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Cuts would shut down MARC

State House, Senate propose to cut 10 percent to Medicaid reimbursements

By Kathleen Thurber

Staff Writer

Russell Shannon's 32-year-old

yon has been a consumer at
MARC since he was 25

When his family moved o
Andrews 29 years ago, Shannon

said they relied on services

Midland to help their son. Now

an adult hiving n one of

MARC s residential facilities,

sOn into a vocational program, 1o

give his days a purpose while
also helping him contribute to

mn

society.

i the 10 percent cut 10 Medi-
caid reimbursements proposed
by the state House and Senate is
passed, Benjamin Wright,
MARC s executive director, said

all of those programs will go

Shannon said the organization 1s

working to help integrate theur

(Gambling
in Texas”

Odds just
oot better

® Budget woes could
sway state lawmakers.

By Ramit
Plushnick-Masti

Associated Press

HOUSTON — A $15
billion state budget gap
that has raised the specter
of massive funding cuts
has upped the ante on
gambling in Texas, with
some opponents fearnng
that their allies in the Leg-
islature could turn to gam-
ing to help lessen the blow

At least one bill calling
o legalize casino gam-
bling is expected this leg-
islative session and getting
support from some
Democrats who tradition
ally support such meas-
ures. Two years ago when
the Legislature last met,
there were several gam
bling bills put forward.
None passed

But with a budget crisis
looming — and funding to
public education, health
care and other state servic
es on the chopping block

gambling opponents
aren’t taking any chances

Both sides have said
legalizing gambling could
generate at least $1 billion
in revenue, which lawmak-
ers could dole out as they
see fit. Even with a more
conservative Legislature this
year, some believe a billion-
dollar temptation could
sway more lawmakers.

Please see ODDS/4A

ONLINE »

www.mywestiexas.com

TAKE THE POLL:
“Should statewide gam-
bling be legalized in
Texas If ks revenue
could pay for public

programs?”

RESPONSE?
Yes 70 percent

No 30 percent
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ABOVE: Will Dworsky,
10, spins a wheel with
magnets and wire
attached to make electric-
ity to light a small light
bulb Thursday night at
Family Night at the Petro-
leum Museum where the
theme was “Iinventions.”

RIGHT: Haleigh Cle-
venger, 11, blows out her
marshmallow after it ignit-
ed on her coat hanger
roaster.

Photos by Tim
Fischer
Reporter-Telegram
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demolish the system as it is,”
Wright said. “People with dis-
abilities have very little. Now
we're going to tell them that
they've got to leave their home
because we as stewards of their
resources haven 't done a good
iob.”

Shannon, who also serves on
the Texas Council for Develop-
mental Disabilities and will be in
Austin regarding the issue next
week, saud if programs like
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MARC shut down, the state
won't be saving money but
instead shifting its costs else-
where while also doing a great

disservice o people like his son
and the about | 17 other adults at

MARC.

“My fear as a parent (1s that)
when these cuts take place, if
something 1s not worked out,
unfortunately a lot of those peo
ple are going to end up in hospi
tals, state schools, local jails or

~prisons, - Shannon sad
Wright-said MARC already
will absorb an approximale
$120,000 loss after a 2 percent
decrease on Medicaud resmburse
ment rates for disabled individu
als was enacted in February. I
the 10 percent cuts are passed,
MARC will lose another
$S500,000 1o $S600.000 from s
budget, which Wright saud would

effectively close s doors

Please see MARC/4A

CAF goes

up against
longhorn in
ad selection

® 1991 commercial could be
chosen for 25th anniversary of
‘Don’t Mess with Texas campaign

By Kathleen Thurber
Stall Writer

After beating out ads featuring the Tyler
Longnders and George Strat, the Com
memorative Air Force Museum now is up
against the Texas longhorn for title of the
state’s favorite “"Don’t Mess With Texa
commercial

I'he op advertisement 1s being selected
as part of the 25th anniversary of the ant
litter campaign that's run by the Texas
Department of Transportation. A winner
will be announced after voting 1s closed at
559 a.m Mill’ll’u}’. said Gene Powell, [ruh
lic information officer for TxDot's Odessa
District office

“Right now we're ahead,” Powell saud
“It’'s been up against George Strait, now it’s
up against the Texas longhorn. Both of
those are such Texas icons it's kind of
neat.”

Filmed in 1991 on State Highway 355
near McCamey, the CAF ad — Hiimed

when the orgamization
TO VOTE

still was known as the
Confederate An
hitp://dont Force features &
messwith truck driver tossing
texas.org/ out a plastic bottle
celebrityface onto the road. Shortly
off/ after, the B-1/, “Sen
timental Journey,
flies up over the West
Texas hill to indicate to the driver that no
matter where litter happens, someone 15
overhead watching.

“We all smile about it,” said Autumn
Hicks, director of membership marketing
and public relations at the CAF, “lIt's some
thing that we're proud of because Texas 1s
our home. We're proud to do what we can
to support Texas and take care of her.

The contest began six weeks ago with 38
commercials that have been taped over the
decades. Favorites then were picked
through online voting and matched up
against each other in pairings to get to the
final face-off.

