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MPD: Alcohol involved in SK Arms shootin

Gun store assistant manager, owners ‘shocked’ at investigation results

By Rye Druzin

rdruzin@mrt.com

SK Arms assistant manager Danny
Anderson said that he and the owners are
“shocked™ and “incredibly disappointed” to
leamn the results of the investigation into the
April 4 shooting at the gun store located
at 4400 Midland Drive. Police found that
the shooting, which left former SK Arms
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Midiand High's Jaxon Hallimark tags

employee Charles Browning of Odessa
critically wounded from a gunshot, was ac-
cidental, according to a press release from
city spokeswoman Sara Bustilloz.

“The core group at SK obviously has
always held gun safety in the highest re-
gard,” Anderson said Friday afternoon. "'}
think we assumed that those we employed
held those same values that we did. and
that's obviously an assumption that we
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cannot make again.”

Neither Browning nor the other man
involved, former SK Arms employee
Howard Holmes of Hurst, wished to press
charges, according to the press release.
Anderson confirmed that the men were no
longer employed by the gun store.

All employees must be NRA range safe-
ty officer-certified to be in line with a new
safety policy instituted after the shooting.

out Arfington Lamar's Wesle

Friday. Read coverage of the game in Sports, Page 1B.

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

y Powell after he slid past the base during the Class 6A bi-district playoff game

Has Legislature’s attitude on pot shifted?

By Tim Eaton

Austin American-Statesman

When a Texas House committee voted
Wednesday night to approve a bill that
would legalize buying and selling mari-
juana in the state, pot advocates were
downnight giddy on social media, even
as some acknowledged the measure had
little chance of becoming law.

But the vote underscored possibly
shifting attitudes in the Legislature, not
long ago staunchly against any mari-
juana legalization measure.

Supporters of loosening marijuana
laws have said there seems to be grow-
mmg interest among some lawmakers to
lessen criminal penalties for the pos-
session of small amounts of pot and to
expand the use of the now-illegal plant
for medical purposes.

State Rep. David Simpson, a libertar-

im?ubﬁcmﬁml.m;viewmdau-
thor of the legalization bill, which now
goes to the full House for a vote, said he

has been told x;mwafhis
House colleagues that could back
House Bill 2165. But he said he was
surprised by the 5-2 vote in favor of the

pen carry of a plant is a lot safer than open carry of guns

“O
and bullets on a hip.”

State Rep. David Simpson, R-Longview

and three Democrats voting in favor. Op-
posed were two Republicans.

“l wasn’t sure it would make it this
far,” Simpson said.

But the House is unlikely to back
a comprehensive repeal of marijuana
prohibition in Texas.

Nevertheless, pot advocates call
the bill’'s surprise movement a sign of
changing mindsets inside the Legislature
and out.

Heather Fazio, Texas political director
for the Marijuana Policy Project, pointed
to widespread support among Texans
for loosening marijuana laws, according
to a group called Public Policy Polling,
which looked at the issue in 2013. The
polisters said that 58 percent of Texas
voters support making marijuana legal
for adults and regulating it like alcohol.

“State officials are increasingly
becoming fed up with the failed federal
government policy of marijuana prohibi-
tion, and they're taking action. Like
most Americans, most Texans are ready

for a more sensible, fiscally sound man-

juana policy,” Fazio said in a statement.

But some recently stated positions of
key lawmakers might kill Fazio's buzz.

Rep. Tan Parker, a Republican from
Flower Mound and chairman of the
House GOP caucus, cautioned not to
read too much into the vote of the House
Criminal Juris nce Committee,
which is chaired by Democratic Rep.
Abel Herrero of Corpus Christi.

“I don’t think it's indicative of the
position of the Republican Caucus as a
whole,” Parker said.

In the Senate, the sitnation is similar.
Sen. Kevin Eltife, R-Tyler, said that
members of the upper chamber also are
not i favor of relaxing laws to decrimi-

nalize pot.

“I don’t think there’s any change in
philosophy,” he said, adding that there is
“no prayer’” for any legalization measure
in either chamber.

Please see SHIFT/4A

Today in State

Students take sim at Jeflerson Davis saatue. Page 1A

Catch up on the TV mama drama in Culture

Anderson said.

