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HEALTHY — BORN AT HOME

Photo by Timothy P. Howsare

Mercedes Larrazolo with her boyfriend, Alfonso Lopez, who is holding 4-day-old Maliah. Sitting on 
Larrazolo’s lap is her daughter, Chloe, who will be 2 years old in February.

Grandma gets early morning surprise  
By Timothy P. Howsare

thowsare@thepampanews.com

Pampa resident Lorraine 
Larrazolo got an unusual wakeup 
call — and a new granddaughter — 
all in the same morning.

Her daughter, Mercedes, was 
expecting to give birth to a daughter 
and deliver the baby in Amarillo. 
But that all changed in the wink of 
an eye.

On Friday, Larrazolo said she 
woke up at 5 a.m. barely hearing 
her phone ring.

She said there were five missed 
calls from her son as well as her 
daughter, who was expecting to 
have a baby.

“Not knowing what was happen-
ing I tried calling my daughter, 
Mercedes, but she never answered,” 
she said. “Then I called my son, 
Cris, who told me Mercedes was 

on her way to his house to drop off 
her daughter, Chloe, because she 
was going to Amarillo to have her 
baby.”

Larrazolo called her daughter 
again, who answered and said she 
was down the street. 

There were cries in her daughter’s 
voice.

Larrazolo said she looked outside, 
where Alfonso Lopez, Mercedes 
boyfriend, was bringing in Chloe.

“He said they were going to 
Amarillo and she (Mercedes) was 
having her baby,” Larrazolo said. 
“Just then Mercedes got out of the 
car and said she needed to use the 
bathroom.”

After a few minutes in the bath-
room, her daughter said she was 
starting to bleed.

“I said, ‘Mercedes, you are not 
going to Amarillo, you’re having 
your baby here,’” Larrazolo said. 

“Just then she screamed, ‘Alfonso, 
the baby is coming. I can feel its 
head.”

At that point, Mercedes’ father, 
Lupe Larrazolo, said they should 
call an ambulance.

After that, Larrazolo said Lupe 
grabbed a blanket and laid it on 
the bathroom floor. Lopez took 
Mercedes off the toilet and then 
laid her on the floor.

“Lupe said, ‘You’re gonna have 
to push,’” Larrazolo said. “She was 
scared and her dad said, ‘Breathe, 
Mercedes, breathe.’ Then she start-
ed pushing and as we were look-
ing Alfonso was delivering their 
daughter Maliah in the bathroom of 
our home.”

Larrazolo said she was frightened 
for her daughter, and what seemed 
to take like an eternity only took 20 
minutes.

WHEEL TIMES IN PAMPA
A Wheel Times bas-

ketball game was held 
Saturday at Pampa High 

School. The mission of 
Wheel Times is to pro-

vide educational and 
recreational opportuni-
ties for children, young 

adults, and their families 
with mobility challenges. 

Ryan Smith, left, helps 
wheel Lauren Pingel 

as she tries to pass to 
Jace Forward, far right. 

Also pictured are Jaycee 
Garth pushing Avery 
Ferguson and Kody 

Maddox helping Brody 
Gilbert. For more photos 

turn to page B1. Photo by Diane Jennings

BABY cont. on page 3

By Sasha Heller
sheller@thepampanews.com

Department of Public Safety troopers 
on Friday arrested Juan Garcia Perez, 
41, of Pampa, for possession of child 
pornography. 

Texas Highway Patrol 
Public Information Of-
ficer Gabriel Medrano 
said Monday that the ar-
rest is part of an ongoing 
investigation. As such, 
further details could not 
be released at this time.

Perez was released 
from the Gray County 
Sheriff’s Office on Sat-
urday on a $25,000 

bond. The possession of child pornogra-
phy charge is a third-degree felony and 
carries a prison sentence of no less than 
2 years and no more than 10 years, as 
well as up to a $10,000 fine.

Pampa man 
arrested for
child porn

Juan
Perez

By Sasha Heller
sheller@thepampanews.com

The Pampa City Commission will 
meet today at 4 p.m., to consider chang-
ing guidelines governing operation of 
the city’s Recreation Park, including the 
R.V. camping area, group shelter facility, 
lake, softball complex and concession 
building.

The Commission will also consider 
approving an amended agreement with 
Giffert Tuttle, who has been contracted 
to manage the R.V. park at Recreation 
Park. Terms of the three-year agreement 
include $150 per week in compensation 
and 15 percent of all fees collected at 
the park up to a maximum of $500 per 
month.

Also on Tuesday’s agenda are two 
items related to the mowing equipment 
at the Hidden Hills Public Golf Course. 

City Commission 
to meet today

By Texas Tribune

A self-proclaimed Paul Revere circled 
the state Capitol grounds on a bicycle 
Saturday at noon, ushering people to the 
north side of the building to join in a na-
tional day of protest against a renewed 
push for gun-control regulations.

The rally, organized by Guns Across 
America, a gun rights organization, was 
one of 49 protests occurring across the 
nation. It coincided with Gun Apprecia-
tion Day, a response to a national gun 
debate incited by the tragedy in New-
town, Conn., where 20 children and six 
staff members of Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary were killed by a gunman.

Roughly a thousand people attended 
the rally, and after a failed attempt to 
start a chant of “USA,” the crowd gath-
ered together with shouts of “Texas!” 

Texans rally against 
more gun control

RALLY cont. on page 3

CITY cont. on page 3
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Full Collision Center
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High  58
Low  31

High  63
Low  39
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Tuesday: Sunny with a high of 58. No chance 
of rain. Wind south southwest at 9 mph. Sun-
rise at 7:50 a.m.

Tuesday night: Clear skies with a low of 32. 
No chance of rain. Wind south southwest at 7 
mph. Sunset at 6:02 p.m.

Wednesday: Sunny with a high of 63. No 
chance of rain. Wind southwest at 7 mph. Sun-
rise at 7:50 a.m.

Wednesday night: Partly cloudy with a low 
of 39. No chance of rain. Wind southwest at 8 
mph. Sunset at 6:03 p.m.

Thursday: Partly cloudy with a high of 58. No 
chance of rain. Wind north northwest at 18 
mph. Sunrise at 7:49 a.m.

Thursday night: Partly cloudy with a low of 31. 
No chance of rain. Wind north at 9 mph. Sunset 
at 6:04 p.m.

Vera Mabel Murphy
Vera Mabel Murphy, 99, died Saturday, Jan. 19, 2013 

in Canadian. Services will be at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 22, 
2013 at the First Baptist Church in Miami with the Rev. 

Dennis Williams, pastor, officiating. 
Burial will be in Miami Cemetery 
under the direction of Carmichael-
Whatley Funeral Directors of Pampa.

Vera Mabel Murphy comes from 
a long lineage of Texans. Her fam-
ily moved to Texas about 1844, prior 
to Texas becoming a state. She was 
born to Troy and Della Downing 
of Hunt County in 1913, but later 
moved to Winters, Texas. She at-
tended school in a two-room school-
house, called Bluff Creek, until it 
burned. She then completed school in 

Drasco, where she graduated the 11th grade, as the Vale-
dictorian of her class. Vera married Arthur K. Murphy on 
Feb. 2, 1935. He preceded her in death in 1971. She has 
lived in Miami since 1953, moving to Canadian in 2007 
to spend her remaining years at Edward Abraham Memo-
rial Home. She was one of the original members of the 
Senior Citizen Club, organized in 1970, and president of 
the North Plains Club in 1982.  She was an accomplished 
seamstress and quilter; most of her projects were given 
away to family and friends. As Vera sat in her wheelchair 
at the Abraham Home, with her arms crossed and just 
observing her surroundings, one can’t help but notice the 
intensity of those Irish blue eyes.  Just like the song says, 
“When Irish eyes are smiling; they will steal your heart 
away.” Vera’s eyes were also smiling. Although her hair 
was fading, on can still see that the Irish red is still there, 
she is a true Irish lass. She was preceded in death by a 
daughter; Helen Murphy and a son; James Murphy. two 
brothers Travis Downing, and Arlie Downing; one great 
grandson: Jason Porter in 2001.  

Survivors include one son: G.D. Murphy and wife 
Kathy of Pampa; two daughters: Dorothy Guinn and hus-
band Jerry of Pampa and Marilyn Martin and husband 
Jim of Rapid City, S.D.; eight grandchildren; 17 great 
grandchildren; and five great great grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to: Hemphill County Hos-
pice, 1020 S. 4th, Canadian, Texas 79014, or Edward 
Abraham Memorial Home, 813 Birch, Canadian, Texas 
79014.

Lorene Thompson Paris
Lorene Thompson Paris, 90, died Friday, Jan. 18, 2013 

in Pampa. Services were at 10 a.m. Monday, Jan. 21, 
2013 at the First Christian Church in Miami with Steve 
Porter, her son-in-law and pastor of Primitive Baptist 
Church in Paducah, and the Rev. Billy Holland, pastor 
of First Christian Church of Miami, officiating.  Burial 
will be in Miami Cemetery under the direction of Carmi-
chael-Whatley Funeral Directors of Pampa.

Mrs. Paris was born Aug. 30, 1922 in Roberts County 
where she had been a lifelong resident. She was a 1940 

graduate of Miami High 
School and attended West 

Texas State University in Canyon where she majored in 
art.

Lorene married J. D. Paris on June 20, 1944 in Miami. 
She and her husband owned and operated Paris Mo-

tor Co. in Miami from 1948-60 and 
they farmed and ranched in Roberts 
County for many years. Lorene was 
a member of First Christian Church 
where she taught Sunday school for 
many years and was a member and 
Past Worthy Matron of Miami Chap-
ter No. 98 Order of the Eastern Star. 

Lorene served in many civic orga-
nizations of her community. She was 
a member and past president of the 
Child’s Study Club. Since 1968, Lo-
rene wrote the “Heritage Most Inter-
esting” column in the Miami Chief, 
and she painted the panoramic back-

drop for the Roberts County Museum. She was a licensed 
realtor for Shed Realty in Pampa for many years.

Survivors include her husband, J. D. Paris, of the home; 
two daughters, Martha Porter and husband Steve of Pam-
pa and Nancy Burnett and husband Jim of Wolfforth; four 
grandchildren, Stephanie Shankle and husband Shane of 
Colleyville, John Porter and wife Tasha of North Rich-
land Hills, Courtney Cox and husband Clint of Provi-
dence Village, and Sarah Burnett of Lubbock; eight 
great-grandchildren; two sisters-in-law, Billy Jo Ratliff 
and Mary Thompson, both of Miami; a brother-in-law, 
Jack Sloan of Pampa; and by several nieces and nephews. 
Lorene was preceded in death by her parents, Ruben and 
Viva Thompson and by a brother, J. W. Thompson.

Memorials may be made to First Christian Church, 201 
E. Tascosa, Miami, Texas 79059 or Roberts County Mu-
seum, U. S. Hwy 60, Miami, Texas 79059.

Sign the online register book at Carmichael-whatley.
com.

Vanessa Guadalupe Ramirez
Vanessa Guadalupe Ramirez, 1 

month, died Jan. 18, 2013 in Pampa.
Mass of the Angels will be at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2013, at St. Vin-
cent dePaul Catholic Church, with the  
Rev. Arockia Raj, pastor, officiating. 
Cremation will follow. Arrangements 
are under the direction of Carmichael-
Whatley Funeral Directors.

Survivors include her parents: Je-
sus and Irene Ramirez of the home; 

three brothers: Angel, Adrian, and 
Raul Ramirez of the home; one sister: 
Yesenia Ramirez of the home; and her 
grandmother: Blasa Davila of Pampa. 

The family will receive friends at 716 E. Browning Ave.

Sign the online register at www.carmichael-whatley.
com.

Vera
Murphy
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� City Briefs
The Pampa News is not responsible for the content 

of paid advertisement

ELLIPTICAL MACHINE, $200 Call 806-669-1901
FOR SALE : double reclining blue love seat $200, couch 

table $50, & TV Stand $75 669-9947
SINGING GROUP: Broken Vessel to sing Wed. Night, 

Jan. 23, Calvary Assembly of God, 1030 Love St. Public 
Invited.

OBITS cont. on page 10

Houston artists
paint MLK mural

HOUSTON (AP) — 
Some artists in Houston 
have combined forces to 
complete a mural salut-
ing slain civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Jr. and 
President Barack Obama.

The Houston Chronicle 
reports the artists worked 
four straight days straight 
to finish the project.

The 44-by-16-foot mu-
ral at an intersection along 
a street named for MLK 
features an image of King 
in front of a U.S. flag. A 
portrait of Obama, his wife 
and their two daughters is 
also part of the artwork.

Artist Reginald Adams, 
who’s president and CEO 
of the Museum of Cul-
tural Arts Houston, says 
he hopes the mural com-
pleted Saturday afternoon 
is the first of dozens in the 
neighborhood.
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The ambulance 
arrived and took 
Mercedes and the baby 
to Pampa Regional 
Medical Center.

Maliah is a healthy 
girl weighing 5 pounds, 
5 ounces and is 18 1/2 
inches long.

Mercedes said 
Monday she was so 
frightened she thought 
she was going to die, 
but became calm when 
the baby came out.

Larrazolo said she 
now has a story to tell 
all her grandchildren.

“To us grandparents, 
this is a blessing from 
God and the baby and 
mother are doing fine,” 
she said.

and “Freedom!” A large 
sign reading “Come and 
Take It” featuring a semi-
automatic weapon where 
a cannon normally would 
sit loomed over the crowd 
as protesters waited for 
the event to begin. 

Richard Mack, a former 
Arizona sheriff and failed 

Texas congressional can-
didate, addressed the 
crowd, criticizing Presi-
dent Obama’s recent gun-
related executive orders, 
calling them unconstitu-
tional and “a joke.”

“If there was any good 
to gun control, it would 
be magic,” Mack said. 
“If you want magic, then 
go to Disneyland or see 
David Copperfield in Las 
Vegas.”

The commissioners will 
consider appropriating 
$84,735 for the lease-
purchase of new mowing 
equipment and $71,687 
for the lease-purchase of 
used mowing equipment 
for the city’s public golf 
course.

Both appropriations 
would be drawn from the 
city’s operating budget.

The Commission will 
also consider amending 
and renewing the city’s 
animal control agreements 
with the cities of Clar-
endon, Groom, Lefors, 
McLean, Skellytown and 
White Deer.

The Commission meets 
at Pampa City Hall, 201 
W. Kingsmill St.

Baby
Continued From Page 1

Rally
Continued From Page 1

City
Continued From Page 1

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Beyonce drew a loud cheer 
from the audience Monday 
even before her impressive 
rendition of the national 
anthem.

The applause started 
when she took her place 
with Jay-Z at the Capitol 
to watch President Barack 
Obama take the oath for 
his second term in office. 
The two stopped to chat 
with the Rev. Al Sharpton.

James Taylor kicked off 
the musical performanc-
es, strumming his guitar 
and singing “America the 
Beautiful.” Kelly Clarkson 
followed with a different 
arrangement of “My Coun-
try ‘Tis of Thee.” Then Be-
yonce was introduced and 
the crowd again roared its 
approval.

Beyonce had a definite 
fan in Supreme Court 
Justice Clarence Thomas, 
who applauded eagerly 
after she finished singing 
the national anthem. She 
offered R&B-esque vocal 
riffs as she sang on and 
the crowd seemed to love 
it, cheering loudly as she 
finished. Clarkson, too, hit 
high notes.

Beyonce may have been 
the star musical attrac-
tion, but she had plenty of 
company from Hollywood 
at the Capitol on Monday. 
Katy Perry and John May-
er sat side-by-side, with 
Perry in an orange-striped 
coat and wide hat, and 
Mayer in dark sunglasses. 
Singer-songwriter Ke$sha 
was there, too.

People flocked to the 
colorful pop star, snap-
ping photos. And Perry did 
the same, taking shots of 
“Girls” actress and daugh-
ter of news anchor Brian 
Williams, Allison Wil-
liams.

Actress Eva Longoria 
was seated on the platform 
outside the Capitol after 
making an appearance at 

a Kennedy Center perfor-
mance Sunday night. Perry 
sang at the children’s con-
cert the night before.

Former Boston Celtics 
great Bill Russell was in 
the crowd, too, along with 
actor Marlon Wayans.

Mexia man gets life in 
prison for killing father 

GROESBECK, Texas 
(AP) — A Central Texas 
man has been sentenced to 
life in prison for the 2011 
fatal shooting of his father 
at the home they shared.

A jury in Groesbeck 
convicted 28-year-old 
Chad Michael Mus-
grove of Mexia of capi-
tal murder in the slaying 
of 54-year-old William 
Doyle Patterson.

KWTX-TV reports a 
woman who also lived at 
the home told investiga-
tors she was abducted by 
Musgrove after the shoot-
ing. The woman says she 
was forced to accompany 
Musgrove to Montgomery 
County before she man-
aged to flee and contacted 
officers.

Mexia police then dis-
covered Patterson’s body. 
Musgrove was later cap-
tured at a residence in 
Panorama Village, about 
40 miles north of Hous-
ton.

Prosecutors did not 
seek the death penalty so 
Musgrove received an au-
tomatic life prison term 
after being convicted last 
week.

Standoff in Killeen 
ends peacefully
KILLEEN, Texas (AP) 
— A standoff at a Central 
Texas residence has end-
ed peacefully with an as-
sault suspect caught and 
neighbors who evacuated 
during the more than 
15-hour siege allowed to 
return home.

Killeen police say the 

incident ended around 5 
a.m. Monday. The man 
faces an assault charge 
against a woman from a 
domestic dispute Sunday 
afternoon. She managed 
to flee and call for help.

Police spokeswoman 
Carroll Smith says offi-
cers were speaking with 
the woman when the man 
threatened to harm him-
self. He allegedly had 
weapons and barricaded 
himself inside the resi-
dence. Neighbors were 
evacuated as a precaution.

Officers spoke with the 
suspect until he was taken 
into custody and trans-
ported to the Killeen City 
Jail. His name and fur-
ther details on the woman 
weren’t immediately re-
leased.

Prince Harry returns 
from Afghanistan

LONDON (AP) — 
Capt. Wales is coming 
home to be Prince Harry 
once again.

The Ministry of De-
fense revealed Mon-
day that the 28-year-old 
prince is returning from 
a 20-week deployment 
in Afghanistan, where 
he served as an Apache 
helicopter pilot with the 
Army Air Corps. It did 
not immediately divulge 
his exact whereabouts.

In interviews conduct-
ed in Afghanistan, the 

third in line to the British 
throne described feeling 
boredom, frustration and 
satisfaction during a tour 
that saw him fire at Tali-
ban fighters on missions 
in support of ground 
troops.

