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Craddick’s ascension puts family in elite company
Family makes statement with rare father-daughter accomplishment

By Stewart Doreen

sdoreen@mrt.com

Without a whole lot of fanfare, Christi Craddick took
the oath of office and joined Barry Smitherman and David

Porter on Texas’ Railroad Commission.

But after raising her right hand and taking the oath
from District Judge Rodney Satterwhite, of Midland, the
Midland High School graduate officially began serving her

first term.

There are obvious reasons Craddick’s campaign victo-
ries in the Republican primary and general election are
noteworthy to Midlanders. One aspect obvious to those in
the energy industry here in the Permian Basin is a second
former Midlander joins the three-person commission that

oversees oil and gas; Porter is the other.

For those who follow politics, Craddick’s victones and
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8 Analysis

victory.

state.

subsequent swearing-in follow another political achieve-
ment already in Texas record books. Christi’s father, Tom
Craddick, was the first Republican speaker of the Texas
House since Reconstruction. Now she claimed a statewide

It was nearly impossible to find a comparable family
duo in Texas — short of the Bush family, of course. Rice
University’s Mark Jones, professor and chairman of the
Department of Political Science, said it is particularly rare
to have a father-daughter combination in or outside the

The significance? Jones was quicker with his answer

“Within the party, (the Craddick) name still carmes
weight and respect,” Jones said. “That was instrumental to

runoff.

here — “within the Republican Party, there is still respect

for Tom Craddick.”
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CANINE CALL OF DU

Besy, a S5-year-old German

By Micah Mills

Reporter-Telegram

A dog is said to be a man’s best
friend. Dogs are loyal, smart, caring
and kind, but some dogs go above and
beyond. Besy, a 5-year-old German
shepherd, goes beyond his call of duty
every day as military working dog.

Besy and his former handler, Staff
Sgt. Samantha Navarrete, a native
Midlander, are being honored for their
work in Afghanistan with the first K9
Medal for Exceptional Service from
the organization K9s of the War on
Terror Inc.

“To receive the medal the canine
has to have demonstrated exceptional
acts in the war on terror,” said Alan
Driscoll, president of K9s of the
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War on Terror. “In Besy's case, he
uncovered a substantial amount of
explosives.”

For a canine to receive this award
it must go through a lengthy review
process. Driscoll, chairman of the
Medals Review Committee, reviews all
the applications before passing them to
the rest of the committee. The com-
mittee then reviews and researches the
potential recipients before deciding on
the award winners.

“I think, to me, it is a very good
honor because I am the first to do so,”
Navarrete said. “For Besy, I think it 1s
a triumph because he was deployed to
Afghanistan twice, and he can now be
recognized for it

In the past, canines were denied
the recognition, so this new award is
considered a high honor. In past wars,
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Courtesy photo

shepherd, takes a break with his handler, Staff Sgt. Samantha Navarrete, a native Midlander, in this undated photo.
Besy is the inaugural recepient of the K9 Medal for Exceptional Service from the organization K9s of the War on Terror Inc.

Dog, handler awarded first war
on terror medal for canines

such as World War 1l and Vietnam,
medals — including the Purple Heart
and the Bronze Star — were awarded
to military dogs that have performed
heroic services. The awards were later
recanted under the basis that recogniz-
ing canines was demeaning to men and
women in the military.

“If Besy could speak in honor of this
award, I think he would say that he 1s
honored to receive it and that he hopes
that all his past, present and future
canine comrades could receive this
honor, as well.”

Besy and Navarrete are no longer a
team. They were split up a few months
after deployment. Navarrete 1s sta-
tioned at Andrews Air Force Base in
Washington, D.C., as 1s Besy, who 1s
with another handler.
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Today in West Texas Living

Columnist Melanie Nichois on holiday stress. Page 1E
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the victory over (former state Rep. Warren) Chisum (in the
GOP runoff in July). The respect people had for her father
was considerable.”

MORE THAN A NAME

While Emie Angelo, a former Republican National
Committee member and former Midland mayor, admitted
being a Craddick was helpful — he said “she had credibil-
ity with the people who have the funds that helped her” —
he also was quick to point out there was more to the nearly
20-point victory over Chisum in the Republican Pnmary

In 2012, the upstarts in Texas’ political circles rode the

Please see CRADDICK/4A
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NRA: Paper
tiger or
sleeping tiger?

By Dan Freedman

Hearst Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Senate Republicans
rejecting a U.N. treaty on disability discrim-
ination earlier this month won headlines,
but a similar blow last July to the U.N.
Arms Trade Treaty drew mostly yawns.

That may have happened because once
the powerful National Rifle Association
welghcd in — the pact, they said would put

“international controls” on guns and “under-
mine the constitutional rights of law-abiding
American gun owners — the outcome
became a foregone conclusion.

The NRA had dialed up opposition from
its four-million-plus members, who flooded
House and Senate offices with emails,
letters and phone calls. U.N. negotrators
insisted the treaty was aimed at terrornsts
and drug lords and would not impose any
restrictions on civilian gun owners what-
soever. Nonetheless, without U.S. support,
they shelved 1t.

Thus, the NRA notched another 1n a
long line of political victories dating back
at least to 1934 when the NRA succeeded
in watering down the National Firearms
Act, approved by Congress 1n response to
Prohibition-era gangsters and bank robber
John Dillinger’s killing spree with a looted
arsenal of submachine guns, rifles and
revolvers.

Since then, the NRA has enjoyed a leg-
islative winning streak virtually unrivaled
on Capitol Hill, from opposition to armor-
piercing bullets in the 1980s to a more
recent drive to emasculate the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives,
the federal agency charged with enforcing
federal firearms laws.

“They are a very powerful organization,
said former Rep. Charlie Stenholm, D-
Texas, a staunch gun-rights supporter who
tangled with the NRA a few times up to his
defeat in 2004, when the group endorsed
his rival, Rep. Randy Neugebauer, R-Texas.

“They promote their newa and they do a
pretty darn good job of it.”

But in the wake of the Newtown, Conn.,
school shooting, in which Adam Lanza took
the lives of 20 children and six adults with
a Bushmaster .223 AR-15 semi-automatic
rifle before ending his own, that all may be
changing.

With President Obama, Sen. Dianne
Feinstein. D-Calif.. and other Democrats on
Capitol Hill responding to growing public
sentiment in favor of gun control the NRA
hunkered down in “no comment”™ mode for
a week after the shootings before finally at-
tempting to stake out their own turf.

On Friday. instead of retreating, NRA

Please see NRA/4A
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B How do | submit an

announcement for a wedding

or engagement?
ddings@mrt.com

B How can | submit an
obituary? obits@mrt.com

B How can I handle a billing

problem?
Circulation: 688-2700
Advertising: 687-8828

CUSTOMER

SERVICE HOURS

Monday-Friday 6 am -5pm
Saturday 7-11 am

Sunday 7-11am

Replacement copies will be delivered

National Bank or Hunt for
Heroes. The account number
s 94003157

At Security Bank, make
donations to Security Bank. An
account number i1s not needed.

At My Community Federal
Credit Union, make donations
to MCFCU. An account num-
ber is not needed.

Know a soldier
coming home?

Military families can call
352-0785 or email Vickie Go-
mez (zemogv @ cableone.net)
when they know their soldier
is flying into our airport so
the Permian Basin Welcome
Home Committee can be there
0 greet them.

