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Grand jury doesn’t indict parade float driver

DA: Panel has not concluded its review of the incident and will meet in 3 weeks

By Joseph Basco

Jjbasco@mrt.com

Enc Kalenak, assistant district attor-
ney, presented the case to the grand jury.
He said the dnver did not testify, but the
information that was presented may have
included a Midland Police Department
interview with Hayden.

An email dated Nov. 19, which was
received by the Reporter-Telegram in a
Texas Public Information Act open re-
cords request to the city, states “The dnver
has been interviewed by the MPD and will
also be interviewed by the NTSB."

But according to a previous report, City
officials said they could not confirm nor
deny that police had spoken to Hayden.

City officials are not commenting on the

Glasheen said his chents sent a letter to
the District Attorney’s Ofhce asking that
Hayden not be indicted. Glasheen said he
did not know 1f that letter was presented
Wednesday.

Ross Bush, distnict clerk. said the newly
impaneled grand jury was not a special
jury for this case and that it was presented
just like any other case. despite 1ts high
profile.

“There 1s privileged intformation in
the grand jury room.” Bush saad. “The

privilege that | get out of itas if 1t s a true
bill or no ball”~

case at this iime, pending civil htigation.
said Sara Higgins, city spokeswoman.

As of Wednesday, there are two known
civil lawsuits: one by six tamihes repre-
sented by attorneys Kevin Glasheen and
Bob Pottroft against Umion Pacihic and
Smith Industries. and another by one.fam-
1ly represented by attorney Charla Aldous
against the same defendants. Neither of
these lawsuits hists the city of Midland as
defendant.

Glasheen said he now represents Shanc
and Margaret Ladner. a couple who
was onboard the parade tloat. He also
represents the wife and children of Josh
Michaels. one of the veterans who died.

A Midland County grand jury on
Wednesday did not indict the drniver of a
parade float involved in the Nov. 15 train
wreck that killed four military veterans.

The grand jury has not concluded its
review of the incident, but 1t returned a
no bill regarding Dale Hayden, a Smith
Industries-employed truck dnver, accord-
ing to District Attorney Teresa Clingman.

“The grand jury will continue its work
at its next meeting three weeks from now.”

she'said 1n a press release. Please see GRAND JURY/HA

ConocoPhillips
to move 200
jobs from

Midland to
Houston

B Reorcanization also will
ivolve transterring 100
Odessa jobs to Midland.

By Mella McEwen

e e n\a et cenl

Otticials with ConocoPhilhps vis-
ed Maidland on “:L‘tllh'ui;l} to discuss
the tmpact ol an imternal reorganiza
ton that will cut s Madland work
lorce 1in halt

Jim Lowry, a director of commu
nications and pubhic attarrs. sand the
restructurning will result in moving
to Houston 200 positians. imcluding
entor managers and asset team mem-
bers. that are-currently 1in the Midiand
olhice

At this pomnt. though. 1t's unclean
how many of those 200 people n
those positions will accept transters.
he sand

Once those transters are complete

expected by the end of the third
quarter — Lowry said the company
will move 100 positions trom its
Odessa offices into the Midland othcees
in the ClayDesta area.

He sand the 100 L‘lllP'l‘l}L'L'H work -
ing 1n ConocoPhillips thield ottices n
Goldsmith. Penwell and Big Spring
won't be affected.

Lowry explained the move s the
result of a deciston to spht the compa
ny’'s Mid-Continent Business Unit into
two units: The Rockies Business Unit
and the Mid-Continent Business Unit,
which will operate out of Houston.

: 3 : 4 5 A i T o _'-' 2 -' T :-._-l.
v ¥ - ' “a e e -
James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

Drivers navigate their vehicles through a flooded section of North Garfield Street during the rainstorm Wednesday

Road accidents rise as rainfall sets records

mwhite @mrt.com
Rain Tuesday night: 0.03 inch Top January showers
Rain Wednesday: 1.34 inches Date Inches

Jan. 8, 1939 2.56
Most rain in one hour: 0.50 inch from Jan.7, 1939 1.45
4:53 p.m. 10 5:53 p.m. Jan. 28, 2010 1.45
Average rain for Jan. 9: 0.02 inch Jan. 9, 2013 1
Typical average rainfall in Midiand Jan. 9, 2012 1.
for the entire month of January: 0.56 Jan. 10, 1949 1.12
inch 1

Jan. 5, 1958

In one of at l¢ast two weather-related crashes
in the area, a Midland man was transported to
Midland Memonal Hospital with minor injunes
after a wreck on State Highway 349

Martin County DPS responded to the acct-
dent at about 11:40 a.m. on State Highway 349
Midlander Michael Wade was driving a white
pickup pulling a trailer with a backhoe south

on Highway 349. A dump truck, also pulling a
backhoe. was traveling south behind an SUV

as of 8:30 p.m.

Downtown (Ed Todd): 1.2 inches

New record
Wednesday's rain total of 1.34 inch-

that was following the pickup, said Sean Baxter,

DPS public information officer.

West Midiand (Jane Becker): 1.2
inches

Please see ACCIDENTS/4A

Greenwood (Hoot Leonard): 0.5 inch
NW Midiand (Charles Spence): 1.0 inch

as was the most on Jan. 9 in Midland's
history. The previous record was set in
2012 at 0.7 inch.

Source: National Weather Service

The decision was made to allow the
company to better manage 1ts work
load and to more ethciently develop
its assets, he said.

“More details will be known later.
Lowry said.

Midland has made case for Sen. Ted Cruz’s regional office

By Stewart Doreen

sdoreen@mrt.com

Sen. Ted Cruz has yet to decide
where to place his West Texas
office, but it appears key factors
are lining up for Midland to be a
leading contender.

From its place as the energy
capital of the region to the com-
mitment Midlanders have’ made
to the freshman senator, it would
seem now is the right time for a
Texas senator to put a regional of-
fice in Midland. Former Sen. Kay
Bailey Hutchison had placed her
regional office in Abilene. Sen.
John Cornyn has a regional office

B COMMENTARY

Currently, Cruz has set up of-
fices in Austin, Dallas, Houston
and San Antonio, according to his
communications director, Sean
Rushton.

Midland County Republican
Women's President Rhonda Lacy
said Midland was overdue for a
“senatorial presence.”

Midland County Republican
Party Chairman James Beau-
champ said this week one only
has to look at the boommng oil
and gas sector as a big reason for
the need for Cruz to place an of-
fice in Midland. Beauchamp said

See !
campaign

voting percentages during the
Dewhurst.

there i1s so little understanding

of the industry that any contact
would help dealings at the federal
level.

The economies of Abilene and
Lubbock, he noted, are centered
around agriculture and ranching.
So having Cruz’s regional office

in Midland also would provide
a proper balance between the
economic engines.

“We need our senator to know
how significant the energy sector
1s,” Beauchamp said. “We need
energy to be what that person
sees every day.”

If resources provided, specifi-
cally political contnibutions are to
be taken into account, Midland’s
status in West Texas 1s hard to
deny. The senator’s numerous
stops during his cam;mgn helped
him land more than $370,000 in
individual campaign contribu-
tions in 2011-12, according to the
Federal Elections Commission.
That total not only is $200,000
more than the next West Texas

Today in Sports
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city (Abilene). It was more than
the No. 2 and 3 cities (Abilene
and Lubbock) combined.

Before May’s pnmary, the
Reporter-Telegram reported
Midland donors were supporting
Cruz over the candidate thought
to be the race favornte, David De-
whurst, at a nearly 7-to-1 rate.

Midlanders also showed their
support for Cruz at the ballot box.
posting the largest percentage to-
tal for Cruz (62.04 percent) in his
Republican runoff victory over
David Dewhurst of any larger
West Texas metropolitan area.

“] feel like we look favorable
in their eyes,” Lacy said.

Please see CRUZ/4A
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Obama to tap budget exper
Jack Lew to lead Treasury

B Economist: ‘His resume 1s
tailor-made for what 1s most

important right now.’ The men and women behind the president.

NEW NOMINEES TO CABINET
ASSU‘(*llﬂff_'d PFE"..TS m K.rly
. Secretary of
WASHINGTON — President Barack State

Would replace
Hillary Chinton

Bom: Dec. 11,
1943, Aurora, Colo.

Education: Yale University,
1966, and Boston College, 1976,

Obama will nominate White House chief
of staff Jack Lew to be his second-term
secretary of the Treasury, tuming to one
of Washington’s most knowledgeable
budget experts to manage prickly fiscal

negotiations with Congress and steer the law degree 1983, law degree
still-shaky national economy.

Lew’s nomination, expected today, :
accelerates the overhaul of Obama’s top CURRENT CABINET

advisers, with new leaders at the Penta-
gon, State Department, Central Intel-
ligence Agency and Labor Department.
Obama also must replace Lew with a
new chief of staff, and that could have
a ripple effect through the West Wing's
senior ranks.

A day ahead of the formal announce-
ment, White House Press Secretary Jay
Carney praised the expected nominee:
“Over the past more than quarter of a
century, Jack Lew has been an integral
part of some of the most important bud-
getary financial and fiscal agreements,
bipartisan agreements in Washington.”

Lew, 57. would bring to Treasury a

Joe Biden

Vice President
Bormm: Nov. 20, 1942,
in Scranton, Pa.
Education: University

of Delaware, 1965 and Syracuse
Law School, 1968

Thomas Vilsack
Agriculture Secretary

Born: Dec. 13, 1950,
in Pittsburgh, Pa.

Education: Hamilton
College, 1972, Albany Law
School, 1975

Law School, 1976

-

>
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1955, in New York

Education: Harvard University,
1978, Georgetown University,

Eric H. Holder, Jr.
Attormey General
Bom: Jan. 21, 1951,
in New York.
Education: Columbia
University, 1973 and Columbia

Rebecca Blank

| Commerce Secretary*
| Born: Sept. 19, 1955,
l in Minneapolis-St. Paul

Education: University
of Minnesota, 1976 and
Massachusetts Institute of

Technology, 1983, Ph.D.

Bom: Dec. 6, 1945,

mastery of federal budget mechanics. 3:1“:“ Dﬂ?""gm

honed during two stints as director of 0 o

the Office of Management and Budget. s.c,.u',y

While running OMB duning the Clinton X v . 34, 1986 - Peoria. .
admimistration. Lew helped negotiate a " New York -

balanced budget agreement with Con-
gress. something that has eluded Wash-
INgton ever Since.

Lew’s budget background could help
shape the Obama administration’s strat-
egy in talks with congressional Republi-
cans over the federal debt ce:ling. GOP
lawmakers are expected to demand deep
budget cuts as the price for agreeing to
raise the debt limit, which 1s expected to
be reached sometime in February.

Education: Harvard University 1971
1987 and 1995, master's degrees

Arne Duncan
Education Secretary

8 Born: Nov. 6, 1964,
in Chicago

Education: Harvard
University, 1987 All-Amencan
basketball player in college

Education: Bradley University,

Eric Shinseki
Veterans Affairs

Secretary
Born: Nov. 28, 1942
in Lihue, Hawan

Education: U.S. Military Academy
at West Point, 1965, Duke
University, 1976, master's degree

. R

President Barack Obama’s Cabinet

Bom: Oct. 4, 1946,
in North Platie, Neb.

mmmm 1971 and
Brown Institute for Radio and
Television, Minneapolis

Kenneth Salazar
interior Secretary
Bom: March 2, 1955,
in Alamosa, Colo.

L‘ Education: Colorado
College, 1977, University of
Michigan Law School, 1981

Kathleen Sebelius
Health and Human

Services Secretary
S Born: May 15, 1948,
, in Cincinnati
Education: Trinity College,
Washington, 1970, University of
Kansas, 1977, master's degree

Steven Chu
Energy Secretary
Bom: Feb. 28, 1948,

Education: University
of Rnchest&r 1970, University of
California Berkeley, 1976, Ph.D.

Janet Napolitano
" Yl Homeland Security
s § Secretary

ll Born: Nov. 29, 1957,
in New York

Education: Santa Clara
University, 1979, University
of Virginia Law School, 1983

“His resume is tailor-made for what Jeffrey Zients Ronald Kirk k. Susan Rice
_ HusECS mnchy tl"f"ﬁ"r - caid T Director of the Office U.S. Trade United Nations
;" m"’: '";']P”, L I"“wm ik gl of Management and Representative % Ul Ambassador
SWONK. C “...t ELU“OITIIHI at CSIToOw W Bomn: June 27. 1954. ’ Born: Nov 17. 1964

Financial in Chicago.” On Wall Street.
Lew was managing director and chiet n Kénsington, Md.
operating officer of Cit1 Global Wealth Educalion: Duke Uriversity.
Management and then Citi Alternative 1988

Investments.

At the start of the Obama administra-
tion. he oversaw intermmational economic
Issues at the State Department. Council of Economic

Lew has long been considered the Affairs
favorite to replace current Treasury Sec- ‘l Born: Sept. 17, 1960,
retary Timothy Geithner. in Livingston, N.J.

The last oniginal member of Obama s Education: Comell University.
economic team, Geithner plans to leave 1983, Harvard University, 1985
the admmstration n late January. Lew’s and 1987, master's degree
nomination will do hittle to guet ques- " FRD.
tions about diversity in Obama’s second- RCE AP Ret
term leadership team.

Born: Nov. 1, 1966,

School, 1979

Alan Krueger
Chairman of the

master s degree

Execyy
ﬂrrmwn ..,FF'CF FTHE p
ANAG HES
. n *-l-tmm:u: HT;:: UDG'E.EF
(a5 3
M-11.35 September 2) 50 Associated Press
I
Hliﬂ,{{]
RA:VI}“M TO ThE HE: WASHINGTON e The
FROM “ADS O EXECUTIVE ) White House 1s dis-
:i““ Lew CPARTMENTS p— missing suggestions to
; :
SUBJEC rector M sidestep Congress to meet
Elimingging g, 63 = the nation’s debt obliga-
Governmeny - Conferenc, tions, declaring that it is

S '
8 20 Promoging g | CODgTESS’ TESpONSIbil-
ity to pay the bills of the

in Austin, Texas

Education: Austin College,
1976, University of Texas Law

Karen G. Mills
Small Business

Administration
Administrator

Bormn: Sept. 14, 1953,
in Wellesley, Mass.

Education: Harvard University,

n Washington

Education: Stanford University.
New College, Oxford University,
masler's degree and Ph D .,
Rhodes Scholar.

Outguu g members
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White House: ‘No debt ceiling backup plan’

Key figure

The borrowing limit for the United States
government, which has already been reached:

16.4 million

the United States...shall

of ways to cover debts and

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Labor Secre-
tary Hilda Solis resigned her post on
Wednesday, saying she plans to returm
to her native California. She is expected
to run for a seat on the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors.

In a message to colleagues, Solis
said she made the decision to leave
after discussing it
with her family and
close friends. One of
the highest-ranking
Hispanics in Obama’s
administration, Solis
has won praise from
labor unions for ag-
gressive enforcement of
wage and hour laws and
job safety regulations.
But business groups
have criticized her as not taking a more
cooperative approach.

“Leaving the department is one of
the most difficult decisions | have ever
made, because | have tdken our mission
to heart.” Solis said. “*As the daughter of
parents who worked in factones, paid
their union dues and achieved their goal
of a middle-class life, and as the first
Latina to head a major federal agency. it
has been an incredible honor to serve.

President Barack Obama called
Solis “a tireless champion for working
families.”

“Over the last four years, Secretary
Solis has been a critical member of my
economic team as we have worked to
recover from the worst economic down-
turn since the Great Depression and
strengthen the economy for the middle
class.” Obama said in a statement.

Solis said she is proud that 1.7 million
people have completed federally funded
job training programs under her tenure.
Her agency oversaw the spending of
about $67 billion for unemployment
insurance benefits, job training and
other job placement and worker protec-
tion programs under Obama’s economic
stimulus package.

Separately, the White House sand
Wednesday that Attorney General Eric
Holder, Health and Human Services
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius and Vet-
erans Affairs Secretary Enc Shinseki
would remain in their posts.

