
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Officials with Spring Tabernacle 
Ministries say work on the local 
church’s annual toy drive is under 
way, as the ministry hopes to top 
the 350-plus children reached last 
Christmas holiday.

Mona Lue Tonn, pastor of Spring 
Tabernacle Church, said she and 
other church volunteers are still 
sorting through a bevy of holiday 
goodies for area children and will 
be ready to begin handing them out 
Dec. 11.

“This is for 
the people who 
are having a 
hard time mak-
ing ends meet,” 
said Tonn. “We 
don’t want any 
children to 

have to go without this 
Christmas holiday, and 
we know the demand 
will be even more this 
year. There are a lot of 
local families that are 
struggling because of 
the economy.”

Tonn said 
the ministry 

provided several gifts 
apiece for 354 children 
last holiday season, 
items ranging from toys 
to coats.

“Each child received four pres-
ents during last year’s giveaway,” 
said Tonn. “They chose from toys, 
clothes, coats, belts and a lot of 
other things. This year we’re gath-
ering the same type of items, and 

See TOYS, Page 3A

“If you look at this case 
in its entirety, when it 
begins May 30 and 
we’ve wrapped it up 
and concluded it on 
Dec. 4. For a murder 
case in any area that’s 
moving pretty fast.” 
—Hardy Wilkerson, district attorney
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Keep your eyes toward 
the sky in downtown 

Big Spring for a holiday 
surprise.

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

An 18-year-old Big Spring 
resident pleaded guilty to 
charges of murder and aggra-
vated assault with a deadly 
weapon in 118th District Court 
Friday morning, bringing the 
murder case of a local youth 
to a close.

Christopher Olivarez, 18, 
accepted a plea agreement 
that netted the young man 30 
years for the murder charge 
and 10 years for the aggra-
vated assault charge. The 

two sentences will run con-
current, according to How-
ard County District Attorney 
Hardy Wilkerson.

Olivarez was indicted Oct. 
8 by a Howard County grand 
jury for the May 30 shoot-
ing death of 16-year-old Big 
Spring youth Justin Hernan-
dez during an altercation at 
a home in the 1600 block of 
Cardinal.

“This was a very compli-
cated and confusing case. 
There were a lot of witnesses 
and a lot of confusion about 

the factual issues that came 
about,” said Wilkerson. “We 
had some factual concerns go-
ing into trial, and we also had 
some legal concerns. There 
was the potential this could 
become a manslaughter case 
and the maximum (sentence) 
would be 20 years. A 20-year 
conviction would be absolute-
ly unacceptable in my view, 
and for the protection of the 
community and to do my job 
I felt I had to safely get the

See PLEA, Page 3A

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Vaccinations for the H1N1 flu strain are 
finally coming out in force.

Stephanie Ferguson of the Texas Depart-
ment of Health Services Big Spring clinic, 
said the vaccine is now available for no 
charge at her facility.

Vaccinations, which will be by appoint-
ment only, can 
be reserved by 
calling 263-
9782.

Persons cur-
rently eligible 
for the vac-
cine are preg-
nant women, 
children and 
young adults 
between 6 
months and 24 
years of age, 
persons 25 to 
64 years of age 
with high risk 
health conditions, health care workers and 
those who have close contact with infants.

Vaccinations will be dispensed Tuesday 
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
and from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the DSHS clinic 
located at 501 Birdwell Lane. Future vacci-
nation dates will depend on vaccine avail-
ability, Ferguson said.

“If you are not in one of those categories 

See SHOTS, Page 3A

Olivarez pleads guilty to murder

VA lights up
for holidays

H1N1 shots
available at 
local TDHS

Spring Tabernacle ready
for annual ‘toy’ giveaway

Tonn

What: Vaccinations for 
H1N1 flu strain.

Where: Texas 
Department of Health 
Services, College Park 
Shopping Center.

When: By appointment 
only from 9-11 a.m. and 
1-4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday.

For reservations: Call 
263-9782.

HERALD photos/Steve Reagan

At right, Joseph Mosino gives Santa Claus his 
Christmas wish list during the Big Spring VA 
Medical Center’s holiday lighting ceremony 
Friday evening. Above, the facility’s holiday 
greeting to the community is emblazoned in 
lights.



EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — 
Bradie James reached into the 
past for a little inspiration as the 
Dallas Cowboys head into their 
most uncertain time of year: 
December.

The linebacker spoke with 
Tony Dorsett, the Hall of Fame 
running back who was part of 
the first wave of Dallas glory 
days. The kind of days James 
and his teammates are trying to 
relive.

“He was talking about one 
mystique they had when he was 
here was that when they put on 
the blue jerseys, they would 
lose,” James said of Dorsett, who 
won a Super Bowl with Dallas in 
his rookie season, 1977. “The 
only way that they could right 
that wrong was to go out there 
and kick people’s tails in the 
blue jerseys.

“So for us, in December, the 
only way we can get through 
December is to win. Point-blank. 
Simple.”

Not so simple.
Heading into Sunday’s game 

at the Meadowlands with the 
Giants, the Cowboys are 5-10 

after Thanksgiving with Tony 
Romo as quarterback. That 
includes some January games, 
regular season and postseason.

Plus, the Cowboys last won a 
playoff game in the 1996 season. 
No, not quite as far back as 
Dorsett’s tenure, but certainly a 
long drought.

Romo doesn’t want to hear any 
of that. He knows the Cowboys 
lead the NFC East at 8-3, the 
Giants are two games back, and 
handing them a sixth loss 
Sunday pretty much would 
make the Giants an afterthought 
in the division.

“We don’t look at other sea-
sons,” Romo said. “This is this 
season, it’s a brand new football 
team. Nothing that happened in 
1999 and 2004 or 2008 has any 
bearing on what is going to hap-
pen this December.”

What the Giants need to hap-
pen this December is a turn-
around. A quick one, too, 
because they host Philadelphia 
and visit Washington in the next 
two weeks. A sweep would put 
them in position to win the divi-
sion, or at the least be solidly in 
the wild-card mix.

But winning lately has not 

been so simple for New York. 
After starting 5-0, including a 
victory at Dallas in the regular-
season opener for Cowboys 
Stadium, the Giants have gone 
1-5, with the victory coming in 
overtime against Atlanta. 
Quality opponents New Orleans, 
San Diego, Arizona, Denver and 
Philly beat them.

If ever there was a time to 
recapture what worked for the 
first five games, it’s now. In fact, 
if it doesn’t happen now, the 
Giants won’t be making any 
playoff appearances.

“Every game from now on is 
like a playoff game,” linebacker 
Chase Blackburn said. “We have 
to win them to get to the play-
offs. We’ve got to make our run 
right now. It’s a five-game sea-
son.”

Dallas still has San Diego and 
New Orleans on tap, along with 
the Redskins and Eagles. The 
Giants’ final two games are 
against Carolina and at 
Minnesota. Neither of those 
schedules is easy.

So if you want to drag out the 
old must-win description, go 

COLLEGE STATION — Texas A&M 
started slowly in its previous game. 
The 19th-ranked Aggies were con-
vinced not to let it happen again.

On Friday night, they started fast 
and then held on for a 74-62 victory 
over Akron that snapped the Zips’ 
four-game winning streak.

Donald Sloan had 17 points, includ-
ing a 3-pointer in the game-changing 
7-0 run for the Aggies (7-1).

Texas A&M led 56-50 with 7:35 to 
play when David Loubeau scored 
inside, Sloan hit his 3 and B.J. Holmes 

scored on a fastbreak layup to make it 
a 13-point lead in just over a minute.

“We were just missing a lot of shots,” 
A&M guard Derrick Roland said when 
asked why Akron was able to still be 
hanging around late in the game. “We 
missed a lot of 3-pointers and a lot of 
layups, too. Not to take anything away 
from Akron, they were playing good 
defense, but we were also missing 
shots.”

Darryl Roberts and Chris McKnight 
both had 12 points for the Zips (4-3), 
who committed 17 turnovers that the 
Aggies turned into 19 points.

“We were concerned about their 

toughness,” said Akron coach Keith 
Dambrot, whose team allowed 11 
steals. “That’s their deal — playing on 
their home court. We just got a little 
sloppy, really.”

On Wednesday night, the Aggies 
started slowly against Prairie View 
A&M, trailing 15-6 4 minutes in on the 
way to an 84-59 victory.

On Friday, A&M followed a differ-
ent path, taking a 13-2 lead a little 
more than 4 minutes into the game. 
The Zips slowly climbed back, thanks 
in part to eight first-half points from 
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Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story  idea? Call Joe Zigtema at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. E-mail results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSports
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A&M Aggies snap Akron’s 4-game win steak 

Associated Press

Associated Press

Area tournaments 
resume play

The Big Spring, Coahoma, Stanton and Sands 
basketball teams are back in action today at the 
Gym Bice Classic and Coahoma Invitational tour-
naments, respectively.

The tournaments will wrap up tonight. Check 
Monday’s Herald for results.

Big Spring’s boys won its first game against 
Lamesa 60-55. The girls team lost 61-28 to Abernathy. 
Coahoma’s boys and girls teams won their first 

games of the tournament, beating Sands.

Garden City in semifinal
tonight against Follett

The Garden City Bearkats will take on Follett 
tonight at 6:30 p.m. in Plainview, not Sundown, as 
was reported in Friday’s Herald.

The Bearkats defeated then No. 1-ranked 
Throckmorton last week 84-80, and is one win away 
from an appearance in the state championship. 
Garden City is 12-1 on the season.

Follett is also 12-1 on the season, its only loss 
coming to Throckmorton. 

Check Monday’s Herald for game results.

Borden County in hunt
for consecutive state titles

The Borden County Coyotes will make a push to 
make it back to the state championship Saturday as 
they play Motley County at Lowrey Field in 
Lubbock.

The Coyotes are winners of 27 straight games, 
their last loss dating back to November of 2007.

The Coyotes knocked Sands out of the playoffs last 
week in Lubbock with an 86-36 victory.

Motley County is 10-3 on the season. It defeated 
Miami 62-58 last week in Silverton.

Sports in brief

Mayo’s 25 points
beats Mavs on road

AP Photo/Steve Campbell

Texas A&M’s Donald Sloan scores 
against Akron on Friday. A&M won 
74-62.See A&M, Page 4B

See DALLAS, Page 4B

AP File Photo/ Matt Slocum

Dallas Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo  passes to running back Marion Barber as Philadelphia 
Eagles defensive tackle Mike Patterson reaches for Romo in Philadelphia on Nov. 8.

Cowboys can push Giants to brink
Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — 
The Dallas Mavericks 
may start dreading com-
ing to Memphis.

Zach Randolph had 24 
points and 15 rebounds, 
and O.J. Mayo added 25 
points to help the 
Memphis Grizzlies beat 
Dallas 98-82 on Friday 
night.

The victory marked 
the third straight loss 
for Dallas in Memphis, 
and the 82 points was a 
season low for the 
Mavericks.

Dallas, which shot 58 
percent Wednesday 
night against New 
Jersey, including 81 per-
cent in the first half, 
shot a season-low 35.2 
against the Grizzlies.

“I just think our body 
language was really 
soft,” said Mavericks 
forward Dirk Nowitzki, 
who had 16 points and 
10 rebounds, but was 7 
of 22 from the floor. “I 
think we had good looks. 
We didn’t set picks, but 
we got some good shots 
we usually like. The 
overall energy and body 
language wasn’t great.”

Rudy Gay added 18 
points for the Grizzlies, 
who won their second 
straight. Mike Conley 
finished with 10 points. 
Memphis shot 46 per-
cent on the night, but 
was 9 of 17 outside the 
arc for 53 percent.

“We haven’t been a 
3-point shooting team,” 
Memphis coach Lionel 
Hollins said. “Dallas 
went zone on us because 
they figured they could 
take away our inside 
points. But we attacked 
it just enough where 
they couldn’t stay in 
it.”

Jason Terry led Dallas 
with 18 points, while 
Jason Kidd had 13 points 
and seven assists. 
Nowitzki’s 16 points 
snapped his streak of 14 
straight games with at 
least 20 points.

Memphis led by 20 in 
the fourth period, lead-
ing the Dallas starters to 
the bench in the final 
minutes.

“It seems like every-
thing we did out there 
was kind of lethargic,” 
said Dallas forward 
Shawn Marion, who was 
limited to four points, 
but grabbed 11 
rebounds.

Memphis led by 13 in 
the first half before car-
rying a 58-51 lead into 
the locker room.

Dallas didn’t come 
close to maintaining the 
shooting pace it had 
against New Jersey, hit-
ting 44 percent before 
halftime.

Memphis, meanwhile, 
was shooting the better 
percentage, hitting 54 
percent, as Mayo con-
nected on his first sic 
shots en route to 17 
points in the half. 
Randolph added 16, hit-
ting 7 of his 10 shots.

Nowitzki had 10 to lead 
the Mavericks, although 
he was 4 of 12 from the 
field.

The Mavericks held a 
6-point lead early in the 
second period when 
Memphis scored 17 
straight points for its 
first double-digit lead.

“We didn’t defend well 
enough at the beginning 
of the game or really at 
any point or any stretch 
of the game,” Dallas 
coach Rick Carlisle said. 
“They were shooting 
around 60 percent most 

See MAVS, Page 4B

997 E. FM 700
432-267-1480
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The Colors Of Christmas Sale
• Now Open Saturdays From 9:30 am - 5:30 pm  until Christmas
• All Colored Stone Jewelry On Sale 25-45% Off

2009 Reader’s Choice Winner For Best Jewelry Store
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NO ONE KNOWS THE COUNTRY LIKE WE DO

Heart Of The City Realtors

1209 Gregg St.    
 (432) 714-4555

553 HILLSIDE DRIVE
This home is located on 
quiet, dead end street
 in Edwards Heights.

It features 
3 bedrooms,  3 baths, 

and in-ground pool.
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PRICE REDUCED!!!

Determine your budget.
While some save for months to make a jewelry purchase, buying a
bauble for that special someone doesn’t have to be expensive. 

Your budget will determine if you can purchase an entire jewelry
“look,” including a necklace, bracelet and earrings, or just one
piece that can be built upon later. For those on a modest budget,
consider buying a great pair of earrings now and the accompanying
necklace or ring for a future gift-giving occasion.

Bonnie Kelly and Teresa Walsh, co-founders of Silpada Designs,
a direct sales company specializing in handcrafted sterling silver
jewelry, say it’s possible to find something to fit every budget.

“You can buy without breaking the bank by investing in a few
quality pieces of jewelry that she can wear in a variety of ways,”
says Kelly. “The easiest way to get that ‘wow factor’ is with a
classic statement piece of jewelry
that she can wear with a little black
dress or a fitted T-shirt and jeans.”

Get to know her
personal style.
Take cues from her personality and
wardrobe to select jewelry that is
sure to please. Use the style
categories below that take her
indivi  duality into account.
Sporty: Casual and comfort -

able are the hallmarks of
sporty style. Simple
jewelry, such as small
earrings on posts or short
chain necklaces make
perfect gifts for the sporty
woman in your life. 

Trendy: A person with a
trendy personality has the
latest looks and likes to
stand out in the crowd.
Striking accessories, such
as bold statement neck -
laces and layered bangle
bracelets, will please her. 

Classic: Elegant, traditional
and timeless are the fiber
of a classic look. Trends
may come and go, but
elements like pearls and
sterling silver will always
be in style, making them an
exquisite gift for someone
with a classic look. 

Romantic: A soft, feminine
and glamorous wardrobe
could mean she has a
romantic style. Therefore,
she may love sparkly
jewelry such as a cubic
zirconia necklace or
feminine dangling earrings. 
Pay attention to the favorite

pieces she wears over and
over — they’ll be a big clue
as to the kind of jewelry she
loves already.

Still stumped?
Ask her friends and family if she’s got her eye on a
particular piece of jewelry. They may even be able to
tell you her favorite brands she’s been eyeing. 

Kelly also recommends having her create a wish list.
“Show her pictures or a jewelry catalog and ask her to
identify her favorites,” she says. “Keep the list — then
when a jewelry-buying occasion comes up, you’ll
know exactly what will make her happy.”

If you’re still stumped, pick a great pair of earrings
or necklace that she can mix and match with a variety
of outfits. Sterling silver jewelry is always a good
choice because of its timeless nature. 

“Sterling silver jewelry is classic and timeless and
will always be in style,” says Walsh. “It has a crisp,
classic look that brings out the best in any outfit.”

Do your homework.
You want your jewelry gift to last. Be sure to shop
around to find a jewelry company that stands behind
their product.

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has a Jewelry
Shopper’s Checklist to help you make good purchasing
decisions.
� Ask about the refund and return policy before 

you buy. 
� Check for the appropriate markings on metal

jewelry. For example, .925 on a sterling silver piece
of jewelry means it’s the highest-quality silver you
can purchase. 

� Shop with companies you know or do some home -
work before buying to make sure a company is
legitimate before doing business with it. 

� Get the details about the product, as well as the
merchant’s refund and return policies, before you buy.

� Look for an address to write to or a phone number to
call if you have a question, a problem or need help. 

Now that you have the basics, you can shop with
confidence and pick out something that you know
she’ll love.

Birthstone jewelry is a perfect gift because
it is personal and meaningful in nature. It 
is often thought that birthstones bring good
luck to the person wearing it. Below is a
birthstone guide that will make jewelry
selection a breeze. 

January — Garnet. A durable and brilliant
semi-precious stone, garnet is commonly
available in colors such as green, red and
yellowish-orange.

February — Amethyst. A purple variant of
quartz, it’s available in colors from deep
burgundy to pale lilac.

March — Jasper. An opaque stone with
wide color variations. There are more
than 50 different types of Jasper, categor -
ized according to pattern, including 

Dalmatian, Lemon, Leopard, Picture and
Yellow Jasper.

April — Cubic Zirconia. A brilliantly
trans parent, colorless or white substitute
for diamonds. It can also be colored to
resemble semi-precious stones.

May — Agate. A form of quartz that comes
in many colors and patterns.

June — Pearl. Freshwater pearls occur
naturally in mussels found in rivers
throughout the world. Cultured pearls
come from oysters that have been
artificially stimulated to produce pearls.

July — Onyx. Known for its smooth, fine
texture, onyx is almost always black, but
can be a deep brown, tan or white.

August — Peridot. A volcanic gem with
rich green colors.

September — Lapis. A natural and intense
blue stone that sometimes has small,
sparkling gold- or silver-colored flecks.

October — Faux Opal. A substitute for
Opal, a gemstone that shines with a wide
play of colors.

November — Citrine, Yellow Topaz.
Citrine is a pale yellow or amber member
of the quartz family. Yellow Topaz can
range from bright yellow to golden
brown.

December — Stabilized Turquoise.
Natural turquoise that has been injected
with a clear resin to improve color and
hardness and to protect against fading.

Have a shopping experience
you’ll never forget

Forget the crowds and the stress of holiday shopping. Men and
women alike can actually have a good time picking out the perfect
gifts at a Silpada Designs home party.

“Silpada home parties can be fun holiday gatherings with friends,” 
says Kelly. “They’re no-pressure parties that bring the boutique to you
letting you complete your shopping without hitting the mall.”

And guys — guess what? There are home parties just for you. 
“Representatives are scheduling home parties in conjunction with

college football game days, bowling leagues and even poker nights,” 
says Walsh, “allowing men to miss the crowded mall, avoid parking 
lots and take the uncertainty out of gift giving.”

Another option is for the woman to attend the Silpada party where 
she can create a wish list that can later be shared with the man in her life.
This approach takes all of the guesswork out of the gift giving equation.

Silpada jewelry is an affordable yet high-quality gift that appeals to
women of all ages and walks of life. Prices range from $12 to $275. 

To learn how you can host you own home party, visit silpada.com.

FAMILY FEATURES 

Jewelry can be a great holiday gift to receive, but for many, buying jewelry to give is intimidat ing.
Here’s what you need to know so you can buy just the right gift for that special someone.

Sporty small earrings
on posts

Trendy bold
statement
necklaces

Classic 
pearl bracelets

Romantic
dangling
earrings

Birthstones 101
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O.T. Teague
O.T. Teague, 89, of Big Spring, 

died Thursday, Dec. 3, 2009, in a 
local hospital. Graveside funeral 
services will be held at 2 p.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 8, 2009, at the Peace Cha-
pel at Trinity Memorial Park with 
Brent Teague Austin, a pastor of 
Crossroads Fellowship in Raleigh, 
N.C., officiating.

The family will receive friends 
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Monday at the funeral home.

He was born Feb. 9, 1920, in Mount Pleasant and 
married Nollie K. Teague on Sept. 10, 1940, in Big 
Spring. She preceded him in death on  Dec. 7, 2004.

Mr. Teague came to Big Spring with his family 
in 1935. He served in the United States Army dur-
ing World War II in the European Theater. For his 
service during the war he recieved the American 
Theater Campaign Medal, EAME Campaign Medal 
with five Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and 
the Victory Ribbon. Mr. Teague worked at Cosden 
Oil and Chemical Refinery for many years until he 
retired in October of 1969. He was a Baptist.

Survivors include one daughter and son-in-
law, Sue and Russell Austin of Fresno, Calif.; two 
grandsons, Stephen R. Austin and wife Laurie of 
California and Brent T. Austin of Raleigh, N.C.; a 
great-grandson, Shadoe Austin of California; his 
brothers and sisters, Wynn Shottlekorb and Peggy 
Graff of Las Vegas, Nev., Lynn Nelson of Alemeda, 
Calif., Betty Hank and husband Charles of Brent-
wood, Calif., Bob Teague of Yuba City, Calif., Ken-
neth Teague and wife Sarah of Placerville, Calif., 
and Charles Teague of San Angelo; a brother-in-law 
and sister-in-law, Frank and Ollie Stallcup of Odes-
sa; and numerous nieces and nephews.

He was also preceded in death by his parents; and 
one brother, Jackie Teague while he was in the ser-
vice during World War II.

The family suggests memorials to a hospice orga-
nization of your choice.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Patsy Ophilia Horn
Patsy Ophilia Horn, 60, of Big Spring died Friday, 

Dec. 4, 2009, at her residence 
following a lengthy illness. Fu-
neral services will be at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 9, 2009, at My-
ers & Smith Funeral Home Cha-
pel. Burial will follow in Trinity 
Memorial Park. The family will 
receive friends from 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2009, at 
the funeral home. The family 
will be at 100 Canyon Drive.

Mrs. Horn was born July 14, 1949, in Lubbock to 
Mable Ophilia and James William Hale. She was 
called home by her Lord and Savior at her home 
surrounded by her husband, children and siblings.

She was preceded in death by her father, James 
William Hale; her mother, Mabel Ophilia Hale; and 
one sister, Barbara Sue Hale.

A life long resident of Big Spring, she married 
Claudie Joe Horn Jan. 20, 1967, at the Primitive 
Baptist Church of Big Spring. They shared 42 won-
derful years together.

From 1966 to 1979 she was an employee of the 
Wagon Wheel Drive In and from the early 1980s, 
she was employed at the VA Hospital.

She enjoyed arts and crafts, crocheting, camping 
and fishing and family get-togethers of cards and 
games. She loved watching the Dallas Cowboys’ 
games and NASCAR on television.

Survivors include her husband, Claudie Horn of 
Big Spring; two daughters, Tammie Horn of Big 
Spring and Lisa Harshbarger and husband, Da-
vid, of Lubbock; one son, Claudie Joe Horn II and 
wife, Sarah, of Big Spring; seven grandchildren, 
Michael, Marshall, Anisha, Christopher, Cameron, 
Corey and Courtney, all of Big Spring; one brother, 
James Hale of Big Spring; four sisters, Linda Hale, 
Diane Farmer, Tina Word and Lorretta Wilson, all 
of Big Spring; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Pallbearers will be Eddie Word, Marshall Horn, 
John Farmer, Joshua Wells, Michael Horn and Da-
vid Harshbarger.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Teresa Barber
Teresa Barber, 54, of Big Spring, died Wednes-

day, Dec. 2, 2009, at her residence. Funeral services 
will be held at 2 p.m. Monday, Dec. 7, 2009, at the 
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel with Rob-
ert Turner, minister of Anderson Street Church of 
Christ, officiating.  

She was born July 9, 1955, in Big Spring and mar-
ried Jackie Barber on Feb. 12, 1977, in Paint Rock. 
He preceded her in death on July 20, 2008.

Teresa was a lifetime resident of Big Spring, grad-
uating from Big Spring High School in 1974. She 
was a Baptist and a homemaker.

Survivors include two sons, Kaman Barber of Ka-
lamazoo, Mich., and Donovan Barber of Big Spring; 
her mother, Verlene Atkinson of Big Spring; one 
brother, Roger Atkinson and wife Mary Ellen of 
Big Spring; a niece, Ginger Atkinson of Dallas; a 
nephew, Greg Atkinson and wife Angele of Gilbert, 
Ariz.; and two great nephews, Braden and Caleb At-
kinson of Gilbert, Ariz. 

She was also preceded in death by her father, Ver-
non Atkinson. 	

The family suggests memorials be made to the 
American Cancer Society, in care of Carolyn 
Brooks, P.O. Box 2121, Big Spring 79721-2121.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Shirley Callison
Shirley Callison, 73, of Big Spring, died Wednes-

day, Dec. 2, 2009, in a local nursing home. No ser-
vices are planned.

She was born Dec. 27, 1935, in Holstein, Neb., and 
married Howard Callison on April 3, 1955, in Lin-
coln County, Neb.

She came to Big Spring in 1971 and worked as a 
secretary.

Survivors include her husband, Howard Calli-
son of Big Spring; three sons, Blain Callison of Big 
Spring, Dirk Callison of McKinney and Randy Cal-
lison of Decatur, Ill.; two brothers, Larry Preston 
and Wayne Ray Preston; and four grandchildren.  

She was preceded in death by her parents and one 
brother, Lanny Lynn Preston. 	

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

John Stephen Edgar Jr.
John Stephen Edgar Jr., 79,  of Big Spring, died 

Friday, Dec. 4, 2009, in a local hospital. His services 
are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral 
Home & Crematory of Big Spring.

Today's Weather
Local 3-Day Forecast

Sun

12/6

61/29
Partly cloudy skies.
High 61F. Winds SW
at 15 to 25 mph.

Sunrise:
7:33 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Mon

12/7

54/41
Times of sun and
clouds. Highs in the
mid 50s and lows in
the low 40s.

