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Oil, gas add jobs for first time in more than 2 years

By Ryan Maye Handy

Houston Chronicle

Jobs in Texas’ oil and gas industry rose
at the end of 2016 for the first time in
more than two years, another sign that the
long-awaited recovery in the state’s energy
sector is gaming traction.

Texas added an estimated 3,000 oil and
gas jobs in November and December, after
shedding more than 100,000 during the in-
dustry downturn that began in mid-2014,
said Karr Ingham, an economist who stud-
ies the state’s o1l and gas sector

“For the first time in three years,” Ing
ham said, “there s optimism.”

The job gains are that latest indicator

ABOVE: Children use
diffraction-grating lenses
to see the individual col-
ors that make up neon
ights during a special
‘Space Wars” edition of
Family Science Night on
Thursday at the Petro-
leum Museum. Image
was captured with a dif-
fraction-grating filter in
front of the camera lens.
RIGHT: Datth Vader and
stormtroopers posed for
photos with community
members.
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that the o1l and gas industry 1s rebound-
ing after an extended downturn. O1l prices
have doubled since hitting a low of $26
a barrel last February, settling in New
York Wednesday at $52.75. Drillers have
returned nearly 140 ngs to operation in
Texas o1l and gas fields since May, when
the rig count hit bottom. Companies are
flocking to the productive and lucrative
Permian Basin in West Texas, spending
billions to acquire land and drilling rnights
But Ingham, who released his analysis
for the Texas Alliance of Energy Produc
ers on Wednesday, cautioned that the
industry shouldn’t expect to see a boom
anytime soon. Jespite recent gains, both
the rig count and dnlling permits are down
about two-thirds from their peak 1n 2014

Where there are no pipelines
panies must rely on rail cars, and the)

when prices were above $100 a barrel
The state, for example, 1ssued more than
3,000 drilling permits in both September
and October 2014; in December, the state
1ssued just over 1,000

O1l production 1s stull down from a year
ago. And 1t could take years for the state
to recover the jobs lost in the bust.

“Essentially, all we've done is stop
biceding at this point.” Ingham said, “but
at least we aren’t continuing to bleed.”

['he outlook for the energy industry has
improved since the Organization of the
Petroleum Etpurnng Countnies and other
IMdajyor prnduu:rn. such as Rtinlu. agrvfd
10 cut crude o1l production by about 1.8

million barrels a day, pushing pnices above

30 a barrel and restarting dnlhng activity
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tend to up over

right decision
about pipelines

By Chris Tomlinson

Houston ( ‘hronicle

President Donald Trump is right to
move ahead with expanding the nation’s
pipeline system, including Keystone
XL.
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Environmentalists are wrong to battle
pipelines as a proxy war against fossi
fuels.

They are only encouraging more
spills by pushing crude onto the nation s
railroads.

If they really want Americans to stop
using fossil fuels, they need to develop
affordable alternatives and then con-
vince to choose them

For years now, |'ve argued for the
Keystone XL pipeline — and other new
pipelines — because they are the safest
way to transport crude oil across the
country.
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We know that, on average. |0 trains
hauling oil or ethanol will derail every
year and cause about $4 billion in dam
age

Many of these trains have more than
100 rail cars full of crude. Sometimes.
they even explode and kill people

When you consider the number of
barrels transported, pipelines are much
safer than trains.

So why on earth would a true environ
mentalist try to stop both new pipelines.
or replacing old ones”

Please see TOMLINSON/SA

Ingham said he expects conditions to
improve this year. but only modestly He
expects prices Lo hover between %50 and
$60. which will keep many o1l companies
struggling

“Onl and ga-s services have really taker
a beating, and everyone needs $60 pe;
barrel of o1l to make a difference
gham, who doesn 't expect prnices |
that level this vear

.*”illhﬂugh o1l continues to make a sh
gish recovery. natural gas prices are on the
rise, possibly indicating a shittin the to
cus of Texas productuon, Ingham added
Following a vear natural
gas prices in nearly 20 vears. natural
prices are expecled | |
highest level
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spent talking
Process as was spent talking about a firm
credentials or the hirm s imvolvement with
picking supenntendents for distncts in th
mudst of reform effors

In some cases. board members would |
low up until they got that Clear-Cut answed

One of our goals 1n the process s 1
involve the community o the greatest ¢ xie
X wsibie. and we wanted 10 take ach J["l[tu}._
of the four supenntendent search firms
expertise and expenence. Board President
Rick Davis said. “We got thewr input tonight
we will take that into account, and we will
decide how 1o move forward and develop
Our OwWn community Input preoess.

All firms provided information about col
lecting community input, usually as part of
building a superintendent profile

Officials from Hazard, Young. Attea &
Associates, the firm MISD leaders ultimate

ly selected, told the board they will spend

nd the con
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A sign telis voters of voter |D requirements before participating in the primary

tough voter ID laws in Texas and North Carolina say they'll keep pressing their
Trump announced Wednesday that he Is ordering a “major investigation” into voter fraud, which tough laws

prevent

By David Saleh Rauf

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Federal
lawsuits challenging voter
ID requirements in Iexas
and North Carolina won't
just disappear, even if Jus-
tice Department lawyers
who once argued against
the laws effectively switch
sides to advocate for them
under President Donald
mump’s administration,
civil nghts lawyers say.

What Trump's Justice
Department will do 1sn’t
yet known, but Trump'’s
comments on the campaign
trail and since taking office
suggest the agency will
re-examine its strategy and
may support the two states
toughest-in-the-nation
requirements that voters
show picture identifica-
tion at the polls. President
Barack Obama s Justice
Department launched high-
profile legal challenges
against those laws, arguing
that the requirements were
unnecessary and unconsti-
tutional

“The time and resources

by DPS

i Wl"ﬁlph

® United States passport

the federal government
has spent on this case
have truly been substan-
tial,” said Kristen Clarke,
president and executive
director of the Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law, which 1s
representing plaintiffs in
the Texas voter 1D case.
“But if the federal govern-
ment reverses course, we
are fully prepared to move
forward.”

A court forced Texas to

water down its law for the
November election, but the
case is continuing in U.S.
District Court in Corpus
Christi. North Carolina’s
2013 voter ID law was
struck down in July, but
the state has asked the U.S.
Supreme Court to review
the appeals court’s deci-

sion.
“There is a great concern

over what DOJ is going to

do and if they are going to
retreat in these cases,” said
Gerry Hebert, a former
Justice Department lawyer
who represents plaintiffs
in the Texas voter ID case.
“I suspect a great deal of

w Texas driver license issugd by the Texas Department
of Public Safety (DFS)

w Texas Election ldentification Certificate 1ssued

® Texas personal identification card issued by DPS
% Texas concealed handgun license issued by DPS

» d States military \dentification card containing

% United Stats citizenship certificate containing your photograph

With the exception of ihe U S
current or hyve expired no mo
GuaFfication at the poliing place.

citizenship certificate, the identification mast be
e than 60 days before being presented for voter

shenanigans from a Trump
Justice Department, but we
will bear the burden on our
own if we have to0.”

Supporters say the laws
prevent voter fraud by
making sure people who
aren’t eligible to vote,
including people living in
the country illegally, don'
cast a ballot. Opponents
say there is no evidence
of massive voter fraud and
that such laws dispropor-
tionally affect minorities
and the poor who may
face challenges obtaining
a government-issued photo
ID.

Trump tweeted Wednes-
day that he plans to open
an investigation into voter
fraud that would focus on
dead people who remained
on the voter rolls, people
registered in two or more
states and “those who are
illegal.”

