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Car-ride service Uber launches in Midland-Odessa

Service celebrates with week of free rides for customers through Friday

By Mella McEwen Uber is offering free rides in the Midland-  Uber, said users from Midland who used  they want. and 1 makes 1t casier 10 hail
R g— Odessa area through Friday. Riders must the service when traveling 1n Dallas or a nde 1n areas where taxis or other mass
enter the promocode “MLDFREE " into Houston, and Dallas and Houston res- transportation aren 't traditonally available
the Uber app to be eligible for free ndes. dents who traveled to Midland on busi- Uber cited the expenence of Odessa res:

Cidesss Balios s fossaty Miatbonal Pt “_';‘T\'alla{bilily may be limited al Timcn ness. reque sted that it become available dent Amy Hendnck. who said the service
<l ile we're offering free ndes,” said in Midland allows her specia: needs son in Austn to
bqll |.eague player Roy Wllllamh became Leandre Johns, Uber general mapager, 1n She said the company has been pleased move around the city in ways he couldn 1
Rider Z_cm as U!)cr Technologies launched 3 prepared statement. “Just refresh your with the enthusiasm of those who want to  on his own. while her daughter. a student at
service in the Midland-Odessa area. Uber app fter a few minutes to request a drive for the service TCU. uses 1t to get to events where parking
To celebrate the amval of its smart- ride. and you’ll be on your way. There is no set route or schedule because t |
phone app that connects riders and dnvers. Debbee Hancock, spokeswoman for Uber dnivers can drive where and when Please see UBER/4A

MISD
projects as
many as 638

waiver

With a tap of the app on his smartphone,

requests

B Waivers are for student-to-
teacher ratios: district continues
hining new teachers

By Cassie Burton

churton@mrt com

Midland ISD 1s prepared to ask for as
many as 68 waivers, according w Chiet
Academic Officer Patnck Jones
State law requires school distncts to
have no more than 22 students per teache!
in kindergarten through fourth grade or
else they must request a warver from the
Texas Education Agency and explamn
Requesting nearly 70 waivers would re
verse a trend for the school distnct, which
requested 18 last school year and 19 1n
2013-14, according to chumr Telegram
archives. Dunng the 2012-13 school vear
MISD requested 109 waivers
The magnet schools — Washington
Math and Science. Bowie Fine Ans
Academy and Pease Communications
and Technology Academy — are ex
pected to need the most waivers. Jones
said the district projects 1S per campus
By Cassie Burton at 301 N. Colorado St., is next on the with the remaining 23 spread among the
churton @ mrt.com demolition schedule, followed by the district’s other elementary schools
County Courthouse along Wall Street. Transfer requests and waiing on prool

"R Drivers on 310 W. lllinois Avenue City spokeswoman Sara Bustilloz . of residences are also playing a factor
might have noticed unconventional said all three buildings will be taken | in determining the ﬂlULkth~[t‘[-lde'hfI
emo on new windows on the My in the Ipll'l mngal_ with the Mid- Amenca rl;lo. The number could fall or nse and
form of large chunks of exterior wall  building demolition expected to last | will likely not be known until the start of
missing. until Thursday. Residents can expectto | school, according to Jones

is bei “soft” ' . - | “You never know until you see the
BURRDES o it ot sy il T MR | it of i e cn e e day b
' According to the Environmental many kids we're going to have.” Jones

Protaction A y. 2 “soft” demolition said. “Of course., we want t0 have as few

it ' 1 waivers as possible.”
road closures s ome e 2 o
Please see DEMOLITION/MAA | Please see WAIVERS/MAA
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Lowoilpmesposethreatto’lbxas

of borrow
to the glut, as well. _:u?y wb as they

By Clifford Krauss
N.Y. Times News Service «

KARNES CITY — No place in Texas
more 0il than Kames County,
suddenly the roaring economy here is
cumf-l.chﬂbdbydnphmgmgprm
d .

Workers who from far and
wide to find work bere, ing newfound
oil riches, are being laid off, deserting
their recreational vehicle parks and going
home. Hay farmers who became instant
millionaires on royalty checks for their
land have suddenly fallen behind on pay-
ments for new tractors they bought when
cash was flowine. >cores of mobile steel
tanks and portal @ .ets used at the ubig-
uitous wells are stacked, unused, along
county roads.

“Everybody is waiting for doomsday,
said Vi Malone, the Karnes County
treasurer. “Everything was good, and
everybody was getting these big checks,
and everybody waited for their land to be
leased, and then 1t all came to a screeching
halt around the beginning of the year.”

That screeching was the price of oil
cracking — to under $45 a barrel from
more than $100 a barrel last summer. Af-
ter a brief revivalin the spring, the bench-
mark American price has swooned again
by more than 25 percent, plunging this
week o a new low since the recession.

Record production in the United States,
along with a dnlling frenzy in Iraq and
Saudi Arabia, as well as the prospect thal
[ranian oil will again flood world markets.
have spooked traders into abandoning
their positions. What's more, the ver)
productivity here in the heart of the Eagle
Ford shale fields, and the efforts by the o1l
companies to make them increasingly eth-

Tb;inph- hhytdh
markets, sending the
across the entire oil patch bunmil No-
wlnehlln mtm-m
lllod-
pcudMNuthDh.
Colorado, Arkansas and Ohio

that had little oil or natural gas production
until drillers figured out how to tap into hard
lhnle rocks deep underground.

le didn’t have to work an 3

Skloss, a sign maker for the
county road and bnd'e department. “Now
they'll have to work or if the
oil price doesn’t go back up.” His fam-
ily farms had five oil and gas wells that
earned monthly checks worth $50,000 just
a year ago, but they now eam one-tenth as
much because of the decline in prices and
well production.

Mineral rights that once sold for
$40,000 an acre for the field's sweet
spot here in Karmmes County now go
for $15,000. The total county tax base
dropped this year for the first time since
2010, by more than 20 percent.

Many oil companies, including Royal
Dutch Shell and Chevron, have had to slash
their payrolls this summer. Chesapeake
Energy, which has prized assets here in the
Eagle Ford, recently scrapped its dividend
to save cash. Another Eagle Ford pro-
ducer, Linn Energy, an energy producing
partnership structured as a limited liability
company, stunned Wall Street recently by
announcing its intention to suspend pdy-
ments Lo investors to conserve cash.

Producers that have been shielded by
contracts that allowed them to sell o1l at
higher than benchmark prices are gradu-
ally being exposed as those agreements
expire. The depreucd oil price 1s limiting

industry recruiter based in Huuston esti-
mates that worldwide oilfield layoffs have
reached more than 176,000.

Just five years ago, Kamnes County was

a speck in the oil patch, its production a
rounding error in a state historically tied
to oil.

Then came hydraulic fracturing and the
surge in oil production it unleashed.

Crumbling towns here reinvented them-
selves with new restaurants, markets and
hotels as money and jobs poured in. Con-
struction began on several new schools
and a major hospital to accommodate the
new residents.

Today, even with the price of oil plum-
meting, no county in Texas comes close
to producing as much crude as Kames
County — 6.8 million barrels in June
alone. Twenty rigs operated by giants like

ConocoPhillips, EOG Resources and Mur-

phy Oil continue to churn through hard
rock thousands of feet below ground.
Most local officials say the county is
still far better off today than before the
shale boom; when it was one of the poor-

whhm%&&
employer was the

ranches were forced to sell off their live-
stock after

a of 206 only nine months ago,
wrh.;'oductwn ﬁ)'fom a shale well declin-
ing as much as 60 percent the year after it
is completed, output is bound to begin a
steep decline in the coming months unless
prices rebound.

“With the amount of oil we’re sitting on
top of, it's devastating that we can't go get
it,” said Matt Kibodeaux, the local project
manager for Energy Maintenance Ser-
vices, a Houston company. The company,
which lays pipes to connect well pads
to larger pipelines here, employed 186
people here a year ago but is now down
to 18.

In a shed behind Mr. Kibodeaux's of-
fice, a group of workmen hung out on;the
back of a pickup truck the other day trying
to stay in the shade to endure the 100-de-
gree heat.

“When you come to work, you don'’t
know if they'll tell you to go home,”
said Omar Marquez, 69, a project safety
coordinator who had just returned from
|n5ch[1ng workers who spray-paint pipes.

“I'm working to pay off my debts, but
now that looks slim the way the oil

Please see THREAT/3A

IMF: China is

managing transition

to more stable growth

By Paul Wiseman
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
International Monetan
Fund delivered a reassur-
INg eCOoNOMmMIC assessment
of China on Fnday. at the
end of a week that saw the
Chinese currency plummet
and global stock markets
buc¥le at the prospect of
more bad news from the
world’s second-biggest
economy

In its annual checkup
of the Chinese economy.
the IMF predicted China’s
economy would grow
6.8 percent this year
and 6.3 percent 1n 2016,
unchanged from previ-
ous forecasts. China last
year registered /.4 percent
growth, already the slowest
since 1990

On Tuesday. China
rattled global hinancial
markets by devaluing 1ts
currency. the yuan, by 1.9
percent, biggest one-day
drop in a decade. Beijing
said the yuan was overval-
ued and the devaluation
was meant to catch up to
market forces, not counter-
act them. The IMF praised
China for giving investors
more say In its foreign-
exchange rate

But financial markets
tumbled along with the
yuan. Investors feared the
devaluation meant that
China's economy was
weaker than expected and

Now

at this

Family Practice & Internal Medicine
High Blood Pressure, Diabetes, Asthma, Well Woman Visits and Infections

Dr. Vandans Nalthani. MD  Andes 1 Hall, PA

Andra L. Hall, PA has moved to
1816 N. Midland Dr. Midiand, TX 79707.

Please call 4&-609-5111 to
set up an appointment.