Friends Of The Library

FRANK

@ Midiand Citizens Collection
Station — 4100 Smith Road, 685-
7278 - has recycling containers for
cardboard, aluminum, paper and No.
1 and No. 2 plastics.

@ Grande Communication '
Stadium - Cardboard, paper No. 1
and 2 plastics

B Wal-Mart Supercenter - 200
West interstate 20 - Cardboard,
paper and No. 1 and 2 plastics

@ Western Park Plaza - 1020
Andrews Highway - Cardboard,
aluminum, No. 1 and 2 plastics, paper
and aluminum

DOING
TH E MOST For more information on our Church services

‘join us!

GOOD'.

Fun Facts sponsored by

LANDSCAPING

“Serving West Texas Since 1981”

Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Water,
Outdoor Rooms, Low Voltage Lighting Systems ‘

LIN FOLIAGE @
685-3521

www.franklinfoliage.com

& Midiand College (Chaparral
Center) — 3200 N. Garfield Road -

Cardboard, paper, aluminum and No.
1 and 2 plastics

B Citibank Ballpark west side -
5514 Champions Drive - Cardboard,
No. 1 and 2 plastics

W H-E-B - 3325 W. Wadley Ave. -
No. 1 and 2 plastics and cardboard

& Super Mercado - 2208 N. Big
Spring St. - Cardboard

There are also 3-cubic yard con-
tainers at most of the local elemen-
tary schools where you can recycle
cardboard, paper and aluminum.

Did You Know?

Church Services

The Salvation Army is well known for its
social services, but in 1865 it was founded in
England as a church and today has more than
2 million members worldwide.

But, did you know that The Salvation Army
holds church services right here in Midland?
Each week we host Sunday school at 10:00
a.m. and Worship Service at 11:00 am. Please

or other programs please contact (432) 683-3614,
or stop by at 300 South Baird Street.
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A sneeze can propel ‘matter’ up to 12 feet away.

The fastest speed anyone has driven on the moon is 10.56mph.

Great
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All recyclables can be taken to
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Luke 2:4-5

And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
from the city of Nazareth, to Judea,
to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and lineage of David, to be enrolled
with Mary, his betrothed,
" who was with child. .

acre-feet.

The average delivery from
the CRMWD for November
was 10,0395,067. The average
for December alter Thursday
was 9,570,850.

Source: CARMWD
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" | Parents struggle to ﬁnd gender-neutral toys
ather
Ored more
Since Oct.

il on that By Michelle R. Smith were shown playing with
 ago with Associated Press a kitchen set and hair
another dryer and a girl was shown
ather is PROVIDENCE, R.1. shooting a toy gun.
op 10 — A 13-year-old girl's Hasbro this week an-
ys with 4 ow
campaign to get Hasbro to nounced it has spent the
 was 103 make an Easy-Bake Oven past 18 months developing
1 from Oct that isn't purple or pink so an Easy-Bake Oven in the
1951. it would appeal to her little gender-neutral colors of
brother is a fresh sien of black and silver. It made the
Of 2010 movement in an old debate. mwmnl after meet-
n Parents who hope to expose ing with McKenna Pope,
20, 1950- their children to different the Garfield, N.J., 13-year-
30, 19561 kinds of play — science old whose online petition
'1‘7- ‘19;73; sets for girls and dolls for asking the company to
10, 2011 boys, for example — can make one attractive to all
22, 2010 find themselves stymied by kids gathered tens of thou-
y 8, 1946 a toy industry that can seem sands of signatures. Hasbro
15, 2008- stuck in the past when it AP file photo  says it knows both boys and
n. 4, 2009 comes to gender roles. | girls have fun playing with
.29, 1946 Hasbro wasn’t the only In this file photo provided by Hasbro, McKenna Pope poses in front of earlier models of the Easy-Bake Oven during her trip to the the Easy-Bake.
23, 1943 tarmet of criticiam thi Hasbro headquarters in Pawtucket, R.|. Hasbro announced it has been developing an Easy-Bake Oven in the gender-neutral colors of Pare ho oncit]
148 11996:? MEOne ofcﬂr\le ;;Z’r“ﬂ h::itz ;ﬂr m kﬁ silver. It made the announcement after mo;lm with Pope, whose online petition asking the company to make one attractive - gg:;;: :Swar_;;et?:';we
- says it kn h n SSUES -
-7 1988 toys, the LEGO Friends gathered tens of thousands of signatures ro says ows both boys and giris have fun playing with the Easy-Bake. soasetioncs have 1o chdlisags :
19, 2011 Butterfly Beauty Shop, ment is filled with rigid “Toy companies are busi- product design engineering  even pick up something if it their own notions. Brett said ]
of Midland specifically aimed Legos messages about, ‘This is nesses, so they are respond-  and who aimed to make a doesn’t cue that it’s a girl,”  her older son was inter- "
at girls but turned to tired what boys do; this is what  ing to and making their toy to spark an interest in she said. “I don’t want girls  ested in t0ys aimed at both :
gender stereotypes withits  girls do,” it limits their products based on con- girls in science and engi- to miss out on GoldieBlox ~ genders as a little boy. But ‘
focus on a beauty shop and ability to reach their full sumer demands. They’re neering. She was turned off  because it wasn’t overtly when son number two came '
?how inclusion of characters "‘“ﬁ! capacity,” Linn said. “It’s meeting with moms, focus by what she saw in a visit messaged for them, at least  along five years later, she ;
LE:;O{ SARVOR ;’ﬂgdms' Barbie . Jike girls are born with  groups. They 're doing to a toy store. in the early stages.” was surpnised to see he had ‘
36 Jask t‘mned T “"‘B'h . Cw the predilection to pink, what makes sense,” said “I felt like I was in the ~ Some things are chang-  a stronger preference to play
o LOﬂSIII.lC[lOﬂ set. But while but they 're trained to it Adrienne Appell, a spokes-  1950s,” she said. “The girls ing in the industry. This with guns and Army men.
some praised it, others criti- ¢, it becomes what they woman for the Toy Industry  section was pink. It was year, the London depart- “I really needed to let |
5, Wag cized it for being too pink. want and need. There are Association. teaching a girl how tobe a  ment store Harrods rede- go of controlling what |
. ('jl'oy experts >ay the neurological differences Chris Byme, content housewife and a princess sizned its toy department thoaght he should play with
rr!":é"' = usﬁym;?ﬂwm cultural | between boys and girls at director for imetoplay- and pop star.” to organize it by theme as an enlightened boy,” she
BA, Jan :?ermiiin - ﬁum%m:l% birth. But our goal should mag.com, said the markel Meanwhile, she de- rather than by gender. said. ""They may choose to
; _ “3 e & peolp = . ¢y betoprovide them with ultimately decides what scribed the boys section as ~ Swedish toy firm Top-Toy  do what is stereotypical, and
Jan. 21 o t]? CIky Ot pareqss I a range of experiences so makes it onto store shelves  dynamic. with kits to make  published a gender-neutral  they should have the nght to
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Have a safe and bfessed

Christmas!

201 W. Waodey. 24 Midand. TX
(432) 683-2666

4206 W. Loop 250 - Midland, TX 79707
432-520-3134 ext. 7
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203 W. Wall - Downtown Midland - 432-683-4411
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Please contact the Midland Humane Coalition for more information 432.520.3134 or

ROLEG OYSTER PERPETUAL AND DEEPSEA ARE TRADEMARKS

www.midlandhumane.org — Like us on Facebook.

