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i LHS junior Aimee Paris wa ission Country Club was the

| ‘among 10 Texas students fo visit setting for “'Art with a Mission,” a
Mexico City as guests of the Multiple Sclerosis benefit featuring
| Mexican government. art, fashion and food.

LIFESTYLE — 6B

linebacking “‘weakness”
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Santa scare

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1984

Kevin Brunelle. 18 months old, of Woonsocket, R.l., looks none too pleased with Old St. Nick and tries to get back in the arms of his
mother rather than sit in Santa’s lop.

Local Gibson’s to close Jan. 1

By LAWRENCE BUDD
Statf Writer

The local Gibson's Discount Cen-
ter will be closing Jan. 1 after 17
years in Midland, company presi-
ient Bill Howard said this morning.

. As plans reportedly are nearing
¢ompletion in the franchise’s
attempts to satisfy its bankruptcy
court responsibilities, the local store
at 3111 N. Cuthbert St. will begin
liquidating its inventory in anticipa-

tion of the c%
Howard said of the store’s 135
employees would lose their jobs,

(in the past 15 months),™
Howard. “Just not enough.”

with 50 to 60 to be layed off immedi-
ately. The three Odessa stores will
employ 12 former employees of the
Midland store.

“Sales have come up in the store
said

He cited its location away from
the city's northern growth, poor
store lay-out and inadequate parking
as key reasons for closing the store.

About a $7 million investment
would be needed for Gibson's to
continue in Midland, said Howard,
including $8 million for a new store
closer to the northern growth and $1

million for remodeling of the old
location.

Since coming to Odessa in 1964,
the franchise has expanded to 11
stores. The closing of the Midland
location reduces franchise outlets 1o
the three Odessa stores.

Howard predicted Gibson’s would
return to Midland within two vears.
He said the franchise is looking at
expansion into other smaller mar-
kets in the Permian Basin.

The Texas Employment Commis-
sion will be interviewing the
employees to lose their jobs in the

store before the closing, said
Howard

On Nov. 5, a creditor’s committee
accepted a plan to satisfy the Chap-
ter 11 requirements. The plan and a
disclosure statement are to be filed
by late December. If the Midland
bankruptcy court accepts the plan,
approval by the company's 1,600
creditors could come by February,
said Howard.

“There are few companies that
have survived Chapter 11,” said
Howard.

Please see GIBSON'S, Page 4A

Inauguration will be marked by pomp,

WASHINGTON (AP) — Although
President Reagan's second inaugura-
tion will cost millions, organizers :{
they're determined the four-day
ebration will be more subdued with
“less emphasis on black-tie events.”

Nevertheless, a look at advance
planning suggests many inaugural

Mioianp Creer

The Midland Cheer fund now
‘totals $ 1,320. Latest contributors

party-goers probably will find them-
selves most comfortable in formal
attire and should be prepared for
hefty admission prices.

“We want participation to be as
broad and wide as the president’s
victory,” said Michael K. Deaver,

deputy White House chief of staff

and general chairman of the 1985

presidential inaugural committee.

“This inauguration, while by its
nature a celebration, will be sub-
dued by some standards of the past,”

he said Thursday.

Still, there will be plenty of pomp,
parties and pageantry for the 50,000

to 60,000 people expected to gather
in the nation's capital Jan. 1821 for
the events of the 50th inauguration.

The big parties — two galas organ-
ized by entertainer Frank Sinatra
and eight black-tie inaugural balls —
will have hefty admission fees, but
Deaver said most events will be free.

Vol. 56, No. 2(:;

Reagan may

freeze spending

by government

WASHINGTON (AP) — With
Republican legislators and his own
advisers expressing growing con-
cerns about federal red ink, Presi-
dent Reagan has begun fashioning a
new budget with a tentative deci-
sion to virtually freeze total govern-
ment spending at its current level.

“The president tentatively
decided to try to hold spending to
the '85 (current) level,” an adminis-
tration source said after Reagan met
separately Thursday with Republi-
can congressional leaders and senior
White House aides.

While total government spending
— projected to be running near $1
trillion — would be virtually frozen,
such action would allow expendi-
tures for some programs to increase
while others would be cut.

Meanwhile, Sen. Robert Pack-
wood, R-Ore., one of the congressio-
nal leaders who met with Reagan on
Thursday, said the administration's
goal was to achieve savings in fed-
eral spending of $45 billion in 1986,
$85 billion in 1987 and $110 billion in
1988. He added that meeting such
goals may mean the elimination of
entire programs.

The objective of the proposed
spending cuts is to reduce the deficit
to somewhere between $165 billion
and $170 billion in the 1986 fiscal
year and to slightly more than $100
billion by 1988.

Packwood, incoming chairman of
the tax-writing Senate Finance Com-
mittee, said in an interview in
today's Washington Post that he not
only opposes the Treasury Depart-
ment tax plan introduced this week,
but objects to any major tax legisla-
tion in 1985.

“I'm very adamant that | want to
cut every ounce of spending first,
he said. “I sort of like the tax code
the way it is,” he said.

He said he would prefer to lower
the deficit with budget cuts to be
decided in a single piece of legisla-
tion rather than taking the more
politically difficult approach of
allowing separate votes on each pro-
gram. A similar tactic worked in
1981, in the president’s first round of
cuts in domestic spending.

Reagan was meeting again today
with senior aides to continue a pro-
gram-by-program examination of
the budget, with today’s discussions
focusing on military spending,
according to administration sources
who discussed the process on condi-

President Reagan

tion that they not be quoted by
name

One administration official famil-
iar with the private White House dis-
cussions said the budget-making pro-
cess “was working better now than
it has for several years,” apparently
because of the “sense of the magni-
tude of I?L problem we have 1o
address.”

“Nothing focuses the mind more
than knowing you face the guilio-
tine in the morning,” the official
said.

But, the official said, it has been a
slow process, demonstrated by the
fact that a Cabinet meeting on the
budget previously scheduled for
today has been postponed until next
week so that Reagan and his
advisers can have more time for a
point-by-point examination of spend-
INg Cuts

The Cabinet officers were to have
been informed today of the reduc-
tion targets for their departments.

The deficit for the 1985 fiscal year,
which ends next Sept. 30, is pro-
jected at $206 billion, above the rec-
ord $195 .4 billion posted in 1883.

The White House group preparing
budget options for the president to
consider has been operating for
about two weeks under the concept
that some type of freeze would be
necessary. Sources said that Reagan
tentatively agreed to that concept
on Thursday

Please see REAGAN, Page 4A

parties, pageantry

Tickets to the galas Jan. 18 and
Jan. 19 will range from $75 to $200;
inaugural ball tickets are priced at
$125 with the exception of a special
$25-a-person event for youths

between 18 and 25.

