Children talk with Santa
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republics forge pact

Slavic leaders: Soviet Union no longer exists

N.Y. Times News Service
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ly he would resign if the republics
did not agree to join a new form of
the Soviet Union by the end of the
year. He made no immediate com-
ment to the Slavie states’ an-
nouncement, although he warned
in a prerecorded broadcast inter-
view that such moves could lead to
civil war.

Secretary of State James A. Bak-
er IIl expressed similar concerns in
a Washington interview. Now that
‘the Soviet Union as we have
known it no longer exists,” Baker

MOSCOW — Russia, Ukraine and
Byelorussia established a common-
wealth of independent nations
Sunday and declared that the Sovi-
et Union no longer existed.

The three Slavic republics,
which account for more than 70
percent of the population of what
used to be the Soviet Union, made
their decision at a closed meeting
in Byelorussia to which Soviet
President Mikhail S. Gorbachev
was not invited.

Superpower army draws U.S. concern

By T. Elaine Carey
N.Y. Times News Service

MOSCOW — The Soviet Union has ceased
to exist, but what happens to the superpow-
er army of millions of men and weapons?

The army could be the one organization
that either prevents or causes a bloody dis-
integration of the Soviet Union.

It is getting special attention from US.
officials including Secretary of State James

A. Baker III, who said Sunday that there
was a danger of violence as the former su-
perpower breaks up.

“We really do run the risk of seeing a
situation created there not unlike what
we've seen in Yugoslavia — with nuclear
weapons thrown in.” Baker said on the CRBS
television show “Face the Nation.”.

“That could be an extraordinarily dan-

Please see ARMY/2A

teristics of battlefields,

with brass knuckles,

ns, knives, metal stars, and even

Bush son’s role
~ WASHINGTON — It was the

White chief of staff John
‘Sununu about his eroding support
among top Republicans. And it
will be the other George Bush
who'll have a leading role in the
president’s re-election campaign.
George W. Bush, the oldest of
the mtm ﬂu children, is a

- Texas oilman and co-owner of :
the Texas Rangers baseball team.
He's also “the president’'s one
and only vitimate confidant,”’ an of-
ficial said./TA

“New blood drive
lmm are scrambling

10 recruit donors to offset a de-
~ cline in supply that is being
‘blamed on more intensive medical
screenings of potential donors
imposed as a result of technology
and the threat of AIBS. Within
‘weeks, the American Red Cross
will begin a nationwide public
service campaign to cull more do-
nors and educdte citizens that
40,000 units of blood are needed
daily. Only 3 percent to 5 per-
cent of the population actually do-
nates, officials say. “‘Demand is
not declining, and we're counting

. on those who are donating to
donate more frequently,”’ said An-
drew Foster, community rela-
tions director of the American Red
Cross, Los Angeles and Ornnm
counties region./TA
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Dallas Times
Herald prints
its final issue

B 112-year-old newspaper
agrees to $55 million buyout
by crosstown rival.

Associated Press

DALLAS — The Dallas Times Herald’s
reporters worked on the newspaper'’s fi-
nal edition Sunday after it agreed to a
$55 million -
buyout by cross- Il Reaction/38
town rival The
Dallas Morning News, ending a bitter
competition that lasted 106 years.

The 112-year-old Times Herald said it
would publish its last edition today. The
Morning News will be delivered to all
Times Herald subscribers beginning
Tuesday.

“This recession has been especially dif-
ficult for media companies and particu-
larly hard on the second newspaper com-
pany in a market,” said John Buzzetta,
publisher of the Times Herald, which has
been sold twice in the past five years.

“This action was inevitable,” Buzzetta
said. “In the last year we approached
more than 100 potential mvestors or buy-
ers for this newspaper.’

Roy E. Bode, the Times Herald'’s edi-
tor, said the paper had been on the brink
of bankruptcy.

“Through it all, however, thanks to a

Please see ISSUE/2A

Socialist Party

rebukes Japan
for WWI role

TOKYO (NYT) — In a rebuke to the
government of Prime Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa, the Socialist opposition in Ja-
pan on Sunday said that the nation had
“turned its back on the historical truth”
by refusing to “sincerely apologize” for
Its aggressive behavior in World War 11

“Words of apology, however genuine
they may be, cannot erase the past
curses of the victims,” said Makoto Tan-
abe, the Socialist Party chairman, in a
speech intended as a rebuttal to recent

Please see REBUKES/2A

Midlander Loyd Lawson, sitting in his 14-year-old
son Rob’s bedroom, discusses how he and his fam-

By Myra Lee Salcedo
Staff Writer

Christmas is approaching and green
ribbons are tied to trees in front of the
Loyd Lawson house on Neely Street.
But the green ribbons aren’t there as a
holiday decoration.

Students from San Jacinto Junior
High School acquired the ribbon — in
one of their school colors — and tied
bows to the trees in a show of faith and
support for one of their own.

They symbolize the students’ emo-
tional support for Rob Lawson, 14. Rob
— the victim of a Sept. 11 shooting
accident — has been in a coma since he
took a gunshot blast in the mouth and
jaw area of his face.

The accident occurred in the master
bedroom of the Lawson home. A 12
gauge shotgun discharged after Rob’s
older brother, Rick, 15, removed it

Smlth trial prosecutor
challenges testimony

B Defendant is expected to testify

sometime later this week.

By David Margolick

N.Y. Times News Service

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — The materials found in
the underwear of the woman who has accused William
K. Smith of rape probably came from the béach rather
than the lawn at the rear of the Kennedy compound, a
forensics expert called by the defense testified Sunday.

But the prosecutor in the case, Moira K. Lasch. im-
mediately challenged the usefulness of the finding.
Her vigorous cross-examination was one more remind-
er that despite the tens of thousands of dollars that the -
defense has spent on expert evidence, the case will
probably end up just as it began: as Smith's word

against his accuser’s.

Kimberly Bergalis -

Please see 1RIAL 2A

%

Gorbachev, 60, has said repeated-

i

The boys are still
trying to deal with it, to
figure it out.’

Loyd Lawson, victim's father

from a case to clean it.

“He thought the gun had all the
shells out of it,” said the boys’ father,
Loyd Lawson. “He had pumped the
gun several times and the shell was
stuck. Then it disengaged.”

Lawson and his wife, Beverly, were
teaching a Sunday school class the
night of the accident. Their youngest
of three sons, Jeff, 12, was at a baseball
game. The couple had decided to stay
after Sunday school for a dinner at the
church. They sent Rob and Rick home
to do homework.

Please see PACT/2A

Pam Hults Reporter-Telegram

ily have dealt with the Sept. 11 shooting accident
that has left the teen in a coma.

Gun accident, son’s coma bind family

“We drove up after the fact,” Law-
son said. “We were met by police at
our front door.”

Lawson said he later learned the gun
had jammed with a shell in it. “But
Rick was negligent,” he said, speaking
barely audibly. “The safest thing to do
IS never to point a gun at anyone,
whether it’s loaded or not.”

The father allows that an accident of
this type “can happen to anyone.”

“Since the accident, I have heard
horror stories from adults about guns
misfiring, and hunting accidents,” he
said.

Lawson said his sons have all |
hunting with him and are knowle
able about handling guns. He said
taught them gun safety through a
gradual process that involved hunting
one season without a gun, hunting an-

Please see ACCIDENT /2A l

Symbol of AIDS-test
debate is dead at 23

By Bruce Lambert _ 5
N.Y. Times News Sewicg

Kimberly Bergalis, who stirred a national debate over
AIDS testing when she became the first known case of a
patient contracting the virus from a health care worker,
died Sunday at her home in Fort Pierce, Fla. She was 23.

