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Phe Strawa "“"emibmae 
Eeattished 1012 PALO PINTO COUNTY'S LEADING WEEKLY NEWSPAPER { Vie porta Vers | 

[Ig Streasvn LMorchandice Company 
Clty s ®ldcot Dwclneos Iaotitutieon 
E . . . FIRM, FOUNDED HERE BACK IN 1894, 

xecutives of Pioneer Firm WILL BE FIFTY YEARS OLD NEXT YEAR 
The Strawn Merchandise Company, the oldest . 

I - ues I = = - business institution in this area, will celebrate its 
. | golden apujversary in November, 1944, 

, . L 

bo . . - The pioneer firm, one of the most complete de- 
boo ) ) | -. partment stores betwoen Fort Worth and Fl Paso 
Com oo Vo fering conmplete ‘Service from the Cradle to the 

© el N (irnve,” was originally organized back on November 
In : -\ \ { 17, 1894 as a unit of the American Coal Mining C'om- 
EE > B .~ 7 pany, forerunner of the present Struwn Coal Come 

. —— nny, r - J - Vin’ 1904 the firm was re-organi- 
- \ h as the Strawn Merchandise Clyde J £ Fort Worth is 

a of The big store of the le BC. vice-president; Artiiur Deffebach, 
Fort Worth, secretary-treasurer; 
R. M. Harris of Strawn, gerersl 
manager; and H. A. Craw! rl of 
0 st ——® 

The firm has twenty-eight em- : 

Hinkson, pioneer Strawn merchant 
and banker, the institution was 
moved to fis present location. 

“| oinkon a originally founded 
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R. M. HARRIS JUDGE E. B. RITCHIE H. A. CRAWFORD one of Palo Pinto County's most | conditioned, furnished . iv rire 
General Manager President Manager | colorful ploneers. Dila- | finest office sqgipmert Crawe _ 

{ — hunty (fame to Strawa from rescentlighted on sre HA Ce = 

’ 4 A am dm ™ its lo = Len BIS ICR) lure 40 Frio Maggie Cava, Misa Hi vi- $ § WINNING THE WAR COMES PIRST\L-= rm Aad 1a amples. © dising Netare 1 a small 34 by 40 Moe Macrio Caro, Mies Kita 

STRAWN MERCHANDISE COMPANY AND | shal be caly eas decisive result| Today the Straws Merchandise Employees in the dry goods do- - and helming | Company occupies 46,526 square | partment are Frank © Phillips, 

EMPLOYEES GO ‘ALL-OUT’ FOR VICTORY! [victory as soon as possible . , . |e of floor space — exclusive of | 0, AL. Bares nt Mrs. Don 
. . for the United States and her al- | Judge E. B. Ritchie of Mineral |ald Crawford. 

The Strawn Merchandise Company and its em- |iies! Wells heads the firm as president;| Personal of the grocery and 

loyees have gone ‘all-out’ for Victory . . . M B Willis. Lonzo Fine 
plols 80 FIGHTING FOR FREEDOM — cher, Mrs, Matt Segars. Miss No. 

Strawn’s oldest business institution — establiah- 
ed here back in 1894 — is working shoulder-to-shoul- 
der with this community and its citizens in carrying 
on the important duties on the homie front . .. and in 
strongly supporting every campaign sta to aid 
the war effort and to bring speedy Victory for the 
United States and her valinnt allies, the United Na- 
tions. 
The firm has spent hundreds of 

dollars — yes, thousands — jn in- 
stitutional advertising via news. 
papers, billboards, etc., promoting 
the sales of United States War 
Bonds, urging support of the 
American Red Cross, and staunch. 
ly becking the War Fund and oth- 
or wartime fund-raising cam. 

The scope of this powerful, dy~ 
namic day-in and day-out, week- 
it and week-out advertising ‘bar. 
rage is not limited merely to the 
confines of this community, nor 
merely within the radius of the 
firm's large trade territory. It is 
spread effectively ever a large 
area. 
At the present time seven mam. 

moth outdoor boards — seen by 
thousands dally — are telling tra. 
velers and Americans In this see. 
tion of Texas to buy more, more 
and more War Bonds for Victory. 
The big billboards, maintained 

by the Strawa Merchandise Com. 