Sunrise:
7:34 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Tue

12/8

68/32
Windy with morning
clouds, then afternoon
sun. Highs in the up-
per 60s and lows in
the low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:35 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Brownsville
73/62

Houston

61/51

Austin
57/41

Dallas
49/37

El Paso
58/36

Amarillo
40/13

San Antonio
63/45

Big Spring

61/29

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 60 30 pt sunny Kingsville 70 54 t-storm
Amarillo 40 13 pt sunny Livingston 56 47 t-storm
Austin 57 41 rain Longview 51 42 rain
Beaumont 60 55 t-storm Lubbock 52 23 pt sunny
Brownsville 73 62 t-storm Lufkin 55 47 t-storm
Brownwood 60 36 pt sunny Midland 62 32 pt sunny
Corpus Christi 67 54 t-storm Raymondville 73 58 t-storm
Corsicana 49 37 rain Rosenberg 61 51 t-storm
Dallas 49 37 rain San Antonio 63 45 rain
Del Rio 64 42 pt sunny San Marcos 57 41 rain
El Paso 58 36 sunny Sulphur Springs 48 36 rain
Fort Stockton 66 38 sunny Sweetwater 61 31 pt sunny
Gainesville 47 27 rain Tyler 51 40 rain
Greenville 46 35 rain Weatherford 52 31 rain
Houston 61 51 t-storm Wichita Falls 55 23 pt sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 49 34 pt sunny Minneapolis 24 14 pt sunny
Boston 38 27 pt sunny New York 43 32 sunny
Chicago 39 29 sn shower Phoenix 60 48 pt sunny
Dallas 49 37 rain San Francisco 52 38 mst sunny
Denver 18 10 snow Seattle 38 23 sunny
Houston 61 51 t-storm St. Louis 44 30 cloudy
Los Angeles 60 45 pt sunny Washington, DC 43 33 mst sunny
Miami 75 70 cloudy

Moon Phases

Full
Dec 2

Last
Dec 9

New
Dec 16

First
Dec 24

UV Index

Sun

12/6
3

Moderate

Mon

12/7
3

Moderate

Tue

12/8
3

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2009 American Profile Hometown Content Service

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity Friday:

• BURGLARY OF A  HABITATION was reported 
in the 800 block of Lorilla.

• HARASSMENT was reported in the 4200 block 
of Muir.

• THEFT was reported in the 1100 block of Gregg.

Here are the winning numbers selected Friday in 
the Mega loMillions lottery: 4-33-41-51-56, Mega Ball: 
38.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Friday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 9-28-32-34-37.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Friday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 8-4-2-5. Sum It Up: 
19.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Friday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 3-9-4. Sum It Up: 16.

Police

Lottery

Obituaries

Contact the Herald at 
editor@bigspringherald.com
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Euless Trinity 47, Arlington 
17

Cypress Woods (11-2) vs. 
Round Rock Stony Point (12-
1), 6 p.m. Saturday, Cypress’ 
Berry Center

Katy Cinco Ranch (12-1) 
vs. Brazoswood (10-3), 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Houston’s Rice 
Stadium

Austin Westlake (11-2) 
vs. SA Clark (13-0), 2 p.m. 
Saturday, San Antonio’s 
Heroes Stadium

State Semifinals
Euless Trinity (12-2) vs. 

Cypress Woods-Round Rock 
Stony Point winner, TBD

Katy Cinco Ranch-
Brazoswood winner vs. Austin 
Westlake-SA Clark winner, TBD

DIVISION II

State Quarterfinals
Abilene 35, Arlington Bowie 

7
Tyler (12-1) vs. Klein (10-3), 

2 p.m. Saturday, Waco ISD 
Stadium

Katy (12-1) vs. League City 
Clear Springs (11-2), 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Houston’s Tully 
Stadium

New Braunfels (10-3) vs. 
SA Brandeis (12-1), 2 p.m. 

Saturday, San Marcos’ Bobcat 
Stadium

State Semifinals
Abilene (13-0) vs. Tyler-Klein 

winner, TBD
Katy-League City Clear 

Springs winner vs. New 
Braunfels-SA Brandeis winner, 
TBD

CLASS 4A
DIVISION I

State Quarterfinals
Denton Ryan (12-1) vs. 

Denton Guyer (12-1), 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Denton’s Collins 
Complex

Longview (12-1) vs. 
Waxahachie (13-0), 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Dallas’ Kincaide 
Stadium

Pearland Dawson (11-2) vs. 
Friendswood (10-3), 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Galena Park ISD 
Stadium

Lake Travis 27, SA Alamo 
Heights 13

State Semifinals
Denton Ryan-Denton 

Guyer winner vs. Longview-
Waxahachie winner, TBD

Pearland Dawson-
Friendswood winner vs. Lake 
Travis (14-0), TBD

DIVISION II

State Quarterfinals
Everman (11-2) vs. Aledo 

(12-1), 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Burleson

Denison (12-1) vs. Sulphur 
Springs (10-3), 2 p.m. 
Saturday, SMU’s Ford Stadium

Dayton (10-2) vs. Brenham 
(11-2), 6 p.m. Saturday, Katy’s 
Rhodes Stadium

Kerrville Tivy 38, Port Lavaca 
Calhoun 31

State Semifinals
Everman-Aledo winner vs. 

Denison-Sulphur Springs win-
ner, TBD

Dayton-Brenham winner vs. 
Kerrville Tivy (9-4), TBD

CLASS 3A
DIVISION I

State Semifinals
Abilene Wylie (11-1) vs. 

Lucas Lovejoy (12-1), 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, Waco ISD 
Stadium

Gilmer (13-0) vs. Cuero 
(13-0), 6 p.m. Saturday, 
Huntsville’s Bowers Stadium

State Championship
Abilene Wylie-Lucas Lovejoy 

winner vs. Gilmer-Cuero win-
ner, TBD

DIVISION II

State Quarterfinals
Graham 48, Wimberley 7
Pittsburg 55, Texarkana 

Pleasant Grove 34
Carthage 28, Lorena 21
Sinton (12-1) vs. La Grange 

(11-2), 7 p.m. Saturday, 
Converse

State Semifinals
Graham (13-1) vs. Pittsburg 

(12-1), TBD
Carthage (14-0) vs. Sinton-

La Grange winner, TBD

CLASS 2A
DIVISION I

State Semifinals
Brady (13-0) vs. Pilot Point 

(13-0), 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Stephenville

Kirbyville (11-2) vs. Comfort 
(8-5), 6 p.m. Saturday, Waco’s 
Floyd Casey Stadium

State Championship
Brady-Pilot Point winner vs. 

Kirbyville-Comfort winner, TBD

DIVISION II

State Quarterfinals
Bushland (13-0) vs. Crane 

(12-1), 2 p.m. Saturday, 

Wolfforth
Gainesville Callisburg (11-2) 

vs. McGregor (13-0), 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Midlothian

Daingerfield (12-1) vs. 
Newton (12-1), 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Nacogdoches’ 
Homer Bryce Stadium

Refugio 22, Blanco 14
State Semifinals
Bushland-Crane winner 

vs. Gainesville Callisburgh-
McGregor winner, TBD

Daingerfield-Newton winner 
vs. Refugio (14-0), TBD

CLASS 1A
DIVISION I

State Semifinals
Canadian (11-1) vs. Haskell 

(9-4), 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Canyon’s Kimbrough Stadium

Joaquin (11-2) vs. 
Goldthwaite (13-0), 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Ennis

State Championship
Canadian-Haskell winner vs. 

Joaquin-Goldthwaite winner, 
TBD

DIVISION II

State Quarterfinals
Stratford 38, New Deal 28
Albany 52, Lindsay 13

Cayuga (11-1) vs. Mart (9-4), 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Corsicana

Falls City (13-0) vs. Ganado 
(8-4), 6 p.m. Saturday, New 
Braunfels Canyon HS

State Semifinals
Stratford (11-2) vs. Albany 

(14-0), TBD
Cayuga-Mart winner vs. Falls 

City-Ganado winner, TBD

SIX-MAN
DIVISION I

State Semifinals
Follett (11-1) vs. Garden 

City (12-1), 6 p.m. Saturday, 
Plainview

Strawn 84, Calvert 35
State Championship
Follett-Garden City winner 

vs. Strawn (13-1), TBD

DIVISION II

State Semifinals
Motley County (10-3) vs. 

Borden County (13-0), 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Lubbock’s Lowrey 
Field

Roscoe Highland 74, Walnut 
Springs 38

State Championship
Motley County-Borden 

County winner vs. Roscoe 
Highland (13-0), TBD

Schoolboy Scores▼

NEW YORK — Manny 
Pacquiao and Floyd 
Mayweather Jr. have 
signed off on the major 
issues in the negotia-
tion for a megafight on 
March 13, and contracts 
could be signed in the 
next few days, a person 
with knowledge of the 
discussions told The 
Associated Press.

Top Rank promoter 
Bob Arum met with 
Pacquiao in his native 
Philippines on Friday 
and the charismatic 
champion agreed to 
terms with only minor 
changes, said the per-
son, who requested 
anonymity because the 
sides agreed not to speak 
publicly during negotia-
tions.

Arum planned to return 
to the United States on 
Sunday and present 
the amended terms to 
Golden Boy chief execu-
tive Richard Schaefer, 
the person said. Schaefer 
is negotiating on behalf 
of Mayweather and his 
promotional company.

An announcement 
could come Tuesday, 
Arum’s 78th birthday.

No site has been deter-
mined, but Top Rank 
plans to send a survey 
team to Dallas next week 
to examine the new, 
$1.2 billion Cowboys 
Stadium, the person 
said. Team owner Jerry 
Jones said Wednesday 
that the Cowboys “are 
still desirous of looking 
at what we can do.”

The other possibili-
ties are the New Orleans 

Superdome and venues 
in Las Vegas, including 
the MGM Grand and a 
temporary outdoor sta-
dium on the Strip.

The fight would 
be at 147 pounds for 
Pacquiao’s WBO welter-
weight title, which he 
won in November with 
an impressive 12th-
round stoppage of Miguel 
Cotto in Las Vegas.

Michael Koncz, who 
is advising Pacquiao, 
said Friday that the con-
tracts need “fine tuning” 
but declined to elabo-
rate. Koncz added that 
Pacquiao is “very com-
fortable” with March 13, 
even though it is only 
four months after his 
last fight.

“Manny has some addi-
tional requirements, 
requests, which Arum 

didn’t think was a prob-
lem,” Koncz said. “The 
requests of Manny were 
so realistic that Arum 
doesn’t feel it’s a prob-
lem and it’s pretty much 
a done deal.”

The bout could be the 
richest ever, assuming 
projections are accu-
rate. Pacquiao’s fight 
against Cotto sold 1.25 
million pay-per-views, 
while Mayweather’s 
comeback victory over 
Juan Manuel Marquez 
in September did 1.05 
million.

The richest fight ever 
was in May 2007, when 
Mayweather’s split-deci-
sion win over Oscar De 
La Hoya generated 2.4 
million buys for $120 
million in pay-per-view 
revenue.

The potential 

Pacquiao-Mayweather 
fight certainly would 
generate widespread 
international appeal, 
pitting the flamboyant 
Mayweather against the 
man who most believe 
replaced him on the 
mythical mantle as the 
best pound-for-pound 
fighter in the world.

Pacquiao has won an 
unprecedented seven 
titles in seven weight 
divisions, although his 
popularity has grown 
far beyond the sport. 
He was featured on the 
cover of the Asian ver-
sion of Time magazine, 
is wrapping up filming 
of an action movie called 
“Wapakman,” and sub-
mitted his candidacy 
for the 2010 elections on 
Tuesday.

“The difference 

between Floyd and oth-
ers I have fought is that 
Floyd makes a lot of 
trash talk that should 
not be imitated by young 
people,” Pacquiao told 
GMA television, when 
asked about the poten-
tial matchup.

Pacquiao’s political 
ambitions are the reason 
the fight was moved up 
to mid-March. He plans 
to start campaigning 
in April in his second 
attempt at a congressio-
nal seat.

“March 13 is OK,” 
Pacquiao told GMA.

“Nobody knows 
his body better than 
Manny,” Koncz said. “If 
Manny feels that that’s 
plenty of time to rest and 
recover, then you know, 
he has to do what he 
feels is right.”

AP Source: Pacquiao, Mayweather close to fight deal
Associated Press



Kelly Diane Grant and Michael Brandon Lee, 
both of Big Spring, exchanged wedding vows in a 
private ceremony in the Dora Roberts Lake Room 
at Comanche Trail Lake on Friday, Nov. 20 at 6:30 

p.m. 
Given in marriage by her parents, the bride was 

escorted by her father, Keith Grant. The bride wore 
a champagne-colored chiffon wedding gown with 
crystal beaded bodice, and carried an autumn in-
spired bouquet. 

The groom and the couple’s son both wore black 
suits with gold accents and autumn boutonnieres. 
The colors of fall and an autumn theme were the 
backdrop for the ceremony and reception. 

Family of the bride and groom were in attendance 
and the couple’s pastor, Bro. Jim Binnix of Midway 
Baptist Church, performed the wedding ceremony. 
Following the reception, the couple honeymooned 
in Fredericksburg. 

The bride is the daughter of Keith and Sharon 
Grant of Big Spring. She attended Greenwood High 
School, received her associates degree in business 
in 2007 from the University of Phoenix and is cur-
rently working on her bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness management. She is employed as an admin-
istrative assistant with the city of Big Spring, and 
has one son, Kaden. 

She is the granddaughter of the late Albert Grant 
and Gertrude Grant, both formerly of Coahoma, 
and the late Ralph Thorp Sr. and Bonnie Thorp, 
both formerly of Big Spring. 

The groom is the son of Ronnie Lee and the late 
Carolyn Lee, both of Big Spring. He graduated from 
Big Spring High School in 1998 and is employed as 
a shift supervisor for Innotek Powder Coatings 
LLC. He is the grandson of the late H.O. Lee and 
Geraldine Lee, and the late John R. Walling and 
DeLavergne Walling, all formerly of Big Spring.
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Dr. Rudy Haddad 
Board Certified In Urology

Fellow American College Of Surgeons

Adults and Pediatrics
Flu Shots

Available Now
- Office Treatment of Enlarged

Prostate Profile (Instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
Problem with Medication

(Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser
& Shockwave Technology

- Sexual Dysfunction

1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103
Big Spring, Tx 79720
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Weddings▼

Grant and Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Brandon Lee

Births▼

Catalina Nicole 
Rios, a girl, was 
born Nov. 18, 2009, 
at 3:41 a.m. She 
weighed 6 pounds, 
14 ounces and was 
20 inches long.

She is the daugh-
ter of Amber Tor-
res of Lamar, Colo., 
and Isaac Rios of 
Big Spring.

She is the grand-
daughter of Dolores 
and Lorenzo Torres 
of Big Spring, Ama-
dor Rios Sr. of Big 
Spring and Corrina 
Franco of Midland.

Bella Mee Baker, 
a girl, was born 
Sept. 21, 2009, 
at 2:11 p.m. She 
weighed 7 pounds, 
9 ounces and 
was 20 inches in 
length.

She is the daugh-
ter of Marc and 
Sandy Baker of 
Big Spring.

She is the grand-
daughter of Debbie 
and Audry Brum-
mett and Donnie 
and Linda Baker, 
all of Big Spring.

She was wel-
comed home by her 

sibling, Kelby Miller.

H u n t e r 
Shane Morn-
ingstar, a 
boy, was born 
Nov. 3, 2009, 
at 5:20 p.m. 
He weighed 
7 pounds, 3.9 
ounces and 
was 20 inches 
long.

He is the 
son of Brandi 
Morningstar 
of Big Spring 
and Robert 
Morningstar 
of Jackson-
ville, Fla.

His grand-
parents are 
Flint Wrye of 
Big Spring, 
Connie Hogg 
of Odessa and 
Hazel Morning-
star of Jacksonsville, Fla. Great-grandparents are 
Mickie Haynes and Vic and Vorda Wrye, all of Big 
Spring, and James and Mary Thomas of Jackson-
ville, Fla.

David Forrest Sigmon, a boy, was born Nov. 23, 
2009, at 2:27 p.m. He weighed 7 pounds, 15 ounces, 
and was 19 ¾ inches long.

He is the son of Josh Sigmon and Paige McClus-
key of Big Spring.

He is the grandson of Dan and Margaret Newsom 
and the late Neal McCluskey and Scott Sigmon and 
Deborah Hodnett.

Catalina Nicole Rios

Bella Mee Baker

Hunter Shane Morningstar

David Forrest Sigmon

Send Births to
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com



SHOTS
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or unable to get an 
appointment, please be 

patient with us,” 
Ferguson said. “These 
are   our priority 
patients, as defined by 
the Advisory Committee 
on Immunization 
Practices. Due to manu-

facturing delays, quan-
tities are limited for 
now. As the vaccine 
supply increases, it will 
be directed to more pri-
ority groups and later to 
the general popula-

tion.”
As always, Ferguson 

added, check with your 
local healthcare pro-
vider to see if they have 
the vaccine available. 
DSHS is using a Google-

powered Flu Vaccine 
Locator service to help 
people find the H1N1 
vaccine in their com-
munities. This can be 
found at www.texasflu.
org
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110 E. Broadway           (325) 235-8611          Sweetwater, Texas

Just Peachy Cafe & Catering
Monday-Friday 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM

* 4 Separate Dining Rooms *
* Will Seat 70 People *

* Will Rent For Baby and Bridal Showers *
505 Scurry                432-263-7000

21
00

81

Thanks to Ricky Alvarez
and Fuller Foods of Colorado City!
Many of those in need were blessed 

with Thanksgiving Dinner at

20
86

43

Alive in Christ Lutheran Church
in Big Spring

THANK YOU FULLER FOODS!!!

Life Relaxed Massage
Open House

204 West 18th Street432-517-4507

*Gift Certificates Available at 50% Off on all Massages!!* 20
86

91

* Raffle Drawings
* Snacks & Drinks Provided

* Door Prizes

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/09
178311

2012 (PG-13) 
Sun.: 1:00  4:30  8:00

Blind Side, The (PG-13)
Sun.: 1:20  4:10  7:10

Old Dogs (PG)
Sun.: 1:30  4:20  7:20

Twilight Saga: 
New Moon, The (PG-13) 
Sun.: 1:10  4:00  7:00

20
89

21
 MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Patsy Ophilia Horn, 
60, died Friday. Funeral 
services will be at 10 
a.m. Wednesday at 
Myers & Smith Chapel. 
Burial will be at Trinity 
Memorial Park. The 
family will receive 
friends from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Tuesday at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

TOYS
Continued from Page 1A

we’re hoping to reach 
even more children.”

Tonn said the drive 
has also drawn assis-
tance from far away, as 
a pair of couples from 
Canada have once again 
made the trip to Big 
Spring to help out.

“Brother Terry Miller 
and his wife, Ingrid, 
are from Canada,” said 
Tonn. “They made the 
trip to Big Spring last 

year to help out, and 
they are here again this 
year. Also, Wayne and 
Lois Peters, who also 
came last year, are here 
to help, and they are also 
from Canada. It’s really 
a special thing to have 
people travel so far just 
to help brighten these 
children’s Christmas.”

Tonn invited parents 
and “grandparents who 
are raising their grand-
children” to take part 
in the church’s annual 
toy drive, which targets 
children 13 years of age 

and younger.
“They just need to 

show up at the church 
Dec. 11 — that’s a Fri-
day — at 10 a.m.,” said 
Tonn. “They will be able 
to pick up presents for 
the children right then 
and there.”

Tonn said the annual 
drive wouldn’t be pos-
sible without the help of 
volunteers and the com-
munity.

“We applaud the won-
derful people of Big 
Spring for their gener-
osity and giving,” said 

Tonn. “We’ve put to-
gether wonderful pres-
ents that have been do-
nated for the children. 
It’s been a lot of work, 
but it’s so rewarding. 
We also give praise and 
honor to the Lord for all 
his goodness and love 
He’s bestowed on His 
people. What a mighty 
God we serve.”

The church is located 
at 1209 Wright St. For 
more information, con-
tact Tonn at (432) 267-
5321.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspring-
herald.com

PLEA
Continued from Page 1A

maximum number of years 
possible, and we came to the 
decision 30 years was going 
to be acceptable.”

Hernandez was pro-
nounced dead shortly after 
10 a.m. at a Lubbock area 
hospital, police records 
show. According to law 
enforcement officials, Her-
nandez and a second victim 
— later identified as 17-year-
old Richard Pineda of Big 
Spring — were shot during 
an altercation in the road-
way in front of the home.

Wilkerson said Friday’s 
plea agreement will offi-
cially close the books on the 
case, but plenty of questions 
remain.

“There are unanswered 
questions in this thing,” said 
Wilkerson. “And there will 
continue to be unanswered 
questions. There was a lot of 
confusion about the events 
that transpired at 1610 Car-
dinal, and the press was 
privy to a lot of the rumors 
that were flying around 
rather irresponsibly. People 
came to conclusions that 
were, quite frankly, incor-
rect. It was through the dili-
gent work of the Big Spring 
Police Department, which 
spent a lot of time and a lot 
of man hours, that the truth 
ultimately came out.

“There were several fights 
and altercations that oc-

curred at that residence 
or in the proximity of the 
residence that night. This 
was actually the fourth al-
tercation and it was totally 
unrelated to the previous 
three. We think there were 
two groups, two musical 
groups, who were clashing 
and agreed to fight it out 
— it was supposed to be a 
fist fight — at the Howard 
County Fair Barns. The 
group that was at the Cardi-
nal Street residence didn’t 
make it to the fair barn, most 
likely because of the alterca-
tions that were taking place 
there. Ultimately, the group 
that was waiting to fight it 
out at the fair barns came 
to the residence on Cardi-
nal. They got out and one of 
them produced a gun.

Wilkerson said Olivarez’s 
involvement in the clash is 
still somewhat unclear.

“Strangely enough, Chris 
Olivarez was not a member 
of either group and had no 
dog in the fight, so to speak,” 
said Wilkerson. “He seems 
to have joined in to even 
up the manpower. We do 
believe from the evidence 
gleaned from the interviews 
that he (Olivarez) had got-
ten cross with someone at 
the residence, and perhaps 
he had his own ax to grind 
over earlier altercations at 
the house, and that perhaps 
that was the driving motiva-
tion for him to bring a gun 
and shoot toward the crowd 
of people.”

Investigators with the 
BSPD came under fire from 
the victim’s mother, local 
resident Nicole Harbour, 
who alleged the investiga-
tion — prior to Olivarez’s 
arrest — was not a top prior-
ity for the law enforcement 
agency. Wilkerson said he 
felt the case moved along 
swiftly.

“The police office came 
over with some prelimi-
nary reports, and quite 
naturally she (Nicole Har-
bour) wanted action as fast 
as possible,” said Wilker-
son. “However, the initial 
reports they brought back 
were not enough for me to go 
forward for an indictment. 
We knew there was addi-
tional evidence out there 
than needed to be found. It 
took a few weeks to get those 
interviews and lock it down 
to where we felt comfortable 
amidst all the confusion. 
Once we felt comfortable we 
could go forward with it and 
the investigation began to 
wind itself up, then we did 
in fact seek an indictment. 
If you look at this case in 
its entirety, when it begins 
May 30 and we’ve wrapped 
it up and concluded it on 
Dec. 4. For a murder case 
in any area that’s moving 
pretty fast.”

Contact Staff Writer Thom-
as Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 
232 or by e-mail at citydesk@
bigspringherald.com

Victim’s brother: We’re satisfied with 
conviction but no cause for celebration

PERUGIA, Italy (AP) — The family of a slain British woman 
said Saturday they were pleased with the murder conviction of 
American student Amanda Knox but said there was no sense of 
celebration.

Meredith Kercher’s relatives made their first comments since 
a jury in Perugia, Italy, announced early Saturday that they had 
convicted Knox and sentenced her to 26 years in prison for the 
2007 murder.

The court also convicted Knox’s co-defendant and former boy-
friend, Italian Raffaele Sollecito, and gave him a 25-year jail 
term.

“Ultimately we are pleased with the decision, pleased that we’ve 
got a decision, but it’s not a time for celebration,” Lyle Kercher, 
the victim’s brother, said.

Kercher, 21, was Knox’s roommate while they studied in Peru-
gia.

Her body was found in a pool of blood with her throat slit on 
Nov. 2, 2007 at the apartment they shared. Prosecutors said the 
Leeds University student was murdered the previous night.

103 die overcome by smoke or crushed in 
nightclub fire reportedly caused by fireworks

PERM, Russia (AP) — Panicked clubgoers crushed each other 
to death in a popular Russian nightspot as they tried to flee a fast-
moving fire that one eyewitness told The Associated Press was 
started by pyrotechnic fountains set up on the stage.

Officials said 103 people died when the fire tore through the pop-
ular Lame Horse nightclub in the city of Perm late Friday, filling 
the crowded barracks-like building with thick black smoke. Au-
thorities said they arrested the registered owner of the club and 
the manager.

Officials said the club managers ignored repeated demands 
from authorities to change the club’s interior to comply with fire 
safety standards. “They have neither brains, nor conscience,” 
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev said, urging a tough pun-
ishment for the culprits.

Officials said most of the dead suffocated or were crushed at the 
exit.

News briefs▼
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BARGAIN MART
Discount Foods

403 Runnels, Big Spring, TX
Open Mon.-Sat. 9-6:30 

SWEET
POTATOES

69¢

NAVEL ORANGES
COBBLESTONE MILL
DINNER ROLLS 24-CT.               
  PILLSBURY BUFFALO CHICKEN WING 
8.5-OZ.

WIRED ENERGY DRINK
23.5-OZ.               

OLD ELPASO BURRITO SEASONING                                    
1.02 PKG.

CHILI FULLY COOKED
4-LB. PKG.                                                                                     

JENSEN ORCHARD CHIPS 
16-OZ. BAG

HICKORY FARM BEEF STICKS
3.6-OZ.

CRANIUM GAME &
DORA EXPLORER GAME

HERITAGE VALUE
HAM SLICED

208809

Sale Starts
Dec. 6th

Sale Ends
Dec. 12th

69¢
99¢

99¢

$129

39¢

$699

2/$100

3/$100

3/$100

$14910¢

$139

LB.

EA.

32-OZ.

BAIN DE TERRE

Warm Up With
Big Spring Bowl-A-Rama

SATURDAY NIGHT COLOR PINS SIGN UP AT6:30 PMEVERY SATURDAY
Operated By 

Sam Gonzales & Fabian Ontiveros

FOR INFORMATION CALL 432-263-7484

20
89

87

Dr. Amy E. Reese, DDS
Family Dentistry

Now Accepting
New Patients

Call for an
appointment

today!

410 S. Main St.                                         432-267-4102

20
85

61

CAPE TOWN, South Africa — Now 
that the 32 World Cup teams know who 
they are playing in the first round, the 
leading contenders are plotting a route 
to the final.

The top five teams in the FIFA rank-
ings — Spain, Brazil, the Netherlands, 
Italy and Portugal — are all in the same 
half of a somewhat lopsided draw, so 
they could meet each other sooner 
than expected. Brazil and Portugal 
were drawn into the same group, so 
they will play in the first round, and 
one of them is likely to face Spain in 
the second round.