“With greater emphasis on youth
and free events, and less emphasis

Reagan to meet with Germany’s Kohl

WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Reagan, plotting strategy for high-
level U.S.Soviet arms control talks
early next year, is meeting with
West German Chancellor Helmut
Kohl in the first of a series of con-
sultations with American allies.

In town for less than 24 hours,
Kohl was meeting over breakfast
with Secretary of State George P.
Shultz, conferring separately with
Defense Secretary Casper Wein-
berger and then traveling to the
White House for an Oval Office
appointment with Reagan, followed
by a working luncheon. ..

During an interview on NBC's

corruption scandal triggered by rev-
elations billionaire industrialist Frie-

drich Flick allegedly financed par
ties and politicians.

In seven hours of testimony early '-
this month, Kohl denied any wrong- |

on black-tie events, were going to
make sure this is an exciting and all-
encompassing inaugural...,” Deaver
said.

Invitations to various events are
being handled in part by state coor-
dinators.

Please see POMP, Page 4A
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doing but admitted receiving enve- }

Jopes full of cash from the company
on three occasions. Kohl said they |

were legal political contributions.

A senior Reagan administration
official, speaking on condition he
not be identified, said the matter
had not affected U.S.-West German
relations and added, “As far as I can

tell, that subject is closed.”

Kohl's visit opens a round of con-
sultations with allies before Shultz
travels to Geneva for talks Jan. 7
and 8 with Soviet Foreign Minister
Andrei Gromyko.

West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, right, meetswith Secretary o = llor will
taken which may help to bring of State George Shultz this morning. Kohl will be meeting with other fo‘ilowed by Brlmch Pﬁﬁeoﬁlnh-

about a reasonable solution. officcals during the day. ter Margaret Thatcher on Dec. 22,

Through an in ._t.he chan- 5 Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro

cellor said of the Soviets’ attitude one’s face and help the other tosave ness and wlmw Nakasone on Jan. 2 and Belgian
one's face.” Kohl was fl back to West Ger-

toward resuming negotiations: “I Prime Minister Wilfried Martens on
think there is a fair chance they will Heaidthmwm“tg:odw many this evening. Jan. 14.
from Eastern Europe that on

go back and one should try to save At home, Kohl's survival :
side there is some measure of readi- hubeenthmten'l‘byt:emn Please see KOHL, Page 4A
-

“Today” show this morning, Kohl
said he was against having too high
ex tions about the U.S.-Soviet

but “one has to have patience
and we Europeans feel that every

possible opportunity should be

AP Laserphoto
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10amto 11 am
Free Gifts

(located in our custom decorating department.)
Get one free gift with every $25 pur-

chase. Quantities limited.

9amto 10am
Free Gift Wrap
(located in our custom decorating department)

~ Get one free gift wrap with every $25
purchase Red paper and bows only.

Save 30% ELECTRONICS

Ladiesd:xerciseﬁmtsand
leotards. o)
Orig. $56.75 10 $24. Get in shape with new tights and save 30% saVO 40 A)

leotards made of 100% nylon in assorted colors. Entire line of auto

Entire line of children’s tennis stereos and speakers.

. LlNGEmE 1 shoes. Limited to in-store stock only.
Orig. $12.99 to $38. Sale 9.00 to 25.00. Choose
from Nike®, Fifth Gear and USA Olympics®.

Save 35% - Tsagelte 299.99
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Save 35% R R e TS~ 19" Remote color TV.
- Reg. $460.85. Just in time for the cold weather. .
Limited to in-store stock only. Model #5061. ]un

S = CHILDREN’S s

Sale 249.99 Aogui

Save 30% Rleg $440.05. One touch microwsve with 10 powe o

Entire line of infant and toddler o

Jogging suits.

Orig. $7 to $19. Sale 4.90 to 13.30. Boys
styles in sizes 1 10 4. 2t oid

Save 30%

SPORTING GOODS
Sale 1 79 99

Entire line of infant TomKite
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M-Pﬂ.mﬂ
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Save 60%
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Agreement to try mah

in Mexico unprecedented

HOUSTON (AP) — Mexican prose-
cutors have to a Mexican
prisoner on es he the
slayings of four Salvadorans, even
though the took place in the
United States, a U.S. attorney says.

U.S. Attorney Dan Hedges said
Thursday the agreement to try
Arturo Martinez Herrera, 28, in Mex-
ico is “unprecedented.”

Hedges received word late Thurs-
day that Guillermo Calzada, a Mexi-
can federal prosecutor, will file mur-
der and kidnapping charges in
Nuevo Laredo Monday against Mar-
tinez.

Martinez fled Fort Bend County
after the bodies of four young Salva-
doran men, roped together and shot

in the back of the heads, were found

along the banks of the Brazos Rive
on July 16, 1982, :

Reward offered for Grinch

LIBERTY (AP) — The Liberty
Chamber of Commerce has offered
a $500 reward to anyone who can
identify the thieves who took $1,200
worth of food and clothing being
prepared for Christmas packages for
the poor.

The theft, which éccurred just
before Thanksgiving, wiped out
many of the supplies offered to the
poor each year by Spirit of Sharing,
a Liberty relief center for the poor
and needy.

“All 1 can figure is that it's some-
body who doesn’t have a con-
science,” ?ﬂmbom Neum “:r:
volunteer for program. e
always running low on supplies and
now this happens.”

In addition to the food and cloth-
ing, the thieves took an answering
machine, three handmade quilts, a
microwave oven and vacumn.

Since the theft, local residents
have donated almost enough money
to make up for the loss, said Joann
Ford, executive director of the
Spirit of

“It will not eat us,” Ms. Ford
said. “The Lord will provide.”

State wins $10 million svit

AUSTIN (AP) — Attorney General
Jim Mattox received word Thursday
that the U.S. Claims Court has ruled
in the state's favor in a lawsuit to
collect more than $10 million on
behalf of the Texas State Commis-
sion for the Blind.

Mattox contended that the money
was owed by the U.S. Department of
Defense under a federal law that
requires income from vending oper-
ations run by blind le on fed-
eral facilities to be with blind
vendors or state agencies for the
blind.

The Defense ent, accord-
ing to Mattox, contended its military
bases were exempt from the law.

“It is a shame that it took a lawsuit
to force the military to follow the
law, but we were convinced that the
court would rule in our favor and
are pleased with the outcome,” Mat-
tox said in a statement.

junior jackets

59%-69°

Regular to 100.00
group of junior

quilts, corduroy and denims.
Some reversible styles.Sizes

In,"t_

jackets in

mens & boys
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boom turn

MALAKOFF, Texas (AP) — For
about 18 months, it seemed that
could stop Malakoff, “The

g City,” from waking to

ous commercial life after tmﬂm-
ades of economic slumber.