Hicks said they've been sending out ¢
mail blasts about the contest and it has
shown up on aviation websites nationwide.
The campaign has worked, according to

Please see CAF/4A
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David Austin died January

Nursing Home, Midland

David was born April 27, |

1945 in Tyler, Texas to Ken
neth C. Austin and Jackie L
Austin David grew up
Midland and graduated from
Midland High School. In his
retirement  years David did

many
Genealogy

brothers, Simon Sanchez,

Hipolito  Sanchez  and
Casimiro Sanchez.
Survivors include two

daughters, Adela Cantu of

| Stanton and Yolanda Lucio
of Midland. She had four

sons, Victor Esparza, Jr. ol
Midland, Tommy Esparza of
Stanton, Ross Esparza of
Lubbock and Randy Esparza

| of Grand Prairie. Two sisters,

Trine Salazar of Stanton and
Maria Alvesia Sanchez of
Midland: her brothers, Emie

| Sanchez. Frank Sanchez, and

Nick Sanchez. all of Stanton,
- Ysidrio Sanchez and Basilio

- Sanchez

ut T = | had 21 Grandchildren and 14
31, 2011 at Trinity Meadows | Creat Geandchildeen

l

|
)

hours of research in |

He is preceded in death by |

His Mother and Father Ken

neth and Jackie Austin and
brother Asa Pebbles. David's |

Cremaines will be laid 10 rest

by the side of his Mother and |

Father in Garden Ol
Memories-Crestview  section
Lufkin, Texas Armrangements
are under the direction of El
lis Funeral Home. Condolen
ces may be offered at www.e
Hisfunerals.com

Fllis Funeral Home

Funerals & Cremations
.
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Funeral services for Emma
Sanchez Esparza of Stanton
have been set for Monday al

.00 p.m. on February 2
2011 at the St. Joseph s Cath
olic Church with Monsignor
Schwertner ofhiciating. inter
ment will follow at St. Jose
ph's Catholic Cemetery. A
Rosary will be recited at 7:00
p.m. Sonday, February 20
2011 at the Stanton Memon
al Funeral Home & Chapel

Emma Esparza Sanchez
age 73, of Stanton, died
Thursday, February 17/, 201]
in Midland. Emma was born
May 1, 1938

She 1s preceded in death by
her husband, Victor Esparza,
Sr.. her parents,

By Jay Root

As soclated Press

AUSTIN lill‘lhﬁlu'
minority growth in Texas
has turned a handful of
once solidly Republican
congressional seats into
bastions of ethnic divers)
ty, putting added pressure
on GOP leaders to shore
up their districts with
white voters who tradi
tionally favor the party

Look no further than the
seat held by the once
mighty U.S. House Major
ity Leader Tom Del.ay,

Republican of Sugar Land,

As currently drawn, his
District 22 — now In the
hands of U.S. Rep. Pete
Olson and anchored in
fast-growing Fort Bend
County near Houston
was 6] percent white In
2000, according to figures
provided by the Texas
Legislative Council,
Today, with the new 2010
Census numbers, it’s 45.5
percent white. The num
bers of blacks, Hispanics
and Asians all rose
sharply.

There's a similar story
in the district held by the
top Texas Republican
fundraiser and organizer
in Congress — U.S. Rep.
Pete Sessions of Dallas,
who chairs the National
Republican Congressional
Committee. In 2000, the
district was 501 percent
white. Now 11 s a majority
minority district, with
more than 42 percent ol
them Hispanic and Y per
cent black.

Hiﬁ?nkn have a genet

Iris Morgan

| Upherm

of Midland. She

Funeral arrangements are

- under the direction of Stanton

Memonal Funeral Home &
(hapel

Iris Morgan, 96, of Mud
land went home fo be with

' her Lord and Savior Tuesday,
Ins was |

V14 near |

February 15, 2011
born Aprid 1]

Blanchard OK 1o Lemuel and |

| Jessie Mae Moore of Blan

chard. OK. She was marmed

' to Raymond French and he
| passed away in 1965.  Ins
| later marmed Lester Morgan |
| who also [‘rlt'u‘lh'tl her In
| death

Ins worked for MISD and

| retired in the late 1980's. She
| was an
| Cornerstone
t low ship until sheé was unable

active member of
Chnistian Fel-

1o attend

Iris was preceded in death
by her daughter Patricia
French Morgan, and two sons
Jun \Lﬂp.m of  Blanchard
OK, and David Morgan ol
San Diego, CA.  Also pre
ceding her 1n death were four
brothers and four sisters

Surviving Mrs. Morgan 1s:
\ON Keith Morgan
(Bervelene) of Midland, TX:
daughters Ann White (Jack)
of Phoemix, AZ. Betty Ann

Hood of Oklahoma City, OK, |
| ties over the years mcludlnf.
| leaching |

a brother Joe Moore (Ruth)
of Blanchard OK., and a sister
Dell Bailey of Tomball, TX.
Grand children are Gina
(Landon), Gaylan
Morgan (Patricia), Alan Mor-
gan and Kris Morgan all ol
Midland, TX, Great grand-

children are Enc Opheim,
Brooke Opheim, Tiffany
Simonds, Bnttany Morgan,

. Kara Morgan and Knstopher

Francisco |

Morgan

ally younger population
and are less llkcly 10 be
eligible to vote, but the
sheer numbers and future
voting strength have not
gone unnoticed.

“The Republicans do
have to react,” said Cal
Jillson, political scientist
at Southern Methodist
University in Dallas, “I
think they will first look
at that Pete Sessions dis-
irict and move him a little
bit north, and take some
Anglos out of ... the

adjoining districts to make

him safe.”

The new figures that
will be used in the con-
gressional redistricting
process were released by
the U.S. Census Bureau
this week. Operatives on
both sides of the political
aisle are just now begin-
ning to look at the implhi-
cations of the data, which
showed a dramatic
increase in the Hispanic

A

 The family will receive
friends from 6: 00pm. to
$:00p.m., Friday February 158

| at Ellis Funeral Home. Fu-
neral services will be held
Saturday 19, 2011
at 2:00p.m. in the Ellis Fu-

neral Home chapel, with bur-
ial 1o follow at Resthaven
Memonal Park.

Condolences may be left a
www.ellisfunerals.com.
Services are under the direc-
tion of Ellis Funeral Home. -
Ellis Funeral Home

Funersis & Cremeabons
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| Eschberger was  welcomed

Jessalyn Tuttle

L im0 heaven on  Thursday
| February 17. 2011, She wis
. born i Commerce, Jexas n

1921 to Jim and Hazel Tuttle

| She moved to Midland when
. she was S5 years old where
| she resided for the majority
of her hie

1939 graduate of Midiand

| High School and continued
| her education at Texas Wom

- en's College
" married the love of her hife,

fom Paul “Tar” Tarwates

. who adored her until his last
' days. She recently recounted
her early years of their mar-
riage as some of her favonte
times
danced through 27 wonderful
| years of Jove and life togeth-
Cer, until his death mn 1970
Their family life was charac- |
terized by laughter, celebra-
| tion and great fniends.

