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MPO agrees on a draft list of projects

Two of planning group’s ‘committed’ road projects to begin this year

By Trevor Hawes

thawes @ mrt.com

There are dozens of transportation proj-
ects in Midland-Odessa that need funding,
but there is only so much money available
to spend. At Monday's Permian Basin
Metropolitan Planning Organization meet-
ing, the policy board agreed on a draft ver-
sion of region’s top priorities.

Court

approves
asbestos
removal

B Commussioners’ project is for
building county is purchasing for
archives

By Simone Jasper
sjasper@ mrt.com

Midland County commissioners took
action Monday approving funds to go
toward the asbestos abatement process
for a building that could store county
archaves.

Commissioner Randy Prude of Pre-
cinct 4 said the county is in the process
of closing on a facility located near its
courthouse. The commissioners’ court
on Monday approved removing asbestos
from the building, a process that would
start after closing.

The court voted last month to move
forward on a contract to purchase
a building on North Loraine Street
County Judge Mike Bradford previously
told the -Telegram the total cost
for the 14, square- focrl facility is

In &nod\er action item, commissioners
approved a grant application for rifle-
resistant body armor from the Criminal
Justice Division. Officers would wear
plates to give them extra protection, ac-
cording to Midland County Sheniff Gary
Painter.

“What we have is highly effective,”
he said. “This gives us more (protec-
tuon).”

Also at Monday's meeting, commis-
sioners

8 voted to renew an agreement for
the Texas VINE (Victim Information
and Notification Everyday), a service
that allows crime victims to keep track
of offenders.

8 heard a report from John Trischitti
11, Midland County Public Library
director, about library usage.

Trischitti said library numbers are
strong in terms of foot traffic, pro-

puuctpmon and other measures.
u down, but u IS Dot an
comparison” because
bot.n this fiscal
m Ihc cloun of the downtown
bt-cll for a project, he said. He also
shared with m a map and
numbers showing the library's reach in

Please see ASBESTOS/2A

Price of ol
$46.34 v $0.57

September 2017

“We've been at this for a little raftover
four months now, and ideally tonight we
will walk away with your approval of a
draft list of projects,” MPO Executive
Director Cameron Walker told the board
to open discussion of the action item.

The new list is formally known as the
Vision 2040 Master Transportation Plan
Amendment No. 4. Around transporta-
tion circles, it’'s the MTP. The document

lays out which projects the MPO plans to
address, how much they 're estimated to
cost and when they re expected to begin.
First up are the already-approved overpass
at Loop 250 and Fairgrounds Road in
Midland County and a new location re-
alignment at John Ben Shepperd Parkway
South and Farm-to-Market Road 3503 in
Ector County. Both are slated to begin this
year

Other “commutted” projects - — meaning
funding 1s budgeted for them — and yea
of-expenditure estimated costs are

8 Construction of a new interchange
U.S. Highway 385 at Loop 335 in Ector
County: $17.7 milhon

8 Reconfiguration of the interchanges
on Interstate 20 from Lamesa Road to FM
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Oncor, Sharyland to swap assets

B Oncor receives
retail customers,
distribution network;
Sharyland recerves
258 miles of
transmission lines

By Mella McEwen

mmcewen@mrt.com

Oncor Electric
Delivery Co. LLC and
Sharyland Utilities LP
have announced an asset
swap agreement that
could positively impact
Sharyland customers.

Under the agreement,
Oncor will receive Shary-
land’s retail custom-
ers and its distribution
network. In turn, Shary-
land will receive d@p-
proximately 258 miles of
345 kilovolt transmission
lines located in West and
Central Texas.

The deal is estimated
to be valued at $400
million and is expected
to close later this year,
pending approval by the
Public {Ju’lily Commis-
sion of Texas

Sue Mercer, Oncor
customer operations
manager, West Texas
Region, estimated the
company will receive
54,000 retail customers,
which is the equivalent of
a year's growth. o S

She described the deal &
as a win-win for Shary- §
land customers, who can
expect to see significantly
lower rates

Upon completion of
thc ment, Sharyland

and Sharyland Distribu-
tion & Transmission
Services, along with
other parties, will dismiss
their rate case.

