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rock region.
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Workforce Commission: Midland labor

® November unemployment holds
steady at 2.1 percent - the lowest
in Texas

By Mella McEwen

mmcewenid mrt com

Midland’s labor market cooled along
with the weather, according to Novem-
ber figures released Fnday by the Texas
Workforce Commission

Lnemployment in the commission s
Midland nu.trnrmlnan statistical arca
(MSA) remained at 2 | percent, un-
changed from October and just below the
2 4 percent reported in November 2017

Midland continued to enjoy the state s
lowest unemployment, followed by
Amanllo at 2.5 percent and Odessa at 2 6
percent.

Willie Taylor. chief executive ofhicer
of the commission’s Workforce Solutions
Perrmian Basin, observed a small decline
i Midland s civilhian labor force, which
fell below 100 000 for the first ime since
September

I'he November workforce fell almost
600 10 99,745 but 1s well above the No-
vember 2017 figure of 94,6713

He said there was also a shight increase
in unemployment claims and a shght drop
in wages, all of which he attnibuted to seca
sonal factors - weather, the hohidavs and

possibly a slowdown in oilfield activity

“When you have such a need for
thousands of workers, it doesn’t seem hke
much of a slowdown.” Taylor said

Midland lost 700 jobs from October to
November, led by the loss of 1,100 jobs
in the Mining, Logging and Construction
sector which includes Midland s domu-
nant ol industry

I'he Education and Health Services
sector lost 200 yobs, followed by Financial
Activities, which lost 100 jobs

I'hose losses were offset by the gamn ol
400 jyobs in the Trade, Iransportation and
Litihties sector, 200 yobs 1in the Govern-
ment sector and 100 jobs in the Manufac-
uring sector

market cools

For the 12 months from November 2017
to November 2018, Midland gained 5,600
jobs for a growth rate of 5.7 percent

Mining. | ogging and Construction led
with the addition of 4 300 jobs, followed
by Trade. Transportation and Utiliies wath
700 jobs and the Leisure and Hospitahity
sector with 600 jobs

I'he Manufacturing sector and the Other
Services sectors cach added 200 jobs
while the Government sector added 1(X)
jobs

'he only sector to lose jobs duning that
period was the Educanion and Health Ser-
vices sector, which lost 400 jobs

Please see LABOR A
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Average price of gas
drops another 9 cents

@ Mudland price 1s down
by more than 50 cents in
last eight weeks

By Stewart Doreen

sdoreema mrt com

For the second straight week,

AAA lexas s reporting a 9-cent
drop m the average price of gas
i Mdland, and for the second
strmight week, no Texas city
posted a larger drop

'he organization reports Mid-
land and Abilene were tops when
it came o the larger average
price decline

Last week, Miudland was alone
al the top of the state's .
metropolitan arcas

I'he 9-cent drop was nearly
double the state average (S cents)
and means that in the past eight
weeks, drivers in Midland have
scen pnices drop S| cents, to an
average of $2 54 a gallon for
regular unicaded

What also didn 't change week
1o week was that Midland had
the highest average in the state.
according 1o AAA Texas

I'he average in Madland 1s
§2 cents gher than the state
average and 66 cents behind the
average reported in Amanlio

James Durbin/Reporter- Telegram

on Friday 21 the Hal! Park Rons and

the lowest in the state

9

larger

gallon of gas

cities m the region

£20%Vmm El Paso

Drivers in Mudland are paving,
on average, 15 percent more than
their neighbors 1o the north for a

Midland and Odessa, at $2 S|
a gallon, are well behind other

I'he prices in those ciies are
$1 91 mn Lubbock, $1 96 in San
Angelo, $2 01 in Abilene and

When 1t comes 1o the decline
over the past eight weeks, there
15 still room for improvement,
but Midland  down S| cents
has closed or 1s closing the gap
with other cihwes in the region

Price retreat
continues;
oil falls from
$50 range

From staff and wire reports

( rude pnces continued their retreat thas
week, weakened by continued concerns
about growing supplies of sl primar
tly UU'S shales and increasing concems
about a weakening global economy,
which would undercut o1l demand

West Texas Intermediate fell below the
$50 level Monday and remained below
that level all week. WTI futures lost 29
cents to close at $45 59 a barrel Fnday
while the posted price ended the week al
$42. down $6 from Monday Natural gas
remaimned below $4 per Mcf but closed
the week with a 23 cent jump to $3 K16
per Mcf on the New York Mercantile
I'xchange

Report: Little change to rigs
in Pormian, Texas

I'he number of ngs actively dnlling
for sl and gas jumped by nine from las!
week even with U 'S crude onl prices s
ting well below $50 a barrel, according 1o
a Houston ( hronicle reponrt

I he Bakken shale in North Dakota led

Please see O, A

In Odessa. that decline is also
ST cents

(ther pnice decreases over the
past cight weeks are San Ange
lo, 52 cents, Amanllo, S8 cents,
| ubbock, 65 cents, I Paso, AKX
cents, and Abilene, 70 cents

[istributors have 1old the
Reporter- Telegram there are
many complexities in the fuel
business that impact pncing

hey pointed to the high cost
ol transporiatbon from Gull ( oast
refinenies and Midland s distance
from pipelines

I'here are also 1ssues with the

Please see GAS A

Price of olf
$45.59 v $0.29
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A baby hormed hizard was lagged with a harmonic tracking
devices Sepl. 5 before beng released al Mason Mountain WMA

n Mason

Researchers track
Texas horny toads to

help bolster lizards

By Charles Scudder
F'he Dallas Morning New's

DALLAS — In a wel-
come surprise to research
ers highting to protect the
state reptile, signs are good
that a number of Texas
homed lizard hatchlings
relcased this fall have sur-
vived into hibernation

I'he Dallas Moming
News reports the hatch-
lings were born at the Fort
Worth Zoo this summer.
part of an ambitious
program to bring the hzard
back to Texas landscapes
I'he partnership between
[exas 700s, the Texas
Parks and Wildhife Depart-
ment and Texas Chrnistian
Umiversity has worked
to study and protect the
iconic cnitter, but success
has been slow and hard 1o
measure

However, new tracking
technology and a refocused
cffort 10 release hatchlings
could be the latest, greatest
hope to bring the species
back from the brink

{Ince backvard favor.
ites across the state, the
lexas homed hizard  or
horny toad, or homed
frog, or whatever yvou call
them - has vamished from
most parts of the state for
reasons researchers can |
fully explain

For the past decade. by
ologists, zookeepers. Texas
Parks & Wildlife Depart-
ment ofhcials and others
have worked together to try
o remtroduce the hzards in
some pockets of the state
| hey ve tned moving adult
hzards from South Texas
to Central Texas They ve
tried breeding hizards in
700s and releasing captive
bred adults

Recently, the effor
prvoted to releasing hatch
lings bomn at Texas 700s.

O

From IA

the way with an increase of
three ngs The Chronicle
also reports the hitle
known Mississippian shale
in Oklahoma and Kansas
also added three ngs, giv-
ing the play a total of eight
active ngs, including the
only two rigs operating in
Kansas

The total ng count rose
this week to | 0RO nigs na
tronwide, according to the
energy services firm Baker
Hughes. a GF company Of
that tally, X813 are dnlling
primanly for ol while 197
are actively secking natural
gas

LABOR

From IA

“We have a very hight
labor market.” savd Taylor
“Compamcs arc still rely-
ing on outside workers
r:nmlnf n, and that's hard
to track. My board ells
me they re seeing things
sicady and busy. We need
skilled workers in all
scctors.”

Midland and Odcssa arc
not the only Texas met-
ropolitan arcas nceding
workers, he saud, noting
all the state’s metro arcas

arc reporting low
uncmployment

Said Taylor, “dealing
with labor force 1s not

casy. It’s very compets-
tive all across the nation.

We're at full employment

all across Texas

including those 1in Dallas
and Fort Worth. The baby
l1zards, some hardly the
size of a quarter, were too
small for radio transmit-
ters Ofhcials had to sim-
ply release the hizards and
hope for the best without
tracking them

I'his year, however,
10 of the 139 hatchlings
released at Mason Moun-
tain Wildhife Management
Area in September were
fixed with iny harmonic
tracking devices that can
be used on smaller reptiles,
amphibians and insects

In the past, 1t appeared
that most if not all of the
hatchlings released here
died within a few months
ven in good conditions,
horned hzards have a high
mortahity rate, so cflforts
have focused on releasing
hundreds of hatchlings at
once to establish a stable
population

I hanks to the new har
monic tracking technology.
however, rescarchers were
able to follow the 10 hatch
lings through the fall

A month into the project, |

five were still trackable In
carly November, one hzard
had buned itself for hiber
nation, three had lost thewr
tags by shedding their skin,
and one was still above
ground and trackable De-
spite a few hard freezes in
“November, that last hzard
was still up and moving as
late as last week

On Dec. 4, resecarchers
saw the hizard digging, and
by Dec 13 1t was fully
buried for the winter

Dhane Barber, cura
tor of ectotherms at the
Fort Worth Zo00. said the
Project s success means
they are purchasing more
racking equipment to con-
tinue studying survivorship
and macrohabitats of the
juventle hzards

Out of the KR1 il nigs,
well more than half of
them 486 - are situ
ated in the booming Perm
1an Basin in West Texas
and extending into New
Mexico Texas accounts
for 531 ngs overall, almost
50 percent of the nation’s
full wally

Because of pipeline
shortages in West Texas,
many Companics are
continuing to dnll Perrman
wells while leaving more
of them uncompleted for
the time bemg until new
pipelines come online

I'he total count 1s up
from an all-time low of
404 ngs n May 2016

Midland unemployment
2018 | '
@

The infrastructure issucs
that arc scrving as bamers
to recrusting new workers

such as housing. roads
and the cost of living
arc being addressed, he
said, but “it’s going to -

- worked
. college until discovening a
' new passion when she started
- work as a hicensed vocational
- nurse. She went
- school 1n the

- Midland.

- working mights as a tclemetny

| cooking and
. weekends cooking enchiladas

" having

- law.

| TX and

LOCAL & STATE
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. We are honored to take a mo-

Nathan Hunsinger/The Dallas Morning News via AP | ..t 10 tell you about the life

of our incredible mother. |t
1s a hfe that should be cele-
brated and remembered as
one full of love for us and ev-
eryone else around her

Carol June James was bomn
on September 3. 1943 n
McCamey. Texas, 1o George

| and Clydene Wolfrum, the |
' second of three daughters
' She passed away on Decem-

ber 19, 2018 in Mudland, TX
Mom had a love of ant and
camed an ant degree from
San Angclo State.  She
vanous jobs after

back 1o
carly 1970s
with the help of her parents.

| camed a nursing degree and
. became a registered nurse

Afler that we moved to

where she started

nurse at Midland Mcmonal
Hospital, where she worked
for 1S vears. Then she
worked at Women's & (Child-
ren’s for a while before mos
ing back to McCamey to help
care for her father. who had
Parkinson's, taking a nursing
posihon at McCamev Hospi-
tal and eventually becoming
the director of the nursing
home there, until retinng due

| 10 health 1ssucs

had a
spent

IHH.' ol
many

She also

with her best fnend lrene

ncvel
stopped her love of art, paint
ing lots of pictures and doing
needlepomt and other craft
items over the vears

She 15 survived W her
vounger sister and brother-in
Becky and Ronme
Gryder of McKmnev, Ty, her
son Douglas James of Mud-
land. her daughter | ¢ Anna
James-GGay &  Joshua of

| Olympia, Washington, } mie
| ces, Mchssa & FEdwin Kirby
| of Tvler, Ix

Jana (wvder &
Don of Austin. TX . Janct
Hunter & Stewart of Frnisco.
lack and

Kennads Alex

| James of Mudland and Brodic

and Spencer James-Gay ol

- Olymma

She was preceded in death

. by her parents and her older

- From 1A

high cost of hiving, at Icast
in Miidland and Odcessa.
where rents are climb-
Ing at ralcs incomparabic
around the nation

There's also the supply-

. and-demand factor

There 1s a great demand
in Midland and Odcssa

. rclative to the amount of
. supply

AAA Tcxas reports that

' the last ime Texans pad

an average of $2 02 for a

. gallon of rcgular unicaded
. gas

which was the casc
this week  was July

- 2017

With R 4 mullbion Texans

: cxpected to travel SO

That ummiwhy
he continues to encourage
the region’s young people
1o stay here, enroll in local
traiming programs, cnroll

| sister
| McCamey, TX

- will
| Cemetery.  Mr
. borm 1n Pontales. NM on May

- and
| Shirey and passed away at |

. model trains
' od and well known as “THE
bar-b-ques and |
- potlucks with her ncaighbors
. and making Chnstmas candy
| with her mom She

| encourager
| and always praised his kids

grandchildren |
" Lynn  Sharev I
. Chnstina, Ragan Hams and
- hushand

| Y ansh and hushand Jim. scv-

Sarah Tucker all of

Visitation 1s Saturday, De
cember 22, from 6:00 to X-00
p.m. at Elhs Funeral Home,
with services on Sunday. De-
cember 23, at 11:00 a.m , fol-
lowed by a graveside service

L at 2:00 pm. in McCamey at |

Resthaven (Cemetery

Ellis Funeral Home

} unerals & Cremations
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Bdon Lynn Shirey

Funcral scrvices for Eldon |

Lynn Shirey, 72, of Pearland,
1exas will be held on Satur-
day, December 22, 2018 at
1000 am at Kirbw

Smiuth-Rogers Funeral Home

Chapel with Reverend John |
Bunal |

McClean officiating
follow at Lowvington

Shirey  was

31. 1946 1o Clarence Oren
Martha { Denerson)

nis home in Pearland, TX on
December 18, 2018

He graduated from Mud-
land High School While at
high school. he loved playing
sports He was a lineman for
the MHS foothall team and
was Presidemt of the Student
(ouncil at MHS He contin
ucd his studics afier gradua-
hon at Texas Tech 'nivers:-

1y, Eldon was sclf-employed

and dvd remodeling on model

' tramns and overhauled motors

for mode!l trans  He was the
“go 10 guy” to help fix thenr
Highly respect

MOTORMAN"  for buying
and scling motors all over

- the world and his saving was

alwavs Happy Tramms """ He
was a Chnstian and a spintu
al man, a fathcr who was an
very  thoughtful

Fldon was also considerate
of others He had faith that
could move mountams and
he had more faith than sensc

He was an independent soul |

who always did things "his
way "~ He had a hcart of gold
and will be greatly missed
Precccdimg him in  dcath
were his parents and one I

| fant sister Deborah Shirey

Surviving him s his son
and two daughters  Eldon
and wife

tnc and Fmily

en grandchildren Breanna
Hams., Blake and

wilc

- Wednesday
| 2018
| Baylor

1 NCS,

Mandy Hams, Blane Hams,
Jason Shirey, Jessica Shirey
Brooke Yansh and Corey
Yansh, great-grandchildren
Kairee, Aaliyah, Mila, Sadee,

Jaxson and ll° Max on the |

way. Also. onc sister

Jeannette and husband David |

LoPour of Lovington, NM, |
Delbert and |

brothers
wifc Lorcta Shirey
Bobby and wife

Shirey and a host of fnends

Wo
and

(ondolences may be sent to |
L www kirbvsmuthrogers com

in ki
Scott & White All
Samts Medical Center. She
was born November 16, 1953

Emma was raiscd and cdu-

| cated m Midland She retired
' from Mudland ISD afier 32
| vears of teaching -~

Emma lecaves her famuly
behind to chensh her memo-
wo sons. Manucl
Madnd Jr and wife Trac
Madnd and Moscs Madnd
and wife Tasha, four grand
children lahana Madnd
Manuel Jaxon Madnd. Flisa

Madnd and Nina Posev all of

- Mudland, TX

She also leaves behind her
parents, Jesus and Avelina
Natividad. one brother. Saul
Natmwidad, four sisters.
Yolanda Romero. ( cha
(ronzalez, Nora Natmnwdad
and Anna Ramos. numerous
uncles, aunts, nephews, mie
ces and cousins

Funcral .service will be 1o-
day at 12000 pm ot

| Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin - Fu-

neral Home Chapel Bunal
will follow at Resthaven Me-
monal Park

Pallbcarcrs for the service
will be 1] leon. Ravmond
(varcia.  Clav  Perkins

Jonathan Moreno. limh

. Reves, Marky Ramos. Steven

Ramos and Issac Natinvdad

Funcral service s under
the direchon of | ewallen
Garca-Pipkin Funcral Home
Family messages and condo
lerwes may be ecmatled 10
pipkimiants online net of you
can vistt our website al
www lewallengarciapipkinfh
(R

1 scewnllen
s Cexarcia
l‘ipkin

F-aamveral Flaovene:
i & il .
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Gas price report

Cheapest gas: §2 41 (Sam’s Chub, Tradewinds/SH 191)
MPIMMM[HISIW
SH 191/FM 1788, Alon, Big Spring/Flonda Avenue. Stripes,

Front/Garfieid)

Cheapest prices in West Texas: Lubbock $1 72, Amarilio
$1.78 El Paso $1 84, San Angelo $1.79, Abillene $1 91,

Odessa $2 37. Midiand $2 41

Thursday
Las! weak

Last month
Last your

milcs or more to thewr
holiday destination, a
ycar-cnd travel record and
4 pereent Increase over
last ycar, the organization

in local community col-
leges or local universitics
and cntcr the workforce
when they graduate.

“We need 1o address the
quality of life and get our
young people to

Texas
$2 005
$2 071
$2 318
$2 182

Sowrce TexasGesPrnces com

capects drivers wall cer-
tainly cxpenence savings
at the pump compared to
this timc last ycar

“AAA Texas cxpects K 4

e 32)
. (3.4)
. (25)

.. (38)

e (39)
e (38)
s (3.8)
(39)

e (4.3)

e (48)
e (8.2)
it G
— T

understand this s the
place to live,” he saod
“We arc so0 blessed 1o have
a community with jobs,
where anyone who wants
to work can work, where
peopie care about the

Cheryl |

- lovingly
m Midland, TX 1o Jesus and |
| Avelina Natwvidad

- Granville (G 2

Glenda Lee “Trixie"
Wright

Glenda Lee "Trnxe”
Wnght left this earth on
December 14, 201R8 after RO
years of spreadimg love to her
family and fnends and those
who knew her She loved 1o
travel | always up for new ad-
ventures even zip liming mn
Costa Rica when she was 78

Her favonte meal of ham

| burgers , Orcos , pcanut bnt-

tle and e cream along with

' her wed Chardonnay were
. Emma Natividad. 65 of |
. Midland, Texas passed away
December 19, |
Worth, TX at |

some of the secrets 1o her ey

. er lasting becauty combined

with the leamed lesson 1o
never go to bed withow
cleansing your face. She
spoke her own language we
refer to as
Inuicisms that have h.'pf s
all laughing and crymg over
the years  She was devoted
to others dunng her 35 plus
vears as a registered nurse
bemng recognized many times
over for her outstanding care
of her paticnts. She taught us
what lovalty and determina
tion arc and how to have fun

We lcamed from her that
dogs arc God s greatest gift 1o
man with horses commng in a
close sccond Above all she
laught us unconditional love
We will continue 1o love and
honor her memory always

She s adored and missed
bv her daughter Stephamie
Wnght and granddaughtcr
Lexi Flder and beloved dog
Jowoy of ( YICss I X brother
2* and Susan
Lasscter of Richmond, TX
sister Glona and Dan Riley
of Fulshear TX Her meces
Angela Thompson and Jenna
Scot, nephews Chns Riley
Granville  Lasseter 1]
Benjamin | asseter  and
familes

Death Notices

Virginia
Stephenson
(Clark)

Virgima
[(Iiﬂdl ol

Sephenson
E!Hﬂﬂﬁd. I
~ossed away on n(‘u"l’ﬂhfr
19, 201K She was bom on
August 6 1921 1n Coalgatc
(Xlahoma where she will be
laad 10 rest

AN Obirmaries must be
smbmitted by 3:30 PM.
prmr fe mext ptlelfmn Jn

milhion Texans to dmve 1o
thewr hohdav destunation
this ycar, whichisa 4
percent Incrcasc ycar
over-year, sawd Dan-
icl Armbrustcr, AAA
Texas AAA New Mexico
spokcsman. “No doubt.
chcaper gas prices arc
fuching their decision to
hit the road ™

Ycar-over-ycar, only
two cihics 1n Texas are
showing higher averages

Miudland (S conts) and

{)dessa (6 conts), accord-
ing to AAA Texas

The statc average
YCar-over-ycar 1S a
drop of 15 cents. Six of
the 27 arcas arc showing
drops of 20 cents or more

community.

A Iittle diversificanon
across the arca’s industnal
scctors would be phe-
nomcnal. he said, but “the

| t of the onl and gas
|:J:ny here 1s

unbclicvable ~

Statewnde, the scason-
ally adyusted unemploy-
ment ratc was 1 7 percent,
unchanged from October,
when 1t reached a histonc
42- low

state added 14,000

scasonally adjusted non-
farm jobs for a growth ratc
of 3 percent, marking 103
consccutive months of an-
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WORD OF THE DAY
brought 10 you daily by

sleigh

[sley]

noun
1. a bght vehiCle on runners,
usually open and generally
horse-grawn, used
especially for transporting
DErsons over snow of iCe.
2. a sled.

. Midland
Reporter-Telegram
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TODAYINMIDLAND

Things to do

Because of the holdays, some
recumng events may be canceled

B Free Yoga Open class. bring
amat 9 am  Undanan Urwwersalist

Church of Midiand, 3301 Neely Ave
Free

B Toddier Time Pamt Class “Lithe
Snowman Omament” 10 am . Kidd's
and Carwas Partes, 3300 N. Mickit
Road. $20. kiddsart com

B Cookies and Cocoa with Santa,
10 am -noon, Opal's Table, 223 W
Wal St $20. Opaistable com

B Saturday movies and popcom
2-330 pm., Coentennial Library

B Polar Express Party Guest! can
wear ther pajamas 0 enoy orma
ment making, cookie decorating and
more with a screening of “The Polar
Express” 5 30 pm . Paimer Actvity
Christan Canter. 1305 E_ liinois Ave
Free

B YuGIOh tourmnaments. 6-10
pm  Entertanmart 3111 W Cuthbert
Ave $5

B Steak Night. 6 pm . Ranchiand
Hills Golf Club. 1600 E Wadley Ave
ranchiandhvlls com

@ The Eighty-Exghts Duel-
ing Pianos Show, 9 pm . Mudiand
Beer Garden 7112 W Highway 80
$40-360

B Runnin Bind Spm._ Youwr
Place. 3704 W Wal St

B Karaoke. 9 pm . Detour Bar
1708 Rankn Highway

B Zack Walther Band 530 pm.
Riley's Bar and Grill. 3421 W Wall St

Today and Sunday

@ “The Nutcracker” by Midiand
Festval Ballet, 7 30 pm today 2 30
pm Sunday. Wagner Noel Performng
Arts Conter. 1310 N Farm-to-Market
Road 1788 $20-$59 mdiandiestval
baket org

Post office
deadlines

The US Postal Servce s
ClayDesta and Graves stabons wil
beopen 9am - pm loday Also
residents shouild keep n mind the
bilowng USPS deadines I get a
package there by Dec 24 pnority
mal express. ioday

Source USPS

Open
Christmas Day

e e

~

Courtesy photo

Ann Bradford, from left, and Midland County Judge Mike Bradford attend his
retirement party Dec. 6. Bradford chose not to run for re-election, and his
retirement 1s set to be acknowledged Thursday during a Commissioners’ Court
meeting. Terry Johnson will start in January as the new county judge.

Restaurants open
on Christmas Day

Vidianders will have very low
places 10 aat out on Chnsimas Day
@ Salgrass 11amdpm To

make reservabons. cal 6900476
B Garden Grile and Bar al the
Hiton Garden inn 5-10pm
B The Bestro at the Courtyard by
Marroft 610 am (breakdast)
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night drawings were unavailable

Stay
connected
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tacebook com
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http /b
y/20WMrCy

B Buftalo Wild Wings 4pm 2
am Wil close at 3 pm on Chrstmas
Eve

B Denrws Wi be open 24 hours

B 'HOP Loop 250 locadon wl
close atl 2 pm on Chrstmas Day
mersiate 0 ocahon will be opan
24 hours

BlaccntheBox 6am - 10pm
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Wind speed: ~ & mph
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Streel, Waimart and Super Mercado
will be closed on Chrstimas Day
Waimart will close a1 Spm on
Chrstmas Eve

Watering
schedule

The current outdoor waterng
schedule alows resudents and bus:
nesses n he oty of Vadland 0 wate:

st for Saturday

e
ta'24
-

- Fs [ .

ST NS

IWICE DEr week

£ ven numberad addresses may
water ouldoors on Saturdays and
Waaneasays

Oadd numberead addresses may
water outdoors on Frdays and
Toesiays

Any wolahor may result in 3 hne
up to $500

The washing outdoor surtaces han

Vecember 22 2018
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Saturday. Dec. 12, 101N
T his vear vou will lecam 1o
handle vour temper You maght
f than others realusg
in b spontancous af
nes 1y o curh uncxpectod

MM Tums

e [cisty

Yo alw

of words You maght hind
that vou nften soe Pth saddes

| a problem |
virg Lol attract a <trong  group
ool addmirers Yowur mpcr arwi
volatile style could e a problem
ahoen dating. though 1 vouu

are antached the two of vwy
CAPCTH WC MeWe  ioseness than
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will pursue a mutually emyoyed
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ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
® &% Tension banlds

( hoose 1o take 8 much-nccded
unscheduled day ofl You empory
spontancity  You also mugit
have some observations 1o think
ahout A day away from the
datly gnnd could be more than

a mood-changer Tonight: Take
care of voursell hrst

TAL'RUS
(April 20-May 29)

hhddd Keep plans hgh
and casy Defer 1o a fnend or
ioved one You rmgitt descover
that letting go could be difficult.
hut worthwhele Take care of
some crrands. but above all clse,
make surc that you get to relax
hefore the next round Tonlght:
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and vou || need this even maore
as you imoract with others
Screen calls, and play ot low ke

Tonight: Happy st home

VIRGO
(Ang. 13-Sept. 12)

& & & & Note how guckly an
assoCiste can bose his or her iem-

pcr You rmight want 1o encrgize
those around you Understand

that vou could fecl pushed
hetwoen two different vicw s

If youu have tned one ach
alrcady try the other Tonight:
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NEWS

Mexico appears willing but
unready to hold US refugees
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Migrants wast for a chance 1o request U. S asylum Friday alongside the El Chaparral pedestnan

border crossing in Tguana, Mexico

New asylum policy comes with
few details, many questions

By Moises Castillo
and Elliot Spagat

A i‘.HH'luh'tJ Press

THUANA, Mexico I'he Trump
admmistration’s decision to make asylum
seckers wait in Mexico while their cases
wind through clogged U'.S courts was an-
nounced with crucial details stilll unknown

a move that creates uncertainty along
the border and possibly an incentive for
people to cross illegally before the change
take effect.

I'he policy shift w ould force asy-
lum seckers to stay in often-dangerous
Mexican border cities as they navigate the
Amencan immigration court system

On Fnday, hittle had changed at Mexa-
co's busiest U S. border crossing, where
Mauricio Gomez of Nicaragua jorned
about 150 others to learn 1f his name
would be called to claim asylum

“We are aware of the news, but noth-
ing has happened so far,” said Gomez, 41,
who hoped to join a cousin in Nebraska
“We don't know when they are going to
implement ™

Details were missing when the US an-
nounced the policy Thursday in response
10 a large and growing number of Central
Amencan asylum seckers, many of them
families, who are typically released in
the United States while their cases are
adjudicated, a process that can take years
I'he process at the border remains status
quo until specific new procedures are put
in place

Homeland Secunty Secretary Kirstyen
Niclsen sawd the next step was “more legal
paperwork” with Mexico

“So, we'll work on a technical agree-
ment with them, but we have our teams
working on that now,” she told Fox News
on Fnday

The US. charactenized the policy as a
unilateral move, but Mexico almost simul-
tancously said 1t would grant foreigners
permission to stay in the country while
!hcnr asylum claims are considered in the

S. and that they could seek work autho-
nzation. The two governments have been
in discussions for months, and the iming
of the twin announcements suggested a
high level of cooperation and coordina-
ton

A Homeland Secunty ofhicial, speaking
to reporters Thursday on condiion of ano-
nymity, said some detarls were expected
in the coming days and that the policy
would be rolled out in phases at different
locations on the border. The U.S saud the
policy will not apply 1o children traveling
alone or to Mexican asylum seckers

The mechamics may get comphcated
Where will immgration hearings be held
and how will asylum seckers get there”
How will they communicate with at.
torneys’ How will they be retumed to

Mexico?

Details about implementation and “the
circumstances m which people will be
shuttled back and forth across the border
are not at all clear,” said Alan Bersin.

a former Customs and Border Protec-
tion commissioner who helped negonate
repatnation agreements with Mexico as a
senior Homeland Secunty ofhcial under
President Barack Obama

Government protocols afe meant 1o
establish uniform guidelines “rather than
leave 1t up to the operators in the field to
make it up as they go along,” Bersin sand

Some U S authornities worry that
any lag between the announcement and
implementation may encourage some
asylum seckers to cross illegally before
the changes take effect [llegal crossings
surged between Trump’s election and

inauguration in fear of what the new presi- |

dent might do

Bersin said smugglers always seek to
take advantage of percerved “loopholes.”
and they may view a lag in implementa-
1on as an incentive

I'here 1s also uncertainty on the le-
gal front. Judges have blocked some of
rump’'s biggest strokes on immugration,
the latest reminder coming Friday when a
divided Supreme Cournt decided 1t would
not let the admmistration begin enforcing
a ban on asylum announced last month for
anyone who illegally crosses the U S
Mexico border

Andrew Selee, president of the nonpar-
tisan Migration Policy Institute, said ele-
ments of the rollout may be challenged in
court as they become known. That could
include 1ssues such as whether phone ac-
cess 1s sufhicient to consult an attorney or
what happens if the Mexican government
1s at fault for someone fathing to cross the
border in time for a court date

“All of these preces, every logistical
prece, can be |Ihglltd I'hus can go on for
years, Sciee sand | actually wonder 1f
this will ever be implemented *

A migrant named Ismael, who declined
to grve his last name for fear of reprisal in
his native Honduras, went to the Tyuana
border crossing Friday to check his place
on a hist of asylum seckers kept in a tat.
tered notebook managed by the migrants
themselves U S mspectors process about
100 claims a day at the crossing, and there
are more than | 800 waiting

Ismael, who has been waiting in Tiyuana
for nearly three months, heard about the
policy change on the news and wondered
when 1t would take effect. He was shaken
by the recent killings of two Honduran
migrants in Tiyyjuana and feels unsafe and
unwelcome in the Mexican border city
But, he savd. returming to Honduras would
be 100 dangerous

'he United States has 1ts laws, he sand
“I don’t agree, but if they send us back
here, what can one do” Want ™

_ - = - - = — -
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By Marko Alvarez : , '

And Mark Stevenson
dssociated Press

TUUANA, Mexico
Mexico's willingness to
accept US. asylum seckers
while their applications are
processed appears 1o be yet
another sign of the bloom-
ing honeymoon between
lefust President Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador and
Preswdent Donald Trump,
though 1t 1s also causing
concern among ofhcals
in Mexican border cities

| already struggling to deal

with thousands of Central
Amencan migrants
Mexico could have
simply refused, as it his-
toncally has, to accept the
returmn of non-Mexicans
But this week s announce-

| ment of $10.6 billion n

LU/S development axd and
the personal relationship
between the two presidents

| appeared 10 smooth the
| path. It 1s the same rela-
tnonship that helped resolve

stalled negotiations on
Mexico's free trade agree-

| ment with the United States
5’ and ( anada

“Right now it’s a hon-

| eymoon, in part because
| even though one 1s on the

left and the other 1s more to
the nght, they have things
protection-
ism, the anti-establishment
thing, each one s national

L ism,” said Jose Antonio

- Crespo, a pohitical analysi
. at Mexico's Center for

. Economic Research and

Training

Crespo noted Trump was
getting along better with
Lopez Obrador than with

- his conservative predeces-

sor, Enngue Pena Nicto
“Up 1o now 1t’s been a
honeymoon, who knows
how long it will last ™
Mexico, meanwhile, 1s

struggling to say how 1t
- will house and protect what

could become tens of thou-

. sands of Central Amencan

migrants who might wind

- up inits cities along the

border with the United
States. 1 1s clearly not

ready to shelter so many

Tonatiuh Guillen, the
head Mexico’s immigra-
ton agency, said, “In the
short term, the National

- Immigration Institute does
. not have the orgamzational

capacity 1o operate this
kind of program  the cur.

