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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

B Midland County rig count is 51, m lost three rigs. Of note, Reagan County (11); and Upton (11)
an increase of | | jumped by six ngs to 20 Ratlroad C ommussion [Distnct R saw hive

Read Week in Ol Reeves, in the heart of the Delaware ngs wdied, leaving 270. For other areas with
aA Basin, led all counties with 63 ngs, up one activity in the Perrman, Distnct 78 held at
By Trevor Hawes Page Midland County, in the Midiand Basin two, District 7C rose by three to 35, Distnict
thawes(a mrt com added one ng for a total of 5 KA bumped one mgher 10 20 and New
he nation's most active basin recorded Other counties with double-dagit ng Mexico fell by two to 70
I'he Permuan Basin shpped back below 197 ngs, down three, according to data from  counts were Lea, New Mexico (19); Eddy 'he Perrmian Basin had 25X ngs a year

400 ngs after reaching that mark a week ago  Haker Hughes. The largest losses came in New Mexaco (30), Martin (25), Howard
for the first time in nearly three years Crlasscock and Upton countes, which each (21 Glasscock (13); Culberson (12). Pecos Please see RIG/4A

Midland ISD

to be part
of local

program pilot

From siafl reports

= = = =

Mudland ISD will be one of 20 school dis
incts/charter systems that will participate i a
priot 1o develop its own local academic account
ability system, according o Texas Educaton
Agency ( ommussioner Mike Morath

The TEA wall oversee a small-scale priot
program i the 2017 - 18 academic year, accord
ng 10 a press release. Fstablished by House Bill
20 and passed dunng the 85th Texas Legislature
carher thes year, the local accountabality system
program altlows an independent school distnct or
public school charter o develop plans to evalu
ale s campuses

Please see MISD 4 A

UT regents
allocate $9 million
for UTPB

From staff reports

he Umiversity of Texas System Board of
Regents on Fnday afternoon approved the al
location of §9 milhon over the next three years

for the University of Texas of the Permian
Rasin

The funds will be generated through the U
System Internal Lending Program designed 10
launch online degree programs, according 1o a
press release from the Odessa school

Following a detailed analysis of operations
and management, UTPB President Sandra de
veloped a three-year plan to shore up deficien
cres and 1o make investments for the univer-
sity's future. The plan will include investments
mn the following

@ strategic enrolbment management system.
Members of the Lee High School orchestra perform holiday tunes Friday at First Capital Bank of Texas, © SUSIREIS prosess 19-SRgmsering.

310 W Wall St Please see UTPBMA
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Texas among last states to OK medical marijuana

By Paul J. Weber
and Claudiz Lauver

{ssociated Press

MANCHACA When
( ahforma nngs in the
new year with the sale of
recreational pot for the first
nme, Texas will be tiptoe
mg into 1ts OWn manjuana
milestone a medical can
nabis program so restri
hive that doubts swirl over
who will even use

Texas 1s the last big state
o allow some form ol
medical manjuana, alben
an ol extract so low n the
psychoactive component,
THC, that it couldn 't get
a person high. Though
it rMaght seem that Texas
policymakers have sof
ened their attitude toward
the drug, bnnging them
more mn line with the « S
population as a whole, they
have not. A joamt could snll
land you n jail in Texas,
and the state s embrace of
medical manjuana comes
with a heavy dose of cau
T

Among the concern
are the hcense fees to
grow manjuana n fexas

which are the high
est inthe U S at nearhy
LS00 DO and that the
program 15 rolling out with
just erght participating
doctors in a state of 27 il
hon people And, ke other
states. access 1s Iimited o
a small pool of patients
who have been diagnosed
with intractable epriepsy
and tned at least two other
treatments first

1t's heartbreaking Be
ing able 1o say, ‘Yes, you
can get it,” but reading over
the whole law there 1s stull
some things we have 1o
jump over, said Cnstina
(Mlervidez, 11, who hves
near the Texas-Mexico
border and 15 three hours
from the closest participat
ng doctor. Her 7-year-old
daughter, Lailah, has a type
of eprlepsy called Lennox

BEAUMONT
3 sentenced in Texas

alligator snapping
turties sales case

Two men have been sen
tenced to federal prison in
a scheme 1o catch alhgator

turthes i Texas

mont say Travis Leger of
Sulphur, Loumsana, was
sentenced Friday to 21
months His half brother,
Jason Leckeht of Wilburton,
Oklahoma, was sentenced
o |16 months

Both men, plus Rickey
Paul Simon of Sulphur,
| oursiana, earhier pleaded
T.-ltylnmm
illegally traffic the turtles
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Eric Gay/Associsted Press

Morrs Denton left. and Dalton Edwards ook over maryuana plants n 8 lowering room with sodum
PW#MCMMan The icense fees o grow in
axas are the Mighes! i the U S ot nearty $500 000 and the program s roling out with jus! seven
partcipating doctors n a stale of 27 mikon people And ke other siales. access s imited 1o 8 amall

pood of patenrts

Crastaut syndrome and 15 1n
a wheelchar

Her daughter 1sn
histed as having intractable
eptiepsy but still has days
when she gets several
sCr7ures

Seemg Texas put
hmitatons, | do get that
part, (Mlervidez sard. "But
| don’t thank they did thewr
exac! research

'he frustrabhon over
access s ssmilar in other
states that have also passed
restnctive medical man
juana laws. One Georgia
legisiator goes so far as o
have low -dose cannabis ol
shipped 1o hs office from
( olorado as a workaround
to his own bill, which
allows people 1o possess
marijjuana but doesn 't give
them a legal way to obtamn
"

Texas s similar 1o more
than a dozen states that
restrict access o a low
THC cannabis otl How
ever, Texas which 1s
ROO miles wide Iicensed
just three dispensanes,

none of which are in the
western half of the stawe or
in fast-growing cibes along
the border with Mexico
And the Republican
who won over skeptical
conservatives 10 pass her
law i 2015 is noncom
mittal about expanding the
program
i leaves Moms

Denton, who runs the
Compassionate ( ultivathon
dispensary near Austin,
looking far down the road

“If you're willing to
take a long-term view and
you re willing to suffer a
few scars along the way,
that success will come,”
Denton sasd. “The lessons
themselves represent a bar
rier 1o entry for others who
may come m. But | think
it's hard to pmpomnt how,
where and when to start
a legal medical cannabas
industry

Texas has also placed
highter control on martjua
na growers [he hicensing
fee 15 B0 times more than
ongimally recommended

he Texas Department
of Public Salety once
proposed a fee as high as
$1.3 million to help offset
the costs of state troopers

patrolhing the dispensanes.
although that recommenda

thon was later dropped

(srowers are requared to
have surveillance video of
every square foot of thew
facility and to preserve
recordings for two years,
which is longer than some
police dashcam footage
must be retained in Texas
I'hey also aren 't allowed
10 bring m a third-party
10 test the quality of thew
product

The dniver behind the

Texas law 1s Republs-
can Stephanie Klick, a

Christian conservative
who strongly opposes the
recreational use of drugs
and who didn 't support
expanding her law this
’vl"ﬂht She sand 1t ook
her | 5 months to round
up enough votes in the
Legislature and convince
skeptics that patients

NATIONBRIEFS

laws protecting alligator
turties

snapping

Investigators recovered
about 30 of the turties from
ponds in Sulphur

ANGELTON
Alleged serial killer
indicted in Texas in

fourth death
An alleged serial killer

has heen indicted in the
. of a North Texas

= = e =

1997

Reece was serving 2
60-year sentence in Texas
for k mg when he

AP

weren ' going 10 abuse the
cannabis ol

“There was one shenf!
that thought these kids
were going to be juvenile
delinquents and end up
in s ail. And these are
really sick kads,” Khck
said, noting that lawmak
ers will consider expansion
only afier they ve seen
the results of the current
framework

Only four states
Kansas, South Dakota,
Nebraska and Idaho
have no form of medical
maryyuana on the books
Seventeen others, includ-
ng Texas, allow only low
THC medical cannabis,

according to research from |
the National Conference of

State [ egisiatures

Knsten Hanson, a pro
gram dwrector for NCSI
said Texas 1s unusual for
requinng that a doctor
‘prescribe” the cannabis
ol instead of using the
word “refermal” like most
states. The distinction s
blamed for dissuading
more Texas doctors from
signing up. because under
federal law. marjuana 1s
classified as a Schedule
| drug with no medical
use and therefore can't be
prescribed

Dr. Paul Van Ness, a
neurologist at the Baylor
College of Medicine in
Houston, 1s one of the
few doctors who have
registered with state to
participate in the program
He sard he supports the
restnctive nature of the
Texas program, though he
concedes the downside 15
himinted access

He said he already has
patients smoking man
juana, some of whom have
been arrested because of it

“They didn’t belong in
jail, but that's what hap
pens in Texas,” Van Ness
said. “So if they can do o
legally, that's a ot safer”

#
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Robert Orson, 70, of
Andrews passed away on

| Wednesday, December |3,

| friends will gather

2017 m Odessa. Famuly and
w0 cele-
brate his hfe st 200 PM

| Monday, December 18, 2017

- Andrews, 2

st McNett Funeral Home
Chapel = Andrews.  Inter-
ment will follow mn the
Andrews West Cemetery
Robert s survived by his
wife, Loretta Orson of
sons, John

| ;St{ﬂﬂ' Orson and wie,

|\ Garland of
. Michigan. 2 brothers

Jenmifer, of Andrews and
Kenneth Omon and wife
Cindy, of Andrews, I daugh
ters, Kim Orson of Andrews
Pam Luther and husband,
Glen, of San Angelo, and
Christie Orson of Andrews, |
stepson, James “Jimmy”

Dowagiac,

' Trueman Orson and wilc,

jube, of Columbia. Missoun

. and Brent Riordon of Hobbs

New Mexico, | sster, Tresss

| Bledsoe and husband. Joe, of

Memonals may be senl 1o
the Andrews Food Paniry
PO Box 2023, Andrews

Texas 79714

~Steven A. Smith
- Steven A M_ s ol
Midiand, passed away

December 6, 2017 He was
. bomm o Gertrude Seth and

the late Arthwr Smith om
March 27, 1981 m
Poughkcepme, New York
Steven worked for over W
years i the otlfield 2 2 land
pok:ul m the West Texas
and New Mexico areas D
the ot boom. Sieven was
3f whﬂd and returned o
Morco Geological after the
crash
While 2 pood standing
member of  Alcoholi
Anonymous, he achicved 10
years of sobnety on Novem-
29, 2017 Durmg ths

Steve was loved by many

| and loved his fellow man

|
_r

kind He will
missed
He s survived by his wile

be greatly

Bobet

' Gertrode  Smith, chosen

, Jefl and

&

16, 20017 from 35 p
710 Ohio St in Midland

All donations on Steven's
behalf can be sent to Hospice
of Midland
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WORD OF THE DAY
brought 1o you dally by

This date in
Midland

On Dec 16 2000 he Loe lnobal team deleated Austin
Westake 1} 7' sf Austns RoyalMemora Sadwm o
claen s W stragi Class 5A state botbad champonshg

Things to do

@ Famdy F tmas s a heallhy hokday celebration with
abstacie courses a rad max bar and photos with Santa.
Tam-2pm. Mdand YMCA 800 N Big Spring St mid-

T Wrter Untt by o hchane O
Wirte- by the Midtand Dowmiown Farmerny
Markel 830 am 1230 pm. Museum of he Southwest,
1705 W Nassour! Ave

® Gusded Tradl Wak, § am.. Sibley Nature Comter, 1307
E Wadey Ave sbieynaturecenter org

8 Seturday Move “The Polar Express’ 2 pm  Mudland
County Public Library Canternial branch. 2503 W Loop
20N

@ “Astronauf” dome show n 30 4 pm  Blakemore
Panetarum 1705 W Mssoun Ave museumsw o

@ Pancakes wih Santa by he Knughts of Columbus. 6-8
pm. S An's Calholic Church, 1908 W Toxas A

B Caymus Wine Dvner sl lnature 8 lowr course meal
pared wih wanous Yineyard labels. 7 pm.. Opals
Table 223 W Wal St opaistable com

8 Fiald Ofice Chvistmas Party Tpm -1 am e Field
Office. 3205 W Industral Ave

B A Place Called Christmas’ and “Tweive Dare of
Chvstmas’ 7 30 pm Permian Playhouse. 310 W 42nd St
Doessa $10 permanpiayhouse com

B “Viracie on 3 Sireet The Musical” 7 X0 pm
Vicdiand Communty Theats 2000 W Wadiey Ave $28
mc¥mdiand org

8 Chrstian Nodal, Crecer German. Geru Legeon 8
pm . La Haciends Event Conter 12610 Sinte Highway 191

® Tm Kotz Band. 9 pm The Bar 808 W Mo YOUNQ Professionals of Midland hosted an Ugly Sweater Christmas Mixer

- Thursday at the Blue Door. The group also had a toy drive to collect

B Truck Siop Gamblers. S pm e Lone Star Bar 821 .
N Wal presents for children at Buckner Home.

@ Cody Jnks Ward Daves o Dos Amegoa Odesss
F08AMeQOs COM

innervate
[Ih-nur-veyt,
n-er-veyt)
verb
1. to communicate
nervous energy 1o,
stimulate through
nerves.
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PUBLISHER Forecast for Saturday, December 16, 2017
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Lottery

Mege Millions 4 17 3 44 57 w20
BB 19NP 4

All or Nothing moming ' 2 4
I RURARNR FaF-¥.