Holder and Sebelius have been
frequent targets of Republican foes in
Congress.

The attorney general has been cniti-
cized for the government’s handling of
Operation Fast and Furious, a gun-run-
ning investigation gone awry. Sebelius
1s in charge of putting in place Obama s
health care overhaul law. which Repub-
licans have failed to repeal.

strophic consequences tor
the economy. as well as
America’s standing in the
world,” they said.

Welch, 1n an interview,
told The Associated
Press he understood that
the president might not
want to embrace the 14th
Amendment alternative at

This Sept. 21, 2011, memo posted on the White House website
shows then-Office of Management and Budget director Jack Lew's
signature. Lew’'s nomination for treasury secretary means a new
signature could soon be coming to the dollar bill. Not that you'll be

able to read #t.

Lew’s signature may
end up on dollar bills

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Jack
LLew’s nomination for trea-
sSury secretary means a new
signature could soon be
coming to the dollar bill.

Not that you'll be able
to read it. Lew's signa-
ture starts off promising
enough, with a soft “J.”
But what follows are seven
~ loopy scribbles. rendening
his signature illegible.

=

Get all
the latest
breaking

news at

mywest

texas.com

The treasury secretary's
signature i1s emblazoned
in the lower right corner
of U.S. dollar bills of all
denominations.

No word from the
White House on whether
President Barack Obama
asked Lew to clean up his
signature before nominat-
ing him for the Treasury
post — or if the Senate
will make that a condition
of his confirmation.

PATIENT FIRST FAMILY CLINIC
Sick Vis

Walk-Ins Welcome

699 20111

HUG
MOVING SALE!
Saturday, January 12th

9am-5pm
ontinued Markdowns thru January 26th!

New Location Opening

United States.

President Barack
Obama’s adamant stand
that he will not negotiate
with Congress over rais-
ing the nation’s borrowing
limit and Republican de-
mands that a debt ceiling
vote be linked to spend-
ing cuts have prompted
a creative outburst of
alternatives to driving the
country into default.

Under one proposed
scenario, pushed by a
number of House Demo-
crats, the president could
invoke the 14th Amend-
ment, a post-Civil War
change to the Constitution
that states that “the valid-
ity of the public debt of

""m
- . . .y

432-55 09181

-‘ -

not be questioned.”

Another proposal would
take advantage of a legal
loophole meant for coin
collectors and have the
Treasury mint platinum
coins that could be depos-
ited at the Federal Reserve
and used to pay the na-
tion’s bulls.

“There i1s no plan B.
There is no backup plan,”
White House spokesman
Jay Camey said Wednes-
day. “There is no alterna-

tive to Congress raising the.

debt ceiling.”

The government has
already reached its $16.4
trilhon borrowing limat
and by late February or
early March the Treasury
Department will run out

(oo b
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could begin defaulting on
government loans.

As of Wednesday 21
Democrats, led by Rep.
Peter Welch of Vermont,
had signed a letter urging
Obama to invoke the 14th
Amendment that they say
gives him the authority
to raise the debt ceiling
without going through
Congress.

The Democrats said
in their letter that they
fully supported Obama’s
position that raising the
debt ceiling will not be
subject to negotiation.
“Threatening default
on our nation’s debt 1s
an economic weapon of
mass destruction that will
have immediate and cata-

ummm

00" %0 '”« it ‘”“Ejo ‘”@ #

B ). <

Fun Facts Sponsored by

FRANKLIN FOLIAGE

LANDSCAPING

“Serving West Texas Since 1981”7

Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Walter,
Outdoor Rooms, Low Voltage Lighting Systems I

During your lifetime, you'll eat about 60,000 pounds of food,
that's the weight of about 6 elephants.
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685-3521

www.franklinfoliage.com % R

this point, when 1t might
appear to be a power
grab.

But “if there is the ulti-
mate act of congressional
irresponsibility by having
the United States default
on its obligations, we
encourage the president
to rescue the country.”

He said ultimately the
courts would have to
decide what authority the
amendment confers on
the president.

The coin idea has been
mentioned by such econo-
mists as Paul Krugman,
a columnist at The New
York Times, and Donald
Marron, the director of
the Urban-Brookings Tax

Policy Center.
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Associated Press

Vice President Joe Biden, flanked by the president of the National Association of Police Organiza-
tioné and Boston police officer, Thomas Nee, left, and president of the Police Executive Research
Forum and Major Cities Chiefs Association and Philadelphia Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey,
right, speaks during a meeting at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building in the White House

complex on Wednesday in Washington.

Biden tells gun task force

that Obama will act

By Charles J.
Lewis and Stewart
M. Powell

Hearst Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Vice
President Biden. noting
that the Dec. 14 school
massacre 1n Newtown.
Conn., has awakened “the
conscience of the coun-
try.,” on Wednesday vowed
quick executive action to
deal with gun violence.

It’s a problem that
“requires our immediate
action, urgent action, and
the president and | are
determined to take action.
Biden told a group ot
gun-safety advocates and
victims of gun violence as
he convened the first meet-
ing of the White House
gun-violence study group.

President Obama set
up the group after the
shootings at Sandy Hook
Elementary School that left
20 students and six staft
members dead.

Obama told Biden to
deliver recommendations
by the end of January.

At the first meeting.
Biden said he would meet
later with gun owners. the
National Rifle Association
and representatives of the
electronic games industry.
He said the administration
was seeking input from a
wide array of groups but
added:

“The president 1s going
to act. There are executive
orders — executive action
that can be taken. We
haven’t decided what that
i1s yet, but we’'re compil-
ing it all with the help of
the attorney general and
— and all the rest of the
Cabinet members — as
well as legislative action.
we believe, 1s required.”

Attorney General Enc
Holder sat next to Biden at
the meeting.

Executive orders could
take effect relatively
quickly, while legislative
proposals would take much

N. Midland Dr. Suite
Midland, Tx 79703

432-813-5698

Conn. moves cautiously on guns

HARTFORD, Conn. — A month after the Newtown school
tragedy, Gov. Dannel P. Malloy is moving cautiously on gun
control in Connecticut, a relatively liberal Northeastern state
that nevertheless has a strong gun culture and is home to
some of the nation’s best-known firearm makers.

Gun control advocates and their allies in the state Legisia-
ture want to pass new restrictions on weapons while passions
are still high over the Sandy Hook Elementary shooting ram-
page Dec. 14 that left 20 children and six women dead. But
they are bracing for strong opposition.

Gun owners have packed statehouse hearings in recent
years to oppose measures that would tighten the state s gun
laws. And gun manufacturers such as Colt Manufacturing Co
which traces its history to a Hartford factory that Samuel Colt
opened in 1855, have threatened in the past to leave Con-
necticut, taking hundreds of jobs with them. if certain require-

ments became law.

Malloy, a Democrat, became choked up when he men-
tioned Newtown in his State of the State Address on Wednes-
day, saying: “Let us do everything in our power to ensure that
Connecticut never again suffers such a loss, that we take real
steps to make our kids and our communities safer.”

He offered no specific proposals, instead noting that an ad-
visory panel he set up last week will issue recommendations
in March on gun control, mental health treatment and other
iIssues arising from the Newtown massacre

longer to wend through the
legislative process.

Senate Republican
leader Mitch McConnell.
R-Ky.. sand on Sunday that
Congress wouldn t focus
OnN 2un ISsucs for several
months.

Mceanwhile. Wal-Mart.
a nationwide retailer that
sells guns in 1,650 of 1ts
nearly 4.000 stores. -
hally turned down a W hite
House invitation to send &
representative to a meet-
ing today with Biden. But
Wal-Mart reversed held on
Wednesday. David Tovar,
Wal-Mart's vice president
of corporate communica-
tions. said the hirm was
“sending an appropnate
representative to partici-
pate” because “we take this
1ssue very seriously and
are committed to staying
engaged in this discussion
as the administration and

(S==tiMed

4304 Andrews Highway
Midland, Texas 79703

432-520-5555

www.swoccumed.com
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Reading/Math

__ K-6 CAN HELP YOUR CHILD IMPROVE
GRADES AND TEST SCORES IN

READING AND MATH.

PRIVATE TUTORIALS AFTER SCHOOL
$40/HR (1 HR. MINIMUM)
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Congress work toward a
consensus on the flg:hl p;ﬂh
forward.”

Tovar sand the hirm had
“underestimated the expec-
tation to attend the meeting
on Thursday in person
atter having had “ongoimng
comersations” with oth-
crals in the administration.
Congress and others with
a stahe in the gun control
debale

At his regular bniel
ing. White House press
secretary Jay Carney said
no specitic decisions have
been made about what kind
of executive orders Obama
might 1ssue to address gun

ISSUCS
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Arizona sheriff

Associated Press

PHOENIX — The sher-
iff for metropolitan Phoe-
nix has launched a plan to
have as many as 500 armed
volunteers patrol areas just
outside schools in an effort
to guard against shootings
like month’s attack at a
Connecticut elementary
school that left 26 people
dead.

Maricopa County Shentt
Joe Arpaio’s office said
Wednesday that the patrols
were launched earlier this
week at 59 schools 1n
unincorporated areas and
communities that pay his
agency for police services.

Arpaio hopes to have
as many as 400 posse
volunteers and another
100 volunteers known as
reserve deputies take part

- 1n the patrols.

The plan from the shenft

known for immigration en-
. forcement and housing jail

Inmates in canvas tents has
led some longtime crntics
to say Arpaio’s latest ettort
1s meant to grab headlines
and won’t be sustained
over the long term.

“Why would people
complain about my posse
being in front of schools to
act as prevention” Arpaio

aunches patrols
outside schools

asked, noting that he wants
the patrols to last through-
out the remainder of the
school year.

The sherniff said school
shootings 10 Connecti-
cut and elsewhere and |
last month’s arrest of an
Arizona student accused
of planning an attack at
her high school led to his
decision to launch the
patrols.

The volunteers. dressed
in uniforms and drniving
patrol vehicles. won't
g0 onto school grounds
unless they spot danger
and won't s1t 1n stationary
SpoOLs.

Instead. they 1l patrol
several schools as part ot
their dniving routes.

Andrew Sanchez. a
town council member
in Guadalupe. said he
doesn’t want the shentt s
posse members patrol-
ling outside schools in his
town. The community ol
about 6,000 spends $1.2
million a year to have
Arpaio’s otfice provide
police protection.

“We are paving him to
have certiied deputies
here. not to bring a circus
and not to use our town
as a pohucal plattorm.
Sanchez sand.

Calif. teachers fund moves

to divest from firearms

Ay um'{f l”lt'\ \

SACRAMENTO. Caht
— The nation's largest
teacher pension fund took
the first step Wednesday
toward divesting trom com
panies that make guns and
high-capacity ammumtion
magazines that are illegal in
Cahtornia

State Treasurer Bill
Lockyer made a motion
to begin the divestment
process atter pension tund
ofticials determined that the
fund mvests in the owner ot
a company that manufac-
tured one ol the weapons
used 1n the Connecticul
school shooting. The
Cahiforma State Teach-
ers” Retirement System s
investment committee
unanimously approved the
motion.

“CalSTRS  action targets
ammunition chps that turm
ordinary guns into Kilhing
machines, assault weapons
and other firearms that pose

- extreme dangers to public

health and satety.” Lockyer
said.

The pension tund has
investments i prnvate ¢4g-
uity firm Cerberus Capital
Management LP. which
owns the manufacturer of
an assault weapon used al
Sandy Hook Elementany
School in Newtown. Conn

The pension tund also
owns shares of Sturm.
Ruger & Co. and Smuth &
Wesson Holding Corp.. two
publicly traded gun-makers

The three investments
make up a uny fraction ol
the pension system s hold-
mgs. about $11.7 mathon
out of the S135 bilhon
fund. according to Cal-
STRS stalt

Harrv Keiley. a high
school teacher with the
Santa Monica-Mahbu
l'ntlwd School District and
chairman ot the board s
iInvestment committee. sand
before Wednesday s vote
that the pension board has
the power to change 1
investments.

The Hillander School

Fifty Years of Excellence in Elementary Education




TODAY IN
MIDLAND

“This date in
'Icnnm

in 1901, the Spindietop ol field
in Beaumont produced the Lucas

Gusher, heraiding the start of the
Texas od boom.

Note: See today's Opinion page
(6A) for more on the Spindietop
legacy.

Thing to do

B Midiand County Livestock Show
at the Horseshoe

B Concert, Ray Pnce, 7.30 pm.,
Wagner Noel Performing Arts Center

Meetings schedule

Permian Basin Republican
Assembly

When: TBA today

Where: Classroom one at Midiand

Memornal Hospial's West Campus
Note' Some meetings hmes, dates

and locations are subject 1o change.

The Midiand Independent
School District will hold its Jan
22 board of trustees meeting at the
Midland High School auditorium, 906
W._lllinois Ave.. not the central ofice
on Missoun Ave

Community calendar

Midland Chamber of Commerce
and Midland Development Corp.
are presenting 2013 State of the
Economy 11 am Feb. 5 at Midland
Center

The panel discussion will feature
Kenneth Burgess, chairman of First-
Capital Bank of Texas: Timothy Leach.
CEO of Concho Resources; Mitch
Mamoulhdes, Permian South Area
manager of Chevron North Amernca;
and Andrew Nelson. COO of XCOR
Aerospace

The moderator is Laura Roman
chairman of the MDC board. Tickets
are $30 for members and $45 for
non-members. Tickets may be
purchased online at www migiandtx-
chamber.com or by calling 683-3381
Online sales end Feb 1

Support groups, club
meetings today

8 Chronic fatique fibro-myalgia
syndromes support group meets
noon. Rays of Hope Grief Centre.
520-3500

B Permian Basin Community
Service Organization (for individu-
als. orgamzahons or businesses 'nat
provide services o improve quality
of life; 1145 a m . Mi Piaci itakan
Restaurant. 2607 N Grandview Ave .
Odessa 432-210-4234

B TOPS (Take off pounds sen-
sibly) — 630 p m.. Midland Senior
Center Midkift Road and Ilinois
Avenue Weigh-in at 530 pm For
more information call 694-8643

B Permian Basin Chess Club
5o m  University of Texas of the
Permian Basin student union; Steve
Dudley 556-1920 Brian Farrell
288-7141 pbcc 50gigs net. odes-
sachess a cableone ne!

Movies in Midland

Films opening and closing this
week at Midiand theaters

B AtTall City 14:

Closing today: “Twilight” a print
of “Les Miserables™ and a prnint of

Django

Opening Friday “The Haunted
House " “Gangster Squad” and “Zero
Jark TT“iT'T‘!,"_

@ At Big Sky Drive-in:

Closing today “Kiling Them
Softiy™ “Monsters Inc ™ and “The
HODDIT

Opening today: Texas Chainsaw
3D “This Is 40" and "Gangster
Squad

See the Pulse entertainment and
dining guide in this issue for movie
and DVD reviews

Water tracker

The following 1s the amount of
water delivered to the city of Midiand
from the Colorado River Municipa
Water District and the Paul Davis
water helds

Tuesday's total: 9,917 000 gal-
lons (CRMWD 7,969.000. Paul Davis
fields 1.948.000)

Jan. 1: 11.157 000 gallons

Note: The current average deliv-
ery from the CRMWD for January
2013 is 8,349,000 gallons.

Sales tax numbers

The city of Midland has collected
$2 957 680 in revenue from the
Comptroller's Office this month

This month's figure reflects
a 13 B4 percent increase (or a
$359.561) increase from January
2012

The year-to-date total sales tax
revenue for fiscal year 2012-13
($12.162.546) 1s up 14.87 percent
ora $1.574. 168 increase from last
year s totais at thus hime

Sales tax revenue IS generated by
sales tax income from two months
prior to collection: January collection
s based on November sales

Source: City of Midland
Lottery

Pick 3 day: 8-8-9

Pick 3 night: 6-9-5

Daily 4 day: 6-7-4-5

Daily 4 night: 1-2-5-6

Cash Five: 11-17-21-26-37

Lotto Texas: 9-16-18-26-47-53

Powerball: 11-13-20-27-59 PB: 26

All or Nothing (morning): 2-3-4-
6-7-8-9-11-12-14-17-24

All or Nothing (day): 1-3-4-7-11-
13-16-17-18-19-20-23

All or Nothing (evening): 1-2-3-
4-5-7-11-15-19-20-23-24

All or Nothing (night): 1-2-3-5-6-
8-9-10-15-18-19-24

Today in history

Today is Thursday, Jan. 10, the
10th day of 2013. There are 355 days
left in the year

On this date:

in 1920, the League of Natons
was as the Treaty of
Vegailles into effect.