- rent legislation also doesn’t
| helpus ™

Mexico 1s already host-

| ing thousands of Central
. Amencans who amived as

part of a migrant caravan n

. November Those migrants
were dismayed by Thurs
| day s announcement

“This 1s bad, because
cvery country has its

sovercignty, it doesn
have 1o depend on another

| country, sad Luis Miguel

( onde, a Guatemalan who
travelled to Tyyuana with
his wife and two children

Baby quilt meant for daughter
may bring back sad memories

DEAR ABBY: Several years

ago, my daughter got pregnant
She and her husband were

ovenjoyed, as was | Being a
quiter, | immediately made a

baby play quilt. However, before
| could send n, she had a miscar-

nage Afier that, she had another
miscamage, so | have never griven

with 1t that she asks you not to

DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www Dear Abby com or P ()
Box 89440 [os Angeles. CA WNRY  Her column 1

distribwted by Universal Press Syndic are

-

loud ot s pamful for your cars,

vou hold

Q | — Nesther vuinerable, as South,

Moises Castilo/AP

A Honduran migrant pleads with a U S Border Patrol agent to let
hem cross into the U S on Dec. 15 as he peeks through a bamer
in Thuana Mexico. The officer did not respond, and the Honduran
did not know the agent would not prevent lvm from crossing The
man returmed 1o the group of people he was wth

10 request asylum in the
U.S “"When you apply for
asylum in Mexico, they
don’t send vou to Guate-
mala to wait. You wait for
vour applhication within the
country s temitory.

Tyuana 1s currently the
most popular crossing point
for asylum seckers waiting
to submit claims in the
LU'nited States, but the bor
der city 1s already wean,
of housmg over 7 (X
migrants who armved in the
caravan in November

The city's police staged a
raid before dawn Thursday
to clear dozens of migrants
who had resisted moving
to a shelter farther from the
border and camped out on
a downtown street a few
blocks from the border
Riot police foaded about
| 20 people onto buses to
lake them to the Barretal
shelter, located about 14
miles from the San Ysudro
border crossing Ofhcers
arrested two dozen who
refused to relocate

“We did have to detain
24 people who refused to
leave the street, and we
found some who were do-
ing illegal drugs.” Police
(hief Marco Sotomayor
sawd

(‘esar Palencia, director
of migrant aflairs for the
CIty government, rcacted
with surprise to Thurs
dav s announcement by
the federal government on
housing asylum seckers

“How would 1t be done”
For how long” How many
people”’ We don't know
what the strategy or the
plan 1s, nor have any stud-
ics been done, Palencia
told The Associated Press
“We respect the federal
government s decision,
but we would ask that it be

accompamed by personnel,
funding and a strategy ™

I'he assistant legal
counsel for Mexico's
foreign relations depant-
ment, Alejandro ( elono,
said that there will not be
any detention centers for
migrants " They will not be
detamned,” he sand

But Celono did not say
whether shelters, hike the

former Barretal concen
venue in [juana, would
be built, expanded or made
more pcrmanent  and
whose money would be
used to pay for such
shelters

'he only strategy
Mexico's federal govern-
ment has launched so far s
a I'V and radio “campaign
agamnst xenophobia™ an-
nounced Thursday to com
bat suspicion and dishike of
migrants

“Migrants are not a
threat, this 1s not an inva
sion,” said Alexandra Haas,
the head of Mexico’s anti-
discnmination agency

e most outraged
reaction came from U S
immigration activists, but
reaction on the Mexican
side was muted, in pan
because Lopez Obra-
dor’s admmistration was
apparently successful in
depicting the decision as a
humanitanan measure 10
protect migrants

“There 1s a segment of
Mexicans who are better
off and don't feel threat-
ened by migrants who can
say this 1s good, we have
10 be humanitanan, show
sohdanty,” saxd Crespo.
the analyst. “But for those
(Mexicans) who are look-
ing for a job, they perhaps
won 't hke thes

All in all, it will be hard
for opponents 10 accuse a
die-hard nationalist hke
[ .opez Obrador of being
100 pro- Amencan

“Who can stand up n
congress and say' ‘You're
sclling the country out,™
said Fedenico Estevez, a
political science professor
at the Autonomous |echno-
logical Institute of Mexico
“He (Lopez Obrador)
may absorb a cost, but it's
relatively small price to get
vour neck out of the noose
on the immigration 1ssue

“I don’t think you can
find on the Mexican side
much of a coherent stance
agains! these CONCessions,
Estevez added ™1 don™t
think you have a veny
ﬂrnng comstituency on thes
side” in favor of the Central
Amencan migrants

(GOREN BRIDGE

With Bob Jones
Bidding Quiz

What call would vou make”

(Q 1 — East-West vuinerable, as South,

her the qualt, nor have | grven ot 1o
anyone clse

She and her husband drvorced,
and she has since remamed. They
haven't had children, nor do they
want any. They are happy with
thew decison. and it’s fine with
me

They often entertan and some-
umes small children are there
with thewr parents. | wall visat her
m a couple of months, and I'm

wondering if | should grve her the
gualt for the young ones 1o play
with. | don’t want to open old
wounds, but ['d hike her 10 have

. Of course, thes is more about
her feclings than mine, but I'm
unsure about what 1o do. | would
appreciate your thoughts. — NOT
A GRANDMA IN TENNESSEF

DEAR NOT A

GRANDMA: Do not surprise
your daughter with the guuit. A
couple of weeks before your visat,
mention i 10 her and ask what
she would hike done with it. The
decision should be hers. | am sure
you put much love and effort mto
creating i1, but don’'t be surprsed
if there s so much pam associated

bring n

DEAR ABBY: I'm an aduh
who had 10 move back home
with my parents due to 1ll health
in the evening, we hike 1o watch
TV wgether However, | often
find myself nding out alone m
my bedroom because my father
has the volume tumed so hugh
my cars hurt. | “jokmgly™ sasd he
should get a hearing asd, but he
seemed offended by the
suggesion.

| would love 10 empoy fanuly
time, but don’t want to have 0
wear carplugs every ime | st
m the living room. Do you (or

your readers ) have any sugges-
nons”? I'm hoping he sees this

and tefl him the TV volume & so

which s why you stay in your
room rather than watch with him

'he solution might be as casy as
carphones for ham (rather than
carplugs for you) so you and your
MOom can enjoy the programs at a
normal volume [t 1s also time for
ham 1o have a conversabon with

an audhologist, once he can finally
reconcile himself 1o the fact that

there is a problem

DEAR ABBY: | have been
dating a man for a few months,
and we really seem 10 have hat ot
off | recently found out that he
has been hading some informa-
ton about hes home life that 1sn 't
flattering 1o him Should | tefl him
that |'m aware of thes mformation
or dismss 7 - UNCERTAIN
IN ARIZONA
DEAR UNCERTAIN: Do not
desmuss it Talk 10 hem abowt i, of
only 10 find out if the mformation
you were grven was accurste (It
may not be.) However, if he has

PAGSATUKAOAK 098975

Partner opens H, weak What call

would you make’

Q 2 — North-South vuincrable. as

108767AJI00AQ38963

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST

L Pas 19 Pass

you hold
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about US withdrawal

By Kathy Gannon

Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — The
[aliban welcomed news of
the U.S. plan to withdraw
half its troops in Afgham-
stan by the summer, as
Afghan generals warmed
Fnday it would be a blow to
the morale of the country’s
beleaguered secunty forces,
who come under daily
attacks from the insurgent
fighters

1The announcement seems
certain to comphicate efforts
to reach a peace deal, mostly
because it gives the Taliban
leverage by allowing them
to hold off until a total U S
withdrawal, or step up their
demands over a weakened
Afghan government

"I believe the Taliban wll
see this as a reason to stall,
and therefore it disincentiv-
1zes the Tahiban to actually
talk to the Afghan govern-
ment, which it has refused
o do,” saxd Bill Roggo an
Alfghamistan analyst with the
Washington-based Founda-
tion for Defense of
Democracies

Afghamistan’s secunty
forces rely heavilvyon U S
airpower agamnst both Tah-
ban and an upstan Islamic
State affiliate, and Afghan
military officials note the
announcement by the Trump
admmistration comes as
the country’'s security 1s at
its worst since 2014, when
more than 100,000 NATO
troops pulled out of the
country and handed off se
cunty to Afghans. The U S
and NATO retreated into a
tramning and advising role

“A complete withdrawal
of U'S. forces would very
hkely cause the Taliban to
make gamns in key arcas
throughout Afghanistan,”
Roggio sand. “Thas hikeh
would cause the general
collapse of the (Afghan Na-
tuonal Secunity and Defense
Force) as a cohesive fighting
force and lead to the retum
of the warlords

LS President Donald
[ rump consaders the war
in Afghanistan a lost cause
and has long pushed to pull
the troops out. His decision
was made public a mere
few hours after he abruptly
announced the US was
withdrawing troops from
Syna

Irump’s state of mind 1s
sure to have given a sense of
urgency to U S peace envony
Zalmay Khahlzad, who has
been working to reach a
negotiated end 1o Amenca’s
longest war and has been
pushing for a deal by Apnl

In an interview with
Afghamstan’s TOLO TV on
Thursday  hours before
the withdrawal plans were
announced  he noted
I'mump had campaigned for

"lﬂ-
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Alghan Nabonal Army solders stand guard Oct. 17 at a

checkpoint in Kabul, Afgharstan

president on a promise 1o
end the Afghan war, which
has already cost Amencans
nearly $1 milion. More
than 2 400 Amencan
soldiers have also died in
Afghanistan since the 2001
LS -led invasion

“There was little doubt
that Amb. Khalilzad was
always working with limited
time and a zeal of despera-
ton to achieve something
before the president pulled
the plug.” said Damel
Markev, semor resecarch
professor at Johns Hop-
kins University 's School
of Advanced International
Studes

A Tahban ofhaal wld
I he Associated Press the an-
nouncement was a positive
step. Speaking on condition
of anonvmity because he
was not authonzed 10 speak
to the press, the ofhcial sand
lahiban ofhcials think the
promised departure could
help the peace process be-
cause 1t could “lead 1o trust
butlding that the U S wants
a political solution ™

But there was no sign the
lahban were ready to move
on the two major sticking
points: Dhirect talks with the
Afghan government and
a cease fire while the two
sides negotiate Khalilzad's
so-called “roadmap for the
future of Afghamnistan™

Peace talks aside, the an-
nounced withdrawal has Af-
ghan generals and analysts
wommed about the ability
of the beleaguered A fghan
National A fghan Secunty
Force to stave off a Taliban
insurgency unfettered by
LS troops and their pound-
INE aIr pOwer

T'he Taliban are already
stronger today than they
have been since their ouster
mn 2001, controlling or hold-
ing sway over nearly half
the country

Several high ranking Af-
ghan military ofhcials, who
spoke on condition they not
be 1dentified because they
were not authonzed 1o speak
10 the media, said the morale
of Afghamstan’s under-

tramed and poorly equipped

security forces was already
at a dangerously low ebb
'he troops routmely com-
plain about remnforcements
that amve too late, equip-
ment that fails and even
running out of food

Ihe officials called
Amenca’s withdrawal a
defeat, companng it to the
L' S.'s evacuation from
Vietnam, and Russia’s 1979
forced withdrawal from

Alfghanmstan that capped a

farled 10-year campaign

LS. troops invaded
Afghanistan in November
2001 in response to the Sept
Il antacks. Ther ouster
of the Tahban retumed to
power former warlords,
whose bitter infighting and
runaway cormuption had
resulted in vast tracts of
the capital Kabul being de-
stroved and given nise to the
laliban, who used a stnict
and harsh interpretation of
Islam to restore calm 1o the
country

Ordinary Afghans have
mixed feelings about the
presence of U''S. and NATO
troops. Many fear thewr
departure behieving it wall
strengthen the Tahiban,
yet cniticize their presence
for doing Inttle 1o improve
security, which has dete
norated. Afghans complam
bitterly about thewr deeph
cormupt government and sce
the US — which largely
bankrolls the government
as responsible

Newghbor Pakistan, who
has been harshly cnticized
by Trump for not doing
enough to bring the Taliban
1o the *able. had warned that
a sudden departure of U S
troops would result in chaos
in Afghamstan and destaby-
hze the region

“The last thing 1t (Pak)-
stan ) wants 1s a radical
Islamust state on its Western
border, even if that elimi-
nates or reduces Indian n
fluence in Afghamstan,” sawd
Shuja Nawaz, author and
fellow at the Atlantic Coun-
cil's South Asia Center

AP-NORC Poll: Nearly 6 in 10 say
Trump impeded Russia probe

By Eric Tucker
and Emily Swanson
Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Public Affairs Research

Meanwhile, the survey shows Amencans
are somewhat less hikely 1o say Congress
should remove Trump from office if he ds-
rected his former personal attorney, Michacl

A majority of Amen-
cans say they beheve President Donald
[rump has tned 10 obstruct the investigation
into hus campaign’s hies to Russia, though
the pubhic 1s divided on whether he should
be removed from office if he's found 10 have
styrmed the probe, according 1o a new poll
by The Associated Press-NORC Center for

sions about whether and for what Trump
should be impeached and 10 what extent he

might be culpable of wrongdoing

A majonty of Amencans

think the president has tned 10 impede
the Russia mvestigation, while 4 in 10 say
he has not. An overwhelming share of
Democrats, % percent, say the president has
sought to obstruct the probe, compared with
22 percent of Republicans

The survey also shows that 1if Mueller’s
mvestigation finds that Trump did not per-

SK percent

sonally have mappropnate contacts with the

(Cohen, 1o arrange hush money payments to 0t

cover up claims of extramantal relationshaps

duning the 2016 campaign

Sull, opmions on both matiers see a stark

partisan divide

I'he poll was conducted just afier federal
prosecutors in New York imphcated Trump

Kremlm but nonetheless tned 1o obstruct the
FBI's work, 51 percent of Amencans think
Congress should take steps 1o remove him
from office, while 46 percent think it should

The special counsel’s obstruction invest-

gation has shadowed the pressdent for a year

and a half, unfolding alongside his inguary

nto whether the Trump campaign coordi-

nated with Russia to sway the ¢lection and
the separate campaign finance probe in New

Afghan generals worry

. throughout this story 1s not true.”
- Secunty Council spokesman Garrett Mar-
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Trump call with Turkish leader
led to US pullout from Syria

By Matthew Lee
and Susannah George
Associated Press

WASHINGTON President Donald
Trump’s decision 1o withdraw Amencan
troops from Syna was made hastily, with-
out consulting his national security team
or alhes, and over strong objections from
virtually evervone involved in the fight
against the [slamic State group. according
to US and Turkish officials

Trump stunned his Cabinet, lawmakers
and much of the world with the move by
rejecting the advice of his top aides and
agreeing to a withdrawal in a phone call
with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan last week, two U S officials and a
lTurkish ofhcial bniefed on the matter told
The Associated Press

The Dec 14 call, descnbed by officials
who were not authonzed to discuss the
decision-making process publicly and
spoke on condition of anonymity, pro-
vides msight into a consequential Trump
decision that prompted the resignation of
widely respected Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis. It also set off a frantic, four-day
scramble 1o convince the president ecither
o reverse or delay the decision

I'he White House rejected the descnip-

' twon of the call from the officials but was
not \{H‘.‘t‘lﬁt‘

“In no uncertain terms, reporting
National

quis sard. "It 1s clear from the context that
this false version of events 1s from sources

| who lack authornty on the subject, pos-
| sibly from unnamed sources in Turkey ™

I'he State Department and Pentagon

' declined to comment on the account of

. the decision to withdraw the troops, which
have been in Syna to fight the Islamic
State since 2018

Despite losing the physical caliphate.
thousands of IS fighters remain in Iraq and
Syna, and the group continues to carry out

' insurgent attacks and could easily move
- back into termitory 1t once held f Amens

can forces withdraw
The Dec 14 call came a day after

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and his

[urkish counterpant Meviut Cavusoglu
agreed to have the two presidents discuss

. Erdogan’s threats to launch a military

operation agamnst U S -backed Kurdish

- rebels in northeast Syna, where American

forces are based. The NSC then set up the

. call

Pompeo, Mattis and other members of

| the national secunity team prepared a hist

of talking pomts for Trump to tell Erdogan
to back off. the officials saxd
But the ofhcials saxd Trump, who had

| previously accepted such advice and con-
| vinced the Turkish leader not 1o attack the

Kurds and put US. troops at nisk, ignored,
the scnpt. Instead, the president sided with
b rdut__ﬂn

In the following days, Trump remained
unmoved by those scrambling to con-
vince him to reverse or at least delay the
decision to give the military and Kurd-
ish forces time to prepare for an orderly
withdrawal

“The talking points were very firm.”
said one of the officials, explaining that
Irump was advised to clearly oppose a
Turkish incursion into northern Syna and
suggest the U S and Turkey work together
to address security concerns. “Everybody
said push back and try to offer (Turkey)
something that's a small win, possibly
holding termitory on the border, something
like that ™

Erdogan, though, quickly put Trump on
the defensive, reminding him that he had
repeatedly said the only reason for U S
troops 10 be in Syna was 1o defeat the
Islamic State and that the group had been
99 percent defeated “Why are vou sull
there” the second official saxd Erdogan
asked Trump, telling him that the Turks
could deal with the remaining IS militants

With Erdogan on the hine, Trump asked
national secunty adviser John Bolton, who
was histening in, why Amencan troops
remained in Syna if what the Turkish
president was saying was true, according
to the officials. Erdogan’s point, Bolton
was forced 10 admit, had been backed up
by Matus. Pompeo, U S special envoy for
Syna Jim Jeffrey and special envoy for
the anti-I5I1S coabtion Brett McGurk, who
have said that IS retains only | percent of
its termtory . the ofhcials sand

Bolton stressed, however, that the entire
national secunty team agreed that victory
over IS had to be enduring, which means

more than taking away 1ts termtony

rump was not dissuaded, according to
the othcials, who said the president quick
ly capitulated by pledging to withdraw,
shocking both Bolton and Erdogan

Caught off guard, Erdogan cautioned
| rump agamnst a hasty withdrawal, accord-
ing to one ofhicial While Turkey has made
mcursions into Syna in the past, 1t does
not have the necessary forces mobilized
on the border to move in and hold the
large swaths of northeastern Synia where
LS troops are positioned. the offical
said

I he call ended with Trump repeating to
I:rdogan that the U S would pull out, but
offerning no specifics on how 1t would be
done, the officials sad

Over the weekend. the national securin
leam raced to come up with a plan that
would reverse, delay or somehow himit ef
fects of the withdrawal. the officials sand
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HOLIDAY CLASSIC
Boys’ Pool Play Schedule
and Bracket

Midland High
Plainview
Centennial High
San Angelo Central

Pool B
Midland Lee

El Paso Pebble Hills
Houston Spring Woods
Canyon Randall

Thursday - December 27* Schedule

EP Pebble Hills
Centennial High

Friday = December 28* Schedule

9:30 AM Chap Center  Midland Lee
9:30 AM Midland High EP Pebble Hills
12:30 M Midiond High Centenniol High

3.30 PM
7:30 PM

Dec 29 @ 10:30 AM
(Midland High)

Canyon Randall
SA Ceniral
Midlond Lee

Midlond High

Spring Woods
Conyon Randoll
SA Centrol
Ploinview

EP Pebble Hills
Centennial High
Midland Lee
Midland High

$S$35s55s5 s

No. 4 Pool B

in illegal payments to a former Playboy
model and an adult-film actress and after

special counsel Robert Mueller revealed that
discussions over a possible Trump Tower

in Moscow extended longer than had been
previously known. It was done amid signs
of imensifying legal danger for Trump,
whose actions face scrutiny in New York
and n Mueller’s mvestigation mto possible
coordination between Russia and the Trump
campaign.

Ovenall, 42 percent of Amencans approve
of the job Trump s doing as president, while
36 percent disapprove. Those numbers have
held steady for most of the year. About §

m 10 Republicans approve of Trump s job
performance, while just | in 10 Democrats
say the same.

define public opinion, creating clear divi-

York. The last month has produced bomb-

shell developments in the investigation,
including Cohen’s sentencing. allegations
that Trump's former campaign chairman hed
10 prosecutors and a judge 's unexpected up-
braiding of former national secunty adviser
Michael Flynn

Jonathan |evine, a 64-year-old financial
services professional im Connecticut, said he
was especially concerned by reports that ne-
gotiations over a Tmethm
cmnund(wmﬂnlﬂlﬁ

}k:mmhtmuhiofﬂt
Unned States. The United States is
cally opposed to Russia, so he's accidentally
dealing with the enemy, accidentally n bed
with the enemy,” Levine said. “Obviously
he should have discontinued negotiations in
Moscow when he turned the campaign on
full ime.”

No. 3 Pool A

Dec 29 @ 10:00 AM

No. 2 Pool A

No. | Pool A

Dec 29 @ 4:00 PM
{Chap Center)
No. | Pool B
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AP Explains: What
happens in a partial
government shutdown

J. Scott Applewhite/AP

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., leaves the chamber Friday as the Senate waits 10 take up a House-passed bill that
would pay for President Donald Trump's border wall and avert a partial government shutdown at midnight, at the Capitol in Washington.

Trump, Democrats dig in as
government heads for shutdown

By Lisa Mascaro,
Matthew Daly
and Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Racing toward a partial
government shutdown,
President Donald Trump
appeared dug in Friday in
a standoff with Democrats
over his demand for bil-
hions of dollars m U .S .-
Mexico border wall money.

The shutdown, sched-
uled for midnight, would
disrupt government opera-
tions and leave hundreds of
thousands of federal work-
ers furloughed or forced to
work without pay just days
before Christmas.

Trump convened Repub-
lican senators for a lengthy
meeting at the White
House, but it produced no
clear path toward passage
of a government-funding
bill containing billions
for wall construction. The

ing patiern waiting for the
retumn of senators who had

already left town.

“This is our only chance
that we"ll ever have, in
our opinion, because of
the world and the way it
breaks out, to get great
border security,” Trump
said Friday at the White
House. Democrats will
take control of the House
in January, and they op-
pose major funding for
wall construction.

Trump tried to pin the
blame on Democrats for
the possible shutdown,
even just last
week he said he would
be “proud™ to shut part of
the government in a fight
for the wall, which was a
major promise of his presi-

dulhlcmw
Congress been on
track to fund the govern-

Hi,

AP Explains: What happens if the
Senate goes ‘nuclear?’

it to make it uniikel; o be used 0
ernment shutdown But what does that mean

and why is it, well, nuciear?

Whaei is ihe mecles: option?

ules
simple majority 10 pass bills, but
tor can block one with what is known as a
debate To move past a
needs 80 of 100 votes
5149

flibuster, or
fiibuster, the
With the chamber

Democrats. getting 10 60 votes can be a hgh

The majority
and allow an

through

ment of Nedl Gorsuch to the
Supreme Court nominees had

retinng Sen. Jeff Flake
of Anzona, was
saying he would resist wall
money without broader im-
mugration reforms, leaving
even the procedural vote in
doubt.

Senators were being re-
called to Washington after
having already approved
a bipartisan package car-
her thas that would
continue existing border

ity funding, at $1.3

Al that ime, Democrats were in the
o ettt e s St e Mg o
President Barack nominees 10 &

powerful appeliate court. -
Al the time now-Senate L sader
Mitch McConnell warned the strat-

would backfire “] say 1o my friends on the
or side of the

. You wil regret s, and
T T g

a gov-

of the senstors present
and voting had 1o agree to move forward.

any

e Court.
exempted
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e 1967 the US isxised the frst Christmas posiage stamp.

By Matthew Daly
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — As
President Donald Trump
and Congress bicker over
Trump's call for $5 bilhon
t0 build a border wall with
Mexico, government agen-
cics are prepanng for a par-
tial government shutdown
set to begmn at mudmight
Friday.

The dispute could affect
nine of |15 Cabinct-level
departments and dozens
of agencies, including the
departments of Homeland
Security, Transportation,
Intenior, Agniculture, State
and Justice, as well as
national parks and forests.
More than 800,000 federal
employees would see their
jobs disrupted, including
more than half who would

be forced to continue work-

The US. Postal Service,

winter
Among those set 10 be
52,000 staff-
ers at the Imemal Revenue

Service, slowing analysis

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22 2018

and collection of hundreds
of thousands of tax retums
and audits.

Who workis — and who
doesal

The rules for who works
and who doesn 't date back
to the carly 1980s and
haven 't been significantly
modified since. The Trump
admmmstration is relying

mgmdne’ lefi
m ormer President
Barack Obama.

Under a precedent-setting
memorandum by Reagan
budget chief David Stock-
man, federal workers are
exempted from furloughs
if their jobs are national
security-related or if they
perform essential activities
that “protect hife and prop-

The aur traffic control sys-
tem, food inspection, Meds-
care, veterans’ health care
and many other essential
government programs would
run as usual. The Federal
Emergency Management
Agency could continue 1o
rﬁpﬂlﬂtﬂdm ;

On the other hand,
Washington Monument
and many other conic park
service attractions would
close, as would museums
along the National Mall. In
the past, the vast majonty of
national parks were closed
to visitors and campers, but
dunng the last government
shutdown in January the
Intenor Department tned to
make parks as accessibie as
possible despite bare-bones
staffing levels. It was not
clear Monday if that effort
will be repeated.

Interior Secretary Ryan
at the World War [l Memo-
nal and other sites in down-
town Washington duning the
last shutdown, said today he
is stepping down at the end
of the year

Foueters mi v ary <
vt paedel  remevtmadily

While they can be kept
on the job, federal work-
ers can't get paid for days
worked while there is a
lapse in funding. In the past,
however, they have been
repaxd retroactively even if
they were ordered to stay
home.

Rush hour in downtown
Washington, meanwhile,
becomes a brecze. Tens of
thousands of federal workers
are off the roads.

obvel ymrvey it

Way back in the day,
shutdowns weren 't
that big a deal hap-
pened every year when
Jiummyy Carter was president,
averaging | | days each.
Duning Reagan's two terms,
there were six shutdowns,

"
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“You shall not commt adutery
“You shall not steal ”
“You shall not bear kabe witnes agawnst your

naighbor.”
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__NEWS

Tech stocks drop again as huge

losses pile up on Wall Street

By Marley Jay

dssociated Press

NEW YORK — More
musery for technology
stocks pulled major indexes
lower on Wall Street Fniday,
worsening what's turning
into the worst month for the
market in a decade

Amazon, Facebook,
Netflix and a handful of
other huge technology
companies, once the best-
performing stocks on the
market, are now leading
the way lower. Their huge
populanty during the recent
boom years in the market
made them even more
vuinerable when investors’
mood turned sour, as it has
this fall.

Big drops in those stocks
as well as Apple and
Alphabet, Google's parent
company, have contnbuted
to what's now a 20 percent
drop in the Nasdaq from
Its peak in August. That
index 1s heavily loaded with
lechnology companies

When the broader market
Was nsing, those stocks
rose even more. Now that
the whole market 1s falling,
these former favontes are
now taking the worst of the
losses

“Technology was doing
well on the way up because
of momentum buying, and
it you lrve by momentum,
you die by momentum,”
said Sam Stovall, chief
nvestmeni strategist for
CFRA

Several big technol-

Ogy companies, notably
tacebook and Twitter, have
also suffered as a result of
scandals over matters such
as data privacy and elec-
tion meddling, and traders
worry that the companies
will eventually face greater
government regulation that
could increase their costs
and affect their profits

Markets have suffered
wide losses over the last
week. The major US m-
dexes have fallen more than
| | percent in December,
and without a substantial
gain over the final days of
trading, they are headed for
their single worst month
since October 2008, when
the market was being bat-
tered by the global financial
CTISIS

Investors around the
world have grown increas-
ingly pessimistic about the
global economy s prospects
over the next few years. It's
widely expected to slow
down, but traders are con-
cerned the cooling might be
worse than they previously
beheved and that the U S
could eventually tip into a
recession

After a sharp carly
gam, the S&P 500 index
retreated 30 points, or | 2
percent, to 2,437 at 2 1R
p m. Eastern time The
S&P 500, the benchmark
for many index funds, has

N

fallen 16.8 percent from its
high in September.

'he Dow Jones Industnal
Average sank 233 points,
or | percent, to 22.626. The
'\-’af»daq skidded 142 points,
or 2.2 percent, to 6,385
'he Russell 2000 index of
smaller-company stocks
lost 26 points, or 2 percent,
to 1,299

Amazon fell 4 8§ percent
to $1.391 and Facebook
gave up 4.6 percent to
$127.30. Netflix declined
5.8 percent to $245.55 and
Apple lost 2.5 percent to
$152.9]

The market’s plunge
comes even as the Federal
Reserve projects that the
LS economy will grow 3
percent this year, the fastest
since 2005, and about 2.3
percent next year, and two
years of further increases
after that. But as interest
rates nse and regions the
LS. does a lot of busi-
ness with, like Europe and
China, also slow down,
those estimates might be
harder to reach

Irade tensions between

the U.S. and China, the two

largest economies in the
world, are not the only rea-
son for the expected slow-
down in economic growth
and corporate profits, but
they are adding even more
uncertainty to a picture that
already looks cloudy

e Federal Reserve
raised interest rates carler
this week and signaled that
It expects to raise them
IwO more times next vear
Investors aren’t sure how
much that will impair the
economy, and the stock
market tumbled as they
wommed the Fed just wasn't
concerned about that
possibility
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Open Christmas Eve Ip.m.-6p.m.
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Happy
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Defense contractors fell
after President Donald
[rump said he's withdraw-
ing U.S. soldiers from
Syna in an unexpected
move. Media reports say
the admimistration might
also pull large numbers of
soldiers out of Afghamistan
Lockheed Martin fell 1.9
percent to $260.14 and
Raytheon shed 2.6 percent
to $153.78

T'he market’s big losses
this month are an outher
because December 1s gener-
ally the strongest time of
the year for U S stocks
Traders often talk about a
“Santa rally” that adds to
the year’s gains as positions
are closed out and people
adjust their portfolios in
anticipation of the vear to
come. Bamng huge gains,
this will be the worst De-
cember for the U S. market
since the 1930s

(ermany's DAX rose
(0.2 percent and the FTSE
100 in Britamn added 0.1
percent. France's CAC 40
was little changed. The
Hang Seng index in Hong
Kong rose 0.5 percent
while South Korea's Kospi
inched up 0.1 percent. The
Japanese Nikke: declined
|1 percent

All of those indexes have
taken steep losses this year
I'he DAX, Hang Seng and
Kospi have all plunged at
icast 20 percent since early
January and the Nikker is
down |7 percent since early
October

Ol pnces have declined
40 percent from recent
highs amud concems over
a ghut in the market and
the slowing economy
LS. crude o1l shipped 0.6
percent to $45 .59 a barrel in
New York. Brent crude, the
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as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ at
St. Ann’s Catholic Church

1906 W. Texas Avenue

432-682-6303

CHRISTMAS EVE

Monday, December 24, 2018

5:00 P.M. Children’s Christmas Mass
with Children/Youth Choirs
(Doors open at 4:00 PM.)