Strawn Highway, two are between 
Strawn and Metcalf Gap, another 
large one is at Metcalf Gap, one 
is between Gordon and Mingus on 
Highway 108, another is east ol 
I'alo Pinto, and a seventh is north 
of Mineral Wells on the Jacksbore 

All seven of these largy outdoor 
boards are devoted to promoting 
the sales of United States War 
Bonds, 

In addition hundreds of inches 
vq display advertising in The Tr 

e and other newspapers in this 

area urge readers to “Buy More 
Bonds” During Bond drives, the 
firm gocs “all-out” and usually 
confines its sales mesages exclu- 

sively to’ institutional advertise. 
ments on the War Bond theme. 
And then — of course — every 

employes of the pioneer firm is 
investing to the limit ia U. S. 
War Bonds and Stamps . , . and 
giving as generously as possible 
to every waillme cause, 

“Winning the war comes first!” 
is the fine, highly patriotic spirit 

year-old of this progressive ¢9- 

13 Ex-Employees 
In Armed Forces 
Thirteen former employees of, 

the Strawn Merchandise ('vmpany 
-= on land, on sea and in tl:e air 
-~ are serving in Uncle Sam's 
mighty armed forces which are 

valiantly battling for Victory, 
Another ex-employee, the late 

J. B. (Jack) Hash, Jr. died while 
serving his country in the ranks 
of the United States Army, He 
is the son of Mrs. J. B. Hash, Se 
of Fort Worth. 

Eight of the firm's employees 
are in the United States Army = 
and four of them are overseas. 
Three former members of the 

Strawn Merchandise Company's 
personnel are wearing the Navy's 
Mue — and one of the triv is on 

IN MEMORIAM 
x 

J. B (JACK) RASH, JR. 
who died In the service of 

his country in the Army 
of the United States. 
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LIEUT. CHARLES HODGKINS 

duty “somewhere in the Pacific.” 

‘| Corps — 

One of the firm's ex-employee 
is in the U. 8. Army Air Furces 
and another is in the U. S, Marine 

in action “somewhere i» 

the Bouthwest Pacific area.” 

Lieut. Charles Hodgkins, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jess Hodgkin 
is currently stationed at Harlin 
gen with the U. S. Army. Lieut. 
Hudgkins is married, and his wife 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 

dene Heath, Raymond Harris Cule 
and James Cospar. 
Employees in the hardware and 

furniture department include Theo 
Ferguson, V. W. Jones, Misa Col. 
leon Jones and Miss Ellenda Wile 
kersoa. 
V. W. Jones, lici'nsed funeral 

director, is manager of the Strawn 
Merchandise Company's Funeral 
Home, ong of the fin tet undertake. 
ing establishments of its buat in 

this section of the hale. 
John Davis is nightwatchman, 

and W. A. Perry is fireman, 
Employees in the explosives 

sales and service divivon of the 
Strawn Merchandise Company ine 

clude H. A. Miller and Ularence 
Cole of Riawn, Ernest Halifax 

and Charles F. ( henstnut of Aud- 

lana and (Clyde Scott, field re 
presentative, also of Midland. The 
Neng oy) uj palojdwr ae Ja, 
Merchandise Ernany: ‘s branch 
at Midland. 
The firm,  distiibutors of Here 

cules explosives, expect 1943 dv- 

namite veles to run well over ane 

million pounds. 

The company sells and handles 
more dynamite than any other ex- 

plosives distributor in the Routh. 
west, and i's magazine facilities 
for storage of evplonives here in 
Strawn are the largest iu the ene 
tire South. 
More explusives move from 

Strawn than from any other city 

in Texas — perhaps, even the 

entire Southwest! 
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Employees - - - 

Back In 

1909 

Pictured above are the twen- 
ty-twn emplorees of the 
Strawn Merchandise Company 

back in 1909 — 34 years ago. 
Five of the members of the 

bir store's all-male 
of that year are still resi. 
dents of Strawn. And two of 
them are present day em- 

Fr nyees of th of the pioneer firm. 