2ASIN

that Chinese authorities
were desperately trying
10 jump-start growth. A
lower yuan helps China s
exporters by making their
products cheaper around
the world

In its report, though.
the IMF sounded rela-
tively upbeat about China s
CCONOMIC Prospects It sees
the country’'s economic de-
celeration as part of a de-
liberate plan to wean China
from overdependence on
exports and often-wasteful
investment 1n real estate
and factones, and toward
slower but steadier grﬂwlh
built on consumer
spending

['he fund expects invest-
ment growth to slow to 5.8
percent this year from 7.6
percent in 2014 and for
consumer-spe ﬂdlnb growth
to clock 1n at /.1 percent
this year, up Irum 6.9 per-
centin 2014

Steve Barnett, the IMF s
division chief tor China,
Asift and the Pacific, told
reporters that China's
‘labor market is hold-
ing up well” despite the
slowdown. That's partly
because the economy
1s shifting away from
manufacturing and toward
services, which employ
more people.

The IMF also predicted
that a recent sell-off in
Chinese stocks won’t dam-
age China’s economy

FURNITURELAND

Ouality Furniture

Shen Mayo. PA

appointments
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Beat the heat with AC repair company you trust
BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

ummer 1s nearly over,
but the temperatures

are just warming up.

This month, Texas resi-
dents have seen tempera-
tures reach 100 degrees
and higher. It comes as no
surprise that consumers
have their air conditioners
on full blast.

Unfortunately, your
electricity bill is proof
that it costs to stay cool
through the summer. Also,
constantly runniag the air
can result in a broken or
damaged air conditioner
unit

According to Energy
gov, air conditioners use
about 5 percent of all
electricity produced in the
U.S.. which costs home-
owners more than $1 |

' billion per year.

If your air conditioner
needs a bit of work or 1s
not cooling properly, an-
nual maintenance can help
improve efficiency and
prolong the life of your

Cunit. Common air condi-

tioner problems include
low or leaking refrigerant,
issues with the thermostat,

 a clogged drain or a dirty
-~ filter. Better Business Bu-
' reau (BBB) serving Cen-
. tral, Coastal, Southwest

Hlllcrost School...

Serving the needs of students who leam differently

SPECIALISTS

DOﬂO'd W. FbYd, MD

Board Certified Oﬂhopodic Surgeon

Texas and the Permian Ba-
sin advises businesses and
homeowners get their air
conditioning units checked
or repaired by a trustwor-
thy professional.

Nationally, BBB
received more than 700
complaints against com-
mercial and residential
air conditioning contrac-
tors and repair companies
between May and Sept.
2014. Most complaints
against air conditioning
contractors and businesses
report issues with customer
service, services performed
and repair.

To avoid getting burned
by an air conditioning
business, BBB advises that
you: -

B Consult your owner'’s
manual. Before doing any-
thing, check the warranty
on your current air condi-
tioning unit to determine
whether any tune-ups.
repairs or replacements
may be covered. Know
the model of your system
and the problem — this
will make it easier for

the contractor to find the

source of the problem and
fix it faster.

B Hire a professional to
maintain your heating and
cooling system. Arrange
for annual maintenance
with a qualified technician.
This includes checking the
airflow through the evapo-
rator coil, testing for leaks
and for the correct amount
of refngerant, checking the
accuracy of the thermo-
stat and ensurning proper
airflow to each room.

B Research the com-
pany. Visit bbb.org for the
BBB Business Review of
any air conditioning ser-
vice or energy auditor you
plan to hire to learn details
about the company, like
its history of complaints.
Also, ask around for
references. To find a BBB
Accredited air conditioning
contractor you can trust, go
to checkbbb.org.

B Check Licensing.

The Texas Department

of Licensing and Regula-
tion requires a license for
heating, ventilation and air
conditioning technicians
and electricians. Ask to see
a copy of the license before

work starts.

B Compare prices. Get
at least three estimates in
writing. All bids should
provide a full description
of the services provided
and the maternials used.
When you have chosen
a contractor, be sure the
contract 1s in writing

Tips for maintaining
your air conditioner:

@ Replace air filters
Routinely replace or clean
your air filters — it can
lower your air condition-
er's energy consumption
by 5-15 percent.

B Inspect window seals
For window air condition-
ers, check the seals to
make sure cool air is not
escaping.

B Check the air con-
ditioner’s evaporator coil
every year. Also, clean 1t as
necessary. If your coil fins
are bent, use a “fin comb”
to straighten them.

For more consumer
information, BBB Busi-
ness Reviews, 1o schedule
a guest speaker or to file
a complaint, visit Better
Business Bureau online at
bbb.org/central-texas.
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ADLAND REFURIER- 1 ELEUGERAM, S\

uITicane season is once
upon us, and as

noted so

e (love the spelling)
in Lear (“... hurricanoes,
spout till you have drenched our

"), 80 is the poten-

tial for the e floods and |
other aftereffects. 2004

to 2013, 77 hurricanes hit the -
United States causing $3 10 bil-
lion in damages — according

to researchers at the University
of North Carolina — with 35

of them classified as “major.”
Of the 30 costliest hurricanes

in U.S. hi , 15 occurred
between and 2013, includ-
ing Katrina (August 2005), Rita
(September 2005), and lke (Sep-
tember 2008).

Ten years ago, Hurricane
Katrina made lardfall on the
Gulf Coast, predominantly
striking the city of New Orleans
with wind speeds exceeding 100
miles per hour. Overflow from
Lake Pontchartrain breached the
levees, flooding approximately
80 percent of the city and creat-
ing the most devastating natural
disaster in our nation’s history.
The storm killed more than 1,800
people and demolished more
than 200,000 homes. New Or-
leans alone accounted for nearly
1,000 of the deaths and 134,000
of the homes destroyed. Immedi-
ately after, the city's population
was less than half of what it had
been in 2000. The most recent
data indicate that the population

.

I'.L F— Y -l--ln‘-l

Tue EcoNoMIST

By M. Ray Perryman

has recovered only to 79 percent
of its pre-Katrina levels.
Although estimates vary,
the storm is believed to have
caused more than $100 billion in
property damage, far higher than
any other natural disaster the
United States has experienced.
The full economic costs were
even hi (possibly as high as
$250 billion) when other effects
such as disrupted oil production
and stunted economic are
considered. About 100,000 jobs
were lost in New Orleans a year
after the storm, but remarkably,
the city appears to have made a
full recovery. Federal spending
after the disaster (totaling $ 120 5
billion) for emergency relief and
rebuilding efforts clearly played
a vital role in the economic re-
covery. While intangibles such as
the emotional trauma and mental
distress were not taken into con-
sideration, it 1s encouraging and
little short of amazing that the
city has not suffered substantial
long-term economic harm.
About 1.5 million people from
Louisiana, Mississippi and Ala-
bama were displaced by Katrina.
resulting in a large influx of

¥

among the anolntm areas (o
receive the most evumes (an es-
timated 250,000), and it has been
e}hmned that nearly 40 t

Louisiana evacuees wm
not return to their pre-Katrina
parishes migrated to Texas, along
with nearly 10 percent of Mis-
sissippi evacuees who did not
return to their previous counties.
This migration significantly af-
fected the labor force and social
services of the state of Texas.

Only three weeks after Hur-
ricane Katrina, Hurmcane Rita
made landfall along the Texas-
Louisiana border. As the storm
traveled across the Gulf of
Mexico, it upgraded to a category
5 hurricane with winds in excess
of 150 miles per hour. For a time,
98 percent of oil and natural gas
production in the Gulf was shut
down as ngs were evacuated. In
the end. Hurricane Rita caused
significant damage to o1l ngs and
platforms in the Gulf, destroying
a total of 66 platforms and exten-
sively damaging 37, significantly
worse than Katrina's destruction
of 47 platforms and extensive

Cash is best option for buying new car

== e Pe————

damage to 20. Rita destroyed
approximately 23,000 homes in
Louisiana and Texas, and 120
people lost their lives duning the
disaster. estimates ex-
ceed $10 pillion, placing Rita as
the thisd most expensive natural
disaster inU.S. history.

Texas was particularly affected
by hurricanes Rita and lke. Rita
resulted in more than $2 billion in
insured property losses in Texas,
while lke caused insured property
damage of about $10 billion. The
energy sector was particularly
hard hit, as Katrina, Rita and ke
all led 10 temporary shutdowns in
crude oil and natural gas pro-
duction in the Gulf of Mexico.
Katrina and Rita destroyed nearly
115 offshore oil and gas plat-
forms, damaged almost 460 o1l
and gas pipelines and caused
nearly |14 million barrels of oil
production capacity to go unused
between August 2005 and Janu-
ary 2006 (roughly 20 percent of
the annual output of the Gulf
of Mexico). Hurricane lke also
damaged oil pipelines and ngs
throughout the Gulf of Mexico,
causing a shutdown in 22 Texas
land-based oil refinenes.

Economists have debated for
years about the long-term effects
of hurricanes and other natural
disasters, and have come up with
four basic hypotheses. One camp
believes that there 1s a short-
term decline 1n output per capita
followed by growth, but there is
no recovery over the long-run to

EAR DAVE: I'm 61 and on
Ddisahilily_ but I'm completely

debt-free and | have more than $1
million in assets. | even try to spend no
more than 4 percent of the principal each
year so that | don’t dip into 1t. | need to
buy a better car, and | realize that | have
three options — pay cash, do a lease or
finance the vehicle. What do you suggest’
— Linda

DEAR LINDA: There's no way I'll
ever tell you to lease or inance a car. You
have a nice, peaceful financial life, and
you don t want to mess that up.

New car leases are one of the biggest
np-offs on the planet. Consumer Reports
and my calculator, both say leasing 1s the
most expensive way (o operate a vehicle
And why would you want the hassle of car
payments when you're in such good shape
with your money”’

|'m alnght with you buying a new car.
because, for someone like you, 1t's such
a small portion of your overall financial
picture. | advise people 1o always buy good.
used cars unless they have a net worth or $1
million or more, and you definitely fall into
that category. Stll, my advice is to pay cash
or don't do the deal. You're moré than able
10 do this every few years and not move the
needle where your finances are concerned.