The investigation revealed that both
men had consumed alcohol before the
shooting occurred. Anderson said he as-
sumes the drinking had happened in the

store, which he neither “condoned nor

allowed.” He said there previously had not
been a rule pertaining to drinking at the
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Permian
Basin idles
one rig
this week

By Trevor Hawes

thawes@mrt com

The number of ngs explonng for ol
and natural gas in the Permian Basin de
creased one this week to 237, according
10 the “’L‘fkljp rotary rnig count released
Friday by Houston-based oilfield services
company Baker Hughes

District 8 closed the week with 145
rigs. up one. Midland County held steady
at 30. Ector County had three ngs. down
one

District 7C was unchanged at 37 nigs

The Permman Basin’s rnig count has
fallen 5528 percent this year. A year
dg0 this week. there were 545 IS 1N the
Permian

Texas and New Mexico

lexas’ count was 379 after one ng was
idled. Texas has shed 461 nigs thas year, o
decrease of 54 88 percent

In other major Texas basins. there were
105 ngs in the Eagle Ford. down hve; 27
In the Haynesville. unchanged. 16 1n the
Granite Wash, down one: and five in the
Barnett. up one

New Mexico idled two ngs this week
bringing its count to 44

Texas had 89S ngs a vear ago this
week. New Mexico had Y

United States

The nation s ng count tell below 900
for the first time since June 19, 2009,
when 899 MEgs wWere IL‘I"'HIIL‘J [ his week,
the U.S. shed 11 ngs. bringing the nation
wide total to 894

The number of rngs on land fell 10
this week to 858, There were two ngs
in inland waters. down one; and 34 rigs
offshore. unchanged. There were 33 nigs
in the Gulf of Mexico. unchanged

There were 668 o1l ngs. down |1 221
natural gas ngs, down one: and four ngs
listed as miscellaneous. up one

By dnlling trajectory. there were | 14
vertical ngs, up one: 692 honizontal ngs.
down seven; and 88 directional dnlling
rgs, down five

The U.S. had 1,855 ngs at this time last
year

Top Ss

The top five states by rig count this
week were Texas; Oklahoma with 102
down six; North Dakota with 80. up one:
Louisiana with 70, down three: and Penn-
sylvania with 47, unchanged.

The top five basins by rig count were
the Permian; the Eagle Ford: the Wil-
liston with 80, unchanged: the Marcellus
with 66, down one: and the Cana Wood-
ford with 35, down three

Please see RIG COUNTMA

vol. 87, No. 59
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Funeral Service for Ben
Harold McPherson, 80, of
Midland will be Monday,
May 11, 2015, at 11:00am at
the Faith Temple Church of
God in Christ with Rev. W.C.
Kenan officiating.

Ben Harold McPherson
was born June 6, 1934 in
Clarksville, TX 10 Ben
McPherson, Sr. and Mae
Tennie Middleton. He is pre-
ceded in death by his parents
and a son, Malcom
McPherson: one sister and
six brothers.

Ben Harold McPherson
was a faithful. active member
of Faith Temple Church of
God in Christ and was the
President of the Ushers’
Board. having retired from
A.M.F. Tuboscope.

His 1s survived by his wife
of 56 years of marriage, Clar-
ice McPherson; two daugh-
ters, Lynda McPherson of
Odessa and Littie McPherson
of Midland:. one son, Joshua
McPherson of Midland; five
sisters, Evelyn Tillis,
Anohetha Childs and Jayred,
Janet King and Regina
Sennis of Midland. an Tara
Kay Bryant of Dallas. TX: |1
grandchildren, |3  great-
grandchildren. and a host of
relatives and fnends.

Interment will be at Sereni-
1y Memonal Gardens
Cemelary services are under
the direction of Jackie War-
ren Funeral Home.

rhw
)
Jackie Warren

ﬁ Funeral Home

JOZ S Terrell St
Midland. Texas 79705 <

(41 2)681-8229

Felipe H. Galinde

Felipe H. Galindo went
home to be with his Lord
Jesus Chnist on  Tuesday.
May 5. 2015 at his residence. |

He was born on May 26. |
1942 in Opnaga Chih, ‘
Mexico to the late Pedre and |

WASHINGTON

the outbreak.

people get sick or die.

testing if the pathogen isn’t
food itself.

By Mary Clare Jalonick
Associated Press

- Federal health of-
hcials said Fnday that they were never told
about repeated hindings of listenia at a Blue
Bell Creamenes facility before an outbreak
Yinked to the ice cream turned deadly.
Results of a Food and Drug Adminis-
tration investigation released this week
showed the company had found |7 posi-
tive samples of listeria on surfaces and
floors 1n its Oklahoma plant dating back
to 2013. The FDA said Friday that it “was
not aware of these findings™ bziore doing
Its own inspection this year ;n response to

The outbreak — and the FDA's lack

of knowledge of the bactena found in

the plant — is a stark illustration of gaps
in the nation’s food safety system. Food
contamination often isn’t discovered until

In the outbreak linked to Blue Bell.
three people died in a Kansas hospital and
seven others were sickened in Kansas,

Texas, Oklahoma and Arizona.
The FDA said it isn’t uncommon for

ing and cleaning — without mﬁl&tﬂ
in

“Although Blue Bell’s testing did iden-

nieces, and cousins.