“This provides sig-
nificant rate relief for
our retail distribution

linee from Oncor, ke these in the Greenwood area

We would like to thank the stafl
of the Public Utility Commis-
sion of Texas, the Texas Office
customers.” said David of Public Utlllly Counsel, and
A. Campbell, CEO of the other parties for working
Sharyland Utilities and  diligently and constructively
InfraREIT Inc., in a state- with the companies to reach
ment provided to media  these agreements.”

outlets. “This transaction  “Since our inception, Shary
is the right thing to do for land Utilities has been strongly
our customers and for the committed to serving as a
communities we serve.  community-centric utility, pro-

statement.

viding our customers with safe.
reliable, affordable power,”

said Hunter Hunt, chairman of
Sharyland Utilities, in that same
“We believe the most
community-centrnc action we
can lake 1s 10 give our custom-
ers access 10 a world-class util-
ity like Oncor with the lowest
rates in the state, and focus our
forward strategy in support of
the transmission infrastructure

Tim Flscher/Reporter-Telegram

Oncor announced a deal Monday with Sharyland, Oncor will receive Sharyland's approximately 54 000 retal cus
Iomers and iis distribution network and Sharyland will receive about 258 miles of high power 345 kilivolt transmissio

pecessary [or our comimun
Les 1O continue o grow and
prosper.

'he announcement drew
praise from elected ofhcial,
representing this arca

State Sen. Kel Seliger and
State Rep. Drew Darby who
It‘]“lt'wnla nine West Texas
COUntIcs said 1n a statement

Please see SWAP/2A
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Midiand

hon because

of 11.74 percent prop-
erty value gain

By Stewart Doreen
sdoreen@mrt.com

The Midland ISD board
got more than $13 million
in good news at its Mon-
day workshop.

The
Appraisal District in-
creased final valu-
ations by 11.74 percent in
its July report. Because of
the revision, tax revenue

2148 million, according
to a budget forecast pro-
vided by the distnict. Last
month, the budget forecast
showed local tax revenue
of $201.4 milhon.

The budget forecast also
showed that for the 2016
| 7 vear, the school finance
payment 10 the state was
more than $2 milhon less

Man arrested
on assault
charge

A Midland man was
arrested Saturday after
allegedly assaulting a
woman, according to court
documents

Ray Saenz Gonzalez, 20,
was being held Monday on
a $25.000 bond for a thard-
degree felony charge of
assault of a family/house
member with a previous
convicuon

Midland police were
hispatched Saturdav 1n
reference to a disturbance

From 1A

| S 10 Mhdland € ounty
4 S malhon

8@ C onstruction of a
new interchange on |- 20
at County Road 1250 1n
Midland County $19 &4
milhon

B Construction of a new
nterchange on Loop 250
at CR 1150 and CR 60 1n
Midland County $21 .5
milhon

B (onstruction of & new
mterchange on Loop 33K
at Yukon Road in Ector
County $19 2 milhon

B Ramp reconhgura-
tions 1n the area of Loop
250 and State Highway

| 1in Midland County
% 26 milhon

'hese projects are slated
1o begin in the next three
vears Walker told the Re
porter- Telegram after the
meeting that what s most
interesting to him about the
st which totals more than
four dozen projects. 1s that
the first 17 non-commutied
nrojects are all new

Furthermore, a total of
’S projects are slated to
begin 1n the next decade.
though Walker put the
more reasonable timetable
al seven years because of
increased funding trans-
portation funding from

Swar

From 1A

that they have hosted town
hall forums and wrnitien
numerous letters to the
Public Unulity Commussion
and the Office of Public
Utility Counsel on behalf
of Sharyland customers
expeniencing high trans-
mission rates

“This is an important
development in provid-
ing relief to the exorbitant
rates Sharyland customers
have experienced, Seliger
said. ] am eager to see the
impact this has on improv-
ing those rates.”

“This i1s welcome news
for our constituents with

savings on the honzon, and

ISD to benefit

-1i mil-
hon, :u--u
$46.2 million 10 Austin to
be distributed to

shows the distnct can pay
the $185 million in expens-
es, an even larger school
finance payment ($41.6
million) and put more than
$3 million in reserves
Under the new budget.

Gonzalez allegedly
pushed a
woman
causing
her 10
fall back
onto a
doorknob.
Then he
pushed her
face onto
a couch
causing her physical pain,
according 1o his arrest af-
hdavit

Gonzalez was arrested
in 2016 on family violence
charges. according to the
athdavit

If convicted of the
third-degree felony charge.
Gonzalez could face up to
|0 years impnsonment

Proposition | and Proposi-
uon 7. Financial contribu-
tons from the Midland and
(Odessa development cor-
porations also are a factor
Between them. the ODC
and the MDC are com-
mutting about $20 milhon
loward a dozen projects
over the next 10 years

Several of the projects
focus on 1-20, and the
MPO ulumately hopes to
convert the thoroughtfare s
bidirectional service roads
10 one-way. When talking
about the large presence of
I-20 projects, Walker told
the board. “The message
1s 1-20 1s important (o us.
conversion 10 Onc-way)
frontage roads 1s important
1o the board.