Go get that new, better car, Linda. Just
don’t go into debt to make i1t happen'

DEAR DAVE: My wife and | are recent
graduates with advanced degrees. We also
have about $300,000 in student loan debt.
We're thinking about buying a rental prop-
erty, and the plan is to get a mortgage with
monthly payments of $400 and charge
$800 in rent. We could use the extra to
help pay off our debt. Do you think this 1s

THREAT

From 2A

five New Yark Times best-selling books. The

siderably, it has reduced

303 W. Wall St

ASK
DAVE

Dave Ramsey. financial expert

Grover Parkway ..

925 W.Wadley Ave

a good 1dea’ — Jeremy

DEAR JEREMY: Are you senous’
You're in a inancial cnisis, and you ask if
it's OK to buy a rental property”? No. no. no'

Right now. you guys are acting like Con-
gress. You have a huge mess on your hands,
and you re both going to have to work like
crazy to clean it up. That means living on
nce and beans for the foreseeable future.

It means no vacations, and you should not
see the side of a restaurant unless you're
working there to make extra money.

Again, no' You should not buy a rental
property. Even if you did, this plan assumes
that 1t’s constantly occupied and the renter
actually pays. Those are two pretty big as-
sumptions. Use whatever money you have
to get out of debt, and live simple, inexpen-
sive lives until you get this behind you.

Stop trying to borrow your way through
all of your dreams. Jeremy. Doing that will
only tum those dreams into nghtmares'

1002 Deimar St

1506 Cerrillos Ave

5600 Baca St
5606 Magelian St

4600 Isiand Drive.

Dave Ramsey i1s Amenca s trusted voice
oni money and business. He has authored

Dave Ramsey Show is heard by more than

R.S million listeners each week on more than
550 radie stations. Dave's latest project, Ev-
ervDollar, provides a free online budget 100l
Follow Dave on Twinter at @ DaveRamse
and on the web at daveramsev.com

sacrifice safety and quality,

the hours of its drivers, and | am not going to do
business is going.” released the least efficient that.”

The local service compa-  drivers and installed new For all the grief, local of-
nies are suffering because software in the office to ficials here say their county
the major operators are replace secretanal help. 1s still destined to have a
cutting costs by forcing From an average payroll of great future once the oil
them to slice their prices 92 last year, it 1s down to price recovers, as they say
and fees. 75, according to the local it surely will.

Supreme Vacuum Ser- management. “We will probably be
vices, which hauls frac- “There is a point where  the last field to decline, or
turing fluids and oil well | can’t reduce my prices bust, if you will,” said Don
waste water, is being paid  anymore,” said Brooks Tymrak, the city manager
20 percent less this year for Holzhausen, the company's of Kamnes City. “But we
its services. With revenue  chief operating officer will also be thc first to feel

and profits down con-

here. “Any more cuts, you

me sick.”

400 Rosalind Redfern

4410 N. Migkiff Road
4324 Andrews Highway Commercial Alteration

4511 N. Midkiff Road
2703 W. Cuthbert Ave
4401 Andrews Highway
2212 Homestead Court
3003 Teakwood Place
2406 Brandy Hill Road
3217 Fairfield Lane
4008 E. County Road 81 Residence-Detached

. 4525 Fairbanks Drive
5307 Half Moon Circle
1001 S. Jefferson St
3504 W. Michigan Ave

1622 San Francisco Ave

5720 San Miguel Ave

“Is it my fault? | should have raised hum
different. | can’t tell my friends or other
family members. Doesn’t she know she’ll
lose her kids? He'll get arrested 1f he keeps
hanging out with his using fnends No
matter what | do it's getting worse. I | say
“n0” I'll lose her forever Why can't he
stop? Doesn’t she know what this i1s doing
to us? Whatever | say he tums it around
and I'm the problem. This 15 making

Do any of these statements or questions
ring true? Guilt, shame, embarrassment,
emotions family members expenence
when a loved one is battling addiction.
Where do you go for answers”’

The Springboard Center Famiiy Program
is designed to promote the healing and
well-being of family members who live
with or care sbout an adult struggling
ﬂmmwuum

in their treatment expenence have higher
ﬂdwhhmbn and clients may attend as long as they

The Family Program is designed to h
*h“

BUII.DINGPERMITS
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Hurricanes disrupt, disturb and damage but recovery does occur

the onginal trend. Others agree
that there is a short-term decline
in output, but argue long-term
recovery 1o the trend line.

An argument that persists says
that disaster causes a short-term
decline in the economy, but
actually stimulates growth over
the long-run to above the trend
line as the increased investment
to replace the destroyed assets
leads to greater growth than
would otherwise be achieved.
Some even espouse the idea that
disasters imprave the economy
by eliminating outdated infra-
structure. The evidence does not
back these “disaster is good™
theonies, and some researchers
speculate that major storms can
suppress growth for decades. (]
agree.) Of course, the human toll
defies calculation.

The next few months will
doubtless see the formation of
hurricanes that will threaten the
United States and possibly the
Gulf Coast. From an economic
perspective, these storms disrupt.
disturdb and damage. Rebuilding
can take time, but it clearly does
happen. Here's hoping the 2015
season 1s a relatively quiet one

M. Ray Perryman is presi-
dent and chief executive officer
of The Perryman Group (www
perrvmangroup.com). He also
serves as Institute Distinguished
Professor of Economic Theon
and Method at the International
Institute for Advanced Studies

Commercial Alteration

Commercial Alteration
Commercial Aiteration

New Commercial
Commercial Alteration
Commercial Alteration

New Commercial

1310 N. Farrgrounds Road Reswgence-Detached
1203 Hickory Ave
1001 Carter Ave
1202 Castlie Rock Court Reswdence-Detached
423 Solomon Lane
4109 Edgebrook Drive
805 Trinidad Place
4905 Oakwood Court
6213 Praine Ridge Drive  Residential Addition

New Residence
Hes«dence-Detached

Hesidential Addihon
Hesidential Addmon
Residential Addtion
Hesdenhal Addition

Swimming Pool 404 Spraberry Drive Residential Additior
gm::g m 5302 Quicksand Cove New Residence
Swimming Pool 2310 W Washington Residence-Detached

5301 Halt Moon Circle New Residence

Reswdence-Detached
Hesidence-Detached
Residential Addition
Residential Addition
Residence-Detached

6907 Cowboy Drive
1204 Randoiph Lane

6718 Cattleman Drive
1303 Moran St
4724 W Ihnos Ave

New Residence
New Resigence
New Residence
New Hesidence
Resigental Addition

New Residence 5422 Patriot Parkway Residential Additonr
New Residence 1506 W. Front St Sigr
New Residence 1109 Andrews Highway Sigr
New Residence 54090 W Wadley Ave Sign

New Residence
Hesidental Addhon
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Families & Addiction: Cause or Solution

The Springboard Center's Famuly Program
is a on¢ and a half day intensive program
held bi-monthly and made available for
family members who have a loved one
n treatment. Recognmizing the difficuln
of adjusting busy schedules of work and
other commitments, we have redesigned
the Family Program to include Saturda)
9:00-5:00 and Sunday |00-5:00. If you

have a family member in treatment your

attendance is vital to addressing the
family disease of addiction, everyone
deserves healing

In addition to the mtensive Famuly
Program, the Springboard Center has

initiated a weekly aftercare group for

family members. This support group
lead by a
Wednesdays 6:30-8:00pm. Also meeting
ot the same time is the weekly aftercare
are open ended and family members

licensed counsclor meets on

ﬂ&e
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is limited. Hendnick and her hus-
band use it while traveling and look
forward to using it in Odessa.
Drivers can use their personal
vehicles to make extra money and
the company estimates Uber has
created over 20,000 jobs in Texas
in less than three years. It can
benefit anyone from stay-at-home
moms who can offer ndes while

THE PERMIAN
S 5A FOOTBALL 65 ™

out running errands or veterans
transitioning to civilian life after
leaving the military. It's estimated
the majority of drivers work less
than 10 hours a week.

When a nder requests a ride,
available cars are displayed on a
map giving their current location.
The nearest dnver is given the
rider’s pick-up location, and the
rider is given detailed information bac
about the dnver, from name to

photo to the vehicle’s make, model
and license plate number. To ensure
safety, riders are urged to match
the photo, vehicle and license plate
before getting in the vehicle. Rid-
ers can also “share my ETA™ with
friends or family members who can
track the trip while it’s in progress
and ensure the nder amves safely.
Drivers undergo comprehensive
kground checks. and Uber
provides a $1 million commercial

Odessan Roy Williams, who played for the University of Texas and in
the NFL. on Friday helped launch Uber Technologies in Midiand and
Odessa. Uber is offering free rides through Friday. Courtesy photo

liability policy.

Riders rate and provide com-
ments about their experience at the
end of every trip and drivers also
rate riders. A safety team monitors
the feedback constantly in order to
immediately address any issues.

New users can download the
smartphone app for free on Uber's
website at www.uber.com. It can
be used in more than 300 cities
and 60 countries.

High pressure system cranks up

Associated Press

PHOENIX — Much ot
the West was smothered 1n
a blanket of heat Saturday
with triple-digit tempera-
tures hitting Phoenix, Los
Angeles and other cities.

Above-normal tempera-

Phoenix broke a daily re-
cord Friday, reaching 117/
degrees, and the expected
Saturday high of 116
would top a 1992 record
by 4 degrees, National
Weather Service meteo-
rologist Dan Leins said.

“Stay inside if you can,”

the heat across the West

Shenff’s deputies rescued
three migrants who had
been out of water for at least
three days. Teams were
searching for about 17 oth-
ers who were heading from
the Mexican border north.
The National Weather
Service issued warnings of

tures were expected through  he said. “It’s dangerous, re-  excessive heat throughout
the weekend as a high-pres-  gardless of how acclimated  Southern Califorma into
sure system centered over you are to the climate, Saturday night, with some
New Mexico acted like alid  because it can be deadly.” expected to see highs
to block cooler air, leaving Mike Stephens took of 10 to 15 degrees above
valleys, deserts and moun- precautions for an early- normal, said Scott Sukup, a
tains high and very dry. moming run in Estrella weather service meteorolo-

Authorities warned
people not to leave small
children or pets in cars,
where temperatures can
quickly soar. Los Angeles
and other cities were keep-
ing libraries and other fa-

Regional Park, a desert and

mountain wilderness area

in Phoenix. He camied |

4 liters of water and was

careful not to overdo 1t.
“You have to know what

your body can do,” he said.

gist in Oxnard.