53:00 PM. Vigil Mass of Christmas — Bi-lingual
g-, Preceded by Carols at 7:30 PM.

o F

5/

4 '|1-oom Choral Christmas Eucharist

s with combined Choirs & Brass

/ /P(ew:led by Carol
at 10:30 PM.

standard for intermational

oil pnices, fell 1.3 percent to |
| than 874,000 F-Senes

$53.67 a barrel in London

Wholesale gasoline was
httle changed at $1 32 a
gallon. Heating o1l fell |
percent to $1.73 a gallon
Natural gas yjumped 6.5
percent to $3 .82 per 1,000
cubic feet

Bond prices were mixed
I'he yield on the 2-year
Ireasury note fell to 2.63
percent from 2 65 percent
I'he yield on the 10-year
Treasury note stayed at 2.79
percent

Gold lost 0.8 percent to
$1.258.10 an ounce and
stlver fell 1.1 percent 10
$14.70 an ounce. Copper
lost 0.8 percent 10 $2 67 a
pound

The U S. dollar also
ticked higher after two days
of sharp losses brought on
by fears about the economy
and slower increases in in-
terest rates. The dollar rose
11136 yenfrom 111.11
yven. T'he euro fell back to
$1.1369 from $1.1469 and
the Bnush pound shipped to
$1.2639 from $1.2671

allore
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DETROIT
Fire risk forces recall

of 874K Ford F-Series

pickup trucks

Ford 1s recalling morc

pickup trucks with engine

' block heaters inthe U.S. and

(anada because they can

catch hre.

The recall covers certain
F-150s from the 2015
through 2019 model years,
as well as the 2017 through
2019 F-250, 350, 450 and

LSS0

['’he company says in

j documents posted Fnday on
' the U.S. Natonal Highway

- Trafhc Safety Administra-

| tlon website that water and

contaminants can get into
the heater cable and cause
corrosion. ['hat can cause
clectncal shorts and possible
fires. Engine block heaters

| warm the engines so they

can start and warm up faster
in extreme cold
temperatures

I'he company says the
nsk of fire happens onh
when the block heater cable
1s plugged mto an electncal
outlet. Ford has recerved
three reports of fires in
(Canada, but nonc inthe U S

Minor property damage was
reported 1n one incident,
but there haven’t been any
reports of injunes, Ford said
In a statement

Dealers will inspect and
seal the cable or replace the
heaters if needed. The recall
1s expected to start in the
LU!S. onJan 7

DENVER
Dancing FBI agent
who shot man at bar
pleads guilty

A dancing FBI agent who
accidentally shot a man in
the leg after doing a backflip
at a Denver bar will avond
Jail ime after pleading
gutlty Fnday to third-degree
assault

(hase Bishop, 30, struck
a plea deal with prosecutors
and was sentenced to two
years of probation, The Den-
ver Post reported. He also
must pay more than $1.600
in fines and court costs

Footage of the June 2
shooting at Mile High
Spints and Distllery shows
Bishop dancing in the
muddle of a circle of people
before doing the backflip
I'he gun falls to the ground
miud-flip and discharges as
Bishop picks it up

oy
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ALLDREDGE CHRISTMAS STORE
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Science

Says: A

big space crash
likely made
Uranus lopsided

By Seth Borenstein

dssociated Press

WASHINGTON Ura-
nus is a lopsided oddity, the
only planet to spin on its
side. Scientists now think
they know how 1t got that
way: It was pushed over by
a rock at least twice as big
as bEarth.

Detailed computer
simulations show that an
enormous rock crashed
into the seventh planet
from the sun, said Durham
University astronomy
rescarcher Jacob Kegerreis,
who presented his analysis
at a large earth and space
science conference this
month.

Uranus 1s umique in the
solar system. The mas-
sive planet tilts about 90
degrees on its side, as do its
hive largest moons. Its mag-
netic field is also lopsided
and doesn 't go out the
poles like ours does, said
NASA chief scientist Jim
Green. It also 1s the only
planet that doesn't have its
intenor heat escape from
the core. It has nngs like
Saturn, albet faint ones

“It's very strange.”
said Camnegie Institution
planetary scientist Scott
Sheppard, who wasn't part
of the research

The computer simu-
lations show that the
collision and reshaping of
Uranus — maybe envelop-
ing some or all of the rock
that hit it — happened in a
matter of hours, Kegerreis
said. He produced an ani-
mation showing the violent
crash and 1ts aftermath

it’s also possible that the
big object that knocked
over Uranus 1s still lurking
in the solar system too far
for us to see, said Green. It
would explamn some of the

-
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orbits of the planet and fit
with a theory that a missing
planet X is circling the sun
well beyond Pluto, he said

Green said it’s possible
that a lot of smaller space
rocks — the size of Pluto

pushed Uranus over, but
Kegerreis resecarch and
Sheppard point to a single
huge unknown suspect
Green said a single impact
“1s the nght thinking ™

The collision happened
3 billion to 4 billion years
ago, hikely before the larger
moons of Uranus formed.
instead there was a disk
of stuff that would eventu-
ally come together to form
moons. And when that
happened, Uranus® odd tilt
acted like a gravity tidal
force pushing those five
large moons to the same
ult, Kegerreis said

It also would have
created an icy shell that
kept Uranus™ inner heat
locked in, Kegerreis said
(Uranus’ surface 1s minus
157 degrees, or minus 216
Celsius.)

Ice 1s key with Uranus
and 1ts neighbor Neptune
A httle more than a decade
ago, NASA reclassified
those two planets as “ice
giants,” no longer lumping
them with the other large
planets of the solar system,
the gas giants Saturn and
Jupiter

Pluto, which 1s tiny,
farther from the sun and
not even officially a planet
anymore, has been ex-
plored more than Uranus
and Neptune. They only
got brief flybys by Voy-
ager 2, the space probe that
entered interstellar space
last month

Uranus and Neptune “are
definstely the least under-
stood plénets.” Sheppard
said
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Amazon’s fleet of jets is growing

By Joseph Pisani

dssociated Press

NEW YORK Ama-

| zon is expanding its
- airplane fleet, diminishing
| further its reliance on ma-

jor delivery services like
UPS, FedEx and the U S

| Postal Service.

The company said Fni-

' day it will lease 10 Boeing

167s planes, bringing its

| total fleet to S0 wath the

goal of getting orders to
people faster and more
reliably

Amazon’s fleet of planes
is far smaller than those
at UPS and FedEx, which
number in the hundreds.
but it’s pushed in recent
years to close that gap and
gain more control over
dehivenes

Sealy Merriment

Firm or Plush

‘l?h 2R |

Posture;

— g e
e e

A Boeing 767 with an Amazon com “Pnme Ax” hivery fles Aug 5
2016, over Lake Washington The onine retailer says it will lease
10 Boeing 767s planes, which will bnng its total arrcraft fleet up

o 50

Amazon launched a pro-
gram over the summer that
allows contractors around

the country to deliver
Amazon packages in vans
stamped with the Amazon

smile logo. It also plans
10 open a package sorting
hub at Fort Worth Allance
Airport in lexas next year
and another at Cincinnati
Northern Kentucky Inter-
national Airport in 2021

FedbEx CEO Fredenick
Smith sawd this week that
he didn’t see Amazon Air
as a competitor and that 1
was “fantastical™ to think 1t
could disrupt FedEx

A number of industry
watchers see a more sig-
mhcant threat

Analysts at Morgan
Stanley estimated this
month that FedEx and UPS
could lose a combined 2
percent of revenue this
yvear 1o Amazon Air

I'he Seattie company
says the 10 new jets will

join the rest of its fleet over

the next two years
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Rangers trade Profar to A’s in 3-team deal

By Stephen Hawkins

Associated Press

ARLINGTON — Texas traded inficlder
Junckspn Profar to the Oakland Athletics
on Fniday in a three-team deal that in-
cluded Tampa Bay and netted the Rangers
four prospects

Oakland also reached an agreement on
a $15 million, two-year contract with free
agent nght-hander Joakim Sona, giving
the A’s a reliable and versatile reliever.

T'he 34-year-old Sona, a two-time All-
Star, went 3-4 with a 3.12 ERA n 66 ap-

pearances and 60 2/3 innings this year for
the Chicago White Sox
and Milwaukee Brewers
Profar, who at 19 n
2012 homered in his first
big league at-bat before
shoulder 1ssues forced
him to miss two full
scasons, hit .254 with 20
homers and 77 RBls in
146 games while play-
ing all four infield positions for Texas this
yCar.
In Oakland, he will take over at second

base for departing free agent Jed Lowne
Profar had been expected 1o become the
starting third baseman for the Rangers
after Adnan Beltre retired last month

The Rangers acquired right-hander
Yoel Espinal and lefi-handers Kyle Bird
and Brock Burke from Tampa Bay, and
inficlder Eli White from Oakland. Texas
also got $750,000 intermational slot com-
pensation from the A's.

Texas sent nght-hander Rollie Lacy
to Tampa Bay. The A’s also sent nght-
handed pitcher Emilio Pagan and a 2019
Competitive Balance Round A pick to the

Greenwood's Taylor Payton (14) tnes to dribble past Lee's Rylee Low (21) on Friday st Greenwood High School

Greenwood notches hard-fought win against Lee

By Christopher Hadorn

chadorniamrt com

I'he Greenwood girls basketball team
may lack a prototypical-sized post
player

But the Rangerettes don’t let their
lack of height stop them from playing
with tenacity and intensity, and Lee
found that out Friday i a non-district
game at Greenwood High. In a physical
affair, Greenwood was able to hold off
a late run by the Lady Rebels in a 45-40
victiory

The Rangereties (5-12) were sparked
carly by the long-range shooting of
Karsyn Payton, who sank five 3-pointers
mn the first half 10 push Greenwood to
a 31-16 halftime lead Payton finished
with a team-high |7 points

-

James Durtin/Reporter- Telegram

Taylor and Teresa and the girls that have
1o guard those post playvers. They think
they re big and they play really big, so
kudos to those girls that guard the post
players ™

Following a lackluster first half, Lee
(9-10) was able to force key turmovers
with its trap in the fourth quarter and
turn the affair into a one possession
game with less than 3 minute remaining
Lady Rebels freshman Loredana Fou-
nonji scored in the paint off a fast break.
narrowing her team’'s deficit to 43-40
with 45 seconds left

Following Greenwood's in-bounds
pass. Lee forced a turnover on the trap
with a steal from Fouonji. However,
the Lady Rebels couldn’t capitalize,
missing multiple shot attempts before

“I think we've just come together and
lcarned to fight, even though we 're not
the biggest team.” Payton said. “We've
come together as a family and learned 10
work hard together”

T'he Rangerettes also were boosted
by the hustle of Madison Hartman, who
grabbed 10 rebounds. Greenwood guard
Kensleigh Ellis spearheaded her team's
defensive effort, notching a team-high
four sicals. Rangereties head coach
(inger Hartman also praised the effon
of Teresa Rodnguez and Taylor Payton
for their defense in the pant

“With the schedule we've been play-
ing. we 're used to playing 6-footers, a
bunch of big girls and so they 've leamed
10 become big in a sense.” Ginger Han-
man saxd. “We 've learned 10 play really,
really big. You've got to give credit to

Please see WIN/IR

Rﬂ}\

I'he Rangers had two more scasons of
arbitration chgibility for Profar before he
can become a free agent. General manager
Jon Daniels said there had been discus-
stions about the possibility of an extension
but that 1t became clear that wasn’t going
to happen

Daniels said the A’s had been consistent
in thewr interest in Profar, and with Tampa
Bay in the deal it enabled the Rangers to
get the full value they felt was needed to

Please see TRADE 1B

Army going
for 1st
11-win season
In Armed
Forces Bowl

By Stephen Hawkins

‘f"nun LHI'{!I .p”n'-. \

FORT WORTH  Durning a 10-loss
scason three years ago, Army coach Jefl
Monken saw something that made him
believe the Black Kmights were on the
way to being a good team

I'he freshmen from that team are now
seniors going into thewr last game
Saturday against Houston (8-4) in the
Armed Forces Bowl, when the No 22
Black Knights will try to complete the
program s first 1 |-win season

“Dhdn’t have a great start to their
careers, Monken said. “But for them 1o
cexpenence |0 losses, seven of them being
by a touchdown or less, and they would
just continue 1o come back cach week
and battle and hght to the end | saw a
fight in that team that encouraged me ~

I'wo weeks after beating Navy for the
third year in a row, Army (10-2)1s play
ing 1n a bowl tor the third consecutive
scason. The cadets have their second 10
win season in a row, and an eight-game
winning streak since an overiime loss af
()klahoma on Sept 22

Fullback Darnell Woolfolk described
that as “such a g disappointment™ and
sard it made them determined not 1o lose
again

“That defimtely let us know that we
could play with anyone,” linebacker Cole
( hnistiansen saud

Houston, without injured quarterback
D Eng King and NFL draft-prepping
defensive tackle Ed Oliver, has lost three
of 1ts four games since a 7-1 starn

“For us, 1t's just about imshing strong
with one game,” second-year Cougars
coach Major Applewhite sand

Mo Ed or D'Erig

King was responsible for 302 points
{50 total touchdowns, a 2-point conver-
ston) in 11 games before scason-ending
knee surgery [The quarterback has
another scason left with the Cougars
Oliver had made it known long ago that
his yjumior secason would be his last He
missed four games because of a bruised
nght knee and 1s skipping the bowl game
to focus on preparing for the NFL drafl

L ot of offense

Houston ranks fourth nationally with
46 points a game, and sixth with 529 1otal
yards per game The Cougars opened the
scason with eight consecutive 40-point
games, a school record. Only Houston
and Oklahoma rank n the top 25 for both
passing offense and rushing offense Ten
different Houston players have had TD
catches, and cight different players have
run for scores

Extra poiwts

Army lcads the nation in time of pos-
session, at nearly 19 minutes a game
Houston 1s last among the 129 FBS tecams
at 25:04 . The last two Armed Forces
have been decided in the final seconds

Please see ARMY /4B

Rattler, Kendall likely next from Oklahoma’s quarterback factory

2019, and this was righ

By CI{Y Brunt

Associated Press

NORMAN, Okla. — Oklahoma coach
Lincoin Riley recalls an odd request from
fellow assistant Tim Kish a few years ago

Kish asked Riley, then Oklahoma’s
offensive coordinator, 10 watch film of a
high school freshman quarterback

Rilcy was taken aback, but it didnt
take long 1o see what Kish saw in Spencer
Rattler

“1 looked and saw he was a (class of)

t after the 2015
scason, Riley said. “I'm like, ' You want
me to watch a freshman?’ I'm like, ‘Re-
ally”” Then | turned on the tape, | was
hike, ‘OK.™

Rattler, who matured into the consensus
No. | quarterback in his class, signed with
the Sooners on Wednesday

He didn’t sign up for an ordinary job
— the Sooners have produced
back-to-back Heisman Trophy-winning
quarterbacks from the same school in
Kyler Murray and Baker Mayfield. Mur-

ray, & first-round draft pick by the Oakland
Athletics this year, has said he plans 10
play professional bascball after this sea-
son, leaving Rattler in line to possibly be
the next big thing.
“Extremely excited to be officially
apart of the Oklahoma Family'™ Rattler
Tweeted on “Thank you @
LincolnRiley for making this the best
recruitment ever. Next stop Norman ™
Rattler passed for an Arizona state
record | 1,083 yards and ran for more than

1,000 during hus prep career

“I think physically, he'll be as gified
as anybody that we 've brought in here,”
Riley sard. “I"ve felt that for a long time,
even when | watched him as a freshman,
that he was a cut above most guys out
there. So he's got elite physical talent
And | think he's got the mentality 1o come
mn and compete carly.”

Rattler won't be handed anything
Austin Kendall was Mayfield's backup in
2016 and battled Murray for the starting

Plcase see QB/4B
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ON THE AIR

TV
Boxing
Dilkan Whyte vs. Dereck
Chisora 2. 4 pm., SHO
Jermall Chario vs. Matt
Korobov, 7 p.m., FOX
Coliege Basketball
Wake Forest al Tennessee,
11am., ESPN2
Georgia at Georgia Tech, 11
am., ESPNU
Little Rock at Georgetown,
11am. FSN (FSSW+)
Grambhng at Wisconsin, 11
am. BTN
Villanova vs. UConn, 11.30
am. CBS
Clemson at South Carolina,
1pm., ESPN2
Texas State al Arkansas, 1
pm.. SEC
Cal State Fullerton at Ne-
braska, 1 pm. BTN
St. Louwis vs. Flonda State,
130 pm. FS2
UCLA vs. Ohio State, 2
pm., CBS
inchana State vs. Colorado,
2pm., ESPNU
Boston College
23 pm. FS1
Wichita State at VCU, 3
p.m., ESPN2
Air Force at Michigan, 3
pm. BTN
Murray State at Aubumn,
330 pm._, SEC
UNLV vs Hawan | 4 pm
ESPNU
Loyola-Checago at Sanl
Josephs 4 pm  CBSSN
FGCU vs Flonda, 4 pm
FS2
Kentucky vs. North Carobna
415pm._ CBS
Seton Hall at Maryland
430 pm  FS1
Jacksonwile at Indhana, 5
pm. BTN
Vanderbilt vs Kansas State
6 pm._ ESPN2
Wright State vs Mississipp
State. 6 pm_, SEC
BYU at San Dvego State, 6
pm._ CBSSN
New Mexico State vs
Drake. 6 30 pm  FS2
Sacred Heart at St John's
Tpm., FS1
Missoun vs llnoes, 7 p.m
BTN
Kansas at Anzona State 8
pm _ ESPN2
San Dvego vs Washington
State. 9pm . FS1
College Football
Birmungham Bowl Memplhus
vs Wake Forest. 11am
ESPN
Armed Forces Bowl Hous-
ton ve Army, 2. 30 pm , ESPN
Dollar General Bowl Buffalo
vs Troy Bpm  ESPN
Hawai | Bow! Hawa'| vs
Lowsana Tech 930 pm
ESPN
High School Football
UL Class 5A Dwisuon |
Champeonshup Highland Park

at DePaul,

LOCAL

BROWN ACES AT
HOGAN PARK

Arthur “Wally Brown made
a hole-in-one on the fourth
hole of the Roadrunnes
Course al Hogan Park Golf

vs. Alvin Shadow Creek, 11
am  FSSW FCSC
UIL Class 6A Dwision |
Championship  Beaymont
West Brook vs. Longvew, 3
p.m., FSSW, FCSC
UIL Class 6A Division 1
Championship Galena Park
North Shore vs. Duncanwville, 7
p.m., FSSW+ FCSC
Men's Soccer
PL. Arsenal FC vs Bumiey
FC.630 am.. NBCSN
FIFA Club World Cup, 3rd
Place River Plate vs Kashima
Antlers, 7 .25 am._, FS2,
UNVSO
Sene A AC Milan vs. ACF
Fiorentma, 7 55 am., ESPN2,
ESPNDEP
Bundeshga RB Lewpazig vs
SV Werder Bremen, 830 am
FS1. FXDEP
PL. Manchester City
vs. Crystal Palace, 9am .
NBCSN
PL Chelsea FC vs. Lences-
ter City, 9 am., CNBC
FIFA Club World Cup, Final
Al Ain vs. Real Madnd, 10 30
am_ FS1. TELE
PL. Cardiff City FC vs. Man-
chester United FC_ 1130 am .
NBC, UNVSO
Bundeshga Eintracht Frank-
furt vs. FC Bayern Muruch,
1130am _ FS2 FXDEP
National Basketball
Association
Toronto al Phiadelipha
6 30 p.m., NBAtv
San Antorwo at Houston, 7
pm _ ATTSW, Cable One Ch 6
Dallas at Golden State. 7 30
pm. . FSSW
National Football League
Washington at Tennessee
330 pm_. NFL
Balbbmore at LA Chamers, 7
pm_ NFL
National Hockey League
Nashwille al Boston. Noon
NHL
Los Angeles al San Jose, 3
pm., NBCSN
NY Rangers at Toronto, 6
pm._, NHL
Dallas at Minnesota, 7T pm
FS Go
Tennis
ATP Hawa 1 Open Semd
nals. 3 pm .  TENNIS
Women's College Basketball
Notre Dame at Marquette
123 pm.. FS1
Texas Southern at Texas
Tech 1pm _ FSSW+ FCSP
RADVO
NAHL Hockey
Shreveport al Odessa 7
pm KFZX 102 1 FM
National Bashetball
Association
San Antorwo at Houston, 7
pm 'KBYG 106 1 FM/1400
AM (Byg Sprng)
Uallas at Golden State. 7 30
pm _ KBST 1490 AM (Big
Spnng )

GOLF

Course on Wednesday

Brown. 68 used an B-won
for fus 11th career ace and the
sho! was wiltnessed by Charles
Roberts Tom Albrecht, Dam
aolla Albrecht and Larry Dortch
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

From staff reports

Boys

GREENWOOD 62
GLEN ROSE M
SAN ANTONIO - Jordan

' Riley scored a game-high 20
. ponts 1o lead Greenwood 1o a

rout of Glen Rose n Fnday's
non-district game played at

. ATAT Center, the San Antono

Spurs’' home arena

Logan Jarvis added nine
points for the Rangers (14-5),
who outscored Glen Rose in
every quarter and led 33-19 al

| halifhime Greenwood finished

with 2@ 13-3 run in the fourth

qQuarter

GREENWOOD &2 GLEN RDSE M

4A DIVISION |

LAVEGA USES 210 RUN
TO DOWN LIBERTY HILL
ARLINGTON — Waco La Vega created

cushion with a 21-0 third quarter en route
o a 35-21 wictory over Liberty Hill in F-
day's Class 4A Division | state champeon-
| ship at ATAT Stadwum
Twed at 7 at halftime, the Pirates (14-2)
| took control in the third quarter, as Donta
Stuart scored on a 94-yard kckoff return
and Malachi Wnght hauled in two touch-
down recephons, including a 90-yarder

(e Frge  Eoiry Mooy 4 Ao Wt

? Dopw Durmor 7 Ngae Kaaas | _obe [areon
2 Jom Gouss | Paresr Sewnorw 7 Braoy Taywew
Ly Rasss

(weermond ('4-5) - Beoayy Qay | Camwer
Jores | Caoe Losbie 5 Byen Sroogeass 4
v Someny ) Jostar Fuey X0 Selt Wegtherty
& Omanon Jamescr 6 Logan Jarve § Malhar
Mt S
e Pone 2 § 7 1-M
o wrv—raCC 3 WM W 1 -8

-powrd goais - (e Fose ¢ 1D Dursor
Caonmc! Wam Names reerwnoe € Oaatrerty |
Joren. Piey Jarva Marvrey | Free Peoes - e
Arme 45 (veerwnnd ! T Tols s - e e
i (veermone ') Foused f - MNrve

bl umercwrcws” ¢ P Temad Bace oician
Ciasse Thursdey Broseenno

CRANE 50

FORSAN 38
FORSAN - Traihng 26-24 at
halfime, Crane usad a strong
26-12 second half to beat For-

san in a non-adistnct game
Forsan's Kobe Richardson
ied all scorers with 18 ponts
and grabbed 13 rebounds o
firush with a double-double

CRAME S0 FORSAN 38

e (Y 4 Sulllle ' wre '] KeonaeT
4 Laa B Batvp £ Wia ] Harvnae

Fomas 65 - Cayvoer Morgas 4 T Freear
;g (wibarvel | e Buses | owdes
ey & obe Setarden B oo
sl |
Crare 15 P W M -8
Forsan 12 W 4 » -0

Thursday's late result
LEE 68
PECOS 44
PECOS - ee defeated
Pecos 68-44 in its final game
before the Chnstmas break

HS FOOTBALL STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP ROUNDUP

From stafl reports

touchdowns 1o lead Cuero to a 40-28
victory over Texarkana Pleasant Grove n
the Class 4A Division |l state title game
Frday at ATAT Stadum

Whittington scored three TDs in the
fourth quarter to help the Gobblers (15-1)
pull away after trailing 21-20 through

three quarters. Whittington also had exght

Hawks (13-3)

Wnght had three recepbons for 163

yards 1o eam the game s Offensive MVP

honors

The Panthers (13-2) rushed for 318
yards and three TDs on 70 cames Xyle
Hamison led Liberty Hidl with 114 yards

rushng

4A DIVISION N

CUERO RUSHES PAST
PLEASANT GROVE
ARLINGTON — Jordan Whittington had
Z8 cames for a slate champeonship record
134 rushing yards and added five rushing

JA DIVISION |
GRANDVIEW NABS
1ST STATETITLE
ARLINGTON — Grandview scored
two fourth-quarter louchdowns to pull
away from Malakoff wath a 15-21 vwclory

lackles 0 earn the game's Offensive and
Defensve MVP honors

Bruce Garrett had 21 attempts for
208 rushing yards and three TDs for the

Thursday rght

Bnan Leyva scored a team
hwgh 14 points and Zhunc
Phelps added 13 pomnts o help
the Rebels (4-12) pick up thew
second straaght win

LEE M PECOS M

Lom ik 2 - Brar Leves "4 D Phaips
1 Jayar Jores § Log Founry B hoah viaios,
" g Parors £ K Paliyg & Tt (0w
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e Les vs [ Pase Peliee -ia 4 W
am Dwr J7 e By JoFegior obosy e
“acaey (et

camed the program s first state champs-
onship The Tigers (12-3) bed the game
al 21 when Andreas Garrell scored on a
44-yard TD pass from Danon Peace with
2 49 left in the thawd quarter

Garrett had five catches for 101 yards

U Foothed State Chamgeonarups
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n Thursday's Class 3A Division | state
champeonshsp game at ATAT Stadwm

Dane Jentsch had a team-hwgh seven
tackles. 171 passing yards,_ three TD
passes 8Y rusheng yards and a rushwng Boash 1132
TD o sarn both Offensve and Defensive
MVEP honors for the Zebras (14-2). who
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Baylor wins after holding off Oregon comeback

dssociated Proess

WACLO

Lpointer with 1 32 lefl

| hat was the closest the [Ducks
would get before Mason hit a jumper

Makar Mason had 14
points with some key second-half
shots as Bavlor beat Oregon 57-47
on Fnday might after holding off a
big comeback by the Ducks

. Oregon (R-4) trailed by as many as
16 points after halftime, but cut its
deficit to 4745 on PE’_‘u'hin Pritchard’s

Mason later added a lavup and two

Iree throws

Pnitchard fimished with |4 points
for the Ducks, whose season-bes
four-game winning streak ended
Will Richardson had 10 points

Instan ( lark had 13 points and
cight rebounds for Baylor (7-4)
Mark Vital had 11 pomnts and eight
rebounds before leaving the game
with 6 172 minutes left after he fell
hard and was helped as he walked
gingerly to the locker room

A jumper by Vital put the Bears up

s hots

Y7-21 wath 1S minutes left Oregon
responded with a 13-
Pritchard had two %< and assisted on
two other baskets

Pritchard hit another Y ina 7-0
spurt for the Ducks to get within 45
4. before the teams traded turmovers
three imes in a row

Bavior jumped out to a 15-1 lead
while Oregon massed 14 of its hirst 1S
The Ducks went more than | |
minutes between Pntchard’s jumper
in the hrst mimmute of the gamec 1o
Kenny Wooten's puthack dunk

run when

COLLEGE BASKETBALL SCOREBOARD

Associated Press
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From 1B

Madison Hartman came up
with a defensive rebound
with eight seconds left to
change possession
“That’s pust (Ginger
Hartman's) «dentity, their
identity,  Lee head coach
Alfred Acosta said of the
Rangerettes’ style of play
“The kind of identity we
iry 1o have as well. They
were just better at it. They
just play hard They re
going to play hard every
single possession. They re
going to do the things they
need to do every single
possession and 1t showed
I'hey got out on us carly
and by the ime we started
hghting back and making
our hittle run, it was just

e

]

oo late ™

Jumior post Paige Low
spearheaded Lee’s rally at
templ, scoring mine of her
team’s |12 fourth-quarter
points. At one point in the
fourth quarter, Low scored
three consecutive baskets
to narrow the Lady Rebels’
deficit from |1 ponts to
five within a span of three
minutes

| .ow imshed with a
game-high 20 points and a
tcam-high nine rebounds
But | ee waited 100 long to
hind 1ts rhythm, as it trailed
by as much as |1 7 points
at one point in the second
half

“We can’t expect 1o win
oo many basketball games
when we play only one
halt of baskethall,” Acosta

SATURDAY DECEMBER 22 2018

James Durbin/Reporter- Telegram
Greenwood's Kensleigh Ellis (22) drnibbles aganst Lee's Saima Treyo (5) on Fnday at Greenwood High School

said “It’s a long season,
1t's nght before ( hristmas
break, but ['m not making
any excuses. [t's unaccept-
able | put that on mvself
| didn’t have the girls
prepared to play ™

Greenwood was deadly
accurate from long range,
sinking cight 3s and made
its share of jumpers just
inside the arc Ellis made a
couple of 3s to end up with
| 3 points

In the first half, the Ran
gerettes did an admirable
job of passing the ball
down the court agamnst the
pressure of | ee’s guard
tandem of Braydyn Hill
and Destiny Stanford. Fol
lowing ( hnistmas break.
both teams will head back
to the hardwood Thursday

e = e o

in the Byron Johnston
Holiday Classic at Chapar-
ral Center. The Rangereties
face Bushland at 9am_,
while the LLady Rebels
meet! Bl Paso Fastlake at

Follow Christopher |

on Iwitter

achris \IR [ sports
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Dodgers send Yasiel Puig, Matt Kemp,

Alex Wood to Reds in blockbuster trade

By Jorge Castillo

[os Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES

Downs and Josiah Gray

I'he Dodgers plan on immediately
releasing Bailey, a veteran starter
slated 1o make $23 million in 2019,
according to a person with knowl-
edge of the situation, leaving the
two-time-defending National Leaguc
champions without a major leaguer
in exchange for three veterans who
plaved signthcant roles for the club
over the years. Their motives were

clsew here

First. the deal 1s a substantial

| he Dodgers
completed a blockbuster trade with
the Cincinnati Reds Fnday aftermoon,
sending outhelders Yasiel Puig and
Mart Kemp. lefi-hander Alex Wood,
catcher Kyle Farmer, and $7 milhon
0 the Reds for nght-hander Homer
Bailey and mimnor leaguers Jeter

moncy -shedding measure for the
Dodgers, one that grants sigmficant
funds thev can allocate towards
top-fhight talent either in free agency
or the trade market without having
to blow past baseball’s $206 mul
lron competitive-balance tax (CBT)

threshold

While Bailey will suill count as
$17 S milhion against the tax line. the
Dodgers skimmed $22 8 mullion off
their CBT payroll, according to Cot's
Baseball Contracts and M1 BTrade-
Rumeors com s arbitration projections
for Puig and Wood According to the
website, Puig will make $11.3 mil
hon in arbitration and Wood 1s pre-
dicted to cam $9 million in arbitra
tion for 2019 Kemp, meanwhile, was
on the books for $20 milhon against
the CBT threshold next season

Irading Kemp and Puig also clears
some of their logjam in the outheld

free agent
plus of starting pitchers made Wood
expendable in their eves

Fmally, the move adds a couple of
prospects to a farm system that has
necded some replemishing after sig
nihcant hauls were needed 10 acquire

while the Dodgers ™ sur

Yu Darvish and Manny Machado for

and perhaps creates a spot for

—— —

Bryce Harper, this winter's pnzed

their World Senes pushes each of the
last two seasons

[alent evaluators believe Downs, a
hrst-round pick min 2017, has star po
tential 1n the middle inhield Downs
20, batted 257 with 131 home runs
and a 751 on-base-plus-slugging
percentage for the Reds” Class A
afhihate i his first full professional
scason (ray, a nght-hander, posted
a.l SKERA in |2 starts for the Reds’
rookic-lcague afthhate after being
drafied in the second round m June
He turned 21 Fnday

