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MISD buys land for new elementary school

Following design phase, construction could begin in October 2013

By Meredith Moriak

mmoriak@mrt.com

Midland ISD’s newest elementary school will be built
west of the Scharbauver Sports Complex in the Beten-
bough Homes Legends Park subdivision.

Trustees unanimously approved the purchase of 11.538
acres of land for $567,398 during their regular meeting
Tuesday evening.

This land will be combined with an additional 4.309
acres that will be gifted to the school district by Beten-
bough Homes before Dec. 1, 2013, according to the
contract.

“This calls for two thumbs up and a big smile,” said

board Secretary Karen Fullen after the contract was
signed.

92,500-square-foot, 800-student elementary schools paid
for by a $163 million bond passed Nov. 6 by Midland
volers.

Betenbough'’s Legends Park development could have
more than 600 homes when complete.

What started as a 310-home development could poten-
tially more than double after the Planning and Zoning
Commission approved a zone change in September that
allows for the development of an additional 319 houses,
according to Reporter-Telegram archives.

MISD continues to negotiate a contract for the pur-
chase of land for a third elementary school, Warren said.
The superintendent added he’s hopeful a final contract
will be ready for board approval by the Jan. 22 meeting.

The district already owns the property in south Midland
where Bunche Elementary will be replaced.

year ago, Warren said. Because of that planning, MISD is
able to purchase the two necessary sites not long after the
bond election.
MISD will pay $222 722 for the land purchase and
$344,676 for the development, according to the contract.
MISD anticipates the design period for the three new
elementary schools will begin in January and take eight
months, with construction scheduled to begin in October.
Construction of all three schools is scheduled for comple-
tion in December 2014.

Warren said he does not anticipate discussions about
the naming of new campuses for about eight months.
Per board policy, passed at the Sept. 11 meeting, board
approval 1s required for naming of all campuses, des-
ignating school colors and the adoption of nicknames,
mascots, insignia and emblems.

This site will be home to one of MISD’s three new.

Aware of Midland’s tight real estate market, MISD

began exploring land for future school sites more than a
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Tyler White/Reporter-Telegram

Officials work at the scene of a rollover that killed a Midland man Tuesday evening. Anthony Shaw, 55, died at Midland Memorial Hospital from his

injuriés in a rollover crash that resulted in his vehicle landing on top of his body.

Midland man dies after
being crushed by SUV

By Tyler White

twhite@mrt.com

A Midland man died Tuesday night from injuries suffered in a roll-
over crash on Loop 250.

Anthony Shaw, 55, died at Midland Memorial Hospital from his
injuries in a rollover crash that resulted in his vehicle landing on top
of his body.

Midland police officers responded to the crash at about 5:45 p.m.
on Loop 250 near St. Nicholas Epi Church off Crestway Lane.
Officers found thé man under a white Explorer that had rolled on
top of him.

According to Sara Higgins, public information officer for the city,
Shaw had been traveling westbound in the exit lane of Loop 250 and
was planning to exit at Midland Drive when he encountered traffic
that was stopped and backed up onto the exit. Shaw was traveling too
fast to stop and swerved to avoid the line of cars, causing his Ford
Explorer to leave the roadway. Shaw over-corrected as he neared the
north service road and rolled his vehicle.

Shaw was not wearing his seat belt and was ejected from the ve-
hicle, which then landed on top of him, Higgins reported.

No other vehicles were involved in the accident. Officers at the
scene performed an accident reconstruction to better understand the
cause of the accident. Two dogs also were traveling in the vehicle,
which were not injured. Animal Control was contacted to pick up the
ammals, according to Higgins.

 Energy prices

W Futures $85.79 » $0.23

wn $8225 » $0.50

1 W i $71.50 » $0.50
‘ $3.412 ¥ 0088

: | $3.225 v S0004

Weather
5133

forecast on 6C

_ e ey |
- Business 7C | Classified 1D | Comics 8C | Dear Abby 6C | Lottery 4A | Obituaries 2B | Puzzies 6C | Sports 1C | TV 5C

Is it clean enough? iz

. el F

% i
l

System

The big number
Perry wants abortions after

20 weeks ;
to be banned in :
isiative session. on

Water Softener
& R.O. Drinking

Tuesday crashes send 3 to hospital

MPD officers injured in 3-car collision

Two Midiand police officers involved in a three-car col-
lision were transported to Midland Memorial Hospital on
Tuesday for minor injuries suffered in the crash, according
to the city’s public information officer.

MPD responded to the accident at about 5:50 p.m. at the
intersection of Midland Drive and Loop 250. Officers found
a police car and two others cars at the crash location near

the underpass, Sara Higgins, city spokeswoman, said in a

The police car was headed north on Midland Drive with
sirens and lights engaged, Higgins said. The police car was

to pass through the red on the north side

Loop 250 overpass when car on the north
service road — heading west — hit the police car, causing

four vehicles.

MPD responded to the accident at 3:35 p.m. near the in-

tersection of North Fairgrounds Road and East Front Street.

According to Officer David Edwards, a man in a Lincoln
Town Car was driving south on North Fairgrounds Road
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Fireworks
approved for
holiday season:;
caution still
recommended

By Tyler White

twhite@mrt.com

Midland County officials said this
week that a fireworks ban isn’t likely
this holiday season.

County Fire Marshal Dale Little said
there have not been any motions to set a
burn ban for Midland County, but that’s
not to say 1t won't happen. Fireworks
sales can take place from Dec. 20
through Jan. 1, according to the state of
Texas.

Little and David Hickman, assistant
fire marshal with the Midland Fire
Department, are both worried that the
weather conditions in Midland may be
a dangerous factor in starting fires this
holiday season. The National Weather
Services has recorded 0.]2 inches of
rain since Oct. |, and despite the near re-
cord downpour in September, Midland’s
rainfall total for the year is 1.5 inches
below normal.