Her lawyer,

Robert Montgomery, announced her

death from the disease. He quoted her flther as saying,
“Kimberly is not going to suffer any more

Ms. Bergalis became the poignant symbol of a scientif-
ic mystery and a continuing debate over the risk of
infection in health care settings and what to do about it.

“This is a testimony to the disgraceful

practice of

health-care professionals who put their patients’ lives in

g Jeopardy by continuing to perform invasive procedures
AP Laserphote WNeEN they are infected,” Montgomery said.

Please see BERGALIS/2A
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WEATHER SUMMARY
Expect some clouds, low 60s
Staff Report

Today's forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a high in the low 80s
and northeast winds at 5 to 15 mph Tonight should be partly cloudy
with a low in the mid-to-upper 30s, according 1o the National Weather
Service in Midland

Tuesday should be sunny with a high in the low 60s.

After an overnight low of 51, Sunday’s high reached 62 compared
with the record high for that date of 83 set in 1977. The record low for
that date is 13 set in 1978

STATE

A cold front moved south across the Texas Panhandle on Sunday, and
scattered showers and thunderstorms developed across North Texas.

Skies were mostly cloudy across South Texas mostly sunny in the
north half of West Texas and rainy in the southern half of West Texas.

Temperatures Sunday were mostly in the 60s in West Texas, except
for a few 50s in the mountains of far West Texas. Winds were variable at
10 to 15 mph.

The National Weather Service said skies should be partly cloudy
through Tuesday with a slight chance of showers. Highs should be in the
50s and 60s, with lows in the 30s.

Southerly winds breezed across South Texas at 5 to 15 mph, bringing
in low level moisture from the Gulf of Mexico. Temperatures Sunday in
South Texas ranged from around 70 in the northern sections to the low
80s in the Rio Grande Valley.

Southerly winds were common across the greater part of North Texas
except for the western sections where west to northwest winds were
noted due to the influence of a trough of low pressure in the area. Wind
speeds were mainly in the 5 to 15 mph range.

The forecast for North Texas was for scattered showers, ending by
Monday afternoon, with lower temperatures today. Highs should range
from 50 in the west to 73 in the east, with lows in the 30s and 40s.

NATION
Thunderstorms from a cold front dumped heavy rain over the Missis-
sippi Valley on Sunday. Snow was scattered over the Northwest and
Minnesota.
Rain fell over northeastern Missouri, southeastern lowa and west-
central [llinois. The cold front also scattered thunderstorms and show-
ers from southwest Texas to southern Oklahoma.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
Midland statistics

MATIONAL WEATHER SERWVICE READINGS

Yesterday s Hagh 82 degrees
OvermgM L ow 61 degrees
FORECAST Sunse! 0dey 648 pm
Today Partly clowdy. high i the lower 808 north- Senriee 10MOr Ow 737 am
sast winds ot 518 mph Precipitation
Tomsght Pertly cicudy Oow @ the med 1o wppe: 308 Last 24 hows. 0.03 mches
This moath 1o daile 003 inches
Yoar to date ... .. . 2120 mches
LOCAL TEMPERATURES.
dpm . a3 e am 52
T pm.. a7 T am 52
S pm 58 Bam 53
Ppm L Pam 87
W pm 52 W0 am 58
’ i1pm 53 i1 am &0
- eONIGh 83 OO L]
show- 1 am 53 1pm 5
- 2 am 83 2pm 58
vy 2am 53 3 pm 67
4 am 81 d pm 58
6 am 53 Spm &7
epm 58

Texas temperatures
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ISSUE: Newspaper sells
assets to crosstown rival

weren't disclosed.
DTH was the parent company of
Times Herald Printing Co., which

published the newspaper.

(From 1A)

wonderful and very talented
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PACT: Three republics form commonwealth

(From 1A)

ARMY: Civilians treat o

(From 1A)

gerous situation for Europe and
for the rest of the world and in-
deed for the United States,” Baker
said.

Most politicians — the Soviet
Union’s most powerful democratic
leader, Russian President Boris
Yeltsin; beleaguered Soviet Presi-
dent Mikhail S. Gorbachev, and
traditional communists — agree
that paying the army more quick-
ly is the only way to blunt its dan-

REBUKES:

(From 1A)

government statements. “But fail-

ure to a will erase the
bright future courses of the for-
mer aggressor.”

Tanabe’s comments were the
most sweeping denunciation in Ja-
pan of the statements by
Miyazawa, Foreign Minister Mi-
chio Watanabe and others last
week expressing general sorrow
and regret over suffering in the

BERGALIS:

(From 1A)

But others said that Ms. Bergalis
stirred unwarranted panic and
that her case, in which it is still
uncertain exactly how she con-
tracted the virus that causes AIDS,
diverted attention from the far
more common spread of AIDS by
unprotected sex and sharing taint-
ed needies in abuse.

the Soviet Union to join their new
commonweaith. They announced
that the Byelorussian capital of
Minsk — not Moscow — s 10 be
capital of the commonweaith.

The three Slavic leaders were

ly that they have little choice but
to go along.

Clearly trying to put the West at
ease, the three leaders said they

ger Lo security.

Where leaders will find the
money to do that in a virtually
bankrupt country isn't at all clear.

Air Force Major Vitaly Kazakov,
32, has moved his wife and two
children three times in the last 18
months. They now live here in a
single dormitory room measuring
107 square feet, sharing a kitchen
and toilet with 16 other families.

Kazakov's 11-year-old son and 9
year-old daughter always get put

i

the 12 Soviet republics into a
union that would preserve some
centralized powers. It also ap-
peared to complete his descent
from the Nobel Peace Prize-win-
- ning statesman who led the worild

from the brink of superpower con-

in the worst classes at school, be-
cause teachers know they will not

be staying long.

“I'm well off,” Kazakov said
with a smile. He is right; he is bet-
ter off than most Soviet officers.
The Air Force traditionally has
been the most respected and pro-
{essional branch of the armed ser-
vices, and therefore the best treat-
ed. Thousands of officers and
their families have no housing at
all.

frontation to a discredited, and
soon to be jobless, politician.

An interview with Gorbachev
recorded Saturday and aired on
national television Sunday rein-
forced the sense that he had lost
touch with political reality.

“] am sure the union will be
maintained,” Gorbachev said.
“The Union is a reality that has

‘been forged over thousands of

years. | don't believe it can fall
apart just like that”

Gorbachev said the move to dis-
mantle the Soviet Union could
lead to civil war.

“The of disintegration
has reached a limit beyond which

it risks becoming dangerous,” he
said.

ficers with little respect

and vehicles but not on us. It
should be the other way around,”

apartmen
and his family of three.
On top of their wretched living

ger. Civilians treat them with little
respect, Kazakov said.

Conservatives opposed apology

war but falling short of an out-
right apology.

The Socialist leader said his
speech was addressed not only to
American victims at Pearl Harbor
and in the war generally, but to
Asian and victims, mil-
lions of Chinese and Korean
forced laborers, and the many Ko-
rean and Chinese women drafted
as prostitutes.

He called on Tokyo to pay repa-
rations to individuals in Asian

a bill for such policies.

“l did not do anything wrong,
yet ] am being made to suffer like

countries, a step again rejected by
Miyazawa in Parliament last week
on the ground that compensation
had already been paid to govern-
ments directly.