As a couple, they

Jessalyn was very active in

the Jumor League of Midland |

and was n the hirst provi- | Saturday.

sional

founding member of the Mid
land Cotenie Club and was an

active member of the Rake |
. M¢Nett Funeral Home.

| and Spade Garden Club. She

- Eschberger
- their marmage, they enjoyed

was a lifelong member of |

First Presbytenan Church, in-
volved in a vanety of activi-

Sunday Schoo

Later in her life she marned
her long-time Inend Lamas
['hroughout

time spent at Lake LBJ and
international travel until his
death in 1999,

She was a gracious lady
who touched many and was
loved by everyone who knew
her. She will be remembered

population in Texas

The Latino growth
accounted for two-thirds
of the state’s population
gains between 2000 and
2010, and Latinos now
make up 38 percent of the
population. Non-Hispanic
whites dropped to 45.3
percent and blacks make
up 11.5 percent of the
population. Hispanics
make up 48.3 percent of
the under-18 population.

Texas grew more than
any other state, and it's
also adding more congres-
sional seats than any oth-
er. Where the four new
seats will go won't be
clear for months, as law-
makers propose maps and

In
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' Michael
- Askins and Jim Dowling

In 19435 she |

' McNett

class She was a |

MEMORIAL |
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and his wife Rachel of Plano,
¢ Howard Askins
her husband Cooper, of
Dar es Salaam, Tanzana,
Ryan Owen and his wile
Ashley and Michael Owen
and hus wife Damiclle, all ol
Midland: great grandchil-
dren: Kylee Howard, Kaden

Howird and Emrey Owen:

and numerous extended fami
ly members, Pallbearers are
Paul Howard, Ryan Owen.
Owen,  Cooper

I'he famuly wishes to thank

' Dr. Bartha and the caring an

gels at Hospice Midland
Following a family grave
side  service, a  memonal

- service will be held on Tues
- day, February 22, 201) a

First Presbytenan Church af
2:00 pm. Services are undes

L Amanllo

the direction of Elhs Funeral |

L Jl) be
Mliﬂdlhi.
Mll”dﬂii

(ondolences

Home Memonals
made 1o Hospice
911 West Texas
Texas 79701

Jessalvn was a | may he offered at www . ellisd

' unerals.com

| son, Sanford Smmth

F)is Funeral Home |

Funerals & Cremations
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Death Notices
Jesse Alaniz

Jesse Alaniz, 68, of An-
drews died on Wednesday,
Feb. 16, in Andrews Courr
iy, -

Services will be at 2:00

. p.m. Sunday at Our Lady

Catholic
A ro

of Lourdes
Church 1in Andrews

| Saturday, Feb. 19, &
| p.m. at Sunset Memonal Fu

sary will be at 7:00 p.m., |

Feb, 19, al
Funeral

Home |
| Chapel. Burial will be n |

Andrews North Cemetery |

under the direction ol

Survived by wife, Mary

- Alamz, SONS, Ricky
| Alaniz, Jerry  Alamiz,
Adam Alaniz; daughter,

| Sandra Alaniz; five broth-

ers: three sisters: seven

- grandchildren and  six
- great-grandchildren.

Cory

Cory Lee Puga, 19, of Big
Serlng died on Sunday, Feb
13, in Lubbock.

Services were at 1:00 p.m
Friday at Sacred Hearnt Cath-
olic Church with bunal al

| |

e mca g e rm—

e - -

Crystal Puga; brother, Chad
Felix Flores, Jr.

Felix Flores, Jr., 34, of An-
drews died on Feb. 15, in An-

drews.
Services will be at 10:00

.a.m, Saturday, Feb. 19, o

Andrews North Cemetery un-
der the direction of McNett
Funeral Home. A Rosary will
be held at 700 p.m. Friday.
Feb. 18, &t McNett Funeral
Home | in Andrews.
Survived by children, To-
ny, Breanna Flores, Felicia
Flores, Amaya Flores, Mat-

thew Flores: father, Felix
Flotes. Sr: mother, Sallie
Infamte:  brothers, Adam
Flores. Juan Galindo, Abel

Flores. Beto Flores, sisters, |
. Ramirez. 44, of Big Spning
- died on Wednesday, Feb. 16

Marivell Kimbrell, Elizabeth
Flores, Rebekah Infante

- - R Sl —

- Jerry Smith

Jerry Lee Smith, 72, died
on Fnday, Feb. 158

Services will be at 200

Baptist Church 0 Midiand

Graveside services will be at |
Tuesday, Feb. 22, '
| sus Ramirez. Sr.. sons. Jesus

200 pm.,
at Memonial Park Cemetery

are under the direction ol

' Nalley-Pickle & Welch Fu

neral Home & Crematory ol
Midland

Survived by wife Barbara
daugh
ter, Elizabeth Smuth; 2 grand
children; 2 brothers and | sis

1Cr _

Karen Enmis. 66, died on |

Friday, Feb. 18
Services are pending with
Ellis Funeral Home.

EE o e f—

Larry Bruns

Larry Ray Bruns, 55, died

| on chm:ulu}. Feb., 16, n |

. neral- Home.
scheduled for |
100 |
- daughters,
| Tammy

(Odessa
Service 18

neral Home Chapel, 6801 E
Business 20, Odessa. Funeral
arrangements  are under the
direction of Sunset Funeral
Home

Survived by wife, Janet:

| mother, Ruby Bruns; brother,

Curtis Bruns, children, Gina
Lindsey, Mike Lee: Jimmy
Lee: 6 grandchildren, one
mece, one grand-nephew and
numerous cousins and loving
n-laws

Mary Rhodes

Mary Margaret Rhodes
83, of Odessa died on Thurs
day, February 17, at Parks
Methodist Retirement Vil
lage

SUHHL‘{] by SONs. [,.1%

' rence Rhodes. Jesse Rhodes

James Rhodes; daughter,

B il A . T T . e = r =

certain court action
follows.

