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The Howard County 
Elections Office is in 
need of poll workers 
for several precincts 
to help out in the Nov. 
4 general election.

Workers are needed for 
Precinct 304, the Elbow polling loca-
tion, and for Precincts 404, 405 and 406 
at the Jonesboro Fire Station.

If you would be interested in working 
during the election, contact the elec-
tions office at 264-2273.

Poll workers sought
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — This art is 

created not by hands, but by paws and 
claws.

Paintings featuring the brush strokes 
and paw prints of animals such as snow 
leopards and sea lions from zoos around 
the nation will be sold Tuesday.

The sale is part of an online auction at 
auctionnetwork.com to raise money for 
zoo conservation. It is sponsored by the 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums.

Spokesman Steve Feldman says zoo 
keepers have long used painting as a 
way to mentally stimulate animals. 

Pastels by penquins
Pappa Georgios Pizza in the Coronado 

Plaza  is this week's Dine Out Restaurant  
assisting the United 
Way for Big Spring 
and Howard 
County.

Proceeds from 
Friday's sales at 
Papa Georgio's will 
benefit United Way.  
A live band will be playing at the res-
taurant Friday night. Future partici-
pating restaurants will include 
Cowboy's Steakhouse and Greg's Grill,

Dine Out Day Friday

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Despite proposing a tax 
rate nearly 5 cents more 
than the rollback rate, 
Howard County commis-
sioners finished up their 
second and final round of 
public hearings Monday 
morning with no objec-
tions from area taxpayers.

Last month, commission-
ers agreed to a proposed 
tax rate of .5362 cents per 
$100 valuation, eclipsing 
the effective rate of .4134 
cents per $100 valuation 
and exceeding this year’s 
rollback rate of .4912 cents 
per $100 valuation. The 
rate is expected to pro-
duce an additional levy of 
$2.7 million more than last 
year’s rate, according to 
county officials.

The first public hearing 
on the proposed tax rate 
— held Sept. 8 — drew sev-
eral questions from area 
taxpayers in the audience, 
including local agriculture 
producer Donnie Reid, but 
no objections. Monday’s 
special meeting of the 
court followed a similar 
path.

According to County 
Judge Mark Barr, ongoing 
litigation between Alon 
USA — owner of the Big 
Spring Refinery and one 
of the county’s biggest tax-
payers — and the Howard 
County Appraisal District 
concerning what the petro-
chemical company claims 
is inflated valuations has 
made the 5-cent jump in 
the tax rate necessary.

And though 118th Dis-

See COUNTY, Page 3A

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

With just more than three 
months until the 81st Legislature 
is convened in Austin, Represen-
tative Joe Heflin and Senator Kel 
Seliger will be holding a town 
hall meeting Thursday at the 
Hall Center for the Arts on the 
Howard College campus.

Set for 5 p.m., both Seliger, the 
Republican Senator for District 
31, and Heflin, the Democratic 
State Representative for House 
District 85, say the meeting is an 
excellent chance for area resi-
dents to express their concerns 

for the coming legislature.
“Town hall meetings are a very 

effective way to communicate 
our activities to our bosses — the 
people — and get their input as 
we approach the upcoming leg-
islative session,” said Seliger. 

“Our joint meeting reflects the 
importance of legislators from 
each chamber working together 
to best meet the needs of the peo-
ple in the areas we jointly repre-
sent.”

Heflin agreed, saying he’s 
pleased to have a chance to meet 
with Howard County residents.

“It’s exciting to have this oppor-
tunity to meet with the people of 
Big Spring,” said Heflin. “I look 
forward to visiting with them 
about their concerns for next ses-
sion.”

According to Willia Ledford, 
district administrative aide to 
Heflin, Drew Darby, state repre-

sentative for District 72, has also 
been invited to speak during the 
town hall meeting.

“Representative Darby serves 
with Joe (Heflin) on the Property 
Tax Relief and Appraisal Reform 
committee,” said Ledford. “Joe 
asked him to be at the town hall 
meeting because he felt he could 
help answer some of the people’s 
questions on tax reform.”

Both Seliger and Heflin are up 
for re-election in November. Se-
liger will face Libertarian can-
didate Lauren Poindexter, while 
Heflin is set to square off against 
Republican nominee Isaac M. 
Castro.

By VALERIE AVERY
Special to the Herald

West Texas Centers for 
MHMR — the primary 
mental health care pro-
vider for 23 counties in 
rural West Texas — often 
needs assistance finding 
resources for people with 
substance abuse issues.

“Many of our consumers 
who live with mental ill-
ness also have substance 
abuse issues or co-occur-
ring disorders, meaning 
they live with mental ill-
ness and with substance 
abuse,” said Shelley Smith, 
West Texas Centers CEO.

“We often find that one ill-
ness feeds off another. The 
substance abuse is used to 
self-medicate the mental 
illness and make them feel 
better. But it’s just a cycle 
that is very difficult to care 
for and break. We work 
closely with our consum-
ers in finding the best care 
for their substance abuse 
disorders.”

One such resource for 
West Texas’ consumers is 
SAMHSA or the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health 
Service Administration. 

SAMHSA is an arm of the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services. The 
federal agency operates an 
online and toll-free service 
which locates substance 
abuse treatment facilities.

Participating in treat-
ment and recovery pro-
grams for substance use 
disorders is as effective 
as receiving treatment for 
other chronic conditions, 
Smith said. However, 
many people do not seek 
treatment for a number 
of reasons. Nearly 21 mil-

See ABUSE, Page 3A

Candidates here for Town Hall meeting

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

A worker unloads reinforcement bars off a pallet at the site of the future Howard 
County Jail on West. Highway 80. Construction on the jail, which began in 
earnest this summer, should be completed by mid-2009.

Drug, alcohol
abusers can
get treatment

“Substance 
use disor-
ders take 
an enor-
mous toll 
on our 
community 
and it is time that we 
support those who 
need our help.” 

Smith

Mum's
the

word

What: Town Hall meeting 
with State Rep. Joe Heflin 
and State Sen. Kel Seliger.

Where: Hall Center for the 
Arts, Howard College cam-
pus.

When: 5 p.m. Thursday.

No comments
at county court
public hearing



By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

IRVING — The Dallas 
Cowboys gave up two touch-
downs in a 14-second span. 
Terrell Owens didn’t catch a 
pass after halftime, Jason 
Witten spent time in the lock-
er room tending to a separated 
shoulder and Roy Williams 
broke his arm.

Meanwhile,  Brian 
Westbrook scored three TDs, 
a healthy Donovan McNabb 
made plays with his legs and 
his arm and rookie receiver 
DeSean Jackson accom-
plished something that hadn’t 
been done in 68 years.

Yet, somehow Dallas man-
aged a 41-37 victory over the 
Philadelphia Eagles in a wild, 
wacky game between NFC 
East rivals in the last home 
opener at Texas Stadium for 
the Cowboys.

“It was fun — once we won,” 
quarterback Tony Romo said.

“Well, it is one in the bank 
for us,” coach Wade Phillips 
said. “You never know when 
one of these will come back to 
mean a lot.”

Not until the Cowboys (2-0) 
snuffed out a double-lateral 
play on a fourth-down pass 
near midfield with 37 seconds 
left, after sacking McNabb on 
two of the previous three 
plays, was the victory 
secured.

“We knew if we kept chas-
ing him at some point some-
body would get him,” line-

backer Bradie James said.
Finally.
Westbrook’s final TD was a 

1-yard run, with a second-
effort surge over the goal line, 
that put the Eagles up 37-31 in 
the opening minute of the 
fourth quarter. That was the 
sixth lead change of the game, 
but not the last.

After Nick Folk kicked a 
47-yard field goal to get Dallas 
within 37-34, Westbrook fum-
bled on the next possession. 
The Cowboys went 67 yards, 
32 of that on Witten’s catch to 
the 5, with Marion Barber 
shuffling through the right 
side from a yard out with 4:35 
left. Barber also had a 17-yard 
TD catch in the third quar-
ter.

Philadelphia (1-1), coming 
off an impressive romp in its 
opener, went from trailing 
14-6 to leading 30-21 just before 
halftime.

“These were two great teams 
going at it,” McNabb said. 
“There are a lot of positives 
we can take from this game. 
But that’s not important right 
now. What we need to do is 
focus on working on the nega-
tives. That’s going to make us 
a better team.”

Witten was back on the field 
before halftime, after leaving 
for X-rays, and had a 42-yard 
catch down the middle of the 
field to set up Folk’s 51-yard 
field goal just before the break. 
The Pro Bowl tight end fin-
ished with seven catches for 
110 yards.

“Little shoulder pops out 
and that’s nothing,” Owens 
said. “It just shows you how 
tough the guy is.”

Owens had 89 yards on three 
catches, including a 4-yard 
score and a 72-yard touch-
down on Dallas’ first series 
that he punctuated with the 

kind of arm-flapping celebra-
tion he used to do for 
Philadelphia. His first TD 
moved him into second place 
on the NFL’s career receiving 
touchdown list; he finished at 
132, still well behind Jerry

See COWBOYS, Page 2B

Maybe this is a terrible thing 
to say, but Vince Young’s 
injury is the best thing to 
happen to the Tennessee 

Titans so far this season.
The drama surrounding Vince has 

been well chronicled the past few days 
and many questions have been formed 
with the leading subject being about his 
mental health and supposed desire to 
take his own life.

Speculating about 
someone’s life is noth-
ing to jest at and there’s 
no need to further dive 
into that topic. The one 
question every sports 
analyst seems to avoid 
is a much simpler one. 

Are the Titans better 
without Vince Young?

Instead of answering 
that question, everyone 
attempts to delve into 
the depths of Vince’s 
mind, wondering if the quarterback 
really did want to take his life.

Not to sound indignant, but who 
cares? Obviously, no one wants the 
great college quarterback to take his life 
and it’s probably time to leave him 
alone about the whole topic. It’s not one 
for public opinion. If he has some men-
tal anguish, then let Vince deal with it 
privately. Let’s not throw it around a 
table of NFL experts who have no right 
to dissect anything other than game 
film. 

The only question these pundits are 
entitled to answer is the one stated 
above. 

So, are the Titans better without 
Vince Young?

In this writer’s opinion, yes they are.
Let’s answer an amendment to that 

question. How much better?
That depends on the level of commit-

ment the Titans are willing to show 
Kerry Collins. However, based on 
Titans Head Coach Jeff Fisher’s latest 
comments Monday, it sounds like 
Tennessee could be a lot better without 
Vince.

“We’re going to get Vince back, get his 
knee back, work with him, get him back 
involved in the offense,” Fisher said. 
“But Kerry’s going to go ahead and play 
for us until either he struggles or what-
ever else happens. Yeah, you saw by the 
way he played. In light of everything, it 
just makes sense to go with him.

“(Vince has) got to get back,” Fisher 
continued. “He’s eventually going to be 
under center for us. When that happens, 
I don’t know. For right now, Kerry’s our 
quarterback.”

With this statement, it is now 
assumed Collins will be the quarterback 
in Tennessee as long as the team keeps 
winning. Expect to see 35-year-old veter-
an calling the signals for the Titans for 
17 more games then.

With this commitment, Fisher just 
took his team from a 6-10 season to one 
of the AFC’s top contenders. 

Look at the facts. Tennessee boasts 
one of the best running back combina-
tions in the NFL. Rookie Chris Johnson 
is one of the fastest players in the 
league and is a game breaker. 
Complimenting Johnson is one of the 
NFL’s better goal line and short yardage 
backs LenDale White.

Tennessee’s running back duo is very 
similar to Pittsburgh’s usage of Willie 
Parker and Jerome Bettis in the 2005 
season. The Parker/Bettis combo netted 
the Steelers a win in Super XL.

See TITANS, Page 2B
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Three hole-in-ones
at Comanche Trail

Three hole-in-ones were hit at Comanche Trail Golf 
Course in the past five days.

The first occured Thursday on the 11th hole, where 
Daniel Silen hit the fourth ace in his lifetime. He used a 
6-iron. The shot was witnessed by Jim Roger and Carlos 
Dimidjian.

The second ace came off the club of Trish Gabbord, 
who knocked in her first hole-in-one. She used a heaven 
wood to ace the third hole Saturday. Her husband 

Howard witnessed the event.
The final hole-in-one of the week occured Sunday on 

the 11th hole. John Slentz used a 5-iron to hit his first 
ever ace. The event was witnessed by Jim Roger, Jack 
Birdwell, Ariel Luna and Robert Jackman.

Howard College schedules
mini-cheer camp and Battle

Howard College is preparing to host its annual mini-
cheer camp as well as the Battle of the Cheerleaders 
Sept. 20.

The cheer camp is for girls from kindergarten through 
sixth grade. Registration is from 8-9 a.m. Sept. 20 with 
the actual camp lasting from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cost is 
$25.

All campers will then perform at the Battle of the 
Cheerleaders set to begin at 6 p.m. Sept. 20. The Battle is 
open to any organized cheer squad at the high school or 
junior high levels. 

Beginning this year, a traveling trophy will be award-
ed to the winner. 

Admission is $3 with students, cheerleaders and spon-
sors being admitted free.