Al or Nothing day: 36 7810
MM sTaNnNy

All or Nothing svening: ' 1 4
RURARMAL Fal Fak.
Al or Nolhng night- 2 4 58 9
1214 8 A 20 24

M ¢ oem

NEWSROOM
Brotoe
Stewart Doreea nE
whoreemwd mrt (ofm

Normal gh
Normal low

N S

Dec. 15's records
Record high: 81, set in
010

Record low: ||

Precipitation
Fnday

hursday
Month total
Year total
“~ormal total
( yvear 10 date)

CIRCULATION
B (TUSTOMEFR SFRVICY

SL L "IN

Cath P 451289
Tiple Chance: 6 1014 19 X
2T WK &S "

et 1in |9R7
BOIRECTOR
Sharon Heckler 12°

« Mgy h i{“‘ gl T . il

ADVERITISING
B AINVERTISING DIRFC TOWR
Adrianne Hrebiceh ~ ¥

B SALFS MANAGFR
{ had Anderson AF

raAfRCCTsgd TIrY o

L

Wirets
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Today's forscast
High: 54
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Loaw: 44

Conditions: Sunny today
partly cloudy tomght
Winds: South 5-15 mph
today 'south 10-15 mph
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Chance of rain: None
Sunrise 74) am
Sunset S47pm
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Dec. 11)

e dtd Toke the lond Yow
have 5 ot to do, bt you 1l help
motivate others 1o pich i oo
Yous won | mund having a fow
poopic jOMN you OR youll VB
last renute crrands Y ou Coukd
he very ivierested i what they
share with you Tenight: (o

SIAAC The simc CONT IMICSAag
porhaps i & delleront way, in oo
ket o help comvey vour messagc
Refuse o get uptight Tonlght
Ihrima yoursell into the moment
GEMINI (May 11-June 20)
& & & * ( ormesunscaion
gt e off Fven with the bewt

grumbic aboast thes person. st of
vous are honest with yoursell . you
cmpoy bewng around hum or her
As long as thes person i around,
ry o make the most of the mo
ment Toalght: Spontancously
hring & group of frends logether
FISCES (Feb 19-March 29)

arappng frensy and perhaps 2
iengthy nap Make 8 o-do st
A meoed e r#T H.‘lli‘lul
under the misthetoe

LIBRA (Sep. 23001 22)

@& h You maght want o
change your chosces Thas s »
workable plan s long as you

don 't upset the applecan for

FREQUENTLY
ASKED
QUESTIONS
B Hew de | submit an
snnsuncemen! lar o wedding

nr ragegement’
w cddmgea mn

kyvreey for comeniens ¢ Fowr b
rvodal vy gl mvher no
th oty Forllorwm LT R Y

s BT 1A

B kA

A habhy Pmwn uwday has 3 Sun

B How can | submit an
abitusry ® Hitwag mnm L om

B How can | handle a billing
-‘
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wed Moon i Sagftanus

HAPFY BIRTHDAY o
Saturday. [Dex 16 2017

s year you express »
unigue hind of crestivity ( Mher
ofien sock vou out for advice o
for help slcuthing through prots
ers You Hhind WHCTOSUING Wiy "
of resohyving the scemingly unre
solvable If you are single. you
could mect many different poten
el sartors Know that My or Ms
Right could be nght around the
commer’ | you are stiached. the
v off v WH II"' ariwpnd
W differemt sets of fnends with
wrally drverse mierests Yow
mught docwie 1o plan on (aking »
soenes of Consrees A fel
one SALITTARIUS adds more
excerment o your hife’

ARIES (March 21-Aprfl i9)

R dRd A hought is likely
o go from a fantasy to » mate
rnalized concept. You will emgoy
the sarprraes you encounter abong
the way You pot imio what »
happening dospete obstac et
that pet i your sny Time will
reflect the legstimacy of youwr
whea : Onat and showt

TAURL'S (Aprfl 20-May 20

he o powerful as you would hke

intentons and a wallingness w
g over what you are thenk ing
scvernl imes, you magt not e
abic 10 et yOur MESSAQe AcTORs
Worry loss about thes ghach fiw
novw . and try agam another tume
Tonkght: ( ht among the cromads

CANCER (June 21-July 12)

& &% You ke boing the
conk _ the baker and the decomn
we Though you mught want 0
complam st tmes, don 't Know
that there are ahernatives 10 vour
hiestyle and choswes ( onmader
playing out the next holdey swea
wn i ty. Tomight: ( hoose
a fevorte stress buster

LEO (July 13-Ang. 11)

et ® You'll want 1o pull
hack a bt m order 1o review an
e sonal situstion | vents soem
0 occwr # 4 pace that takes your
hreath sway I mught soem as
if you are putting out all knds
of fires loday Don 't fight the
mevitable  past go with the flow

1 Squeese & nap

VIRGO (Ang. 1}-Sept. 11)

* & ® & A rosponeshelny
calls that could force a change
of plans You mughi ot feel s
of you have 3 chosce. You would
like w0 kwk back and got 10

the holwday sparvt afler a pft-

¥\

he I”-""; !

was grese W Sas

Wl BF R bl A

SAVE YOUR PALMS!

Q

o
A

F & P ]
X e
= B o | J 1 i -
_.L‘_ .- - .-..' 'I-.-.
B LS
-', F
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severa! loved ones (Thoose 10
siay on course. and know that
evervthing will work ot i youw
favor. Tonlght: Time 10 head 10 »
favorie local spot for denmer
SCORPHO) (Oxt. 23N, 1)
R ® You will opt o
0 s last manute hohiday
shoppang. whether #t be for food
or for whstever clse you maghv
need I you are i the process
o youur pft st you
e nndine buying casicr
less of 2 hassle Tonight:
Remember that you have »

huadget
SAGITTARIUS (Nev. 12

im0 the play fdness of the o
mem

CAPRNORN (Dee. 12-Jan
%)

R e ® You coulc be overhy
wowmied abowt shopping gt
wrappng and cvervthing clsc
that » important m making your
holsday run smoothly Play o
how -key inday. cspecally of you

wand o keep a g surprisc under

wraps Tealght: Siop for & Geves
e dessert on the wmy haome
AMIARIUS (Jan. 20-Feh
I
R & A fnend proves (o be
» magow distractum  You oflen

Attention Readers .
MAn e 0 5

) -

faE® You are hikely o
make important chosces for you
s well as 2 loved one  You mugh
prefer 1o be with pust this peron
and no one clse Reach oatt 10 2
frvend ot a destance whom yvony
don | offen get o see You wll
capry the comveruatum the two
of you have Tonight: Now e
A duo

BORN TODAY
Musscan Billy (b
( 1949) anthropologist Margarct
Mead ( 190 ] ) actress Krysien
Ritter (19K1])
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1. Boone Pickens, Mesa

awarded $136 million in lawsuit

of West Texas investment

From staff reports

I'he El Paso court of
appeals has awarded 1
Hoone Pickens and Mesa
Petroleum Partners about
$136 milhon n a lawsun
rciating w0 his investment
in a West Texas o1l and gas
play

In the final judgment
entered Dec. 8, Mesa was
awarded approximately
$136 mulhon aganst Dela
ware Basin Resources and
Bavtech of Midland

Cleo

in a nearly four-week
tnal that ended Nov. 23,
2016, the jury unani-
mously voted in favor
of Mesa and found that
one of the defendants - J
M operatin
company of Dallas
for gross negligence and
willful misconduct and
gave Mesa $146 milhon
against Delaware Basin
resources, Baytech and J
Cleo Thompson

Mesa had also brought a
mandamus action in the E|

Paso court of appeals when
nearly a year had passed
after the tnal and original
jury verdict, with no final
judgment by the court. The
El Paso court of appeals
issued conditional man
damus, directing the tnal
judge tc ented judgment
Mesa has also sued Oc
cidental Petroleum 1o get
back its title to | S percent
of the properties; that case

1s currently pending

lhable

— e ————— = o —

Family, classmates honor New
Mexico school shooting victim

{ esoncwted Presy

FARMINGTON. N M
Hundreds of people gathered
F nday 1o celebrate the hife of
a | 7-vear-old boy killed in
a shooting rampage carlier
this month at a New Mexico
high school in the small
northern oty of Artec

Family, fInends and
dozens of fellow classmates

F rancisco

killed Dec. 7

e —— . —

showed up to Pimon Hills
Community Church in
Farmington to remember
“Paco”

He and Casey Jordan
Marquez, also |7, w
when a gun-
man disgused as a student
opened fire nside Aztec
High School shortly after
first penod began. Authon

hes say | -vear-old Wilham

Aichison had planned the
attack but that the two
victhims were not specifically
targeted

Investigators saiC it's
hkely more lives could have
been lost if Fernandez had
not walked into the bath
room where the gunman was
hunkered down. The

Fernande s

Please see VICTIM/SA

I:IITMT 8

The lolowing are county
hvmmw&nm
ng counts, wiih changes »
parentheses for the week

ending Dec 15
DISTRICT 7B

Lr‘lnl
Culberson
E chor
lasacock
HOwa
Joft Davn
Loving
Martn
Mt ana)
Mt P!
Pecns
Hamny
Stering
Ward
Wik e
Total

b
Nolan
Total

From I A

A
Trxas & Nvw Mpaooo

fexas recorded 457 ngs statewide, down
two. The Eagle Ford in South Texas was un
changed at 70. The Bamett in North Texas
fell by one w0 four

Fourteen of the Haynesville s 47 ngs were
in East Texas. Half of the Granne Wash 's
ngs were in the Panhandle

Texas held at two ngs offshore

New Mexico fell by two ngs o 71 s
lone non-Permuan ng was in Sandoval
(ounty in the northwestern part of the state

Al thas ime last year, there were 1 7 ngs
m Texas and 12 m New Mexxco

Unrred Stares

Y (-1)

é Boroen
121-1) »
jiri. Crmmres

¢ L
i

Scurry
19 Terry

S1047)  Totat

1

which were in inland waters

By dniling trajectory, there were 801 hon.
rontal ngs. up five, 60 vertical ngs, down
four, and 69 directhonal ngs, down two

The UUS had 6317 ngs a vear ago

MOSsT ACTIVS

Hasins with the most ng activity were
the Permian, the Fagie Ford, the Cana
Woodford (69), the Marcellus (48) and the
Williston (4K)

States with the highest ng counts were
Texas, Oklahoma (12 1), New Mexico, Low-
siana (62) and North Dakota (47)

Canapa & Normv AMERICA
Canada s ng count rose by 19 1o 13K

four more than the year-ago count. (sl ngs
jumped by 22 10 134 Natural gas ngs were

(il ngs natonmwide talled 747
four, natural gas ngs rose by three 1o 1K}
Intotal, the U S had 9% ngs.
were mn the Gulf of Mexico and two of

From | A

he 20 systems include
Snyder ISD, the Presmer
high schools and Richland
Collegmte High School. The
other ISDs are Alef, Austin,
Bullard, Canadian, Clear
Creek, Dallas, £l Paso,
Humble, Jonesboro, Lyford
Pnlrl Isabel, San Saba,

Hnruh

\mk and

Participating dmu will
be required to attend four
monthly meetings hosted by

- of 2018

wal devel

From 1A

® echnology and
strategic analytics aimed
al attracting and retaining
students,

@ communications and

19 of whach

down by three o 104

doran

opment, the TEA repored
Once a plan receives TEA
approval, destncts and char-
wer schools may use locally
developed domams and in
dicators in comjunction with
the three state-mandated
domans 1o assign overall A
through F ratings for each

'he total number of ngs in the North
Amenca regon rose by | N thes week o
1,168 At this time last yowr, there were K7
ngs n North Amenca

local accountability systems
will be avasiable for use
beginning with the 2018 19
school year

For more information
about the local accountainl
ity systems estabhished by
House Bill 22, visit the TEA
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Price of oil down 0.1
percent this week

By Trevor Hawes

thawesia mrt com

The price of o1l was down just a tenth of
a percent this week as the Christmas holi-
day approaches and the year winds down

West Texas Intermediate contracts for
January delivery settled at $57.30 per bar-
rel Friday, up 26 cents (0.46 percent) on
the day but down 6 cents (0.| percent) for
the week

Ol reached 1ts week high Monday
($57.99) and its low Wednesday ($56.60)
For the year, WTI 1s up $4.97 (9.5 per-
cent) and has an average price of $50.56
per barrel. The year high 1s $58 95, and
the low 15 $42.53

Commercial crude supplies dropped by
5.1 million barrels to 443 million barrels
this week, according to the Energy Infor-
mation Administration's report released
Wednesday. The reporting week was Dex
R

Afler several weeks of withdrawals,
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve rose by
200,000 barrels 10 669.2 million barrels

Total motor gasoline stocks rose by 5.7
milhon barrels to 226.5 million barrels,
kerosene-type jet fuel was up by 600,000
barrels 1o 40.6 milhon barrels and distil-
lates were down by 1.4 milhion barrels to
1 25.1 milhon barrels.

Domestic crude production was up

allor

ij"f

9099

slightly. This week, crude production
rose by 73,000 barrels per day 1o 9.78
million barrels per day. Imports jumped
by 161,000 barrels per day to 7.363 mul-
lion barrels per day. Exports plunged by
272,000 barrels per day to | 086 milhon
barrels per day

Plains Marketing posted prices were
unchanged Friday and were unchanged for
the week. The Reporter- Telegram tracks
WT1 “all other areas™ and West Texas
sour

WTI posted fetched $53.75 per barrel
Friday, and sour was priced at $51. The
spread between the two has held at $2.75
for the past | | trading days. The spread
between WTI futures and WT1 posted was
$3.55 on Fnday

Sour is up $7.80 (18.06 percent) for the
year and as an average price of $41.26 per
barrel. It has been priced as high as $52 15
and as low as $35.60

WTI posted has a year-average price of
$47.04 and 15 up $5 (10.26 percent) this
year. The year high is $55 50 and the low
s 59

In other futures trading Friday, February
contracts rose by a quarter to $57 .13 per
barrel, March was up 23 cents 10 $57 .24
and Apnl was increased by 19 cents 1o
$57.12
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" CHRISTMAS AT
¥ THE GARDENS

Shop Local For
All Your Holiday Needs

Your One Stop Christmas Store!!

" POINSETTIAS
W IN STOCK

! and in Full Bloom'
Breat Decoration or Gift
" Brighten your home for
the Holidays

*

LIVING
CHRISTMAS
TREES

s99"" ‘269""
. PANSY’S

o plant and in bloom

( hoose
Pansy’s, Viola,

s, Stock and More
$169 SALE 99¢

b ot of 20 1990

Miv and match

GLAZED
OUTDOOR
POTTERY

25 % OFF

CHRISTMAS IN
THE GARDENS

TAKE 15 O
RISTMAS OR _
NEY IN FOR BEST SELe ‘

All ¢

SCENTS FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

A\ O anctles. D)iffusers. Room

S ays

20% OFF

CABBAG
AND KA

Wonderiul COOL SE
( olor Use in Beds of _
h’%l""_ Rﬂi P '

£1 Gal
" o 360

CAFE AT THE
GARDENS
OPEN
MONDAY-SATURDAY
11:00-2:00
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SpaceX 1st: Recycled
rocket soars with
recycled capsule

By Marcia Dunn

dssociated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL,
Fla SpaceX racked up
another first on Fnday,
launching a recycled rocket
with a recycled capsule on
a grocery run for NASA

'he unmanned Falcon
rocket blasted off with a
just-in-time-for-C hristmas

extra high, 1o a floating
ocean platform

Reusability 1s the future
for spaceflight, according
o NASA's station program
manager Kirk Shireman

“The reality is, the busi-
ness of space i1s domi-
nated by launch costs ... so0
getting the costs down is
important for everyone,”
Shireman said.

delivery for the Inter-
national Space Station,
taking flight again afler a
six-month turnaround. On
board was a Dragon supply
ship. also a second-thime

L. A =

of a revend Pelosa socher HOME FURNISHINGS & DECOR

and only the second of a
previously flown Dragon
Within 10 minutes

GREAT 1 LOW

back 1n June following its
first launch Double sonic
booms thundered across
the area. At SpaceX head
quarters 1n Hawthome,
( alrforma, cheers erupted
outside the company s
g lassed-in Misswon ( on
trol, where chel execu
tive Flon Musk yonned his
emplovees

' he Dragon reaches the
space statwon Sunday. 1 he
capsule last visited the
> SO-mile-high outpost 1n
JO1S

s hime, the capsule
s hauling nearly 5,000
[HHH'HI\ ol gt-ﬂldu in¢ lud
ing 40 muce for a muscle
wasting study, a hirst-of
is-kind impact sensor for
measunng space debnis
as minuscule as a gram of
sand and bariley seeds for a
germination cxpeniment by
Hudweiser, already angling
10 serve the first beer on
Mars