Exhibitors prep animals for li

By Tyler White

rwhite@mrt.com

“Youths from across Mid-
land County brought their
livestock to the Horseshoe
Arena on Wednesday for
weigh-ins and breed clas-
sifications 1n preparation
for this weekend’s Midland
County Livestock Show.

Exhibitors ages 9 to 18
will see the fruits of their
labor as judges assess the
quality of swine, lamb,
goats, steers and heifers.

The show provides expe-
rience that will benefit the
youth in future agnculture
ventures and gives them a
chance to promote excep-
tional livestock practices,
said Dennis Sever, president
of the Midland County
Livestock Association.

“Everyone is involved in
agniculture.” Sever said. "It
you don’t eat, you don’'t do
very well.”

The competitive nature of
the show helps the children
strive to take better care of
their invested animals, he
said.

“They have a strong
work ethic. They have to
take care of those ammmals.”

The amimals are classi-
fied by breed. with the best
of each breed advancing 1n
the show and participating
in the auction. The judges
base their assessments on
the perceived health of the
animal. as well as presenta-
tion. Sever said.

In Saturday s auction,
bids will go to the exhibi-
tors as a reward for excep-

" nonal hivestock care. he

|

. said. The auction provides
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Daniel Dalager, left, and Jordan Taylor wash and clean a lamb during the Midiand County Livestock
Show weigh-in Wednesday at Horseshoe Arena.

bidders with opportunities
to sponsor the exhibitors
and may allow the youth to
take their ammmals to hive-
«tock shows in San Angelo.
San Antonio. Fort Worth
and Houston.

The hivestock show offers
children a chance to perfect
their craft. said Howard
Mormison. MCLA board
member, whose 14-year-
old daughter. Camryn. 15
entering the show for the
sixth time.

“They take care of them:
It's pretty good practice
for life ... to take care of

something that depends on
you for all its needs.” Mor-
rison said.

Camryn has been rais-
Ing steers since she was 8
and enjoys the bond she
develops with her animals.
“They're like giant pets.”
she said. “They re lovable
and fun.”

Even though her steers
eventually are sold and
processed for food. she said
she appreciates what she
has leamed from raising
them.

“They teach me how to
be patient.” she said.

Scott LeNoir and his
son, Cutter Chambers, 15,
are entering steers into the
show this year. Entening an
animal into the show takes
a lot of ume and effort, Le
Noir said. Children have to
show a lot of dedication to
succeed 1n this competition,
since you have to feed the
animals multiple times a
day and regularly interact
with them.

Other exhibitors enjoy
the family environment pro-
vided by the show. Becky
and Shad Hanna brought
their two daughters, Hillar-

L ivestock Show
evenlts

Arts

11 a.m.: Bar-B-Que Din-
ner served to the public

11 a.m.: S00 Ciub Invita-
tional Luncheon

12:45 p.m.: Pee-Wee
Goat Show, Children 7 &
Under

1 p.m.: Awards Program

1:30 p.m.; Premium
Auction

10 a.m.: G

ry. 13, and Delaini, 10. who
are entering their goats.
Hillarry, who is participat-
ing for her third time, said
her uncle got her interested
in the competition and
learning expenence. The
highest her amimals have
placed is fourth, she said.

Delaini said she just
enjoys spending time with
her older sister. The best
reward of the livestock
show 1s that it establishes
“*a good work ethic and
stewardship.” Becky Hanna
said.

ACCIDENTS

From I A

The pickup hydroplaned
and veered night otf the
highway and then back
onto the road. When the
pichup came back across
the highway. the dump

- truck hit the pickup’s

trarler. he said.
Pickup passenger Mitch-
cll Dinsmorre. of Midland.

COWAN trumpum:d to MMH

with minor injunies. He
was treated and released,
Baxter sand.

he SUV was not 1n-
volved in the crash.

Citations were not 1ssued
because of the weather
conditions that contributed
to the crash. but DPS 1s
continuing to investigate,
he said.

Meanwhile. no one was
reported injured Wednes-
day afternoon after an
| 8-wheeler hydroplaned

into a hight pole on Loop

250)
Midland police re-

- sponded to the crash at

about 1:34 p.m. at the 1000

. block of West Loop 250

North near the “A" Street

From IA

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

r

A BMW SUV traveling west on West Scharbauer Drnive collided
with a Lexus sedan traveling north on North | Street on Wednes-

day. No injuries were reported

OVCTPANS.

The 18-wheeler was
eastbound on the lnup
when the vehicle began

dnifuing and jackknited into

a hight pole in the median.
said an ofhicer at the scene.
The wreck caused si1g-
nificant trathc delays for
at least two hours. Again.
citations were not 1ssued

because of the weather

conditions.

Later that afternoon. a

two-vehicle crash occurred

near the intersection of

'GRAND JURY

i —

Bush said the cniminal case against
Hayden is completed, but civil lawsuits
are pending. which could be why the
grand jury has not concluded its review.

In a new development to the civil suit
from Glasheen and Pottroff against Union
Pacific and Smith Industries, Glasheen
said Union Pacific has filed a claim
against Smith Industries, and the claim 1s
now contained within his and Pottroft’s

lawsuit.

Raquel Espinoza-Williams, spokes-
woman for Union Pacific, confirmed the
claim via email but did not comment
regarding the grand jury’s decision.

“While the National Transportation
Safety Board has found the truck pro-
ceeded onto the tracks eight seconds after
the bells and red flashing lights activated,
it would not be appropniate for us to
comment on the grand jury’s decision,”

Espinoza-Wilhams said.

After hearing about the decision.
Glasheen said he and his colleague still
maintain the primary cause of the crash

Cruz

From 1A

= T ——

. “We work hard for Re-

publican candidates and
elected officials. Sen. Cruz
1s aware of that. 1 don’t
think they will leave Mid-
land out. | feel like they
will have a presense here.

In the intenim, the Cruz
campaign announced Shea
Woodard, of Abilene, will
take care of matters in West
Texas. Woodard worked
for Hutchison for about 15
years, she said.

“She knows folks here,”
Beauchamp said, jo that 1s
a good thing#

e e e

West Scharbauer Drnive and
North | Street.

Midland police who
responded to the crash at
about 3:51 p.m. found an
SUV had flipped over. Of-
heers determuned that a car
traveling northbound on
| Street collided with the
SUV that was westbound
on Scharbauer Dnive.

No one was injured. said
an officer at the scene. The
driver of the Lexus was
cited for failure to yield
right of way.

was the short warning signals.

Hayden’s attorney. Hal Brockett, said

lawsuits.

my breath.”

crash.

his client 1s aware of the grand jury’s deci-
sion but was not available for an interview,
pending a conference with the lawyers

who represent Smith Industries in the civil

“It’s their decision to make.” Brockett
said in reference to Smith Industnes al-
lowing Hayden to be interviewed by the
Reporter-Telegram. “But | wouldn’t hold

Peter Knudson. spokesman for the
NTSB. said via email that investigators
have not yet interviewed Hayden and will
be requesting the information that the
driver provided to the police following the

Brockett said the NTSB has not yet in-
terviewed Hayden because of the driver’s
mental and emotional state.

As for Hayden’s current state, Brockett

said he 1s doing better than before.

agamn.

“Nothing can be undone,” Brockett said.
“My client’s life can never be the same

Ted Cruz numbers to know

Hemized ndividual
contributions for

Teod Crux
(election cycle 2011-12)

Midiand: $373,518
Abllene: $160,675
Lubbock: $159,601
Amarilio: $116,088
Odessa: $37,605
San Angelo: $31,540

A ———
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High court wary
of warrantless

:1 .\.wu'mf{‘{f Pf‘t'h.t‘

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Count appeared
reluctant Wednesday to

allow police to routinely
~ order blood tests for unwill-
- 1ng drunken-dnving sus-
~ pects without at least trying

to obtain a search warrant

. from a judge.

The court heard argu-
ments Wednesday 1n a case
about a disputed blood test
from Missouri. against the
backdrop of a senous na-

' tional problem of more than

10.000 deaths from crashes
involving alcohol-impaired
dnivers 1n 2010, about one
every S| minutes.

That number has dropped
by 60 percent in the past 20
years because of a sustained
national crackdown on
drunken dnving. Lawyers
for Missoun and the Obama
administration argued that
dispensing with a warrant
requirement would further
that effort because any
delay in testing a suspect's
blood-alcohol content al-
lows alcohol to dissipate in
the blood.

“Here, police are facing
the certain destruction of
blood-alcohol evidence.”
Justice Department lawyer
Nicole Saharsky said.

But justices across the
ideological spectrum ques-
tioned whether the intrusive
procedure of sticking a
needle in someone’s arm to
draw blood should rou-
tinely be done without the
approval of a judge. At the
same time, they made clear
that they did not want to
unduly delay the collection
of blood samples.

Justice Antonin Scalia
asked, “Why shouldn’t that
determination be made case
by case? ... And if it would
have taken too long, then
it’s OK without a warrant.
If it wouldn’t have taken
that long, it’s bad.”

Wednesday's case
stemmed from the arrest
of Tyler McNeely in rural
Cape Girardeau County,
Missouri. A state trooper
stopped McNeely's speed-
ing, swerving car and
the driver, who had two
previous drunken-driving
convictions, refused to
submit to a breath test to
measure the alcohol level in
his body.

He failed several field so-

officer, Cpl. Mark Winder
of the Missouri State High-
way Patrol, said McNeely’s
spédch was slurred and he

briety tests and the arresting

blood tests

was unsteady on his feet.

There seemed hittle
dispute that Winder had
enough evidence to get a
warrant for a blood test.
but chose not to. Instead.
he drove McNeeiy to a
hospital. A technician drew
blood from McNeely. who
was handcuffed throughout
the process.

McNeely’s blood-alcohol
content was . 154 percent,
well above the .08 percent
legal limat.

But the Missoun Su-
preme Court upheld a lower
court order that threw oul
the results of the blood
test. The state high coun
said the blood test violated
the Constitution’s prohibi-
tion against unreasonable
searches and seizures. Po-
lice need a warrant to take
a suspect’s blood except
when a delay could threaten
a life or destroy potential
evidence, the court said.

About half the states
already prohibit warrantless
blood tests in all or most
suspected drunken-dnving
cases.

As they tnied to figure out
how to draw a line between
what is reasonable and
what is not, several justices
asked about other tests for
measuring alcohol con-
tent, including the familiar
breath analysis test and
urine samples.

“One of the things that
| think affects the view
in this case is it’s a pretty
scary image of somebody
restrained, and, you know,
a representative of the
state approaching them
with a needle. But | take
it you would say you need
a search warrant for a
urine sample, t00?” Chief
Justice John Roberts asked
McNeely’s lawyer, the
American Civil Liberties
Union’s Steven Shapiro.

Shapiro said the court
already has upheld a war-
rant requirement for urine
samples in other contexits.
Shapiro also said he be-
lieves warrants probably are
necessary for breath analy-
sis tests, 100, but the court
has never ruled on that.

All 50 states have mea-
sures known as implied-
consent laws that require
drivers who are arrested on
suspicion of driving while
drunk to consent to a blood
alpohol test. Refusal to do
sb leads to sus-
pension of a driver license.
In addition, prosecutors can
use the refusal against a
defendant at tyial.
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Associated Press

BOSTON — Boston declared a
public health emergency Wednesday
as flu season struck in eamest; the state
reported 18 flu-related deaths so far.

The city is working with health
care centers to offer free flu vaccines
and also hopes to set up places where
people can get vaccinated. The city
said there had been four flu-related
deaths, all elderly residents, since the
unofficial start of the flu season Oct. 1.

“The best thing you can do to
protect yourself and your family is to
get the fiu shot,” said Boston Mayor

Thomas Menino.

The city was experiencing its worst
flu season since at least 2009, Menino
said, with about 700 confirmed cases

of the flu, compared with 70 all of
last season. Massachusetts was one

of 29 states reporting high levels of

“influenza-like illness,” according to
the most recent weekly flu advisory
1ssued by the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention.

URSDAY UARY 10, 20

‘Boston battles severe flu outbreak

Associated Press

Four-year-old Gabriella Diaz sits as registered nurse Charlene Luxcin, right, administers
a flu shot at the Whittier Street Health Center in Boston, Mass., on Wednesday. Boston
declared a public health emergency Wednesday as the city tried to deal with a harsh flu

season and the state reported 18 flu-related deaths so far.

The CDC said the proportion of

people visiting health care provid-

ers with flu-like symptoms climbed
from 2.8 percent to 5.6 percent in four
weeks. By contrast, the rate peaked at
only 2.2 percent duning the relatively

mild 2011-2012 flu season.

The estimated rate of flu-related
hospitalizations in the U.S. was 8.1
per 100,000 people. which is high
for this time of year, according to Dr.
Joe Bresee, chief of the epidemiology
and prevention branch of the CDC's
influenza division. The agency’s next
advisory will be i1ssued Frniday.

Barbara Ferrer, director of the Bos-
ton public health commission, said the
emergency was declared in part to get

residents’ attention.

She said that the 700 confirmed
cases represent only those reported to
the city and that thousands of other

people may be 1ll.

Boston hospitals had counted about
1.500 emergency room visits since
December by people with flu-like
symptoms. Menino said people with
symptoms should not go to work or

school.

Fredenca Willlams. president of
the Whittier Street Health Center in
Boston's inner-city Roxbury neigh-
borhood. said her tacility had opened
a special Hu chnic and was using
social media and sending letters to
residents urging them to come n and

get flu shots.

'US health is lousy compared
with peer nations, report says

By Eryn Brown

Los Angeles Times

LLOS ANGELES —
Amenicans live shorter
lives — and are 1n gener-
ally worse health — than
citizens of other wealthy
nations. according to an
extensive report released
Wednesday by the National
Research Council and the
Institute of Medicine.

The analysis of In-
ternational health data
determined that Amencan
men had the lowest hife
expectancy among men
in 17 countrnies, including
wealthy European nations,
Australia, Canada and
Japan. U.S. women had the
second-lowest life expec-
tancy (only Danish women
fared worse.)

The study listed mine
health areas in which
Amernicans came in below
average: infant mortal-

Clearance Sale

TERRY'S
KIDS SHOES

~ =
U .!._]'ju.: . l"'.'!-l. ANg r'il"‘:d

year ago.

Hospitals around the state were also
taking precautions to protect patients
and staff members from exposure to

the flu.

Baystate Health, which operates
Baystate Medical Center 1n Spring-
field and two other hospitals in west-
ern Massachusetts. announced it was
changing its visitor policy.

The hospitals will no longer allow
visitors younger than 14 and are rec-
ommending no more than two people
VISIt a patient at one time.

“This 1s the worst 1n several years.”
said Dr. Sarah Haessler. an infectious
discase specialist at Baystate. She
said the flu outbreak has strained the
hospital’s resources and helped to fill
its beds to capacity.

City, state and federal ofhcials
have all identihed a Type A influenza
Known as H3N2 as the predominant
strain reported so far this season. The

ity and low birth weight:
injunes and homicides:
adolescent pregnancy and
sexually transmmitted intec-

tions: HIV and AIDS: drug-

related deaths: obesity and
diabetes: heart disease: and
chronic lung disease.

The U.S. eamed relative-
ly high marks for its low
cancer death rates and suc-
cess controlling blood pres-
sure and cholesterol levels.
the researchers said. But by
and large. said panel chair
Dr. Steven H Woolf duning
a phone call Wednesday.
the team was “'struck by
the gravity of our findings,”
which spanned the
population.