Sports in brief

Young
no more
Older Collins makes
Titans a contender

AP photo/Donna McWilliam

Dallas Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo (9) celebrates with 
teammate Flozell Adams after throwing for a touchdown 
against the Philadelphia Eagles in the first quarter of an NFL 
football game in Irving Monday. The Cowboys won 41-37. 

Wild win
Dallas outlasts Eagles
in wacky shootout

The Associated Press
NEW YORK — Ed Hochuli’s acknowl-

edgement that he erred on a call late in 
Sunday’s San Diego-Denver game will 
mean lower grades for one of the NFL’s 
highest profile referees.

“Officials are held accountable for 
their calls. They are graded on every 
play of every game,” NFL spokesman 
Greg Aiello said Monday. “Ed has been 
an outstanding official for many years, 
but he will be marked down for this 
call. Under our evaluation system, an 
official’s grades impact his status for 
potentially working the playoffs and 
ultimately whether or not he is 
retained.”

The play occurred with the Broncos at 
the Chargers 1-yard-line in the final 
minute. Denver quarterback Jay Cutler 
dropped back to pass, the ball slipped 
out of his hands, bounced off the grass 
and into the arms of San Diego line-
backer Tim Dobbins.

Hochuli ruled it an incomplete pass. 
Replay ruled it a fumble, but it was 
spotted at the 10-yard line, where the 
ball hit the ground, and given to Denver 
because the rules did not permit posses-
sion to be awarded to San Diego because 
the whistle had blown.

See HOCHULI, Page 2B

AP photo/Jack Dempsey

Denver Broncos quarterback Jay Cutler fumbles the ball during the fourth quarter 
of an NFL football game against the San Diego Chargers in Denver Sunday. The 
Broncos beat the Chargers 39-38 after referee Ed Hochuli mistakenly ruled this 
play was an incomplete pass.

His bad
NFL says Hochuli
will be graded down
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The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 a.m. 
today:

• ERIC DEAL, 42, of 5700 Cedar, was arrested Monday 
on four local citations.

• SHALYN WALTON, 20, of 1804 Settles, was arrested 
Monday on a local capias warrant.

• NINA MARQUEZ, 25, of 200 E. 11th Place, was 
arrested Monday on charges of no driver’s license and 
failure to maintain financial responsibility.

• JUSTIN MEEK, 22, of 200 E. 11th Place, was arrested 
Monday on a charge of interfering with official police 
duties.

• MELISSA PUGA, 40, of 1409 Settles, was arrested 
Monday on a charge of possession of a controlled 
substance.

• UNATTENDED DEATH was reported in the 700 
block of Interstate Highway 20.

• TAMPERING WITH EVIDENCE was reported in the 
3200 block of 11th Street.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 58 inmates at the time of this report.

• ROBIN CAROL HICKS, 29, was arrested Monday by 
the HCSO on a charge of theft by check.

• LESTER CLAUDE DUFFER, 28, was transferred 
to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
burglary of a building.

• JOEY EUGENE MATA, 21, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
burglary of a habitation.

• HENRY RAMIREZ, 52, was transferred to the county 
jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of burglary of a 
building.

• MELVIN WILLIAM BIDDLE, 46, was transferred 
to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
theft.

• COREY PRESTON HOFFPAUIR, 31, was transferred 
to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
burglary of a building.

Naoma Coleman
Naoma Coleman, 86, of Big Spring 

died Sunday, Sept. 14, 2008, at her resi-
dence. Funeral services will be at 2 p.m. 
Thursday at Myers & Smith Chapel 
with burial at Trinity Memorial Park.  

She was born April 29, 1922, in 
Goldthwaite. She had been a resident of 
Big Spring since 1926. She and her hus-
band, parents and daughter have been 
in the restaurant business in Big Spring 
continuously since 1928, including 

Miller’s Pig Stand, Webber’s Root Beer 
Drive In, Terry’s Drive In, the Downtowner Café and 
Red Mesa.

She is survived by one daughter: Cindy McGuire and 
her husband Keith; two grandchildren; and five great-
grandchildren.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death 
by her husband: Fred Coleman Sr.; one son:  Fred 
Coleman Jr.; and one sister:  Yvonne Scherer.  

The family suggests memorials to Compass Hospice, 
1003 East FM 700, Big Spring  79720.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home. 
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com

Juan Garcia Rios
Juan Garcia Rios, 97, of Big Spring, formerly of 

O’Donnell, died Monday, Sept. 15, 2008, in a local hospi-
tal. A rosary will be held Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2008, at 7 
p.m. at Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel. Funeral 
services will be held at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Sept, 17, 2008, 
at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel with the 
Rev. Bernard Gulley officiating. Interment will follow 
at Borden County Cemetery, Gail.

He was born March 8, 1911, in Dilley and married 
Paula Esqueda Jan. 27, 1945. in LaSalle County. She pre-
ceded him in death  April 25, 2001.

Juan grew up in Dilley and moved to O’Donnell in 1958 
then came to Big Spring in 1998. He was a farmer and a 
Catholic.

Survivors include one son and daughter-in-law, Roby 
and Jan Rios of Coahoma; two grandsons; one sister, 
Lilia Deanda of Dilley; and one brother, Jesus Martinez 
of Dilley. 

He was also preceded in death by one brother, Santiago 
Rios. 	

The family suggests memorials be made to the Big 
Spring State Hospital Volunteer Services Council, PO 
Box 231, Big Spring 79721.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-Pickle 
& Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. 
Online condolences can be made at: www.npwelch.com

Steve James
Steve James, 51, of Big Spring died Sunday, Sept. 14, 

2008, at the Veterans Administration Medical Center.  
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

TUESDAY
• Grief share, sponsored 

by Home Hospice and the 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Seventh and Runnels 
(north end door), meets at 
6 p.m.. Drop-ins are wel-
come. For more informa-
tion, contact Sherry 
Hodne3tt at 264-7599.

•The Path, faith-based 
addiction recovery, meets 
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring 
Tabernacle Ministeries, 
1209 Wright St.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 
615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. 
and closed discussion 
meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for 
family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets 
at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex 

Sympathetic Dystrophy, a 
chronic pain disease), a 
new support and informa-
tive group meets at 213 
Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 
517-9207 for more informa-
tion.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. 

• The public is invited 
to Places and Pleasures 
— Republican Party 
Headquarters — from 4 
p.m. to 6 p.m. today. Food 
and drinks will be provided 
and Republican candidates 
will be there. Places and 
Pleasures Travel Agency 
is located at 222 S. Main.

• Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center’s Relay 
for Life team is selling 
cookbooks to raise funds 
for the American Cancer 
Society. The cookbooks 
can be purchased at the 
PBX operator’s booth 
for $10 apiece. For more 
information, contact 
Beverly Grant at 268-4952.

• A fund has been 
established at Big Spring 
Education Employees 
Federal Credit Union for 
Sheena Hill, who lost most 
of her possessions in a 
recent house fire. Mail 
donations to Big Spring 
Education Employees 
FCU, 1110 Benton, Big 
Spring 79720 or call 263-
8393.

• Ackerly Lunch Bunch 
will meet at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 27 at 14th 
and Main Church of Christ 
Fellowship Hall at 1401 S. 
Main St. in Big Spring. 
Lunch will be catered by 
Al’s and Son Barbecue and 
served at noon. Cost will 
be $11 per plate, including 
dessert and drink. RSVP 
to Betty Pitts at 267-1449 or 
Sissy Jones at 213-4452.

• HATS (Hope After The 
Sadness), an American 
Cancer Society Resource 
Room is now available 
at First Methodist 
Church. This center 
provides information and 
valuable resources for 
those affected by  cancer. 
This HATS ministry, 
established in memory 
of the late Rev. Dr Shane 
Brue, maintains a room 
with free hats, wigs and 
head coverings available 
for check-out by those 
dealing with hair loss due 
to cancer treatment. Other 
services and resources are 
also available. Contact the 
“Hat Lady,” Marci Lykken 
at 267-2915.

• A medical expense 
account has been 
established at Cosden 
Federal Credit Union for 
Kody Jackson, who was 
recently disgnosed with 
lymphoma in his right 
knee. He has no medical 
insurance and must 
start chemotherapy and 
radiation treatment as 
soon as possible. Kody 
is the son of Susan and 
Johnny Jackson. For 
more information, contact 
Cosden FCU at 264-2600.

• The Texas Department 
of State Health Services is 
conducting a community 
health survey. The 
information will be 
used to study barriers 
to health care and other 
public health issues. Your 
personal information will 
not be used, other than the 
comments portion of the 
survey. 

Results of the Texas Two 
Step drawing Monday 
night: Winning numbers 
drawn: 16-28-29-31. Bonus 
Ball: 4.

Number matching four 
of four, plus Bonus Ball: 0.

Results of the Cash 5 
drawing Monday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 
4-12-18-27-32.

Number matching five of 
five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 
numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas Lottery, 
in order: 3-7-4-2. Sum It Up: 
16.

The winning Pick 3 num-
bers drawn Monday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in 
order: 8-1-4. Sum it Up: 13.

Obituaries

Police blotter

Sheriff’s report
Support 
Groups

Take Note

Lottery

TODAY
• Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. in the 

high school band hall. All band parents are invited to 
attend. 

• Big Spring Art Association meets at 7 p.m. in the 
Howard County Library. All working artists and those 
interested in art are invited to attend.

• Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 p.m. 
at 221 Main.

	 If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board

Your Local Weather
Wed

9/17

82/54
Sunshine and
some clouds.
High 82F.
Winds SE at
5 to 10 mph.

Thu
9/18

81/54
Sunshine.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
mid 50s.

Fri
9/19

81/56
Sunshine.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
mid 50s.

Sat
9/20

82/58
Sunny. Highs
in the low
80s and lows
in the upper
50s.

Sun
9/21

82/58
Sunshine.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
upper 50s.

©2005 American Profile Hometown Content Service

Fire/EMS

HERALD photo/Tony Claxton

Big Spring High School crowned its homecoming queen and king Friday night at 
halftime of the Steers' football game at Memorial Stadium. Chelsea Franco (left) 
was elected the 2008 queen, while Josh Wilson was named king.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of Interstate 
Highway 20. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of N.E. 
Ninth Street. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of 
Washington. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of W. 11th 
Place. One person was transported to the VAMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 700 block of Highland. 
Service refused.

GARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today. A friendly Classified Consultant

will help you create an ad that gets results!



HOCHULI
Continued from Page 1B

Denver went on to score, 
convert a 2-point conver-
sion and win 39-38.

The play also is likely to 
be reviewed in the offsea-
son by the league’s compe-
tition committee, which 
normally reviews all con-
troversial plays.

For example, until March 
2007, down by contact 
plays were not reviewable. 
That rule was changed so 

that they were reviewable, 
and if a fumble occurred 
even after the whistle 
blew, the team recovering 
it got possession

San Diego coach Norv 
Turner said he spoke with 
NFL officials Monday and 
that the Chargers sent in 
video of the plays in ques-
tion.

“As for things that 
occurred during the game, 
in my mind, they’re done,” 
Turner said. “We sent the 
plays in to the league that 
we had in question. We 
expect to get a response 

back. Anything that we 
talk about or anything that 
is discussed in terms of 
any of the rules or any of 

the calls isn’t going to 
change the outcome of that 
game. That game is going 
to be 39-38, forever.”

COWBOYS
Continued from Page 1B

Rice’s record of 197.
Williams, the five-time Pro 

Bowl safety, fractured his right 
forearm while making a tackle 
on a kickoff return in the third 
quarter. 

He could miss at least three 
games.

McNabb was 25-of-37 for 281 
yards with a touchdown, match-
ing Ron Jaworski’s club mark of 

175 career TD passes. He also 
was sacked four times, includ-
ing those two on the final 
series.

“He played his heart out and 
he played good,” coach Andy 
Reid said.

Jackson caught six passes for 
110 yards, becoming only the 
second player in NFL history to 
open his career with consecu-
tive 100-yard games. The other 
was Don Looney, also for 
Philadelphia, in 1940.

But midway through the sec-
ond quarter, after Owens’ sec-

ond TD put Dallas up 21-20, 
Jackson’s early celebration cost 
him a score. Jackson turned an 
apparent 61-yard TD into a 
60-yard catch because he dropped 
the ball before crossing the goal 
line. 

The ball was placed on the 1, 
and Westbrook scored on the 
next play.

“I’m just young and I’m trying 
to learn the best I can,” explained 
Jackson, who was one of the 
first to congratulate — and thank 
— Westbrook. “I’m out there 
having fun.”

Westbrook ran 18 times for 58 
yards and two touchdowns, and 
caught six passes for 45 yards 
and another score.

Cowboys rookie Felix Jones 
returned a kickoff 98 yards for a 
touchdown, but Romo’s miscues 
allowed Philadelphia to go 
ahead.

Asanta Samuel’s interception 
followed by a pass interference 
call against the Cowboys, set up 
McNabb’s 6-yard TD pass to 
Westbrook on the first play of 
the second quarter.

After Isaiah Stanback botched 

the ensuing kickoff to leave the 
Cowboys inside the 5, Romo bob-
bled the ball and lost control of it 
trying to hand off to Marion 
Barber. The ball rolled into the 
end zone, where Romo picked it 
up before being hit by Brian 
Dawkins and dropping it again. 
Chris Gocong recovered for a 
touchdown and a 20-14 lead.