“I’m hoping not to face Spain too soon 
in the championship, not least because 
we’d be facing Iker (Casillas) in goal,” 
Brazil playmaker Kaka said. “I prefer 
playing with him in Real Madrid than 
against him in the World Cup.”

Kaka will also come up against Real 
Madrid teammate Cristiano Ronaldo 
when Brazil and Portugal face each 
other in Durban on June 25. By then, 
both will have come through tough 
games against Ivory Coast and the 
unknown North Koreans.

“It’s a complicated group. I’m not 
overjoyed but we’ll be playing against 
great teams,” Ronaldo said. “Brazil 
is very strong, Ivory Coast is really 
tough and Korea runs a lot. If we get 
as far as meeting Spain, I’d be happy. 
We’d have played a good World Cup.”

Portugal beat the North Koreans in 
one of the World Cup’s most famous 
games in 1966. Having knocked out 
Italy in the group phase, the North 
Koreans were ahead 3-0 inside 24 min-

utes at Goodison Park before Portugal, 
inspired by four goals from Eusebio, 
won the game.

Unless they both win their groups, 
defending champion Italy and the 
Netherlands could meet in the last 
16 with the possibility of then facing 
either Brazil or Spain in the quarter-
finals.

England goes into the competition 
with its highest hopes since 1970, when 
it failed to defend the title it won four 
years earlier. But it has an old score to 
settle against the United States in the 
group phase and could face two of its 
traditional World Cup foes, Germany 
and Argentina, in the first two knock-
out rounds.

In their only previous World Cup 
meeting in 1950, the Americans 
stunned a star-studded England 1-0.

“What I didn’t want was to come 
up against the unknown and we have 
avoided that and we have avoided 
some of the really hard groups, like 
the one Brazil find themselves in,” 
England midfielder Steven Gerrard 
said. “We have played two of the sides 
in our group under Fabio Capello 
(United States and Slovenia) and beat-
en them. So we know what to expect 
and we know what we have to do to 
beat them.”

Facing Slovenia and Algeria, who 
both advanced through playoffs, the 
English and Americans should qualify 
for the last 16. Whoever wins that group 
is likely to avoid three-time champion 
Germany, which is in one of the tough-
est groups along with Australia, Serbia 
and Ghana, any of whom are capable 
of reaching the second round.

Winner in 1978 and ‘86, Argentina 
hoped that the appointment of Diego 
Maradona as coach would inspire the 
team to another triumph. But the team 
failed to find any form in qualifying, 
only made it as the fourth-place fin-
isher in South America and now has 
a tough group against Nigeria, South 
Korea and 2004 European champion 
Greece.

“It’s not an easy group,” Argentina 
general manager Carlos Bilardo said. 
“On the contrary, I think it’s very 
difficult. In 1990, everybody thought 
that Cameroon was easy and we ended 
up losing the first match. Korea are 
strong, but we know them very well. 

Nigeria are difficult, too, and Greece 
have shown in recent years that they 
can compete against big teams.

“If it wasn’t Greece, it could have 
been Portugal or France, so we can’t 
complain.”

Argentina could then meet 1998 
world champion France in the second 
round.

After being embarrassed by Thierry 
Henry’s handball in the playoffs 
against Ireland, France now has a com-
paratively easy group alongside host 
South Africa, Mexico and Uruguay.

France beat South Africa 3-0 in their 
only World Cup meeting and went on 
to win the title.

World Cup contenders plot route to final appearance
Associated Press

AP Photo/ Alvaro Barrientos

Real Madrid’s international players, left to to right, Rafael Van der Vaart, 
from the Netherlands; Karim Benzema, from France; Iker Kasillas, from 
Spain; Ronaldo, from Portugal; Kaka, from Brazil; Gonzalo Higuain, from 
Argentina; and Cristoph Metzelder, from Germany. They pose with their 
country’s shirts during a press conference in Madrid on Friday.

Local soccer team wins San Angelo tourney

The Big Spring U- 
14 soccer team, the 
Cyclones, won the San 
Angelo Fall Classic 
Soccer Tournament on 
Nov. 21 and 22.

 The team played four 
games in the tourna-
ment to capture the 
championship.

The team won the 
first game 3-0 over the 
San Angelo Sharks.  
The Cyclones were led 
by Tyler Narin, Diego 
Rodriguez and Daniel 
Rodriguez, each nab-

bing a goal.
 In game two against 

the San Angelo Quakes, 
the Cyclones again took 
charge early and pulled 
away for the victory.  
The final score was 5-0. 

The Cyclones were 
again led by Diego 
Rodriguez, Tyler Narin, 
Daniel Rodriguez, Eric 
Garza and Santana 
Maldonado, each push-
ing a goal past the goal-
ie.

 In their third game 
of the day, the Cyclones 
took their only loss of 
the tournament, fall-

ing to the San Angelo 
Inferno 1 - 0.  

The Cyclones came 
back the next day for 
a rematch with the 
Inferno, and came out 
on top 4-0, winning the 
championship.

Deigo Rodriguez 
again led the way with 
two goals, with Jalen 
Gilbert and Daniel 
Rodriguez also netting 
scores.  Defense was 
the name of the game 
for the Cyclones, led by 
goalie Garrett Kligora 
who allowed only one 
goal the entire tourna-

ment.  
Assisting Garrett 

was the the defense 
in front of him, Stacia 
Hudgins(the only girl on 
the team), Mark Ybarra, 
Tyler Nalley, Brian 
Ortiz, Richard Martinez 
and John Minjuarez.  
Coach Bryan Kilgora 
said it’s the first time 
he can remember a Big 
Spring team winning 
an out of town tourna-
ment.

 Mike Narin and John 
Nalley are the assis-
tant coaches for the 
Cyclones.

Herald Staff Report

Courtesy Photo

The Cyclones U-14 soccer team. From back row left to right: assistant coach Micheal Nairn, coach 
Bryan Kligora, assistant coach John Nalley. Second row: Brian Ortiz, Tyler Nalley, Daniel Rodriguez, 
Santana Maldonado, Garrett Kligora, John Minjuarez, Eric Garza, Richard Martinez, Jalin Gilbert.
Front row: Stacia Hudgins, Marc Ybbara, Tyler Nairn, Diego Rodriguez.

Switzer, Bowden to 
coach USO football 
game for troops

OKLAHOMA CITY 
(AP) — Barry Switzer 
and Tommy Bowden are 
heading back to side-
lines, but in Iraq instead 
of the U.S.

Switzer, who led 

Oklahoma to an NCAA 
championship and the 
Dallas Cowboys to a 
Super Bowl title, will 
lead a flag-football team 
made up of former col-
lege stars and military 
personnel in a game 
against a similar squad 
led by former Auburn 
coach Bowden. The 
Salute to The Troops 

is being staged by the 
USO.

Switzer, an Arkansas 
native, leaves Dec. 27 
for Kuwait City.

“American soldiers, 
they love college foot-
ball,” Switzer said. 
“We’re taking a bowl 
game to them.”

The game is to be 
played at a U.S. base on a 

date still unannounced. 
The time and location 
are being kept secret for 
security purposes.

Highlights of the game 
are to be shown on tele-
vision during halftime 
of the Fiesta Bowl on 
Jan. 4.

Former Cowboy 
Raghib Ishmail is among 
the participants.
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Victim Services
263-3312 210016

JACK & JILL
DAYCARE

Open 7 days a Week 5 am-Midnight
Birth to 12 years old

1708 S. Nolan                 267-8411
004255

2009 Tahoe 2WD LS

POLLARD
Chevrolet - Buick - Cadillac

1501 E. 4th St.                           267-7421

$465 Mo.

Gold Mist
Stk# 9121T Sale Price $23,495
WAC
TT&L

0%

available at
Heritage Museum

510 Scurry                             267-8255

Just In Time
For The  Holiday! $20Only

20
86

56

Now On Sale
Limited Edition

First Motorized 
Firetruck  In Texas

Come Visit
Our 

Annual
Christmas 

Tree
Forest

On Display
Dec. 1 - Jan. 5th

Engagements▼   Blum’s Jewelry
sponsored by  In The Big Spring Mall. • 267-6335

Crystal Leanne Wingert and Michael 
Daniel Hutchinson, both of College Sta-
tion, are planning to exchange wedding 
vows in the spring.

Crystal is the daughter of Chris and 
Karen Wingert of Big Spring and the 
granddaughter of Charles and Linda 
Towne of Houston and Cad and Anne 
Wingert of Big Spring.

Michael is the son of Bob and Kathy 
Hutchinson of Spring and the grandson 
of Jimmy and Nancy Boney of Jackson, 
Miss., and Dan and Mary Hutchinson of 
Meridian, Miss.

Crystal graduated from Big Spring 
High School in 2004 and Texas A&M Uni-
versity in 2008. She is currently a physi-
cal education teacher at Oakwood Inter-
mediate School in College Station.

Michael graduated from Northlake 
Christian School in Covington, La., in 
2002 and Mississippi College in 2006. He 
received his master’s degree from Texas 
A&M in 2007 and will received his PhD 
in sports marketing from A&M in 2010.

They are planning an April wedding in 
2010.

Wingert 
and 

Hutchinson

Crystal Leanne Wingert and Michael Daniel Hutchinson

John Northcutt 
graduated from Great 
Lakes Navy Recruit 
Training Command 
Nov. 13, 2009.

John is the son of Re-
becca Northcutt of Ker-
rville, the late Roger 
(Bear) Northcutt and 
the nephew of Cory and 
Gaylon Beevers of Big 
Spring He was born in 
Big Spring and moved 
to Kerrville. His wife 
Chantel and son Kay-
den reside in Belton.

He is on his way to 
Pensacola, Fla. for 
more advanced train-
ing in search and res-
cue.

Big Spring 
Senior Center
Monday: Ham, buttered 

lima beans, okra and to-
matoes, cornbread, an-
gel cake with blueberries, 
milk, V8 juice.

Tuesday: Meatloaf, oven 
roasted potatoes, english 
pea salad, apricot halves, 
rolls, milk, V8 juice.

Wednesday: Chicken 
enchiladas, Spanish rice, 
tossed salad and dress-
ing, tortilla chips and sal-
sa, pudding, milk.

Thursday: Hamburger 
steak, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, rolls, lime 
pineapple gelatin, milk.

Friday: Cod fish fillet on 
a bun, tartar sauce, oven 
baked french fries, creamy 
coleslaw, frozen strawber-
ries, milk, VA juice.

Coahoma ISD
Monday: Breafast- 

French toast, sausage, 
syrup, apple juice, milk; 
Lunch- Grilled cheese, 
baked beans, apple, milk, 
barbecue on bun.

Tuesday: Breakfast- 
Oatmeal, sausage, grape 
juice, milk; Lunch- Sub 
sandwiches, salad trays, 
chips, pickle spears, milk, 
corn dogs.

Wednesday: Breakfast- 
Pancake sausage on a 
stick, syrup, orange juice, 
milk; Lunch- Chicken pat-
ty, green beans, creamed 
potatoes, rolls, milk.

Thursday: Breakfast- 
Biscuits, sausage, gravy, 
apple juice, jelly, milk; 
Lunch- Tacos, mixed fruit, 
salad, ranch beans, milk, 
McRibs/bread.

Friday: Breakfast- Pop 
Tarts, fruit, sausage, milk; 
Lunch- Cheeseburger, 
chips, lettuce, tomatoes, 
pickles, oranges, milk.

Forsan ISD
Monday: Breakfast- Bis-

cuit, sausage, juice, milk; 
Lunch- Chicken fajitas, 
refried beans, seasoned 
corn, fruit, milk.

Tuesday: Breakfast- 
PG&J uncrustable, juice, 
milk; Lunch- Chicken Patty 
sandwich, lettuce, tomato 
and pickle, tater tots, baby 
carrots with ranch dress-
ing, sliced peaches, milk.

Wednesday: Breakfast- 
Sausage on a stick, juice, 
milk; Lunch- Taco sal-
ad, pinto beans, orange 
smiles, brownie, milk.

Thursday: Breakfast- 
Cinnamon roll, yogurt, 
juice, milk; Lunch- Sloppy 
Joe, Funyuns, corn on the 
cob, pickle spears, sparkly 
apple, milk.

Friday: Breakfast- Ce-
real, toast, juice, milk; 
Lunch- Popcorn chicken, 
mashed potatoes and gra-
vy, green beans, roll, fro-
zen strawberry cup, milk.

Big Spring ISD
Monday: Breakfast- Ce-

real, colby cheese portion, 
fruit juice, milk; Lunch- 
Pizza, carrots, apploe-
sauce, milk.

Tuesday: Breakfast- 
Sausage roll, fruit juice, 
milk; Lunch- Chicken spa-
ghetti, garden salad, green 
peas, apricots, rolls, milk.

Wednesday: Breakfast- 
Tortilla, cheese omelets, 
fruit cup, milk; Lunch- 
Beef taco, corn, Spanish 
rice, lettuce and tomato 
salad, orange smiles, sal-
sa, milk.

Thursday: Breakfast- 
French toast sticks, syrup, 
fruit juice, milk; Lunch- 
Salisbury steak, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, mixed 
vegetables, pineapple 
chunks, rolls, milk.

Friday: Breakfast- Ham/
cheese biscuits, fruit juice, 
milk; Lunch- Barbecue 
beef, lettuce, tomato, pick-
les, french fries, strawber-
ries, fresh fruit, milk.

John Northcutt

Menus

Angelique Violet Cody of Big Spring was recently 
named a Distinguished Youth of Texas.

Cody was one of 225 Texas girls in grades 5 through 
7 to receive the designation.

Cody, a sixth grader at Goliad Intermediate 
School, competed for the title of “Miss Youth of Tex-
as,” a competition based on academics, community 
service, interviewing skills and confidence/stage 
presence.

Although she didn’t win the title, Cody was named 
winner of the Spirit Award, according to her moth-
er, Judith.

The family thanks the many community mem-
bers and businesses that supported Angelique dur-
ing this competition.

Cody earns Spirit Award 
at ‘Miss Youth of Texas’
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment
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Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.
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Local controversy’s fireworks
F

ew things in this world 
are as polarizing as 
religion, and when the 
Almighty meets politics, 

anyone with half a brain knows 
to brace themselves for the in-
evitable fireworks.

Needless to say, I 
braced myself this 
week when I was 
assigned the story 
on the Salvation 
Army bell ringer 
being exorcised 
from the Big 
Spring Post Office 
lobby, a subject 
that drew letters 
to the editor and 
comments on the 
Herald website the 
likes of which I’ve 
never seen.

As a reporter, the First Amend-
ment is something I hold dear, 
and the participation of the 
public in these matters is, in my 
opinion, crucial to the growth 
and health of a community, no 
matter how large or small it is. 
Gary Wills, an author and his-
torian hailing from Northwest-
ern University, once said, “The 
whole point of free speech is not 
to make ideas exempt from criti-
cism, but to expose them to it.”

Needless to say, Alan Conroy, 
who complained to the local post 
office that the bell ringer was on 
government property illegally, 
made his idea on the issue a 
public matter. According to him, 
he had gone through the proper 
channels at the post office and 
felt he was being ignored, so he 
decided to take the issue to the 
press.

With that, the story landed on 
my desk courtesy of the Herald’s 
managing editor, and I began 
making phone calls to get at the 
truth of the matter. 

And, in all honesty, the truth 
was fairly simple, as the lo-
cal postmaster — who was not 
present the week the complaints 
were initially made, if that’s 
worth noting — confirmed, it 
was against federal law for the 
bell ringers to collect donations 
on government property.

The matter was then handled 

by the postmaster and the bell 
ringer was asked to move down 
to the sidewalk in front of the 
post office.

Unfortunately, the issue was 
far from resolved at that point, 
as local residents, spurred by 
whatever convictions they held 
true began writing letters to the 
editor and commenting on the 
Herald Web site. Some of them 
were innocuous at best, simply 
wishing Conroy and his family 
a Merry Christmas — some with 
milder undertones than others 
— while others threatened boy-
cotts and even physical violence 
against the local resident.

“Good for Mr. Conroy. This 
is a clear example of an issue 
of separation of church and 
state. Clearly unconstitutional,” 
posted John V.

“This also means that citizens 
continue to have the right not to 
do business wherever Mr. Con-
roy is employed. Anyone know 
where that is?” posted Jerry.

“Congratulations John Alan 
Conroy, you picked an argument 
with an elderly citizen volun-
teering her time to help people 
less fortunate. You should be 
proud of yourself,” commented 
Reba S.

“I think we should all take the 
time to drive to the Salvation 
Army and donate. It doesn’t mat-
ter how little or big, and be sure 
you tell them it’s to make up the 
difference. I’ll be praying for you 
Mr. Conroy,” Marie posted on 
the Web site.

Separation of church and state 
is nothing new to the American 
public, and it has been chal-
lenged and affirmed time after 
time by countless courts in this 
great land. 

And while I certainly support 
the separation of these two great 
entities — we need only look to 
the American Revolution to un-
derstand what happens when the 
two are not kept separated — I 
can’t help but feel like the words 
of our founding fathers are being 
ignored.

“The religion and public lib-
erty of a people are so intimately 
connected, their interests are 
interwoven, and cannot exist 

separately.” These words were 
spoken by Samuel Adams, a 
statesman and former governor 
of Massachusetts, in 1772.

As Americans, we are provided 
with a system to address our 
grievances, both small and large. 
We can write our congressmen, 
senators and other governmen-
tal representatives to protest 
laws we feel do not serve the best 
interests of our nation. We can 
write letters to the editor, con-
tact media outlets and be just as 
outspoken as we would like.

Conroy expressed his griev-
ance, first to the post office and 
later to the media, and regard-
less of his motives, handled the 
situation the way our Constitu-
tion outlines. His success stands 
as proof the system does, for the 
most part, work.

As a reporter, I would certainly 
hope our readers follow the same 
system to express their griev-
ances without resorting to mind-
less physical and fiscal threats. 
While each of us is passionate 
about religion in our own way, 
I can hardly believe any man 
or woman of the cloth — insert 
your own terminology for the 
religious leader of your choice 
here — would condone the perse-
cution of someone for standing 
up for what they feel is right.

In the end, I think it’s hard to 
say either side in this matter is 
right or wrong. While I would 
hope we’d strive to follow federal 
laws, I can’t help but think of 
this nation’s founding fathers, 
defiant men who stood up for 
what they believed in by break-
ing English law.

Maybe those interwoven inter-
ests Sam Adams referred to can 
someday be spun into laws that 
both protect us and serve the 
best interests of our citizens, all 
at the same time. 

Until that happens, however, 
I believe we’ll continue to see 
arguments like these, full of 
emotions and fireworks, stirring 
the passion of our very souls.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by 
e-mail at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

To the Editor:
Every morning I get up, check 

the weather and read The Big 
Spring Herald in my apartment 
in Seoul, Korea. It’s my way of 
keeping in touch with what is 
happening back home.

This morning, Sunday in Seoul, 
Saturday in Big Spring, I checked 
the weather in Seoul, clicked on 
the newspaper in Big Spring and 
got to watch the Steers’ playoff 
game in the live stream. Although 
the Steers didn’t do as well as we 
all had hoped, it was exciting to 
be a part of the crowd.

After reading the paper — how I 
will miss a Big Spring Christmas 
with lights and music and whole 
town atmosphere — I got to the 
bottom of the screen and was giv-
en a further treat in being able to 
read Living. The magazine was 
just getting started when I left 
Big Spring and I was hoping it 
was still going on. I enjoyed the 
articles and the pictures through-
out.

Thank you for making this all 
available to an expat, as we are 
called here by other non-Koreans, 
or foreigner, as we are called by 
Koreans. I am going to forward 
your site to friends, especially 

those who ask, “Why do you live 
in Big Spring?”

I am looking forward to return-
ing home in April and your site 
just reminds me of so many of the 
reasons why.

Nancy Michaelis

Seoul, S. Korea

To the Editor:
I am a foster home developer 

with A World For Children. I 
have been in a Big Spring resi-
dent since 2002, president of the 
Big Spring Youth Soccer Asso-
ciation and volunteer my time 
with our local agencies, inlcud-
ing CASA of West Texas and The 
Optimist Club.

I want to publicly thank Tim 
Walsh and our local Walmart for 
donating $1,000 to our agency, A 
World For Children. The agency, 
trains, licenses and supports lo-
cal foster families as they provide 
foster and foster adopt homes for 
the state’s foster children.

Tim and I first met at the Op-
timist Clubs meetings, and he is 
truly someone who cares about 
the children of the Permiam Ba-
sin — so much, in fact, he has 
helped me with school supplies 

and now a generous donation just 
in time for Christmas.

Many people give at Christmas 
to variours oranizations and 
groups, which is wonderful. Wal-
mart and Tim have chosen to give 
to our foster children who live in 
and around Howard County, who 
go to our schools. I think that is 
pretty special.

Isaac Miramontes

Big Spring

To the Editor:
My daughter lives in Kerrville. 

Last night a friend of hers had a 
different kind of Christmas party. 
She called it “a party with a pur-
pose.” Instead of all the prepara-
tions and glitz normally needed 
for the event and presents for each 
other, each person was to select 
an angel from the trees scattered 
all over town. They were also to 
bring a jar of peanut butter and 
any other non-parishables for the 
Salvation Army food bank.

They then took an appetizer 
or drink and paper goods to the 
party.

They had a great time. The 

See LETTERS, Page 5A

I
n Texas the law is clear.  Governing bodies 
must conduct the people’s business in public 
or else face some serious penalties. This stat-
ute has protected the public and elected repre-

sentatives alike for the past 42 years with a basic 
premise:  public bodies should deliberate in public.

The days of making backroom good ol’ boy deals 
in private are a thing of the past be-
cause the Texas Legislature outlawed 
it by passing the Open Meetings Act 
in 1967, and strengthening it in 1973 
after the infamous “Sharpstown 
Scandal.”  

Yet, there are some serious and trou-
bling attempts underway that could 
open the door for that very thing to 
occur. At least three Texas cities and 
the Texas Municipal League are en-
dorsing a legal challenge in the courts 
that will render Texas’ Open Meet-
ings laws ineffective. TML, which is 
supported by your tax money in the 
form of membership fees, is urging more than 1,100 
Texas cities to sign on to a federal lawsuit. 

The details of the challenge are stated simply: 
These public officials claim the Texas Open Meet-
ings Act unconstitutionally restricts their right of 
free speech under the First Amendment. Of course, 
they are free to say anything they wish to anyone 
they wish at any time they wish.

However, when they are meeting as a quorum of a 
governmental body, they must say it in front of the 
public at an open meeting. 

Even more importantly, the First Amendment 
cannot be a shield to prevent accountability of pub-
lic officials, but guarantees access to the workings 
of these governmental bodies just like it does to our 
courts.

TML wants criminal penalties such as jail time 
stripped from the law that has protected the public 
for more than four decades. They believe the cur-
rent language is too punitive and argue “…less re-
strictive penalties would not only continue to pre-
serve the integrity of the Texas Open Meetings Act 
but would also recognize the fundamental right of 
city officials to free speech.”

In other words, if public officials break the law 
in the future by conducting business in secret — 
i.e., exercising their rights to “free speech” behind 
closed doors, a slap on the wrist should be punish-
ment enough.

It simply defies logic and apparently not all of 
TML’s own members agree with this position.  As 
reported in The Brownsville Herald, Nov. 21, 2009, 
TML board member and Mercedes Mayor Joel 
Quintanilla said, “Either I misunderstood the en-
tire meeting or something is happening. The way 
I understood it, we all (board members) voted in fa-
vor of keeping the restrictive penalties, not lessen-
ing them.” Quintanilla went on to say, “We didn’t 
want elected officials to get comfortable.” 

He’s not the only one apparently confused by 
TML’s action. Mercedes Commissioner Ruben Gua-
jardo is also quoted as saying, “The consensus (of 
the TML Resolutions Committee) was that things 
were fine the way they were (with the Texas Open 
Meetings Act) and that trying to reinvent the wheel 
was not in the best interest of everyone involved…
We (the resolutions committee) felt that to change 
something (in the meetings act) was just not cor-
rect. It really wasn’t right. The consensus was to 
leave the Texas Meetings Act the way it is.” 

I couldn’t agree with Commissioner Guajardo or 
Mayor Quintanilla more. As a member of the pub-
lic, I am left confused by what is happening, and 
why. But I do know this. I don’t want elected offi-
cials to get too comfortable either because I have 
seen firsthand what can happen if they do.

See HOBBY, Page 5A

Open Meetings Law
doesn’t need to be
weakened by TML

A Small Prayer

May we know that although we may not be 
rich, Lord, we are wealthy with Your bless-
ings.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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By Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 
with no repeats. That means no number is 
repeated in any row, column or box. 

sudoku

Roberts.
The Aggies limited 

the Zips’ leading scor-
er, guard Anthony 
Hitchens, to two 
points on 1-of-10 shoot-
ing. Hitchens entered 
the game averaging 
10.7 points per game.

“We knew he liked 
to look for his shot,” 
said A&M guard Dash 
Harris, who tallied a 
career high in assists 
(8) and steals (4). “I 
wanted to keep a hand 
in his face and bother 
him — I wanted him to 
make plays for other 
people.”

A&M, which led 
26-23 at halftime, has 
won 47 consecutive 
nonconference home 
games.

“This was a game I 
was nervous about,” 
A&M coach Mark 
Turgeon said. “Akron 
is picked to win its 
league. Then you 
walk in at halftime 
and you’re only up by 
three.”

Akron and Texas 
A&M had not played 
since 1949.

of the first half, and it 
was a cycle we never 
were able to withstand. 
... You definitely can’t 
win on the road playing 
like that.”

NOTES: Mavericks 
G/F Quinton Ross, who 
played for Memphis last 
season, missed his sixth 
game with tightness in 
his lower back. Officials 
reviewed Mayo’s shot at 
10:18 of the second quar-
ter, changing it from the 
original call of a 2-point 
basket to a 3-pointer. 
Later in the quarter, 
they would check to see 
where Kidd’s feet were 
on the 3-point line when 
he was fouled by the 
Grizzlies Sam Young. 
They ruled Kidd’s feet 
were on the line, giving 
him two shots. Memphis, 
which played 12 of its 
first 19 on the road, is 5-3 
at home. There was only 
one foul called on either 
team in the fourth quar-
ter an offensive foul on 
Grizzlies G Jamaal 
Tinsley with 10:49 left in 
the game. ... The 
Mavericks hit all 10 of 
their free throws in the 
first half, and didn’t go 
to the line in the second 
half. ... The Mavericks 

ahead.
“People have been 

saying that this is their 
season, what they’re 
playing for,” James 
noted. “This is our sea-
son, too, because if we 
go in and beat these 
guys, we don’t have to 
worry about them com-
ing back to haunt us.”