The mercury hit 96 de-
grees in downtown Los An-
geles, with the San Femando
Valley and other inland val-
leys ranging up to 108. Palm
Springs hit 116 and Death

cilities open late to serve as In the desert 50 miles Valley's high could reach
cooling shelters for those south of Phoenix Saturday 120 to 1285, according to the
without air conditioning. afternoon Maricopa County  weather service.

From 1A

The deadline for waiver requests 1s mid-
October.

The district based its projections off the
expected enroliment decline of 3 percent,
or 695 students, and how many teachers
the district’s budget can afford to pay.

At this past week's board of trustees
meeting, a budget was approved
that dedicated more than $2.15 million to
raises for all staff members in the distnct.
A district budget analysis also showed the
district saved $2.2 million in staff reduc-
tions, including those reductions that will
create the need for waivers. Midland ISD
Superintendent Ryder Warren said a raise
was needed to make MISD more com-

petitive compared to comparable school

problem?
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having to give back to the state via the
Robin Hood law, and you compound that
with a year where you are having an en-
rollment decline ... so of course you want
to project conservatively,” Jones said

Jones said the district cabinet will meet
at the end of each day during the first two
weeks of school to look at the numbers
and determine which teachers or students
can be switched.

The district is currently trying to hire
more teachers. Executive Director of Hu-
man Resources Ed Zachary reported at
last Monday s board of trustees meeting
that more than 80 teaching positions still
need to be filled before the first day of
school on Aug. 26

Follow Cassie on

Sunday ondy inc slldillon B4 50 per week

districts when it came to teacher pay. Iwitter at @ Cassie_BurtonS | or on other than a business district
“We have budget concerns where we're Facebook at /CassieBurtonl5 like it historically has been.”
|
Things to do a paper copy, avallable at campus
M:ihu':?u.m S
| Sunday Moran St., Building
| B Oid Miners Maze family amuse- Wright Office Complex. Sute | Lunch prices will increase by
ment park, 11 a.m.4 p.m.and 5 9601 Wright Drive - 15 cents compared 10 last year
900 N. Drive, 1-7 pm. school lunches will be
B Washington Aquatic Center. $2.75, and secondary schoo! lunches
1601 E. indiana Ave., 1-7 p.m. will be $3. Reduced-price lunches for
Note' Today is the final day city slementary and secondary schools
of Miciand pooks will be open for the will e 40 conts Adult lunches wil
~A3S0N be §3.65.

Start of school
B Midiand Chvistian School, St

'DemoLmon

' From 1A

technique — which in-
volves workers dismantling

'~ a significant portion of a

e

e — e mm— oy = e
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- County

building — allows for the
recovery of materials for

reuse and recycling.
Once demolition on the

. Midland Executive Center

begins, Bustilloz said mult-
ple lanes on lllinois Avenue
and northbound Big Spring
Street are expected to close
starting 9 p.m. Friday. The

. roads should reopen by 5

a.m. Aug. 24.
“We are not quite starting

' the next building until we've

completed the building be-
fore,” Bustilloz said. “Those

'~ (road closures) are expected

to happen over the weekend,
just so it doesn’t affect the
weekday commuters.”
Bustilloz said that the
courthouse should be fully
demolished in Septemgber.
Before demolition,
residents might have seen
activity at these buildings
because the city has been
salvaging, mainly at the
ourthouse. The
city auctioned off items
found in the courthouse
that neither the city of

" Midlaad nor Midlasd
' County needed to offset
' the costs of demolition.

The courthouse could be

the Santa Rita and the city
of Midland, an estimated
$9.6 million will be invested
in improvements to Centen-
nial Plaza, landscaping and
infrastructure downtown,
according to numbers pro-
vided by Bustilloz.

Mayor Jerry Morales said
it is part of City Council’s
effort to turn downtown
into the “15-hour day.”

“The whole block would
be renovated,” Morales
said. ““This really creates a
place where people can go
to work, get off work, shop
and dine downtown and
then go home.”

The public funding for
the Centennial Plaza in-
cludes the Midland Devel-
opment Corp.'s $3.5 million
in infrastructure improve-
ments. The city will sell
the County Courthouse to
the Midland Development
Corp. for an estimated $2.2
million and combine that
money with an estimated
$1.8 million in city funding.

The Tax Increment Rein-
vestment Zone No. | will
fund the demolition of the
courthouse, an anticipated
$1.4 million, according to
city numbers.

Some ideas for Centen-
nial Plaza include putting
in a splash pad, a better
amphitheater and a stage
for outdoor events.

The City Council is also
debating the direction of a
new Midland Center.

“] think the council is
just trying to focus on

italizing the downtown,”
Bustilloz said. “We've been
slowly moving in that direc-
tion but that’s ultimately
what all of this is about, is
trying to change the face of
the downtown so that it has
something to offer people
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Associated Press

Winds in the West are
helping stoke wildfires
: ing across the
Northern Rocky Mountains,
Pacific Northwest and else-
where, posing problems for

from fast-moving wildfires
that destroyed maultiple
homes in eastern Oregon,
cut off power in Washing-
ton and forced thousands
of evacuations throughout
the region.

Drought conditions,
winds and dry brush are
combining to fuel wildfires
throughout the West.

A look at conditions:

Oregon

Two large fires in Or-
egon have burned through
buildings and forced evac-
uations as strong winds
pick up, sending guests of
a resort fleeing.

A fire on the Warm
Springs Indian Reserva-
tion in rural central Oregon
exploded to more than 50
square miles Friday, forc-
ing evacuations of a rural
subdivision and a resort
that had 400 guests booked
Thursday night.

The fire was expected
to keep growing as strong
winds push it through dry
grassland. Sparks from a
passing vehicle started the
flames earlier this week that
destroyed three structures,
including a mobile home.

In eastern Oregon, a
34-square-mile, lightning-
sparked fire Fnday burnmed
20 to 25 structures south
of Canyon City and forced
evacuations of residents
in the area, while others
were warned to be ready to
leave quickly, KTVZ-TV
in Bend reported.

Northern Rochy
Mountains

Smoke from wildfires
has prompted the Montana
Department of Environ-
mental Quality to 1ssue an
air quality alert for counties
in the southwest part of the
state, including Missoula.

The alert was 1n effect
until 4 p.m. Saturday.

Large fires are buming
in western Montana forests
and grasslands, sending
up heavy smoke. Fires are
burning in several national
forests, including Glacier
National Park, the state's
biggest.

Some rain on Friday fell
around the wildfire, which
has burned nearly 21
square miles in Glacier.

Meantime, red flag
wamnings have been posted
for much of northern Mon-
tana, including Great Falls
and Helena.

Cooler weather 1s mov-
ing into the state, which
should help case the fire
threat.

Crews contained a blaze
that threatened Southern
California homes but a
second blaze remained oul
of control after destroying
several cabins and nearly
four square miles of forest
near Los Angeles.

A half-dozen camp-
grounds remained
evacuated in the Angeles
National Forest above
the Los Angeles suburbs
of Glendora and Azusa,
where a 2,500-acre blaze
burned three cabins and an
outbuilding on Friday.

Fire crews were clam-
bering along rocky ridges
in 95-degreetures. Six were

ping up a 189-acre fire
erupted Friday in Sim
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Western wildfires: Wind', heat, dry land fueling large blazes

Associasted Press photos

CLOCKWISE: Garden Valley firefighter Chris Schwegler walks by flames along Morgan Valley Road near Lower Lake, Calif., on Thursday Crews batting the wind-stokec
blaze took advantage of cooler temperatures Thursday to clear brush and expand containment lines with bulidozers and hand tools. Fire consumes trees along the
Clearwater River in north central idaho on Saturday. The fire is part of the Lawyer complex of wildfires caused by lightning earlier in the week. The steep siope above U S
Highway 12 and right up to the Clearwater River west of Kamiah, idaho, smoiders Thursday while firefighters battle a fire complex Wiidfire season accelerated in idahc

on Thursday as evacuations were ordered in the northern part of the state.
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Shopping for back-to-school deals? It’s all in the timing

thresholds for free shipping, just go to the
store, said Benjamin K. Glaser, features
editor at DealNews, because you’ll just
spend more trying to meet that $50

By Anne D’Innocenzio
Associated Press

NEW YORK
haven't shopped yet?

Don't fret. To get the best deals, it's all

in the timing.

Need sweater? Wait until later in the
fall. Backpacks? Hold off until late Sep-

tember, if you can.

“I think it is knowing and planning
ahead of time. What am [ going to need In
the next six months?” said Knistin Cook,
managing editor of Ben's Bargains, an
online deal site that put together a list of
the worst things to buy right now for the

back-to-school season.

Of course, some discounters have
consistently low prices. Wal-Mart Stores
Inc., which pushes everyday low prices,
has launched extra discounts for the back-
to-school shopping period. Earlier this
month, it launched thousands of new price
cuts, including on the 10 most-searched
items online so an assortment of $12.88

backpacks are now $7.

And you should take advantage of
limited free shipping offers. Target Corp. 1s
temporarily waiving the minimum pur-
chase order of $25 for free shipping on all
items until Saturday. However, oversized
handling fees may still apply.

There are also other gimmicks. J.C
operates 800 stores nation-
wide, is offering $10 haircuts for kids for
grades kindergarten through sixth until

Penney, which

Aug. 31.

You can also take advantage of tax-free

— The start of the school
year is just around the comer, and you

back-to-school shopping. Seventeen states

have such sales tax “holidays.”
Here are the best times to buy the fol

lowing types of items:

School supplies

Start shopping now for pens. o 2books

and other supplies

Staples brought back its “Less List.’
which offers basics like one-subject note-
books for 25 cents and two-pocket folders

for 15 cents, as well as a
crayons for 50 cents
Wal-Mart rolled back prices on all three
Texas Instrument calculators to $88. These
graphing calculators are
and above and are normally $96 to $125

NALION

24-pack Crayola

for high school

e IS

Tori Smith center. director of the Southwest Branch of the Boys and Girls Club in Wichita Falls and
employees of Academy Sports and Outdoors help several club members PiCk out new backpacks for
school on Aug. 5. To get the best back-to-school deals, experts say it's all in the timing.