Ven Feng, a NASA man
ager, savd he had “a Inttle
sense of dewa v watch
ng Frndav s launch and
landing of the same rocke!
he saw take off and return
n June

“Ouite an ac hievemnent
he sad

For the [‘iﬁf WO vyears
the private Space X has
been salvaging as much as
possible from rockets fol
lowing ftoff. Rather than
letting first-stage boosters
sink 1n the Atlantic, as
other orbital rocket mak
ers do, SpaceX flies them
back to (ape Canaveral
for vertical touchdowns or
when extra rocket power s
necded 1o propel a satellite

From 4A

booster was back at Cape

( anaveral Air Force Sta
hon, standing upright on

699 ‘ 5799 l
O LAGF RECLINFR TRIFPOLI RECLINER

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE

‘ZFOR Il '
‘888

hat s where it landed
T F “C1 INFR
VLR FEC RALEIGH RECLINER

CHAIRS

mwof

gunman shot Fernandez.
then walked out mto the
hallway and encountered
Marquez He immediately
killed her

With some calling lwm
a hero, Fernandez 's farmly
reimembered him as a lcen
ager who loved sports, video
games and hanging out with
relatives and frends

A Mwlu
the ¢ was with
SO motorcycles. After the
PrIvale SeTvice, A Procession
of lownders and classic cars

transported the family to the
cemetery. Fernandez was
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Huge tax bill heads for passage

as GOP

By Stephen
Ohlemacher and
Marcy Gordon
4ssociated Press

WASHINGTON
Afler weeks of quarrels,
qualms and then eleventh-
hour horse-trading, Repub
hicans revealed the details
of their huge national tax
rewrite late Friday
along with announcements
of support that all but
guarantee approval to give
President Donald Trump
the Christmas legislative
triumph he's been aching
O

'he legisiation would
slash tax rates for big
business and lower levies
on the nchest Amencans
in a massive $1.5 tnlhon
bill that the GOP plans
to muscle through Con
gress next week before its
vear-end break Benefits
for most other tlaxpavers
would be smaller

“This 1s happening. Tax
reform under Republican
control of Washington
s happeming,” House
Speaker Paul Ryan of Wis
consii told rank-and-hle
members in a conference
call. "Most cnitics out there
didn't think it could hap
pen And now we're on
the doorstep of something
truly mstonc "

According 1o the 1,097
page bill released late Fn
day, today's 15 percent rate
on corporations would fall
10 21 percent, the crown
wewel of the measure for
many Republicans. Trump
ind GGOP leaders had set
20 percent as their goal
but added a pownt to free
money for other lax culs
that won over wavernng
lawmakers in final talks

'he legisiation rep
resents the first major
legisiative achievement lor
the (YOP after nearly a full
year mn control of Congress
ind the White House It's
the widest-ranging reshap
mg of the tax code in three
decades and 1s expected
10 add to the nation's $20
inlhon debt The tax cuts
are projected to add $1 46
inihon over a decade

I'he bl would repeal an
important part of Fresident
Harack Obama's Afford
ible Care Act  the
requirement that all Amen
cans have health msurance
or face a penalty as the
(+OF looks 10 unravel a
law 1t failed 10 repeal and
replace this past summer

Only on Friday dud
Republicans cement the
needed support for the
overhaul, securing on
dorsements from wavernng
senators

Marco Rubwo of Flonda
relented in hus gh-profile
opposttion afler negotiators
expanded the tax credit
that parents can claim for
their children. He said he
would vote for the measure
next week

Rubio had been hold
ng out for a bigger chiid
credit for low-income
families. After he got i,
he tweeted that the change
was “a sohd step toward
broader reforms which are
both Pro-Growth and Pro-
Worker.”

Sen. Bob Corker of Ten-
nessee, the only Repub-
lican 1o vote against the
Senate version carher this
month, made the surpnse
announcement that hé
would back the legislation.
Corker, the chairman of the
Senate Foreign Relations
Commitiee, has repeatedly
warmned that the nation's
growing dedt is the most
senous threat to national
secunty

“1 realize this i1s a bet on
our country's enterpnsing
spirit, and that 1s a bet | am
willing to make.” Corker
sand

The White House saud
Trump “looks forward to
fulfilling the promise he
made 10 the Amerncan
people 10 give them a tax
cut by the end of the year ™

The bill embodies a
longstanding Republican
philosophy that a substan
hal tax break for business
es will tngger economi
growth and job creation for
Amencans in a inckle
down economy

Skeptical Democrats are
likely to oppose the legis
lathon unanimously

“Under this hill, the
working class, middle class
and upper middie class get
skewered while the nch
and wealthy corporations
make out hke bandins.”
sard Senate Minornty
Leader (Chuck Schumer of
New York. "I s just the
opposite of what Amenca
needs, and Republicans
will rue the day they pass
this

he il would drop
today’s 19 6 percent top
rate on indmvduals 1o
17 percent. The stan
dard deduction used
by around two-thirds of
hnuq‘hnhi\ 'ﬂrntlld ht‘
nearly doubled. to $24.000
for mamed couples

The $1.000-per-child tax
deduction would grow 1o
$2.000, with up to $1 400
avarlable min IRS refunds
for famihes who owe little
or no taxes Parents would
have 1o provide children's
Social Secunty numbers o

senators fall in line

recerve the child tax credit,
a measure intended to deny

the credst mmwho
are in the US. illegally.

Those who itemize
would lose some deduc-
nons. The deduction that
milhons use in connec-
tion with state and local
income, property and sales
taxes would be capped at
$10.000.

That's especially | .
tant to residents of high-tax
states such as New York,
New Jersey and California
Deductions for medical
expenses that lawmakers
once considered elimmat-
ing would be retained

The bill would allow
homeowners to deduct
inferest only on the first
$£750.000 of a new mont-
gage, down from the cur
rent hhmat of $1 mithon

People who inhert
fortunes would get a big
break

The bill would double
the exemption, meaning
the estate tax would apply
only 1o the portion of an
estate over 322 milhon for
marred couples

Members of a House
Senate conference commit-
tee signed the final version
of the legislation Fniday,
sending 1t 1o the two cham.
bers for final passage next
week

'hey have been work-
ng to blend the different
versions passed by the two
houses

Republicans hold a shm
§2-4% majority in the Sen
ate, including two arhing
senators who have missed
votes this past week

john McCamnm of An
gona, who s K1, 1s af a
Washington-area malintary
hospital being treated for
the side effects of brain
cancer treatment. and
R0-year-old Thad Cochran
of Mississippt had a non
melanoma leswon removed
from his nose carher thas
week

(FOP leaders are hopeful
they will be avarlable next
weck
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Luke 2.1
In those days Caesar Augustus ssued a
decree that a cersus should be taken of
the entire Roman world

L ] L ] - L L] - » L] L L L - L] L] i . L] ] - L L ]

. @
e & & & % & P " B PP B PEYE Y PREY DYDY Y DY

Payments!
2208 N, BIG SPRING - MIDUAND, 1 - 6622117 | ® Phone

PHARMACY - 682-95017

Our Pharmacy Takes Most Insurance Cards
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Santa Claus and Mrs Claus armiving Dec_ 5 al Samt Michael. Alaska. a remole island community off Alaska's western coast. The
Alaska National Guard visded the Benng Strail community as part of ts annual Operation Santa Claus. delivering Santa and Mrs
Claus and presents 10 rural Alaska communities

Sometimes Santa needs a lift.

This time, to remote Alaska

By Mark Thiessen

{ ssociated Presy

SAINT MICHALEL, Alaska It's
not casy o get to Samt Michael,
Alaska. Even if you re Santa ( laus

Luckily, jolly old St Nick could
hitch a nde on a miltary transport
plane to the tiny 1island community
that s closer to Russia than Alaska ‘s
largest city, Anchorage

Santa and Mrs. Claus brought
goodies that most Amencans take
for granted, but come at a mgh cost
in remote parts of the nation s largest
stale. toys, books, personal hygene
supphies, fresh frunt and even we
Lream

FOr some cChildren, the oy they re
cerved durning the visit last week wall
be the only one they get this year
{ Mhers hadn 't had real e cream
in years and have never seen Santa
( laus n Person

I he visit marked the 6| st vear of
the Alaska Natwonal Guard's Op
crabon Santa C laus, a community
outreach program that tnes to bring
Knss Knngle to two villages eveny
vear if the weather « ooperales

A MAGICAL VISIT

L tke celebrithes. Santa and Mrs
( laus, dressed in thewr red and white
sutts, waved as they stepped off the
plane in the snow-covered Alaska
Native village

Nearly the whole town, which
s more than 400 miles west of the
ncarest mall Santa, packed the school
gym and welcomed St Nick with

1LOS ANGELES

“The Last Jedh™ s

raucous applause

Every child, and even a few elders,
got the chance to sit on his lap and
whisper what they want for Christ
mas Some kids just bawled thew
eves out as they stared at Santa

SAINT MiCuan

Fhe approximately 400 people of
Yup 1k Eskimo and Russian hen
tage, who live in the community off
\laska s western coast, subsist on
seal. beluga whale, moose, canbou,
fish and bernes

(retting 1o cihes hke Farbanks
or Anchorage 1s a major expense,
whether 10 see Santa or gather sup
phes, because of the state's limated
road system

So Mayor Bobbi Andrews jumped
al the chance to host Santa in the
town. which was once the farthest
north Russian settlement in Alaska n
the | 9%h century, according 1o a state
database of communities

Saint Michae! later boasted a
populabhon of nearly 10,000 when 1
served as an entry point during the
| K97 Gold Rush, when miners used
the neardy Yukon River to travel to
mienor Alaska

PLANES, PICKUPS AND DOG SLEDS

I'he Alaska National Guard does
the heavy hifting of getting Santa and
his helpers 1o remote villages Once
the plane lands, however, it's up 10
the community to get people 1o the
evenl

in Saint Michael, a passenger van
and pickup trucks ferned folks the

DISNEVBIIIEFS

Rowm '-l'll REPORTS
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characters long separated

2 miles into town. In other villages,
the transportation has ranged from a
warm vehicle to sitting on a fur-lined
dog sied pulled over snowy, bumpy
roads by a snowmaobile

A CHRISTMAS TREAT

Ice cream seems hike the wrong
thing to bring people living in the
frozen north, but residents gobbled 1t
up as fast as Rich Owens could serve
i

I'he Anchorage ice cream shop
owner brought 450 containers of va
nilla ice cream and sundae toppings
T'he dessert is an expensive purchase
m Samnt Michael, costing about $17
a gallon

Joel Heath, 12, hadn 't had fresh e
cream n two years, not since a famy
ly trip o Anchorage. His sundae tow
ered with chocolate syrup, whipped
cream, sprinkles and a cherry

“It tastes real dehcrous,” he sad

TwHr ciFr OF FRUNT

Volunteer eif Deborah Ve remem
bers being a child when Operation
Santa (laus came to the small com
mumity of Samnt Mary 's in the late
19608 or early 1970s. A plane landed
on the frozen Andreafsky River

“It’'s ke coming full circle,” she
sand. 1 was once that little naughty
village girl on the banks of the An
lll‘flfih} warting for Santa Claus.”

For Vo, the greatest gift she
received that day didn 't have to be
unwrapped, it had 1o be penled: frut

an apple and an orange

'he costs of transporting goods to
the Yup 1k village “were pretty high.
and if we did get fresh anything,
would come rotten because of the
cold.”

“Having a fresh apple and a fresh
orange was one of the best Christmas
presents ever.” Vo sand

nghts to the vanous “Star

‘Star Wars: The Last
Jedi’ boasts $45
million opening night

"Star Wars: The Last
Jedi 15 off t0 a death star
sized start at the box office
Disney says Friday that the
cighth installment in the
space franchise has carned
an estimated $45 milthon
from Thursday might show
INgs

It's the second- highest
lhursday might preview
ally following the $57
million start fnr “Star
Wars: The Force Awak-
ens.” which kicked off this
modern trilogy in 2015

expected to net around
$200 milhon throu 1
the weekend, which would
make 1t the fourth-biggest
opening of all time. It's set
to play on 4 232 screens in
North Amenca

CALIFORNIA
Disney-Fox deal may
create a new nerdy
nirvana

MENLO PARK
I'he coming umon of the
Disney Fox media
empires is set to create a
new nirvana for fanboys
and -girls, one that reunites
and sci-fi

by an energy barner of cor
porate legalism

Take, for instance, the
fractured world of Marvel
!WM’""

For years, the X-Men
(Wolverine, Storm. Profes
sor X and the crew) and
the Fantastic Four (Thing,
Invisible Woman, et al)
have battled bad dudes
from the studios of 20th
Century Fox. Meanwhile
Iron Man, Black Widow
and other Avengers van-
quished villains in another
corner of the galaxy run by
Dsney. Almost ne'er the
twam did meet  though
that could soon change

In a related fashion,

Wars ™ films have been
scattered all over a galaxy
far, far away; those will
soon be untfied under a
powerful Galactic Emp-
er, well, Magic Kingdom.
‘s announcemeni
Thursday that it’s buying
most of movie goliath Fox
for $52.4 blllm 0 stock

MISCONDUCT
BRIEFS

FROM WIRE REPORTS

NEW YORK
Mario Batali kicked
off ABC amid
miscondyct allegations

Celebnty chef Mano
Batali has been kicked off
ABC's “The Chew™ amud
allegations from several
women that he touched
them mnappropnately

ABC said that while
it was not aware of any
inappropnate behavior in-
volving him and the show,
the network says “we are
committied to a safe work
environment and his past
behavior violates our stan-
dards of conduct.”

Batah apologized in a

| statement Monday, and
M mw Prlll | said that “much of the be-

| havior described does. in

fact, match up with ways |

' have acted .”

His representative did

not return a message seck-

- show “Molto Mano”

- WOomen coming

ing comment Fnday

Batali, who has ap-
peared on “The Chew”
since its debut six yvears
2go, oversees scveral
restaurants i a handfv! of
crhics

e Food Network had
planned to relaunch his
next
year, but saxd Monday it
would be put on hold

LOS ANGELES
More women accuse
Dustin Hoffman of
sexual misconduct in
the "70s and '80s

More women have ac-
cused Dustin HoffTman of
sexual misconduct in the
1970s and 19805, stepping
forward in two stones
published one afier the
other Thursday by Vanety
and the Hollywood Re-
porter

Also on Thursday.
Hoffman's first accuser
descnibed how the Vanety
report came (o be

In an essay for the
Los Angeles Times, the
accuser, Anna Graham
Hunter, wrote about
forward

- 10 her and sand that “the

process of bringing sexual

harassment stones to hight

18 still & tedious mess.
e actor, now 80, had

. carlier issued a condi-
. tonal apology to Hunter,

- saying that if he had put
 her in an uncomfortabie

| situation, he was sorry

He said he didn 't

- remember his interac-

| ton with her on the set
; of TY movie
| Salesman.” where she had

“Death of »

. worked as an intemn
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Hoffman attorney Mark
A. Neubauer of Carlton
Fields Jorden Burt didn"t
immediately resoond to
an L A. Times request
on Fnday for comment
regarding the new allega-
tions but told Varniety that
the women s stones were
“defamatory falschoods ™

he stories include
playwright Con Thomas'
account to both outlets
about an encounter in
1980 when she was 16

A fnend of Hoffman's
daughter Kanna, Thomas
alleged in both stones that
found herself in the ac-
tor’s hotel room afler the
three went out for dinner
in Manhattan

Thomas savd she was
originally to have been
picked up at the restaurant
by her mother, but afier
Kanna went home to her
mother (Hoffman and
his wife had separated),
the actor changed plans
and convinced her to ac-
company him to his hotel
room

Mere, Thomas alleged
to both outlets, Hoffman
ook a shower, came out
n a towel, dropped it to
reveal himsell naked, got
in bed and asked her o0
massage his feet

She saud she felt 100
intimidated to refuse him

Video editor Melissa
Kester also told Vanety
that Hoffman molested
her dunng an “Ishtar”
recording session in 198S,
when she was 20. (The
Los Angeles Times has
not independently cor-
roborated cither Thomas ‘s
or Kester s account.)