“In this dryness, all fireworks are
dangerous,” Little said.

Midland County and the Midland
Fire Department use the Keetch-Byram
Drought Index as a measure of deter-
mining the potential for environmental
fires. The index receives its informa-
tion from daily water balance, which i1s
measured by the amount of precipitation
and soil moisture, according to the Texas
Weather Connection.

As of Dec. 11, Midland County has
a KBDI rating of 394, with 800 being
the most severe rating on the index.
The KBDI acts as a guide for setting
restrictions on fireworks, Little said,
with factors such as vegetation and heat
affecting the rating.

There are currently 123 Texas coun-
ties with burn bans currently in effect,
according to the Texas A&M Forest
Service’s website.

“If that index is a certain number, then
we can ban the use of any kind of aenal
hreworks,” Hickman said. “If it’s really
dry, we can do a complete fireworks
ban.”

Hickman believes many people are
hesitant to use fireworks because of last
year's drought.

“People are still very sensitive about
that,” Hickman said. “It’s always a dan-
gerous condition.”

While Midland County did have

Please see FIREWORKS/4A
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Associated Press

HOUSTON — A Texas
judge has ordered TransCan-
ada to temporarily halt work
on a private property

Gulf Coast, the latest legal
battle to plague a project that
has encountered numerous
obstacles nationwide.

Texas landowner Michael

Bishop, who is defending
himself in his legal battle

against the oil giant, filed his
lawsuit in the Nacogdoches
County courthouse, arguing
that TransCanada lied to
Texans when it said it would
be using the Keystone XL
pipeline to transport crude
oil.

Tar sands oil — or diluted
bitumen — does not meet
the definition as outlined in
Texas and federal statutory
codes which define crude
oil as “liquid hydrocarbons
extracted from the earth at
atmosphenc temperatures,”
Bishop said. When tar sands
are extracted in Alberta,
Canada, the maternial is
almost a solid and “*has to be
heated and diluted in order
to even be transmitted,” he
told The Associated Press
exclusively.

“They lied to the Ameni-
can people,” Bishop said.

Texas County Court at
Law Judge Jack Sinz signed
a temporary restraining order
and injunction Friday, saying
there was sufficient cause
to halt work until a hear-
ing Dec. 19. The two-week
injunction went into effect
Tuesday after Bishop posted
bond.

TransCanada spokesman
Shawn Howard said later in
a statement that the judge
had agreed to push the hear-
ing up to Thursday.
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The Midland Reporter-Telegram
will be closed on Tuesday,
December 18th,
from 1 until 3:30 pm in

order for our employees
to enjoy our annual

Christimas
Party.

Happy
Holidays!
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David Dodson, a spokes-
mmfm‘n'ucm.h
said courts have already
ruled that tar sands are
afmmofmlbm oil. The
company said in a statement
emailed Tuesday that work
on Bishop’s propesty is un-
derway and that the injunc-
tion will not have an effect
on construction.

“We are on track to bring
this pipeline into operation
in late 2013, the statement

Environmentalists are
concerned that if the pipeline
leaks or a spill occurs, the
heavy tar sands will contam-
inate water and land. The tar
sands, they argue, are more
difficult to clean than regular
crude, and U.S. pipeline
regulations are not suited to
also say refining the product
will further pollute the air in
the Texas Gulf Coast. The
state already leads the nation
in greenhouse gas emissions
and industnial pollution.

In February, another judge
briefly halted work on the
pipeline in northeast Texas
because of archaeological
artifacts on the property. The
judge later ruled the work
could resume. The pipeline
1s being built, although the

Midland Park Mall

Intersection of Loop 250 and
North Midkiff in Midland, Texas.
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condemnation of her land.
TransCanada wants to

build the pipeline to trans-
port tar sands from Alberta
to the Gulf Coast, but has
encountered roadblocks
along the way. To cross the
U.S.-Canadian border, the

m”rmm,..mw
om:"
who suggested the compan

mﬁcmavmdamtm
environmental area in Ne-

braska. The company plans
to reroute that portion.

In the meantime, Obama

pipe
to Texas, which would help
relieve a bottleneck in Cush-
ing. TransCanada received
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Elizabeth Taylor earned more from her perfume than
all of her movies put together.
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All the numbers on a roulette wheel ad up to 666.

Assisted I.|vmg Myth #5:

| he tood looks unappetizing

Umted Statcs Marmc I'm
not afraid of anyone. I'm
not afraid of them.” he said.
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Cimarron House

: A Senior Living Community
Sisleo - provide a  consistent by Assisted Living Concepts, Inc.
2KE 30 residents with special 3400 Caldera Boulevard
i Ty Midland, TX 79707
. (432) 689-2717
Sy 17 m’ www.alcco.com
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LES ROBBINS

Long time West Texas bankers Christopher M. Comer and Les Robbins
have joined Commercial State Bank as Senior Vice Presidents and lenders.

In making the announcement, President, Chairman & CEO John E. Grist
said, "We are fortunate to have two experuenced lendérs with such diverse and
professional banking backgrounds join Commercial State Bank.”

/

Chris Comer brings 20 years banking experiencé to his new position as
Commercial Lender at Commercial State Bank, 4409 W. Wadley in Midland.

He is a graduate of Texas Tech University with a degree in Finance. While a

resident of Lubbock, Chris served on the Lubbock Independent School District
Board of Trustees and was active in a number of civic organizations.

Les Robbins brings more than 25 years in the banking industry to his
position as a Commercial Lender at Commercial State Bank, 407 N. Big Spring
Street in Midland, including 20 years experience with banks in West Texas.
Prior to that he served 6 years as a Bank Examiner for the Texas Department of

Banking.

