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Tech campus in 
Germany closes

By CAITLAN OSBORN
S taff Writer

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S tu d y  
A b road  has ch o se n  to  c lo se  th e  
doors o f  its T exas T e c h  In te r n a ­
tional C e n te r in Q uedlinburg, G er­
many, by 2 0 1 2 , due to  budget cuts 
and lack  o f  student p articip ation .

T h e  program , w h ich  is d irected  
by the D ep artm ent o f C lassical and 
M o d em  Languages in  L iteratures, 
b egan  in  2 0 0 5 . T h e  d ep artm en t 
is allow ing on e m ore sem ester o f 
study th is fa ll before c losin g  th e  
cam pus.

“In  th e  six years th a t we hav e 
had  th is  c e n te r , we h a v e  n e v e r  
b e e n  able to  recru it en ou gh stu­
d e n ts ,” said M e re d ith  M c C la in , 
associate professor o f  G erm an  and 
d irector o f  th e  Q uedlinburg study 
abroad  program . “T h e  G erm an y  
program  was underp op u lated  for 
six years, and now  in  th e  fin ancia l 
cru n ch  o f A m e rica  and T exas and 
T exas T ech , they  could  n o  longer 
allow  th at type o f luxury.”

M c C la in  said in  order to  keep 
the In tern atio n a l C e n te r  running, 
there  needed to  be 10 students in 
b o th  b e g in n er and in term ed ia te  
classes. H ow ever, she said, e a ch  
year th e  program  fell short o f  its 
goal. B ecause o f  th e  lim ited  nu m ­
ber o f students, the university could 
n o t afford to  pay for th e  G erm an  
faculty, M c C la in  said.

“I certa in ly  understand  w hen 
T e ch  says they  c a n ’t afford to  pay 
faculty  over here teach in g  only six 
to  e ight students, w hen everybody 
back  hom e m ust have 10 ,” she said. 
“Faculty  chairs o f  th e  d epartm ent 
had b e en  given around a 28  per­
ce n t cu t o f  th e ir budget, and they 
were looking for w here they  could 
cu t th a t. In  our foreign  language 
departm ent, Q uedlinburg was th e  
obvious th in g  to  le t go. I t ’s a h igh  
quality, low qu antity  program .”

Q u edlinbu rg , o n ce  a m em b er 
o f East G erm any  before th e  fall o f 
the B erlin  wall, is a tow n o f alm ost 
3 0 ,0 0 0  people. M c C la in , w ho cre ­
ated th e  study abroad program  in 
G erm any, said she ch ose Q u e d lin ­
burg as a “pedagogical exp erim en t”

to  see ho w  stu d e n ts  re a c te d  
w hen  pushed ou tside o f  th e ir  
com fort zone.

F o r  e x a m p le ,  s h e  s a id , 
Q u edlinbu rg  does n o t hav e  a 
u n iv ersity , c lu b s or a m o v ie  
theater.

“In  B erlin  for exam ple, p eo­
ple would n o t hav e th e  qu al­
ity exp erien ce th a t they  would 
h a v e  h e r e ,” sh e  sa id . “T h e y  
w ould  h e a r  a lo t  o f  E n g lish , 
w hereas these fam ilies m ostly  
sp e a k  ju s t  G e r m a n . I t ’s th e  
m ost op p o site  th in g  o f  L u b ­
bock , T exas in  all o f  G erm any 
and w hat students find in  this 
s p e c if ic  p la c e  is p a rtic u la r ly  
life changing. I t ’s very hard to 
d escribe.”

M c C la in  also said she w an t­
ed to  learn  how  T e ch  students 
r e a c te d  to  s u c h  a d if fe r e n t  
cu ltu re  and show  th em  th ere  
is m ore to  Q u ed lin b u rg  th a n  
m eets th e  eye.

“I b e liev e  it is a w eakness 
in  o u r c o u n tr y  t h a t  w e are  
su ch a big and w ealth y  p lace  
th a t we tend  to  th in k  sim ply 
as A m e rica n s ,” M c C la in  said. 
“F or p eople to  b e  co n fro n ted  
w ith  w hat is really d ifferent, is 
very difficult at tim es, but is also 
an u ltim ate learning exp erience 
because they have the ch an ce  to  
learn  m ore about them selves.”

B e c a u s e  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  
w ants to  give all students the 
opportunity  to  exp erien ce the 
Q u edlinbu rg  cam pus on e  last 
t im e , M c C la in  said th e  u n i­
versity is offering every student 
w ho applies a $ 2 ,5 0 0  sch olar­
ship to  p a rtic ip ate  in  th e  fall 
program.

A n o th e r  b e n e fit  o f  study­
ing in  Q uedlinburg in  th e  fall, 
M c C la in  said, is th a t students 
do n o t  n e e d  to  b e  s tu d y in g  
G erm an  to  p articip ate  and can  
start at the b egin ner’s level. Sh e  
also said th e  program  provides 
internships to  students th at spe­
cifically  ta ilo r to  th e ir interests 
and ed u cational needs.
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Bell’s a Singin’
Former 'American Idol’ contestant and 
Tech student performs at Cactus Theater

PHOTO BY SCOTT MACWATTERS/The Daih Toreaaor

JERO M E B ELL, A  former Tech student, performed his own original music as well as today’s hits at his concert Saturday at the Cactus Theater.

sch oo l and ju n io r h ig h  classm ates sin ce  after h ig h  sch o o l,” she said. th a t  th e y ’ve b e e n  fo llo w in g  m eBy KASSIDY KETRON
Staff Writer

Jero m e B e ll, a L u b b ock  n ativ e 
and form er “A m e rica n  Id ol” c o n ­
testan t, wrapped up h is h o m eco m ­
ing perform ance by singing Jason  
M raz’s “I ’m  yours,” and w alking up 
and dow n th e  isles singing to  and 
w ith  h is audience.

B e ll, a Fren sh ip  H ig h  S c h o o l 
alum nus and form er T exas T e ch  
stu d en t; perform ed  a t 7 :3 0  p .m . 
o n  Satu rday at th e  C actu s T h e a te r  
in  fro n t  o f  fan s, fam ily  and  old  
friends.

B e ll said h e  be liev ed  m ost o f  
the au d ience was m ade up o f  h ig h

th a t h e  has n o t seen  sin ce  h e  left 
L u b b o ck , w h ich , h e  said , was a 
p leasan t surprise.

“I was to ta lly  happy w ith  th e  
c ro w d ,” h e  said . “I d id n ’t h a v e  
any e x p e cta tio n s. I ju st w anted  to  
com e h o m e and kind  of, lik e , le t 
people see w hat I ’ve b e en  doing, 
w hat I ’m  up to  and w hat’s going 
o n  in  my life right now .”

Liz W oods, a h ig h  sch oo l class­
m ate, said after all o f  B e ll ’s p u b lic­
ity and success, “h e ’s still th e  sam e 
Je ro m e ”.

W oods said she exp ects B e ll to  
be successful.

“H e ’s b e e n  try in g  to  do th is

“S o , h e ’s b e e n  trying to  get th is 
b ig , and now  th a t h e  has h is nam e 
ou t th ere  h e ’ll m ake it. H e ’ll m ake 
it far.”