Depending on its results,

Trump tweeted, “We will

strengthen up voting proce-

dures!” That could mean
efforts to expand strict
voter 1D requirements. On
the campaign trail, Trump
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Ex-Baylor officer sues
school claiming
retaliatory firing

A former hnancial aid
officer at Baylor 1s suing
the university claiming
it fired her in retahiation
after she sought to rein-
state a football player's
scholarship

Lyn Kinyon filed the

federal lawsuit Wednesday

in Waco, arguing Baylor
violated federal Title IX
protections when she was
fired last year.

The lawsuit says the
unnamed football player
filed an appeal after Bay-
lor revoked his scholar-
ship under the claim he
wasn't truthful about his
academic standing at a
prior school. Kinyon says
Baylor had also raised
concerns about a sexual
assault claim against him.

Kinyon was chairwom-
an of an appeals commit-
tee that determined the
claims were unsubstanti-
ated

Baylor says in a state-
ment that her lawsuit 1s
without ment.

At least three lawsuits
have been filed over the
school’s handling of sex
assault allegations.

Decorate Your

AUSTIN
Sheriff who Texas
governor wants out

slams immigrant ‘fear’

A Texas sheriff under
fire from Republican Gov.
Greg Abbott over so-called
“sanctuary cities” policies
says streets are safer when
people can report crimes
“without fear of deporta-
tion.

Travis County Sheriff
Sally Hernandez on Thurs-
day fired back for the first
time since the governor
vowed this week to cut off
some state funding and
change laws to remove her
from office.

The conflict started after
Hernandez, an elected
Democrat, said she would
no longer comply with all
federal immigration detain-
ers in Austin jails.

She pointedly made the
announcement hours after
President Donald Trump
was sworn into office.
Trump this week moved to
cut off money to local gov-
ernments that don’t fully
cooperate with federal
immuigration officials.

Hernandez says she
won't let “fear and misin-
formation” dictate her job.

- reported
‘near Pecos

Quake

From staff reports

The U.S. Geological
Society reported that an
earthquake took place at

the city of Pecos.
The USGS reports a

4 kilometers west/south-
west of Pecos. It was the
second earthquake in the
past 30 days, according

to earthquaketrack.com,

months.

A 2.7-magnitude earth-
quake falls in the range
(2.5 10 5.4 measurement)
that “is often felt but only
causes minor damage,

election at Sherrod Elementary school March 1, 2016, in
lawsuits without the support of President Donaid Trump's Justice Department if necessary.
requiring photo identification at the ballot box are designed 1o

had praised laws requiring
ballot box photo identifica-
tion.

Another signal that the
new administration could
abandon the voter 1D cases
came late last week. Just
hours after Trump was
sworn in as president, the
Justice Department asked
for a hearing this week in
Texas to be delayed until
next month.

Department attorneys
said in court filings that
they needed more time to
brief new leadership, but
lawyers in the case say it
could be a precursor to
a new position from the
federal government.

If the Justice Department
were to align with Texas
and North Carolina and
defend their voter ID laws,
it would be a setback for
the legal challenges but
“certainly not fatal,” said
Rick Hasen, an election
law expert and professor at
the University of Califor-
nia, Irvine School of Law.

“Certainly, it is advanta-
geous for these lawyers to

have not only the resources

AP file photo

Arlington. Attorneys chalienging

of the federal government,
but the opinion of the fed-
eral government on their
side,” he said.

Kyle Duncan, a law-
yer representing North
Carolina, said the state 1s
hopeful that the Justice
Department will change
its position. The Obama
administration’s Justice
Department filed its last
brief in the case opposing
North Carolina’s motion
one day before Trump took
office.

“l think the Justice De-
partment would be on solid
ground if they changed
their position,” said Dun-
can. “My hope is they will
do exactly that.”

Irving Joyner, an attor-
ney for the North Caro- “
lina NAACP, said lawyers
already are anticipating
a cold shoulder from the
Trump administration.

“We don't have any
faith that the new Justice
Department is going to
be a friend,” said Joyner.
“We are fully prepared to
go forward on our own
anyway.”
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9:46 p.m. Wednesday near

2.7-magnitude quake about

and the sixth in the past 12

according to UPSeis. Theie

Quakes in or around Pecos in past 12 months

X y ..i; ’I_ f = "‘F
-

Jan. 13
Qct. 29

Sept. 8

i " i T g

T St

_,;.'l _q."ll'._.'._?r{{,l:‘. % ; !" ¥

P T il i " '-!"":"'r'l i g —
¥ A b "'Lf':‘f-— : -"-.- _._' o S [ 5] *...."' & “

._ com

e T

Source: UPSeis, a site for seismologists

are around 30,000 such
quakes around the world
each year.

The strongest earthquake

in or around Pecos in the
last 12 months took place
on Sept. 6. It was measured
at 3.6 magnitude.

IWINTER IS HERE!

PRUNE YOUR *, |
TRM

B Al
Purpose,
Final Cha

B AC
HJfDiEE
_hapter

Gas p

Cheat
»Canons
Wdia d)
Most 1
auons

J

1 %
BB
mrougn |
WA

RAR. 4

Midla
District

an _:‘- !

M 3 IT
i -
l'q' e [ W '

amito!

FEEE8EEssaz

g 2
EnEs

9-12-14




ed to

mnent,
 fed-
e

e 18
ce
1g¢

ast
)Sing

p took

n solid

Jun-
y will

tor-

Vyers

ng
the

stice
o

MeET.
ed to
W

com

h Year

in the
place
easured

B Pretend and Play for ages
3-6. 10 am., Midand County Public
Library Centennial branch, 2503
W. Loop 250 N. Every other Friday
co.midiand. tx us/ib

B Evening Storytime at the L-
brary 4:30 p.m. (2-8 years), Midland
County Public Library Centen-
nial branch, 2503 W. Loop 250 N
co.midiand. tx. us/ib.

B Biue Cats, 5 p.m., The Bar, 606
W. Missouri Ave. 21 and older.

W Bingo Nights, 7 p.m., The
American Legion, 501 Veterans
Airpark Lane. 432-682-5511

B Hold ‘'em poker tournaments, 7
p.m., The Detour.

W Songs of Childhood, Love,
and Nostalgia with music by Quinn
Patrick Ankrum and Joe Dan Harper,
7:30 p.m., Wagner Brown Auditorium
at Midiand College, . $10. Students
free with ID.

B Fusion, 8 p.m., The Road-
house, 6115 Andrews Highway,
Odessa

@ Ron White, 8 p.m., Wagner

Noel Performing Arts Center, 1310
N. Farm-to-Market Road 1788. $49-

$239. Wagnemoel.com
3 OJ Wildman, 9 p.m., The Lif
on 7th, 1401 E. 7th St. Odessa
@ Hill Country Revival, 9 p.m
The Bar, 606 W. Missouri Ave

8 Third annual Midiand on Tap
Craft Beer Fest will feature more
than 100 brews from Amercan
breweries. Al High Sky Wing CAF
9600 Wright Drive. 21 and older only

B Basin Beer Week: Tap Takeover
and Pint Night with selections by
Real Ale, 9:30 p.m., Beer Garden
7112 W. Highway 80. 21 and older
Live music by Justin Langston
Midiandbeergarden.com

B God's Way Online Christian
music revue at identity Youth Raily
101 Lone Star Road. Odessa Free
All ages