When asked whether he 
had killed from the cock-
pit, he said: “Yea, so lots 
of people have.”

He also spoke of his 
struggle to balance his 
job as an army officer 
with his royal role — and 
his relief at the chance to 
be “one of the guys.”

“My father’s always 
trying to remind me 
about who I am and stuff 
like that,” said Harry, the 
younger son of Prince 
Charles and the late Prin-
cess Diana. “But it’s very 
easy to forget about who 
I am when I am in the 
army. Everyone’s wear-
ing the same uniform and 
doing the same kind of 
thing.”

Stationed at Camp Bas-
tion, a sprawling British 
base in the southern Af-
ghan desert, the prince 
— known as Capt. Wales 
in the military — flew 
scores of missions as a 
co-pilot gunner, some-
times firing rockets and 
missiles at Taliban fight-
ers. “Take a life to save 
a life. That’s what we re-
volve around, I suppose,” 
he said. 

Stars rub shoulders with politicos at inauguration
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After reading “Texas energy indus-
try could be stymied by small grouse” 
(The Pampa News, Wednesday, Jan. 
16), I came away rather groused 
(sorry, couldn’t resist) over the 
misinformation given about the lesser 
prairie chicken. The article from The 
Texas Tribune made me wonder why 
the author wrote such, as if wanting 
the reader to come away with only a 
pro conservation stance regarding the 
little fowl?  

What the article told me is the 
author and The Texas Tribune know 
diddly-squat about what has al-
ready taken place in the matter of 
conservation and protection for the 
bird.  Come next September, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service will decide 
if the fowl is threatened to the point 
that it needs protecting, and, if so, 
place it on the endangered species list.  

If such an act occurs, a whole 
boatload of energy and agriculture 
business on property where the bird 
is known to exist will come to a 
screeching halt.

 One environmentalist per the 
article is proclaiming, “The chicken is 
in serious trouble without protection 
of the Endangered Species Act.” An-
other statement attributed to federal 
Fish and Wildlife folks says, “The 
land area inhabited by chickens has 
shrunk by 84 percent over the last 
century.”  

Mind you, regarding lesser prairie 
chicken habitat, we’re talking about 
not only the Texas Panhandle, but 
Oklahoma, Kansas, New Mexico and 
Colorado. Environmentalists are wor-
ried the area’s growing wind energy 
and renewed oil and gas exploration/
drilling will harm the chickens. They 
soapbox by stating a “key problem is 
that prairie chickens fear tall struc-
tures, where predators like hawks 
can perch and spot them” while 
adding “wind turbines, transmission 
towers and drilling rigs are generally 
the tallest things on the plains.”  

Since my childhood and unashamed 
to aver, I am a very experienced 
birder. I understand everything there 
is no know about the lesser prairie 

chicken and raptors that prey upon 
the fowl.  I can tell you unequivocally 
that a raptor will not be perching on a 
wind turbine or drilling rig. Indeed, a 
raptor will perch sometimes to use it’s 

1,000-times-greater-
than man’s magnifica-
tion eye sight to seek 
out prey from a preci-
pice edge, telephone 
pole/transmission 
tower, occasional tree 
or wind mill. 

For the matter save 
for a precipice, how 
long have those been 
in place around our 
region? A raptor will 

also soar about in the sky to do the 
same, but I can also tell you that 
a raptor’s kill ratio on it’s prey is 
maybe one in five attempts, and lesser 
prairie chickens are not raptors sole 
diet. The environmentalists worry 
over raptors somehow getting an 
“edge” on the lesser prairie chicken 
because of our region’s industry is 
pure bunk.  

 Another point grousing me about 
the article’s inaccuracies is the fol-
lowing. Last spring 2012, a group 
calling themselves the Western 
Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies Grassland Initiative, which 
Texas Parks and Wildlife is a mem-
ber, partnered with an environmental 
concern out of Wyoming called West 
EcoSystems to do a count of lesser 
prairie chickens in the bird’s five 
state habitat. On Oct. 11 the group 
provided their tally, an estimated 
37,170 birds. 

Threatened, endangered? Hard-
ly. This count was achieved by the 
use of low/slow flying aircraft over a 
gridded area covering some 300,000 
square miles.  

Of note, Texas Parks and Wildlife 
has a lesser prairie chicken conser-
vation program called Candidate 
Conservation with Agreement Assur-
ances, or CCAA. TP&W’s mission 
is to sign up as many Panhandle 
landowners as possible where the 
lesser prairie chicken is known to 

exist and contract with the farmer/
rancher to set aside acreage for the 
fowl to continue thriving. 

TP&W will provide all the neces-
sary conservation tools free of 
charge to the landowner. I recom-
mend any Panhandle farmer or 
rancher reading this article who has 
not signed up on TP&W’s CCAA 
Program for the lesser prairie 
chicken to do so. Why? It would be 
a prudent move if the bird is listed 
as endangered because you will be 
working with Texas officials rather 
than those representing federal Fish 
and Wildlife. Prudent because while 
conserving the lesser prairie chicken 
on your property, you will still be 
able to perform your agriculture en-
deavor and reap the rewards of any 
energy royalties. Once the feds show 
up and step in, you will not...

What I can also tell you if the 
feds list the lesser prairie chicken 
as endangered will be a gradual 
decreasein Pampa, Wheeler, Perry-
ton and Canadian of all the thriving 
energy related businesses building 
offices in our region, a reduction 
of energy related workers from 
afar renting hotel/motel space, dining 
at our restaurants, refueling at gas/
diesel stations, purchasing items at 
retail stores — translated as sales tax 
revenue to our cities and counties. 

Energy related royalties 
to landowners and investors 
will abate — all will die a slow 
death while those concerned wait 
for federal government studies to be 
completed where the agriculture and 
energy industry already coexist with 
the lesser prairie chicken.  The Pan-
handle simply cannot afford for the 
lesser prairie chicken to be listed as 
endangered, and The Texas Tribune 
writer should have researched and 
been more accurate in presenting 
both sides of the issue.

Pampa resident Dennis Palmitier 
is a regular contributor to the opin-
ion page on issues that affect Pampa 
and Gray County. He can be reached 
at denpalm1949@yahoo.com.

Prairie chicken can do fine without feds protecting

President Obama and 
Vice President Biden 
gathered their children 
for a photo-op as Obama 
showily signed ex-
ecutive orders to prevent 
future mass shootings. It 
quickly became obvious 
that regulating the enter-

tainment 
media 
wasn’t 
part of his 
solution. 
Politics 
once more 
trumped 
policy.

Holly-
wood not 
only went 

unregu-
lated, it went unmen-
tioned. Biden announced 
that he had met with 
“229 groups from law 
enforcement agencies 
to public health officials 
to gun officials to gun 
advocacy groups to 
sportsmen and hunters 
and religious leaders.”

He also met with Hol-
lywood lobbyists and 
video game manufactur-
ers, but was there anyone 
really expecting those 
meetings to amount 
to anything? After all, 
Biden was reported to 
have “withheld judg-
ment on whether graphic 
games fuel violence” 
when he met the game 
makers, but added, ‘’you 
all know the judg-
ment other people have 
made.’’

Translation: You media 
executives might have 
an image problem. But 
we’re not here to worsen 
it.

Team Obama talked 
about a broad “national 
dialogue” about violence 
after Adam Lanza’s 
suicidal shooting spree. 
Instead, they conducted 
a chummy off-the-record 
dialogue with their 
Hollywood and New 
York media-company 
campaign donors. The 
corporate flacks repeated 
all the usual moth-eaten 
lines to Biden about how 
parents can use their un-
reliable, self-evaluating 
ratings system.

These are lies. And 
that system has never 
worked and will never 
work so long as those re-
sponsible for producing 
this violence continue to 
be in charge of rating it.

Biden’s meeting 
with the entertainment 
industry was a cozy D.C. 
lobbying confab. Guests 
included former Senator 

Chris Dodd, now in Jack 
Valenti’s place at the 
Motion Picture Asso-
ciation; former Senator 
Gordon Smith, now 
heading the National As-
sociation of Broadcast-
ers; former FCC head 
Michael Powell, now 
chief lobbyist for cable 
TV; and an unnamed 
representative from 
Comcast. Let’s just guess 
that’s their chief lobbyist 
David Cohen who hosted 
a $1.2 million fundraiser 
at his home with Obama 
in 2011.

Before he signed his 
executive orders on 
guns, Obama conducted 
his usual mudslinging 
in front of the children. 
“There will be pundits 
and politicians and 
special interest lobbyists 
publicly warning of a 
tyrannical, all-out assault 
on liberty,” he warned. 
“Not because that’s true, 
but because they want 
to gin up fear or higher 
ratings or revenue for 
themselves. And behind 
the scenes, they’ll do 
everything they can to 
block any common-sense 
reform and make sure 
nothing changes whatso-
ever.” He was, of course, 
referring to Fox News.

Do you know who 
wants to make sure 
nothing changes forever, 
and “common sense 
reforms” never surface 
for their own financial 
gain and higher ratings? 
The makers of violent 
TV, movies, music and 
video games. And do 
you know who just won 
re-election by constantly 
soliciting these blood-
and-gore producers like 
a 24-hour ATM? It’s no 
wonder the NRA calls 
Obama an “elitist hypo-
crite.”

Hollywood hasn’t ex-
actly enacted a violence 
moratorium since New-
town. Matthew Philbin 
of the Media Research 
Center reports last week-
end’s top five movies at 
the box office contained 
65 scenes of violence, 
with 185 individual 
victims and 38 of the 65 
scenes depicted gun vio-
lence. That’s leaving out 
“Texas Chainsaw Massa-
cre 3-D,” which led the 
box office receipts the 
previous weekend.

How is this for Hol-
lywood sensitivity: the 
most violent movie of 
the top five was “Gang-

President protects 
Hollywood

If you have kids, you 
most likely prayed hard 
that they would avoid 
drugs and alcohol. Once a 
child becomes intoxicated, 
childhood is over. The 
young person will never 
be the same again.

Thus, a sane society 
discourages substance 
abuse if only to protect 
children. A sane society 
does not put a happy face 
on inebriation.

We are not a sane soci-
ety.

With almost 30 mil-
lion Americans currently 
categorized as “substance 
abusers,” you would think 
that Nancy Reagan’s “Just 
Say No” campaign, which 
launched in 1983, would 
be resurrected. But saying 
no is not what America in 
2013 is all about. Saying 
yes to whatever you want 
to do is the rule of the day.

Washington State and 
Colorado have legalized 
the use of marijuana, 
and many Americans are 
celebrating. As Bob Dylan 
once sang: “Everybody 

must get stoned!” The 
usual excuses are put 
forth: It’s a freedom is-
sue. We can tax the drug 
to generate revenue. It 

will get the 
criminal 
element out 
of it.

But the 
truth is 
that legal-
ized pot (or 
drugs of 
any kind) 
creates 
massive 
unintended 

consequences.
—In Holland, so many 

problems arose from pot 
being sold in “coffee 
shops” that a law banning 
the sale of cannabis to 
“foreigners” was passed. 
It seems the streets of 
Amsterdam, in particular, 
have become saturated 
with stoned people doing 
things outside that should 
be done inside.

—The Netherlands 
recently passed a new law, 
forbidding children from 

smoking pot in school . 
That’s right, some of the 
urchins were getting high 
between classes. One 
teacher told the press it’s 
hard to stop that when pot 
is being sold legally across 
the street where hard-core 
drug addicts buy it and 
then sell it to the kids in 
order to get heroin money.

—In Portugal, they have 
legalized all drugs. The 
result: Drug-related homi-
cides have increased by 40 
percent. Drug overdoses 
are up by 30 percent.

—In Switzerland, drug-
related deaths doubled and 
the health care system was 
overwhelmed after heroin 
was made legal in Zurich. 
The law was rescinded.

But here in the USA, 
we are now bullish on 
pot. Willie Nelson wrote 
a book glorifying the 
drug. Snoop Dogg says 
he wants to teach his kids 
how to smoke reefer. And 
the media in general see 
marijuana as a harmless 
diversion. If you are down 
on pot, you are decidedly 

uncool.
Fine with me. I’ll risk 

the stigma. According to 
the federal government, 
8,400 Americans begin 
using drugs every day, half 
of them under the age of 
18. And 68 percent of folks 
who become addicted to 
drugs begin with mari-
juana. Get the picture?

Celebrate the pot culture 
if you want. But know that 
you are not helping kids by 
taking the high road.

Veteran TV news anchor 
Bill O’Reilly is host of 
the Fox News show “The 
O’Reilly Factor” and 
author of the book “Pin-
heads and Patriots: Where 
You Stand in the Age of 
Obama.” 

To find out more about 
Bill O’Reilly, and read 
features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at 
www.creators.com. This 
column originates on the 
website www.billoreilly.
com.

Celebrating pot culture bad for society
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hotdogs • hamburgers 
sandwiches • stew/cornbread 

beans/cornbread (Wed)
homemade chili 
homemade pies

CONEY ISLAND CAFE
Serving Great Food Since 1933

Thanks to all our loyal 
customers for helping us 
be a part of  downtown 

Pampa for 80 years!

call ahead 
for to-go 
orders  806-669-913711110

114 W. Foster

Neon 
Hoodies

11192

SPECIAL
DELIVERY

111 W. Kingsmill  •  806-665-3036
T-Shirts & More

Neon 
Pink

HURRY IN
Cyber
Pink

Neon 
Orange

Safety 
Green

1 week only

$16.99
119 W. Kingsmill • Pampa, TX

806-688-5372
M-F 10-5:30 p.m.  Sat. 10-4 p.m.

   we have
Vintage Clocks

We have bridal regist�ies 
for Shelly Vinson 

and Rachel Hueston. 
If you are a bride-to-be, 

come in and register.

Come in and see our collection 
of wall & mantle clocks!

r

Shop Pampa!

11244

r

If you are a bride-to-be, 
come in and register.

If you are a bride-to-be, 
come in and register.

If you are a bride-to-be, 

V RoseictorianThe

Come in and see our collection Come in and see our collection 

Tom Margenau
Creator’s Syndicate

If I had the space, I prob-
ably could write a column 
called “The One Thousand 
Most Common Miscon-
ceptions About Social Se-
curity.” I see examples of 
them almost every day in 
the emails I get from my 
readers. Alas, I’ll barely 
have room to cover the top 
ten. This week, I’ll stick to 
the program side of Social 
Security. Next week, I’ll 
go over some of the most 
common policy and politi-
cal misunderstandings. 

Misconception One: So-
cial Security retirement 
benefits are based on your 
last 10 years of earnings. 
Other misunderstandings 
say benefits are based on a 
“high five” or a “last three” 
base of earnings. None are 
true. All retirement benefits 
are based on a person’s 
highest 35 years of earn-
ings -- with each year being 
adjusted for inflation. 

Misconception Two: If 
you work after you start 
getting Social Security, the 
extra taxes you pay will au-
tomatically increase your 
Social Security check. You 
will only get such an auto-
matic increase if your cur-
rent income is higher than 
the lowest of the 35 infla-
tion-adjusted years of earn-
ings used in your original 
computation. 

 Misconception Three: 
You can take reduced ben-
efits at 62 and later switch 
to full benefits on your 
own or a spouse’s record. 
With very few exceptions 
(the major one applying to 
widows), you simply can’t 
do that. If you apply for 
any kind of Social Secu-
rity benefit before age 66, 
you must file for all other 
benefits you are due at the 
same time. But those rules 
change dramatically if 

you wait until 
age 66 to file. 
To understand 
these rules, 
send me an 
email and ask 
for a free digital 
copy of my fact 
sheet, “When to 
Take Your Social Security 
Benefits.”

Misconception Four: 
Working women are cheat-
ed because they cannot 
get their own retirement 
benefit and a wife’s or 
widow’s benefit from their 
husband’s account. I get 
emails almost every day 
from women complain-
ing about this issue. Inter-
estingly, I’ve never once 
heard from a working man 
complaining that he can’t 
get a husband or widower’s 
benefit from his wife’s So-
cial Security record. Sim-
ply put: As a general rule, 
if you are due two benefits 
(and any married person 
who works is potentially 
due benefits from his or 
her own record and from a 
spouse’s account), you only 
get the benefit that pays the 
higher rate. To clarify fur-
ther, you should understand 
that spousal benefits are 
only due to financially de-
pendent wives or husbands.

Misconception Five: 
You must be married for at 
least 10 years to qualify for 
spousal benefits from So-
cial Security. That 10-year 
duration of marriage rule 
applies only to divorced 
spouses. 

Misconception Six: Any 
benefits paid to a divorced 
spouse offset payments due 
to a current spouse. That is 
simply wrong. Social Secu-
rity checks paid to an ex-
spouse have no impact on 
benefits payable to a cur-
rent spouse. They each can 
receive whatever spousal 
benefits they are due.

Misconception Seven: 

Teachers are cheated out of 
Social Security benefits on 
a spouse’s record. This fal-
lacy grows out of a misun-
derstanding of a law called 
the “government pension 
offset.” That law simply 
says that teacher’s pen-
sions (received by teach-
ers in jobs not covered by 
Social Security) will be 
treated like a Social Se-
curity retirement benefit. 
Social Security retirement 
benefits have always off-
set any spousal benefits a 
person might be due. The 
GPO law simply says that 
teacher’s retirement pen-
sions will also offset any 
spousal benefits due. To 
understand this better, send 
me an email and ask for a 
free digital copy of my fact 
sheet, “Pension Offsets and 
Social Security.”

Misconception Eight: 
Social Security disabil-
ity benefits are welfare. 
Where does this idea come 
from? (Actually, I think I 
know, and it’s explained in 
the next paragraph.) Let’s 
look at two people. Joe has 
worked and paid Social 
Security taxes all his life. 
He retires at age 62 and 
gets Social Security retire-
ment benefits. Jack has also 
worked and paid Social Se-
curity taxes all his life. Un-
fortunately, he comes down 
with prostate cancer at age 
58 and starts getting Social 
Security disability benefits. 
Why do so many people 
think Joe is getting a ben-
efit he earned while Jack is 
getting some form of wel-
fare? They are both getting 
Social Security benefits for 
which they have worked 

and paid taxes.
Misconception Nine: 

SSI is some kind of Social 
Security benefit. Supple-
mental Security Income is 
a federal welfare program 
that has nothing at all to do 
with Social Security other 
than the fact that it is man-
aged by the Social Security 
Administration. SSI ben-
efits are funded by general 
tax revenues, not by Social 
Security taxes. SSI pays 
a very small monthly sti-
pend to poor people who 
are over age 65 or who are 
under 65 but disabled. Un-
fortunately, many people 
confuse SSI disability pay-
ments with Social Security 
disability benefits. They 
are two distinct programs. 
The former is a welfare 
payment. The latter is an 
earned benefit.