In 1ts 6-0 vote, the policy
board also approved MPO
staff 1o conduct a 10-day
public comment penod
Midland County Commus-
sioner and policy board
Vice Chairman Robin Don
nelly was absent Monday

The board also voted
6-0 10 approve the Unihied
Planning Work Program,
which effectively 1s the
MPO's annual budget

Like Trevor on Facebook
and follow him on Twitter
at @ HowdvyHawes.

retain its DAansSmIssIon sys-
tem 1n the Texas Panhandle
and 1n the Stanton and
McAllen service arcas

Even though Oncor will
be giving Sharyland 258
miles of transmission lines,
Mercer said the company
will continue 10 maintain
approximately 122.000
miles of transmission
and distribution lines and
over 3.4 million advanced
meters.

She said Oncor intends
to make employment of-
fers to approximately 130
Sharylard employees o
join the company and help
build and maintain those
transmission and distribu-
uon lines.

Both companies are
e 10 make a joint
change-in-control filing
with the PUC no later
than Aug. 4. The PUC
will then have |80 days to
take action. Mercer said
completion of the transac-
tion is contingent upon

PUC

mﬂglm
tive director, has already
expressed his val of
the deal, she .
“If customers are paying

-5 mil-

lion in 2015-16 10 $226 8
million in this upcom-

gwhool year. Around
million of dlat comes
from cuts made inside the
dim'icl.mmtﬁglnthc
budget forecast. Payroll
has been trimmed by more

than $5 million during the

same penod.
If there was an area of
the budget that created

dean at John Jay High
School in Northside 1SD
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Midland and surrounding
counties.

® heard a report from
representatives of the
county's truancy court and
Midland ISD

James R. Henry. truancy
court director, said the two

f reom .ﬂaﬂ H’[Hif’!\

A Midland man died Fnday afternoon
after his vehicle rolled over on Interstate
20 in Howard County, according to the
Department of Public Safety.

Jesus T. Serrata, 49, was drniving a Jeep
Grand Cherokee when the vehicle had a

92-year-old
veteran

attacked trying
to defend US

Hag

Associated Press

KAUFMAN — A

Burr-Hamilton? Texas lawmaker
singles out ‘female senators’

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pas-
sions are running high on
Capitol Hill — but pistols
at 10 paces over health
care”

GOP Rep. Blake
Farenthold of Texas is
angry with some fellow

- Republicans in the Senate
- who are balking at parts

- of legislation 10 overturn
 “Obamacare.” After GOP

promises to repeal the law.
that “is just repugnant to
me,” he says.
Who's to blame?:
“Some of the people that
are some female sena-
tors from the 2

entities and local youth
programs have recently
worked together 1o prevent
cases from coming 1o
coun

No one spoke dunng
public heanngs about mat-
ters related to the distnict
clerk and county clerk s
office records.

Moss has served a CFO for
the Liberty-Eylay Inde-
pendent School District, a
Class 4A school district in
Texarkana.
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Bradford was not present
at Monday s meeting

Photo: Property at 500 N
Loraine is shown Monday. Mid-
land County Commissioners
are in | 10 purchase

the property, former hall-
way-house for New Direction

Midlander dies after rollover on 1-20

blowout and rolled over, according to the
DPS press release

92-year-old Marine veteran
has been injured winle try-
ing to defend the U.S. flag

outside his Texas home.

Howard Banks fought in
World War Il and was left
legally blind by a flare on
Iwo Jima.

After hearing noises
outside his Dallas-area
home earlier this month,
Banks says he went outside
and found someone trying
to pull his flag down from
its pole

The would-be thief

Corpus Christi.

Serrata was transported 10 Medical
Center Hospital in Odessa, where he died
He was not wearing a seat belt. The wreck
occurred about S miles west of Big Spring
around 1:08 p m Friday.

knocked him down before
running off, and neighbors
rushed 1o help.

Banks was left with
bumps, bruises and a
iwisted knee.

Police are investigating.

Meanwhile, fellow Ma-
rine veterans from Honor
Flight Austin visited Banks
at his home Sunday and
offered him a free tnp to
Washington, D.C. 1o ex-
press their appreciation for
his service.