Tanabe’s statement was also
aimed at filling what Socialists
said was a void left by the failure
in Parliament of a proposed reso-
lution expressing regret over the
war on the eve of the 50th anni
versary of the attack on Pearl Har-
bor. The resolution’s failure was a

and advocates for AIDS patients.

Opponents of the proposed reg-
ulation argued that the Florida
case remained an anomaly, that
thousands of patients of other doc-
tors with AIDS were tested and
found uninfected, and that new
rules were not needed. They said
the proposals would unfairly de-

- stroy the careers of infected

health workers and waste millions
of dollars that would be better

" spent on other AIDS preventives.

Ms. Bergalis traced her infection
to her dentist, Dr. David J. Acer of
Stuart, Fla. He was a bisexual who
continued practicing dentistry
several years after learning he
was infected with HIV, the virus
that causes AIDS. There was no
rule obligating him to tell patients.

When Ms. Bergalis' case was di-

major setback for leaders of the
ruling Liberal Democratic Party.

The resolution, intended to be
unanimous, died because no
agreement was reached over its
wording. Socialists wanted some-
thing strong, but conservatives in
the ruling party opposed any ex-
pression of regret, especially after
President Bush rejected the idea
of apologizing for the atomic
bomb attacks on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki at the end of the war.

AIDS sufferer stirred national debate

ily also urged testing of patients to

protect doctors.
In a dramatic moment, the frail

Acer told health investi-
gators that he did not believe he

had infected anyone. But he final-

ly notified his patients anyway, an-
nouncing his iliness just before he
died Sept. 3, 1980.

Testing of hundreds of his pa-
tients found four more who were
infected with the same strain of
HIV as his and who had no other
risks.

Experts are still mystified how
those infections occurred. The
most common speculations are
that Acer bled from a cut in his
hands or used instruments that
had punctured his skin or were
not sterilized after use on another
infected patient. Co-workers and
patients gave conflicting state-
ments on the cleanliness of his

tﬂhnkl“e v

TRIAL: Prosecutor challenges expert's finding

(From 1A)

Smith is expected to testify
sometime later this week.

Jay Siegel, a professor of foren-
sic sciences at Michigan State Uni-
versity, told the Palm Beach Coun-
ty Circuit Court that the aterials
he examined consisted of quartz
sand and crushed sea shells, and
contained virtually none of the
humus found on the lawn where
the accuser had said Smith tackled
and raped her.

Smith had said the two had con-
sensual sex on the beach, making
the presence of sand potentially
significant. But under Mrs. Lasch’s
questions, Siegel acknowledged
that he could not pinpoint where

the sand had actually originated,
and that it could have been on the

. -lawn’s surface or even carried up

ACCIDENT:

(From 1A)

from the beach by Smith, who had
just emerged from a dip in the

ocean.

“Wouldn't you agree that a 6
foot-2, 200-pound man running up
a beach is going to churn up some
sand?” she asked.

“Yes,” Mr. Siegel replied.
"“And if the defendant was wet
and running up the beach, kicking
up sand, some of that could stick
to his body, couldn’t it?”

“Yes, | would say so, as long as
he was wet.”

“And some of that sand could
stick to his penis if it was wet,
couldn’t it, doctor?”

“It's part of his body, yes.”

“He might have even fallen once
or twice and hit his hand on the
beach, there’s no way for you to
know?”

“l have no idea.”

“Assume that the defendant
took down a woman on the east
lawn of the Kennedy estate at that
time and raped her, some of the
sand from his body could be trans-
ferred” onto the victim, Mrs.
Lasch then asked.

“Depends on where he made
contact and what part of the per-
son you're talking about,” Siegel
replied.

“Well, say he couldn’t get his pe-
nis in her at first and used his
hand to manipulate the body and
had sand on his hand?”

“l guess so, yes.”

And if he had sand on his penis,
she then asked.

“Yes, | think so, yes,” the doctor
sald. “Common sense.”

Siegel said he visited the estate,
trowel and Zip-loc bags in hand, in

July, four months after the moon-
lit night in March when, the accus-
er says, the rape occurred.

He took three samples from var-
jous parts of the beach and five

from the lawn area. Only the ma-
terials in the beach samples resem-

bled the smooth, white and pale
yellow grains of quartz, rounded
over time by water and wind, and

. darker fragments of pulverized

sea shells removed from the wo-
man's dress and panties.

On crossexamination, he also
acknowledged that 20 percent of
the lawn consisted of sand.

When Siegel completed his testi-
mony, the defense called Stephen
Barry, an assistant district attor-
ney in Manhattan and a house-
guest at the Kennedy compound
on Easter weekend.

Students’ bows show faith, support

“The boys are still trying to deal
with it, to figure it out,” he said.
“And, in some ways, we have been
drawn closer. God has made His
presence known through other
people directly and indirectly.

the community support — in
terms of prayers, phone calls,
cards and even financial support

- has been amazing.”
The father said he was touched

"He said that Rob was an accom-
plished baseball player and was

the eighth-grade quarterback for
the San Jacinto football team.

“We have taken his special base-
ball bats and gloves up to Dallas,”
Lawson said, noting that the pres-
ence of familiar items — and peo-
ple — have been known to help

bring patients out of comas.
While the family has attempted

eryone know Rob is making pro-
gress. As long as he makes pro-
gress — even while he is in a coma
— we will keep him on life sup-
port. People have been loving and
caring and | appreciate that.”

B
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Haitians wash laundry in plastic buckets at the U.S. Navy

base in Cuba.

Language is problem
In handling Haitians

ABOARD THE CUTTER COU- (Coast Guard learns where the

RAGEOUS (AP) — Language
has been one of the biggest ob-
stacles facing the Coast Guard
as it intercepts Haitian boat
people. |
While some Coast Guard crew
members speak a language oth-
er than English, few under-
stand Haitian Creole, which is
derived from French.

The U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service has sev-
eral Creolespeaking agents, but
their numbers are too few to
deal with the recent wave of
thousands of Haitian refugees.
The Miami Police Department
offered its help by sending
down four of its Creole-speak-
ing officers.

The latest surge of refugees
followed the Sept. 30 coup that
ousted Jean-Bertrand Aristide
— the impoverished nation’s

first freely elected president —
and a hemisphere-wide embar-
g0 imposed on Haiti to press for
his return.

The Coast Guard's first task
when it stops an overcrowded
Haitian boat is to communicate
safety instructions such as how
to put on a life jacket, said Lt.
J.8. Casey Corcoran, communi-
cations officer on the
Courageous.

Corcoran said interpreters
“are really instrumental in
what we do.”

Whenever a cutter encoun-
ters a Haitian boat, several crew
members and the interpreter
take out a small power boat and
pull up alongside the vessel
Through the interpreter, the

boat is from, where it is headed
and why.

if a cutter doesn’t have a Cre-
ole interpreter, the Coast Guard
relies on its Spanish-speaking
crew members 10 communicate
with the Haitians, many of
whom speak Spanish as a sec-
ond language. '

But it’s much easier for the
Coast Guard to tell if the Hai
tians are hiding anything, such
as drugs, when there’s a Creole
interpreter aboard who can de-
tect when refugees are lying,
Corcoran said.

One of the Creolespeaking
Miami police officers is Yves
Phanor. He spent the past week
aboard the Courageous during
patrols off Haiti and spent the
previous week aboard the
Northland. Phanor, 32, was
born in Haiti but moved to the
United States 14 years ago.