Misconception Ten: Med-
icaid is part of the Medi-
care program. Just like 
SSI and Social Security, 
Medicaid and Medicare are 
two separate government 
programs. Simply put, 
Medicaid is welfare and 
Medicare is not. To qualify 
for Part A, or hospital cov-
erage, under Medicare, you 
generally must work and 
pay Medicare taxes for at 
least 10 years. And anyone 
over 65 or getting Social 
Security disability benefits 
can buy Part B Medicare 
coverage. Part B pays for 
doctor’s visits, lab tests, 
outpatient hospital services 
and other medical costs. 
You qualify for Medicaid, 
which is as comprehensive 
as both parts of Medicare, 
not because you’ve worked 
and paid taxes, but only be-
cause you are poor.

If you have a Social Security 
question, Tom Margenau has 
the answer. Contact him at 
thomas.margenau@comcast.
net. 

Ten most common misconceptions about SS

SSocial 
Security 
and you

ster Squad.” The end-
ing scene was changed 
since the trailer origi-
nally showed the gang-
sters shooting up a 
theater, which became 
a no-no after the Aurora 
theater shooting. They 
just changed the massacre 
setting.The same hypoc-
risy was proven about 
violent TV. ABC Enter-
tainment President Paul 
Lee proclaimed at TV’s 
winter press tour, “We are 
tremendously sensitive to 
this issue; we think about 
it and talk about it all the 
time. We are storytell-
ers, but we want to make 
sure that the stories we 
tell are done with moral 
integrity.”On the very 
same day Hollywood’s 
lobbyists met with Biden, 

the ABC drama “Scandal” 
carried a graphic three-
minute torture-and-beating 
scene. Viewers saw a 
man being waterboarded, 
his nose being broken 
and his face pounded 
into a bloody mess, with 
blood spattering on the 
walls. This is ABC’s 
idea of “moral integrity.” 
They were so “tremen-
dously sensitive” about 
it that they rated it TV-14 
because eighth-graders ap-
parently wouldn’t find this 
disturbing at all. Obama 
and Hollywood want you 
to know they care deeply 
about the children.

L. Brent Bozell III is the 
president of the Media 
Research Center.

Showing Now!
Friday, January 18 –
Thursday, January 24

The Last Stand (R)
Fri 7:00 9:45
Sat 2:00 4:30 7:00 9:45
Sun 2:00 4:30 7:00
Mon/Thur 7:00 

This is 40 (R)
Fri 7:00 10:00
Sat 2:00 4:30 7:00 10:00 
Sun 2:00 4:30 7:00
Mon/Thur 7:00

Texas Chainsaw (R)
Fri 7:30 10:00
Sat 2:00 4:30 7:30 10:00
Sun 2:00 4:30  7:30
Mon/Thur 7:30

Monsters, Inc. presented 
in realD 3D (G)
Fri 7:15 9:30
Sat 2:00 4:30 7:15 9:30
Sun 2:00 4:30 7:15
Mon/Thur 7:15

www.cinema4pampa.com 
Coronado Shopping Ctr.
688-9192 / 688-9229
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Abortion back on Texas Legislature’s agenda
AUSTIN (AP) — The 

Texas Legislature is back, 
and so are more proposals 
to restrict abortions.

Republican Gov. Rick 
Perry has told lawmak-
ers that he expects more 
anti-abortion laws during 
the 2013 session to work 
toward his goal “to make 
abortion at any stage a 
thing of the past.” Anti-
abortion activists have 
pledged to use every le-
gal means possible to 
make obtaining abortions 
difficult, if not impos-
sible, to obtain.

Last session Perry 
signed into law two 
measures, one requir-
ing doctors to conduct 
trans-vaginal sonograms 
before performing an 
abortion, and another 
banning groups that sup-
port abortion rights from 
participating in state-
funded health programs. 
This year he wants to 
further curtail when a 
woman can have an abor-
tion, a law that courts 
have blocked in Georgia, 

Oklahoma and Arizona.
“We ... need to better 

protect our most vulner-
able citizens, the unborn, 
by expanding the ban on 
abortion to any baby that 
can feel the pain of the 
procedure, and putting 
in place common-sense 
oversights on clinics and 
physicians involved,” 
Perry told lawmakers on 
the opening day of the 
2013 legislative session.

The so-called fetal 
pain bill relies on con-
troversial claims that a 
fetus can feel pain after 
20 weeks of gestation. 
Under current law, states 
can only ban abortions 
after 24 weeks. Women’s 
rights activists point to 
scientific studies that find 
no evidence to support 
the claim. Tarrant County 
Sen. Wendy Davis op-
poses the effort to “chip 
away” at a woman’s right 
to choose.“This bill, 
which is not grounded in 
sound science, represents 
just one more effort to in-
tercede in decisions best 

made by a woman and 
her doctor,” Davis said. 
“Because these so-called 
small government advo-
cates won’t acknowledge 
that a woman’s right to 
choose is the law of the 
land, they’re reduced to 
expanding government 
into women’s health care 
decisions.”

Lawmakers have 
passed similar bills in 
Arizona, Georgia, Loui-
siana, Oklahoma, Kan-
sas, Indiana, Idaho, Ala-
bama and Nebraska. But 
the Oklahoma Supreme 
Court overturned the 
law and federal judges 
in Georgia and Arizona 
have blocked enforce-
ment of the measure 
there. The courts deter-
mined the laws infringe 
on a woman’s civil rights.

Janet Crepps, an at-
torney for the Center for 
Reproductive Rights, 
said the laws are part of 
a national anti-abortion 
strategy.

Facebook

facebook.com/thepampanews

To find Breaking News Briefs, Event 
Photos, and Video Clips.

find us on 



HOBOKEN, N.J. (AP) 
— Irene Sobolov believes 
the first floor of her house 
is just that. The federal gov-
ernment and her insurance 
company say it’s a base-
ment.

The semantics, Sobolov 
has learned, are very expen-
sive.

Sobolov and others whose 
lower-level apartments or 
businesses sustained water 
damage during Superstorm 
Sandy say the property they 
own is being classified as a 
basement, severely limiting 
what is covered under the 
National Flood Insurance 
Program.

“It’s the battle of the 
definitions,” said Sobolov, 
standing on concrete that a 
wood floor once covered. 
She says the damage to 
her home came when the 
sewer overflowed, sending 
a repellent brew of sewage, 
condoms and garbage water 
up through her toilet and 
drain. “No one told us about 
this basement thing.”

The basement classifica-
tion has become a point of 
contention in Hoboken, a 
city of 50,000 across the 
Hudson River from Man-
hattan. Hoboken sustained 
major flooding when the 
Hudson jumped its banks 
and roared into the city dur-
ing Superstorm Sandy, one 
of the strongest storms to 
ever hit the area. 

It is one of the densest cit-
ies in the country, and there 
are about 1,700 below-
ground units that house peo-
ple or businesses, according 
to Mayor Dawn Zimmer.

People whose homes or 
businesses were classified 
as a basement are eligible 
for grants that are part of 
the $50.7 billion Sandy aid 
package approved by the 
House of Representatives 
last week, a spokesman for 
Senator Frank Lautenberg 
said. It is unclear how much 
will be allocated or what the 
rules will be.

While there may be some 
relief coming, the classifica-
tion is leading some to call 
for changes to the National 
Flood Insurance Program, 
saying the basement defini-
tion unfairly punishes peo-
ple who own property in 
cities.

The flood insurance rules 
“do not reflect the reality” 
of urban living, Zimmer 
told Congress last month.

“A store or apartment that 
requires you to walk down 
one or two steps is plain and 
simply not a basement,” 
Zimmer told the Senate 
Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship.

“For many people, that’s 
their primary residence. It’s 
where they have the kitch-
en, the bedroom,” Zimmer 
said in an interview. “It’s 
their home.”

A basement is classified 
as “any area of the build-
ing, including any sunken 
room or sunken portion of 
a room, having its floor be-
low ground level (subgrade) 
on all sides,” according to a 
spokesman for the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency.

Basement flood coverage 
is limited to items including 
central air conditioners, hot 
water heaters and “cisterns 
and the water in them,” ac-
cording to the program’s 
website.

Floors, paneling and most 
personal property in build-
ings classified as basements 
are not covered.

Jersey City resident Pat-
rick Donnelly is suing a 
number of insurance com-
panies, saying he and oth-
ers were denied damage 
claims after Hurricane Irene 
in 2011 and Sandy. A judge 
will decide if the suit can 
move forward as a class ac-
tion.

“We’re seeing situations 
where the insurance com-
pany is denying claims in 
buildings we do not believe 
met the definition of a base-
ment,” said Jeffrey A. Bron-
ster, Donnelly’s lawyer.

Jersey City mayor Jerra-
miah Healy said he thinks 
the lawsuit is a “valid argu-
ment.”

Elsewhere, “traditionally 

a basement is where you 
throw stuff. It’s 8 to 10 feet 
below the ground,” Healy 
said. “Here in Jersey City 
we have a lot of places that 
are ground level or 3 feet 
below. It’s living space.”

Property owners with a 
mortgage are required to 
have federal flood insur-
ance. The policies are is-
sued by private insurance 
companies.

Robert Hunter, director of 
insurance for the Consumer 
Federation of America and 
former federal insurance 
administrator, said insur-
ance is typically calculated 
on the ground level of a 
structure. Anything below 
that is typically classified as 
a basement, he said.

The basement issue rarely 
came up after Hurricane 
Katrina, Hunter said, be-
cause so many Gulf Coast 
homes were built on slabs.

“I’ve been fighting this 
battle for a long time,” 
Hunter said. “I think they’re 
too stringent in how they 
interpreted those basement 
rules.”

Sitting at her kitchen table 
recently, Sobolov looked at 
a bathroom that no longer 
had walls, a sink or a toi-
let. Its door was propped up 
against a wall in her living 
room, a decades-old brown 
sign reading “please keep 
this door closed at all times” 
in both English and Spanish 
hanging from a nail. Previ-
ous owners put the sign on 
the door and added on the 
living room, which was 
deemed a porch by the in-
surance company. 

The floors and bottom of 
the walls are ripped up. The 
back door opens onto a few 
steps up into the backyard.

Sobolov said she is chal-
lenging the assertion that 
her home was flooded be-
cause of her claim that what 
came up through the toi-
let and drain damaged her 
home. But because the in-
surance company declared 
her home flooded, she is 
also fighting the basement 
classification. There was 

about a foot of water and 
sludge in her home.

She and her husband have 
owned the home for 12 
years and pay about $2,500 
a year in flood insurance, 
Sobolov said.

“They collect our money 
for 12 years and only now 
it’s, ‘Oh, I forgot to tell you, 
we don’t cover you?’” she 
asked.

Sobolov received $5,000 
from FEMA, she said, and 
is supposed to get another 
$6,000 under her flood in-
surance. She said she has 
a $250,000 flood insur-
ance policy. Contractors 
estimated the damage will 
cost $60,000 to $80,000 to 
fix. Additionally, many of 
the family’s possessions, 
including the stove, dish-
washer and furniture, were 
destroyed.

A basement, Sobolov 
said, would be an amenity 
in cramped Hoboken.

“How many people in 
Hoboken,” Sobolov asked, 
“have the luxury of having 
a basement in their house?”

Explorer’s rare Scotch 
returned to stash 

SCOTTBASE, Antarc-
tica (AP) — Talk about 
whisky on ice: Three bot-
tles of rare, 19th century 
Scotch found beneath the 
floor boards of Antarctic 
explorer Ernest Shackel-
ton’s abandoned expedi-
tion base were returned to 
the polar continent Satur-
day after a distiller flew 
them to Scotland to recre-
ate the long-lost recipe.

But not even New Zea-
land Prime Minister John 
Key, who personally re-
turned the stash, got a 
taste of the contents of 
the bottles of Mackinlay’s 
whisky, which were redis-
covered 102 years after 
the explorer was forced to 
leave them behind.

“I think we’re all tempted 
to crack it open and have a 
little drink ourselves now,” 
Key joked at a ceremony 
handing over the bottles 
to Antarctic Heritage Trust 

officials at New Zealand’s 
Antarctic base on Ross Is-
land.

The whisky will be trans-
ferred by March from Ross 
Island to Shackelton’s 
desolate hut at Cape Royds 
and replaced beneath the 
restored hut as part of a 
program to protect the leg-
acy of the so-called heroic 
era of Antarctic explora-
tion from 1898 to 1915.

Bottled in 1898 after the 
blend was aged 15 years, 
the Mackinlay bottles 
were among three crates of 
Scotch and two of brandy 
buried beneath a basic 
hut Shackleton had used 
during his dramatic 1907 
Nimrod excursion to the 
Antarctic. The expedition 
failed to reach the South 
Pole but set a record at 
the time for reaching the 
farthest southern latitude. 
Shackelton was knighted 
after his return to Great 
Britain.

Shackelton’s stash was 
discovered frozen in ice by 
conservationists in 2010. 
The crates were frozen 
solid after more than a cen-
tury beneath the Antarctic 
surface.

But the bottles were 
found intact — and re-
searchers could hear the 
whisky sloshing around 
inside. Antarctica’s minus 
22 Fahrenheit (-30 Cel-
sius) temperature was not 
enough to freeze the liquor.

The bottles remained 
unopened as they were 
returned Saturday — if 
Shackelton couldn’t have a 
dram, no one could — but 
their contents nevertheless 
formed the basis for a re-
vival of the blend.

Distiller Whyte & Mack-
ay, which now owns the 
Mackinlay brand, char-
tered a private jet to take 
the bottles from the Antarc-
tic operations headquarters 
in the New Zealand city of 
Christchurch to Scotland 
for analysis in 2011.
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in the next 
American Profile

Turf Titans
Behind every Super Bowl is a crew of all-star 

groundskeepers, like Ed Mangan George Toma, 
who are working together to ensure an ideal 

playing field at the Superdome in New Orleans 
for Super Bowl XLVII.

Find us Follow us Visit us

americanprofile.com

Brought to you by 

Pampa Regional Medical Center

11506

11057

Est. 1980

700 W Foster  .  665-4241 Mon - Fri 9-6 Sat 10-2

Now Installing
NAV-TV’s Barracuda 
is a multi-purpose 
plug-and-play 
interface that 
supports DVD video 
in motion, navigation 
destination entry, 

Come by and see 
if we have just 
what you need!

Onstar and Bluetooth operation, satellite radio 
category scrolling, DVD menu control, forced 
rear view camera and FLIR night vision or baby 

camera viewing WHILE IN MOTION!

Nominations for

Citizen of The Year
and

Business of The Year
have begun

Forms may be picked up at the Chamber Office

Nominations are due by January 31, 2013

Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards Banquet

Citizen & Business of The Year
Tuesday, February 26, 2013

7:00 pm 
MK Brown Auditorium

Heritage Room

You can pick up Nomination 
Forms at the Chamber Office

200 N. Ballard
or request to have them 

mailed or emailed to you.

• •

Lynn Allison
Loyd Waters

George Bullard
1200 N. Hobart

Pampa, TX 79065
www.billallisonauto.com

Pampa woman 
arrested for DWI
3rd charge or more
n 51-year-old Tracy 

Renee Evans, Pampa, 
was arrested Sunday by 
the DPS for driving while 
intoxicated — third 
charge or more.
n 28-year-old Jessica 

Lizette Avon, Delano, 
Calif., was arrested Fri-
day by the Gray County 
Sheriff’s Office for bond 
forfeiture — possession 
of controlled substance 
with intent to delivery.
n 19-year-old Jacob 

Aaron Johnson, Pampa, 
was arrested Saturday by 
the Pampa Police Depart-
ment for capias pro fine 
— speeding and failure 
to appear.
n 32-year-old Joshua 

Adam Ramos, Waynoka, 
Okla., was arrested Sat-

urday by the DPS for 
bond forfeiture — failure 
to appear,possession of 
marijuana under 2 ounc-
es.
n 34-year-old Christi-

na Maria Carbajal, Pam-
pa, was arrested Sunday 
by the PPD for capias pro 
fine — no drivers license.
n 26-year-old Tracy 

Michelle Sherman, Pam-
pa, was arrested Sunday 
by the PPD for capias pro 
fine — no drivers license 
and displaying expired 
registration.
n 43-year-old Kermit 

Kenneth Hartley, Pampa, 
was arrested Sunday by 
the Pampa Fire Marshal 
for criminal mischief 
over $50 and under $500.

Superstorm challenges definition of basement in NJ
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FURNITURE
 665-1623 •1415 N. HobartP

ro
ud

ly
 s

er
vi

ng
 P

am
pa

 s
in

ce
 1

93
2

MON-SAT 9 AM TO 5:30 PM

6 MONTHS NO INTEREST
FINANCING WITH APPROVED CREDIT

11018

Storewide savings up to 70% off

Texas Furniture

✵  ✵  ✵  ✵  ✵  ✵  ✵  ✵  ✵  ✵  ✵  ✵

Sealy “Renforth” Plush

SEALY
Twin

Mattress
Sets

Ashley
5 pc.
room 
group

recliners

Ashley Sofas

Buy one…
Get one FREE $299

$999

$349 • 
$399

$299 • 
$399

$299 $379
$399

$1099

1/2 PRICE

Ashley SofasAshley SofasAshley SofasAshley Sofas
$499 and $599

TWIN 
SETS

FULL 
SETS

QUEEN SETS

now
as 

low 
as

sleep better tonight

wide-screen
TV 

consoles

Ashley
sectionals

as low as

select group of
decorative accessories

January Clearance

reclinersreclinersrecliners

$499 and 499 and 499 and $$599599

plush, comfortable

sofa, loveseat
three tables

IN STOCK
NOW…

READY FOR
IMMEDIATE

XPRESS
DELIVERY!

room room 
groupgroup

Ashley SofasAshley Sofas
sofa, loveseatsofa, loveseatsofa, loveseat

RECLINER CLEARANCE

La-Z-Boy
Lane

Ashley

original retail $599 • $699 • $799

11056b

Bring in any LOCAL
competitor’s oil change ad
for $3 OFF your oil change

806-669-1117

• Auto Lockout • Pickup/Delivery 
• Full Detail Service

n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n

300 N. Hobart
Hours: Mon–Fri 7-6; Sat 8-3

n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n  n

The following is a list of 
support groups that meet 
regularly each week in 
Pampa. 

Information for each 
meeting is submitted to 
The Pampa News office 
and may not be complete-
ly updated or accurate. 