“As a team we pushed through 
it and overcame some adversity 
that I put us in,” said Romo, who 
finished 21-of-30 for 312 yards. 
“So it was good to see.”
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Do you have an Athlete that deserves
recognition?

Big Spring Herald Sports 
Recognition Section
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Compare and Save! Buy THERA-GESIC®

Tom W.Mary Ann W.

Stevens Transport, the premier refrigerated
carrier in the US, sponsors the total cost of your
CDL training!  In 17 short days you will earn your
CDL and begin your paid on-the-job training! Earn $40K first
year and up to $150K fifth year!  Excellent benefits and 401K!

For more information, call

800-333-8595
www.becomeadriver.com

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
EOE

TITANS
Continued from Page 1B

Also consider Tennessee’s 
defense, which is capable of 
slowing any offense in the 
league. The Titans D ranked 
fifth against the run last season 
and 10th vs. the pass. They 
recorded 40 sacks last season, 
good enough for seventh in the 
league, and forced 34 turnovers, 
ranking sixth.

Tennessee finished 10-6 in 
2007, making the playoffs only 

to be eliminated in the first 
round. The problem?

The Titans gave the ball away 
as much as they took it. The 
offense was guilty of 34 turn-
overs with 18 resting on the 
shoulders of one man — Vince 
Young.  

Thus far in 2008, the Titans 
are 2-0, the defense has looked 
relentless and the running 
game appears unstoppable. 
Tennessee is currently plus-two 
in turnover differential, but 
mostly because Vince is now on 
the sideline.

He threw two picks in the sea-

son opener against Jacksonville 
and appeared ready to give the 
Jags an opportunity to set up 
and score a late touchdown that 
would have stolen a victory 
from the Titans.

However, Vince injured his 
knee, forcing Collins into the 
game on a crucial third and 15. 
Collins responded by hitting 
tight end Bo Scaife for 44-yards 
on a screen pass, leading to a 
1-yard touchdown plunge by 
White that essentially iced the 
game for Tennessee.

Who knows if Vince makes 
that play, but with the way the 

game was going, it’s hard to be 
confident he would have.

Collins simply manages a foot-
ball game and makes plays with 
his arm when needed. That’s all 
Tennessee needs right now with 
the team it has built. 

Young still hasn’t learned how 
to read defenses. He played in a 
zone-read system at the 
University of Texas, meaning 
he had to survey one side of the 
field. If a receiver wasn’t open 
on that side, then Vince simply 
pulled down the ball and ran. 
That doesn’t work in the NFL. 

Collins is everything Vince 

isn’t right now. He’s calm, expe-
rienced and smart on the field. 
He won’t cave when fans start 
to boo him. He understands 
blitz packages and hot reads. 
Most importantly, he knows to 
throw to players in jerseys simi-
larly colored to his own.

A commitment to Collins 
means a pledge to winning. It 
could also translate into a berth 
into the Super Bowl. 

Of course, it doesn’t matter 
who represents the AFC in the 
Super Bowl anyway.

The Cowboys already have 
that thing won.



By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Police officials say no foul 
play is suspected in the 
death of a transient man 
whose body was found be-
hind the Travelcenters of 
America truck stop located 
on Interstate Highway 20.

Aubry Lee Schuster, 73, 
was found in a pasture 
located behind the truck 
stop shortly after 11 a.m. 
Monday, according to Sgt. 
Tony Everett, public infor-
mation officer with the Big 
Spring Police Department.

“The man had a dog with 
him, and he had the dog 
tied up near where his 
body was found,” said Ev-
erett. “Someone heard the 
dog barking and called 
animal control. The ani-
mal control officer that re-
sponded found his body.”

Everett said an autopsy 
has been ordered, but 
there’s no evidence to sug-
gest foul play at this time.

“He was a pretty sick, el-
derly man,” said Everett. 
“From the looks of things, 
he just laid down in the 
field and passed away. 
We’ll know more once the 
autopsy is completed.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-

7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 
citydesk@bigspringherald.
com

ABUSE
Continued from Page 1A

lion people needed but did 
not receive treatment at a 
specialty facility in 2006, 
according to the 2006 
National Survey on Drug 
Use and Health: National 
Findings. 

The study found that one 
year following treatment; 
clients reported a signifi-
cant reduction in their 
alcohol and drug use, in-
creases in employment and 
income, and less chance of 
homelessness.

September is National 
Alcohol and Drug Addic-
tion Recovery Month. The 
month recognizes the ben-
efits of alcohol and drug 
use disorder treatment, 
congratulates the contri-
butions of treatment pro-
viders and promotes the 
message that recovery 
from alcohol and drug use 
disorders can be achieved 
through partnership and 
open communication, 
Smith said.

A substance use disor-
der means that a person 
is dependent on or abuses 
alcohol and/or drugs, in-
cluding nonmedical use of 
prescription drugs.

Addictions affect mil-
lions of people every year, 
with 69 percent of Ameri-
cans reporting that they 

know someone who strug-
gles with alcohol or drugs. 
In 2006, 22.6 million people 
aged 12 or older were liv-
ing with a substance use 
disorder in the past year, 
making it more common 
than coronary heart dis-
ease. 

Fortunately, many people 
find refuge in treatment 
and long- term recovery. 
In 2006, 4 million people 
aged 12 or older received 
some form of treatment. 
Similar to other chronic 
disorders, substance use 
disorders are medical con-
ditions that can be treated, 
and more importantly, 
for which recovery is pos-
sible.

“Treatment for substance 
use disorders is effective 
and necessary to sustain a 
healthy and productive so-
ciety,” Smith said.  “Sub-
stance use disorders take 
an enormous toll on our 
community and it is time 
that we support those who 
need our help.  Real people 
in our community are af-
fected by substance use 
disorders.  The renewed 
hope that springs from 
long-term recovery truly 
can make a difference in 
helping more families get 
healthy.”

 West Texas Centers does 
not operate alcohol and 
drug addiction programs 
but strongly supports 

the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices, which operates the 
online and toll-free loca-
tor service.  To find help 
for yourself or a loved one, 
call 1-800-662-HELP or visit 
www.findtreatment.sam-
hsa.gov . 

 Smith said that the State 
of Texas also promotes a 
toll-free, statewide hotline: 
(877) 9-NO DRUG (877/966-
3784) or by going online 
at http://www.tcada.state.
tx.us/treatment/index.
shtml.

 “Being out in the pub-
lic so much, I often talk 

to people who think that 
addiction and mental ill-
ness are weaknesses,” 
Smith said. “That couldn’t 
be further from the truth. 
They are illnesses that can 
be overcome with strong, 
supportive treatment pro-
grams.” 

COUNTY
Continued from Page 1A

trict Court Judge Robert 
H. Moore III confirmed he 
delivered a $218 million 
valuation to attorneys on 
both sides of the suit last 
Thursday — falling 
between the district’s 
claim of $320 million and 
Alon’s claim valuations 
should be closer to $152 
million — Barr said what 
will happen with the refin-
ery’s 2008 taxes is 
unknown.

“As you all know, Judge 
Moore has a judgment of 
$218 million against Alon 
USA,” said Barr. “Wheth-
er they (Alon) will appeal 
it or the appraisal district 
will appeal it is still up in 
the air. To make a long 
story short, we don’t know 
anymore (this week) than 
we knew last week.

“They (Alon) have until 
Sept. 18 to file suit on their 
2008 valuation, which is 

$275 million. We should 
know more after Thurs-
day, whether they have 
filed suit or haven’t, at 
which time we’ll pretty 
much know what they are 
going to pay. If they file 
suit, we’ll call them and 
ask them what they are 
going to pay. And that’s 
about where it sits right 
now. We’re right back 
where we started.”

Alon USA paid approxi-
mately $225,000 in taxes 
last year — based on an 
undisputed assessment 
of $80 million that was 
reduced to $54 million by 
abatement agreements — 
considerably less than the 
$1 million levied against 
the company, according to 
county officials.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 
citydesk@bigspringherald.
com
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Rosalind Kress Haley Estate Auction
Proudly Presented by

Auctions and Services Unlimited
 Saturday Sept. 20 10am

1009 W Industrial Midland Texas
Preview 10 AM Friday September 19th

Rosalind Kress Haley, widow of Southwest Historian J Evetts Haley lived in 
Midland & Lubbock, Texas, Savanna Georgia, South Carolina, New York as 
well as Azores. Some of the art is from the Samuel H Kress Art Collection. 
This Estate Auction throws open the doors to a wide variety of unusual and 
fun items for everyone's enjoyment.

Auction includes
Fine Art and Sculpture: Artist include DeWitt Lockman, HD Hugbee, Melvin 
Warren, G. Harvey, Tom Ryan, Doris Spires, Merle Burleson Taylor, Stephen 
Deveyns, Paul Wylie, Several 16th & 17th Century Oil Portraits from Samuel H 
Kress Collection, and more
Antique and Contemporary Furniture: 15th Century Cupboard, Davenport desk, 
Antique Dining Furniture, Antique and Contemporary Bedroom Furniture and 
Antique and Contemporary Occasional Furniture - some handmade in Portugal, 
Large Floor Safe, Piano, Organ, Large Crucifix with Ivory Christ figure, Polychrome 
and Gift Cherub Relief, Antique Slipper Chair from Ft. Worth Kress Store, and 
more.
Fine Jewelry: Important 15 Ct Tiffany Diamond Bracelet, Antiq2ue Watches, Pearl 
Rings, Custom Gold Watch, Diamond and Emerald Pin, Antique Reverse Painted 
PIN, Native American Silver and Turquoise
Native American pots and weavings
Sterling Silver, China, Porcelain and Pottery: Sterling Tea Service, Sterling 
Water Pitcher, Pickard China, Cobalt Blue, Fine Figurines, Waterford Crystal, 
Portuguese ceramics, and more
Books: Texana, J Evetts Haley books, Political Books, Samuel H Kress Collection 
Art Books, Antique books
Civil War: Autograph Album belonging to Robert E Lee's Niece containing signa-
tures of several Confederate Generals, Battle of Gettysburg Print dated 1869
Other Items of Interest: Letters signed by Groucho Marx, Advertising, Fredrick 
Remington Prints, Micro Mosaic Pill box, Sampler, Writing Slope, Antique Oriental 
Items, Costume Jewelry, much more.
Terms and conditions: 10% Buyers Premium, Cash, Check, Credit Cards

Tim Watkins Tx Lic 13861
1009 W Industrial Midland
432-683-2262 or 432-349-6890
Email: Watkins@planetlink.net
www.auctionsandservices.com or www.auctionzip.com

If you are unable to attend, it would be our pleasure to take your bid by phone, 
absentee bid or internet with Proxibid

State Senator Kel Seliger
Invites You To A

 

 Joint Town Hall Meeting
with Representative Joe Heflin

Thursday, September 18, 2008 - 5:00 p.m.
The Dr. Granville T. Hall Auditorium

Hall Center For The Arts, Howard College
1001 Birdwell Ln. 17056

NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.
OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

NEXT CLINIC VISIT 9-18-08

267-8226       1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

Serving Big Spring 19 Years

ACCEPTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital

& Odessa
Morning Appointments Now Available!!

13104

SUN LAUNDROMAT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
*Drop Off Service Available*

Come Wash With Us
1510 Lancaster                                               432-517-4196

9925

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Ricky Rawls, 52, of Big 
Spring died Friday, Sept. 
12, 2008, at his residence.  
Funeral Services will be 
at 11 a.m. Tuesday at 
Myers & Smith Chapel 
with burial at Mt. Olive 
Memorial Park.  

Naoma Coleman, 86, 
died Sunday. Funeral 
Services will be at 2 p.m. 
Thursday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel with burial 
at Trinity Memorial 
Park.  

Steve James, 51, died 
Sunday. Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

myers.indd   1 9/16/08   10:22:41 AM

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/30/08
11587

By Steve Becker

No foul play anticipated 
in death of transient

Herald Staff Report

A Big Spring family is 
looking for a relative who 
has been missing for sev-
eral days.

Michael Wilson Carl, 24, 
formerly of Big Spring 
and now a Midland resi-
dent, has been missing 
since Saturday evening. 
Family members say he 
was in Big Spring for a 
family gathering Satur-
day and left to go to work 
on a Big Dog drilling rig 
near Stanton.

Carl was to have met his 
driller in Stanton and the 
two were then to go to the 
rig, family members said. 
The driller said Carl nev-
er arrived. Calls to Carl’s 
cell phone have been un-

returned.
Carl is described as be-

ing 6-feet tall and weigh-
ing 180 pounds. He has 
brown eyes. He was driv-
ing a 2001 cream-colored 
Ford Expedition.

Anyone having any 
knowledge of his where-
abouts is asked to call the 
family at (432) 935-6481 
or any law enforcement 
agency.

Family looking 
for missing relative

Michael Carl
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Announcements
CASSIE JOHNSON Please 
call Bill @432-230-0900.

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Garage Sales
DAHMERS ANTIQUES

Going out of Business Sale!
Extended Until Sept. 20th.

204 Main
Everything must go- fixtures, 
shelving and merchansie.

Mon.-Sat. 10-5.
432-264-8048.

Everything 
65-70% Discount

Help Wanted
LANDMAN WITH at least 7 
years experience to work for in-
dependent Big Spring oil com-
pany. Competitive pay with 
benefits. Please mail resume 
to: P.O. Box 1431/183, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-1431.