He received a B.B.A. in marketing from Texas Tech University and is a graduate
of the Southwestern Graduate School of Banking at Southern Methodist

University. In the past 20 years he has been involved in numerous civic, youth
and church activities. !
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Gov. Perry wants Texas to ban abortion after 20 weeks

By Ramit them to admit a patient while most women announced his support for dard as all other medical
Plushnick-Masti In case qf an emergency, wcloome rtgnancy and Forty-onc states already the bills. centers in the state, Perry
Adnanianal P Perry said. ard to a have laws banning abor- Backed by the crowd’s  gaid.
Perry said he would ufe chlldblrth for some, tions after 20 weeks, occasional “Amens” and The law would help
like “to make abortion at pregnancy can be danger-  unless the woman's health other praise, Perry vowed strenathen andits and
HOUSTON — Gov. any stage a thing of the ous,” the group said in a is in danger. Texas’ law lawmakers would make S £ the cli
Rick Perry threw his past,” but since that isn't  statement. would include a similar  every day of the 140-day  'PSPections of the clin-
support Tuesday behind — possible under federal The proposed bill, exception, said Elizabeth  session count when it ics and help ensure all
legislation that would ban  |aw, the Legislature has however, should have Graham, director of Texas comes to protecting life. laws are being enforced,

abortion in Texas after 20

weeks, the point at which
he and other anti-abortion
activists say a fetus can

an “obligation to end that
kind of cruelty” when
an unborn child can feel

widespread support in
Texas’ largely Republican
Legislature, which passed

Right to Life.
“We cannot and we will
not sit idly by as we put

The legislation that
would require physicians
to have an agreement to

. pain. | several laws in its 2011 our unborn through the admit patients to a hos-
feel pain. | NARAL Pro-Choice session that made it more  390ny” of ending their pital within 30 miles of
The Legislature, which Texas called the proposed  difficult to get an abor- lives, Perry told a crowd their facility is designed

will reconvene Jan. 8 for
a 140-day session that oc-
curs every two years, also
will consider a bill that
would require physicians
who perform abortions to

‘have an agreement with a

nearby hospital, allowing

y’zﬁm

ROBIN RUTH

COSMETIC, SEDATION & IMPLANT DENTlSm

legislation — which has
not yet been submitted —
“a cruel attempt by anti-
choice extremists to curb
access to care for women
in the most desperate of

circumstances.”
“The reality is that
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of anti-abortion activ-
ists in Houston, where he

Midland Community Theatre

OFFICE MANAGER

Take responsibility for the smooth running of our small office where
your professionalism, iminanve, and office skills will be welcomed. You
will have plenty of room to be creanve and management i1s always open

to new ideas.

to ensure abortion clinics
are held to the same stan-

MARKETING MANAGER

Graham said.

Love where you live.

2208 North Loop 250 West  Midland, TX
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Take responsibility tor the implementation and delivery of our marketng
efforts, where your protessionalism, imoanve, and communicanon skills
will be welcomed. You will have plenty of room to be creanve.

Direct inquiries and resumes to Tim Jebsen, Executive
Director, at search@mctmidland.org or via mail at: Midland

Community Theatre, 2000 W. Wadley, Midland, Texas 79705.

WWW. mctmldland org

“Change The Path Of A Pet’s Life”

idland SPCA &
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Band Booster Club o reserve a seat.
Baked goods and gift items will be
available for sale.

Lake levels report

Representing totals from early
December 2010-12
2010 2011 2012
OH.lvie 3283 1831 2347
Thomas 604 148 089
Spence 321 042 567

anry

(in gallons) ,

Midiand: daily average this week
9.653 million

Midiand: daily average last week
9.932 million

Midiand: daily average last year
10.612 million

Odessa: daily average this week
12.344 million

Source: Colorado River

Water worries

Based on limits set by the Colora-
do River Municipal Water District and
the amount the city can take from the
Paul Davis water fields, city officials
expect water delivery to be limited to
18.5 million gallons. Using more than
that figure consistently could result in
the city halting outdoor watering.

Monday's total: 13,596,000
galions (CRMWD 10,517,000, Paul
Davis fields 3,079,000)

Last week
Dec. 3: 13,169,000 galions

Club meetings,
support groups today

= Overeaters Anonymous; noon
Wednesdays, B&J Plaza, 206 N.
Midkiff Road, Suite 1-D; 553-1031.

@ The Knot Adoption Support
Group, 11:30 a.m., First Presbyterian
Church; Kathy Hagler, Kathy@WTIE.
net

= Uptown Midland BPW, noon,
Petroleum Club; Glenda Knox,
686-2819.

The Reporter-Telegram provides
multiple avenues for your online
participation in the conversation hap-
pening in our community.

Story comments: Once you finish
the story, see what MyWestTexas
readers are writing at the comments
section.

Facebook: Check out our main
page at facebook.com/TheReporter-
Telegram.

Twitter: Follow us or send us a
tweet via @mwinews or @mwisports

MyOpenForum: From local news
t0 politics to the community scene, Qo
o www.myopenforum.com and weigh
in on the hot topic of the day

The Reporter-
Telegram on radio

@ Editor Stewart Doreen discuss-
es local news at 9:35 a.m. Thursdays
on KWEL (AM 1070).

When it’s open

U.S. Postal Service
= Downtown, 100 E. Wall St.

8:30 am. 1o 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday

m Village, 2315 W Louisiana Ave

9 a.m.to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday

m Graves, 3304 W Wadley Ave.

9 a.m. o 5 p.m. Monday through
Frday

10am.to2p.m. on Saturday

m ClayDesta, 612 Veterans Airpark
Lane, and GMF Midland, 1000 Loop
40

8 a.m.to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday

Reminder: Monday is the busiest
maihing day of the year for cards and
packages.