Please notify the news-
room if a change is neces-
sary. 

The Pampa News wel-
comes all submitted ma-
terials for area support 
groups. Please include the 
meeting time, date and lo-
cation and, if applicable, 
provide a contact number 
for each group.

n Victims of domestic 
violence and sexual as-
sault, meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursdays, and at 2 p.m., 
Fridays, at the Tralee Cri-
sis Center, 308 S. Cuyler 
St. For more info, call the 
Center at 806-669-1131.

n Narcotics Anony-
mous — The Pampa 
Group meets at 7:30 
p.m., Tuesdays, and at 6 
p.m., Saturdays, at 805 
N. Gray St. Narcotics 
Anonymous — Rufe 
Jordan Unit also meets 
at 6 p.m., Mondays, and at 
5:30 p.m., Wednesdays, at 
1992 Hilton Road.

n Diabetics Support 
meets at 7 p.m. on the 

second Thursday of each 
month in the Pampa Re-
gional Medical Center 
cafeteria. For more info, 
contact Cynthia Ackley at 
806-663-5504.

n Cancer Support 
meets at 1 p.m. on the 
fourth Tuesday of each 
month in the Pampa Re-
gional Medical Center 
cafeteria. For more info, 
contact Beth Kean at 806-
359-4673. Ext. 235.

n Alcoholics Anony-
mous  Open Door Club 
meets daily at noon and 8 
p.m. at 910 W. Kentucky 
Ave. Al-Anon meets at 
noon on Mondays. For 
more information, call 
665-9072.

n Pampa Caregiver 
Support meets at the 
Pampa Nursing Center on 
1321 W. Kentucky Ave. 
at 6 p.m. on the second 
Tuesday of each month. 
For more information call 
806-669-2551.

n Accolade Home Care 
sponsors a Parkinson’s 
Support Group the sec-
ond Thursday of each 
month at 6 p.m. The group 
meets at Accolade at 1313 
N. Hobart St. For more 
information, call Lindsey 
Been at 665-9700 or 324-
3230.

Area support groups
LAS CRUCES, N.M. (AP) — A 

drop box where Las Cruces resi-
dents could leave utility payments 
has been replaced after the previous 
one was damaged by human feces.

The Las Cruces Sun-News re-
ports that the new drop box in a 
city-owned parking lot near City 
Hall was up this week and residents 
started submitting payments again.

Authorities say the old drop box 
was destroyed in November after 
someone apparently defecated in 
the receptacle. City officials say 
around 50 to 100 payments had to 
be voided because city staff mem-

bers couldn’t safely retrieve those 
bills and payments without poten-
tial health risks.

City Manager Robert Garza says 
city officials considered discontinu-
ing the drop-box payment option 
but decided to bring it back with 
new lighting and a security camera.

Sheriff: Calif. burglar  
was using sauna 

SAN ANDREAS, Calif. (AP) — 
Authorities in Northern California 
say a man arrested in nothing but a 
trench coat and socks after a break-in 
told investigators he had been using 

the homeowner’s sauna.
Calaveras County sheriff’s depu-

ties arrested 49-year-old Robert Lon-
don this week after they responded 
to a report of a burglary at a home in 
San Andreas. He pleaded not guilty 
Thursday to charges of burglary and 
possession of stolen property.

Sheriff’s Sgt. Chris Hewitt says ar-
riving deputies found the homeown-
er on top of a nearly naked London 
on the driveway.

The homeowner said he discov-
ered London going through his 
kitchen cabinets and chased him out 
the door.

N.M. utility drop box destroyed by feces replaced

JUNEAU, Wis. (AP) — 
Two dancers at an exotic 
club in Juneau have been 
cited after they allegedly 
brawled over a dollar bill.

A Post-Crescent of Ap-
pleton report says one of 
the women is pregnant.

Dodge County deputies 
say they were called to 
Silk Exotic last week to 
break up a fight. They say 
it started when a customer 
tried to give a dollar to one 
of the dancers but the other 
dancer took it.

The sheriff’s report says 
both women began to 
brawl. 

They tussled on the floor, 
punching, slapping and 
pulling each other’s hair. 
Other dancers and custom-
ers separated the two.

Both women were cited 
for disorderly conduct.

Man arrested after 
urinating on building 

PAW PAW, Mich. (AP) 
— A western Michigan 
man released from jail 
found himself in custody 
again after urinating out-
side the sheriff’s depart-
ment.

Van Buren County au-
thorities say the 42-year-
old Holland man appeared 
at the sheriff’s office to 
bail out a friend early Sat-
urday. 

The man instead joined 
his buddy behind bars af-
ter a deputy looked out the 
window and saw him uri-
nating on the building.

The man was drunk and 
told the deputy that he 
simply couldn’t hold it. 

He was arrested for dis-
orderly conduct.

Just three hours earlier, 
he had been released from 
the Ottawa County jail. 
The man’s name was not 
released.

Dallas DA: Texas should 
pass racial justice act

DALLAS (AP) — The 
Dallas prosecutor who 
built a reputation for free-
ing wrongfully convicted 
inmates says he has a new 
idea to advance criminal 
justice reform: a state-
wide bill that would allow 
defendants to appeal con-
victions and sentences on 
the basis of race.

Dallas County District 
Attorney Craig Watkins 
said in a recent interview 
that he wants Texas to 
consider a racial justice 
act. 

He says an act might 
allow defendants to in-
troduce different forms 
of evidence to argue their 
prosecutions or sentence 
were influenced in some 
way by race.

He says it’s an issue of 
fairness for all.

But in a Legislature that 
could be one of the most 
conservative in history, 
it’s unclear whether such 
an idea would have sup-
port.

Two states have passed 
racial justice acts.

Two dancers at Wisconsin 
exotic club brawl over $1
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Tay’s Mighty Wash
515 W. Foster

We offer:
• Automatic drive-thru and 3 self-service bays

• RV and truck bay (the only one in town)

• New Air Shammee (great for motorcycles and cars) in 
each self-serve bay

• Commercial accounts available with monthly billing— 
we post pay by company which can then distribute 
cards to drivers or give them a pin # to use.

• Clean car club—$29.99/month. Quick, no hassle. 
Add a car for $10.99. No more fumbling around for 
change! Call 806-662-4909 or 806-669-0888.

• New and updated equipment

• Surveillance system and well lit at night for your safety

• Check facebook or tune in to KGRO for specials

• Automatic touchless car wash – high pressure gets 
your vehicle “mighty wash clean”

• 4 washes to choose from ($6, $7, $8 and $9) with 
wheel scrub.

• 7 day rain guarantee (with receipt)

Come give us a try!
We take credit and debit cards at each bay 

and automatic wash. Self-serve bays 
now take $1 and $5 bills to start.

Thank you for your business!
Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.

10998

Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.Kevin and Jan Hucks invite you to try our wash.
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In loving memory of
Tyler Brant “Tay” Hucks



SALT LAKE CITY 
(AP) — A juice bar that 
charges liberals $1 more 
than conservatives says 
those on the political left 
are happy to oblige in the 
Utah oil town of Vernal 
- “all three of them,” the 
owner jokes.

But wait. Do conser-
vatives favor almond 
milk with blended avo-
cado?

Yes, says George 
Burnett, a conserva-
tive who happens to 
be a fitness nut and a 
fan of healthy food. 
Weeks after he opened 
the I Love Drilling 
Smoothie & Juice Bar, 
he’s listing one price 
for conservatives and 
$1 more for liberals, 
whom he blames for 
many of the country’s 
problems.

“At my prices, it’s 
still a good deal. But 
those who believe in 
big government and 
reckless spending cost 
all of us. So I should 
charge them more,” 
Burnett said Wednes-
day.

Skeptics on the 
shop’s Facebook page 
point out that Vernal, 
population around 
9,000, has few liberals, 
so Burnett has little to 
lose by charging them 
more, winning the loy-
alty of roughnecks and 

“raking in the dough.” 
The shop was devoid 
Wednesday of any liber-
al customers who could 
offer a rebuttal. Burnett 
and a son acknowledged 
they were stripping 
comments by liberals 
from their shop’s Face-
book page.

“Isn’t this a form of 

discrimination — what 
if they charged Asians or 
Indians more?” Stephen 
Borton, one of Vernal’s 
few Democrats, told The 
Associated Press. “This 
is dinosaur land. We get 
people from all over the 
world, and this is the 
wrong kind of public-
ity.”

City Commission  
meetings

The Pampa City Com-
mission meets at 4 p.m. 
the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month. 
The meetings are held 
on the third floor of City 
Hall.

School board meetings
The Pampa Indepen-

dent School District board 
meets at 6 p.m. on the 
third Thursday of each 
month. Check The Pampa 
News for meeting loca-
tions.

County Commission 
meetings

The Gray County Com-
mission meets at 9 a.m. on 
the 15th and 30th of each 
month. If the date falls on 
a Saturday, the meeting 
will be held on Friday. If 
the date falls on a Sunday, 
the meeting with be held 
on Monday. The meetings 
are held on the second 
floor of the Gray County 
Courthouse.

Meredith House 
presents live music

Meredith House, an 
assisted-living facility at 
812 W. 25th Ave., has a 
band performing at 6:30 
p.m. every Tuesday and 
Saturday night. Join them 
for Western music, gospel 
and the classics. For more 
information, call 806-
665-5668.

Jam sessions 
every Friday night

The Woody Guthrie 
Folk Music Center has a 
jam sessions every Friday 
night starting at 6:30 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome to 
play or listen. The center 
is located at 320 S. Cuyler 
St. For more information, 
call 806-664-0824.

Pampa Pride  
religion section

The Pampa News will 
publish multiple special 
sections in the paper on 
March 29. One of those 
sections is the religion 
section. To have your 
church featured, please 
contact the paper. 

Send us a story and/or 
picture about your church 
or bring it by the paper. 
Submissions must be re-
cieved by Jan. 31. For 
more information, call 
669-2525.

Pampa Pride
 The Pampa News will 

publish multiple special 
sections in a paper on 
March 29. Send us a story 
and/or picture you want 
featured. 

You may also bring the 
story to the paper. Sub-
missions deadlines vary 
by section. Please get the 
stories in ASAP to in-
crease the chances of the 
story being included. For 
more information, call 
669-2525. 

Desk & Derrick Club 
to meet tonight

The Desk & Derrick 
Club will meet at 6:30 
p.m. tonight at the Pampa 
Country Club. The speak-
er for the dinner meeting 
is Keith Demetriades, fi-
nancial advisor with Ed-
ward Jones. The cost of 
the meal is $15 and guests 
are welcome. Reserva-
tions should be made with 
Carol Cofer at 669-3108 
or bcdc2527@sbcglobal.
net by noon, Monday. The 
met recently to elect of-
ficers for 2013. They are: 
President Terresa Snow, 
Vice-President Linda 
Slaybaugh, Secretary 
Carol Cofer, Treasurer Es-
ther McAdoo, Directors 
Norma Briden and Elaine 
McDowell and Immedi-
ate Past President Rae 
Bagley. 

Clarendon enrollment 
open until Jan. 25
Enrollment to Clarendon 
College is open until Jan. 
25. To enroll visit the 
college or contact Aaron 
Lopez.For more informa-
tion or to enroll contact 
Lopez at 665-8801 ext. 
2007 or email him at 
aaron.lopez@clarendon-
college.edu. 

Poetry reading Jan. 26
Local area poets will 

hold an open Poetry Read-
ing at Lovett Memorial 
Library on Jan. 26. The 
following poets will be 
reading: Virginia Yates, 
Panhandle; Gaye Robi-
son, Pampa; and Gloria G. 

Bowen, Pampa. Any other 
poets who wish to read, 
please contact Bowen at 
669-1942 or 663-0448.

Chamber citizen, 
business of year 
nominations

The Pampa Chamber of 
Commerce is now seek-
ing nominations for the 
Pampa Citizen of the Year 
and Business of the Year 
for 2012.Forms may be 
picked up at the chamber 
office, 200 N. Ballard St., 
or by sending an email to 
admin@pampachamber.
com. Nominations must 
be in to the chamber office 
by 5 p.m. on Jan. 31.

The winners will be 
announced at the annu-
al awards banquet at  7 
p.m., Tuesday Feb. 26, at 
the M.K. Brown Memo-
rial Auditorium Heritage 
Room. The cost is $25 per 
person and tickets can be 
purchased at the chamber.

Sweetheart Social 
planned on Valentine’s 
Day

The Meredith House is 
celebrating its community 
sweethearts at 2 p.m. on 
Valentine’s Day.  All visi-
tors will have a chance to 
win a grand prize and join 
them as they crown the 
Meredith House King and 
Queen. RSVP by Feb. 11 
by calling 665-5668.

Editor’s note: Email 
submissions to thowsare@
thepampanews.com. Sub-
missions should be 100 
words or less and writ-
ten in the third person.  
Please include the title 
of the event, the date and 
time, physical address, the 
admission cost or whether 
it is a free event and a con-
tact number and/or email 
address for the public.
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CULBERSON-STOWERS
www.culbersonautos.com

805 North Hobart Street    806-665-1665

Jonathon 
Taylor

11311

CULBERSON’s 
Hometown Spotlight

 Culberson Stowers is proud to welcome 
Jonathan Taylor. He is a 2011 Pampa 
High School Graduate.  His parents are 
Michael Taylor that works at National 
Oil Well-Varco and Tabitha Mathias who 
works at Amarillo College.
 Jonathan has been at Culberson for 
4 months. He will begin his ASEP pro-
gram (automotive service educational 
program) at New Mexico Jr. College in 

Hobbs, NM. After completion of this program, he will 
have received an Associate Degree in Applied Science and will be GM Certified 
& ASE Certified. When asked why he chose this career, he said, “ “I am good at 
working with my hands. I enjoy taking things apart and putting it back together.”  
 “We are really excited about Jonathan starting here. He is a local young man 
with a lot of enthusiasm. He seems to be a hard worker and willing to learn. He 
is a great addition to our technician crew” says Richard Stowers, owner of the 
Culberson Stowers.

When you bring in your vehicle, be sure to look for Jonathon, 
he just might be working on your car or truck.

1601 W. Kentucky, Pampa TX | www.ClarendonCollege.edu

Unleash Your Potential!

Register Now For  
Spring 2011. 

Spring 2011 Registration and Testing
Monday, January 17

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m.

Classes start Tuesday, January 18.
 

A complete schedule of classes is available on our 
website, www.ClarendonCollege.edu.

Stop by or call us at 806-665-8801.

Unleash Your Potential!

Wind Energy Program

11132

ARE YOU LOOKING
FOR A NEW CAREER?
Are you are interested in becoming a 
Correctional Offi cer for the prison?

 
Clarendon College Pampa Center and the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice (TDCJ), will be doing interviews and training here 
in Pampa.
 
Interviews will be at the Jordan Unit on January 17th  and 31st at 
7:30 am.  The Training Academy is scheduled to begin in February 
at Clarendon College Pampa Center.
 
To schedule an interview (screening), please call Christy at 806-
665-8801.

600 N. Ward • Pampa, Texas • 806-665-2323

Visits us at www.Carmichael-Whatley.com

If you are having problems with the Obituary Alert System - 
Please call or email us with your name and information.

Please add carmichaelwhatley@fhsites to your address book, contacts or Safe Senders 
list to be sure that emails from our funeral home do not end up marked as Spam or Junk.

Providing funeral services to 
area families for 3 generations!

10983

www.cabnoiecu.org

Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-5

Drive-Up Hours:
Mon-Fri 7:30-6

11241

EMPLOYEES
C A B O T 

& 
N OIC

RE D I T  U N I ON

Together Forever
Just got even better

806-665-0847

Tell your 
friends to 

join our 
family.

CHIEF PLASTICS
PIPE & SUPPLY INC.
1237 S BARNES • PAMPA, TEXAS
806.665.6716 OR 800.649.6716

Toilets: Regular Bowl 
Novara Round Toilet
Complete toilet includes tank and bowl, toilet
seat wax bowl ring, floor screw kit.
12” Rough In. Bowl is 14-3/4” height. 
Round Front reverse trap operation
50383020 Novara
• Toilet-In-A-Box, Novara, White

Toilets: Elongated Bowl 
Jupiter II Toilet
Ultra low flush. Excellent flushing performance
6 liters per flush.  2” Trapway. 12” Roughend.
33-1/2” Height. Meets handicapped height
Requirements. Height from floor to bowl rim 17”
50161020 Simone
• Toilet-In-A-Box, Ada, White

21240 S BARNES • 806.669.2755

CHIEF PLASTICS
9836

$59.95

$94.99

Community Calendar
ThePampa NEWS

Got A

Hot TIP?
Call 669-2525

Juice bar taxes liberals $1 extra



W. A. “Bill” Smith
W. A. “Bill” Smith, 82, died 

Jan. 18, 2013 in Pampa. Servic-
es were at 2 
p.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 
21, 2013 
at First 
B a p t i s t 
C h u r c h , 
with the 
Rev. Barry 
O w e n s , 
a s soc ia t e 
pastor, of-
f ic ia t ing . 
Burial will 
follow in 

F a i r v i e w 
C e m e t e r y 

under the 
direction 
of Car-
michael-
Wha t l ey 
F u n e r a l 
Directors.

M r . 
S m i t h 
was born 
Oct. 3, 
1930 in 
Seminole 
C o u n t y , 

Okla. He was a veteran of the 
U.S. Air Force, serving during 
the Korean Conflict. He had 
been a resident of Pampa since 
1952. He married Sue Coleman 
on March 12, 1955. He worked 
for Celanese Chemical Co. in 
the accounting department for 
35 years. He retired in 1992 as 
senior payroll clerk. Bill was a 
longtime member of First Bap-
tist Church and was the chair-
man of the counting committee. 
He was an avid golfer and hunt-
er.  One of his special memories 
was when he went to Russia on 
a mission trip with First Baptist 
Church. He was a loving father, 
grandfather and great-grandfa-
ther, and he will be missed. Bill 
was preceded in death by his 
parents: Edmond A. Smith and 
Rose L. Griffin. Survivors in-
clude a daughter: Julie Collins 
and husband Bruce of Amarillo; 
three sons: Terry Smith and wife 
Liz of Amarillo, Steve Smith of 
Pampa, and Chris Smith of Ar-
lington; seven grandchildren: 
April Ward and husband Dane, 
Adam Rodgers, Andy Rodgers, 
Riordan Hill, Alex Collins and 
Matthew Collins, all of Amaril-
lo, and Nathan Smith of Pampa; 
two great-grandchildren: Pres-
ley Jade Ward and Jackson Dane 
Ward, both of Amarillo; three 
sisters: Florence Farriell, Edna 
Dudley and Estella Dalrymple; 
and a brother: Bob Smith. Me-
morials may be made to First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 621, 
Pampa, Texas 79066-0621. The 
family will be at 2721 Navajo in 
Pampa.