Funeral service will be
held on Saturday, May 9,
2015 at 3:00 pm. at
Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin
Chapel. Interment will follow
at  Serenity Memonial
Gardens.

Funeral service is under
the direction of Lewallen-
Garcia-Pipkin Funeral Home
and Chapel. Family messages
and condolences may be
emailed to

pipkin@nts-online.net or you

can visit our website al
www.lewallengarciapipkinfh.
com

I.ewallen
-#Gnmh
=/ Pipkin

Funeral Home
M\ Big Spring - Vidlaad T\ 410, 600 D

Mary Lee Hammond, a 42-

year resideat of Midland.
| Texas died in Houston on

Apnl 25, 2015. Services will

' be entrusted to Ellis Funeral

Home. Visitaon will be
Sunday. Mayv 10. 2015 from

- 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. at Ellis
' Funeral Home. A graveside |

service will be held at 11:00

- a.m. on Monday, May 1],
| 2015 at Resthaven Memonial
- Park.

She was preceded in death |
by her husband of 60 years,

Ralph E. Hammond. her

parents, Herbert Eugene and |

tvelyn Lee of Canton.

Mississippi; and her brother. |

from getting

| met her future husband.

A statue based on the Blue Bell
Federal health officials said
Bell Creameries facility before an outbreak linked to the

preventive measures to
especially deadly bacteria
into food.

, But that law has been plagued by delays

Later, she worked for
Ki

ngwood Oil Company in
Effingham, Illinois where she

After her marriage, she
followed her husband in his
oil business career from
Effingham, Altamont, and
Mattoon, [lhnois to Tulsa,
Houston, Oklahoma City,
and finally to Midland,
Texas. Mary was a loving
and supportive wife and
mother. She was active in
Vanous chanty works
throughout her life and was
particularly proud of her
involvement in  raising
money for a new hospital in
Mattoon and orgamzing the
onginal kickoff of the United
Way there.

She always loved bndge,
and while in Midland, she
became active in duplicate
bridge and earned her Silver
Life Master. She helped raise
funding for the completion
and furnishing of the Allison
Bridge Center. She 1s a mem-
ber of the First United
Methodist Church and the
Petroleum Club of Midland.
She has been a long time
supporter of Midland College
and a great believer in the
importance of having higher
education available locally to
benefit the community.

Mary loved life and
enjoyed her famuly, frniends,
and social activities. She and
her husband had many trips
all over the USA and the
world and she loved seeing
other places and learning
about their culture, but she
always was glad 10 come
home and grateful to be an
American.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-

" ly requests that memorials be
. made to the Midland College
. Foundation.

3600 N. Gar-
field, Midland. TX 79705-
6399. the Allson Bndge
Center, 913 W. Wadley Ave,
Midland, TX 79705 or First
United Methodist Church,
300 N. Main, Midland, TX
719701

Online condolences may

be offered at
www.ellisfunerals.com
Arrangements are under

the direction of Ellis Funeral
Home. 80! Andrews Hwy
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companies not to report findings of listeria  tify listeria, the company did not further
or other pathogens. Companies are only identify the strain to determine if it was
required to report to the FDA if they find  pathogenic,” FDA spokeswoman Lauren
a “reasonable probability” that a food * Sucher said.
could make people sick. Blue Bell's The company eventually recalled all of
listeria samples were found on surfaces its after tests showed listeria in
and not in the ice cream, and the company its ice cream last month.
hadn’t tested to see if the listeria strains A smpinfnfmd safety law passed
found were among those that are the most by Congress in 2010 sought to prevent
dangerous. such ongoing contamination by requiring
The FDA said it is common for acom-  companies to do more testing, put detailed
pany to take corrective action — sanitiz-  food safety plans in place and take more

pathogens,
listeria,

! mamed her

Rebecca Sue
Dennard
(Payne, Reven)

Rebecca Suve Dennard
went to be with her Lord and
Savior on May 6, 2015 at the
age of 72.

Becky was.-born on Friday,
July 17, 1942, in Midland
Texas to Chnistian parents,
Ross Payne and Doris Marie
House Payne, pastors of
Cottonflat Baptist Church in
Midland, Texas. Becky at-
tended and graduated from
Midland High School and
high school
sweetheart, the late Ray
Reven. God blessed Ray and
Becky with two children,
Dynnette and Jody. In 1982,
Becky wed George Dennard
and was married for 18 years.

Becky belonged to the
Southern Baptist Church and
specifically was a member of
Fellowship Baptist Church in
Coldthwaite, Texas.

Over her vyears, Becky
lived in Abilene, Texas,
Mesquite, Texas, Salt Creek,

Texas, Midland, Texas,
Odessa Texas, Mullin, Texas,
Early, Texas, Kingsland,
Texas, and Goldthwaite,
Texas.