Distributed M
Iribune C ontent Agenacy

—— = - T S

Rockets’ Paul strains another hamstring

By Tim Revynolds

Associrated Press

MIAMI  Dnfferent leg
Same problem

C'hris Paul has another
hamstring 1ssue to deal
with, and the Houston
Rockets are bracing for
another stint without their
All-Star point guard Paul
will have an MRI in Hous
ton on Fnday to determine
the seventy of the strain in
s left hamstring, one that
he hurt during the second
quarter of the Rockets’
101-99 loss in Mami

“We ve got to figure
out,” saxd Rockets guard
James Harden, the league’s
reigning MVP. “Injunes
happen ~

Seeing Paul grab at the
back of his leg surely con-
jured up bad reminders of
his nght hamstring stram
late last scason, the inpury
that knocked him out of
Games 6 and 7 of the
Western Conference finals
agamst the Golden State
Warnors. The Warmors
won both of those games
to erase the Rockets' 3-2
lead in the senes, and went

on 1o sweep Cleveland for
the NBA utle

I'he Rockets are 0)-5
without Paul this secason,
and have dropped nine
straight when he doesn 't
play gomg back to last sca-
son Including playoffs, the
Rockets are 77-22 when
Paul plays

“I've had hamstring
issues before and | know
how frustrating they are,”
sard Heat guard Dwyane
Wade, onc of Paul's closest
friends in the league “And
especially an injury hke
that . last year you could
say 1 cost them a chamm-
onship not having him out
there with the hamstring
it’s hard, but | just want
him 10 stay positive. It's
a small hurdie agam and
you get over it, but it starts
mentally first. Physically, |
know he will do the work ™

Paul 1s averagmg 15 6
pomnts, 8.0 assists and 2 |
stcals this scason for the
Rockets, who host San
Antomo on Saturday

His latest injury came
on a relatively mnocuous-
looking play. Paul dribbled
behind his back near

midcourt while cutting
right, and the ball got
knocked away by Mami's
Dernck Jones Jr That was
the moment where Paul
grabbed the back of his left
leg  the telhale sign of a
hamsinng 1ssuc

He went directly to the
Houston locker room,
never returned and was
dressed and gone before
the room opened post-
game

“It’s definitely tough
because he's a big-time
playmaker and ball handler
for us,” Rockets guard
Enc Gordon saxd. “In thas
offense you need all of
the playmaking that you
can have and usually me,
Chris, and James have the
ball in our hands trying to
play-make for other people
and provide good sconng ”

Paul 1s 13, and not
cven half a season into a
four-year, $159 7 milhion
contract that he signed
with Houston back in July
He was struggling with his
shot of late — connecting
on 34 percent of his tries in
his most recent five games

entering the matchup in

Miami - but was stll a
big factor in Houston being

able to match a season high |

with hve straight wins

I'he Rockets were win-
ning by eight 1n Mamu
when he got hurt, and got
outscored by 10 the rest of
the way And the combined
winning percentage of
their next nine opponents
s 60] s0 being without
Paul for a while would ob-
viously make this looming
stretch even more daunting
for a Rockets team that
has been decidedly up and
down this season

I'hey lost only 17
regular-season games last
scason. [hey've nearly
matched that alréady, off 10
a 16-15 start, and entering
Frnday are tied for merely
the eighth-best record in
the jammed Western Con-
ference The Rockets are
two games out of fourth,
and two games out of 14th

“It’s definitely gong 1o
be tough.” Gordon sawd
of the prospects of being
without Paul for a while
again. “But we’ve just got
to make adjustments and
play even better ™

PAGE 3B

Cardinals reach
$25M, 2-year deal
with Andrew Miller

dssociated Press

ST. LOUIS — When
healthy, Andrew Miller
has been one of baseball's
top rehevers. The St. Lows
(ardmals are banking on a
return to form

Miller agreed to a $25
million, two-year deal with
St. Louss that includes a
club option and perfor-
mance bonuses that could
make 1t worth $36 milhion
over three scasons

The 6-foot-7 left-hander
has been domnant for
much of this decade, but
he went just 2-4 with a
424 ERA in 17 games
with Cleveland last season
while dealing with ham-
string. knee and shoulder
ISSUCS

“One of our stated
goals this offseason was
(o improve our bullpen,”
sard John Mozehak, the
Cardinals’ president of
baseball operations. "An
drew Miller 1s one of the
premier relievers in the
major league, and his add
tion certainly strengthens
our bullpen ”

Miller gets $11 mulhion

next year and $11 .5 millhion
| n 2020, and the deal in

cludes a $12 milhon team
option for 2021 witha $2.5
milhon buvout, | he option
would become guaranteed

| 1f Miller has 110 games as
a prtcher in 2019 and 20
| combined

He can earn SSO0 (KX)
annually i performance
bonuses based on games

| pitched $100.000 each for

40 45_50_. 55 and 60 He

| would get a $1 mulhon as
| signment bonus each time
| he s traded

(leveland acquired

| Miller in a trade duning the
| 2016 scason, and manager

lerrv Francona used him
as a multi-inning weapon

| out of the bullpen He

was the MVP of the Al

' Chammonship Senes that
- yvear, and Cleveland made

it all the wav to Game 7
ol the World Senes betore

| losing to the Chicago
( ubs Muller appeared in

1{) games that postseason
going 2-Owitha |l 40
FRA. W sinkeouts and

hve walks

Miller has been ex-
clusively a reliever since
2012, and from 2014-17.
he never posted an ERA
higher than 2 04 That all
changed this vear, when
Miller couldn’t prevent
Cleveland's bullpen from
decliming drasucally. Two
prominent rehievers for
the Indians — Miller and
Cody Allen — became
free agents this offseason,
although the AL Central
champons still have Brad
Hand, who was acquired
in a July trade with San
Diego

I'he Cardinals went RX.
74 thas year but missed the
postscason. They already
made waves this month by
trading for slugger Paul
COoldschmidt

I'he St. Lows bullpen
had plenty of 1ssues last
season. Luke Gregerson
hurt his hamstring in
spring training and posted
a’7ll ERAmnl7 games
I'he Cardinals signed Greg
Holland at the beginning of
the season, but he too had
an ERA over 7.00 when he
was released at the begin
ning of August

Bud Nomis had 2K saves
for St. Lows last season,
but he 1s now a free agent
Lefty Brett Cecil had a
6 X9 ERA in 40 appcar
ances

Miller began s ML B
career in 2006 with Detron
aficr being drafted by the
Ligers in the hrst round
He was later dealt 1o the
Marlins in the deal that
sent Miguel ( abrera to
Detron

Since making 12 starts
for Boston in 2011, Maller
has been used only In
reliecl He was traded 10
Baltumore in 2014, then
signed with the New York
Yankees before the 2018
scason The Indians ac-
gquired him from New York
n JO 1 6&

In the past three seasons
Miller had 16 saves, )6
stnkeouts and a 2 M FRA
in 171 inmings

| he Cardinals desig
nated night-hander Ryan
Meisinger for assignment
to make room for Miller

Haynes King wins Texas
AP player of year honor

dssem tated Press

DAL LAS | ongview
quarterback Haynes King

' has been vored the Texas

Associated Press ‘i[u'rrh

| Fdntors high school plaver

of the vear
King s the seventh

| straight quarterback and

|th overall in |2 seasons
1o win the award He was
named Friday in voting
by a pancl of cight sports
writers and editors who
cover Texas high school
foothall

I he player of the vear
ballot included the 10 of-
fensive and defensive play
ers of the vear from all hve
classifications of the Texas
APSE's all-state tcams
I'he honors are based on
regular-scason stahistics

Kmg. a juntor who was
recently offered a scholar
ship by Kansas under new
coach | .es Miles, fimished

the regular season with 2K

TRADE

FromIB

consider trading away the
player that signed with
them as a | 6-year-old in
2009

I'he GM sand all four
players coming to the
Rangers are at the upper
levels of the minor leagues
and knocking on the door
of the big leagues

“There 1s dehimitely an
emotional prece to thrs
one,” Damels savd “We
have scen the ups and
downs. Seen the really
precocious talent and the
big smile and the way he
loves to play the game, to
looking like he was going
to be our second baseman
and the shoulder 1ssue that
went on for a year longer
than | think any of us
would have hked it t10”

Bird and Burke will
be added 10 the 40-man

touchdowns and one inter
ception. He completed 121
of 177 Passcs for :_-‘]-’l
vards [ongview 1s plaving
Beaumont West Brook for
the ( lass 6A Division |
champronshap Saturday

Including five plavofl
games, King has 12582
vards passing with 19
touc hdowns and four inter
ceptions He has rushed lor
503 vards and scven more
T1Ds for the Loboes (15-4))
King has thrown for more
than 6 (XX yvards in 26
games for his carcer

I'here are two Heisman
| rophy winners among the
lexas APSE plavers of the
year Johnny Manasel won
the Texas award in 2010 a
Kerrville Tivy before be
coming the first freshman
10 win the Hexssman with
lexas AEM in 2012 Kyler
Murray. the 2014 Texas
winner with Allen, won the
Heisman at Oklahoma thas
scason

roster for the Kangers
I'he 22-year-old Burke
was sclected the Rays top
minor league pitcher after
combming to go 9-6 with a
108 ERA and 10 4 stnke
outs per nine mnings n his
2S games (212 starts) on at
the High- A and Double- A
icvels

'he Rangers also signed
four players 1o mmor
lcague contracts with
invitations 1o major lcague
spring tramnmg. hey were
lefty Miguel Del Pozo,
mhelder Nolan Fontana,
and nght-handed prichers
Anel Hemandez and Phil
hips Valdez

Fontana was the only of
the four to play m the ma
jors thes year He reached
the big leagues each of the
last two seasons with the
Angels, appearing in 20
games in two stints with
Los Angeles this year
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Anthony Jones rushes for 3 scores,
FIU beats Toledo 35-32

NASSAL. Bahamas — FIU fumbled away
the opering kickoff, gave up a touchdown 23
seconds into the game and found itself tralkng
by double digits by the end of the first quarter

They needed a comeback

And Anthony Jones might know more about
comebacks than anyone on the FIU roster

Jones — one of two FIU players who were
victiims of a dnve-by shooting in Seplember
— rushed for three touchdowns, including the
chncher with 41 seconds remamning as the
Panthers topped Toledo 35-32 on Fnday in the
Bahamas Bowl Jones hed a school record with
the three scores, and FIU (9-4) set a school
record with its ninth wan of the season

“I'm extremety happy for my leammales.
these semwors, all my coaches, the support staff
at FIU, they were all behind me the whole ime’
Jones said “| ve been extremely blessed by the

custody and is facng two counts of attempled
first-degree murder. Miller was hit in the arm,
Jones was shot n the back and the bullet exited
just under his eye. He lost about 20 pounds in
the days afterward, during which he was fed by
tube
Perfect Wilson helps BYU beat
W. Michigan in Potato Bowl

BOISE., ldaho — Zach Wiison set a BYU
record and hed the NCAA bowl! mark with
18-for-18 passing, throwang for 317 yards and
four touchdowns in the 49-18 wclory
over Western Michigan on Friday in the Famous
idaho Potato Bowl

Selected the game MVFP, Wilson ted the
NCAA bowl record for complebion percentage
sel by Riley Skunner at 11 for 11 for Wake Forest
n the 2008 E Bowi

Down 10-7 at halfime, BYU (7-6) scored 28
pomnits n the therd quarter. Wilson connected
with Aleva Hifo for a 70-yard sconng stnke, and
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Miami, USC have work to do
as early signing period ends

By Steve Megargee

dssocrated Press

Some traditional recruit-
ing heavyweights have
plenty of work to do in the
next several weeks to sign
the level of talent they usu-
ally attract

As college football's
carly signing penod con-
cluded Friday, Southemn
Cahforma was outside the
top 20 and Miam wasn |
in the top 10 of the team

—
e adll r

‘.

man above ”

Jones and offensive ineman Mershawn
Miller were shot in the aty of Opa-locka, Flonda
— st north of downtown Miarm — on the

afternoon of Sepl. 6. The alleged gunman is in

Riley Burt had a 37-yard touchdown run in the

quarer

Western Michugan (7-6) rolled up 192 yards
of offense n the first half, then managed only 41
yards on 18 plays in the decsive therd quarier

BOWL PREVIEWS

Memphis Wake Forest

meet in Birmingham Bowl
minus stars

BIRMINGHAM, Ala — The
Memphus Tigers forrmidable
ground game ook a g hit
when All-Amenca running
back Darmrell Henderson opled
o skip the bowl game. Thewr
offensive coordinator has
already lefl for another job,
and the defensive boss 1sn | far
behind

The Tigers (8-5) are hoping
to overcome those potential
ssues aganst Wake Forest
(6-6) Saturday n the Birming-
ham Bowl at Legion Field. The
Demon Deacons also will be
without their biggest offen-
sive star, wwde recerwver Greg
Dorich, with a hand njury

For Memphus, Patnck Taylor
Jr. and Tony Pollard are ex.
pecied 10 shoulder much of the
running load

“We re all excited for Darrell
and hes future opportunihes”
Tigers coach Mike Norvell
sad. | know he s gowng 10 be
tuned n and walchwng and
cheering. These two guys have
prepared. There s nothing
different going into any game
These guys have been key
playmakers for us”

Sull, Henderson's departure
dealt a blow 10 the nathon s No
2 rushing offense’s apparent
advaniage over the Atlantc
Coast Conference's 10th-best
run defense

He ranked second natonally
with 1,909 yards rushuing, whule
eacing the nation with 25 lotal
touchdowns and an 8 9-yard
per carry average laylor has
topped 1,000 rushing yards
and Pollard 1s averaging 7 3
yards on 61 cames

“It's not ke they had one
greal back and nobody aise
Wake Forest coach Dave
Clawson saxd “That's been a
three-haaded monster all year
for them And f you still have
two of your bes! three_ there s
plenty of stuff they can do”

Dorich was iyured in the
reguiar -season finale agans!
Duke. and Clawson sand Friday
the standout recerver/return
man wouldn 1 play

Wake Fores! quarterback
Jarme Newman enters the

Carolina State and Duke over
the final three weeks 10 Make
a bow! game Clawson called
the firwsh “really remarhable -

I think we have a really
good culture and we have
really good semors, he saad
“Football s just loo important
o these guys 1o fold ©

Here are some thungs 10
know about the Birmengham
Bow

Akmy
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Last year, Army got the go-ahead touch-
down to beat San hego State with | X
seconds lefl, then returned a fumble for
a score as ime expired for a 42-35 win
wo years ago, Lowmsiana Tech kicked a

As soclated Press

Louisiana Tech seeking 5th
straight bowl victory

Line: Hawan by 1
Series Record: Hawan
leads 8-2
WHAT'S AT STAKE
The Wamors are seeking
their seventh bowl wwctory in 12
appearances, ncluding thesr
esghth tnp to the Hawan Bowi
The Bulldogs are in a bow!
game for the 11th bme overall
and looking for a fifth consecu-
tve season with a bowl win
KEY MATCHUP
Hawas OB Cole McDonald
vs Louisiana Tech secondary
McDonald has thrown for 300
of more yards seven imes thes
season and echpsed the 400
yard mark in three games His
3.790 passing yards rank fifth
nabonally and hes 35 passing
touchdowns, seventh. He will
be tested by a Bulldogs pass
defense that allows just 193 6
yards per game, good for 28th
n the country
PLAYERS TOWATCH
Louisiana Tech: DE Jaylon
Ferguson is 1.5 sacks away
from tywng the all-time NCAA
career record held by Terrell
Suggs Ferguson leads the
nabon n sacks (15 0) and
s second n lackles for loss
(23.5) His 42 5 sacks make
v the nabon s active career
2 Y
Hawaii. WR Josh Ursua
\eads the nabon in recenng
touchdowns (16) and 1s three
short of the school record of
19 set by Ashley Lebe n 2001
Ursua also ranks fifth n the
country in recening yards
{1.343) ifth n total TDs (17)
and Mth in recenving yards per
game (103 3)
FACTS & FIGURES
Hawan s playng in the
Hawan Bowt for the second
hme in three seasons The
Ranbow Wamors las! bowl
appearance was a 52-35 win
over Nhddie Tennessee n the
2016 Hawan Bowl They lost!
thesw last three bowl games
pnor to that Hawah 18 6-5
all-bme n bow! games and 4-3
n the Hawan Bow! Ranbow
Wamors have scored at leas!
50 posnts n three of thes four
Hawan Bow! wwciones. |Lous
ana Tech is playng n s fifth
consecutive bow! game . a first

n program Mestory it s one of
only four teams nabormwde 10

win four strasght bow! games
(Georgea. Utah and Wiscon-
sin) Four of Lousssana Tech s
SEVET WiNnd Came n one-
possess.on games 1 s 4-1 on
the season in games decded
Dy esght posnits Or less Hawan
and Lowsana Tech met every
season from 200311, when
they were members of the
Western Athietc Conference
The last bme they faced off
was n Ruston, Lowsana

n 2011 Hawas won 4426
Bulldogs sixth-year coach Skip

Holtz 1s 1-0 in the Hawan Bowl
He coached East Carokna o
a 41-38 win over Boise State
n the 2007 Hawau Bowd
Lowsiana Tech defensive back
Darvel Lews played for Hawas
from 2014-17 before joining
the Bulldogs as a graduate
transfer thus season

Troy, eyeing 10 wins,
plays Buffalo in Dollar
General Bowl

Dollar General Bowl
Buffalo (10-3) vs. Troy (9-3),
Today, 6.05 p.m (ESPN)

Line: Buffalo by 1172

Series Record First
meeting

WHAT'S AT STAKE

Troy is tryng to win its fourth
strasght bow! game and get o
10 wans for the therd strasght
saason Buffalo 1s trying 1o
win a bow! game for the first
bme This s Buffalo's therd
bowi game — the Bulls lost 10
UConn n the 2009 Interna
honal Bowl and to San Dwego
Siate n the 2013 Famous
idaho Potato Bowl

KEY MATCHUP

Buffalo QB Tyree Jackson
vs. Troy's defense The Bulls
have already scored 452
posnits thus season, whech 15 the
mosi in school hstory Jackson
has thrown for 2 857 yards and
27 touchdowns thes yaar and
also run for seven louchdowns
Troy has forced 27 turmnovers
thes season. whch s hed for
fifth natonally, and 18 grving up
just 21 posnts a game

PLAYERS TOWATCH

Buffalo: LB Khalil Hodge
The sersor has been one of
the most productive defensive
players n the country wath 139
lackies mncluding 74 for a loss
He also has 'wo sacks and an
mtarcepbon

Troy: RBBJ Smith He's
run for 1,093 yards and 12
touchdowns (hes season while
averagng 5 5 yards per carmy

FACTS & FIGURES

Troy s fourth-year coach
Neal Brown has a 34-16 re
cord at the school The Trosans
have won 16 of thes past 19
games Troy's Hunter Reese
has a streak of 20 strasght
games with a tackle for a loss

The Trosans have 36 sacks
thes seaason whach ranks 12th
natonally  Buffalo s playng
s first game aganst a leam
from the Sun Belt Conference

Buffalo s Jackson needs two
touchdown passes agans!
froy 10 he the school record for
TDs n a season Joe Licata
set the record with 29 in 2014

Buffaio 1s the only leam
m the naton that has had a
freshman score a TD n every

game

Navy gamce to preparce for final exams
Monken said the hnal day of exams at

16 hours

ficld goal on the last play to beat Nawvy

48-45

Army or Houston will become

the first three-time winner of the Armed

Forces Bowl, now in its 16th year Army
has won both of its previous appearances
Houston 1s 2-2 in the game Califormia 1s

the only two-time winner

Army plavers got a week off after the

West Point was Fniday, but the players
ook all therr tests last weekend (Chnstian
sen said he had hve exams within about

“Very intense,” he sand

Holding on

T'he Army offense has lost only eight
fumbles in | 710 plays over the past two
scasons [ he Black Knights have only

four lost fumbies this year, and two of
those came in the scason opener at Duke
Houston's defense has forced turmmovers in

|6 consecutive games
have longer active streaks

only two teams

standings in composite
rankings of recruiting sites
compiled by 247Sports
'hat leaves both schools
needing to stock up by the
Feb. 6 traditional signing
date

“1The average star ratings
are just not very good at
least compared to what
we re used to for those
programs, Rivals director
of recruiting Mike Farrell
said

I'here aren’t many senior
prospects left to pursue
247Sports scouting direc-
tor Barton Simmons says
“roughly R0 percent ol
the likely Football Bowl
Subdivision recruits signed
this week

But the geographic ult
of those signees gives
Southern Califormia reason
for optimism

“There s a lot of work
still 10 do. typical of the
West Coast,” USC coach
Clay Helton said A lot
of the West (C oast recruints
wait until February to
SIgNn.

Four of the top hve
( alifornia prospects in
the 2475ports C omposite
remam unsigned Simmons
said USC 1s a leading
contender for Bru McC oy
and Kyle Ford, two of
the top three prospects in
(aliformia

“We re conhdent (1'S(
will) nse to a cenamn
degree. but in the context
of what we expect out of
USC a tlop-hve kind of
class they ve still got
some work 1o do to get in
that type of conversation,
Simmons said “We mught
be looking at more of a

| top- 1§ class than a Iu\[l-fh{:

class depending on what

they re able to accomphish

down the stretch ™
Alabama leads the

24 7Sports C omposite team

standings and s followed

in order by Southeastern

| Conference rivals Georgia,

lexas A&M and 1 SI

Miami remains 1n the
chasc for two top uncom
mitted players in recerver
Jadon Haselwood and
cormnerback Tvnque Ste
venson Haselwood, ranked
sixth in the 247Sports

QB
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Timothy J Gonzaler/AP

Southern Califorria head coach Clay Helton leads his team onto
the feld Nov. 3 before an NCAA football game in Corvallis, Ore

Composite, also 1s consid-
enng Georgia and Okla-
homa Stevenson, 3K8th in
the 247Sports Composite.
1s deciding between Miami
and Georgia

“1If Miami lands those
guvs, all of a sudden things
are looking up,  Simmons
said. “But 1t feels hke
those guys are trending
cisewhere nght now

Some notable recruiting
angles to watch as the early
signing penod ends and
teams tum to Februan

More flipping

Some top- 1 () prospects
made last-munute switches
Safety Jordan Battle
signed with Alabama after
verbally commituing to
Ohio State. After switch-
ing his verbal commitment
from Michigan 1o Alabama
this month, satety Daxton
Hill ended up signing with
Michigan after all Quar
terback Sam Howell signed
with North Carolina after
being verbally committed
o Flonda State

I'here were more flips
than | thought there would
be,” Farrell said "I thought
with the carly signing
period. there would be
less last-second flips In
February, it was something
we were used 1o |ast
year there weren t a lot of
flips in (the early) signing
penod. so | thought that
would slow down ™

(Oklahoma already has a
top- 10 class that includes
two of the nation s four
lOP recciving prospects ac-
cording to Rivals in Theo
Wease and Trejan Bridges
If the Sooners also sign
Hasclwood., they d have
three of Rivals 1op four
MeCCIvers

“If he goes to Oklahoma,
it would be on paper the

hc'-l “Idl: TMCCCIVET L'Iﬂh\
ever., Farrell sawd

Arkansas’ surge

(had Morms went 2-10
in his debut scason as
Arkansas coach, but he
camed plenty more viclo-
nes on the recruiting trail
Arkansas ranks 20th in the
247Sports team standings
While the Razorbacks are
still in the bottom half of
the SEC., a top-20 position
IS quite impressive consud
ering their recent struggles
(M '[h'L' llL‘Id

“Arkansas was probably
the biggest surpnise of the
year with the class thev put
together coming off a 2-10
scason,” Farrell sand

Players to watch

Four of the top 10

plavers in the 247Sports

L omposiie remam uncom
mitted Haselwood 1s the
top remaining uncommit
ted plaver Mc( oy (rated
No. 7 overall) 1s choosing
between USC and Texas
Defensive tackle Ishmael
"'iup*-.h{‘!‘ (NO 9) s consad
cring Alabama and | S|
Offensive tackle Damcll
Wrnight (No 10} s looking
at lennessee and Alabama

Stochk risers

Hecause so much of the
top seniors already have
signed. the remaming
uncommitied players could
start getting more offers as
schools try 1o fill out therr
classes

“With only 20 percent
(of prospects) left out there
and plenty of programs
stilll with some room avail
able. there are going to be
some guys who were oth.
crwise middle-ol-the-road
prospects who are gomng to
be treated hike hve-stars in
the next couple of weeks,”
Simmons sand

they re two or three years down the hine
ol being capable of doing 1t Now, being

job into fall camp this scason

“It was rcally a great competiion be
tween Austin and him (Murray ), onc that
we camied on longer than maybe even we
expected because of how well both guys
plaved.” Riley said in August “There
weren | a lot of differentiating factors in
the end because both did play so well and
so efhcently, but just felt hke from an
overall perspective that Kyler was just a
little bat ahead ™

Kendall has completed 28 of 19 passes
for 265 vards and three touchdowns with-
out an intercepthron in his carcer

lanner Mordecar has seen bnef acthion
this season and has the tools to do the
jwob The freshman was rated a four-star
recruit by ESPN and a three-star prospect
by 247Sports and Rivals Tanner Schafer,
a redshirt sophomore, also could be in the
mix

Ihat’s why Riley 1s trying 1o slow the
hype about Rattler just a bnt

“As Spencer knows, we 've got other
really good quarterbacks on this roster.
and there s gomng to be competition hike
there 's always been,” he sand. “But anvy of
these guys we 've signed, we don’t sign
or recruil many of these guys if we think

capable 1s one thing. going and doing 1t s
another

I’ he next gquarterback will have a
chance to put up massive numbers. in part
because of Riley s system Mavheld set
the single-season FBS passer ethoency
record m 2016, then he broke 1t in 2017
Murray 1s on pace 1o break Mavheld s
record this scason

Riley's offense s the reason Murray
thought all along that winming the Hes-
man was a rcalistic goal

“With coach Riley and the guys that we
have on this team and the guys that they
keep bninging in here, yeah, | felt hke 1t
was possible,” he said "Obwviously, sitting
behind Baker and seemng what he was do
mg why not™

I'he next guarterback will face not only
the history of the past two winners, he 'l
jorin a program that also had Jason White
m 2001 and Sam Bradford in 200K as
Heisman-winning quarterback s

“There s a standard here at the pos)
non,” Murray saud the day he was named
the starter over Kendall “You come here

" 1o play quartierback, you play it well o

me, that's my job and | ' m prepared to do
that
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Chiets’ Mahomes plcked by
AP writers as top QB in 2018

By Rob Maaddi

Associated Press

Patnck Mahomes has dazzled NFL
audiences with no-look passes, lefl-
handed throws and stellar perfor-
mances in just his first full season as

a staner.

The dynamic Mahomes has the
Kansas City Chiefs (11-3) leading
the AFC and he's already eaming top

honors

Mahomes barely squeaked past
Drew Brees as the NFL's top quarter-
back in 2018 in voting relcased Fn-
day by a panel of 10 football writers
for The Associated Press. Mahomes
received six first-place votes, three
seconds and one third. Brees got the

other four first-place voles

“When Mahomes got off to a
ndiculously good start, many won-

dered if he could keep up that pace
The answer has been a resounding
yes, and the Chiefs gunslinger has
shown no sign of slowing,” said New
York-based Dennis Waszak Jr.
Mahomes has 45 touchdown
passes and a chance to become just

the third player to reach 50. Peyton

Manning set the single-season record
with 55 TDs in 2013 Tom Brady had

sn in 2007

“The poster boy for wild cre-
ativity in the wade-open offensive
environmen! that pervades the NFL,
Mahomes has that star quality teams
crave,” said New York-based Barry
Wilner, who put Mahomes third

behind Brees and Philip Rivers. “He
also has the talent they desperately

need to succeed.”

Brees, at age 19, 1s having a
sensational season. He already broke
Manning's record for career yards
passing and surpassed Brett Favre's
mark for most completions. He's
on pace to break his own record for
highest completion percentage in a
scason, and he has the New Orleans
Saints (12-2) on the verge of secunng

the NFC's No. | seed.

“He's taken his game to another
level this year, posting some of the
best marks of a bnlliant career,” San
Francisco-based Josh Dubow said.

Rivers finished third in voting. The
iR-year-old 1s having perhaps his fin-
est scason and has the Los Angeles
Chargers (11-3) back in the playoffs
with a chance to surpass the Chiefs

for the top spol

e e — = = e

Campbell

Stapleton

NCar-i

Buttar

“One of his generation’s most
underappreciated players has finally
begun to get the praise deserved for
the Bolts' | |-wins-and-counting
surge, said Minnesota-based Dave

Andrew Luck came in fourth afier
missing the entire 2017 season and
retuming to help the Indianapolis
Colts get back into the playoff chase

“He's back and so are the Colts
Wonder 1f Josh McDaniels has any
regrets about reneging on that gig
now,” said Denver-based Amie

Brady finished fifth in the poll after
placing first in September.

“Not the best season by his
mpossible standards, but the
G.O.A_T. stll has the Patriots a win
away from yet another AFC East
title,” said New York-based Simmu

Aaron Rodgers

Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) fips the ball Dec. 13 dunng

the first half of an NFL game against the Los Angeles Chargers in Kansas City. Mo
Mahomes needs five louchdown passes o become the third guarterback to throw for 50

N 8 Season.

The rankings

Russell Wilson was sixth followed
. Jared Goff, Deshaun |
Watson and Ben Roethlisberger

. Wil-

son has helped the Seattle Seahawks
(8-6) move toward a playoff berth in
what was supposed to be a rebuillding

scason

“Wilson has gone

from a quarter-

back who rode a great defense to a
Super Bowl title early in his career
to one leading his team to a likely

playoff berth thus

year,” Dubow said

“Few have the ability to extend plays

m-tt

like Wilson, who regularly turns
what look hke busted plays into big

Rodgers only has thrown two inter-
ceptions, but he

in the rank-

ings because the Green Bay Packers

are 5-8-1 and cost coach Mike Mc-
Carthy his job. Rodgers hasn’t had a
losing record since his first season as
starter in 2008

“Having only two interceptions
this scason would be more impres-
sive if the Packers were having more
success,” Tennessee-based Teresa
Walker sand.
been much difference since firing
Mike McCarthy ™

Only 13 quarterbacks received
votes. Matt Ryan was named on six
ballots, Baker Mayfhi
and Carson Wentz, who fimished
third in NFL MVP voting last season,

“Instead, there's not

eld was on three

made one list

—— —

Some players skip bowls, coaches bonuses at stake

By Ralph D. Russo

Associated Press

Dana Holgorsen can eam
a $25,000 bonus f West
Virginia beats Syracuse
next week in the Camping
World Bowl, a game the
Mountameers will play
without star quarterback
Will Gner and left tackle
Yodny Cajuste

Dave Doeren's contract
with North Carolina State
calls for him 1o recerve
a $50,000 bonus if the
Wolfpack beat Texas A&M
in the Gator Bowl N.C
State's best players on
either side of the ball (re-
cerver Kelvin Harmon and
linebacker Germame Pratt)
will not play

(mer and Cajuste, Har-
mon and Pratt are part of
a growing trend in college
football. At least 20 play-
ers are planning to skip
their icams’ bow| games
to focus instead on getting
ready for the NFL and
avord myuries. The impor-
tance of non-playoff post-
scason games depends on
who you ask and changes
from player 10 player and
team to team. But for many
coaches, winning a bowl
game has a sct value

Six coaches who have
players sitting out bowl

games this year have
ncarly $400,000 in total
bonuses at stake in those
games. Anzona State’s
Herm Edwards would have
camned the largest bonus
in the group, $166,667
for winning the Las Vegas
Bowl aganst Fresno State
last week. The Sun Devils
lost 31-20, playing without
star receiver N'Keal Harry
The junior is a possible
first-round draft pick who
led the team with 73
caiches for | 088 yards and
nine touchdowns

Like Doeren, Minnesota
coach PJ Fleck and Mem-
phis coach Mike Norvell
can each carn $50,000
bonuses for winning their
bow! games

Fleck's Gophers face
Georgia Tech in the Quick
Lane Bowl on Dec. 26
on Detrost without line-
backer Blake Cashman, the
icam’s leading tackler, and
offensive tackle Donnell
Greene. Norvell's Tigers
play Wake Forest in the
Birmin Bowl on Sat-
urday without All-Amenca
running back Darrell Hen-
derson

Houston coach Major
Applewhite would eam
a $25,000 bonus if the
Cougars can beat Army in
the Armed Forces Bowl

on Saturday in Fort Worth,
Texas. Houston won't have
star defensive tackle Ed
Oliver, who missed four
games this scason with a
knee imjury and decided
after the regular-season

{ nale that it would be best
for him to skip the bowl.