B “Unplugged” by Permiar
Playhouse's Kaleidoscope Company

Russell Contreras/Associated Press

' Jocelynn Lujan, 6, left, and her sister, Jennifer, 8, attend a news conference Wednesday in Albuquerque, N.M., where activists de-
| nounced President Donald Trump's executive actions on immigration. Many U.S. Muslim and Latino advocates have been speaking O
and preparing lawsuits against executive actions taken by President Donald Trump to build a Mexican border wall and strip funding *._

immigrant protecting sanctuary cities, as well as anticipated orders 1o restrict refugees

at Permuan Playhouse, 310 W 42nd
St . Odessa. $10 permianplayhouse

“THT

New movies in
Midland

B At Tall Cty 14 "A Dog's
Purpose.” “Goid.” “Res:ident Ewvil | he
Final Chapter”

| Al Cm&rgu lﬂe** as “A Dog
Purpose " “Resident The Fina
Chapter

Gas prices in Midiand
Cheapest: 51 99 (severa

ocahons in nortnwes! ang centra
Wdiad)

Most expensive: 52 19 (Severa
Cations ac oss the city)

Most common price: $2 19

Cheapest prices in West Texas
Lubbock $1 93 Abilene $1 98
Midland $1 99 Odessa $1 99 Sar

Angelo $2 01
Vidland'Odessa  Texas
1t hursday 5 14 3¢ 104
_As! week $< 148 2 136
_ast montt $< 112 $¢ 067
1St year 51 661 $1 612
SOUCE Texas(GasPnces con

Stay connected
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Twitter: @ mwtnews
Facebook: facebook com
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When it's open

Midiand County Tax
Assessor/ Collector
{..1. 1_;; h. ﬂ C_‘,jq
B8amt.5pm Monday
through Wednesday. Friday
BB8am to6pm on Thursday
ABR-481

Midiand Central Appraisal

District
4631 Andrews MiQhway
RamtoSom
; J o

‘t"h"' 3131 ”'”.':.Jgr ¢ ioay
699-499°

Department of Public Safety:
Driver's License Office

2405 South Loop 250 Wes!

@8amto5pm Monday and
Wednesday through Fnday

BA8am o8 pm on Tuesdays

498-2100

U.S. Postal Service

@ Downtown. 100 E Wall St 8:30
am.to5p.m Monday through Friday

L3 ‘»Jniage 2315 W Louisiana Ave
9am to5p.m Monday through
‘fld.a"

B Graves, 3304 W Wadiey Ave
3 am. 10 5 p.m. Monday througn
Friday, 10 am. 1o 2 p.m. on Saturday

B ClayDesta, 612 Veterans Air-
park Lane, 8 am. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday

B GMF Midiand, 1000 Loop 40 8

am.to 5 p.m Monday through Friday
Lottery

Pick 3 morning: 4-0-7

Pick 3 day: 8-8-4

Pick 3 evening: 3-8-9

Pick 3 night: A-6-5

Dally 4 morning: 1-7-5-3

Daily 4 day: 1-9-8-2

Daily 4 evening: 5-7-6-6

Dally 4 night: 1-7-4-2

Cash Five: 6-9-10-15-24

Triple Chance: 1-2-5-14-21-22-
31-32-42-53

Texas f'wo Step: 6-10-23-34
BB 22 -

All or Nothing morning: 3-4-8-
9-12-14-15-16-17-18-21-24

All or Nothing day: 1-2-4-5-7-9-
1112413 1417-24

All or uuiu: 1-3-6-
" 1’-13- 14-17-

1-4-6-0-11
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By Russell Contreras and

Jeff Karoub

Associated FPress

\LBUQUERQUE, N.M

Mushm and Latino advocates have

Muslims, Latinos
- unify over Trump’s
immigration, border plan

" But the flow of

S

“control of its border’
immigrants at the Mexican border has
declined, and immigrant and refugec
advocates call the moves and plans
reckless, dangerous and un-Americar

and sav that actions taken againsi :
: - .l.u*.lt_'r(lnllhlic\. ll‘i.i_‘»HI

one century.

non's highest percentage of Hispanic
residents, activists worned the execu-
tve actions would hurt all Latinos and
Mexican-Amencans. The Albuquer-
que-based immigrant nghts group El
CENTRO de Igualdad y Derechos and
the Islamic Center of New Mexico
held a press conference along the
city s historic Camino Real

When they go after Latinos, they
co after all Latnos,” Ralph Arellanes
“hairman of the Hispano Round Table
of New Mexico, said
people are walking on the streets
and they have identihcation that say:
'ffat*fs ‘ve been here four centunes, o1 e U'S G 1 gical
three centunes. or two centunes

“1t's not hike

V1
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Chaco Canyon oil
rights sell for $3
million despite protests

SANTA FE — The
Bureau of land Management
has auctioned oil and gas
dnlling nghts in northwest
New Mexico despite protest
from Native Amencans and
environmentalists

The nghts for dnlhng on
843 acres in the Chaco Can
yon sold for $3 mullion on
Wednesday. The sale of the
parcels had been postponed
on three occasions since
2012

BLM spokeswoman
Donna Hummel says the
agency will not 1ssue the pa
cels 1o the winmng bidders
until several protests filed 1n
connection with the sale are
resolved. The names of the
winmng bidders will not be
released vnul the payment

Process 1s complete

I'he sale faced significant
OpposiLON Irom enNvVironmen
tal groups and members of
the Navajo Nation. who say
the area of Chaco Canyon
Nanonal Histonc Park has
parucular sigmhcance for
Native communities

OKLAHOMA
No damage reported
after 2 earthquakes hit
northern Oklahoma

ENID NO damage has
been reported alter a pai
O] L'qlrth'l.jll,tLL" hit norther
(klahoma

= e

SUrvey savs a o/ m ignitude
Jquake hit neal NMediord on
Wednesdays while a 3 4 mayg

one group affect them all

e New Mexico, vowed 1o | *hI AN

nitude temblor struck near

joined forces 1n opposing changes to
immigration rules by President Don
ald Trump, bolstering their alhance as
they mull the prospect of aggressive
restrictions

In joint press conferences and
rallies across the country, they are
decrying an action Trump signed to
jumpstart construction on a southern
border wall. 'l rump Is L‘lp(‘L'IL'd 10
take steps to stop accepting Synan
refugees. suspend the United States
broader refugee program for 120 days
ind suspend 1ssuing visas for people
from seven predominantly Mushm
countnies 1n the Middle East and
Afrnca

\s Trump si1gned the first actions
Wednesday afternoon, the hashtags
#NoBanNoWall and #RefugeesWel
come trended on Twitter, and thou
vands signed a pro-refugee petition
by Chnstian evangelical groups
Mushims, immugrants and their sup
porters ralhed 1in New York City and
clsewhere 1n protest

\dvocates and activists across
racial, rehigious and ethnic lines have
linked before but are now mounting a
more unified response

\n attack on one of us 1s an attack
n all of us,
advocacy director of the United We
Dream Network. descnibing herselt
as “undocumented, unafraid and here
lO stav.