He befriended many of the
refugees the Northland picked
up, and is sympathetic to their
cause.

“Everyone of them | spoke to
said they’'re leaving behind the
horror, the idea of getting
killed innocently,” Phanor said.
“One young man showed me his
arm with a scar and there was a
bullet hole in it.”

The Bush administration has
maintained that most Haitian
refugees are fleeing poverty,
not political persecution, and
should be sent back to Haiti.

Phanor said many refugees
aren't aware US. government
policy is to send them back.

Muslims link Zionism, racism

DAKAR, Senegal (AP) — For-
eign ministers of the 45-nation Or-
ganization of the Islamic Confer-
ence approved on Sunday a
controversial resolution condemn-
ing Zionism as racist.

Presented by Syria in a surprise
move to toughen the conference's
stand on the U.S.sponsored Mid-
dle East peace talks, the resolution
was passed over mild objections
from Egypt, the only Arab state
officially at peace with Israel.

The vote was seen as a challenge
to the United States, which said
last week that it thinks it can gar-
ner enough votes to repeal a 16
year-old U.N. resolution equating
Zionism with racism.

The US. move to rescind that

Midland Freight Salvage
Miscellaneous X-Mas Toys
and Decorator tems
33% cff all X-Mas prints

501 W. Front Sateizs

characterization of the movement
that led to the establishment of a
Jewish state in the Middle East ap-
parently was meant to encourage
Israel’s participation in the peace
talks.

But the Islamic conference, rep-
resenting the world’s 1 billion
Muslims, commands nearly a third
of the votes in the 166-member
U.N. General Assembly and has

the support of many non-aligned
nations.
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up Europe’s 34-year-old march to-
ward political and economic
integration.

They will therefore be taking up
proposals to establish a single cur-
rency and a regional central bank,
to move toward common foreign

European |
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Adoption of the Maastricht
is _tlr from assured. Brit-

eaders weigh further merg'

and security policies, to give more
power to the European Parlia-
ment and to harmonize their ap-

ain, the community’'s most re-
mn-bt.tmum

Vance reports U.N. deployment agreemént

ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (AP) — U.N. envoy Cy-
rus Vance met again Sunday with Serbian
President Slobodan Milosevic, and reportedly

gained agreement on how U.N. peacekeepers
would be deployed if they were sent to war-

torn Croatia.

However, continuing cease-fire violations

mean no peacekeepers immediately will be de-
ployed, U.N. sources in Belgrade quoted him

as saying.

Fighting subsided across Croatia after a
heavy overnight attack on the Croat strong-
hold of Osijek and nearby towns at the eastern
end of the secessionist republic. A local cease-

fire appeared to be holding at Dubrovnik, two

Voters in Puerto Rico
halt independence pill

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) —
Voters on Sunday rejected a pro-
posed bill of “democratic rights,”
delivering a boost to advocates of
statehood for this U.S.
commonwealth.

The referendum lost despite
heavy campaigning for its approv-
al by an alliance of pro-common-
wealth and pro-independence
forces.

The bill's rejection was a major
setback for Gov. Rafael Hernan-
dez Colon, leader of the Popular
Democratic Party.

Hernandez Colon, who favors a
continuance of the island’s status
as a US. commonwealth with
greater autonomy, had wanted the
bill eventually enshrined in the is-
land’s constitution.

It also represented a defeat for
the small Puerto Rican Indepen-
dence Party and its leader, Ruben
Berrios, who favors full autonomy.

Emerging victorious was the

Shiites step up
Lebanon raids

BEIRUT, Lebanon (NYT) — Fun-
damentalist Shiite Muslims led by
the pro-lranian Party of God
stepped up their attacks against Is-
rael’s buffer zone in southern Leb-
anon on Sunday, firing rockets
into the Christian town of Mar-
jloun for the fourth day in a row.

Two Soviet-built Katyusha rock-
ets struck Marjioun, damaging
property but causing no casual
ties, the radio station Voice of the
South reported. The station is run
by the South Lebanon Army, a mi-
litia that helps the Israeli army pa-
trol the border strip that Israel has
designated as its security zone in
Lebanon.

A group called the Islamic Resis-
tance Movement, led by the Party
of God, said it was responsible for
the rocket attacks.
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days after heavy shelling by the Serbian-domi-
nated army on the medieval port.

The Yugosiav news agency Tanjug quoted go.
Croatian radio as saying sevem people were
killed in attacks on Osijek on Saturday, and
local officials said Sunday that one Croat mili-
tiaman was killed overnight and two were

Vance met with Milosevic in Belgrade, capi-
ta] of Yugoslavia and of Serbia, the federa-
tion’s largest republic and leader of the opposi-
tion to Croatia’s declaration of independence.

It was Vance’s third meeting with the Serbi-
an leader during his tour of Yugoslavia. The
U.N. envoy is trying to ensure all fighting will than along a demarcation line, they said.

stop so0 peacekeepers can be brought in. He is
also working out where the U.N. forces would

“An accord has not yet been reached,” Tan-
jug quoted Vance as saying after the meeting.
“We discussed a plan to enable a peace oper-

ation to take place,” he reportedly said, adding
that “essentially, | believe we have made some

progress.

However, the U.N. sources, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said a plan on the
manner of future deployment had the “sub-
stantial agreement of all parties.” Peacekeep-
ers would be stationed at trouble spots rather
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By Robert H. Reid

MANILA, Philippines — Hours after
the raid on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese
also surprised US. forces in the Philip-
pines, wrecking American airpower in
Asis with an ease that remains a mystery.

Tl..e disaster in the Philippines 50 years
ago Sunday opened the way to the Japa-
nes« invasion of the archipelago and led
t0 a harsh occupation during which an
estir .ated 1 million Filipinos died.

P: :sident Corazon Aquino joined Filipi-
no war veterans Sunday in a ceremony
that marked the opening of the Pacific
war. Japan's ambassador, Toshio Goto,

LT T M T TR I——
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Japan surprises U.S. forces in Philippines with WWII attack

morse over the unbearable sufferings and
sorrow Japan inflicted upon a great many
people” during World War IL

At 1245 p.m. on Dec. 8, 1941, nearly 80
Japanese fighter planes and bombers
from Taiwan attacked Clark Air Base,
catching nearly all the US. planes on the
ground. An attack on Iba field had similar
results.

Gen. Douglas MacArthur, the senior
American officer in the Philippines, and
Adm. Thomas Hart, commander of the
U.S. Asiatic Fleet, had been advised of tige
attack on Pearl Harbor more than eight
hours earlier. Also, Japanese planes had
attacked targets in the Philippines four
hours before, and Japanese troops had

Japanese aviators assumed they would
meet a hornet's nest of American fighters
and heavy anti-aircraft fire. But as they
crossed over the Zambales mountains
northwest of Clark, they discovered all
the American aircraft were lined up
wingtip-to-wingtip on the runway.

Instead of being poised for battle, the
American flight crews were having
lunch. In less than an hour, the Japanese
destroyed 18 of 35 B-17 bombers and doz-
ens of P40 fighters and set fuel storage
tanks ablaze. The Japanese lost only seven
planes.

Casualties at Clark were small com-
pared with the toll at Pearl Harbor: about
80 killed and 150 wounded, compared

But the effects were catastrophic. The
raid crippled American airpower in the
Philippines, which was then a US. com-
monwealth and the bastion of American
military strength in the Far East.