132.689.98986
300.523.9896
2208 North Loop 200 West
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TX 79707
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Independent Living Homes

HEI.EN GREATHOUSE MANOR

Assisted Living

THE VOGEL CENTER

v+ Memory Support Living

MABEE HEALTH

CARE CENTER

Skilled Nursing/Rehabilitation Care

YOUNGER ALZHEIMER'S

CARE CENTER




Broadway senes, “‘Mannheim
Steamoller Christmas By Chip Davis”
4:30 and 7:30 p.m. Wagner Noel
Performing Arts Center

let, Dec. 27, Wagner Noel Performing
Arts Center

Christmas Eve
services

@ First United Methodist Church,
300 N. Main St., will offer a family
Christmas Eve candielight service at
5:30 p.m. and a Communion, Carols

and Candlelight Christmas Eve service

at 730 pm,,
Cross Lutheran Church,

&
STWON.
mas Eve candielight service at 7 p.m.

@ Crestview Baptist Church, 301 N
Loop 250 W, will have two candielight

services on Christmas Eve at 230 pm. |

and4pm.

= Memorial Christian Church, 1001
Andrews Hwy., will have a Christmas
Eve service at 7 p.m.

@ St. Nicholas’ Episcopal Church,
4000 W. Loop 250 N., will have a
Christmas Eve service at 8 p.m.

@ St. Mark's United Methodist
Church, 1701 Main St., will have a
Christmas Eve Carols and Candielight
service 5:30 p.m. For more information
call 683-3339.

@ The Episcopal Church of the Holy
Trinity, 1412 W. linois'Ave., will have a
Christmas Eve service with a children’s
pageant at 5:30 p.m. and a traditional
service at 8 p.m.

Restaurants open
Christmas:

@ Buffalo Wild Wings, 5107 W. Wad-
ley Ave., 5 p.m.-2 am., 694-9400.

@ Denny’s, 3701 W.Wall St., open
24 hours a day, 520-5306.

@ Furr's, 1116 N. Midkiff Road,
10:30 a.m.-5 p.m., 694-1619.

@ Grand Buffet, 2510 W. Louisiana
Ave., 11 am.-9 p.m., 688-8881.

& IHOP. 2507 W. Loop 250, 684-
5759; 301 E. I-20, 686-0537, 24 hours

a day.

@ MD Pizza Factory, 4706 N. Midkift

Road, Suite 13, 4-8:30 p.m; 692-4440

& Way Out West Steak and Buffet,
515 Andrews Highway, 10:30 am.-5
p.m., 697-4196.

Grocery store hours

H-E-B
Christmas Eve:6am. o8 pm.
Christmas Day: Closed

Albertsons
Christmas Eve:8am.t09p.m.
Chnstmas: 8 am.10 4 p.m. (An-

drews Highway location only, other two
stores will be closed)

Wal-Mart

Chnistmas Eve: Closing 8 p.m.

Christmas: Closed

Christmas Eve

weather

Warmest Dec. 24

1955 82

1964 79

1971 /8

1969 74

1977 72

Lowest lows

1983 6

1953 8

1966 14

1990 14

2004 16

Snowtalls

Year inches

2011 58

1943 49

1975 1.3

2009 05

Christmas Day

weather

Warmest

1955 78

1964 Id

1942 76

1971 /4

2005 73

Lowest lows

1983 7

1953 14

1998 17

2004 19

2009 19

Snowtalls

Year nches

1939 1.7

1997 1.0

1987 04

1974 0.1
Lottery

Pick 3 day: 6-4-9

Pick 3 night: 8-5-3

Daily 4 day: 4-8-8-9

Daily 4 night: 9-2-3-7

Cash Five: 4-13-17-21-37
Lotto Texas: 21-22-29-32-46-49

WII 1-18-35-39-44

All or Nothing (moming): 1-4-5-7-
8-10-15-17-18-19-22-23

All or Nothing (day): 2-3-6-10-11-
16-17-18-19-20-22-23

All or Nothing (evening): 2-3-8-9-
13-16-17-20-21-22-23-24

All or Nothing (night): 2-3-4-5-7-
11-13-16-17-18-19-21

Today in history

Today is Sunday, Dec. 23, the 358th
day of 2012. There are eight days left
in the year.

Today’s highlight:

On Dec. 23, 1972, in what became
known as football's “immaculate Re-

ception,” Franco Harris of the Pittsburgh®
Steelers caught a pass thrown by Terry
Bradshaw and scored a touchdown
after the ball had been deflected during
a colision between Jack Tatum of the
Oakiand Raiders and the Steelers’
John Fuqua; the Steelers won the
game (and an AFC divisional playoff)
13-7, despite controversy over the
exact circumstances of the play.

On this date:

In 1991, fire destroyed a house in

Thursday
The Nutcracker by the Moscow Bal-

St., will have a Chyrist-

r

credit,” Angelo said. “She
showed she will do what it

She earned it.”

4

that trend continued easily
this November. Craddick
collected more than 56
percent of the vote in the
general election.

Politics is in her blood.
Her resume also boasted
a position as a national

at numerous county and
state conventions. She also
had ' and raised

“This wasn’t about me;
it’s about Christi,” Tom
Craddick said.

“We let her do her own
thing. Near the end of the
runoff, she was going to
Houston and not getting
back until 3 a.m.”

In winning statewide,

something her father never
attempted. Tom Craddick
said he thought briefly
about running for governor
in the early 1990s. Ann
Richards was governor at

“You have to give Christi

takes to win a state primary.

convention officer and work

campaign dollars for others.

Craddick found a way to do

Christi Craddick and her father, Tom Craddick, talk with Dave Joyner on

July 18 before the Midiand

County Republican Women's luncheon. Thohﬂnr-dauaﬂﬂmwholdmomou.awh
Texas politics, uwortﬂmloobnmrt

the time, and a poll showed
Craddick with high name
ID. However, Ww.
Bush called and said he
was going to run, leaving
Craddick with an attractive
plan B.

“I was interested in being
speaker,” he said.

WHAT THE
FUTURE HOLDS

It was at the end of the
2011 legislative session that
Christi Craddick suggested
a run might be in her future.
Michael Williams and
Elizabeth Ames Jones, both

 commissioners at the time,
saw potential candidacies
for Kay Bailey Hutchison’s
Senate seat and were ready
to put the commission in
their rearview murror.

After capturing the most
votes in the GOP primary
and runoff and November’s
general, she became the
youngest female elected
statewide in Texas, accord-
ing to her father.

As with any newcomer to
the political scene, it is easy
to wonder if Craddick will
have any desire to serve one
term or multiple terms on

the commission and then
run for another office. As
Williams and Ames Jones
recently found out, the Rail-
road Commission hasn’t
offered a stepping stone for.
other statewide offices.

Jones pointed to the
energy sector’s resurgence
and how it offers a commis-
sioner a statewide position,
which makes it easier to
raise money.

Angelo said it depends
on the individual and tim-
ing. With Gov. Rick Perry
and Lt. Gov. Dewhurst
having occupied their

' M*’h'
- Todd Staples — waiting

MRT file photo
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first steps
for state-

their tum.
also has taken
wide office.
"Welllwu:’mwh-lhe
does with the
Jones said.
is an opportunity.”
Jones said it will be
interesting to see how his
daughter’s ascension will
affect Tom Craddick’s
legislative session. Jones
expects the elder Craddick
to exercise influence for a
more conservative party
and state government.