Source: U.S. Post Office

Lottery

Pick 3 day: 0-0-8

Pick 3 night: 4-8-1

Daily 4 day: 6-5-9-1

Daily 4 night: 5-2-8-7
- Cash Five: 13-22-23-27-32

Mega Millions; 39-44-51-52-54
MB: 13 Megaplier: 4

All or Nothing (morning): 3-6-7-
8-11-13-14-15-16-19-22-24

All or Nothing (day): 1-2-3-4-7-
8=12-13-14-21-22-23

All or Nothing (evening): 1-2-5-
6-12-13-14-15-18-19-20-22

All or Nothing (night): 2-4-7-8-
11-12-14-16-19-20-21-23

Iif you would like to submit a
birthday or anniversary for publica-
nonpiaasesendhnbmemo

news @mrt.com.

Today in history

Yoday is Wednesday, Dec. 12, the
347th day of 2012. There are 19 days

left in the year.

On this date:

In 1870, Joseph H. Rainey of .
South Carolina became the first black
lawmaker sworn into the U.S. House
of Representatives.

In 1925, the first motel — the
Motel Inn — opened in San Luis
Obispo, Calif.

In 1946, a United commit-
tee voled 10 accept a six tract
of Manhattan real estate offered as
a git by John D. Rockefeller Jr. to be
the site of tifp U.N's headquarters.
e Associated Press

—
-

From 1A

fireworks on the Fourth of July, Hickman
said people need to be incredibly cautious
when using fireworks. Hickman dislikes
fireworks and said he has no issue with
banning them for the safety of residents
and property inside the county.

Little said it is important for people to
have proper education on fireworks and
why fireworks can be a danger.

Hickman said all forms of fireworks
— even sparklers, which bum at 2,000
degrees Fahrenheit — can ignite destruc-
tive fires.

He suggests people use common sense
when using fireworks, making sure to
keep them away from any combustible
matenals. Fireworks should be kept away
from tall grass and children should be

From 1A

—— — ——

To name a new facility, Warren will
appoint a committee with a central office
administrator, principal, two teachers and

seven citizens representing each school
board district.

ALSO AT THE MEETING

B Warren presented trustees with a list
of 10 future imtiatives for the district,
which include lowering teacher-student ra-
tios 1n classrooms and providing contract
signing bonuses for teachers in critical
instructional areas and disciplines.

8@ The board moved the Jan. 8 regu-
Iarly scheduled meeting to 5:30 p.m. Jan.

2. This will provide the district time to
review requests for qualifications (RFQs)
for architecture firms and present the
board with a list at the next meeting.

B Chief Academic Officer Patrick Jones
gave the board a presentation on CSCOPE
curriculum and its implementation in
MISD since 2008. Curriculum directors
Robert Pena, Susan Hair, Kaye Bolinger
and Eileen Corley discussed implementa-
tion 1n their specific subject areas.

B Recently re-elected trustees James
Fuller, Angel Hernandez, Karen Fullen

supervised when using any types of fire-
works, he said. Another important tip is
to have a water source nearby when using
fireworks to put out fires that could erupt,
he said. Unnecessary risks should not

be taken when lighting fireworks, either,
Hickman said.

The city of Midland does not allow the
use of fireworks of any kind within the
city limits and within 5,000 feet of the city
limits. Use of fireworks within this area is
a violation of the fire code and violators
may been fined up to $2,000.

Outside the city and the 5,000-foot buf-
fer zone, fireworks only can be used on
a person’s own property or with written
permission from the owner of the prop-
erty, Little said. Fireworks can not be lit

on county roads or state highways, Little
added.

and Jay Isaacs took the oath of office,
administered by Judge Robin Darr.

B Rick Davis was elected board presi-
dent, Karen Nicholson vice president and
Karen Fullen secretary. All will serve
two-year terms.

8 Rachel Stone, president and CEO of
the Midland Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, spoke during the public forum on
behalf of district two residents who would
like to see an elementary school south of
Interstate 20.

“We cannot change the past, but we
can shape the future. We hope you will
include (a South Side Midland school) in -
future building plans,” Stone said. “We
will be involved in this process, even if we
have to attend every meeting and speak
during the public forum period.”

@ Rusk Elementary teachers Lanise
Davidson and Crista MacPherson were
honored with MISD’s “Heroes for Kids”
award. The pair coordinates and directs
Rusk’s annual Veterans Day program,
which draws more than 1,500 to the Com-
memorative Air Force.

@ Personnel appointments for seven

teachers were approved. One retirement
and eight resignation notices were ap-
proved.

TEXASROIIHDIIP

FROM WIRE REPORTS
AUSTIN Courage™ Lmnpalgn. _ _netu_fmk said Tuesday that
UT,ARM, Houston M5B i el
coaches help{ ﬁghl recently recorded public rable character at some
Child abse™  he'eforttohelpaduts  Season but tha it hasn'

Texas coach Mack
Brown, lexas A&M coach

Kevin Sumlin and Houston

learn more about signs of
child sexual abuse.
The announcements are

been filmed or scheduled
yet. Hagman died at age
81 over the Thanksgiving

coach Tony Levine will meant for radio, television  weekend.
be featured in anti-child and online distribution. INT spokeswoman Erin
sexual abuse public sexsice Felentzer said the network
announcements. NEW YORK isn’t saying how Ewing
Attorney General Grég TNT: Funeral will b}:aﬂlled iﬁ in tl;ﬁe
Abbott on Tuesday an- . . ries. Hagman kept working
nounced the effort by { coming for J'R‘ EWlllg until soon before his death
football coaches to hely on new ‘Dallas’ due to complications of

raise awareness to combat
sexual abuse of youngsters.
Abbott joined members of
the Children’s Advocaey
Centers of Texas, Inc. in