Pictured above are, bottom 
row, left to nght — J. W, Bar- 
ber, now of Arlington; Vie 

Cormier, now of Alvarado; E, 
W. Berry, now of Abilene; 

M. D. Cook of Strawn, cur- 
rently serving as County 

Commissioner of Precinct 8; 
J. W, McCorkle, now manager 
of the Strawn Merchandise 

Company Garage; Vie Ander 
son, now of Mississippi; Col. 
Brashier, now of Ranger; the 
late P. E. Whitaker; E. L. 
(Rass) Roberson, now of Min- 
eral Wells; and Doc Wede- 
kind, now of Breckenridge. 

Back row, left to right — 
Frank Walker, now of Ranger; 

the la‘e Sam Barton; Roy 
Whitaker, now of Fort Wor:h; 

Fayett Ames, now of New- 
castle; Ross Cook, now of 
Graham; the late Frank 
Crawford; Ed S. Britton of 
Strawn who is still associated 
with the company; C. A. Bru. 
ner, now of Lubbock; Lon E. 

Shaw, now manager of the 
Strawn branch of the Burtoa- 
Lingo Lumber Company; Wal- 
ter Warren, now of Alpine; 

..the late Lloyd Stewart; and 
O. M. Hurst, a member of the 
current personnel of the store 
which features a complete 
service — “From the Cradle 
to the Grave.” 

13 Ex-Employees 
n Ar ned Forces 

(Continued From Page One) 

1m the {rer Miss Lola Byrom of 
Morera: Wells. 

~:a'f Sergeant Frank 8 Phil 
Lips, wor of Mr. and Mra. Fraak 
1% pe, has been in the Army 
fr: - than two years, and 

ha Inen serving overseas for 

ra vy nonthe, He is now reported 
“ew ew ore In the New Guineas 

ara’ with U. S. armed forees. 
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8 S..T. FRANK 8. PHILLIPS 

KS aff ~er.eant Philips father lo 
a vetiran errployee of the Strawn 
Mer Landine + ompany and his me- 

ther 1s ative in Red Cross and 
other wartime home freat activi. 

tieq, 

serzeant William Supina, so® 

of Mre. Janie Supina of Strawn, 
in aiw overseas. He has boon ota. 

tioned “sumewhere In India™ with 
the U. 8, Army for many 

Pvt. Bob E. Brothers, soa of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harve O. 
1 somewhere in India” with the 
Army. Pvi. Brothery wife, the 
former Misa Gena Beth Andrew, 
ja now a member of the faculty 
of the Strawn Public Schools. 
Aim overswas with the U. 8, 

Army wm (orpiral Germande Gal- 
lina, son of Mra, Mary Gelling of 

—_——— pl 

Strawn. Corporal Galling has a 

sis er, Mins lane Gallina, pow in 
the employ of the N'rawn Mer. 
chandise ( ompany, 

Corporal Fred Boer, another 

former employee of the pioneer 

bcattneatas -o & wo . ld 

CADET DONALD (RAW FORD 

[ford is werking te win his wings 

[the U. 8. Army Air Forces. He's 

Strawn business firm, is stationed 
Mt” Camp Beale, California with 
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] \. - - 4 CPL. FRED BOERO 
ev v »t 
“a h . - ‘ 4 

“ ~ * 3 the U.S. Army. He is the son 
) | ©“ Mr. and Mrs. Frank Boero. 

p -- \ «Joe Ernest Halifax, son of Mr. 
Les 5 «wd and Mrs. Ernest Halifax, formerly 
‘ae | J + 4% of Strawn and now of Midland, is 
v P / ¢« another ex-employee of the Strawn 

15 ({ ' Merchandise Company who is 
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JOE ERNEST HALIFAX 

serving in the ranks of the Unit- 
od States Army. His father is 
employed by the Strawn Merchan. 

Aviation Cadet Donald Craw. 

and commission 28 a pllot with 

The whereabouts of Lieut. Paul 
Peters, former employes, ls aot 
known, Lieut. Peters ls serving in 
the United States Army. He is the . [ . 