Bob Lattunville, a St

Lows attorney who spe-
cializes in sports law with

the firm Spencer Fane,
provided the contract infor-
mation to The Associated
Press

The bonuses for win-

ning bowls in most cases
are tiny compared with the
coaches’ yearly salanes,
ranging in this group from
Holgorsen's $3.6 million
1o Applewhite’s $1.75
milhon. They also receive
bonuses for just making a
bowl

Lattinville saxd bo-
nuses for bow! wins should
generally be avosded by
coaches and universities
They can be redundant to
other contract bonuses and
schools sometimes barely
break even financally
when they participate in
lower-tier bowls.

"Consequently, both
parties are usually better
off saving their negotiation
gun powder for economic
provisions that better

marry their long-term
interests and don't create
the impression of wast-
ing moncy or calling into
1on their motivations
encouraging a player
to play n a given bowl.”
Lattinville sasd.

Coaches frequently
receive bonuses just for
reaching a bowl, not on the
result

That's the case with
Michigan's Jim Harbaugh
The Wolverines will be
without three key players
when they face Flonda
on the Peach Bowl on
Dec. 29. Running back
Karan Higdon announced
Thursday in an Instagram
post that he would not
play, jomming defensive end
Rashan Gary and lincback-
er Devin Bush, who said
he had not been cleared by
doctors after injuring his
hip in the regular-season
finale against Ohio State.

Harbaugh's contract pro-
vides a $200,000 bonus for
the team playing in a New
Year's Six game — such
as the Peach Bowl — that
1s not a College Football

Playoff semifinal, but noth-

ing more for winning it
He would get a $500,000
bonus for winning the
College Football PlayofY
national champronship

e ——— = = -

Broncos’ Joseph has made strong case to stick around
By Arnie Stapleton

Associated Prexs

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — Across
the ssrwaves, the consensus 1s that
Vance Joseph is about 10 coach his

final two games in Denver.
Hold on.

A lthough the Broncos (6-8) must
beat the Raiders and Chargers 10 avoid
their first back-to-back losing seasons
in 46 years, there's a strong case for
John Elway 0 keep the coach who's
mﬂlldwwim

over 2 team that was a year
from a Super Bowl title.

Elwvay reportedly flirted with bring-
g back Mike Shanahan a year ago
but decided 10 grve Joseph another
shot after the first-time head coach

went 5-11.

to stick around in 20197
“We're a win-now organization,”
Harris saud, “so he doesn’t get a lot of

If Elway fires Joseph,

he Nl be look-

ing for the team’s sixth head coach in
12 years — and he won't have Peyton
ing as bait.
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times by a combmed 23 points.
nchaded close calls

Those
some of
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that inchades Phillip Lindsay, the first
undrafied offensive rookie 10 make

the Pro Bowi,
land Sution and

Chubb, Coun-
Hamihon,

Joseph was still saddied with a roster

(;ame management issucs have
kept Joseph from making the most of
that second chance, but he has made

dotted with dead weight from prevy-
ous draft classes that didn 't shine like
thas one
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No-show Bell, 3-11
Gruden lead list of
NFL letdowns in 2018

By Dave Campbell

{ssociated Press

I'he hype trams touting
NFL offseason activity
typically start leaving their
stations cach January,
when new head coaches
are hired and fan bases are
fired up about the fresh

. start that sends hope soar

ing hagh like the football
in the air on the opening
Kickoff of a game

There’s another round of
departures in March, when
the biggest-buck free agent
contracts are signed 1o put
some of the highest-profile
players in the league on
new teams snatching up
missing pieces to therr
Super Bow! puzzies. Then,
the first-round draft picks
clamber aboard at the end
of Apnl

By December, well, the
deraillments are incvitable

From Le’Veon Bell to
Jon Gruden to Leonard
Fournette, here's a pick-six

of the biggest disappoint-
ments in the NFL this year:

No show

I he milhions of fan-
tasy football players who
snagged Bell for a seeming
bargain in their auctions
and drafts would whole-
heartedly agree, though
the Pittsburgh Steclers
survived the absence of the
two-time All-Pro running
back due to the emergence
of James Conner and, mos!
recently, Jaylen Samuels

Bell bet on himself,
sicadfastly refusing to
sign his franchise tender
without the promise of a
contract extension one of
the sport’s most dangerous
positions and ultimately
accepting his inchgibility
for the season . The Steel-
ers didn’t blink, either, and
Bell will assumedly restan
his career with another
team n 2019

Chalenge for Checky

'he Oakland Raiders,
eyeing an eventual move

. 10 Las Vegas, gave Jon

Gruden a 10-year contract
worth about $100 mallion
10 return to the franchise
he got his start with as a
head coach.

The Rawders are in this
for the long haul, after
burning through nine head
coaches in the 16 scasons
that passed after Gruden
shed his silver and black
Thewr 3-11 record two
years after a | 2-4 finish,
however, is a shaker of
salt in the wound for the
Bay Area loyalists on the
verge of losing their team
Watching traded stars
Khalil Mack and Aman
Cooper thrive elsewhere
has only made this season
hurt worse. No team has
been easier 1o score on this
year than the Raiders, with
an average of nearly 30
points allowed per game

Sophomore shump

Part a strong crop of
rookie running backs last

scason, Leonard Fourmnette
finished fifth in the lecague
in yards rushing per game

as the Jacksonville Jaguars

mulligan for missing six
games because of a ham
stnng injury, Fournette has
taken a clear step back

['he fourth overall pick
in the 2017 draft has aver-
aged only 31 4 yards per
attempt (46th in the NFL)
and 56 .6 rushing vards per
game (24th in the NFL)
|_ast week 1n a three-
point loss to Washington,
Fournette spent most of the
second hall on the sideline
while undrafied rookie
Dave Willilams ate into hus
plaving time

Tough times for
top-10 quarterbacks

Drafting a quarterback in
the first round 1s a dec-
sion made with as much
long-term view as any in
the league, and success
for rookies at thas high-
pressure position can be
awfully difficult wathout
strong supporting casts

Stll, more and more
quarterbacks in their carly
20s are coming to the NFI
with the skills to be an
instant success, and grven
the impatient nature of
a results-dniven culture
there’s been no shortage of
complaints about Sam Dar-
nold (third overall pick),
Josh Allen (seventh overall
pick) and Josh Rosen ( 10th
overall pick), particularly
when judging them against
first overall pick Baker
Mayfield’s late-season
surge with the Cleveland
Browns. With a combined
10 touchdown passes
against 3K interceptions,
Darnold, Allen and Rosen
have displayed a need for
more experience and more
help. The New York Jets,
Buffalo Bills and Anzona
Cardinals have a collective
record of 12-20

Nicking N away

Sure, Chicago and Green
Bay play on grass in cold
climates, but Minnesota
and Detroit have indoor
stadiums. NFC North
tcams have enjoyed a long
line of successful kickers

This year, though, has been

a struggie, with |2-year
veteran Matt Prater of the

Lions the only specialist
whose scason has become
a story. The Vikings cut
rookie Daniel Carlson
after two and three
missed field goals that cost
them a victory against the
rnval Packers, who had
their own issues with Ma-
son Crosby. Cody Parkey
ranks 28th in field goal
percentage for the Bears,
one spot behind Crosby

S0 much for deama
That last-second 2-poimnt

at Kansas City and tic the
Chiefs for the AFC West
lead turmned that division
race mnto a December
thriller. That's the excep-
tion , though, with the
Bears, New Oricans Samnts
and Los Angeles Rams
already m possession of
top-four seeds in the NFC
and the New England Pa-
tnots and Houston Texans
holding two-game lcads
in thewr divisions with two
games 10 play. That three-
team race in the NFC East
has been muted by all that

the AFC North a legiti-
mate competition with the
Steelers.

NFL GLANCE

Associsted Press
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stmas buy

ing /(7

By Jim Rossman
IF'he Dallas Morning News

Echo Auto. amazon.com

The SCOTTeVEST Hoode Microfleece

Scottevest com

£
F

Solo Duane Hybnd bag Solo-ny.com

Handy helpers for
car enthusiasts

Most of us have cars, so buyng
Chnstmas gifis that are automobile-
related makes good sense

| know | think about car stuff
when my mom asks what |'d ke for
Chnstmas

Not all of these gifts are exactly
mgh 'ach, but all these deas will be
welcomed by the car enthusias! on
your kst

have Bluetooth in thesr car
What does it cost? 524 99
Where can | get 7 Amazon

GG Bailey All Weather

Textile Car Mats

What is t? Every car needs good
mats o keep the intenor cean These
are custom fit for your car and they
look great They grab dirt and debns
before they get 10 your car's carpet
or intenor They are also easy 10
vacuum They are available in bewge

or charcoal

iClever Bluetooth Car Receiver

mats have seen befler days

What is 7?7 For car stereos that
don 't have Bluetooth, the Clever
Biuetooth Car Recesver lets you
siream music and make hands-free
calls. You'll need a 3 S5mm auhary
mput You mount the recerver/mecro
phone controller on your dash The
sound for calls and music 8 really
good

it comes with a 12v power supply
with three USB ports

Who is it for? Anyone who doesn |

at $99

Ideas from Vibes, Soundot,
Roborock and more for
the hard-to-buy-for techie

Tectwes can be hard 10 buy for They usually
have everything they want And even if they don 1.
you have absolutelty no dea what they might need

I'm exactly that person — just ask my wife or
my Mom

Here are a foew gft deas for the lechses on your
kst |'d be happy to get any of these as a gift thes
Chnstmas

These meght not be dems you d conssder buy-
ng The Vibes Earplugs are not very sexy, but
protecting your heanng s very important

Vibes Hi-Fidelity E arplugs

What is 7 ¥ you attend concerts — sspecially
loud ones— you d be well advised 10 wear some
heanng protechon Vibes are designed lo reduce
the sounds geting o your ears by 22 decibels
You § still hear the musec, but your ears will thank
you Unkike foam earplugs that just muffie the
sound, Vibes are reusable. and theyl let you
enoy the concer without all the Nnging N your
ears aflerwards

Who is R for? Concerigoers and anyone who
s exposed 10 loud sounds

How much does it cost? $23 99

Where can | get 7?7 Dscovervibes com

Soundot AF 1 headphones with FM radio

What is 17 Thes 13 a set of headphones spech-
cally dessgned for iPhones and Pads The AF 1
connects via Lightrwng port, and # includes an
FM radio Instead of streaming. youre actually
puling FM radio from the arwaves Youll need
o downioad the Soundot app 1o control the FM
tuner and 10 adyust the equakzer They also have »
mecrophone for phone calls

Who is it for? Perfect for isterung 1o the play-
by-play at the bafigame

How much does it cost? $69 89

Where can | get &7 Blackcioud com and
Amazon

Solo Duane Hybrid bag

What is R7 Il's a bnefcase case for your laptop
and saccessones

But wadt it also has hidden straps so you
can shng it over your shoulders and wear it 8s 2
backpack (hence the Twbrid” in the name) This s
a greal-looking gray iweed case that can carry up
10 8 15 6-nch laptop phus all your other gear

Who is it for? Everyone with a laptop The
cornvertble nature s really handy

How much does it cost? $54 99

Where can | get &7 Solo-ny com and Amazon

Roborock Xiaows Lite C10
Robot Vacuum Cleaner

What is 7 An nexpensive robol vacuum
cleaner that can keep your floors clean without
your having 10 do much st all R has 10 sensors
for nevigating around your rooms. it moves easily
from hard floors 1o carpet and adjusts the sucion
accordingly The C 10 can be scheduled from a
smartiphone app 1 cean for an howr before @

What does it cost? Il depends on
the car and whether you need mats
for front and back seats They start

Where can | get t? ggbadey com

Thinkware FT0 Full

HD 1080FP Dash Cam

What is 7 A dashcam 10 keep

handy 1o have a dash cam d you ever
gel mio an acodent Having a vwdeo
record of any nadents will make
things much sasier 10 sort out. Thes
5 a8 small, spshok-shaped camera
without a screen, but f stays out of
your way

Who is it for? Anyone with a car
who wants 1o keep a record of thesr
drving

What does it cost? $109 99

Where can | get t? Thinkware
com and Amazon com

Amazon Echo Auto

Who is it for? Anyone whose car

What is 7 This 1s Alexa for your
car You connect the Echo Auto 1o
your phone through the Alexa app
Echo Auto has esght mecrophones so
it can hear your spoken commands
Over your car steren | connects o
yOuUr Car stereo SO you can make
calls, ask Alexa to play your favonte
lunes or even control youwr connecled
home

Who is it for? i you ve ever
wanied Alexa vosce control in your

What does it cost? Il s avalable
for preorder for now by nvitation only
The preorder price 1s $24 99 Reguiar
pnce s $49 99

Where can | get t? Amazon

iOttie Easy One Touch
4 CD Siot Car Mount

What is t7 A car mount for your
smartphone that fits in the CD slot
on your car's dashboard The mount
bghtens nlo the siol, and it s sasy
to move from car to car The mount
has a one-louch mount and release
mechamnsm

Who is it for? Anyone with a CD
siof in thesr car whio neads 1o mount a
smartphone

What does it cost? $19 95

Where can | get t? lothe com and
Amaron

StaySafe Buddie LED Emergency
Roadside Flashing Warmning Lights

What is t? Remember those od
roadsde flares that looked ke a

torch? These days technology has
brought LED warmung hights that are
realty bnght and durable and they
won { burn you These AAA battery
powered hghts are perfect to keep n
your trunk o warn others f you have
a roadside amergency
Who is it for? Anyone who drives
What does it cost? $1999 for a
three-pack of kghts
Where can | get it? Amazon

VIAIR T8P Portable Compressor

What is it? With more and more
cars not havwng spare bres, keeping
a portable compressor mthe car s a
necessity Unless your tire 1s senously
damaged. a pump hke thes will heip
get you down the road for help The
/8P has a budt-in work kght and pres
sure gauge and can a up twes up lo
225/60/R18 I plugs nio your car's
1Z2v power port

Who is it for? Anyone who wants
o be prepared for hre emergencies

What does it cost? $61 16

walch over where you go and what
happens 1o your car It 1s incredibly

car, thus 18 for you

needs a recharge on s base

Who is R for? Everyone has floors This will
help weeap hem clean

How much does it cost? §199

Where can | get #? Amazon

Crate Chub

What is 17 A monthly subscripton box of
lachcal gear that s hand-packed by specal ops
velerans The boxes contawns cool gear ke
flashights. muit-tools and survival gear There are
several levels of the subscnpton boxes The more
you spend, the more siuff s ncluded each month
The costs also decrease f you prepay for sx or 12
months

Who is R for? Thes a ursgue subscnpbon box
servce amed al guys

How much does it cost? Pad annually, the
plans range from $23 99 1o $104 17 per month

Where can | get R? Cratecub us

Ting Mobile SiM

What is t? A postpasd mobide service that
operstes on hwo nationwide networks (Sprnt or
T-Mobsle ), 80 t will work with most phones You
only pay for what you use sach month, plus 2 $6
service fee for sach ine You can use the Ting
websie 10 estmate your monthly costs You can
pool your family s usage for more savings (phus the
$6 monthily fee for sach device)

Who is R for? Anyone looking 10 save money
on thes wireless bills

How much does it cost? As an example,
one ine, using uP 10 500 vosce Menutes. sendeng/
recening up 1o 100 texts and using up 1o S00gb of
data will cost pust $28 per month

Where can | get 7?7 Ting com

What is 7 Hoodies are prefty geeky by them.
seives but the folks at Scotievest have figured
out @ way o nclude 18 pockets, ncluding one
bag enough 10 carry your iPad There are also
channels and access ports hroughout so you can
route your headphone wires insude the hoode up
10 your sars. There's even a codled wire 1o keep
your keys from falling out | found # 10 be very soff
and warm, but the additonal pockets make it »
bt heaveer than a normal hoodie Available n six
colors

Who is i for? This is a great git for a hgh
school or college student

How much does R cost? $05 in sizes M- YOO

Where can | get R? Scottevest com

SOL Republic Amps Air 2.0

What is R? Very cool wireless earbuds with »
ng case that will allow for up 10 45 hours of
(he case's internal batlery can charge
the sarbuds 15 mes)

They are very small and pack 8 grest sound
There is no wire lethering them, s0 you can move
around very while kstersng 10 your unes.
They work great for phone calls, 1o

Who is R for? They're sweat- and rain-resis-
tard, 80 hey're for people who work out

How much R cost? $129.99

Where can | get R? Solrepublic com

shck of dynamme and bumed ke a

Let's talk voice ass_lstants

Viece assisiants have been a part of our
hves for a few years. and 1 seems hke they re
on the edge of a great expans.on

Amazon, Google and Apple are working
hard io get us to adopl! thesr virtual assistants
o ouwr everyday lves

Want 1o know the lemperature”? Ask Alexa
Google or Sin

Want to hear some jazz7 Jus! spaak your
request

Ask them 1o lefl you a joke or sing Happy
Birthday

You can also mncorporate them mto your
home automaton system | always smile
when | ask Alaxa 10 turn on the kghts

Amazon contnues o pour money and re
Ources o s Alexa ecosysiem of products.,
even koansing the Alaxa vosce service o be
nciuded n products from other companses

Google and Apple are behwnd Amazon in
the number of products released, but they are
all racng forward

| thought about inchuding Facebook s new
Portals but they really don't meet the defirs
hon of a vosce assistant They do a good job
with video conferencing with other Portals,
but they don't have the vouce inlerachon and
search capabidmes that make the others
useful

Here are » few products that you meght
wan! 0 consider as gifts thes Chrnstmas

Amazon Echo Dot

What is 7 Thes s the smallest and cheap-
est Echo, and the one shown here 1s the therd
generabon version It has a decent speaker
but more mportantly. 4 grves you the abiity
10 par two Dots for stereo sound or connect
0 exiernal speakers via Bluetooth or 3 S5ervm
aux-out ck

Who is it for? This is the perfect first Echo

What does it cost? $49 99 but holday

. sales can drop the price by hal Shop around

Where can | get R? Amazon, Best Buy and
Target

Amaron Echo Show

What is 7 Thes s a second-generabon
Echo with a camera and 8 10-nch wwdeo

screen Besides the usual Echo features. you
can waich ve TV from Hulu or make vwieo
calls o other Echo Shows or Echo Spots or

~ oven Skype calls The Show can even show
~ your compatible survediance cameras

Who is i for? Graat for placement n a

iichen or family room

What does it cost? $229 99, but walch for

" holiday sales

Where can | get #? Amazon. Best Buy and
Target

Home 1AV 14
What is R7 The iHome AV 14 Alexa Buit-n

 BedsideMome OMice Speaker System is 2

bedside siarm clock with Alexa built in The
biack box looks good on 8 " is not

. technically a clock radio, but # does stream
- music and radio stations from the mtermet.

Where can | get 7 Amazon
walimart! com and autoanythwng com

and Alaxa s alarms wall wake you or tell you
a bedtime story I also has a USB port 1o
charge your phone

Who is it for? Anyone with a table beside
thes bhed or a deshk

What does it cost? $99 99

Where can | get #7 home com and
Amazon

Google Home Max

What is 17 Thes 15 the premeum spaaker of
the Google Home ne The Max has the bes!
speakers and hwghes! pnce Dual woolers and
cusiom tweelers provwde very mce sound
Far feld mucrophones enable the Max o
hear your commands even when the music s
crankad up

Who is it for? Thes s the Google Home for
MuUSK lovers

What does it cost? $399 99 bust look for
hobkday sales

Where can | get t? Google com_ Bes! Buy
and Walmart

Google Home Mini

What is 7 The ittle brother of the Google
Home ine The Mirw s hockey puck-sized so
'R fit mcely n any room it 1s affordable but at
the expense of sound guality The Min lacks a
connacton for axternal speakers

Who is it for? Good starter speaker for the
Google Home assistant

What does it cost? $40 but expect 1o fingd
d for less

Where can | get R7? Google, Best Buy.
Waimart and Target

Google Home Hub

What is 17 The first Google Home dewvice
with 8 vwdeo screen 18 much cheaper than s
Amazron Show counterpart. but at 7 inches
the screen s closer 10 the suze of a phone
than a tablet The Hub lacks a camera. but
you don! plan on vwdeo chatting, you won 1
mess

The Hub s also a home automation hub,
S0 it can help you voice-control connecied
devces all over youwr house

Who is it for? Any Google Home user
would ke » Hub

What does it cost? $149_  but 1 will be
cheaper

Where can | get R? Google, Best Buy.
Waimart and Target

Apple HomePod

What is 1?7 Apple finally brings Sin 1o &
home speaker The HomePod 18 a substantal
speaker with really good sound and the abiity
10 do MUroom sudio Quite sasily

HomeFod has the best vosce recogniion
You can whisper and be heard. even when the
musec 18 playing loudly

Who is Rt for? You are stuck with Apple's
sudio services, 80 this 8 a popular chosoe for
Apple Music customenrs

What does Rt cost? $349

Where can | get #7 Apple stores and
Apple com, Walman

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency
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By Jim Rossman
The Dallas Morning News

Home security
and automation

So. it's aimost 2019 and | still don't have a fly-
ing car, but | can tum on the lights in my house
with my vosce

We have cameras o keep an eye on your
home, a system to bathe your home in Wi-Fi
and a gadget that will let you know if you leave
the garage door open

Wyze Cam

What is it? Wyze Cam is a very ssmple (and
cheap) wireless camera you can use o keep
track of what's going on at home. The cameras
are small, easy to set up and can record video
clips to the cloud with no ongoing fees. Add a
microSD card to enable continuous recording
You monitor the Wyze Cam through an app on
your phone

Who is it for? Anyone who wants 1o keep an
eye on thewr home, office or yard

How much does it cost? $19 99 or three for
$53.97 (offer is good through Dec. 31)

Where can | get t? wyzecam com

Ooma Home Security

What is it? VOIP provider Ooma has
introduced a home security system you can
install yourself. You can put sensors on your
doors, windows and garage door as well as
install smoke detectors, water leak sensors and
cameras

Who is it for? Home owners or renters who
want 1o install their own alarm systems

How much does it cost? Kits start at $129
and monitoring is $5 99 per month (no contract)

Where can | get it? Ooma com and Amazon

Ring Floodlight Cam

What is t? Ring 1s a leader in doorbell cam-
eras, but its Floodhight Cam is great too. You get
the secunty of a Ring secunty camera with the

safety of object and person detechon and two
really bnght flood kghts You can ailso remotely

Sound Advice

These cooking machines
make great gifts

Cuknary additons to my holiday gift guide
| love t0 cook and every once in a whale | find

something that warrants nclusion n the column,

ke the Panasonic Countertop Inducton Oven |
raved about in 2017 Here are two nifty cooking
machines that will make great gfts

Panasonic High Speed Toaster Oven
NB-W250S8 with Convection, $99

This 1750-watt, 9-cubic-foot wonder requires
no preheating and heats up nstantly The n-
novative design cooks food up to 35 percent
faster than a typecal toaster oven, and the
rapyd cooking hmes led one happy owner 10
descrnibe it as a cross between a toaster oven
and a microwave. Digital presets make opera-
hon increchbly easy, and it creates outstanding
results you would not expect from such a small,
nexpensive appliance You can see the NB
W250S at panasomc com and walmart. com, but
you have o go to a Walmart store to pick one
up, even if you order it on Walmart's website
This hot seller (no pun Ntended ) 1s N very high
demand so if you want one, start looking now
and grab one when you see il

Masterbuilt MES 130S Digital
Electric Smoker, $159

The outdoor chef in your ife will be thrilled
with tfws elecinc smoker, winch makes cookung
debcous smoked foods (like bnsket, pulled pork
and baby back ribs) incredibly easy. Just add
woOd chips and program the bme and tempera-
ture 10 cook low and slow for fall-off-the-bone
barbecue perfechon It's the size and shape of

a md-sized dorm refngerator and 1s big enough

Wyze Cam

ingger a swren if you really want to gel senous
Who is it for? Great for the backyard or
garage — anywhere you want lo monitor and
record wideo
How much does it cost? 5249, and record-
ing plans start at $3 per month
Where can | get it? Ring com and Best Buy

Nest Hello Smart Wi-Fi Video Doorbell

What is t?7 Nest jumped nto the wdeo
doorbell game this year It offers 24/7 HD wdeo
recording. two-way audio and the abdity to play
prerecorded messages. The doorbell can even
recognize faces and grve you custom alerts

o smoke six chwckens, 'wo lurkeys, four racks
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based on the ndmdual  You cant stop porch
thveves, but you can record wrongdoers in the
acl

Who is it for? Everyone could use a little
more security on thew front porch

How much does it cost? $229 ($329 with
professional nstallabon), cloud recording sub-
scnpbons start at $5 per month

Where can | get t? Nest com and Best Buy

Arfo Go LTE Wire-Free
What is R? This 1s a wireless camera thal

has an LTE radwo, so you need to subscribe
10 a data plan for the camera itself It works

By Jim Rossman
Fhe Dallas Morning News

anywhere you can get a cell signal It runs
on rechargeable battenes (up 1o 45 days on
a charge), so there's no need for power or
internel. The Arlo Glo records on motion and up-
loads the clips to the cloud. It has two-way audo
and night visson

Who is it for? Anyone who needs to monilor
really remole locatons

How much does it cost? $349 99 ATAT
data plan required

Where can | get it? ATAT com

Eero Wi-Fi System

What is t? A mesh Wi-Fi syslem for your
whole house It uses multiple access points
o blanket your entire home and yard with fast
Wi-Fi The first Eero box connects to your
broadband modem Smaller Eero beacons are
placed in other areas of your home Al three
Eero boxes talk to each other and broadcast the
same network

Eero offers an optional $99-per-year internet
secunty subscnpbon

Who is it for? Owners of large homes or
people who have dead spols in thesr houses

How much does it cost? The Eero starts al
$199 for the main box, and beacons cost $149
each. You can bundie o drop the pnce

Where can | get it? Eero com and Best Buy

insignia Wi-Fi Garage Door Controller

What is it? A box that connects your garage
door opener 10 the intemet (specfically Apple s
Homekit system). Use your iPhone to open
and cose your garage door or get notficatons
when the door 1S opened or cdosed You can also
control the door from anywhere on the nlernet
f you have an Apple TV at home (it's a HomekKn
hub)

Who is it for? Anyone with a garage door
openar and an 1Phone. You il also need Wi-Fi
coverage n your garage

How much does it cost? $69 99

Where can | get it? Bes! Buy

it was easy 10 adjust the TV for a great

of nbs or four pork butts. it smells great when it
s n operabon, too! The Meater thermometer |
recommended in my gft gude 1s a great com-
pamnon to thes machine masterbuilt com

Q. Is it possible to buikd a surround sound
system with five speakers for under $3007 | do
have a subwoofer that | can shll use. so | just
need the speakers and recewver | don ! wan! a
soundbar as | ke rear speakers for true sur-

round with mowves
— C.0.,

A. Going wireless for the rear speakers 1s 100
much of a stretch al the pnce pont. Wireless
surround speakers are not as wonderful as you
meght thank anyway because you shill need 1o
run power 1o them_ whuch means a rear-located
ampiifier or ndmvidual speakers that must each
have an outiel. You may as well just run a wire

from the recever

Get two pars of Dayton Audo B452-AIR
speakers ($55/pair) for front and surround
speakers, and the Dayton Audio C452-AIR
canter speaker for $36 This tonally-malched
system uses exobc AMT (Awr Motion Transform-
er) tweelers and sounds betler than you would
expect for under $150 for the whole set

The Sony STRDHS90 recerver can be found
onkne for $178 It has 5 2 channeis. Bluetooth
and 4 HDMI inputs that support 4K with Dolby
Vision HDR. So though it 1s inexpensive you

won | be buying something thal does not work
with all the most advanced dwgital standards cur-

rently on the market

That puts us at $324, so | guess my answer
s i1 15 not possible 10 build a surround system
for under $300, unless you want 10 buy speak-
ers that are ultra-cheap and very low quality
The extra $24 over your budget is defirmtely
worth the extra nvestmen! See the speakers

at daytonautho com. and | oblaned the pnoing
from Amaron when | buslt your system

‘\honf?

— L. A, San Antommo

A Gos
4K Roku TV

TCL 55-inch 5 Series 4K
Roku TV a perfect
under-$500 pick

Q. We want 10 buy televisions for our kids
and thes farmshes thus Chnstmas We have
$500 per television budgeted and would ke at
leas! a S50-nch screen sze Any recommenda-

values for my readers. and thes s one of them

Since ther ntroduchon in April, TCL 6 Se-
nes lelevisions have become the toas! of the
lown among professional reviewers and audo/
wdeo hobbyrsts They have been prassed
for delwvenng premeum pecture guality that 1s
competitrve with upper-end TVs from top ber
manufacturers. but at one-therd 10 one-half the
pnce | chose o review the 55-inch 5 Senes
because il struck me as a greal value shanng
many leatures of the 6 Senes as well as the
prormese of premeum pecture Quakty

| should start by sayng | am a TV snob
Almost every TV | have purchased since 2002
has been top-of -the-line and sold for $3 500
at a merwmum_ R was the only way o get the
performance and quaity | demand, and to
provwde a proper reference posnt for evalual
ing other TVs for thes column Other than LG
OLED modeis, | have not enthusiasbcally
gotten betwnd any TV recommendabon since
plasma went away That has changed with thes
TV, and it 1s affordable, 100’

The TCL S Senes s a Smart TV and the
Roku nterface makes setup and operabon
a breere For 4K HDR (hegh dynamc range )
it supports both HDR 10 and Dolby Visson_ a
ranty n TVs under $500

pecture | left most of the picture settings on
normal, but changed the color lemperature 10
warm and bumped the color up 1o between
60 and 70 from the midpont of 50 Televised

football sometimes looked best using the

‘mowvie setting

Picture quaiity s axcellent, especially for a
55-inch TV selhing for under $450 | revewed
it with over-the-ar broadcasts, 1080 p content

from DISH satellite TV and Blu-ray. and 4K

content from 4K UtraHD Blu-ray Colors are

natural yet bnght and beautiful  flesh tones

o the TCL 55.nch 5 Senes
49 | love inding excephonal

are realstic, and shadows don | break down
nto an inky mass. Motion 1s free from the ar-
tfical "C Gl look™ | see Oon 5O many TVsS even
expansive ones

Biu-ray mowves are the killer app for thes
TV Reguilar Biu-ray looks phenomenal. and
4K UtraHD Bilu-ray looks mouth-walernngly
anematc With the “Avengers Infinty War™ 4K
UtraHD Biu-ray the color, sharpness, depth
and detad were axtraordinary | felt kke | was n
my local luxury thaater wath its top-of-the-lne
dgrial projechon system. You have 1o see i 1o
appreciate i1, and | strongly recommend using
4K UltraHD Blu-ray players and discs wath thus
TV It 1s definrtely worth the investment

i you spend more on a TV you mght get
a befter pecture, DUt you also Meght Nnot. You
meght even get a psClture that s not as good
An LG OLED would be better across the
board. but those start at around $1, 500 Most
peopie who read thes column would be hap-
peer with “excellent” for $449 than “perfect” for
$1.500 | get that. and | am sure a lot of you
are very happy 10 be reading about thus TV

N makes me wonder how much befter the
TCL 6 Senes could be, and perhaps | will re
view one someday And TCL, f you are sten
ing. how about making
TVs that are 75 nches and larger? Bigger s
better! iIchusa com

some 5 and 6 senes

Distributed by Tribune Conrent 4eency

How to plan your smart home — and weigh privacy risks

By Anick Jesdanun

dssociated Press

NEW YORK  You might
have heard of lights that turn off
with an app or voice command
Or window shades that magically
rIs¢ every moming

Technology companies are
pushing the “smart home™ hard,
sclling apphances and gadgets
that offer intemet-connected
conveniences you didn’t know
you needed. But before you suc-
cumb to the temptation — for
yourself or others - consider
that these devices might also give
companics and hackers a key to
your homes

Here's how 40 get started on
your smart home and what to
worry about along the way

Starting that smart home

A smart home can encompass
features as simple as remote-
controlled lamps and as sophis-
ticated as thermostats that know
when you're home and tum up
the heat automatically Down the
line, you may want to mix and
match these tasks into routines,
such as a wake-up ritual that
automatically starts the coffee
maker, lifis the window shades
and plays the news.