BIG SPRING oil company 
needs a experienced Driller 
and Rough Necks. Must be 
able  to pass drug test. Com-
petitive salary and limited 
benefits. Most work within 60 
miles of Big Spring and Sny-
der.  If interested please  call 
(432)816-9100, (432)267-6654.

BUFFALO COUNTRY FINA
taking applications for Sales 
Clerk all shifts. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Apply at 
4911 South Hwy 87. No Phone 
Calls.

DAY’S INN needs Day and 
Evening Clerk. Apply at Front 
Office @ 2701 South Gregg 
Street.

Help Wanted

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. $200.00 
Hiring Bonus after 60 days. 
Great starting wage- $7.00 an 
hour, plus delivery compensa-
tion, plus tips. We more than 
compensate for high gas 
prices. Got experience? Work 
for Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza

EVENING KITCHEN HELP 
Part-time. Must be Neat in Ap-
pearance. Honest & Depend-
able. No experience necessary 
will train. Inquire at Wagon 
Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. No 
phone call Please!

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring Sales 
and Loan Representatives 
Full-time & Part-time. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

GENERAL MAINTENANCE.
Must have at least 1 year main-
tenance experience. Abilities to 
include: Painting experience 
with both brush and roller; gen-
eral plumbing, general sheet-
rock repair and texture. Must 
have own tools, ability to take 
after hour and weekend calls; 
valid TX drivers license and li-
ability insurance. Drug Free 
work place; health insurance 
and other benefits offered. 
Please come by Bent Tree 
Apartments, 1 Courtney Place 
to fill out an application.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT Me-
chanic Needed. Experienced 
Painter needed for Trucks and 
Heavy Equipment. Salary 
DOE, Health Insurance, and 
401K Plan. Apply at Price Con-
struction, 2701 N. Hwy 350, 
Big Spring, TX 79720 or fax re-
sume to 432-267-1694. EOE.

Help Wanted
Food Service - Great People - 

Real Opportunities
SUPERVISORS

3-Day Work Week with Full 
Time Pay in Big Spring, TX!

Compass Group, the world’s 
largest contract food service 
company, is now hiring several 
motivated individuals for our 
food service operation @ the 
Big Spring Correctional Com-
plex. Great career opportunity, 
wages for qualified food serv-
ice people start @ $14.50. 
Outstanding company. Paid 
benefits, paid training, supplied 
uniforms. Unlimited advance-
ment in a global company. 
Food service background not 
required.  Must   pass drug 
test, background check & have 
a clean or repairable credit re-
cord.

Opportunity is a call away!
432-263-2366 

EOE & AA Employer M/F/D/V

GARTMAN REFRIGERATION
need Certified HVAC and ex-
perienced plumber.   Apply in 
person,   3206 E. FM 700.

GENERAL 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

now hiring truck driver/ me-
chanic must have own tools 
and CDL. Drug test and physi-
cal required. Starting pay 31K 
per year, 401K insurance and 
paid vacation offer. Apply at 
2800 Windecker, by Midland 
Airport.  Send Resume to:
Po Box  60708 
Midland, TX 79711
or call 432-638-2920.

MULTIPLE TECHNICIANS As-
sistants Needed. Must be will-
ing to travel nationwide and 
have some mechanical ability. 
Criminal background check will 
be done. Apply @ ARFF PRO-
FESSIONS INC. 306 State St. 
M-F 8am-5pm.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS Earn 
up to $150 per day. Under 
cover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments EXP. Not RE. CALL 
1-877-358-6220.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

Help Wanted
NORTHCREST APART-
MENTS is taking applications 
for a maintenance person, 
40hrs. per week. Experience 
required. Must pass drug test 
and background check. 1002 
N. Main. 1pm-5pm.

NOW HIRING Bartenders and 
Cocktail waitresses.  Must be 
18.  Call the San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill at (432)267-1767 or 
213-0946.

PARK VILLAGE Apartments 
hiring Maintenance Person. 
Must be able to make ready 
apartments. Must be able to 
pass background check and 
drug test. Competitive pay. Ap-
ply at 1905 Wasson Rd, be-
tween 1:00-5:00, M-F.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab is now hiring Certified 
Nurse Assistants for all shifts.
If you are not certified but have 
a passion for the nursing field, 
we will send you to school!
Come by today or fill out an ap-
plication online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net
3200 Parkway, Big Spring, 
Texas.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab is now seeking a laun-
dry attendant. Please apply in 
person at 3200 Parkway, Big 
Spring, TX or online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 

PART TIME VAN DRIVER, 
3:00pm-6:00pm, Monday thru 
Friday. Apply at Jack & Jill, 
1708 Nolan.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 
Avg. Pay $20/hr, $57K/yr in-
cluding Federal Benefits, OT. 
Placed by adSource, not affili-
ated w/ USPS who hires.   
1-866-795-4058.

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHER
needed for 2 yr. and infant 
classrooms, full-time. Prefer 1 
yr. exp., but will train. High 
School Diploma or GED re-
quired. Apply in person, 1901 
W. 16th Street, Learning Tree 
Academy.

PROPERTY MANAGER for 
new 112 units. Apartment com-
munity in Big Spring, Must 
have strong organizational and 
management skills with the 
ability to work independently. 
Experienced prefer, but not re-
quired. Hourly plus medical, 
401K, vacation. Please fax re-
sume to: (254)793-2775. visit 
our website.
www.wilhoitproperties.com 
EOC

Help Wanted
RAINBOW CHRISTIAN Pre-
school needs full-time  Child 
Care Worker. Applicant should 
be older, mature individual with 
child care experience. Come 
by 409 Goliad to apply.

Seeking Enthusiastic and Out-
going Caregivers/ CNA’s to as-
sist clients in the home with 
personal care, meal prep. and 
light housekeeping. P/T EOE. 
Call: Jana Edwards @ 
1-800-458-3257.
VETERINARIAN TECH. Duties 
includes assisting doctor, tak-
ing care of animals, weekend 
hours. No experience needed. 
Full time position. Apply at 
Brock Veterinary in Lamesa. 
Call (806)872-3183.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are background 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
21 years old. Starting pay 
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg. 

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
$299. NEW Queen wrought 
iron bed with mattress set, still 
packaged.  (432)664-8980.

2 TWIN Mattress Sets $95. per 
set. Can separate. Must sell. 
(432)664-8980.

A NEW full size Pillow Top 
Mattress set. Still in plastic with 
factory warranty, $130. 
(432)664-8980.

BED ALL new  pillow top set, 
Queen size in plastic $150. 
Factory warranty. 
(432)664-8980.

FOR SALE: 2003 Honda Jet-
ski, with cover on trailer. Less 
than 40 hrs. $5,000.00. Call 
(432)268-3738, (432)263-2306.

NO SPRINGS No coils memory 
foam mattress set new in plas-
tic. $550. (432)664-8980.

PILLOW TOP King mattress 
with box and warranty never 
slept on. Will sell for $235. 
(432)664-8980.

Lost and Found
FOUND IN the vicinity of East 
4th St., King Charles Spaniel. 
Call to identify, (432)599-0153.

LOST IN Highland Area, Pap-
pion. White with blonde cape 
and spike collar. Reward 
$200.00, answers to Dajah, 
Call 432-268-3738, 263-2306.  

Miscellaneous
100% ALL leather 5pc. Living 
Room Set. Complete w/tables. 
Lifetime warranty. Never used, 
in Crates. List $2999 Must sell 
$650. 806-549-3110.................
$550 5-pc micro fiber sofa set. 
New in boxes. Factory war-
ranty. Neutral color. 
806-549-3110.

FINE CHERRY 6-pc dining 
room table & chairs. Solid 
wood. Queen Anne style, $395. 
806-549-3110...........................
Beautiful cherry solid wood 
Louie Phillipe sleigh bed. New 
in box. $250. 806-549-3110.

PARADE OF HOMES, 11pc, 
table & 2 leafs, 6 large cush-
ioned chairs, lite china hutch, 
list $11,996 Sell $3695. 
806-438-0081...........................
PLATFORM SLEIGH Bedroom 
Suite- 6pc complete, New- 
Boxed, $750. 806-438-0081.

Mobile Homes
2003 MOBILE Suite by Dou-
bletree Model 36CK. Luxury 
Fifth wheel. Excellent condi-
tion.. $39,000. Spring Branch, 
TX. North of San Antonio. 
(361)562-9413 or 
(830)885-5215.

THREE BEDROOM, two bath 
mobile home, with land in Coa-
homa. Call (432)213-1953.

On the Farm
KUBOTA TRACTOR, L2800 
29HP, has 512 hours with 
loader, 4WD, $11,000. firm. 
Call (432)267-7564.

NEW
MAHINDRA
TRACTORS

6011 E. Hwy. 80
Midland, TX 

(Take exit 144 off I-20, 
located on N. Service Rd. 

of Bus. 20.)
Full service dealership
Hours 8am-6pm M-F

8am-noon Sat.
CULTIVATE YOUR DREAMS

0% interest up to 60 Months on 
selected models. Mahindra 
Tractors have better traction, 
stability and control. Mahindra 
will push more, pull more and 
lift more. 
www.beenetractors.com

SHOW PIGS for Sale. Good 
Genetics. Call 432-638-1738.

Pets
FREE TO good home! 5 month 
old female Golden Retriever 
mix. Perfect dog for kids. Call 
(432)264-1422.

Real Estate for Rent
$350/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 
x F086.

EXECUTIVE EFFICIENCY 
APARTMENTS. Newly Re-
modeled. Beautiful furnished. 
All bills paid plus cable. Start-
ing at $650 Month, $500 de-
posit. Call 602-980-5281.

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT REPRESENTATIVE POSITION
The Big Spring Herald is seeking a business minded individual to manage accounts in 
our advertising department. We are looking for someone who is interested in unlimited 
earnings while working with local businesses.

If you enjoy working with the public, are a team player, organized, detailed, creative and 
interested in becoming a part of the community, we would like to talk to you about the 
opportunity to earn a comfortable living.

employer.

Apply at 710 Scurry, or send resume to:

Rick Nunez
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721

or fax:
(432) 264-7205

email to:
advertising@bigspringherald.com

29839

TexSCAN Week of                   
September 14, 2008

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
ALL CASH CANDY  Route. Do you earn
$800 in a day? Your own local candy route.
30 machines and candy. All for $9,995. 1-888-
625-5481. Multi Vend, LLC.
RED BULL, MONSTER, 5-hour energy drink
routes. National accounts available. Profi t poten-
tial $40K-$400K Yearly! Call 24/7 1-888-428-
5392 Code 301. Minimum investment required!

CARS FOR SALE
$500! POLICE IMPOUNDS! 1999 Chevy Malibu 
$1,050! 1999 Dodge Intrepid $600! 1999 Chevy
Tahoe 4x4 $1,600! All run good! Cars from $500! 
For BNI Listings 1-800-544-1092, ext. L750

DRIVERS
CDL-A DRIVERS: EXPANDING Fleet offering
Regional/OTR runs. Outstanding pay package.
Excellent benefits. Generous hometime. Lease
Purchase on ‘07 Peterbilts. National Carriers,
1-888-707-7729, www.nationalcarriers.com
DRIVER - CDL-A.  PTL Supports The Red, White 
& Blue. Students with CDL Welcome. Excellent
training.  Company drivers earn up to 46¢ cpm.
Owner operators earn $1.36cpm.  No forced North-
east. Company drivers call: 1-888-PTL-DRIVE
Owner operators call:  1-888-PTL-DREAM, Power 
only call: 1-888-PTL-DREAM, www.ptl-inc.com
DRIVERS: CALL ASAP! Sign-On bonus 35¢-
41¢ cpm, Earn over $1000 weekly. Excellent
benefits, Need CDL- A & 3 months recent OTR.
1-877-258-8782, www.meltontruck.com
DRIVERS- WE’VE GOT it all! $5000 Sign-on
with 1 year OTR experience. Students welcome,
tuition reimbursement available. www.ffedrivers.
com. Call FFE, Inc. 1-800-569-9229
LOOK! WE NEED  a few good men! Lim-
ited,  SGT 2000 Motor Freight wants Owner
Operators! Call Paul at 1-713-674-4206.

EDUCATION/SCHOOLS
CAN YOU DIG it? Heavy equipment school.
3 week training program. Backhoes, bulldozer,
trackhoes. Local job placement assistant. Start
digging dirt now. 1-866-362-6497

HOMES FOR SALE
7BR 4BA HUD  $19,812!  3BR 2BA only
$10,900! 5BR, 3BA only $17,080! Foreclosures
& bank repos! These homes must sell! For local
BNI listings call 1-800-544-6258 ext. 9847
BANK FORECLOSED HOMES! Only 3 left:
Payne Springs, Waxahachie, & Trinidad, Texas.
Totally redone. Owner financing available with down
payment. Call today! 1-972-228-2178

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
SCOOTERS & POWER WHEELCHAIRS.
Did you know in most cases Medicare, Med-
icaid and Insurance pay 100% of the cost? Call
Melissa or Jon for details. 1-800-606-9860.
www.medcaremedicalsupply.com.