Under the latest iteration

of the bill, 22 million more

people would become un-
insured by 2026, many of
them Medicaid recipients,

l

i

|

‘ f;lhu.
Cooke, of Odessa, Texas: his
sister, Trace Maltsberger and

He is preceded in death by
his beloved mother, Diana

Ml)‘ Cooke, of Odessa

. Texas: and his dear father-in-

|
|

|

!
¥
|

|

law, Willam  Fredenck
Kerley and his wife Bonme
Kerley from Runaway Ba)
Texas

Bnan was a graduate of
Texas Tech University and
cammed his Master's degree 1o
Special Education. Before

' becoming a Special Ed teach-

er for Midland 1
School Distnet . he

 worked for 17 years in Big

Spring as a chmcal social
worker at the Big Spring
State Hospital and
MHMR. Bnan became 2
Christian at the age of X
while attending Antioch
Christian Church in Odessa
Texas. He met huis wife a
Antioch in 1982 and the
were marmed there i 1955
While hving m Big Spnng
Texas, he was active in his
local church. Afler moving
back 0 Odessa, Texas in
2008, he returned 0 Antioch
and acted faithfully as a
servant and clder there untl
his health would no longer
permit hum o serve in that
great capacity

He was a2 man kmown for
his gentle and silent strength,
his patience. and his determu-
nation o be a benefit to
everyone in his presence. He
was 2 man known for his
warm quietness, careful
diligence in his work, and his
proclivity for serving his
Lord by serving those around
him. weight of his loss is
profound - the world is pow a
lesser place because of his
absence.

The memonial service will
be held at 3:00 p.m. on July
27, 2017 &t Antioch Christian
Church which is located at
4040 Maple Ave in Odessa,
Texas. Instead of flowers,
and in honor of Bnan's
proclivity for WM do::
famuly requests -
lmnsybc made to Antioch
Christian Church’'s general
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Most viewed ¥
ltems at jmit.com

1. Small Baes: Taco @ Vino opens,
Dino's Pizza closes 13,824
Jh“nﬂw

mmm
m power 5 464
u:.?u”hhm

§. Is an H-E-B Pius coming 10
northeast Midland? 4 058

6. MPD seeks suspect in Beal
Park vandalism 3,900

7. Taxdiand Estate home on the
market for §1.5 million 2,413

8. Firefighters find respite through

second jobs 2.273
l.I:anmPﬂm

tion 2,026

10. Man shot by arrested
transferred 10 jail 1

11. Your inside scoop for Natonal
ice Cream Day 1,206

12. Animal Services making
needed repalr at shelter 1138

13. Jury convicts Odessan after 17
MHZMLNT

14. P&Z approves zone change for
future Dollar General 1104

15. Bales named new MHS head
coach 1,070

16. H-E-8 10 bring online ordenng,
curbside pickup 800

17. Heat Index: Planetanum to
=2reei) Westworld' 743

18. Video: OPD bor ag-

Javatedassaull suspec!

19. Water management becoming
ssue 710

20. LL Northern's 8-10 team wins
Texas West state title 702

Things to do

8 Wutercolor art classes Dy
Sara Drescher, 10am.and6pm..
Arts Council of Midiand, 1506 W.
inots Ave_ To register, emall sara @
artbysaradd com

8 Grant Writing Workshop Ses-
sions, 11 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Ellen
Noel Art Museum, 4800 E Urwersiy

Bivd . Odessa Regster by emaiing
ass! @ odessaars.

] 6pm City VFW
#mew..

lmmmw.m
Aliison Bridge Center, 913 W. Wadley
Ave. $6. For more information cal
682-8585

B Live Trivia by Challenge
Emertainment, 7 p.m., Basin Burger
House

@ Two-Dollar Tuesdays with
the same pnce 1or games, shoes

e

8. >

’#Ji

{

Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram

Lucas Miller, the singing zoologist, entertains children and adults Friday with his
program teaching about animals as part of the summer programs at the Midland

County Public Library Centennial branch.

select beers and arcade card after 8
p.m. Bowlero, 5320 W. Loop 250 N
bowlero.com

B Kamose with Al Bpm Your
Place, 3704 W Wall St

8 Karaoke and pool tournament
at The Lone Star Bar, 621 W Wall St

Meetings

City Council
10am
Councll Chambers City H all
JO0 N Loraine Ave

Lottery

Pick 3 moming: 746

Toxas Two Step: 4-5-33-35

Dome shows

(Blakemore Planstanum 1705 W
Missour Ave )