B e ll  said becau se  L u b b o ck  is 
h is ho m eto w n  it was im p ortant for 
h im  to  give th e  au d ience h is best 
p erform ance.

T h is  p a r t ic u la r  p e r fo rm a n ce  
m ad e h im  m o re  n e rv o u s  th a n  
usual, h e  said.

“T h ese  are the people th a t have 
b e en  keeping up w ith  m e and fo l­
low ing m e ev en  before Id o l,” B e ll 
said. “T h e y ’ve b e e n  follow ing m e 
sin ce I ’ve b e en  to  N ew  York. It was 
lik e , I hav e  to  really  show  th em

for a reason .”
B e ll perform ed a few  orig in al 

songs lik e  h is new  sin g le , “C o l­
lide” as w ell as top h its  like A d e le ’s 
“R o llin g  in  th e  D eep .”

S te v e  C h a n d le r said h e  ch ose 
to  a tten d  th e  p erform ance because 
h is  d au g h ter, E liz a b e th  T u rn er, 
atten ded  h ig h  sch o o l and  p a rtic i­
pated  in  ch o ir  w ith  B ell.

A fte r  th e  m eet and greet w ith  
B e ll, h e  said h e  n o tice d  B e ll was 
still th e  sam e person.

C h a n d le r said B e ll proves L u b­
b o ck  is n o t short o f  ta len t.

BELL continued on Page 2

Student visa program: New rules, same problems
JA C K S O N , Miss. (A P ) —  T h e  

S ta te  D ep artm en t is p u blicly  a c ­
know ledging th at one o f its most 
popular exchange programs leaves 
foreign college students vulnerable 
to exp lo ita tion , but it ’s unclear if 
new regulations the agency is push­
ing will do enough to stop the abuses.

T h e  revised rules aim  to  sh ift 
m ore resp o n sib ility  o n to  th e  53 
en tities the departm ent designates 
official sponsors in the J-1  Sum m er

W o rk  T ra v e l P rog ram . H is to r i­
cally, many sponsors have farmed out 
those duties to third-party co n trac­
tors, m aking th e  sponsors “m ere 
purveyors o f  J-1  visas,” according 
to the S tate  D epartm ent’s proposed 
new rules published this spring in the 
Federal Register.

Federal auditors have criticized 
the department for years for depend­
ing on sponsors, some o f whom make 
millions o f dollars off J-1  students, to

oversee the program and investigate 
com plaints. Yet the new regulations 
would require lit t le  or n o  d irect 
o v e rs ig h t by S ta te  D e p a rtm e n t 
employees, leaving sponsors free to 
contin u e p olicing  them selves and 
their partners.

T h e  changes are to  take effect 
July 15, too  late for thousands of 
students already in the country for 
a n o th er season o f clean in g  h o te l 
rooms, waiting tables and working

checkou t counters.
Students visiting under J-1  visas 

m ake ideal victim s since they are 
here temporarily and may not know 
how to seek help . A n  A ssociated  
Press in v estig a tio n  pu blished  six 
m onths ago found that many par­
ticipants paid thousands of dollars to 
com e to the U .S ., only to learn the 
jobs they were promised didn’t exist. 
Som e had to share beds in crowded 
houses or apartm ents, charged so

m uch for lodging and transportation 
that they took hom e no pay. O thers 
turned to  th e  sex industry, w hile 
som e sought help  from  hom eless 
shelters.

In  p o stin g  th e  proposed new  
rules, S ta te  D ep artm en t o ffic ia ls  
detailed problems that largely mir­
rored the A P ’s findings, then blamed 
lack o f oversight by the sponsors, and 
expressed confidence the changes 
w ill h e lp  c le a n  up th e  program .

partly by requiring sponsors to verify 
that students have jobs and that the 
employers are legitim ate.

A  review o f the new regulations 
shows they have few teeth , however. 
W h ile  the changes spell out how 
sponsors are to vet third-party bro­
kers and how often they are to touch 
base w ith  v is it in g  stu d en ts, th e  
rules are vague on how vigorously 
the S ta te  D epartm ent will ch eck  to 
verify those duties are done.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Professor Laura B eard , in terim  
c h a ir  o f  th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  C la s ' 
s ica l and M o d ern  L angu ages and 
L ite r a tu r e s , sa id  s tu d e n ts  w ho 
s t i l l  w a n t th e  c h a n c e  to  study 
abroad  in  G erm a n y  w ill h av e  th e  
o p p ortu n ity , b u t th ey  w ill on ly  
be a b le  to  a tte n d  d uring sum m er 
sessions, instead  o f year-rou nd . It 
m ay be in  Q u e d lin b u rg , she said , 
or it  m ay b e in  d iffe re n t  c it ie s  
th ro u g h o u t G erm an y .

“W e ’ve d on e study abroad  in  
G e rm a n y  for m any  years b e fo re  
th e  c e n te r  in  Q u e d lin b u rg  was 
e s ta b lish e d ,” she said, “and it has 
b e e n  in  m any d iffe re n t lo c a tio n s  
o v e r  th e  y e a rs , d e p e n d in g  o n  
w hat th e  d ep a rtm e n t d e c id e s .”

B e a r d  sa id  s h e  w is h e s  th e  
study abroad  program  was m ore 
p o p u la r in  G e rm a n y , and  th a t  
G e rm a n  cla sse s  h a v e  b e e n  d e ­
c lin in g  around  th e  co u n try  c o m ­
pared to  langu ages lik e  S p a n ish  
and  F re n c h , for e x a m p le .

“S p a n ish  is our h ig h est e n ro ll­
m e n t  la n g u a g e  in  th e  d e p a r t ­
m e n t . I t  is v e ry  p o p u la r  h e re  
a t T T U  and  acro ss th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s ,” B eard  said . “T h e  c e n te r  
in  S e v il le  has b e e n  ab le  to  grow 
up w ards in  w ays th a t  th e  o n e  
in  Q u e d lin b u rg  has n o t . T h e r e  
h a v e  b e e n  ways to  grow  it and 
p u b lic iz e  r e c r u itm e n t , b u t th e  
d if fe re n t  e ffo rts  we h a v e  m ade 
h a v e  n o t  b e e n  as su cce ss fu l as 
we w ould h av e  lik ed  th em  to  b e .”

T h e  u n iv e rs ity  has n o  p lans 
to  o p e n  a n o th e r  in te r n a t io n a l  
cam p u s so far. B ea rd  sa id , b u t

sh e said T e c h  has alw ays b e e n  an  
a d v o ca te  for study abroad  and  if  
th e  o p p o rtu n ity  p resetited  its e lf  
th e  idea cou ld  be exp lo red .

M ic h a e l M e r r ill, a T e c h  grad ­
u ate  w ho was M c c la in ’s stu d en t 
a s s is ta n t  in  Q u e d lin b u r g  an d  
n o w  is th e  d ir e c to r  o f  s tu d ie s  
a t  a n  E n g lis h  sp e a k in g  s c h o o l  
in  L e ip z ig , G e rm a n y , sa id  th e  
p ro g ra m  p ro v id e d  a g r e a t  a t ­
m o s p h e re  a n d  w as s o m e th in g  
h e  w ould n o t h av e  b e e n  a b le  to  
e x p e r ie n c e  any w h ere e lse .