Everyone - who knew

Becky knew of her unwaver-
ing love and witness for
Jesus Chrnist. Becky loved
people and working in the
public and she was blessed to
work at vanous establish-
ments for 53 years.

Becky De IS preced-

ed in death by her father,
Ross Payne; and mother,
Doris Payne.

She is survived by her
daughter, Dynette Taylor
(husband Buster) of
Goldthwaite, Texas; son

Jody Reven (wife Crystal) of
Pearland, Texas; grandchil-
dren, Clint Boscamp, Collin
Boscamp, PFC, Comnor
(Tate) Boscamp, Carter
Taylor, Tristan Reven, Maris
Taylor, and Mason Reven;
her sister, Wanda Taylor of
Kingsland, Texas; nephew,
Randy Taylor (wife Betty) of
Granite Shoals, Texas; and so
many loving cousins,
wonderful friends and uplifi-
ing brothers and sisters in
Chnist.

Funeral Services will be
held at Stacy-Wilkins Chapel
in Goldthwaite Texas on Sat-

__________
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ersity :
a Bachelor of Science degree
in Geology. He later attend-
ed the University of Texas
where he worked on his Mas-
| ter's Degree in Geology in
1954.

Robert worked for 20 years
with the Department of
Defense and NASA holding
| such positions as Chief Engi-
neer at the Missions Control
Center at Cape Kennedy,
Manager of Overseas Track-
ing Stations in the West
Indies, Bermuda and Guam,
and Deputy Director of
NASA Testing and Training
Facility, Goddard, Maryland.
After Robert ‘retired from
NASA, he and his wife,
Laura, returned to manage
the Amacker Ranch in
Rankin, Texas. They have
managed the ranch for the
past 40 years. During his
time as a rancher, he served
as President of the Upton
County Water Board and re-
ceived the Conservation
Rancher Award from the
Middle Concho Soil and
Water Conservation District.

He is survived by his wife
of 60 years, Laura Amacker
.Eaves; his two daughters,
Janet Stinus and husband, Joe
of Austin, Texas and Carolyn
Pearson and husband, Craig
of Crane, Texas.

Other survivors include
four grandchildren, Justin
Stinus, Jaclin Stinus, Chelsea
Pearson, and Clayton
Pearson and wife, Carla
Pearson. He is also survived
by his brother, Glenn Eaves,
of Midland, Texas.

At Robert’s
will be no formal funeral

Life will be held at the First
Baptist Church in McCamey,
Texas on May 23, 2015 at

2:00 r.m.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tons may be made to Sul
Ross State University, Box C
100, Alpine, Texas 79832
In memo section of the
check, write, “In
memory of Robert Eaves for
Deposit in Math & Science

service. A Celebration of

1

mﬂ: . www,shaff-
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William Robert George,
52, of Stanton, died Thurs-
day, May 7, 2015. Memorial
services will be 2:00 p.m.
Saturday, May 9, 2013, at the
Gilbreath Funeral Home in
Stanton.

William is survived by his
wife, Sheridan George; son,
Zachary George; step-son,
Ricky Stephens; daughters,
Shan Devall, Victoria Marti-
nez, Stephanie George and
Marisa Diese; one brother
and two sisters.
m_

Contact

Monday-Friday
8:00am-5:00pm

Direct: 432-682-6222
Fax: 432-682-6999

request, there Email: obits@mrt.com
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All Obituaries must
be submited by
3:30 PM.
prior lo next
publication day.

many
companies that will have to abide by it.
After lawsuits over the delays,
~ version of those rules must come out later

able “is if

the

Blue Bell said in a statement Thursday
that its facilities remain closed indefinitely
as it cleans and sanitizes them. Of the FDA

The Blue Bell outbreak is an example
of how contamination can go unnoticed
and untreated. The FDA hadn’t inspected
the Oklahoma plant since March 2012,
and even if it had been in the plant more
recently, the company may not have
been required to tell the agency about the
contamination. Many co
private, though the food safety law would
make some of those tests more visible.
The only way some records become avail-

mpany records are

le get sick,” said David

Plunkett of the Center for Science in the
Public Interest.
State health i
help: A March 2015 state inspection of
the Oklahoma plant read “No Violations

jons weren't much
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By Diana Heidgerd weak tornadoes in the Vernon area.
Associated Press Weekend storms were a]go
forecast for East Texas, which
o received a on Friday of
DALLAS — Strong m:ﬂ v 6 inches b o~
rain on North Texas forecaster Mario Valverde.
overnight, at least one Marshall, about 140 miles east
person, flooding roads and damag-  Of Dallas, received more than 2.5
ing train tracks in an area where a  Inches of rain. Nearby Hallsville
train derailed before dawn  Nad 5.8 inches of rain, Valverde
said.

on y, officials said.