Befor» Thursday, Hofl
man described some of
the allegations against him
as taken out of context,
explaiming that on set the
cast and crew are a sort
of family and any bawdy
hbehavior 1s imtended to
break the tension on long
days of shooting

Earher this month, at
a Tribeca Film screening
of “Wag the Dog." in »
tense panel discussion of
allegations that have been
leveled against the actor
by Hunter and Wendy
Riss Gatsiounis, Hoffman
accused panel host John
Oliver of rushing 1o judg-
ment

“Because someone has
alleged something, I'm
guilty. You push a button
it’s all over the world
I"m a predator. |'m this
and that and it’s pot true,”
Hoffman told Oliver

Disrribsted by Tribwme
C ontent Agency

432-559.201 )
re@lynnootx .com
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NIEKILA

Stepson snubbed by family’s
habit of selective gift-giving

DEAR ABBY: My hus
band and | were together
for eight years before we
marmed a year ago

He has a kid from a
previous mamage who
just turned | |. The boy has
been a part of my hife since
he was 3

But it wasn't until his
father and | were mamed
that my parents began
sending im Christmas
presents. | hey don t usy
ally send him birthday
gifts

My husband and |
had our own child seven
months ago

Now they re sending a
ton of Chnstmas presents
for my biological son, but
only a few token gifts for
my stepson

My sister didn 't bother
buying anything for my
stepson or my husband
When | pomnted it out to
her, she ignored me

| don’t thank it's fair that
they exclude my stepson
My sister has two girls and
| bought gifts for everyone

including her hushand

although money was
nght. Now | wish | could
take everything back

How can | get them 1o
not shortichange my step
son”’ Or should | just el
them not to bother sendimng
anyone gifts?  OU]
CAST IN MONTANA

DEAR OUTCAST: I
appears your husband may
have a less-than-ideal rela-
nonship with your mother
and vour sister

Hefore taking any a
non, discuss this with your
husband

If he agrees, then you
e within your nights to
icll them the way they are
treating your husband and
stepson 18 hurtful

Say that if it can’t be
corrected, you prefer gifts
no longer be exchanged
because the discrimmation
15 blatant and not what
these hohdays are sup

posed 1o be about

DEAR ABBY: I'ma
=

-

DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www. Dear A bby. com

aor PO Baox A%440 |Laos "H‘H‘l‘h"l (A NmY
Her column is distridared by Universal Press

| 2-year-old girl in seventh
grade

| have thas crush and
we're fnends. | finally got
up the courage to tell him |
liked him, and he has said
nothing about it for the
past two days

My best fnend, Sara,
ined 10 ask him why twice
at lunch, but he left eveny
time she tned 1o bring 1t

up
| know we're only n

middie school, but |I'm
ready

Should Sara and |
confront him together or
give him time? | can’t do
it without Sara because
then | would probably
run. What should | do”
GIRL WITH A CRUSH

DEAR GIRL WITH A
CRUSH: Twelve-year-old
giris in seventh grade may
be ready for crushes, but
| 2-year-old boys in sev
enth grade may not be

You have already gotien
your message across o
him. Forget confronting
him and do not invoive
your fniend Sara, or he will
run n the opposite direc-
tion the mmute he sees you
coming

He patient. It may take
some time, but he will
develop an interest in girls
eventually

And when he does,
you do NOT want him to
remember you as the one
who embarrassed him in

public

DEAR ABBY: How do |
treat someone with respect
whom | do NOT respect
and who does not respect
m ¥

| try 10 treat everyone

courteously. however, it's
tough to do when often

" § oy LT

- A

NYC]

Symdic ae

the respect only flows
one way UNSURE IN
CALIFORNIA

DEAR UNSURE:
Here's how. First, keep
your distance, if that's
possible

And then refran from
showing your disdain by
using basic good manners

whenever you are forced to |

be in the person’s presence

(LY \..
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With Bob Jones

Bidding Quiz

Q MNeither vulnorable . as Sowth
you hold

S ID0S2VRGS520KQTA®K?O
Partner opens one no-tramp, 1917, and
right-hand opponent passes. What call
would you make”’

Q 2 MNorth-South vulnerable. as
South, you hold
SASACVEKIIYSOK IDA® 754
Nwo passes to your in third sest. Wt
vall would you make”

A\ | Last - West vulnerable. as South,

vour haold

—

SUQIIHEVKQINTAOAIOYN 25

SIMNTTH WEST NORTH EAST

AV Pass - Pass
“10-1 1 poviris, four-card support

What call would yvou make?

Q4 Both vulnerable, as Sovth, you
haovkdd

S@AQIRISTK 6O Void
®AJIO9S2

sOoTm

WEST NIORTH EANT

| d FPass 1O

Pass

What call would you make?

RYOU WANT”

The Leasing Advantage.
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By Will Korn

Montes added |10 points, includ-

To submit information to the sports
department, email sports@mrt.com

are getting to (be good at) - they

Late heroics push Greenwood past Levelland

wkormia. mrt com

I'he Greenwood boys basket-
ball team proved to itself once
again Fnday might that even 1f
things don’t look pretty, it can
still find a way to get the job
done

Facing visiting Levelland,
the Rangers endured numer-
ous missed shots in the paint,
dysfunctional offensive play and
they went just 7-for- 14 from the
foul lne

But behind four quaners of
gnt, a team-high | S pomts and
the game-winming floater from
sophomore guard Ryan Snod
grass, the Rangers squeezed out
1 49-45 victory over the Lobos
at the Greenwood High School
gym

leammate and guard Max

ing three timely 3-pomters,
to help deliver the result for
Greenwood (9-7) which won its
seventh consecutive game

Rewd O'Connor paced Level-
land (11-3) with 15 points in the
loss

(ireenwood first-year head
coach Nate Bndges said his team
was greatly tested and prevailed
with a genuine effoit that each
player can be proud of. Tough-
ness 1s becommg a habnt for
the Rangers, who went 5-0 en
route to winnmg the Glen Rose
Tournament champronship last
weekend

“It wasn 't smooth for us all
the way through,” Bndges saxd
“Really until about 1:23 left in
the fourth quarter, we had gone
for it and grinded for it and it just
hadn 't chicked. But i that last
1:23 - thes 1s what these guys

plays, they capitalize on
them and then it's enough to win
a ball game. They are getting
prefty good at it and I'm proud
of them.

That resilhiency was especially
pronounced right at the end of
the first half. Nursing a 26-24
lead with under !5 seconds to
piay, the R rs misfired on two
shots and g two offensive
rebounds before Montes went
| -for-2 at the hine after foul

Following the miss, forward
Bram Mathes powered his way
nside for another offensive
board and, off balance, scored on
a short put-back as time expired,

hing the Rangers to a 29-24

Iftime lead

Snodgrass said that level of
determimation starts in practice

Please see BOYS/ B

Lady Lobos prevail

James Durtin/Reporter- Telegram

_merrwood s Anana Leyva (23) dnbbles agamst | evelland s Natale Velardez (/1) on Saturday ol Greernwood HMigh School

No. 2 Levelland uses defense to beat Greenwood |

By Christopher Hadorn

. Meackerrreia mrt « oom

I'he Greenwood girls basketball team
arguably played one of ns best games all
scason agamnst one of the best teams n
the state on Frday mght

'he Rangereties had their moments
against No. 2-ranked Levelland, but in the
end the Lady L.obos’ stifling defense was
oo much 10 overcome as Levelland kept
(rreenwood scoreless for nine minutes
m the second half during a 39-3] victory
Friday mght ot the Greenwood High gym

This was a game that featured two giris
haskethall teams accustomed to reaching
the rcgumnl tournament. GHS 15 com
mg off consecutive tnps 1o the reglonal
tournament, while the Lady Lobos went

m 2015 and 2017

Leading 28-26 through three quarters
Levelland (1 7-0) separated with a 90
fourth-quarter run behind three 3-point
gonls. Lady Lobos semor Paige Royal led
the effort with |2 points and | | rebounds.
mcluding a pair of 3s in the fourth quar
ter

Gireenwood (5-11) was held 1o one
ficld goal made in the fourth quarter, »
V-pownter by Bradi Good with the out
come n hand with |7 seconds left

Levelland clamped down on the Ran
gereties offense, contesting many of its
shots and passes, while forcing pressure
with traps

“They ‘re big,” Greenwood sophomore
Kenslewgh Elhis sasd. “They re big, fast,
long-armed giris. You really had to think

about passing before you made "

Following a turnover or rebound on de
fense, the Lady Lobos were aggressive in
their transition offense, which accounted
for an -0 run m the second

“It’s what they do and they believe in
it and we knew that coming in,” Rang
ereties head coach Ginger Hartman sawd
of the Levelland defense. “They run that
itthe |-3-1 and 2-3 mix. They re really
good at it and they trap at the

“We had some turnovers, we sOme
bad passes. We took some shots and we
didn 't get the rebounds. We knew Leovel
lard would push 1t (down the court) when
that happened and that's what they did.”

Despite the loss. Greenwood showed

Please see GIRLS/IH

Brian Boyle scores twice to help Devils beat Stars 5-2

By Matt Sugam to-backs

We need him o
be our guy and when there s :

dssocated Pres:

situations when we 're in ad-
versity, we need him to come

NEWARK,. NJ Corey the
Schneider and the New Jersey
Devils rebounded quickly .':_#
from an overtime loss the
mght before in Montreal and
push aside the Dallas Stars

Schnesder made 2R saves,
and Bran e broke a tie
with s | career goal and
added an empty -netter and an
assist 10 help New Jersey beat
Dallas 5-2 on Friday night

“We knew coming in o
the game that 15 (Schnesder)
pmblhlzhdlulnmheﬁ

‘oming i on a back-

, 50
tor for us tonight and
10 him on | think

answerng the challenge ~
Steven Santini, Blake Cole-
man and Nick Lapptn also
scored for the Devils. Martin
Hanzal and Alexander Radu-

| thought he was a

James Durbin/Reporter- Telegram

Greanwood's Ryan Snodgrass (10) dnbbles aganst Levelland on Friday. at
Greenwood High School

Check,
mates: NHL
top lines are

expected to
do it all

By Stephen Whyne

d ssociated Presy

fyler Segumn doesn 't consader 1! a
challenge He sees it as an opportumty

Every time Dallas Stars coach
Ken Hiichcock sends Seguin and his
hnemates over the boards against an
opponent s top hine, he knows he has
b to do

“Out-check the other line and let the
skill kind of take over,” Seguin saxd
“It’s fun.”

Fun” Sure. It's also increasingly
common in the NHL as coaches seck
10 put their top lines on the ice against
the other team’'s best forwards to cre
ate matchup problems that often lead
o 'n-lh

Goodbye to the hkes of Bob
Gamey and hello 10 Boston's Patnce
Bergeron, Pittsburgh's Sidney Crosby
and Washington's Nicklas Backstrom

All can help keep the puck out of the
net almost as well as rm can it
“We re seeing less of the Don

Luce, Craig Ramsey, Brent Peterson
lines,” said Capitals coach Barry

Trotz, referring 1o defensive-minded
forwards of yesteryear. “We have guys

Itke Bergeron, Sid goes up against lop
g':y-l So | think you're seeing more of
t

power against power than we have
in the past.”

Power against power 1s the name of
the game in hockey today as players
such as Bergeron, Crosby, Backstrom
and {'hic?o Blackhawks captain
Jonathan Toews embody the kind
of top-line stars who can double as
sh centers. Crosby was se good
in that dual role at the 2014 Sochi
Ol s that Canada won a gold
medal  and he was so dominant
offensively the past two seasons that
the Penguins won consecutive Stanley
( up champronships

‘?‘, 15 well aware of the modern
duties of a top-flight center

“You have more responsibility
defensively,” he said. “You're covering
a lot of space, so it’'s just something
you ‘ve got 1o be aware of "

Before the season, reigning MVP
Connor McDavid of Edmonton
ctted defense and faceoffs as areax he

wanted to improve He already has the
Please see POWER2B

Juruvy s
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FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

ON THE AIR

College Football

Celebration Bow! Grambing
ve. North Carclina AAT 11am
ABC

New Orieans Bowt Troy vs
North Texas, Noon, ESPN

Cure Bowl Wes! Kantucky
vs. Georgia State, 1 30 pm
CBSSN

Las Vegas Bow! Bose State
vs. Oregon, 2.30 p.m., ABC

New Mexoco Bow! Marshall
va. Colorado Siate, 330 pm
ESPN

FCS Semifinal South Dakota
State ol James Madison, 3 30
pm., ESPNU

D2 Championship West!
Fionda vs. Texas AAM-Com
merce. 5 pm. .  ESPN2

Camelia Bowl Middie Ten
nessee v Artansas State 7
p.m. ESPN

Men's College Basketbal
Butler v& Purdue. 11am
=X

Mempies va Lowswle 11
am, A ESPN2

Michigan v Detrost. 11am
ESPNU

Seton Hal at Rutgers. 11
am_ BTN

UNC Gresnsboro at NC
State. 11 a.m.. FSSW

Inchana State at Western
Kentucky, 11 am_ FCSP

Stephen F Austin at LSU.
Noon, SEC

Virginia Tech at Kentucky, 1
pm. . ESPN2

Northwestern st DePaul 1
pm. FS1

Okinhoma State vs. Flonda
Stale. 1 pm., FS2

E ast Tennessoe State at
Xavier, 1 pm._ FSSW

Drake /8 lowy, 1pm. BTN

Lo wsiana Tech al Texas, 1
pm., LHN

Loyole-Chwcago at Mivau
e, 1 pm. FCSA

Notre Dame v Indana. 1 30
pm._ FOX

Michigan Stale va Oakland
130 pom  ESPNU

Georgia st UMass, 2 pm
NBCSN

Mnos State al Ole Miss. 2 30
pm., SEC

Okiahoma va Wicheta State
pm.  ESPN2

Clarmson v Flonda, 1 30
pm._ FS2

WHAT’S ON DECK

HS Boys Baskethall

Coahoma at Kondke Tournament
Trindty ol Buena Vista Tournament

Joahoma at Sands Tournament

Mcland Chrshhar Trnty at Buena Vista Tournament

VMIDLAND-ODESSA FC

BARNES. MOFC
HONORED BY TEXAS
SOCCER JOURNAL

Vikchand Odessa F C and
head coach Mant Barnes have
been honored by the Texas
Socoer Journal for the lsam s
suCCess This past sadson

Barnes was named Coach
of ™he Yeoar while e aam
was named as the High L evel
Amatew Team of the Year

MOFC made it 1o the Na
honal Pramier Soccer Lesague
“hamponsivp despde losing

players siong the way for van
OuUs FeasonNs

Those obstacies along with
slarting the saason with »
compialaly new roster are a
g reason for Barnes honor
by the websie And because
NPSL scheduled the league
final after the mandatory
reporting date for college play
ors. Barnes and hes siaf! were
forced to round up playen
o play »n the champonawp
maich and still managed o
stay competitve aganst! Eim
City
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ChrisPaul, Rockets rout Spurs
124-109 for 12th strai

Associated Press

HOUSTON — Chns
Paul had 28 points, eight
assists and seven seeals 0
lead the Houston Rockets 1o
their | 2th straight victory, a
124-109 win over the San
Antonio Spurs on Fniday
night.