Target 1s testing a new way to shop for
supplies online called School List Assist.
which is an online hub that offers a selec-
tion of the most common supplies for grades

kindergarten through eighth grade.
For those stores with high spending

e = =—*

‘At

and under.

years.

AP file photo
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Clothing and
accessories

Now is a good time to stock up on sum-
mer clothing, taking advantage of clear-
ance sales. Gap's Old Navy, for example,
is offering up to 60 percent off on summer

tops. Macy’s is highlighting light-weight
casual dresses for teens that are $29.99

But it’s best to wait to buy jeans, boots,
sweaters and until well after school starts.

Gregorksi monitored circulars at 13
stores including J.C. Penney, Macy's,
Sears, Target and Wal-Mart the past two

“The key takeaway here is that the best
chance to get a deal on these fall clothing
items is in October,” said Gregorski. “Not
only are thére more products on promo-
tion, but the deals are as good and often
better than the back-to-school months.”

If you can hold off on buying boots a
little longer than that, just take advantage
of the Black Friday sales, Cook said.

Computers and

Hold off on upgrading Apple iPhone
and Apple iPad because Apple typically
announces new launches later in the fall.

But Glaser notes late August is the best
time to buy a laptop before Black Fniday
sales hit. Right now, the average discounts
for laptops are 15 percent, but you can get

25 percent off by the end of the month, he

said.
especially

Cook says.

“Laptops are making a comeback,

the sub-$200 models, due to
the influence of Google’s Chromebook,”
“In fact, sub-$150 models are
popping up as of late and should continue
through the end of the year”

Are there signs of Kardashian Fatigue? Ask John Brown

By Leanne Italie

Associuted Press

NEW YORK — Blame
the bunny.

Kylie Jenner's new
bunny, to be exact. Kyhe
Jenner’s new bunny 1s
called Bruce, the same
name that used to belong to
her parent, Caitlyn Jenner.
who racked up massive
ratings for the premiere of
her new reality show as a
trans woman after rack-
ing up massive sales of
Vanity Fair with her recent
coming-out cover.

That’s the same Caitlyn
who is the stepparent of
Kim Kardashian, who —
also recently — took on
haters claiming she's faking
her latest pregnancy when
she M naked at six
months along for her zil-
honth social media selhe

That’s the same selfie
that has more than 1.7 mul-
lion likes on Instagram

You get the picture. But
back to the rabbit

John Brown. an anchor-
man in Flonda on Fox s
“Good Day Orlando.”
reached his limit of non-
story Kardashian stones
three days ago when he
walked off the set upon
news of the rabbit, and the
rabbit’s name.

“1 don’t care' I'm sick of

this family. | can’t take 1t
anymore.” he ranted
That’s the same rant
that scored John Brown
nearly 3 million views
on YouTube. a men-
tion on late-mght TV
and numerous follow-up
interviews. Those are the
same interviews that have
John Brown so busy doing
interviews that he now
has a Fox corporate public
relations person scheduling
all his interviews.
You get the picture.
Brown's mad-as-hell

moment, along with a
22-year-old entrepreneur s
new “KardBlock.” an Inter-
net browser extension that
filters out the Jenners and
the Kardashians, has some
peoplé wondering about
Kardashian Fatigue and
whether 1t's finally setting
in, both among fans and
those of us who don't stalk
said Klan on social media.
shop at their boutiques.
watch their TV shows or
worship at the celebnty
gossip altar.

“I'm not saymng any-
thing that a lot of other
people haven't said.”
Brown explained to his
big-league counterparts on
Fox's “Good Day LA™ in
his rant’s aftermath. “Why
it resonated with people
right now, | have no idea.

| have nothing against
the Kardashians. They re
doing what they should do.
right” They re a business.
My point i1s why do we feel
the need Jo cover every
s'ngle story, including the
naming of a rabbit”"

“fh}. indeed, John
Brown. But what 1s more
important, at least to some,
1s this question: Will the
Kardashians ever fade
away’ Like, for good

Tom Nunan, a lécturer
at the UCLA School of
Theater, Film and Televi-
sion with a long resume In
film and TV entertainment,
doesn’t think so. He has
a two-word explanation
for the world’s prolonged
Kardashian-Jenner moment
It's “sui genens, or Latin
for don’t hold your breath.

Not really. What it means
1s this moment 1S unique. In
a class of its own.

“It’s so vast,” he said
Wednesday by phone from
Los Angeles. “Because
there are so many members
of this clan, our attention

can bounce from one to the

next to the next to the next.”

What he means 1s: Kar-
dashian Fatigue may not
lead to a permanent exit
because 1t can be regularly
relieved by dropping one
Kardashian/Jenner for
another

“But | think there s
something else going on
here that makes this a
completely unusual and
one-of-a-kind supernova. 1
you will,” Nunan offered
“They have this uncanny
ability to mix celebrity
with taboo behavior in a
way that has the main-
stream completely embrac-
ing them.”

Not all, of course.
embrace the Js and the Ks.
but enough do to make
non-fans queasy.

“If they start to actu-
ally not pose naked when
they're pregnant, then we
might lose interest, but
the more they just keep
pushing the envelope.
we' |l continue to check 1t
out. because we re all too

afraid to do the things that
they do. And they re pretty
when they do it,” Nunan
said.

Not John Brown s rant,
not young James Shamsi s
KardBlock tool (two
months old with more than

2 400 downloads) and not
celebrity blogger Perez
Hilton's vow of a week-

long “Kardashian Kleanse

can convince Nunan that
recent evidence of K-fa-
tigue will lead to The End.
“I don’t think there is
sign enough.” he said.
“The temptation that 1s
the Kardashians is really
tough. They represent pure
temptation. whether you re
an alcoholic, a drug addict
or a Kardashian addict.
It's like eating 1ce cream
all day long, every day.
There’s nothing good 1n
that for you whatsoever.”
For his trouble 1n at-
tempting to help out on the
K-fatigue front, Shamsi
said he has received three
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deaths threats and one
phone call to “watch out”
after word of his Kard-
Block spread recently.

He came up with the
idea because “pretty much
every news site | visited
was the Kardashians,” he
said via email. "It frus-
trated me because there are
SO many more important
things happening in the
world.”

Mary Murphy 1s a senior
lecturer at the University
of Southern California
Annenberg School for
Communication and Jour-
nalism. She has also been
an entertainment reporter
for more than two decades
Millennials will decide
when K-mania 1s over

because they re among the
most passionate K-people,
she said.

“And they don't take a
break because of fatigue.
They just drop people oft
the face of the Earth. It's
like one minute you re 1n,
one minute you re out,
Murphy said.

Even in these wild viral
times, she added, there IS
such a thing as overexpo-
sure.

“The Kardashians are
going to make some mis
take that does not trans-
late with young people,”
Murphy said, “or maybe
the end will come when
they start suing each other.
But when it happens, the
descent will be rapid.”
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P> CRISIS INTERVENTION UNIT
400 S. Main

— Midiand, Texas 79701 G

C.LU. Training for new volunteers begins Tuesday, September 15, 2015

IVAIN | L.

"l
s
-

This is not your average volunteer work. This is the only civillan unit
called to the scene of a crime 0 support and help a victim. People of all

ages, races, and wailks of ife are weicome to apply. All we reguire of you
is a clear criminal history and a caring heart for your Midiand neighbors. *
C.LU. will provide the new wolunteers with the required 40 hours of

training needed to make a difference in people's iives. Classes are from
6:30 p.m. 10 9:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Call 6884835 tor information and application or emadl gabriela reyes@co mediand x us
| applications mus! be Rened in no later han noon an Fridey Septembe: 4 2015

‘Candidates must be able o B and/or move objects weighing up 1o 40 s and withstand

extreme wesiher oyt on call
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DR. LARRY FISH ANNOUNCE i S
THE CLOSING OF THEIR OFFICE iy~

Silpi Fish, MD and Larry Fish, MD announce the
closing of their medical practice and
Fish Ophthalmology Clinic on September 25, 2015
and that they will no longer see patients after that
date. Their office will begin immediately to transfer
patient medical records to other physicians upon

patient request.

Patients should call Dr. Fish's office as soon as
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DNA proves President Harding fathered child out of wedlock

By Brett Zongker

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — DNA
testing all but confirmed Thomas
Jefferson slept with his slave
Sally Hemings. Now it's rewrit-
ing another lurid ~hapter in presi-
dential history, this one from the
Roaring '20s.

that President Warren G. Harding
fathered a child with long-rumored
mistress Nan Britton, according

to DNA, a DNA-testing
division of Ancestry.com.

Britton set off a Jazz Age sex
scandal when she went public
with her;tale of forbidden love in
the White House, boldly publish-
ing her story in a 1927 best-
selling memoir, “The President s
Daughter.” But historians long
questioned her claims, and Hard-
ing defenders vilified her as a liar
for nearly 90 years.

Based on DNA:from Bnt-
ton’s grandson and descendants
of Harding, the results are 99.9
percent certain, Ancestry.com
said. The findings were first
reported Thursday by The New
York Times.

The child born of their union,
Elizabeth Ann Blaesing, was the
only known offspring of the 29th
president. She died in 2005. Bnt-
ton died in 1991.

James Blaesing, 65, who
grew up hearing the story of his
grandfather, the president, from
Britton, his grandmother, told
The Associated Press he long
wanted to prove she was telling
the truth. He was delighted by
the DNA results.

“You know what this 1s” It's
a love story,” he said of his
grandparents. “It was true love,
especially on her side, and |
know he felt the same way. And
he got trapped.