CPL. GERMANDO GALLINA 

man, Oklahoma and has one bro- 
ther and one sister, 

Three former employees of ihe 
Strawn Merchandise Company are 

serving in the United S:ates Navy. 
Truitt Cole, one of the trio of | vd . ] 

CAR 
\ ’ aaa ) [1] 

. l : [ Fed 3 
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Floor Manager 

— 

PVT. BOB E, BROTHERS 

Navy tars, is the son of Mr. anc 
Mrs. E. L. Cole. 

Bill Brothers, son of Mr. an 
Mrs, Harve O. Bruthers, is cur 
rently s:ationed at Houston. 

" FE 

us a ct Simanr . Ve 

dise Company's branch at Mid: . 

Serving overseas — “somewhere 

in the Pacific area” — with tx 
U. S. Navy is Joe Lunard: n, sor 
of Mr. and Mrs. Pete Lunardon. 

Cecil Cross, another ex-employe 
of the pioneer firm, is serving 

yah 
Frank D. Phillips, one “of 

Strawn's most popular citizens and 
leading civic and religious leader, 

1s ong of the veteran employees 
of the Strawn Merchandise Com- 
nany. He is floor manager of the 
firm's big store, one of the lar 
gest establishments of its kind 
between Fort Worth and E! Paso. 
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CECIL CROSS 

“somewhere in the Southwes: Pa. 
cifie® with the hard-hitting U. by 
Marine Corps. He's the son of M 
and Mre. Denver Cross, Tonerty 
of Sirawn and now of Fort Worth. 
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Olve bim a orinp WAR 

present (0 be remembered. | 
Beep oa BACRING TER 
ATTACK, ' oon of Mra. Mary Peters of No 

28 

Keep oa Bashing the Attach 

with your purchases of WAR 

| BONDS. Give War Beats 
lor Christmas. 

—-—é" 

/ 
~ Strawn Merchandise 
Is Distributor Humble 
Petroleum Products 
The Strawn Merchandise Com- 

pany {eo distributor of Humble 
products — gasoline, oils and le- 
bricants — in this territory. 
The firm has been distributor 

for the Humble Oil and Refining 
Company for many years. Terrf 
tory of the loca) distributors ime 
cludes 

y Sirens Humble dealer 0 R 
M. (Matt) Segurs. 

® 

The present wi ¢ fatere— 
WAR BONDS fer Citnmg 
MAS. Resp ca Boching Be 
Ausad, 

pew - 
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: STRAWN'S ONLY COAL MINE — NO. 4 — 
IS PRODUCING 300 TONS PER WEEK 
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“LA WAR BONDS 
| the best gift of all! 

USEFUL PRACTICAL GIFT ITEMS 
FROM OUR HARDWARE AND HOME 

FURNISHINGS DEPARTMENT 

s -, fas? 

Ce LAs ied Laman oa 

Pictured above is Strawn's only producing coal mine — Strawn Coal 
Company's No. 4 — which has been operating since 1917. 

>
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miles northeast of Strawn. Old Nol 1 — opened in the 90s 
ip greeont output of the Trine is — is located oy miles cast of tive ploces (rom South of the Border. ¢3.EE OUR LARGE. AND VARIED 

—— . ree 1] NS per wee Strawn, [4 271) yo Ww Ba 

> The mine was originally ojened| y, 3 M one mile nerth of BOWLS VASES, “WALrR TUCK GLASSWAR CHINAWARE back in 1917 and is owned 85d | Gt aun and near this ming flour: NOVELT PIECES E Cun > BTC. 

4 Pan. Droneer firm whose bia. | ished the busy, thickly-populated 28¢ to $1.28 
. community of Lyra back when 

tory dates back to the days at the coal mining was at ita peak in DECORATIVE LIGHTING - 
turn of the century before thel,,.. NG PIECES FOR - CHRISTMAS TREES 

poi of oh ana 8 which slash The Mount Marion mine, the THE ROME — Senuine firs, beautifully shaped 'rees, mount. 

coal early in the second decade of fompany’s | third bourre ul coal, be 6-LIGHT NOVELTY od on bases, ready to trim. 
the century. a tha alte mien | 0 WREATH ......coovvviiinnennn... 8338 3 to 4 Feet ...... 
The late Willard Burton, who | Strawn adjacent to the city limits. WREATH ....ooovvnnniiiinnnnn, $3 ted Feet oii 73 

Ce passed away in Fort worth o n| The wold coal boom dare ar S-LIGHT HOLLY TREE Bob Fest .......... ... ........ $1.23 
November 25, was president of the | Rone, certainly orgot ON BASE .........oovevn, 
company at the time of his death. | Hundreds of ex-miners remained $358 708 Foor... .. EE EERE EERE $1.73 
Judge E. B. Ritchie of Mineral| here after the mines shut down. 
Wells is vice-president and gener. And they still reminisce fondly 
al manager, and R. M. Harris of over the days they spent in the 
Strewn is local manager. pita, digging the precious ore. 