But because the Public Utility
Commission may decide next month
about the needs of millions of people
in Houston, residents of this small
East Texas town fear that the Mala-
koff boom could bust before it ever

The fate of the town that City
Administrator Buddy Thompson
said was “ready to e e” with the

ntial of a new, $2 billion lignite-
ueled power plant now teeters
while the PUC wrestles with far-
reaching issues of electric power
policy.

Eighteen months ago, the PUC
granted a permit for two lignite
units at Malakoff. But at the height
of the city's hopes for prosperity,
the PUC'’s counsel office proposed in
a petition of inquiry that the plant
be scrapped.

A hearing on the petition is sche-
duled for Dec. 12.

Commission lawyers have argued
that the plant wouldn't be justified

great

Compare
t0 6.00

active wear

Mens

99 0
Reg. 14.009 ey 16

Russell athletic wear in comforta-
ble polyester/cotton/rayon

boys

699

fleece. Crew neck pullovers, pull-

on pants. Matching or contrasting
colors.Mens S—M—L—XLBoys 8

to 20

dellwood mall

smart gifts

motor mugs

299

No spill, no slide ceramic mugs.
Holds 12-ounces. Rubber
bottom prevents slipping and Shape
prevents spilling. Choose from
brown or blue combinations.

pad on

18-inch kids

midkiff at illinois

Lignite City’ may see

to bust

because of the potential of co-gen-
erated power from the industrial-
ized Gulf Coast, which is served by
Houston Lighting & Power.

Co-generation, which the commis-
sion has said it wants to encourage
to avert the need for building giant
power plants, is the use of wasted
energy from industrial use of natu-
ral gas to make electricity.

Development of a co-generation
ﬁl&:{ had been touted as a new era

r electric power for consumers.

But in July, Malakoff joined coal
suppliers for the project, Henderson
County and the nearby towns of
Athens and Trinidad in challenging
the jurisdiction of the commission to
rescind a construction permit.

That issue hasn’'t yet been
resolved.

Meanwhile, HL&P, which did not
challenge the commission’s jurisdic-
tion over the permit, is still pressing
to build the plant.

Ironically, gas-derived
tion is what killed Malakoff’s lignite
industry 44 years ago. Back then,
coal could no longer compete with
natural gas and the power plant con-
verted to natural gas. The mines
closed and the workers moved on.

co-genera-

Office building floor collapses in Austin

AUSTIN (AP) — The third floor of The workmen were

] R - i i . L R

an office under construc- crete on the third floor or the

tion in Austin today, story which was designed
Austin police said. Three ambu- to be a office build-
lances were sent to the scene. ing. -
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Short & Long Sleeve
Knit Shirts

& 30% OFF

ORIC. $21* to $39*
NOW $14™ to $27°*

« 100 COTTON
o STRIPES & SOLIDS

NEAR ALBERTSON’S
ANDREWS HWY.

GENE BARTUS
FINE MENSWEAR

— S - T

ENTIRE STOCK

10~ 75*

OFF

saturday final day
shop-save-saturday 10AM - 6PM

the Pumpkin kids

10" doll, 2 sets of clothing
comb-brush and toy

13-inch newborn

999
14
19%

Misses
cardigan sweaters
Regular e o
24.00

14

Button front, two pocket cable
knit in 100% acrylic. Choice of
basic colors.S—M—L.

once were
to 8.00

99°

Saturday only - 301 pairs to
clear out at this give away
price. Broken sizes and
styles. Many colors. Sizes
range from 6 thru 10

4
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The National Weather Service forecasts snow for Saturday from

Nevada to the northern Plains and showers from Florida to New
England.

Midlanders can expect

warm weather on Saturday

Warm temperatures in the Midland area Saturday should make it a

nice day for outdoorsmen.

The National Weather Service at Midland Regional Airport is calling

for fair skies and tem tures hopping
for fair skies tonight with the mercury drop-

Forecasters are

into the middle 60s.

g.tng down to the low 30s. Southerly winds at 5 to 10 mph may increase

turday to 5 to 15 mph.
. Thursday’'s high
This

of 67 was 11 degrees below the record set in 1975.
morning’s low of 30 was 12 degrees above the record set in 1979.

The yearly precipitation mark stands at 15.62 inches. For the month

of November it remains at 2.31 inches.

NATION
Snow moved into the Midwest today and icy roads hampered travel in
Washington's mountains, while fair skies prevailed over much of the rest of

the nation.
A low

pressure system brought light snow to lowa, Wisconsin and Minne-

sota. In central Wisconsin, a travelers’ advisory was posted after as much as
5 inches of snow was predicted for some are-l:

Travelers' w

arnings were issued for the Cascade and Olympic mountain

ranges of Washington, where this week's heavy snowfall was tapering off

but roads iced over.

The-northern Plains had snow showers and rain was scattered along the

Pacific Coast.
Fair skies

over the middle and southern ‘Alantic Coast states,

most of the Gulf Coast states, the middle and lower Mississippi Valley and

the central and southern Plains.

Today's forecast called for snow showers over the northern Rockies and
at higher elevations of the central and northern Plateau and rainshowers in
the valleys and along the northern Pacific Coast. Snow was to spread from

the upper

Valley into the northern Great Lakes, with flurries in

the northern Plains. Showers, with scattered thunderstorms in the South.
were spreading from the Ohio Valley and lower Great Lakes through the

southern

hians to the central Gulf Coast. Fair weather was pre

dicted over New England and the Florida peninsula. Sunny skies were
forecast from the mid-Mississippi Valley and the southern half of the Plains

into the desert Southwest.

STATE

Widel

pounded portions of southeast Texas
a a mass of moist air

scattered showers and thunderstorms, followed by a cold front,

brought low clouds and fog to coastal areas.

b clear skies but cool temperatures. Winds behind the front were

prevailed along the coast.
Early

Plains and Trans Pecos region.

north to northwest at 5 to 10 mph, while light southerly breezes
temperatures had fallen into the lower 30s over the High

Readings remained in the lower 80s along the coast and in southeast

WEATHER FORECAST

Tonight showid be fair with a low in the low 30
Windas from the south at 8 10 10 mph Saturday showid
Do fair with a high in the mid-80s Southerly winds a!
five 1o 18 mph
:um:rmmmm

sster » High N &7 degrees
Overright Low 30 degrees
Surset! lodey S44 pm
Sunrise 1omorrow 71 am
Precipitation

Last 24 howrs . . 0 mches
This month 10 date 2.3 inches
1984 1o date . i 1§ 82 inches
LOCAL TEMPERATURES

Gam N epm . Y]
Tam M Tpm 8
Bam a7 pm AR
Pam 4T Spm.. 48
Wam 8 Wepm. 42
iTam -8 1pm ... 42

noon OF Midnight .. k')
Tpm a8 i1am . 3
2pm 8 2am.... . .. 38
3pm 8 3Jam , 33
apm AL aam. .. .. TRLEg Sy
Spm 8 Sam . . 3

Sam . ... k=

Border states forecasts

Lowisiana: Fair and cooler statewide tonight
Sunny and miig Saturday Lowse tonight mostty in The
40s excep! »n the mid 508 over extreme coastal sec
tions Highs Satwday in the 80s.