/-
ROBIN RUTH

“We serve a vulnerable population
that is at nisk tor all kinds of health
Issues, so we put out a broadcast to
our patients even before the mayor
made the (emergency) announce-
ment because we saw an increase in
the number of people coming to our
chinic for services,” said Williams,
who estimated that the number of
patients coming to the clinic with
flu-like symptoms was triple that of a

fective.”

strain, histonically associated with
more senous illnesses, 1s among those
covered by the current vaccine.

“No vaccine 1s 100 percent ef-
cautioned Kevin Cranston,
head of the state bureau of infectious
diseases. Some people. for example.
might be vaccinated but get the flu in
the 10 days to two weeks its takes for
the immunity to take hold.

“There are any number of reasons

why people could have done all the

said.

nght things and sull get the flu.” he

High tlu rates were being reported

in all areas ot Massachusetts. Cran

ston said. and while he did not have
specifics on the IR statewide deaths.
he noted that the tlu s most danger-
ous for young children. the elderly
and people with other chronic health
conditions.

"1 hate needles. and | got (a shot).”
Gov. Deval Patnck said Wednesday,
adding that he was not aware ot any
shortages of vaccine in the state. He
also reminded residents to use com-
mon sense. such as washing thewr
hands and sneezing into their sleeves.

As of Fnday s report. the CDC said

|8 children had died trom the Hlu so

“Even Amencans who
are white. insured. have col-
lege educations and seem to
have healthy behaviors are
in worse health than simalar
people in other nations,”
sard Wooll, a researcher
who directs the Center for
Human Needs at Virginia
Commonwealth University
in Richmond, Va.

The dispanties were per-
vasive across all age groups
up to 75. Woolt sand. and
seemed to stem from a van-
ety of wide-ranging causes.
including U S. car culture,
the number of uninsured
people 1n the country. and
weaknesses 1n our outpa-
tient health care system.
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BOSTON
Deal in Mass. suit on
pregnancy drug

" I Four sisters who claimed

in a lawsuit their breast
cancer was caused by syn-
thetic estrogen theiwr mother
took during pregnancy in
the 1950s have reached a
settiement with the drug
company Eh Lilly and Co.

Attormey Julie Oliver-
Zhang said the settlement,
for an undisclosed amoynt,
was reached on Wednesday,
the second day of a tnal
in U.S. Dastnict Court in
Boston. The sisters had not
specified damages sought in
the lawsuit.

Indianapolis-based Eli
Lilly said 1t still believes
its medication didn’t cause
the sisters’ conditions but
a settlement is in 1ts best
interest.

The sisters’ case was
the first to go to tnal out
of scores of stimilar claims
hiled in Boston and around
the country. A total of 51
women have lawsuits pend-
ing in U.S. District Court in
Boston against more than a
dozen companies that made
or marketed the drug.

DES, or diethylstil-
bestrol, was prescnbed
to millions of pregnant
women over three decades
[0 prevent miscarmiages.
premature births and other
problems. It was taken off
the market in the early
1970s after it was hinked
to a rar¢ vaginal cancer
in women whose mothers
used DES.

Studies later showed
the drug did not prevent
Iiscarrages.

In an opening tnal
statement Tuesday. Aaron
Levine, another lawyer for
the sisters. said Eh Lilly
fatled to test the drug's
etfect on tetuses betore
promoting it as a way to
prevent miscarriages.

James Dillon. a lawyer
for Eh Lally. told the jury
there 1s no evidence the
drug causes breast cancer
in the daughters of women
who took 1t

He also said that no
medical records show the
mother of the four women
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in the Boston case took
DES or that if she did take
it that 1t was made by El
Lilly.

DES was not patented
and was made by many
companies.

WASHINGTON

Retooling Pap test

to spot more kinds
of cancer

For years, doctors have
lamented that there’s no
Pap test for deadly ovanan
cancer. Wednesday, scien-
tists reported encouraging
signs that one day, there
might be.

Researchers are trying
to retool the Pap, a test for
cervical cancer that mil-
lions of women get, so that
it could spot early signs of
other gynecologic cancers,
100.

How? It turns out that
cells can flake off of
tumors 1n the ovanes or the
lining of the uterus, and
float down to rest in the
cervix. where Pap tests are
performed.

These cells are too rare
to recognize under the
microscope. But research-
ers from Johns Hopkins
University used some
sophisticated DNA testing
on the Pap samples to un-
cover the evidence — gene
mutations that show cancer
IS present.

In a pilot study. they
analyzed Pap smears from
46 women who already
were diagnosed with either
ovarnan or endometnal
cancer. The new technique
found all the endometnal
cancers and 41 percent of
the ovanan tumors, the
team reported Wednesday
in the journal Science
Translational Medicine.

This s very early-stage
research. and woinen
shouldn’t expect any
change 1n their routine
Paps. It will take years of
additional testing to prove
it the so-called PapGene
techmque really could
work as a screening tool.
used 1o spot cancer 1n
women who thought they
were healthy.
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Time for GOP to ﬁght for balanced budget

B Congress failed when it came
to the ‘fiscal cliff’ and tax reform,
leaving few other options.

“Even victors are by victories undone.”’

— John Dryden

emocrats not allergic to anthmetic
Dmus.l know the cost of their “hiscal

chiff” victory. When they Hlinched
from allowing all of George W. Bush’s tax
rates, especially those on middle-class in-
comes. to expire, liberalism lost its nerve
and began what will be a long shde into
ludicrousness.

Those temporary rates were enacted
in 2001. when only 28 House Democrats
supported them, and in 2003. when only
seven did. But wath the "Amencan Tax-
payer Reliet Act of 20127 — did hberals
think about that title? — 172 House Dem-
ocrats voted to make the Bush income-tax
rates permanent for all but 0.7 percent ot
taxpayers — individuals earning more
than $400.000 and couples earning more
than $450,000.

Liberals could have had a revenue
increase of $3.7 tnlhion over 10 years. In-
stead. they surrendered nearly $3.1 tnlhion
of that. They cannot have repeated bites
at this apple. They cannot now increase
covernment revenues as a share ot GDP
through tax reform because Republicans

Washington Post Writers Group

the revenue question. And because tax
reform is dead for the foreseeable future,
so are hopes for a revenue surge produced
by vigorous economic growth.

No numerate person thinks today’s
entitlement state, let alone the steady
expansion of it that is liberalism’s aspira-
tion, can be funded by taxing the income
of the 0.7 percent of taxpayers whose rates
were just raised. Or the 2 percent whose
rates would have been raised had liberals
and their president simply allowed the
automatic increase of rates for individuals
earning more than $200.000 and couples
earning more than $250.000.

Because 82 percent of American earners
pay more in payroll taxes than income tax-
es, no politically concervable or economi-
cally feasible middle-class tax rate can
fund the entitlement state. And Amenca's
political culture rules out funding 1t with
new consumption or energy taxes. By res-
cuing almost everyone from restoration of

pretense of paying for their program of
ever-expanding entitlements. Instead, they
made trillion-dollar deficits their program.

From 1950 to 2000, economic growth
averaged 3.6 percent; since then 1t has
averaged less than 2 percent. Liberals
think today’s correlation between the slow
economic growth and rapid governmental
growth — including under George W.
Bush — is a coincidence. Conservatives
do not. And they note some recent actions,
done in December’s bright light of public
attention and fiscal anxiety, which indicate
that this government’s indiscipline is
incommgible and shameless. Consider one
detail in the Taxpayer Relief Act, and an
issue pertinent to the aftermath of Hur-
ricane Sandy.

Years ago. Congress decided that, to
save the planet, there should be tax credits
to bribe Americans to buy electric cars.
Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., believes it only
fair that buyers of electric motorcycles,
some of which are made 1n Oregon, not
get left out of the bnbery business. Thanks
to the Taxpayer Reliet Act, they won't.

People who choose to live in places
vulnerable to flooding believe 1t would be
unfair that the cost of their property insur-
ance fully reflect this risk. So government
subsidizes their insurance. and hence their
decision to live where there 1s increased
nsk of property damage that. when it hap-

Today’s government, whose railroad,
Amtrak, lost $834 million over the last 10
years just on its food service, has neither
wit nor will to stop subsidizing electric
motorcycles or to reform flood insurance.
Hence Republicans should rally ‘round
one of several well-refined constitutional
amendments requiring balanced budgets.
Such an amendment would be popular
everywhere, but especially in six states
important in 22 months.

Republicans need to gain six seats to
win Senate control in 2014, when Demo-
crats will be defending 20 seats, Republi-
cans only 13. Six Democratic incumbents
represent states in which Barack Obama
received less than 42 percent of the 2012
vote — Montana’s Max Baucus (41.7),
Alaska’s Mark Begich (40.8), Louisiana’s
Mary Landrieu (40.6), South Dakota’s
Tim Johnson (39.9), Arkansas’ Mark
Pryor (36.9) and West Virginia's Jay
Rocketeller (35.5).

Sixty-seven Senate votes are needed to
send a proposed amendment to the states
for ratification. There are 45 Republi-
can senators. There are nowhere near
22 Democrats who would vote for an
amendment Republicans could support.
Stuill. Republicans, whose divisions cause
Democratic gloating. could use a balanced
budget amendment to divide Democrats
who threw the remnants of their fiscal

insist that the Taxpaver Rehet Act closed

OUR VIEWS
Obama’s zero troops

stance is premature

istration 1s leaving open the option to pull out all troops 1n Af-

Il was disappointing to hear this week that the Obama admin-

chanistan as of December 2014, We fear this is leading up to a
plan to forsake all the hard work accomplished by the valiant men
and women who have put their lives on the line there in the name

of the United States

“The US. does not have an inherent objective of *X number of

troops 1in Atghanistan.
national securnity adviser.

~ said Ben Rhodes. a White House deputy
“We have an objective of making sure
there 1s no sate haven for al-Qaida 1n Afghanistan and making sure
that the Afghan government has a secunty force that 1s sufficient

to ensure the stability of the Afghan government. We wouldn 't rule
out any option. including zero troops.

Those 1ssues are central to talks this week as Afghan President
Hamid Karzar meets with President Barack Obama and Defense

Secretary Leon Panetta.

[t's beginnming to look ike Obama and Panetta are on opposite
stdes of this 1ssue. Panetta has said he foresees a need for a U.S.
counterterrorism force in Afghanmistan beyond 2014, plus a contin-
gent to train Afghan forces. He 1s believed to favor an option that
would keep about 9.000 troops in the country.

With the announcement of the “no troops™ stance going openly
public. Obama already may have made up his mind despite Pa-

netta s comments.

We did not stand with the president when he called for a set
troop withdrawal. Amernica must stand by its Afghan allies until
there 18 every certainty that the Taliban and al-Qaida don’t have a

future 1n the rule of the country.

We want to emphasize that Obama has months before a final
decision has to be made on post-Afghan troop involvement, and 1t
18 hoped that Karzai doesn’t overestimate his country’s ability to be

a peace-keeping force.

The Associated Press reported that David Barno. a retired
Army three-star general and former commander of U.S. forces n
Afghanmistan. earhier this week wrote that vigorous debate has been
under way inside the administration on a “minimalist approach™
tor post-2014 Afghanistan. Without what he called the stabilizing

“shp back into chaos.”™

influence of U.S. troops. Bammo cautioned that Afghanistan could

Also. the U.S. has not eliminated. nor fully contained, huge

numbers of Islamic extremists in the Afghan-Pakistan border area.
It remains a sate haven for extremists and a threat 1o Afghanistan.

It i1s our hope that the U.S. is not starting down a path that could
Jjeopardize a victory over the very core of terrorism.

We should remember

W

Jan. 10’s place in history

hile you won't see a great deal of interest in today’s
| 2th anmiversary of the Spindletop oil field in Beau-
mont. we think Midlanders should take notice and |

celebrate. After all. this event opened a new era for our nation and
the energy industry that propels the Permian Basin.

We appreciate the opportumty afforded Midland and West Texas
by those who followed Lucas Gusher, who literally heralded the
start of the Texas o1l boom through the Spindletop discovery.

Following in the steps of Gusher, we continue to extract o1l and

gas from the ground and this 1s the reason Midland is the place it
1s today. With developing technology. we believe the Spindeltop
legacy will continue for decades to come.

Jan. 10 should be an important date for us to remember here in
the middle of the o1l patch. In fact. we think all of Texas has much

to be thankful for on this date.
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Can Chris Christie rescue the GOP?

B The New Jersey governor could help
Republicans fiad their road back to rel-
evancy — if they let him.

pair of polls out this week shows the dire
Antulc the Republican Party hinds 1itself in

— and a way out of the wilderness. should
Republicans choose to take 1t.

Poll No. I: Rasmussen Reports found that views
of the tea party — the wing of Republicanism that
dominates party primaries and therefore the con-
gressional Republican caucuses — at a new low.
Only 8 percent of likely voters considered them-
selves tea-party members, down from 24 percent
in 2010. According to Rasmussen (which tends to
have a pro-Republican bias), unfavorable views of
the movement topped favorable views. 49 percent
to 30 percent.

Poll No. 2: Fairleigh Dickinson University
found that 73 percent of New Jersey voters ap-
proved of the job their Republican governor. Chris
Chnistie, 1s doing -- near his all-time high. Even 62
percent of Democrats approve of Christie, as well
as 69 percent of racial mmonties and 70 percent of
women. The top would-be challenger to Christie
in November's gubernatorial election is trailing
him by 33 percentage points.

So grim are things for the Democrats in heav-
ily Democratic New Jersey that the state Senate
president, Democrat Stephen Sweeney, apologized
Monday after saying Chnistie wished for Hurricane
Sandy to hit New Jersey. I guess he prayed a lot
and got lucky a storm came.” Sweeney had said.

Certainly, the storm — and, more important,
Chnistie’s forceful response — boosted the gover-
nor's standing. But the tea party’s record Ibws and
Chnistie’s record highs tell a larger story: Americans
are crying out for an end to ldcolﬁgu al warfare.

That has developed into Christie’s signature in
New Jersey. He began his term promising tax cuts
and fighting with the teachers union over tenure,
pay and education reforms, but he now preaches
reconciliation — a recurring theme in his State of
the State address Tuesday afternoon.

“Now, we’'ve had our fights,” he told state leg-
islators. “We have stuck to our principles. But we
have established a governing mode) for America
that shows that, even with heartfelt beliefs, biparti-
san compromise 1s possible. ... Maybe the folks in
Washington, in both parties, could learn something
from our record here.”

Chnistie, his eye on a possible 2016 presidential
run, overstates that record, both in terms of eco-
nomic progress and in terms of partisan coopera-
tion. But his message is undoubtedly a winning one.
More than three-quarters of Americans believe that
politics in Washington is causing “‘serious harm to

DANA
MILBANK

Washington Post Writers Group

the United States.”
— and they are correct to think so.

Chnistie lent his powerful voice to that sentiment
last week when he condemned as “disgusting” the
House Republicans’ decision not to take up a $60
billion Hurricane Sandy recovery bill because tea-

according to anew Gallup poll

party lawmakers considered it wasteful. “That’s
why people hate Washington,” Christie said at
the time, helping to force House Speaker John
Bochner to reconsider.

It was just the latest of Chnistie’s many breaks
with tea-party orthodoxy. Just before the election,
his effusive praise of President Obama’s “out-
standing” response to Sandy earned him condem-
nation from Rush Limbaugh and Rupert Murdoch.

He unnerved fiscal conservatives by saying that
the hurmicane recovery would probably require
higher taxes, because “there’s no magic money
tree.” He came out against the National Rifle As-
sociation’s plan to have gun-wielding guards in
schools, saying. “You don’t want to make this an
armed camp for kids.”

Earlier, after conservatives criticized his appoinl—
ment of a Muslim judge, he took on these “blgots
for their “gaze of intolerance.” And on immjgration,
he called for an “orderly process™ to legalize immi-
grants and he cnticized those who “demagogue.”