However, Jones also sees
parallels to the father-son
duo of Ron and Rand Paul.

“Ron Paul made a
conscious effort not to hurt
the Romney campaign and
tonotdanngethepohucal
future of his son,
said. “You nughtuc'lbm
Craddick behave in a simi-
lar manner.”

Tom Craddick, who has
represented Midland during
six different decades going
back to 1969, sees himself
continuing to represent an
amaactwemmlandgas
ISSues.

“I represent my district
and the state,” Craddick
said. “She (Christi) is ec-
static, and Nadine and | are
so proud of her. It is hard to
express it.” -

there

Associated Press

CHICAGO — If the
wireless Intemet connec-
tion during your holiday
flight seems more reliable
than it used to, you could
have the humble potato to
thank.

While major airlines of-
fer in-flight Wi-Fi on many
flights, the signal strength
can be spotty. Airlines
and aircraft makers have
been striving to improve
this with the growing use
of wireless devices and
the number of people who
don’t want to be discon-
nected, even 35,000 feet
up.

Engineers at Chicago-
based Boeing Co. used
sacks of potatoes as stand-
ins for passengers as they
worked to eliminate weak
spots in in-flight wire-
less signals. They needed
full planes to get accurate
results during signal test-
ing, but they couldn’t ask
people to sit motionless
for days while data was
gathered.

“That’s where potatoes
come into the picture,”
Boeing spokesman Adam
Tischler said.

It turns out that potatoes
— because of their water
content and chemistry —

Boeing engineers use spuds
to improve in-air Wi-Fi

absorb and reflect radio
wave signals much the
same way as the human
body does, making them
suitable substitutes for
airline passengers.

“It’s a testament to the
ingenuity of these engi-
neers. They didn’t go in
with potatoes as the plan,”
Tischler said.

Recapping the seren-
dipitous path that led to
better onboard wireless,
Tischler said a member of
the research team stumbled
across an article in the
Journal of Food Science
describing research in
which 15 vegetables and
fruits were evaluated for
their dielectric properties,
or the way they transmit
electric force without
conduction.

Its conclusions led the
Boeing researchers to won-
der 1if potatoes might serve
just as well as humans dur-
ing their own signal test-
ing. Despite some skepti-
cism, they ended up buying
20,000 pounds of them.

Video and photos of
the work, which started
in 2006, show a decom-
missioned airplane loaded
with row upon row of
potato sacks that look like
large, lumpy passengers.
The sacks sit eerily still in
the seats as the engineers

collect data on the strength
of wireless signals in vari-
Ous spots.

The Boeing engineers
added some complicated
statistical analysis and the
result was a proprietary
system for fine tuning
Internet signals so they
would be strong and reli-
able wherever a laptop was
used on a plane.

Boeing said the system
also ensures Wi-Fi signals
won't interfere with the
plane’s sensitive naviga-
tion and communications
equipment.

“From a safety stand-
point, you want to know
what the peak signals are,
what'’s the strongest signal
one of our communications
and navigation systems
might see from a laptop
or 150 laptops or 350
laptops,” Boeing engineer
Dennis Lewis explains in
a video.

In a nod to the humor
In using a tuber to solve
a high-tech problem,
researchers dubbed the
project Synthetic Personnel
Using Dialectic Substitu-
tion, or SPUDS.

The company said better
Wi-Fi signals can be found
already on three Boeing
aircraft models flown by
major airlines: 777, 747-8
and the 787 Dreamliner.

history.

rusted but intact.

Perhaps most interesting, a rock con-
taining what is believed to be an ancient
map has emerged in the Mississippi River

in southeast Missouri.

The rock contains etchings believéd to
be up to 1,200 years old. It was not in the
_river a millennium ago, but the changing
| course Of the waterway now normally
puts it under water — exposed only in
periods of extreme drought. Experts are
wary of giving a specific location out of
fear that looters will take a chunk of the
rock or scribble graffiti on it.

“It appears to be a map of prehistoric
Indian villages,” s.iid Steve Dasovich, an

.

ST. LOUIS — From sunken steamboats
to a millennium-old map engraved in
rock, the drought-drained rivers of the na-
tion’s midsection are offering a rare and
fleeting glimpse into years gone by.

Lack of rain has left many rivers at low
levels unseen for decades, creating prob-
lems for river commerce and recreation
and raising concerns about water supplies
and hydropower if the drought persists
Into next year, as many fear.

But for the curious, the receding water
is offering an occasional treasure trove of

An old steamboat is now visible on the
Missouri River near St. Charles, Mo., and
other old boats nestled on river bottoms
are showing up elsewhere. A World War
Il minesweeper, once moored along the
Mississippi River as a museum at St. Lou-
is before it was torn away by floodwaters
two decades ago, has become visible —

Low-water rivers offer glimpse of history

Associated Press

anthropology professor at Lindenwood

University in St. Charles.
fascinating is that it shows village sites
we don’t yet know about.” -

Old boats are turning up in several
locations, including sunken steamboats
dating to the 19th century.

That’s not surprising considering the
volume of steamboat traffic that once
traversed the Missouri and Mississippi
rivers. Dasovich said it wasn’t uncom-
mon in the 1800s to have hundreds of
steamboats pass by St. Louis each day,
given the fact that St. Louis was once
among the world’s busiest inland ports.
The boats, sometimes lined up two miles
deep and four boats wide in both direc-
tions, carried not only people from town
to town but goods and supplies up and
down the rivers.

Sinkings were common among the
wooden vessels, which often were poorly

constructed.

* What often

What's really

“The average lifespan of a steamboat
on the Missouri River was five years,”
Dasovich said. “They were made quickly.
If you could make one run from St. Louis
to Fort Benton, Mont., and back, you've
paid for your boat and

proﬁt After that, it’s almost like they
didn’t care what happened.”
happened, at least on the
Missouri River, was the boat would strike |
an underwateru'ecthathadbeenupmoted
and become lodged
tearing a hole that would sink the ship. .
Dasovich estimated that the remains of
500 to 700 steamboats sit at the bottom

probably made

in the river bottom,

of the Missouri River, scattéred from its .

N

monthmMonmntoitsconvergemewith
the Mississippi near St. Lo‘u
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executive vice president
Wayne LaPierre embraced
the “more guns, less
crime” philosophy popular
among gun rights advo-
cates. He put forward a
plan to place armed volun-
teer guards in schools.

“The only thing that
stops a bad guy with a gun
Is a good guy with a gun,”
LaPierre said.

In doubling down on
more guns as the solution
to gun violence, the NRA
was wary of its reputation
among pro-gun rivals as
too cozy with the Wash-
ington establishment, and
too willing to compro-
mise.

Earlier last week, one
such group, Gun Owners
of America, contrasted its
belief that designated gun-
free zones made schools a
tempting target to NRA'’s
silence on the issue.

“One of great untold
stories about NRA is that
it’s 1n a constant battle
with grassroots mem-
bers,” said Ross Baker, a
political science professor
at Rutgers University who
says he is a gun owner
and on-again, off-again
NRA member. “There is a
feeling that NRA lobby-
1sts in Washington have
gone native, that they’re
more interested in making
deals than protecting gun
rights.”