We believe this s the start of
Donald Trump s mass deportation
agenda, she said

Trump said Wednesday that his
executive actions on immugraton
show that the U S will get back

New Mexico Democrats seek out jobs in hemp, new minimum wage 7,

-.HMJhlt‘d w-mk'nh \L‘Li! A

sald Orersa Marunez. an

'he executive director of the Coun
cil on American-Islamic Relations
Michigan chapter questioned whethel
the signed actions would create more
vecurnity in the U.S

“These executive orders will no
make our country safer. rather will
produce more xenophobia in our
society.” Dawud Walid said 1in a stat.
ment

Michigan has one of the nation
largest Mushm communities and

thousands of Middle Eastern refugees

have settled there A draft order ind
cates Trump plans to suspend 1ssuing
visas 1o citizens of seven Mushm
majonty countries for at least 30 day
halt the Synan refugee program and
vtop admitting refugees from other
countnes for |20 davs

[he U.S. Conterence of Catholi
Bishops condemned plans tor a wal
Cardinal Joseph Tobin of Newark
New Jersey. who was recently ap

pointed by Pope Francis. tweeted A

fearful nation talks about building
walls and 1s vulnerable to con men
We must challenge the tear betore w
are led into darkness

[rump also signed an action
would block federal grants from s
called sanctuary cities. where local
}‘“lh.t.' don tentorce h‘tlt'ht; 1HITINNET.
1on laws

Manelena Hincapi€. execuline
director of National Immugrat
lLaw (enter
drafted lawsuits challenging ITrump
actions and that law hrms have of
fered “pro bono support

In New Mexico. which has the

said her l‘f_LdI‘lI.f.lllh n has

cttort to make the city hostule
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migrants. Santa Fe recently rene wed
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Vil nghts leaders also held a pre
conference 1n Atlanta to persuade

Greorgians to denounce Trump
migration and refugee policies
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Mexican-American activist De
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SANTA FE. N M
Democrats in the New
Mexico Legislature proposed
a six-point plan 1o boost pn-
vate-sector employment and
stimulate economic growth
by allowing the cultivation
of industnal hemp, raising
the state mimmum wage
and adding local preterences
to economic development
Incentives

New Mexico's unemploy-
ment rate of 6.6 percent 1S
the second highest in the
nation, behund Alaska. and
the state’s overall economic
output shrank dunng the fis-
cal year ending in June 2016

[he state’s Democrat-led
Senate and Republican gov-
emor are searching for ways
to expand and diversify the
economy, with littie money
at their disposal for new im-

tives toward expanding local
New Mexico-based busi-
nesses through two programs
that offset jobs traiming costs
and infrastructure inves!
ments

Sanchez said Democrats
also want to direct $63
million in capital outlay
toward projects that increase
employment. The allocation
for construction projects for
the fiscal year starting in July
1s the smallest in many years
Republican lawmakers have
suggested redirecung that
money to boost general fund
reserves and avord some
spending cuts. Increasing
investments 1n broadband
infrastructurc also will be a
Democratic pnonty, though
Sanchez provided few details
on financing.

House and Senate Demo-
crats are backing several bills
that would increase the state-
wide minimum wage from
the current rate of $7.50

an hour Higher mimimum

wages already are in effectn
Santa Fe. Las Cruces and the
Albuquergue area. Une new
bill would boost base pay
to least $10.10 an hour by
2020, with further increases
indexed to inflanon

Muﬂum!y House S{‘t‘.ikt‘t
Bnan Egolf declined to pro-
vide a detailed estimate for
employment growth under
the new mitiatives. predicl
ing only that they would cre
ate “lots” of jobs if approved

He acknow ledged major
SCONOMIC *Incertainties hed
to shifting federal pnon
nes set by President Donald
lrump, but sand the Legis
lature may have hittle ime
to react dunng the current
6)-day legislative session

New Mexico state govem
ment depends heavily on
federal matching funds to
provide Medicaxd health carc
coverage to low-income and

| > percent of New Mexvceo

milhon residents have necled
enrolled in Medicand since
Y14, with costs p;lhl almos Jledar causes of death | et
entirely by the federal gon

cImiment

You’ll be
Puttin’ On the Rita!

tiatives ammd a budget cnsis
linked to downtumn n the o1l
and natural gas sectors. The
first nine days of the legisla-
tive session were consumed
by efforts to fix a current-
year budget deficit and
Increase reserves,
with a $216 million solvenc)
plan awaiting a decision by
Gov. Susana Martinez.
“The first order of busi-
ness nOw is to pass legisla-
tion to spur more employ-
ment and economic activity
in New Mexico,” said Demo-

cratic Sen. Chn‘im-
chez, of Grants,
educated

people ot fleeing the h
are fleeing the state
search of jobs.
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increasingly confrontation-
al remarks — on Twitter
and in dueling public ap-
pearances — n the
two men, whose countries
conduct some $1.6 billion
a day in cross-border trade,
and cooperate on every-
thing from migration to
anti-drug enforcement to
environmental issues.

Hours after Trump
tweeted that the meet-
ing should be scrapped if
Mexico doesn’t agree to
pay for a wall along the
nearly 2,000-mile border,
Pena Nieto responded via
the same platform.

“This morning we
have informed the White
House | will not attend the
working meeting planned
for next Tuesday,” the
Mexican president tweeted.
He added that “Mexico
reaffirms its willingness
to work with the United
States to reach agreements
that benefit both nations.”

In a speech later Thurs-
day, Trump doubled down
on the dispute, saying that
“unless Mexico 1s going
to treat the United States
fairly, with respect, such a
meeting would be fruitless,
and | want to go a different
route. We have no choice.”

Trump also claimed
that calling off the meet-
Ing was a mutual decision
and floated a new possible
threat to Mexico, which
sends about 80 percent of
its exports to the U.S. and
which has vowed not to
pay for a wall.

“We 're working on a tax
reform bill that will reduce
our trade dehcit, increase
American exports and will
generate revenue from
Mexico that will pay for
the wall, if we decide to go
that route,” Trump said.

His spokesman later said
Trump was calling for a 20
percent tax on imports (o
pay for the southern wall.

He has also pledged
o renegotiate the North
American Free lrade
Agreement with Mexico
and Canada.

“1 will not allow the
citizens or the taxpayers
of the United States to pay

—— — = — — me————
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Pena Nieto speaks during a press conference at Los Pinos presidential
that Mexico's attitude towards the Donald

foreign relations secretary
Jorge Castaneda told Mexi-
can media.

Already deeply unpopu-

Mexico's President Enrique

residence Monday in Mexico City. Pena Nieto said Monday

Trump administration should not be aggressive or biased, but one of dialogue.
the cost of this defective voluble, Twitter-based

transaction, NAFTA, one diplomacy.

that should have been re- The diplomatic row also

negotiated many years ago, recalls the rocky days of

except that the politicians U.S.-Mexico relations in

were 100 preoccupied to do
so, Trump said.

Mexican officials have
expresced willingness to
update the pact, but said
they would consider walk-
ing away from NAFTA if
negotiations mean making
100 many Concessions.

Mexico is one of Amerni-
ca's biggest trade partners,
and the U.S. is the No. |
buyer from Mexico, ac-
counting for about 80 per-
cent of Mexican exports.
A complete rupture in ties
could be damaging to the
U.S. economy, an disas-
trous for Mexico's

“Today's events are
dangerous for the immedi-
ate and long-term secunty
and economy of the United
States,” Jason Marczak of
the Atlantic Council wrote
“U.S.-Mexico coopera-
tion 1s far-reaching: from
intelligence shanng for the
capture of drug traffickers
to the flow of commercial
goods that support the live-
lthoods of nearly 5 milhon
American workers.”

White House press
secretary Sean Spicer later
responded to the Mexican
president’s tweet, saying
“We'll look for a date 10
schedule something in the
future. We will keep the
lines of communication
open.’

Pena Nieto's decision
ended days of uncertainty
about how he would re-
spond to Trump's aggres-
sive stance toward the
country, and illustrated the
challenges world leaders
are likely to face in dealing
with the U.S. president’s

the 1980s, prior to NAF-
TA.

“There is a change In
the understanding that had
been in operation over the
last 22 years, when Mexico
was considered a strategic
ally,” said Isidro Morales,
a political scientist at the
Monterrey Institute of
Technology and Higher
Education. “Trump has
unilaterally broken with
this way of doing things.”