Having won air superiority, Japanese
forces landed in northern Luzon two days
later and invaded in strength on Dec. 24,
driving most American and Filipino de-
tenders back into the Bataan Peninsula.
Five months later, US. forces surren-
dered on Corregidor off the tip of Bataan
and effective resistance collapsed.

Japan controlled the islands until US.
troops returned in October 1944.

After word of the Clark damage

Henry Arnold, chief of the Army Alr
Corps, telephoned his deputy in the Phil-
ippines, Maj. Gen. Lewis Brereton, de-
manding an explanation.

Gen. George C. Marshall, the Army
chief of staff, told reporters in Washing-
ton a few weeks after the attack, “It's all
clear to me now except for one thing: |
just don't know how MacArthur hap-
pened to let his planes get caught on the
ground.”

But unlike the Pearl Harbor attack, the
U.S. military never conducted a full inqui-
ry into the Clark disaster. Events were
moving so rapidly in the Pacific that a
planned investigation was never carried

with more than 2,400 killed in Hawaii. reached Washington, an irate Maj. Gen. g, .
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China leader
won't meet
Dalai Lama

NEW DELHI, India (AP) — For
the first time since China invaded
Tibet 41 years ago, the Dalai Lama
and a top Chinese leader soon will
be in the same place at the same
time.

A meeting is doubtful between
the Tibet's religious leader and
China's Premier Li Peng. But Li's
visit beginning Wednesday is sure
to give impetus to Tibetan inde-
pendence or autonomy, diplomat-
iC sources say.

Days ahead of the visit, security
police detained 20 Tibetan refu-
gees on suspicion of planning to
disrupt Li's visit.

“We have categoric instruction
from the government not to allow
any demonstration during the Chi-
nese visit,” said a senior police of-
ficial, -
onymity. He said the Tibetans
lived in north New Delhi.

The Dalai Lama, spiritual leader
of 6 million Tibetan and other
Buddhists, fled to India during a

invaded Thailand and British Malaya.

Revered as a living deity, hem
the top political leader of theocrat-
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President had

ohn Sununu'’s resigna- dentist, all aboard mili-
tion as White House tary aircraft, the trip by gov-
chief of staff may ernment limousine to
swiftly improve President New York to buy rare
Bush'’s image and tattered stamps — not only embar-
relations with Congress. rassed the president but sug-
It could even help his gested confusion of tem-
urgent effort to be seen as porary authority with
more sensitive to domes- personal importance.
tic needs. But if he wishes On policy matters he
DOw 1o be seen as chang- sought to defend and culti-
ing policy, he’ll have to do vate Bush’s right flank,
more than change his presumably on the presi-
Chief of staff. dent’s direct instructions.
Sununu’s departure He often did so with an intol-
cannot alter one unalterable ..once for competing
fact: George Bush is the ideas that angered senior of-
umm t,and Sununu was  ficials Bush pledged, for
example, to be “the environ-
In fact, Bush chose Sun- ment president.” Yet Sun-
unu in l:h conscious effortto .. has routinely blocked
assert his independence policy suggestions that
from his campaign handlers, .oy)d have given the United
notably James Baker, States and the president a

of State. “There will be no
deputy president,” he told
friends shortly after the

1988 election. So he chose
John Sununu — his

tions of global concern,
such as the ozone layer.

Meanwhile, in terms of
direct politics, he contribut-

choice alone ed mightily to Bush'’s suc-

M wes i many respects  Cesstul efforts to slice and
not a choice suited to Bush's  dice the Democrats. Sun-
purpose. unu positively chuckled at

Sununu's combative po- the idea that the presi-
litical style, though it surely dent’s main éducation initia-
jump-started Bush's flag- tive — a program of

campaign vouchers — would divide
ﬁmﬁ mmm two big Democratic con-
did not serve him well in stituencies, blacks and Cath-
Washington. The capital Olics. And he repeatedly
l.i.ﬂlt.ﬂtlﬂﬂlttﬂ!lrlﬂt trnuitﬂlﬂﬂdﬂrﬂﬂmufﬂuﬂﬂﬂbh'
compromise Sununu, by can moderates working
turns arrogant and abrasive, [Of compromise on civil
often played the bully. rights.
Like other chiefs of But throughout, Sun-
staff before him, Sununu unu has been doing just
what his president want-
ed. Bush may now choose a
kinder, gentler Sununu
which should better serve
both him and society.

Explanation needed
from state agency

be Texas Department of it at that time and no one other
Transportation has some than agency officials was allowed
explaining to do about to speak, despite the fact that a
the manner in which it deter- large number of people were on
mined what district offices to hand as representatives of the
close as it pares down the number communities that were directly
of such offices from 24 t0 18 affected.
The proposal adopted by the Moreover, despite the fact
Transportation that the realignment is being
made as a measure,
:mdthclﬁcrhuhmadhy
agency in determining
which offices to close dealt with
cost factors. The level of perfor-

Charge of the Light

:-'24? was published in

. Horton should have

JACK ANDERSON

Pear|l Harbor half a century ago start-
ed a war that may not have ended
with the Japanese military defeat. Some Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency analysts beueve the
Japanese are continu-
ing the struggle with
economic weapons.
These backroom
strategists think they
have detected a pattern
in Japanese history of
100-year wars. The Jap-
anese approach to war-
fare, they contend, is to
continue fighting with
economic and diplomat-
ic weapons when mili-
tary force fails. Anderson
The analysts quote a Japanese general who
surrendered to the British in Singapore at the
end of World War I1. He is alleged to have said,
“We have merely lost the first battle. We still
have 96 years to go.”
The Japanese have done more damage to

‘ ‘ / f ASHINGTON — The sneak attack on

WILLIAM SAFIRE

OPINION

American industrial centers with their eco
nomic weapons than they ever achieved with
bombs, the analysts say. They speak of an eco-
nomic Pearl Harbor that has devastated such
targets as Detroit, Pittsburgh, Houston and Sil-
icon Valley.

We don’'t subscribe to this conspiratorial
view. It's not the Japanese who need bashing
but our own political leaders. America’s eco-

nomic predicament, we suggest, is the work of
failed policies, self-serving politics and myo-
pia. The connecting thread has been the post-
ponement of inconvenient consequences until

the next fellow’s term.

We are only willing to regard America’s eco-
nomic struggle as an extension of World War
I1 if it will help mobilize the nation. In a sense,
the United States is engaged in warfare.
World War Il was the hot war, which America
won. World War III turned out to be the Cold
War. America won that too. If World War IV is
an economic war, then the United States is
losing it.

Our country faces an economic crisis that
could drastically change our way of life. The

Monday, December 9, 1991

1 Economic crisis not Japan’s fault

1980s have arrived with a turbulence that has
shattered a long complacency — the federal
budget shambles, the savings and loan fiasco,
the Persian Gulf War, the skidding economy.

Yet these are merely the advance tremors.
Before this decade is over, Washington will be
rocked by debt explosion, credit collapse, for-
eign commercial su , economic plunge
and a dozen other stored-up reckonings.

The populace, long lulled by sleeping ne-
glect, will be jerked awake to violent turmoil
as paper fortunes disintegrate, as a sinking
standard of living rekindles class warfare, as
fiscal stringencies cause the young to revolt
against tax support of the old, as those who
compete with imports demand protection
against those who depend on exports.

The timing mechanisms are ticking remorse-
lessly. They will go off when certain toler-
ances are breached by the mathematics of
multiplying debt, by the falling line on the
competitiveness graph, by the dead stall of the
productivity meter and by the erosion of con-
fidence in American institutions.