Sign the online register at  
Carmichael-whatley.com.

Virginia Lee Tabor
Virginia Lee Tabor, 84, of 

A m a r i l l o 
died Jan. 
19, 2013. 
Funeral ser-
vices will 
be held at 3 
p.m., Tues-
day, Jan. 
22, 2013 
at Hillside 
A m a r i l l o 
South, 6901 
South Bell 
with Pastor 
Craig Al-

bracht and Roger Arnold offici-
ating. Interment will be in Llano 
Cemetery. Arrangements are by 
Schooler Funeral Home, 
4100 S. Georgia.

Virginia was born Dec. 
30, 1928 in Blackwell, 
Okla. to Edgar and Alma 
Giddens. She and her 
family moved to Pampa 
in 1932 where she grew 
up and graduated from 
Pampa High School. Vir-
ginia married Jackie Ta-
bor on Feb. 28, 1948, 
they made Pampa their 
home until 1967 when 
they moved to Perryton. 
She and Jackie moved to 
Amarillo in 2009. Virginia 
loved spending time with 
her children, grandchil-
dren, and great grandchil-
dren. She was a member at 
Hillside Amarillo South, 
where she loved to sing, 
see her church friends, and 

praise her Lord. Virginia was 
a loving mother, sister, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, 
great-great grandmother, and a 
friend who was loved by all and 
will be dearly missed. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband Jackie Tabor, a son 
in law, Larry Bailey, a grandson, 
Travis Kuykendall, and three 
brothers, Eddie Giddens, Jimmy 
Giddens, and Wayne Giddens.

Virginia is survived by her 
daughters, Susan Bailey of Ama-
rillo, Cindy Lewis and husband 
Richard of Amarillo, and Carol 
Anderson and husband Daric of 
San Angelo, a son, Gary Don 
Tabor and wife Sheila of Pampa, 
a sister, Sarah McKee and hus-
band Roy of Midland, and her 
sister in law June Hendrickson 
of Fritch, and her grandchil-
dren, Laura Weddle and husband 
Bryan, Chad Padgett and wife 
Debbie, Ashley Pshigoda, Aus-
tin Pshigoda and Felicia Walton, 
Jason Pshigoda and wife Barb, 
Cody Gift, Justin Pshigoda and 
wife Jessica, Blake Gift and wife 
Cristina , Joshua Tabor and wife 
Jahz, Jessica Tabor, James Ta-
bor, Tracie Lewis, Chris Lewis 
and wife Jamie, and Scott Lewis 
and wife Yvonne, Her Great 
Grandchildren, Erin Weddle, 
Everett Weddle, Meagon Reyn-
olds, Braden Padgett, Ashton 
Padgett,  Sheridan Padgett, 
Jordyn Pshigoda, Grant Psh-
igoda, Averi Pshigoda, Sydney 
Walton, Sean Walton, Savanna 
Pshigoda, Laila Pshigoda, Ellie 
Pshigoda,  Gabriel Lewis, Jacob 
Lewis, Jetta Lewis, Talon Lewis, 
Eryn Calderon, Isis Kuykend-
all, Bradley Kuykendall, Hanna 
Kuykendall, Zachary Gift, Mad-
ison Gift, and Phillip Gift, One 
great-great-grandchild Sammy 
Calderon and several nieces and 
nephews.

The family will receive friends 
Monday, Jan. 21, 2013 from 6 to 
8 p.m. at the funeral home. 

Family suggests memorials 
be made to Hillside Amarillo 
South, 6901 South Bell, Ama-
rillo, Texas 79109. 

Please sign our online guest 
register at  Schoolerfuneral-
home.com.

Mona Marie  
Yearwood

Mona Marie Yearwood, 86, 
died Jan. 19, 
2013 in Am-
arillo, Texas. 
G r a v e s i d e 
services were 
at 2 p.m. 
M o n d a y , 
Jan. 21, 2013 
at Memory 
G a r d e n s 
C e m e t e r y, 
with the Rev. 
Jim Fox, In-
t e g r a C a r e 
H o s p i c e 
C h a p l a i n , 
officiating. 

Arrangements are under the di-
rection of Carmichael-Whatley 
Funeral Directors. Mrs. Year-
wood was born Sept. 22, 1926 
in Newalla, Okla. Mona married 
Ferrell Yearwood on June 28, 
1949 in Pampa. He preceded her 
in death on Nov. 23, 2006. Mona 
has been a resident of 
Pampa since 1949. 
She was a member 
of the Hobart Baptist 
Church. Survivors 
include her daugh-
ter: Carol Elaine 
Carroll of Amarillo; 
three grandchildren: 
Shonda Steward 
and husband Jeff of 
Amarillo, Bobby 
Carroll and wife Me-
lissa of Perryton and 
Lindsay Lopez and 
husband Juan of Am-
arillo; and six great-

grandchildren: Landen Turner, 
Christian Turner, Baileigh Lo-
pez and Jeremiah Lopez all of 
Amarillo, Macey Carroll and Ri-
ley Carroll both of Perryton; and 
a special friend whom she loved 
as a daughter: Lana Vencill of 
Amarillo.

Memorials may be made to 
IntegraCare Hospice, 2007 S. 
Coulter St., Amarillo, Texas 
79106 or Hobart Baptist Church, 
1100 W. Crawford, Pampa, Tex-
as 79065.

Sign the online register at  
Cww.carmichael-whatley.com. 

Ridge Allen Clay
Ridge Allen Clay, 25 of Kings-

ton, Okla., passed away Thurs-
day, Jan. 17, 
2013 in the 
Brooks ide 
N u r s i n g 
Center, Ma-
dill, Okla. 
He was born 
on Sept. 
13, 1987 
in Pampa 
to JoAnna 
R u s s e l l 
S l a t t o n . 
Ridge was 

raised in Borger, Texas, and the 
surrounding areas.   In 2001 he 
moved to Kingston where he at-
tended the Kingston school. 

Ridge was a member of the 
Enos Baptist Church and he en-
joyed listening to country music, 
loved his sisters and rocking in 
his rocking chair.                     

He is survived by his mother: 
JoAnna (Jodie) and step dad, 
Chris Slatton, Kingston, Okla.

Sisters: Sabrina and Macy Slat-
ton, Kingston, Okla. Grandpar-
ents: Mark and Laqueta Russell, 
Skellytown, Texas. Uncles: Matt 
Russell, Stinnett, Texas; Darin 
Russell, Denton, Texas, and sev-
eral cousins.

Ridge was preceded in death 
by his grandparents.

  Visitation will be Sunday at 
Watts Funeral Home, Kingston 
from 1 to 9 p.m. with a family 
hour from 6 to 8 p.m.  Services 
will be Monday, Jan. 21, 2012, 
at 2 p.m. at the Enos Baptist 
Church, Enos, Okla.  Ronny 
White will officiate the services. 
Interment will be at the Willis 
Cemetery, Willis, Okla.  

Services will be under the di-
rection of Watts Funeral Home, 
Madill, Okla. Condolences may 
be sent to wattsfuneralhome.
com.

Casket Bearers: Darin Rus-
sell, Matt Russell, Luke Russell, 
Kurt Russell, Eric Pershica and 
Sonny Pershica. Honorary Bear-
ers: Kingston High School girls 
basketball and softball teams.
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• Se Habla Español
• Master/Visa Card Accepted
• In-house Financing Available

Discounts if paid in cash

• Furniture 
• Appliances
• Electronics
• Home Stereo
• DVD/Blue Ray
• Mattresses 

Pampa’s Source of Excellence 

in Home Furnishings

11107

Mon-Sat 9-5 801 W. Francis • Pampa
665-3361

WITH US!
EVERYTHING 

In Stock is 

ON SALE

Milton David Roofi ng

10034

Call Today For Your Free Estimate
806-665-7575

þ Free Estimates and Inspection

þ New Roof Installation and
 Reroofi ng

Honesty is the best image.

•Oil Change
•State Inspection
•Tires
•General Maintenance
•Tune-Ups

7396

Pick-up & Drop-off Service Provided

806-688-0042
1203 N. Hobart • South End of Coronado Center

Allison 
Quality Quick Lube

•Oil Change •AC Service Repair
•Electrical
•CV Joints
•Shocks
•Belts & Hoses

JESSICA WHITELY PHOTOGRAPHY
721 W. Kingsmill • (806) 662-6104 • www.imagesbyjessica.com

Precious Memories make Precious Gifts
2115
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Texas couple with 2 kids 
on old bus make progress

SPLENDORA, Texas (AP) 
— Home for a Southeast Texas 
family is still an old school bus 
with no engine and no front 
wheels.

But child welfare officials are 
delighted with the commitment 
the parents have shown since 
their two young kids were dis-
covered living there virtually 
unsupervised almost a year ago 
while their father and mother 
were in federal prison.

Child Protective Services 
officials are expected to rec-
ommend a judge dismiss the 
welfare agency’s case against 
Mark and Sherrie Shorten in 
court Tuesday, allowing the 
couple to regain full custody of 
their 12-year-old daughter and 
6-year-old son.

“That’s what I’ve been target-
ing all along,” Mark Shorten 
said.

The children are in school and 
the parents have complied with 
CPS care plans, evaluations and 
therapy, agency spokeswoman 
Gwen Carter said.

“They’re doing really well 
and the family is doing really 
well,” she said. “The staff is 
very proud of them.”

Last March, a postal work-
er, after repeatedly spotting 
two disheveled children in the 
Montgomery County neighbor-
hood about 35 miles northeast 
of Houston, became concerned 
and notified authorities. Wel-
fare officials quickly arrived 
and placed the kids in foster 
care while media coverage led 
with images of the outwardly 
dilapidated bus on a trash-lit-
tered lot.

Carter said officials are accus-
tomed to poor families living 
in tough conditions and while 
it’s not illegal to live in a bus, 
“sadly, that was the sensational 
part, the condition of their liv-
ing environment and they were 
left there all day.”

“Let’s be blunt,” Mark Short-
en said. “Once I saw pictures on 
the news and read the full story, 
I was glad somebody pulled my 
children out of that mess. Both 
of them suffered through that 
mess.”

At the time, Shorten and his 
wife were in separate federal 
prisons both serving 18 months 
for convictions for conspiracy 
to embezzle money from vic-
tims of Hurricane Ike, which 
struck in 2008. They had ar-
ranged for their children to be 
supervised by an aunt, who told 
authorities she became over-
whelmed between working 12-
hour days and trying to care for 
them.

“There was a lot of emotional 
and mental anguish put on the 
kids,” said Sherrie Shorten, 
who was released from prison 
several weeks after the children 
were removed. “And that’s 
what we were upset about.”

Her husband was released in 
July and their children were re-
turned to them, under CPS su-
pervision, in September.

“My main focus when I got 
home was getting my kids back 
home,” Mark Shorten said. 
“And I did that. Life’s as good 
as it’s going to get at the mo-
ment but we’re trying to make 
it better.”

Despite its worn appearance, 
the bus inside had been reno-
vated, furnished, had hot and 
cold water and a bathroom, 
and was air-conditioned. The 
family moved it from Louisi-
ana after their home there was 
flooded from Hurricane Ike. It 
was intended as a temporary 
home until they could build on 
the lot, where the trash has been 
cleared and items outside, like a 
lumber pile, are neatly stacked.

“We’d still like to (build), 
but we have some restrictions,” 
said Sherrie Shorten, who with 
her husband is on supervised 
federal release for three years 
and also looking at more than 
$100,000 in court-ordered resti-
tution. “We have a lot of issues 
rebuilding our lives and getting 
back on track.”

Mark Shorten maintains nei-
ther he nor his wife, an accoun-
tant, were guilty.

“I don’t want to sound like 
somebody who is bitter and 
mad, because I’m not,” he said. 
“We’re trying to move for-
ward.”

Dallas Museum of Art
begins free admission

DALLAS (AP) 
— While viewing 
artwork can be cul-
turally enriching, 
one Dallas museum 
is making sure the 
experience doesn’t 
cost people a thing.

The Dallas Muse-
um of Art on Mon-
day is rolling out a 
new program that 
will offer free gen-
eral admission as 
well as free mem-
berships.



The Texas Tribune
	

The  Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment  would close seven 
state parks during the 
2014-2015 biennium un-
der preliminary budget 
proposals from the House 
and Senate, and at least 
one group is ready to fight 
to keep them open.

In discussions before the 
legislative session began, 
the parks and wildlife de-
partment requested that 
the Legislative Budget 
Board allocate an addi-
tional $18.9 million from 
the sporting goods sales 
tax to keep all parks op-
erational. The preliminary 
House and Senate budgets, 
released last Tuesday, call 
for only an additional $6.9 
million over the next bien-
nium from that tax.

Ian Davis, the direc-
tor of Keep Texas Parks 
Open, said parks improve 
Texans’ quality of life and 
stimulate local economies, 
especially in smaller coun-
ties. His organization will 
hold town hall meetings 
around the state and or-
ganize Texans online to 
advocate for additional 
funds so the department 
can keep all its parks open.

“We are trying to mobi-
lize people across the state 
so they understand that 
it could be their park that 
closes,” Davis said.

John Barton, spokesman 
for the budget board, said 
specific parks have not 
been identified for poten-
tial closure and that the 
budget is subject to change 
as legislators deliberate 
over the coming months. 

Arizona to tax hospi-
tals for Medicaid 

PHOENIX (AP) — Ari-
zona Gov. Jan Brewer has 
built a political career in 
standing up to the federal 
government over every-
thing from immigration to 
health care. So she surprised 
almost everyone when she 
announced last week that 
she not only plans to push 
for an expansion of the 
state’s Medicaid program 
under the federal health care 
law — she plans to fund it 
by raising taxes.

A conservative Repub-
lican, Brewer is believed 
to be the first governor to 
publicly come up with a 
way to fund the controver-
sial Medicaid expansion. 
Not even California Gov. 
Jerry Brown, a Democrat 
in a state that largely sup-
ports the new federal health 
plan, has figured out how to 
pay for a boosted Medicaid 
plan.

Her proposal to add about 
300,000 low-income Ari-
zonans to her state’s Med-
icaid plan relies on funding 
from hospitals through a 
so-called provider tax. The 
idea is already used to fund 
some Medicaid plans in 39 
states, but none have tapped 
it to pay for the federal ex-
pansion and many have at 
least some room to expand 
their hospital taxes.

The Medicaid expansion 
is intended to cover about 
half of the 30 million un-
insured people expected to 
eventually gain coverage 
under President Barack 
Obama’s health care over-
haul. The law expanded 
Medicaid to cover low-
income people making up 
to 138 percent of the fed-
eral poverty level, or about 
$15,400 a year for a single 
person. That provision will 
mainly benefit low-income 
childless adults, who cur-
rently can’t get Medicaid in 
most states. Separately, the 
overhaul provides subsi-
dized private insurance for 
middle-class households.

Washington, D.C., and 
17 states have opted to ex-
pand their Medicaid rolls, 
but few have been explicit 
in how they’ll pay for it, 
according to the Kaiser 
Commission on Medicaid 
and the Uninsured. Some 
GOP governors, including 
Rick Perry in Texas, Bobby 
Jindal in Louisiana, and 
Nikki Haley in South Caro-
lina, have opted out, citing 
philosophical differences as 
well as worries about costs.

Under the federal legis-
lation, Washington would 
pay the entire cost of the 
Medicaid expansion for the 
first three years, gradually 
phasing down to 90 percent 
of the cost after that. It’s a 
far more generous matching 
rate than the federal gov-
ernment provides for other 
parts of the Medicaid pro-
gram that’s designed to get 
states to sign on.

But Arizona appears to 
be unique in that it will see 
large costs immediately be-
cause of how its existing 
plan is arranged. So it needs 
to come up with new fund-
ing by January, while other 
states don’t.

Brewer is bucking party 
and philosophical lines and 
blazing a unique path in the 
health care debate. Time 
will tell if others follow her 
lead.

Under the federal legis-
lation, Washington would 
pay the entire cost of the 
Medicaid expansion for the 
first three years, gradually 
phasing down to 90 percent 
of the cost after that. It’s a 
far more generous matching 
rate than the federal gov-
ernment provides for other 
parts of the Medicaid pro-
gram that’s designed to get 
states to sign on.

But Arizona appears to 
be unique in that it will see 
large costs immediately be-
cause of how its existing 
plan is arranged. So it needs 
to come up with new fund-
ing by January, while other 
states don’t.

Brewer is already fac-
ing opposition from budget 
hawks in her own party on 
the issue. Two bills have al-
ready been introduced that 
would essentially block her 
efforts.

She has found support-
ers, however, among many 
Arizona hospital execu-
tives and business groups, 
including the Chamber of 
Commerce, a leading oppo-

nent of raising taxes.
For hospitals stuck with 

millions of dollars in un-
compensated care each year, 
agreeing to be taxed makes 
sense. They pay 6 percent 
of their revenues and get a 
much larger amount back 
from Medicaid from the 
newly insured.

Among the supporters 
of a tax is Dignity Health, 
which has three Phoenix-ar-
ea hospitals, including one 
of the biggest in the state, 
St. Joseph’s Hospital. Su-
zanne Pfister, Dignity’s vice 
president for external af-
fairs, said St. Joseph’s alone 
has seen a tidal wave of 
uncompensated care since 
2010, rising from an aver-
age of $8 million a month to 
an “unsustainable” $17 mil-
lion a month now.

Others, like the Mayo 
Clinic in Scottsdale, are op-
posed to the taxes. Mayo ar-
gues it provides specialized 
care for cancers and trans-
plants and shouldn’t have to 
pay to support general care 
hospitals with high numbers 
of indigent patients.

Mayo CEO Dr. Wyatt 
Decker said it would be ex-
tremely difficult if the not-
for-profit had to pay the tax, 
which a 2009 state study es-
timated at about $38 million 
for his hospital.

“We do applaud the gov-
ernor’s commitment to 
helping provide access to 
health care for more Ari-
zonans. It’s a good thing,” 
Decker said Thursday. “But 
we, in general, do not sup-
port provider taxes as a so-
lution because it is ultimate-
ly a tax on patients.”

Virtually all states are 
looking at ways to pay their 
share of the expansion, said 
Dr. Daniel Derksen, a Uni-
versity of Arizona public 
health policy and manage-
ment professor who helped 
design New Mexico’s 
health insurance exchanges 
in 2011. Many have looked 
at provider taxes in recent 
years, he said, and they 
could again.