Certainly, Christie is no liberal, but his State of
the State speech was full of policy prescriptions
that conservatives might label big government:
“We ' ve requested the federal government to pay
100 percent of the costs of the significant debris
removal. ... We have secured $20 million from
the Federal Highway Administration. ... We have
worked with the Small Business Administration to
secure nearly $189 million in loans.”

Chnistie also bragged about “implementing
the toughest fertilizer law in Amenica,” fighting
insurers’ “excessive deductibles” and “investing
the largest amount of state aid to education in New
Jersey history.” He said “both Republicans and
Democrats” would make sure the state got its full
federal payout for the storm.

“You see.” he told the legislators, “some things
are above politics.”

It’s a lesson that could help the national Repub-
lican Party loosen the tea party’s death grip.

From the Right | Mallard Fillmore
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Associated Press OSHA representatives
sl ' have also been talking to
ast 10 NEWARK, N.J. —The employees at worksites
ot levels of harmful con- about workplace rights
i taminants at Superstorm and safety.
| Sandy cleanup sites in OSHA did not test plac--
ond New York and New Jersey es that were previously
TR have so far not exceeded  known to be contaminated
jgets federal workplace expo- for further hazards, but it
Loz sure limits, officials said did check workers for ex-
st Wednesday. posure to existing toxins
The Occupational at some of those sites.

<o Safety and Health Admin-  If a spill happened
i istration tested dozens of inside a business that
publi- cleanup sites, measuring handles hazardous materi-
ahents worker exposure to toxic als, such as a refinery that
ssne substances. had an oil spill, it is up to
2012 The agency fanned out  the employer to clean 1t,
' to workplaces and debris  assess employee exposure,
R R sites ranging from beach-  provide protective equip-
a’s es to landfills, testing for ment or deem the site safe | | |
™ airborne contaminants to return to work. Mary Egan Price, of Detroit, looks at a vast display for “Detroit Future City” presented during a news conference at the DWPLTP Home-
. and taking samples from Lenore Uddyback-Fort- base on Wednesday. The presentation introduces a framework for future decision making for the city.

debris and storm water. son, a spokeswoman for
led to Some sites showed the the U.S. Department of
states presence of contaminants  Labor, said OSHA tested M ﬂ KI N G ET R O IT
ki including asbestos, carbon for toxic material “based
- monoxide, lead and silica. on what substances were
n Others had increased in the area before the
yort. levels of noise. None, storm” and contaminants
cause however, were above moved by floodwaters. P .
lanced OSHA'’s permissible expo- - Other things, including SO-year bluep rlnt for CIty revealed
Crats sure limits. carbon monoxide and
-a Among the jobs being noise, occurred because

done include debris and
sand removal, tree cutting
and other cleanup. Other
testing came after an em-
ployee complained about
fumes or air quality.

Results of some tests
of the test sites — which
include private businesses.
parks and roads — are
still pending. The agency
tested residential demoli-
tion sites, but not inside
private homes.

“These nitial results
should not be taken by
employers as an “all
clear” signal regard-
ing potential exposure
to health hazards,” said
Robert Kulick, OSHA's
regional administrator in
New York. in a statement.
“It 1s important that each
employer continually en-
sure that workers are not
overexposed.

Testing began Nov.

S. The agency said 1t
continues to monitor sites
and look for “additional
potential contamination
left behind 1n structures,
as well as in cleanup and
recCovery process areas
where workers may be ex-
posed to additional health
hazards.” It will post
results on its Hurricane
Sandy page.

of the cleanup. Some sites
were chosen based on the
location of floodwaters or
proximity to hazardous
waslte.

However, Uddyback-
Fortson said 1t 1s not
the agency’s “intent or
mission to sample every
site.” and employers are
ultimately responsible for
detecting dangers.

Paul J. Lioy. a professor
and vice chair of the De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Medicine at UMDNIJ-
Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School and
expert on toXiC exposure,
said'storms like Sandy
can dilute chemicals. but
they can also push hazards
around. It 1s no surprise
that the results are not all
in, he said, because test-
ing takes time.

It 1s hard to know what
toxins the storm could
have washed n.

“We have no 1dea
what’s in the soil that's
washed up from sediment
that’s coming through
flooding or through the
groundwater, but they re
testing the right things.”
Lioy said. “You test for
metals and you test for
SOme Organics. you test
for highly toxic stuff.”

Associated Press

DETROIT —

50-year blueprnint for
revitalizing Detroit,
from leveling parts of
nearly vacant neighborhoods
for parks to relaxing rules for

| startup companies, was released
. Wednesday after two years ot
- research and community input.

The project was launched by Mayor
Dave Bing. who joined dozens of
community, business and philanthrop-
ic leaders in unveiling the plan for the

shrinking and financially troubled city.
' The 349-page strategic framework

focuses on job growth. land use. 1m-

. proving neighborhoods and rebuilding

infrastructure.

It doesn’t include financing plans.
but at least $150 million in 1mtial
funding will come over the next five
years from the Kresge Foundation.
The private orgamzation. which 1s
based in nearby Troy. has long been

- active in Detroit-area projects.

“It became clear to me that busi-
ness as usual would not effectively
transform our city, and a new frame-
work for Detroit’s future needed to be

businessman in Detroit. “I'm con-
vinced Detroit can be a world-class
CIty again.”

A major focus 1s on Detroit’s
ramshackle neighborhoods. The city
— which lost a quarter-million people
in the last decade — currently has
at least 30,000 empty homes and 20
square miles of vacant land.

Among the report s suggestions
are targeting vacant land and empty
buildings for employment distncts
to stimulate job growth in neighbor-
hoods. It also recommends encourag-
ing residents living in sparsely popu-
lated neighborhoods to move out. then
converting the land into open space or
community gardens.

Officials said no residents would be
left behind, though no mechanism 1s
in place to pay people in those neigh-
borhoods to move to more stable areas
of the city.

The report doesn tinclude specihic
timelines for projects. For example.
it suggests that zoning. land use. and
other policies and rules “must be re-
aligned™ within the next five years to
help the city stabilize some neighbor-
hoods. But organizers say the report 1s
intended to be a guide for current and
future city leaders. It's the culmination
of cooperative work by city residents,

developed,” Bing said Wednesday.
“As mayor of Detroit and a long-

time member of this community. I've

witnessed the steady decline of a city

with so much promise.” said Bing.

a former NBA star and successtul

1IC. nonprofit

business owners and others.

“The full potential of this frame-
work will only be realized with the
collective efforts and resources of ev-
eryone — public. private, philanthrop-
all pulling together.”

Rip Rapson. Kresge's president and
chief executive, said as he encouraged
other foundations and businesses to
get involved.

But the future of the 139-square-
mile city is clouded.

In the 1950s. about 1.8 million
called Detroit home. But dramatic
population and business losses over
the last SO years left Detroit with
whispers of a tax base. And the city s
current population of about 700.000
people 1s expected to continue falling.

The city also has a budget deficit
of $327 million, and Bing could learn
as early as Fniday 1f a state-appointed
review team will deem Detrcit 1s 1in a
financial emergency. If that happens.
Republican Gov. Rick Snyder could
appoint a manager to oversee Detroit's
finances.

Bing has said he 1s tocused on
his own restructuning plans. which
include the loss ot 400 to 500 jobs
through layofts and ehmimnating vacant
positions in the coming months. The
mayor also has been tearing down
thousands of vacant homes and build-
ings a year — with the goal of 10 000
by the end of 2013.

Along with addressing the
dwindling housing needs. the report
focuses on igniting business growth.
[t suggests relaxing business startup
regulations to stimulate entrepre-
neurship. encouraging growth of
businesses along economic comdors
and developing retail areas acces-
sible by toot.
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New York City crane collapses at construction site; 7 injured
|g" the
a $60 | | - o | _
se tea- Associated Press heavy machinery tion,” Sclafam said. slaughter charges. for several days until 1t of commuters from New
at’s 1o gel them out. He said the crash hap- A call to their oftices could be tethered. Jersey crashed into a dock
at NEW YORK — With the None of the injuries was  pened at the site of a project  seeking comment Wednes- The latest crane collapse  in lower Manhattan during
hn popping of cables and the life-threatening. for a 25-story apartment day wasn’t answered. wasn't the only notable ac-  moming rush hour. seri-
snapping of metal. a crane Preston White, 48, a building under contract by Those accidents spurred  ident in New York City on  ously injuring 11 people.
caks collapsed onto a building carpenter from the Bronx, TFI (il?{;“fm““':- ‘_‘arje“idf"* g:f I';"‘ig"“[i“" of the city's y  Wednesday. A high-speed  The cause of that crash is
ction, under construction near was working his first day at  tial and commercial rea ildings commissioner an | § o e
2 " ‘he East River waterfront the site in “ﬁ: Long Islalzd estate developer and prop- fueled new safety measures, ferry loaded with hundreds also under investigation.
dem- Wednesday. injuring seven  City neighborhood. He had  erty management company.  including hinng more
rdoch. people, three of whom turned to speak to a friend The company said it was inspectors and expanding
g that needed to be extricated when he heard a popping working with authorities to  training requirements and H N
ire from-underneath the fallen sound and turned back help determine what caused  inspection checklists.
ey machinery. around. the crash. “Another crane fell and
e As- The red crane toppled At that moment. “I saw It said the crane had been  killed a worker in April at a :
S 1 around 2:30 p.m., sprawling the cable whipping toward leased by a subcontractor, construction site for a new
is an across the metal scaffold-  the deck. ... You could just fEl;q?EpP:rfeTlt\g(l;krp Crane and Sumyr!gi .
point- :Edingpwﬂo;)d ﬁ,lll?nh da hs:{ll imcking. "W Construction cranes have  from most city construc- , Frac Sand Legistics
jgots” floor skeleton of a resi- The impact shook the been a S‘f’m[:z Oft;aff"y , tion saf;g rulfes bec;:lse i
zration, - 3 P T _ - * worries in the city since two  was working for a state-
1mmi- mﬂﬂmyg &I;g‘:gh of wﬂlmhs“‘:;i:ﬁ the giant rigs collapsed within overseen agency that runs | m West Texas Since 2008
ve.” Queens behind a big neon  framework of the building W0 months of each other in  the subway system. 432-699-4468
ale of “Pepsi Cola” sign, a local “like a hot knife in butter,” Manha“an.m 2008, killing Dum}g Superstorm ® © © © © ® © ® © ® % 0 ® ® 0 o
T fandmak: White said. because there a total of nine people. Sandy in late October, a Sl g e Py
nt: Workers putting up the was no concrete on it yet. New York Cranc s cquip-  construction cranc alop a ts @
pay second floor framework Roberson said the craiie ment was involved in one $1.5 billion luxury high- =
bris - - *  of those collapses. Owner rise in midtown Manhattan »
scrambled to get out of the  which he estimated to be l o Nanced tn hisk oinds °
- way. about 200 feet high, had ;ndames ted was (ne cndeﬂz;se ::;] "B W | .
gz:em “Once that snap came, been up since the weekend REQMRLEE DR - SRG ORREEE precanouny 9
that was it,” said Russell — and went down really ..
Roberson, 32, of Brooklyn.  fast. ’ 2 s
itigng “I just heard guys yelling, _ City nfﬁcigls went up Can t MOV& a®
ing ‘Run, run'” in a cherry picker while Improve with Accent .
e Nlaw The people who had to investigating the accident. ; .*
_r be extricated from under- Tony Sclafani, a spokesman -
s full neath the crane suffered a for the city’s Department e
range of injuries, broken of Building, said their engi- .
hings bones being the most neers were investigating the *
severe, Deputy Fire Chief cause of the collapse. Saturday 9AM - Noon 2
epub- Mark Ferran said “This is a mobile crane, * Odessa, TX 79765 o®
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By Meredith Moriak

mmoriak@mrt.com

The negative effects of standardized testing and
desire for stronger math-science curriculum in Midland
ISD were among topics discussed during a listening tour
hosted Wednesday night by the Texas chapter of the
American Federation of Teachers .

The teacher’s union, which represents more than
65,000 teachers, paraprofessionals, support personnel,
and higher-education employees across the state, is
hosting town-hall style listening tours throughout the
state. Wednesday'’s stop in Midland marked the organi-
zation’s 15th town hall.

Texas AFT, an affiliate of the national AFT union, be-
gan a statewide revitalization effort in August and more

Teacher’s union holds town hall meeting

Topics include standardized testmg, math-science curriculum

“We 're revitalizing statewide and going into places we
haven’t been in quite some time,” said Brandy Bianchi,
who moved to Midland in August to work as the local
unIon organizer.

Texas AFT has not operated an office in Midland for
more than 10 years, and until recently, there were only
30 members of the union, Bianchi said.

In the first few months of visiting schools to talk
with teachers during their lunch breaks and conference
periods, membership has already increased to more than
60 members, she said.

“They can come and talk with me about our organi-
zation and express their concerns and feelings about
changes that need to be made,” Bianchi said.

Bianchi focuses specifically on membership cultiva-
tion and educating teachers on polices at the state and
national levels.

L.OCAL & STATE

said.

By joining Texas AFT, teachers have access 1o $8 mil-
lion 1n mcupalmnal liability insurance.

“Sadly, we're 1n a time where teachers need to think
about covering themselves if a co-worker, student or
parent were to ever make an accusation against them.”
Bianchi said.

Additionally, teachers’ concerns and thoughts are
passed onto AFT lobbyists who work in Austin on be-
half of the organization’s members, Bianchi said.

Members pay $85 in membership dues their first year
and $135 per year after that.

Though only seven people attended Wednesday's
town hall, Louis Malfaro, treasurer and secretary of
the Texas AFT, stull conducted the histening tour. He
asked attendees what makes a high-quality educa-
tion, what changes should be made to standardized

" than quadrupled its number of field organizers who
! operate offices in communities to increase membership.

-

“A lot of teachers don’t understand that their pension

1s at risk, and we want to protect that for them.” Bianchi Please see MEETING/2B
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Basin Burger House
group of investors has taken a 1930s-era house at 607 N. Colorado and con-

A

vomditmmaﬂamm«wt-lousarutauramﬁndbar which opened its doors
: officially on

The new restaurant features a variety of hamburgers, sandwiches, salads and
appetizers, along with dishes for younger customers. Weekend brunches will fea-
ture different themes each and Sunday.

Hours will be 11 am. o 1¥p.m. | through Thursday, 11 a.m. to midnight
Friday, 10 a.m. to midnight Sahatigyand 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday.

The pariners pian to offer &an ap hWhunﬂmes!omandtotel
customers place orders at w arhouse.com. More information is
available by calling 687-5698.* -

! Firehouse Subs coming o Midiand

mmatwm‘ammw.masom.wmmnsm
tenant, Firehouse Subs, based in Jacksornwille, Fla.

Graco Real Estate, which handles leasing for the shopping center, said Fire-
house Subs is one of two leases it signed this week. The second new tenant will
be announced at a later date.

Known for its meats and cheeses, Firehouse offers a variety of
specialty, hot and cold subs and salads. The founders, Chris Sorensen and Robin
Soransen, come from a family that has spent decades serving in fire and police

m restaurant is 1o open in “mid-2013

expected
See the Business Scene in this Sunday’s Business section for more information.