The Giants haunted 
the Cowboys two years 
ago on their way to 
winning the Super 
Bowl as a wild card. 
Oddly, it’s the only 
late-season game Romo 
has lost to New York; 
he’s 2-0 against New 
York in December.

“We don’t talk about 
that stuff,” he said. 
“When you lose, you 
learn from it. When 
you win, you learn 
from it and improve on 
it. That is what this 
team has been able to 
do is put blinders on 
and continue to go for-
ward. And we are 
going to keep doing the 
same thing.”

In contrast to the 
Giants, who can’t keep 
doing the same thing. 
They’re also banged-
up in the backfield, 
with only starter 
Brandon Jacobs and 
rookie Gartrell 
Johnson healthy at 
running back. Eli 
Manning’s perfor-
mances have been 
spotty since he sus-
tained a foot injury, 
and he now has a stress 
reaction that devel-
oped from the first 
problem.

New York also is 
without defensive 
leader Antonio Pierce. 
The middle linebacker 
was placed on injured 
reserve this week.

That doesn’t bode 
well against Dallas, 
which has a formida-
ble running back trio 
of Marion Barber, 
Felix Jones and 
Tashard Choice, and 
one of the league’s best 
tight ends, Jason 
Witten, although he’s 
battling a foot prob-
lem.

Do such matchup 
woes worry the 
Giants?

“There’s no fear at 
all,” linebacker 
Michael Boley said. 
“You can’t play the 
game with fear. In 
every aspect of the 
game, you get hit, 
you’ve got to get right 
back up.”

MAVS
Continued from 1B

previous low shooting percentage on the year was 
Nov. 11 against San Antonio when they shot 35.4 
percent. ... The 16-point loss matched the season’s 
worst for Dallas. The Mavericks lost 111-95 at 
Cleveland on Nov. 28.

AP Photo/ Nikki Boertman

Dallas Maverick Dirk Nowitzki lays up over the 
Grizzlies’ Marc Gasol on Friday in Memphis. The 
Mavericks lost the game 98-92. Nowitzki scored 
16 points and was 7 of 22 from the floor.

DALLAS
Continued from 1B

A&M
Continued from 1B

DETROIT — The Mid-
American Conference 
has produced quarter-
backs good enough to play 
in the NFL over the past 
decade: Ben Roethlisberger,  
Byron Leftwich and Chad 
Pennington.

Dan LeFevour looks ready to 
join the list.

LeFevour had a pair of 
record-breaking touchdown 
passes in the first half, helping 
Central Michigan beat Ohio 
20-10 on Friday night in the 
MAC championship game.

He set a major college foot-
ball mark for combined touch-
downs passing, rushing and 
receiving in the first quarter 
with his 147th. He threw for 
another score late in the first 
half to break Pennington’s 
MAC record and give the 
Chippewas a 17-7 lead.

“He’ll definitely leave his leg-
acy,” Central Michigan coach 
Butch Jones said.

LeFevour’s 14-yard TD pass 
to Cody Wilson in the first 
quarter broke the mark set by 
Hawaii’s Colt Brennan in 2007 
and matched by Texas Tech’s 
Graham Harrell in 2008.

The senior from Downers 
Grove, Ill., has rushed for 46 
touchdowns and caught one 
TD pass.

“When you play four years in 
a spread offense, you’re going 
to get a shot at some of those,” 
said LeFevour, who obliged 

university president Kathy 
Wilbur and several others by 
stopping to pose for postgame 
pictures on the field.

When you win as much as 
Jones has over the past three 
years at Central Michigan, 
schools with openings — per-
haps such as Marshall — are 
going to try to hire him away.

Would it be tough to leave?
“Central Michigan means 

something to me,” Jones said, 
dodging a reporter’s question.

The Chippewas (11-2) are 
expected to play in the GMAC 
Bowl on Jan 6.

Central Michigan didn’t do 
much offensively after half-
time against Ohio, but held 
on to win the conference title 
for the third time in four years 
and MAC-best seventh since 
1975.

“It wasn’t pretty, but we 
found a way to win,” Jones 
said.

LeFevour was 28 of 39 for 255 
yards with two TDs and an 
interception. He also ran for 
51 yards.

Central Michigan’s Bryan 
Anderson extended his NCAA 
all-division record with a catch 
in his 53rd straight game and 
finished with seven receptions 
for 54 yards and a TD.

Ohio (9-4) likely will make a 
return trip to Detroit for the 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl on 
Dec. 26.

“We obviously would like to 
come back,” said coach Frank 
Solich, who has revived his 

career by turning around the 
Bobcats after getting fired at 
Nebraska.

Theo Scott was 10 of 23 for 138 
yards and Terrence McCrae 
had seven receptions for 141 
yards and caught a 29-yard 
pass from wide receiver Taylor 
Price on a trick play that pulled 
Ohio within three late in the 
first quarter.

Ohio’s Noah Keller had 16 

tackles, setting a MAC champi-
onship game record, and fresh-
man Matt Weller matched the 
school’s single-season record 
with his 20th field goal that 
made it 20-10 in the third.

“Our kids made it a ball-
game,” Solich said.

Ohio had a chance to win its 
first MAC title since 1968.

“We’re not too far off and 
we’re making progress,” Solich 

Central Mich. takes MAC title with 20-10 win
Associated Press

AP Photo/ Carlos Osorio

Central Michigan’s Dan LeFevour throws a touchdown pass 
Friday against Ohio in the MAC Championship in Detroit. 
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Bhupen Agrawal is branch 
manager and a managing 
director — investments for 
the Wachovia Securities 
Midland office.

Bill Franks, AAMS, is a senior 
registered client associate and 
the senior associate to the 
branch manager.

With apologies to Shakespeare, we feel a little 
like Hamlet when he asked, “Whether ‘tis no-
bler in the mind to suffer the slings and arrows 
of outrageous fortune, or to take arms against a 
sea of troubles, and by opposing, end them?” Ba-
sically, for an investment strategist the question 
becomes, should we succumb to the many uncer-
tainties our country and economy face and take 
our profits out of the stock market? Or should we 
respect and stay with the action of the stock mar-
ket, which has been “taking arms against a sea of 
troubles” and has rallied a big 62 percent from the 
March 9 lows?

The bears use a long list of “outrageous for-
tune” to make their case, and they do have a great 
number of valid arguments. The most basic is 
the outlook for the economy. Current data con-
tinues to show that the economy is in a recovery 
mode. However, the economic recovery is fragile, 
and there remains plenty of downside risk. The 
labor market remains very soft, and business ex-
ecutives face many uncertainties that could keep 
them very cautious about future hiring. For ex-
ample, what health-care and cap and trade costs 
will they face in the future? A real donnybrook is 
ready to break out in the Senate as work begins 
on a sweeping health care plan estimated at $848 
billion, the biggest change in the U.S. health care 
system since Medicare was created in 1965.  

Also, the desire to expand one’s business is 
certainly not helped when the Secretary of the 
Treasury is under attack and there is a move on 
in Congress to reduce the power of the Federal 
Reserve. Add to all of this a major dislike of Wall 
Street by Washington and Main Street and an ex-
tremely divisive mood in Washington.

No one knows how all these problems will work 
out, but we do know that the stock market hates 
uncertainty and usually heads south when the 
environment is very grey. But that’s not the case 
today. Everyone with a TV is aware of all the 
troubles out there, and yet the stock market acts 
well. Why? First, you should know that the rally 
from the deeply oversold level reached on March 
9 has not been that unusual in the history of post-
recession bottoms. Today, the S&P 500 is selling 
at about 14.5 times earnings estimated for 2010. 
Ten years ago, the multiple was closer to 40. Also, 
stocks still look attractively valued as compared 
to alternative assets.

The stock market has done well because of con-
fidence in the resilience of our country and econ-
omy, and we share that optimism. Hamlet said, 
“To be, or not to be — that is the question.” We 
advise investors “to be” in the stock market and 
“not to be” surprised by normal corrections.

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 
Portions of this article were produced Nov. 24 by Al Gold-
man, Wells Fargo Advisors chief market strategist. Wells 
Fargo Advisors did not assist in the preparation of this 
article, and its accuracy and completeness are not guar-
anteed. The opinions expressed in the report are those of 
the authors and are not necessarily those of Well Fargo 
or its affiliates. The material has been prepared or is dis-
tributed solely for informational purposes and is not a 
solicitation or an offer to buy any security or instrumen-
tal to participate in any trading strategy.  Additional 
information is available upon request at (432) 684-7335. 
Wells Fargo Advisors LLC., member SIPC is a registered 
broker dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of Wells 
Fargo & Company.

CANDICE CHOI
AP Personal Finance Writer

NEW YORK  — There was a 
time when free shipping was a 
rare deal. This holiday season, 
you might feel it’s your right as a 
paying customer.

With so many discounts up for 
grabs online, a hefty shipping 
charge at checkout can be an 
unwelcome surprise. You might 
even be annoyed enough to can-
cel the order and look for a better 
deal elsewhere. Your chances of 
succeeding wouldn’t be half bad.

If you can’t bear the thought of 
paying for delivery, here’s how to 
get around it.

GET THE DEAL
FreeShipping.org lists about 

1,900 stores (and counting) that 
offer delivery deals. Minimum 
purchase requirements, coupon 
codes and expiration dates are 
noted when applicable.

If you’re scrolling through the 
site and spot an offer that ends 
soon, don’t feel rushed into buy-
ing. Free shipping is becoming 
an increasingly popular way to 
drive sales. So even after one 
promotion ends, another could 
be around the corner, said Luke 
Knowles, founder of FreeShip-
ping.org.

Dec. 17 is also the site’s second 
annual Free Shipping Day. Par-
ticipating retailers guarantee 
that purchases made on the day 
will be delivered by Dec. 24. The 
idea is to keep people shopping 
online in mid-December, when 
some worry it’s too late place or-

ders for Christmas.
A recent check of FreeShip-

pingDay.com showed 449 retail-
ers signed up so far, including 
Anne Klein, Kmart, Macy’s and 
Sephora.

Another site, Istobe.com, lists 
around 500 retailers, whether 
they offer free shipping, and how 
much you need to spend to quali-
fy. You can find the list at istobe.
com/free-shipping.html.

The most direct way to learn 
about free shipping deals is to 

sign up for e-mail alerts on the 
retailer’s Web site. This is a good 
route if you’re a fan of a certain 
store, and want to stay on top of 
other promotions it runs.

KNOW THE CATCHES
Before you leap at a free ship-

ping offer, check the policy on 
returns. You may have to pay to 
mail back unwanted items. If it’s 
an exchange, you might need to 
foot the bill for shipping on the 
new item too.

Some sites, such as online shoe 
and clothing retailer Zappos.
com, offer free returns. All you 
have to do is print a return label, 
stick it on the box, and drop it in 
the mail. You get a year at Zappos 
to return items, but most stores 
generally have shorter policies.

You can usually return items 
bought online at a local store too. 
Just be sure to bring along the re-
ceipt that was included with the 
order.

As the holidays draw closer, 
some retailers may offer free ex-
pedited shipping. But in general, 
free shipping usually applies to 
the standard delivery method. It 
varies by retailer, but that means 
it could take as many as 10 days 
to get your order.

There are also times when buy-
ing online — and paying a ship-
ping charge — is smarter than 
buying from a nearby store. This 
could be the case if it’s a gift you 
plan to mail anyway. Go to www.
usps.com for an estimate of what 
it would cost to mail the item 
yourself; it might turn out the 
store’s shipping fee is a bargain.

This season’s ‘must have?’
Free shipping

AP photo

FedEx workers sort packages 
along a conveyor belt before 
loading them into delivery 
trucks.

DETROIT (AP) — Gen-
eral Motors Co. Chair-
man Ed Whitacre Jr. 
urged the troubled au-
tomaker’s employees to 
forget their old bureau-
cratic culture, telling 
them Friday not to fear 
being fired for taking 
risks.

Whitacre, who also 
announced key manage-
ment changes, wants to 
speed up the automaker’s 
shift to an entrepreneur-
ial culture where deci-
sions are made quickly.

“We want you to step 
up. We don’t want any 
bureaucracy,” Whi-
tacre told employees, 
strolling back and forth 
across a stage at the 
company’s headquarters 
here. “We’re not going to 
make it if you won’t take 
a risk,” he told the audi-
ence of 800.

In a 45-minute presen-
tation that was broadcast 
to employees on internal 
television networks and 
over the Internet, Whita-
cre also unveiled a mis-
sion statement to design, 
build and sell the world’s 
best vehicles.

Whitacre, who pep-
pered his address with 
self-deprecating humor, 
named Vice Chairman 
Bob Lutz, who has long 
advocated for a more 
risk-taking culture, as 
his adviser for product 
development.

Whitacre also said he 
is recombining sales and 
marketing, placing them 
under Susan Docherty. 

See GM, Page 5C

GM Chair 
urges risk 
taking, 
names new 
executives

ANDREW TAYLOR
and PHILIP ELLIOTT
Associated Press Writers

ALLENTOWN, Pa. — Even as he 
trumpeted a slowdown in the na-
tion’s job losses, President Barack 
Obama put finishing touches Fri-
day on a proposal he’ll unveil next 
week to “jump-start” business hiring 
across America.

In a speech from Washington on 
Tuesday, Obama plans to send Con-
gress a list of ideas he supports for a 
new jobs bill. He will endorse send-
ing the biggest chunk of fresh money 
to cash-strapped state and local gov-
ernments to stem their layoffs and 
on expanding a program that gives 
people cash incentives to fix up their 
homes with energy-saving materials, 
a senior administration official said.

Obama will also endorse new tax 
breaks for small businesses that hire 
workers, said the official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity because 
the package, and Obama’s speech, 
are still being crafted. The president 
will support some new spending on 
construction of roads, bridges and 
other construction, but prefers to 

see that as a smaller portion of the 
package because administration 
economists calculate it doesn’t give 
as quick a boost to job creation as the 
other measures, the official said.

“We need to grow jobs and get 
America back to work as quickly as 
we can,” Obama said Friday at a met-
al works plant in Allentown, where 
he visited with hard-hat workers. 
“On Tuesday, I’m going to speak in 
greater detail about the ideas I’ll be 
sending to Congress to help jump-
start private sector hiring and get 
Americans back to work.”

Job losses in the U.S. have been the 
worst since the 1930s, but new statis-
tics out Friday showed a relatively 
moderate shedding of 11,000 jobs 
last month. The unemployment rate 
dipped from 10.2 percent in October 
to 10 percent in November. Obama 
called that “good news, just in time 
for the season of hope.”

But, even with the best jobs re-
port the country has had since 2007, 
Obama said the situation was still 
dire.

“I still consider one job lost one 
job too many,” he said. “Good trends 
don’t pay the rent.”

Obama: Jobs plan 
will jump-start hiring

AP photo

President Barack Obama gestures while making remarks at Lehigh 
Carbon Community College in Schnecksville, Pa.

Ecuador sues Chevron 
to stop arbitration

NEW YORK (AP) — The Republic of Ecuador 
has sued the Chevron Corp. as the two battle over 
liability for pollution in the Amazon rainforest.

The suit was filed Thursday in U.S. District 
Court in Manhattan.

Ecuador is asking the court to block an attempt 
by Chevron to force their dispute over the envi-
ronmental damage into international arbitra-
tion.

Separately, Chevron is defending itself against 
a $27 billion lawsuit in Ecuador brought by 30,000 
inhabitants of a rainforest where illnesses have 
been blamed on contamination from oil drilling.

Chevron says Ecuador, not the company, should 
have to pay any damages.

In a written statement, Chevron spokesman 
Kent Robertson said the government of Ecuador 
had long sought to evade its contractual obliga-
tions to Chevron.

“With today’s filing, the government of Ecua-
dor is simply seeking to delay the arbitration and 
avoid ever having to own up for its abrogation of 
the rule of law and violation of its treaty obliga-
tions to the United States,” Robertson said.
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HOBBY
Continued from Page 4A

I hope you will join me in supporting 
the idea that the Open Meetings Act 
should be left intact and open govern-
ment, without any strings attached, 
should continue to be the law in Tex-
as. I also urge you to contact your city 
leaders and encourage them not to 
join in this effort that could weaken 
the Texas Open meetings laws. 

If clarifications are needed to ad-
dress modern day changes such as 
electronic and digital communica-
tions, then they should be made at the 
statehouse — not city hall. And, at a 
minimum, you should point out to 
your public servants that any discus-
sion on this or any other issue involv-
ing “free speech” should be debated 
in a public meeting instead of a rub-
ber-stamp style vote to please Austin 
lobbyists.

Bill Hobby served as Texas lieuten-
ant governor from 1973-91.

LETTERS
Continued from Page 4A

hostess had no preparation and at the 
end of the night, 50 angels had gifts 
and the food bank inventory went 
up.

I thought I have to pass this on. I 
know Big Spring has a lot of thought-
ful, caring people.

Joanne Tomerlin

Big Spring

To the Editor:
What a tremendous asset to our 

community! I cannot begin to express 
how impressed I am with the staff at 
the Heritage Museum and all the tal-
ent they bring to their exhibits.

With the incredible success of the 
“100 years of the Fire Department” ex-
hibit that recently completed its tour, 
I have discovered a newfound since 
of achievement and pride in our local 
museum and our fire department, as 
well.

Tammy, Nancy, Cheryl and all the 
gang at the Heritage Museum really 
pulled out all the stops on making 
this display come to life. The amount 
of research they did was beyond be-
lief and they really brought to life 
the spirit and essence of our depart-
ment’s rich heritage. Just the volume 
of display items was overwhelming to 
index and arrange.

It is true that we did have the first 
motorized fire truck in Texas, and 
although we don’t still possess it, the 
gals did a great job in producing top 
rate photos and documentation that 
gave us a glimpse of its life and his-
tory.

We also have a lot to be proud of in 
the growth and abilities of our depart-
ment. From those early beginnings a 
century ago, we have developed into 
one of the top rated departments of 
any town our size and many that are 
larger. Our mission has adapted with 
the changing needs of our communi-
ty. We have had to be flexible during 
the many hardships that have fallen 
on our town from the closure of the 
Air Force base to the many ups and 
downs of the oil industry, but we have 
never failed to provide the services 

called for by the citizens we serve.
In fact these events have lead to 

even more capabilities that the mu-
seum chronicled. We have expanded 
our services in many new and bold 
directions such as EMS, training and 
public education, and all of this is due 
to the hard work and support of our 
members and the citizens that sup-
port us in providing for their needs.

This is the spirit that Tammy and 
her crew brought to the exhibit and 
this is the reason I hope all our com-
munity can share my pride in the fine 
museum we enjoy in our own town. 
I think it truly can hold its own any-
where.

It was a great deal of fun working 
with all the firefighters, both present 
and past, that offered their personal 
artifacts and knowledge of our de-
partment. I wish to thank Chief Brian 
Jensen and the members of BSFD, 
retired BSFD personnel Bo Clawson 
and Burr Lea Settles, the Rayford 
Harrison family and all those who 
made this event such a success. May 
God bless us all in the next 100 years.

Carl Condray

Fire Marshall

Big Spring

To the Editor:
I realize that there are two sides to 

every story, but upon reading the Her-
ald’s Tuesday reporting of Mr. Con-
roy’s reaction to the Salvation Army 
representative, several thoughts 
come to mind. It is Mr. Conroy’s right 
to raise the question of charity re-
quests on government property but 
having brought his complaint to the 
postmaster should it not have been 
the post office to handle the situation 
from that point on?

Just because Mr. Conroy returned 
in a few days to find the kettle volun-
teer still present does not mean the 
post office did not address the issue 
and the postmaster is not bound to 
work on Mr. Conroy’s time table.

I do not believe that the bell ringer 
in question should have confronted 
him, but she is human and for her to 
remember you out of all the people 
who visit the post office indicates that 
something more must have occurred 
between the two parties.

In regard to the Christmas music 
that you found offensive, perhaps you 

should consider that the bell ringer 
is giving her time (paid or volunteer) 
and as long as the music is of suitable 
volume to the postmaster and does not 
contain profanity, the style of music 
to help pass the time is her choice not 
yours. It seems that during this holi-
day season, Christian music would 
be appropriate, as He is the reason for 
the season. The music may not offend 
others who visit the post office.

It is regrettable that Mr. Conroy’s 
children were caught up in the argu-
ment with this bell ringer.  Perhaps 
a discussion with them concerning 
their father’s views and the idea of 
volunteers with the long established 
organization like the Salvation Army 
trying to raise money for more unfor-
tunate individuals during the season 
of giving would be a more productive 
endeavor.

Yes, I agree this has gotten ridicu-
lous.

Judy Tereletsky

Big Spring

To the Editor:
I wish to comment about the article 

in Tuesday’s paper. It is about what 
Mr.Conroy had to say that was high-
lighted in green.

I feel sorry for him. It seems it only 
takes one complaint to take things 
away — mainly when it comes   to 
Christains,

You know, we have our rights as 
well, so what gives someone the right 
to complain about the the Salvation 
Army putting its kettle there?

It is there to help people that are hav-
ing a hard time to give to their family 
d u r -

ing the holiday season. They are not 
as lucky as some seem to be.

This reminds me of Target stores, 
because they also have done away 
with the bell ringers and that is very 
sad.

I feel sorry for those who do not 
believe in God, because he is in my 
heart and without Him, I would be 
nothing.

I give thanks to Him daily for what 
I have in my life. He blessed me when 
I found my husband and then again 
with two daughters, and then again 
with three grandchildren.

I just feel sorry for people that don’t 
know Him, and I pray for them.

I hope that you and your family 
have a great Christmas.

                                                                                                        
Marillyn Groesbeck

Big Spring

To the Editor:
I was saddened to read about the 

Salvation Army kettle being banned 
from the post office. It seems the in-
tolerance of a few members of society 
so often push aside the needs and de-
sires of the many. I understand that 
federal laws took the decision out of 
the hands of the local postmaster once 
a complaint was raised.

Salvation Army volunteers work 
tirelessly and often thanklessly to 
help the less fortunate among us, yet 
now they must do it outside in the 
cold.

I am not surprised that the volun-
teer was playing Christian music, 
since the Salvation Army is a Chris-
tian-based organization.

See LETTERS, Page 6A
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2009 Silverado 1500 4WD
$395 Mo.

Crew Cab LS Blue Granite
Stk# 9257T Sale Price $23,995

210075WAC
TT&L

POLLARD
Chevrolet - Buick - Cadillac

1501 E. 4th St.                           267-7421

0%
FOR UP 72 MOS.

The Big Spring Herald
is offering Fax & Copy Services

Fax $2.00 to send 1st page
Additional Pages $1.00 per page
Incoming Faxes $1.00 per page

Color Copies .50 per copy
Black and White .25 per copy

For More Information
CALL 432-263-7331202647

Public Records▼

Howard County Justice of the 
Peace Outstanding IBC Warrants:

Irene Lopez Alaniz, 774 E. Highway 
80, Abilene

Bryan Layton Allison, 1100 College 
Circle, Ranger

Demetrio Alva, 11520 Arrow Rock, 
El Paso

Terica Alvarado, 1100 E. 61st St., 
Odessa

Daniel Antrim, 120 N. 22nd Pl., 
Lamesa

Nancy Ramirez Banuelos, 1002 N. 
Main St. Apt. 1, Big Spring

Christine Avalos Bara, of 1405 N. 
Sixth, Lamesa

Amy Barber, 2602 Ent, Big Spring
Toby Barnett, 1713 Dwayne Barnett, 

Lubbock
Christopher Barrera, 1704 Goliad, 

Big Spring
Teresa Baumann, 1509 E. Sixth, Big 

Spring
Amy Benavides, 3001 N. Midland Dr., 

Big Spring
Casey D. Bernal, 901 Grand, Her-

eford
Crystal Biles, 15885 S. Quartz, 

Odessa
Vern Black, 329 W. Tennessee, 

Floydada
Jeremy Bolton, 506 N. Ave. L, 

Lamesa
Alexis A. Bowie, 2811 Lawton, 

Amarillo
Dave Bracken, 2720 42nd St., Lub-

bock
Wanda Heron Brown, 538 Westover 

Rd. Apt. 113, Big Spring
Richard Henry Burk, PO Box 171933, 

Arlington
Cristal Cabello, 1314 65th Drive Apt. 

C, Lubbock
Melissa Camargo, 2100 Ave. N, 

Tahoka
Wendell Campbell, 600 N.W. Eight 

St., Big Spring
Latonya Campbell, 5948 Callaston 

Lane, Fort Worth
Donna J. Abbott Cantwell, 538 

Westover Rd. Apt. 101, Big Spring
Lenard Carson Jr., 102 S. Peach, 

Pecos
Scott S. Carter, 3223 Cornell, Big 

Spring
Amy Castillo, 1806 Morrison, Big 

Spring
Krisha Nicole Castillo, 905 Walnut, 

Colorado City
Antonia Castillo, 206 Fuller St., 

Hereford
Weldon Montague Cheatham, 4502 

Denison, Snyder
Jared Kendero Coby, 901 S. High 

Street # 802, Longview
Christoval Moren Corralez, 1105 N. 

Nolan, Big Spring
Doyce Ray Coyle, 3301 Auburn, Big 

Spring
Patrick C. Criss, 8030 Catalpa, Texas 

City
Wesley Wayne Crow, 2400 Robb 

Lane, Big Spring
Susan Cuellar, 2301 N. Pecos #238, 

Midland
Wanda Cunningham, 1505 Avion, Big 

Spring
Corey D. Dancer, 2605 Alamesa Dr., 

Big Spring
Ramona Davila, 2143 Texas Ave, 

San Antonio
Clarissa Renteria Dean, 2711 Re-

becca, Big Spring
Johnnie Lou Dry, RR 11 Box 156 FM 

2011, Longview
Brandee A. Eberhardt, 197 Briarwood 

Lane, Big Spring
Kaila R. Edwards, 201 E. Leather-

wood, Big Spring
Constance A. Elledge, 1709 Scotland 

Ave., Azle
Irene Paredez Flores, 1000 E. 20th 

St., Big Spring
Alejandro Franco Jr., 1900 Martin 

Luthe King Blvd. Apt. 215, Big Spring
Danny Frias, 207 W. 17th St., George-

town
Hilda L. Fuentes, 502 S. Seventh, 

Lamesa
Ruby Gaitan, P.O. Box 783, Lamesa
Kenneth Galindo, 6830 El Paso Dr., 

El Paso
Carlos Garcia, 1211 S. Third St., 

Brownfield
James Randal Gardner, P.0. Box 

1490, Lyons, Colo.
Christina Garza, 1202 E. 15th, Big 

Spring
Claudet Garza, 3106 E. Elm, Laredo
Misty Goldston, 2429 20th St., Lub-

bock
Raul Gonzales, 2106 Johnson, Big 

Spring

Fernando Gonzales, 3000 Schadt, 
Fort Worth

Melissa Gonzalez, 2317 CR 220, 
Garden City

Jeffrey Grams, 224 Lelon Lane, 
Springtown

Gabriel Guerrero, 411 NE 10th Street, 
Big Spring

Nora Gutierrez, 606 N. Eighth Street, 
Lamesa

Steven Joe Guzman, 4172 Lake 
County Rd. 254, Colorado City

Edna J. Hale, 510 Milton Ave., 
Brownwood

September Rose Hallmark, 508 Dal-
las St., Big Spring

Sharon Marquis Hanson, 1201 E. Co. 
Rd. 34, Big Spring

Clifford Arvin Hart Jr., 3234 Drexel, 
Big Spring

Dana L. Havink, 600 Star Linda Ct., 
Arlington

Heather Quinn Heiden, 5337 Saddle 
Ridge, San Angelo

Chris Henry, 3520 28th St., Lubbock
Cherie Brandy Hernandez, 2006 Ave. 