“ I c a n  h o n e s t ly  say  t h a t  I 
w ould n o t  be in  th e  p o s itio n  I 
am  in  tod ay  if  it w ere n o t  for my 
e x p e r ie n c e  and tim e  as a stu d en t 
a t  th e  c e n te r  in  Q u e d lin b u rg ,” 
M e r r il l  sa id , “and  th ro u g h  th e  
en o rm o u s h e lp  I re c e iv e d  from  
Dr. M ered ith  M c C la in  and ev ery ­
o n e  c o n n e c te d  to  th e  Q u e d lin -

burg P rogram  at T e c h .”
M c C la in , w ho has b e en  te a c h ­

ing for m ore th a n  3 5  years, also 
said  th e  p rogram  was an  e n r ic h ­
ing  p e rso n a l e x p e r ie n c e  an d  is 
th a n k fu l to  T e c h  for g iv in g  h e r 
t h e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  s h a r e  th e  
h is to rica l tow n w ith  stu d ents and 
o th e r  fa cu lty  m em b ers.

“ I tu r n  7 0  in  a c o u p le  o f  
m o n th s , so I d id n ’t n eed  to  be 
h e r e ,” sh e  sa id . “B u t it was an  
e x p e r im e n t a t th e  end  o f  a long 
ca re e r  o f  te a c h in g  and  th a t  was 
rea lly  w o rth  so m u ch  to  m e. I ’m 
very  g ra tefu l th a t  I was ab le  to  
c o n v in c e  p e o p le  to  le t  m e do 
th is . W e had  six  good years and 
w e’ll h av e  o n e  m ore sem ester for 
an y o n e  w ho w ants to  c o m e .” 

E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  I n t e r n a ­
t io n a l C e n te r  is closin g , M c C la in  
said  she co n sid ered  th e  program

PHOTO COURTESY OF MEREDITH MCCLAIN 
T E C H  ST U D Y  A BRO A D  students outside the Quedlinburg campus.

a su ccess to  ev ery o n e  in v o lv ed .
“I w as a im in g  fo r  us to  d o 

s o m e th in g  w orld  c la ss  and  we 
did it , and  I ’m  v ery  hap p y  a b o u t 
t h a t ,” sh e  sa id . “ I t  w as b ig g e r

su ccess  th a n  an y b od y  k now s e x ­
c e p t  fo r th e  s tu d e n ts  w ho ca m e 
h e re . I t ’s b e e n  a g rea t e x p e r ie n c e  
an d  I ’m ju s t  th r i l le d  w ith  th e  
^  co sbo rn@ dailyto re ador.co m

B e ll
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“W e ll  you  k n o w  L u b b o c k ’s 
g o t a lo t  o f  ta le n t . T h a t ’s w h at 
I fou n d  a m a z in g ,” h e  said . “I ’m 
n o t  a n a t iv e  h e re , b u t w h e n  I 
ca m e h e re  I ju s t  fou n d  it  am azing 
th a t  th e r e  was so m u ch  t a le n t .” 

B e ll  said  h e  and  th e  o p e n in g  
b a n d . C o ffe e  C re a m  and  E v e ry ­
th in g  B e tw e e n , h a d  re h e a rs e d  
tw ice  p rio r to  th e  show , w h ic h  
s tra in e d  h is  v o ic e .

F a m i l i a r  f a c e s .  B e l l  s a id ,  
m ade h im  fo rg et a b o u t how  tired  
an d  n e rv o u s h e  was an d  h e lp ed  
h im  g et th ro u g h  th e  show .

“T h e  e n erg y  (w as d if fe re n t)  
from  th e  m in u te  I w alked  o u t ,” 
h e  sa id . “ I c o u ld  se e , l ik e ,  so 
m an y  te e tK  th ro u g h  th e  e n tir e  
cro w d  so th a t ,  o f f  th e  b a t  was 
l ik e , ‘A h , okay. I ’m  h o m e .’” 

k ke tron @ d ailyto re ad or.com

Officials tally damage in 
southern Arizona blaze

PHOTO BY SCOTT MACWATTERSTThe Daily Toreador
B ELL C U R R EN T LY  IS working on his first album, which he expects to be complete this fall.

Syrian army cuts off lifeline to thousands
B O Y N U Y O G U N  R E F U G E E  

C A M P , T u rkey  (A P )  —  S y ria n  
troops com bing through restive vil­
lages near the Turkish border set 
fire to hom es and a bakery Sunday, 
cutting off a lifeline to thousands of 
uprooted people stranded in miser­
able open-air encam pm ents.

A ctivists said the military carried 
out mass arrests and threw up ch eck ­
points in the village of Bdama and

surrounding areas to block residents 
from fleeing across the frontier, as 
thousands o f others have done.

Turkey, whose leaders have de­
n o u n ced  th e  D am ascu s reg im e’s 
deadly crackdow n on dissent, began 
distributing food to those encamped 
on  the Syrian side o f the border, in 
the first such aid mission since the 
cam paign against anti-governm ent 
protesters turned into a refugee crisis

two weeks ago.
People from the Syrian side were 

co llecting  food at the border to take 
to the stranded fam ilies, the local 
Turkish governor’s office said.

W ith  th e  3 -m o n th -o ld  p ro ­
dem ocracy uprising raging on, the 
Syrian governm ent appeared desper­
ate to put an end to the embarrass­
ing stream o f refugees fleeing their 
h o m elan d . A c tiv is ts  said Sy rian

authorities at the border were mak­
ing it m ore difficult for people to 
reach Turkey.

A s h e  escaped to  th is area o f 
Turkey on Sunday, one refugee from 
Bdama, identifying him self only as 
Hassan, said he could hear gunfire 
as he fled.

“Soldiers have blocked roads and 
m any people are w alking through 
fields and m ountains,” he said.

PH O EN IX (A P) — Authorities 
in southern Arizona on M onday 
were going through neighborhoods 
to tally the damage from a wildfire 
that was pushed by fierce winds into 
a heavily-populated area, burning 
homes and businesses.

Officials say the fire came off a 
m ountain Sunday afternoon into 
the outskirts o f Sierra Vista and 
forced  about 3 ,0 0 0  residents o f 
1 ,700 homes to flee. T h e  evacua­
tions brought the total number to 
about 1 0 ,0 0 0  people from 4 ,3 0 0  
hom es forced out by the M onu­
m ent fire.

T h e  blaze began June 12 and 
had destroyed 4 4  hom es before 
Sunday.

A m ong the confirm ed  losses 
Sunday was a popular M ex ica n  
restaurant. Officials expected to get 
a confirmed count o f the losses by 
midday, said Carol Capas, a spokes­
wom an for the C o ch ise  C ounty 
Sh eriff’s Office.

“I ca n ’t speculate right now,” 
C apas said M onday. “W e really 
need to wait and see.”