MISCELLANEOUS
AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for high paying
aviation maintenance career. FAA approved program.
Financial aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-888-349-5387.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home.
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Computers, Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if qualified. Call 1-866-
858-2121, www.CenturaOnline.com

REAL ESTATE
20 ACRES NORTH of Brackettville. Dry creek
bottom, heavy oak, cedar cover. Deer, turkey,
hogs. $1700/acre, owner or TX Vet financing.
1-830-257-5564. www.texasranchland.com
35+ ACRES FROM $34,900 First  Come,
F i r s t  Se rved  Sa tu rday,  Oc tober  4 ,  2008
Southern Colorado ranches. Excellent financ-
ing available. Call for your private property
tour 1-866-696-5263, Ext. 4579

MEYERS CANYON, TRACT 58, 247.49 acres
at $325 per acre. Good draws, west Texas, Ter-
rell County. Owner or TVLB financing. 1-866-
286-0199. www.westerntexasland.com
OWNER SACRIFICE MUST sell quickly. 1 acre
with covered boat slip for only $39,900! Owner
finance. Won’t last. Call now! 1-888-316-5253.
PRICED TO SELL! Newly released Colorado
Mountain Ranch. 35 Acres-$39,900. Majestic
lake & mountain views adjacent to national forest
for camping or hiking. Close to conveniences.
EZ Terms. 1-866-353-4810.
TEXAS 20 ACRES Only $13,500, with $0 down,
$135 monthly. No credit check. Roads-Surveyed.
That’s only 1.5¢ per sq. ft.! Free Information.
1-800-887-3006, www.lonestarinvestments.com
TEXAS GULF COAST Estate Size Bayfront
Lots! High elevation property, newly bulkheaded,
tremendous bay views. Great fishing! Close to
Matagorda Bay & 15 minutes to shopping. Excel-
lent financing. Call now for special end-of-season
prices! 1-866-999-2297, ext. 1165
WATER VIEW! 2 Acres only $49,900 Majestic
oak setting, direct access to Gulf. 5 minutes to
Mall. Close to Houston. Must see. Terrifi c terms.
Call now 1-866-999-6697, ext.1154

To Order: Call This Newspaper
direct, or call Texas Press Service at

1-800-749-4793 Today!

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statewide Ad .................$450

303 Newspapers, 1,017,914 Circulation
North Region Only ........$195

98 Newspapers, 276,893 Circulation
South Region Only .......$195

103 Newspapers, 488,623 Circulation
West Region Only .........$195

102 Newspapers, 252,398 Circulation

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

FFIILLLLEEDD

FFIILLLLEEDD

        



At age 18, an American can 
enlist in the military, 
vote, sign a contract, get 
married, have an opera-

tion — hey, in California, a 14-year-
old can have an abortion without 
telling her parents 
— but he cannot buy 
a beer. Not legally, 
anyway.

It makes absolutely 
no sense, and it is 
shameful that my 
generation, which 
won the right to vote 
at age 18, continues to 
infantilize people who 
are allowed to make 
life-and-death deci-
sions on every issue, 
save one. We believe 
in rights — except for college-age 
kids — even if they are serving in 
the military.

Enter the Amethyst Initiative, 
pushed by former Middlebury Col-
lege President John McCardell 
and signed by more than 100 col-
lege presidents, which is pushing 
for Washington “to reopen public 
debate over the drinking age.” Ac-
cording to McCardell, it is time for 
Washington to reconsider a 1984 
measure, signed by President Ron-
ald Reagan, that withheld 10 per-
cent of highway funds from states 
that had a legal drinking age lower 
than 21.

The reason for the Amethyst 
Project — named for a gemstone be-
lieved to be “an antidote to the nega-
tive effects of intoxication’’ — is 
simple. Many college officials do not 
believe that the 21-year-old drinking 
age works. They believe that most 
students break the law. Worse, Mc-
Cardell argues, they believe that the 
age fosters a “culture of dangerous, 

clandestine binge-drinking.”
Does the law work? How many 

kids break it? More than half of 
18-to-20-year-olds, according to the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services’ latest survey on drug 
and alcohol use, reported that they 
drank alcohol in the last month 
alone, despite legal prohibitions. 
College students were more likely 
to drink than their same-age peers 
not attending college. So apparently 
it doesn’t work. I submit that there 
is something wrong — something 
that breeds contempt — with a law 
that most people break.

The primary opposition to the ini-
tiative comes from Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving. MADD argues that 
if the drinking age is lowered, then 
more high school students will 
drink. That may well be true. Al-
though it does seem that teens have 
scant trouble finding alcohol — or 
illegal drugs — as it is. The same 
national study found that close to 30 
percent of 16- and 17-year-olds drank 
alcohol in the past month, while 13 
percent smoked marijuana.

MADD also argues that the 
21-year-old drinking age saves lives. 
Amethyst Initiative’s McCardell 
argues that there was no big dip in 
fatalities when the drinking age 
was raised. Instead, there has been 
a small steady decline in drunk-
driving fatalities over the years 
as MADD’s work rightly has stig-
matized drunk driving — the term 
“designated driver” came into use 
in the 1980s — and improved car 
safety has saved lives as well.

MADD Chief Executive Officer 
Chuck Hurley notes that several 
studies have found that the 21-year-
old drinking age saves lives. 

As the Associated Press reported, 
a survey of research from the 

United States and other countries 
by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention concluded that the 
21-year-old drinking age has saved 
lives.

By that account, then, raising the 
drinking age to 25 or 30 or 40 would 
save lives, too. But there is this 
thing called freedom. And freedom 
should apply to men and women 
old enough for military service, 
old enough to get married and old 
enough to have had an abortion 
(four years before).

There is something nasty in the 
way MADD takes on the critics. 
“Parents should think twice before 
sending their teens to these colleges 
or any others that have waved the 
white flag on underage and binge-
drinking policies,” MADD Presi-
dent Laura Dean-Mooney warned. 
This is MADD’s way of trying to 
stifle debate.

MADD execs also have charged 
that university presidents want to 
rethink the drinking age to make 
their lives easier — as if they don’t 
care about students — or to protect 
against legal liability. Now maybe 
the argument that lowering the age 
will reduce binge drinking is just 
plain wrong, but it also is false to 
argue that the 21-year-old limit has 
stopped teen drinking.

How can we trust 18-year-olds to 
vote or run for office, but not to le-
gally buy a beer?

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To find 
out more about Debra J. Saunders, 
and read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2008 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE, INC. 
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Don’t assume racism if Obama loses

Old enough to fight, old enough to drinkE ditorial
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
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-First Amendment
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On the campaign trail and during their con-
vention, Republicans have touted private 
enterprise as the solution to America’s 
health care crisis — despite evidence that 

within the government’s Medicare program, private 
enterprise is causing more problems than it’s solving.

Exhibit A is the $8.5 billion in extra payments that 
taxpayers will make this year to private insurance 
companies that cover some elderly Medicare patients.

The extra payments — over and above what it costs 
for traditional Medicare coverage — average nearly 
$1,000 for each person enrolled in a so-called Medicare 
Advantage plan that private insurance companies sell. 
Between 2004 and 2008, those extra payments added al-
most $33 billion to Medicare’s costs, according to a re-
cent review by the non-partisan Commonwealth Fund.

Exhibit B: The baffling and opaque marketing materi-
als that private companies are using to sell stand-alone 
Medicare prescription drug plans. Eighty-five percent 
of the marketing materials fail to meet federal stan-
dards for fairness and clarity, according to a recent 
inspector general’s report. The result: customers don’t 
know what they’re buying.

Some background: In 2003, the Republican-controlled 
Congress passed a Medicare prescription drug benefit 
that greatly expanded the role of private health insur-
ance companies in the federal health program for the 
elderly.

Only private insurance companies are allowed to of-
fer drug coverage under that law. They do so through 
stand-alone plans or through Medicare Advantage poli-
cies that combine drug benefits with other traditional 
Medicare coverage.

Participation by private insurance companies was 
supposed to provide “competition” for traditional 
Medicare. In theory, that would be a fine idea.

But reality is that this “competition” has come at a 
steep cost for taxpayers. That’s because Congress added 
extra fees to entice private companies to “compete.”

About one of every five Medicare participants now is 
enrolled in a Medicare Advantage plan, which costs 
about 12 percent more per enrollee than traditional 
Medicare. The fastest-growing kind of Medicare Ad-
vantage plan, called a private fee-for-service plan, costs 
an average of 19 percent more than traditional Medi-
care.

Extra payments to private insurance companies have 
jumped from $3.9 billion in 2004 to $8.5 billion this year. 
With so much money at stake, insurance companies 
have cranked up the advertising pressure, often in mis-
leading ways. People with mental disabilities and de-
mentia have been sold Medicare coverage they didn’t 
need and don’t want.

Federal and state governments have begun to crack 
down on high-pressure sales tactics used to sell Medi-
care Advantage plans. Insurance commissioners in at 
least 39 states have received complaints about such 
sales tactics, which are illegal.

Congress twice tried to cut the overpayments last year 
and direct the money to expand health insurance for 
children. President George W. Bush vetoed both bills. 
He threatened to veto another attempt to cut the over-
payments this year.

The federal government is obliged to closely monitor 
private insurance companies that market to Medicare 
enrollees to ensure that they meet their legal obliga-
tions. But audit after audit has shown it has failed to 
do so.

Medicare exists to provide health insurance to mil-
lions of elderly Americans who either couldn’t obtain 
or couldn’t afford it otherwise. There are legitimate 
concerns about the program’s costs, especially with 
baby boomers reaching retirement age.

But if Congress and Mr. Bush truly were concerned 
about cutting costs, why make extra payments to pri-
vate insurance companies? If they are concerned about 
protecting the elderly, why not enforce existing regula-
tions requiring that marketing materials be complete, 
accurate and understandable?

Under the Bush administration, Medicare has become 
a subsidy program for private insurance companies 
that pressure seniors to sign up for overpriced cover-
age.

Now, the people who brought lax oversight and over-
payments for Medicare have another theory they’d like 
to test: If government just would get out of the way, 
private enterprise would solve the nation’s health care 
crisis.

Will it work any better for everyone’s health care than 
it has for Medicare? Don’t bet on it.

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch

What a strange country.
Last month, one of 

our two major political 
parties nominated an 

African American as its candidate 
for president of the United States.

Historic progress to be celebrated?
Apparently not. A 

few weeks and polls 
later, and some are al-
ready bemoaning the 
rampant racism that 
might keep a black 
man from ascending 
to the presidency.

Hey, Barack Obama 
could not have 
clinched the nomina-
tion without votes 
from white Ameri-
cans. The other party 
isn’t supposed to 
just concede the election based on 
skin color. Voters shouldn’t have 
to choose based on race when they 
disagree on issues or believe a can-
didate isn’t up to the job.

But expect to see the bemoaners 
looking to the heavens and saying, 
“We’re not ready.”

Baloney. Maybe it’s Obama who’s 
not ready and the people who rec-
ognize that — men and women, 
whites and blacks, Hispanics and 
Asians — are just fine.

There was no racial angst when 
three black Republicans fell short 
in statewide races in 2006. No 
“Shame on you, America” when 
Ken Blackwell and Lynn Swann 
lost for governor in Ohio and Penn-
sylvania, respectively, and Mary-
land Lt. Gov. Michael Steele was 
defeated in his U.S. Senate race.

Republicans and conservatives 
don’t count on the racial scorecard?

They should, because they put the 
lie to the claim that people won’t 
vote for a candidate because of race. 
That includes Republicans and con-
servatives. Even people in Pennsyl-
vania’s infamous “T,” the much-de-
rided region between Philadelphia 
and Pittsburgh.

All three black men lost decisively 
in 2006. Swann’s and Blackwell’s 
opponents won with 60 percent of 
the vote, Steele’s with 54 percent. 
Swann was an untested political 
newcomer. Blackwell’s party at the 
state level was embroiled in corrup-
tion scandals. The three ran in the 
worst year for Republicans since 
1974.

Was race the deciding factor in 
these unsuccessful campaigns? 
Probably not. Look at how mixed 
the CNN exit-polling data are.

Blackwell had twice run success-
fully statewide, but he was beaten 
badly in ‘06, losing almost across 
the board, regardless of voters’ 
race, economic status or religion. 
He took only 40 percent of the white 
vote.

Steele, who had also won state-
wide before, did considerably bet-
ter, winning 50 percent of the over-
all white vote. He took 54 percent 
of the white male vote, 46 percent 
of the white female vote, 63 percent 
of the white Protestant vote and 58 
percent of the white Catholic vote.

Closer to home, Swann received 
43 percent of the white vote, 46 per-
cent of the white male vote, and 40 
percent of the white female vote. He 
lost white Catholics 42 percent to 58 
percent, but won white Protestants, 
56 to 44.

Among African American voters, 
Steele won 25 percent; Blackwell, 20 
percent; Swann, 13 percent.

Swann won some rural and up-
state Republican counties, but was 
crushed in the southeast. He lost 
Philadelphia 89.4 percent to 10.6 
percent.

What, 89 percent of Philadelphians 
don’t like black guys?

Or is it that they couldn’t support 
a candidate — who happened to be 
black — whose resume didn’t mea-
sure up to the office he sought?

Maybe they just disagreed with 
Swann on the issues?

Some counties in the “T” were 
willing to elect a black candidate 

with no governing experience who 
they trusted on abortion, guns, 
taxes and limited government.