We say while proclaiming that it is not too
late. Winning World War IV will demand sac-
rifice, not the supreme sacrifice of the soldier
who gives his life, but the sacrifice of time,
luxury and self-indulgence.

BUREAUCRATIC SPRAWL — Members
of Congress may say they want to reduce the
deficit, but they don’t think austerity begins at
home. In the past three decades, Congress and
its support staff has ballooned into a small city
with a population of more than 37,000 people
costing more than $2.5 billion a year. The con-
gressional staff even dwarfs the bureaucracy
of the Kremlin, an ominous comparison to the
ultimate bureaucracy. That comparison was
drawn by the conservative Heritage Founda-
tion, which recently looked at how Capitol Hill
is mushrooming. In the past decade, the paid
staff has grown by 50 percent. That includes
cooks, barbers, doctors, mail carriers, shop
keepers and all the other service people that
members of Congress feel they must have at
their beck and call. While most Americans are
learning to do more with less, Congress is do-
ing less with more.

Jack Anderson’s and Dale Van Atta’s column
is distributed by United Feature Syndicate.

Cuomo’s stand on war hot campaign issue

trifecta, as those who play the ponies
know, is a bet on the order of finish: If
you can predict win, place and show,
you hit the jackpot.

Gov. Mario Cuomo found himself “the sub-
ject of a journalistic tri-
fecta,”” as he put it,
when three columnists
flashed by the Post on

one day, all denouncing
him — onetwo-three —

tortrylngwﬂjpoutof

sition, the pitcher with
the longest windup in
politics went to the ex-
tent of quoting what he Safire
said to me about that at the time.

The controversy goes to the heart of what is
sure to be a hot campaign issue. Although
George Bush missed the boat on Soviet dis-
union and was wrong about appeasing Iraq
before its invasion of Kuwait, he was right
going to war to stop Saddam Hussein.

Where did Cuomo stand at the time? For
months, anticipating a Bush-Cuomo campaign,
I tried to reach the New York governor on this
subject; no luck. Then, a year ago, he spoke to
a group in California and a Los Angeles Times
reporter, Ronald Brownstein, taperecorded

CHARLEY REESE

Bush doesn’t have political philosophy

s President George Bush is learning, the

problem with a negative campaign is
that it doesn't leave you much of a re-

'cu'dtomonforro-elwuon.

We already know the president thinks Willie

stayed in jail, that peo- .=
ple ought to pledge alle-
giance to the flag in
school, that they
shouldn’t join the
American Civil Liber-
ties Union, that they
should volunteer to do
social work, and vote
for Bush and Dan
Q:’-?im the last
was
campaign. The new Reese

Campaign is supposed to be based on Bush’s

's record is tlnt he OK'd a tax hike,
hh not to do that, invaded
ended Kuwait, and . . . well, that’s
mcrlmemdumploymt
not nearly as much as
nd Bush is publicly

think he doesn’t have a

wants the unemployed and

the Q-and-A.

Cuomo urged the president to “try to negoti-
ate our way out” of the confrontation; no
harm in that, because that was what Bush was
trying to do. However, the New York governor
put it this way:

“You could negotiate something that gets
them out of Kuwait for the most part, leaves
them maybe a little bit on the water, leaves
them a little bit of the oil, and then puts in a
United Nations task force to go over the whole
question of chemical weapons ... and this
movement toward nuclear capacity. So the
first thing we ought to do is try to negotiate
our way out.”

To his surprise, that appeared in print, mak-
ing it seem he had proposed such a craven
settlement. The candidate-to-be did not want
to take a stand that could later be held against
him, suddenly, he returned my call for the
purpose of establishing for the record that he
had not taken any position.

Asked directly if he did not favor a settle-
ment that sounded like appeasement, he told
me: “We have two categories to consider. One,
settlement; two, war. In the category of settle-

ment, it means that you give something to the
other side.

“Give 'em a little oil, given 'em a little port;
but understand — this man will not surren-
der...therefore, itlhardtomlletﬂement.

“If you presume war,” Cuomo continued in
this interview, published Nov. 26, 1990, “you

the jobscared to spend more on credit. He
wants to bend the Bill of Rights out of shape
and to execute people who kill federal chicken
inspectors. He wants to give a tax break to the
rich. And he wants to be reelected.

Don’t tell me that isn’t a domestic program.

Unfortunately, it isn’t a record any rational
person would endorse by re-electing Bush. The
Democratic Party, however, has in recent de-
cades become the St. Bernards of Republican
presidential candidates floundering in the
snows of political opportunism. Too often,
they have given people a reason to vote
Republican.
Opportunism is exactly Bush’s problem. Not
only does he not have a coherent record, re-
flecting a political philosophy, he has never

had a political philosophy of any kind. He gen-
uinely does not know what to do about the

economy. He hasn't a clue. He really doesn’t
have a coherent domestic program, and, since
most Americans don't care about foreign af-
fairs, his is less visible.

Of course, he did conquer Panama. Tempo-
rarily, anyway. And he did liberate Kuwait.
Temporarily, anyway. he did watch the
fall of communism on with the rest
of us, though he decidedly less eager
for the Soviet Union to come

There are three conditions that could assure

Bush's re-election. One is a sudden and mas
.

have to ask yourself how long the Arab leaders
who are now with you will stay with you. ...
You have to assume it (the war) will not be
short. You cannot escape the question of a
draft.”

The president, he held, should be “open to
every reasonable possibility without killing
people” to restore Kuwaiti sovereignty and —
in a line that Cuomo now cites in his article to
ward off appeasement charges — “something
to obliterate this man’s capacity to use nuclear
and chemical agents against the world, hope-
fully without violence.”

What does this disclose about Cuomo?

It shows that he was reluctant to take a
position at all on a central issue. It shows that
accusing him as having proposed appeasement
requires unfair quotation out of context. It
shows — in this revelatory trifecta — that
when forced to give his opinion, he was ambi~-
alent and ultimately mistaken about the wis-
dom of using force.

The giveaway was his raising of the prospect
of a draft; its purpose could only be to push
public opinion away from making the decision
to strike Saddam.

His bobbing and weaving is also revealing.
How much better to say: “George Bush gam-
bled and won. | would not have gambled so
early. But if ever | have to commit troops, I'll
finish the job.”

William Safire’s column is distributed by
New York Times News Service.

sive improvement of the US. economy. The
second would be a sound, well-articulated pro-
gram that would win the confidence of the
American people.The third is for the Demo-
crats to nominate a candidate so obviously in-
ept or out of touch that people choose Bush as
the lesser of two disasters.

That remains Bush’s best bet, but the Demo-
crats are showing signs that they may be con-
sidering at least going out of the St. Bernard
rescue business.

Naturally, everyone should take note of the
quality of the top-20 television shows and then
be careful about predicting that the American
mple will make intelligent choices at election

e.

It's luck that has so far kept us from self-
destructing, though since 1960 our luck has
been thinning out. We ought to be grateful
that the Soviet Union’s luck ran out before
ours.

Bush’s opinion-warpers will naturally try to
dredge up some new version of Willie Horton
and a new set of emotional, but peripheral or
unimportant issues on which to base the
campaign.

Come November we’ll see who has the worst
luck — Bush or the American people.

Charley Reese’s column is distributed by
King Features Syndicate.