M u ch lig h ter winds M onday 
were allow ing a ircra ft to again 
attack several fires in Arizona and 
New M exico. A ir crews had been 
grounded for most o f Sunday. Fire­
fighting efforts have been dogged 
for days by hot, windy weather.

Meanwhile, the massive W allow 
fire that has been burning in eastern 
Arizona for three weeks kept about 
200 residents o f Luna, N .M ., under 
an evacuation order for a third day.

O ne o f the last areas in Arizona 
still evacuated was reopening M on­
day. R esiden ts o f the picturesque 
resort town of G reer were being is­
sued passes to return home. Early in 
the day, G reer Fire ch ief Mark Wade 
was personally escorting the owners 
of 22 destroyed homes in first.

“T h e  fire ch ie f  really wants to 
handle them  with kid gloves, handle 
them  w ith dignity, and give them  
tim e to deal w ith it before the masses 
return to their hom es,” fire informa­
tion officer Larry Tunforss said.

Touring the W allow fire area on 
Saturday, Se n . Jo h n  M cC a in  said 
“there was substantial evidence” that 
some of the fires in southern Arizona 
may have beeri started by illegal im­
migrants and tighter border security 
would have prevented them .

O n Monday, his' office issued a 
clarification, saying he was not re­
ferring to the eastern Arizona blaze.

“T h e  facts are clear. For years, 
federal, state and local officials have 
stated  th a t sm ugglers and illegal 
immigrants have caused fires on our 
southern border,” said a statem ent 
from  Brooke Buchanan, M cC a in ’s 
comm unications director.
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New report shows early chaos at Japan nuke plant
TO K YO  (A P )— A  new report says 

Japan’s tsunami-ravaged nuclear plant 
was so unprepared for the disaster that 
workers had to bring protective gear 
and an emergency manual from distant 
buildings and borrow equipment from

a contractor.

T he report, released Saturday by 
plant operator Tokyo Electric Power 
Co., is based on interviews of workers 
and plant data. It portrays chaos amid 
the desperate and ultimately unsuc-
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cessful battle to protect the Fukushima 
Dai-ichi nuclear plant from meltdown, 
and shows that workers struggled with 
unfamiliar equipment and fear of radia­
tion exposure.

T h e  M arch 11 earthquake and 
tsunami destroyed the plant’s power 
and crucial cooling systems, causing 
three reactor cores to melt and causing 
several explosions.

T E P C O  has been criticized for 
dragging its feet on venting and sea 
water cooling —  the two crucial steps 
that experts say could have mitigated 
the damage. Company officials have 
said the tsunami created obstacles 
that were impossible to anticipate. A n 
investigation by an independent panel 
is pending.

T h e report revealed insufficient 
preparations at the plant that TEPC O  
hadn’t previously acknowledged. It said 
plant workers had a disaster drill just a 
week before the tsunami and “everyone 
was familiar with emergency exits,” but 
it apparently did not help them cope 
with the crisis.

W hen the U nit 1 reactor lost cool­
ing functions two hours after the quake, 
workers tried to pump in fresh water 
through a fire pump, but it was broken.

A  fire engine at the plant couldn’t 
reach the unit because the tsunami 
left a huge tank blocking the driveway. 
Workers destroyed a power-operated 
gate to bring in the engine that ar­
rived at the unit hours later. It was 
early morning when they finally started 
pumping water into the reactor —  but 
the core had already melted by then.

They eventually ran out of fresh 
water and had to switch to sea water, 
which meant scrapping the reactor.

O ther workers were tasked with 
releasing pressure from Unit I ’s contain­
ment vessel to avoid an explosion. But 
first they had to get the manual, which 
was not in the control room but in a 
separate office building at the plant. 
Aftershocks struck as they retrieved it.

To activate an air-operated part 
of the vent, workers had to borrow 
a compressor from a contractor. And 
the workers who had to get close to 
the unit for the venting had to get 
protective gear from the offsite crisis 
management center, 5 kilometers (3 
miles) away from the plant.

http://WWW.DAILYTOREADOR.COM
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http://www.dailytoreador.com
http://www.mcdougalproperties.com
http://www.dcip


Pa g e  3
TUESDAY, Ju n e  21, 2011

^Green Lantern’ serves as major disappointment
DC films have been lagging behind 

Marvel in bringing their secondary heroes 
to the big screen.

While Marvel has aggressively built 
franchises in Spiderman, X-Men, Captain 
America, Iron Man, and now, the upcom­
ing Avengers film, EX  ̂ has shown little 
inclination to attempt any new install­
ments, other than their big two: Batman 
and Supemian.

The “Green Lantern” film adaptation 
has been floating around DC studios for 
the past decade; at one point they even 
considered making it a screwball comedy 
starring jack Black.

However, the big budget film adaption 
has finally hit the big screen and the result

is disappointing.
The story begins _  _

with a big overtone I V 1  
narration describ­

ing how the Green W a re
Lanterns have been 
keeping watch over 
the galaxy for mil­
lenniums, and how 
long ago, they de­
feated the great enemy called Parallax.

After this overdone narration, we soon 
see Parallax escaping prison to once again 
try to take over the universe, and seek 
revenge on those who locked him away.

The audience is then introduced to 
Hal Jordan (Ryan Reynolds), a hotshot

pilot who puts ego 
above logic. A  day 
after being put un­
der investigation 
for “accidently” de­
stroying an expen­
sive fighter plane 
during a simulation, 
Hal makes an un­
likely discovery— a

dying, purple alien.
The alien then explains to Hal that 

the ring chose him and after putting on the 
ring and pledging allegiance to the lantern 
he will unlock its power. After doing so, he 
is then transported to another world where 
he learns that he is now a member of the

Green Lantern Corps, and must train in 
order to defeat Parallax and a new threat 
On Earth, Sinestro (Mark Strong).

The screenplay fpr the film seems as if 
it had been assembled by picking plot ele­
ments from the superhero cliché grab bag.

It doesn’t help that the cringe-induc­
ing dialogue drags the films down even 
during the major action scenes, as it tries to 
induce a big comedic element, but there’s 
a problem: it’s not funny.

The film wants to be like “Iron Man,” 
the audience can tell this with the way 
the film handles its main character, trying 
to make him Tony Stark. However, he’s 
neither of these things, and at a certain 
point, it becomes embarrassing that the

film is forcing these pathetic attempts 
at comedy and arrogance into a bland 
character.

All of these things would be forgiv­
able if the film still contained either great 
visuals or action scenes, but it has neither.

The visuals are an extremely mixed 
bag. The visuals and scenery in space 
are great. On Earth, not so much. U n­
fortunately for the film, it takes place 
predominately on Earth.

As for the action scenes, they are 
hland and uninspiring. They seem forced, 
overproduced and don’t produce any awe 
inspiring or memorable moments.

A t times, the film feels more like a 
parody than a serious origin story. The film

plays with superhero clichés that would 
have been considered dull in the ‘80s, 
and showcases them to the audience as a 
serious storytelling technique.

Overall, “Green Lantern” is a massive 
disappointment.

Erom the bad script, non-impressive 
visuals and bad action scenes, the film 
manages to not only fail at telling an 
origin story, but at making an entertaining 
film as well.