Arkaneas: Fair tonight and Saturday Highs n the
50e to 808 Lows in the 20e 10 308

Okishoma: Faw Ihrough Saturday Lows tonight
mid 20w Panhandie 1o mid-30s south and east Highs
Saturday wpper 508 10 low 80s

Extended forecast
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Dead lawmaker’s mother receives medal

mmmnm—Amom
Rep. Leo Ryan was killed w

in the religious cult run
?tlu . Jones at Jonestown,
l:zlnl. his daughter says her
father would understand why she
now lives in a commune as the fol-

lower of an Indian
Shannon Ryan, gﬂ: follower of

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh is now
known as Ma Amirith Pritam and
lives with her husband, also a fol-
lower of the guru, at Rajneesh-
puram in rural on.

She spoke with reporters on the
driveway of the White House shortly
after President Reagan awarded
Ryan a congressional gold medal,
the highest civilian honor bestowed
by Congress.

Ryan, a California Democrat, was
killed on Nov. 18, 1978, following a
visit to Guyana to visit members of
the mostly American cult estab-
lished by Jones.

Following Ryan's murder at the
airstrip, more than 800 of Jones' fol-
lowers committed suicide, most of
them by drinking a fruit drink laced
with poison.

But his daughter said the Rajan-
eesh commune she later joined is
not like that even tho some have
tried to equate it with Jonestown
and the People's Temple run by

Jones.

And she said her father would not
find her involvement in it difficult
to acce

“My father was a very courageous
man and instead of listening to hear-
say about what was going on in Jon-
estown, for example, he went down
there personally and found out for
himself,” she said.

Iranian embassy has been reopened
‘as offices for State Department

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Persian rugs
vases are gone, but the once opulent Iranian Embassy.
bolted shut in the midst of the hostage crisis, Is
r — as offices for the State Department.

e 000 renovation of the embassy, the scene of
lavish parties during the reign of the late Shah
Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, is about 75 percent compilete
and should be finished by the end of the year or early
January, said James E. Nolan, director of the State
De ment's Office of Foreign Missions.

he embassy was closed in April 1880 when the
United States broke off diplomatic relations with Iran
after Americans were taken hostage at the US
Embassy in Tehran. By that time, the shah had died in
exile and Iran was under the control of the Ayatollah

Ruhollah Khomeini

Many of the furnishings, including oriental rugs, fine
Chinese vases and delicate silks were auctioned off late

last year to fund the renovations. Amo
of Rosenthal china, Queen Anne

chairs and silverware all bearing the crest of the late

items sold were pieces
shah.

Nolan said the renovations were paid for strictly
and the upper coast early today, while through the sale of these furnishings and through
impounded Iranian funds. “No US. taxpayer money

has been used.” he said.

“We had to do work with the furnace and air condi-
tioning system and some of the walls where there had
been deterioration, leaks,” he said Thursday.

Work also was being done on the exterior of the

GIBSON'S

(Continued from Poge 1A)

Plans to close have been in place
since July, he said. “When we do
come back to Midland, we plan to go
in with two locations and build them
right.”

“Closing the Midland store will
enable Gibson's to become even
more aggressive and profitable with

REAGAN

(Continved from Page 1A)

On source said the objective of
holding total spending to the cur-
rent’ level could be accomplished
“by terminations, by freezes and by
cuts in services.” He added that it
would not be an across-the-board
freeze as such.

He said that increases in interest
on the national debt would not be
counted the total.

Earlier Thursday, Republican con-
gressional leaders told Reagan that
there is bipartisan support on Capi-
tol Hill for across-the-board action %
control federal spending, but resis-
tance to any plan that would cut
domestic programs while leaving
the Pentagon untouched.

Participants said that Sen. Paul

POMP

(Continued from Page 1A)

Revenues for the inaugural will
derive primarily from ticket sales
and advertising revenues from a
television show of the galas to be
aired Jan. 19 on ABC-TV, Deaver
said.

The inaugural committee has
guaranteed to raise $8 million, but
that cost is not fixed, according to
chairman Ronald H. Walker. The
military, the District of Columbia
and Congress also pay for certain
events.

The last inaugural was the most
expensive ever, the Reagan
committee $15.5 million, or more
than four times President Carter's
inauguration in 1977. Walker said he
hoped the 1985 event would not

exceed that of 1981.

KOHL

(Continved from Page 1A)

In addition, Shultz will confer
with his NATO counterparts

AP Laserphoto

President Reagan presents a Congressional gold medal to Autumn
Ryan, mothet of the late Rep. Leo Ryan of California, who was slain
on an airfield in Jonestown, Guyana. They are flanked by Ryan's
children, Patricia, 31, and Christoper, 34.

“If my father was alive today with
the paranoia there is about religion
and cults, he would go to Rajneesh-

uram and find out what it is that
‘m involved in before he judged it,
whether it was good or bad,” she
said.

“He would find there is no com-
parmon to Jonestown whatsoever,”
she said. “It is not a dangerous place.
It is not a place where brainwashing
is happening. It is a beautiful crime-
free society. I think he'd be quite

and Chinese building

his departm

private use

However, he denied a req
bished interior of the embassy.

The State Department took possession of the
embassy, along with 12 other Iranian propertiesunder
the 1982 Foreign Missions Act.

Although the act entitles the State Depart
sell the embassy, Nolan said, “We will retain the build-
ing for the forseeable future.”

He said all the Iranian properties, with the exception
of the main chancery building, have been leased for

impressed with it. And there is no

mmgnrbon.
er members of the Ryan fam-

ily did not mention his daughter’s
religious affiliations but focused on
the murdered congressman, his life
and career.