The southeast wouldn’t elect a 
conservative black candidate with 
no executive experience. And the 
world shrugged. No deluge of racial 
angst, no peering into America’s 
troubled soul.

How about giving voters in 2008 
the same consideration?

Don’t assume racism if people 
question Obama on the company 
he keeps: a 20-year membership 
in a church where anti-American 
rhetoric was spewed and then sold 
in the gift shop; boosting his politi-
cal career from the home of an un-
repentant domestic terrorist from 
the ‘60s.

Don’t assume racism because 
voters don’t think a junior senator 
with great potential but no major 
accomplishments is ready to be 
leader of the Free World and a war-
time commander in chief.

Don’t assume racism if voters 
question his military acumen. Yes, 
a 16-month drawdown of forces 
looks doable — now. 

But to get to the point where win-
ning seemed possible, others had to 
make tough decisions on troop lev-
els and strategy. In the meantime, 
Obama glibly sang the same tune 
for years, even when his plan would 
have meant certain victory for al-
Qaeda in Iraq.

Yes, it’s a strange country, but 
Americans have shown they will 
vote for the person they believe is 
ready for the job, the one who will 
best represent their interests, re-
gardless of race. 

Don’t blame them if Obama loses. 
Blame his poor judgment and lack 
of experience.

Kevin Ferris is commentary page 
editor of the Philadelphia Inquirer. 
Readers may write to him at: Phila-
delphia Inquirer, P.O. Box 8263, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19101, or by e-mail 
at kf@phillynews.com.

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• GEORGE W. BUSH
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• Kay Bailey Hutchison
U.S. Senator
703 Hart Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-5922

• John Cornyn
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• Randy Neugebauer
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District

1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000

• JOE HEFLIN
State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: (432) 213-2897 or 
(512) 463-0604

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-9909
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$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES
Chico and Sons

Concrete
(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e :
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set: $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Johnson Air Conditioning, 
Heating & Sheet Metal

Duct Work

We Carry All Air 
Conditioning Parts, 

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

NAIL SALONPEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE

FENCES

CONCRETE

AC & HEATING

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655
Houses 
Commercial 
For rent/sale

Reduced
1003, 1011 E. 11th
11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence

Concrete work, carports, stucco work

Benny Marquez-

CONCRETE

(Next To Wal-Mart)

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Oilfield Service

L.C. Sandblasting Inc 
Oilfield Service
432-213-3399

Sandblasting Coating/Painting
Backhoe Tank Repair
Dirt Work Fiberglass Repair
Dump Truck Welding

Landon Wegner 12
52

7

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
LAWN SERVICE
* Weed Eating

* Edging * Mowing

CALL HENRY
(432) 268-3065

10
73

3

HOME IMPROVEMENT

11
33

8

COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install
Free Estimates

432-816-6282

Lawn Service

Top Notch
Lawn Service

Brad (432) 213-0031

12
51

8

HOME IMPROVEMENT

L & R 
Construction

Bathroom, Kitchen, Home 
Remodeling, Repairs, Additions, 

Ceramic Tile, Glass Block, Stone, 
Painting, Counter Tops, Cabinets, 
Drywall, Fencing, we can do it all.

Call 432-213-5540
or E-mail us at

lrconstruction@suddenlink.net 10
83

1

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

LAWN CARE

TLC LAWN CARE
Large area or Small

WE DO IT ALL!
432-935-1273

OR
263-1617 17312

WEBSITE

The
Big Spring 

Herald
CHECK OUT OUR

WEBSITE:

www.bigspringherald.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Willborn Construction
Over 40 yrs. experience

We Build Houses,
Remodeling, Cabinet Making,

NO JOB TOO SMALL
DWIGHT WILLBORN
432-263-3580 OR

213-2597 17302

ROOFING

Schaefer & Co.
Roofing & Remodeling

Composition, Metal, & Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES
Work Guaranteed

Call Larry
432-213-6509 13

27
2

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

REMODELING

12
63

8

    



PHOENIX (AP) — “Man’s 
best friend” doesn’t go 
far enough for Buddy — 
a German shepherd who 
remembered his training 
and saved his owner’s life 
by calling 911 when the 
man had a seizure.

And it’s not the first time 
Buddy has been there for 
owner Joe Stalnaker, a po-
lice officer said Sunday.

On a recording of the 911 
call Wednesday, Buddy 
is heard whimpering and 
barking after the dispatch-
er answers and repeatedly 
asks if the caller needs 
help.

“Hello, this is 911. Hello 
... Can you hear me? Is 
there somebody there you 
can give the phone to,” 
says the dispatcher, Chris 
Trott.

Police were sent to Stal-
naker’s home, and after 
about three minutes Bud-
dy is heard barking loudly 
when the officers arrived.

Scottsdale police Sgt. 
Mark Clark said Stalnaker 
spent two days in a hospi-
tal and recovered from the 
seizure.

“It’s pretty incredible,” 
Clark said. “Even the vet-
eran dispatchers — they 
haven’t heard of anything 
like this.”

Clark said police are dis-

patched whenever 911 is 
called, but that Stalnaker’s 
address was flagged in 
Scottsdale’s system with a 
notification that a trained 
assistance dog could call 
911 when the owner was 
incapacitated.

Clark said Stalnaker ad-
opted Buddy at the age of 
8 weeks from Michigan-

based Paws with a Cause, 
which trains assistance 
dogs, and trained him to 
get the phone if he began 
to have seizure symptoms.

Wary of the 
person with 
the long 
stick, the 

large raptor shifted its 
weight atop the utility 
pole. The weathered wood 
had offered safety and 
a secure 
place for 
its talons to 
grip against 
the winds 
during the 
night.

As its 
strong legs 
and feet 
pushed for-
ward, the 
bird used its 
long, broad 
wings to capture a gust of 
wind to begin its spiraling 
flight upwards. A second 
later the noise of the stick 
was followed by the sting-
ing impact in the bird of 
prey’s wing, chest, and 
head.

Trying to control its de-
scent, the raptor fought 
to reach an area of tall, 
dense growth. As it nose-
dived into careless weeds 
and thistles, it could feel 
the pull on its feathers as 
spring and summer seeds 
left the parent plants to 
grab a ride to a new desti-
nation.

Once its feet had touched 
the ground, the bird cow-
ered and crept even fur-
ther into the maze of dry 
stalks and crisp leaves. 
Hidden at last, it re-
mained low to the ground 
until the crunching of the 
person’s feet faded, then 
disappeared.

As morning led to late 
afternoon, the raptor in-
stinctively sought its way 
out of the heavy foliage. 
Once clear, its effort to fly 
barely gained a foot or two 
of height. The pain in its 
wing, chest and head pre-
vented further attempts.

Looking at its surround-
ings, the bird saw ahead 
an enticing post on the 
other side of a barbed 
wire fence. After walking 
under the bottom strand, 
and using its remaining 
energy, the raptor jumped 
and flapped its wings. 
With its talons, it grabbed 
and pulled its body to the 
top of a wooden stub left 
behind when a new fence 
was installed. Exhausted 
by this exertion, the rap-
tor slept.

The view from her kitch-
en window offered season-
al colors and occasional 
wildlife. As she finished 
the dishes, the woman 
noticed that once again, 
a bird was using that old 
post from another era. It 
wasn’t the first hawk that 
had landed there, but it 
certainly was the largest.

Later, she noticed the 
bird had not moved. Curi-
ous, she left the kitchen. 
Even the back door 
shutting did not alarm 
it. Since the raptor was 
absolutely still, she called 
Parks & Wildlife.  Describ-
ing her location as three 
miles south of Midland 
on the Rankin Highway, 
the woman felt something 
was wrong with the bird 
and asked if a game war-
den could come.

Approaching the red-
tailed hawk, the officer 
noticed its lethargy. Even 
with its eyes open, the 
bird was not responsive. 
Using his leather gloves, 
the warden easily pinned 
the bird’s wings to its 
body and placed it in a 
carrier.

Upon examining the 
hawk, we found the wings 
held equally to the body. 
No joints were affected, 
but a small spot of blood 
was between an elbow and 
shoulder. Another stain 
was evident on the face.

By this time, we had dis-
covered the feathers were 
matted with bristly seeds 
and stickers. Having ex-
perienced the sharp barbs 
of “goat heads” ourselves, 
we had to remove the de-
bris before continuing. It 
was evident the hawk had 
been on the ground, in 

dense growth.
In running our fingers 

over the chest and belly, 
we could feel small lumps 
beneath the skin. So many 
aspects of this hawk’s 
physical condition were 
unexplained. But we did 
have our suspicions, in 
spite of a feathery enigma.

What we did know was 
that the red-tailed hawk 
was female. Larger than a 
male, she weighed a little 
over three pounds. Brown 
above, she was creamy 
white below. Her belly 
was streaked with small, 
brown-shaped hearts that 
seemed to form a fashion-
able sash. Typical was her 
brown back mottled with 
white. Her chestnut red 
tail was a sign of matu-
rity.

Refusing to eat on 
her own, the hawk re-
quired force-feeding. Her 

strength in resisting any 
handling was notable. 
Since we suspected a hair-
line fracture in the wing 
with the spot of blood, we 
did not like having to hold 
her. There was no other 
choice.

Due to the weather and 
other obligations, we were 
delayed in taking her to 
South Plains in Lubbock. 
On the fifth morning, we 
noticed a change. Alert 
and no longer passive, 
the red-tailed hawk was 
feisty. Placing a platter 
of mice in her carrier, we 
left the room. An hour 
later the plate was clean.

Upon arriving at the cen-
ter, the hawk was taken 
to their veterinarians for 
x-rays. A call later that 
afternoon confirmed that 
the red-tailed had been 
shot. Pellets fractured 
the wing bone that had 
knitted properly. Another 
pellet had entered her na-
sal cavity. The bumps on 
the chest and belly were 
caused by the same type of 
ammunition. With time, 
her prospect for release 

was good.
On the way home, we 

saw numerous red-tailed 
hawks due to migration. 
Soaring over the cotton 
and grain sorghum fields, 
the birds landed on utility 
poles. With their eyesight, 
they could see mice, rats, 
and rabbits at a remark-
able distance. One would 
suddenly lift upward 
as it used an updraft to 
hold it aloft. After hover-
ing, it would use several 
powerful wing beats to ac-
celerate and glide before 
descending toward unsus-
pecting prey.

Having the injuries 
defined, we gained an-
swers regarding what 
had caused the various 
wounds.  With its reputa-
tion in controlling rodents 
well known, there could 
never be an acceptable ex-
planation of why a person 
would shoot such a benefi-
cial bird.

Bebe McCasland is feder-
ally and state licensed to 
rehabilitate wild birds.
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Micro hearing 
circuit

SPECIAL EVENT IN BIG SPRING

Problems Hearing?
Hear What You’ve

Been Missing!

Audiology
and Hearing
Aid Centers

12 monthsNO INTEREST(for qualifiedbuyers)

Because every sound 
matters and every 

word counts.

211 Johnson St. • Big Spring
432-267-7052

FREE
AUDIOMETRIC TESTING & VIDEO EAR INSPECTION
Find out what you’re hearing and what you are not.

You’ll see what we see!

Custom Full Shell
Competitor’s
Advertised
Price $495

OUR PRICE
$445

Class A

Digital Canal
Competitor’s
Advertised
Price $895

OUR PRICE
$815

Digital Completely-In-Canal
Competitor’s
Advertised

Price $1,495

OUR PRICE
$1,345

100% Digital All-In-Canal

A CHIP IN YOUR EAR

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NANO This week you can
See...Demo...Try this amazing new technology - a technology so smart,

it’s nearly human.  It allows the instrument to recognize, remember and
classify the sounds YOU hear so you never have to make an adjustment.

This is a true
automatic

hearing aid!

Discover 

WHERE ART MEETS SCIENCE

• NOISY ROOM, QUIET 
CONVERSATION.

• HANG UP ON FEEDBACK.
• LOOKS AS GOOD 

AS IT LISTENS.

Take advantage of these special offers!

Save $500
during this
SPECIAL
EVENT!

©
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* RATES: Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is variable and accurate as of 9/10/08. Rates may change after the account is opened. Rates advertised are for new accounts and are applied to the entire balance 
based on the following daily collected balances: less than $10,000=0.75% APY; $10,000–$19,999=3.30% APY; $20,000–$49,999=3.30% APY; $50,000–$99,999 = 3.30% APY; $100,000–$249,999=3.30% 
APY; $250,000–$999,999=3.30% APY; $1,000,000–$2,499,999=3.30% APY; $2,500,000–$4,999,999=3.30% APY; $5,000,000 and over =2.00% APY. Funds in existing Compass money market accounts 
may not be used to open a new account. Withdrawals and transfers not made in person, including online transfers, are limited to six a month.  Only three of these withdrawals may be by check or debit 
point-of-sale transactions.  These limits are imposed by federal law and, if exceeded, could result in reclassifying the account as non-interest bearing.  Accounts are FDIC insured to the maximum amount 
allowed by law.  Accounts opened subject to approval. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. Limitations may apply. See branch for details. Member FDIC.

   3.30%APY*

In a mind-boggling economy, 
this rate is a no-brainer.

On days the balance is $10,000 up to $5,000,000

Compass Preferred  
Money Market®

From the bank that always helps you get more out of your 

money, an offer that, well, helps you get more out of your money. 