Provider taxes aren’t new. 
Thirty-nine states already 
use some form of hospi-
tal provider taxes to help 
cover their share of Medic-
aid costs, according to the 

Kaiser Commission. And 
all but Alaska have taxes 
on nursing homes or other 
providers to help pay for 
required state matches to 
qualify for federal cash.

But Brewer is the first 
governor to propose a 
stand-alone hospital tax de-
signed specifically to fund 
the Medicaid expansion.

The federal government 
puts a cap of 6 percent of 
hospital revenues on those 
taxes, and the 11 states 
without hospital taxes can 
put them in place. Most of 
the 39 already imposing 
hospital taxes have room to 
boost them.

California does not. It 
initiated a hospital provider 
tax in 2009 that is used to 
cover uncompensated care. 
The state might be able to 
redirect some of the esti-
mated $2 billion in yearly 
revenues to its Medicaid 
program, called Medi-Cal, 
if uncompensated care 
drops. But shifting the fund-
ing is a complicated act, as 
complex as other aspects 
of federal health care fund-
ing, said Dylan Roby, an 
assistant professor and re-
searcher at UCLA Center 
for Health Policy Research.

Such taxes can be com-
pelling to lawmakers be-
cause the economics means 
health care providers are 
more willing to sign on.

“If the folks that are going 
to be taxed say, ‘Well, we 
really need to do this,’ that’s 
a lot easier lift legislatively 
than trying to force some-
thing on a reluctant group,” 
Derksen said.

Arizona began covering 
many low-income childless 
adults after voters required 
it in 2000, but Brewer 
trimmed the ranks covered 
by the state plan, the Ari-
zona Health Care Cost 
Containment System, or 
AHCCCS, when the Great 
Recession hammered state 
revenues. She proposes re-
storing that coverage as part 
of the expansion.

But there are costs to 
states, even at first, depend-
ing on their current plan. In 
Arizona, the state expects 
to be on the hook for $256 
million by 2016, when its 
expansion if fully rolled out.

Ble Goude charged 
with war crimes 

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast 
(AP) — Ivory Coast’s state 
television says former 
youth leader Charles Ble 
Goude has been charged 
with war crimes over his 
alleged role in violence 
linked to the West African 
country’s disputed presi-
dential election two years 
ago.

RTI television said Mon-
day that Ble Goude also 
faces charges of murder 
and theft of public funds. 
He was arrested in neigh-
boring Ghana last week 
and extradited to Ivory 
Coast.

Ble Goude was a youth 
minister under President 
Laurent Gbagbo. Gbag-
bo’s refusal to cede office 
despite losing the 2010 
presidential election vote 
to current President Al-
assane Ouattara sparked 
five months of violence 
that claimed at least 3,000 
lives.

Human Rights Watch 
says the ultranational-
ist group that Ble Goude 
headed killed hundreds of 
Ivorians and West Afri-

can immigrants during the 
conflict.

Man who skipped pris-
on caught in Houston 

LUBBOCK, Texas (AP) 
— A former Texas Tech 
student who failed to show 
up for prison to serve 15 
years for a fatality alco-
hol-related wreck has been 
captured in Houston.

Lubbock police say 
23-year-old Jeena Roberts 
of The Woodlands was 
caught Monday. She’ll 
face a bail jumping charge.

A tip helped lead to 
Roberts, who in late No-
vember pleaded guilty to 
intoxication manslaughter 
and intoxication assault 
over a 2010 accident. A 
vehicle driven by Rob-
erts rear-ended an SUV 
in Lubbock. The crash 
killed one SUV passenger, 
54-year-old Linda Smaltz, 
and critically injured an-
other.

The plea deal meant 15 
years in prison for intoxi-
cation manslaughter and 
eight years for assault, to 
be served concurrently. 
Roberts was ordered to re-
port to prison Jan. 7.
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The Right Tires For 
Your Car

The proper tires will optimize your vehicle’s 
gas mileage and performance. We have a 

complete selection of in-stock and special-
order tires from every major manufacturer, all 
at competitive prices. Talk to our experts today 

about the right tires for your car.

We have 
ALL MAJOR  BRANDS 

of Tires…
• Passenger  • Light Truck

• Agricultural  • Tractor
Free rotation & balance with purchase of 4 for the life of the tire.

UDSON
TIRE & SERVICEH

Installing Peace of Mind
1800 N Hobart

665-5302
hudsontirepros.com

and we have wheels

9580

DINE IN - DRIVE THRU - CARRY OUT

CHICKEN
FRIED STEAK

MEAL
$199

chicken fried steak with white gravy
individual mashed potatoes with gravy

individual cole slaw | 1 freshly prepared biscuit

2-PIECE
MEAL $299

leg and thigh
individual mashed potatoes with brown gravy

1 freshly prepared biscuit

SPECIAL OFFER WEDNESDAYS ONLY

SPECIAL OFFER MONDAYS ONLY

2  GREAT OFFERS
  EVERY WEEK AT 

PAMPA       2201 N. Hobart St.       665-2766

plus tax | no substitutions
lunch or dinner | no limit

plus tax | no substitutions
lunch or dinner | no limit

8976

GET YOUR

Dyers BBQ
HWY 60 W.   •   Pampa, Texas   •   (806) 665-4401

11013

WET NAPS READY

Free Order
Of onion rings

Must bring in Coupon to receive 

With an adult meal
Dine In Only

11011

Duane Harp, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

1921 N Hobart
Pampa, TX 79065
806-665-6753

Keith Demetriades
Financial Advisor

1921 N Hobart
Pampa, TX 79065
806-665-6753

Keith Demetriades
.

1921 N Hobart
Pampa, TX 79065
806-665-6753

Call or visit any of our financial advisors in the Pampa area. To find an
Edward Jones office near you, visit www.edwardjones.com.

www.edwardjones.com

Need directions to your
financial destination?

Duane Harp, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

1921 N Hobart
Pampa, TX 79065
806-665-6753

Member SIPC

How much will you need 
to retire? Let’s talk.

www.edwardjones.com

How much will you need
to retire? Let’s talk.

Duane Harp, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

1921 N Hobart
Pampa, TX 79065
806-665-6753

Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com

How much will you need
to retire? Let’s talk.

Duane Harp, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

1921 N Hobart
Pampa, TX 79065
806-665-6753

Member SIPC

Iglesia Bautista 
Emanuel

Servicios de Domingo

Escuela Dominical: 10:00am
-Adoración: 11:00am

-Servicio de noche: 6:00pm 
Servicio Miércoles: 6:00pm

¡ Jesus Vive!
Venga ver

1021 S. Barnes
665-4330

Pastor 
Willy Jaramillo

7236

Seven state parks could close under proposed budget



BEE CAVE, Texas (AP) 
— Students at Bee Cave 
Elementary School recently 
lent a little holiday cheer to 
students at Sandy Hook El-
ementary.

The Snowflake Project, 
an initiative started by the 
Connecticut Parent Teacher 
Student Association, re-
quested that students across 
the country create and dec-
orate snowflakes to deck 
the halls of the new Sandy 
Hook Elementary School. 
The Connecticut PTSA 
hoped that students of the 
former Sandy Hook El-
ementary — now shrouded 
in tragedy after the shooting 
last year — will feel more 
welcomed into their new 
school by the cheery deco-
rations.

Once Bee Cave Elemen-
tary principal Janie Brax-
dale heard about the project, 
she emailed her teachers, 
giving them the option to 
participate.

“Some teachers were 
looking for something for 
their kids to do on the last 
day of school, and a lot 
of teachers wanted to do 
something to show they 
care,” Braxdale said.

Participating classrooms 
cut white paper into snow-
flakes and glued tissue pa-
per onto them. Braxdale 
said the younger students 
made snowflakes out of 
pipe cleaners and Popsicle 
sticks, though many of the 
first-graders thought the 
project was just for fun.

“I think with the younger 
kids, the teachers tried to be 
a little more protective of 
it,” she said.

Fourth-grade teacher 
McKenzie Childress said 
the older students in her two 
classes knew why they were 
making snowflakes.

“They all had some idea 
that something bad hap-
pened,” Childress said of 
the days following the trag-
edy in Sandy Hook. She 
added that she had a few 
discussions with her stu-
dents in which she quashed 
rumors and eased their con-
cerns about their safety.

“Some felt sad; some felt 
confused,” Childress said. 
“They were all very over-
whelmed.”

She said making the 
snowflakes helped her stu-
dents get past the events of 
Sandy Hook.

“They were asking me 
things like, ‘Are they go-
ing to go in a classroom? 
Are they going to go in the 
hallway?’” she said. “They 
were enjoying getting to 
send stuff to other students 
and putting work into some-
thing.”

Fourth grader Jillian 
Glubke, 10, said she had 
a hard time sleeping for a 
few nights after the trag-
edy. “Really I was kind of 
shocked and sad and mad.”

Jillian said she and her 
classmates made two snow-
flakes each.

“That way, the kids that 
went through that feel loved 
after what happened,” she 
said.

Jillian’s classmate Ri-
ley Henry, 10, has become 
much more conscious of 
safety procedures.

“I’m always looking 
down hallways and stuff,” 
Riley said, “and we’re not 
allowed to open doors to 
people.”

The snowflakes were 
gathered in the principal’s 
office, and Braxdale boxed 
them up and mailed them 
earlier this month. Other 
Lake Travis elementary 
schools also created snow-
flakes.

Riley said she hoped that 
the snowflakes she made 
helped the new Sandy Hook 
Elementary look nice so the 
students “feel better, and so 
they feel like they’ve been 
cared for and we’re with 
them.”

Pirates seize oil tanker 
in Ivory Coast 

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast 
(AP) — Armed men have 
hijacked a tanker carry-
ing 5,000 tons of oil from 
an Ivory Coast port and 
taken it off the coast of 
Ghana, though its precise 

whereabouts are unknown, 
government authorities 
and maritime officials said 
Monday.

The Panamanian-flagged 
vessel ITRI was first seized 
Wednesday as the tanker 
was preparing to deposit oil 
at the port of Abidjan, Ivory 
Coast’s commercial capital, 
said a statement from the 
Ivory Coast government — 
communicating for the first 
time on the case only Mon-
day.

The statement said offi-
cials located the vessel off 
neighboring Ghana, and 
that authorities were mobi-
lized.

The tanker, with 16 crew 
members aboard, was list-
ed as missing, said Noel 
Choong, head of the Inter-
national Maritime Bureau’s 
pirate reporting center in 
Malaysia. He could not re-
lease information about the 
nationalities of the crew, but 
said in many previous cases, 
the pirates released the crew 
after they had siphoned out 
the oil and obtained any 
valuable cargo.

The ship initially had trou-
ble docking because a sand 
storm reduced visibility, a 
government statement said. 
Later, the ship’s captain ra-
dioed the port manager to 
report difficulty maneuver-
ing. Shortly afterward, con-
tact was lost with the vessel. 
Then ship consignee Koda 
Maritime informed port of-
ficials that armed men had 
taken control of the tanker.

Most hijackings in the 
region occur near oil-rich 
Nigeria. The first recorded 
vessel hijacking off Ivory 
Coast was in October when 
14 men armed with knives 
and AK-47s boarded a tank-
er carrying 30,000 tons of 
gasoline. 

The crew was later re-
leased unharmed.

Theater reopens, 
months after shooting 

AURORA, Colo. (AP) 
— One survivor had to 
pause on his way into the 
theater and pray. Another 
braced for flashbacks as 
he entered the auditorium 
where 12 people died and 
dozens were injured dur-
ing a massacre six months 
earlier. Others refused to 
come, viewing the reopen-
ing of the multiplex as in-
sensitive.

The former Century 16, 
now renovated and re-
named the Century Auro-
ra, opened its doors to vic-
tims of the July 20 attack 
on Thursday night with a 
somber remembrance cer-
emony and a special show-
ing of “The Hobbit.”

Theater 9, where neuro-
science graduate student 
James Holmes allegedly 
opened fire on a midnight 
screening of “The Dark 
Knight Returns,” is now 
an XD theater with a wall-
to-wall screen and stadium 
seating.

“We as a community 
have not been defeated,” 
Aurora Mayor Steve Ho-
gan told victims, officials, 
and dozens of police of-
ficers and other first re-
sponders who filled half 
the theater’s seats at the 
ceremony.

“We are a community 
of survivors,” Hogan de-
clared. “We will not let 
this tragedy define us.”

Pierce O’Farrill, who 
was wounded three times 
in the shooting, made a 
point of finding his old 
seat in the second row of 
the theater. “It was just a 
part of closure, just going 
back to that spot where, 
obviously, I was in the 
most pain I’d ever felt in 
in my life,” said O’Farrill, 
who was hit three times 

and had to be carried out 
by the SWAT team, past 
the shooter’s discarded 
rifle.

Holmes is charged with 
166 felony counts, mostly 
murder and attempted 
murder for the shooting. 
A judge has ordered him 
to stand trial, but he won’t 
enter a plea until March.

The reopening comes 
nearly six months after 
the attack and a week after 
many victims sat through a 
three-day hearing at which 
prosecutors described the 
attack in excruciating de-
tail

Several families boycot-
ted what they called a cal-
lous public relations ploy 

by the theater’s owner, 
Cinemark. They claimed 
the Texas-based compa-
ny didn’t ask them what 
should happen to the the-
ater. 

They said Cinemark 
emailed them an invitation 
to Thursday’s reopening 
just two days after they 
struggled through Christ-
mas without their loved 
ones.

“It was boilerplate Hol-
lywood — ‘Come to our 
movie screening,’” said 
Anita Busch, whose cous-
in, 23-year-old college stu-
dent Micayla Medek, died 
at the theater.

Victims have filed at 
least three federal lawsuits 

against Cinemark Hold-
ings Inc., alleging it should 
have provided security for 
the July 20 midnight show-
ing of “The Dark Knight 
Rises,” and that the exit 
door used by the gunman 
to get his weapons and 
re-enter should have had 
an alarm. In court papers, 
Cinemark says the tragedy 
was “unforeseeable and 
random.”

“We certainly recognize 
all the different paths that 
people take to mourn, the 
different paths that people 
take to recover from un-
imaginable, incompre-
hensible loss,” Gov. John 
Hickenlooper said at the 
ceremony.
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DO ANY OF THESE SOUND FAMILIAR?
• Has your family physician left the area?
• Are you having trouble finding a doctor who accepts Medicare?
• Have you been told… “We are not accepting new patients”?
• Have you been told that your physician can’t see you for 3 to 4 days?

If they do… TOTAL CARE HEALTH is the healthcare facility for you!!! We are:
• Accepting New Patients (NO Application Required)
• Offering SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS (Walk-ins Welcome)
• Accepting Insurance, Medicare and cash pay patients
• Open convenient hours Monday-Friday
• Not Leaving the Area
• Se habla español
• Here to SERVE you!!

Matthew Gill, FNP-C and the friendly staff at Total Care Health are committed to providing 
Safe, Effective and Affordable Family Care and Urgent Care to all who seek our services.

Call 688-CARE (2273) to schedule your appointment!!!!

Located at New Life Wellness Center at 701 N. Price Rd. Pampa, TX

Total Care Health
Caring & Effective Health care for Your Entire Family

We put the CARE back into Healthcare. 8484

Select Bath, Body 
& Home Scents.

to40%off

60%off

Flowers
& Fine Gifts

123 N. Cuyler   665-5546   brandonsflowers.com
11308

Winter
Clearance Sale
We are making room for New 
Valentine’s & Spring Items. Come by 
and see some of our newest Bath & 
Body Collections ON SALE NOW.

 

 
 
 
             
  

  

11512

Bee Cave students make snowflakes for Conn. school
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“Business of the Year”
RHEAMS DIAMOND SHOP

111 N. CUYLER
665-2831

I Do

ASHI
ENGAGEMENT
&
WEDDING 
RINGS
AVAILABLE
AT

Chivas Regal
.75 ML

1222 Price Rd.       
806-665-9662
M-S 10am - 9pm

If we don’t have it, we will try to get it.
SURGEON GENERAL’S WARNING: Smoking Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, And Emphysema.

Prices Good Jan. 22 - Jan. 27

11109

Mikey’s Liquor Store
Lowest Prices In Town!
Beer • Liquor • Wine • Cigarettes • Lotto • ATM

Prices Good Jan. 22 - Jan. 27Prices Good Jan. 22 - Jan. 27Prices Good Jan. 22 - Jan. 27Prices Good Jan. 22 - Jan. 27Prices Good Jan. 22 - Jan. 27Prices Good Jan. 22 - Jan. 27Prices Good Jan. 22 - Jan. 27

10% OFFGood for 1 Item!(does not include tobacco)

NEW IN STORE
10%

· Copenhagen Long Cut 
  Wintergreen $3.70 can
· 32oz Fountain Drink 92¢

· Drive-Up window
· Marlboro Special Blend $4.59 pk 
  with purchase of 3 pks.

Lexington
Bourbon
Whiskey

Kinky 
Liqueur
Vodka

Barone
Fini

Pinot Grigio

OFF New Items!

Carpet - Vinyl - Hardwood - Laminates 

Step Up the look of 
your home with New 

Flooring

2110 Perryton Pkwy - Pampa
WK: 806-665-4455
FAX: 806-665-5507
sales@pampafl oorstore.com

We are your Kitchen and 
Bathroom Remodels

Headquarters

7353

FLOOR
STORE

THE

HOT WHEELS

Photos by Diane Jennings
Above, Brandon Neil wheels the American flag to 
begin the Wheel Times event on Saturday.

For the full schedule and 
latest updates visit Pam-
paisd.net, then click on 
“District” and then click 
on “Athletics Department.

TODAY JAN. 22
n V Boys Basketball @ 
Perryton 7:30 p.m.
n V Girls Basketball @ 
Perryton 6 p.m.
n JV Boys Basketball @ 
Perryton 4:30 p.m.
n JV Girls Basketball @ 
Perryton 4:30 p.m.
n 9th Boys Basketball 
@ Perryton 6 p.m.
n 9th Girls Basketball @ 
Perryton 7:30 p.m.
n Boys Soccer @ Borg-
er 7 p.m.
n Girls Soccer @ Borger 
5 p.m.

THURSDAY JAN. 24
n Wrestling @ Borger.
n Boys Soccer @ Wich-
ita Falls Tournament.

SPORTS
Briefs

Above, Brandon Stokes help Sammy Watson dur-
ing the game. Kody Maddox pushes Brody Gilbert. 
Below, Oliver Cabrales gives Parker Swinny a 
push.

Above, Wheel Times athletes participating in the 
Wheel Times event on Saturday. Below, a basket 
is made by a Wheel Times athlete with help from 
volunteers.