Market Manager Grocery Manager 
CT RTTWTeS \ JR oni 
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Ni ~ ~ Tobaccos & Cigarettes in 

pa J . Gift Packages 
‘ oa 

1.1, GRANGER PIPE 

\ 
TOBACCO . .... ... . 1% 

: \ NY | 1.0. PRINCE ALBERT . 7% 

-d i All Popular Brands of Cigarettes. 

* ’ 
. 'g / \ { 

oo J A ) » \ ‘ . 

4 . ma. o - I CHRISTMAS GOODIES 
Lungo Fincher is manager o Fal M 1 of 

the meat market department of grovery devartnrent of the Stree SALTED PEANUTS, one-half pound -e I 

the Strawn Merchandise (Come | \orhandise (ompany. Moon is ALMONDS, one TY, __ 60c 
pany. He is noted as one of the | experienced groceryman and ENG -is == 40c 

best butchers in this section, and efficiently supervises the foods de- LISH WALNUTS, one pound come mamcEESamEmGe rmEmmm eee 

is highly popular among the | oopmant of Strawn's big depart. FANCY 7108, one pound i 30¢ 

#ore’s niany patrena, ment store — offering a complete ceceitma nu meee 850 

service “From the Cradle te the EXTRA FANCY DATES, one-half pound ....ccccemmeaccacne-. -- 
Grave” — which will be fifty years 
old in 1944, 

Si ga I 

Every week hundreds of tons 
of high quality bituminous steam 

The black ore, most of which 
is shipped from here by nail, 
comes from Ming No. 4 — the 
only coal mine now operating in 

this area — which is located three 

At one time the company oper 
ated four mines — and total eut. 

dug the ore. And thousands of 
dollars in paypoll checks made 
Strawn one of liviiest, busiest 
and most prosperous little cities 
betueen fort Worth and El Paso. 

83-Plece DINNER SET, Ivery Ground 32.Piece DINNER SET, Cream Around, 
coal come from the bowels of | put from the pits was between 800 with Gold Spray ........ Rose God Trim ............ 13.73 
the earth here and fove out of {and 900 tons daily. That was from ih Bray ene ser od Trim ' 
trawn tc near and far-off points] 1918 through the early twenties. 

by truck &nd rail. More than five hundred miners 33-Plece DINNER SET, Pauline S100 Os siaoLE | ARE Tie 

MEXICAN POTTERY — Attractive Decora- 

SARA SALA Sdar 2 08 ASS 00 00000 0600000440000 ands 

Spay 0% DUIS, RSD RE REE 3
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THE FINAL JOURNEY 
i« a Journey prepared in be anty and dignity as a last token of love to the departed. Tt ic aleo a 
journey prepared to most woheitously acconuslate those who go with the deceased only to the shore, 
The Strawn Merchandise Company nesumes all the responsibility, executes ait ma careful and re- 

: fined manner, thue helping to shoulder 
2 = TT TY the burden of those left behind. 

; ) « TIME . 
» For nearly half a century 

“ the po uies of this firm 

¢ S have ,aind tie respect of 

p ci'isenn in this area. Foy 

! trawn gd taste, for courteous 

sv sen ice, fur attention to de- 

». = * Lail, thre can sempate wih 

., . - erc an ISe 0. the Ntramn  Merchanu.se - 

- Company s funeral servike. 

be . We offer c miplcte informa- 

’ $ tion at ail tim 8. 

; AMBULANOE “NEARLY 80 YEARS OF 

Be v. W. JONES FALIHFUL SERVICE? 

Lironsed Feneral INrecter Phone 22:31 * Night Phone 2881 

1 
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