Paul became the first
player in NBA history to
post I8 points, eight assists
and seven steals in a game
against the Spurs. In the past
10 years, that stat line has
been achieved just 10 times

Paul has done it six of
those imes. The Rockets are
unbeaten when he plays this
SCason

Paul’'s dazzimg perfor
mance came on a mght
James Harden had one of
his worst 3-point shooting

. mghts of the season, mak

ng 6 of 18 from the field,
mnchading 2 of 11 from 3
Harden had 28 points, seven

: rebounds and six assists,

sconng half his pownts on
| 4-0f- 16 shooting from the

| free-throw line

I'he Rockets are on the

| fourth-longest win streak

m franchise history and the
longest since a franchese

. best 22 strmght in the 2007
| 0N season

All Rockets starters and

| reserve Enc Gordon had
scored i double figures by

the end of the thard quarter
Chint Capela had | K pomnts

'STARS

. From 10

‘It changed twice

. Halfway through the game

| they had nine shots which

| 18 exactly what you want
Khinberg s penalty

. whether that was a penalty

or not that allowed them

10 take a breather and then
' the S-on-3 from there, |
| don 't thimk 1t should have

been a penalty at all”
Stars coach Ken Hitch
cock sad. “But that kind

| of gave them a breather to
| get shots on goal, and then
| obviously three missed

chances on the power play

| when the game 15 - so it
turned twice for us.

As things got chippy
Klinberg and Boyle ex

changed words

“1 1wold him he was | (0

- pounds heavier than me

Power

From 1B

dynamic offensive capa
bilities and sees that as the

| mext step n his evolution

“It’s more rounding out

- your game,” McDawvid savd
. “Bemg a defensive guy,

being able to be put out
there in the last two min
utes to defend a lead, just
10 be able 10 be trusted by
your coach out there ™

( oaches have to be able
1o trust their top players in
all situations, particularly
since the days of strict

- shutdown lines are dwin

dhn
1!51' sysiems are about
defense, and everyone
needs to play i,” Back
strom said. “That's what
the mindset 1s 1o be
?nnd defensively and of
ensively.

The best defense 18 good
puck possession because
often the most tive
players aren’t as sound in
their own end Columbus
Blue Jackets coach John
Tortorella considers 1t
essenhial to make elnte of-

fensive players spend time

Elzabeth Conley / Houston

.iL. . ..l...;-!l'_.ll 'I.._-...

Houston Rockets guard Chris Paul (J) talks with James Harden

(13) as they make thewr way back 1o a bench

durng a me out

against the San Antonio Spurs at the Toyota Center on Friday, n
Houston

and 10 rebounds, Gordon
scored 14 ts, Ryan An-
derson 12, and Trevor
Anza added | |

he Rockets beat the
Spurs for just the third ime
n their last 12 meetings

LaMarcus Aldndge led
the Spurs with 16 points
Joffrey Lauvergne had 14,
Patty Mills had |3 and Da-
vis Bertans scored |12, all off
the bench for San Amtomo

The Rockets jumped to a
11-16 lead ot the end of the
first quarter and led 6043
al the half. The Rockets
entered the fourth gquaner
with a 92-72 lead

Kawh Leonard played in
his second game back after

and | think he fell easy
there. | don't thank 1t's a
cross-check.” Klinberg
said. “And after he scored
a goal he celebrated in my
face and | dvdn 't think that
was respectful He sand he
Was SOITy, S0 let’'s move
on.

Boyle insisted he wasn 't

flopping
“q:ht hit was the hit,

guys are playing physical
I'm not trying to dive,”

HBovie sasd. “It was what o
was but | m not trying to
embellish it. | just didn 't
sec him. | don't think he's
being mahcious. | don 't
think he s trying to injure
me. It's just something that
happens

Hoyle assisted on Lap
pin's goal mdway through
the third penod and com
pleted the scornng with the

in their defensive zone,
figuring they re more apt
10 try 10 do oo much in the
neutral zone and turn the
puck over

Good two-way play
ers also have that mindset
when they re matched up
against top skill guys

“They're so of.
fensively that sometimes
they can forget about their
defense, and that's when
you can take advantage
of them,” Philadeiphia
Flyers No. | center Sean
Coutuner sasd. “ e
thinking so much offense
that once they turn the
puck over they ‘re going to
try plays 1o get turmnovers
Phat's when you can take
advantage of them most of
the time.”

That’s the danger of
going skill on skill. Few
see Calgary Flames stars
Johnny Gaudreau and Sean
Monahan as defensive
stalwarts, but coach Glen
Ciulutzan continues to put
them on the ice against
other top lines

Craudreau sard “some-
times the best offense

making his season debut on
Tuesday mght in Dallas after
massing the first 27 games of
the season with a nght quad
nceps impury. Leonard, who
has been recovering from

a quadnceps condition that
causes pamn and weakness in
the knee, started and had 12
pomnts in | 7 minutes, all in
the first half

Before the game, Spurs

coach Gregg Popovich
hinted before the game that

Leonard and Tony Parker
were unhikely to play Sat-
urday night in Dallas in the
second half of San Amto
mo's back -to-back

empty-net goal

It capped off an emo
tional night for what has
been a rollercoaster scason
off the ice for Boyle, who
was diagnosed with cancer

on Sept. 19

“Emotional 1s a good
word,” Boyle sand. “It’'s
really been a blessing for
sure. Sept. 19 seems ke
a long, long ime ago
Lot that's gone on with
my family, which 1s most
important 1o me and the
support | 've gotien, that 's
why |I'm able to play From
my family my wife and my
parents and especially this
club here. Everyone this
club, top to bottom. I'm
having a blast and we re
playmg pretty well

NOTES: Devils F Taylor
Hall (knee contusion ), |
Marcus Johansson (ankle

comes from playing
against other top hines
And the strategy has mul
hiple benefits

“It makes sure that
your | , they re
lwm‘.;a‘lulC) e oul
there against the other
sharks, 5o to speak, in the
league,” Gulutzan savd
“Now they ‘re a hittle more
conscious defensively
And what you hope is that,
through a course of a sea
son, you re making your
guys more defensively
aware and come playof!
time those thmp will
come in handy.™

Seguin said he thinks the
playoffs lead o concerted
defensive efforts to shut
down certain players,
though that largely comes
from coaches leaning on
their top defensemen
Hichecock and other
coaches said putting their
best defensemen against
opponents’ top forwards
is the most |
matchup no matter the
situahon

Of course, it helps o
have forwards who thrive

MIDLAND HUMANE COALITION

UrcoMIing EVENTS

12/31 Toasting for Talls New Year's Eve Bash
at DoubleTree 8 pm - 1 am
tickets: toastingfortails.eventbrite.com

PLEASE VISIT THE EVENTS SECTION OFf OUR WEBSITE
WWW MIDLANDHUMANE.ORG

FOR MORE INFORMATION

ENHANCED ADOPTION CENTER
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bruise) and F Kyle Pamm
wen (broken nght foot) all
skated Fnday [t's the first
time on the ice for Hall
and Johansson since thew
impunies. Coach John Hynes
hopes they will skate
Saturday, practice with
the team on Sunday and
sec about playiag Monday
night.  The Stars couldn 't
complete the sweep of the
metropolitan- arca teams
this week afler beating the
Islanders and Rangers

UP NEXT

Stars: Dallas wraps up
its four-game road at Phila
deiphia on Saturday might

Devils: New Jersey has
the weekend off before
hosting Anahetm on Mon
day mght

on tough matchups and
understand balancing
priontes

“A ot of limes you re
getting matched up with
better players, so | think
playmg offense the whole
game isn t realistic,” To-
ronto Maple Leafs center
Nazem Kadn said “Most
of the time it's just being
in the nghl plﬁﬂ and
knowing where you are

and that whole ‘shadow '
thing. You 've just got to
be in right areas and nght
rones
Playing responsible
defense 15 one prece of
the transibon to offense.
whether it's winning board
battles or faceoffs or taking
the puck away. But top
players are counted on and
to score, so keeping
others off the board simply
1sn 't good enough
“I s 0.0, we're still
kind of mad as a line,”
Backstrom said. “We want
to win that match. It would
be mice if we could score
against them
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FORT STOCKTON - The

Micdland High girls basketball
leam dominated n a non-dis-
{ Fort

thers 10 only six points n the
first halt Sadee Govan scored
a game-high 12 ponits, while
Teleahia Defel and Zoe Taylor
added 10 posnts sach for the
Lady Bulidogs
The Lady Bulidogs next

iake on Abllene Cooper at 6

| pm. ., Tuesday st Mdiana High

School
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Boys

- From 1B

| each morming

“We come into practice

. carly 1n the moming and

we go to work,” Snodgrass
sard. “Whether 1t's a good

' day or a bad day, we re
. working toward it. We tny
| 1o make every day count.”

(ireenwood stretched its

| lead to 34-26 in the third

| quarter, before the Lobos
| thed the game with an

| K0 run, thanks n part to

| stretch that saw the Rang
| ers miss seven of eight

| shots

Levelland later grabbed
2 41-38 lead before Montes
trey from straightway knot-
ted the game up at 4545
with |:50 w play. From
there, the Rangers buckled
down

Snodgrass misfired the
front end of a |-and- 1, but
the Rangers pulled out a
defensive stop on the other
end Greenwood forward
Logan Jarvis pulled down
a rebound sprung
Snodgrass in transition for
the winming basket

Omanon Jameson s two
free throws on Green-
wood s next possession put
the game out of reach with
two seconds to play

“Our chemustry and our
poise are coming along
every day,” Snodgrass savd

This 1s a huge confidence
booster, especially for a
young team hke us. We
went our proved o our
seives that we can play at a
high level

Giris

Frem I1C

it could hold s own af
times

In the second quarter,
Elhs scored eight of her
tcam’s 10 points as the
Ra took an 1817
halftime lead

Fol IErMIssion,
(rreen ook a 2317
lead with 6:20 in the third
quarter afier a puthack
by Cassi Mebanc and »
1.point goal by Natalee
Karcher

xmmnu

ORI
HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

LAKE VIEW 49
SAN ANGELO - Leia Beat-
be it up the scoreboard with
42 points 10 lead No. 4-ranked
Midland Classical past San
Angelo Lake View in Friday's

'“ﬁ....,*"'“,mw

one
quarier, Lady Knights (8-3)
outscored the Maidens 22-11

in the second guarter o lake a
30-21 lead st haifime and they
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James DurbinReporter Telegram

used a strong second half 1o
gol & cONVINCING road win over
Lubbock Monterey

MHS (5-8) had a 44-39 lead
at the ntermission before pull-
ng n the second hall

Four were in
souble figures as Nathanie!

had 17 points,

Jordan Riley had 16 Rahkesm
Petterson had 11 and Rayshad
Chambers chipped in with 10

MHS next travels 10 play
Crane ot 7 p.m. Tussday.
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TLCA 28
SAN ANGELO - Mitch
McCann scored a game-hwgh
14 ponts 1o propel Midiand
Chrishan 10 8 win over San An-
gelo Texas Leadership Charter
Acadery
Gurnar Grifin added 1V

points for the Mustangs (13-9)
who led 31-13 at halftima
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TRINITY SPLITS
AT TOURNEY
IMPERIAL - The Trirnty
boys baskeotball spit dunng
Friday s acton of the Buena
Veta Tournament
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Greanwood s Max Montes (4) s louled by | svelland players on Friday st Gnenwood High School

Follow Will on Twitter
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have played as a team all
season.

Ellis and Karcher each
led the Rangereties with | |
potnts

Even it didn 't
match Levelland's height,
(rreenwood did an adm:-
rable job of rebounding,
as Karcher, Mebane and
Bradi Good all grabbed »

seven rebounds,

while Ellis had six.
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COLORADO CITY 86
COLORADO CITY - Budady
Willkams erupted for 26 ponts
10 help L amesa hold off
Colorado City in a non-disinct

game
The Goiden Tornadoes

(10-8) alno had double -dwgt

performances from
K haldl with 15 points
and Jackson Napper with 14
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Matt Moore dealt from Giants to R;ngers for minor leaguers

By Janie mccauley

Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Texas scquired

Moore n a trade with the San Francisco Gants
on Friday, raising the possibility of four left-

bonus pool allotment from the Girants

“We talked asbout when he
and us are sware that that

both he
hased

either one the club, kind of how if's
out, or if he has any issues getting
out.” said Daniels, who is imerested in acquir-

mmm.mn.

game
afler
San

setting a career
Anvched lns

winner for Texas, became a free agent
2 $10 million, one-year deal
Francisco last month exercised Moore '«

l?-ﬁnrhlll. He went 6-15 with
2SS 2ERAMINMIN

for the (iants
e NL Woet T sllowed s

innmgs last season.

m
career-worst 107 earned runs.
“This move allows us 1o reallocate our
resources 10 address our position player needs *
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Top votes split, but Rams’ Cooper
rolls as No. 1 AP returner

By Schuyler Dixon
{ssociated Press

DALLAS - Pharoh
( ooper of the Los Angeles
Rams and Kansas City 's
Tyreek Hill split 10 of the 1|
first-place votes in The As
sociated Press kick retumner
rankings. The overall tally
wasn 't nearly that close

Cooper fimshed with
102 points, 43 ahead of the
(Cheefs’ speedy multipurpose
man because Hill was lefi
off two ballots and barely
made three others on the
voting panel that includes
Hall of Fame recerver James
Lofton and 10 AP pro foot
ball writers

Hill's dimimished role

he 1s no longer returmn
ng Kickofls and 1sn't in
the top 10 in average yards
on punt retums — was the
difference. The second-year
player fimshed fourth wath
Y9 points, also betind a
pair of rookies in runner-up
Jamal Agnew of Detrost and
Dallas' Ryan Switzer

“For sheer excitement,
he d be No. 1,7 wrote AP
lcad NFL wmter Barmy
Wilner, who 1s based in New
York. “But the Chwefs hardly
use ham on retums the way
they once did. He has only
an X R-yard average on punt
runbacks

[he surpnsing Rams
could be part of the reason
L ooper was one of just two
returners named on all | !
ballots (Switzer was the
other). LA leads the NF(
West and at 9-4 has chinched
its Nrst wimning scason sime
MLIE