Mexico had tried its
traditional approach of
quiet, cautious diplomacy
combined with back-
room discussions, sending
Cabinet officials for talks
with the Trump adminis-
tration. But that changed
when Trump decided to
announce his border wall
on the same day that two
senior Mexican Cabinet
ministers — Foreign
Relations Secretary Luis
Videgaray and Economy
Secretary lldefonso Gua-
jardo — arrived in Wash-
ington for preliminary
talks ahead of what was to
be a presidential tete-a-
tete. Many were affronted
by the timing, and Pena
Nieto faced a firestorm of
criticism at home.

That evening Pena Nicto
issued recorded remarks
suggesting he was recon-
sidering his upcoming
trip to Washington. On
Thursday moming, Trump
tweeted: “If Mexico is un-
willing to pay for the badly
needed wall, then it would
be better to cancel.”

The president had “no
other choice but to say
‘I'm not going.”” former

lar at home with historic-
low approval ratings, Pena
Nieto had come under
Increasing pressure to
stand up to Trump.

Mexico's best-known
opposition politician, left-
1st Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador, tweeted that “in
the face of Trump’s latest
outburst, don’t go to the
meeting, and submit an
urgent complaint to the
U.N. for human nghts
violations.”

Many Mexicans said
Thursday that they backed
Pena Nieto's decision to
scrap the trip.

Magda Hoffmann, a
Mexico City retiree, called
Trump's behavior “insult-
ing and rude.

“As my grandmother
said,” she added, “'Don’t
go where you re not in-
vited.””

Like many, she found the
conduct of diplomacy-by-
tweets to be odd.

“This 1s a diplomatic re-
lationship here. |'m sorry,
gentlemen, but that has to
be given value,” Hoffman
said. “It's not a question to
be handled ... text-messag
ing back and forth.”

Orlando Contreras, a
35-year-old computer engi-
neer in the capital, said he
believed Pena Nieto had no
reason to “negotiate under
their conditions.”

"] feel that we have
always been under their
(the U.S.) yoke, Contreras
said. “1 think 1t would be
a good thing to separate
ourselves from them, so
Mexico can strike out on
Its own.

AP source: Border

By Elliot Spagat and
Alicia A. Caldwell

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
man charged with protect-
Ing Amernica’s borders was
ousted Thursday, one day
after President Donald -
Trump announced ambitious
plans to build a massive
wall at the Mexican border
and bolster the ranks of the
Border Patrol.

Border Patrol Chief Mark
Morgan said he was asked to
leave and decided to resign
rather than fight the
according to a U.S. official
with knowledge of the brief
video conference in which
Morgan informed senior
agents of the change.

The official spoke on
condition of anonymity be-
cause the discussion was not
inl'e;hd to be made ic.

‘ hadlo . lim.
ship gap
a czmllntlt with
a Border Patrol chief of his

own .
security and a

Border
“big beautiful wall” pad

Patrol chief says
he’s been forced out

Nieto on Thursday cancelled
a meeting with Trump.

Morgan was named to the
post in June and took office
in October. The former
FBI agent briefly led the
internal affairs department
at the Border Patrol’s parent
agency before heading the
agency of roughly 20,000
agents.

Gil Kerhikowske, who
hired Morgan when he
was commuissioner of U.S.
Customs and Border Protec-
tion, said he wasn't surprised
about the leadership change
and added: “1 have nothing
but good and positive things
to say about him.”

From the start, Morgan
w the Border

s , Which had
advocated for an insider to
lead the agency and sharply
criticized Morgan at almost
every tum.

The union was incensed
when Morgan, at a Senate
hearing Dec. |, said he sup-
ported a comprehensive im-
On:gm overhaul, which is

interpreted to include a
path to citizenship for people
who are in the il-
legally. Morgan his
remarks in a note to Border

Patrol staff the following
week, he does not

e umion, e Neonal”

Customs and Border Protection U S. Border Patrol Chief Mark

Morgan listens as he testifies during a hearing

of the Senate

Committee on Momeland Security and Governmental Alfairs on

Nov. 30 on Capitol Hill in Washington. Morgan

o leave and decided 10 resign on Jan. 26 rather than fight
10 & U.S. official who was on brief video con-

informed senior agents of the change.

request,
farence in which

‘ﬂﬁp with Tmmp. It was so
enamored with his stance
on security that it took the
unusual step of endorsing
him during the campaign
The endorsement was a

ip decision and not
decided on by a unionwide
vote. Union chief Brandon
Judd was part of Trump's
transition team.
“He didn’t know the job
to begin with,” Judd said in
an interview with the AP |ast
M'Whﬂiogﬂ(ma
tour of all the Border Patrol
sectofs to get an understand-
ing. We needed a chief to hit

said he was asked
the

week ago, the first message
on his new Twitter account
read, “Chief Morgan here —
excited to use this account
to share the latest news and
events of the #BorderPatrol
with followers.”

Chief Carla Pro-

the agency’s acting chief, ac-
cording to an internal memo
to agents in the Border
Patrol’s Tucson office that
was obtained by the AP.
Morgan’s ouster occurred
amid a shakeup across the

m;mm
| officials as

Thursday said several senior
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By Andrew
and Alicia
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
President Donald Trump’s
vow to accelerate con-
struction of a “contiguous,
ysical wall” the
ican border is slam-
ming into a Washington
reality — who's going to
pay for it and how?

Klot us, say the Mexi-
cans.

Instead, U.S. taxpayers
will foot the bill, starting
with money already in the

| Department of Homeland

Security account that
amounts to a small down
payment.

Then it's up to the
Republican-led Congress
to come up with $12 bil-
lion to $15 billion more,
according to an estimate
offered by Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell,
R-Ky., on Thursday from
a GOP issues retreat in
Philadelphia.

GOP leaders refused to

| commit to paying for the

' wall with spending cuts

elsewhere in the budget.
That could mean costs
would be paid for by add-

| ing to the government's

$20 trillion debt.

Press Secretary Sean
Spicer Thursday floated
the idea of a 20 percent
tariff on Mexican imports.

On Wednesday, Trump

. promised “immediate
' construction” would begin

on the border wall, teiling
ABC News that planning

' 18 starting immediately.

He again vowed that
Mexico would pay the
U.S. back, though he of-
fered no details.

It 1s true there 1s a small

- amount available now In

the Department of Home-
land Securnity accounts
dedicated to “border secu-
rity fencing, infrastructure,
and technology”™ — $100
milhon, by one congres-
stonal estimate — that
would permit work to get
immediately under way.
So far, thanks to spend-
ing in the late 2000s, Con-
gress has provided about
$2.3 billion to construct

. 654 miles of fencing and

vehicular blockades.

But Trump has promised
a wall, not just fencing,
and 1t's not a univer-
sally popular 1dea by any
stretch.

“The facts have not
changed. Building a wall
1S the most expensive and

| least effective way to se-

. cure the border,” said GOP
- Rep. Will Hurd, whose

sprawling West Texas
swing district encompasses
more than 800 miles of

. the border. “Many areas

Arll-mof'

in my district are perfect
examples of where a wall
1s unnecessary and would
negatively impact the envi-
ronment, private property
rights and economy.”

GOP members of the
appropriations committees
are more likely to take a
green eyeshade approach
to the money since they
are familiar with the likely
trade-offs.

“There's any number of
complications,” said Rep.
Harold Rogers, R-Ky.,
former House Appropna-
tions Committee Chair-
man, citing obstacles such
as Indian reservations and
national parks and forests.

And much of the

~ remaining 1,300 miles is

very rough terrain, with
steep construction COSsts

" and 2 limited return for the

dollar. “It's expensive and

in’s mmplicntcd."
Hundreds of miles of the

- border are so rugged and

' inhospitable that it doesn’t
. make sense to even Iry 1o

" build.