Top center, Tad Smith throws the ball up to get 
the game underway. Above, athletes and volun-
teers celebrating.

Above, Jaycee Garth helping Avery 
Ferguson shoot a basket.



Associated Press

The only thing stopping the Sacra-
mento Kings from a sale and move to 
Seattle is approval by NBA owners.

The Maloof family has agreed to sell 
the Kings to a Seattle group led by in-
vestor Chris Hansen, the league con-
firmed in a statement Monday morning. 
The deal is still pending a vote by the 
NBA Board of Governors.

A person familiar with the decision 
said that Hansen’s group will buy 65 
percent of the franchise for $525 million, 
move the team to Seattle and restore the 
SuperSonics name. The Maloofs will 
have no stake in the team.

The person spoke to The Associated 
Press on condition of anonymity be-
cause the deal was waiting approval.

The sale figure is a total valuation of 
the franchise, which includes relocation 
fees. Hansen’s group also is hoping to 
buy out other minority investors.

The Maloofs will get a $30 million 
non-refundable down payment by Feb. 
1, according to the deal, one person said. 
They will still be allowed to receive oth-
er offers until the league approves the 
sale.

The plan by Hansen’s group is to have 
the team play at least the next two sea-
sons in KeyArena before moving into a 
new facility in downtown Seattle. The 
deadline for teams to apply for a move 
for next season is March 1.

“We have always appreciated and 
treasured our ownership of the Kings 
and have had a great admiration for 
the fans and our team members. We 
would also like to thank Chris Hansen 
for his professionalism during our nego-
tiation. Chris will be a great steward for 
the franchise,” Kings co-owner Gavin 
Maloof said in a statement on behalf of 
the family.

Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson 
said last week he had received permis-
sion from NBA Commissioner David 
Stern to present a counteroffer to league 
owners from buyers who would keep 
the Kings in Sacramento.

Johnson, himself a former All-Star 
point guard in the NBA, said in a state-
ment that the city remained undeterred 
despite the agreement with the Seattle 
group.

“Sacramento has proven that it is a 
strong NBA market with a fan base that 
year in and year out has demonstrated 
a commitment to the Kings by selling 
out 19 of 27 seasons in a top 20 market 
and owning two of the longest sellout 
streaks in NBA history,” Johnson said.

“When it comes to keeping the team 
in our community, Sacramento is play-
ing to win. In particular, we have been 
focused like a laser on identifying an 
ownership group that will both have the 
financial resources desired by the NBA 
and the vision to make the Kings the 
NBA equivalent of what the Green Bay 
Packers have been in the NFL.”

In a saga that has dragged on for 

nearly three years, Johnson and Sacra-
mento appear to be facing their most 
daunting challenge yet.

Hansen, a Seattle native and San Fran-
cisco-based investor, reached agreement 
with local governments in Seattle last 
October on plans to build a $490 mil-
lion arena near the city’s other stadiums, 
CenturyLink Field and Safeco Field.

As part of the agreement, no construc-
tion will begin until all environmental 
reviews are completed and a team has 
been secured.

Hansen’s group is expected to pitch 
in $290 million in private investment 
toward the arena, along with helping to 
pay for transportation improvements in 
the area around the stadiums.

The plans also call for the arena to be 
able to handle a future NHL franchise.

The remaining $200 million in pub-
lic financing would be paid back with 
rent money and admissions taxes from 
the arena, and if that money falls short, 
Hansen would be responsible for mak-
ing up the rest.

Other investors in the proposed are-
na include Microsoft Chief Executive 
Steve Ballmer and two members of the 
Nordstrom department store family.

Hansen’s goal has been to return the 
SuperSonics to the Puget Sound after 
they were moved from Seattle to Okla-
homa City in 2008. Asked in September 
if he could envision a team being in Se-
attle for the 2013 season, Hansen was 
cautious about finding an option that 
quickly.

The Kings’ sale price would top the 
NBA-record $450 million the Golden 
State Warriors sold for in July 2010.

“While we are not at liberty to discuss 
the terms of the transaction or our plans 
for the franchise given the confiden-
tial nature of the agreement and NBA 
regulations regarding public comments 
during a pending transaction, we would 
just like to extend our sincerest compli-
ments and gratitude toward the Maloof 
family,” Hansen said in a statement. 
“Our negotiations with the family were 
handled with the utmost honor and pro-
fessionalism and we hope to continue 
their legacy and be great stewards of this 
NBA franchise in the coming years and 
decades.”

Brothers Joe, Gavin and George 
Maloof bought controlling interests in 
the franchise from Los Angeles-based 
developer Jim Thomas in 1999. The 
Maloofs, who have long waited for an 
upgrade to the team’s outdated arena, 
backed out of a tentative $391 million 
deal for a new downtown building with 
Sacramento last year, reigniting fears 
the franchise could relocate.

Johnson and the Kings broke off all 
negotiations in the summer, with the 
team’s owners saying the deal didn’t 
make financial sense for the franchise.

In 2011, the Kings appeared deter-
mined to move to Anaheim before John-
son convinced the NBA to give the city 
one last chance to help finance an arena.
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PampaSports

Linda Laycock 
Broker 

BROKER®, ABR, GREEN, 

SRES, e-Pro

www.ho
usehunt

erspampa.com(806) 662-1312HouseHunters Realtor
7296

Welcome Home!

&HOT ROD’S CAFE

Sister 
Spudnuts

11134

SERVED 
ALL DAY

Fresh Hot 

Breakfast

Sign Up To Win A
Wood Burning 
Stove.
Come by and register 
for a chance to win a 
FREE Vogelzang Wood 
Burning Stove. See 
store for details.

Frank’s               Hardware
401 N Ballard • 665-4995

We have all your 
heating needs!

11188B

PC DREAMS
Computer Repair Done Right At Affordable Prices
2100 N. Perryton Pkwy. • 688-7817

7950Se habla español

Submitted photo
Kameron Parks recently shot his first deer while 
hunting in Roberts County with his Dad, Karl, and 
a family friend. The deer was an eight point. He 
made a nice shot with his .243 from about 60 
yards.

FIRST DEER

Photo by Chuck Cryer
Back row from left, Isidro Estrada, first place; Shalor Sokolosky, third place; 
Isabella Wilson, second place; Dinah Radke, fourth place; Chris Garcia, third 
place and John Cryer, third place. Front row, Niki Poland, Sierra Sieber,  third 
place; Ericka Spence, fourth place; and Miranda Foreman, fourth place. As a 
team the girls placed fourth out of 14 teams and the boys placed ninth out of 
18 teams.

WRESTLING AT VERNON

By Zachary Green
zgreen@thepampanews.com

In the first game of the 
Burkburnett Tournament, 
Pampa lost to Burkburnett 
3-0. 

Burkburnett scored in 
the 13th, 58th and 63rd 
minutes.

In game two, Pampa lost 
to WF Rider JV. 

In game three, Pampa 
lost to Abilene Wylie 5-0. 
Coach Byron May said 
there were good perfor-
mances in the tournament 
from Miguel Blanco and 
Jose Copado.

With the losses, Pampa 
falls to 0-4 on the season. 
The Harvesters will be in 
action tonight at 7 p.m. in 
Borger.

Harvester soccer at the 
Burkburnett Tournament

Maloofs agree to sell NBA’s Kings to Seattle 
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24 Hour Service
Complete Line of Oil Field Supplies

New Location • Larger Selection of Inventory
All Major Manufacturers

Quality Down Hole Pump Repair
Just opened Goodyear Hydraulic Hose & Fittings Shop

www.crlpump.com

503 Industrial Blvd.
Borger, TX 79007

806-274-2692

1019 W. Alcock
Pampa, TX 79065

806-665-0947

WE’LL BE THERE!
806-669-3481

CALL US FIRST

PLUS
Parts New/Used

1432 S. Barnes • Pampa

• Bonded

• Insured

• Experienced

“We do Auto Lock-out”

9542

When You NEED A Tow… BIG or SMALL

Granny’s Home Cookin’

Home of theOLD FASHIONGreasy Burger and Cowboy Burger

Try our Hand Breaded 
Catfish Filets or Nuggets

served with your choice of 
Potato and 1 trip to the salad bar.

7639

Good Food . Good Coffee . Good Friends

Lunch Buffet Sun-Fri 
11am - 2pm

Evening Specials
Open 7 Days a Week . 5:30am - 9:30pm

328 Frederic Ave  .  Pampa, Texas

806-669-6237         
Smoking Room Available 

Herbs Etc.

109 W Kingsmill . Pampa 
(806) 665.4883 

www.panhandlesunshine.com

HERBS • VITAMINS • WEIGHT LOSS • ENERGY 
WOMEN’S & MEN’S NEEDS

Weekly Herb Talks!

RE/MAX 
Hometown

HONEST AND 
DEPENDABLE!

Honesty is an important 
quality to Linda. She has 

lived in Pampa many 
years. She understands 
your needs & will do her 

best to find what fits your 
budget. Call Linda Today!

Linda Burt 664-3931             
Patti Hudson, Bkr 662-4896

Dennis Edmondson 662-7503
Scooter Hutchison 440-6061

Roy Devoll 896-0000   

Submitted photos

On Thursday, Jan. 10, selected fourth-grade students from each elementary 
school were treated to lunch at Pizza Hut. Sponsors and drivers were mem-
bers of Altrusa International, Inc. and the Top of Texas Republican Women’s 
Club. The fourth-graders were then taken on a tour of Gray County Veterinary 
Clinic owned by Dr. Bryan Gordzelik, and his wife, DeLynn, a member and 
past-president of Altrusa. Clockwise from top left (above four photos): Dr. 
Bryan Gordzelik shows students an X-ray of dog’s broken leg. Girls from 
Travis, Marcie Troxell, Marcie Boss and Daylee Carson. Students from 
Lamar, Carlos Soliz, Eric Cabrales, Valerie Hernandez and Jacqu Chavez. 
Students from Austin, Leah Blackburn, Mia McCracken, Nataleigh Phillips 
and Hayley Brook. Left, boys from Wilson, Michael Keating, Adam Saucedo 
and Ulysses Berrero. Below left, Gordzelik explains some of his equipment 
and health care for pets.

ALTRUSA CLUB LUNCH WITH DIGNITARIES FOR JANUARY

Music
Lessons

Call For 
Lessons

806-206-2860

KEN 
WILSON
Music Teacher

Guitar  
Trumpet
Keyboard

Bass



Tundra

Zits

Garfield

Beetle Bailey

Marvin

Mother Goose and Grim

Nest Heads

Non Sequitur

Hagar The Horrible

Peanuts

Blondie

Shoe

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Wednesday, 
Jan. 23, 2013:

This year you often might be inclined 
to risk. What you take chances on will 
defi ne how you feel about success and 
failure. A new talent emerges that might 
be worthy of developing. The artist or 
business person within you emerges, 
which adds a great dimension to your 
life. If you are single, you could meet 
someone through your day-to-day life. 
You do not have to go hunting. If you are 
attached, the two of you might decide to 
splurge on a long-desired trip. CANCER 
might come in a little too close for your 
personal comfort.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day 
You’ll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Diffi cult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ Use the daylight hours to the 

max. You can get a lot done, and a lot 
faster than you think. Make calls, but 
postpone reaching out to someone im-
portant until you are relaxed. Listen to 
your intuitive senses, as they do come 
through for you. Tonight: Happily head 
home. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ Deal with a money matter early 

on. That way, you won’t need to worry 
or even think about it the rest of the day. 
Your energy could cause some friction 
with those around you. Be aware that 
they are not seeing you as the laidback 
Bull. Tonight: Dinner at a favorite haunt.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ Move quickly, and get as 

much done as possible. If you are con-
sidering going on a trip, there is no time 
like the present to start deciding when or 
where. Get more opinions and feedback 
regarding a problematic situation; there 
is a solution to be found. Tonight: Your 
treat.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★ Be honest with yourself -- you 

cannot get past your curiosity involv-
ing a matter that is hush-hush. By late 
afternoon, you might not even care, as 
you toss yourself into a project or hobby. 
News from a distance puts a smile on 
your face. Tonight: Just don’t be alone.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Even if a partner is pushing 

you hard, you seem to be able to handle 
the pressure. In fact, you use it to ener-
gize. You might wonder when enough 
is enough. Postpone a discussion until 
later. A loved one might share an intuitive 

hunch. Tonight: Vanish while you can.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ Accepting responsibility is fi ne, 

but adding to a personal problem because 
you don’t want to say no is a separate is-
sue. You have too much energy for your 
own good. Rather than snap at someone, 
move through your feelings and deal 
with your stress. Tonight: Dance stress 
away. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Keep reaching out to some-

one at a distance. You’ll want to resolve a 
problem, which means fi nding the other 
person involved. A loved one could be 
unusually aggressive. Pull back, and let 
this person have some space. Tonight: 
Probably a very late night.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ You can’t seem to help your-

self when dealing with a partner. This 
person has been unusually lucky with 
funds lately. Later on, make calls to 
someone at a distance whom you care 
about. Follow your psychic inclination. 
Tonight: Break past any self-imposed 
barriers.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Question your alternatives 

rather than rush into the fi rst option that 
heads your way. You will be much hap-
pier as a result. Your ability to act and 
understand will increase with more in-
formation. Listen to a family member’s 
suggestions. Tonight: Head home early.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Attempt to get as much done 

as possible by putting off a meeting until 
later. This gathering easily could develop 
into a social happening. Why fi ght the in-
evitable? Plan ahead accordingly. Return 
calls as promptly as you can. Tonight: 
Let someone else make the choice.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ At times, you can be so rebel-

lious that you cause yourself a problem. 
Fortunately, this behavior most likely 
will happen at the beginning of the day. 
You’ll want to fi x this issue, and you will 
have plenty of time to do just that. To-
night: Make it early, if possible. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Getting going right now 

could be a major issue. You know full 
well that this type of fatigue is there to 
tell you to slow down. News from a dis-
tance causes a last-minute snafu. Try to 
defi ne what is going on with this person 
before making adjustments. Tonight: Let 
the fun begin.

comicscomics
P A G E

daily horoscopedaily horoscope
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TOP OF TEXAS CLASSIFIEDS 

Reaching over 12,000 readers daily  •  Call Stephanie at (806) 669-2525

ADSFor Sale

ADSJobs

ADSServices

ADSHappy Ads

Say 
Happy

Birthday to
friends for

FREE

5 Lines for
7 days

$25

7 Lines for
7 days

$30

FREE

as low as 

see display

per
month$69

$19
$3990

runs
one 

week

4 lines
1 week

$100
to

$200

$3 
with 

photo

INSERTER
This part-time night position is responsible 
for handling newspaper bundles and insert-
ing advertising supplements into the daily 

newspaper. This position requires constant 
standing, repetitive bending, stooping and 

lifting of advertising inserts and newspaper 
bundles of up to 50lbs. Candidates must be 

able to work Mon-Fri night. Shift usually be-
gins around 10:00 or 11:00 P.M. To apply, 

come by 403 W. Atchison. 

EOE We are a drug-free workplace.

INDUSTRIAL OILS 
UNLIMITED, LLC

Strong, growing company looking to add 
DRIVERS in the Pampa office. Local de-
liveries, great benefits and pay commen-
surate with experience. Class A CDL with 
current Hazmat and Tanker Endorse-
ments, or must obtain Hazmat and Tanker 
Endorsements within 60 days.

Apply in Person
8565 Co. Rd 12 1/2, Pampa, Tx

Mon-Fri 9-4pm or call 806-669-2171

Direct Care Staff
Pampa

$9.32/hrly.  Annual $19,385.60

This position performs direct care services for 
persons with intellectual developmental disabil-

ities. Responsibilities: training, transporting, 
cooking, feeding, toileting and other duties re-

quired with daily living. A high school 
diploma/GED and a Texas Drivers License re-

quired. Shift Available: Full or Part-time.
Full time 8am-8pm, Saturday and Sunday and 
3pm-11pm Monday and Tuesday. Or Part-time 

8am-8pm, Saturday and Sunday. 
To pick up an application come by Pampa Center, 615 
W. Buckner, Pampa, TX 79065, Call 806-669-3371 or 

download an application at 
www.texaspanhandlecenters.org

An Equal Opportunity Employer

DRUG FREE & SMOKE FREE WORKPLACE 
PRE-EMPLOYMENT DRUG SCREENING 

REQUIRED

QUOTE 3X3.5

2 Happy Ads
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Caeleb Phelps!!! Love, 
Mom, Dad, Brothers &
Sister, & Grandparents
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 
Belinda Brown!!! Love, 
Niece, Nephews, Sisters 
& Parents!

14d Carpentry
OVERHEAD DOOR 
REPAIR Kidwell Con-
struction. Call 669-
6347, 806-663-0192.
CUSTOM Building & 
Remodeling. New or 
Additions. Shawn Dea-
ver Const., 662-2977.

14e Carpet Serv.
NU-WAY

CLEANING SERVICE
Bob Marx Owner-Oper-
ator. Call 665-3541.

14h Gen. Serv.
CERAMIC tile work, 
stucco, cement. Remod-
eling, floor, shower, 
kitchen. Texture, paint-
ing, dry wall. Free esti. 
New# 440-0239 lv msg, 
Jesus Barraza.
HOUSE Cracking? In 
bricks or walls? Child-
ers Brothers, Inc. 800-
299-9563, 806-352-
9563
COX Fence Company. 
Repair old fence or 
build new. Free esti-
mates.  Call 669-7769.

OGLE Fence Co.
Free Estimates

Repair & New Const.
665-1712

14s Plumbing
JACK’S Plumbing
715 W. Foster
665-7115

14w Air Cond/Heat
BROWNING’S Heat-
ing & Air and Refriger-
ation Specialists since 
1964!! 665-1212.

19 Situations
TWO Women will 
clean houses. Refrenc-
es provided. Call Ke-
ven or Shanell at 806-
663-9470
SMALL Engine Repair 
& Maintenance. Mow-
ers, 4-wheelers, etc. 
Free Estimates. Call 
Jason at 806-731-2125

21 Help Wanted
NOTICE

Readers are urged to
fully investigate adver-
tisements which require 
payment in advance for 
information, services or 
goods.

The Pampa News
is in need of a 
Newspaper 

Carrier Substitute
for Tuesdays. 

Must have a valid 
driver’s license, relia-
ble transportation, and 
proper vehicle insur-
ance. Time of Com-

mitment is early 
morning hours. 
Apply within, 

403 W Atchison.
EOE 

Drug Free Workplace

APT Manager 
Position

Must Live On Premises
Salary & Bonuses
E-mail Resume To

nlamarillo@yahoo.com
806-383-1985
806-665-1875

COMMUNITY CARE 
CENTER of Clarendon 
is looking for a week-
end RN. Offers excel-
lent wages. Call 
Wauleen Hiett or Court-
ney Dickson at 806-
874-5221 or stop by 10 
Medical Center Drive, 
Clarendon, TX.