Harding was a heartthrob U S
senator from Ohio when the af-
fair began. The relationship con-
tinued when Harding was presi-
dent, with Britton later wriung of
how they made love in a White
House coat closet. It ended with
Harding's sudden death dunng
his presidency in 1923

Harding's family long maun-
tained that Britton’s book was a
lie or a childhood fantasy or was
perhaps dreamed up by Demo
cratic opponents of the Repub-
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N0 Britton and poses with her daughter, Elizabeth Ann Britton, 12 in Toledo, Ohioon Oct. 28, 1931. DNA testing is
rewriting a chapter in presidential history, this one from the Roaring ‘20s. AncestryDNA, a division of Ancestry.com,
says genetic analysis has confirmed President Warren G. Harding fathered a child out of wediock with his long-rumored
mistress Nan Britton. She set off a scandal when she went public nearly 90 years ago with her tale of forbidden love in
the White House

lican president. Some people
maintained that Harding was
stenile because he had mumps as
a chld

The Library of Congress
TL‘L‘L"HII} puhlnhcd love letiers
between Harding and another
woman, Came F Phillips. open
ing further doubts about the

family's demials

Peter Harding of Big Sur, Calh-
fornia, a grandnephew of the for-
mer president, wanted to kKnow
the truth, along with his cousin.
Abigail Harding of Worthington.
Ohio. who had already begun
studying her famly history on
Ancestry.com

But other parts of the famuly
didn’t want anyone digging into
the potentially salacious details
of the past

“People have a nght to know
who their parents and grandpar-
ents are,” said Peter Harding.

a retired psychiatnst. | think
that's just a human nght. There

Get breaking news and more at mrt*com

!

(10711~ electric

/

time around your home.

* Remote programmable touchpad

* Save up to 46%" on operating costs

* Automatically alerts when salt level is |
* Softer loundry

* Smoother skin and silkier hair

* Spot-free glasses

or appointment.

Now that’s efficient. Culligan HE.

was a whole family that didn't
know for sure who theur father
and grandfather was. They de-
served to know.”

Peter Harding and James
Blaesing connected and agrged 10
do a DNA test. When the results
came back, Blaesing called
Abigail Harding and greeted
her by saying, “Hi, cousin.” The
families plan to hold a reunion
and get better acquainted.

But it will take time for other
family members to feel comfort-
able with the discovery.

Historians rank Harding low
among the presidents, and he
is known mostly for the Teapot
Dome scandal that took place
during his administration. Family
members who researched his his-
tory said he was 1n a sexless mar-
riage and had several mistresses

Blaesing said that if his mother
and grandmother were alive
today, they would be pleased by
the DNA findings

“My grandmother — nght now
she has the biggest smile on her
face,” he said. “She 1s so happy
that this 1s out there.”

AncestryDNA spokesman Ste-
phen Baloglu said the Harding
story shows the power of DNA 1n
rewrting history

“The family connection 1s
definiive.” he said. “We were
happy to help the Harding famuly
members solve this longstanding
family mystery.”

In the Jefferson case. a DNA
analysis published in 1998 found
evidence that a member of the
Jefferson family fathered at least
one of Hemings' six children

‘ On the basis of that and docu-
AP file photo

mentary evidence — namely, the
whereabouts of Jefferson s male
relatives at the ume — histonans
have generally agreed that Jet-
ferson and Hemings had a sexual
relationship. as had long been
rumored.

Questions over Harding <
affairs and out-of-wedlock
daughter have circulated for
years. Visitors to the Harding
home 1n Manon. Ohio, often ask
whether he had a secret daughter
lour guides have answered with
d ‘\hl'Ug and said there s evidence
It's true
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Things to know about Social

By Stephen
Ohlemacher

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Social Security turned 80
on Friday, and the massive
retirement and disability
program is showing its age.

Social Security’s dis-
ability fund is projected
to run dry next year. The
retirement fund has enough
money to pay full ben-
efits until 2035. But once
the fund is depleted, the
shortfall’s projected to be
enormous.

The stakes are huge:
Nearly 60 million retirees,
disabled workers, spouses
and children get monthly
Social Secunty payments,
and that number that 1s
projected to grow to 90
million over the next two
decades.

And the timung 1s bad:
Social Secunty faces these
problems as fewer employ-
ers are offering tradi-
tional pensions, forcing
older workers to think hard
about how they will afford
retirement.

“This 1s a program that's
been immensely popu-
lar since it began.” said
Nancy LeaMond. executive
vice president of AARP
“Increasingly. people
recognize that saving for
retirement 1S becoming
harder and harder. and So
cial Secunty 1s becoming
even more important.

President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt signed
the Social Secunty Act
on Aug. 14. 1935. Here
are things to know about
the federal government s
largest program on 1ts 80th
birthday

WHY 1s SociaL
SECURITY AT RISK?

Social Secunty s long
term financial problems are
largely a result of demo-
graphic changes. Even
day. about 10.000 people
in the U.S. turn 65. These
are the baby boomers

l'ypical boomers, how-
ever, didn't have as many
children as their parents
did. As a result, relatively
fewer workers are left to
pay the payroll taxes that
support Social Security.

In 1960, there were more
than five workers for everny
person receiving Social
Secunty. Today there are
fewer than three. In 20
years, there will be about
two workers for cvery
person getting benefits

* Americans are also hv-
ing longer. In 1940, some-
one who was 65 could be
:.‘lpt‘L‘IL‘t.i to live about 14
more years. on average
[oday. they can expect to
live an additional 20 ycars.
On average

BENEFITS

L.ast vear. Social
Secunty paid benehis
of nearly $850 bilhon
about a quarter of all
federal spending. The
average monthly payment
s $1.221. That comes to
about $14.700 a year

For most retirees, Social
Secunty accounts for the
majority of their income,

v
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ecurity at 80: Overhaul time?
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AP file photo

President Franklin Roosevelt signs the Social Security Bill in Washington on Aug. 14, 1935. Social
Security turns 80 Friday, and the massive retirement and disability program is feeling its age. Social

Security's disability fund is projected to run dry next year. The retirement fund has enough money 10 |

pay full benefits until 2035. But once the fund is depleted, the shortfalls are enormous.

'Ted Cruz sees path to
White House running
through the South

By Bill Barrow

Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas — Ted Cruz sees his way to
the White House, and it runs between the hedges, through
waters patrolled by the “Volunteer Navy” and a spot on
the Mu.nutgpi River nicknamed Death Valley.

Confused? Not if you're one of the voters the Texas
| senator is counting on to carry him to the Republican
presidential nomination.

They’ll know that’s all part of college football lore in
the Southeastern Conference, whose make-up roughly
matches the states that will hold primaries next March
— right after the kickoff contests in the four early voting
stales.

“The role of Arkansas and the other states throughout
the SEC is to make sure the next Republican nominee for
president is a real and genuine conservative,” Cruz told
backers this week in Little Rock.

Cruz assures his su rs he is “all in”" on the early
states, which include South Carolina — an SEC state
that’s accustomed to its prominent role in picking the
president. But the “SEC primary” is a new phenomenon,
with Alabama, Tennessee, Arkansas and others moving
up their contests to join Georgia for a Southern-tinged
Super Tuesday on March 1.

The tight turnaround, Cruz said in an interview this
week, will make it impossible for second-tier candidates
to focus exclusively on lowa or New Hampshire with
' hopes that an “unexpected victory™” can translate into
national momentum.

The Southern stretch is unlikely to put any candidate
' over the top, since the Republican Party requires that del-
egates selected in contests held before March 15 be split

€C Tucreasingly, people recognize that saving for | proportionally among leading vote-getters. Only after
retirement is becoming harder and harder.
and Social Security is becoming even more

important.

Nancy LeaMond, executive vice president of AARP

according to the Social
Secunity Administration

WHAT HAPPENS
IN 20162

The trust fund that sup-
ports Social Secunty s
disability program 1s
projected to run dry 1n late
2016 — nght 1n the middle
of the presidential election
If Congress allows that to
happen. 1t will tngger an
automatic 1Y percent cut 1n
benefits to the |1 mithon
people who receive Social
Secunty disability

Lawmakers could
redirect tax revenue from
Social Secunity’s much
bigger retirement program,
as they have done in the
past.

If the tax revenue were
redirected, the retirement
fund would lose one year
of solvency, so both the
retirement program and the
disability program would
have enough money to pay
full benefits until 2034. At
that point, Social Secunty
would collect enough Iin
taxes 1o pay /9 percent of
bengfits

Republicans are balk-
ing at the fix. They see
the funding cnisis as an
opportunity to improve
a disability program that
they believe is plagued by
waste and abuse

“Social Secunty retire
ment funds have been
raided far too many times
for far too many years.
said Rep. Tom Reed.
R-NY

Reed sponsored a rule
adopted by House Republi-
cans that would prevent the
House from redirecting the
tax revenue without mak-

ing changes to improve the

overall financial health of
Social Secunty.

Democrats are much
more eager to defend the
disability program, noting
that 1ts modest benefits
keep millions of disabled
workers and their famihies
out of poverty

“The 1ssue 1s whether
you re going (o cut
services and benehts to
Americans who paid for
them by saying that the
Social Secunty program
doesn’'t have the money.
when in fact it has nearly
$3 tnlhion,” said Rep
Xavier Becerra, D-Calil
“It manufactures a cnisis.

Becerra has introduced a
bill that would merge So-
cial Secunty’s trust funds

How BIG IS THE
LONG-TERM PROBLEM?

The numbers are beyond
comprehension.

Social Secunty uses a
75-year window to forecast
its finances, so the projec-
ions cover the life ex-
pectancy of every worker
paying into the system
Over the next 75 years, So-
cial Securnity 1s projected to
pay out $159 inllion more
in benefits than 1t will col-
lect In taxes, according to
agency data

That’s not a typo

Adjusted for inflation.
the shortfall comes to
$35.3 tnllion 1n 2015 dol-
lars. That's nearly twice
the national debt, which
took the entire federal
government 239 years to
accumulate

Di1D CONGRESS ALREADY
SPEND THE TRUST FUND?

Yes. For much of the
past three decades, Social
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Secunty produced big
surpluses, collecting more
in taxes than i1t paid in
benefits. Social Secunty
invested those surpluses
in special U.S. Treasun
bonds, which are backed
by the full faith and credit
of the U.S. government.