So, while Marvel has built two fran­
chises this summer with great potential 
(X-Men, Thor), DC has failed to build 
just one.
■ Ware is The DTs entertain­
ment reviewer.

Miss U SA crowned
LA S V EG A S (A P) —  America’s 

latest Miss U SA  winner is a California 
model and self-described history geek, 
obsessed with Britain’s monarchy of cen­
turies past but also a fan of “Star Wars.”

Alyssa Campanella of Los Angeles 
says on Twitter that she was born in 
the wrong time period and played the 
popular pig-exploding game Angry Birds 
backstage on her iPad before the pageant 
Sunday night.

She hopes to keep modeling after her 
run as Miss U SA  is finished, depending 
on how she does representing the country 
at Miss Universe in September in Brazil.

T he celebrity she’d most like to 
meet, now that she’s one herself? Pastry 
chef Buddy Valastro of TLC  reality show 
Cake Boss.

“I love to bake cakes, and he’s an Ital­
ian, and he acts like I do in the kitchen,” 
the 21 -year-old said after beating 50 other 
hopefuls in Miss USA’s 60th pageant at 
the Planet Hollywood Resort &  Casino 
on the Las Vegas Strip.

“Right now. I’m still kind of like —  
whoa,” Campanella said.

She strutted across the stage in a 
blue bikini with white polka dots, then 
donned a dark turquoise Sherri Hill 
evening gown with beading on its top. 
After making the final four, she answered 
a question about, legalizing marijuana 
by saying she didn’t think it should be 
fully legalized as a solution to help ailing 
economies.

She also professed a love for history 
after E! News anchor Giuliana Rancic 
asked her about it during the pageant.

“I’m obsessed with the Stuart and 
Tudor era,” Campanella said. “Whenever 
I go to Barnes &. Noble I’m always in the 
history section and that is where you will 
find me.”

“I w atch ‘G am e of T h ro n e s,’ I

watched ‘Camelot’ —  I know those are 
fantasy but I also watch the Tudors, so I’m 
a huge history geek,” she said.

She said she grew up watching “Star 
Wars.”

Campanella said during a news con­
ference after the pageant that the win 
validated her decision to quickly move 
to Los Angeles from New Jersey after 
losing an apartment more than a year ago.

“The downs happen for a reason,” she 
said. “The path that I’m on now is the 
path that’s been meant to be.”

Campanella, a former Miss Teen 
U SA  runner-up from 2007, when she 
represented New Jersey, said she has been 
competing in pageants since she was 15 
because of her mom.

“I was going through a tough time in 
high school and she thought it’d be a great 
way for me to meet other girls throughout 
the state,” she said. “It’s Mom’s fault.”

Originally from Manalapan, N .J., 
Campanella began modeling at age 16, 
graduated from high school a year early 
and received a scholarship to the New 
York Conservatory for Dramatic Arts, 
according to her personal website.

Campanella said she thought the 
marijuana question posed to her from 
“Real Housewives of New Jersey” house­
wife Caroline Manzo was fair, given that 
she represents California.

“Well, I understand why that ques­
tion would be asked, especially with 
today’s economy, but I also understand 
that medical marijuana is very important 
to help those who need it medically,” she 
said during the pageant.

“I’m not sure if it should be legalized, 
if it would really affect, with the drug 
war,” she said. “I mean, it’s abused today, 
unfortunately, so that’s the only reason 
why I would kind of be a little bit against 
it, but medically it’s OK.”

Given another chance, 
M cllroy gets his major

BETHESDA, Md. (AP) —  Rory 
Mcllroy never wished for a do-over —  
only a second chance.

W hen he got it, he grabbed on and 
didn’t let go.

He went from learning lessons at 
the Masters to teaching them at the 
U .S. Open, from absorbing a heart­
breaking loss in Augusta to adminis­
tering a record-.setting beating near 
Washington.

He did it with precision on the 
golf course and tenderness during the 
victory celebration, grabbing his dad 
by the neck for a big hug, then telling 
him “This one’s for you,” as he accepted 
his first major-championship trophy.

He won with a performance that 
goes down as one of the best in the 
history of the sport —  a wire-to-wire 
stranglehold that spilled fresh ink all 
over the U.S. Open record book and 
tears in his home of Northern Ireland.

“There’s a lot of joy,” Mcllroy said, 
“and especially with this victory, there’s 
quite a bit of relief, as well.”

Mcllroy shot 2-under 69 on Sun­
day to finish his four-day U .S. Open 
golf clinic and set aside the pain of 
his Masters meltdown for good. His 
overall score of 16-under 268 shattered 
the U.S. Open record —  held by Jack 
Nicklaus, Tiger Woods and two others 
—  by four strokes.

Jason Day’s second-place score of 
8 under tied for the third-best score in 
relation to par in U.S. Open history. But 
Day, like everyone else, knew how this 
one was going to turn out.

“I’m not going to go home and cry 
because I got whooped,” Day said. “But

Rory, you can’t beat a guy that’s gone out 
.  and played as well as he has this week.”

The two greatest players in the game 
knew what they had seen. Tiger Woods 
said, “W hat a performance from’start to 
finish.” Nicklaus, who had been mentor­
ing Mcllroy over the past several months, 
was equally impressed.

“We are all aware that he has been 
there before, but he showed that he 
learned from his mistakes, and he showed 
that he knew how to play the last two 
days with a big lead,” Nicklaus said. “Not 
only did Rory know how to play with a 
big lead, he played it confidently, played 
it smartly, and he never put himself in 
position to be in trouble.”

Though it’s only been two months, 
Mcllroy has come a long way since he 
blew his four-shot lead and shot 80 on the 
last day at the Masters. A  conversation 
with his father, Gerry, shortly after that 
collapse told the father everything he 
needed to know about his son.

“I said, Rory, are you O K, son?’ 
Because you always fear for your kids,” 
Gerry' Mcllroy said. '“And he says, ‘Dad, 
um, I have no problem with it at all. I hit 
a few bad shots. And if you play golf, then 
you’ll understand that.’”

The hole that best defined how far 
Mcllroy has come was No. 10, which is 
where his meltdown began at Augusta 
with a tee shot that strayed so far left, 
nobody could remember seeing a ball 
there before.