Rep. Burt Solomons,
chairman of the Texas
House Redistricting Com-
mittee, says It's premature
to talk about specific
maps and who gets what.

But he said trying to
keep incumbents in their
seats 1s a legally legiti-
mate goal of redistricting.

“Every incumbent
wants 1o be protected,”
Solomons said, “It’s just
part of what goes on In
redistricting.”

The racial breakdown
suggests that a Hispanic-
dominated seat in north
Texas could help shore up
districts held by Republi-

:lFl:'I!}i PJ.‘JH E Fj! T‘IJTF

Remember your lost loved ones.

Pay tribute to that special friend or family
member in the Midland Reporter-Telegram.

To place @ memorial ad contact:
Kim Walk @ 432-687-8816 or email: kwalk @ mrt.com

can incumbents such as
Sessions because the
minorities could be taken
out of the Republican’s
district and put into a new
one. U.S. Rep. Kenny
Marchant, also from the
Dallas suburbs, had a dis-
trict that was 64 percent
white but has now
dropped to 47 percent
white, figures show,
North Texas Reps. Joe
Barton and Michael
Burgess also saw signifi-
cant declines in white vot-

- Donk

Arrangements |

- Midland

" Memonal
- will be Sunday, Feb, 20 from
 O-8 p.m. al
. Home. Arrangements are un
| der the direction of Ellis Fu
Mary Kiphart, sister, Juanita |

Services will be at 10:00
am. , Feb. 21, o
Hubbard-Kelly Funeral
Home Chapel. Interment will
follow at Sunset Memonial
Gardens. There will be a visi-
tation from 6:00 1o 5:00 p.m.
Sonday, Feb. 20, at Hubbard-
Kelly Funeral Home. Serv-
jces entrusted to Hubbard.

Kelly Fuperal Home.

Roger Donk

Roger Donk, 85, of Odessa
died on Wednesday, Feb, 16.
Service will be at 2:00 p.m
Sunday, Feb. 20, at Hubbard-

- Kelly Funeral Home Chapel

Services entrusted o
Hubbard-Kelly Funeral
Home

Survived by sons, Bnan
Donk (Knstine), Doug Donk
(Jennifer), brother, Termry
(Jane), 2
granddaughters; 2 meces.

Sandra De La Garza

Services were at 400 p.m

Thursday at Myers & Smith
- Chapel
C were at 10200 am. Friday al
| Sacred
pm, Monday, Feb. 21, at First |
. Myers

Funeral services
Hean Catholic
Church. Arrangements are by
& Smith Funeral
Home

Survived by husband, Je

Ramirez. Jr.. Justin Ramirez
daughter, Kayleen Ramurez

. parents, Dolores and Eliseo
' De La Garza: three sisters.
| and several nmieces and neph
| EWS

Tonya Jarrett

fonya Sue Jarrett, 50 ol
died on Wednes
dd}llh 16

Family is receiving fnends
on Sunday, Feb. 20, from
100 pm. 10 400 pm. al
Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin - Fu
neral Home. Memonal ser

L 1ce will follow at 5:00 p.m. at

22()7 W. Rhode Island. Serv
wes are under the direction of
Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin = Fu

Survived by husband, Ed
ward Gee, son, Andrew Bear:

fonya Keller,
Dellinger, Felicia
Ford, Amanda Bear, Christal
Jeffcoat, brother, Tommy
White;  sisters,  Tammy
White, Tyra Millwood: moth

- er. Barbara Winkler: thirteen
| grandchildren, two nephews,
L One  nieces.
| COUSINS

and numerous

Truman Friday, 91, died on

. February 17

Services have been sched
uled for Monday, Feb. 21, al
1 1:00 a.m. at the Ellis Funer-
al Home Chapel with inter
memt to follow at Resthaven
Park. Visitation

Fllis Funeral

neral Home

Census: Texas GOP bastions becoming more diverse

ers and large increases in
Hispanic clout. Sen. Kel
Seliger, chairman of the
Senate redistricting panel,
told The Associated Press
that it “looks like there's
going to be a new congres-
sional seat in North Texas.
Because civil rights laws
gcncrally mandate the Pro-
tection of minority voting
interests Seliger said it's
possible that the seat
would be a “minonty or
Hispanic influence
district.”

Christopher Adam “C.A.” Montez

ST
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Mom, Dad, J

The Pockers won
-

.
J -

-

b B e -

ess|
zour son Hunter Montez
S.

pe Bowl XLV!!

02-19-83 - 08-10-08

To Chris our son, brother and
father, we thank God, for the blessing you
were, for the joy of your laughter, and the
warmth of your smile, your memories will

live one always with us Chris|
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Felix Hawkins and his wife Shirley Hawkins lay out and enjoy the warm weather at White |
Hock Lake in Dallas, on Friday. The couple have been married for 58 years.
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FROM WIRE REPOKTS

COLLEGE STATION
Texas Forest Service
warns of possible
wildfires

1he lexas Forest Serv.
Ice 18 staging aircralt and
OLRCT EMETZENCY resources
over the potential for
weekend wildiires m north
and west parts of the state

Ihe agency on Friday
reported it's responded, 1n
the past week, 1o 47 hires
that covered more than
30000 acres. Sunday 15
lorecast 10 be a potentially
critical llil} for wildfires
s 15 Vn.‘tlnt"-.dd}

| he National Weather
Service and the agency are
warning that wind speeds
could pick up and relative
humidity levels could
ulrfr'}

Meteorologist Greg Mus
doch saud the Texas Pan
handie and the area west of
a line from Wichita Falls 1o
Abilene 1o Del Rio are of
particular concern