And in Texas, almost
all of the land along the

' border is priVllﬁlY_m-
When former President

Gem;ew.'ﬂushu'iqd
1o build border fencing
starting in 2006, he faced
stiff opposition from lo-
cal ranchers and farmers,
many of whom took the
government to court on
plans to use their land.

Grande, to ensure that the
structure doesn’t interfere
with the flow of the nver
or is built on solid ground.
The middle of the chan-
nel marks the internal
border and a 1970 treaty
with Mexico requires that
structures built there not
interfere with water flow.

“We have built a fence
along the border almost
as much as we possibly
can without violating
trnibal laws, environmental
requirements, and taking
over peoples personal,
private property,” said
Michelle Mrdeza, who
worked for the House Ap-
propriations panel during
the fence debate of the
mid-2000s.

The existing blockade
— roughly 350 miles to
block pedestnans and 300
miles to block vehicles
— has already been built
along the southem border.

That fencing was built
in the areas that are most
vulnerable to illegal cross-
INgs

“Insofar as the problem
1s a physical barmer, we've
basically addressed that
1ssue,” said Rep. David
Price, D-N.C., who chaired
the congressional panel
that funded the border
fence when Democrats
controlled Congress. “This
focus, this fixation on a
wall and pouring untold
billions of dollars into a
wall, is foolishness.”

Cost estimates prepared
a decade ago already var-
ied widely.

A 2009 Government
Accountability Office
analysis put costs at $6.5
million a mile for pedes-
trian fencing and $1.8 mil-
hon per mile for vehicular
plockades.

An actual wall con-
structed of concrete and
steel would be more costly
and difficult.

Trump has repeatedly
promised that Mexico will
pay for his wall, though
neither he nor his allies
in Congress are able to
articulate how.

The president of Mexico
's emphatic that his coun-
try will not pick up the tab.

“I regret and reject the
decision of the U.S. to
build the wall,” Mexican
President Enrique Pena
Nieto said W y
in a nationally televised
address in his country. “I
have said time and again,
Mexico will not pay for
any wall.”

Already, U.S. agencies
have been told to scrub
their for savings
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lhrmppmposes big “nporttax,mnngﬁghtmthMenco

ere is a change in the understanding that had

been in operation over the last 22 years, when
Mexico was considered a strategic
unilaterally broken with this way o

By Julie Pace and
erk Stevenson
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Determined to wall off
America’s border with
Mexico, Pluident Donald

'n-ump a diplo-
and a fresh

ﬁ'llt m trade Thursday

as the White House pro-

posed a 20 percent tax on

imports from the key U.S.

ally and Mexican Presi-

dent Enrique Pena Nieto

a y next

week's trip to Washington.

The s:'& fallout sig-
naled a remarkable souring
of relations between Wash-
ington and one of its mosi
important international
partners just days into the
new administration. The
U.S. and Mexico conduct
some $1.6 billion a day
in cross-border trade, and
cooperate on everything
from migration to anti-
drug nt to major
environmental issues.

At the heart of the dis-
pute is Trump's insistence
that Mexico will pay for
construction of the massive
wall he has promised along
the southern U.S. border.
Trump on Wednesday for-
mally ordered construction
of the wall.

The plan was a center-
piece of Trump's election
campaign, though he never
specified how Mexico
would fund the project
or how he would compel
payments if Pena Nieto's
government refused.

The two leaders had
been scheduled to discuss
the matter at the White

TomLinsON

From 1A

The same reason why
generals want to cut the
enemy'’s supply lines. It’s
a step to winning a larger
battle.

One look at the photos
coming from the Dakota
Access Pipeline protests
and anyone can see the po-
tential for great theater in
the fight to end America’s
dependence on fossil fuels.

Many landowners resent
pipeline operators because
they can use eminent
domain to force through
a new project, and that
produces a helpful David
and Goliath narrative.

When environmentalists
claim they are opposing
pipelines out of safety
concerns, though, they are
being dishonest.

They know full well that
Canadian o1l will reach
Gulf Coast refineries by
other means, and whether
it's by rail or barge, those
methods are much less
safe.

Confront an environ-
mentalist about this fact,
and they will acknowledge

(1]

it's Tree Trimming Time! |
Call us today to create the garden of

N WS

s

doing things.”

Trump has

Isidro Morales, political scientist at the Monterrey Institute of Technology and Higher Education

House next week. But
Pena Nieto took to Twitter
Thursday to say he had
informed the White House
he would not be coming.

In a speech in Philadel-
phia later Thursday, Trump
cast the cancellation as a
mutual decision. He said
that “unless Mexico is
going to treat the United
States fairly, with respect,
such a meeting would be
fruitiess, and | want to go a
different route. We have no
choice.”

On the flight back to
Washington, Trump's
spokesman told reporters
the president was consider-
ing the 20 percent import
tax to foot the bill, the
most specific proposal
Trump has ever floated for
how to cover a project esti-
mated to cost between $12
billion and $15 billion.

“By doing that, we can
do $10 billion a year and
casily pay for the wall just
through that mechanism
alone,” Spicer said. “This
1s something that we ve
been in close contact with
both houses in moving for-
ward and creating a plan.”

Spicer said Trump was
looking at taxing imports
on all countries the U.S
has trade deficits with, but
he added, “Right now we

that what they really want
15 to shut down the produc-
tion of o1l from Canada’s
lar sands because 1t is sO
much more polluting than
other grades of oil.

While | am sympathetic
to that cause, because |
acknowledge the reality of
climate change, it doesn'!

excuse their anti-democrat-

IC strategy

The people of Canada
support mining oil from
tar sands. and even left-
leaning, pro-environment
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau 1s not going to
stop them

The truth 1s that wealthy
countries are addicted to
oil, and just like with the
drug war, trying to block
the movement of o1l 1s a
fool’s errand

Activists who oppose
fossil fuels need to take a
more intellectually honest
and democratic approach
by changing people's
minds

For example, they can
politically organize to
help Trudeau phase-out tar
sands ol

Or help develop alter-
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President Donald Trump points to guests upon his arrival Thurs-

day at Andrews Air Force One, Md. Trump is returni
deiphia after speaking to the House and Senate GO

at their annual policy retreat

are focused on Mexico.”

But the announcement
sparked immediate confu-
sion across Washington,
and the White House tried
to backtrack. During a
hastily arranged briefing
in the West Wing, chief of
staff Reince Priebus said a
20 percent import tax was
one idea in “a buffet of op-
tions” to pay for the border
wall.

A 20 percent tanft
would represent a huge tax
Increase on imports to the
U.S., raising the likelihood
of costs being passed on to
consumers. Half of all non-
agnicultural goods enter the
U.S. duty free, according

native technologies that
consumers will prefer to
oil-burning cars and trucks

Or better yet, sell that
|0-year old Japanese car
that so many environmen-
talists drive and buy an
American-made electric
car.

We are already seeing
the beginning of the end of
the combustion engine, and
| think Americans will buy
electric cars 1n ever-larger
numbers.