L, Snyder
Robert Stephen Hoback, 1516 

Comberland, Odessa
Gerald R. Hodges, 4312 Crane, 

Houston
Allan J. Hoey, 1401 N. Highway 87 

Apt. 2, Big Spring
Emily Howard, P.O. box 224, Big 

Spring
Juan Baldwin Hubbard, 504 Eugene, 

Midland
Jeanie Renee Ivey, 5326 Old State 

Hwy. 7, La Grange
Shauna Danielle Jenkins, 3301 40th 

Place, Snyder
Brandy Johnson, 24327 Pleasonton, 

San Antonio
Byron Johnson, 801 Ohio, Big Spring
Sarah A. Barrow Johnson, 3402 D. 

State St., Big Spring
Rene M. Johnson, 9205 W. County 

Road 174, Midland
Johnny Ray Jones, 501 E. 17th St., 

Big Spring
Luz Martinez Juarez, 602 N.W. Sev-

enth St., Big Spring
Paige Morgan Kenas, 1003-2 Lake 

County Rd. 175, Colorado City
Jason Earnest Key, 602 George St., 

Big Spring
Kimberly K. King, 1711 Young, Big 

Spring
Robert Michael Kleck, P.O. Box 35, 

Rotan
Kenney Jana Krueger, 1207 John-

son, Big Spring
Lynda Kynman, 2503 Central Drive, 

Big Spring
Amanda Lasater, PO Box 30475, 

Midland
Eloy Escobar Leal, 1806 E. 11th, Big 

Spring
Lindsey Kay Lee, 1405 S. Benton, 

Big Spring
Alana Marie Lee, 2711 66th Street, 

Lubbock
Patricia Lutrell, 2726 Redwood, 

Odessa
Joshua David Mackenstein, 414 

Hickory/3417 N. Midland Drive, Midland
Christopher Max Martinez, 2870 S. 

Highway, Snyder
Jarrod Martinez, 61 E. Eighth St., 

San Angelo
Lorene Martinez, 702 N. Iowa, 

Lamesa
Sandy Martinez, 1610 Eubanks, Big 

Spring
Christopher Wayne Mason, 2901 S. 

Brahma, Kingsville
Natalie Ann McDonald, 2464 Glen-

wood, San Angelo
Shawn G. McKay, 3107 Bonham Ave, 

Odessa
Thomas M. McKellen, 2010 Sierra, 

Kenah
Carol Lee McNeil, 2601 Westridge, 

Snyder
Daniel Mercado Jr., 5611 Lancaster, 

Houston
Ebaline Flores Mendoza, PO Box 

291, Mertzon
Chad K. Merrill, 3300 Manor Rd. Apt. 

174, Austin
Joe Luis Miramontes, 1809 Nolan, 

Big Spring
Mari Montemayor, 627 State Street, 

Big Spring
Anna Marie Moreno, 4656 St. Fran-

ces Ave., Dallas
Robert Wayne Moseley, PO Box 39, 

Hondo
Michael Todd McClinton, 1003 S. 

Midkiff, Midland
Ricky L. Nava, 707 Willa, Big Spring
William Leslie Neal, 2100 Alabama, 

Big Spring

Nancy Ortega, 601 Abrams, Big 
Spring

Liza L. Ovalle, 3304 W. Highway 80 
Apt. 44, Big Spring

Alesha Pace, 700 N. Dixie, Odessa
Christopher Eric Painter, 1503 S. 

Johnson, Big Spring
Benson Nelson Payne, 1117 Toby 

Lane, San Angelo
Katherine Hardin Perez, 4908 Park-

way, Big Spring
Lisa M. Portillo, 1200 Stanford Ave, 

Big Spring
Ruth Heinen Privett, 5822 Oak, Big 

Spring
Rickie Dan Pruiett, 979 FM 977, 

Leona
Richard Wayne Rains, 4501 Park-

way, Big Spring
Patricia Ramos, 538 Westover Road 

#226, Big Spring
Bruce Allen Rawson, 4730 Orange 

Street, Bacliff
Anna D. Rich, PO Box 1321, Denver 

City
Alfredo Riojas Jr., 255, S. 11th St., 

Lubbock
Jennifer Roberts, 2500 Cheyenne, 

Big Spring
Mandi E. Cevalos Rodriguez, 406 

North Scurry, Big Spring
Magaly Romero, 1900 MLK Blvd. Apt. 

603, Big Spring
Robert Christopher Rosamond, 801 

Lancaster, Big Spring
Jennifer Ann Rositas, 1429 E. Sixth, 

Big Spring
Kenneth Wayne Ross, 12101 Dessau 

Rd., Big Spring
Thomas Ross, 1206 Lela St., Jasper
Thomas Castillo Ruiz, 1306 W. Ten-

nessee, Midland
Blanca L. Saenz, 1202 N. Sam Hous-

ton Ave., Odessa
Rudy Andrew Salazar, PO Box 1275, 

Stanton
Mona Saldana, 400 Circle, Big Spring
Emily Sartain, 1806 37th, Snyder
Carol Ann Sawyer, 700 S. Lancaster, 

Big Spring
Monica Serbine, 304 E. 20th, Big 

Spring
Stephanie Serrato, 1306 Wright, Big 

Spring
Harl Bradford Shaffer, 5603 Gail 

Hwy., Big Spring
Curtis W. Shelton, 3714 Millbrook 

Road, Big Spring
Amy Leigh Corley Shifflett, 209 N. 

Main, Coahoma
Jonathan Michael Shorten, 1619 1-35 

La Quinta, San Marcos
Korina Sirmon, 608 W. 15th St., Big 

Spring
Brian Paul Siverson, 589c Stoddard, 

Odessa
Cade Smith, 410 McKee Lane, San 

Angelo
Lisa D. Smith, 2010 Sierra Dr., 

League City
Anthony Solis, 1303 Elm St., Big 

Spring
Rosa Soto, 407 E. Vealmoor, Coa-

homa
Janie Spurgeion, 1212 Wadley, 

Midland
Shawn Spurgeon, 106 N. Adams, 

Denver City
Mickey Jermain Starnes, 402 Holly 

Oak Dr., Tyler
Misty D. Sternadel, 457 Seventh St., 

Scotland TX
Robert Summers, 1905 Wasson Dr. 

#5, Big Spring
James Sutton, 2225 Oakland, Abilene
Tonya D. Conner Taylor, 1111 Mose-

ley Circle, Hobbs, N.M.
Paula Valdez, 2220 S. First, Lamesa
Jimmy Vasquez, 4000 W. Illinois, 

Midland
Liandro Ventura, 1905 Wasson No. 

23, Big Spring
Brenda Vera, 1901 Ave. N, Snyder
Alicia N. Vernon, 9614 Dover Ridge, 

San Antonio
Tyler J. Voss, Fannin Co. Rd 4925, 

Leonard
Rene Villa, 106 Circle, Big Spring
Amy Wagner, PO Box 784, Blanco
Michael Wagner, P.O. Box 428, 

Denver City
Jim Bob White, 412 Davis Rd., Big 

Spring
Candida Lynn Whitehead, 1405 Run-

nels, Big Spring
Tina Diane Whitlow, 1407.5 Settles, 

Big Spring
Brandi Woodard, 642 Westview Dr., 

Abilene
Chad Matthew Wright, 211 E. Robin-

son, Big Spring
Jerry Lee Wrightsil Jr., 2816 Ridge 

Road, Fort Worth

Marriage Licenses:
Lonnie G. Lovell, 27, of Big Spring, 

and Terri L. Clark, 21, of Carrollton.
Cody R. Chandler, 20, of Big Spring, 

and Patsy L. Chambers, 21, of Georgia.
Bobby Gene Bricker, 37, and Jolene 

McNutt Deel, 35, both of Big Spring.
Michael Anthony Juarez, 24, and 

Eugina Latoya Olague, 21, both of Big 
Spring.

Rodger Ray Hall, 53, of Big Spring, 
and Corazon Luayon, 44.

Manuel Hewtty, 56, and Alicia Parras, 
56, both of Big Spring.

Rian J. Jensen, 26, and Jodi N. 
Eaton, 23, both of Colorado City.

William Russell Parks, 41, and Lisa 
Ann Parks, 39, both of Big Spring.

Warranty Deeds:
Grantor: William A Bonner Jr. and 

John Currie
Grantee: Gail W. Legg
Property: Lot 7, Block 7, College Park 

Estates.
Date: Nov. 19, 2009

Grantor: Eric Mark Reeh and Erin 
Meagan Reeh Taggart

Grantee: David and Christi Daniel
Property: 12.5 acre tract out of north-

west quarter of Section 44, Block 323, 
T-1-S, T&P survey

Date: Nov. 19, 2009

Grantor: Steven and Sydney Dickson
Grantee: Lee Harris
Property: Lots 1 and 2, Block D, 

Earle’s Addition
Date: Nov. 20, 2009

Grantor: Jo Ann Staulcup
Grantee: Marcellous Weaver
Property: Lot 4, Block 6, Parkhill 

Addition
Date: Nov. 24, 2009

Grantor: Mary Jones
Grantee: Jack Jones Jr. DBA Jaguar 

Bearing Supply 
Property: Portion of Lots 5 and 6, 

Block 5, Boydstun Addition
Date: Nov. 25, 2009

Grantor: David and Shelia Richard-
son

Grantee: Rose Marie Teeler
Property: Tract of land out of Section 

44, Block 31, T-1-N, T&P survey
Date: Nov. 24, 2009

Grantor: Sandy Castillo
Grantee: Dillard Teal
Property: Lot 2, Block 9, Stanford 

Park Addition
Date: Nov. 24, 2009

Grantor: Swartz and Brough Inc.
Grantee: Tierra Group LLC
Property: Lot 3, Block 25, Monticello 

Addition
Date: Nov. 24, 2009

Grantor: Cecil and Carol Stephens
Grantee: J. Rutledge Realty LLC
Property: Tract of land out of Section 

5, Block 32, T-1-S, T&P survey
Date: Nov. 27, 2009

Grantor: New Covenant Christian 
Worship Center

Grantee: Cornerstone Covenant 
Church

Property: Lots 2 through 8, Block 6, 
Cole & Strayhorn Addition, and Lot 7, 
Block 3, Cole & Strayhorn Addition

Date: Dec. 1, 2009

Warranty Deeds 
with Vendor’s Lien:
Grantor: John Keller Jr. et. al.
Grantee: Dennis Lee Wilcox et. al.
Property: Three tracts in the north-

east quarter of Section 44, Block 31, 
T-1-N, T&P survey.

Date: Nov. 17, 2009

Grantor: Michael and Laura Holm
Grantee: Dominick and April Boiles
Property: Lot 14, Block 1, Highland 

South Addition
Date: Nov. 19, 2009

Grantor: Troy Koening
Grantee: Megan L. Salazar
Property: Lot 24, block 5, Douglass 

Addition
Date: Nov. 20, 2009

Grantor: Marcellous Weaver
Grantee: Adolfo and Patricia Salinas
Property: Tract of land out of north-

east quarter of Section 25, Block 33,T-
1-N, T&P survey

Date: Nov. 13, 2009

Grantor: Larry and Juanita Lestikow
Grantee: Matthew E. Jackson
Property: Lot 13, block 4, Kentwood 

Addition
Date: Nov. 19, 2009

Grantor: Jordy and Vanessa Jordan
Grantee: John and Carolyn Sue 

Keller
Property: Tract of land out of south-

east quarter of Section 1, Block 33, 
T-1-S, T&P survey

Date: Nov. 23, 2009

Grantor: John and Andrea Lyons
Grantee: Guy Prater
Property: Tract of land out of Block 2, 

Parkview Addition
Date: Nov. 23, 2009

Grantor: Jimmy and Janis Ramey
Grantee: Braeson Ramey
Property: Southwest quarter of Sec-

tion 10, Block 33, T-1-N, T&P survey
Date: Nov. 24, 2009

Grantor: George and Irene Wilson
Grantee: Delfino and Marta Carrillo
Property: Lots 4, 5 and 6, Subdivision 

D, Block 11, Fairview Heights Addition
Date: Nov. 24, 2009

Grantor: Kathy McDonough
Grantee: Flora Gonzalez
Property: Lots 4 and 5, Subdivision 

A, Block 18, Amended Fairview Heights 
Addition

Date: Nov. 23, 2009

Grantor: Fred and Sue Holguin
Grantee: Peter Boen
Property: Lots 1 through 9, Block 61 

and Lot 15, Block 52, Original Forsan 
Township

Date: Sept. 1, 2009

Grantor: Blake and Jennifer Lance
Grantee: James Roddenberry
Property: Tract of land out of north-

east quarter, Section 17, Block 32, 
T-1-N, T&P survey

Date: Nov. 30, 2009

Grantor: Ronald and Charlotte 
Reagan

Grantee: Walter and Namiqa Ship-
man

Property: Lot 1, Block 2, Indian Hills 
Addition

Date: Nov. 30, 2009

Grantor: Sharp Image Energy Inc.
Grantee: Cassidy and Vaden Wennik
Property: Tract of land out of north-

east quarter of Section 33, Block 32, 
T-1-N, T&P survey

Date: Nov. 30, 2009

Grantor: Gregg and Jessica Roman
Grantee: Ray DeLeon Jr.
Property: Lot 21, Block 6, Washing-

ton Place Addition
Date: Nov. 30, 2009

Grantor: Ray and Joann DeLeon
Grantee: Jose and Gabriela Vil-

lagrana
Property: Lot 2, Block 1, E. Highland 

Park Addition
Date: Nov. 30, 2009

Grantor: Judith Grant
Grantee: Cody and Sara Griffin
Property: Lot 3, Block 5, Hillcrest Ter-

race Addition
Date: Nov. 30, 2009

Grantor: Charles and Melba Driver
Grantee: John and Jayne Earp
Property: Tract of land out of north-

east quarter of Section 20, Block 32, 
T-1-S, T&P survey

Date: Nov. 23, 2009

Grantor: Carla Jo Bauer
Grantee: Angela Markunas
Property: Lot 6, block 3, Barnes 

Subdivision
Date: Nov. 30, 2009

Grantor: Danny Cujar
Grantee: George and Lanita Karibian
Property: Lots 3 through 6, Block 4, 

Subdivision B, Fairview Heights Addi-
tion

Date: Nov. 25, 2009

GM
Continued from Page 4C

She became head of sales when for-
mer CEO Fritz Henderson separated 
the roles of sales and marketing. 
Henderson left the company earlier 
this week.

Lutz, 77, who had been in charge of 
marketing, will help Whitacre learn 
about the business, he said.

In another key move, the chairman, 
who joined GM in June, promoted 

engineering chief Mark Reuss to run 
North American operations. Reuss 
recently was named head of engineer-
ing, and before that ran the company’s 
Holden operations in Australia.

GM board member Stephen Girsky, 
a former auto analyst with Morgan 
Stanley, also will be an adviser to 
Whitacre. Girsky worked briefly as 
an analyst in the treasurer’s office at 
GM in the late 1980s, and also was an 
adviser to former CEO Rick Wagoner 
in 2005 and 2006.ter” than its rivals.
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bring home more h   liday

ORDER TOLL-FREE 1-800-743-8730
$5 Flat Rate Shipping, up to 10 items.  
Exclusions apply.

MON-SAT

JAN-DEC

Just $6 Each
2009 christmas collectibles

With any $50 purchase. 
A $24 value each.  
One per $50 purchase. 

While supplies last. 

Sale prices effective through December 8, 2009. Selected styles; entire stocks only where indicated. Interim markdowns may have been taken. Selection may vary by store.

50% 
off
entire 
stock
 men’s 
chaps®

 sweaters
S-XXL. 

Orig. 49.50-
79.50,

 Sale 24.75-
39.75

40%-
50%  
off

entire stock
 men’s u.s.

 polo assn.®

Hoodies, polos, 
tees, jeans, more. 

Reg. 26.00-50.00, 
Sale 14.99-24.99

50% off
slippers for the family

By Olivia Miller®, Realtree®, Disney®, Dockers®, 
more. Reg./orig. 18.00-34.00, Sale 9.00-17.00

50% 
off

sleepwear 
& robes 
for her

Winter styles by 
Rebecca Malone® 

Intimates, 
On Stage®

 and Whispers®. 
S-XL; 1X-3X. 

Reg. 22.00-65.00, 
Sale 11.00-32.50

40% 
off

misses 
career 

separates
By NYC Design 
Co.®, Notations® 

and Larry Levine®. 
Reg. 36.00-
64.00, Sale 
21.60-38.40

50% off
entire stock inspirational

 christmas décor
Angels, nativities, crosses, more. 

Reg. 8.00-68.00, Sale 4.00-34.00

salE 29.99
1/8 ct. t.w. diamond pendants

18K gold over sterling silver. 18" chain. 
Reg. 120.00 each. 

CT. T. W. = Carats total weight. 

salE 
17.99

christmas 
knit tops

Novelty designs, 
vintage finishes. 

Misses S-XL; 
plus-sizes 1X-3X. 

Reg. 28.00-32.00.

40% 
off

jrs. u.s. 
polo assn.® 

3-pc. set
Sweater set with 

hat and scarf.
Reg. 44.00, 
Sale 26.40

50% 
off

 girls 2t-16 
holiday 

dresses
By Jenny & Me® 

and Speechless®. 
Orig. 30.00-60.00, 
Sale 15.00-30.00

special 
buy!

Bonus coupon valid thru tuEsdaY, dEcEmBEr 8 Bonus coupon valid thru tuEsdaY, dEcEmBEr 8

EXtra 20% off
anY sinGlE itEm* • rEGular pricE, salE or clEarancE

*Excludes fragrances, cosmetics, formalwear rental, gift cards and previous purchases.  
Cannot be combined with any other coupon or private savings offer. 

Must relinquish coupon at time of purchase.  

EXtra 20% off
anY sinGlE itEm* • rEGular pricE, salE or clEarancE

*Excludes fragrances, cosmetics, formalwear rental, gift cards and previous purchases.  
Cannot be combined with any other coupon or private savings offer. 

Must relinquish coupon at time of purchase.  

HOLIDAY salE
50%-75% off with Your Bonus coupons! 

STORE LOCATOR!
call 1-800-743-8730 or
log on at www.beallstx.com

N

91233810.B   12/06/09   HOLIDAY SALE ENDS TUE ROP   5 Col x 17”   B&W ROP   MN   3A Bealls    Nann Beisner / Lola Grant / Julie Schwalen-Lee

10% OFF ALL DAY + Bonus VIP Points  
when you open a new credit card account*  
*Subject to credit approval. Exclusions apply.

N

E-ALERTS!
Receive advance notice of sales. 
Sign up at www.beallstx.com

our Gift card*

the perfect present! 
In denominations of $5-$1000. Available 

in-store, at www.beallstx.com 
and 1-800-743-8730.
*Terms and conditions apply. 

savE
throuGh
tuEsdaY!

91233810.BJPS.indd   1 12/3/09   1:31:37 PMBEALLS HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 10 AM - 9 PM   Sun 12 PM - 6 PM         Inside The Big Spring Mall
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Alan Conroy was 
quoted in the article as 
the person who objected 
to the kettle in the 
post office. I wonder if 
perhaps Mr. Conroy’s 
interpretation of the 
volunteer’s comments 
as a “taunt” might have 
been colored by his own 
anger and intolerance.

In any case, it is volun-
teers for the Salvation 
Army and countless 
other Christian organi-
zations who reach out to 
hurting individuals in 

this season and through-
out the year.

The instances where 
Christians reach out to 
help others greatly out-
number the instances 
where atheistic organi-
zations do so and it is be-
cause of Christ’s love in 
us. I wonder how many 
homeless people might 
not have been helped 
in California because 
contributions were less 
after volunteers were 
forced to leave the post 
office in a similar inci-
dent.

I hope this incident in 
Big Spring has the re-
verse effect and I plan to 
make a larger donation 

than usual to the Salva-
tion Army. I hope others 
will do the same. I wish 
to thank the volunteers 
for their willingness to 
serve — in warmth or in 
the cold.

It saddens me that the 
well-meaning and self-
less efforts of these vol-
unteers are rewarded 
by being banned from 
the federal property of 
a country which, by his-
torical fact, was found-
ed on God and Christian 
principles with toler-
ance for those who do 
not believe.

Indeed, it is those who 
do not believe in God 
who seem to be most in-

tolerant.
I appreciate the Chris-

tian attitude shown in 
the comments of Sal-
vation Army Capt. Ed 
Cheshire, who was 
quoted in the news story 
and made it plain that 
the organization only 
wants to serve the com-
munity.

May God bless all who 
were involved this in-
cident — the captain 
and volunteer, the post-
master and especially 
Mr. Conroy. I pray that 
someday soon Mr. Con-
roy experiences first-
hand the saving love of 
Jesus Christ who was 
born and crucified for 

Alan Conroy, just as he 
was for me. I pray he 
chooses to accept this 
wonderful free gift. I 
hope he is showered 
with undeserved loving-
kindness, just as I was 
and am every day.

I thank God that Je-
sus Christ was born in 
a manger, died for my 
sins and then was raised 
to life eternal so that I 
might be able to follow 
and live eternally with 
Him.

Carla Harrold

Big Spring

To the Editor:
I don’t like what Alan 

Conroy did, but I put 
my life on the line in 
Korea and Vietnam for 
the freedom that made 
it possible for him to do 
what he did.

All he had to do was 
ignore the music at the 
post office, as all the 
Salvation Army is try-
ing to do is help people 
who are less fortunate 
to have food and make 
the children happy in 
this holiday season.

It takes a pretty small 
person to spoil things 
for others. I, for one, am 
glad I don’t have some-
one like that for a neigh-
bor.

There are things that 
go on I don’t like either, 
but I don’t make a big is-
sue of it.

Mr. Conroy, I hope you 
feel really good about 
yourself now.

Donald Scheiber

Big Spring

To the Editor:
The Salvation Army 

bell ringers are a part 
of Christmas in our 
community, as are the 
Christmas carols that 
are played in our places 
of business at this time 
of year.

Christmas is when 
we, as Christians world-
wide, celebrate the birth 
of our Savior of the 
world, Jesus Christ.

I have resided in this 
community for more 
than 50 years and not 
once have I ever heard 
a Salvaton Army bell 
ringer heckle or har-
rass anyone for money. 
They may say “Hello,” 
“Merry Christmas” and 
“Thank you,” and may-
be “God bless you.” If 
they say anything other 
than that, they probably 
have been heckled by 
a non-Christian passer 
by.

I personally miss the 
bell ringer at the post 
office. I enjoyed the 
Christmas music that 
was played last year and 
thanked the bell ringer. 
The Salvation Army 
does much good for our 
community and people 
in need.

I encourage others to 
stand in support of free-
dom of speech and free-
dom of religion.

The bell ringers have 
been in the post office 
for years and there have 
been no problems. They 
should not be made to 
be outside in the cold 
weather which hinders 
the funding needed to 
help people.

Let’s not allow one 
complainer to strip an-
other thread of freedom 
away from our commu-
nity at our local post of-
fice.

Could it be that the 
ACLU has raised its 
ugly head again?

Wanda Archer

Big Spring

To the Editor:
Monday evening’s ar-

ticle on the banning of 
the Salvation Army ket-
tle in the post office was 
very disturbing to me. 
At first I was very an-
gry, but then I realized 
Mr. Conroy does not re-
alize what he is doing.

Christmas is the cel-
ebration of the birth of 
Christ. Christ is God’s 
ultimate gift to us. 
Christ died for our sins, 
so we, though believing 
in him and confessing 
him as our Lord and 
Savior, may have eter-
nal life. As believers we 
are called to share the 
Gospel. We should pray 
for Mr. Conroy that his 
heart be open to receiv-
ing the gift of eternal

See LETTERS, Page 7A
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Cemetery Lots
ONE CEMETERY lot for $1100 
Trinity Memorial Park Garden 
of Sharon. Present Value 
$1840. Call (940)433-3144 or 
email 
vmewlw2@embarqmail.com

Help Wanted

$$$$Immediate Opening$$$$
Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez

Texas State Veterans Home
Currently hiring the following 

positions:
Certified Nurse Aides

All Shifts
PRN- 

Certified Medication Aide
Salary Based On Experience

1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432)268-8387
Fax (432)268-1987 

“Equal Opportunity Employer”
badominguez@

sears-methodist.com

Help Wanted

BOOKKEEPER/ TAX PRE-
PARER needed for local ac-
counting firm. Computer and 
tax experience skills a neces-
sity. Apply in person at 307-C 
West 16th, Big Spring.

Help Wanted
CARING HEARTS Home 
Health will be taking applica-
tions for a Clerical Position. 
Come by 1900 Scurry. 

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Police Officer

(Certified & Non-Certified)
Temporary Plant Operator
Communications Officer

Utility Service Worker
Records Technician
Maintenance Worker

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

COASTAL TRANSPORT
We are now hiring drivers to 
deliver petroleum products in 
and around surrounding areas 
of the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Clean driving record
Please contact our office M-F 
8am/5pm for more information 
1-888-527-7221.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 
7:00p.m. (432)684-5418.

HILLCREST CDC has 
Part-time Child giver position 
available, Mon-Fri. Must have 
high school diploma or GED. 
Hillcrest CDC, 2000 West FM 
700.

HOLIDAY WORK Earn up to 
$150 per day Undercover 
Shoppers Needed to Judge 
Retail & Dining Establishments 
Experience Not Required Call 
Now 1-800-565-8079.