L ooper, also a second
yvear man, had one of just
three kickof! returns for
wouchdowns in the NFI
going o Week 15 a
103-yarder ma 27-17 win af
\FC South-leading Jackson
ville. His 2K 1-vard average
on kKickoff retums leads the
icague, and he has a sohd
| | 9-yard average on punt
refums

(_ooper has been a
dynamic presence on special
icams for the Rams, retum
ng both kickoffs and punts.
and establishing himself as

k|

Posture

AP position rankings: Rams' Cooper top returner
During the 2017 NFL regular season, The Associated Press will vole for the top 10 players

NFL RETURNER RANKINGS is

One of the few 10 retum a kickoff for a louchdown
thes season and leads with 24 ickoffs returned at

east 20 yards. Averages 11 9 yards on punt returns
Detro#t sorely rdssed him the past three games He's
an exciting rookie with ame-changing ability

al a specific position that week

WEEK 15

C ampanaro
b e

A do-#-all receiver at North Carolina has begun o
show why he was drafted In fourth round this year
Fast and slusive Has an 83-yard punt retum TD

For sheer exciement. he'd be No. 1. But the Chiefs
hardly use him on retums the way they once did, he
has only an 8 8-yard average on punt runbacks

One of the most elecinc young players in the NFL

cemented by his ndiculous changs-of-direction
61-yard retum agains! San Francisco this month

He hasn't scored since his rookie year in 2015, but
his ability 1o handie both punts and kickoffs among
the lsague's besl is a rare skill

Only returns icks bt foroes teams 1o kick short and
he i a major reason Oakiand has the bes! staring
field positon after kickofs hes season

He doesn do a ot of them, but in hs 17 kickoff
retumns, Lewis has 8 26 6-yard average and a TD

Rookie first-round pick averages 21 3 yards on
kickoffs and 9 8 on pun! retums as well as starting In

the secondary
Michael

in s fourth season. he's the consummate special

leams player who figures 10 have a lengthy career
He broke & 77-yard punt retum this year

oo Foothal Hadl of F erme: larvey | oo and AP loodhall writery Sevvvy Runtar Dave
(ampbed  Schuyler Diwon. osh Dubosw  Howaed Fengreh Rod Maade Ame Stapietorn Tereas M Waker

[dowrvrvie Wasrak Fr Rarry Wine

a threat in both cases. New
York-based AP writer Den
nis Waszak wrote

“Bag plays and a differ
ence-maker. wrote Loflon
( ooper was first or second
on [0 of the ! | ballots

Hill Rgures 10 get a few
nominations for NFL play
of the yvear — but it wasn 't
on specal teams. The
S-foot- | 0 dynamo stunned
the Cowboys with a touch
down on the final play of the
first half in a game Kansas
C ity lost

'he Chuefs were on ther
44 with 2 seconds left before
halftime when Hill caught a
-.huﬂ r‘“ ﬁ'l'“ &k’\ %"h
with most of the Dallas de
fense playing near the goal
ine. With three blockers in
front, Hill motored around

{

SAVE UP TO *250

FREE BOX

Orlando Scandnck at the 2
cut behind two blocks from
Demarcus Robmson inside
the 10 and ssidestepped line
backer Anthony Hnchens o
fimsh the stunming TD
He's as special & guy as

| Ve ever seen In person.
said Jets special teams co
ordinator Brant Boyer, who
worked out Hill before last
vear's drafl. “There 15 not
a guy with more juice than
that guy. He's a special, spe
cual athiete and has burst, his
accelerahon, s pahence, he
has it all ”

Agnew, a fifth-round prck,
15 the only player with two
returns for touchdowns this
season  both on punts
He got the other first-place
vole and had 6K pomnts o
Switzer's 60

The rookse from San Dy
cgo leads the league in punt
return average (16,8 yvards)
longest runback (X8 yards)
and touchdowns (two), so
he s an casy pick, Wilner
wrote of Agnew. “Hesides,
with the lack of kickofY re
tums, guys who field punts
should get pnonity.”

Switzer finished a some
what surpnsing third consid
ermng he hadn 't done much
before retuming a punt K1
yards for a touchdown two
weeks ago. It was a prvotal
moment in 2 win over NF(
Fast rval Washmgton
because it gave quarterback
Dak Prescott enough time
0 get the swelling down on
A hand gy 202 notl miss

any sNaps

: il
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Denver Broncos still
juggling quarterbacks
during lost season

By Arnie Stapleton
Associated Press

ENGLEWOOD, Calo.
Vance Joseph's rookie

season in Denver has been
full of losses, laments and

Joseph saxd Fnday that
Trevor Siemian's season
1s over, ndicated Brock
Osweiler's starting days also
might be fimshed and hinted
Paxton Lynch could start at
Wulllr‘lm next wui

Siemian was

mwm mﬂm

wl\ut(hwellﬂ

mmcoidmdwtod
a 25-13 comeback over the
Colts with a touchdown run
and two TD passes while
completing |12 of 17 throws
for 194 yards

That didn 't necessanly
camn ham the starting job for
the Broncos (5-9) down the
stretch, however

“I"'m not sure. We've got
two healthy guys there,”
Joseph sard when asked

| of Oswetler would start st

l

| Washington on Chnstrmas

Eve. “We're going to have
a staff meeting on Monday

morming and see who's best
for us. Paxton being a young
guy, we want to see him
play more, so that part will
have some beanng there. So
we'll see.

“Brock played really
well last mght. He made
some big-time throws and
his leadership showed. He

played with great poise and
he took care of the football

That's going to be a long

visit Washington (4-10) next
week

Al the very least, he could
share snaps with Oswetler

hike in the preseason

Joseph acknow ledged a
sort of double standard at
quarterback with Lynch,
who's been a mayor disap-
pomntment ever since general
manager John Elway moved
up 10 sclect lum in the first
round of the 2016 NFI
draft

Joseph has been saying
that despite Denver s dive,
it's still more important to
win games now than to fo-
cus on gething a better draf!
posihon in 2018
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Smooth on

By Paul Newberry

Associated Press

B COMMENTARY

Derek Jeter, The Player,
ghded through two decades
in the Big Apple. His cha-
rnsma made it all look so
cflortiess, a beloved figure
who could seemingly do
no wrong, even in the
media cauldron that 1s New
York City

Which makes Derek
Jeter, The Baseball Execu-
tive, all the more baffling

How has a guy who
rarely took a wrong step
during his long career
as the Yankees shortstop
and captain managed to
become Public Enemy No
| South Flonda i just a
few short months’

Now, this 1sn’t one of
those prling-on diatnibes
against Jeter for overseeing
the latest hire sale by the
Miami Marlins

Frankly, he had no real
options beyond dumping
MVP slugger Cnancario
Stanton and the worst
contract in sports history
on his former team . Jeter
would pﬂlhlhljr serve
his new team well in the
long run by unloading a
few more top-of-the-line
players. (Chnstian Yelich,
anyone”)

What s more surpnsing
1s how quickly Jeter has
ahenated those he desper
ately needs to win over
while he puts the Marlins
through a few more excru
Crating seasons of starting
from scratch

Namely, the ever-dwin
dhing Marlins fans base

Jeter has made one pub
hic-relations misstep afler
another since taking over
s C EO in October, when
a $1 .2 ihon sale from
Jeffrey Lona 10 the Bruce
Sherman-led partnership
Was appros ed

Since a 20-minute
introductory news confer
ence, Jeter has essentially
declared the Mam media

Pete Rose
defamation
lawsuit
dismissed after
agreement

f svem iated re ey

PHILADELPHIA A
defamaton lawsut hied by
Pete Rose last year aganst
the lawyer who got hum
kicked out of baseball was
dismissed Fnday, federal
court documents show

Rose sasd in the lawsul
that John Dowd damaged
his reputation and endorse
ment deals during a July
2015 mterview on an AM
radho statron 1n Pennsylva-
nia where he accused Rose
of “statutory rape. Rose's
lawyers said he “never did
any such thing”

On Fndly.‘nvrn for
both sides saxd the partes
had reached an agreement

“Pete Rose John
Dowd have agreed, based
on mutual consideration, to
the dismissal with
dice of Mr. Rose 's lawsunt
agamnst Mr. Dowd. | am
not permitted to comment
further regarding the resolu-
non of the mater, Dowd’s
lawyer, David C. Tobin,
sard in an emailed state-
ment

Rose's lawyer, Martin
Carbus, said by phone Fn-
day he could not comment
turther

The lawsuit stated Dowd
sard during the radvo
pearance on W{'HF.HK!
in West Chester that Rose
associate Michael Bertolim
told ITvestigators he “man
young girls” 1o Rose dur-

2l L e

ing when she was 1dor |5
vears old

Rose acknowledged m
A statement |
that that he dvd have a

with the wom

an, but he saxd 1t staned
when she was 16, the age
of consest m Ohwo. He also
states pever had sex -
outside . His lawyer
had savd the woman ‘s
clarms were unvenified

a®)4h

the field, Jeter struggles in fro

John Raouw/AP File Photo

Derek Jeter chwel executive officer and part owner of the Marm Mariina lalks with members of the media at the annual basebal
general managers meetings. Nov 15 in Orando, Fla Jeter the player. spent two decades in the Big Apple Suave. sophisticated and
charming. he made it all look so efforfiess. a beloved figure who could seemingly do no wrong. even n the media cauldron that 1s New
York City. whwch makes Derek Jeter the baseball executive all the more baffing

0 be persona non grata. He
did a fuff imerview with
the team’'s flagship radio
station and a hastily called
teleconference duning the
winter mectings this week
after dealing Stanton 1o the
Yankees

That's ot

“One thing that has
been consistent with me
throughout my career s |
do not operate through the
media.” Jeter smd on that
call

Problem 15, he needs
the media to get out the
message he's trying 1o sell
to Marlins fans, who are so
jaded at this point that the
damage may be irrepa
rable

If nothing clse, Jeter (or
inyone not named Lona,

for that matter) should ve
enjoyed a bit of honey
moon, even if it was his
intent to dismantle the
rosier once agamn

All he had 10 do was
make himself accessible.
turn on the charm and let
everyone know he was in
thes for the long haul. All
he had 10 do was make it
clear that he wasn't Lona
Lite, runming the Marlins
ke a cash machine for s
personal account

here would 've been
grumbles, for sure, but
Jeter could ve pointed 1o
the World Senes champion
Houston Astros as his
iemplate, a franchise that
bottomed out no so long
ago with three straight
L ()-loss seasons but

always with the intent of
rebuitlding the farm system
and sething up something
the Marlins have never had
in their quarter-century

of existence  long-term
SUCCESS

“If you want 1o be sus-
tamnable as an orgamzation
you have to be good from
op 10 bottom,” Jeter smd,
again from that conference
call. “We re gowng 1o invest
n building this organiza-
ton the nght way so we
can year 1n and vear out
compete.

But those sage words
have been drowned out by
Jeter s blunders, from mak
ing only a handful of pub-
¢ appearances to skipping
out on attending the winter
meetings  even though

Angels grab All-Star Zack Cozart

with $3

By Greg Beacham

4 v vom o] Press

ANAHEIM, Cald Af
ter spending s entire career
at shortstop i Cincinnaty,
Jack Cozant was wil
0 switch posithions for
chance o jomn the Los Ange-
les Angels' promusing hineup

Cozart was even willing o
switch twice

The All-Star inficider

. agreed 10 a $38 million,

. Angels on Friday, also agree-
ing 1o play third base i an

| suddenly packed with

 veteran talent

“It's just going o be a fun
team 10 be around,” Cozant

- sard. “(Left fHelder Justin)
Upton s alreadv texting me
From what | hear about the

| clubhouse, it scems ke it's

. my of \eam, a bunch of

grinder guys that want
| 10 get afler it and win"

- Cozant gets $1 1,666,666

| mext season and $1 3,666,667
in each of the final two years

- of the deal

| With Gold Glove winner

 Andrelon Stmmons already

| o general
e Bl ppler e
nally was interested in

mg Cozan to play

base The free agent said he
was amenable 10 that move,

wur;:'_d
10 swing a o |
-ar:-'dL_In |
from Detrost on Wednesday
The mamtamed
thew of Comart, but
now to be therr thard base-
man.
“He said, “If this is going
mhp- mto Octo-
ber, | for ™
recalied. “That rigv
made me feel extremely
e s
rght player from an abal
ity standpomt, but we got the
nght player from a character

standpomt
Cozart has already spoken
with retired third haseman
Ernc Chavez, who now works
for the and he plans
o consult \Carmamate
Scoft Rolen about moving o
the hot comer
“1"ve been on some bad
| temms lntely,” Commrt said
of the Reds, who have lost

e A e e

' out
ested, that was one of the big

[ 08 Angeles

8M, 3-year deal

left field and ot second base
Eppler has filled both spots

impressively by for
Kimsler after retaning
last

wason Upton
month a $106 milhon,

five- yrar deal

Lasts Valbuena and CJ.
Cron could play first base
when Pujols 1s as the
designated hetter, but 1t's oo
earty 10 tell whether cither
will be with the chub when o

reports 10 spring traming m
February.

Cosart's ity also

will be important (f the
move 10 a six-man
rotation 10 benefit (htam

who s used 1o pitching once
week That means one
hl\ﬂ.:'h -~
& posrhon

and Corant could be a

at hoth muddie nfickd

“W we do go 10 & sin-

udﬂ 13 .
B

they were being held in
the same state. Instead,
Jeter was spotted Monday
night in a luxury box at the
Dolphins NFL game. He's
also turned up m Miami at
an NBA game, where he
was booed when shown on
the video board

Of course, the Marlins
were a damaged product
long before Jeter armived

s 15 a franchise that
followed up two World
Senes titles by immed)
ately breaking up the team.
and tore up s roster a
third ime after Lona got
a new publicly funded
stadium. They Il have 1o
do it agan largely because
Major League Baseball

approved an overpnced
sale to a group that had to

nt office

scrape together every spare
milhion just to meet Lona’s

ludicrous asking price.
The Marlins would've

been far better served be-

ing sold to someone like

Dolphins owner Stephen
Ross, who has much

deeper pockets and was
interested until he saw the
asking price. Ross likely
would've been willing to
pay something along the
line of $900 million for
the tamished franchise.
but Lona wanted 1o bleed
every last dollar out of
South Flonda on his way
out the door.