NOW Hiring Satellite 
Technicians. Will train. 
Must pass background 
& drug test. Serious
Applicants Only! Call 
Matt 928-221-1119 to 
apply.

SEEKING EXPERI-
ENCED Rig Operator 
& 2 Rig Hands. Send 
Resume to P.O. Box 
1422, Pampa, Tx 79066

21 Help Wanted
TURNER ENERGY
Drivers needed for 
Pampa & Miami yards. 
Day/Night Apply in 
person at 1333 N. Price 
Road. No phone calls 
please.

SCOUT Energy 
Partners is needing 

experienced Pumpers
needed. •Must have a 

Valid DL & Pass 
Drug Screen. Salary is 
comparable to experi-

ence. Send your re-
sume to 216 Price 
Rd., Pampa, TX 

79065
806-662-6349

RED River Steakhouse 
is hiring for Wait Staff. 
Part time & Full time, 
day & night. Preferably 
days. Please apply in 
person at 101 W. Hwy 
66 in McLean.

GRAY County Sher-
iff’s Office is currently 
accepting applications 
for part time shift cook. 
Pick up and return ap-
plication to the Sheriff’s 
Office. No Phone Calls.

SIVALLS Inc. is look-
ing for a Layout Fabri-
cator, Welder Fabri-
cator, must pass weld-
ing tests & Mainte-
nance Tech w/electri-
cal & mechanical exp. 
Must have good driving 
record & good attend-
ance Drug tests re-
quired for all posi-
tions. Benefits: health 
ins., profit sharing, 
401K, 8 paid holidays 
and 10 days vacation 
per year. 806-665-7111, 
Pampa, Tx.

FOUNTAIN at Heard 
Jones seeking someone 
who is mature, friendly, 
hard working. Waitress 
and or grill cook exp. a 
plus. Apply at Heard-
Jones, 114 N. Cuyler.

GENERAL Labor. Out-
door work, loading 
trucks, cleaning, minor 
maintenance. Must be 
willing and able to 
work varying shifts, 
nights and weekends 
when necessary. Must 
be able to pass drug 
test. Honesty and de-
pendability is essential. 
If interested call 903-
343-9141 for appl. and 
interview. Must have a 
valid drivers license.

CHURCH needs a full-
time qualified Finan-
cial Secretary/Book-

keeper. Skills required 
include Accounting-
Bookkeeping experi-

ence, payroll, Accounts 
Receivable, Accounts 
Payable, and computer 
skills, especially Excel. 

Send resume to:
Box 31 c/o

The Pampa News,
P.O. Box 2198

Pampa, TX 79066-2198

Multi-disciplinary 
healthcare office is 

expanding our team. 
Direct patient care 

position. On the job 
training. FAX resume 

to 806-665-0537.

THE Pampa Chamber 
of Commerce has an 
immediate opening for 
a secretary. applicants 
should have strong 
computer and organiza-
tional skills, be familiar 
with Quickbooks and 
database systems and 
posses the ability to 
multitask and prioritize 
work. Send resumes to 
the Chamber office 200 
N. Ballard or email to 
admin@pampachamber.com

21 Help Wanted
NATURAL Gas Serv-
ices Group is seeking a 
Field Compressor Me-
chanic for the 
Pampa/Wheeler area 
and surrounding vicini-
ty. This individual must 
be able to perform 
maintenance, trouble-
shoot CAT, Cummins, 
GM engines and also 
screw and reciprocating 
compressors in the 
field. Must have good 
driving background and 
pass DOT. Excellent 
Salary & Benefit pack-
age. For more informa-
tion or to submit re-
sume contact Employ-
ment@ngsgi.com or 
call 432-262-2766.

69 Misc.

AMERICAN
SELF STORAGE, 
2500 N. HOBART

PAMPA, TX
AUCTION

Wed. January 23, 
2013 @ 1pm.

Sell by
CompleteUnit

Only
Household & Misc.

#C011 Hockaday
#D006 Ledford
#B011 Zavala

NEW King size mat-
tress set. Sale $560. 
Queen sets $246. Coun-
try Red Barn. 1424 S. 
Barnes. 665-2767

69a Garage Sales
ESTATE Sale: Piano, 
billards table w/racks, 
balls, cues, living room 
furn., china hutch, wall 
art, decorations, lamps, 
mirrors, womens cloth-
ing, shoes, purses. 676-
3814, 1805 Beech, Sat. 
& Sunday.

80 Pets & Suppl.
2 Australian Shepherds 
FREE TO A GOOD 
HOME! Both Female, 
One Black 5y/o. One 
White with blue eyes 3 
y/o. Loves to play Fris-
bee! Call 663-2385

89 Wanted To Buy

NEED Money Now? 
We Buy & Sell Houses 
& pay Top $$
Call today!! 665-1875

95 Furn. Apts.

All real estate adver-
tised herein is subject 
to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise "any prefer-
ence, limitation, or 
discrimination be-
cause of race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or 
national origin, or in-
tention to make any 
such preference, limi-
tation, or discrimina-
tion." State law also 
forbids discrimination 
based on these fac-
tors. We will not 
knowingly accept any 
advertising for real 
estate which is in vio-
lation of the law. All 
persons are hereby in-
formed that all dwell-
ings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

95 Furn. Apts.
ROOM For Rent, $110 
week, all bills paid in-
cluding cable. Private 
entrance. Call 806-661-
8508

96 Unfurn. Apts.
APTS. Houses Duplex-
es. K&B Properties. 
Ref. & dep. req. Lake-
view Apts. 669-4386
HOMES & APTS. 1
and 2 bdr. Largest sq. 
footage in Pampa. Great 
Value! 665-1875 
LRG 1 bdr. apts. w/ ap-
pli, are in walking dis-
tance tothings you need. 
665-4274, 663-2579

LRG 1 bdr. apts. 
w/ appli, are in 

walking distance 
to things you 

need. 665-4274, 
663-8612

MINUTES from down-
town-efficiencies. Short 
term leases avail. 806-
665-4274, 663-2579.
SCHNEIDER Apart-
ments. Call for special 
rates. Short term lease. 
Business people wel-
come. 665-0415
Walking distance from 
things you needlarge 1 
bdr. apts & duplexes 
w/appli. & efficiencies.  
665-4274, 665-1875

97 Furn. Houses
4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath, 1 
Car garage, w/ applian-
ces. 1913 Zimmers Call 
806-662-7557
FOR Rent 2b/2ba, 520 
S. Gillespic, carport, 
c h/a, all appl., fenced 
yard & patio. $500/mo., 
$500 deposit. Call 806-
665-2474 or 806-664-
0747 

98 Unfurn. Houses
PICK up rental list, in 
the Black Box, at 125 S. 
Houston, Pampa.
3BEDROOM, 1 bath-
room, 1 car garage at 
1133 Juniper, $595 per 
month. Call 806-664-
2052
701 E. 15th, 3/1, fire-
place, c h/a, 2 living 
areas. $730 per mo. 
Owner/Agent Jan Phil-
lips. 469-647-8552.

1125 Terry Road, 3 
bedroom, central heat 
and air, Reference Req. 
Call Heliodoro at 806-
440-1969

3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 
living areas, garage. Re-
modeled kitchen. Priva-
cy fence. $950 mo. plus 
dep. Call 663-0058.

3 bed, 1 b, new carpet, 
paint, stove, c h & air, 
$700 mo., $200 dep. 
509 Hazel. Call 806-
418-2484 lv. message.

CLEAN 2 bdr., 1 ba., 
gar. $550 per mo. $550 
dep. Ref. required 514 
N. Dwight. Call 806-
440-1445

820 Bradley, 2 bdr, 1 
bath with patio, partial-
ly furnished. $600 
month, $300 dep. Call 
662-3288.

102 Bus. Rental

DOWNTOWN office 
space for rent. Utilities 
& cleaning service pro-
vided. Ample parking. 
669-6823

OFFICE Space for rent, 
ask about 3 months free 
rent. 669-6841.

103 Homes For Sale
HOUSE for sale by 
Owner in White Deer, 
3br/2ba/2car Storm cel-
lar, fully updated. 806-
663-6063.
HOUSE For Sale, 2128 
Beech. 1773 Sq. Ft. 
Brick, 3 BR, 2 updated 
Bth, 2 Car Gar. New 
carpet & flooring. Call 
806-665-5258 or 806-
665-6815.
HOUSE For Sale, Price 
Reduced 1909 N Zim-
mers. 1674 Sq. Ft. 
Brick, 3 bd, 1 3/4 bth, 2 
Living Areas, 2 Car Ga-
rage, Storage bldg. Call 
806-336-3560  or  806-
355-0963
OWNER Will Finance

501 Doucette,
2 br, 1 ba,

Priced reduced,
440-1698, Trustar Re.
OWNER Will Finance

1412 E. Browning,
2 br, 1 bath
440-1698

Trustar Re.
TRUSTAR Real Estate 
for all your complete 
real estate needs. Show, 
list, property mgmt. 
665-4595.

106 Coml. Property
RETAILS and garage 
space. Centrally locat-
ed. Great value. 665-
1875 or 881-8518

114 Recre. Veh.
1986 Interbox

33 foot Toy Hauler
All Steel, Wench, Auto 
Jack, Tie Downs, Cab-
inets, 3 new tires, 3 
axle. 

Call 580-649-8373
to see

Reduced!!!!
Priced For Quick Sale
FOR Sale 09 Polaris 
RZR-S, Side by side. 
Lots of access. Call for 
info.$12,500. 806-440 
6094 or 806-665-8158

ONE OWNER
2005 Springdale

26 ft Travel Trailer
(by Clearwater)

Excellent 
Condition!

**Bumper Pull
**12 ft + Slide-Out

**Microwave
**Central Heat

**3 Tanks 
**Awning

**New Tires
**Equalizer Hitch

$10,950
806-376-8306

115 Trailer Parks
TUMBLEWEED
Acres, Storm Shelters, 
fenced, stor. bldg. avail. 
665-0079, 886-2230

120 Autos
TRY M&S Auto for all 
your auto needs call 
Ray or Thomas 120 N. 
Gray, 669-6990

2002
Z71 SUBURBAN

White
Nice Tan Leather

Interior
Sunroof

Good Tires
242,000 mi.

$5000
Call 806-255-0433

FOR Sale 1987 Ford 
Econoline, good work 
van $1,500 OBO. Call 
665-2880.

2005 GMC Crew cab 
4x4 Loaded , $13000

806-433-9941

120 Autos
IDEAL FOR

COLLECTORS!
1979 Pontiac TransAm. 
White / blue, lrg bird on 
hood. One owner! 
24,500 actual miles, 6.6 
L, 403 Eng. Auto. trans-
mission. All original. 
Good price. $21,900. 
Call 806-665-4836
1992 Buick Roadmas-
ter, 4D Sedan, Clean, in 
good condition inside 
and out, Runs well. 
$3200. 806-665-4180, 
440-3044.

121 Trucks
2002 Chevy Silverado
Single cab, orange met-
alic. Boss rims. 5.3 V-8. 
Only 86,000 miles.
Asking NADA $8500

806-662-4909
2003 Dodge 2500 Die-
sel. Four door, tires 
have 7,500 miles, 
214,000 miles very 
clean, runs great. Call 
Cody @ 662-1841 
leave message.

122 Motorcycles
2000 Honda Valkyre

Interstate
has:

Faring
Hard Bags

Red & Black
In

Excellent Condition!
$7500

806-662-4909
2007 HARLEY

SPORSTER 1200
4900 Miles

White Gold Pearl
Excellent Shape!!

$7500
Call 663-6317
2005 EXTOIX

CYCLE VISION
Replica of Easy Rider

6 spd 124cc
S&S

Lots of Chrome
$11,500 OBO
806-662-1985

2002 Harley Davidson 
V-Rod Collector’s Edi-
tion, silver w/all 
chrome accessories. 
Mint condition, 4,000 
miles. $24,000 new, 
selling for $14,000. 
806-440-1347.

Public Notice
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is given that 
original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate 
of Bryant Flowers, De-
ceased, were issued on 
January 16, 2013 under 
Docket No. 9988, pend-
ing in the County Court 
of Gray County, Texas, 
to JO LYNN ROW-
LAND, TIMOTHY 
EARL FLOWERS, and 
JAMES ROY FLOW-
ERS.
Claims may be present-
ed in care of the attor-
ney for this estate, ad-
dressed as follows:

Estate of Bryant 
Flowers, Deceased

c/o Garland Sell
504 S. Polk Ste. 101

Amarillo, TX
79101-2318

All persons having 
claims against this es-
tate, which is currently 
being administered, are 
required to present them 
within the time prescri-
bed by law.
Sell Griffin McLain PC

504 S. Polk, Ste. 101
Amarillo, TX 

79101-2318
ATTORNEYS FOR 

THE ESTATE

HOMESPETSFOR SALE

TOP OF TEXAS CLASSIFIEDS 
The Best Stuff Sells 
in 

Happy Ads Are Now                          Available!

669-2525
Call Today!

Wish 
Someone 
Happy 
Birthday

FREEfor 

Herbs Etc.

109 W Kingsmill . Pampa 
(806) 665.4883 

www.panhandlesunshine.com

HERBS • VITAMINS • WEIGHT LOSS • ENERGY 
WOMEN’S & MEN’S NEEDS

· Nature’s Sunshine Herbs & Vitamins
· Weekly Herb Talks
· Chewable and Liquid Supplements
· Non-GMO Protein Supplements
· Essential Oils (Aromatherapy)
· 20 Years Experience
· Se Habla Espanol
· BioEnergetic Needs Assessment

M-F 10-5:30

HOMESPETSFOR SALE

TOP OF TEXAS CLASSIFIEDS 
The Best Stuff Sells 
in 

Need To Sell 
Merchandise With An 

Ad That’s Really 
Cheap????

Get Your Ad In The Top Of 
Texas Classified Listings 

In The Pampa News

669-2525
Call StephanieToday 
For Questions & Deadlines

Classified Section Only. Last Minute Ads not included. Ads 
paid in advance. 5 line Ad - 1 item per Ad & Price has to be 
stated in Ad. Merchandise Only - Homes for sale, Garage 

Sales Not Included!

Items Priced under $50 - 5 lines/7 days 

$5.00
Items Priced $50-$100 - 5 lines/7 days 

$10.00
Items Priced $100 -$200- 5 lines/7 days 

$19.00

YOUR 
STUFF!!!

FOR SALE
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Subscribe 
Today!

$5

1 month - $9.50

Call Today!
806-669-2525

The Pampa News is delivered 
through the Mail daily Tuesday 

through Saturday.  No papers are 
issued on Holidays. 

Get The E-Edition too 
for an extra 

A month

3 months - $28.50

6 months - $59.00

1 Year - $114.00



DEAR ABBY: I would 
like to respond to “Still 
Grieving in Arkansas” 
(Nov. 20), who was 
upset that he didn’t get a 
response to a note he sent 
to his wife’s treating physi-
cian after her death.

As an RN, my mom 
had a tendency to become 
very close to patients who 
required long-term care in 
the hospital. It seemed that 
she never had any “emo-
tional detachment” from 
her patients, but instead 
formed an “emotional 
attachment.” 

I recall many times dur-
ing the convalescence or 
death of these patients, 
Mom would come home 
from work and go to bed 

and cry from her own 
bereavement. As her son, 
I grieved, too, because it 
hurt me to see Mom hurt-
ing. As a young child, my 
father, siblings and I could 
have done without these 
periods of unnecessary 
emotional pain.

Therefore, Dear Abby, 
I think you were right 
to say, “Please forgive 
them” when doctors and 
nurses don’t exhibit pub-
lic remorse during times 
of grief. — RN’S SON IN 
GEORGIA

DEAR RN’S SON: 
Thank you for describing 
your mother’s response 
to a patient’s passing and 
how it affected the fam-
ily. However, I also heard 
from many health care 

providers who said that it 
IS their duty to acknowl-
edge the passing of one 
of their patients, and it 
should be considered part 
of the healing process for 
both the patient’s family 
and the health care pro-
vider. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: I am a 
hematologist-oncologist. I 
try to send a sympathy card 
to each family after the 
death of their relative. If I 
receive a note or a copy of 
an obituary, I try to call the 
person to thank them for 
taking the time to contact 
me. 

After seeing “Grieving’s” 
letter, I took an informal 
poll of my colleagues and 
was gratified that many DO 
send notes. I was surprised 
that some do not extend 
sympathies. After hearing 
it, I encouraged them all 
to do so. It’s the least we 
can do to promote healing 
among the survivors. — 

OHIO ONCOLOGIST
DEAR ABBY: I am a 

retired medical oncolo-
gist. Early in my career, a 
grieving patient’s husband 
berated me for not con-
tacting the family after his 
wife died. It was then that 
I realized that despite my 
excellent care, the family 
needed something more — 
closure. For 30 years, until 
I retired, I sent a personal 
sympathy card and mes-
sage to each family con-
cerning their loss. Sharing 
these thoughts also gave 
ME closure. — DOCTOR 
JACK IN ARIZONA

DEAR ABBY: Please 
let “Grieving” know that 
one reason the health 
care professionals did not 
acknowledge his wife’s 
death may have been they 
were instructed by the hos-
pital/treatment center not 
to. In this day and age, 
when doctors are sued for 
malpractice, these types 

of sympathy notes can be 
used in court. — YVONNE 
IN AMSTERDAM, 
NETHERLANDS

DEAR ABBY: I am at an 
age when I have lost many 
family members. NOT 
ONCE has the doctor sent 
a condolence card or letter 
to any family member. On 
the other hand, I have also 
lost many pets. Each time, 
the veterinarian sent a card 
or note, personally signed 

and often with the signa-
tures of the entire office 
staff. I do not believe medi-
cal doctors care less for 
their patients than veteri-
nary doctors care for fam-
ily pets, but that vets have 
made sending condolences 
part of their office proto-
col. Medical doctors might 
well consider adding that 
protocol to their practices. 
— MARY IN VIRGINIA
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PAMPA REGIONAL
MEDICAL CENTER

You work hard, you’re good 
at what you do, and you take 
pride in that work.
We can relate to that. The doctors, nurses and 
technicians at Pampa Regional Medical Center 
share that same pride—pride that grows from the 
feeling of a job well done.

Pampa Regional Medical Center—
This is your hospital.
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