B “New MHorzons™ dome show
noon, Tuesdays-Saturdays. 3 p.m
Sundays. museumsw org

B “The Secret Lives of Star”
dome show, 2 p.m_Tuesdays-Satu
days through Aug 31

MUSSUMSW.0rg

8 “Dawn of the Space Age” dome
show, 4 p.m. Tuesdays- Saturdays

through Aug. 31 museumsw org

Weather

Pool hours

Doug Russell Aquatic Center. 900
Midland Drive s closed today

Washington Aquatic Center. 1601
E Inchana Ave  noon 10 7 pm Famuly
n gl"? | irJ 7 j

st of entry at city of Midland

PO S } per person. with free
admission 1or children under 2

Source: City of Mxdlang

Roadhouse to host

Forecast for Tuesday, July 25, 20

A v arilhe
"8/ 71
L

Tip a Cop

Police ofcers and Law Enforce
ment Torch Run members from
Midland and Odessa will be at Texas
Roadhouse 5-9 pm Thursday for
innual Tip A Cop Night. a fundrasss
for Special Olympics Texas Office
will serve lables and collect 1ip!
which will be donated 10 Speca
Olympics

All ips will 9o toward SOTX
programming for the more than 36
athigtes in the Permian Basin By
send area

Mi temperatures
ngh | Yo

e ¢ A LLow . 75
4-79-10-12-16-19-20-22-24 Normal high 05

Al 0r Nothing day: 1-4-5-6-9 Normal low /0)
10-11-12-14-15-17-24

All or Nothing evening: 5-6-8-
10-11-13-14-16-18-20-21-22

All or Nothing night: 1-4-5-8
9-10-11-12-15-17-19-23

B Ol EDITOR
Mella MicEwen 687 K860
mEnoewen'@ mr_com

Pick 3 day: 378 BB 21

Pick 3 evening: 58-5
Pick 3 night: 10-1
Dally 4 moming: 6-3-3-7
Dally 4 day: 60-4-5
Dally 4 evening: 448 7
Dadly 4 night: 4-2-5-8
Cash Five: 3-16-17-20-28
Triple Chance: 2-13-15-21.27
N-35414549

Stay

B PHOTO EIDITOR
m Fiacher 687 8K 11
thecher @ mrt.com ” 24’s records
Record high: 106 set in
1995

Record low: 62 set in 1947

Precipitation

Sunday ().O8 n
Monday (.00 in
Month total | 4% 1n
Year total 10.22 1n
Normal total

(year to date) 49 1n

B FEATURES EDITOR
Rich Lopez 657 8559
riope 7 @ mn _com

8 ONLINE EDITOR facebook cony
Mervedes (Cordero 657 -555)

meordero@ mn com
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@ midiandre-

sheckler@mn.com Highest sustained: |
portertelegram Highest gust: |

"Igh Y/ the day and might
( hance of rain: Non

SUnrise Jiam
Sunset N16 pm

lLow: /4
Conditions: Sunny dunng

the day/mostly clear at night

July 25 forecast Winds: 10-15 mph during \ ‘
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FREQUENTLY ASKED

QUESTIONS

B How do | submit an

- announcement for 8 wedding or
- engagement

weddings @ mnt_.com

B How can | submit an

- obltuary? obits @ nut.com
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Note: Bigar s Stars 1s based
on the degree of your sun al
birth. The sign name 1s stmply
a label astrologers put on a set
ol degrees for convenience
For best results, readers
should refer to the dates fol
lowing each sign

A baby born today has
a Sun and Moon in Leo if
born before 6:32 am. (ET)
Aftgrward, the Moon will be
n Virgo

HAPPY BIRTHDAY fos
Tuesday, July 25. 2017

This year cousld be momen
ous if you allow your unique
perspective 10 mix with
unstoppable creatvity. You
will have many special memo-
nes of what occurs. You will
see inancial gams, but you'l|
need to resist going overboard
with your spending. If you are
single, some of you will enjoy
remainng single, whereas
others will be entranced by
potential suitors. If you are
attached, the two of you could
find yourselves renegotiating
certain parts of your relation-
ship. A bond needs to have
both partners interacting on
an equal level VIRGOimmu
how (o rain on your parade

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
**t* Ym are full of

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day vou [l have

your vocabulary. Ask a Inend
for feedback, if need be To
nmight. Kick up your heels
GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

wh R ® You might be
pushed to the forefront.
whether 1t s at work, at home
or while doing something
else. You naturally know whai
o say and when. Try 1o avond
becoming fussy and cntical
in the afternoon. Ask yoursel!
what 1s going on with you
fTomght: Head home

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

w ok d® You might be
weighing the pros and cons of
a Change. Determune what 1!
will bring to your life as well
as what it 1s hikely to cost
Know that you do not need
10 make a decision just yet
Discuss this topic with some
one you consider a fnend
Tomght: Return calls hirst

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

% %% # The unexpected
plays a strong role in your
moming. You know how to
work with spontaneity. Mat-
ters involving travel could
come to the forefront. Your
ability to get past a problem
emerges. Avoid being judg-
mental about a money matter
Tonight: Think before acting.