As a parting gift, Lona
lefl the new owners with
Stanton ‘s ludicrous con-
tract — a $325 million
boondoggle that could
run until 2025, when he
would be 38 years old, and
includes a full no-trade
clause. There were only a
handful of teams will-
ing to take on a deal that
still must pay out at least
$295 milhon 1o an injury
plagued slugger. and the
list was shortened even
more when Stanton vetoed
a couple of polential
suiltors

The Yankees were really
the only option

Jeter has dealt two
more All-Stars as well,
outfielder Marcell Ozuna
and second baseman Dee
Crordon , and he's surely
not done. Second baseman
Starlin Castro, acquired in
the Stanton deal, probably
won't be around for long
And if Jeter really wants to
go all m on this rebuilding
project, he |l do his best to
deal Yelich, who's got an
attractive contract (at lcast
four more years at $44.5
milhon) and would hkely
bring a huge bounty of
prospects

And while he's at i,
Jeter needs o work on hus
PR skills

No one could ve seen
that one coming

Phillies, 1B Santana agree

to $60M, 3-year deal

By Rob Masddi
Associated Prexs

PHILADELPHIA
(‘arlos Santana 1s bn

started as a catcher in 2010
and shifted to first base in
2018,

Santana, who has a 249
carcer hatting average and
44¢ INg percentage.,
- 1o play first base

Rhys Hoskins m
lef fiekd, giving the Phillies
a surplus of outfielders to
use as trade bast for starting
Galvis was a finalist fir
a Gold Glove the past two
scasons and hit a career-best
20 homers in 2016, He was
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FI1FA suspends Brazilian soccer
president Marco Polo del Nero

By Stephen Wade and
Mauricio Savarese
A ssociarted Press

RIO DE JANEIRO
Marco Polo del Nero was

suspended as presadent of
Branl's soccer confeder-
hon on Fnday, two years
after he was indicted in the
United States on charges of
wire fraud conspiracy and
money laundernng con-
Spiracy

FIFA saud Del Nero was
under an ethics investhiga-
tion and has been banned

for 90 days from all socces
achivibes

el Nero fled Zunch in
May 2015 when other FIFA

colleagues were arrested
'hey included Jose Mana

Marnn. who was at the ime

the head of the Brazihan
confederation, known as the
C BF. Marn and two other
South Amencan soccer
officials have been on tnal
m New York. Del Nero was
mdicted on Dec. 2. 2015
“As many Branhans that
love soccer, my hope s that
he 15 banned for good.” soc
cer great Romano — now a
Hrazihan federal senator
wrote on s Facebook page
“Del Nero has already had
his crimes exposed along
with those of other crooks

like Jose Mana Mann, who
s m jarl in the United States.,
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Felipe Dana/AP File Photo

Brazian Football Confederstion President Marco Polo del Nero
istens o questions during a press conference on 2015 n Rio de
Janeiro, Brazd FIFA announced Friday the provisional suspen-
sion of Polo del Nero, while he is under iInvestigation for cormup

hon

and (former CBF president)
Ricardo Teixerra who is stll
on the loose in Brazil. They
all used CBF 10 get illegally
nch”

Del Nero's lawyers sad in
a statement that he 18 going

o appeal FIFA's suspension
They insisted there was no
evidence agamst him

The attorneys labelled
the ethics commutice

report “funny investiga-
tive speculations.” They
argued Del Nero took office
as CBF presadent in 201 5
and should not be inked
0 contracts from previous
admimistrabons

FIFA failed 10 ban Del
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Nero until Fnday. FIFA
Preswdent Gianm Infantino

has been guestioned about

him in recent days
Infantino was photo-

graphed at last year's Olym-
pics recerving a Brazhan
soccer shirt from Del Nero,
and reporters questioned
him about Del Nero at the
World Cup draw this month
n Moscow

“So whatever comes out
of these tnals, we will deal
with i,

ethics committees, disciphn-
ary committces. They will
deal with these queshons
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JUST ASK TONY!

" Infantino said of the |
U.S. mvestigation. “We have |
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Former on-air personality says
ESPN was hostile workplace

ESPN after complamning that anchor
John Buccigross had sent her unsolicited

dssociated Press

BRISTOL, Conn

hostile work environment

Adnenne Lawrence made the accusa-
tion m a tweet Fnday afier ESPN pub-
lished a fnendly text message exchange
betwveen her and an anchor she had ac-

cused of misconduct

Lazvrence, who served a fellowship at
ESPN, filed a complaint this summer with
the Connecticut Commussion on Human

Rights and Opportunities

he alleges, among other things, that
| she was not offered a permanent job at

A former ESPN
lity 1s accusing the network of try-

mknc: her and other women who

assert they were subjected to a sexually

shirtiess photos and used nappropnate
nicknames for her

Those accusations and others were
detailed Thursday by the Boston Globe

Buccigross said in a statement to the

newspaper that he considered her a fnend
and was sorry if he offended her.

The network says it investigated
LLawrence's complaints and found them
without ment

The Globe says Lawrence asked the
Connecticut commission 10 withdraw her

complaint so she could pursue a lawsunt

CASC

mstead No lawsuits have been filed in the
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Swe OgrochiAssocieted Press

Oklahoma tight end Mark Andrews (81) celebrates a touchdown in the second quarter of an NCAA football game against West Virginia,

Nov. 25, in Norman, Okla.

Another bowl season, more debate about the CFP

¢ saw this coming
I he four-team (ollege
Football Playofl 1s in iis fourth

wason and there 1s already a sizeable
crowd that wants to see the field expanded
o cight

I'he most heated debate for one of the
coveted four spots might have occurred
this scason when Alabama (11-1), whach
didn’t make the SEC title game, was re
warded the last playoff berth over Big Ten
champon Oho State (11-2)

Not only did the Buckeyes have the
conference champion distinction, a
coveted achievement in college football
for the longest time, but their schedule
was perceived 1o be tougher than Bama's
with two wins against opponents that were
ranked i the top four at the time

In the end, OSU couldn t get over the
stigma of a 1l -pomt loss 1o a 7-5 lowa

Texms AAM Commaercs quanerback Luls Perez (12) hrows under pressurs rom Harding defender Shadnck Robinson during sn NCAA

CHRIS
HADORN

¢ haadorma mrt com

team, while the Crimson Twde seniors
have lost a combined five games by a total
of 15 pomnts since 2014

Ultimately, the selecthion committee
beheved Alabama was a better team than
(Yo State, and would give defending
champion Clemson a tougher challenge.
s0 let’s hope they are nght for entertain
ment purposes

| hke the current format at four, and
firmly beheve that no matter the number

Drvision Il ootball game Saturdaey Dec 9 n Commerce. Texas

West Florida faces TAMU-Commerce for D-11 title

By Dave Skretia
Associated Press

KANSASCITY. K
recruits 1o West Florida on a picturesque
short swim from Pensacola Bay

ity to bunld mg memorable

le dvdn 't sell them on the single-wide tratlers for

locker rooms.

“lhllﬁn'drluﬂtﬂﬂ“l."m

mck recalled this *No no coaches And | just

started Our guys a new locker room and

3“ January , but then there really
- We sold the

"

Pete Shinmech sold the first
campus
“an ambmtous vision and the

hl&ﬂmﬂ”Tmu mn-:
for a school founded in the | 960x, plays
its home games m a minor league baseball stadium and 1«
better known for men ‘s tennis and women ‘s soccer

year without
football. That was one of the

my lhife,” sasd Shinnick, who also

when it returned from a five decade
coach

for the national

L. Hard 10 imagine

“We went one

Pembroke
histus. “As a -
o fisll, but that fall | did.

university and we sold the experience ™

That was a mere four years ago.

six, eight, 12, 16  there will always be
cntics complaming about a team that was
snubbed

Here s a look at the upcoming semifinal
matchups and bow| games of note

Rose Bowl: No. 2 Oklahoma (12-1) va
No. 3 Georgla (12-1), 4 p.m_ Jan. |

This is a classic Big 12 vs. SEC
matchup. OU s the epitome of the high
octane offenses that hitter the Big |12, av
eraging 553 3 1otal yards and 44.9 points
per game . Georgia, on the underhand, is
stingy on defense (270.9 wotal yards/game)
and leans on s run (2635 rush yards
game). That's SEC -style football 10 a 1

The Sooners have a reputation for not
being a big game team in January since
their 2000 national title, but Hetsman Tro
phy recipient Baker Mayfield and their of
fensive ﬁrleﬂ will get them through to
the Jan. K championship game m Atlanta

Prediction: OU M, Georgia 127

Sugar Bewl: No. | Clemson (12-1) v
No. 4 Alabama (11-1), 7:45S p.m., Jan. |

These two teams are formulating one
of all-time non-conference nvalnes with
therr third straight meeting in the play
offs. Although it"s hard 1o pick against
I'de coach Nick Saban with a month 10
prepare, Clemson’'s vaunted defensive hine
15 & iorce 10 be reckon with and | foresee
that Tiger front four making a game
changing play

Prediction: Clemson 20, Alabama 17

Birmi Bowl: Texas Tech (6-6)
ve. South (%211 am, Dec. 23

Afler missing a2 bow!l in 2016, the Red
Rawders appear 10 be genuinely happy 1o
be spending the holidays in “The Magx
City ™, so | expect outgoing semor QB N

Please see BOWILS 21

Mount Union
beats Mary
Hardin-Baylor

12-0 for D-III title

SALEM. Va

By Hank Kurz Jr.

{svociated Press

D’ Angelo Fulford hi

Justin Hill for a 42-yard touchdown pass early
n the fourth quarter and Mount Union won its
| 3th Division 111 football national champion

John Mark on/Assoc isted Press

ng or playing
of
the North

don’t have much time in the
we started, we felt we had a2

Please see DIV2C

ship with a | 20 victory

pron Mary Hardin- Baylor on Fnday night
The Purple Raiders (1 5-0) hmited mn

Hardin-Baylor to lﬁm. Moumt Umon led

pust 3-0 untsl Fulford }

defensive backs Reginald Cole and JefYer-

son Fritz. It was the S0th of the
mhmm‘mliiﬂ.:m
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REPORTER-TELEGRAM FOOTBALL PREDICTIONS

College Bowl Picks

College

CFP vs Okishoma
CFP, Alabama v Clemson

Birmingham Bowl, Texas Tech vs South Flonda

Texas Bowl, Texas vs. Missoun
Alamc Bowl, Standiord va. TCU

Belk Bow!. Wake Fores’ va Texas AAM

amping World Bowl, Virginia Tech va_ Okiahoma State

Bowi Notre Dame LSU
-Fil-A Paach Bowl
Bowl, Michigan

Liberty Bowl, lowa Siate v Memphus
Cactus Bowl. Kansas State va UCLA

Ve
UCF va_ Aubum
ves South Carolna
Festa Bowl Washington vs  Penn Siate
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From I(

great university, a great town, and we were
looking for the nght mix of young men
We set igh expectathons for them, talked
about how good we could be

'he Argnoauts spent the 201 5 season
practicing and playing agamst each other
then plaved thewr inaugural game last vear
hey wound up winming five games, beat
mg No 16 Flonda Tech along the way

Ihey were 7-1 this season to qualify for
the playoffs, but even then were consid
ered a longshot 10 advance But they upset
No. 16 Wingate in the opening round,
beat West Georgia and West Alabama the
next two weeks, then toppled the heavily
favored Cnmson Hawks on the road

hat earned them a tnp 1o Sporting Park
in Kansas City for the natonal title game

“People want to know what the formula
s and all that,” sasd Shinnick, who spent
time earlier in his career on stafls at Arkan
s, Clemson and Oregon State

“I yust have great coaches and great play
ers We have developed a culture that we
want and guys are buying m and trusting
cach other ™

The Argonauts are only half of what

makes this year s titlie game so improbable

lexas A&M-Commerce has a proud
tradithion but had fallen on hard times by
20113, when Colby Carthel took over on the
heels of back-to-back |-9 seasons. The for
mer West Texas A&M defensive coordma
tor quickly butlt a winming culture at the
s hool situated northeast of the Dallas- Fort
Worth Metroplex

Texas A&M-Commerce retumed to the
playoffs two years ago, reached the second
round last year and survived a double-over
time quarterfinal agamst Central Washing
ton to reach this year's title game

“We kind of started off asking every
body 1o believe in the vision,” Carthel sand
“This semior class 1s leaving here as the all-
time winningest class  there's been seven
or eight of them that signed on when we
were maybe the worst team in the country
ey behieve i the vision

‘We talked about taking over the Lone
Star Conference. We did that. The past year
or so, we lalked about taking this ram
to the national level,” Carthel smd. “We
never said we'd win a national title but we
sard we d be competing for one year-in and
year-out, and that's where we are today ™

Even though the programs are relative
newcomers 10 the national stage, they fea
ture All-Amencan talent on opposite sides
of the ball

Bowis

From 1C

Shimonek and company
0 give an inspired effon
1o fimish with a winning
mark. USF, coached by
Fexas Tech's old Big
| 2 foe Charhe Strong,
has a capable dual-threat
quarterback with Quinton
Flowers

he Texas Tech defense
rolls mto this matchup
coming off a four turmn
aover performance agamst
rival Texas, and it must be
thrilled that its architect,
defensive coordinator
David Gibbs just commit-
ted to the program through
2019 after receiving over-
tures from Anzona State

The Red Raiders, who
won at historic Legion
Field in the 1989 All
Amenican Bowl, will get
good performances on
both sides of the ball and
prevail

Prediction: Texas Tech
31, South Florida I8

Texns Bowl: Team
(6-6) va. Missouri (7-5). 8
p.m., Dec. 27

Thel will be
without -bound lefl
tackle Connor Williams,
safety DeShon Ellon
and cornerback Holton
Hill and also running
back Chris Warren, who
has opted to transfer. U1

p.m., Dec. I8

Both teams missed
New Year's Six bads after
respective losses in thewr
conference title games
The matchup to watch
will be TCU s stout rush
defense agamst Stanford
RB Bryce Love, a Hens
man finalist

Prediction: TCU 17,
Stanford 1)

Belk Bowl: Texms
AEM (7-5) vs. Wake
Forest (7-5), noon, Dec.
19

The Aggies will be in an
odd predicament, playing
out the Kevin Sumiin era
under mterim head coach
Jeff Banks, but knowing
that this game is incon
sequential with Jimbo
Fisher set t0 take over the
reins of the program. On
paper, this is a game ARM
should win, but the Demon
Deacons will be playing
m thetr home state and are
probably more thrilled to
be here

Prediction: Wake For-
oot 35, Texms AEM 17

Cotton Bowl: USC (1)
1) va. Ohle State (11-2),
7:30 pm., Dec. 29

The good news is that
the Lone Star State’s most
revered bow| game will
host the best non-playofY
matchup The bad news
this game should be played
m Pisadena on New
Year's Day, but that's just
the football punst
n me talkng

Prediction: Ohlo State
M USCH

Follow
on Twitter: ¥
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NEW ORLEANS BOWL CAPSULE

TROY SEEXS 11TH WiN VS NORTH TEXAS
IN NEW ORLEANS BOWL

New Orisans Bowt North Toxas (9.4) va Troy
(Y0-2). 12pm ET, ESPN

LU Troy by 6 12

Series Record Troy leads A 0

WHAT'S AT STAKE
Troy. which won the Sun Balt Conference
seeks an 11 -wclory season for the first ime
since the Troans moved from the Footbal
Champonship Subdivision (formerty |-AA) 10
the Football Row! Subdivision n 2001 Tory
als0 seeks ds fourth victory i seven bow! ap

I Dearanc,.’ North Texss seeks s thed 'ﬁ.‘h'f

n e bow! appaarances as wel as s second
New Orieans Bowl crown
KEY MATCHUP

UNT QOB Mason Fine, who set school records
with 3 748 yards axd 28 TDa passing. agains!
a play-making Troy defense that rached up 36
sacks and 15 merceptions thes saason while
aliowwng fewer than 20 points per game