Austin in support of the
continuing “One With

-
i e

 J.R. Ewing will get a
send-off with a proper
funeral on “Dallas.”
TNT begins the second
season of its “Dallas” to the “Who Shot J.R.7”

revival next month. The

® cancer, and will appear in
several of the new season’s
episodes.
Hagman’s character i1s a
television icon dating back

episodes in the 1980s.

e S
E e — - -

From 1A let pickup in front of the the crash, with officials
Suburban. working to clean up broken
when he crashed into the A passenger in the debris and liquid dis-
back of a black Chevrolet,  Suburban was transported ¢ from the vehicles
Suburban. The impact, to MMH with injuries. as a result of the crash.
according to Edwards, The drivers of the other Citations were writ-
caused the Suburban to vehicles involved were not  ten for the driver of the
collide with a black Ford injured, Edwards said. Lincoln, including a ticket
Explorer and a trailer con- Traffic was backed up for failure to control speed,

nected to a white Chevro-

for at least 45 minutes after

Edwards said.

From staff reports

- Midland College

T‘rial for MC pfofessor pdstpon;(;

The court proceedings commenced Tues-
day moming, with a jury being selected, .
but other people summoned for the trial
were sent home afterward.

Iffomdgmny,Tempb:mmnhepnm
m-dmmmvehwe.

pen o i will .

- known Wien the trial

] 3 [

gnman e opens " ﬁrem
Portland mall; 3 dead

Associated Press

PORTLAND., Ore. — A masked gunman wearing

camouflage opened fire Thursday in a busy Portland

mall, luvmgthc gunman and two others dead and forc-

ing the mall

s Santa Claus and hundreds of Christmas

shoppers and employees to flee or hide among store

displays.
us)t'm Patty, 20, who works at Macy’s, said he saw

a

a man in a white mask carrying a rifie and wearing
f vest. He heard the gunman say, “I am the

bulletproo

shooter,” as if announcing himself. A series of rap

id-fire

shols in shon succession followed as Christmas music

pla tty said he ducked to the ground
l! IS Macy S

and then ran.

co-worker, Pam Moore, told The Associ-
ated Press the gunman was short, with dark hair. Wit-
nesses said he started firing just outside Macy'’s in the

| food court of Clackamas Town Center.

Brance Wilson, the mall Santa, said he heard gun-
shots and dove for the floor. By the time he looked up,
seconds later, everyone around him had cleared out.
Merchandise was scattered in some stores as he made

his way to the door.

“Santa will be back,” Wilson :said. “It’s not going to
keep Santa away from the mall.”

Police said they have tentatively identified the gun-
man but would not release his name or give any infor-
mation on a possible motive. Officials said a woman
was also shot and was in serious condition at a Portland

hospital.

“We have a young lady in the hospital fighting for her
life right now,” Clackamas County Sheriff Craig Roberts
at a news conference late Tuesday.

Clackamas Town Center is one of the Portland
area’s biggest and busiest malls, with 185 stores and a
20-screen movie theater. It will remain closed at least
through Wednesday, Roberts said.

Shaun Wik, 20, from Fairview, said he was Christ-
mas shopping with his girlfriend and opened a fortune
cookie at the food court. Inside was written: “Lwe for
today. Remember yesterday. Think of tomorrow.”

As he read it, he heard three shots. He heard a man he
believes was the gunman shout, “Get down!” but Wik
and his girlfriend ran. He heard seven or eight more

shots. He didn’t turn around.

“If 1 had looked back, I migh

t not be standing here,”

Wik said. “I might have been one of the ones who got

hit.”

Kira Rowland told KGW-TYV that she was shopping at
Macy's with her infant son when the shots started.
“All of a sudden you hear two shots, which sounded
like balloons popping,” Rowland told the station. “Ev-
erybody got on the ground. | grabbed the baby from the

stroller and got on the ground.”

Rowland said she heard people screaming and crying.
“I put the baby back in the stroller and ran,” Rowland

said.

Holli Bautista, 28, said she was shopping at Macy's
for a Christmas dress for her daughter when she heard
pops that sounded like firecrackers.

“I heard people running and screaming and saying
‘Get out, there’s somebody shooting,”” she told the AP.
She said hundreds of shoppers and mall employees

started running, and she and dozens of other people
were trying to escape through a department store exit.

Tiffany Turgetto and her husband were leaving
Macy's through the first floor when they heard gun-
shots coming from the second floor of the mall. They
were able to quickly leave through a Barnes & Noble
bookstore before the police arrived and locked down the

mall.

“I had left my phone at home. I was telling péople
to call 911. Surprisingly, people are around me, no one
was calling 911. I think people were in shock.”

Documents:

resisted subpoena,

Armstrong

then wanted secrecy

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Lance
Armstrong resisted turn-
ing over records sought
by U.S Postal Service
investigators, then tried
to keep the inquiry under
seal and out of the public
eye, according to recently
released court documents.

In 2011, Postal Setvice
officials investigating /
Armstrong and his teams
for doping wafited re-
cords from his team man-
agement groups, financial
statements, training jour-
nals and correspondence
with former training con-
sultant Michele Ferrari.
He eventually complied
with the subpoena but as
recently as October was
still asking the courts to

keep the inquiry private.

“They’ve been given
everything they wanted
and that they asked for ...
months ago,” Armstrong
attorney Tim Herman said
Tuesday.

The Postal Service
was Armstrong’s main
sponsor when he won
the Tour de France from
1999-2004. The team was
sponsored by the Discov-
ery Channel for Arm-
strong’s seventh victory
in 2005. Armstrong was
stripped of those titles
this year.