An example: The NRA
opposed gun-buyer back-
ground checks contained
in the Brady bill approved
by Congress in 1993 and
fought an element of it all
the way to a 1997 victory
in the Supreme Court.

But ultimately the NRA
supported background
checks once they became
computerized and gun
purchasers waited minutes
rather than days for the
FBI system to approve or
deny them.

In 2007, the NRA also
signed off on improving
the background check’s

= — — - B e

ability to flag prospective
purchasers disqualified by
mental illness. Gun Own-
ers of America opposed
the measure.

The Connecticut shoot-
ings capped what appears
to have been a losing year
for the NRA. In the 2012
elections, the organiza-
tion saw it’s investment
of more than $18 million
against President Obama
and Democratic Senate
nominees go down in
flames.

Still, the secret of the
NRA'’s long record of
success lies in its inti-
mate connection with its
gun-owner membership,
its ability to turn on and
turn off political heat in
lightening quick fashion,
whether it be the halls of
Congress, the state capi-
tals or local town councils.

“On the Hill, the tradi-
tion is if you cross the
NRA, there’s a price to
pay, said Josh Sugar-
mann, a Newtown, Conn.,
native and gun-control
advocate who is executive
director of the Violence
Policy Center and author
of a book “NRA: Money,
Firepower and Fear.”

“You cross victims of
gun violence, there’s been
no price to pay. Usu-
ally there’s no balance
between the NRA and
Americans who favor gun
control. That balance, un-
fortunately, only arises in
the aftermath of shootings
like those in Newtown.”

Though the NRA may
be on the defensive,
veteran observers of the
Washington influence
game say doubters who
discount the group’s clout
do so at their peril.

“The NRA is a stake-
holder in any discussion
of the problem of im-
proper use of firearms or
excessively militarized
hardware,” said Baker.
“They have to be part of
the discussion.”

Reports: Rolling Stones
guitarist Ronnie Wood

marries new wife

Associated Press

LONDON —

Two British newspapers say Rolling

Stones guitarist Ronnie Wood has married his fiancee,
Sally Humphreys, at a ceremony at London’s Dorchester

Hotel.

The Sun and the Daily Mirror carried photographs
of the 65-year-old rocker with a pale boutonniere and a
dark blue suit, and his 34-year-old bride in a traditional
white gown and a clutch of matching white flowers.

The Sun quoted Wood as saying “I’m feeling great

asheandhmbndehssedandpowdfor
the exclusive hotel in London’s upscale Ma
rs said the mmcludod singer Rod
meum as well as ex-
his wife, Nancy Shevell.
Acallmdmmﬂwm:u.s-
wcrcnummednlclymwdSMy
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Bay of Pigs veterans
remember release
from Cuba

Veterans from the failed
Bayofl’ipsigndoun

celebrating 50 years since
their release from Cuba.

The first
of pri arrived at

on Dec. 23, 1962. Some
survivors from those flights
planned a reunion Saturday
at the Bay of Pigs Museum
in Miami’s Little Havana.
More than a 1,100 Ba
of were he
for 20 months followi
the disastrous April 1961
invasion to overthrow Fidel
Castro’s government. They
were eventually released
under an agreement in
which Cuba would receive
more than $50 million
worth of food and medical
supplies.

ALABAMA
Arrest made after 2
killed at nightclub

HOOVER — Police
have arrested a suspect
in the shooting deaths of
two people overnight at a
nightclub near Birming-
ham, Ala.

Hoover police Capt.
James Coker said U.S.
marshals made an arrest at
7 a.m., seven hours after
the shooting inside Mar-
tini’s Lounge in Hoover,
Ala. The suspect has not
yet been charged. Coker
said the suspect is male but
did not release his name.

The victims are a
19-year-old man, Monteno
Alonzo Peebles-Kellogg
and a 20-year-old woman,
Lakenya Chaniese Moton.
Both lived in Birmingham.
They were declared dead at
the scene.

A third victim was
treated at UAB Trauma
Center and released after
gunshot injuries that were
not life-threatening. Coker
didn’t give the person’s
identity.

Coker said the circum-
stances are still under
investigation.

FLORIDA

Reggae’s Buju
Banton awaits ruling
on mistrial

TAMPA — A Flornida
juror who voted to con-
vict Jamaican reggae
singer Buju Banton on
drug charges has denied
improperly researching the
case during trial, despite a
weekly newspaper’s report
that quoted her as saying
that she did.

Banton is serving a 10-
year prison sentence for
his convictions on cocaine
conspiracy and traffick-
ing charges stemming
from a 2009 arrest. The
Grammy winner faces an
additional five years for his
conviction on a related gun
possession charge, but his
resentencing hearing was
postponed to investigate
the report of juror
misconduct.

HARTMANNINTENSITY"

! i
-l'.'l 1
) | TR TTLS

prisoners -
Homestead Air Force Base

ot g
Mississippi.
Alabama and some coastal
counties in eastern Texas
and western Florida, and in
adjacent Gulf waters and
bays.

“This is a positive
development, but my
focus remains on holding
BP and the other defen-
dants accountable for the
extraordinary economic
and environmental
inflicted on Alabama,” said
Alabama Attorney General
Luther Strange in a
statement.
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DOLCE & GABBANA DONNA KARAN
POUR FEMME CASHMERE MIST

3.3 oz. Eau de Parfum Spray, $98 3.4 oz. Eau de Parfum, $98

CALVIN KLEIN
EUPHORIA FOR WOMEN
3.4 oz. Eau de Parfum Spray, $82

What they want to receive. What you want to give.

VERSACE POUR HOMME
3.4 oz. Eau de Toilette Spray, $76

CALVIN KLEIN
EUPHORIA FOR MEN
3.4 0z. Eau d~ Toilette Spray, $72

LACOSTE
EAU DE LACOSTE L.12.12

3.3 0z. Eau de Toilette, $62

Selection varies by size and store. Call 1-800-345-5273 to find a Dillard’s store near you.

L ]

Reward Certificates®
that you can use on all Dillard's
merchandise Me exchasions.

Choose the Dillard’s Card Sonpeshienn : 3 g
Rewards Option you fike best. % OIT Shopping Passes -
Visk Diliards.com/mychoice for more information on how to enroll with no lemit to how much you can OR ™

save al Dilard's all day, one |




By Patrick Condon

Associated Press

LITCHFIELD, Minn.
— Dozens of Minne-
sota Scandinavians and
the people who love them
flock to the VFW Club in
Litchfield every Thursday
from November through
January, where a $20 bill
will get you a big steam-
ing hunk of the frequently
mocked fish dish known
as lutefisk. It comes with
meatballs, mashed pota-
toes, cranberry sauce and
the potato flatbread known
as lefse — all of which
helps to make up for the
dubious entree.

“Butter helps it slide
down your throat,” said
Dennis Voss, the husband
of a Norwegian-Amernican,
revealing his own survival
secret for stomaching the
gelatinous blob as they
dined with friends on
lutefisk amid a bustling
lunchtime crowd.

America’s rising foodie
culture has inspired a new
generation of chefs and
adventurous eaters who
have mined ethnic and an-
tiquated food traditions to
create gourmet delicacies.
Even Scandinavian cuisine,
not usually considered the
most savory, is sharing
the spotlight. It's winning
plaudits at restaurants from
Minneapolis's nation-
ally recognized Bachelor
Farmer to Copenhagen’s
world-renowned Noma,
where globe-trotting diners
wait months for reserva-
tions.