PLAYERS TO WA ICH

North Texas: Lisied at 5-fool-10, 180
pounds. Fine is defying criics who ve held s
relatvely amall siature agans! hwm In only hes
sophomore season. Fine broke a sngle season
school passing record that stood snce 1 994
and was named Conderence USA offensive
player of the year He s on pace o inigh the
season with more than 4 000 yards passng

Troy Troy DB and KR Marcus Jores was

named Sun Belt reanman of the year after
retuming hree kickofs and an niarcephon for
louchadowns
FACTS & FIGURES

North Texas appeared n the first four New
Orteans Bowls from 2001-2004 but won only
one of those games  defeating Cincinnat n
2002 The Mean Green s n s second
siraight bow! game  having lost Army in the
Heaart of Dallas Bow! last season North
Texas set recoros tha season for ponis with
467 (35 9 points per game ) and lotsl yards
with 6 071 (487 per gama) . North Texas
scored 30-plus posris rene mes Mes seasOn

Troy has won 20 games during the pas!
wo seasons a school best for a two-ssason
span Troy s Neal Brown was named Sun
Belt Conference coach of the year Troy s
defense has not alowed » single play as long
as 50 yards thes season QOB Brandon
Sévers ranks sacond n Trogans hstory with
10.379 yards passing and third with 87 TDs
RB Jordan Chunn could make Sun Bell Mstory
with hwo more louchdowrs whech would grve
wm & conderence record 49 m s caresr Tha
season. he has scored 10 TDs and averaged
about § yarda per carry

| FAU, Navy, Miami and Memphis

prep for home bowl games

By Tim
Reynolds

dsxvociated Press

BOCA RATON, Fla
Sometime late Fn-
day aflernoon, Flonda
Atlantic will load up its
luggage and head south to
the | that will house
the Conference USA

champions for their bowl-
game preparations
It'N be a 4-mile drive
The comforts of home
awaitl the Owls this week-

end as they ready to

ay in the Boca Raton
1, and they're hardly
the only team in Amenica

that won't be seeing o
ncw part of the country
as part of the postscason

we 're honored because
we're going to the best
bow! that there is for our
conference

The Boca Raton Bowl
is Tuesday, the first of the
four de facto home games
for some tcams in this
postscason

Navy is remaming n
Annapolis, Maryland,
for s bowl, the Dec. 2R
Military Bowl against
Virgimia Miami 1s headed
to the Orange Bowl on
Dec. 3O, where Wisconsin
awaits. And M TR
ofY to the Liberty 1
sct to meet lowa State on

for the last decade or so,
though now falls ixto

the AAC mix - and

the Military Bow!| was
thrilled to pit the Midship-
men inst the Cavaliers,

given the campuscs
arc roughly 150 r::f:l
apart

Miami ended a decade-
long bowl-victory drought
last season, rose to No.
in the national rankings
this scason before drop-
ping its final two games

has reveled in how

out of CFP contention
with losses to Pittsburgh
and Clemson, but one
last night st Hard Rock
Stadium s more than a
jion prize for their

“It's going 10 be some-
& home game for

us.” conch Mark Richt

“IiHMMM' m
nomenal all year long. It's
been one of the best turmn-
outs of fans, n
the history E".‘w
we arc home, in our home

, ' We know we're
a chance 1o

miles to Frisco, Texas, for
its game, Wake Forest s
going 80 miles to Char-
lotte, and Texas coach
Tom Herman is going
back to Houston  hus
former home

“1 think it's neat,” Her-
man said. “It's a city that
my family and myself
have called home on a
couple of different occa-
sions, st Rice (and) at the
University of Houston
It is a city that | have a lot
of friends and people that
| know back there, and
I"'m excited to bring our
tcam out to Houston to
play in fromt of them.”

last time Wake
Forest went to Charlotte
for a bow! game, the
Demon Deacons brought
30,000 fans.

“We expect that number
to increase,” athletic di-
rector Ron Wellman smd.

Miami isn't staying at
“home,” per se.

The Hurricanes are

to a reson in Bro-

n and Akron both know
they 're ing road




level of income.
Counseling emphasizes
432.570. 1084
SENIOR LINK
BiLAaND

Providing counsciing ‘or
those 1n need. for chuldren
and adults, regardiess of
“Change the Path of » Met'y Lile
4206 W. Loop 250
- Midiand, TX 79707
Y oy e

support and healing of
individuals and families
3701 Andrews Hw

Midland, Texas 797013

|Centers
for children & families
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MIDLAND REPORTER-TE SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2017

TODAY'S COMICS SPONSORED BY

e o it e LAPRINAL
Then he hired Hartman to roof it!!! OOFING 2™

432-522-1117 All Types of Roof and Roof repair ® Free Estimates 35000000 this ad. and receive $300.00

QUALITY, INTEGRITY, EXPERIENCE Commercial ® Residential off a full roofing job or $50.00 off any
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!"! www.HartmanRoofing.com repair of $200.00 or more

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE
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Complete the grid
S0 each row, column
and 3-by-J box
(in bokd borders)
I o 8. For siralegies
on how o0 soive
Sudoku. visil www.
sudoku.otg. uk

SOLUTION TO
FRIDAY'S PUZZLE
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Moyt and Jeff Knurek

NIV IBINE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one lefter o each square,
o form four ordinary words

2017 Tibune Content Agency, LLC 5
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Check out the rew "ree JUST

THE PAINTING OF
THE MOONSHINER'S
EQUIPMENT WAS A ——-

: Jumbles: GLOAT
Yesterdays | Answer Afer acing the maih test, her parents asked
how she did, and she answered — ALL RIGHT

56 Could

| 58 Hazzard County By Peter Weats

DAILY CROSSWORD

Edited By Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

ACROSS 50 “Is it safe 1o 29 FadExCup 46 One may be
1 Overwhelming ak? PeRp’ aducated
place for many 60 Calls the game 30 Subject of the 48 Westem
country folk 61 Plot markers blography Wyoming county
11 Once-a-week “Stormy Weather” 49 Revolutionary
mantra 31 Notwithstanding diplomat Silas
15 Early second- 2 "Big deal” 50 Opening stakes
3Sletoutioratime 530hmah I
37 Jazz o 56 “Uniikely™
highlight 57 Banded
5 Businass issue o

- nistory 44 Ordinary people wRar
museum objects  ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Pediadinnr0 GRE000E WED

oa [ALJO[EJRLIOILICIA[S[YWIAIN

wlalo[aM[A[e[u[T]T[e[AJE[G]c

QOUGEE ONONUGEE

STALT (€[OS 1E WL T[E | ALY
HEOODD 0OEOE00

DOE 08E QEE000GE0

OEE  GUOERD  GoO

UEEOE00E NED GO0

UlPIATIAEIEMNIO[CILIUE

EOOOD GO0 HONOO
o[E[S[Plo[TISPMPILAIC]E

BEE [REOBNODEEEN

GO0 GEOOEEE D000

NE0 DG0OUGEE OUGH

W

DOWN
| Strained, 0.
2 Large mass
3 Modem box fller
4 Went back and

forth

overure 10

RN addadaadad dudil
woumore [T TTTT T T
NI NEEEE JEEE
aliiEE JENE JENEE
JENNdE JEJENEEE
~ dEN JEEE JE5
dddiN JENEE JEE
JENENJE JENJEEE
N JENdE JEEEE
JEE JEEE 4NN

JENJENEE JENddd
JEEEE JEdE JEEE
JENE JENENJEEEE
JENE JENEEEEEEE
jiEE JENEEEEEEE

12nen7

38 iron-
39 Era. perhaps
41 Pace for a pin

42 Opening
43 Facts and

figures
44 Physical pros
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52 They have smal
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54 Uniike narralors,

usualy
55 Duty-

deputy (12017 Tribene ( ontent Agency, [ LI
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“The Best of Wuzzies”™ (34 00), “More of the
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MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2017

LINCOLN
.

42060 W. WALL - MIDLAND, TX » 432-694-8801

NOW $17,995/ | NOWs28 995 || NOW$S20 995 || NOW${4 995

2016 Ford 2017 Ford 2017 Ford 2016 Toyota

Fusion Explorer Escape Corolla
8,078 Miles 445 Miles 28,059 Miles 34,242 Miles
Stk# 17318601 Stk# 17312441 Stk# 1740066 Stk# 1740072

-c.‘v‘r

Was-=22,005 Was=22,885 Was-66,085 Was—=54,880.

NOW$20,995 NOWS20,995 NOWS51,995 NOW$49,995

2017 Nissan 2017 Nissan 2015 Ford 2015 Ford

Altima Altima F-350 F-250

33.436 Miles 33,436 Miles 34,183 Miles 37,994 Miles
Stk# 1740071 Stk# 1740071 Stk# 17304241 Stk# 17312801

ol o iy vy

NOWS29,995 NOWS27,995 NOWS27,995 NOWS59,995

2013 Ford 2015 Ford 2015 Ford 2017 Dodgo

Expedition Mustang GT Mustang GT Ram 2500
62,754 Miles 37,039 Miles 35,949 Miles 11,161 Miles
Stk# 17304742 Stk# 17314351 Stk# 17301321 Stk# 17318861

NOWS29 995 NOWS$45,995 NOWS23,995 Now${2,995
2014 Ford 2015 Ford 2017 Chevrolet 2016 Ford

F-150 F-250 Impala Focus
65,981 Miles - 67,039 Miles 22,173 Miles 45,394 Miles
Stk# 17314353 Stk# 17309691 Stk# 1740052 Stik# 1740068

A
MIDLAND C L ’ D PROUD
W . . a4 .
I i g - £
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| - F '.".
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Enjoy growing with WeIIDog In a dynamic

WEl.l.DOG workplace. Entrepreneurial and driven
team environment

Location: Midland, TX

WellDog is a fast-growing energy services company, with headquarters in Laramie, Wyoming and offices in Denver
and Midland. The company also has operations in Australia and China. We are recruiting for the following three
positions in the Midland, TX area:

Sales Manager: A highly motivated sales manager to drive growth in the Permian Basin.
* Minimum 10 years of proven sales experience in the oil and gas industry.
* Experience in Completions, Production and/or Geoscience preferred
e Excellent communication skills are required.
* Highly motived and energetic

Sales Engineer: An experienced engineer with a desire to support technical sales in the Permian Basin.

* 5-10 years of cperational experience with a willingness to learn sales, or 5 years technical sales in the oil and
gas industry is required

* Experience in Completions, Production and/or Geoscience preferred

 Excellent communication skills

* Ability to generate technical material to support sales and marketing is a plus

Field Technicians: From entry level to supervisory roles now open

* Entry level positions with 1-2 years of experience

* Supervisor position with 5+ years of experience

* Must have regard for the highest levels of safety

* Detail oriented and a desire to get the job done on time, on budget and without any safety issues.

All successful applicants will have demonstrated an ability to work and communicate as a team and pursue
WellDog's mission

We offer excellent compensation, career progression, and the opportunity to contribute to WellDog's continuing
success. 10 apply, e-mail your resume to careers@wellidog.com and reference the position for which you are applying.

WellDog is an equal opportunity employer

Clerical Associate | |
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Dream careers.
Offered here.

Take control and keep perspective. State Farm® agents grow a
business designed to help customers protect what's important to
them while making time to give back to their neighborhood. Make

a decision you can be proud of, and take your career to a better state
Be a State Farm agent. \/isit statefarm com careers foc

interested in learning more about becoming a State Farm agent?

o StateFarm
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Agri-Empresa Transportation, LLC

Agri-Empresa Transportation, LLC

EXPERIENCED HAZMAT
DRIVERS NEEDED

nmplete Benefi ackaae Ir Jes

Health-Dental-Vision Flex Spending Paid Vacations
Prescription Card Life Insurance 401K
Short/Long Term Disability

Contact: Gary Carlisle
6001 West Industrial Avenue
Midland, Texas 79706
(432) 694-0778

Agri-Empresa Transportation, LLC is an Equal Oportunity Employer

o
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Pursuant to the Decree and Order for
Partition by Public Sale entered In
Cause No. 7104 in the | | B t h District
Court in Martin County, Texas, the fol-
lowing property will be soild by public
auction

THE SURFACE ONLY OF SECTION 43,
BLOCK 37, TOWNSHIP 1 NORTH,
TEXAS & PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPA.-
NY SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 233,
MARTIN COUNTY, TEXAS, CONTAIN-
ING 64081 ACRES OF LAND, MORE
OR LESS

Such sale will be for cash, which may al-
s0 be in the form of certified funds. The
public auction will take place in front of
the northeast cormer of the Martin Coun-
ty Courthouse on the 2nd day of Janu-

ary, 2018 between the hours of 10:00 §

am and 10030 am
For information about

please contact Brent Preston at (8086)
470-0464

ik

Attention Re
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§] Nobce on Sale of Personal Property 1o J§

,ﬂ,'\

the property,

#@

® 4324826222

sabsly a landiorde ben for CASH OMNLY
Sale dele & January 11, 2018
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PRIME LAKEFRONT PROPERTY WITH OVER 200" OF LAKE FRONTAGE and million dollar views. Lots of trees with the lake
practically at your back door. This home features a bonus room on the 2nd floor which could be used as a fourth bedroom, game room
or home office. Kitchen has all black appliances beautifully accented by granite counter tops & a breakfast bar.  Priced at $475 000

i
CUSTOM BUILT RIVERFRONT HOME IN GATED COUNTRY CLUB sits high on a bluff & enjoys panoramic views of the Brazos

River. This property boasts 3 living areas cach with its own heat-pump HVAC system, 20 ft ceilings in front foyer, multi-step crown mold-
ing in every room, and a cook's kitchen. Great patio, great location, unlimited golf, enjoy the Brazos River. Priced at $449 900
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GOLF COURSE HOME IN PECAN PLANTATION enjoys beautiful green grass to look at with very little to maintain. Steel framed
garden home takes full advantage of the view of the course & pond and boasts a charming wrap around porch for outdoor living at its
finest. Luxurious master suite with his & her vanities & separate closets. This one is perfect! Priced at $329.000

Doors (inside & out) all new Graphite Kitchen Appliances, all new Cedar privacy fence with steel posts, new roof & gutters, new water
heater, exterior trim is freshly painted . Just across the street from riverfront park. Priced at $227 900
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MRT Homes Gallery

View The Homes Gallery on our website at mrt.com/homes
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KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY

MRT MEDIA CROUP, ANAME YOU TRUST.

.-;*-iml,x- extensive offering of o ' romo ‘ s that oy
a1 tTl.ﬁfLi-hHR arena. MR1 Media Group reaches over 11 0.000 readers t
nithhons.of consumers on thousands of web and social media sites anywher
in help you reach your target market right here at home easily and effectivel,
the premier media provider in the community. Let our team of éxperts work with you t.

 MARKETING

L
DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES

MRT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital promotional tools that produce measurable results
for today’s online marketing arena. We offer marketing solutions through digital channels such as search
engines, websites, social media, email, and mobile apps.

=

We don't sell advertising, we offer marketing solutions!

MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers and
engage with them to grow your business!

Contact us today 432-683-5311

MEARSTY corporation mrt*m $-- omm