Last week, federal
Magistrate Judge Debo-
rah Robinson in Washing-
ton ordered the subpoena
and Armstrong’s efforts
to keep it private released
to the public.

FELONYARRESTS

I'IOMS'I‘AHIEMITS

ww.wu.m.dummmw
on a charge of possession of a controlled substance less than 1

gram.
Jmmn.dElPaso,mam.dsmayma
charge of prohibited substance in a corrections
Robert Sandlin Jr., 27, ofMidland was arrested ona

chargeofmdngam

Derrick J. Bremby Jr,, 19, ole:land was arrested Monday
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By Paul J. Weber
Associated Press

AUSTIN — Turmoil surround-
ing an W :13Tm
cancer o cXas
wawmfmnhn:thy when its execu-
tive director offered his resigna-
tion and the state’s chief public
corruption prosecutor announced
an investigation into the belea-
guered agency. |

No specific criminal allegations
Cancer Prevention and Research
Institute of Texas, said Gregg
Cox, director of the Travis County
district attorney’s public integrity
unit. But his influential office
opened a case only weeks after the
embattled agency disclosed that
an $11 million grant to a private
company bypassed review.

That award 1s the latest trouble
in a tumultuous year for CPRIT,

203 W. Wall - Downtown Midland - 432-683-4411

OFFICIAL ROLEX JEWELER
ROLEFY OYSTER PERPETUAL AND DEEPSEA ARE TRADEMARKS.

wlﬂchco:ﬁobh?m's
second-largest pot of cancer re-
search dollars. Amid the mounting
problems, the agency announced
Tuesday that Executive Director
Bill Gimson had submitted his
letter of resignation.

“Unfortunately, I have also
been placed in a situation where |
feel I can no longer be effective,”
Gimson wrote in a letter dated
Monday.

Gimson said the troubles have

resulted in “wasted efforts expend-

ed in low value activities” at the
agency, instead of a focused fight
against cancer. Gimson offered
to stay on until January, and the
agency's board must still approve
his request to step down.

His departure would complete
a remarkable house-cleaning at
CPRIT in a span of just eight

months. It began in May, when Dr.

Alfred Gilman resigned as chief

W

ROLEX

Tu&ChipSoalPamnomalawdhol

liquefied asphalt tar that is applied to
your dusty caliche lot/road. Then followed

by a layer of 3/8" gravel then rolled to
compaction. There is no down time for your
company in using this product, Heavy Trucks
can drive on it the moment its done' Tar &

Chip seal paving is much less expensive than
blacktop or concrete and lasts a long time as
well. This is what the state of Texas uses on

its county roads & highways
-t Gets Rid Of Dust
-1t Will Lockdown Caliche Lots/Roads
It's Maintenance Free
-it Stays Cool In The Summer
-1t Won't Wash Out
-1t Lasts Longer Than Dust Control
It's Great for Ranch Roads & Industrial Lots

DI Call

science officer in protest over
a different grant that the Nobel
laureate wanted approved by a
panel of scientists. He warned it
would be “the bomb that destroys
CPRIT”

Gilman was followed by
Chief Commercialization Officer
Jerry Cobbs, whose resignation in
November came after an internal
audit showed Cobbs included an
$11 million proposal in a funding
slate without a required outside
review of the project’s merits.
The lucrative grant was given to
Dallas-based Peloton Therapeu-
tics, a biomedical startup.

Gimson chalked up Peloton’s
award to an honest mistake and
has said that, to his knowledge, no
one associated with CPRIT stood
to benefit financially from the
company receiving the taxpayer
funds. That hasn’t satisfied some
members of the agency’s govern-

Get Rid Of The Dust!!

ing board, who called last week
for more assurances that no one

personally profited.
Coxuldhchmbemfollow

concerned phone calls. His depart-
ment in Austin is charged with
prosecuting crimes related to gov-
emment officials; his most famous
cases include winning a conviction
against former U.S. House Major-
ity Leader Tom DelLay in 2010 on
money laundering charges.

“We have to gather the facts and
figure what, if any, crime occurred
so that (the investigation) can be
focused more,” Cox said.

Gimson's resignation letter
was dated the same day the Texas
Attorney General’s Office also
announced its investigation of
the agency. Cox said his depart-
ment would work cooperatively
with state jnvestigators, but he
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Honey Glazed
with our natural
blend of spices

to give you a
great taste and
old-fashioned

flavor.

Spiral sliced

around the bone

table ready.
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DA investigatiiig Texas’ troubled $3B cancer agency

made clear the probes would be
scparate.

Peloton’s award marks the sec-
ond time this year that a lucrative
taxpayer-funded grant authorized
by CPRIT instigated backlash and
raised questions about oversight.
The first involved the $20 million
grant to M.D. Anderson Cancer
Center in Houston that Gilman
described as a thin proposal that
should have first been scrutinized
by an outside panel of scientific
peer-reviewers, even though none
was required under the agency’s
rules.

Dozens of the nation’s top
scientists agreed. They resigned
en masse from the agency’s
peer-review panels along with
Gilman. Some accused the agency
of “hucksterism” and charting a
politically driven path that was
putting commercial product-devel-
opment above science.

www.hghams.com

TURKEY

Honey Glazed
with our natural
blend of spices
to give you a
great taste and
old-fashioned

flavor. Boneless,
fully cooked,
sliced.
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Main Entrance will be on the north side of the new Scharbauer
Tower at Midland Memorial Hospital.