But lutefisk. a dned
white cod reconstituted
in caustic chemucals, 18
one heritage dish that
has remained stubbornly
unimproved. Yet it lives on
in places where people of
Scandinavian descent are
NUMErous.

A list of churches, Scan-
dinavian cultural gather-
ings, restaurants and clubs
that serve lutefisk runs to
22 pages on one website
dedicated to the dish,
showcasing sites in Min-
nesota. Wisconsin, lowa,
the Dakotas, Montana.
and Washington. as well
as snowbird outposts like
Arizona and Flonda.

Every year dunng the
hohdays, a loyal legion
shows up to partake. While
their ancestors needed
hardy food that wouldn 1
spoil, lutefisk tanciers
agree the reason to cat 1t
now 1s less obvious —
or entirely lost on most
pcnph.‘.

“You have to try 1t at
least three times,  says
Voss. 79.
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50% OFF
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Ryan Bosma serves lutefisk to Marian Rasmussen at the VFW in Litchfield, Minn., on Thursday. Dozens of Minnesota Scandinavians

and the people who love them still flock to the VFW Club in Litchfield every Thursday from November through January, where a $20 bill

will get you a big steaming hunk of the frequently mocked fish dish known as lutefisk.

the ndicule lutefisk widely
evokes— provide much of
the answer.

The heart of lutefisk
country is west of Minne-
apolis, where eastern nver
valleys Hatten into western
prairies that were heavily
settled by Scandinavian
immigrants in the 19th and
early 20th centunes. Fur-
ther west from Litchfield,
a sign in the tiny town of
Madison welcomes visi-
tors to “Lutefisk Capital
USA"

The VFW’s lutefisk spe-
cial comes in “Ole” (large)
and “Lena” (small) por-
tions. The fish resembles
a quivering hunk of white
Jell-O, and 1s served with
an equally snow-white
cream sauce and a small
cup of melted butter, which
really does help. The
demographic i1s noticeable:

Have a
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Christmas Wish?

Let Accent Granite

Showroom & Indoor Slab Gallery

Monday-Friday 9AM-5PM « Saturday SAM-12PM
4309 SCR 1290 (Coors Road) » Odessa, TX 79765
(432) 563-8004 « www.Accent-Granite.com
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“You got to have white hair
to eat it,” said Voss.

Chris Dorff, president
of Olsen Fish Company
in Minneapolis, a major
supplier of lutefisk, said
he's read histories that
trace the dish to the time of
the Vikings. The unusual
process of drying and later
re-hydrating 1t was born of
necessity in a part of the
world where long winters
required creativity in food
storage and preparation.

“It wasn’t about enjoy-
ing food, like the Italians,”
said Dorff, whose com-
pany still buys all its dnied
ling cod for lutefisk from
Norway. “It was about
sustenance.”

The tenacious bland-
ness has provided fodder
for everyone from amateur
humornists like Jim Nord
Harms, the Minneapolis-

Accent
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Lots of great Gift Ideas at

Frank Hawk Jewelry

e Clocks e« Watches e Diamond Earrings e Pearls

e Diamond Pendants ¢ Gemstonce Jewelry

e 24k Gold Roses
We offer many Services to help you

be the best Santa you can be!

Complimentary Gift Wrap Service with purchase.
Open December 24" until 1pm
m

Narda Poe

Accredited Jewelry Professional. G LA
A0S Daddson Street Old Town Vhidiand ® 684-4525

Shanna Hawk Moran
Graduate Gemologist. G.1 A

CARPET TILE
Large Quantihes
In Same Color
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area retiree who runs the
LuthsklLoversLifeline.com
web site, to Minnesota's
homegrown satirist Garn-
son Keillor. Harris, whose
mother was Swedish, uses
that country’s spelling:
Norwegians add the ‘e .
Most pronounce it LOOT-
uh-fisk.

“Ole and Lars were
talking,” Harms said, min-
ing his arsenal of lutefisk
jokes. “Ole says to Lars,
I’ve got these skunks living
under my porch. So Lars
says, just throw some lu-
tefisk under there. A week
later Lars asks Ole, did you
get rnid of them skunks?

oo
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And Ole says | sure did,
but now I've got Swedes
living under there.”
Chefs who have found
redeeming qualities in
other bland Scandinavian

staples have mostly avoid-

ed the lutefisk challenge.
On the menu at Minne-
apolis’s Fika, a restaurant
at the city’s American
Swedish Institute, you'll
find grilled white as-
paragus in an emulsion of
shallot and pine essence.
topped with house-made
gravlax and syrup made
from pine cones and pine

buds. At Bachelor Farmer,

owned by Minnesota Gov.

OPEN TODAY 2
Sunday, December 23rd

Scandinavian dish lives on despite bland taste

Mark Dayton’s adult sons
and which recently landed
a spot on Bon Appetit
azine's 2012 list of the
10 pnew restaurants

in America, you'll find

a modemn take on Swed-
ish meatballs and other
Scandinavian-inflected
delicacies. But no lutefisk.

Paul Berglund, the chef
at Bachelor Farmer, never
tried lutefisk until recently.
He found it “not that
gross.”

Michael Fitzgerald, the
chef at Fika, finally learned
to cook the fish in No-
vember when the institute
threw its annual lutefisk
dinner, serving about 400
people. He poached it with
white wine and herbs,
then baked it for about 20
minutes. “It didn’t turn out
too bad,” he said. That’s in
contrast to the traditional
preparation: drop it in
boiling water for about 8
minutes.

“If you overcook it, even
by a minute or two, It’s
going to take on a kind of
unappealing jelly consis-
tency,” Dorff said.

Berglund said he
wouldn’t rule out putting
lutefisk on the Bachelor
Farmer menu someday.
“But only if I could figure
out a way to do it that
would make it nearly im-
possible to dislike,” he said.

Dorff said his lutefisk
sales drop about 5 percent
every year, but he has no
plans to stop making it.
They still sell about half a
million pounds a year, he
said.

A recent visitor asked
Dorff if he really likes
lutefisk. There was a very
long pause.

“Yeah, I do,” Dorff said.
“It’s just one of those
things. I'd prefer a piece of
halibut or some crab legs.
But | like it. It’s got butter
on it. Butter is good.”
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Onriginal Paintings

Limited Edition
Artoork

Sculptures
Leather Boxes
Turned Stone Pottery

Custom Framing
Ready-Made Frames
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...For Gifts They Will Treasure Forever!
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Classified Word Ads
& Publishing On:

‘ Fri., Dec. 21st
_&%, y Sat., Dec. 22nd
Sun., Dec. 23rd
Mon., Dec. 24th
Tues., Dec. 25th

Classified Display Ads
Publishing On:
Sat., Dec. 22nd
Sun., Dec. 23rd
Mon., Dec. 24th

Tues., Dec. 25th

Retail Display Ads
Publishing On:

Sat., Dec. 22nd
Sun., Dec. 23rd
Sun., Dec. 23rd
(Oil Report/West Texas Living, Arts & Ent.)
Mon., Dec. 24th
_Tues., Dec. 25th -

Deadline is:

Thur., Dec. 20th, 5 PM
Fri., Dec. 21st, 12 PM
Fri., Dec. 21st, 3 PM
Fri., Dec. 21st, 3 PM
Fri., Dec. 21st, 5 PM