L3

\

L]

terview
commem

After
evening,
and their
to returr
events el
ent confl
and Japs

S
de

Bz Davi
N.Y. Time

WEST
when Ro
represen
ing of lo
Miami He
defense |

It was
the succe
make or

But of!t

In the
evolved f
cians, bu
K. Smith
confirms
acknowle

He is a
fense bar
ty where
somely a
lawyers |

HT. S
Black in
as ''some
challenge

“Roy is
extra tim
tion, his i
sionon h
you appr

For thi
represent
memberi
reducing
usually n
pound, w
he can st
old woma
regaled v

e has
a poaition
decade, a

“He un
trial as wi
County S
of the tw
most rac
history.

In eac
charged

Mo

NEW Y
mob war
crime fai
dead, the
gunned d

“We h
four peoj
of attem
any killi
Chief En
think tha
flict goin

Trapp

FREM(
year-old |
from thr
pinned w
tree fell «
able to re¢
to call 9]

John R
ers Frida
hold acci
after he |
Pookie, o
time.

The un
fell clear
mother ¢
told him
That's wi

It fell s

the boy,
He dial

al neight
and one *
said Satu
Fremont,
west of




), 1991

on of con-

is not too
mand sac-
he soldier
» of time,

Members
duce the

begins at
gress and
small city
00 people
The con-
eaucracy
jon to the
ison was
. Founda-
\pitol Hill
the paid
includes
ers, shop
ople that
t have at
jcans are
ess is do-

s column
mdicate.

The Nation _

Japan’'s consul tracks

Pearl Harbor from afar

HONOLULU (NYT) — Probably
no one in Hawaii followed Satur-
day’s 50th anniversary events at
Pearl Harbor more closely than
Kensaku Hogen, and he was not
even there.

He is the new consul general of
Japan in Honolulu, a job that has
put the 50-year-old diplomat, born
four months before the surprise
attack on the American fleet here,
in a particularly delicate position.

Unable to decide how to treat
the Japanese, the Bush adminis-
tration proclaimed the ceremonies
a domestic matter and invited no
foreign officials.

“We are aware this is a very spe-
cial day; we do not plan to do any-
thing casual,” Hogen said in an in-
terview on the eve of the
commemoration.

After final banquets Saturday
evening, the American survivors
and their families were preparing
to return home on Sunday. The
events ended without any appar-
ent conflict between the veterans
and Japanese tourists that some

local leaders had feared.

Hogen watched all the speeches
and ceremonies on television at
the consul’s residence a few miles
from Pearl Harbor.

“I will definitely be thinking
about the historical side of the at-
tack,” Hogen said in fluent En-
glish that he acquired in two years
in Pasadena, Calif., as son of the
Japanese consul general in Los
Angeles in the 1950s. “But there is
also another important historical
fact: the friendly and good rela-
tions between Japan and the Unit-
ed States. | hope that will
continue.”

Hogen conceded that as a na-
tion, Japan had not come to grips
with the meaning of Pearl Harbor
and that school textbooks gave it
scant treatment. He attributed
this to a certain “lack of confiden-
ce” among Japanese and a cultural
tendency not to talk about the
unpleasant.

“It is important to face our his-

_. i

Bush'’

WASHINGTON (AP) — It
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s son takes lead in campa

younger Bush met last week with Sun-
und to detall the eroding support for the abra-
sive former New Hampshire governor.
Six days later, Sununu resigned.
Democratic consultant Mark McKinnon says
Bush’s role in his father’s campaign may signal
his own political intentions. The younger Bush
lost a 1978 race for a Texas congressional seat
?Wmmtummd'rm
“There’s always been speculation that
George Jr. was trying to get on the fast track
to a high political profile,” McKinnon said.
“This could be that first step on the ladder
toward a run at higher office.”

Republican insiders say any heightened po-
litical visibility from the Sununu flap would be comment. He and his wife Laura live in Dallas
only a byproduct of Bush’'s desire to help his with their 10-yearold twin daughters.

Blood banks launch drive to attract donors:

N.Y. Times News Service

Blood banks are scrambling to
recruit donors to offset a decline
in supply that is being blamed on
more intensive medical screenings
of potential donors imposed as a
result of technology and the
threat of AIDS.

Within weeks, the American
Red Cross will begin a nationwide
public service campaign to cull
more donors and educate citizens
that 40,000 units of blood are need-
ed daily. Only 3 percent to 5 per-
cent of the population actually do-
nates, officials say.

tory,” he said.

Smith’s lawyer is one of the best

By David Margolick
N.Y. Times News Service

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — Sixteen years ago,
when Roy E. Black was a 30-year-old public defender
representing poor people along with a heaithy help-
ing of low-lifes, down-and-outs and degenerates, the
Miami Herald named him one of the 10 best criminal
defense lawyers in the city.

It was a reminder that one cannot always judge
the success of particular lawyers by the money they
make or the toniness of their clients.

But often, one can.

In the intervening years, Black’s clientele has
evolved from petty thieves to police officers, politi-
cians, businessmen, and drug barons. That William
K. Smith hired him in June for $250,000 further
confirms what most of Black’s colleagues have long
acknowledged:

He is at the very top of the Southern Florida de-
fense bar, no mean feat in a crime-ridden communi-
ty where legal business is brisk, clients can pay hand-
somely and, perforce, many of the nation’s top trial
lawyers have congregated.

H.T. Smith, a Miami lawyer who worked with
Black in the public defenders office, described him
as “someone who takes on all challengers and
challenges.”

“Roy is just one of those guys God spent some
extra time with,” he said. “How he phrases a ques-
tion, his intonation, where-she’s standing, the expres-
sion on his face — the more you try cases, the more
you appreciate the brilliance of what he does.”

For the past few weeks Black, a man who still
represents his fair share of people charged with dis-
membering rivals and dumping them overboard or
reducing them to ashes, has found himself in the
usually more genteel world of the Kennedy com-
pound, where, when not working on the Smith case,
he can stroll on the Bermuda grass where a 30-year-
old woman says his client raped her last March, or be
regaled with war stories by Sargent Shriver.

He has also found himself under intense scrutiny,
a position he has come to know well over the past
decade, and weeks.

“He understands the dynamics of a high-publicity
trial as well as anyone,” said John Hogan of the Dade
County State Attorney’s office, who prosecuted one
of the two policemen Black defended in two of the
most racially charged homicide cases in Miami
history.

In each, Black defended a Hispanic officer
charged with killing blacks. One officer was acquit-

NEW YORK (AP) — An internal crime family.”

defenders in Miami, paper says

ted; the other had his conviction overturned on
appeal.

“He’s very good at merchandising his client, at
beginning his closing argument in the media months
before the trial,” Hogan said. “Because he has the
image of a quiet college professor, people miss how
devious he can be, and | mean that in a complimen-
tary sense.”

Since this trial got under way, the jury has seen
three sides of Black, each located on the narrow
spectrum of his finely calibrated personality.

First, as he sized them up during jury selection,
they saw his charming, country-lawyer side.

To each prospective juror he introduced his client,
suddenly recast as “Will” Smith. At regular intervals,
too regular for the more skeptical among them, he
apologized for his intrusiveness and praised them for
their candor.

He ridiculed lawyerly pomp and presumptuous-
ness. He tried to set them at ease, assuring them that
he, too was nervous about appearing before so many
people. He repeatedly conveyed the Smith family's
appreciation for their efforts.