Several tornadoes skipped

Wise. Denton and Cooke hicles were caught in high water
late Thursday, damag- Friday in Marshall, according
ing some structures, said Jesse to police Chief Jesus “Eddie”
Moore, a forecaster in Fort Worth.  Campa. A patrol car was among
Officials had no immediate reports  the swamped vehicles, but the
of inj : | officer who was driving escaped
one thunderstorm that unharmed, Campa said.

produced a tornado, | know it
dropped down several times, but
it wasn’t on the ground the whole

time,” Moore said.

The tl)dy of Brandon chcgar morning. Moore said. Noarby Val-
36. of Gainesville was found ley View had almost 3.5 inches of
Friday in his vehicle in a remote rain, according to Moore.
creek about 6 miles south of his Severe flooding was considered
hometown on the Red River. a major factor 1n a |17-car derail-

Cooke County Judge Jason Brin-
kley said. High water apparently
had swept the vehicle from a road
during torrential rains Thursday

night, Brinkley said.

It was the second straight night
of storms, and forecasters warned
that the conditions were ripe for
even stronger ones Friday and
Saturday. A tornado watch was in
parts of West Texas and
the Panhandle, including Lubbock
and Amarillo, until late Friday
afternoon. A third round of storms
Friday afternoon spawned some

effect for

Nobody was hurt, but 15 ve-

The Gainesville area, 65 miles
northwest of Dallas, received
more than S inches of rain in the
24-hour period ending Friday

——rr

Texas students take aim at
Jefferson Davis camp

By David Warren

Associated Press

DALLAS — Pity Jef-
ferson Davis, if you will.
Vandals have defaced his
statue on the University
of Texas campus, most re-
cently with the words “Da-
vis must fall” and “Eman-
cipate UT.” Student leaders
are also seeking to remove
from the Austin campus
the century-old statue that
recognizes the president of
the Confederacy.

“We thought, there are
those old ties to slavery
and some would find it
offensive,” said senior
Jamue Nalley, who joined
an overwhelming majonity
of the Student Government
in adopting a resolution in
March supporting his ouster.

But as students take aim
at Davis, the number of
sites in Texas on public and
private land that honor the
Confederacy is growing
— despite the opposition
of the NAACP and others.
Supporters cite their nght
to memonalize Confederate
veterans and their role in
Texas history, while oppo-
nents argue the memonals
are too often insensitive or
antagonistic, while hav-
ing the backing of public
institutions like UT.

The Texas Historical
Commuission has recog-
nized more than |,000 such
sites from far South Texas
to the upper reaches of the
Panhandle. And the Sons
of Confederate Veterans
are planning others, includ-
ing a 10-foot obelisk a few
miles from the Davis statue
to honor about 450 Con-
federate soldiers buried at
the city-owned Oakwood
Cemetery.

“l don’t think we’re try-
ing to put up stuff just to
put up stuff,” said Marshall
Davis, spokesman for the
Sons of Confederate Vet-
erans in Texas. “We don’t
want to impede anyone
else from honoring their
heroes. We would like to
honor our heroes with the
same consideration, toler-
ance and diversity.”

Besides the obelisk, other
recent projects include
a Confederate memorial
along Interstate 10 in the
East Texas city of Orange
that will feature 32 waving
flags representing Texas
regiments of the Confeder-
ate army, along with 13
columns for each Confed-
erate state. That project

- ' s
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ment a mile south of Valley View
early Friday, causing minor inju-
res to four crew members, said
Joe Faust, a spokesman for Fort
Worth-based BNSF.

Aerial views of the derailment
site showed sections of track dam-
aged or washed away.

A natural gas well fire in Denton
was extinguished before dawn Fri-
day. Nobody was hurt. Eyewitness
reports indicate a lightning strike
may have started the fire Thurs-
day night, said Lindsey Baker, a
spokeswoman for the city.
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Associated Press

A statue of Jefferson Davis 1s seen on the University of Texas
campus Tuesday in Austin. The University of Texas student gov-
ernment passed a resolution recently to remove the statue of Jet-
ferson Davis from a prominent space on the university campus

Veterans Memonal Plaza
was unveiled two years ago
in downtown Palestine, near
what the NAACP says was
the site of a “hanging tree.”

As for Jefferson Davis,
student leaders and the
NAACP say his statue has
no place on the UT campus
because his link to Texas
1s primarily based on the
state's ties to the Confeder-
ate States of America.

“I think 1t’s offensive
that you exalt Jefterson
Davis but you don’t exalt
Abraham Lincoln, said
Gary Bledsoe, president ol
the Texas NAACP.