All hospital services will be in one location. Emergency
Services, The Birth Place, Nursery and Pediatrics will move from

400 Rosalind Redfern Grover Parkway
Midland, Texas 79701

432.221.1111
www.midland-memorial.com
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Rosalind Redfern Grover Parkway

N Street

Allison Cancer Center
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Alhson Cancer
Center Parking

Craddick
Medical
Office
Building

Diagnostic
Imaging
Associates

Midland Memorial Hospital

Main Entrance: Sam\— 10pm only. Emergency Entrance: 24 hrs
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Obama has become a reluctant ‘First Father’

il "‘""ll'ﬂ. . ol

B The president should step up and

challenge men to be responsible
fathers.

ne of my great hopes for a Barack
Obama administration — and thus
one of my personal disappoint-
ments — was that he would use his bully
pulpit to emphasize the importance of
a two-parent family, and especially of
fathers, to children’s well-being.

Few understand better than the presi-
dent the value of a present and involved
father. Much of his literary work and his
examined life pertains to his own absent
father. By his example, he has certainly
demonstrated his own commitment to
parenting — and his family is a source
of pride for all Americans. But the true
story of fatherlessness in this country
can't be repeated often or forcefully
enough.

This 1s not a new story.

Children who grow up without fathers
tend to fall into patterns of destructive
behavior — from dnig use and truancy to
early promiscuity, delinquency and, in too
many gases, incarceration. Children raised
In fatherless homes are also more likely
to grow up in poverty, which is no fault of
their mothers but is a fact.

Also well-known is that these patholo-
gies and consequences are more prevalent

KATHLEEN
PARKER

Washington Post Writers Group

in the Afncan-American community
where, as it happens, most children are
born to unwed mothers. Is this the fault
of the mothers? Absolutely not. Can a
child raised by a single mother prosper?
Sure, but it is the exception, including the
president, that proves the rule.

Here’s another rule: You can’t solve a
problem if you refuse to acknowledge it.
Yet in today’s sensitive environment, to
even suggest a problem that might feel
offensive to some is to risk being labeled
an “-i1st” of some variety, followed by a
public flogging.

Therefore, to suggest, as University of
Texas law professor Lino Graglia recently
did, that blacks and Hispanics are falling
behind in education because they tend to
come from single-parent families (largely
mothers who are both poor and often
uneducated) is pure blasphemy.

Graglhia made these remarks to a BBC
interviewer who noted that he himself is

black and was raised by a single mother.
Such personal anecdotes, though interest-
ing, cannot be construed as arguments
for sin%lc motherhood. | was raised by a
single father who was a serial husband
(four stepmothers), but only an idiot
would argue that a relentlessly dysfunc-
tional childhood is the correct path to
becoming a healthy adult without overt
tics (other than a propensity for adopting
homeless, disabled animals).

The simple truth is that it is harder to
succeed in life if you are burdened with
unnecessary obstacles from the get-go.
These would include no father (or no
mother) in the home, not enough money
— or books, or aspirational conversation,
and a community culture that, as Graglia
previously mentioned, does not value
academic success.

Graglia’s head is on the block as
various offended parties demand that he
be punished for his observations. But
imagine for a moment if Obama had said
the same things. What if Obama had said,
you know, African-American kids are as
smart as anybody else, but as a group,
they are disadvantaged because about 70
percent are born out of wedlock? They are
disadvantaged by neighborhoods and a
community culture that are often bereft of
healthy male role models.

If the president uttered these words,

they would be embraced as irrefutable
truths. Who knows how he might alter
individual destinies through the simple
act of articulating these crucial matters
of the human experience. It is laudable
to model behavior through one’s actions.
It can be miraculous to put those actions
into words that people can take into their
own homes and incorporate into their
own hearts.

Words, as Obama knows deeply, are
powerful.

And the president has taken steps to
keep promises related to fatherhood. He
created a task force, took a pledge and
upgraded a fatherhood website. “The
President’s Fatherhood Pledge,” featured
on the National Responsible Fatherhood
Clearinghouse under the auspices of the
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, basically renews commitment to
family and community.

Not much pain there. This is like say-
ing, “I like dogs and promise not to run
over any — on purpose.”

A nice gesture, perhaps, but nothing like
the power of words: Men, be men. Marry
the mother of your children. Be a father to
the children you sire. Go home and stay
there.

No one could say these things better
than Barack Obama. Perhaps in a second
term ...

OUR VIEW

Railroad Commission
can’t forget about industry
when creating regulations

Thf: o1l and gas industry 1s awaiting anxiously the release of

the Texas Railroad Commission’s latest version of the pro-
posed rule changes that address the broad process of drilling,
from the cementing to the completion of an oil or gas well.

Scott Anderson, the senior policy advisor for the Environmental
Defense Fund, says, “This is the biggest overhaul of Texas well
construction regulations since the 1970s.”

Naturally, this is a slippery slope for the commission to tread.
Any change in the way oil companies do business usually meets
with opposition. And it is always a tough task to make environ-
mentalists accept rules that are not smothering to the industry.

With that said, the Railroad Commission has been receiving
some guarded praise from both the industry and the environmental
sides. If the commission ultimately can pull that off with both sides
relatively happy. it should be praised loud, long and hard.

We will have to wait and see where the regulations take us once
the new rules are adopted. but it won’t be a long process. We
expect the new rules will be adopted by the commission before the
beginning of the state legislative session, which starts in January.

As always, we support fair regulation that ensures the rights of
land owners, the safety of the employees of the oil and gas industry
and regulations that are not stifling to the industries involved.

We have found that government regulations can often be more
of a hindrance than a help to all parties involved. In fact, if carried
too far. regulations can often shut down industry or halt planned
activity.

No one has their head in the sand here. It would be unwise
indeed to ignore the need for regulation of industry. History has
taught us that uncontrolled economics nearly always crosses the
line from doing the public good to taking advantage of the public
and suppressing free enterprise.