But putting people s
lives at nsk to speed up
that process does not help
1o overcome the technoiog-
ical and economic reasons
It can’t happen any faster

So yes, build the pipe-
lines because safety musit
come first

If you want to change
the world, you have (O
change one mind at a ime
with reason and oppor-
tunity, not protests and
lawsuits

That's the only hope tor
change that will last longer
than a single president s
time in office

i
i

from Phila-
lawmakers

to the office of the U .S
Trade Representative. The
other half face import tar-
iffs averaging 2 percent
Mexican Foreign
Relations Secretary Luis
Videgaray said Thursday,
“A tax on Mexican imports
to the United States is not
a way to make Mexico pay
for the wall, but to a way
make the North Amen-
can consumer pay for 1t
through more expensive
avocados, washing ma-
chines, televisions.”
Mexico 1s one of Amern-
ca's biggest trade partners,
and the U.S. is the No. |
buyer from that country.
accounting for about 80

FromlA
about three days in com-
munity engagement, which
included talking to parents,
staff and students

They said one-on-one
interviews and focus groups
would be possible. An on-

line survey also will be used.

they said.
When board members
asked about these outsider

\

M1} 4 to Midl:
March 5th at

percent of Mencm ex-

A
chmgmg
o thc U S. economy and
dimtmm for Mcxico‘:.

‘,(Il'

Menco s emnomy would
surely more people
10 risk lon, jail or
even death to somehow
cross the border to the U.S
— undercutting Trump's
major goal of stopping il-
legal immigration.

House GOP lawmak-
ers and aides interpreted
Spicer’s comments on a
..8 percent border tax as
an endorsement of a key

plank of their own tax plan,

which Speaker Paul Ryan
has been working to sell to
the president. The House

GOP “border adjustability”

approach would tax im-
ports and exempt exports
as a way of trying to help
U.S. exporters and raise
revenue.

Earlier this month,
Trump called that concept
confusing. And during the
White House's clean-up
efforts Thursday, Spicer
wouldn’t say whether

Trump agreed with the bor-

der adjustment tax being
considered by the House
GOP.

The new president has
previously raised the pros-
pect of slapping taniffs on
imports, but had not sug-
gested 1t as a way (o pay
for the border wall

There’s also disagree-
ment within his new
administration over the
effectiveness of tanffs
in general. Wilbur Ross,
Trump’c nominee for com-
merce secretary, dismissed
tanfts for trade negotia-

interviewers, HYA ofhcials
said the board would be
putting limitations on the
candidate pool and that
“supenntendent candidates
put more trust in board
members.

They said conhdentiality
1s expected because search
firms often have to recruit
people to interview because
some of the most qualihed
potential applicants are

Spiked dog collars were invented in Ancient Greece to protect dogs throats from wolves!
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1930 Act “didn’t
work well then and it

vcry hh:y wouldn 't work

Pcm Nieto has faced
intense pressure at home
over his response 10
Trump’s aggressive stance
toward his country. Until
this week, Mexico had
tried its traditional ap-
proach of quiet, cautious
diplomacy combined with
back-room discussions,
sending Cabinet officials
for talks with the Trump
administration.

But that changed when
Trump decided to an-
nounce his border wall
on Wednesday — the
same day that two senior
Mexican Cabinet ministers
armived in Washington for
preliminary talks ahead of
what was to be a presi-
dential tete-a-tete. Many
Mexicans were affronted
by the timing, and Pena
Nieto faced a firestorm of
criticism at home

The diplomatic row
recalls the rocky days of
U.S.-Mexico relations
in the 1980s, prior to the
North American Free
ITrade Agreement, a pact
that Trump has vigorously
crnticized

“There 1s a change In
the understanding that had
been 1n operation over the
last 22 years, when Mexico
was considered a strategic
ally,” said Isidro Morales
a political scientist at the
Monterrey Institute of
Technology and Higher
Education. “Irump has
unilaterally broken with
this way of doing things.

happy where they are nght
now. They might not want
people in their community
to know they are consider
ing Midland

“Of the si1x most recent
searches we have been 1n
volved in, five of the six did
not apply for the job. said
Peter Flynn. HYA semior as
sociate. ““That 1s parnt of the
recruitiment process.

b




B Until now. no one was there to
protect small stores from Amazon
or Wal-Mart

hen the president speaks of
closed factories scattered like
“tombstones” across America,
has he noticed the shuttered stores in
shopping centers, and entire malls reduced
to rubble? He promises “protection” to
prevent foreigners from “destroying” man-
ufacturing jobs by exporting to America
things that Americans want to import.
Does he know that one American compa-
ny might be “destroying” more American
jobs than China is? And that this supposed
destruction is beneficial’

August that it would close another 100

of its remaining 730 stores, now says it
will shed 10,000 jobs. Sears, which is 13
decades old and still has 1,600 stores, has
lost $9 billion in five years, has closed 500
stores and is closing another 150 (includ-

ing some Kmarts).
Sears stores in American downtowns,

Trump’s protectionism has impact on future

jobs — those of black-
buggy makers, etc. — the holders

of which moved on, and usually up.

Writing at MarketWatch, Rex Nutting

argues that as Amazon revolutionizes

consumer behavior, it “is going to destroy

talization: $388 billion), created by Jeft
Bezos. He owns The Washington Post,
which syndicates this column, but it is for
revolutionizing retailing that he ranks in
the Pantheon of American business. He
belongs there with Richard Warren Sears,
Alvah Curtis Roebuck, Aaron Montgom-
ery Ward and Sam Walton, all of whom
were constructively disruptive retailers,
ind were as important in the nation's com-
nercial history as were Henry Ford, Steve
Jobs and Bill Gates

haliday season surged 19 percent over the
year before, which is one factor explain-
ing this: Macy s, after announcing in

The company is Amazon (market capi-

In 2016, online buying dunng the

—— e — — —_————

OPINION EXTRA o

Trump undoes Obama’s
oily moves on Dakota, |
Keystone XL pipelines

t was a harm-Amenca-hrst tactic, the Obama administration s

sabotage of the Keystone XL pipeline. Keeping it from being

built was anti-energy. anti-jobs, anti-consumer, anti-science.
anti-security and anti-fnendship with Canada. President Obama gol
in the way to please environmental lobbyists 1n a swamp that. 1n
this respect. at least. President Donald Trump 1s draining

On Tuesday. this new president of ours signed executive o1
ders remember them'’ to restart work on the pipeline from
Alberta. Canada. to Texas retinenes as well as on the Dakota
Access pipeline also halted for insupportable reasons. The State
Department stull has1eview work 10 do on Keyston- XL.. bul

guess what'’

It investigated the project years ago., loads of scientists took part,
volumes of details were produced and the environmentalist worry
about climate CONSEYUCNLCS Was dismissed

[-ven if the crude o1l was not used 1in America, the department
noted. 1t would be used by some other country such as China,
meaning that the greenhouse gas emissions would stull make then
way to the atmosphere. And while the pipeline would blessedly de
hver 830.000 economy-boosting barrels a day to meet our undeni-
able energy needs, the actual chmate effect would be scientifically
verthable Spiian the ocean

It 18 also sard that pipelines have leaks, and some do. but we have
) S mulbion miles of them in the United Stwaies. there happen to be
and 1t we decided that thas [hlr'liLllldI rnsk
Worry about: giving up

risks with everything
wias too much., we would hay
our modern way ot life

'he benefits. meanwhile. would include thousands of con
struction jobs. and. oh. so what, some say. noting they would be
temporary. Right They would be. Projects get completed. Should
wWe IhL‘H‘hlI;‘ L!‘“” LNHIHIHF copstruction 1nh-, 1N Oul L'H‘IP‘U}H]L‘HI
hgures” By environmentalist calculations, | guess so.

Other pluses: This infrastructure project. being undertaken by a
private Canadian company. won’t cost the United States much of
anything. Gas prices could come down some and. the Wall Street
Journal notes. local communities will get tax benefits in the mil-
ions. As a National Review writer has pointed out, this o1l will be
cheaper than the oil we get from the Middle East. It will be more
secure. And it will be a boon tor our ally and biggest trading part-
ner. namely Canada 1

So what about the Dakota Access pipeline” Despite a court
ruling. the Ubama administration blocked 1t, too, because of op
nosition from the Standing Rock Sioux tribe feaning destruction of
sacred grounds. We all know what horrible things have been done
1o Native Amencans over the years, and sy IH;HIIh} was inevitable.