The Student Government
resolution has been for-
warded to campus admin-
istrators but no action has
been taken, according to a
university spokesman.

Don Carleton, execu-
tive director of the Briscoe
Center for American His-
tory at UT, said the Davis
statue and many other me-
morials installed across the
South in the early 1900s
were commissioned by
aging Civil War veterans
who were increasingly out-
spoken that it was states
rights and not slavery that
motivated their actions.

Late in his life, George
Washington Littlefield — a
Confederate officer, UT

Since 1981"
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Landscape & Water Features that
The airplane Buddy died in was the “"American Pie "
(Thus the name of the Don McLean song )

Each king in a deck of playing cards represents a great king from history. Spades - King

regent and prominent bene-
factor to the school — had
commissioned ltahan artist
Pompeo Coppini to build a
fountain and statues to Lt
tieheld s heroes. Carleton
said. The artist anug_.!hl (0
include a statue of Pres
dent Woodrow Wilson and
arrange a fountain configu-
ration that represented the
country moving beyond 1ts
fractured past and umifying
behind the fight against
Germany and 1ts alhies in
World War |

But Littlefield later died.
money dned up and Coppi-
ni s vision was never fully
realized, Carleton said
Instead. statues of Davis.,
President George Washing-
ton, Confederate General
Robert E. Lee. Contfederate
Postmaster General John
Reagan and others were
scattered about the campus
without context.

Carleton said aside from
the symbolism of the stat-
ues, they 're works of art
and should be preserved.
He suggests adding explan-
atory plagques that describe
the onginal intention.

“That’s not going to pla-
cate everyone, and | under-
stand that, but | think it’s a
lot better in ining them
to people rather than leaving
it just as it is,” he-said.

hold
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‘Flood waters sweep man to his death; oil well explodes

US: Work permits
Issued after immigration
action delayed

By Juan A. Lozano
Associated Press

HOUSTON The US
government says 1t “erro

- neously  awarded three

year work permits to 2. ((X)
people under President

- Barack Obama’s executive
immigration action after o

judge had put the plan on

The revelation i1s the

- second time the federal

government has had to
clanfy whether part of the
immigration plan had been
implemented after a court
order that put it on hold

In 4 court document
hled Thursday. the Justice
Department said that U.S
Citizen and Immugration
Services discovered thal
about 2.000 individuals had
been mistakenly sent three
year work authorzations
after U.S Dastnct Judge An
drew Hanen in Brownsville.
[exas. 1ssued a preliminan
imjunction on Feb. 16 thal
lemporanly blocked the 1m
migration action

Hanen 1ssued the injund
tion at the request of a
coahition of 26 states. led
by Texas, which have hled
a lawsuit to stop Obama '~
action. A decision from the
Sth U.S. Circunt Court of
Appeals in New Orleans s
pending on whether to hitt
the injunction

“The government sin
cerely regrets these circum-
stances and 1s taking prompt
corrective steps. while gath
ering additional information
about these 1ssues. including
how these errors occurred.
the Justice l)'t‘[‘l;tﬁl‘lh‘ﬂl
wrote 1n its three-page advi
vory o Hanen

The department said the
2.000 individuals had been
ehgible to receive two-year

3

work permits under a4 2010
program and that the three
year work permits were
beng converted into ones
for two years

' he department did no
mmediatedy respond to g
phone call or email seeking
comment late Friday

In a statement. Texas Re
publican Gov. Greg Abbot
sard the actions by Justice
Department lawvers “show
a blatant disregard tor the
rule of law

After months ol obtus

cation and stall tactics by
the Obama Admunmistration
the i esident s law YCIs
have been forced to admat
that lht‘} acted outside
the law by implementing
the president s execulinvg
JImnesty
tederal HI1|_LIL' had ordered
them to stop. Abbott sand

In his Apnl ruling. Hanel
called the tederal povemn
ment “misleading  atter
It revealed that more than
LOX.(XX) {X‘H["h' had already
recenved three-vear e
pricves from deportation as
well as work permits when
the judge had beheved that
no action would be taken
on Obama s immugration
plan betore he issued a rul
Ing on the injunchion

lustice Department attor
nevs have apologized tor
any confusion regarding
the TOXOOK) reprieves and
while insisting they were
granted under a 2012 pro
gram that wasn t atfected
by the injunction

Obama announced the
cxecutive action m Noven
ber, saying lack of action
by Congress torced him 1o
make sweeping changes
o immigration rules on
his own RL‘PHhIh;lHH S il
Obama overstepped his
authority

even atter Jd
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Flower Your Mom with Love, 10
a.m.-noon, -20 Wikdile Preserve and
Jenna Weich Nature Study Center

% Undor o B 9 - Poaps &

Creeps open house, 10am., At Z
Veterinary Clinic and Rehabilitation
Center. atozvet.com.
B Third annual Bourbon St. D.C.
Block Party. 5 pm., Bourbon St. D.C.