A good regulation always will promote the public good, as well
as the industry’s right to do business wherever possible. Industry,
however, doesn’t have the right to perform its task without public
supervision.

These are heady times in the Permian Basin, so it is a natural
knee-jerk reaction when new regulations are proposed within the
region and state. It 1s understandable when oil companies flinch
when the word “regulation™ is used. We also see why the compa-
nies often oppose such regulatory efforts.

However. regulations have to be in place or we are left with vir-
tual industry anarchy. It is our hope that the Railroad Commission
can create a set of rules that can satisfy the needs of both environ-
mental and industry sectors.

Web

http://www.rrc_state.tx.us/

Phones and email

Chairman Barry Smitherman: 512-463-7144; Barry.Smither-
man@rrc.state.tx.us

Commissioner David Porter: 512-463-7131; David.Porter@rrc.
state.tx.us

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12967; Austin, Texas 78711-2967
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Washington makes immigration mess

B Instead of giving in to special interests,
our lawmakers should actually attempt to
do something worthwhile.

Recently. dozens of representatives from the

business, religious and law enforcement
communities convened in Washington to de-
clare that comprehensive immigration reform must
be the first piece of business for the new Congress.

| agree with the goal and the timetable. And |
even thought about joining those stakeholders at
their meeting. Then I realized that I could learn
more about the reality of immigration reform from
talking to my gardener.

More on what we talked about later.

But first, if the follies and foibles of states such
as Anzona taught us anything, it’s that the solu-
tion to our immigration problem must come from
Washington. And yet, as should be clear to those
of us who keep a close eye on the immigration
debate, the last place likely to produce a workable
solution to this issue 1s Washington.

Our nation’s capital is full of people — in gov-
ermnment, media and advocacy groups — who are
sure they have all the answers. They aren’t about
to entertain the possibility that when it comes to
immigration, they know less than the folks who
live 1n Brownsville or Pueblo, Colo., or Tucson,
Anz.

In Congress, neither Democrats nor Republicans
like this debate, which is why they ve consistently
put it on the back burner. Democrats have to keep
the peace between the labor movement, much
of which is not enthusiastic about legalizing the
undocumented, and Latinos, most of whom are.
Republicans have to referee the battle between
business, which wants workers, and nativists who
worry that immigrants are hurting the country.

Still, the legislative branch runs on pressure
points. Kick off a debate on immigration and you
can be sure that the special interests are going to
have their interests served.

Last year, while Congress was debating a bill by
House Judiciary Chairman Lamar Smith, R-Texas,
that would have made it mandatory for employ-
ers to check the immigration status of potential
hires through E-Verify -- the federal government’s
less-than-perfect electronic employment verifica-
tion system — | visited an avocado grove north of
San Diego. The farmer told me that the bill would
kill his industry because most ayocado pickers are
undocumented. But he wasn’t worried, he said,
because “we have people in Washington work-
ing on that for us.” The farm lobbyists did their
magic. And before long, Smith had inserted new

NAVARRETTE

Washington Post Writers Group

language carving out a special exemption giving
agnbusiness a three-year waiver on the verification
requirement.

Now, as Congress reboots the immigration
debate, there is lots of smoke and mirrors. Smith is
back again. He recently pushed through the House
his STEM Jobs Act, which simply switches 55,000
“diversity visas” for people from underrepresented
countnes to 55,000 visas for foreign students who
eamn advanced degrees in science, technology,
engineering or mathematics.

This is Congress’ survival tactic when dealing
with thorny issues. Lawmakers try to look like
they 're doing something when theyre really not
doing much of anything.

None of this seemed to matter much to my
gardener. He’s a legal resident, but he has family,
friends and neighbors who are undocumented.
Like a dozen other immigrants I've interviewed
over the last year or so, he doesn’t care about
citizenship or voting. What he cares about — and
what he says a lot of his undocumented breth-
ren care about — is a different piece of paper: a
driver’s license. Without one of those, Latino im-
migrants in California risk having their car towed
whenever they’re pulled over by police for running
a stop sign or having a busted taillight. They can
get the car out, but it will cost them hundreds of
dollars plus a fine for driving without a license.
And if they're undocumented, they’re likely to be
deported.

This isn’t federal business. States issue driver’s
licenses. But perhaps Congress could make the
process smoother. That is, if members really
care about giving immigrants what they want, as
opposed to telling them what they should have.
Besides, what good does it do if Democrats and
immigrant advocacy groups take a hard line on
Congress granting citizenship, and the entire
debate over legalization comes unraveled because
of it?

But this is just a conversation with a gardener.
What does he know? The smart folks in Washing-
ton are mulling over the immigrant experience in
America. He's living it.

From the Right | Mallard Fillmore
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in a pléce that has been a
bastion of the movement for
generations.

The GOP-dominated
House ignored Democrats’
pleas to delay the final pas-
sage and instead
two bills with the same
ruthless efficiency that the
Senate showed last week.
One measure dealt with
private-sector workers, the
other with government em-
ployees. Republican Gov.
Rick Snyder signed them
both within hours, calling
them “pro-worker and pro-
Michigan.”

LOS ANGELES
Lawsuit claims
A&E’s ‘Storage Wars’
show is rigged

Some of the valuables
found hidden in abandoned
lockers on A&E'’s “Storage
Wars™ have been added by
producers to deceive view-
ers, a former cast member
of the show claims in a
lawsuit filed Tuesday.

David Hester’s suit claims
producers have added a
BMW Mini and newspapers
chronicling Elvis Presley’s
death to lockers in order to
build drama for the show
and that his complaints
about the practices led to his
finng.

Hester is seeking more
than $750,000 in his wrong-
ful termination, breach of
contract and unfair busi-
ness practices lawsuit.

A&E Television Network
declined comment, citing
the pending lawsuit.
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