VIRGO

(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

* % You might want o
socialize and network in the
afternoon, but use the mom-

ing just for you, Whatever you

do to relax willblp feel
better in a substant

Try to lwp being so critical of

udyoulrhcmh
LWHIM m
Do your own thing.

LIBRA (Sept. 23.Oct. 22)

* R RR Your powers ol
persuasion and your innale
charm soar in the morning A
rude comment or 4 momen!
of negativity could color yout
afternoon. Resist the desire o
cocoon at home. This behay
or will not serve you, unless
you have a lot of research to
do. Tomght: Get plenty ol
reslt

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

*hd % Use the mom
INg O IMpress someone who
seems 10 have doubts abou!
you. Mix 1in some humihity
with your knowledge and
capabihities. A meeting 1n the
evenIng points Lo success and
a happy situation. You |l see
the positive results of you
efforts. Tomight: Jomn a tnend

for dinner.
SAGITTARIUS

S t!"-””””[ 4 ;HFHHH

).

f-averave. Z-so-zo 1 diuffu ud

(Nov, 22-Dec. 21)

kAR RR Your desire 1
Anow more comes through
Whether you expose yoursell
1o a different culture through
4 foreigner or you choose o
sign up tor & workshop, you |
he satished with the outcome
Ask a Inend 1o Join you on a
tun adventure. Tomight: Burn
the mudnight ol

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Rk kA get-together
with a close Inend or loved
one might take up most of the
morming. Decide 1o take a new
approach to an existing prob
lem. Imagine what it would
be like to free yourselt of thas
Issue, then use your mgenuity
10 make 1t happen. Tomghi
Bramstorm away

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
RRRR You could be

w hatl you hea | o)
LS L L NI IAN]
PIS( I \
(Feb. 19-Maurch 200
' A R & BEY 1
As mudh dJone as o
will want to clear ug
cxtra time ASAP the
will become apparent «
as thas altermoon Make o
laler in the Jday Lo soangcood
vl JOon 1 olten sec, daid maks
plans o visit him or el
IHHI_L'II'I He avarlabl

BORN TODAY
Mode! Iman ( 1955 mus
Jran Verdine White ( 195
actress bBstelle Getty (1928

IT IS TIME TO
DEEP ROOT FEED
YOUR TREES!




By Alaa Shahine
Bloomberyg

Saudi Arabia’s drive 10
reduce the economy s reli-
ance on oil has hit a snag:
its reliance on oil.

More than a year after
the kingdom's dominant
leader, Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman.
unveiled a blueprint for
the post-oil era, the drop
in crude prices is making
economists more skeptical
about whether some of the
plan’s medium-term targets
hiﬂl‘!m mrenm

needed to balance its books
by 2020 while trying to
sumulate growth to case the
transition s burden on the
populatyn.

IMF data released Fnday
underscored the chal-
lenge. The fund lowered
its forecasts for Saudi
economuc growth this year
10 “close to zero. Analysts
at Citngroup, EFG-Hermes
and Standard Charntered see
a bleaker picture, expect-
ing the economy to shrink
for the first ume since the
global inancial cnss In
2009, according to data
compiled by Bloomberg

[)L‘t:[\!:r CCONOIMIKC pain
will test the authonties
resolve 1o pursue tough
reform measures as they
seeh 10 go against the run of
history. which suggests that
successtul diversithcation
eftorns dt‘[\(‘lldc‘d |4I!.‘L']} (M
policies put 1in place before
a pnce shock

L nless you start seeing
\Ome economic growth
dnvers hicking in, which
would really have to come
from the government and
would require higher ol
prices. the pace of
torms would likely reman
siomer than in 2016, when
authonties cut spending
and lowered utﬁll} subsi
Jies. Momica Malik. chiet
economist at Abu Dhaby
C ommercial Bank. said 1n
AN INIETVICW