Ryan's youngest daughter, Erin,
2/, read a handwritten tribute, not-
ing her father had always wanted to
find facts for himself, a trait that led
him to teach in an all-black high
school to learn about the poor, led

in late November. :

Nolan said a number of State Department offices
have now moved into the building, including parts of
ent and the retirement office.

uest to view the refur-

ment to

The ambassador’'s residence, located next door to the

chancery building on Washington's Em
now bringing in “in the neighborhood of $14,000 a

e et month.” he said.

bassy Row, is

The red-brick residence had been used this fall for
the Decorators’ Show House, an annual benefit to raise
money for the National Symphony.

Asked whether the
Iran should the United States re-establish diplomatic

relations with that country, Nolan said, “There are con-
tingency clauses in all the leases which provide for the

property would be returned to

termination of the lease after a suitable period of

time.

Kampuchea.

our three remaining stores in the
Odessa market, potentially placing
us in an expansion mode in the near
future,” said a Nov. 29 letter to com-
pany employees. The Odessa stores
employ 484, with a payroll of $ mil-
lion, according to the letter.

The franchise recently sold 100
acres where they had planned to
locate a second store at Loop 250

Laxalt, R-Nev., opened the discus-
sion by stressing the need for some
type of across-the-board freeze and
other legislators joined in, one-by-
one, in support of the concept.

Sen. Robert Dole, R-Kan., the
newly elected Senate majority
leader, said that during the meeting
“there was a lot of discussion of a
{reeze of some kind. There seems to
be a feeling among Republicans...
that we need to develop a
freeze package of some kind
because it has some bipartisan sup-

mn- L]

Members of Congress of both par-
ties have been discussing some
across-the-board action as one way

to restrain the mammoth federal
deficits.

The long inauguration weekend
will begin with a free pagaent and
fireworks on The Ellipse Jan. 18.
Events will take place evelzldly and
evening, except for Sunday night
when the Superbowl! football classic
is played.

an will be sworn in at a pri-
vate ceremony at the White House
on Sunday, Jan. 20. But the official
outdoor inaugural ceremony at the
capitol, the big presidential parade
down Pennsvivania Avenue and the
inaugural balls will take place Mon-
day, Jan. 21.

e Constitution specifies Jan. 20
as the president’s swearing-in day,
but traditionally the public Inau-
guration Day has been postponed
when Jan. 20 falls on a Sunday.

The private sw by Chief
Justice Warren Burger will take

The State Department also has taken over and plans
1o renovate and rent out the embassies of Vietnam and

and Midkiff near Midland Park Mall,
said Howard.

Since September 1883, three
stores in El Paso and one each in
San Angelo, Plainview and Big
Spring also have closed.

“What we've got to do is continue
to show the track record we've
shown at the Odessa stores,” said

Howard, emphasizing the remaining

Thursday's meeting with the con-
gressional leaders also turned to a
discussion of the Pentagon budget,
which set off angry exc es with
Defense Secretary Caspar Wein-
berger, a to participants.

Democrats and Republicans alike
have insisted that a new drive to cut
government s will fail unless
it includes a slowdown in the admin-
istration’s planned increases in the
military budget.

“There was a rather heated discus-
sion even in the area of defense

included as one of those areas
where increases heretofore that
came rather automatic may need a
second look,” said House blican
Leader Robert H. Michel of

Michel said, “The expression was
made to the president that in order

—_— = [rea—— — -

/
him to spend eight days as an
inmate o: Folsom Prison's death
row, and led him finally to Jones
town. :

“He questioned and chtlluéjod
where others accepted easy
answers,” Erin Ryan sald. “On an

airstrip in Jonestown, Guyana, he
gave his life in service to his constit.
uents.”

“] knew Leo was a brave man,”
said Mrs. Autumn Ryan, the con-

ressman’s 86-year-old mother. ]
!:uv he was a lot more than that
He was a man for the common man.
Until it ended up in Jonestown.”

Leaning heavily on a cane, raising
her to wipe a tear from her
eye, she said she is not bitter over
the killing of her only son even
though she has found it “very diffi
culttoa

“To be bitter because he was
killed doing what he had to do is just
out of the question,” she said. “He
died as he would have wanted to die
under the circumstances.”

She said her son went to Jones-
town on his fact-finding mission
because he had tried in vain for a
year to interest the State Depart.
ment in what was happening to resi-
dents of the commune, many of
whom had been constituents in his
San Francisco co district
and had worried relatives there.

“There was no idea (in his mind)
that it would end as it did,” she said.
“But those things happen.”

Other family members in the Oval
Office for the presentation of the
medal bearing Ryan’'s likeness
included his son, Christopher, 34, his

daughter, Patricia, 31, and his sister,

Mrs. Shannon Torphy, 55

Bomb found
in Thatcher letter

LONDON (AP) — A mall sorter
today found a letter bomb in mail
addressed to Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher, and explosives
experts said it was an “incendiary
device” which could have gone
off, Scotland Yard said.

The device was concealed in a
white, 10-by-3-inch envelope, said
a statement from the metropoli-
tan police headquarters.

It did not explode and no one
was injured, the statement said.

“A postman discovered an
incendiary device in a letter
addressed to Mrs. Thatcher at 10
Downing Street while sorting
mail.” the statement said.

It added that the letterbomb
was taken from the Nine Elms

office in southwest Lon-
don to the Cannon Row police
station, where bomb squad offi-
cers confirmed that “it contained
a viable in device.”

Police gave no further informa-
tion about how the device was
constructed.

There was no immediate word
from police as to who could have
sent the letter bomb.

_ﬂ

ogum continue to be “very profit-
able.”

“People don't like to go to four to
five places to shop,” said Howard,
suggesting the general merchandise
store concept could succeed. Statis-
tics show consumers will drive no
more than five miles for general
merchandise and two miles for gro-
ceries, he said.

to get some of the other (domestic)
cuts | think you just about have to
help move that along with some give
on the defense item, but we weren't

talking about specifics.”

Defense t officials have
said their fiscal 1986 request
will total about $333.7 a 139
m Congr-“:r?:id f i:*lm

a or Pen-
tagon spending this year.

Reagan apparently was noncom-
mittal during the meeting with the
senators and representatives.

The president “made a general
observation. Very general. gen-

eral | can't remember what it was.”
quipped Dole.

place at the White House, {
a non-denominational nationa
mer service at the National Cathe-

“We're going to encourage
churches and synagogues
out the land to take some time dur-
ing that week if not on that Sunq
to observe a day of celebration,
Deaver said. Asked if the committee
and the president would like to
make that Sunday a national prayer
day, he said, “Yes."”

aver also said the committee

will not use military personnel to
serve as drivers for guests, a prac-

William Proxmire, D-Wis. Military
escorts may be given to some people,

mh-qnum
“l don't see anywhere near the use

the past, and this decision was made

Wt}y of Sen. Proxmire,” he

according to Deaver, par-
wanted the inauguration to
pay attention to , W
gave a large of their
vote on day.