Deadline is:
Thur., Dec. 20th, 5 PM
Thur,, Dec. 20th, 5 PM
Thur., Dec. 20th, 5 PM

Fri., Dec. 21st, 1PM

Deadline is: -
Thur., Dec. 20th, 5,PM
Thur., Dec. 20th,, 5PM"

Wed., Dec.:19th, 12 PM =
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landed By Michael Rubinkam

ut Associated Press

t of the

ants RINGTOWN, Pa. — A

ind peculiar sort of alchemy

wed- takes place each Christmas

her season in Pennsylvania

ted coal country, where skilled

stefisk. itioners huddle over

e chef ig pots of steaming liquid,

never coaxing a nt but sooth-

scently. ing elixir secret reci-

it pes handed down through
the generations.

d, the s alcoholic yuletide

learned cocktail, called boilo, has

NO- been a household staple for

stitute more than a century, sipped

efisk warm or hot to celebrate

ut 400 the holidays and ward off

| it with winter’s chill. Boilo parties

S, are in full swing right now

out 20 as coal-region kitchens fill

urn out with the fragrant, intoxicat-

hat’s in ing aroma of spices and

tional citrus. | Associated Press

in “It warms you up,” said

out 8 Chris Brokenshire, “and it Chris Brokenshire poses with his creation, a drink mix based on a tfaditional Pennsylvania coal-
warms our spirits, t00.” region cocktail called boilo, in Ringtown, Pa., on Dec. 12. Brokenshire is trying to commercialize the

it. even ycar—old forklift drink, which has been around for at least a oontury and is typically consumed around the holidays.

it’ 0 ralor from Ringtown v |

Lilltl csla - kﬁfyws of what he E:i oke But people are buying it he had no idea what to ex-  anian immigrants, boilo

ik He’s been making and as fast as his _manufacturer pect w!len those first $8.99  shares ingredients with
drinking boilo for nearly can produce it and Broken-  bags hit stores. After all, krupnikas, a traditional
20 years. And now he’s shire can bag it. Broken- this i1s a tl'ldltlon ln which spiced honey liquor that

itting hoping to export this shire sold out of his _ln{ud family rec has been consumed in

elor obscure cultural oddity to  -Tun of 1,000 bags withina  like fine Lithuania and Poland

fay. the masses, developing a fc\y weeks, and he projects “It was a very scary

figure drink mix that he began he’ll sell 30,000 bags by thing,” said Brokenshire,

at selling last month in a few  APril, when the arrival of wha invested $30,000 in -

y im- brick-and-mortar stores in warmer weather marks the fledgling business, and H ( ) / ] (/ ( / 'l |

he caid. Schuylkill County — the the end of the traditional whose father and fiancee .

efisk epicenter of the boilo-mak-  boilo-making season. He are helping him get it up H / aia

yercent ing tradition — as well as dreams of replicating — and running. “I didn’t TR

25 NO online at his website. on a smaller scale — the know how the community .

g it. Purists may sniff that success of Yuengling beer, would react, because 1t 1s ( . /_-” VA f”t’; { I A

 half a Brokenshire’s powdered another coal-region staple so popular and (a com- | }

ar. he boilo mix is a rather that has crossed over to the mercial version) has never (. /U ¢ dl - /U
generic facsimile of the mainstream. been tested and tried.” J .-

sked homemade concoction The budding boilo baron  The early returns have Closed All Doy

kes that’s typically made with figured his target market him ecstatic. e

a very ingredients like honey, would be consumers who “It’s just shooting )
oranges, lemons, caraway  don’t have a good recipe of through the roof,” he said.

£ said. and anise seeds, cinnamon  their own, and those who “I never expected to be in a

se sticks, ginger ale, and simply don’t have time to situation like this.”

piece of whiskey. make it from scratch. But The invention of Lithu-

?;ﬁﬁ;} T B #13 Impenal Shnppmg Ctr.

j-ﬂ . & Midkift

for “boil” or “cook.”
Leonas Putrius, a re-
searcher at the Lithuanian
Research and Studies Cen-
ter in Chicago, confesses
to never having heard

of either boilo or viryta
before being asked about
it. But he said it’s clear that
immigrants took a little of
the Old World with them to
the New.

*“The first wave of im-
migrants brought their cul-
ture with them and made
localized versions of an old
tradition,” he said.

Ann Wargo, 87, the

l..i-_--l

made with moonshine, ei-
ther “because they couldn’t
get anything else, or they
didn’t have the money to
get anything else.”

It was strong stuff. “I
imagine they probably got
into another world” after
dnnking it, she quipped.

Like most modern boilo
makers, Wargo forgoes
the illicit hooch in favor
of Four Queens, a $10
whiskey distilled in New
Jersey.

In a nod to that tradi-
tion, Brokenshire’s mix
calls for the addition of
Four Queens (as well as
honey and water). Put it in
the blender, nuke it for a
few seconds, and you have
instant boilo.

Mark Kowalonek,
third-generation proprietor
of the century-old Kow-
alonek’s Kielbasy Shop
in Shenandoah, was the
first merchant to stock the
mix. He hasn’t been able to
keep it on the shelf.

Deal reached to reopen peanut butter plant

Associated Press vember to for the first time complied with the consent
use new authority to revoke decree’s requirements and
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. the company’s operating receives written authoriza-
— A troubled New Mexico certificate without a court tion from the FDA.
peanut butter plant that had  hearing. The action came The recall and plant

its licensed yanked after
it was linked to a wide-

after the plant was linked
to a salmonella outbreak

shuttering came as the
region was finishing a

spread salmonella outbreak  that sickened 42 people in  bumper harvest of the
reached a deal Friday to 20 states this fall. prized Valencia peanuts
reswme some 10ns Friday’s filing reinstates  grown almost exclusively
the day after Chni Sunland’s food facility reg- in the region. Because of
under.the watchful eye of istration. But the company  their sweet flavor, they are
federal cannot process or distrib- favored for organic and
A consent decree filed in  ute food from its peanut
federal court said Sunland  butter or peanut mill plants
Inc,, the nation’s larg- in Portales until it has
est organic peanut butter
can reopen if it
ires an independent expert
to develop a sanitation

plan, which then must be
amovedbytthoodmd
Drug Administration.
Conditions at the plant
prompted the FDA in No-

HOLIDAY HOURS ¥
- Dec 24 - closing at 2pm -

Dec 25 - 27 - closed F
- '} to celebrate with our families

DEC 28 & 29
-; AFTER ‘L'

CHRISTMAS SALE!
10AM-6PM

Dec 31 - Jan 2 - closed R

DESERT ANGLERS || |& Jan 3 -10am-6pm
W PLYSHOP g
| 3419 Caldera Bivd - - 3101 \. Spring * Midland a
. Behind KFC/Taco Bell off Midkiff 43,*3...7.0010 ‘. p
(432) 689-2446 - -
10-6 Mon-Sat Fy '!G . _ .

10 AM-5 PM Tues-Sat,
2-5 PM Sun
1412 W. Ohio, Midland TX
432-685-1112

www.bushchildhoodhome.org fan us on facebook & Ewitter

Merry Christmas

On behalf of the Board of Directors, staff and
- volunteers, we would like to wish you a most
joyous Christmas. May God bless you and bring
~ you peace and joy throughout this season
.and the new year.
« The Home will be closed on Christmas
| A EveaulChrhtmsDay

THE GEORGE W. BUSH

Childhood Home

A PRESIDENTIAL SITE

“We may not sell many
to-the (local) people
because everybody makes
it.” he said. “But from far
away, people are just grab-
bing them up.”

daughter of Lithuanian
immigrants who settled in
Pennsylvania’s coal region
in the late 1800s, recalls

a ime when all boilo was

SALE!