Perry: No promises to restore past budget cuts

By Will Weissert
Associated Press

Perry’s call for tax cuts

short on details

that led to across-the-board cuts.
causing layofis of state employ-

ees and reductions 1n services.

has given lawmakers billions
of dollars more to work with as
they now head back to work.

increasing student enroliment
growth statewide. A booming

population means schools across AUSTIN — Gov. Rick Perry says the

time has come for Texas to look at cutting

. “1 frankly don’t understand the And this time, “my bet, Texas add an average of 80,000 + - 1 saying
AUSTIN — Gov. Rick Perry concept that we have to come not everybody’s going to be students per year. tax::%g gﬁmﬁy Ettm Bamhm |
made no promises Wednesday in and we have to fund every happy about where we spend More than 600 school districts  in the new session to pinpoint how the
that Texas would roll back any line item at or above the level our money,” Perry said. But he responsible for educating three- Texas Legislature might find tax relief.
of the deep state spending cuts  f which we do,” Perry said at added: “If we were failing in the  quarters of the state’s 5 million- mG:"ﬁS:m e m
imposed during past economic state Capitol news conference budgeting of our taxpayer dollars  plus public school students are i WSFE m“cfu o property taxensg
doldrums, even to soften the withi fellow Republicans House people would not be moving suing the state, claiming that the was on the table.
blow of $5.4 billion in funding Speaker Joe Straus and Lt. Gov. here in record numbers.” cuts make the formula used to The state's top Republicans defend
sliced from public schools two David Dewhurst, who oversees Lawmakers in 2011 voted to fund education so inadequate the timing of tax-cut talk by pointing to a
| years ago. | | the state Senate. o cut $5.4 billion in state funding  and inequitable that it violates mml mmm
nw_govemsajdd)ergsm “chmnemandwemm topubhcschoolsandethlcauma] state constitutional guarantees. ﬂ\oLWuuhoodmmH.amumom
, obligation to restore funding tize,” Perry said, “and what may  grants for pre-kindergarten and The GOP holds majoritiesin ~ Texas economy has left $8.8 billion in un-
| levels reduced the last ime the have been a priority four years other programs, triggering a both the state House and Senate.  Spent revenue in the current budget cycle.
Legislature convened in 2011 or  ago may not be as big a priority.”  sharp drop in the amount Texas byt Democrats are clamoring WO'M"W-'\:;W?'-BM
those imposed amid the depths Last session, the still-sluggish  spends per-pupil and marking that additional stage revenue m'wmmw'm DRNON Medic-
| of the national recession before ecnuwle-ﬁhmndmfamg the first time since World War II Rssociated Drida
1 that, even as a stronger economy - a $27 billion budget shortfall Mﬁn:[nngchdmkcepugmth Please see CUT{4B R
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Joanna Ozaeta

Joanna Ozaeta, 32, went
home to be with her Heaven-
ly Father on Saturday, Janu-
ary 5, 2013 at her residence.
She was bom on July 20,
1980 1n Juarez, Chihuahua
Mexico to Emesto De la
Cerda and Mana Trnmdad
Ozaeta.

Joanna 1s preceded in death
by her grandmother, Mana
(Nina) Gamboa and her aunt,
Ruth Flores. She 1s survived
by her loving family: hus-
band. Bradley Dean Courtney
of Midland: her parents.
Emesto De la Cerda and Ma-
rna Trinidad Ozaeta: brothers.

Efren Ozaeta and Ismael
Gomez; SISters. Isabel
Gomez. Olga Ozaela.
Lourdes Ureno. Manbel

Gomez and Rachel Gomez.
Joanna is also survived by
her mother-in-law.  Kay
Courtney.  brother-in-laws.
Branson Courtney and Bran-
don Courtney and her hus-
band’s grandparents, Eugene
and LaRue Courtney.

For my loving wile.
Joanna:
God looked around his

garden and found an empty
place. He then. looked down
upon his earth and saw your
loving ftace. He put his arms
around vou and lifted you to
rest. His Garden must be
beautitul. He always takes
the best. As the days come
and go and the world moves
on. | know vou're still here,
You Il never be gone.

On the night the Angel came
and took your hand, we cned
as you left for an unknown
land. But Heaven rejoiced as
vou came into sight. for vour
soul was a diamond. shining
s0 bright.

Services will be held 1n El
Paso. Texas.

Arrangements were made
with Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin
Funeral Home and Chapel.
Family messages and condo-
lences mav be emailed to
pipkin@ nts-online.com or
you can visit our website at w

(Omeshons about death nobices or online
Gues! Books? Fmaal: obstsic mrl.com

i +-.
R %

o

\ B
Funeral Home
2908 N, Mg Speing - Midinad, TX - 412) 6003780
Lou Ruth Beyd

Lou Ruth Boyd was bom
in Denton County on October
8, 1921 and died on January
6, 2013, where she was a res-
ident at Manor Park in Mid-
land, Texas. Ruth’s famuly
were the founding members
of the First Baptist Church n
Flomot, Texas in Motley
County, and she was a de-
vout Chnstian her entire life.
Ruth graduated from Flomot
High School, and attended
West Texas State College in
Canyon, Texas for two years.
During WWIL, she served as
a volunteer at the air base in
Childress, Texas. While hiv-
ing in Crane, Texas, she was
a member of numerous civic
organizations, was involved
in community and school ac-
tivities as a volunteer and
was a member of Eastern
Star. After moving to Mid-
land, she was office manager
for Buddy's Flowers for sev-
eral years. bookkeeper for
Cotton. Bledsoe. Tighe and
Dawson PC until retirement.
and later, a part-time recep-
tiomst for Dr. Thurston
Dean’s Orthopedic  Chinic.
She mamed Joe Boyd iIn
1975 and they had 25 won-
derful years together.

Ruth 1s preceded in death
by her parents. Al and Molly
Clements, and brother Scotty
Clements of  Childress,
Texas, daughter. Mary Ruth
Thomas Bass of Midland.
Texas. husband Joe Woody
Boyd of Midland. Texas, and
step-son. Joe Allen Boyd of
Andrews, Texas.

She 1s survived by her son.
Dr. Stephen Thomas and
wife Vicki of Mdland,
Texas. granddaughter, Lind-
say Sloan Sims of Austin.
Texas, step-son Bruce Boyd
and wife Kathy of Phoenix.
Anzona, and several grand-
children.

A graveside service will be
held at Resthaven Memonal
Park on Fnday. January 11,
2013 at 1:00pm with Robert
Kirk officiating. The famly
wishes to thank Dr. Robert
Vogel. the staff at Manor
Park. and Hospice of Mid-
land for their nurture and
care for Ruth while she was a
resident at the Mabee Center.
In hieu of flowers. the family
requests memonals are given
to the Mary Ruth Thomas
Endowed Scholarship at

All Obituaries must be
stebmited by 3:30 PM. prior
to next publication day.

ww.lewallengarciapipkinfh.c | Midland College, Midiand,
L.ewallen

Texas.
Ellis Funeral Home

Funerals & Cremations
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Phyllis Speight, devoted
wife and mother passed away
on January 8, 2013. She was
bon to John and Dallas
Mayberry on December 15,
1933 in Seminole County,
Oklahoma, as their only
child. She met and mammed
the love of her hfe, Carl Ed-
mond Speight on June 3,
1952, who was serving in the
Air Force at the ime. After
Carl was discharged from the
service and had completed
his Petroleum Engineering
degree at the University of
Oklahoma. they moved to
Dallas, Texas. where she
worked for Braniff Airlines.
They moved to Van and then
to Andrews,
settling in Midland in 1963.

She was a devoted mother
to her five children and spent
much of her ime with them
at their various activities,
which included vanous team
sports and being a Den Moth-
er for Cub Scouts. Phyllis
loved to read, watch high
school, college and-professio-
nal football and was an avid
Republican. Throughout her
lifetime in Midland, she was
active 1n many organizations;
such as the Petroleum Engi-
neers Wives Club, Midland
Republican Women's Club
and a member of the Ladies
Assoctation at  Midland
County Ciub. She treasured
each of her friends in the
Keystone Sunday School
Class at St. Luke's United
Methodist Church.

She was a great woman of
faith who always put the
Lord and her family first. She
will be greatly missed.

Phyllis 1s preceded in death
by her parents, her only
daughter Suzanne Evelyn
Speight and her husband of
53 years, Carl Edmond
Speight.

Those left behind to honor
and chenish her memory are
her sons and their wives: Carl

Texas before |

g

City Gate." Proverbs 31:31

Family will receive friends
on Thursday, January 10,
2013 between the hours of
6:00-8:00pm at Ellis Funeral
Home. Following a pnvate
graveside service, a memori-
al service will be held Fnday,
January 11, 2013 at 10:30am
at St. Luke’s United Method-
ist Church, 3011 W. Kansas,

in Midland, Texas. Memori- |

als may be directed to St
Luke’s United Methodist
Church of Midland, Texas, or
to any chanty of choice. On-
line condolences may be of-
fered at www ellisfunerals.co

Ellis Funeral Home

Funcrals & Cremations

801 wirews Hny.
(432) 683-35350

On Saturday, January 6.

2013 Wilham Olin
McMillan, 62. passed away
peacefully at Midland Me-
mornal Hospital. Olin always
referred to himself as a true
West Texan and was quite
proud of it. He was born No-
vember 6. 1950 in San Ange-
lo. TX to the parents of Wil-
liam H. and Jo McMillan.

The family made their
home in San Angelo for sev-
eral years before moving to
Pecos. TX. While in Pecos.
Olin, spent the rest of his
childhood years. graduated
from Pecos High School. and
attended Sul Ross University
in Alpme. TX. After attend-
ing Sul Ross University, he
returned home to Pecos. For
a short while Olin spent time
in Dallas dealing with the
sale of precious jewelry. Re-
turning to Pecos, he joined
the oil field for employment.

employed by them until his
passing.

Olin enjoyed life in Mid-
land. Through his work with
MUGS, as a spectator, a
coach, and Member of the
Board, he had many close
friendships in Midland. He
never failed to complete any
task that was asked of him.
His good sense of humor,
loyalty, love of people and
his ability to leave a trail of
friends where ever he was,
made his short life here on
earth memorable and fulfill-
ing for him and for the peo-
ple around him. He was of-
ten referred to as a Man with
A Big Heart. Olin was also
a Mason and member of
Midland Lodge 623. AF &
AM. When he was not work-
ing, at lodge or just sitting
around, visiting and drinking
coffee, he probably could be

| found at the closest fishing

hole, or at least the one that
had the most water. Olin’s
life was never dull. he was
full of energy and never
failed to waste it.

Olin 1s preceded in death
by his father. Willilam H.
McMillan of Pecos. TX

He 1s survived by his lov-

ing wife. Jackie: one daugh-
ter Jenmter Drummond
And her husband Mike of
Midland. two  precious
granddaughters, the total
light of his eyes. Madigan
Rae, and Macie Reed: his
mother. Jo McMillan of Mid-
land: his sister,
Melody Thomason and hus-
band Vince of Muleshoe.
TX: Nephew.  Bryce
Thomason. wife Leigh and
their son Riley of Muleshoe.
TX: Niece Bnittany Bowley
and husband Bryce of Lub-
bock, TX.

Family will receive fnends
at Elhs Funeral Home. Wed-
nesday, January 9. 2013 be-
tween 6:00 - 8:00p.m.

Funeral Services will be
held Thursday. January 10,
2013 at North A Church of
Chnst at 3:00p.m. with Greg
Fleming officiating.  Inter-
ment will follow at Serenity
Memonal Gardens Cemetery
where a Masonic service will
be conducted.

Dorothy Pauline Williams
Lybrand of Midland passed
away on January 6th, 2013 at
the age of 82 years.

She is survived by her chil-
dren Mary Lybrand Perez
and Stephanie Dortch of
Midland, Barbie Nightengale
Of Oklahoma City, Roger
Lybrand, Jr. of Seligman,
MO, Les Lybrand ol
Carlsbad, NM, five grand-
sons and two great grandchul-

dren.
Fimore Johnson
Jr.

Filmore Johnson Jr. died
Jan 5. 1n Midland.

Funeral Services will be
Saturday at llam at New
Hope Baptist church., with
burnial in Fairview Cemetery.
Services are’ under the direc-

non of Thomas Funeral
Home.

Gladys Blakey

Gladys Blakey. age 86.
died at a local hospital Jan 7/
in Midland.

No services are scheduled.
Local arrangments under the
direcion of Thomas Funeral
Home.

Leroy Modkins

Funeral service for Leroy
Modkins 60. of Midland are
pending at Jackie Warren Fu-
neral Home.

Leroy Modkins died De-
cember 17, 2012. at a local

hospital.

Michael Alexander Garcia.
23 of Midland, passed away
on Monday. January 7. 2013.

Memonal services will be
held on Saturday, January 2.
2013 at 1:00p.m. at the Uni-
tarian Universalist Church n
Midland. Inumment will fol-
low at Serenity Memonal
Gardens 1in Midland.

Survivors include his moth-
er. Laura King: his father.
Mike and Shawna Garcia:
brother. Nicholas Garcia: sis-
ter. Amanda Page and lan:
grandparents, Miguel and
Martha Garcia; uncle. Alex
and Grace King; and then
children. Teagan and Landon
King: aunt, Wendy King: un-
cle Mark Garcia; aunt. M-
chelle Barcio and Bermie: and
aunt. Bonnie Collard.

Odessa woman pleads guilty to fraud charge

From staff reports

An Odessa businesswoman plead-
ed guilty in Midland federal court
Wednesday to charges she defrauded
several people out of more than $5
million. according to U.S. Attorney

Robert Pitman.

Darlene Aurehia Bishop, 41, ap-
peared betore U.S. Magistrate Judge
David Counts and pleaded guilty to
one count of conspiracy to commit
wire fraud for her role in a scheme
in which she defrauded vanous
individuals out of $5.854,701 over a
six-month period, Pitman said.

Bishop was the owner of sev-
eral businesses, including Amentex
Brokers. Paradize Funding. DarLin
Enterprises and JonDar Enterprises.

Through these businesses, Bishop
offered vanous “‘credit enhancement
opportunities” through the use of
“proof of funds” letters, according to
records filed in the case.

Between July 2008 and March
2009, Bishop worked with sev-
eral people affiliated with an entity
known as Apogee Financial to obtain
and use documents that appeared to
be from a bank. Bishop advertised
the service of providing “leased
funds™ bank accounts, in which a
client could “rent/lease” an account
that allegedly was established 1n a
client’s name, and then funded by
an investor 1n any amount the chient
requested and paid for as part of the

lease of funds.

By pleadjng guilty, Bishop admit-

ted that she knew the proof of funds
letters contained false information
and that her clients didn’t have
authority to withdraw money from
the account or to borrow against the
funds in the account, according to the
press release.

Bishop also admitted she used the
money she received in this scheme to
make several large purchases, includ-
ing several vehicles and a $672,000
residence in Odessa.

As part of the plea agreement, she
agreed to forfeit all of the cars and
the money obtained from the sale of
the residence.

Bishop will be sentenced 8:30 a.m.
March 27 by U.S. Dastrict Judge

Robert A. Junell. She faces up to 20

years in federal prison.

MCALLEl'ﬂ
4 officers indicted in
corruption probe

A federal grand jury has
indicted two former South
Texas police officers and
two former shentt’s depu-
ties on drug charges.

The U.S. Attorney s
office said Wednesday
28-year-old Jonathan Trevi-
no. 29-year-old Alexis Es-
pinoza. 28-year-old Fabian
Rodriguez and 30-year-old
Gerardo Mendoza-Duran
were indicted on charges of
conspiracy to possess with
intent to distribute cocaine,
as well as aiding and abet-

STATEBRIEFS

FROM WIRE REPORTS

ting charges.

The four men were ar-
rested in December after
they accepted thousands of
dollars 1n bribes to escort
drug loads 1n a federal
sting operation. Trevino
and Espinoza were officers
with the Mission police
department. Rodnguez
and Mendoza-Duran were
deputies with the Hidalgo
County Shenft’s office.

Trevino is the son of
Hidalgo County Shenff
Lupe Trevino and Espinoza

1s son of the Hidalgo police
Chief Rodolfo “Rudy”™
Espinoza.

DALLAS

USDA includes 157
Texas counties as
disaster areas

Nearly two-thirds of the
state’s 254 counties have
been declared federal pn-
mary natural disaster areas

from drought and heat in a
step toward providing help.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture on Wednesday
included 157 Texas coun- °*
ties in the 2013 designation.
Qualified farm operators
are eligible for low-interest
emergency loans.

National Climate Data
Center numbers released
Tuesday indicated 2011 and
2012 were the state’s warm-
est two-year span in more
than 100 years. Texas had
its dniest year ever in 2011.

Agniculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack overall des-
ignated 597 counties in 14
states as prnimary natural
disaster areas because of
lingering drought and hot
weather.

Odessa man convicted on multiple drug charges |

May 2007, the Ector County Sher-
iff’s Office found an active meth
lab in Copeland’s travel trailer and
pickup.
Copeland faces up to 20 years
in federal prison, a $1 million fine
and a minimum three-year term of
supervised release for each convic-
tion, according to Pitman.
Copeland, who has been in

From staff reports

A federal jury 1n Midland con-
victed an Odessa man Wednesday
on several drug trafficking of-
fenses. according to U.S. Attorney

Robert Pitman.

Paul David Copeland Jr., 41, was
found guilty of multiple counts of
possessing pseudo:phedrine with
intent to manufacture methamphet-
amine. conspiracy to manufacture
methamphetamine and attempting

to manufacture methamphetamine,
according to Pitman.

On 145 occasions between fall
2006 and August 2011, Copeland
purchased over-the-counter cold
medicine containing pseudo-
ephedrine — a key ingredient 1n
manufacturing methamphetamine
— from Odessa pharmacies, and
asked three people to purchase cold
medicine on his behalf, according
to trial testimony.

Testimony also indicated that 1n

federal custody since his arrest in

L

April, will be sentenced March 14.

-,

|

e

l

FELONYARRESTS

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Gabriel A. Alvarado-Torrez, 25, of Midland, was arrested
Tuesday on a charge of indecency with a child by sexual contact.
Salvador P. Balleza, 25, of Houston, was arrested Tuesday on

a charge of hoid for INS.

Rita C. Cone, 60, of Midland, was arrested Tuesday on a

charge of violation of probation.

Jeffrey P. Douglas ll, 26, of Midland, was arrested Tuesday on
a charge of assault on a family or household member by imped-

ing breath.

Vidal Galindo Jr., 28, of Midland, was arrested Tuesday on
charges of possession of a controlled substance less than one
gram and an accident involving serious bodily injury or death.

Letha A. Hutchison, 31, of Midland, was arrested Tuesday
on charges of abandoning or endangering a child with criminal
negligence, possession of a controlled substance greater than
four grams but less than 200 grams, interfering with child custody,
possession of a prohibited substance in a corrections facility and

failure to appear or bail jumping.

Shaquela D. London, 22, of Midland, was arrested Tuesday
on a charge of improper contact with a victim.

lesha M. Martinez, 22, of Midland, was arrested Tuesday on a
charge of hindering the apprehension or prosecution of a known

felon

Slrron J. Norman, 34, of Midland. was arrested Tuesday on a
charge of possession of a controlled substance greater than one

gram but less than four grams.

Douglas E. Pierce, 43, of Midland, was arrested Tuesday on

" charges of abandoning or endangering a child with criminal negli-

gence, possession of a controlled substance less than one gram,
possession of a controlled substance greater than four grams but
less than 200 grams and possession of a prohibited substance in

a corrections facility.

Carlos S. Tepeu, 32, of Houston, was arrested Tuesday on a

charge of hold for INS.

Source: Midland County Sheriff's Office

From 1B

testing, whether schools
are adequately funded and
what role parents should
play 1n ensuring a child 1s
well-educated.

“Yes, we're an orga-
nization that represents
teachers, but we re also
education advocates and
want to hear from com-
munity leaders and parents
about what’s needed
in their communities,”
Malfaro said.

T.G. Caraway, Lub-
bock’s local union orga-
nizer, said that during the
legislative session, Texas
AFT will focus on getting ’
more money for public

education and preventing
school vouchers.

“There was more than
$5 billion cut from public
education during the last
session, and now there’s a
surplus. We'd like to see
some of that money go
back to public ed,” Cara-
way said. “Additionally,
we do not want vouchers
for schools. Texas AFT
staff members have been
working against vouchers
in Austin for the last 15
years.”

For people interested in
learning more about the
local Texas AFT office,
email Brandy Bianchi
bbianchi@texasaft.org.

www.mywesttexas.com
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Pat Sullivan/AP

Rice farmer and crop insurance broker Tom Kaelley stands outside
his Eagle Lake office Wednesday and talks about the economics of
being a farmer. Texas rice farmers probably won't get irrigation wa-
ter 10 flood their fields for a second consecutive year after officials
overseeing major reservoirs in Central Texas voted Tuesday to

off downstream allotments if there’s no significant rain by March.

Rice farming

towns struggle

Associated _Prt*ss

EAGLE LAKE — Tom
Kallina has no fields to ull,
plant or flood. But his busi-
ness depends on Texas’ rice
industry and the likelihood
that farmers won’t get ir-
rigation water for a second
consecutive year threatens
to destroy 1it, along with
hundreds of others in his
area.

Three-quarters of Texas’
rice crop comes from the
Colorado River basin, an
area that hovers above the
national poverty rate and
offers few alternatives tor
employment.

Farmers struggled last
year after the agency that
oversees and manages
Central Texas reservoirs
cut off their imgation
supply following a historic
drought. With the drought
now two years old. the
agency voted Tuesday to
withhold imgation water
again if Lakes Buchanan
and Travis remain below a
certain level on March 1.

The decision aftects
generations-old rice farms.
along with mynad busi-
nesses that support. rely
and contribute to the indus-
try that brings $1 billion
into the state annually.

Kallina owns Areca
Rice Marketing, an Eagle
LLake business that acts
as a broker between rnice
farmers and commercial
buyers. In an average year.
Kallina analyzes and mar-
kets about 15.000 acres ot
nce. Last year, he did only
2.500 acres, and while he
also has a nce storage and
drying facility. the income
from that 1s not enough to
supplement the rapadly fanl-
ing marketing business.

“l am trying to keep it
open by taking money out
of my lifelong savings,”
Kallina said. But with three
children in college. 1 have
to decide at what point in
time that stops.”

Half-jokingly. he asked
friends gathered at a local
restaurant if they might
be able to hire him to sell
crop insurance, and called
it “surreal” when during
lunch his son, a student at
Texas A&M University,
emailed him a link with a
job posting at the College
Station school.

The drought dominates
conversation at Tony Taco's
restaurant in Eagle Lake,
where more than half the
3,700 residents get some
income from the nce in-
dustry and nearly everyone
knows each other. Those
gathered Tuesday for the
weekly fajita buftet talked
about who was dnlling
wells, who was taking on
side jobs and, ultimately,
which of them might make
it.

“I’m not wormed about
me. I’m more wormed
about him,” said farmer
Craig Guthman, pointing at
Kallina.

Guthman noted that
he and other farmers can
squeak by with crop insur-
ance, which covers about
half their losses. Last year,
he grew nothing on his 900
acres. Without water, this
year will be the same. The
insurance won'’t go a third

year though, so like many
mhel's. he ispaying about
$400,000 to drill a well
that will allow him to grow
about 350 acres of rnice
even without water from
the Lower Colorado River
Authority, an investment
that will take 20 years of
farming to cover.
on a tooth-
the tl:l‘ly man was
jon about

without water

uncle grow rice on 2,000
acres. His grandfather and
great-grandfather did the
same.

“We're going to farm.
It’s a culture. It's what we
do.” explained Tom Kelley.
whose family has been
farming 1n Eagle Lake
since 1897, But Kelley also
sells crop insurance on the
side and recently opened a
smokehouse 1in town.

Farmers have been grow-
ing rice in Eagle Lake.

a town about 65 miles
southwest of Houston.
since 1897, They flood
their iields. called paddies.
because the water helps the
rice grow in the clay-like
so1l and deters pests. They
have helped make Texas
the hith-largest nice grower
in the nation. and many feel
they are disproportionately
shouldering the burden ot
the drought because they
draw from the same res
ervorrs that supphy Austin
and 1ts suburbs.

“Rich people shouldn o
build mansions i the
desert. declared Arthun
Ethendge. who sells John
Deere equipment in Eagle
Lake. “"Those lakes were
built for agnculture. not
recreation.

Clara Tuma. a spokes-
woman for the LORA. sad
in an ematled statement
that the agency under-
stands the dithiculties ol
the drought tor people in
the lower Colorado Rinvel
basin. but farmers pay less
tor water than others and
the understanding 1s that
during a drought they are
the first to be cut olt.

The dECHCY, she added. s
commuitted to increasing the
region’s water supply and
1s considenng adding res-
ervorrs 1n the nce-tarming
areas.

Mcanwhile. Jay Davis
1s looking at more layotts
at his dryer — a tacility
where farmers dry and store
their nce until 1t 1s sold.
Last year. the dryer never
opened. Instead of seven to
10 employees. it now has
two full-time workers and
one part ‘ime. I 1t doesn’t
open this year — an almost
certainty 1f water 1s cut oft
— those workers also will
be laid off as well.

Davis said he and his
partner have taken 50
percent pay cuts, from the
storage facility and a nce
marketing business they run
near Eagle Lake. He has
downsized to a car without
a loan. reduced his tnps
to visit 1s children in New
York trom four to one and.
at age 58, stopped saving
for retirement. Every day
he checks the lake levels,
and he and his wife pray
for rain.

The state Legislature, he
believes, needs to invest 1n
dams and infrastructure as
the population grows and
water in the drought-prone
region becomes scarce.
Stll, he can’t buy grocenes
with hopes and dreams.

“I may have to look for
something similar in this
area in another state, maybe
move to Arkansas or Mis-
sissippi and look for a place
to open up business or go
to work for somebody,”
Davis said.
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Official admits school finance report errors

Vaserctaated Proas

\L'STIN \ slate
cducational otheral
testibvang tor the Texas
\ttorney General s othee
AChNnOW IL'll:‘:_',L'll \\Cltlwht]njx
that she made calculation
crrors when compiling a
report presented during the
school himance tnal.

| he nustakes came in
database hindings oftered
by Lisa Dawn-Fisher. the
[exas BEducation Agency s
ASSOCIAe COMMISSIONC]
tor school finance. They
were discovered during
her cross examination and
WUETC W ldt:%pl't.‘ild L‘l]ullg_'h
that state District Judge
John Diets ordered the
state to fix them and com
pile a new version of the
report by next week.

Dietz noted that the
case will eventually be
appealed to the Texas
Supreme Court. which will
review the record of the

Codourt pﬁk‘tﬁ‘ﬁtlll]g‘u-

il e s il

—

B

“We want to present the
Supreme Court with the
most accurate database the
parties can produce.” Dietz
satd.

Dawn-Fisher’s onginal
report showed that gaps
in the amount of state
funding received by school
districts in wealthy parts of
Texas and those in poorer

| areas fell between 2006

and 2012. But Rick Gray.
an attorney representing a
coalition of school districts
suing the state. found
several problems with her
calculations.

“You know some of

| these numbers are showing

incorrect data.” Gray told
the witness. “There 1s a
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chitch i your database
\ter sexveral questions
about muscalculations.
Dawn Fisher acknowl
cdecd she made mistakes
One large one was ~he
counted twice the amount
of state tunding redis-
tributed among poorei
Jdistricts under Texas

“Robimm Hood

sChools are IT’IJdL‘\_{lldlt'
since the state Leganslature
volded i 2011 tocut S>> 4
biilion trom pubhic educa-
Lon and grant programs
tor things hike pre-kinder-
carten programs

The cuts came as Texas
hooming population
has seen public school
cnrollment increase by an
aerage of SO0 st
dents annuallyv. and anud a
sha P ncrcase in students
trom low -income tamihes
and among those who
require addimonal Enghish
languaee istruction
Both STOUPS Cost more o
districts argue

so-Called
S\ s
Gray did not assert the
mistakes were intentional
NMore than 600 school
districts responsible tor
cducating three-tourths ol
[exas” roughly S million
public s¢ hool students
claam tunding levels tor

~'-'u..'hl‘lil"«

cducate.

| he calculations mas
LII\L“-- LTHC O ered W L'{IIIL'“*
day were not the tirst to
come out during the case

Syvracuse University
Protessor William Dun-
combe had previously
testitied on behalt of the
~hool districts lh;ll Texas
needs to spend an addi-
tnonal 57 bilhion annually
to adequately tund pubhic
But the state
tound errors in the data
Duncombe uscd 1o reach
that conclusion.
ruled in November that
districts could not submit
4 corrected verston ot has
work mto evidence.
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What sickness does a martial artist get? Kung flu.
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BANANAGRAMS!

; Using each three-letter word just once, combine

a word in the left column with a word in the right.

LEVEL Then rearrange each six-letter scramble to form
a word that begins witha U, A or T and
write it into the appropriate space.
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= Yesterday's Answer: CLEFT, SYRUPY; UNCUT, WISDOM
o

1.10




B Even potheads are
confused about this

one, but there even has

been a collection on
the tax.

L]

friend and former
colleague, noting
that Colorado and

Washington have made pot
smoking almost manda-
tory, suggests I remind you
that marijuana remains
illegal. though taxable, in
Texas.

Our state Legislature,
periodically praised as
among the nation's top 40,
could change that during
the 2013 session, which
will begin Tuesday. But
don’t inhale deeply and
hold your breath waiting
for it to happen.

So far, all I see 1s legisla-
tion from Rep. Harold
Dutton, D-Houston, that
would change possession
of less than a gram of pot
to a Class A misdemeanor
instead of a state jail
felony.

The Legislature sull
could legalize marijjuana.
And the legislative session
could end without a law-
maker doing something to
cause us coast-to-coast em-
barrassment. The odds are
about the same for both.

So, until otherwise
notified, here’s the re-
minder: There 1s a state
tax on marijuana (spelled
“manhuana’ in the law).
[f owed, please pay 1t. |
would, however, enjoy see-
ing someone challenge the
law based on a claim that
what you possessed was
marijuana. not marthuana.

The tax 1s levied on
dealers, defined in the law
as someone who “imports
into this state or manufac-
tures. produces, acquires
or possesses ... more than
four ounces of a taxable
substance consisting of or
containing marthuana.”

To show the tax has been
paid, the state comptrol-
ler sells stamps featuring
the gnm reaper and the
word “DRUGS"™ with ar-
rows leading 1n opposite
directions to the words
"DEATH™ and "TAXES.”
Subtle.

As with all taxpayer
information. the comptrol-
ler must keep marijuana
tax payments confidential.
which means he or she

can t call the cops and turn
you 1n.

The tax rate 1s $3.50 per
gram, with a 4-ounce mini-
mum. due when a dealer
“imports, manufactures.
produces. acquires and/
or possesses a controlled
substance.”

- Who, when not stoned
beyond reasonable judg-
ment, would pay the mari-
juana tax? Good question,
and as I told you above,
we ‘re not allowed to know.
But there’s evidence that

Foop Eic.
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il =
r
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Pot illegal but taxable
in Texas — really

RoBis
KI\[.}I W\

Plus

KEN

some folks are paying 1t.
The state does not separate
marijuana tax collections,
but overall eollection of the
levy on illegal controlled
substances has ranged in
the past six years from
a low of $877 1n fiscal
2010 to a hugh (pardon the
expression) of $10,660 in
fiscal 2012, which ended
Aug. 31.

Collection of the tax,
on the books since 1989,
peaked at $534,269 in
1993. Anybody have a
theory about that year”

The stamps seem to have
some souvenir value. A
version of the controlled cms
substance stamp was of-
fered on eBay this month b ——
for $99.95. Drug test,
please, for anybody who'd
pay that much for the
stamp.

| ind manjuana us-
ers amusing in kind of
a disturbing, willing-to-
break-the-law-because-it-
makes-them-comfortably-
numb kind of way. And
| found an inderesting
online conversation about
the Texas marijuana tax.
It’s on manjuanapassion.
com and was nstigated by
metalchick832.

“]1 know we re not sup-
posed to discuss ‘dealing’

Capitol in Austin on Wednesday.

could give Texas a chance to
undo some of the 2011 cuts
to schools. Perry countered.
however, that state funding
for schools over the past

10 years increased at a rate
three times that of enroll-
ment growth.

“I think under any sce-
nano the last decade. the
funding that we have seen In
the state of Texas for public
education has been pretty
phenomenal.” he sad.