Besides the youth ball, there will
be a concert for young Americans,
and a forum at which invited youth
will be able to meet leaders in the
nation’s capital.

|
|

|
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Woman knifes sister,

fatally stabs children

NEW YORK (AP) — A woman
treated earlier this month at a hospi-
tal's psychiatric emergency room
barricaded herself into an apart-
ment, fatally stabbed her 3-yearold

Greene, 29, was subdued when

extinguisher, said police Chief
Robert Johnson.

Mrs. Greene's 2-month-old baby
and another child were rescued
unharmed from the apartment,
police said.

Pickax murderer to die

HOUSTON (AP) — A man charac-
terized by defense witnesses as kind
and compassionate but called a
sociopath by a prosecution witness
has become the second person sen-
tenced to die in the pickax slayings

NATION IN BRIEF

talked a former mental patient who
claimed to have a bomb into releas

Hu two and surrendering,

Former Marine Judson Dean Tal-
ley, 20, of Athens, was charged

Thursday with aircraft piracy and
inttrlerﬁu with an aircraft crew,

no explosives were found and no

was commandeered as it arrived
from Augusta about 11:45 a.m. Ten
other passengers were released
unharmed and the co-pilot was let
off about three hours later.

vulnerable to some cancers, a
researcher believes. -

Geneticist Jorge Yunis said his
studies show that caffeine and folic
acid, a vitamin found in vegetables,

He said 20 such sites occur at or

weak links in some cancer patients.
Yunis, of the University of Minne-

sota at Minneapolis, in a tele

phone interview that his findings

are too preliminary to make dietary

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, FRL NOV. 30, 1984

another researcher said no relation

report in Science magazine that they
found 51 consistently weak points in

chromosomes from eight healthy
people, one mentally retarded per-
son, one leukemia patient, a chim-

NATION

and was scheduled for arraignment ; "
son and her infant nephew, and ;. affect the strength of sites
knifed her sister, luthortgu said. today before a federal magistrate. in chromesomes, the microscopic recommendations or test cancer sus- panzee and a gorilla. The animal
r. The woman, identified as Renee FBI David Kelsey said strands that carry genes. ceptibility in the general public. But ﬂndinsl show weak points sur-

vived evolution, Yunis

: police climbed through the window . one was in the standoff. near places where chromosome has been proved between weak Chromosomes contain strands of
man of the third-floor a ent Thurs- injured breaks are associated with some can- chromosome links and cancer. DNA, or deoxyribonucleic acid, in
day and sprayed her with a fire Eastern Metro Express Flight 1962 cers, and that he found particularly Yunis and colleague A. Lee Soreng which chemical sequences called

genes direct cell activity.

Scientists have linked some can-
cers with chromosomes that break
and then re-attach in new combina-
tions, apparently causing a cancer-

Yunis’ 51 sites are not the
inherited type, he wrote in Science.

of two people last year.

Daniel Garrett, 38, was sentenced
Thursday to die by lethal injection
by the same jury that found him
guilty in the slaying of Deborah
Thornton.

Karla Tucker, 24, already has been
sentenced to die in the death of
Jerry Dean, 26.

The victims were hacked to death
in Dean's apartment in June 1983.

Officers indicted in death

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Seven

police officers will be assigned
administrative duties until tried on
negligent homicide charges in the
death of a man who struggled with
officers answering a domestic dis-
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Rebel-power

aturday’s Class 5A
S regional playoff game
between Midland’'s Lee
Rebels and the Fort Worth Rich-
land team of the same namesake
marks another exciting step in
the developing football history
of the local team.

That's because Midland Lee is
doing what even few of the
team’s loyal fans expected:
Marching toward the Class 5A
state championship as though
it’s easy. It's not because,
frankly, there are a lot of good
high school football teams in
Class 5A and none of them rolls
over and plays dead at the first
sign of competition.

Midland Lee wasn't expected
to make it this far in the playoffs
because this was to be a rebuild-

ing season for Coach Jack"’

Tayrien’s gridders. After all, the
team lost 55 players in last year's
graduating class, leaving only
three returning starters to give
this year’s team a degree of
experience. But that fact didn't
dampen the Rebels’ enthusiasm;
what they lost in experience

they've more than made up in
desire, hustle and good ol' wil-
lingness to play the game.

It has paid off for the team in
the 11-1 won-loss record — and
for the fans in an exciting sea-
son of high school football
action. That makes it all the bet-
ter because a winning season is.
never better than when it’s least
expected.

Winning seasons are getting to
be something of a tradition for
Midland Lee anyway. This is the
second consecutive season the
Rebs have ended up in the state
playoffs, with last year's team
going all the way to the State
Championship. They lost that
contest, but still walked away as
the No. 2 Class 5A football team
in the state. That's no small
bananas regardless how you cut
it.

When the Rebels walk out on
the field in Odessa’s Ratliff Sta-
dium Saturday, they should
know all of Midland is extremely
proud of them. We're pulling for
a victory, Rebs, and those Rebel
flags will be flying — for Mid-
land Lee, not Richland!

Middle East thaw?

what has been called a

“cold peace’ between
Egypt and Israel is beginning to
thaw a bit.

One of the first such signs was
the reestablishment of diplo-
matic ties between Jordan and
Egypt.

They were broken off, as were
ties between Egypt and all but
three Arab states, when Egypt’'s
President Sadat and Israel’s
Prime Minister Begin signed the
Camp David peace treaty in
1979. Another sign that a thaw
is in the works came from Jeru-
salem this month when Israeli
Prime Minister Shimon Peres
told a gathering of a Jewish
charitable organization that he

Another View:

S igns are emerging that

had invited Egypt’'s President
Hosni Mubarak to meet with
him.

Then the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter announced that the Egyptian
President had responded positi-
vely. Mr. Mubarak, he said,
noted that “the ground must be
prepared” before such a Middle
East summit could be held.

A Mubarak-Peres meeting
likely could not turn out as dra-
matic as the first Sadat-Begin
encounter, but it could serve to
renew the momentum gen-
erated by those two peacemak-
ers.

Meanwhile the fact that we
can even talk about a thaw in a
place as complicated as the Mid-
dle East is good news.