They are now valued at
$2.8 tnllion

But as Social Secunty
was generating surpluses,
the rest of the federal
government was running
deficits, for all but a few
years around the turn of
the centuny

To finance dehcit spend-
ing, the Treasury borrowed
from the public and from
other federal programs,
including Social Securty.

DipN'T- CONGRESS
FIX SoCIAL SECuRrITY
UNDER REAGAN?

Yes. Social Secunty was

on the bnink of insolvency
in the early 1980s when
Congress and President
Ronald Reagan agreed to
gradually increase pay-
roll taxes and to reduce
benefits, in part by gradu-
ally raising the retirement
age. Those changes didn t
permanently fix Social
Security, but they provided
enough revenue to pay full
benefits for about 50 years.

In today’s political cli-
mate, another feat like that
would be historic.

ward can a state party opt to award all of its delegates to
the top vote-getter.

. Cruz certainly has competition. Mike Huckabee and
Rick Santorum won Southern primaries in their previous
White House bids, and retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson
and businessman Donald Trump boast notable follow-
ings. And Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal is from Baton
Rouge — the home of Louisiana State.

But Cruz and his aides argue the early March pnimanes
will cull the field ahead of the winner-take-all states, and
a strong performance there could pit Cruz as conservative
standard-bearer against one or two establishment favor-

" ites — defined by the Cruz camp as Jeb Bush, Marco
Rubio and Scott Walker

And so Cruz spent his week following the first GOP
debate making that pitch at more than a dozen stops on a
multi-state bus tour through the South.

Cruz started his tour in South Carolina and concluded
Thursday in Oklahoma, talking college football and
tailoring his rallies to local culture: “Sweet Tea with
Sen. Cruz” in Memphis and a “Boots and BBQ" lunch in
Oklahoma City.

The first-term senator, who built his national profile as
a lea party favorite in his 2012 election and subsequent
role in partially shuttering the federal government the fol-
lowing year, fills his rallies with humorous takedowns of
Obama and Clinton and even GOP leaders.

He takes aim at 2012 Republican nominee Mitt Rom-
ney. who publicly chided Cruz for hammering Obama as
a “state-sponsor of radical Islamic terrorism™ because of

" the administration’s nuclear deal with Iran.

“If we nominate Democrat-lite, we will lose again,

| Cruz said, a line that drew approval from voters af every
stop. |
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2 jumbo phones from Samsung ahead of expeeted new iPhone

By Anick Jesdanun
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Sam-

sung has unveiled two new
&ﬁdmtphmnwilh
jumbo screens as it seeks
to recapture some of the

smgpm' Aug. 21 in the
U.S. and Canada. Usually,
Note phones don’t come

out until well after Apple’s
new iPhone models in

September.
‘ﬁ; timing reflects a

shift in fortunes for a com-
pany that pioneered jumbo
phones with the original
Note in 201 1. Now, Sam-
sung needs to beat Apple
to the punch, or risk seeing
its products drowned out
by all the attention on

the iPhone, IDC analyst
Ramon Llamas said.

The new phones from
Samsung have screens
measuring 5.7 inches
diagonally, the same as
last year's Note 4, yet both
are lighter and thinner.
They are comparable to
Apple’s 5.5-inch 1Phone 6
Plus, the larger of the two
new iPhones. Samsung's
Galaxy S6 and S6 Edge
phones, which are closer in
size to the regular iPhone
6, came out in Apnl.

The Note 5 will cost
$696 to $740 without a
contract, depending on
the carmer. The Edge Plus
will cost about $75 more.
The iPhone 6 Plus sells
for about $750. T-Mobile
1s throwing in a year of
Netflix with both phones,
while Sprint is giving away
a low-end Samsung tablet
with a two-year contract.
Advance orders begin In
the U.S. on Thursday.

Samsung Electronics Co.
also said its Samsung Pay
mobile payment service
will debut in its home
country of South Korea
on Aug. 20. Testing in the
U.S. will begin Aug. 25,
with a formal launch on
Sept. 28.

Samsung also teased
an upcoming smartwatch,

USAF Thunderbirds,
| and

LUNLIA "~
‘-..iL . i i-.‘.‘.‘-l .L—...i il

the Gear S2. It will have
a round face, rather than
the rectangular design in
Apple Watch and previous
Samsung watches. A video
from Samsung suggests
snazzy graphics to nval
Apple Watch. More details
will come at the IFA tech
show in Berlin next month
As for the phones, Sam-
sung is looking to play to
its strengths.

Galaxy Note S

Though 1t appeals to a
niche audience, the Note
1s popular for includ-

Purchase Discounted
Advance Tickets Today!

".. !'\ &

UG

ing a stylus to take notes
and annotate images on
the screen. The update
provides quicker access
to apps and features that
use the stylus. A click-
ing mechanism makes the
stylus easier to pull out

One new feature ends
the need to print out and
rescan electronic forms to
sign or fill out. Just write
on the PDF document
directly before saving and
sending.

Screenshots can get
annoying when you re just
snapping what's visible on
the screen. An article or

"J'llill*

as it's a concept not famillar yet 10 most
consumers and merchants.

list of directions you're try-
ing to save might take four
or five shots. A new fea-
ture called scroll capture
combines all those shots
Into one image. though you
still need to snap them one
section at a ume

Galaxy $8 Edge Plus

The screens on Sam-
sung’'s Edge phones are
curved on both sides. The

Associated Press

feature proved popular

in this spring’s S6 Edge.
which used one of those
sides for quick access to
inends and other frequent
contacts. Now, you can
use 1t for quick access 1o
favorite apps. oo

Common to both
phones

The new phones 1n
corporate the improved

camera technology found
in this spring’s S6 phones.
Added is live streaming
of video you're capturing,
a practice made popular
by Meerkat and Twitter's
Periscope apps. Samsung 's
video will appear on You-
Tube. The front cameras
take sharper selfies. at 5
megapixels rather than 3.7

The new phones also
borrow design elements
from the 56. They spon
aluminum frames and glass
backs rather than plastic
The back of the Note S 1s
slightly curved for a better
gnp, while the Edge gets
its curve on the front. Ei-
ther way, it doesn’t feel as
boxy as the regular S6

Borrowing another page
from Apple’s playbook,
the phones are coming
OuUi just a week after they
are announced. It used to
take Samsung a month or
longer

The landscape

After the larger 1Phones
came out, Samsung could
no longer proclaim to have
“The Next Big Thing

The S6 phones this
spring emphasized design
instead, but sales fell be-
low expectauons, as Apple
dominated the high-end
market. Meanwhile, nval
Android phone makers
have been able 1o offer
decent cameras. displays
and speeds for less money
than Samsung phones
Although 1t's sull the
leading smartphone make;
Samsung has reported hve
conseculive quarters ol
profit decline

“There's an urgency to
show that Samsung can
11l stand up o the chal-
lenge that 1s Apple and
everybody else out there.
[.lamas said. “For a while
Samsung was the "be all
and end all of Androyd
devices. Now, 1t's a differ
ent market.
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B Not since James A. Michener’s

Having recently visited Ciudad Juarez
on a reporting trip to evaluate its nascent

slow’s fierce portrayal of the lives of those Azteca.

OUR VIEW

School is set to begin,
there are a few issues
to address

ummer is coming to a close, and students will start return-
ing to schools in Midland County. Midland Christian and St.
Ann’s schools begin their 2015-16 academic year on Monday.

A week from today Midland College, Hillander School and
Greenwood ISD are among the schools set to begin.

Midland ISD’s first day of school is Aug. 26.

And with the beginning of the school year comes the time-hon-
ored tradition of re-rerouting the moming and sometime afternoon
commute to streets without school zones. Let’s be conscious that
our roads will be a little busier as school starts.

And with the new school year on the horizon, let’s talk about a

few topics.
8 Nonprofit organizations can use your help. Whether it's
Casa de Amigos, Boys and Girls Club of Midland or any number

of nonprofits in Midland, there are opportunities to give of your
time or other resources for student-related .

We also hope you wﬂlcmsidefsuppuﬁngﬂMidhndISD
Education Foundation, which annually presents a concert to help
raise money for teacher and student programs. This year, the foun-
dation is bringing in the band “Kansas” to play Aug. 27 at Chap
Center. Tickets are still available.

8 Schools also can use your help. If you want to get directly in-
volved with the schools, contact a campus to see how you can .

® Don’t wait for October. The texting-while-driving ban in
Midland goes into effect on Oct. 1, but we hope drivers don’t wait
for that day to change their habits. It is already against the law to
use a cellphone in a school zone when those zones-are in operation,
but we hope Midlanders will start putting away the cellphone while
driving around town. Even if you are making a call, if you can’t
drive “hands free,” don’t be drivimg.

® Have you noticed a quicker commute? We want to congratu-
late the city of Midland for its traffic synchronization program
that seems to be working better. Now comes the hard part for city
officials: make the synchronization program — on which the city
has spent millions of dollars — work as well when traffic on the
roads increases. |

LONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE
MISD
615 W. Missouri, Midiand, TX 79701 Commissioners — Precinct 1: Jimmy
Phone 689-1000. Fax: 689- 1932 Smith Precnct 2 Robn Donnelly, Preainc:
Website. midiandisd net Luis D. Sanchez, Precinct 4: Randy Prude
Supenntendent Ryder Warren 680-1001
Trustees — District 1: James Fuller, Dis- CITY OF MIDLAND
it 2 Angel Hernandez. District 3- Tommy 300 N. Loraine, Midland, TX 79701
Bishop, District 4: Jeff Robnett, District 5. Phone: 685-7203; Fax: 686- 1600
Karen Nichoison District § Ruck Davis. o-mai crtyoftmidiand @ midiandiexas gov
District 7 Jay Isaacs Websne
Mayor Jerry Morales 685- 7204
MIDLAND COUNTY City Council — At-arge: Scott Dufford
PO. Box 421, Midland, TX 79702 and Spencer Robnett, District 1 Jeft Sparks
Nedste ww-x 20 mwdiand by us District 2: John Love I, District 3: Sharia

County Judge Mike Bradiord 8884310  Hofchkiss, District 4: J.Ross Lacy
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A Hearst ComMOrstion Newspaps:
EprroialL Boagp 10 OUR READERS
Stewart Doreen. Editor Opimons, columns, letiers and
Mary Dearen, Managing Edtor cartoons reflect the author's or
Trevor Hawes. Asst Managing Editor  artist's views and ot necessarily
the view of the Reporter-Telegram
You can find current and past aditorials. letters to the editor and more at
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here is the author’s love for Mexico.