B West Texas Talent Association's

BUTPB. Sam, 2pm. 5pm

Noé! Performing Arts Center
Midtand Classical, 2 p.m.

Community calendar

B Lone Star Vintage Show & Sale
s planned for today and at
the Horseshoe Pavilion. Hours for the
antique show are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. today

and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday.
Tickets are $6 for adults and $3 for

children 9-12. For more information,
call 918-619-2875 or visit www.

com.
- I-20 Wildiife Preserve and
Jenna Weich Nature Study Center.
2201 S. Midiand Drive, is to host
Blooms & Butterflies - Flower Your
Mom with Love 10 a.m.-noon today.
The event includes family-friendly
activities such as face-painting and
flower pot painting.
For more information, call 853-9453

Club meetings today

B Comanche Trails Wood Turners,
10a.m. 682-1700

B High Sky Squares, M-Squarena
Square Dance Hall, 2800 W.CR 130,
7:30 - 9:30 pm. 685-32286, 697- 1830,
www_pbsrda com

B Siyker's Professional Toast-
masters Club, 10 am._, Texas Tech
University Health Science Building.
Room 1C12 (west side), 800 W
Fourth St., Odessa; 522-2716,
marken 1986-siykers | @ yahoo.com
hitp //slykersprolessionaltoastmaster -

Recycling container
locations

Large 30-cubxc yard open 10p
containers

B Midiand Citizens Collection
Station — 4100 Smith Road, 685-
7278 — has recycling containers for
cardboard, aluminum, paper and No

1 and No. 2 plastics
8 Midiand (Chaparral
Center) — 3200 N. Road —

Cardboard, paper, aluminum and No
1 and 2 plastics

B Security Bank Balipark west
side — 5514 Champions Drive —
Cardboard, No. 1 and 2 plastics

B H-E-B - 3325 W Wadley Ave
— No. 1 and 2 plastics and cardboard

B Super Mercado — 2208 N. Big
Spring St. — Cardboard

There are aiso 3-cubic yard con-
tainers at most of the local elemen-
tary schools where you can recycle

All recyciables can be taken 10

Butts Recycling Monday through
Saturday Butts Recycling is located
at 26 West Industrial Loop.

For more iInformation call Keep Mid-
land Beautiful at 688-7745 or vist KMB's
websie at keepmidiandbeautiful org

For residential customers, the city
of Midiand will pick up furniture and
apphances at no additional charge.
These tems must be placed in the al-
iey in the city nght-of-way; the city will
not go onto private property, Do not
place your item next o the dumpster;
1 needs 10 be behind your home, in
the alley. These larger ilem collections
must be scheduled with the Solid
7278 10 schedule this service.

When it's open today

U.S. Postal Service
B Graves Station, 3304 W Wadley Ave.
0amwo2pm.

Midiand County Public Library
B Downtown branch

301 W. Missouri Ave.
Sam-6pm.

688-4320

B Centennial branch

2503 W Loop 250 N.
SamioSpm

742-7400

Lottery

Pick 3 morning: 0-1-1
Pick 3 day: 596
Pick 3 9-2-3

st
4 -8
Daly 4 doy: 0060
M: 9-2-1-3
Five: 48-10-16-19

Mega Millions: 9-21-25-66-72
MB.7 '3

S g 1345
8-9-10-11-15

All or day: 1-2-3-6-0-10-
12131417

24-6-7-

AN evening

R
or

940111

said she wasn’t sure if hid-
den cameras had targeted
her.

“1 guess I'll wait and see
the movie,” she said.

Department of Public
Safety spokesman Tom
Vinger said the agency
doesn’t discuss security-re-
lated matters and declined
further comment. Whether
investigators were seeking
information about possible
wrongdoing associated
with the secret videos was
not clear.

The questioning comes
three days after a conserva-
tive group called the Amer-
ican Phoenix Foundation
said it hired 16 activists
to use hidden cameras to
film Texas lawmakers for
months. The group claims
' to have recorded more than
800 hours of video that
exposes lawmaker “hypoc-
risy, such as relationships
that some might see as too
fnendly with lobbyists.
| None of that material has
. been released.

. Amencan Phoenix has

| ies to conservative activ-
1sts who have previously
been arrested for compiling
covert video to embarrass
politicians.

Word of the hidden
. videos was first reported
. Tuesday by the Houston
. Chronicle, which said that
activists hoped to use what
they compiled next year to
target Republican lawmak-
ers they see as too moder-
ate during GOP primaries.