During uncertain times, it’s comforting to know your money is safe and 

earning interest. With a Compass Preferred Money Market® account, you’ll 

get complete access to your funds—so you won’t have to give up liquidity 

to earn a great interest rate. Rate also available for businesses. To learn more 

or to open an account, call 1-800-COMPASS or visit any branch today. 

www.compassbank.com             1-800-COMPASS (1-800-266-7277)

Big Spring             
1500 South Gregg Street

(432) 267-1651

CB 75485_5.35x6_TX_BigSpring.indd   1 9/9/08   4:50:51 PM

The Basket Barn
is now open

Come in for the Most Delicious
Cookies & Homemade Fudge

Free Delivery On Orders $20 or More
Open

Tuesday - Saturday

906 E. 3rd    •    264-9554 12838

NEED MONEY
Get A Quick, Easy & Confidential

PAYDAY LOAN
Quick Cash

$ $
432-263-4400                                          612 S. Gregg

11736

Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing

NOW YOUR

DEALER

3206 E. F.M. 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-9000
432-263-1902

Buster Gartman
TACLB003559E 3

1
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Bird Poop: A red-tailed hawk survives shooting

Courtesy photo

Almost two feet in length, with a wingspread of 4-5 
feet, the red-tailed hawk mates for life, or until the 
death of one of the pair. The remaining bird then seeks 
another mate.

Bebe

McCasland

Rover, call me an ambulance — dog calls 911
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®: Advice for those in need

Real Estate for Rent
FOR LEASE, 1 bedroom town-
house, recently updated with 
new carpet, paint, etc. Clean, 
safe, convenient location. $500 
per month, $250. deposit. 1405 
Lancaster. (432)272-0048.

HOUSE FOR rent 1211 Wood. 
Call for more information, 
(432)209-7285 or 
(432)213-1713.

RV SPACES, 3 miles outside 
city. $410.00 month. Includes- 
Electric, water, sewer and gar-
bage. Covered vehicle space 
available- extra charge. Call 
254-643-1145.

SINGLE HOMEOWNER with 
Two extra rooms available. 
Close to town. $400.00 Month 
plus deposit. All bills paid. For 
more information, 
432-264-1888.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 & 2 Bedrooms

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale
4040 VICKY, Big Spring, 3 
bedroom, 2 bath, 2 living area, 
walk-in closets, storeroom, 2 
car garage, 1921 sq. ft. Call 
(432)466-0612.

510 NW 7th St. 79720. I-20 US 
Rt. 87. $17,999. $1,000. down 
payment. $185. monthly. No 
credit check or closing cost. 
Call today! 713-231-1173.

814 ANGELA Road (Forsan 
ISD).  3 Bdrm, 2 bath, 1700 Sq. 
feet, fireplace, hot tub, above 
ground pool, large car carport, 
lg storage/ shop, 1 acre. Call 
432-270-2878.  $118,000.00. 
No Owner Finance.

BY OWNER 3 Bdrm, 3 bath, 
2600sq. ft. 3202 Greenbrier 
Ave. in College Park Estates. 
$152,000. Call 432-263-7168. 
See listing 
www.owners.com/DAJ2456

COAHOMA ISD. 4-Bdrm, 
3-bath, (3800sq. ft.), 4 car ga-
rage, shops. 3 plus acres, 
w/rental property with potential 
to make $40,000.00 per year. 
Call 254-643-1145.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm. Only 
$20,800!  Must see! For listings 
800-544-6258 ext. F906.

HORSEMAN’S DREAM,
Priced to Sell- CISD 3/2, Open 
concept with office. Barn, 
Shop, Arena on 18 acres. Ex-
cellent Fences, Quiet Area. 
432-816-9441, 394-4183.

OWNER FINANCED 
HOUSES. Easy Terms. Low 
Down Payment. Bad Credit 
OK. Call Lana at TruStar Re-
alty (432)264-8166.

Real Estate for Sale
LAND for SALE: 27.12 acres, 
1 mile north of I-20 on Hwy 87. 
956 Feet of frontage. $8,500 
per acre.  432-394-4583.

OWNER FINANCE. Fixer Up-
per in Colorado City. 3 Bdrm, 2 
bath. $5,000.00 Down. Call 
907-240-8382.

COAHOMA ISD 3 bdrm, ap-
prox. 1 acre. Updated kitchen. 
Workshop, RV storage, barn. 
City water/ water well for yard. 
$89,900.00. Home Realtors, 
Linda  Barnes (432)270-0062.

HIGHLAND SOUTH- 3 Bed-
room, 2 bath, 2 living areas 
with double garage. Brick. 
Great Price. $135,000.00. 
Home Realtors, Linda  Barnes 
(432)270-0062.

********************************
NEW LISTING
1709 SETTLES

Remodeled Three  bedroom, 
two bath, garage. New carpet, 
tile, built in appliances. Call 
(325)207-3434 or 
(432)209-7285.
********************************
OWNER FINANCED- 3241 
Drexel 3/2, fireplace, garage, 
$99,500.00. 10% Down. 
$865.00 Monthly. Call 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

WE ARE looking to buy rent 
houses in good condition. Con-
tact Shirley Lee, @ 
(432)272-7070.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
*****EXCELLENT BUY*****
2006 Pontiac Torrent. Less 
than 18,000 miles. Great Con-
dition. Price $17,500.00 Firm. 
Serious Inquiries Only 
(432)816-9961.

2004 CHRYSLER Pacifica, 
Family Car. Loaded, leather, 
moon roof, 70,000 miles, DVD 
Player, GPS. $12,500.00 Ne-
gotiable. Call (432)466-1512 or  
466-1532.

2005 FORD F250. Very nice. 
65,000 miles. $22,000. Call 
(432)267-2682 or 
(432)270-4150.

2007 33 ft. 5th Wheel Luxury 
Prowler Regal, 2 slide outs, 
Only used 5 times. Paid 
$52,600. will sell for $43,000. 
negotiable. Call (432)264-5037 
(wk), (432)213-5038 (wk), or 
home (432)264-6257 for ap-
pointment.

2007 SUBURBAN 2 wheel 
drive, 1/2 Ton, LS, 22,000 
miles, Ext.-Sport Red Metallic, 
Int-Ebony/Light Cashmere 
$23,500. Call 432-517-0383.

USED GRAND Junction 3 
slides, slide toppers, mor-ryde 
suspension, Gen. prep, super 
clean, gotta pay for college. 
(512)262-2705.

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2005 GMC Half Ton Crew 
Z-71 - Silver With Gray Cloth, 
All Power, 5.3 V-8 Engine,
One Owner.

 $16,995

2005 GMC Crew Cab 4X4 - 
Duramax Diesel Engine, Red 
With Tan Leather, All Power, 
One Owner.
 $27,995

2007 Pontiac Torrent - All
Power, Local One Owner, 
7,500 Miles.

$19,995

2007 GMC Yukon
Bronze Mist Color, Sunroof, Navigation Radio, Leather Interior, 

Local One Owner, Extra Clean.

$29,995

2003 Olds Aurora - Diamond 
White, Tan Leather, All Power, 
34K One Owner Miles.

$12,995
PONTIAC GMC

263-7625 888-263-0017
“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”

13320

SOLD
(432) 263-1284 110 W. MarcyBig Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

GORGEOUS HIGHLAND HOME on large corner lot with beautiful park-
like landscaping. 4 bedroom, 3 bath, 2 living areas, garden/sunroom, 
office could be 5th bedroom, wonderful newly remodeled kitchen with 

granite countertops, new cabinets and tile floor. Masonry fence, 
sprinkler system, workshop, 2 car garage.

Call Leslie Elrod @ (432) 517-0038 for an appointment today.

801 HIGHLAND 17233

Yesterday’s full moon
energies embolden Aries
moon beginnings today.
It’s as though we’re
surfers who have been
observing a wave on the
ocean, watching it roll in,
and now we’re positioned
to stand up and ride.
Remarkably, this action
involves little effort, just
getting “on board” with a
plan or project. Our
intuitive legwork has
prepared us.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You’re
not a huge
fan of
wanting, but
it’s helpful
to be a little
bit hungry
now. A large
appetite for
life ensures
that your
experiences
will be juicy
and full. It’s
lucky to connect with a
Taurus. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Doing good in the
world comes at a personal
cost, but you weren’t
expecting this to be easy.
You gladly do what’s
necessary to make a
situation right.
Sagittarius is on your
side. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Your professional
reputation precedes you.
You’ll be offered lucrative
work. There’s a way to
handle multiple
commitments, though it
will take some sorting out
and delegating. Your
organizational skills save
the day.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You’re bold and
inventive. Give dynamic
ideas a try, if only for a
day. Move the furniture.

Open new accounts.
Change your style of
dressing or talking. You
raise your energy and
stir up new interest from
others. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You want to deliver
quality, but obsessing
and worrying over details
that will have little effect
in the end won’t raise the
integrity of your project.
Know when to say when.
Your first instinct will be
correct. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You have the right
idea about how to
persuade people to your
way of thinking. Because
of this, you seal a deal or
convince a friend to take
action. Your success key
is simple: You genuinely
care. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You’re very specific
about what you need. You
can afford to wait until
someone gets it right.
With your sweet, patient
attitude, people are
motivated to give you
exactly what you want.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Your creative spirit
is a restless child. What
captures your
imagination one minute
might bore you half an
hour later. Flit from
interest to interest until
you land on a fascination
so deep it can hold you a
while.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). You flirt! You
want to make people
smile and your social
banter is sparkling —
you’re just plain
irresistible. By the end of
the day, there are new
members of your fan
club. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Usually you’re

the leader. But when
you’re not in charge, you
have a special way of
relating with the person
who is. Authority figures
may now rely on you for
advice or assistance. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You have an
unbelievably easy time
with the chores that most
others find frustrating.
It’s not just because
you’re talented, though
that’s part of it. It’s
because you see the
problem in a totally
different way. PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20). The
person who finishes first
is not always the winner.
There is something
valuable to be gained
through patience and
humility. Quiet, selfless
acts build your inner
strength.

ASTROLOGICAL
TOPICS: Your Egyptian
zodiac sign. Dates: Jan.
1-7; Jun. 19-28; Sept. 1-
7; Nov. 18-26. Sign: the
Nile. 

The Nile is still the
source of life, and Egypt’s
wealth. Likewise, Nile
people enrich those
around them, enjoy
tranquil surroundings
and are spiritually
inclined. As the Nile used
to flood every year,
wiping out disease and
renewing life, those born
need to shake things up
now and then — in the
name of progress. 

Dates: Jan. 8-21, Feb.
1-11. Sign: Ra.

The sun god (and star
of Egypt) Ra was
endowed with generosity
and strength. Ra people
reassure others, making
them great leaders. Those
under this sign lead by
example and empower
others to do the same.

Great blessings and
opportunity in life are
secured for Ra-born. 

Dates: Jan. 22-31;
Sept. 8-22. Sign: Mut. 

Depicted as a white
vulture atop kings’
crowns, this mother
goddess held sway over
Egypt’s entire royal
legacy. Thus, Mut people
are authoritative figures
who honor the physical
and mystical nature of
life. They inspire others
with a rare blend of
hopefulness and realism.
Come back for more
tomorrow!

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Virgos are
notoriously humble, but
they also might think
they’re the best at what
they do. This isn’t a
contradiction! Though
Virgo-born are quick to
brush off compliments,
their methodical
craftsmanship gives them
bragging rights. In singer
Marc Anthony we see the
dedication and pride of
Virgo. With Mars also in
flamboyant Leo, Marc
exudes showmanship and
confidence — even if he
doesn’t feel it. 

Holiday Mathis is the
author of “Rock Your
Stars.” If you would like
to write to her, please go
to www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.
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Dear Annie: My 28-
year-old divorced
daughter will be getting
married soon.
Occasionally, my
husband and I baby-sit
our 6-year-old
granddaughter. 

During our weekly
visits, our granddaughter
sometimes tells us things
that are a little
disturbing. The most
recent thing she said
was, “Last night it was
thundering and lightning
and I was scared, so
Daddy Bob told me to
come in and sleep with
him and Mommy in their
bed.

I slept in the middle
and Daddy Bob just
wears his underwear to
sleep.” Later, when our
daughter came to pick up
our grandchild and they
were getting ready to
leave, I casually
mentioned what her
daughter had said. 

She rolled her eyes at
me and said I was being
overly protective, that
her fiance wears shorts to
bed, not his underwear,
and that I always think
the worst. I changed the
subject, but I wonder,

Annie, am I
worried over
nothing? —
Gram

Dear
Gram: You
aren’t being
over-
protective,
you are
being
attentive. In
this
instance,
however, we
doubt
anything is
going on.
Crawling
into bed with Mommy
and Daddy is perfectly
natural, and you can’t
expect Daddy to be
wearing jeans. 

Unless Daddy is naked,
or likes to crawl into
your granddaughter’s
bed, it seems innocent. Of
course, you should keep
an eye out for signs of
abuse with any child, but
please don’t encourage
your granddaughter to
tell you detailed stories
about her stepfather’s
sleeping habits. 

There is always the
slight possibility she will
start to create

information
in order to
please you.