The 10th at Congressional is a 214- 
yard, downhill par 3 over water that had 
been frightening the players since the 
beginning of the week. Mcllroy spun the 
ball to 2 inches.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Pained 

expression 
.6 City in Peru or 

Ohio
10 Disallow
14 Standard of 

excellence
15 Satan’s doing
16 They can take a  

yoke
1 7  _dish: lab item
18 Direction 

indicator
19 Legends and 

such
20 Cassandra’s gift, 

for short
21 Honky-tonk 

owner’s income?
24 Byways
26 Sampled
27 Dress (in)
29 Rumple, as hair
31 47-Across handle
32 Numbers for 

Noah
34 Early anesthetic
39 Pierre’s 

significant other
40 Cut off
42 Govern
43 Take a  mulligan 

in golf, say
45 Workshop gadget
46 Altai Mountains’ 

continent
47  Fencing weapon
49 Political

commentator
Maddow

51 Spiral-shelled 
mollusks

55 Capital between 
Eugene and 
Portland

56 Actor’s income?
59 Org. that advises

the president in 
financial planning

62 “W e try harder” 
sloganeer

63 Praise
64 “Rubber Duckie” 

singer
66 Consider
67 Marseilles miss: 

Abbr.
68 Oscar winner 

Witherspoon
69 Ultimatum ender
70 Fortuneteller

By Norma Steinberg
71 Watch - 

surreptitiously

DOWN
1 Use a  dust rag on
2  Bad day for 

Caesar
3 Trawler’s 

income?
4  Wheels, so to 

speak
5 Hebrew prophet 

mentioned during 
55-Downs

6  Casual brand
7  Tennis great Lendl
8 Condition like 

new
9 Warns

10 Electrical units
11 Remove from text
1 2  ___________ Haute, Indiana
13 Vl/ithout stopping
22 “Golden Boy” 

playwright Clifford
23 Comfort
25 Aquatic frolicker
27 Sear
28 Hobbling
29 Film
30 Functions
33 “__Only Just

Begun”: 
Carpenters hit

6/21/11
Friday’s Puzzle Solved

Smidgen
Librarian’s
income?
“N ighf author 
Wiesel 
Tangible 
Aired again 
Cry from the litter 
Biblicai poems 
written partly by 
King David 
Changes 
Gardening tool

52 Bellybu
53 Sign of spnngv
54 “W ho’s there?” 

reply
55 Passover meal
57 Clinton’s alma 

mater
58 Stubborn animal
60 Sushi bar soup
61 “How’ve you_? ”

65 Salesperson, 
briefly

Ombuds Oflfice
A safe place to bring concerns and 
find solutions.

Ombuds Office located in the 
SUB east basement Suite 024.

SUB Suite 024 East Basement 806*742*SAFE

Placing Your Ad

Line Ad Rates
15 words or less 
$5.00 per day

Bold Headline
500 extra 

(max. one line)

Classifications Terms & Conditions
Help Wanted 
Furnished Rentals

Typing
Tutors

Unfurnished Rentals For Sale
Tickets for Sale 
Miscellaneous 
Lost & Found 
Clothing/Jewelry

Services
Roommates
Travel
Legal Notice

There is a 15-word mini­
mum on all classified ads. 
The first 2 words (max. 
one line) are bold and cap­
italized. All ads will ap­
pear on dailytoreador.net 
at no additional charge.

Please check your ad care­
fully on the first day of 
publication and notify 
The Daily Toreador of 
any errors. We are only 
responsible for the first 
day’s incorrect insertion.

Deadlines
Classified Line Ads:
Placed and paid for by 11 a.m. one 
day in advance.
Classified Display Ads:
4 p.m. three days in advance. 
Please call for rates for display 
advertising.

Payments

All classifieds ads must be prepaid 
prior to publication by credit card, 
cash or personal check.
Checks should be made payable to 
THe Daily Toreador.

w w w .d a ily to read o r.co m
For the fastest and easiest service, place and pay for 
your ad online! Click on the “Classifieds” link on our 
Web site to get started!

E-m ail: dawn.zuerkeri®ttu.edu 
Remember to include a contact number!

Phone: 8 0 6 .7 4 2 3 3 8 4
Call us to place your ad by credit card.

F ax: 806 .742 .2434
Call and confirm pricing and payment.

TYPING
2002 JOHN Deere 4510, 4WD, 40 HP, lots of at­
tachments available, asking $4400 email me for de­
tails bubb36jc@msn.com / 254-523-0841

HaPWAMTED HELP WANTED UNFURNISHED UNFURNISHED UNFURNISHED

TUTORS
GUITAR LESSONS

All styles/levels by internationally acclaimed gui­
tarist. Study with the BestI 806-747-6108. 
WWW.SUSANGRISANTI.COM.

HELP WANTED
ACCOUNTING INTERN needed immediately. Re­
sponsible for accounts receivable. $10/hour. Entry 
level, begininning accounting class or experience 
preferred, cbigham@chhsi.com

ASSISTANT MANAGER/CUSTOMER Representa- 
tive is urgently wanted by our organization. We 
need a person with good technical know-how. Must 
possess computer skills. We will pay $2650/month. 
We are a growing service company in need of very 
dedicated and responsible individuals to be part of 
our team. Please send your resume lo jn17033@g- 
mail.com if interested.

BABYSITTER NEEDED for fall. 2 days/week (you 
picki). 9-5. Price negotiable 2 infant girls (easy, 
sweet babies). Need sitter in my home. Please call 
for interview. Character references required. 806- 
632-7817

BEST COLLEGE JOB EVER!
Apply online www.GETASUPERTAN.com or 4 loca­
tions: 82nd & Slide, 4th & Slide, 82nd & lola and 
82nd & University.

GYMNASTICS COACH 
WANTED

Texas Elite Gymnastics Academy (TEGA) has 
immediate openings for a full-time, part-time, and 
temporary gymnastics coach for its girls competi­
tive team. Interested candidates please call the 
gym at 806-866-9765, email jdowtega@gmail.com, 
or apply in person at 7621 82nd Street.

LITTLE GUYS MCVERS seeking fuli/part time em- 
ployees. 4711 W. Loop 289. Apply in person.

PART TIME helper wanted sanding and refinishing 
hardwood floors, call jess—787-2613

PROGRAMMER NEEDED
We are in need for someone able to program an 
HTML5 website. Pay is $200+ 1x1(832)633-0027

RECEPTICNIST NEEDED:
M-F 4:00pm-6:30pm w/ occasional
Saturdays 9:00am-5:00pm. Please e-mail resume
to maureen@scoggindickey.com

ROUTE DRIVER
Plains Presort. Services, Ltd. needs a part time 
Route Driver. Hours are 1:00 pm to 6:30 pm Mon­
day - Friday. Fast pace enviornment must be able 
to lift up to 30 pounds and pay attention to detail. 
Apply in person at 1418 Crickets Ave.

STUDENT WANTED to answer phone for local 
company every other weekend and part-time 
evening hours during week. Flexible schedule, will 
coordinate your school schedule with our work 
schedule. $7.25/hr. No selling required. Must live in 
Lubbock year-round. 765-0188 or 745-7077.

SWIM INSTRUCTOR & LIFE­
GUARD WANTED

TEGA Kids Superplex has immediate openings for 
a part-time certified swim instructor and lifeguard. 
Interested candidates please call the gym at 806- 
866-9765, email drtega@gmail.com , or apply in 
person at 7621 82nd Street.

THE LANTERN TAVERN
& THE GAS LIGHT - Experienced wait staff and 
part-time cook needed. Apply in person at 3502 
Slide Road or call 785-2280 for more information

FURNISHED
1 PERSCN only. All bills paid. $475 very nice effi­
ciency. Lawn kept. Polished oak floors. No pets. 
2301-18th. 806-765-7182.