Election hindsight

'_ recent New York Times-
ACBS poll reports that
Americans’ confidence in
government has risen sharply
under President Reagan and
support for the Republican
‘Party is at its highest level in
‘more than a decade, with the
strongest backing coming from
the young.
 Democratic state party leaders
‘meeting in the Virgin Islands
‘heard a similar postelection mes-
sage from another poll taker,
‘William Hamilton. He warned
that although the party’s losses
seemed confined to the presi-
dential race, subsurface trends
are disturbing. -
* Republicans won 54 percent of
'the vote in contested congressio-
nal races, carried young and
first-time voters and made
inroads on party identification,
‘he said.
- After their postmortem, state
chairmen gave a short answer 10
the question of the party’s
future direction: back to Middle
‘America. They agreed that the
party’s historic coalition is erod-
ing and its geographic base
shrinking.
 Redecting the idea that

pretend all is well and go about
our business as usual, we may
" consign ourselves to minority

the American people weren't
buying what the Democrats had
to sell. Revamping the party
image must begin by stressing

economic growth, not distribu-.

tion of existing wealth, it con-
cluded.

“The perception is that we are
the party that can’t say ‘no,” that
caters to special interests and
does not have the interests of
Middle America at heart,” said
Dick Lodge, Tennessee party
chairman.

Echoing that, Sharon Pratt
Dixon, District of Columbia
national committeewoman, said,
“We have to become the party of
growth. The New Deal wasn't
about social welfare, it was eco-
nomic welfare.”

The Democrats acknowledged
they have no theme to reach
unaffiliated voters. The party
seeks to appeal to blacks as
blacks, women as women, union
workers as union workers and
gays as gays. Nancy Pelosi, a pos-
sible successor to party Chair-
man Charles T. Manatt when his
term expires in January, said,
“We must have a basic funda-
mental attitude of addressing
people as individuals, not as
groups.”

Consensus on this point was so
strong that official minority cau-
cuses within the Democratic
National Committee were eli-
minated.

Democrat leaders appear to
see clearly that the party has
been out of step with the great
mass of Americans and must, if
it is to recapture their alle-
giance, start listening to the
parade’s drummer. It is about

time.
— The Indiapapolis Star
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Weapon detection upgraded

ASHINGTON — There is a
worrisome tendency in this
country to bury our heads
in the sand and pretend that no civi-
lized nation would stockpile germ
and chemical weapons. But there is
evidence that the Soviet Union is
doing exactly that.

In 1980 I -
‘ﬁ\

-
. »®

was con-
demned for
reporting
that the
Soviets had
shipped
chemical
weapons and
technology
to Iraq. The
U.S. govern-
ment subse-
quently con-
firmed that
Iraq had not
only obtained chemical weapons
from the Soviets, but had used them
in its war against lran.

Now there are disturbing rumors
that Soviet chemical weapons have
been sent to Nicaragua. But proving
the rumors true or false may be dif-
ficult.

That’s because detection of chemi-
cal- and biological-weapons stockpil-
ing is a frustrating, costly and time-
consuming process — and this type
of intelligence had always been a
low-priority for the CIA and other
agencies where | have my sources.

Jack Anderson

It's the assignment of priorities —
“Priority 1" being the most urgent
— that determines how much spy
satellite time and other intelligence-
gathering assets will be devoted to a
particular problem.

CIA Director William Casey dealt
with the question of priorities in a
secret report sent to' President Rea-
gan, “Implications of Soviet Use of
Chemical and Toxin Weapons for

US. Security Interests.” It was pre-

EVANS & NOVAK

pared by the CIA and eight other
federal intelligence agencies, and
was reviewed by my associate Dale
Van Atta.

“Historically,” the report points
out, “both collection and analysis of
intelligence on chemical and biolog}-
cal warfare have suffered from per-
sistently low priorities. Not until
after the 1973 Yom Kippur war did
the issue receive some recognition.”
That was when the Israelis gave CIA
analysts tons of Soviet chemical and
biological equipment captured from
the Egyptians.

Priorities for gathering intelli-
gence on various countries are
assigned by the National Security
Council. After the 1973 eye-opener,
chemical and biological weapons
development in the Soviet Union
was raised to “Priority 3” in 1975,
and to “Priority 2" in 1977. In 1981,
after President Reagan took office,
CBW intelligence on the Soviets was
given an unprecedented “Priority
Ve

The difficulties of detecting chem-
ical-biological weapons are enor
mous. The CIA report states: “Unlike
most other systems, chemical and
toxin munitions can be deployed
and perhaps even employed without
our being able to assess their charac-
teristics. A tank, after all, has a tur-
ret, guns and other features that can
be seen and measured — a gas is
usually invisible and usually leaves
no discernible trace.”

Gathering raw data isn’t the only
problem. “On the analytic side, the
intelligence effort still suffers from
many yvears of neglect,” the report
admits.

Here the human factor enters in.
One reason for the neglect was that
for vears a ClA analyst, now retired,
resolutely “spiked” reports from his
colleagues that suggested the Soviets
were violating the Biological Weap-
ons Convention, which the senior

analyst supported fervently.

STRICTLY PERSONAL: Is the gov-
ernment more worried about family
life of rare woodpeckers than of its
own employees? You might get that
idea from two recent, unrelated
developments.

The first involves the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service's concern over
a threat to nesting red-cockaded
woodpeckers in the D'Arbonne
National Wildlife Refuge in Louisi-
ana. The TerrOnne Petroleum Corp.
is about to drill 58 natural gas wells
among the pine trees the woodpeck-
ers call home.

The company is forbidden to drill
within 200 feet of nesting birds, but
the wildlife service fears that
destroying pine trees beyond those
limits will deprive the already
endangered woodpeckers of forage
needed to survive. The company
complains it was there before the
refuge and was promised it could go
on drilling.

Meanwhile, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency has pul
in a new telephone system that will
monitor all outgoing calls automati-
cally. An internal memo explains the
effect this will have on employees —
and their spouses:

“The system will impact personal
calls from government phones. Each
local and long-distance number
called will be recorded on a printout
and sent to office managers, who
will be required to certify each call
was official government business.
Then it makes the point explicitly
“Calling to say you will be home late
could result in a fine or separation
from the job.”

Mavbe FEMA employees should
wear red cockades and pretend
they're woodpeckers.

Jack Anderson is a syndicated col-
umnist for United Feature Syndi-
cate.