Perry also said: ~'l
don’t imagine that we re
ever going to quit having

arguments about "Are we
spending enough money™”
or ‘Are we spending 1t 1n the
right places”.” but | would
suggest o you that. in the
last decade. Texas has done
a very good job of tundinz
public school education.”

The governor had
breakfast Wednesday with
Dewhurst and Straus and
the tnio agreed that the
improved economic outlook
means it’s tme to push for
tax cuts.

But addressing reporters
after Perry’s comments.,
Dewhurst broke ranks

somewhat. saymg: At the

on this website, but I had
planned to give away some
of my bud as a gift to
friends. Apparently these
gifts have to be stamped,
too. My question 1s this:
Does anyone know how

to acquire these stamps
legally but not be too open
about 1t”7"

The correct respohse, of
course. 1s that paying the
tax can't lead to prosecu-
tion. The more amusing
responses came from
metalchick832's peers on
marijuanapassion.com.

“I don’t get it.” said The
Stickylcky. “You can le-
gally sell drugs in Texas?”"

Mr. Wakenbake said. |
“The stamps are a govern- |
ment scam. To get them |
you must have the marn-
juana 1n hand. which 1s
illegal and an automatic
arrest. Also they don’t even
print ‘em.”

Wrong. wrong and

By Juan Carlos
Llorca
Assocrated Press

EL PASO — A federal
judge sentenced a Brit-
i1sh businessman to nearly
three years in prison
Wednesday for trying to
buy surface-to-air missile
- parts from undercover
U.S. agents to resell to
Iran.

Christopher Tappin. 66.
pleaded guilty in Novem-
ber to aiding and abetting
to export defense matenals
in a deal that opened the
door for him to serve part
of his sentence in Brit-
ain near his ailing wife.
U.S. District Judge Dawvid
Briones in El Paso said
Wednesday that he would
wrong, Mr. Wakenbake, recommend that the U S.
as was Pussum, who | Department of Justice
said, “You might as well | approve any request by
walk up to the cops with Tappin to be transferred to
a bag of grow and stick the United Kingdom.
out your wrist if you try Tappin read a bniet
to acquire one of those statement during the sen-
stamps. ... Remember, no tencing hearing in which
matter how you slice it, the | he apologized for the
gov(iernment) still thinks crime.
weed 1s illegal.” “I regret my actions and

No. 1t’s not that the the impact they had on
Texas government still my family.” he said. | am
thinks weed is 1llegal; 1t looking forward to putting
really is illegal. For now, | this incident behind me
the status remains quo. and returning to my previ-
Marjuana 1s illegal. but ous unblemished hife and
taxable. in Texas. my wife.”

If you're going to do the As part of the plea deal.
cnme. you must be willing | prosecutors agreed not
to pay the dime. to oppose any request by

Read our local
columnists in the
Wednesday and
Sunday West Texas
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Tappin to serve part ot his
33-month sentence in Brit-
ain. Along with approval
from the Department of
Justice. Tappin also needs
approval from the Brniush
government to serve time
In one of its prisons

In 2006. Tappin as-
sociate Robert Gibson
contacted a company set
up by undercover U.S.
agents to buy battenes tor

surface-to-air missiles.

‘Awarding $1.1 million in
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Deborah Cannon/Statesman.com

end of the day, we re going
o be putting more resources
into public education.”

He said the lawsuits,
which are being heard 1n
state district court but likely
will be appealed to the
Texas Supreme Court. will
eventually give lawmakers a
figure the state will have to
spend per-pupil to adequate-
Iy fund schools.

Straus. meanwhile. has al-
ready promised to increase
funding to schools enough
to cover enrollment growth

— requiring at least an extra
52 bilhion.
Dewhurst also wants to

Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst, center, speaks during a news conference with House Speaker Joe Straus, left, and Gov. Rick Perry at the

take $1 billion from the
state’s cash reserves, known
as the Rainy Day Fund, to
pay for projects to improve
water infrastructure 1n a
state frequently plagued by
drought — a plan Perry said

‘ednesday he supports.
The lieutenant governor
also spoke about improving
highways and education,
ideas Straus seconded.

“We have some unfin-
ished business from last ses-
ston to take care of,” Straus

said. “In a growing state. we

have to take care of some
prionties.”

= B

U.S. authonues alleged
Tappin provided under-
COvVer agents with talse
documents to decerve
authorities and circumvent
the requirement tor the
batteries to be hicensed
by the U.S. government
betore being exported.
“We hope this sends a
message to people that are
selling defense matenals
that we monitor sales and
shipments. and that we are

o

I

[ I S
WILL BE AWARDEL

Briton gets 33 months for weapons-to-Iran plot

watching.” tederal pros-
ecutor Greg McDonald
sard Wednesday.

The judge dismissed
charges of conspiracy to
tllegally export defense
articles and conspiracy to
conduct illegal financial
transactions. Tappin must
also pay an $11.357 fine.
the amount he would have
profited from the sale.

Tappin must report to
prison by March 8.
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' Q: What are the basic types of clouds?
A: The first person to name different cloud
Yo types was a London pharmacist, Luke How-
i ard, back in 1803. “Howard came up with a
b classification system based on the shape of the
f cloud, the layer of the atmosphere in which
;o the cloud existed, and whether or not the cloud
produced rain,” said Brent McRoberts of Texas o Fronts Pressure
K A&M University. “The three basic families of il oiailio a0k T
he clouds are heaps of separated clouds (cumulus), \\\\ 0 0
layers of wide clouds (stratus) and wispy clouds
(cirrus). Clouds that rain are known as
nimbus. To get the exact name of a cloud, the n. _ = P <A U r v, -
cloud type is combined with a prefix or suffix Monthtotal................ 1.37 in. Normal high .................. el 7 :/‘;’ s e s o O _*_ ;
that defines where the cloud is. Yeartotal ................... 1.37in. Normal low ................... -
Eow Source: Department of Atmospheric Sciences Normal total | Sunrise.. ... 7-56 a.m. Showers Rain T-storms Flurries Snow ice
1 2 n at Texas A&M Universiry (yeartodate) ............. 0.13in. Sunset ................ 6:03 p.m.
prove 2
) A , ' . GOREN BRIDGE
ed by - Readers urge wife to work through problems at home GUREN BRIDGE
ry said - With Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch
1s. DEAR ABBY: This 1s 1n
or response to “Had It in Hart- .
oving ford” (Oct. 6), who has been DEAR ABBY Masterful technique
on, unhappily married to her hus- West led the nine of hearts, and
I_ band for 20 years. She said East-West vulnerable. South deals bk — Cacod wiih }dh ; dt
: she married him for all the Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. | | declarer was faced 1.“ al Ost O .
in- sl Box 69440, Los Angeles. CA 90069. Her column is NORTH oplions. Kine hnc s 1o ast our et
st ses- WIong reasons and “has never e e ME e D R AK6 winners 1o see what discards. 1 any.
Straus loved him the way a woman + | o R ' Q 1";4 were torthcoming. Another was 10 take
‘ should love a man. & .:]“; f two finesses in clubs. Looking at all the
ME, we After 1 had been married WEST T EAST hands. another was to play East tor the
mc for seven years, | went to attraction and pHSSiOH to carry lhiﬂgh she knows make him & 10952 dArAQ)84 queen of diamonds and end up with
my pastor concerned that them instead of friendship. happy instead of fantasizing :% o f‘,,, S 3 bour tiicks in cach wed sut i the ace
the grass on the other side We're told that marriage about other men. she might &76 ARQ3 af clubes. Eiectince fpooied Face i,
was looking greener than 1s 50-50. That’s not true. It’s find the love she craves in her SOUTH _R”w i e it SN 3 a2
mine. As we spoke, | began 100-100. I'm responsible marriage. " 11 | :3:.:::_[1:::‘:'#:3 It:.:r;::h;,ml:]l:,d[:,}::Irlrt?'
o FEQIIZE the extent C{‘ the for my .I 00 percent, uqd my L{)\'ing fee_lings come from \J72 Aopeed = dmm::nd wick East did not rel-
06- investment | had put into my spouse 1s responsible for his. loving behavior, not the other 10982 i b on lead
1d marriage and that | d'dn { “Had It” should take an- way around. The sooner she he hidkding It was obvious that West did not have
want 1o start over again on 4 other look at what she’s about realizes this, the sooner she | SOUTH  WEST NORTH  EAST a high card. so spades could not be
d new one. to lose and tally up the costs see that what she really wants ;“ ::;:: '}‘:l ::f,: attacked since dummy s King might be
' 1o ) My _mum_ alwaya told me. to her fam“y_ s she rea'l}' 1S right there at home with her Pass Pass lhu_ fulfilling tnck. East therefore exited
o Mamage 1S NOL easy. You lmppgd‘} Or has she ju._,l been family. And 1t has been there i o safely with a diamond. Declarer won 1n
'y 10 will always have to work on unwilling to choose to love?  all along. — DR. PEGGY B. ik ey with the king, came Vo tiand
ol it. There will be times when —_ BARBARA IN MOUNT The late Irving Rose of London was  With the jack of diamonds and only now
nus you won't feel that you like VERNON, WASH. DEAR ABBY: | have this one of the consummate technicians of ran the 10 of clubs 1o East s queen
endis him or love him.” | have been DEAR BARBARA: Thank _ STy . | , , East. a gentleman to the core. conceded
Ene : A: an message for “Had It | felt his day. Follow him at work on this deal hecanse even if e exited with a dia:
have '“ﬂ"!fd for 36 years now. Do you for writing. 1 advised like you and acted on my from a club game. nond. declarer woukd Bave 6 L:,“m
| nnlu:t_r handsome men, or “Had It” to think long and feelings. Don’t do 1it! Wart North-South were employing a 1.2-14 w*-::n'lrluk-: % thavid M;_III*-. il eithicy
"m HPPT?CIH‘E. a man who "}1‘3“ hard before leaving her until your kids are older. As range for an opening bid of one no- two clubs or a spade and a club
mc k"_“-"y > Of course. I'm husband. but that if she lruI}' much as you want a more trump. Iwo Clubs inquired tor major Declarer had scored his game despite
not hllnd or deﬂd | cannot love him the way he intimate relationship. you suits and three no-trump was the logical  the ace of spades and both the club hon-
Love 1sn't just a feeling. deserves. she shHuld move cannot begin to imagine the game. ors beng oftsade
but a cl}mce and a commut- on. My readers’ comments: impact straying will have on
ent. o comunted 10 my 1 1 your kids. | Today s Crossword Puzzle brought to you by Quiroz Custom Home Builders
husband not because I 'm DEAR ABBY: “Had It | deeply regret what | did
“supposed” to be, but because  doesn’t feel love toward her and 1 wish someone would
l CHhOOSl—IIE ld'?’l?f- 1 ht“ﬂ"f‘i‘;ﬂ husband because she spends have told me what I'm telling
me that "Ha never made her time and energy ruminat- ou. Pull yourself together. ®
that choice or worked toward  jpg about a “mializc" she }l“hink about your chigldren. I r z (432) 683-5504
it, but expected it to just hap-  thinks she made 20 years ago. extended family and friends. (432) 631-6734
Pt'ghe“f]“tualrl)ﬁ dax : She says he 1s doing every- You are connected to others CUSTOM HOME
€ has a foundation o thing right and they get alon through your husband. and ~
trust and friendship that helps Iine.t-lf she tned m):nilhing a once inuBi pull your marnage BUILDERS
a marriage through the rough  positive, like reminding apart, everything else falls
times. Many marriages that herself about the qualities she  away, too. — REGRETTING
end in divorce rely on sexual likes about him, and doing IT IN NEW YORK DAILY CROSSWORD
JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
ACROSS 2 Zone 35 Like some 53 Ankle bones
The stars show the kind of dav vou'll have: 5-dvnamic; 4-positive; 3-average; 2-so-so; |-difficult 1 Jon of “Mad Men™ 3 “Intend when fichonal twins 54 Damaging 2011
5 Site of the speaking 36 Serous upnsing East Coast
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Thursday, Jan. 10, walk into this scenano. A partner reacts 1o news. voicano Olympus 4 Genghis Khan 38 Naturahst John numcane
2013: You are leaming how unpredictable the people in ’ Mons P Jrgbs[aﬂc;eazm 40 :Ziem@? %Tﬁ:dg‘f
This year you make waves wherever you go. Your E-rdt:;r;hfe can be. Tonight: Sort through your man 13Double Stuftreat 6 Siema Nevada. 41 "No problem’ 59 Pirate's brew
combination of high energy, strong intellect and ' 14 Downwind eg 44 Like 1930s pnces 60 Longings
charisma draws in many opportunities for you. LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) %% % You might be 15 Hells Canyonis 7 “Calm down' 46 “Yeah. nght” 62 In the water
Others might see you as self-involved, especially  holding back more than you realize. Allow your on its westem 8 Frame jobs 49 Middle of March 63 Second
your sweetie. Work on being more aware of oth-  creativity to flow, and you will find solutions border 9 Textspeak SULM(W)* A"Wm
ers. and listen to feedback more carefully. If you rather quickly. Let go of a preconceived idea. mmm . ‘0 Hmm S B;gdumo 64 WSI' - Aok,
are single, you attract many admirers who wantto  Once you do, you'll see a new path. Reach out to say A aﬂeﬁ:"m s -
mhecake you theirs. You'll want to relate directly, but  a loved one at a distance. Tonight: Happily head 17 ‘Desgnpattem 11 °Get_ of ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:
ause of all the other activity going on in your home. on some Insh yoursel"
life, you could find it difficult to focus on one per- . CroSsSes 12 Fictional detective |E|S|PINJEAIM[E[N[D! s|o|[B]A!
con._CAPRICORN has endurance. Do not bet SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) #d# 4 You will 19 Morant Mother _ skledinjudo [N 1 |LIERTIA|L|[O[NJRA[P[ T[N
against him or her. have to change your tone or word choice In photographer 15 Wintry spike H
order to get through to someone. Demonstrate Dorothea 18 It might just come
ARIES (March 21-April 19) %% # Visualize and some flexibility when dealing with this individ- R tsider o s A[VIAJIBIAIR O[S]AIG[E
create more of what you want. Your energy of late  ual. Your creativity flounishes when brainstorm- 2Mop& 20 Subsides AfLfwi1 E|R AlX
could be very challenging to a boss, older person  ing with a friend or loved one. Tonight: Let 1t all 23 "Notsuprising 24 Geologic imes VI[N N]Y M|E
. or supervisor. Much is changing around the two  happen. 27 Carpenter's 25 bsv;?-m EEEE EEE E[S)
s of you. Use good sense, and remain responsible if accessory 26 Spill the beans
yoz care al:f)ut the long term. Tonight?(l)%num the SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) %% Usc 29 Eventin many 30- 27 Protective cover A|B|E D|E
self a mini disaster if you're not careful. If you 30 Newspaper 32 Salon acquisition
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) %% %% You have feel unsure of a situation or an offer, opt to hold nserts 34 Correcting, in a BJU[LILIE[TITIR
o, the ability to read between the lines right now. off for now. You will know what to do in time. A 31 Tizzy way ... or what (2] E[L[1}S
: Use the information you are gathering for your family member could be confusing at best. 33 Church leader would need 1o be EIN|T|E
’ own purposes. You might be stunned at what is  Tonight: Revamp your budget. 37Sray done to remove NEA[N]Z!
L occurring. Break past rigid thinking, and you just & isrond sl e
- l"l'l]ght like the outcome. Tonight: Relax and surf CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) ¥ %% %x*x You 42 Retailer Strauss n the answers 10
) ihe o are in your element, yet you also could be over-
whelmed by the hectic pace and the amount of
0y GEMINI (May 21-June 20) %% %% You have people seeking you out. They know who has 1t
, the capacity to relate intensely to key persons. together. Your intuition will guide you with a
You know what your expectations are,-but can  neighbor or close relative. Tonight: Check in with
you fulfill them? Share them with your inner cir-  a friend who might be depressed.
. 3 : 22
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