With the right tools, you can
check remotely whether you
remembered to lock the doors
— and lock them if you forgot.
Some systems can also create
temporary digital keys for guests
and contractors.

Many people start thinking
about a smart home when they
get a voice-activated speaker
such as Amazon's Echo or
Google Home, although such
gadgets aren’t strictly necessary.
Nor do you even need actual
smart lights and appliances, as

connacied convenences you

want o

smart-home

There are some concerns 1o

Richard Drew/AP

Google Home Hub is displayed Oct 9 in New York  Technology companies are
apphances and gadgets that offer internel-
1 know you needed

you can buy smart plugs, adapt-
ers that control existing lights or
whatever you plug mto them.

If you catch the smart-home
bug. you can add appliances with
the smarts already built in as you

replace your existing ones. Major
remodels also offer an opportu-
mity to make bigger
plans. You probably wouldn 't
get new window shades
now only to replace them with

smart ones a year later.

keep in mind. Many devices are
constantly histening for com-
mands and connect to corporate
servers (o carry them out. Not
everyone is going to be comfort-
able with live microphones in
their homes (though your phone
may already be doing the same
thing, if you had enabled assis-
tive features such as “Hey Sin™

hike
a button to get the device's at-

iention. But an Amazon device
mistakenly recorded and sent a
family ‘s pnivate conversation to
an acquaintance after the device
mistakenly thought it heard the
trigger word followed bv a “send
Message request

( heck what safeguards a de-
vice offers before buying Sman
speakers, for instance, typically
have a mute button to disable the
microphone completely Moanl
la’s Privacy Not Included project
secks 1o wamn consumers about
products with securnty or privacy
problems A general web scarch
also might turn up complamnts

In general, 1t helps to stick
with major brands, as ther
corporate reputations are at stake
if they re caught taking short-
cuts. Bigger companies can also
quickly fix security holes that

crop up. Gadgets from startups
and no-name brands may offer

hittle or no protection, those com-

panies may be more concerned
with rushing a product to market

Bigger compamics, however,
arce also more hkely to use your
data for marketing. So consider
the trade-ofls

Leaving a dightal trall

Even if a product works as
ntended, it may be leaving a
record that can resurface afler
hacks, lawsuits or investigations

Manufacturers, for instance,
typically store the voice com-
mands their gadget send over the
internet and use that data to help
them personalize their services

and, potentially, advertise-
ments. [hese voice smppets may
include music or conversations
n the background Reputable
brands let you review and delete
your voice history; be sure to do
so regularly

And think twice about smart
locks and their digital keys.

In a child-custody dispute, for
instance, your ex might subpoena
the records 10 learn that you've
been staying out late on school
nights If vou rent, a landlord
might suspect an unauthonzed
occupant il you creale a gues!
key that's used daily

Mlm

As cable and internet services
become commodities, the com
pamics behind them are turming
o smart homes for new sources
of revenue AT&T's Dhgital [ ife
and C omcast's Xfimty Home
offer cameras, door controls and
other smart-home devices The
packages are good for those who
prefer one-stop shopping, though
you might save money and
get more choices by sh-cwmp.
around

For the do-it-yourself ap
proach, consyder which com-
pany s services you re already
using heavily

If it’s Amazon, then devices
powered by its Alexa dignal as-
sistant might work best There's
a range of Alexa products, in-
cluding refrnigerators and washing
machines. You can command an
Alexa inicrowave oven to “reheat
one potato” stead of having
to look up how many seconds
it"ll also reorder popcorn with a
command - from Amazon, of
course

Likewise, if you're a heavy
Google user, choose devices
that support Google’s Assistant
Apple has products under the
umbrella of HomeK i1, while
Samsung has SmartThings. Some
products will work with more

fmnwﬂmmuﬂmm
features. But in most cases, you

hlwtoptynnlyfurthtpmthtl
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Be sure to check out Sunday’s edition to read weekly

LLETTERS TO THE EDITOR

M2 RC

Empowering Lives

2701 North A Street
Midland, TX

432.695.9901

"}.1 SENTOR LINK

Older Adults &
Baby Boomers
Volunteer here
o meet
your needs

Call Today
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Providing counseling for
those in need. for children
and adults, regardiess of
level of income
Counschng emphasizes
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individuals and familhies
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Complete the gnd so
each row, column
and 3-by-3 box
{(in bold borders)
contains every dgit,
! to 9. For strategies
on how lo solve
Sudoku, please visit
sudoku.org.uk

Solution to
Fnday's puzzie
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JUUMUEL

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

OOFGR

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Looks like I'libe  This isn't good.
uhgwtrum /

LSLAT

“ROCNUC |
SHOKES
CELHKE

(T [ DO

©2018 Tnbune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as
All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon.

00070010002¢000

(Answers Monday)
Jumbles: HABIT DEPTH BUTANE WALNUT
Answer: He checked the knots for tightness to see If
they'd learned — WHAT HED “TAUT"

THE YOIJN@ DETECTIVE LED
THE INVESTIGATION UNTIL A
SENIOR DETECTIVE ---

Now arrange the circled letters

Get the free JUST JUMBLE app * Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble

Yesterday's

CROSSWORDS]

ACROSS

1. South Afncan seaport
5. Accumulate

6. Phone greeting
7. Sk

DOWN
CLUE

1. Clenc

2. Amved at
3. Pardon BLOVASE
4. Restfuness,cam  EEOSRP
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TODAY'S COMICS SPONSORED BY

ROOFING.:

432-522-1117
QUALITY, INTEGRITY, EXPERIENCE
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!!

The wiseman built his house on a rock

Then he hired Hartman to roof it!!!
All Types of Roof and Roof repair ® Free Estimates

Commercial ® Residential
www.HartmanRoofing.com

ROOFING..

Mention this ad. and receive $300.00
off a full roofing job or $50.00 off any
repair of $200.00 or more

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

1 MARRIED A MAN WHO Wi6 HaNDSOME AND | | | YES/Z I'VE HAD NONALCOMOLIC
GCOD. BUT HE COULDN'T DELIVER WMAT [ |, | BEER, AND IT DOESN'T SATISFY/
ORAVE .. CAN YOU UNDERSTAND THAT? || . :

L A
| &
[ R o e ™ F - gl Mg o

TOP SCORE ON || TWAT WARD.
TVE EXAM? || I'VE ALWAVS

ACED TESTS H ASSISTANT? DOESN T WA

:-: ;'1 "l
[ ] ™~ ib

| |
P : | .
i L P ‘a,é
A
p—_— \ ‘ AN\

WAT-YOU GOT|/ wANT \ / A0 NOw

JOING BORNG
STUFF 7€ "ROF |

NO.TWANKS.

YL MELN SE wAS
NPRFSSET W YOUUR
ASLITY 7O GMNE WER

Ze—

——
M
LT

LT
QTN

BABY BLUES

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE

WINATS YOOR \ 1T MOWLD MAVE TO

WEA [ 6ET UP EARLY T DONT ENOM WY WORE |

\ et o 1

]

IF IT GOT OFF A
CATION PROTOTYPE MESGAGE TO ITS

YOU BUILT FOR NASA HOME PLANET. YOUR
ACCIDENTALLY VAPOR ~ STUPIDITY MAS

1ZED THE ALTEN SHIP DOOMED HUMANITY
TO ANNTHTLATION

W el W et s e e e

e e e W ——

HOW W6

OKAY, LET ME RECAP
YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFT
LIST FOR OZZIE-

6 GEESE A-LAYING,
5 GOLPEN RINGS,
¥ CALLING BIRDS,
3 FRENCN WENS,

2 TURTLE DOVES,
AND A PARTRIDGE
IN A PEAR TREE

CLOSE TO HOME

." ¥ ¥y. ! . L 8 il

ASK M€ MO QUESTIONS, AMD TLLTELL YOU NO LIES.
FAMILY CIRCUS

“WE NEED TO SWITCH TO A FASTER SERVER"
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MRT MEDIA GROUP, A NAME YOU TRUST.

MRT Media Grouphu an m oﬂ'ering of digital pmnm tools that produce
memnblcumlhfor ) SnETR NG etin mMR‘tL rdia Group reaches over
. vd can target m s of con Im rtu‘nt‘hbunnds of

,b ia W we can | youreach your

e the premier

I‘.‘l -1 .. r . ; 4 i &
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i ‘JL oA e vy i
1Ot expet A:gi: ) to develop a
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MARKETING

EMAIL 5 *'

s

Your website isn't going
to sell your products

and services if you
Creating clear content that educates il b e don’t have traffic

and inspires your customers

o g . 0“‘
ONLINE &
MARKETING

* |Is your website
properly optimized
and marketed?

It’s time to take control of
your Social Media

DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES

MRT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital promotional
tools that produce measurable results for today’s online marketing
arena. We offer marketing solutions through digital channels such as
search engines, websites, social media, email, and mobile apps.

e S — e e =———a TS —— - = — - — — —— = e —

We don't sell advertising, we offer marketing solutions!
MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers and
engage with them to grow your business!

Contact us today 432-683-5311

MEARST corporation mrt i ‘&mu— @m PRECISION
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SPECTACULAR DECORATIONS
IVE ENTERTAINMENT

WITH OVER 100 MERCHANTS
YOU'RE SURE TO FIND SOMETHING
FOR EVERYONE ON YOUR LIST

An '-A Company For emplovment opportunities: www.icajobs.net

Pick Up Your MEM Gift Card
at the Mall Office Tﬂdaw

at hame Durlington
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TEXASEVYTPWORK.COM

Textures & Fabric LTD is now Miring!
Looking for a Customer Services Rep
Job Includes
* Answering incoming calls from customers needing assistance n
vanety of areas
“Fulfll customer service functions
"Answer questions give explanation. and solve problems for
customers
“Complete special projects as assigned Send resume 10
pYob001@acl com

Home & Office Cleaners

Home & Office Clsaners wanied $800/weekly Cleaning position
#vailable working days Mon - Fri 11am-2pm Minimum requirement
Email patncistrecy 1848gmail com

SIGN ON BONUS

Be In Business for Yourself
With No Money Down
Home Delivery Routes Available

fhe Midiand Reporter Telegrom’s Circulation Department is
looking lor independent contraciors 1o deliver newspapers 1o
home delivery subscribers in Midland city & county areas

Apphcants mus! be dependable, service onented 1o prowde
excellen! service 1o our readers You must olso be availoble
eorly morning hour's 7 days o week [Owr Distribution Centers
open as early as | 30 om with route delivery deadlines of 6
am during the week and 7 om on Sunday] Compensation is
dependent on route size and the number of copies delivered
with the approximate gross prohit potental between $250
$630 every 2 weeks for 2 4 3 houts per day. The successhil
apphcont mus! be oble 10 work independentty of direct
SUPervIsion |

Appliconts mus! have o dependable vehicle valid driver's
icense and proof of insurance

For more informahon and 1o be considered lor o rovte please
contact the Mudlond Reporter Telegrom representative listed i
bl

Adom Kahle
432-238-4998

Oscar Ronquillo
4326879001

——— e o
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Wash & Lube Positions

Mighty Wash NOW Hirng Fuli/Pant Time Postons
Wash & Lube 1314 N Loop 290

or emal darvelreghty wash com or online mighty -wash com

PAGE 1D

Employment ads by:
432.682.6999

O 432.682.6222

-

AIDT
\.,'\I wninsomne NI,
AMifland Reyworter Tedegram

CIRCULATION CLERK

The purpose of this poaition = to sssist Circulstion department
in reac hing goais for stan pressures volumes retention singke
copy and Customer service The primary function of the
Circulation Clert s to handie sdministrative functions of the

department including trachkmg and anatysis

Martasn reports for Corcutation inchuding rackng of start pressure
volumes sernce and collechon statistics and retention for all properes
n Wesl Texas pnmariy the Plamvew Herald and Midland R epones

Tetegram Rapor retum information 10 the Acoouniing department on
A dmely basm or Plarmrvew Herakd and the MR T

Process customes and ISM weitter and smad comespondences  and
reapond 0 hey phone Nguenes Work with he call canter 10 rescob-e
Cusiomes complamis as well a8 helpeng walk i customer 3
reference o hew acoownt

Work with customens and delivery stafl 1o resolve delvery questions and
sarvice Baues for our Wes! Texas properties

Specal progects and admrsirative supPor tasks assegred by
Cartudatsor Managers as needed

Desgnated back up for other Cartutation & Finance suppor siaff
marrbers a3 needed

Able v react o change productvely and handle ofher
essantal ashs as assegrec

I order 10 commurcate with company personnel and cusiomens
Englah i vital

College degree or equiveient ysars of sxperence n office
manageman or relsted sreas required

Proficent computer skills including Microsoft OMice pachage
(Excel Word Powerfoint and Access) sxperience in data entry
and typing speed minmum 1S%wpm reguired

Customes Service Skills computer shils, analytical shills Mus! be goal

waried snergelc and have good Me Management ano
orgarz atonasl shills Mus! be abie &0 react io change producBvely

Thes positon B nstrumental i analy 7ng data Mteracting wi all
Separtment parsonnel and resohang Custormes probierms

NMOW HIRING 100 DELVERY DRIVERS

Graal stiude and desye 10 be pan of tha Domeno & leam 8 myst!
Mus! be 18 yaars of age or oler with a good driving recort
Valkd Driver s Lcense

Yo Owen vabicie wlth raurance

Eam howurty wage plus. Bps and mileage CGrast drvers Can eem
518825 par how wilh a greal stBhuce and husle

Full e A Part ame positons svallabie «ith Seulbis Hours

CASHIEERS. PREP COOXS. LINE COOXS AND DISHWASHERS

(oot st b bor student over 18 yeary obd

Eam a §17 houty wage wih quick rame opporiundes
F ol we & Part e possons avalatle

APPLY ONLINE ot JOBS DOMNOS COW
or pevy of the 10 Midiand A Odesas locations
130T N Loop 290 Nidiend
1300 W ol Mefland
4519 N Garfeld  Madland
804 N Bug Sorvng St Vacandg
503 120 . Nadfland
31111 Fauoree Rg  Ddesas
P80 E AT St Odesss
1908 E 42 S0 - Oddesas
Z2%1 Linta Ave - Odeass
9001 W University Bihvd = Odesss

T — ——r e

nglﬂ & Cashiers

Smoker s Outiet has SIGNING BONUS for MANAGER TRAINEE A
CASHIERS Fulldime & Part-twne position must have own Wansportaton
Apply iIn parson Mon-Fri §-5 at sfther stors

S000 E University, Ste 11, Odessa.Tx & 312 N Midiand Dr. Midiand. TX

Diesel Mechanics

anDTI:a-pu‘im Presio Oifield Services are seeking o twre Diese!
Mechamcs with CDL 1o work on heavy eqguspment Must have 2 years
expenencees N a sndar posibon Interested canddales may send thee

resume o0 operationsfiprestooiifieidservices com

Owl Energy Services

General Labor/Field Hand

Monday- Friday wioccasional weekend work
Benefits include 401K & Medical

$$ Paid Holidays §$§
Apply @@ Owl Energy Services, 2052 Commerce St. Midiand,
Texas T9703. Between 900 am. -500 p.m
NO PER DIAM
NO TELEPHONE CALLS ACCEPTED, MUST COME TO IN AND
FILL OUT APPLICATION. BRING ID's with You.

Hnng expenenced heavy squpment operators for oifield dirt work
2+ yaars OAG expenences required Dorzer trackhoe oader postons
avaiable Pay DOE Health vison and dental insurance 100% pad
Apply n person 8400 S Service Rd. Coshoma. TX
or call 417 304 4804 for more normabon

Technical Service & Field Sales
JAW Services and Equipment Co = seeking a Techncal Servics
and Fwid Saies rep for our Rasder Elecine Feed Thry dvisson (a8 BIW
Owstributor) 2+ yrs expenance preferred but withng 1o ran  Benefits
nciude health  dental & e ns Vacabton & Sck pay Opportunibes o
aaM COMMMmsONE and qualty bonuses Partcipation n 401k afler one
vea: Stop ot 3510 E Mwy 158 in Midiand/ online
www _jandwservices com for app & submit to
jobsfywwelihesds «c om

The intemet is the best
thina to happen to

\CRAN YA
NEA [ ,h‘n 'S
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DURING A TYPICAL WEEK, NEWSPAPER
MEDIA REACH 77% OF ALL ADULTS.
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Answer Your Calling

Browse Dozens of Rewarding Career Opportunities for

Animal Lovers

Educators

. < i X
£ e » '

-
\

sl

Caretakers

110 432.682.6222




Empower your business with
the right people for the job!

Hire faster,
better
& for less.

WITH THE PERFORMANCE-
BASED JOB POSTING THAT
REACHES QUALIFIED TALENT

- ACROSS THE WEB!

TexasbackToWork.com
432.682.3311
TexasbackToWork@MRT.com
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mrt classi

2011 LINCOLN
Towncar Limo, 47 X
orginal miles  looks
good run good Asking
$24 000 B30-777-
0120

TOYOTA Scon XB. |

2010, TX miles, good
condion  everything
works. For more indor-
maton 432-934-1499

07 TRAVEL Supreme.
M 499 A SO g,

©) 432.682.6999

|

I

i

i

1071 DENTON St
Madiand Tx T9TD]
oad Zbath. §2 500

Neag Monfy nchudes
WD 432-55T 4788

T
i

RECREATIONAL
PROPERTY Opportu-
nity. 455+/- scres of
pently ol
Mesquite! Cedar pas
hare very close o Lake
| v prioed al
$1.000000 00 Seler
B alo offering &

RENT 10 = 18 cood
o, 5 doors and 1 walk
door §2 000 month,
$1 000 deposit
432-528- 1809

CORMNER LOT FOR
SALE 412 BARD. we-
or ap. sewer g
paved Wak v Count
Fowse $ 186 000
432-631-290%

FOR SALE by Owner
5550 W 1- 20 North
Service Rd. Odessa

19 acens shop. office
waler weoll 412831
SETTMIZ- 3494224

]
T

{
:

L

satwfy 8 landiords ken for CASH ONLY
Sale date & Thursdey Januery 10 2019

Astec A 1 Storage Cerder
1219 S Madhand DR
Midiand TX TOTD

Time 10 28am

#233 LaTsha Allen
£347 Devid Motna

M 4326826222 mrtclassifieds@mrt.com

in Classifieds
IS very easy.

All you have to do is
call 432-682-6222.

REPAIR SERVICES and Parts for Refrigerators,
Freezers. Stoves, Washers & Dryers.
Free Service Call with Repair Free Removal
Full Warranty, Very Affordable Prices.
1007 N Midiuft, Midiand Call 432-570-8278

We'll help you create an
effective, easy to read ad,
that is delivered daily to
thousands of homes in
Midland & surrounding
areas.

. . g

4 - - .- |
P A 0 e ..rf
",.h. o A B -L.J-I-

el | Fax Your Ad 24-7 682-6999

U
L L
e -

Norman
432-298- 1424

Water Fights wll Corvey 31800 00 Per
Acre Comtact Fock 580-820-8881

I

|| Classifieds

84 +/ pc Voca TX 8 mies o Brady
Beauthy proparty coversd wilh osks

Thes property has & e tank. pad for

browse
buy

sell

Midland Reporter-Telegram

CLASSIFIEDS
sellittexas.com » 432-682-6222
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TEXASEVY/TPWORK.COM

FINDING THE RIGHT CANDIDATES
IN TODAY'S COMPETITIVE JOB MARKET
REQUIRES MORE THAN

A SIGN IN THE WINDOW

TEXASEREBWORK is the one stop shop for
ALL YOUR EMPLOYMENT NEEDS

:_[ TOTAL TALENT REACH - -- '

One Post Targets Qualified Talent Across the Web;'l‘uasBackToWork is part of an
exclusive local site network that involves hundreds ofCommunltywemnes across
Texas and the country, m:esswmr4 milﬂonjobappﬁcmw resumesto

which your job placement is automatically matched to
National Sites - glassdoor, ziprecruiter |
Industry Sites -Oil & Gas, Health anﬂWellness

Local Sites - ;abMas
Match Alerts
Reach over 4 mllﬂonjOb seekers 0ﬂ3,000}ob boards

. Maddﬂmdmmmdmmmwfmmpbmﬂwmm __
. Perfenhrthosehmdtoﬂimmmneedtommldﬂy

22922 SOCIAL Boosr
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MRT MEDIA GROUP, A NAME YOU TRUST.

MRT Media Group has an extensive oﬁering of diglhl pnmﬂhml tools that produce
measurable Mbrtodly'l ng arena. le ‘ﬂl'oup reaches over

300, OWM | w:g:: ﬁl ?“"* ilom ,_;-’ ers on thousands of
_r, 'pre ACTOSS : Ql'ﬂ ¥elp you reach your
e -"*:}} *W Qurgoali g, htht premier
"‘**M&W ' pu to develop a
; “ Mﬂ
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MARKETING

Your website isn't going

to sell your products
and services if you

Creating clear content that educates L — don’t have traffic
and inspires your customers

S
* ONLINE

Is your website

properly optimized
and marketed?

It's time to take control of
your Social Media

DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES

MRT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital promotional
tools that produce measurable results for today’s online marketing
arena. We offer marketing solutions through digital channels such as
search engines, websites, social media, email, and mobile apps.

e =S — = - e

— o —

We don’t sell advertising, we offer marketing solutions!
MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers and
engage with them to grow your business!

Contact us today 432-683-5311

HEARST corporation mrt*m ‘gpnu._ @Tgl,m




LINCOLN

s

4206 W.WALL - MIDLAND, TX « 432-694-8801

THE 2018 FINAL SAVINGS EVENT!

\OW 537,995 | NOW$23,995 | | NOWs21.995 || NoWs27 995

2017 Ram 2015 Lincoln 2018 Dodge 2016 Hyundai

1500 MKZ Charger Genesis
37.330 Miles 17,172 Miles 21.342 Miles 16,867 Miles

Stk#1831729A I Stk# 1850073 Stk#1760069A

NOWS44,995 NOWS{6,995 NOWs22 995 NOWS{4,995

2017 Ford 2017 Ford 2016 Jeep 2016 Ford

F-350 Focus Cherokee Fusion
44,902 Miles 23,751 Miles 23,445 Miles 34,803 Miles
Stk#1840097 Stk#1850074 Stk# 1850064 Stk# 18316798

-
. . -
-

Was*19,895 Was=4/005 Was-=28,805 Was+26,005

NOW${7,995 NOWS43,995 NOW$26,995 NOWS22 995

2018 Chevrolet 2018 Chevrolet 2018 Ford 2017 lesan

Malibu Suburban Edge Rogue
37.465 Miles 21.759 Miles 18.055 Miles 11,628 Miles

Stk# 1840096 Stk# 1840079 Stk#1840080 Stk#1840046

NOWS27 995 NOWS29 995 NOWS39, 995 NOW $20,995

2015 I.illcoln 2016 Tmta 2017 Nimn 2017 Forll

MKC 4Runner Armada Taurus
24 835 Miles 39.956 Miles 41,001 Miles 29.420 Miles

Stk#1840085 Stk#1831386C Stk#1880175A Stk# 1850068

MIDLAND OWNED. MIDLAND PROUD.
rogersford.com
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SPORTS

Permian football players received recognition at the district,
state levels. Page 9

TRUE CRIME NIMITZ IN SPACE
Read about the country’s | Sixth graders are working on

worst serial killer PD a treatment for cancer.
helped catch. Page 7 Page 5

Jacy Lawie/191 News
Members of the Society of juliets had a Christmas party on Dec 15 at the home of Barbara Hogan. Corine Berry, from left, Hogan, Beveryly McColloch, Juanita Pyfer, Esther Sofge and, sitting, Delores
Schuler

. o Lewis wanted to bring a replica of Shake- it,” McColloch said.
The Society of Juliets  jcvselesrmpcom s Gt iosoms " Mormmd oy e
celebrate Christmas  cmmbeobmcbenube it menbarbouty Mol and i dens  Odes Call

the Southwest for over 43 years. But ~ High School and Odessa College. She  ber Esther Sofge said. The Globe of
and lOOk baCk on before there were the Juliets there was  remembers Morris’ love for Shake- the Great Southwest started show-

. . Marjorie Morris, an English teacher speares plays. ing plays in 1968. The Juliet Fine Art
history at the Globe =0t sdoaimdtins  fronerramied toeam Shake c——

CRIME EDUCATION

DPS study: High-proﬁle ECISD staff members to start

gangs have local presence receiving retroactive raises
prior to start of new year

S LS MOREINFO_

Thirteen of the 14 gangs listed as having To read more about gangs in West Texas, From staff reports The new rates for subs are increased as
the greatest threat to the state of Texas g0 to mrt.com follows: short-term, uncertified subs $85

g2 S = Ector C : d An update to the Ector County Inde- to $100 per day; short-term, certified subs
%7 % - st s Latin Kings, Surefios, Crips, Gangster pendent School District board indicated ~ $100 to $120 per day; para-professional
mg Texas Gang at Assessment, subs hour to $9 howr;
a state intelligence estimate produced by ~ Disciples, Aryan Circle and Bandidos that district stafl members will receive $8.91 per to $9.30 per
the Texas Department of Public Safety. Outlaw Motorcycle Gang, their retroactive raises related to the tax long-term, uncertified subs $170 to $190
The document released by DPS shows A breakdown of the DPS West Texas ratification election (from the start of s":'zf;'“"“;‘"“""*::fﬂ
that the four “Tier 1” gangs — Tango region, which inclu des El Paso, Midland, the school year through this month) in a h‘m:'_t'm_“ :‘m
Blast and Tango Cliques, Texas Mexican  Odessa and San Angelo, indicates that the separate, lump-sum check on Dec. 31. bect will begin on the first day
Mafia, Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13) and most signafic ant in West Texas this The raise, according to the school pe
| gangs of the long-term assignment, and the new

tor counties. joining them are nine of the Bloods (multiple sets), Crips (multiple starting in January. fevel ¢ days, too.
10 “Tier 2° gangs. They are Bloods, Aryan Trustees voted 7-0 to approve a revised
Brotherhood of Texas, Texas Syndicate, CANCS Page 4 pay schedule for substitute teachers. ECISD Page 4

= = -— =
——
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I reserved my pertect residential lot
at Village South! '.\

My sister is a long time resident of Manor Pari, and | have
been thinking about making the move for 8 while. eSouthat

mmvn:::za:nm::"u up! Manor Par 1(
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Average price for gas
drops 8 cents in

W Average price has fallen more
than 50 cents in last eight weeks

By Stewart Doreen
sdoreen@hearstnp.com

AAA Texas i1s reporting an 8-cent
decline in the average price of gas in
Odessa, again one of the highest in the
state

[he organization reports Midland
and Abilene were tops when it came
to the larger average price decline 9
cents each — but Odessa downward
trend was higher than the state average

S cents this week

The trend of lower prices goes back
cight weeks, and AAA Texas is report
ing Odessa is gaining more ground
on other cities in the region. The
organization reports the average price
in Odessa is down 51 cents over that
time — which i1s the same as Midland.
Other price decreases over the past
eight weeks are: San Angelo, 52 cents;
Amanllo, S8 cents; Lubbock, 65 cents;
El Paso, 68 cents; and Abilene, 70
cents.

Drivers in Midland and Odessa
are still paying the highest average
price in the state — $2.54 and $2 51,
respectively. The next closest price is
$2.07 in Bryan-College Station. The

average price across the state is $2.02,
and the lowest average price in Texas,
according to AAA Texas, was $1 .88
in Amarillo. Midland and Odessa are
well behind other cities in the region
as the following prices were reported.
$1.91 in Lubbock, $1.96 in San
Angelo, $2.01 in Abilene and $2.03 in
l'il Paso

Distributors have told the 191 News
there are many complexities in the
fuel business that impact pricing. ‘They
pﬂlnted to the hlgh cost of trantpnrta
tion from Gulf Coast refinenes and
Midland’s distance from pipelines
There are also issues with the high
cost of living, at least in Midland and
Odessa, where rents are climbing at
rates incomparable around the nation
There’s also the supply and-demand
factor. There is a great demand in
Midland and Odessa relative to the
amount of supply

AAA Texas reports that the last
time Texans paid an average of $2.02
for a gallon of regular unleaded gas
which was the case this week — was
July 2017. With 8.4 million Texans
expected to travel SO miles or more to
their holiday destination, a year-end
travel record and 4 percent increase
over last year, the organization expects
drivers will certainly expenience sav
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More houses are under construction near Parkes Bell Ranch on Dec 20

o) 3is

1412 N Jackson Ave /
916 Muskingurm/
1101 Monterey Ave. /
9008 Rice Ave /

TO4 E 4th StJ

221 Orchard St/

30 Balmoral Circle/
19 Balmoral Circle/
J4 Balmoral Circle/
44 Balmoral Circle/
5 Balmoral Circle/

17 Balmoral Circle/
11 Balmoral Circle/
45 Balmoral Circle/
38 Balmoral Circle/
41 Balmoral Circle/
46 Balmoral Circle/
7 Balmoral Circle/

47 Balmoral Circle/
11 Baimoral Circle/
13 Balmoral Circle/
15 Balmoral Circle/
3 Balmoral Circle/

12 Balmoral Circle/
15 Balmoral Circle/
19 Balmoral Circle/
43 Balmoral Circle/

Mobile home location

Mobile home location

Mobile home location
Residential, additions, alt | conversions
Residential, additions, alt | conversions
Residential, additions, alt | conversions
5012 N Tom Green Ave Residential, addmions, alt | conversions
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single famuly
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residennal, new single family
Residential, new smgle farmily
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single farmily
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family

DING PER

1 Balmoral Circle/
9 Balmoral Circle/
16 Balmoral Circle/
42 Balmoral Circle/
010 Rice Ave J
9014 Rice Ave /
9016 Rice Ave /
9000 Rice Ave /
9006 Rice Ave /
9012 Rice /' v2J
9024 Rice Ave /
9034 Rice Ave /
9030 Rice Ave /
PO18 Rice Ave )/
9020 Rice Ave /
9022 Rice Ave J
9026 Rice Ave /
9028 Rice Ave /
9032 Rice Ave /

1207 W 10 ¢

409 N. Carver Ave /

=
-

2000 N County Road West/x | .
412°W 10th 5t. Surte A/ Non-residential, office, bank-profession

6005 Eastridge Road/ _ Non-residential, office, bank-profession
320 E_ Iinterstate 20/ Non residential store customer service

Odessa

ings at the pump compared to this
time last year

"AAA Texas expects 8 4 mil
lion Texans to drive to their holiday
destination this vear, whichis a 4
percent increase year-over-year, said
Daniel Armbruster, AAA Texas/AAA
New Mexico spokesman. “No doubt,
cheaper gas prices are fueling their
decision to hit the road’”

Year over year, only two cities in
Texas are showing higher averages
Midland, S cents, and Odessa, 6 cents,
according to AAA Texas. The state
average — year over year — is a drop
of 15 cents. Six of the 27 areas are
showing drops of 20 cents or more

(;as price report

Cheapest gas: $2.17 (Valero, North |

County Road/ 16th Street)

Cheapest prices in West Texas:
Lubbock $1.72, Amanillo $1.78, El
Paso $1.84, San Angelo $1.79, Abilene
$191, Odessa $2.37, Midland $2 41

Midland-Odessa Texas
Thursday $2.53R $2.008
Last week $2.587 $2071
Last month $2.861 $2.316
last year $2.466 $£2.182

Source: TexasGasPricescom |
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Mh;:y Lewis/191 News

ITS (DEQ. 9-15

Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new smgle family
Residential new single family
Residential, new single farmily
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single famuly
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family
Residential, new single family

Change of use

2701 Kermit Highway/ Non-residential, store-customer service

Source City of Odesso

Tyl

I \

James Durbin/MRT Media Group

| Guy Cummings descends from the control room of Robinson

Dnllmg ng #4 on Feb 17, 2016, in Midland County

Ol

Permian's growth
spurt at risk of
being stunted by

oil collapse

By Kevin Crowley
Bloomberg

lhe USs l"llggl:ﬂ oil held
may be about to pump
the brakes if crude keeps
plunging

Just 10 weeks ago, the
Permian Basin was on
course to grow aimost |
million barrels a day by the
end of 2019, potentially
surpassing lraq, OPEC s
second-largest producer.
Now, it may not grow at all,
removing a large chunk of
expected production from
global oil markets.