We see the possibiliny of

fiscal re

Russia calls for tighter
compliance with oil
output cuts

MOSCOW Major otl
Drodueers need 1o show
greater discipline 1n stick
ng o outpul
raising the pnce of crude
Russia s CNCIEN MInistel
va1id Monday

OPEC and several non
OPEC states like Russia
leCided last vear 1o rein
n output. but prnices have
tallen below $50 a barre!
in recent weeks amid con
cerns about higher produc
tion 1n the US . which was
ot pari of the deal. and
vome countnes  lack of
Liscipline 1n enforcing the
CUTS

Following a meeting
it OPEC and non-OPE(
countnies 1n the Russian
city of St Petersburg on
Monday. Alexander Novak
said complamnedghat
some countries are not ye!
tully implementing  the
Cuts

“Despite the high level
i comphance with the
agreement. we 1nsist on all
countnies fulhlhing thenr
obhigations 100 percent.
he said. 1In comments
reported by Russian state
NCWS agencics

Novak added that he
would be open to ughter
monitoring of output. and
a possible extension of the
cuts beyond theiwr sched-
uled end 1in March 2018

The International Energy
Agency has esumated
that comphiance with the
OPEC output cut fell to
7% percent in June, from
95 percent the previous
month

Beyond hugh U S
output, o1l prices have also
been pressured by -
tion increases in O
members Libya and Nige-
rna. which have exemptions
from the cuts due to politi-
cal instabilty.

Associated Press

IS dimed al

lowa women claim
they vandalized oil

pipeline in protest

DES MOINES. lowa
— Two women with civil

having a very low growth ot
stagnant cconomic environ-
“ﬂhm‘

this year to 0.1 percent from
0.4 percent. And while it

now expects non-oil GDP
1.7 percent after

nﬂ last year, the new
figures compare with an
earlier estimate of about 2
percent.

The non-otl activ-
ity remains “too weak to
offset” the expected overall
contraction, saxd Mohamed
Abu Basha, Cairo-based
economist at EFG-Hermes,
an investment bank.

“We don't really see
much quality growth,”
he said by email. “Credit
growth 1s mil. project awards
weak and the contraction In
cement consumption 1S 1n
double dagits.”

Just as o1l discovenes
transformed Saudi Ara-
bia — dotung the Arabian
desert with major cities and
bolstening the kingdom s
pohiical influence — so do
low prices offer an opportu-
nity to reshape the econ-
omy. Pnnce Mohammed
says. In the past two years.
authonues cut spending.
curtatled costly energy sub-
siches and announced plans
o sell government stakes In
muluple companmes. includ-
ng o1l giant Saudh Aramco

But even a rebound in
pnces 1o as much as $55 a
harrel won t be enough 10
halance one of the hlgh-
- hudgc‘l dehcits in the
Middile East by 2020 To do
that. according to Dima Jar

ENERGYBRIEFS

FROM WIRE REPORTS

an o1l pipeline that crosses
lowa and three other states

Jessica Reznicek and
Ruby Montova were ar-
rested for cnminal mas-
chief at the lowa Utithities
Board office Monday after
damaging a sign outside
the agency's building

T'he Des Moines women
released a statement before
their arrest claimuing they
burned construction ma-
chinery. cut through pipe
valves with a torch and set
fires with gasoline. rags
and tres along the Dakota
Access pipeline route

Both women have been
arrested 1n the past year for
protesting the $3 .5 billion
pipeline crossing North
Dakota, South Dakota.
Jowa and llhnois. It began
operating June |

Pipeline owner Energ)
Transfer Partners did not
immediately respond to
messages

Associated Press

Anadarko slashes
spending amid
continued low oil
prices

Anadarko Petroleum
Corp. posted a second
quarter net loss on Monday
and said 1t plans to curb
capital spending by $300
milhon this year amud a
volatile o1l market.

The Woodlands-based
oil explorer lost $415 mal-
hon, or 76 cents a share,
in the April-June period.
compared with a loss of
$692 million, or $1.36 a
share, in the same pe-
nod last year. Total sales
increased from $1.9 billion
10 $2.7 billion.

Anadarko is the first
major U.S. oil producer
to announce plans to cut
investment spending as oil
prices languish below $50
a barrel. Smaller oil pro-
ducers in West Texas have
previously said they would
slow activity if prices
remained 100 low.

and North Africa research
at Standard Chartered in

0.4 percent &t 1:19 p.m.
in Riyadh, the most in the
six-nation Gulf Coopera-
tion Council. The index is
little changed this year.