PIZZA INN 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

Help Wanted
GILBERT SCHROEDER Sod 
Sales Inc., located in House 
Springs Missouri has twenty 
five openings for TEMPORARY 
SEASONAL sod farm labor. 
Work beginning on 03-01-10 
through 12-15-10. Cuts, har-
vest, digs, rakes, waters, 
plants, stacks, lay and rolls 
sod. All tools needed to per-
form the job are provided at not 
cost to the worker. Extensive 
bending, stooping and stretch-
ing, the ability to lift 30-50 lbs. 
on a regular basis. Must have 
the ability to work out doors in 
hot weather. Free housing 
available to workers not rea-
sonably able to return to their 
residence the same day. If 
housing is furnished to a 
worker, transportation and sub-
sistence reimbursement avail-
able once 50% of the contract 
period has been reached be-
ginning with the worker’s first 
day of employment. Guarantee 
of employment for 75% of the 
workdays in the work contract 
period. The wage rate is 
$10.77 per hour. To apply for 
this job contact you’re nearest 
State work force agency using 
job listing number 9147451. 
NO phone calls please.

NURSING OPPORTUNITIES
LVNs- Day Positions

$2,497 per month 
LVNs- Evening & 
Night Positions

$2,746 per month
RNs- Day Position

Earn up to $4,705 per month 
RNs- Evening & 
Night Positions

Earn up to $5,377 per month
An additional bonus program is 

offered to all RNs.
Our benefit package includes:

Paid Vacation, Sick Leave, 
Holidays, Insurance, 

Retirement and
RN Bonus Program,

Nursing Educational Stipends.
Contact our Job Center

432-268-7341 or 432-268-7298 
Or 

Complete an 
application online at

https://
accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87
Big Spring, TX 79720

Items for Sale
$565 NEW 5pc Micro Fiber Liv-
ing Room set with tables has 
warranty. 432-664-8980.
……………………………………
Full Size Pillow Top Mattress 
Set with warranty, New $145. 
432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818, 512-913-8297 
or 325-650-4544.

FRESH SHELLED Pecans, will 
deliver in Town  twice weekly. 
Mon. thru Thursday. Call 
432-267-1180 or 816-4644.

NEW LEATHER Sofa with Cof-
fee Table has Factory war-
ranty. $495. 432-664-8980.
……………………………………
All Wood Cherry Sleigh Bed 
with Mattress set. $450 new 
with warranty. 432-664-8980.

WROUGHT IRON Bed with 
rails and Queen Mattress set 
ALL NEW $325. 432-664-8980
……………………………………
Queen Pillow Top Mattress Set 
with Frame both New. $225. 
432-664-8980.

Lost and Found
REWARD: Lost Emerald and 
Diamond Ring. Lost Wed. 
11/25/09. Please call 
(432)267-6087.

Miscellaneous
2009 KAWASAKI Mule 600 for 
sale. Low hours. Great condi-
tion. Asking $4,800 OBO. Call 
(432)935-0358.

MICRO FIBER sofa, recliner, & 
coffee table.  Although BRAND 
NEW I must sell asap.   Solid 
wood frame made in the USA. 
Mfg. Warr.  $500. 
806-549-3110..........................    
Children’s bedroom -includes 
headboard and bed frame, 
double dresser, portrait mirror, 
and nightstand.  Still in factory 
crates.  $380. 
806-549-3110..........................

Miscellaneous
PUB DINING height table and 
chairs, (taller set), never used, 
great for family gatherings.  List 
$1195, sell $350. 
806-438-0081..........................
King size or California king pil-
low top mattress and founda-
tion.   BRAND NEW!!! with 
original tags.  $260. 
806-549-3110...........................

On the Farm
HAY FOR Sale. Red Top 
Cane. Call (432)270-5882, 
270-5872 or 353-4242.

Pets
CHRISTMAS GIFT BORDER 
COLLIE PUPPIES. Mom 
red/white and training smart. 
Father black/white from work-
ing bloodline. Several blue 
eyed. Reserve yours today. 
$100-$150. Call (432)466-1532 
(432)466-1512.

FREE PUPPY about 1 year 
old, he is very playful and lov-
ing. Call if you want him cell 
(432)352-1993 or home 
(432)517-4175.

FREE to good home- 6 wk old- 
1/2 Chihuahua & 1/2 Terrier 
(male & female). Will be small 
dogs. Call (432)816-2760.

GREAT CHRISTMAS Gift----- 
2 Free puppies (Chihuahua 
mixed). Call (432)935-0772.

REGISTERED BLUE Heeler 
pups, 8 wks, first shots, dew 
claws removed & tails docked. 
Only 2 males left. $150.00 
each. Call (432)352-0171.

Real Estate for Rent
$200/MO! 4 bed, 2 bath Fore-
closure! Or $18,000! Won’t 
Last! 5% down, 15 yrs. @ 8%!
For listings 800-579-7991 ext 
T790.

1101 DOUGLAS. All electric, 
water paid. Refrigerator, stove, 
washer/dryer, Central Heat/Air. 
Great View. $600. month, 
$600. deposit. References. No 
pets, prefer non-smoking. Call 
(432)213-2319.

1102 SYCAMORE. 1 Bdrm, 1 
bath. No pets. Call 
(432)517-0640 or 517-0025

1104 EAST 11th Place (Rear) 
1 Bedroom, upstaris. Stove & 
refrigerater furnished. $400 
month, $350 deposit. Call Jose 
(469)878-4967.

1504 B Wood. 2 bdrm,  1 bath 
Duplex. All bills paid.  $600.00 
month, $500.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)212-3646.

2606 CHANUTE Drive, 3 bdrm, 
1-1/2 bath, fenced yard, CH/A. 
$785. month, $500. deposit. 
One Year Lease Required. No 
indoor pets.  Call 
(432)770-5656 Owner/ Broker.

3702 HAMILTON or 3621 Con-
naly- 3 Bedroom, CH/A, fenced 
yard, tile floors, carpeted bed-
rooms, No pets, No HUD. 
$700.00 month, $400.00 de-
posit. Call (432)816-1464.

All BILLS PAID
2 Bdrm, 1 bath 

Apartment 
with Cable 

$699/month
Call (432)263-1252

Boat General Manager 

We are seeking a first class 
associate to join our team in the 

Midland area.  If you have 
experience in a boat, auto, 

motorcycle or RV dealership, and the 
prospect of working with one of the 

nation’s most dynamic boat 
organizations appeals to you we

invite you to apply for this 
outstanding opportunity to manage 

our Midland, TX location. 

We offer a highly competitive 
compensation plan, along with 

complete benefits including medical, 
dental and 401(k).  Please apply

online, fax or email your resume to: 
Bass Pro Shops

Attn: HR Retail Midland 
www.basspro.com/jobs   
Fax (417) 865-9812 

 Email: jobs@basspro.com 
EOE/Drug Free Workplace

Drivers:
Dedicated Run w/Consistent 

Freight. Top Pay, Weekly 
Home-time & More!

Werner Enterprises
888-567-3108 17

55
41

Taco Villa can offer you a CAREER with excellent compensation and 
benefits where GROWTH and ADVANCEMENT are based on your 
ability and desire to work hard.  We are looking for self-motivated 

MANAGEMENT APPLICANTS who would like to work in the
Big Spring area.

Drug Screening Required EOE

Build Your Future
in Big Spring

Build Your Future
in Big Spring

Build Your Future
in Big Spring

Build Your Future
in Big Spring
HOURLY AND MANAGEMENT

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Hourly

Big Spring Taco Villa Location

Management
Fax Resume to: Susan Belmore

THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY  
MARKETPLACE 

America’s Nationwide Classified Market With Over 10 Million Readers

For advertising rates and 
information on

National Classified Advertising visit: 

www.cnhi-can.com

Or Call:

Mark Weingarten
1-800-821-8139 

ext 210
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The American Community Classified Network
(“AC-CAN”) accepts no liability or responsibility
for failure to insert an advertisement. The AC-
CAN accepts no liability for any error in an
advertisement, regardless of course, except for
the cost of the space actually occupied by the
error. The AC-CAN reserves the right to reject,
at its discretion, any advertisement deemed
objectionable by The AC-CAN in subject matter,
phraseology or composition, or to classify any
advertisements.

MISCELLANEOUS DDIIRREECCTTVV
FFRREEEE MMOOVVIIEESS
33 MMOONNTTHHSS!!

Ask How!
NO Equipment to Buy!

NO Start Costs!

Free HD/DVR Upgrade!
Other Packages Start at
Just $29.99/mo!
For More Details
Call DirectStarTV

880000--997733--99004444
CCAALLLL TTOODDAAYY!!

DDIIRREECCTTVV
$26 off/month!

150+Channels & Premium
Movie Channels for 

ONLY $29.99/month!
FREE SHOWTIME
for 3 months.
New customers only. 

1-888-436-0083
CALL NOW!

BBEE YYOOUURR
OOWWNN BBOOSSSS!!
Potential to make between
$2,000-$4,000 per week,
owning your own business.

Small Investment for
HUGE RETURNS!
Call NOW for Details

1-800-507-7222
Must use Code# CL30685

**********************FFRREEEE
FFoorreecclloossuurree
LLiissttiinnggss!!
**********************More Than 400,000 
properties Nationwide!! 
LOW Down Payment
CCAALLLL TTOODDAAYY!!
880000--881177--66227722

MISCELLANEOUS

ELECTRONICS
DISH Network
**SPECIALS!**
TTTTuuuurrrrbbbbooooHHHHDDDD

The ONLY 100% HD
Package from DISH!
ORDER TODAY!
FREE Equipment!

CALL NOW!
1-888-383-3845
Promo Code: SP31694

QQuuiicckk LLooww CCoosstt
DDiivvoorrccee $$113399..0000
Complete uncontested
divorce, covers children,
custody, property, debts.
Guaranteed Filing.

Unlimited Support!
886666--337766--99441155
FREE CONSULTATION!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

REAL ESTATE
 Now Hiring Personal Attendants for in-home 

patient care in Big Spring area. Must be trustworthy 
and dependable. Background checks will be 

conducted. Inquiries may be directed to:

Medical Arts Hospital Home Care
 2200 N. Bryan Ave.
Lamesa, Texas 79331

806-872-7747 208895

1713 YALE 
Sunday 2:00-4:00

Hosted by: Donna Love

Spacious 3 bedroom 2 bath home near the college. With new cabinets in the kitchen and new carpet, 
this house is ready for you to spend the holidays in your new home.

Please come by and say hello to Donna and sign up for  free Visa gift card to be given away!

21
00

72

BUY•SELL•TRADE
In theBig Spring Herald Classifieds

263-7331

FILLED
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Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan® lines w/ 2-yr. Agmts).
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee ($350 for advanced devices) & other charges. Device 
capabilities: Add’l charges & conditions apply. Offers & coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere. Shipping charges may apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 weeks & expires in 12 
months. All company names, trademarks, logos and copyrights not the property of Verizon Wireless are the property of their respective owners. DROID is a trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. and its related 
companies. Used under license. Google, Google Search, Google Maps™ and Android Market are trademarks of Google, Inc.© 2009 Verizon Wireless. FDSS

Call 1.888.640.8776       Click verizonwireless.com/holiday     Visit any Communications Store

The Best Destination For Holiday Gifts.

Give America’s Largest and Most Reliable 3G Network.

•  Android™ OS for access to Google 
Search™ and Google Maps™ with 
Google™ Mobile Services

•  Connect in more places with  
Wi-Fi capability

•  Shop for thousands of the coolest 
apps in the Android Market™

•  Filter your inbox and stay connected 
securely with your office via HTC Sync

•  Brilliant 3.2" touch screen and  
hi-res 5.0 MP camera

$199.99 2-yr. price – $100 mail-in rebate debit card. Add’l phone: $100 
2-yr. price – $100 mail-in rebate debit card. Requires a new 2-yr. activation 
on a voice plan with email feature per smartphone. While supplies last.

$9999BUY ONE
GET ONE FREE!

Verizon Wireless 3G Exclusive

 BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE!
FRIDAY THRU  
MONDAY ONLY.

NEW! 

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES 
Open 7 days a week. Technicians available at select locations.

AUTHORIZED RETAILERS Equipment 
prices, models, rebates and return policy vary 
by location. Authorized Retailers may impose 
additional equipment related charges, including 
cancellation fees.

ABILENE 4149 SW Dr. 325-437-0800
MIDLAND 4511 N Midkiff 432-522-2032 
 5323 W Loop 250 432-520-3535 

BIG SPRING 
Russell Cellular 432-264-1578 

BUSINESS CUSTOMERS 
1-800-899-4249

Spanky’s 
Coffee House, Inc.

511 N. W. 11th
Big Spring, TX
(432) 935-6767Relocated

Take a Paws and come by
Spanky’s for a great

cup of coffee!!

*Monday’s Lunch Special
Tomatillo Chicken
Enchilada Plate

210064

Now
Drive Thru

LETTERS
Continued from Page 6A

life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

The Salvation Army 
provides not only for 
our community, but for 
people all over the na-
tion. The spare change 
we drop in those kettles 
provides food and cloth-
ing to the less fortunate. 
They provide toys this 
time of year to children 
whose parents can’t pro-
vide them.

My store is fortunate 
to have an Angel Tree. 
It is very humbling to 
look at the wants and 
needs of the children 
and elderly angels hang-
ing on these trees. Many 
of the things we take for 
granted are the Christ-
mas gifts they desire.

I encourage people to 
take the time to stop by 
one of these trees and 
select and angel. My 
wife and I started se-
lecting angels with our 
children last year and 
the experience was very 
rewarding.

This Christmas sea-
son finds many in need. 
This past year has been 
a rough year for our na-
tion. Many people find 
themselves unemployed 
with very few jobs out 
there. I manage a busi-
ness and we are visited 
daily with people look-
ing for work. Some of the 
applications list layoffs 
from jobs where people 
had been employed for 
10, 15 and 20 years.

I would like to extend 
a thank you to the Sal-
vation army for provid-
ing what it does. I also 
think this Christmas we 
should remember the 
real reason for Christ-
mas. Nothing can top 
God’s gift to us!

Merry Christmas to 
all and may God bless 
you and yours.

Loyd F. Mashburn

Big Spring

To the Editor:
I was outraged by the 

article in the Dec. 1 edi-
tion concerning the Sal-
vation Army kettle at 
the post office.

I go to the post office 
every day, and every 
day the lady mentioned 
in the article greeted me 
with a “Good morning” 
and offered a “Have a 
nice day” as I left. I can-
not imagine her “heck-
ling” anyone, especially 
children.

According to Mr. Con-
roy’s quote, it sounds 
as if she was address-
ing him. And one might 
ask, who started harass-
ing whom?

As far as returning 
Monday to find an even 
more offensive set up, 
the CD player was pres-
ent every day. And it 
played a variety of mu-
sic, some not Christmas 
related at all.

Concerning the quote 

“Christian-based Christ-
mas music,” am I the 
only one that sees that 
as ludicrous? What does 
Mr. Conroy think we cel-
ebrate on Dec. 25? I am 
sure he has a “Christ-
mas” tree at his house 
every year, as well as 
“Christmas” presents 
under it. And I am sure 
he is offended when he 
has to take off work on 
Dec. 25 for “Christmas.” 
Maybe he will try to do 
away with the holiday 
altogether, so as not 
to offend anyone. Of 
course, doing so would 
offend Christians.

Every day in my 
morning prayers one 
of the things I ask God 
for is tolerance. And I 
believe He grants me 
this. He keeps me from 
confronting people who 
offend me. However, I 
could not keep quiet on 
this one.

If people are so of-
fended by Christianity, 
they should take a stand 
by not buying gifts or 
decorating their homes 
at Christmas time. They 
shouldn’t decorate Eas-
ter eggs or cook that big 
Easter dinner. But they 
do not have the right to 
keep others from their 
beliefs.

The Salvation Army is 
a great Christian-based 
organization that does 
great work. I hope Mr. 
Conroy’s family is nev-
er unfortunate enough 
to have a fire destroy 
their home or some oth-
er catastrophe. But you 
can bet Christians such 
as the Salvation Army 
and area churches will 
be there to lend a hand 
if that should occur.

Shame on you, Mr. 
Conroy.

Wanda Mundell

Big Spring

To the Editor:
Being as I am also a 

citizen of Big Spring, I 
would like to put a word 
in about Mrs. Albert, 
the bell ringer at the 
post office.

I do not know what 
happened between Mrs. 
Albert and Alan Con-
roy, but I do not believe 
it is all her fault. I have 
known her for several 
years and I have never 
known her to heckle 
anyone and I have never 
heard her ask anybody 
for a penny.

This is a fine Chris-
tian lady and very dedi-
cated in what she does. 
True, she plays her mu-
sic. It is not all religious 
and some are Christmas 
carols, but I’m sure any-
body who does not be-
lieve in Christ does not 
celebrate Christmas ei-
ther.

I have been in places 
they play western mu-
sic. Some places play 
rap music and some 
play hard rock, but I 
have learned pretty 
much to tune out what I 
don’t want to hear.

I can say one thing 

about her music, I have 
heard her sing along 
with the songs and she 
has a beautiful voice. 
And being in the post 
office every day, I have 
never heard one com-
plaint about her or her 
music.

I do not believe Alan 
Conroy at all, but I do 
know one thing for cer-
tain, Mrs. Albert is a 
Christian. You can tell 
by her actions.

She will be missed at 
the post office not only 
by me, but a lot of Big 
Spring people. There 
are people that respect 
her a lot. She is within 
her constitutional right 
to express herself and to 
people. Also, her music 
was never loud.

As for Mr. Conroy, he 
will be prayed for. God’s 
will will be done in the 
end.

Kenneth C. Carson

Big Spring

To the Editor:

My heart goes out to 
Deloris Albert, donat-
ing her time to make 
live a little more pleas-
ant for those who need 
help during these very 
difficult times. Also, 
Andy Lopez, our post-
master, who though no 
fault of his own, wound 
up in the middle of a 
rediculous situation. 
All he did was try to be 
kind and considerate to 
a lady on a mission.

I can’t help compar-
ing those who love their 
neighbor and express 
their consideration 
of others vs. Mr. Bah! 
Humbug Alan Conroy 
and his poor victimized 
children. Howe can a 
parent go out of the way 
to teach their children 
to be mean and Godless 
and cruel?

OK, so we all know 
how the law reads about 
government buildings, 
and I am not promot-
ing breaking laws, but 
Big Spring residents are 
all heart when it comes 

to helping people tem-
porarily “down,” and 
lovingly look the other 
way. Then people like 
Mr. Conroy come along, 
completely consumed 
with “me, me, me syn-
drome.”

In my opinion, the 
cause of situations like 
this is that for some rea-
son, which I can’t com-
prehend, our country 
allows the minority to 
rule the majority on ev-
erything.

I do have a question, 
though. Why do people 

live in a country that 
was created as a Chris-
tian nation and then de-
clare that they are “of-
fended” over anything 
that depicts Christian-
ity? What, pray tell, do 
they expect?

Margie Myers

Big Spring

To the Editor:
It seems so stupid 

or ridiculous that Mr. 
Conroy felt the need to 

See LETTERS, Page 8A

Letter policies
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

AC & HEATING

Johnson Heating Conditioning
Air & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heating Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating Units 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

DIRT WORK

Jim & Wil
Hoggard

20
04

11

J & W Sand,
Gravel and Dozer Service

432-213-5342
Experienced / References

Good Rates
Free Estimates!!!

Residential Work

200411 J & W sand.indd   1 7/16/09   8:15:10 AM

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331

 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
Lawn Service

Mowing • Edging
Weed Eating 

 Light Hauling

16
93

8

CALL

432-268-3065

16938 H&L LAWN.indd   1 3/13/09   9:19:40 AM

 LAWN SERVICE

20
13

32

Fall Cleanup • Hauling
Tilling • Tree Trimming

• Clean Out Storage Buildings
• Odd Jobs

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

DOG GROOMING

Let us pamper your 
Pet!

301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Tues. Thru Sat.
HOURS:

7:00 am - 6:00 pm

GROOMERS:
Ester Rangel

and
Ana Rangel Baeza

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
Speedy

Construction
We Do It All!
Residential & Commercial

Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures, Plumbing, Electrical

AC, Roofs, New Additions
Fire Restoration And Chimney Sweep

Phone: 432-816-3832
Cell: 432-816-3832

24
Hr.

Sr.
Disc.

HOUSE LEVELING

AMERITEX
House Leveling

Pier & Beam, Brick & Slabs, Concrete Repair
Mold  Fungus Removal, Pressure Washing

Senior Citizens Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

325-716-9166
BIG SPRING                                                                  MIDLAND 20

08
13

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

20
09

39

Ron's Construction
Bath, Kitchen, Home Remodeling, 
Painting, Repairs, Tile, Drywall, 
Cabinets,  Countertops,  Storage 

Buildings, Patios. 

(432) 213-7686
Free Estimates

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds



FORT STOCKTON

Family, friends 
seeking answers in 
Canadian’s death

The investigation into 
the death of a wheel-
chair-bound Canadian 
man shot by a Pecos 
County deputy Nov. 20 
is continuing, according 
to a spokeswoman for 
the Texas Department of 
Public Safety in Austin.

Tela Mange said 
Monday the inquiry 
by the Texas Rangers 
into the death of 
Thomas Andrew Reid, 
37, of Fredericton, New 
Brunswick, during an 
altercation with two 
Pecos County deputies 
could take as long as 
three months.

Rep. Rodriguez 
calls health care 
‘values’ issue

Ultimately, says U.S. 
Rep. Ciro Rodriguez 
(D-Texas), it’s about our 
values.

Throwing aside all the 
financial figures being 
thrown around, all the 
bill numbers, all the 
competing claims and 
counterclaims about 
what’s in or not in a 
particular version of a 
particular health-care 

reform bill, it’s about 
who we are, Rodriguez 
said.

“I think this is impor-
tant,” Rodriguez said 
during a Congress on 
Your Corner Nov. 24 
at the Pecos County 
Courthouse.

For more information 
on either of these stories, 
please go to the Fort 
Stockton Pioneer Web 
site:www.fortstockton-
prioneer.com.

ALPINE

Spirit of Christmas 
alive, well 
in Big Bend

If you’re a kid in need 
in Brewster County, you 
will receive a Christmas 
present thanks to orga-
nizations like the Brown 
and Blue Santas.

Maybe it’s a sign of 
the times, but that’s not 
necessarily the case in 
at least one of the state’s 
bigger cities.

Some Houston chari-
ties are asking whether 
people are in the coun-
try legally before giving 
them and/or their chil-
dren toys. 

And some programs 
require at least one 
member of the house-
hold to be a U.S. citizen.

Others ask for proof of 
income.

Straus to address 
Sul Ross graduates

Texas House Speaker 
Joe Straus will deliver 
the fall commencement 
address Dec. 12 at Sul 
Ross State University.

Commencement exer-
cises will be at 10 a.m. 
in the Pete P. Gallego 
Center on the Alpine 
campus, and at 7:30 p.m. 
at Uvalde High School 
for Rio Grande College 
graduates.

For more informa-
tion on either of these 

stories, please go to the 
Alpine Avalanche Web 
site:http://www.alpine-
avalanche.com.

 
MIDLAND

Council to settle 
disputes at 
Tuesday’s meeting

Compromises have 
been reached on some 
parts of the proposed oil 
and gas drilling ordi-
nance that oilmen and 
homebuilders had dis-
agreed on, but other key 
features will go to an 
up or down City Council 
vote on Tuesday.

Leaders of the 
Permian Basin 
Petroleum Association 
and Permian Basin 
H o m e b u i l d e r s 
Association held a 
series of intense negoti-
ating sessions after the 
Council passed the ordi-
nance on first reading 
on Nov. 10.

 

MC-Sul Ross 
science partnership 
expanding

Sul Ross State 
University is now offer-
ing more math and 
science-related courses 
— and gaining more 
students — through its 
agreement with Midland 
College.

Although students get 
their four-year degrees 
from the Alpine cam-
pus, they can do it all 
from MC through dis-
tance education. 

Courses are mainly 
taught by Sul Ross facul-
ty, but Midland College 
professors also instruct 
and are familiar enough 
with the program to 
help students, officials 
said of the program.

For more information 
on either of these stories, 
please go to the Midland 
Reporter-Telegram Web 
site:http://www.mywest-
texas.com

Local/Opinion8A Big Spring Herald
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Ford Year End Sales Event
2009 F150 And Superduty Closeout
2009 Ford F150 Supercab STX 2009 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT

2009 Ford F350 Crew Cab Lariat
Powerstroke Diesel

2009 Ford F350 Crew Cab Lariat
Powerstroke Diesel

2009 Ford F250 Crew Cab 
Lariat Powerstroke Diesel 4X4

2009 Ford F250 Crew Cab 
Lariat Powerstroke Diesel 4X4

Bright Red, 4.6 V-8, STX Decor Pkg.
Stk# 2108

MSRP $29,600
Customer Cashback & Dealer Discount

$7,360

SALE PRICE

$22,240*

Blue Flame/Gold Accent, 4.6 V-8, Chrome 
Pkg., Texas/Oklahoma Pkg., 

Dual Headrest DVD
Stk# 2175

MSRP $37,760
Customer Cashback / Dealer Discount

$9,683
SALE PRICE

$28,076*

Pueblo Gold, Ebony Leather, 6.4 Diesel, 
Chrome Pkg., Lariat, Plus Pkg. Tailgate Step.

Stk# 2263
MSRP $51,205

Customer Cashback / Dealer Discount
$10,000

SALE PRICE
$41,205*

Oxford White, Ebony Leather, 6.4 Diesel, 
Chrome Pkg., Lariat Plus Pkg., Tailgate Step. 

Stk# 2262
MSRP $51,205

Customer Cashback / Dealer Discount
$10,000

SALE PRICE
$41,205*

Royal Red/Gold Accent, Camel Leather, 6.4
Diesel, Chrome Pkg., Bedliner, 

Lariat Plus Pkg.
Stk# 2231

MSRP $53,965
Customer Cashback / Dealer Discount

$10,000
SALE PRICE

$43,965*

Pueblo Gold, Camel Leather, 6.4 Diesel, 
Chrome Pkg., Bedliner, Lariat Plus Pkg.

Stk# 2232
MSRP $53,495

Customer Cashback / Dealer Discount
$10,000

SALE PRICE
$43,495*

BOB BROCK FORD
Lincoln   Mercury    Nissan

500 W. 4th St.                                                                                   267-7424

210086

*Must Finance Through Ford Motor Credit

Are now available, just in time for the Holidays!!!
Brought to you by the

Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce

WHAT ARE “CHAMBER BUCKS”??
They are just like a gift card only you will have a choice of

11 businesses where you can redeem them:
Blissful • Blum’s Jewelers • Elrod’s Furniture

Harley Davidson Shop • Harris Lumber & Hardware
Heritage Museum • Higginbotham Bartlett Building Center

Johansen’s Landscape & Nursery • Maribel’s Handbags & Gifts
Rob’s Hog Heaven BBQ • Suggs Hallmark

They make great stocking stuffers, gifts for that hard to shop for
co-worker or teenagers, great for bunko groups; bridge groups;

clubs and organizations, teachers, the list is endless.