LEVELLAND

DPS identifies 2 dead
In plane crash

Authorntes have went
fied the two people killed
and two mjured 1in a small
plane crash at a Texas
High Plains airport as Lub
bock residents

Texas Department of
Public Safety Cpl. John
Gonzalez on Fniday said
62-year-old pilot fun.
\nihum Franklin and 27
yeul old-Daniel Rene
Lopez died at the scene

| he Federal Aviation
Admimmstration said the
crash happened Thursday
night at Levelland Munici

| l-'ppcrcu% I;j_*.
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Saturday Only!
0% OFF

Slate Table Top Fountains

=2
w D0% OFF §
//? Mac Sculpture Candles, Luminary Candles, N
282 [ caning Tree Cards & Select oluspa

r 40% OFF

Niven Morgan Jean Ba
Woven Ba

S50% OFF

Pictures, Mirrors, Lamps

Is Sponsored By:

Brown'’s Permian
Electric Co., Inc.

803 5. Marlenfeld - P.O. Box 5073

432-683-2971
Fax 432-683-2077

pal Airport, about 30 miles
west of Lubbock,

Covenant Medical Cen
ter spokeswoman Holly
Kennedy said the two sur-
vivors were in fair cond)
uon Frniday at the Lubbock
h(hpllal

DPS says 27-year-old
Chnistine Lee Lopez, who
wis marmed 1o Danel
Lopez, sulfered multiple
injunes and broken bones
Twenty-nine-year-old
Cody Adam Brockman has
a broken It'y

FAA spokesman Lynn
Lunsford says the single
engine Cessna 152 was on &
pleasure thght from Lubbock

NEW MEXICO
U.S. Sen. Bingaman
announces retirement

ALBUQUEROUE
As U.S. Sen. Jeff Binga
man shook hands of those
congratulating him on his
years of service, he turned
to the crowd and said
‘Sure seems hike a wake in
here, doesnt int”

”'I'L‘ fl-a" )l.’dl Hlii l]t‘]niu
rat announced Friday that
he would retire alter the
end of his current term.
which ends in two years
| he decision was the latest
in a string of departures to
hit congressional Demaoc
rats as they head to the
2012 elections

I'he party holds a 53-47
majonty, including two
independents who side with
them. Democrats must
defend 21 of the 24 seats
on the ballot next year,
when they will face a strug
gle to retain control

President Barack Obama
praised Bingaman after the
announcement, saying in a
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statement that he “has
been a tireless advocate for
preserving America s natu
ral resources and promot-
ing a clean energy future.”

NEW MEXICO
Panel shelves
proposals to ban
same-sex marriage

SANTA FE A House
commuittee has shelved
proposals 10 stop same-sex
marmage 1in New Mexico

Three measures were
tabled Thursday by the
Consumer and Public
Alfairs Committee on par
ty-line 3-2 votes, with
Democrats OpPpoOsing the
proposals. The move likely
Kills the measures for the
session because they re
stuck 1n the commitiee
uniess members reconsides
and change their votes

'l%n H'I Ih;_* l““[““‘*lll"-
were constitutional amend
ments 1o define marnage
4s being between a man
and woman. Supporters
*--Hil volers sh -ul:l decide
the late of the Propx wed
constitutional changes
One bill would have pro
hibited New Mexico from
FeCOZNIZING SAIMe-sex mas
nages from another state

Attorney General Ganry
King 1ssued a nonbinding
legal opinion last month
Saying that out-of-stale
same-sex marnages likely
are vahd in New Mexico

Dallas officer put on

PAGE BA

leave after Facebook post

Associated Press

DALLAS — A Dallas
police officer has been

placed on paid administra-

tive leave after brdgging
on Facebook that she cut
a hospital worker’s face
by throwing a boot at him
during a dispule, one ol
several inflammatory
posts by the six-year
veleran.

Sr. Cpl. Cat Lalitte »
under investigation over
the incident and whether
she violated department
policy on social network
ing, Dallas police
spokesman Lt. C L
Williams said Friday

Williams said the probe

could include other Face-
book posts by Lafitte. The
Dallas Morning News
reported that Lafitte post-
ed a picture of a small
black boy surrounded by
officers with the com-
ment. "Quick sprinkle
some crack on im!” That
iem apparently had been
removed Friday.

The 32-year-old officer
also has posts disparaging
homeless people, includ-
ing a description of her-
velf as an “Official Bum
Roller,” a police term for
dealing with the
homeless

Latitte didn t return a
phone call from the Asso-
crated Press on Friday

FELONYARRESTS

Yioiation of parole:

Michael £E. Benavidez, 37
of Midiand, was arrested
Thurmy by Midiland erun?-f
Jeputes on a f',h-'dfgﬁ of viola
tion of parole

Manue! M. Franco. 44 of
Odessa. was arrested Thurs

day by Midland County

. deputies on a charge of deal

ing a controtied substance

Forgery of a financial
instrument:

Joe L. Fuentes Jr., of Mid
land, was arrested T hursday
by Midiand County deputies
on a charge of forgery of a
financal instrument

Possession of a con-
trolled substance:

Jason E. Fuller, 42, of Mdld!-rl
was arrested Thursday by Mid

land County deputies on charges

A possesson o a controlled
substance, tampenng with ev
dence and cnmmal NONSUDDon

Evading arrest:
Steven Hernandez. Z28. of
Midland. was arrested Thurs

ﬂmmm KEPOKTS

day by Midiand police on a
charge of evading arrest, with
DIévIOUsS COrnvichions

Theft:

Michael S. McFariand, 19
of Midiand, was arrested
lursday by Midland County
deputies on charges of theft
and wiolation of probation

Evading arrest:

Germy J Miller, 21, of M-
and, was arrested Thursday
by Midiand County deputies
on a charge of evading arrest
N a motor yvenicie

Bench warrant:

Davidd A. Yanhouten, 34, of
Odessa. was arrested Thurs
day by Midland County
deputies for a bench warramt

Forgery of a financial
instrument

Friscila J. Wilson, 37. was
arrested Thursday by 238th
Judicial District Court officials
on a.charge of lorgery of a
hinancial nstrument

Source. Midland County
Sherift's (Nice

THNASIUM

4400 N. Mudland Drive
Comerstone Shopping

Center
(432)-0890919

Fun Facts Sponsored by

FRANKLIN FOLIAGE

LANDSCAPING

“Serving West Texas Since 1981~
Fall Cleanup, Winter Color, I

Qutdoor Lighting, Tree Trimming

685-3521

www.franklinfoliage.com

ﬂhr‘. PACINC oven uses one Kilowat-nour :'__Jf l-'*i{:{.?rl.f.r‘.'y in about 20 minutes. but one kKiowatt-hour will

power a 1V Tor 3 hours. rui
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e (heck, clean of

i d:..”:.’ ﬁ-i” ”'illr,’ h_r.f |

The professionals at Bosworth will:

® Check ond colibrote

reploce hiter(s) thermostal(s)

e (leon condenser coil ® (heck condenser

® Check electricol connections - fon mator(s)

® Inspect ond /or clean ® (heck reloys
condensote droin and copocitors

® Inspect sofety controls o (heck temperoture

® Check refrigeront chorge differentiol

® Check omperoge  Maintenance supplies

*Includes o1 pleated fiter S40 00 for each oddhonal system

Worth the Call.
570-5233

www.bosworthco.com

Call or Click today to schedule
your Spring Clean & Check!

Company

2 hours, and keep

an sdecine clock i i"”i"'} for

14 000 Chnistian denominations in the worid
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Ex-principal testifies former-inmates lied

i IR - about the tic. “It might have.”
Things to do By y Blaney Ts“mm | lhu" o) in Pmyﬂou“m. ::‘ “:N'::"J, one w'm’mm But he disputed a former WASHIN
| Associated Press " ” 'Fu“l . M’ o Myﬂlufﬂd teacher’s testimony that when Republican-
O e e | . G M'Wdﬁmdﬂ‘ o said he wasn't sure told he shouldn’t be alone with House votec
ning TreeKeepers Tree Care Sem- LUBBOCK - The former before sexually abusing them in Hernandez fohres aases e asked who would be greenhouse-
nar, 9 am.- noon w:ymﬂ:l‘n principal of a juvenile prison 2004 and 2005 Brookins was about testimony from one bclmed ol Sttt and privatel
Texas Forest Service wil discuss the school 1ld a jury Friday that five  sentenced in April 10 10 years in  aceu and & ’m the accuser “I'm telling you 1 did not say leges from 1
proper way 10 plant and maintan .: former inmates made up Hllcgil“ prison. ’ who m m}m aad that mz told Tanner. tors on Frnid
11668 101 hOMEs Of DUSINESsEs ANd - tions of sexual abuse and they Hermnandez denied the allega- *"_bﬂl up to her * ' 7 also said only one ing the pro-
will share proper pruning practces - may have conspired on a plan o tions during testimony Thursday. straightening his tic at ahg’l mThc 5 m"mw:hcr i A saihasts of
8 10m a Yasa Cr o P On Friday, he faced cross-cxami-  fion ceremamy & Hiicd it was ~ about spending time alone with that also w
Kuds” radiothon for Chidren s Miacie John Paul Hernandez, 45, has nation. Prosecutor Lisa Tanner former lcachef : fﬂ was amstes. Early in the tial, as the billion from
Network. 8 am 10 7 p.m., Dilard's been charged in || indictments asked him why — if there was 2 inappropnate w“b: m . e oresented its Shas spending.
Countyard. Music City Mall. Odessa with crimes including a sexual plot — two of the young men ini-  inmate 10 have such ¢ contac ‘P: s Rt i s But as a f
" 8 Road-A-Rame, Pebcioun AN harge. Prosecutors say tially denied they had been with Hernandez . . ' ncared on tl
rl - :k 5 I R HH kin ,lhc dbu:ed “I can’t swear that it didn’t fied they had spoken to Hernan- measure, ne
B WSD Famiy Faw,” 10 am.-1 crmandeZ and Kay Drookins, ' Ca. _ - s . .
pm Gi;ﬁ:t Idi; meﬁ%: former assistant at the West Texas “Not a good part of the plan, happen,” Hernandez testified dez about L:;“"::;’“"’k'
for. 301 yle! % rarc aC
an opportuntty for MISD parents and = =D HREE NEOSIR.T e w— . ¢ S T SN U L e Camong rank
students 10 ieam about The OpPOy R Can
nithes that awad them in the @w + o cut an ad
— an senwence illon.
8 Monster Trucks Ector County “The Am

Cokseurn, Odessa

B Midessa Motorcycle Show, 9
am -5 pm Horseshoe AGMISHION
$5 aduits, §2 ages 12 and younger

8 ‘Seussical the Musicdl, 230
and 8 p m.. Permian Playhouse, 310
W 42nd St Tickets can be pur
chased at the box office. Or oniing At
Dermianplaynouse com of Dy Caing
550-5456 1 the aflermoor

B Musical ‘Okiahoma.” Cole The
alre. 2000 W Wadiey Ave. 1ickets
Jisit the box office at 2000 W
Wadley. call the box office at 570
4111 or g0 1o www MCiMmediand org

Sunday

B Wes! Texas Musiciest, Los
Lonely Boys, 7-10 p.m., Horseshos
Tickets on sales at Endiess Honzons
in Odessa. The Horseshoe in Mid-
land angd a! www mMdlandhorse
SO COMm

B10th Annual “KICKS Cares for
Kiis” Rathothon Bam 105 p0.m
Dillard's Countyard. Music City Mal
L 454

Black History Month

Barnes & Nobie Booksellers 18
celebrating Black Hislory Month at
1030 am. with a special program 104
the young and young al nean Hakia
Musa SUDervisors ‘A g‘:g#fﬁ'-# :Jih
School for the Dealf, will De reading
tavorie stones and doing crais

New at the movies
Tall City 14 "l an Number Fouf
Big Mommas. Like Father, Like S0
NG TUnknown
Big Sky Dnve-r
|

Like Father Like Son
Yy l.i '_lf'lrj 'f "_. ;1 r;..._r'rrf'.l' hrl."'l'_r,

Big Mommas

The Diem

What's on the radio
KWEL (AM 1070)
Today

Dotiiynn with the Music you grew
Dwitho-11am

ke and the Doclor 11 am -1

our Money with Fay B'.vp_. 1=Zpn

Body Talk with Dr. Bill Dodsor

“SE&an Hanr T!! O DN

e

science Fantastic 6-7 pn

vaturday Night America wit!