Some conservatives see
the Texas House run by
San Antonio Republican
Joe Straus as unwilling

———

—_——— — e — —— e NS B M T

RiG COUNT

From 1A

to champion grassroots
causes — and have ap-
plauded unsuccessful,

tea party lawmaker-led
attempts to oust him from
the post.

In a statement earlier
in the week, Straus said
the secret documentanans
were counterproductive.
He added that the “un-
pleasant confrontations
have a negative impact on
our ability to conduct the
people’s business.”

Several Democrats said
they believed they, too,
were secretly recorded,
including Houston Reps.
Armando Walle and Har-
old Dutton. But both said
Friday evening that they
had not yet spoken to DPS.

Decriminalizing
truancy

The Texas House has
approved a potentially
landmark measure to stop
charging students who
skip school with a criminal
offense.

Houston Democratic
Rep. Harold Dutton’s bill
passed on a voice vote
Friday and now needs only
a final procedural vote to
clear the House.

A similar measure
already passed the Senate,
but the bills are different
and each would have to
pass the opposite chamber
before becoming law.

In fiscal year 2014, near-
ly 100,000 Texas students
received misdemeanors
for too many unexcused
absences. Under Dutton’s
proposal, 10 unexcused

" Canada and North America

time last year.

international

international rig count fi
| Baker Hu

country in parentheses

<
'

-

Canada’s rig count fell four this week
' to 75. There were 16 oil rigs, down one.
S9 natural gas rnigs, down seven; and zero
rigs listed as miscellaneous, unchanged.
Canada had'145 rigs a year ago this week.
The total number of rigs in North
America fell 15 this week to 969. There
were 2,000 rigs in North America at this

| On Thursday, Baker Hughes released its
' gures for April.

ghes reported 2,268 rigs world-
wide. The U.S. ended April with 976 rigs,

accounting for 43.03 percent of all rigs

The following are the total rig counts
by region, with the top three rig counts by

@ Africa: 120 (Algeria, 56; Angola, 15;

Asia-Pacific: 228 (India, 110; Indone-
sia, 32; China offshore, 26).

B Europe: 119: (Turkey, 30; Norway,
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absences in six months, or
three in four weeks, would
result in a civil fine of
$100 maximum.

But advocates say they
hope Dutton’s bill will be
changed to become more
like Senate version,
which contains more
responsibilities for school
districts.

Waste of time

A Texas House push
to exclude the state from
observing daylight saving
time has collapsed amid
concerns that doing so
would make residents
choose between going to
church and watching the
Dallas Cowboys.

After a lengthy, often
outlandish debate, lawmak-
ers defeated the much-
watched proposal Friday
56-79. -

Its sponsor, Van Re-
publican Rep. Dan Flynn,
called changing clocks
twice annually “simply a
hassle that we don’t need
anymore.”

Supporters said scrap-
ping daylight saving time
would keep children from
heading to school in pre-
dawn darkness.

But the fervor waned
amid realizations that,
while the start of Sunday
church in Texas would
change, NFL start imes
elsewhere may not.

It reached crescendo
when Dallas Democratic
Rep. Rafael Anchia de-
clared: “] don’t want to miss
church, and 1 don’t want to

|8; United Kingdom offshore, 15).

B Latin America: 325 (Argentina, 107

Mexico, 67: Venezuela, 55).

B Middle East: 410 (Saudi Arabia, 126;

stones:

Oman, 64; Iraq, 53).
More energy news

Don’t miss the Oil Report in Sunday 's
Reporter-Telegram. This week's big six

B The petroleum index has fallen ‘in

chunks’ as oilfield activity has declined.
B Start-up Luxe Energy has its eyes on

com/midland.

For more information about the Baker

nities in West Texas.
Job recruiter says
layoffs could climb
market could return in 2016.

B Dow Chemical says new technol-
ogy will help oil companies recycle waste

industry
20,000 but the job

waler.

B There's a grass-roots in the
pllinstoblockl(cystonemhpuh.

B Low oil and gas prices have slowed de-
mand for leases on land in ing.

More energy news is also

online at mrt.com/business/oil and fuelfix.

T—————  —

A freight
railed in North Texas dur-
ing stormy weather leaving
17 cars off the tracks and
four crewmembers slightly
hurt.

BNSF Railway spokes-
man Joe Faust said the
derailment ned early
Friday near Valley View,
50 miles northwest of Dal-
las. Four,engines and 13
cars derailed.

Faust said the south-
bound train was hauling
a variety of freight to the
Fort Worth area, but no
hazardous materials. Noth-
ing spilled.

He said four crewmem-
bers were transported
to a Denton hospital for
observation with injuries
not believed to be life-
threatening.

Faust said flood waters
from heavy rains under-
mined the track, causing
the derailment. He said
BNSF crews hope to have
the track reopened by mid-
day Saturday.
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store, but now being under
the influence of alcohol
while on the job would
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