No kid gloves needed for Soviets

ASHINGTON — When one
high-level arms-control
skeptic learned that the
White House has pigeonholed new
findings of Soviet treaty violations,
his com t of being “mau-maued”
to death accurately described the
plight of hard-liners inside the
administration outflanked by the
stampeding pace of the arms control
offensive. -
The Sen-
ate had man-
dated Presi-
dent Reagan
1o report on
violations by
Dec. 1. Nev-
ertheless,
James Baker
111, White
House chief
of staff, has
delayed it
until after
next
month's
talks in Gen-
eva between
Secretary of
State George
Shultz and
Soviet For-
eign Minis-
ter Andrei
Gromyko so
as not to
anger the
Russians.
That delay
shows that Robert Novak
the State
Department, where concern over
antagonizing Moscow runs deep,
holds the high cards. To
in the Defense and Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency, Baker’s
decision conveyed an attitude of

Rowland Evans

That also explains the lack of

resistance thus far to the imminent
appointment of arms control elder
statesman Paul Nitze as the presi-
dent's “special ambassador” and
chief negotiator following Shuitz’s
opening talks. Although he is widely
respected, Nitze's tendency to oper-
ate and negotiate on his own in the
past has raised eyebrows among
arms-control hard-liners. A prime
example was his 1983 “walk in the
woods” informal negotiations in
Vienna with Yuli Kvitsinsky,
rejected in both Washington and
Moscow but providing Walter Mon-
dale’'s campaign ammunition for a
year.

The pre-Geneva task of prepping
Shultz, whose lack of familiarity
with nuclear weapons has surprised
Pentagon experts, has proved awe-
some. It leaves no time for other
activities by the administration’s in-
house critics of easy-come arms con-
trol agreements.

These specialists are now sweating
out separate negotiating concessions
on outer-space defense systems,
offensive strategic arms and
Europe-based intermediate weapons
to be ready for Shultz in two weeks.
“They’ve hit us with incredible time
restraints, so much that we can't
even move against delaying the vio-
lations report or an else,” the
high-level arms-control skeptic told
us. “We're being mau-maued to
death.”

Baker has agreed to let the presi-
dent send a letter to the Senate
a secret summary of the 19
violations and a statement that
full report will be sent to
on Feb. 1. If then, why not now? The
answer lies in White House sensitiv-
ity to endangering a resumption of
the arms control process.

Deltnu the violations report
would have seemed unthinkable last
September when the Senate
imposed the Dec. 1 deadline. It
required the president himself to
submit the latest U.S. findings about
Soviet non-compliance with existing

SALT
heavily

= E

agreements.
That stricture weighed
with Baker. He has said privately
that the ge would give the

report tial sanctity and, as

such, would be interpreted in
Moscow as a slap in the face.

Such sensitivity for Soviet feelings
comports badly with the conclusions
in the violations report. It lists 12
new and separate violations not
included in last January's first-ever
non-<compliance document issued by
any administration, pius seven
updates of earlier violations.

Baker's concern not to offend the
Kremlin came in the face of the first
unambiguous accusation of Soviet
violations ever made by a White
House official. The president perso-
nally authorized Robert McFarlane,
his national security adviser, to utter
this sentence during CBS's “Face the
Nation” on Nov. 25: “We learned
that (the) Soviets violate treaties.”

But Baker, with Shultz's strong
advocacy, made a distinction
between that outright accusation of
cheating by McFarlane and the pres-
ident's signature on the Dec. 1 non-
compliance report. One administra-
tion insider told us that Baker,
surely reflecting Shultz, felt that
Gromyko would take a Reagan-
signed document as a “personal
insult” if the presidential report got
out before Geneva; a charge deli-
vered over television by McFarlane
would cause no such reaction.

That suggests failure in the high-
est levels of the Reagan administra-
tion to understand that Andrei Gro-
myko is going to Geneva for
g::.poau of Soviet policy and not

use he likes George Shultz. The
Kremlin has repeatedly demon-
strated that neither timidity nor
insults deflect its course, as in 1972
when the Nixon administration
showed no timidity in bombing

Hanoi and Haiphong harbor
on the eve of the summit. It
had not the test effect on the
conduct of the

eager to sign
a SALT I treaty they as
being in their own interests. I:lfur
ing out why Gromyko is talking,
ra than fear of offending him,
should concern the president and
his men.

Rowland Evans and Robert Novak
are syndicated columnists for News

America Syndicate.
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CHARLEY REESE

In-between
time ushers
in trivia

his is the in-between season.

The election is over. The new
Congress won't convene until

January. The President and his
ple are working on a new budget

proposal and the inauguration. The
President’s inaugural address will be
his first formal presentation of his
plans for the new administration.

The 1n-
between sea-
son is a bad
time for the
Washington
press corps.
Unless there
is a foreign
crisis, there
won't be
much to
report
except leaks
and gossip
and a few
personnel
changes.

I might as well let you in on a
trade secret because once you know
it. the news will make a lot more
sense.

Those of us in the news business
face a continuing problem. We prod-
uce newspapers and news broad-
casts on a daily basis. The problem is

Charley Reese

that important things don’t happen

on a daily basis. Important things
happen only once in a while, so we
have to fill in the gaps.

One way we do this is to pluck
some news from a far-away place
and give it prominence. This used to
be called “Afghanistanism” until the
Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan
and made that far-away place a
source of legitimate news.

At any rate, when you see a Boliv-
jan mining accident or an anti-
nuclear demonstration by 50 people
in Australia given some prominence,
relax. That's a sure sign nothing's
going on closer by that rates a big
news story. And since news is, by
definition, usually bad news that's
good news.

Another way we fill in the gaps is
by concentrating on minutia and
details. The best example of this is a
foreign trip by the secretary of state
or the President. Now there are
really just two stories involved. One
story is that he is making the trip,
which usually takes several days.
The other story is whatever diplo-
matic agreement is reached or is not
reached. Unfortunately, diplomatic
negotiations are conducted in pri
vate so it may be some time before
what is actually done becomes pub-
lic knowledge

The press, however, cannot write
just two stories. It has to have at
least two stories a day — one for the
morning cycle and one for the after-
noon cycle. So you get stories about
him taking off, stories about him
landing, stories about who was at
the airport to meet him, stories
about what he may accomplish or
could do.

Frankly, if we could bar reporters
{from using the words, “may and
“could,” we could greatly improve
American journalism. Most may-or-
could stories are just pointless specu-
lation. When a reporter writes that
something could mean something or
may mean something else, he's
really telling you he doesn’t know.

When it comes to filling in the
gaps between important events, the
Washington Press corps has an
advantage. The federal bureaucracy
is like a great sedimentary rock
There are layers of people from pre-
vious administrations buried within
it.

That means that no matter who is
President or what policy is being
proposed, energetic Washington
newsmen can always find someone
in the bureaucracy who is opposed
to him or it. These are your
“sources” for stories about internal
squabbling, uncomplimentary gossip
about a public official, and leaked
working papers.

There was a story the other day
that the President’s men “couldn’t
#-.ee" on what to cut in the budget.

t's silly. Of course there's a dis-
agreement at this stage but you can
be sure a final budget proposal con-
taining the cuts the President wants
will be made. |

I’'m surprised there hasn't been a
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