“Chamber Bucks” can be brought in $5.00 increments.
Anyone can buy “Chamber Bucks”.

Buy $50 or more and you get a choice of an
HEB or Wal-MART gift card.

Try Big Spring this year for your holiday purchases.
Let’s try to keep our money locally.

Purchase your “Chamber Bucks at the
Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce Office, 215 W. 3rd

For more information call 263-7641 210031

LETTERS
Continued from Page 7A

prove to his children and others that he could get 
that old lady booted out of the post office lobby.

I think it’s really unfair because this year, like 
last year, she truly has done nothing wrong. She 
stood in the post office collecting donations to help 
others in need.

The soft sweet sounds of the Christian music play-
ing on her CD player only stood to remind one of 
why we celebrate Christmas anyway.

Now, because of Mr. Conroy, she will have to 
stand out in the cold.

Lana F. Anguiano

Big Spring

To the Editor:
I have been trying to understand the stance of pro-

choice advocates and I am wondering ... Do babies 
cry and scream as they are being killed?

Orand Carroll

Big Spring

To the Editor:
The rationing of health care for the elderly is al-

ready taking place. I am an 80-year-old veteran and 
I recently heard that the VA Hospital was giving 
out swine flu shots.

I went and registered to get the shot and was in-
formed that the shot was given to certain groups of 
people. The No. 1 priority was pregnant women and 
children, which I agree with wholeheartedly.

The nurse then informed me that the second pri-
ority was for men that are less than 65 years of age 
and have congestive heart failure. I told her that I 
have congestive heart failure and have an implant-
ed pacemaker and defibrulator.

She asked me what my age was, and when I told 
her, she said I was too old to get the shot. I was told 
to check later and if they were able to get any ex-
tras, I might be able to get one.

I just want everyone to be warned that when the 
health care plan is passed, anyone over the age of 65 
will be left out.

I beg you to call our senators and congressman 
and urge them to vote against this legislative bill or 
they will be sent home by the voters.

Roland Beal

Big Spring

www.bigspringherald.com Area roundup
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JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

REALTY ROOFING

RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

TREE TRIMMING

20
55

79

TREE
TRIMMING
432-213-0031
Free Estimates

top notch
landscaping

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416
Christie Larson
432.213.4647
Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211
Janet Higgins

432.213.5454
Pat Rutledge

432.270.7706
Pat Hardison

432.270.8277

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

HENRY BACKES

$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

SEWING

20
21

83

Kids Can Sew
Uniquely Yours

Custom Embroidery And Sewing

Bobbi King
(432) 267-1296

Girls and
Boy's

(Ages 6 and Up)
Licensed

Kids Can Sew
Instructor

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing
Patch Jobs/Whole Roof

Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call Monday-Friday

(432) 935-1835
Call Saturday & Sunday

(432) 816-1855 16
97

61

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

Real Estate for Rent
BUILDING FOR Rent @ 2908 
North Birdwell Lane. Needs 
some work. $250. per month 
as is, $250. deposit and 1 year 
lease. Please  contact Lucy @ 
(432)263-5000 for more info.

BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 Bed-
room  Homes.  Pool, 24 hour 
maintenance, Central Heat and 
Air, stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, furnished. Washer/ 
dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 

1, 2 & 3 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking

No application fees
No credit checks
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

ROOM FOR Rent- Ideal for 
temporary refinery and Wind 
machine workers. Why pay mo-
tel room rates? When you can 
rent for less than $20 per day. 
Call (432)599-4780.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Free Application Fee

!!! $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

Real Estate for Sale
AFFORDABLE 3 bedroom, 2 
bath. Corner lot, carport, cov-
ered patio, privacy fence, dog 
kennel, CH/A, Located at 1500 
Nolan. $50,000.00. Call to see 
432-263-4971.

Real Estate for Sale
BY OWNER 2500 Carleton 
Drive, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, CH/A. 
New carpet & paint. $79,000.. 
Call 432-263-6997.

FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
2528  and  2530 Fairchild, 
2,500 square feet duplex. 
$499.00 down, $776.75 per 
month. Call (432)270-8920 or 
Home Realtors.

FOR SALE- 3/1- 1303 College 
New Carpet, Easy Terms. 
Owner will Finance for as Low 
as $3434. Call (325)277-4923.

FOR SALE: 1104 Lloyd Ave. 
2/1, 2 carports, storm shelter, 
small apt. in back. $35,000.00. 
No owner finance. By appoint-
ment call (432)816-4485.
HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com
FOR SALE: 1303 College, 
1104 Pickens, 603  Circle, 
1307 Mt. Vernon, 1401 Settles, 
1510 Oriole & 1411 Sycamore. 
Call Lana at TruStar RE 
(432)264-8166.

NEWLY RENOVATED 4004 
Parkway, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call 
for info. 432-212-3646.

NICE ESTABLISHED neigh-
borhood- 1312 Sycamore, 3/2, 
fenced backyard w/garage. 
Nicely Landscaped. 
$59,500.00. Owner Financing 
or Cash.  Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

Real Estate for Sale
OWNER FINANCE, $2,950.00 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
agent 432-270-8920 or Home 
Realtors.

OWNER FINANCE- 3 Bdrm, 1 
bath. 1307 Mt. Vernon. As Low 
as $343. with easy terms. Call 
(325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE- 3/1 with 
wood Floors on 1104 Pickens. 
Easy Terms. Payment as low 
as $343. Call (325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE- 1300 
Wright 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Easy Terms. $206.00 Monthly. 
Call 325-277-4923.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

West Texas Centers for MHMR
MR Licensed Vocational Nurse: Provides nursing for clients and training
for clients, families, and staff. Licensed as an LVN by the State of Texas/
Salary $14.71 ($30,588 annually). Benefits.
MR Part time Direct Care Staff: Responsible for training clients in work and 
social related skills. Must be proficient in reading and writing. High School 
Diploma or GED preferred but not required. Salary $8.20hr. hours vary.

MR Vocational Service Tech: Provides instruction and directs the trainee in 
the accomplishment of a specific job. Must be proficient in reading and writ-
ing. High School Diploma or GED preferred but not required. Hours vary. 
Salary $8.20-8.75 hr ($17,052.00-18,192.00 annually). Benefits.

MH Mobile Crisis Outreach Worker: This position will respond to the crisis 
hotline and provide face to face care for in-crisis mental health consumers. 
Requires Bachelor's degree in Social Work field or Bachelor's degree with a 
minimum of 24 hours in psychology, sociology or other human service hours. 
Personal vehicle required - mileage reimbursement. Hours are Mon.-Fri. 
Salary $14.71-$15.72 hr. ($30,588-$32,700.00 annually) plus benefits.

Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or by 
calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE

208902

PUBLIC AUCTION
DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED
ADOBE OILFIELD SERVICES

INSPECTION: PRIOR TO SALE BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M.

BANK FORECLOSURE — NO MIMIMUN — NO RESERVE
1993 KRUPP MKM5 160/175 TON ALL TERRAIN CRANE

W/151’ BOOM — 33’-59’ JIP
1962 CORSAIR W32840 WORKOVER RIG ON CRANE 

CARRIER

(5) 2002 FREIGHTLINER FDL 120 TRACTORS
(5) 2007 TROXELL VACUUM TRAILERS

1997 FREIGHTLINER TRACTOR
www.brunsonassociates.com

(972) 288-1048

Terms: $200.00 CASH DEPOSIT, CHECKS WITH BANK LETTER. 10% BP. 
MIKE GASTON AUCTIONEER TX 9210

20
88

99

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

The Leo moon is a
performer who, like all
good performers, wants
to please the audience.
She casts an exaggerated
glow on things,
heightening the contrast
and directing our
attention to the most
interesting part of the
action. The humor seems
funnier; the drama, more
profound. Put on your
“cost-
ume”
and join
in the
pan-
tomime.  

ARIES
(March
21-April
19).
Though
you may
feel you
need a
drastic
change in your life, a
series of small
adjustments will get you
closer to your goals.
Decide on three small
steps you can take to
align with your destiny. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Your environment
should comply with your
wishes. Making this
happen could be as
simple as rethinking the
design of your
workspace. Make sure
the tools you need are
readily available. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). There are a handful
of tasks begging for your
attention, but not all of
them are worthy of it.
Take a moment to

consider which endeavor
you feel the most
enthusiasm for. That’s
the one for you. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Resolve not to take
anything personally —
not criticism or praise.
People will respond to a
circumstance or outcome
that involves you, but it’s
not really about you.
Objectivity will be
constructive.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Welcome and listen to
different points of view.
You don’t have to agree
with them in order to
gain wisdom from them.
You’re on track toward
being a highly evolved
human. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You have a way of
stirring passion in
others. There will be a
point when you’ll want
someone to calm down.
Let him or her go on and
on uninterrupted. Soon
this person will come to a
conclusion you can agree
with.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). World peace begins
with you. You will choose
to be friendly whether or
not it’s your first
instinct. It’s easy for you
to promote goodwill. A
smile and a helping hand
are your best tools. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Saying “yes” to every
interesting offer is not a
good idea right now.
What’s important is that
you establish a clear
direction. Buy time with
a “maybe.” Give some
thought to your
destination, and then
revisit your options.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). Though
inwardly you recognize
that some of the things
you’ve accomplished are
pretty great, when
publicly praised, you will
wisely choose modesty.
You come across as
ingratiating and loveable. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Allowing a
different person into your
circle will spice things
up. It changes the
rhythm. Those you know
well have a fresh and
surprising reaction to the

unfamiliar influence. The
whole scenario will be
strangely heartwarming. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Beware of your
urge to fix broken people!
It is impossible to do so,
as you’ve learned time
and time again. You can,
however, inspire others
to improve by being a
shining example of self-
betterment.   

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You and a partner
agree on many matters.
It’s worth mentioning
and perhaps
enumerating. Once you
start to count the ways in
which you concur, the
small areas of
disagreement you
encounter will seem
minimal. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Dec. 6). The focus is on
you for the next 10
weeks. You learn how to
better cater to your own
particular sensitivities,
likes and dislikes. This
self-knowledge leads you
toward acts of generosity.
Your soul will be full,
and you’ll have more to
give. Your talent for
teaching and public
speaking will be used
frequently in 2010.
Capricorn and Aquarius
people adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 4, 1,
22, 49 and 18.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Sagittarius is
the sign of taking trips,
but the travel is not
always physical in
nature. Sometimes just
listening to another point
of view is enough to
transport a person into
an unfamiliar headspace,
and this is what often
happens to listeners of
the comedy of Sagittarian
Steven Wright. This
Oscar-winning artist has
communication planet
Mercury in expansive
and “trippy” Sagittarius,
as well. 

If you would like to write
to Holiday Mathis, please go
to www.creators.com and
click on “Write the Author”
on the Holiday Mathis page,
or you may send her a
postcard in the mail.

® 2009 CREATORS.COM

Holiday 
Mathis
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NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
(REAL PROPERTY)

BY VIRTUE OF A Writ of Execution 
issued out of the District Court of 
Howard County, State of Texas, in 
a certain cause numbered: #40357 
on a judgment rendered in said 
Court on the 5th day of November 
A.D. 2009, and directed and deliv-
ered to me, as Sheriff of Howard 
County, Texas, I have on the 20th 
day of November 2009 levied upon 
and will offer for sale on the 5th 
day of January A.D. 2010 between 
the hours prescribed by law (at ap-
proximately 10:00 A.M.), at public 
auction to the highest bidder, for 
cash in hand, at 300 Main, Howard 
County, Texas, all the rights, title 
and interest, if any, of on-half inter-
est in property owned by Dustie 
Nalley and to the following real 
property, to wit:
The above property is levied on 
one-half undivided interest in the 
following real property of Dustie 
Nalley.
Lot Not 3, Block No. 5, Suburban 
Heights Addition to the City of Big 
Spring, Howard County, Texas, ac-
cording to the map or plat thereof 
of record in Plat 98/A, Plat Re-
cords, in the Office of the County 
Clerk in and for Howard County, 
Texas.
FOR THE PRINCIPAL, INTEREST 
AND ALL COSTS ACCRUING BY 
VIRTURE OF SAID SUIT THE TO-
TAL SUM OF $11578.66 DOL-
LARS.
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND on this 
20th day of November A.D. 2009.

Stan Parker
Sheriff
Howard County, Texas
By Dean Restelli, Civil Deputy
(432)264-2231

#6345 November 29, 2009  and 
December 6, 13 & 20, 2009

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
OPEN HOUSE MEETINGS

FOR WIND ENERGY 
TRANSMISSION TEXAS, LLC 
345 kV TRANSMISSION LINE 

PROJECTS
MIDLAND CENTER & 
CENTENNIAL PLAZA

105 NORTH MAIN
MIDLAND, TEXAS 79701

DECEMBER 7, 2009
ANYTIME BETWEEN 

5:30 – 8:00 PM
THE COLISEUM

900 EAST
COLISEUM DRIVE

SNYDER, TEXAS 79549
DECEMBER 8, 2009
ANYTIME BETWEEN

5:30 – 8:00 PM
DORA ROBERTS 

COMMUNITY CENTER
100 WHIPKEY DRIVE

BIG SPRING, TEXAS 79720
DECEMBER 9, 2009
ANYTIME BETWEEN 

5:30 – 8:00 PM
Wind Energy Transmission 

Texas, LLC (WETT) is proposing to 
construct three new 345 kilovolt 
(kV) electric transmission line pro-
jects, as part of the Competitive 
Renewable Energy Zones (CREZ) 
Program directed by the Public Util-
ity Commission of Texas (PUC) to 
increase the transmission capacity 
necessary to deliver renewable en-
ergy. These projects consist of:

Scurry County South to Long 
Draw 345 kV Transmission Line
is approximately 45 miles of a dou-
ble-circuit transmission line located 
in Scurry, Mitchell, Howard, and 
Borden counties.  It will connect the 
Oncor Scurry County South 
Switching Station in Scurry County 
to the WETT Long Draw Switching 
Station in Borden County.

Long Draw to Grelton 345 kV 
Transmission Line is approxi-
mately 40 miles of a single-circuit, 
double-circuit-capable transmission 
line located in Borden, Howard, 
Dawson, and Martin counties.  It 
will connect the WETT Long Draw 
Switching Station in Borden County 
to the WETT Grelton Switching 
Station in Martin County.  

Grelton to Odessa 345 kV 
Transmission Line is approxi-
mately 34 miles of a single-circuit, 
double-circuit-capable transmission 
line located in Martin, Midland, and 
Ector counties.  It will connect the 
WETT Grelton Switching Station in 
Martin County to the Oncor Odessa 
Switching Station in Ector County.  

The proposed route segments 
were identified by TRC, a consult-
ing company retained by WETT for 
the project, in compliance with the 
rules and regulations of the PUC, 
the Texas Utilities Code, and the 
Electric Reliability Council of Texas 
(ERCOT).  Final mileage of each 
transmission line project will de-
pend on the route selected by the 
PUC.

As part of the on-going routing 
process, WETT will host three Pub-
lic Open House Meetings to display 
the proposed route segments for 
the projects, allowing individuals to 
provide comments and ask ques-
tions about the proposed project. 
WETT is committed to working 
closely with local communities and 
addressing the values and con-
cerns of the public during the rout-
ing process.  Detailed maps and in-
formation will be available at the 
meetings for review anytime be-
tween 5:30pm and 8:00pm.

Please note there are no formal 
presentations at the Open Houses.  
Materials displayed will also be 
available for reference at the 
Scurry County Library, Mitchell 
County Public Library, Howard 
County Library, Borden County 
Courthouse, Dawson County Li-
brary, Martin County Library, Mid-
land County Library, and Ector 
County Public Library. 

If you have any questions con-
cerning the Open Houses, please 
contact WETT on the internet at 
http://www.windenergyoftexas.com 
or by calling toll free 
(877)899-WETT (9388).
#6346 November 29, and Decem-
ber 6, 2009

Legals
ADVERTISEMENT AND 
INVITATION FOR BIDS

The City of Big Spring is soliciting 
sealed bid proposals for 2006 Bond 
Project Streetscape Improvements 
Contactors may submit bids for 
Base Bids and three Alternates. A 
pre-bid conference is scheduled for 
Tuesday, December 15, 2009 at 
City Hall. Bid opening will be at City 
Hall, 310 Nolan Street, Big Spring, 
Texas at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
December 22, 2009. Bid security in 
the amount of five percent of the 
bid submitted is required. Bidders 
are expected to inspect the job site 
and to inform themselves of all lo-
cal conditions. Payment and per-
formance bonds will be required in 
accordance with Article 5160, 
V.A.T.C.S., as amended by House 
Bill 344 passed by the 56th Legis-
lature, Regular session 1959. Cop-
ies of the plans, specifications and  
contract documents may be ob-
tained from Parkhill, Smith & Coo-
per, Inc., 4222 85th Street, Lub-
bock, Texas 79423 upon a refund-
able deposit of $50.00 for each set 
of documents.

Big Spring, Texas
Honorable Russ McEwen, Mayor

#6348 December 6 & 13, 2009

AMERICAN SELF STORAGE
Pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas 
Property Code, American Self Stor-
age which is located at 3314 E. FM 
700 Big Spring, TX 79720 will hold 
a public auction of property being 
sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 
Sale will be at 11:00 o’clock A.M. 
on Saturday, December 19, 2009, 
at American Self Storage 3314 
East F.M. 700 Big Spring, Texas. 
Property will be sold to highest bid-
der for cash. Seller reserves the 
right to not accept any bid and to 
withdraw property from sale. Prop-
erty may be sold item by item or in 
batches, or by the space. All sales 
are subject to Texas State Sales 
Tax. Sale is on the contents of:
Tenant: Manuel Ontiveros
Unit #161
Consisting of: Mattresses, boxes, 
old rocking chair, wheel chair, plas-
tic container, microwave, bed rail-
ing.
#6349  December 6 & 13,  2009

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF 
PROPOSED TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) 
CONTRACTS

Sealed proposals for contracts 
listed below will be received by 
TxDOT until the date(s) shown be-
low, and then publicly read.

CONSTRUCTION/ 
MAINTENANCE/ BUILDING 
FACILITIES CONTRACT(S)

-----------------------------------------------
Dist/Div: Odessa
Contract 6197-11-001 for ROAD-
SIDE MOWING in MARTIN 
County, etc will be opened on 
January 12, 2010 at 2:00 pm at the 
District Office for an estimate of 
$111,672.00.
-----------------------------------------------
Plans and specifications are avail-
able for inspection, along with bid-
ding proposals, and applications for 
the TxDOT Prequalified Contrac-
tor’s list, at the applicable State 
and/or Dist/Div Offices listed below. 
If applicable, bidders must submit 
prequalification information to 
TxDOT at least 10 days prior to the 
bid date to be eligible to bid on a 
project. Prequalification materials 
may be requested from the State 
Office listed below. Plans for the 
above contract(s) are available 
from TxDOT’s website at 
www.txdot.gov and from reproduc-
tion companies at the expense of 
the contractor.
NPO: 31536

State Office
------------------------------
Constr./Maint. Division
200 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas 78704

Phone: 512-416-2540
Dist/Div Office(s)
-----------------------
Odessa District 
District Engineer

3901 E. U.S. Hwy 80
Odessa, Texas 79761
Phone: 432-332-0501

Minimum wage rates are set out in 
bidding documents and the rates 
will be part of the contract. TXDOT 
ensures that bidders will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds 
of race, color, sex, or national ori-
gin.
#6350 December 6 & 7, 2009

Advertisement for Sealed Bids
The Howard County Junior College 
District is now accepting bids for 
the following:

RFB# 10-002 
STEEL PLATES

Documents may be obtained from 
Jason Mims, Director of Business 
Services, Howard College, 1001 
Birdwell Lane, Big Spring, TX 
79720, (432)264-5167. Responses 
will be accepted through 4:00 PM 
on Tuesday, December 15, 2009, 
in the Administration A-Wing, room 
131, Howard College, 1001 Bird-
well Lane, Big Spring, TX 79720, at 
which time they will be read into re-
cord. Vendors are instructed that a 
formal opening will not occur. The 
college will negotiate with qualified 
vendors concerning bids submitted. 
The final determination of vendor 
award will be made at a future 
board meeting. There will be no 
pre-submittal conference.
All questions should be directed to 
Jason Mims, Director of Business 
Services, 1001 Birdwell Lane, Big 
Spring, TX 79720, e-mail 
jmims@howardcollege.edu
(432)264-5167. Howard County 
Junior College District reserves the 
right to reject any and all re-
sponses.
#6359 December 6 & 13, 2009

Legals
CITATION BY PUBLICATION

IN THE NAME AND BY THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN AS FOLLOWS: 

TO: Cynthia R. Schaffer
if living, and if any or all of the 
above named Defendants be dead, 
the unknown heirs of the unknown 
heirs of said above named per-
sons, and the unknown owner or 
owners of the hereinafter described 
land, and the executors, adminis-
trators, guardians, legal represen-
tatives, legatees and devisees of 
the above named persons, and any 
legal or equitable interest in or lien 
upon the land described in Plain-
tiffs’ petition on file in this cause, 
to-wit:

E/32’ of Lt 13 and W/27’ of Lt 14, 
Bk 1, La Loma Addn., City of Big 
Spring, Howard County, Texas
Which said property is delinquent 

to Plaintiffs for taxes in the follow-
ing amount: $618.77, exclusive of 
interest, penalties, and costs, and 
there is included in this suit in addi-
tion to the taxes all said interest, 
penalties, and cost thereon, al-
lowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein.
You are hereby notified that suit 

has been brought by HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL as Plaintiffs, 
against CYNTHIA R. SCHAFFER 
and others, as Defendant(s), by pe-
tition filed on April 30, 2009, in a 
certain suit styled HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL VS. CYNTHIA R. 
SCHAFFER, for collection of the 
taxes on said property and that 
said suit is now pending in the Dis-
trict Court of Howard County, 
Texas 118th Judicial District, and 
the file number of said suit is 5669 
that the names of all taxing units 
which assess and collect taxes on 
the property hereinabove de-
scribed, not made parties to this 
suit, are NONE.
Plaintiffs and all other taxing units 

who may set up their tax claims 
herein seek recovery of delinquent 
ad valorem taxes on the property 
hereinabove described, thereon up 
to and including the day of judg-
ment herein, and the establishment 
and foreclosure of liens, if any, se-
curing the payment of same, as 
provided by law. 
All parties to this suit, including 

Plaintiffs, Defendant(s), and Inter-
venors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes which 
were delinquent on said property at 
the time this suit was filed but all 
taxes becoming delinquent thereon 
at any time thereafter up to the day 
of judgment, including all interest, 
penalties, and cost allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there-
fore, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to any par-
ties herein, all said parties shall 
take notice of and plead and an-
swer to all claims and pleadings 
now on file in said causes by all 
other parties herein and all of those 
taxing units above named who may 
intervene herein and set up their 
respective tax claims against said 
property.
You are hereby commanded to 

appear and defend such suit at or 
before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on the 
first Monday after the expiration of 
forty-two (42) days from and after 
the date of issuance hereof, the 
same being the 18th day of Janu-
ary, 2010 before the Honorable 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas, to be held at the courthouse 
thereof, then and there to show 
cause why judgment shall not be 
rendered for such taxes, penalties, 
interest, and costs, and condemn-
ing said property and ordering fore-
closure of the  constitutional and 
statutory tax liens thereon for taxes 
due the Plaintiffs and the taxing 
unit parties hereto, and those who 
may intervene herein, together with 
all interest, penalties, and costs al-
lowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein, and all 
costs of this suit.
Issued and given under my hand 

and seal of said court in the City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas, 
this 1st day of December, A.D. 
2009.
Brandie  Martinez, 
Clerk of the District Court
Howard County, Texas, 
118th Judicial District.

#6351 December 6 & 13, 2009

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Howard County Commission-
er’s Court will conduct a public 
hearing on Monday December 14, 
2009 at 10:00 a.m. in the Howard 
County Commissioner’s Court 
Room located at 300 Main Street, 
County Court House, Big Spring, 
TX to act on the Applications and 
consider Tax Abatement Agree-
ments for the purpose of granting 
tax abatement to the following 
companies:

Amerimex Rig Movers, Ltd. & 
Amerimex Drilling, Ltd.