And, when he asked them whether they watched
“television quasi news show programs” like “A Cur-
rent Affair” or read supermarket tabloids — “the
ones with the flying saucers and naked women on
the covers” was the way he described them — he
spoke in a comradely tone, as if to suggest that he
knew they were surely too discerning actually to do
SO

When Anne Mercer, the woman who had accompa-
nied the accuser earlier in the evening of the inci-
dent and fetched her at the Kennedy compound
afterwards, offered her own robotic testimony, the
jury saw a second Black: slashing, contemptuous,
dripping with scorn.

When the prosecutor, Moira K. Lasch, called Ms
Mercer to testify, she threw Black what a sandlot
ballplayer would call a “meatball.” Having sold her
story to “A Current Affair” for $40,000, the witness
made the easiest of targets, and Black quickly hit her
out of the park, accusing her of juicing up her story
to make it more marketable.

Then, when the accuser herself took the stand,
Black had to steer a middle ground: to bloody an
inherently sympathetic witness without spattering
3ythingonhhwhneshjnorhnmacuhtedarkgny,

L.

He generally succeeded at what he set out to do,
systematically pointing out inconsistencies in her
statements and thereby raising reasonable doubts
about her credibility.

Mob family war leads to teen’s death

“We don't know where he was

mob war raging in the Colombo
crime family has left five victims
dead, the most recent a teen-ager
gunned down Sunday, police said.

“We have five people killed,
four people injured and a couple
of attempts that didn't result in
any killings or injuries,” Deputy
Chief Emil Ciccotelli said. “So we
think that there is a serious con-
flict going on within the Colombo

Trapped boy dials 911

FREMONT, Neb. (AP) — A 10
year-old boy trying to keep his dog
from throwing up on a rug was
pinned when the family Christmas
tree fell on top of him, but he was
able to reach a cordless telephone
to call 911 for help.

John Roemer summoned rescu-
ers Friday after the offbeat house-
hold accident, which came after
after he pushed his nauseated dog,
Pi:kie, off the rug in the nick of
time.

The unstable artificial tree first
fell clear of the boy, who called his
mother asking what to do. She
told him to set it upright again.
That's when things got sticky.

It fell again, this time on top of
the boy, who could not get up.

He dialed 911 after trying sever-
al neighbors. Most weren't home,
and one “didn't believe me,” John
said Saturday from his home in
Fremont, about 30 miles north-
west of Omaha.

Matteo Sparanza, 17, was shot to shot or who

death Sunday morning in the
Brooklyn section of New York in a

bagel shop that police say has mob
ties.

Another man, James Malpiso, 21,
was in stable condition at Coney
Island Hospital Sunday with a gun-
shot wound to the chest. Ciccotelli
said Malpiso’s father was a crime
family soldier.

-‘q

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT!

dropped him off (at
the hospital) and he’s not being too
cooperative,” said Detective Jo-
seph McConville.

Those two attacks raised the
number of crime-relat-
ed shootings in the last three
weeks to nine.

Sparanza was shot six times as
he worked behind the counter of
the Wanna Bagel shop, police said.

FIRST TIME EVER! !
WINTER MUMMERS!
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dona to donate more t-
ly,":a‘m"pm’m “We have to pull on the heart- the American Association of Blood

ty relations director of the Ameri-
can Red Cross, Los Angeles and
Orange counties region. “We can
do as many posters and video cam-
paigns as we want, but the only
way to recruit a blood donor is to
ask them face-to-face.”

In addition to medical screen-
ings, blood donations have been *
affected by holiday activities, the 2nd AIDS.
flu season, the recession, and even Still, one in four Americans er-
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Which resulted in a ban on dona- tract acquired immune deficiency anymore.”
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Orbiting space junk offers statistical risk to astronauts

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — Statis-
tically, it was bound to happen — astro
nauts forced to take last-minute detours
to avoid space junk.

“On my first flight into space, | consid-
ered space to be such a big place that it
was almost impossible | could ever run
into anything up there,” said astronaut
Vance Brand, a member of the 1975 Apol-
lo-Soyuz crew. “Now | have a slightly dif-
ferent view of itr.”

Astronauts have encountered debris
twice in the past three months, and
they're not fazed.

Shuttle commander Frederick Gregory,
who dodged 3,200 pounds of rocket debris
1¥: weeks ago, said “I'm sure at one time
soon, someone will have a collision with

Ex-hostage leaves hospital

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, K MON., DECEMBER 5, 1991

something in space, but | dont think It's
going to be a major problem.”

Experts say the odds of the shuttie col-
liding with something on Earth’s busy or-
bital beltway are low despite Atlantis
close encounter on Nov. 20 and one by
Discovery in mid-September. Each time,
the crews changed course to avold com-
ing too close to old chunks of Soviet
rockets.

There wasn't enough time for astro-
nauts aboard Atlantis to move away from
a Soviet sateilite during a secret military
mission in December 1988; they haq only
15 minutes’ warning. NASA records show
Atlantis and the satellite passed an un-
nerving 1.2 miles from one another.

Objects also came uncomfortably close

WAYNE, Mich. (AP) — Freed
hostage Alann Steen, who suf-
fered brain damage from a beat-
ing by one of his captors in Leba-
non, had a seizure shortly after
arriving in the United States and
spent the night in a hospital.

Steen, 52, was released Sunday
after the seizure Saturday, which
came after he got into a limousine
at Detroit Metropolitan Airport
for a 75>-mile drive to his wife's
house in Clark Lake.

“Much better now,” Steen said
of how he felt as he left suburban
Annapolis Hospital for Clark Lake.

Steen had the seizure after he
arrived in Michigan from Frank-
furt, Germany, with a stopover in
Boston. He was admitted to the
hospital for observation.

“He suddenly blacked out and
was unable to speak,” Dr. Surindar
Jolly said after the attack. Steen
was unconscious for a minute or
two and was coherent when he
reached the hospital several min-
utes later, Jolly said.

“Alann’s had a good night’s rest
and is very much looking forward
to the last leg of his journey ho-
me,” his wife, Virginia, said in a
statement after spending the
night at her husband's side.

Steen was freed Dec. 3 after
nearly five years as a captive in
Beirut. He said Thursday an un-
provoked attack by his kidnapper
in 1987 left him with permanent
brain damage, forcing him to take
drugs to control seizures and
blackouts.
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during at least two shuttle missions in the
mid-1980s. No maneuvers were made be-
cause NASA hadn't yet adopted its steer-
clear policy.

These five instances — the only known
near-misses in 30 years of US. manned
space flight — highlight what many be-
lieve could be a grave problem for 2lst-
century explorers and renew concern
about all the undetectable scrap whizzing
around.

In the giant junkyard of space, a pound
of metal can demolish a shuttle as easily
as a 3,200-pound rocket hulk. Every
pound in orbit, upon impact, is equivalent
to 25 pounds of TNT.

“The small stuff you can't see is what |
consider the big issue as far as orbital
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debris is concerned,” said Don Kessler,
senior scientist for orbital debris research
at Johnson Space Center in Houston.

The US. Space Command was tracking
6,964 manmade objects as of Friday. Few-
er than 7 percent of the orbiting articles
were active satellites. The rest was debris
— spent rocket bodies, dead satellites
and, mostly, fragments from exploded
rockets.

Kessler estimates about 7,000 grape-
fruit-sized pieces are being missed by the
Space Command'’s radar and optics pet.
work. Add to that 100,000 to 200,000 mar-
ble-sized objects and billions of tiny, syn-
thetic particles such as paint flecks.

In orbit, where everything travels at
17,000 mph, even paint chips can be dan-
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