Shale is highly sensitive
even to small changes in
prices and the Permian is
not immune. With West
Texas Intermediate oil
at $70 a barrel, the basin
would likely produce 4.9
million barrels a day by end
of next year, but at $40,
output will likely stagnate
at around 4 million barrels
a day, according to Oslo
based consultancy Rystad
Energy

The US. benchmark
dipped below $46 in New
York on Tuesday, down al-
most 40 percent from early
October. In Midland, the
heart of the Permian, prices
were even worse, touching
$18.99 a barrel, the lowest
since the depths of the 2016
crash.

“We'll definitely see
sOme companies next year
revisit their activity plans
versus what they initially
had in mind,” said Artem
Abramov, vice president of
shale analysis at Rystad.

It’s already starting to

tially. In Upton County, for
example, top- quartile wells
make money at $31 a barrel,
while the bottom quartile
need $65.54 a barrel

"BNEF's break-even
model calculates that an
average Permian well can
produce oil for under $50
a barrel, but only the top
performers in the Denver
Julesburg or Bakken can
match that,” BNEF analyst
Tai Liu said Friday in a
research note.

The Permian’s better
productivity means output
isn t dropping, just slowing
down, if oil averages $50 a

barrel and halting growth
at $40, Rystad said. [HS
Markit and RS Energy,
agree that modest growth
is likely at current prices
because companies in the
Permian have dropped their
well costs so much over the
last four years through pro
ductivity improvements.
“There's a lot less cash
flow to go around but it’s
not an existential threat
like it was in 2014," said lan
Nicholson at RS Energy,
referring to the oil -price
crash of that year. Higher-
cost production in the Bak
ken in North Dakota and
Eagle Ford in south Texas

are more susceptible to the

recent price plunge, he said.
One of the key advan-

tages of shale is that crude
flows from wells within
weeks of drilling, rather
than years for large, offshore
megaprojects that defined
the production growth in
shale can be turned on or

off like a tap, depending on

tors starved of earnings,
cash flow and dividends but
it does help to rebalance oil
markets.

“if we don't get those
barrels in 2019, they will
simply be waiting to show
up in 2020, or 2021, or
whenever the market needs
them,” said Raoul LeBlanc,
a Houston based analyst at
IHS Markit. “The eventual
limit is sweet spot exhaus
tion, and in the Permian,
that will not in the
““mw-




GANGS

From Page 1|

sets), Gangster Disciples, Surefios
(multiple sets), Chuco Tango and
West Texas Tangos. The major

ity of reported gang activity in
West Texas, occurs in El Paso and
Midland counties, according to
the report.

Barrio Azteca has a document-
ed presence throughout the West
Texas region, with a majority of
documented members in El Paso
and Midland counties. Other sig
nificant gangs active throughout
the region include Latin Kings,
Aryan Brotherhood of Texas and
Aryan Circle.

The Aryan Brotherhood of
Texas and Aryan Circle don't have
a presence in El Paso but there
is a “"documented presence of
members” in Ector, Midland, and
Tom Green counties, according to
the report.

According to reported arrest
data from fiscal year 2017 through
calendar year 2017, the majority
of gang arrests in West Texas were
for drug and violent crimes. The
data indicates that 85 percent of
the arrests for violent crimes were
assault, 8 percent were for rob
bery, 3 percent were for homicide,
2 percent were for kidnapping and
2 percent were for sexual assault.

Gang members with the most
arrests for violent crimes in West
Texas belong to Barrio Azteca,
Gangster Disciples, Surefios (mul-
tiple sets), West Texas Tangos and
Chuco Tangos. Surefios (multiple
sets) and Tangos (Chuco and
West Texas) had the highest num-
ber of arrests for homicide.

Tangos (Chuco and West Tex:
as) also had the highest number
of arrests for kidnapping (aggra-
vated), robbery (aggravated) and
sexual assaults (aggravated).

The repert also mentioned law
enforcement work having to do
with gang activity and the high
auto theft rates in the Midland
and Odessa area. The case focused
primarily on people who were
members and associates of the
Aryan Circle and the Aryan
Brotherhood of Texas. Mem-
bers of these gangs, according to
the report, collaborated to steal
vehicles. The vehicles were altered

burglary, prostitution, mail theft,
identity theft, forgery of bank
checks and credit card fraud. The
investigation resulted in 115 total
serzures — 34 seizures of drugs
valued at $58,644, 26 seizures

of firearms valued at $17,548,

55 recoveries of vehicles valued
at $719,817 and six seizures of
stolen property.

Special agents filed 147 charges
that resulted in 21 indictments,
93 arrests and 20 convictions on
individuals. Agencies that worked
with DPS on this 1 8-month
investigation include the Midland
and Odessa police departments,
Ector County Sheriff 's Office,
US. Attorney’s Office, Drug
Enforcement Administration and
the Midland County and Ector
County district attorney s offices.

The following Tier | and Tier 2
gangs have a presence in Midland
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191 NEWS | SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2018 | PACE 4

Gangs with the highest scores
are deemed the most significant
and are classified as Tier |, with
other significant gangs classified
as Tier 2 and Tier 3. Listed in the
report are descriptions of the Tier

| and 2 gangs.

Tier 1: Tango Blast
and Tango Cliques

Tango Blast and its associ-
ated cliques are located in most
metropolitan areas and many
rural counties across Texas.
Tango Blast first established as
a self-protection group against
traditionally structured prison
gangs, such as the Texas Mexican
Maha and Texas Syndicate. The
Tangos continue growing at a fast
rate, and maintain the highest
membership numbers among all
Texas-based gangs. With their lack
of organizational structure and no
strict commitment rules, Tango's
unique “hybrid™ gang status al-
lows for widespread recruitment
and increasingly dangerous appeal
to younger generations. In their
rapid criminal evolution, the Tan-
gos established a robust résumé of
violence and illicit activities, while
building business relationships

with various Mexican cartels.

Tier 1: Texas Mexican
Mafia

The Texas Mexican Maha
(TMM) formed within the Texas
prison system in 1984 as a means
for inmates to protect themselves
from the Texas Syndicate. Though
TMM members continue to
uphold commitment to the gang,
unceasing law enforcement target-
ing efforts have affected mem
bership growth and structure.
The new generation of TMM is
causing internal strife, dismantling
the organization from within, and
increasing the level of separation
between older and younger mem.
bers. Despite these struggles, the
TMM will likely continue to be
ing their structure to best fit their
available resources and engage
in criminal activity, and remain a
significant threat to the Texas.

Tier 1: Mara Salvatrucha
Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13)
has attracted national attention
over the past year, highlighting
the violent nature of the gang and
leading to increased scrutiny of
the gang by law enforcement. MS-
13 leadership may be attempting
to capitalize on this attention
and allegedly has made efforts to
extend their control of cliques and
programs in the United States.
MS- 13 members historically used
Texas as a transitional area or as
a location to hide from criminal
charges in other states or coun-
tries. Recent intelligence, how-
ever, MS-13 now uses

Houston as 2 hub of criminal ac-

fluid due to the transient nature of
gang members and gang activi-
ties. MS-13 continues to refine

and change techniques in evading
law enforcement detection by
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violence, relationship with cartels,
increased control over numerous
cliques, rising numbers and juve
nile recruiting practices, MS-13
remains a Tier | threat.

Tier 1: Barrio Axteca
Barrio Azteca continues to be a
significant threat to Texas because
of its propensity for violence, level
of criminal activity, relationships
with cartels and other gangs,
control of the Valle de Juarez in
Mexico and the drug corridor
in El Paso, their involvement in
sex trafficking, and a high level
of transnational criminal activ-
ity. While in recent years there
have been ebbs and flows in the
amount of reporting on Barrio
Azteca, and though their hub of
activity remains in Juarez and El
Paso, the level at which they are
operating earns them a high threat
ranking for Texas as a whole.
This is partly because members’
reach extends far outside the city
limits of El Paso, as they distribute
high amounts of drugs from their
operations further into Texas and
throughout the United States. It is
likely that Barrio Azteca will con~
tinue to ensure its dominance in
West Texas and across the border,
directly affecting the citizens of

Texas.

Tier 2: Bloods

The Bloods are a violent street
gang that originated in Los An-
geles in the early 1970s, with ties
to People-Nation-affiliated gangs.
Bloods’ gang presence in Texas
has been documented since the
1980s. Multiple cities in Texas
have instituted gang injunctions
against the Bloods and their
rivals, the Crips. The Bloods’
overall presence, the level of their
criminal activity, and the violence
perpetrated by their members
qualify them as a serious threat
in Texas. The Bloods continue to

be a loosely organized, extremely
violent street gang that is involved

in a wide variety of crimes, rang-
ing from petty theft to murder.
Much like their traditional rival,
the Crips, the Bloods' street gang
presence is mainly in the major

urban areas, but its members regu-

larly form small groups that travel
throughout the state and beyond
to conduct criminal activity, such
as robberies and burglaries.

Tier 2: Aryan
Brotherhood of Texas
The Aryan Brotherhood of
Texas (ABT) places its racist ide-
ology secondary to its everyday
enforcement continues to disrupt
ABT operations and leadership
structure around the state, the
gang remains a significant threat
because of its continued involve-
ment in violent crimes, drug
frequent property crimes and the

strength of their
structure inside of correctional

facilities. Multiple incidents

of involvement with Mexican
cartels occurred during 2017, in
which ABT acted as a courier. In
2017, threats to law enforcement
from ABT increased in multiple
states and one member

in sex trafficking. Recent law
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enforcement actions resulting in
ABT members receiving federal
sentences possibly facilitated the
creation of a wider (though not
necessarily larger) ABT network.

Reports show ABT s interactions

with gangs typically not active in
Texas and an increase of commu
nications and incidents involving
ABT members and associates
located outside of Texas.

Tier 2: Latin Kings
The Almighty Latin Kings
Nation (ALKN ) is a violent
street gang originating from
Chicago, [llinois, in the early
1960s. Though initially created
to overcome racial prejudice,
Latin Kings soon evolved into
a criminal force nationally and
internationally. The gang migrated
into Texas shortly after its creation
and opened local chapters, while
continuing to communicate with
leaders from Chicago, [llinois (aka
“*Motherland”). However, a recent
successful multi-agency operation
severely disrupted the gang's illicit
activities and criminal network
within the Central Texas area. As
a result, it appears the ALKN is
currently in a dormant mode, as
leadership continues to reestab-
lish an effective criminal structure
in Texas. However, Latin Kings
remain a continuous threat to
Texas, in part due to its interstate
structure, varying criminal activi-
ties and networking capabilities.

Tier 2: Texas Syndicate

The Texas Syndicate prison
gang formed in the California

penal system in the 1960s and
eventually moved into TDC)
prisons and onto the streets of
Texas. Recent law enforcement
targeting created setbacks for the
Texas Syndicate, in particular to
the gang's structure, as the lack
of material benefit, power and
security in the free world affected
the gang s governance abilities.
Despite the setbacks, the gang's
level of violence and continued
relationship with Mexican cartels
makes the Texas Syndicate a resil-
ient criminal threat to Texas.

Tier 2: Surefios

The Surefios is an “umbrella”
organization of gangs paying
homage to the California Mexican
Mafia. Gang members unafhliated
also use “Surefios,” which means
“south,” to symbolize that they are
from Southern California. Sure-
fios remain a threat to the state
of Texas because of its relation-
ship with cartels, propensity for
violence, level of criminal activity,
involvement 1n human
and recruitment of minors.
trend of Surefios members mov-
ing from California to the El Paso
area likely will continue, as well as
thesr attempt to take over the El
Paso area from Barvio Azteca.

Tier 2: Crips

The Crips criminal street gang
remains loosely organized, with
:?kdhmwh

During
riod, Crips members participated
in a wide variety of crimes, includ-
ing homicides, assaults, robberies,

burglaries, fraud and sex

trafficking offenses. Members
committed violent crimes against
citizens and fellow offenders
during the commission of other
crimes, such as robberies, burglar
ies, sex trafficking and drug deals.
Members committed violent
crimes against law enforcement
while attempting to evade arrest.
Internal conflict sometimes
resulted in intra-gang violence.
The Crips pose the greatest threat
to the larger metropolitan areas of
Texas, but its members sometimes
form smaller groups that travel
outside of their usual operational
areas to commit crimes through-
out the state and as far away as
Arizona.

Tier 2: Gangster Disciples
The Gangster Disciples is a
nationally recognized, historically
black criminal street gang that
was founded in Chicago and has
spread throughout the United
States, including Texas. It is highly
organized, violent, and active in
the major metropolitan areas of
Texas and in the communities
surrounding the major military
installations in Texas. Its members
are involved in a wide variety of
criminal activities, including ho-
micides, assaults, thefts, robberies,
burglaries, sex trafficking, frand

Tier 2: Aryan Circle
The Aryan Circle’s white
supremacy ideologies come
secondary to illicit business and
profiting from criminal activities.
Although the Aryan Circle is not a
threat to the border areas of Texas,
the gang presents a public safety
threat to the state because of its
involvement in violent crimes,
distribution and firearms
Aryan Circle members
commits many of their violent
crimes their own members
or rivals because of rules dictated
by gang culture, their constitu-
tion and leadership. Aryan Circle
continues to derive its prevalence,
effectiveness and strength to with-
stand law enforcement operations
from its paramilitary structure.

Tier 2: Bandidos Outiaw

Members of the Bandidos
Outlaw Motorcycle Gang (OMG)
continue to participate in illegal
activities. The Bandidos OMG
is currently involved in a violent
feud with the newly formed

Kinfolk Motorcycle Gang (MG).
Formed in the 1960s, the Ban-
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sets ), Gangster Disciples, Surenos
(multiple sets), Chuco Tango and
West Texas Tangos. The major

ity of reported gang activity in
West Texas, occurs in El Paso and
Midland counties, according to
the report

Barrio Azteca has a document
ed presence throughout the West
Texas region, with a majority of
documented members in El Paso
and Midland counties. Other sig
nificant gangs active throughout
the region include Latin Kings,
Aryan Brotherhood of Texas and
Aryan Circle.

[he Aryan Brotherhood of
~ Texas and Aryan Circle don't have
a presence in El Paso but there
1s 2 "documented presence of
members” in Ector, Midland, and
Tom Green counties, according to
the report

According to reported arrest
data from fiscal year 2017 through
calendar vear 2017, the majonty
of gang arrests in West Texas were
for drug and violent cnmes. The
data indicates that 85 percent of
the arrests for violent crimes were
assault, 8 percent were for rob
bery, 3 percent were for homicide,
2 percent were for kidnapping and
2 percent were for sexual assault.

Gang members with the most
arrests for violent cnnmes 1in West
lexas belong to Barno Azteca,
Gangster Disciples, Surenos (mul
tiple sets), West Texas Tangos and
Chuco Tangos. Surefios (multiple
sets) and Tangos (Chuco and
West Texas) had the highest num
ber of arrests for homicide

langos | Chuco and West Tex
as) also had the highest number
of arrests for kidnapping (aggra
vated), robbery (aggravated) and
sexual assaults (aggravated)

[he report also mentioned law
enforcement work having to do
with gang activity and the high
auto theft rates in the Midland
and Odessa area. The case focused
primarily on people who were
members and associates of the
Aryan Circle and the Aryvan
Brotherhood of Texas. Mem
bers of these gangs, according to
the report, collaborated to steal
vehicles. ‘The vehicles were altered
and either re-sold or used to com
mit other crimes, including drug
and weapons trafficking, robbery
burglary, prostitution, mail theft,
identity theft, forgery of bank
checks and credit card fraud. The
investigation resulted in 115 tota!
seizures — 34 serzures of drugs
valued at $58,644, 26 serzures
of firearms valued at $17,548,
$5 recovenies of vehicles valued
at $719.817 and six seizures of
stolen property

Special agents filed 147 charges
that resulted in 21 indictments,
91 arrests and 20 convictions on
individuals. Agencies that worked
with DPS on this |8 month
investigation include the Midland
and Odessa police departments,
Fctor County Shenff's Office,

US Attorney’s Office, Drug
Enforcement Administration and
the Midland County and Ector
County distnict attorney s ofhices

The following Tier | and Tier 2
gangs have a presence in Midland
County, according to the
assessment

191 NEWS | SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22

Gangs with the highest scores
are deemed the most sigmificant
and are classified as Tier 1, wath
other significant gangs classified
as Tier 2 and Tier 3. Listed in the
report are descriptions of the Tier
| and 2 gangs.

Tier 1: Tango Blast
and Tango Cliques

Tango Blast and its assoc
ated cliques are located in most
metropolitan areas and many
rural counties across Texas
lango Blast first established as
a self-protection group against
traditionally structured prison
gangs, such as the Texas Mexican
Mafia and Texas Syndicate. The
langos continue growing at a fast
rate, and maintain the highest
membership numbers among all
Texas-based gangs. With their lack
of organizational structure and no
strict commitment rules, langos
unique ~“hybnd™ gang status al
lows for widespread recruitment
and increasingly dangerous appeal
to younger generations In their
rapid criminal evolution, the Tan
gos established a robust résumé of
violence and illicait activities, while
building business relationships
with various Mexican cartels

Tier 1: Texas Mexican
Mafa

The Texas Mexican Maha
( TMM ) formed within the Texas
prison system in | 984 as a means
for inmates to protect themselves
from the Texas Syndicate. Though
TMM members continue to
uphold commitment to the gang,
unceasing law enforcement target
ing efforts have atiected mem
bership growth and structure
lhe new generation of TMM s
causing internal strife, dismanthing
the organization from within, and
increasing the level of separation
between older and younger mem
bers. Despite these struggles, the
I'MM will likely continue to be
organizationally effective, chang
INg their structure to best fit their
available resources and engage
in cnimunal activity, and remain a
significant threat to the Texas

Tier 1: Mara Salvatrucha
Mara Salvatrucha (MS - 13)
has attracted nahonal attention
over the past year, highlighting
the violent nature of the gang and
leading to increased scrutiny of
the gang by law enforcement. MS
1} leadership may be attempting
to capitalize on this attention
and allegedly has made efforts to
extend their control of cliques and
programs in the United States
MS - 13 members historically used
Texas as a transitional area or as
a location to hide from criminal
charges in other states or coun
tries. Recent intelligence, how
ever, suggests M5 -1 3 now uses
Houston as a hub of cnminal ac
tivity. This trend is likely the cause
of increased membership in Texas,
though actual gang presence 1s
fluid due to the transient nature of
gang members and gang activi
ties MS- 13 continues to refine
and change techniques in evading
law enforcement detection by
changing their long -standing rules
regarding clothing and tattoos
Given the gang s propensity for
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violence, relationship with cartels,
increased control over numerous
cliques, nsing numbers and juve
nile recruiting practices, MS-13
remains a lier | threat

Tier 1: Barrio Azteca
Barro Azteca continues to be a
significant threat to Texas because
of its propensity for violence, level
of cnminal activaty, relationships
with cartels and other gangs,
control of the Valle de Juarez in
Mexico and the drug corndor
in El Paso, their involvement in
sex trafficking, and a high level
of transnational cnminal activ
ity. While in recent years there
have been ebbs and lows in the
amount of reporting on Barno
Azteca, and though their hub of
activity remains in Juarez and El
Paso, the level at which they are
operating earns them a high threat
ranking for Texas as a whole
Thus is partly because members
reach extends far outside the aty
limits of El Paso, as they distnibute
high amounts of drugs from theuwr
operations further into Texas and
throughout the United States. [t is
likely that Barmo Azteca wall con
tinue to ensure its dominance in
West Texas and across the border
directly affecting the citizens of
lexas

Tier 2: Bloods

Ihe Bloods are a violent street
gang that onginated in Los An
geles in the early 19705, with ties
to People-Nation-afiliated gangs
Bloods gang presence in Texas
has been documented since the
|980s. Multiple cities in Texas
have instituted gang injunctions
against the Bloods and their
nvals, the Cnps The Bloods
overall presence, the level of thewr
cnminal activity, and the violence
perpetrated by their members
qualify them as a senous threat
Ihe Bloods continue to
be a loosely organized, extremely
violent street gang that is involved
in a wide vanety of crimes, rang
ing from petty theft to murder
Much like their traditional nval,
the Crips, the Bloods street gang
presence 1s mainly in the major
urban areas, but its members regu
larly form small groups that travel
throughout the state and beyond
to conduct cnminal activity, such
as robbenes and burglanes

in lexas

Tier 2: Aryan

Brotherhood of Texas
IThe Arvan Brotherhood of
Texas (ABT) places its racist ide
ology secondary to its everyday
criminal activities. Although law
enforcement continues to disrupt
ABT operations and leadership

structure around the state, the
gang remains a significant threat
because of its continued involve
ment in violent crimes, drug
trafhicking, firearms trafhcking,
frequent property crimes and the
strength of their organizational
structure inside of correctional
facilities. Multiple ncidents

of involvement with Mexican
cartels occurred dunng 2017, in
which ABT acted as a couner. In
2017, threats to law enforcement
from ABT increased in multiple
states and one member engaged
in sex trafficking. Recent law
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enforcement actions resulting in
ABT members receiving tederal
sentences possibly facilitated the
creation of a wider (though not
necessarily larger) ABT network
Reports show ABT s interactions
with gangs typically not active in
Texas and an increase of commu
nications and incidents involving
ABT members and associates
located outside of Texas

Tier 2: Latin Kings

The Almighty Latin Kings
Nation (ALKN) 1s a violent
street gang onginating from
Chicago, lllinois, in the early
1960s. Though initially created
to overcome racial prejudice,
Latin Kings soon evolved into
a cnmunal force nationally and
internationally. The gang migrated
into Texas shortly after its creation
and opened local chapters, while
continuing to communicate with
leaders from Chicago, Hlinois (aka
“Motherland™ ). However, a recent
successful multi-agency operation
severely disrupted the gang s illicit
activities and criminal network
within the Central Texas area. As
a result, it appears the ALKN 1s
currently in a dormant mode, as
leadership continues to reestab
lish an effective crimuinal structure
in Texas. However, Latin Kings
remain a continuous threat to
[exas, in part due to its interstate
structure, varying criminal activ)
ties and networking capabilities

Tier 2: Texas Syndicate

Ihe Texas Syndicate prison
gang formed in the California
prna] system in the 1960s and
eventually moved into TDC
prisons and onto the streets of
I'exas. Recent law enforcement
targeting created setbacks for the
[exas Syndicate, in particular to
the gang s structure, as the lack
of matenal benefit, power and
securnity in the free world atfected
the gang s governance amlities
Despite the setbacks, the gang s
level of violence and continued
relationship with Mexican cartels
makes the Texas Syndicate a resi
ient criminal threat to Texas

Tier 2: Surefios

The Surenos 1s an "umbrella’
organization of gangs paying
homage to the Califormia Mexican
Maha (;ang members unafhhiated
with California Mexican Mafa
also use "Surefos, which means
“south.” to symbolize that they are
from Southern California. Sure
nos remain a threat to the state
of Texas because of its relation
ship with cartels, propensity for
violence, level of cnmunal actiity,
involvement in human smuggling
and recruitment of mmors The
trend of Surefios members mov
ing from California to the El Paso
area likely will continuc, as well as
their attempt to take over the El
Paso area from Barmo Arteca

Tier 2: Crips

The Crips cnminal street gang
remains loosely organized, with
multiple cliques throughout the
state. During this reporting pe
nod, Crips members participated
in a wide vanety of crimes, includ
ing homicides, assaults, robbenes,
burglanes, fraud and sex

C \

trafhcking offenses. Members
committed violent crimes against
citizens and fellow offenders
during the commission of other
crimes, such as robberies, burglar
ies, sex trafhcking and drug deals
Members commutted violent
crnimes against law enforcement
while attempting to evade arrest
Internal conflict sometimes
resulted in intra gang violence

[he Crips pose the greatest threat
to the larger metropolitan areas of
Texas, but its members sometimes
form smaller groups that travel
outside of their usual operational
areas to commit cnimes through
out the state and as far away as
Arizona

Tier 2: Gangster Disciples
The Gangster Disciplesis a
nationally recognized, histoncally
black criminal street gang that
was founded in Chicago and has
upn'ad thmughuul the United
States, including Texas. It 1s hughly
organized, violent, and active in
the major metropolitan areas ol
Texas and in the communities
surrounding the major military
installations in Texas. Its members
are involved in a wide varniety of
cnminal activities, including ho
micides, assaults, thefts, robbenes,
burglanes, sex trathcking, fraud
and illegal drug sales. Although its
numbers in lexas are ulp‘llﬁl anthy
fewer than those of the Bloods
and Crips, the Gangster Disciples
level of organization, level of
cnminal activity, proximity to mul
itary communities and reported
relathonship with Mexican cartels

raise concerns

Tier 2: Aryan Circle

lhe Arvan Circle's white
supremacy ideologies come
secondary to ilhcit business and
profiting from crniminal activitics
Although the Aryan Circle 1s not a
threat to the border areas of Texas
the gang presents a public safety
threat to the state because of its
involvement 1in violent cnmes
drug distnbution and hrearms
trathcking. Aryan Circle members
commits manv of their violent
crimes against their own members
or nvals because of rules dictated
by gang culture, their constitu
ton and ]f.ldrnh!p Arvan Carcle
continues to derive its prevalence,
cfiectiveness and strength to with
stand law enforcement operations
from its paramilitary structure

Tier 2: Bandidos Outlaw

Motorcycle Cang

Members of the Bandvdos
Outlaw Motorcycle Gang (OMG)
continue to participate in illegal
activities. The Bandidos OMG
1s currently involved 1n a violent
feud with the newly formed
Kinfolk Motorcycle Gang (M)
Formed in the 1960s, the Ban
didos OMG conducts its l“{'g.ﬂ
activities as uwrl’ﬂy a8 pnul.'hii‘
and generally tnes to avoid hugh
profile activities. However, mem
bers are not covert about making
their presence known, frequently
weanng their gang colors, insignia
and nding in large groups. They
seek to turn public sentiment in
their favor by organizing frequent
chanty runs

1Ll

o
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Sixth graders at Nimitz MS chosen
to send experiment to space

Sixth graders at Nimitz
Middle School are working
on a novel treatment for
cancer ... in space.

[he student researcher
proposal, Activation of
Clostridium Sporogenes,
a novel cancer treatment
in Microgravity, will study
how well the bactena
Clostndium sporogenes,
activates in a microgravity

environment. The results

finalists in the Student
Spaceflight Expennments
Program (SSEP). The other
two finahists were from
OCTECHS and Falcon
Early College High School.
All three groups have the
opportunity to attend the
SSEP National Conference
next summer in Washing
ton, D.C. The conference
is hosted by the National
Center tor Earth and

novation Department s
program, PICK Educa

tion, which serves to bring
real- world experiences into
the classroom, make learn
ing tangible and promote
student ownership in their
education. SSEP is designed
as a STEM (Science, Tech
nology, Engineering and
Mathematics) education
initiative, and gives students
the opportunity to become

Space Grant Consortium,
Subaru of America, Inc
Chevron and Education
Foundation of Odessa

A special thank you to
these indivaduals for sup
porting our students in
the process — from Texas
l'ech University Health
Sciences Center, Dr. Na

tahha Schlabritz - Lutsevich,

of this research could
pntentl.l[]'!.' assist in cancer
treatments for astronauts
if they become exposed to
radiation in space

l.'pnn passing the f]Ight
safety review, their expen
ment will be conducted by
an astronaut aboard the
International Space Sta
tion next summer. Nimitz
was one of three ECISD

Space Science Education
(NCESSE)

Students will be able to
present their experiment
designs and attend featured
presentations by nationally
recognized scientists, engi
neers and astronauts

[he Student Spaceflight
Experiments Program
(SSEP) 1s an opportunity
brought by ECISD s In

researchers where they are
able to design and propose
real microgravity expen
ments to be conducted by
an astronaut aboard the
International Space Station
SSEP had 38 communi

ties participating in the
competition, across three
countnes;: U.S., Canada and

ed by a grant from the Texas

Dr. Kushal Gandh, Dr
Seheung Lee and Aneesh
Bapodra. ECISD Volunteer
in Public Schools, Mike
Schlueter

If you would like to assist
any of these schools get to
dona

'&‘l.'.uhm!.:run D (

tions are welcome

Brazil [-undmg Was prov vd

Source: ECISD

Governor's ofhice: Property tax
caps should slow pace of recapture

By Stewart Doreen
sdoreen@hearstnp.com

Commumities, like Midland, hoping
to avoid sending tens of millions of
dollars to Austin in school finance
payments are getting a dose of reality

Even as state othcials talked about
reforming the schoo! inance system
that requires “property-nich” districts
such as Midland to send money to
be redistnbuted to “property poor’
distnicts, the reality is that the best the
governor's office will be able to do s
slow the increase of payments

In practical terms, the Midland
community will still be have to pay
Since 201 3- 14, Midland ISD has sent
$178.449 million in recapture to Aus
tin. The district projects a payment of
$62 845 million this year alone. And
in 2019-20 and 202021, the district 1s
showing “soft estimates of payments
around $90.7 million and $114.5 muil
lion, respectively

If all those numbers hold true, that
would be $446 million in eight years

Recapture payments are preventing
the district from doing the things “we
need to do, Midland ISD Supenn
tendent Orlando Riddick told the
Midland Reporter-Telegram Thurs
day after a meeting regarding school
finance

In town for a discussion about
school inance and possible reforms
Thursday was John Colyandro, semior
advisor and director of policy for Gov
Greg Abbott

Colyandro provided school finance
101 for those in attendance at the
Center for Energy and Economic
Diversification He said the "Robin
Hood™ system of school inance
brought in $30 million in recapture
payments in 1994 A decade later, that
total exceeded $1 bilion. This year,
the amount provided by property
rich schools, such as Midland ISD,
is expected to be about $2 billion. If
there are no changes to the current
school finance system, Colyandro said
recapture payments will exceed $§
billion by 2023.