Plains Cotton Cooperative 
Association

All interested parties are encour-
aged to attend and present their 
views.
JUDGE MARK J. BARR
County Judge
#6357 December 6 and 13, 2009

Legals

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Howard College Board of 
Trustees will conduct a public hear-
ing on Friday December 18, 2009 
at 12:30 p.m. in the Howard Col-
lege Board Room located in the 
Student Union Building, 1001 Bird-
well Lane, Big Spring, TX to act on 
the Applications and consider Tax 
Abatement Agreements for the pur-
pose of granting tax abatement to 

the following companies:
Amerimex Rig Movers, Ltd. & 

Amerimex Drilling, Ltd.
Plains Cotton Cooperative 

Association
All interested parties are encour-
aged to attend and present their 
views.
DR. CHERYL SPARKS
President
#6358 December 6 and 13, 2009

PUBLIC NOTICE
Howard County will hold a silent 
auction on December 11, 2009 for 
general office equipment, comput-
ers and furniture. The auction will 
be held in the basement of the 
Courthouse, from 9:00 A.M. to 
12:00 P.M. The County will list 
larger items as they become avail-
able online at www.GovDeals.com
Please check the website periodi-
cally as the County will not adver-
tise each item.
#6355 December 6, 2009

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
IN THE NAME AND BY THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN AS FOLLOWS: 

TO: Leroy Phillips, Elbert Wilson  
Mike Jevon Phillips

if living, and if any or all of the 
above named Defendants be dead, 
the unknown heirs of the unknown 
heirs of said above named per-
sons, and the unknown owner or 
owners of the hereinafter described 
land, and the executors, adminis-
trators, guardians, legal represen-
tatives, legatees and devisees of 
the above named persons, and any 
legal or equitable interest in or lien 
upon the land described in Plain-
tiffs’ petition on file in this cause, 
to-wit:

A parcel of land out of Sc 41, Bk 
32, T-1-N, Howard County, Texas 
described as Tract 1 on Exhibit “B” 
attached hereto; SAVE AND EX-
CEPT a 1.219 acre tract of land out 
of the SE/4 of Sc 41, Bk 32, T-1-N, 
Howard County, Texas, deeded to 
Daniel Kerr, September 30, 1994, 
volume 704, pg 670; Assessed 
Value-$31,770.00 Amt. owed- 
$3,915.31

A strip of land 15 feet in width out 
of Section 41, Blk 32, T-1-N, How-
ard County, Texas described as 
Tract 2 on Exhibit “B” attached 
hereto; Assessed Value-$1,500.00 
Amt. owed-$491.48

E/51’ of W/120’ of Bk 55, Govern-
ment Heights to Bauer (also know 
as Bauer) Addn., City of Big 
Spring, Howard County, Texas; As-
sessed Value-$5,029.00 Amt. 
owed-$1,622.24

The West 2 acres of that tract of 
land out of the S/2 of Sc 27, Bk 32, 
T-1-N, T&P Ry. Co. Survery, How-
ard County, Texas; described by 
metes and bounds of Exhibit “C” at-

tached hereto; Assessed 
Value-$3,000.00 Amt. 
owed-$1,569.99
Which said property is delinquent 

to Plaintiffs for taxes in the follow-
ing amount: $7,599.02, exclusive of 
interest, penalties, and costs, and 
there is included in this suit in addi-
tion to the taxes all said interest, 
penalties, and cost thereon, al-
lowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein.
You are hereby notified that suit 

has been brought by HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL as Plaintiffs, 
against LEROY PHILLIPS, EL-
BERT WILSON AND MIKE JEVON 
PHILLIPS and others, as Defen-
dant(s), by petition filed on June 
28, 2007, in a certain suit styled 
HOWARD COUNTY, ET AL VS. 
lLEROY PHILLIPS, ELBERT WIL-
SON AND MIKE JEVON PHIL-
LIPS, for collection of the taxes on 
said property and that said suit is 
now pending in the District Court of 
Howard County, Texas 118th Judi-
cial District, and the file number of 
said suit is 5397 that the names of 
all taxing units which assess and 
collect taxes on the property here-
inabove described, not made par-
ties to this suit, are NONE.
Plaintiffs and all other taxing units 

who may set up their tax claims 
herein seek recovery of delinquent 
ad valorem taxes on the property 
hereinabove described, thereon up 
to and including the day of judg-
ment herein, and the establishment 
and foreclosure of liens, if any, se-
curing the payment of same, as 
provided by law. 
All parties to this suit, including 

Plaintiffs, Defendant(s), and Inter-
venors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes which 
were delinquent on said property at 
the time this suit was filed but all 
taxes becoming delinquent thereon 

at any time thereafter up to the day 
of judgment, including all interest, 
penalties, and cost allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there-
fore, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to any par-
ties herein, all said parties shall 
take notice of and plead and an-
swer to all claims and pleadings 
now on file in said causes by all 
other parties herein and all of those 
taxing units above named who may 
intervene herein and set up their 
respective tax claims against said 
property.
You are hereby commanded to 

appear and defend such suit at or 
before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on the 
first Monday after the expiration of 
forty-two (42) days from and after 
the date of issuance hereof, the 
same being the 18th day of Janu-
ary, 2010 before the Honorable 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas, to be held at the courthouse 
thereof, then and there to show 
cause why judgment shall not be 
rendered for such taxes, penalties, 
interest, and costs, and condemn-
ing said property and ordering fore-
closure of the  constitutional and 
statutory tax liens thereon for taxes 
due the Plaintiffs and the taxing 
unit parties hereto, and those who 
may intervene herein, together with 
all interest, penalties, and costs al-
lowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein, and all 
costs of this suit.
Issued and given under my hand 

and seal of said court in the City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas, 
this 1st day of December, A.D. 
2009.
Brandie  Martinez, 
Clerk of the District Court
Howard County, Texas, 
118th Judicial District.

#6352 December 6 & 13, 2009

Legals Legals

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
IN THE NAME AND BY THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN AS FOLLOWS: 

TO: Paul Flores
if living, and if any or all of the 
above named Defendants be dead, 
the unknown heirs of the unknown 
heirs of said above named per-
sons, and the unknown owner or 
owners of the hereinafter described 
land, and the executors, adminis-
trators, guardians, legal represen-
tatives, legatees and devisees of 
the above named persons, and any 
legal or equitable interest in or lien 
upon the land described in Plain-
tiffs’ petition on file in this cause, 
to-wit:

E/2 of N. 85’ of Lot 17, (50x88) 
Blk 99, Original Townsite of the city 
of Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas
Which said property is delinquent 

to Plaintiffs for taxes in the follow-
ing amount: $2,058.52, exclusive of 
interest, penalties, and costs, and 
there is included in this suit in addi-
tion to the taxes all said interest, 
penalties, and cost thereon, al-
lowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein.
You are hereby notified that suit 

has been brought by HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL as Plaintiffs, 
against PAUL FLORES and others, 
as Defendant(s), by petition filed on 
December 27, 2006, in a certain 

suit styled HOWARD COUNTY, ET 
AL VS. PAUL FLORES, for collec-
tion of the taxes on said property 
and that said suit is now pending in 
the District Court of Howard 
County, Texas 118th Judicial Dis-
trict, and the file number of said 
suit is 5290 that the names of all 
taxing units which assess and col-
lect taxes on the property hereina-
bove described, not made parties 
to this suit, are NONE.
Plaintiffs and all other taxing units 

who may set up their tax claims 
herein seek recovery of delinquent 
ad valorem taxes on the property 
hereinabove described, thereon up 
to and including the day of judg-
ment herein, and the establishment 
and foreclosure of liens, if any, se-
curing the payment of same, as 
provided by law. 
All parties to this suit, including 

Plaintiffs, Defendant(s), and Inter-
venors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes which 
were delinquent on said property at 
the time this suit was filed but all 
taxes becoming delinquent thereon 
at any time thereafter up to the day 
of judgment, including all interest, 
penalties, and cost allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there-
fore, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to any par-
ties herein, all said parties shall 
take notice of and plead and an-
swer to all claims and pleadings 
now on file in said causes by all 

other parties herein and all of those 
taxing units above named who may 
intervene herein and set up their 
respective tax claims against said 
property.
You are hereby commanded to 

appear and defend such suit at or 
before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on the 
first Monday after the expiration of 
forty-two (42) days from and after 
the date of issuance hereof, the 
same being the 18th day of Janu-
ary, 2010 before the Honorable 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas, to be held at the courthouse 
thereof, then and there to show 
cause why judgment shall not be 
rendered for such taxes, penalties, 
interest, and costs, and condemn-
ing said property and ordering fore-
closure of the  constitutional and 
statutory tax liens thereon for taxes 
due the Plaintiffs and the taxing 
unit parties hereto, and those who 
may intervene herein, together with 
all interest, penalties, and costs al-
lowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein, and all 
costs of this suit.
Issued and given under my hand 

and seal of said court in the City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas, 
this 1st day of December, A.D. 
2009.
Brandie  Martinez, 
Clerk of the District Court
Howard County, Texas, 
118th Judicial District.

#6353 December 6 & 13, 2009
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Let Classified Work for You!
Call 263-7331 Today!
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FAMILY FEATURES 

Understanding healthcare coverage can be overwhelming. And
keeping up with changes in Medicare benefits is no different.
For many people, that translates into doing nothing about
updating their current coverage.

� A majority (55 percent) of Medicare beneficiaries believe their health
benefits will stay the same in 2010, according to The “Medicare
Beneficiary Insights” poll by Suffolk University and Silverlink
Communications. 

� The poll also showed that 85 percent of Medicare beneficiaries are 
not currently planning to switch plans this year, and the majority will
spend only minimal time (two hours or less) researching health plan
options.

But experts say it isn’t wise to blindly re-enroll in existing Medicare plans.
Medicare and its private sector plans typically make annual changes to:

� Medical benefits
� Prescription benefits
� Coverage limits
� Consumer premiums
� Out-of-pocket expenses 
So current users and new enrollees need to take the time to review plan

options in order to get the best coverage possible.
� Make sure you know current enrollment dates. 
� For 2009, the window is November 15 through December 31. Those

eligible for Medicare can review and — if necessary — adjust their
Medicare coverage, which consists of traditional Medicare or private
sector plan options licensed to operate in Medicare; Medicare
Advantage and Medicare Part D.

� If you do not choose new coverage, you will be automatically 
re-enrolled in the same coverage you had.

To help you evaluate your options, Chris Hakim, the Director of
eHealthMedicare.com, encourages people to answer these questions. 

Does my coverage match my 
changing healthcare needs?
“If you’re managing a chronic condition, like diabetes, heart disease or
cancer,” says Hakim, “make sure your coverage keeps pace with your
needs for new or existing medications. You also want to be sure you can
continue to see your primary care physician or specialist.” Hakim also
recommends that if you’re having elective surgery in the coming year,
make sure it’s covered in your existing plan or your coverage.

In many cases spouses have the same plan. But, if your health care needs
changed this year, or if your spouse’s needs changed, be sure to review
your coverage. “If you’re used to getting insurance from an employer, then
you’re likely to think of your health insurance as a family policy where
you’re all on one plan. But, Medicare allows you and your spouse to have
different plans that are ‘right-sized’ for each of your individual needs,”
says Hakim. Choosing the right plan for your individual needs can help
you save money.

Will I have my same doctor?
Check with your primary care physician, specialists and your private plan
to make sure you can continue to see your doctors. Medicare’s contracted
networks of doctors and hospitals are subject to change, so find out if your
doctor will be in the plan. “If you elect traditional Medicare, which allows
you to see any doctor or visit any hospital that accepts Medicare,” says
Hakim, “it’s still a good idea to confirm your doctors are participating in
Medicare.”

Will my premiums and deductibles increase?
Traditional Medicare (Parts A & B), private sector plans in the Medicare
Advantage program (Part C), and the Prescription Drug (Part D) program
are likely to have changes in 2010. They may result in either savings or
additional cost to consumers based on the coverage you select. Make sure
you understand how these changes impact you. 

Get the Right Prescription Drug Coverage
Medicare Part D provides coverage for name-brand and generic prescrip -
tions. Review your current medications with your doctor and ask about
potential medication changes for next year. Then, review Part D coverage
to make sure it covers what you need.

“eHealthMedicare.com has a ‘Doughnut Hole’ Calculator, powered by
Destination Rx, to help calculate the money you could be required to pay
out of your own pocket for prescription drugs,” says Hakim. “Medicare
Part D typically covers an initial portion of
your prescription drug costs, up to a pre-set
limit. Once the limit is reached, you’ll
pay out of pocket until you reach the
‘catastrophic coverage threshold.’ Once
the threshold is reached, Part D coverage
kicks back in to cover the remaining
costs. 

“It’s important to confirm the coverage
you have and to research other name
brand or generic-equivalent medications
that may be less expensive. The ‘Doughnut
Hole’ Calculator is an easy-to-use tool to
help you maximize your Part D benefit.”

Get Knowledgeable Advice
There are many resources available to you, including
these:

� Medicare: www.medicare.gov; 
800-MEDICARE

� The National Council on Aging: www.ncoa.org
� The Medicare Rights Center: www.medicarerights.org
� eHealth: www.eHealthMedicare.com 
You can also check out the State Health Insurance Plans (SHIPs), which

are part of a federal network of State Health Insurance Assistance
Programs located in every state. 

Hakim also encourages people to try www.eHealthMedicare.com, a 
Web site with information about traditional Medicare and private Medicare
options. 

“At eHealthMedicare.com we’re
offering comprehensive Medicare
information, in easy-to-navigate 
Web pages and straightforward
language,” says Hakim. “We also
provide access to quality Medicare
carriers and phone support with
trained professionals.”

The difference between picking a
plan that’s right for you and one that
isn’t could be thousands of dollars
per year. Take the time now to study
your choices so you can get the
coverage you need next year.

What you need to know
to get the best coverage

Changing
Medicare Plans?
If you’re changing Medicare plans, the
Medicare Rights Center recommends
enrolling in the new plan without
disenrolling from your old one. Enroll
by calling 800-MEDICARE — you
will be automatically disenrolled from
your previous Medicare private plan
with your new coverage starts. Find
out more at www.medicarerights.org.

Enrolling for
Medicare
Most people who are 65 and older,
some younger people with disabilities
can get Medicare. If you aren’t sure if
you can get Medicare, call the Social
Security Administration toll-free at
800-772-1213. You’ll need to provide
your Social Security number and date
of birth when you call.

Maximizing
Your Prescription
Drug Coverage
Use a “Doughnut Hole” Calculator to
confirm the prescription drug coverage
you have under Medicare Part D.
Research other name brand or generic-
equivalent medications that may be
less expensive with the calculator at
eHealthMedicare.com. 

Illustrations by Tom McFarland
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2009 Nissans
“Year End Close Out”

Bob Brock Nissan
500 W. 4th
267-7424

2009 NISSAN SENTRA

2009 NISSAN TITAN

2009 NISSAN MAXIMA

2009 NISSAN PATHFINDER

2009 NISSAN MURANO

2009 NISSAN ALTIMA

2009 NISSAN CUBE

$2,000 Rebate+dealer discounts
“Last a long time, from a name you can 

trust — Nissan builds dependability”

$5,000 Rebate+dealer discounts
“Heavy duty suspension and 

outstanding towing & payload capacity”

$2,000 Rebate+dealer discounts
“Sophistication of a premium sedan + 

the thrill of a sports car”

$1,250 Rebate+dealer discounts
“Carefully engineered to offer a smooth, 
quiet and responsive driving experience”

$1,750 Rebate+dealer discounts
“Consumers Digest Best Buy 

J.D. Powers Best In Class—Car of the Year”

$2,500 Rebate+dealer discounts
“Most reliable, quality and durability 

through a 20+ year legacy”

“Come and look at this unique design 
under $20,000.00 MSRP

209963

Sold

Sold

210032

$3,500 Rebate+dealer discounts

Did you know …  
   
   79% of food pantries, 58% of food 
kitchens, 50% shelters are run by faith based 
agencies.

Hunger in America 2005 Report

FOOD FOR FRIENDS  
Food drive campaign

please donate your non-perishable 
food items. all items will 

benefit our community and be 
distributed locally.  

   The Big Spring Leadership Class of 2009-
2010 is coordinating efforts this holiday 
season with local charities for a local food 
drive.  Big Spring is known for its great people 
and the big generous hearts of its residents.  
Please consider giving to help local neighbors 
in need this holiday season.

Food drop-off locations 
Big Spring Chamber of Commerce 
215 West Third Street
 
Howard College Outreach Department
Big Spring Campus

Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center
306 West Third Street
 
Taco Villa
All three locations, receive a free bean burrito 
with a donation of three can goods

By the Code... 

Disposal of Brush, Remodeling 
Materials and Other Waste Not 
Collected by the City

   This City ordinance states that “refuse,” 
to include construction materials, large tree 
shrubs and cuttings and all other waste 
not collected by the City, must be kept in a 
suitable receptacle separate from the garbage 
container provided to residents by the City.  
These items should not be dumped in alleys 
or kept on the premises so as to become a 
nuisance to others; refuse should be disposed 
of promptly by the owner of the property. 
Refuse is not considered “garbage” and will 
not be picked up by the garbage trucks of the 
City. Refuse should be hauled away from the 
premises by the property owner at his expense 
and by his own means. Any collection of 
refuse on a premise should be transported, in 
a covered vehicle, to the city compost facility.  
If a covered vehicle is not available, refuse 
must be tied down, covered or secured to 
the vehicle in some manner to avoid spillage 
on to City streets.  If garbage of this type is 
not properly secured and falls on to our City 
streets, it presents a serious hazard to other 
City residents and their vehicles.
   As residents, we are proud of our community 
and want only what is best for everyone.  With 
the help of our citizens, we can accomplish our 
goal.  If you have any questions or complaints 
please call, e-mail or stop by our office and 
will help in any way we can.

Chad Averette
Code Enforcement Supervisor
501 Runnels
Phone: 432-264-2505
Email: caverette@mybigspring.com

Community Shout Out  
Recognize a city employee, city official or 
citizen for a job well done or a kind deed 
in the Community Shout Out.  
shoutout@mybigspring.com for submission.

Reminders

All City offices will be closed December 
24 and 25 and January 1 for the holidays. 
Normal office hours will resume the following 
business day.

Upcoming Activities:  
Festival of Lights

When: December 15 to 31
Times: Daily 6 to 10 p.m.
Where: Comanche Trail Park

Comanche Trail Park is transformed with more 
than a million lights and over a hundred lighted 
poinsettias in a variety of sizes—a holiday 
favorite.

Please submit your favorite  
Big Spring photo to  

photos@mybigspring.com

Crime stoppers 
anonymous  
(no caller ID) Tip line  
263-8477

www.mybigspring.com

Exchange Your Old Glucose Meter
For A New FREE Meter!

*While Supplies Last

• No Coding required
• Glucose control detection
• Hematocrit range-20-60%
• Easy-to-read display
• Strip release button
• Alternate site testing
• Automatic On/Off

• 7-14 and 30-day averaging
• 4 testing reminder alarms
• Audible fill detection
• Weekday display
• Ketone test reminder

True Performance State-of-the Art Design
Come By Leonard’s Pharmacy, Professional Pharmacy or Leonard’s Clinic

for your FREE  Exchange! 208689

* ATTENTION DIABETICS *

Dear Annie: For more than 
two years, I have been dat-
ing “Gary,” a guy who lost 
his wife to cancer when 

she was in her late 30s. 
Gary has warned me not to get too 

close, saying he will never marry 
again. Of course, mar-
riage is what I want, 
but I love him, so I 
won’t push it. I figure 
one day he might see 
how much I care and 
get over his fears. 

We recently broke 
up because he started 
doing things to make 
me believe he doesn’t 
want me around. He 
says he’s not inter-
ested in me “at this 
moment.” He admits 
he cannot handle the 
pain of losing anyone 
else ever again. Is this 
normal? I don’t want 
to spend the rest of my 
life waiting for him to 
decide to take a chance, but if there 
is a chance, I don’t want to miss it. — 
Still Waiting

Dear Still: Gary may change his 
mind about marriage down the road, 
but he has made it perfectly clear 
that it won’t be in the foreseeable 
future — at least not with you. Often 
a man says something very straight-
forward, but the women around 
him refuse to hear. Please don’t tie 
yourself up waiting for this man to 
propose. If you want marriage, look 
elsewhere.

Dear Annie: I am enjoying the 
company of my friend less and less. 
“Rose” is very competitive. She 
makes sure you know she has been 
everywhere, done everything and 
knows all about whatever you could 
suggest. 

When I told her my husband and 
I were going to a new restaurant in 
a neighboring town on Saturday, 

she made sure to go before us so 
she could tell me what’s what. She 
then tells all our friends that it’s her 
“find.” This also applies to hotels, 
trips, our kids’ part-time jobs and her 
husband’s hobbies. 

Of course I realize my annoyance is 
my own problem, but 
how can I enjoy Rose’s 
company if I feel she is 
only looking to outdo 
me? I have heard that 
the best way to win a 
power play is not to 
play, so I have stopped 
sharing information 
with her. This, un-
fortunately, leads to 
tedious visits where 
she tells me in great 
detail how to do some-
thing and where to buy 
it, and gives a play-
by-play of the boring 
TV show she watched 
the night before. What 
can I do? — Save Me in 
Ventura, Calif.

Dear Ventura: We’re trying to 
figure out what you like about Rose. 
When she isn’t trying to outshine 
you, she bores you to death. We feel 
sorry for her. Apparently, her life 
is so dull, she feels the only way to 
liven it up is to take over yours. She 
may be unaware of how she comes 
across, and you might be doing her a 
favor by explaining that her attitude 
is wearing thin. Meanwhile, ask 
Rose to sign up for an activity that 
neither of you has tried before — a 
pottery class, museum trip, politi-
cal lecture, tap dancing instruction, 
whatever. Go together. It will be an 
adventure you can share and talk 
about later.

Dear Annie: I read your response 
to “The Other Charlie Brown in Lou-
isville, Ky.,” who says his children 
are showered with so many gifts at 
Christmas that they are losing touch 
with the meaning of the holiday. You 

suggested donating some of those 
gifts to charity.

When my son was in the hospital 
awaiting a transplant, people around 
the globe sent him cards and gifts. 
It was a lovely showing of concern, 
but we had too many presents and 
many were duplicates. My husband 
and I took them to our local police 
department, and they were taken to 
the children’s hospitals. This way, 
the gifts could be enjoyed by sick 
children who were missing the holi-
days and didn’t have family to visit 
or bring them presents. We actually 
felt better donating these things than 
keeping them. I thought this would 
help. — L

Dear L: Bless you for the wonder-

ful and compassionate suggestion. 
We hope our readers will keep it in 
mind.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy 
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime 
editors of the Ann Landers column. 
Please e-mail your questions to an-
niesmailbox@comcast.net, or write 
to: Annie’s Mailbox, P.O. Box 118190, 
Chicago, IL 60611. To find out more 
about Annie’s Mailbox, and read 
features by other Creators Syndicate 
writers and cartoonists, visit the 
Creators Syndicate Web page at www.
creators.com. 

COPYRIGHT 2009 CREATORS.
COM 

Kathy Mitchell
Marcy Sugar

If you want marriage, look elsewhere

www.bigspringherald.com
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Don’t Miss This Section
Sunday, December 20, 2009

“DEADLINE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2009”

21
00

34

28992

KIM L. BANGO, MD
Board Certified in Family Medicine

432-263-0500
1608 W. FM 700, Suite D

Big Spring, Texas

“Accepting New Patients”

Se Habla Espanol

Dear Margo: How 
much is a person sup-
posed to overlook or 
adapt to in a boyfriend 
if he has other great 

qualities? I’m dating 
a really nice guy (di-
vorced), who is smart 
and interesting and 
has good values, but 

is extremely passive 
— to the point where 
he lets people push 
him around. I find that 
a total turnoff. For 

example, if a colleague 
starts yelling at him 
for a mistake that was 
the colleague’s fault, he 
just shrugs and tells her 
she made the mistake. 
He is so conflict-averse 
that he’d rather let it 
go and believes that 
being easy-going is the 
way to be. The other 
thing is that he’s really 
a lousy kisser, though 
friends say that can be 
worked on. I guess I’m 
used to the man being 
dominant and aggres-
sive, which is more of 
a turn-on. On the other 
hand, I’ve been accused 
of being too picky, and 
I don’t want to get rid 
of a good guy just to 
see him snapped up by 
plenty of other women. 
I’ve been divorced 
twice. My first husband 
was too sweet and pas-
sive for me, and my 

second had too much of 
a temper and was abu-
sive. I’m 61 and have 
been single for many 
years, but I’d rather be 
in a relationship. What 
do you think? — Trying 
To Decide

Dear De: 
Mr. Right 
For Now 
sounds 
like your 
No. 1 ... 
which to 
my mind 
is better 
than a 
replay of 
No. 2. I 
assume 
you’ve 
looked for a man who 
is somewhere between 
these extremes but 
have not found him. 
As for your example 
of workplace war, his 
approach sounds pretty 
sensible to me. What 
you really need to keep 
in mind is how he 
makes you feel. When 
you say you are 61 and 
imagine “plenty of 
women” ready to “snap 
him up,” you are right 
on the money there. If I 
were you, I would work 
on interpreting his 
conflict-averse quali-
ties as a plus, and think 
of them as way better 
than being hooked up 
with a drill sergeant. 
As for the kissing, your 
friends are right. — 
Margo, purposefully  

Dear Margo: I am 
a high-school senior. 
There’s a girl named 
“May” who I thorough-
ly dislike, but she per-
sists in trying to be my 
best friend. We became 
friends in freshman 
year because we were 
both hyper and our bus 
ride was long. She was, 
and is, cheerful, kind 

and friendly. However, 
over the past three 
years, I have realized 
that we have nothing in 
common anymore, if we 
ever did, and I am very 
tired of having things 
that are important to 
me shot down as stupid 
or boring. Sometimes I 
talk about things I find 
interesting, like cur-
rent events or books 
— never with her, but 
in groups of which she 
is a part. If it has even 
a vague whiff of intel-
lectual activity (except 
“Pride and Prejudice”), 
May shoots me down 
in the most contemptu-
ous tone I have ever 
heard, saying, “That’s 
boring. Let’s talk about 
(pick one: her love life 
or movies, though, to 
give her some credit, 
more often movies).” 
I don’t know what to 
say to someone who 
thinks that “The Time 
Traveler’s Wife” was 
a brilliant movie. — 
Please Go Away, from 
Virginia

Dear Please: This 
sounds like one for my 
pal Roger Ebert, but the 
underlying problem is 
actually not about mov-
ies. The basis for your 
friendship — that you 
were both hyper and it 
was a long bus ride — 
does not sound like a 
rock-solid foundation 
for closeness. This girl 
may be cheerful, but 
she sounds neither kind 
nor friendly. If you 
have nothing in com-
mon anymore, just keep 
some distance between 
you and know that you 
have moved on. — Mar-
go, developmentally 
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Reinterpretations and romance

BRADLEY S. KLAPPER
Associated Press Writer

GSTAAD, Switzerland  
— Roman Polanski’s life 
took a dramatic turn for 
the better Friday as he 
traded a Swiss jail for 
house arrest surround-
ed by family in his lux-
ury Alpine chalet.

It’s not clear how long 
this splendid captivity 
will last — the threat of 
extradition to the Unit-
ed States and a possible 
prison term there still 
hang over the 76-year-
old director.

But surely there are 
worse fates than being 
stuck in the tony resort 
of Gstaad, gazing up at 
the snow-covered Swiss 
Alps with your wife and 
two children by your 
side — especially after 
two months in a Swiss 
jail.

Polanski cannot leave 
the three-story house 
and its garden while 
Swiss authorities decide 
whether to send him to 
Los Angeles to face sen-
tencing in a 32-year-old 
sex case.

The United States 
wants Polanski to face 
sentencing for hav-
ing sex in 1977 with a 
13-year-old girl.

Still, it’s a vast im-
provement over his 
small detention cell in 
Winterthur, near Zur-
ich, which had only a 
sink, bed, toilet, televi-
sion and storage com-
partment.

In jail, he was allowed 

outside for one hour of 
daily exercise, could oc-
casionally use the tele-
phone but could only 
see family and friends 
for one hour each week. 
In Gstaad, Polanski can 
organize his days as he 
likes, working on his 
films and phoning and 
e-mailing whenever he 
wants.

The Oscar-winning 
director can receive 
guests or hold parties at 
the house and order in 
gourmet meals. He has 
views of snowcapped 
Alpine peaks, spacious 
rooms and all the ame-
nities of a town known 
for its skill at catering 
to the wishes of the rich 
and famous.

Of course, there’s the 
minor inconvenience 
of the electronic moni-
toring ankle bracelet, 
which ensures that Po-
lanski doesn’t flee like 
he did from U.S. justice 
31 years ago.

If Polanski breaks the 
conditions for his bail, 
the Swiss government 
confiscates the $4.5 mil-
lion he deposited. That 
substantial bail amount 
was a key element in 
granting the house ar-
rest — a first in Switzer-
land for a detainee in an 
extradition case.

Polanski’s two chil-
dren — Elvis, 9, and 
Morgane, 16 — and his 
wife, French actress 
Emmanuelle Seigner, 
eagerly awaited his ar-
rival Friday morning.

Roman Polanski’s 
house arrest is a 
splendid captivity