ULOFTS APARTMENTS
Now Leasing! 2 Bedroom Apartments starting at 
$650/person. (877)691-7561. www.ULoftsApart- 
ments.com

ULOFTS APARTMENTS
Now Leasing! Call for our FREE RENT specials! 
(877)691-7561. www.ULoftsApartments.com

UNFURNISHED
1 BEDRCCM duplex. Washer and dryer included. 
Polished oak.' Manicured yard kept. Probably the 
nicest you will find. $475, 2205-A 18th. No pets. 
806-765-7182

1 BEDRCCM effeciency near tech.
$450/month with $300 deposit. 2406 22nd Place 
806-535-8726

2,3,4 BEDRCCM houses. Walking distance to cam- 
pus. Available June 1 & Aug 1. No large dogs.- 
Sheri Gallo Realtors. 512-502-0100. SheriGal- 
lo@Austin.RR.com

2BR-1BATH HCUSE FCR RENT, ICAR GARAGE,- 
<5 MINUTES FRCM TTU,GREAT NEIGHBCR- 
HCCD,CALL 806-438-6403

3 BEDRCCM i  bath house near Tech. 
$1050/month $500 deposit. 2407 22nd 806-535- 
8726

4 BEDROOMS 2 BATH
$1200/month. 4310 Chicago Ave, 806-790-9902.

4 BEDRCCMS, 4 bathrooms, 3 car garage, cable, 
Internet & lawn care. Available immediately $1600. 
806-416-2128.

AVAILABLE NCW!
3/2/2. Large Bedrooms/Closets. Close to Tech. 
6312 15th Street. 1100/month +deposit. 214-543- 
8545. ■

AVAILABLE NOW
2 Bedroom Home. Tech Terrace, 1 bath, 3 blocks 
off campus near 22nd & Boston. $799/month. 
Small pet considered. Available now. Come by 
4211 34th or 795-2011.

BACKYARD APARTMENT near Tech. Clean, 
quiet, and reasonable. No pets, no children. 741- 
1800.

EFFICENCY NEAR Tech. Private yard. 
$295/monlh plus electric. Available August. 806- 
535-1905

FCR RENT: 3/2/1 with 2 living areas @ 2605 43rd 
Street. All appliances including a washer and 
dryer, central AC/H, with an alarm system, 
$1040/month, $500/deposit 806-798-3716

GARAGES WITH 2 ,3  AND 4
bedroom homes. Private baths, fenced yards, pets 
ok. Free cable and Internet. Cnsite management 
and maintenance. Lynnwoodtownhomes.com 785- 
7772,

IDEAL FOR TECH
2 bedroom home (can be a 3 bedroom). 1 bath. 
$699/month. Lovely decor. Large private yard. 
Quiet neighborhood. Near 39th and Slide. Small 
pet considred. See Ann at 4211 34th 795-2011.

LARGE 3 BEDROOM
3/2 newly remodeled. Washer/dryer included. 3 
blocks from Tech. 806-789-6001.

LARGE 3 BEDROOM
3/2 newly remodeled. Washer/dryer included. 3 
blocks from Tech. 806-789-6001.

MOVE IN TODAY
Nifty clean efficient 1 bedroom 1 bath. Near 25th 
and University 9 blocks off campus'. Private parking 
for 1 car. $325/month. Appliances. Fenced yard. 
Small pet considered with pet fee. See Ann at 
4211 34th 795-2011,

MOVING TO LUBBOCK?
We have some wonderful 1 , 2 , 3  bedroom homes 
with nice appliances, hardwood floors and lovely 
yards. We are showing our homes every afternoon 
call of for info. Quiet residential areas! Come by 
our office at 4211-34th, 1-5pm, M-Sat. See Ann or 
BJ. 795-2011.

NEWLY REMQDELED. Three bedroom houses. 
Convenient to Tech. 771-1890. lubbocklease- 
homes.com.

QNE BEDRCCM apartment near Tech. Private 
yard, $395/month, water paid. Available now. 806- 
535-1905.

RENT HQUSES now available. 3 and 2 bedroom 
houses. See descriptions and photos at www.toad- 
stoolproperties.com or call 796-0774.

ULOFTS APARTMENTS
Now Leasing! Call for our FREE RENT specials! 
(877)691-7561. www.ULoftsApartments.com

ULOFTS APARTMENTS
Now Leasing! 2 Bedroom Apartments starting at 
$650/person. (877)691-7561. www.ULoftsApart- 
ments.com

FOR SALE
BEST LAY IN TOWN

Mattress, Furniture. Huge discounts. 5127 34th 
Street (34th & Slide). 785-7253.

MISCELLANEOUS
AFFORDABLE MOVING

Quick, easy professional moving. Reasonable 
prices. Local or long distance. Boxes, supplies, pa­
per, etc. Free estimate on the phone. 4211 34th. 
Call 799-4033.

ALLAMERICANSTORAGE.COM
Rates $10 and up. Free truck. 24/7 Rental station. 
■Clean. 5839-49th 792-6464

EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.
Free chicken fried steak included. Only $26.95. 
Cell 781-2931. More Information www.Lubbock- 
Class.com.

ROOMMATES ~
MOVE-IN MONTH FREE-

Roommates needed, 1800 square feet, 14th & lola- 
(Cul-De-Sac) $350/Month plus utilities, July 1st 
432-438-0784.

ROOMMATE NEEDED
3/2/1 house near 30th & Milwaukee. $425/month, 
bills shared 3 ways. Available ASAP Call 806-283- 
1275.

http://www.dailytoreador.com
mailto:bubb36jc@msn.com
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mailto:drtega@gmail.com
http://www.ULoftsApart-ments.com
http://www.ULoftsApart-ments.com
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http://www.ULoftsApart-ments.com
http://www.ULoftsApart-ments.com
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The Voice’ not just about the voice
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, Puzzles by PageFiller

In Sudoku, all the 
numbers 1 to 9 must 

be in every row, 
column and 3 X 3 box. Use 
logic to define the answers.

Qmbuds OflRce

1i9 8 3 4 7 5 6 2
6 4 7 1 2 5 3 9 8
2 5 3 9 8 6 7 4 1
4 2 5 7 3 1 9 8 6
3 8 6 5 9 2 1 7 4
9 7 1 8 6 4 2 5 38 1 2 4 5 9 6 3 7
7 3 9 6 1 8 4 2 5
5 6 4 2 7 3 8 1 9

Solution to yesterday’s puzzle

A safe place to bring concerns and 
find solutions.

Ombuds Office located in the 
SUB east basement Suite 024.

SUB Suite 024 East Basement 806*742*SAFE

Wi t h  “ A m e r i c a n  
I d o l ” s lo w ly  o n  
th e  d e c lin e , a new  

sin g in g  c o m p e titio n  has em erged  
o n to  th e  re a lity  T V  s c e n e .

“T h e  V o ic e ” h a s tr ie d  to  g iv e  
new  m e a n in g  to  th e  m u sic  in ­
dustry by p ro c la im in g  a ta le n te d  
s in g e r  s h o u ld  b e  r e c o g n iz e d  
p u rely  fo r  th e ir  v o ic e  an d  n o t  
th e ir  a c t . D e s c r ib e d  as a “v o c a l 
c o m p e t i t i o n ” o n  its  w e b s ite ,  
“T h e  V o ic e ” h as b e c o m e  m u ch  
m ore th a n  th a t .