Not since James A. Michener’s “Mex-
rebound from a drug-war nadir when it ico” have I read a book by an estadoun-
was known as a murder capital of the idense — an American — so desperately

. world, | couldn’t help but dig into Win-  ° intoxicated with furious love for the Tierra

ing to survive the horror. In addition to lush descriptions of
Winslow once called his reporting on places, smells, scenery, tastes and tem- f the ¢ .
the drug war “a little tour of hell each perature sensations, Winslow’s characters “Just across the bridge is the gigantic

day,” and it’s fair to say this latest novel spout their adoration for their country with marketplace, the insatiable consumer ma-

-
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“Mexico” has there been a book
with so much love |

on Winslow’s epic new novel, “The

Cartel,” about Mexican drug lord |

Adan Barrera’s desperate moves to | One of
sta mwpdaﬁ:y.;:ncmpoﬁﬁw It's like
mzoompetil.he . 't have ; USA T
been released at a better time. | braggir
The book, which begins with a Joaquin practically ev- | oS oV
“El Chapo” Guzman-esque prison break, - ery page — begging the question of why share ir
cmontmmbbef?ethemll mwmwm“ e <
Guzman, the head of the Sinaloa cartel, - : to samy

e e e, A =
This 't solely coinci — “The | -
novel “The Power of the Dog,” is well-re-  drug lord and an ultra-patriotic Mexican taxes o

Mexican drug cartels from | to  kingpin himself three important
g‘l;(t)l: P women in his life. But the big heartthrob growth
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There’s no better time to think

B Washington is delerwd and there’s
some needed time off needed after a
recent scare .

t is that sane and glorious time when the na-
tion’s capital dispenses its human cargo to
c?origin and locations of respite. . Washington Post Writers Group
don't know why everyone leaves,” | remarked
to my neighbor. “There’s so much great parking.”

the flesh? What a disgusting thought for a
- . Will he kiss babies, those

contingent Iargcl‘)‘r gone, little bundles of orificial emissions?

morning after and “nor- Such are the musings of an August mom — and

mal” people are dining out. indication vacation begins 1
Most awesome: One has time to think. ;uimcw mmm.ﬁywmm
August, often viewed as the end of things — and patience, | will share a secret I've kept mostly

summer, vacation, camp and children underf to myself the past or so0. It has to do with my

— marks for Washingtonians the arrival of peace. ahsence for months last summer and fall.

The usual, rapid chatter becomes a low, slow hum. .
Fewer sirens stab the air and the ever-present heli- ;ﬁhm-dy’nmhﬁm.umm
- fnally Sun 4% My syndicate issued an jon to my then-

this near-sudden silence, one realizes that ‘ “q:'-m":"
Washington is more often Fallujah than Paris — a 500 papers that I'd had an accident and would be

war zone where armies of reporters, pundits and
politicos wage war with words in theaters of green
rooms and bunkers of makeup.
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by which lawmakers

tourism industry. a premium
nwpofuhudhil.vﬂbh

fed into marketing campaigns, convention
centers and 1al events.

The idea behind the tax is that travel-
ers would subsidize the very projects that
enticed them to visit Texas in the first
place. Tourism has begn a boost to’
the economy, and hotel taxes
attempt to expand the industry and then
filter the revenue down into the local
population. |

There are at least three practical prob-
lems with this .

First, the tax can disrupt the travel
arrangements of Texans the same way it
affects out-of-towners. Hotel occupancy
taxes have inched upward of 17 percent
In some cities, in part because the taxes
mainly target non-constituents.

On a city-by-city basis, that may be
true. A substantial portion of the tourism
industry, however, is driven by Texans
who cannot afford to travel to more exotic

T EDITORIA

| . getung
in the way of Texans and the holiday of
' they their choice.
share in Texas' heritage. Residents, like-
wise, never have to journey far in order
sample the wonders that the Lone Star
State has to offer.

Thochmi: ing able to afford the
of a .umwanmm
governmients insist on foisting heavy
mwgmmmodaﬁm
because believe it will spur economic
growth at little cost to residents.
Hotel occupancy taxes are a mechanism

y

the number of excursions. The U.S. Travel
Association found that 49 percent o
surveyed travelers altered their plans on
account of high taxes.

Maybe this crimp on Texas vacations
would be worth it if the tax achieved all
that its supporters said it would, but that
brings us to problem No. 3.

Hotel taxes do not always
have enough of an impact on tourism to

Kathleen Hunker is a policy analyst
with the Cemter for Economic Freedom at
the Texas Public Policy Foundation. Fol-
low her on Twiner @ KathleenHunker

-

Those who may take issue with this
op-ed and might want to submit their own
take on hotel taxes can comiact Editor
Stewart Doreen at 687-8856 or sdoreen@
mrt.com.
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Social Security is in for some changes

system is like a speeding train

full of hnp‘n passengers. It's a
comfy ride for the current leg of the
journey. But the passengers might be
clueless — or maybe don't care —
that a bridge is out just over the next
rise.

Absent changes to the system, So-
cial Security is headed into a chasm
for the next generation. Baby boom-
ers who'’ve paid into the system for
decades have begun drawing money
out in big numbers, but there will
be too few working Americans to
keep the retirement fund in the black
beyond 20 more years. The math just
doesn’t work.

That’s the not-so-happy birthday
message as Social Security celebrates
its 80 anniversary this month.

The good news is that there is
enough time to avert major pain if
Washington takes steps early enough.
It would take the kind of biparisan
bargain that the Obama White House
and GOP leaders in Congress could
only yak and fantasize about.

The time is now — during the
2016 presidential campaign — to lay

S ocial Security's retirement

the groundwork for that politically

L
. T

Dallas Morning News

dicey bargain.

Some in the Republican presiden-
tial field would bring common-sense
reforms to the table. Former Florida
Gov. Jeb Bush and New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie, for example, say
they’d gradually boost the retirement
age for younger people. Christie
gets specific, saying full retirement
eligibility should be delayed two
years. He's specific, too, on whether
wealthy should draw from
the system. Chnistie says no, multi-
millionaires with retirement income
over $200,000 don’'t need monthly
government checks to sustain them.

It's hard to see how Social Se-
curity solves its math ms
without these kinds of bold strokes.
Bill Gates, Warren Buffet and Ross
Perot don’t need government to keep
them out of poverty, which was the
original intent of the Social Security
system.

Meanwhile, the presidential field
contains many defenders of the
status quo on Social Security, both
Democrat and Republican. On the
GOP side, former Arkansas Gov.
Mike Huckabee would build a wall

around Social Security as part of

sweeping tax reform. That stance
is not far from the recent statement
from Democratic frontrunner Hillary
Clinton: “We don’t mess with it.”
Even less realistic was a position
outlined by 71 congressional Demo-
crats in a letter to President Barack
Obama last month; they asked his
support to “expand Social Security
benefits for millions of Americans.”
The signees were joined by Sen.
Bernie Sanders of Vermont, who's
challenging Clinton for the Demo-
cratic presidential nomination.
Nowhere did the letter say how
proponents would fund more gener-
ous benefits. It's delusional and irre-

sponsible to ignore the math like that.

The facts are these: In 1960, five
workers supported every Social
Security recipient. Today, it's fewer
than three. In 20 years, it’ll be about
{Wo.

The financial stress will be enor-
mous on people in the next genera-
tion, and it’s up to today's leaders to
make sure they don’t get crushed.

Distributed by Tribune Content
Agency

 was wronic but pe
~ § Otting that the U S.

| tionality
. Texas voter identifica-

- ton law on the eve of the

~ recent SOth anniversary of
~ the landmark 1965 Voting
- Rights Act.
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Why there’s hope
for easing Texas’
voter ID law

rhaps
Fifth Circuit Court of

. Appeals 1ssued 1ts ruling

ch.l.llengm? the constitu-
of the restrnictive

After all, the 2011 Texas

- law exemplifies current ef-

forts to undermune that still
relevant act.

But though the three-
judge panel concluded the
Texas law has a “discrinn-
natory effect” on the poor
of the ruling and the pros-

which opponents hoped.
Indeed, its Republican
sponsors made clear that,
dcls]pitc this defeat. they
sti 10 win the war
in the Supreme Court, if
necessary. That's hardly
1sing, given the fact
that Chief Justice John

validity of the 50-year-old
Voting Rights Act.
Though the s

court the law’s
“effect” was discriminato-
ry, it said a lower court had
not proved its conclusion
the measure “was imposed
with an unconstitutional
Ultimately, this case may
on answering this

jon: “If it walks like a
mitqlﬂhlikca

| duck, how much proof do
{ you need that it is a duck””

The Texas case marked

the motive of dozens of
people, 1s a difficult enter-
prise” and said she should
consider both the legis-
lature 's requirement for
some sort of photo iden-
tification and the appeals
court’s conclusion the

law discnnminates against
Afncan-Amencans, His-
panics and the poor.

During oral arguments.
Judge Haynes noted it was
“unhkely that someone 's
going to get up and say
overtly: ‘Let’s discnimi-
nate.”” But the court said
“It 1s also unlikely that
such a motive would
permeate a legislative body
and not yweld any private
memos or emails.”

In fact, it’s not hard to
figure out what is going on
here, including claims of
fraud that are, in a word,
fraudulent. Though Gov.
Greg Abbott claimed while
he was attomey general that
“evidence of voter fraud
abounds,” a 2013 Politifact
investigation found just |8
confirmed cases from 2002
to 2012 in Texas. Bush's
Justice Department likewise
had trouble finding man)
examples.

The wave of voter 1D
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