Dear
Annie: My
husband and
I have lived
in a nice
neighborhood
for 42 years.
Our 93-year-
old neighbor,
“Ralph,” is
alone because
his wife
became ill
and he was
unable to
take care of

her. 
Her loving family took

her out of town to help
her. The problem is,
Ralph is constantly at my
door, ringing the bell,
banging on the siding,
looking for us in my
garden, in my shed, in
my driveway, in our face. 

We can’t sit on our
patio and relax. He is
driving us crazy.  My
husband is retired and
spends a lot of time
caring for the yard and
garden. 

This man is in his
back pocket. We are
trying not to be nasty.
Ralph has two children
who do not come around
often. 

He needs supervision.
This man is not the
responsibility of the
neighbors. How should
we handle this? — Going
Crazy in Pennsylvania

Dear Going Crazy:
Ralph is lonely and has
not adapted to living by
himself. We’re assuming
this is a second marriage
and the “loving family”
that took Mom doesn’t
include the two children
who don’t visit Ralph. 

Can you get in touch
with his kids? Suggest
they look into programs
that will occupy Ralph,
not only so he doesn’t
annoy the neighbors, but
to give him some mental
and physical stimulation. 

You also can call Adult
Protective Services and
ask someone to check

and make sure Ralph is
managing on his own. We
know he’s not your
responsibility, but please
do this anyway.

Dear Annie: I read the
letter from “Elizabeth,”
who asked about
permitting a 4-year-old
boy to use the urinal in
the men’s room. As a
mother of two sons, I
often had the same
dilemma.

I have also stood
outside restroom doors
waiting for my boys,
although not when they
were as young as 4.
Wouldn’t it be nice if
they would make a stall
in the ladies room with a
urinal for these
situations? 

Most restrooms now
have diaper-changing
stations, so let’s progress
a little more. There are a
lot of women who are
single parents or mothers
shopping or traveling
with children. 

It certainly would ease
our minds to be able to
let our little boys do this
under our supervision. —
Mom in Missouri

Dear Mom: It’s a sweet
idea, but probably cost-
prohibitive. (Any builder
who’s interested could
put the urinal in one of
the stalls so little boys
using the facilities don’t
disturb curious little
girls.)

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy
Sugar, longtime editors of
the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your
questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.
net, or write to: Annie’s
Mailbox, P.O. Box 118190,
Chicago, IL 60611. To find
out more about Annie’s
Mailbox, and read
features by other
Creators Syndicate
writers and cartoonists,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.
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� The Model T is introduced Oct. 1, 1908.
� The moving assembly line for the Model T gets

under way in 1913.
� More than 15 million Model T’s are sold by 

the end of the automobile’s production 
in 1927.

“Anyone who stops learning is old, 
whether at 20 or 80. 

Anyone who keeps learning stays young. 
The greatest thing in life 

is to keep your mind young.”
— Henry Ford, brainyquote.com.

Bookmobile travels
across America

This fall, the Digital Bookmobile hits the road for a
tour of libraries across the country. Its mission: To
raise awareness about the wide variety of download-
able media offered by local libraries and to get com-
munities revved up for e-reading.

The tour kicked off in New
York City’s Central Park in Au-
gust. Throughout the next year, libraries in more than
40 cities will welcome the bookmobile as it promotes
online reading across the country.

TOURING THE INTERNET HIGHWAY
OverDrive, a company that provides digital media

services to libraries, schools and book publishers world-
wide, is the driving force behind the bookmobile. The
traveling exhibit is a high-tech take on the traditional
bookmobile. Instead of housing ordinary library books,
the 74-foot, 18-wheel tractor-trailer carries five interactive,
Internet-connected computer stations. At these stations,
visitors can browse eBooks (electronic books), listen to
audiobooks and music, and preview movies that are all
part of their local library’s online catalog. Guests also can
learn how to use MP3 players, cell phones and other
portable devices to take digital downloads on the go.

Steve Potash heads OverDrive. He says the bookmo-
bile was created to help libraries spread the word about
their digital download services. Every day, more and
more people download eBooks and audiobooks from
their libraries’ virtual branches, but a significant number
of library cardholders don’t know the option exists. The
Digital Bookmobile will help readers “discover all of the
wonderful, premium material — feature films, popular
music, newly released novels — that their library has to
offer,” Potash told Time For Kids. “And they will realize
the great value that their library is providing to them.”

SO LONG, LATE FEES!
All that’s needed to start checking out download-

able content from a library’s digital catalog is a library
card and a computer with Internet access. Virtual
branches never close, offering users a vast selection of
media 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Plus, when
the due date comes around, digital titles delete them-
selves from your computer and return themselves.

So, what are you waiting for? Go to digitalbook
mobile.com to find out if the Digital Bookmobile is
traveling to a city near you. Then, “come discover,
come explore, and come enjoy,” Potash says. “It’s
there, and it’s free.”                                       — Vickie An

© 2008 Time Inc. All Rights Reserved.
TIME FOR KIDS and Timeforkids.com are registered trademarks of Time Inc.

It’s been 100 years since the Ford Model T
made its debut, changing American culture
forever. It was a sturdy, practical car, and the
first one that was reasonably affordable for
average American drivers.

But riding in a Model T is a lot different
from cruising in a minivan! Fans can take a
spin back in time in a variety of historic road-
sters at Greenfield Village, part of The Henry
Ford in Dearborn, Mich. The Henry Ford is a
historical entertainment complex that in-
cludes the historic village, the Henry Ford
Museum, Ford factory tours, a research cen-
ter and more. What better place to celebrate
the Model T during its birthday year?

We began with a ride in one of the many
Model T’s at the village. Our driver, Janice
Warju, has been specially trained, because a
Model T isn’t like the car your mom and dad
drive. For starters, we saw three pedals —
not just two like in today’s automatic cars —

but Warju gave us a smooth ride, probably
about 15 mph. (Warju said the Model T is
able to go up to 45 mph.)

Passenger Brooke Everly, 10, of Seabrook,
S.C., said kids should check out the ride —
but she wished the Model T could go “a little
faster.”

“Still, it’s fun,” she said with a big grin. 
The Model T is so celebrated, not just be-

cause it was a popular and good car, but be-
cause it totally changed life in America,
explained Bob Casey, the curator of trans-
portation at The Henry Ford.

“Lots of people were working on cars in
their sheds and barns, and he (Henry Ford)
became one of them ... and basically he got
in on the ground floor of the new technology.
... and rather than go to work in someone

else’s industry, he helped build a brand-new
industry,” Casey explains.

You can catch a re-created scene with ac-
tors’ voices portraying the famous founder
and city leaders, along with real film footage
in the nearby Ford Motor Co. building. You’ll
also see a re-creation 
of Ford’s Bagley 
Avenue workshop.

Don’t miss the 
“Exploded” Model 
T. There’s no real 
explosion, but a huge
Model T hangs
from the ceiling,
as if suspended
in air, with every
part pulled apart so

you can see what went into the magnificent
machine.

You can take part in “What’s My Assem-
bly Line?” — a chance to put together a mini
Model T!

After all, it was the Model T, as Casey
says, that is credited with starting the whole
idea of mass production.

“Other people had the idea of an inexpen-
sive car,” Casey said, “but they

didn’t figure out the way Henry
Ford did — how to make an

inexpensive car, but (make) one
that was also a good car.”

— Cathy Collison,
Detroit Free Press

Check out
www.the
henryford.
org for more
on the T.

Take a ride back in time

MCT KidNews 09/18

BY ERIC GWINN

Chicago Tribune

hat would an American Girl Place for boys
look like?

Instead of $100 dolls for sale, you might see a wall
of flashy footlong muscle cars, a container of fat tires,
a display rack of exotic rims and threatening exhaust
pipes. Instead of shrieks of delight, you might hear the
whine and whir of a powered hex wrench as all those
pieces were put together to make one tricked-out ride.

In other words, it might look like Ridemakerz, a
chain of toy car shops with 11 outlets open around the
country and another opening in October. The com-
pany’s Web site also allows visitors to create custom
cars, which are shipped unassembled so kids (and
adults!) can put them together at home.

When the seventh store in the Ridemakerz chain

opened this spring in Schaumburg, Ill., it proved pop-
ular not just with boys but also their dads, sisters and
moms at a “sneak peek” event the day before the
grand opening.

“The (pink) Ras-
cal was our biggest
seller,” said Larry
Andreini, Ridemak-
erz’ ZEO — that’s
“CEO” with a “z”; to
woo the preteen crowd,
the company markets its “rimz”
and “decalz,” “enginez” and “ridez.”

Trucks start at $15, cars at $12, and plastic acces-
sories ring up at $2.50 to $10 apiece. The hood
scoops, wheelie bars and other accessories attach to
the vehicles by magnet or a special snap-on system
and don’t affect performance. Their stylized shapes
add to the Ridemakerz’ slightly over-the-top look.

They’re not as fast — or expensive — as the 50-
mph cars craved by hard-core hobbyists who buy
from stores such as www.atomicmods.com.

Ridemakerz is for the beginner who wants to
choose from more than 600 million possible combina-
tions of cars, parts and decals and to go to ridemak-
erz.com to compare cars and plan Ridemakerz parties.

Yes, parties. Ridemakerz offers several price op-
tions for throwing a bash where guests get to choose
and customize their own “ridez.” Prices start at $12
per guest and go as high as $30 per guest, but if you
want to upgrade with a radio-controlled option you’ll
have to tack on another $25 for each ride. 

Bring your own tea and doll.PHOTOS COURTESY OF  R IDEMAKERZ

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  OVERDRIVE

The Digital Bookmobile’s “Gadget
Gallery” helps to illustrate the easy
access to digital books.

FORD MOTOR COMPANY

Foose Challenger
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This Date 
In History

Today is Tuesday, Sept. 16, the 260th 
day of 2008. There are 106 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
One hundred years ago, on Sept. 16, 

1908, General Motors was formed in 
Flint, Mich., by William Durant.

On this date:
In 1498, Tomas de Torquemada, noto-

rious for his role in the Spanish 
Inquisition, died in Avila, Spain.

In 1810, Mexico began its successful 
revolt against Spanish rule.

In 1893, more than 100,000 settlers 
swarmed onto a section of land in 
Oklahoma known as the “Cherokee 
Strip.”

In 1919, the American Legion was 
formally chartered by an act of 
Congress.

In 1940, President Roosevelt signed 
into law the Selective Training and 
Service Act, which set up the first peace-
time military draft in U.S. history; 
Samuel T. Rayburn of Texas was elected 
Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

In 1966, the Metropolitan Opera 
opened its new opera house at New 
York’s Lincoln Center for the Performing 
Arts.
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In 1968, Republican presidential nomi-
nee Richard Nixon exclaimed, “Sock it to 
ME?” in a taped bit for the NBC-TV 
comedy program “Rowan & Martin’s 
Laugh-In.”

In 1977, Maria Callas, the American-
born prima donna famed for her lyric 
soprano and fiery temperament, died in 
Paris at age 53.

In 1982, the massacre of hundreds of 
Palestinian men, women and children by 
Israeli-allied Lebanese militiamen began 
in west Beirut’s Sabra and Chatilla refu-
gee camps.

In 1988, Hurricane Gilbert slammed 
into the Mexico coast for the second time 
in three days. 

One year ago: A deadly shooting in 
Baghdad involving the U.S. security firm 
Blackwater USA left 17 Iraqi civilians 
dead. 

Today’s Birthdays: Actress Janis Paige 
is 86. Actress Lauren Bacall is 84. Blues 
singer B.B. King is 83. Clergyman-author 
Rev. Robert H. Schuller is 82. Actor Peter 
Falk is 81. Actress Anne Francis is 78. 
Actor George Chakiris is 76. Movie direc-
tor Jim McBride is 67. Actress Linda 
Miller is 66. Rhythm-and-blues singer 
Betty Kelly (Martha & the Vandellas) is 
64. Musician Kenney Jones (Small Faces; 
Faces; The Who) is 60. Actress Susan 
Ruttan is 60. Rock musician Ron Blair 
(Tom Petty & the Heartbreakers) is 60. 
Actor Ed Begley Jr. is 59. Country singer 
David Bellamy (The Bellamy Brothers) is 
58. Country singer-songwriter Phil Lee is 
57. Actor-comedian Lenny Clarke is 55. 

Actor Kurt Fuller is 55. Jazz musician 
Earl Klugh is 55. Actor Christopher Rich 
is 55. Singer Frank Reed (The Chi-Lites) 
is 54. TV personality Mark McEwen is 
54. Actor Mickey Rourke is 52. Magician 
David Copperfield is 52. Country singer-
songwriter Terry McBride is 50. Actress 
Jennifer Tilly is 50. Former All-Star base-
ball pitcher Orel Hershiser is 50. Singer 
Richard Marx is 45. Comedian Molly 
Shannon is 44. Singer Marc Anthony is 
40. Comedian Amy Poehler is 37. Singer 
Musiq is 31. Actress Alexis Bledel is 27. 
Actress Sabrina Bryan is 24. Actress 
Madeline Zima is 23. Actress Kyla Pratt 
is 22. Rock singer Teddy Geiger is 20. 
Rock singer-musician Nick Jonas (The 
Jonas Brothers) is 16.

Thought for Today: “Stoicism is the 
wisdom of madness and cynicism the 
madness of wisdom.” — Bergen Evans, 
American lexicographe  (1904-1978).

® 2008 The Associated Press.