K | ‘.'_I"" HJ!\F‘I[," !'1I.-J :Il‘- -r:'! ; i

Sunday

Lutheran Hour 7 30-8 a.nm
Noman 10 Woman B8 30 an
' AfMity r;-’;'-;p#' Music Hour witr
Narren Bell 8.30-9.30 am
Baptist Bible Hour With Hev Las
yre Bradiey. Jr. 9.30-10am

Live Programming 10-10.30 a.n
¥ elview Heights Fﬁdph‘-,* Churct
os-11Tam
Firs! United Methodist Chureh 1
N, -NOOF
Moments of inspiration NOoOr
1215p.m

Wall Bullders Live 12302 pn
(slenn Beck 25 pn

lalk Radio Network 56 p.m
Laura Ingraham 6-8 p.m
‘Science Fantastic" 8-9 p.m

KCRS (AM 550)
Today

Coast 10 Coast Overnight, mid
ght 10 6 a.m

HMad Programming, 67/ am

wWall Street Joumal This Week
nd. /-8am

Al Home w/Gary Sullivan, 8-11 am

| exas Gardener with Nei ':}:JFH',-
11 84.m 10 NOON

he Weekend. noon<3 p.m

Weekend Hush Limbaugh, 3-6
DN

wWall Street Journal This Week
end, 67 p.m

Car and Driver with Alan Taylor
[Som

Best of Dave Ramsey, 9-midnight

Sunday

Coast 1o Coast Ovemight, mid
night-6 a.m

Kim Komando, 8 am

Christian Science Sentinel. 8-8 30
am

Paid/Pubhc Altairs programming
830-11am

First Presbyténan Church, 11
a.m -Nnoon

Kim Komando, noon-3 p.m

Weekend Rush Limbaugh, 36 p.m

Ben Ferguson, 6-9 p.m

Bill Cunningham, 9-midnight

Recycle Contalner
Locations
Large 30-cubic yard open op
containers
@ Citibank Ballpark wes! side -
5514 Champions Drive -~ Cardboard
NO. 1 and £ plastics
B H-E-B - 3325 W Wadiey Ave
NO. 1 and 2 plastics and cardboard
@ Midland College (Chaparral
Center) - 3200 N. Gareld Road -
Cardboard, paper, plashic and alu-
ranuIm
B Super Mercado ~ 2208 N. Big
Spring St. - Cardboard
B Waiman Supercenter - 200
West Interstate 20 - Cardboard
paper and No. 1 and 2 plastics
B Waimart Supercenter - 4517
N Midiand Drive -~ Cardboard, paper
and No. 1 and £ plasiics
B Westem Park Plaza - 1020
Andrews Highway - Cardboard, No
1 and 2 plashics, paper and aluminum

There are aiso 3-cubic yard con-
laners at most of the local slemen-
iary SChOOls where you can recycle
cardboard, paper and alurmnum

Lottery
Milllons 6 7 3045

: :1 Z-l-Jd

g
m 558
Dadly 4.::"-7-4

ai : 14-78

4610 33

Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram

Renovations have started on the Ritz Theater in downtown Midiand

MARC

From 1A

With the $120.000 Joss he sand they re
already operating at a zero budget
meaning any additional cuts will put
them at a deficit

What we 're talking about here 1s the
end of a system that 1s an entitiement Lo
people with disabilities,” he said

About 94 percent of the organiza
tion’'s budget comes from Medicaid, he
said. So while the community has been
more than supportive in helping them
¢stablish and support programs, Wright
said he's doubtiul 1t could 11l the gap
being proposed in Austin

[ he [‘u'npir of Midland, Iht'ﬁ. are very
generous to us: But this amount might
be oo much,” Wrnight said, adding
fundraising might be able to make up
foralto!l percent decrease but not 10
percent

Instead of slashing funding to organi
zahions like MARC and the residential
facilities they support, Wright said he
would prefer 1o see 11 of the 13 state
istitutions shut down

o pay for care of a disabled adult at a
state institution costs just more than
$13.000 a month, according to state g
ures. At non-state operated homes like the
ones MARC runs, costs are bétween
$4.014 and $4.727 per month per resident

Wright said most people prefer living
m homes within their communities
rather than state schools. If the proposed
budgets are passed, though, he said
many of the clients they serve will end
up 1n state schools, which 1s a detriment
to the individual and to the state’s bot
tom line

“I've been in this business 25 vears. |

#

have never seen anything hike this,”

CAF

From 1A

TxDot, because the ad
was ahead on Frnday and
has expenenced a surge
in votes whenever the ¢-
mail blasts go out

he campaign imtially
was started to reduce i
iermg, and in turn
( luunup Cosls, statewide,
Since it began in 1986,

From 1A

$1.90.