CALL FOR MORE INFO.

432.520.8080

PEST CONTROL
INDOOR/OUTDOOR PEST CONTROL

Andy (A ]) Moore-owner/operator has now opened Firebug Pest Control
Call Today for Appointment

432-212-9554
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50% OFF

All Flll Décnr

- 75% OFF |

25% OFF

One In-Stock Item

WITH COUPON
(valid thru 12/22/12)
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Friday, 10am - Spm « Saturday, 10am - 3pm

HL PLJE[’JID Midland., TX

REBEL BAND

P.O. Box 8741 » Midland, Texas 79708
432-689-1620

Dear friend of the Rebel Band.

The Mighty Rebel Band has been invited to perform an honor concert at

the National Concert Band Festival in Indianapolis in March of 2013. We
need your HELP! This is one of the greatest honors ever bestowed on our
band, however such trips are very costly. This trip will cost approximately
$2000 per student. Many of our students are unable to be responsible for this
amount and do not have the resources to raise all the required funds on their
own. Several fund raising projects have been completed and many students
have already reached their goal, however there are a number of students in
need of assistance.

Over the years, many people stepped in and helped to make it possible for
us to make some great trips, such as the three Presidential Inaugural Parades.
the Tournament of Roses Parade, Carnegie Hall, the Mid-West Clinic in
Chicago, the Seattle trip, Hawaii, and others. I'm asking you at this time to
take your place in this distinguished legacy as a benefactor of the Lee Band.

The Lee Band Booster Club is a non-profit organization under section
501(c)(3). Knowing how much you care about kids, I'm asking you to help
make this “musical trip of a lifetime” possible for our students. If it is at all
possible. please help in this endeavor by sending a donation of any size to
the Lee Band Boosters, P.O. Box 8741, Midland. TX 79708.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart.




By Jason Dearen

Associated Press

Click, print, shoot: Downloadable guns

SAN FRANCISCO —
Download a gun design
to your computer, build it
with a three-dimensional
printer that uses plastics
and other materials, and
fire it minutes later. No
background checks; no
questions asked.

Sound far-fetched? It's
not. And that is disquieting
for gun control advocates.

Rep. Steven Israel,
D-NY, said the prospect of
such guns becoming reality
1s reason enough for the re-
newal of the Undetectable
Firearms Act, which makes
it illegal to build guns that
can’t be detected by X-ray
or metallic scanners. That
law expires at the end of
2013,

At least one group, De-
fense Distributed, claims to
have created downloadable
weapon parts that can be
built using the increasingly
popular new-generation of
printer that can create 3-D
objects with moving parts.

University of Texas
law student Cody Wilson,
24-year-old “"Wiki Weap-
ons” project leader for De-
fense Distributed, said the
group last month test fired
a semi-automatic AR-15
rifle — one of the weapon-
types used in the Con-
necticut school massacre.
Video posted by the group
on YouTube indicates the
gun was built with some
key parts created on a 3-D
printer and fired six times
before 1t broke.

No independcnt observer

verified the test. Federal
firearms regulators said
they are aware of the
technology’s gun-making

sy
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682-3617

50 N. Midland Dr. Suite
Midland, Tx 79703
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Purchase equipment by the end of the year
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AP flle photo

“Wiki Weapons” project leader Cody Wilson points to his laptop
screen displaying an image of a prototype plastic gun on the
screen, while holding in his other a weapon he calls “Invivdual

Mandate in Austin on Oct. 3.

potential but do not believe
an entire weapon has yet
been made.

Still, Israel said the
Defense Distributed effort
was chilling.

When the Undetect-
able Firearms Act was last
renewed 1n 2003, “a gun
made by a 3-D pninter was
like a Star Trek episode,

but now we know it’s real,”

he said.

Even with gun control
pushed to the top of the na-
tional political conversation,
Wilson is steadfast about
reaching his goal of making
a fully downloadable gun.

He keeps three AR-15
parts — one black, one
white and another green
— in his udy student
apartment in Austin.

This weekend, he and his
partners plan to print four
new lower receivers — the

segment of the gun that
includes the trigger, maga-
zine and grip.

Wilson was saddened
by the Connecticut school
attack but said Thursday that
protecting the right to bear
arms by giving everyone
access o guns 1S more im-
portant in the long term than
a single homble crime.

“Clearly what hap-
pened in Connecticut was
a tragedy,” he told The
Associated Press. “Still,
by affording the Second
Amendment protection,
we understand events like
these will happen.”

He said he discussed with
his partners whether they
should suspend their effort,
and they all decided it was
too important to stop.

Wilson acknowledged
there still are many techni-
cal hurdles to creating a

“VOLUNTEERS WANTED"

Midland County Sherifl’s Office
CRISIS INTERVENTION UNIT
400 South Main

C I U Training for new volunteers
oMo S begins January 15th, 2013

This is not your average volunteer work. This 1s the only

civilian unit called to the scene of a crime to support and

help the victim. People of all ages, races, and walks of

life are welcome to apply. All we require of you is a clear

criminal history and a caring for your Midland neighbors.
Classes are Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:30pm-9:30pm.

Call MS for information & application.

( applications must be turned in no later than January Ind, 2013, by noon. )
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arms and Explosives, which
helps enforce gun laws —
said the agency is familiar
with Wilson's project. She
didn’t offer an opinion but
noted there is nothing illegal
about making many types
of guns at home. Exceptions
would be high-powered
weapons such as machine
guns and guns not detectable
by airport scanners.

Advances in 3-D pnnt-
ing technology are fueling
Wilson's goal. The printers
were developed for the
automobile, aerospace and
other industries to create
product prototypes from
the same hard plastics
used in toys such as Legos.
Hobbyists mainly use the
printers to design Christ-
mas ornaments, toys and
gadget accessories.

Prices of the machines
have fallen as the consum-
er market grows, leading
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so-called

scene. Low-end

3-D can now be
online for as
as $1,500. More

high-end printers needed
to make gun parts cost at
least $10,000.

Stratasys Lid. makes 3-D
printers, but gun-making
was never something en-
visioned for the machines,
said Shane Glenn, director
of investor relations at the
Eden Prairie, Minn.-based
company.

“The gun issue is
something that the 3-D
printing industry will have
to address going forward,”
Glenn said.

Right now, most people
interested in 3-D printing
rent time on one of the ma-
chines. There are a number
of businesses and co-ops
in major cities that allow
access to the machines for
a nominal fee.

Early schematics created
by Wilson’s group were
posted on Thingiverse, a
Brooklyn, N.Y.-based web-
site that serves as a hub for

3-D pri aficionados.
After the

Thingiverse took down
links.

Spokeswoman Jenifer
Howard said the focus of
the website is “to empower
the creative process and
make things for good.”

Thingiverse's terms of
service state the site cannot
be used to share content
that contributes to the
creation of weapons.

Wilson said his group has
posted the links to the sche-
matics on its own website.

Paul Saffo, a Silicon Val-
ley technology forecaster
who teaches at Stanford
University’s engineering
school, said the Defense
Distributed work carries
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