But. please note, the pipeline does not touch their reservation
and the company butlding 1t went out of its way to identity 149
culturally sensitive sites. making sure nothing would be done to
disturb any of them. The Sioux were invited by the company and
public officials to come and talk and didn’t. At some point, you say
case closed. as a federal judge 1n tact dud

Remember, too. that the project generated jobs in North Dakota,
where the pipeline begins. and that energy will be supplied to 1l
linois. where 1t ends

Along with announcing these moves forward in the interest of
the country, Trump also scribbled his signature on another execu- |
tive order. It 1old regulators to refashion an infrastructure permit-

¢ dnother to

=

and the Sears catalogue that put down-
town goods within reach of rural America
(3 million catalogues were distributed in
1907, when the nation’s population was
87 million), caused difficulties for older
retailers. In the second half of the 20th
century, Wal-Marts at the edge of towns
caused difficulties for downtown retatlers
with pre-modern — meaning pre-Wal-Mart
— global supply chains. Now Amazon 1s
forcing Wal-Mart to master online retailing.
Although e-commerce was just 8
percent of all 2016 retail sales, it came
disproportionately at the expense of Sears,
Macy's and other “anchor tenants™ that
draw foot traffic from which other mall re-
tailers benefit. When Amazon recently an-

ting process that 1s unforgivably costly, takes forever and is more
than occasionally irrelevant to anything. It’s not in the nature of
bureaucracy to give up such delights, but maybe we will see some
Progress

I'rump. hardly bumble-free in his first days in office, has just
undone a couple of Obama legacies that put America last, or some-
Ihlng close to that

— Jay Ambrose, Tribune News Service

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency

more American jobs than China ever

as many workers to sell $100 worth of

reports that “the typical online retailer

stores.
All of which raises a question: Why

advertising budget, opens next to, and
causes the closing of, Madge's Diner,

B ‘America First” will test and possibly
abandon the giobal leadership that made
America exceptional

he ﬂUI‘T} of bold executive orders and of
*highly provocative Cabinet nominations
(such as a secrelany of education who actu
ally believes in school choice) has been encourag
ing to conservative skeptics of Donald Trump. But
it shouldn’t erase the troubling memory of one
major element of Trump’s inaugural address

The foreign policy section has received far
less attention than so revolutionary a declaration
deserved. It radically redefined the Amencan na-
tional interest as understood since World War 1l

Trump outlined a world 1in which foreign
relations are collapsed into a zero-sum game
They gain. we lose. As in: “For many decades.
we've enriched foreign industry at the expense of
American industry; subsidized the armies of othe
countries” while depleting our own. And mos!
provocatively this: “The wealth of our middle
class has been ripped from their homes and then
redistributed all across the world.

JFK's inaugural pledged to support any fnend
and oppose any foe to assure the success of libert)
Note that Trump makes no distinction between
friend and foe (and no reference to liberty)
They're all out to use, exploit and surpass us

No more, declared Trump: “From this day for
ward, it's going to be only America First.

Imagine how this resonates abroad. “"Ameria
First” was the name of the organization led by
Charles Lindbergh that bitterly fought FDR before
U.S. entry into World War 11 — right through
the Battle of Britain — to keep America neutral
between Churchill’s Britain and Hitler's Reich.

Not that Trump was consciously imitating
Lindbergh. | doubt he was even aware of the refer-
ence. He just liked the phrase. But | can assure
you that in London and in every world capital the)
are aware of the antecedent and the intimations of
a new American isolationism. Trump gave them
good reason to think so, going on to note “the
right of all nations to put their own interests first.
America included.

Some claim that putticg America first is a
reassertion of American exceptionalism. On the
contrary. it is the antithesis. It makes America no
different from all the other countries that define
themselves by a particularist blood-and-soil

nationalism. What made America exceptional,
unique in the world, was defining its own national
interest beyond its narrow economic and security
needs to encompass the safety and prosperity of a
vast array of alhes. A free world marked by open
trade and mutual defense was President Truman's

did.” If so, the “problem” is productivity.
Nutting says “Amazon needs about half

merchandise as Macy’s does.” The Times

generates $1,267,000 in sales per employ-
ee versus $279,000 at bricks-and-mortar

should manufacturing jobs lost to foreign
competition be privileged by protectionist
policies in ways that jobs lost to domestic
competition are not? When an Applebee s
or Olive Garden, powered by a national

why does Madge not merit protection? Or
the Trade Adjustment Assistance that is
available for workers, firms, farmers, even
communities that can plausibly claim to
have been otherwise injured by foreign
compefition or outsourcing of jobs?”

The reason is this: Domestic protection
of Madge and millions of others unsettied
by the constant churning of a dynamic
domestic economy would mean slow
economic growth — and rapid growth of
government as it regulates consumers’
choices and their consequences. But pro-
tection from imports also means this.

Reactionary liberalism has long held,
and today's faux conservatism agrees, that
existing jobs should be protected by poli-
cies that reduce the economic dynaimism
that threatens those jobs. Such protec-
tion means a net decrease in jobs but an
increase in the self-esteem of blinkered
protectionists who see the jobs “saved”
but not those which, as a result of lost
dynamism, are lost or never created.

Macy'’s flagship Manhattan store was
one reason Gimbels’ nearby flagship
closed, after 76 years, in 1986. This,
even though in 1945 Gimbels had been
America’s first merchant to offer “a fan-
tastic, atomic era, miraculous pen.” It was
a ballpoint.

Will the winner of the once-famous
Macy's versus Gimbels rivalry always be
with us? Probably not, which is rrobably
good.

CHARLES
KRAUTHAMMMER

Washington Post Wraters Group

vision, shared by ¢very president since

Untl now

Some have argued that Trump 18 just danghing a
bargaining chip to negotiate better terms of trade
or alliance Or that Trump’s views are so change
able and unstable — telling European newspapers
two weeks ago that NATO 1s obsolete and then
saying “NATO is very important to me that
this 1s just another unmoored entry on a ledger of
confusion

But both claims are demonstrably wrong. An n
augural address is no off-the-cuff nft. These words
are the product of at least three weeks ot dehiber
ate crafung for an address that Trump said would
express his philosophy. Moreover, to remove any
ambiguity, Trump prefaced his "Amenca hrst
proclamation with: “From this day forward. a new
vision will govern our land.

Trump's vision misupderstands the logic under
lying the far larger, far-reaching view of Truman
The Marshall Plan took wealth away from the
American middle class and distnbuted 1t abroad
But for a reason. Altruism. in part. But mostly to
stabilize Western Europe as a bulwark against an
existential global enemy.

We carried many free riders throughout the Cold
War. The burden was heavy. But this was not a
mindless act of charity; it was an exercise in en-
lightened self-interest. After all. it was indeed bet
ter to subsidize foreign armies — German, South
Korean. Turkish and dozens of others — and have
them stand with us, rather than stationing even
more American troops everywhere around the
world at greater risk of both blood and treasure.

We are embarking upon insularity and small-
ness. Nor is this just theory. Trump's long-prom-
ised but nonetheless abrupt withdrawal from the
Trans-Pacific Partnership is the momentous firs
fruit of his foreign policy doctrine. Last year the
prime minister of Singapore told John McCain
that if we pulled out of TPP “you'll be finished in
Asia” He knows the region

For 70 years, we sustained an international
system of open commerce and democratic alli-
ances that has enab.>d America and the West to
grow and thrive. Global leadership is what made
America great. We abando<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>