“It's a situation where a lawmaker
could hold his nose and say, ‘public
education 1s oo important tor me (o not

take advantage of this financial opportu-

nity, " said Chuck McDonald, a legisla-
tive consultant in Austin who has
worked on pro- and anti-gambling
eflorts in the pasi

Democratic Sen, Rodney Ellis plans
1o introduce a gaming bill that would
legalize casino gambling. Details of the
plan haven't been released, but he hint.
ed Thursday at a ballot inihative. With
the state facing a record budget deficit,
volers should be allowed 1o decide
whether they want to legalize gambling,
he sand

“The people deserve the right to
choose whether they want draconian
cuts to children s education, health care
for the elderly, and aid 10 veterans, of
they want to move forward with an
option to bring back the jobs and money
o Texas we are giving away o other
viates,” Ellis said in an e-mail

Suzit Pagenter "director of the Chris

TxDot data shows the
agency s spending on hit-
ter pickup per Texan has
dropped from $2.33 10

The initiative also has
included the Adopt-a
Highway program-as well
as a partnership with
Keep Texas Beautiful and
its atfiliates like Keep
Midland Beautiful.

Wright said. “It’s the most devastating
proposal I've seen.

In addition 1o residential services,
MARC provides clients with vocational
and recreational opportunities. Some
chients work directly at MARC through
their pecan shelling, tomato growing or
other enteeprencunal ventures. Others
work in the community at grocery stores,
restaurants and vanous businesses.

Wright said they’ve been continually
working to increase their vocational pro-
gram in an effort to support themselves
while also teaching their clients skills.
in 2010, the vocational efforts account.-
ed for about .59 percent of MARC s
budget, which is a percentage Wright
said they'll look to increase 1f able to
slay open

“If we're allowed to survive, we 'l
diversify and we'll become more sell
sufficient,” Wrnight said

Already, Wnght saud they 'l hikely
have 10 cut recreational activities from
their upcoming budget because the
funds ssmply aren’t there. Activities
now include bowlhing mights, movie
nights and couples mights out that are
meant 1o bring a better quality of hfe to
their consumers, he said

Martha Smart, a board member who
became involved, in part, because of her
expenience with her disabled brother,
said the budget proposals would put
Texas’ quality of care decades behind

“This whole thing makes me think
that we re in the dark ages again,” she
said. “The most devastating thing about
all of this 1s all of the special needs
adults are part of the community.”

Kathleen Thurber can be reached at
kKthurber@mrt.com.

Powell said they re just
glad the ads seem to be
working. And, he added,
that West Texas has gar-
nered some statewide
attention for its part in the
campaign.

Kathleen Thurber can
be reached at
kthurber@mrt.com.

tian Life Commission for Texas, is brac-
ing for a fight.

She has polished up her talking points
and put together a fact sheet, ready to
tell lawmakers why gambling would not
be the best way to collect revenue:
Unlike the lottery — where the state
makes 33 cents for every $1 spent —
Texas stands to make only 2 cents on
every $1 bet in a slot machine, Paynter
said, noting that sales tax is 8 cents 1o
the dollar.

Instead, she argues, taxes on beer and
wine could be raised by $1, bringing in
$786 million immediately.

“And you don’t need to build anything
or plant any palm trees,” Paynter said.

Fertitta acknowledged that gaming
wouldn’'t bring in money immediately
and would make up only a small percent-
age of the budget gap. However, he envi-

sions & Las Vegas-like setup for Texas,
with spas and conventions, a model that
would bring in jobs, sales tax revenue as
well as gaming
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| Check out the crime map
and court documentis from
the case

to 4 years
~for bar fight

| By James Cannon
| Staff Writer

A Midland man pleaded guilty this week 1o his
part in a bar fight on Dec. 5 that injured several peo
ple, including one woman who had to have her teeth
removed because of the seventy of the injunes

Richard Casias, 24, was convicted of four counts
of a second-degree felony of aggravated assault with
a deadly weapon. He is set 1o serve a four-year sen-
tence in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice.

Casias started the brawl at the bar located on the
3700 block of West Wall Street at about 11:30 p.m,
Dec. 5 by striking Ricardo Oliva across the back

with a pool stick,
according to the arrest
warrant. When the bar
tender, Bnian Franklin,
got in between the pair,

Casias began to throw
cue balls at bar patrons,

severely injuring several, the warrant read.
Michelle Aguirre was hit in the head with 4 cue
ball, while Alicia Aguirre was hit in the mouth by
a ball, which resulted in the removal of all of her
teeth because of the sevenity of the blow, according

10 the warrant,

Casias then exited the bar and left on his motor-
cycle after also striking Jesus Estrada with a pool
ball, the report read. Police issued a warrant Dec.
10 after interviewing the victims and witnesses, and
reviewing the surveillance footage from the bar

Four people suffered injuries and all were trans
ported to the Midland Memonal Hospital emer-

gency room

Casias also is set for a tnal for allegedly trying
to pass off forged prescriptions for Lorcet — &

semi-synthetic opiate used for pain

al several

. Midland pharmacies using a stolen prescription
. pad from Dr. John Foster, according to the DPS

warranmt.

jcannon@mrt.com

James Cannon can be reached al

OdeSska police

| From staff reports

The Odessa Police
Department continued
on Friday to investigate
an early-morning shoot-
ing that left a 53.year-
old man dead

Police were first
called to 23rd Street and
Muskingum Avenue
around 4:20 a.m. Friday
after dispatchers
received calls regarding
a gunshot victim.

After arriving at the

| scene, officers contact-
| ed witnesses — includ-
L ing a homeowner who
reported he'd fired a
weapon at a group of
people when he saw
them burglarizing his
vehicle — according to
- an OPD release.

The homeowner told
police he’d heard dogs
barking, and when he
looked out the window
of his home _he wit-
nessed several people
breaking into his vehi-
cle, which contained

T . S S

From staff reports

One fugitive from the
Feb. 2 drug bust
remained at large Friday.

The interagency bust
netted 62 during the
early-morning raids that
swept up low- and mid-
level drug dealers. The
arrest roundup was the
culmination of a six-
month-long investiga-
tion in which more than
100 people were indict-
ed on charges of distri-
bution of controlled
substances and felony
gun charges.
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