To appear in For Your quM‘MI Wm “7 7468 or

TR

standoff with Qatar that
could drag on. -

To be sure, the IMF com-
mended the Saudi reform
efforts and said it

MW&mm}n

17 percent in 2016 —
and to just above | percent
by 2022. “This assumes that
the major non-oil revenue
reforms and encrgy pnice
outlined™ by the
last year wall

pﬁdaﬂmd.hﬂ

mmu ¥e
imposed taxes on tobacco

:-dnp-nunubw

4
¥

As you coasider your
spring remodel plans, don’t
give up on having warm
wood tones anywhere you
want them. After all, wood
floors are unmatched for
natural beauty. For years
sO many homeowners have
wished they could have
the warmth tones of wood
everywhere—even in the
kitchen, entryways and bath.
But real wood comes with
a prnce.

Not so much the dollar
investment. although that
can indeed be more than for
most floonng. It’s about the
wear, scraiches and stains
that you have to deal with
on wood. Mamtenance can
be constant and the womrm
never ends.

These days there's an
amazing solution available
at Southwest Floors. It's
called HDP or high defi-
muion porcelamn tile from
Flonda Tile—and the look 15
almost impossible 10 distin-
guish from real wood'

Southwest Floors™ Travis
Kendnick says this 1s one of
their top selling lines, and
it’s no wonder. Thuis HDP
looks so much more like
real wood than carher wood-
patterned tiles

With older wood gramn
tile technology the pattern
might repeat every few feet,
giving vour floor an oddhy

GET QUALIFIED
Nursing Home Medicaid
VA Pension Aid & Attendance

432-683-0796

Mchos Malser w™ Metior anc Ao aie
worky under the Bwe oo o' ot lorneyy

City Wide Electric

Service Ml T ypes Commerciai
sad Residentini fiecinical Wen

tone—and

Trustworthy, Caring, Professional

repetitiv ¢ and manufactured
look—unlike the completely
random patterns found in
real wood. Instead, HDP
uses digital technology to
stretch patterns to 100 feet in
length, making 1t much more
natural and more appealing
10 the ¢ve

Do vou like the darker.
more nchly colored woods”
Would you love a highter tan
or gray shade to brighten
a large room” Or 1s a bas-
Ketweayve mosaic perfect for
vour home?” HDP offers so
many options

All HDP tle maimntains
Its amazing beauty for vears
and years, withstanding oot
trafhe, dirt and spills with
just a hittle sweeping and
mild mopping. This will al-
low you 1o relax even when
the meces and nephews es-
cape the kitchen with grape
juice, or spill Cheenos from
one end of the dimng room
0 the other

Iravis savs wood-pat-
terned tiles like this and
others they offer account
for almost 80 percent of
thetr sales. You e probably

Enjoy Outdoor Living
Indoors
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work life easier!
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danch, head of Middle East  mulitary bas -iull on

f“'l""h.

expanded at an annual rate
of 0.6 percent from 0.4 per-
cent in the previous three

first quaner.
will also likely de
vecond round of
cuts 1o later in 201
carly nexl year,
o people with knowledge
of the matier. |

“We believe that the
government has already

You CAN upgrade to warm wood
till have carefree ﬂooring

The aptly named Berkshire series evokes a

-l [ i —
N
H ’ '
*

__madvcnmn! account executive al blll" §311

al the Gulf Research Center
in Riyadh. “But it will take
time to impact headline
growth numbers as we
already done with the first
half of the year.”

PAID CONTENT

rh-'

nostalgic Americana feeling. With its rich colors
and hand-scraped texture, Berkshire looks and
feels like panels of reclaimed lumber with a rich
history. Find this and more amazing flooring at
Southwest Floors, 1113 Andrews Highway.

seen this in homes vou ¢
visited, but you may nol
have realized that 1t wasn 't
real wood. This does explam
why the homeowner wasn |
worned about where in the
NOUSE Iht: kldh WENIL, Or w hy
wood was in the kntchen and
mavbe the bath.

Ready (o use your imag
natbon” Go see Travis Ken
ITick or Nick Burton at
Southwest Floors and et

them open your mind 1o the

Complete Collision
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esperk.tﬁ_l well for us.

ywatuoppmgb and
'{uu ma

well,
will they

'fll' ﬂll me, Paul

possibiiues

\HHHIHL’H f'.h.luf‘t LETA
pened by Robert Burton in
990 i hey carry a wide se-
lection of carpet, tile. wood
and vinvl tile flooring. The
address 15 1113 Andrews
Highway, next to McDon-
ald's. T<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>