W h a t  tru ly  se ts  “T h e  V o ic e ” 
a p a rt fro m  sh ow s lik e  i t ,  su ch  
as “A m e r ic a n  Id o l” o r “M a k in g  
T h e  B a n d ” is th a t  th e  first rou nd  
o f  a u d itio n s  is c o m p le te ly  b lin d .

T h e  ju d g e s  d e c id e  w h e th e r  
th e y  w a n t th e  s in g er to  m ov e o n  
and b e o n  th e ir  te a m  based  so le ly  
o n  th e ir  m u sica l p ip es, and  n o t  
w h at th e y  lo o k  lik e  or w h at sob

Paige
Skinner

story  th e y  h a v e  
to  te ll .

W h e n  a n y  
o f  t h e  ju d g e s  
tu r n  t h e i r  r o ­
t a t i n g  c h a i r  
a r o u n d  t o  f i ­
n a l l y  s e e  t h e  
s i n g e r ,  m o r e  
o f te n  th a n  n o t  
t h e i r  p h y s ic a l
a p p e a ra n ce  is n o t  w h a t th e y  had  
in  m in d .

Ju d ges and  m en to rs  C h r is t in a  
A g u ile ra , C e e  L o  G r e e n , A d a m  
L e v in e  an d  B la k e  S h e l to n  c o n ­
su lt th e ir  te a m  m em b ers ev ery  
w eek  and  ad v ise  th e m  o n  w h at 
so n g  to  c h o o s e  and  w h a t th e ir  
p e r fo rm a n c e  sh ou ld  lo o k  lik e .

B u t, in  th e  r e c e n t  liv e  show s, 
it h a s  b e e n  m ade a p p a re n t th a t  
i t ’s n o t  ju s t  a b o u t th e  c o n t e s ­
t a n t ’s v o ic e  a n y m o re . D a n ce rs ,

c o s t u m e s  a n d  
o th e r  g im m ick s 
h a v e  b e e n  ad d ­
e d , o f t e n  t a k ­
in g  aw ay fro m  
w h a t g o t th e m  
n o t ic e d  in  th e  
f i r s t  p l a c e :  
t h e i r  v o c a l  
ch o rd s .

M y  q u e s - 
t io n , how ever,, is w h e n  w ill we 
s e e  t h e  d ay  t h a t  th e s e  m u sic  
c o m p e t i t io n  sh ow s are  o n  th e  
ra d io , in s te a d  o f  th e  T V ?

S u p e r s ta r s  l ik e  L a d y  G a g a  
and  K a ty  P erry  h a v e  u lt im a te ly  
b e c o m e  h o u s e h o ld  n a m e s  b e ­
c a u se  o f  t h e ir  g e t-u p  a n d  th e  
p e rfo rm a n ce s  th e y  p u t o n . I do 
n o t  d o u b t th e y  c a n  sin g  w ith  th e  
b est o f  th e m , b u t in  th e  en d , w ho 
co m e s o u t o n  top ?

L ady G a g a  and  h e r  m e a t c o s ­

tu m e o r  A d e le  and  h e r  s im p le  
stag e  p re se n c e  o f  s in g in g  b e h in d  
a m ic  s tan d ?

W e  h a v e  b e c o m e  so a c c u s ­
to m e d  to  a t t e n t i o n  g r a b b in g  
co stu m e s, ly rics and  stag e lig h ts , 
th a t  w h en  a sh ow  w ith  a b lin d  
a u d itio n  co m e s aro u n d , we stop  
and  ta k e  n o t ic e .

A s  far as I c a n  se e , I th in k  
th e re  w ill b e  p le n ty  m ore Lady 
G a g a s  a n d , as b u y e rs , w e w ill 
c o n t in u e  to  bu y  o v e r - th e - t o p  
m u sic  an d  a t te n d  o v e r - th e -to p  
c o n c e r ts .

W e w ill a lm o st alw ays ch o o s e  
a n  e a s y -o n -th e -e y e s  s in g e r  w ith  
flash y  p e r fo rm a n ce  te c h n iq u e s . 
Ju s t  go lo o k  a t you r iT u n e s top  
10  songs.

■ Skinner is a junior pubiic 
relations major from Garland 

paige.skinner@ttu.edu

Can comedy be a good source of news?
BY PATRICK FRANCOM

The Daily Universe, {Brigham Young U.)

O n election night 2008, television 
news outlets were buzzing with polls and 
predictions, graphs and gossip. CNN, 
M SN BC  and FO X news were all on 
the story —  but millions tuned in to 
“The Daily Show” with Jon Stewart on 
Comedy Central instead.

“The Daily Show” and “The C ol­
bert Report,” both political humor T V  
programs, have the most late-night 
cable viewers, according to a news 
release on Comedy Central’s website. 
Their viewers are people all across the 
political spectrum and include many 
BYU  students. There are more and 
more indicators that comedy shows 
are becoming the main news source for 
young adults.
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Jonathan Morris, associate profes­
sor of political science at East Carolina 
University and author of “Laughing 
Matters: Humor and American Politics 
in the Media Age,” said the main goal 
of these shows is to present news in an 
entertaining and humorous way, though 
it may be biased.

“It’s a biased perspective,” Morris 
said. “They are going to paint the right 
and Republicans in not a very positive 
light.”

He said despite the portrayed bias, 
most viewers of “The Daily Show” and 
“T he Colbert Report” are politically 
informed and are watching to get more 
information. However, he said among 
the young adults who watch the shows, 
some use them as a main source of news.

“[With] young adults under the age 
of 30, about 25 percent use Colbert or 
Jon Stewart as a primary source of news,” 
Morris said, “not necessarily their only

news, but the source that they rely on 
most.”

Morris conducted a survey during 
the 2008 election where he asked young 
adults which journalists they trusted 
the most.

The two names listed with the most 
frequency were Jon Stewart and Stephen 
Colbert. He said young people are drawn 
to this type of news because it is on late 
at night, they want to be entertained and 
they tend to lean more politically left.

Morris said trusting one of these 
programs to be a primary news source 
could give a skewed view of the world, 
even to the point that viewers think the 
government is frill of hacks, criminals 
and incompetent people. He said these 
types of viewers could be turned off 
and decide to not become involved in 
politics at all.

In contrast, he said political humor 
T V  shows could spark interest in the

political world and become a gateway 
to political activism.

John Weaver, a junior psychology 
major from Salem, said he has been af­
fected by “The Daily Show” and “The 
Colbert Report.”

“1 can definitely see how it’s effected 
my political views,” Weaver said. “I’ve 
definitely used their same arguments 
when I try to make a point politically.”

Weaver said after watching some of 
the featured guests, he has researched 
and discussed the topics with others.

Morris said “The Daily Show” and 
“T he Colbert Report” could also in­
crease awareness of issues among those 
who do not watch the news at all.

“A  lot of young adults that learn 
things from these political humor shows 
would not seek out the news otherwise,” 
Morris said. “[They] go with the intent 
to be entertained but actually learn 
something.”
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