“Another couple hundred ISDs will
be going into recapture in the next five

years, he said. " We are on the cusp of
being able to do nothing because the
financial impact 1s so great’

During his presentation, Colyandro
made a pitch for property tax caps
which he said can be part of a solution
to the recapture issue. He said prop
erty tax rates need to be “compressed”
and replaced with other current rev
enue streams. He sand a scho®l inance
commussion has identified 40 to 45
options for revenue

Recapture was one of five problems
addressed dunng Colyandros pre
"Comprehensive School
Finance & Property Tax Reform.™ The
other problems were the outdated

scntation

sc hool hnance formula, the focus
on attendance rather than student
outcomes, reliance on property tax
growth and the declining state share
toward funding education

He also addressed four goals

Ihe first was “improving student
outcomes.” Less than 50 percent of
public school students are reading at
or above gr.ldr level by thurd gudr.
and graduates are not meeting col
lege-, career-, or military readiness
standards, he said

Colyandro said there are 88,000
Texas thurd graders who failed the
basic assessment for math and reading
He also reported that in 2017, of non
economically disadvantaged students,
only 31 percent reached the neces
sary basic score that would indicate
college readiness

Ihe three solutions he offered were

® put the best teachers in the
earlier grades and on the toughest
campuses and pay them more;

W reward districts that achieve
targeted student outcomes; and

W increase state resources for early
childhood education.

The second goal is to make the
finance formula more efficient and
equitable.

The two problems Colyandro iden
tificd were that the index i1s outdated
and does not reflect student-need
and that the current compensatory
education weight does not accurately
represent student poverty

The solutions he identified were
to utilize a spectrum-based approach

to efhiciently and equitably address
student need with more resources and
to give admunistrators spending flex
tbility to focus resources as they deem
necessary 1o meet outicome gn.llh

Ihe third goal was to case reliance
on property tax. The problems are

™ [he school inance system relies
too heavily on local property taxes and
promotes decliming state share

W Fixed maintenance and opera
tions rates ensure property tax bills
always increase as property values
INCrease

A document provided by the gov
crnor’s office, states the average lexas
home sold for $182.451 in 2006. By
2017, he cost of the average home
increased to $274 071 SO percent
hugher. It also states that the aver
age taxable value of the single famuly
home has increased 192 percent in the
last 20 years, while the median house
hold income has increased 60 percent

Colvandro said the solutions are
to cap annual property tax revenue
increases to promote housing afford
ability and compress distnct M&O
tax rates as property values nse and
fund the difference through new state
revenues

W The last goal 1s to reduce “"Robin
Hood™ recapture payments. He said
the problem is that recapture growth
will continue to skyrocket as property
values rnise. Under the governor's plan,
recapture growth will slow to $1 bil
hon annually by 20213 instead of the

expected $5 billion

Midland ISD
Recapture payments

201314
2014158
201516
2016-17
2017 1R
JOIR 19
( projection)

$14957 million
$12.077 milhon
$47 51 Y mullion
. $45 817 million
$18 085 million

. $62 845 milhon

The amounts for 2019-20 and 2020
21 could be $90.7 million and $114.5
million respectively. MISD officials
called those “soft estimates”
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From Page 1

[he tollowing are other
highlights from this week's
Ector County ISD board
meeting.

Also part of the TRF
upd.lh: Five schools have
gotten new roofs from the
2016 hailstorm; the other
six buildings damaged that

year are in progress. [he bid

| process is underway for the

first six buildings damaged
in the 2017 hailstorm. The
design and planning is un
derway for the facilities that
will get secure entrances.

A bid for fencing will open

| this week. One activity bus

and seven vellow buses have
been ordered so far.
Interim Superin

. tendent im Nelson and

Deputy Superintendent
Stephanie Howard pre

sented a rec ap of last vear s

accountability scores tor

| each campus. ‘They pointed

out one of the areas of big

gest concern 1s the scornng
. domain that compares

our students grnut’h to
the growth of students in
comparable districts around

| the state. ECISI scores

trail those similar distnicts
significantly

Assistant Superinten
dent tor Human Resources
(Gregory Nelson told trust

| ees the Human Resources

Department has a vision

of ECISD becoming the
preferred employer locally
Ihey realize no single efiort
1s going to fill more than
200 teacher openings ( 150
openings district wade) and,
to that end, the department
has 26 inttiatives in place

lhose range from recruiting
new people, growing our
own staff, ullll'nng grant op
portunities, inding housing
options and emphasizing
salanes and l"t‘m‘hh

Trustees voted 7-0
to approve the applica
tion tfrom Oberon Solar,
LLC, tor appraised value
limitation on quabtyng
property. Trustees voted
7-0 to approve Oberons
request to waive the job
creation requirement. These
types of agreements usually
contain a requirement for a
minumum of 10 new jobs:
however, the solar facility
only requires two full-time
jobs once construction is
complete

[rustees voted 7 0 to
approve the limitation on
appraised value for school
district maintenance &
operations tax rate [hese
three votes marked the
culmination of the apphica
tion process that began in
fuly. Oberon is putting in
a SO negawatt solar project
in southwest Ector County
[his agreement grants a
limit to property tax valua
tions for 10 years [t impacts
the school district s main
tenance and operations tax
rate (day to-day operations)
but not the debt service tax
rate. [t projects a savings
ol 5: 7
over the lite of the agree

miulion tor Oberon

ment. This agreement also
includes provisions to
protect ECISD from a loss
of local and state h]ﬁ[ill'"lﬂ
and costs of annual audits
Ihe company will pay the
school distnct for those

losses of tunding

Source: FCISD

Conaway discusses possible
shutdown, federal

judge’s ruling

By Simone Jasper
slasper @hearstnp com

With talk Tuesday of a
partial federal government
shutdown, U'S. Rep. Mike
Conaway thinks the situa
hon can go either way The
Midland Republican also
considered the weight of a
recent federal court ruling as
the next ¢ nn-gjrruh'-ml term
comes on the horzon

“The one wild card gut
handed to everybody last
week when a federal judge
nullihed the Obamacare Act,
(onaway sasd. “That means
that the Democrats will have
to deal with something that
the presadent would sign
and that would need to be
bipartisan.’

Conaway s discussion with

| the Reporter Telegram came

after a federal judge ruled Fn
day that the Affordable Care
Act was unconstitutional and
can t stand on its own. The
ruling was related to the indi
vidual mandate and doesn't
currently impact U'S. health
care coverage

While Conaway hasn't had
much time to discuss the rul
ing with others, he thinks the
judge s decimon will elevate
the issue.

Also in the news this week
was the potential for a gov
ernment shutdown, which
could leave thousands of
federal workers without pay

government leaders

“Both of them are saying
things, Conaway saxd about
the meeting. “Can you really
hold erther one of them to
the stnct interpretation of
what they re saying’ There
may be some New York City
code going on there that s
nvoived, he said referencng
that both men are from New
York

The funding impasse
revolved about $5 bilhon in
funding for a wall at the U S
Mexico border

[his really was between

Schumer and the president
to work thas out of at all”
Conaway sad. “1 stall thunk
its a SO SO chance that t
doesnt happen. But | thank
whatever the president agrees
to, we can pass in the House

| he White House on
Tuesday saad the admirustra
thon has found other ways
to get border wall funding,
but Democratic leaders were
against that proposal The
deadline to come up with a
solution s Fnday

For immuigration reform,
Conaway saud there's oppor

tunity for language to move
away from a border wall and

toward operational control
of the border. He thinks
people should be in favor of
that concept, whach relates to
resources and infrastructure
"Fencing or the wall
in itself 1s not a panacea,”
Conaway said. “ You still
have to patrol the wall. You
have to watch it to make sure
people aren't trying to break
through.*
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Natural gas
coalition exceeds
methane

emission cuts
7 years early

By Mella McEwen
mmcewen@mrt.com

Amid the intensifying
debate over climate L‘hangt.
the role of fossil fuels and
what form energy sources
should take, some energy
companies are showing
they can be part of the
solution.

Our Nations Energy
Future (ONE Future) has
16 members: natural gas
produces, transmission and
distribution companies,
many active in the Perm
1an Basin. The coalition
has issued a report saying
it far exceeded its goal of |
percent methane intensity
across the natural gas value
chain and did so ahead of its
2025 deadline.

In its recently released
initial report of methane
intensity numbers, the
coalition registered a 2017
methane intensity number
of 0.552 percent.

~ We were surpnised we
were that good,” Richard
Hyde, ONE Future execu
tive director, said in a phone
interview from his Houston
ofhce.

He said the number was
determined using uniform
Environmental Protection
Agency-approved report
ing protocols that were
independently reviewed
by the National Energy
Technology Laboratory and
Innovative Environmental
Solutions.

"1yde attributed the suc
cess to allowing member
companies the flexibility to
deploy their capital where
it would be most effective

whether upgrading and
replacing pipeline infra
structure or actively seeking
and repairing system leaks.

“The key principal is
we re performance -based,”
Hyde said. "Companies can
pick and choose the tech
nology that works on theur
systems. They get results
more quickly and get results
that are better.

Currently, ONE Future
membership accounts for
approximately 10 percent of
total natural gas production,
32 percent of natural gas
transmission miles and 9
percent of natural gas distn
bution and spans the value
chain, from the wellhead to
the burner tip.

Hyde said the coalition
doesn’t have specific limits
on how many companies
can become members, or
how high a percentage of
production, transmission
and distribution are repre
sented in ONE Future.

But as the coalition
grows, it will gain critical
mass and that will help cre
ate momentum for others
to join as they see that the
performance-based ap-
proach successfully drives
down methane intensity
numbers, he said

ONE Future was

Fund, which utilized 2012
data from the EPA, the
most recent available at the
time. He said the first year
was focused on putting a
program in place, and then
it doubled in size over the
next two years.

“We want everything we
do to be science-based. A
well-known peer-reviewed
study published in the
Proceedings of the Na
tional Academy of Sci
ences entitled, ‘Greater
focus needed on methane
leakage from natural gas
infrastructure’ suggested
that in order for natural gas
usage to provide immediate
greenhouse gas reduction
benchts
any other fossil fuel in any
other application — the
industry would have to
achieve a leak /loss rate of |
percent or less. While ONE
Future members do not
unequivocally accept every
conclusion of that paper, we
believe 1t 1s sufficiently ro
bust to serve as a guidepost
tor our targets,” he said

Asked if the coalition
might set even lower thresh
olds or even a zero emis
sions threshold, Hyde said,
“Eliminating all emissions
would be both technically
unfeasible and economu
cally untenable. However,
ONE Future believes that
targeted investment in
abatement technolo
gies today can yield both
significant improvements in
environmental performance
and supply-chain efficiency,
which is just good business.
We believe that the industry
can cost-effectively achieve
an average emissions inten
sity rate of | percent, and
ONE Future companies
have already achieved a rate
of 0.552 percent. We will
continue to work to lower
our emissions and encour
age other companies in the
natural gas industry to join
our coalition to ensure that
natural gas remains the fuel
of choice”

ONE Futures informa
tion and reports are shared
with environmental groups
and the coalition has not
received any pushback yet,
he said. He said the group
publicizes its numbers and
may be the only group that
reports actual results.

“The key thing we believe
in is, transparency is vital.
We have our data indepen
dently looked at by NETL
to make sure we re on the
right track,” he said. “We
have to be a credible orga-
nization. If people don't

believe our numbers, we ve
missed a golden opportu
nity to move the ball”

Another key belief is that
natural gas is the founda-
tion fuel for a low-carbon
economy, and Hyde said
research is being done in
ways to break down meth-
ane into hydrogen for use as
a power source.

“We think natural gas
will be around a long time,”
he said. “We have to work
on methane emissions to
be competitive. We have to
reduce them as low as we
can. We want to go lower.

“There's 2 long way to go
but we think we're trending
in the right direction.”

as ump.irnl to

MEMBERS OF ONE FUTURE

Morgan, National Grid, Noble
Energy, Southern Company
Gas, Southwestern Energy,
Summit Utilities and TransCan-
ada US. Gas Operations.
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EARTHQUAKES

Researchers study Permian for answers
on injection-induced earthquakes

M Concerns about

' seismicity could shake

. up energy activity

By Mella McEwen
mmcewen@hearstnp.
com

Concemns about human
caused earthquakes could
shake up water disposal in in
the oil patch.

Seismicity and research
into injection-induced

| earthquakes were the focus

of a recent visit to Midland
by researchers with Stanford
University s Stanford Center

| for Induced and Tnggered
| Seismicity (SCITS).

Mark Zoback, Benja

' mun M. Page professor of

geophysics and director of
the Stanford Natural Gas

- Inmiative, s co-director of

Stanford's seismucity center
In his presentation, Zoback

| listed three factors to be
| studied in assessing potential
. fault ships related to injection

induced earthquakes: state of

| stress, fault onentation and

pore pressure perturbations
"Occurrences of reservorr
induced seismucity indicates

: very small pore pressure
| perturbations can tngger

seismicity, he said. “In

| retrospect, the faults respon

sible for every significant

| earthquake in Oklahoma

could have been identified as

| being problematic if the fault

itself had been identified in
advance.”
It is possible to take

[ proactive steps to prevent
. the occurrences of mpection

| induced seismicity, he said.

e = — e — =
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“The ability to pre-identify
pre-existing faults is the most
challenging element of apply
ing this technology.

The center offers software,
Fault Slip Potential, to help
identify potentially active
faults. But Zoback said thus
softw are should be thought
of as a screening tool and
some potentially active faults
will be missed. Still, he said.
the software can be helpful
In preventing imjection near
potentially active faults

Jens Enk Lund Snee, a
doctorate candidate at Stan
ford, said, “across the planet,
no places are more “highly
stressed than others. Farth
quakes are possible pretty
much everywhere; they just
occur in some places more

often than others due to how
rapidly tectonic activity is

can simply make earthquakes
happen sooner than they

' would have happened

'I

elsewhere, but nowhere
Basin - 15 overstressed or
ond X

"1 emphasize this because
| want to be clear that, at least
from the stress data, there is

PERMITS

s e

nothing especially dangerous
— or unusually safe, either
about the Pernman Basin
from an earthquake point of
view, he said.

Lund Snee said most of the
Delaware Basin and North
west Shelf are in 2 normal
faulting stress state, meaning
faults of certain onentations
to allow extension when they
slip will be potentially active.
Further east, in the Central
Basin Platform and Midland
Basin as well as southeast
parts of the Delaware, he said
the stress state 1s normal
strike-ship, meaning pre-ex
isting faults that are onented
correctly for extension
normal fauinng as well as
those onented correctly for
side-to-sade offset — strike
shp faulting — are potentially
active

“The other piece for
understanding the stress
state 1s the onentation of the
maximum honzontal stress
direction. This 1s 2 measure
of the direction of maximum
honzontal compression that
one would feel at depth in the
Farths crust. These measure
ments are routinely collected
by o1l and gas companes,
some of which have contrib
uted these data to SCITS,
L.und Snee saxd

He said researchers were
surprised to sec the remark
able change in the onenta
tion of maximum hornzontal
stress direction from north
to south across the Dela
ware Basin, from rotating
smoothly about | 50 degrees
clockwise southward, from
north south in the northern
Delaware Basin to southeast
northwest in the southeast
However, he said, further
east, maxmum hornzontal
stress direction 1s more or less
east-west over much of the
Central Basin Platform and
the Midland Basin, including
under Midland and Odessa

“This has implications for
understanding whach faults
are of concern for wastewater
injection and production,
and which faults are not of
concern. Using both the
faulting regime and the

onentation of maximum
horizontal stress direction,
we can predict those prob
lematic and non problematic
fault onentations. Our FSP
program allows operators
and regulators to do just that
If they know thewr fault orien
tations and they use our map,
they can estimate the chances
that wastewater injecton
could make a fault potentially
problematic,” he said

He said stress onentations
and faulting regimes also help
operators decide which direc
tions to dnll thewr wells.

Peter Hennings, research
scientist and lecturer at
the Bureau of Economic
Geology and Center for

——— = —— = BRI — F S S

RRC: Number of permits
issued is down in
Midland region,

across the state

From staff reports

sion reported a drop year-
over-year in the number of
permits issued statewide
and in its Midland region in
November.

The RRC showed 933
original drilling permits
in November across the
state ( to 1,187
in November 2017). In
the RRC'’s Midland region,
the number of permits fell
from 657 to 437. The RRC
reported increases for oil

completions (207 to 374)

and gas completions (10
to 73).

The Midland region

continued to hold a
commanding lead in the
Railroad Commission's
report for drilling permits
and completions. In each
region

permits issued, 46.8 percent
were for the Midland

region. Also, of the 794 oil

across the state in October

Integrated Seismcity
Research (CISR) — the
research arm of the BEG's
lexNet seismic monitoring
program - said the center s
pursuing many branches of
study in the Permian Basin
and in the Delaware Basin,
specifically “with the techni
cal disciplines involved at the
University of Texas and with
our partnenng mstitutions in
Texas and elsewhere”

“We are actively studying
the entirety of the Delaware
Basin for the studies that
need to be conducted at
that larger scale to gain a
better understanding of the
subsurtace charactenstics of
the earthquakes, including
the monitonng of setsmucity,
geological studies and more,
Hennings said. "Detailed
mm‘lrhng studies need to
tocus on more local area;
therefore, we are currently
working on the shallower
levels now, including the
intervals being currently
used for most of the saltwater
disposal wells, the Delaware
Mountain Group stratigra
phy. In 2019, those studhes
of the shallow levels wall
continue, and we wall add
more detailed modehing stud
wes of the deep levels where
most of the earthquakes are
OCCUImng

He rtpnrtrd gﬂ(\d progress

in developing a new tectonic
model and map of the Dela
ware Basin that will become
available in a preliminary
status next year. Hennings
sard many new faults are be
ing wientified

“Farthquakes, for better
or worse, are helping us to
locate previously undent:
hed faults, but that s not
really how we prefer to map
faults. It would be better to
have greater access to active
source seismic reflection data
for mapping of potentially
problematic faults but that
economically valuable data
is mainly held as propnetary
by seismic vendors and
industry, he said “However,
even reflection seismic data
has limits on the size of faults
that can be resolved; many
of the earthquakes occur on
smaller faules”

Hennings said that many
of the CISR sponsors
Anadarko, Apache, Chevron,
Cimarex, ConocoPhillips,
Devon, FOG Resources,
ExxonMobil and its XTO
Energy subsidiary, Mara
thon, Occidental Petroleum,
Moneer Natural Resources,
QFEP Resources, Shell and
SM Energy - also are mem

bers of Stanford's seismucity
center and are providing
valuable assistance. He said
member companies aid in
placing seismometers in key
areas and have indicated they
intend to help CISR techni
cally in other ways as research

evolves

Placing those seismom
eters in key areas to better
monitor earthquakes will
help researchers get a better
handle on the exact depth of
the earthquakes, which Hen
nings said is a key concern.

“The subsurface environ
ment of induced earthquakes
in West Texas and the opera
tional influences that may be
contributing to them (are)
far more geologically and
geomechanically complex
than in other areas such as
north-central Oklahoma and
the Dallas Fort Worth area,
and that makes it especially
nteresting, scientifically,”
he said. "It’'s possible that
cach of the dozen or so
small magnitude earthquake
clusters wdentified to date in
West Texas may have its own
particular mix of factors, both
from human and natural
influences. In the coming
months and years, we will
learn a lot about induced and
natural earthquakes that wall
better enable us to mitigate
their occurrence. The Texas
Railroad Commission and
our partner companies are
closely watching our work,
and we are doing everything
in our power to advance our
data and studies to provide
what they need, as quickly as
possible, given the complex
ity of the problem

TexNet, the state funded
network of both permanent
and mobile seismometers,
has identihied several clusters
of activity in the Permuan Ba
SN, 3CC nrdmg to Alexandros
Savvaidis, manager of TexNet
and pnncipal investigator in
ser: nology at CISR

Since TexNet began pro
viding data in January 2017,
there have been about 40
earthquakes with magmn
tude of 1.5 or less along the
Midland-Ector county line
The Snyder area, pnmanly
around the Cogdell area,
has had a higher number of
higher-magnitude earth
quakes, about 20 of 2.5
magnitude. The area between
Pecos and Fort Stockton has
reported earthquakes with
the hughest magnitude, five of
3} magnitude or higher.

Savvaidis said TexNet s
utilzing different methods,
inchading geophysical, seis
mological and geomodelling,
to identify faults. He said the
center is currently working
on research to find a correla
tion between oilfield activ
ty — from water ijection,
saltwater disposal wells or
hydraulic fractuning — and
SCISMIC events.

Like Hennings, he sad
producers who are members
of CISR are supportive of

TEXAS DRILLING PERMITS AND
COMPLETION STATISTICS FOR
NOVEMBER

Midland 437
San Antonio area 158
area 59

Southeast Texas 38
Deep South Texas 14
East Central Texas 5
East Texas 41
West Central Texas 27

%ﬁbm ~A4
L area 14
North Texas 35
Panhandle Fe

one to re -enter
well bores and 62 for re-

completions of existing well

is 212, oll; 55, gas; 595, oil
or gas; 60, injection; two,
service; and nine, other.
in November 2018,
commission staff processed

374 73
87 21
106
28
2
7
9
25
88
24
34
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How Odessa police and the FBI found one of the worst serial killers

By Del Quentin Wilber
Los Angeles Times

‘The FBI analysts sat mutely, listen
ing intently to the scratchy audio
feed from an interview room across
the hall

The two women were anxious,
having spent months collecting and
assessing ephemeral crumbs from
the nomadic life of Samuel Little, a
77-year-old California prisoner and
once-competitive boxer whom they
suspected of multiple murders

They had no hard evidence — no
hngerprints, no DNA, no witnesses.
Little had been convicted in 2014
of strangling three women in Los
Angeles, and they were convinced
there were more. How many, they
didn't know.

The analysts mostly had a gut feel
ing, informed by detailed research
into four decades of Littles itinerant
wandenings across the country and
how he seemed again and again to
intersect with long-cold investiga
tions nto bodies and bones.

Their only hope was to obtain a
confession, a task that fell to a Texas
detective known for his expertise in

sociopaths and psychopaths. But no
one was optimistic

Huddled in a guard break room
in the California State Prison in
Lancaster on May 17, the analysts
shufted uneasily in their seats, their
ears locked on a speaker and eyes
fixed on stack of notes, police reports
and crime scene photographs.

They were as ready as they could
be, though nothing could have pre
pared them for what was to come —
the unspootling of one of the nations
worst serial killing sprees, involving
dozens of deaths.

It would take dogged police work
and more than a bittle luck. Unlike
investigations that start with a victim
and lead to a killer, this time a suspect
would have to lead to the corpses.*
But was Little ready to talk?

The extraordinary mvestigation
began in April 2013 when FBI ana
lyst Christie Palazzolo recerved a call
from Los Angeles homicide detec
tives, according to the FBI analysts,

police investigators and a review of
court files

The LAPD detectives wanted to
talk about Little. He had been arrest
ed in 2012 at a homeless shelter in
Kentucky on a warrant for a narcotics
violation in Los Angeles.

Authorities had then linked hum
to three long-unsolved cases —
women who were strangled in Los
Angeles in 1987 and 1989. His DNA
was found in semen on the shirts of
two and skin under the fingernails
of the thurd. The half naked bodies
had been found in an alley, a parking
garage and a Dumpster.

Born in 1940 and raised in Ohio,
Little had been in and out of trouble
for most of his life. He spent about
a decade behind bars and had been
arrested scores of times on charges
ranging from assault and rape to

He was repeatedly accused of tar-
geting vulnerable women — largely
less and others living on the street or
on the edge

He was acquitted of the 1982 kill
ing of 2 mentally disabled woman in
Florida and a grand jury declined to
indict him that year in the death of
prostitute in Mississippi. Both cases
nvolved women who were strangled
— just like the three in Los Angeles.

Two years later, he was convicted
of assaulting two women in San
Diego and spent two years in prison.
Evidence showed he had tied one up

with stockings in a car and choked
her nearly to death.

In old mug shots, Little looked
every bit the ex-boxer — powerful,
broad-shouldered but trim, with
bushy hair and a thick mustache. In a
1972 police photo, when he was 31,
Little looked bored, with his head
cocked, as if shrugging off his latest
arvest

LAPD detectives found Little an
enigma in 2013, however, partly be
cause he refused to speak with them.
[hat's when they asked Palazzolo to
reconstruct hus life — in case he had
killed anyone else.

Palazzolo 1s one of 10 analysts as
signed to the FBI's Violent Criminal
Apprehension Program. Based in
northern Virginia, VICAP maintains
a database of homicides and other
violent crimes that police can search
for clues to help find suspects or put
names to unidentified victims

The analyst, 34, and her colleagues
provide hundreds of leads each year
to local-level police that help break
open so-called cold cases — long
unsolved murders.

Despite Little's use of aliases
Samuel McDowell was a favorite
— Palazzolo was able to comb hus
criminal history and discover more
arrests in other states.

She plowed through commercial
databases, finding where he rented
an apartment, lived in a hostel or
held an odd job, inchuding one at a

The analyst next dug into the Vi
CAP database, looking for unsolved
homicides that overlapped with her
1 50-page timehine of Little’s life. She
discovered a handful but suspected
he mught have commutted more

One stood out: the 1994 stran
ghing of 18 year-old Denise Christie
Brothers in Odessa. Her partially
dothed body had been found in
bushes in a vacant lot. Records
showed | ittle had interacted with lo
cal police around that ime, meaning
he was m Odessa

“Thas pust felt like bhum,” Palazzolo
sand.

VICAP transmutted a national alert
in June 2013 urging detectives to
check their files for unsolved stran-
ghngs and other assaults that maght
fit Littles modus operandi, and the
next year the FBI sent Palazzolos
final report to the LAPD.

Little was convicted in LA
County Superior Court in Septem-
ber 2014 of murdering the three Los
Angeles women and sentenced to
life in prison. Although he appealed,
investigators expected ham to die in
prison, taking his murderous oeuvre
to the grave.

Just over three years later, in
December 2017, Angela Willlamson
was attending a law enforcement
conference in Tampa, Flonda.

Armed with a doctorate in
experience in forensics, the 41 -year-

Holland and Williamson promised
to look into the suspect.

In March, Holland called William
son at ViCAP and told her they had
to do something “about thus Little
guy, she recalled

Williamson turned in her cubicle
and got Palazzolo’s attention. She had
a Texas Ranger on the phone and
wondered if Palazzolo knew anything
about Little

“You bet | do'™ Palazzolo saxd
excitedly. “Tell him about the Odessa
case.

Within weeks, the trnio was in
Lancaster to interview Little. They
brought the Odessa case file, newspa-
per dips and Palazzolos detailed
timeline of Littles life, as well as
other matenal He had no idea they
were coming — thewr plan was to
surprise ham.

“| was pretty pessimustic,” Palaz
rolo recalled. | thought he would
just tell us to leave. Remember, he
hadn't spoken to anyone about any of
this Why would he?”

just after 10 am. on May 17,
Holland sat down with Little and
gave him some peanut M&Ms In

his Texas drawl, the ranger began
chut-chatting about thus and that
— Lattle's time on the streets, his

competitive boxing
The ranger played to Little's ego,

saying the FBI and Justice Depart
ment were very interested in him.

It dsidn't work. Little had beat mur
der rapd before, and he insisted he
woutld win hus appeal in Los Angeles
and soon be free

Listening on the audio link, Palaz
z0lo and Willlamson slumped in
thewr chairs. This was going nowhere

After 3 manutes or so, Holland
brought up the Odessa case. It
scemed to flip a switch in the killer s

head, although investigators still
aren 't sure why
Little became arumated and

precise recall matched details in
the crime scene photographs and

reports.
“Game on'” Palarzolo said in the

guard break room.

That night and the next, Holland
and the analysts convened at the ho
tel and reviewed the day's audiotapes.
In two days, Little had described 20
slayings in detail

He had also cataloged his kill
ings: Jackson, Mississippr. — one
Cmannaty, Oluo — one. Phoenix,
Arzona — three, he had told Hol
land, leaving the analysts to perform
the addition.

Yet none of Palazzolos suspected
cases matched Little's grim tally. They
turned to the VICAP database but
also struck out. It can be an imperfect
tool because it relies on local-level
police to enter data on their cases.

So Palazzolo tried Google, enter
ing one of the cases into the search
engine. She stared in shock at the
results.

“1 just found one,” she told Wil
corroborate Little’s confession in that
killing The discovery spurred the
team to step up the investigation.

Ultimately, Little confessed to
killing 90 women between 1970 and
2005, inchading the two cases he had
beaten in Florida and Mississippi.
He admmutted to strangling 18 in Los
Angeles

His bloody count, if confirmed,
would rank Little among the deadh-
est serial killers in US. history.

Police have corroborated at least
36 of Little’s confessions and are vet-
ting others.

“This is not a case of him boast-
ing,” said Kevin Fitzsimmons, the

supervisory analyst for VICAP. "Law
enforcement has verified he did these
things. It takes a lot of work, but we
are doing it

Confirming the confessions has
been difficult. Most of the victims
lived in society s shadows and few of
the kilings drew intense police atten
tion or publicity

Many of the deaths ocourred
before the advent of DNA testing
Many were attributed to acodents,
drug overdoses or exposure — not
homiade — because police recov
ered only bones or a decomposing
corpse and didn't have dear evndence
of 2a cnme.

(One reason 1s Little left no telltale
stab or gunshot wounds. He said
he usually stunned or knocked out
his victims with powerful punches
before stranghing them.

He also did not always sexually
assault hus vicims In any case, many
were prostitutes with multiple partners,
so rape kits were of limited utility

Another comphicating factor was

Little's memory

Investigators say it's nearty photo

graphic when it comes to hus victims,
methods and other details. He recit
ed one womans last meal - allow
ing detectives to verify his account by
checking autopsy results that listed
the contents of her stomach
But his recall of dates is less sohid
he can be off by a decade. And
he sometimes can't name the towns

where he stalked and strangled hus

prey
“When you spent your life living
in your car, things tend to bhur,” said

Williamson. “ You can imagine call
ing a police department and saying
you have a potential homicide that
occurred off a durt road in 1984, or
it could be 1974, or 1994 Dhd they
even find the body? lf they did, was it
just bones’

That was the case in earty October
in Maryland when Prince Georges
County Police Det. Bernie Nelson
got a call from a colleague in nearby
Washington, D.C, asking whether
he had any information about a2 1972
homuade.

The DC. detective told Nelson
that a serial killer had dammed he had
picked up 2 woman at Washington's
old Greyhound bus termnal, and had
driven down a dirt road and strangled
her near an abandoned house.

The DC. detective had no such
homucides in hus files but thought
police in nearby counties might.

Nelson visited the dusty police
file room and found the handwritten
homicide ledger from 1972 Near the
end, he found an apparent match.
On Dec. 1, police had recovered
the bones of an urudentified white
woman off a dirt road

According to the file, 2 hunter
had discovered the remains near a
deserted house about a quarter-mile
down a rugged road off 2 major
thoroughfare. The medical examiner
suspected the victim, 20 to 25 years
old, had been strangled six to 12
months carbier

Nelson learned Little was arrested
on a gun charge at the Washington
bus terminal on May 28, 1972 He
had been arrested in Florida on
a rape charge three weeks earfier,
but released from custody Nelson
suspected he had killed the woman
during those three weeks.

By Now. 8, Nelson and his boss,

the Texas Rangers and FBL.)

In their hotel, they met detectives
from four other junisdictions, also
waiting for me to talk to Little.

Betfore questioning the prisoner
the next momning at the shenff's
office, the visiting detectives were
briefed by Holland, the Texas
Ranger, and told what to expect.

Little sufiered from diabetes and
had a pacemaker. He sometimes
became sexually exaited when he
recalled his crimes and would ask
to see photographs of his vicim to
relive the event. The killer could be-
come angry if asked to help a vicims
family ind closure.

Lattle also tended to go off on
tangents and would speak of himself
in the thard person. His memory for
faces and the scenes was eenly sharp
He was a decent artist, Holland said,
and might be able to render a victims
likeness

After Little firushed has break
fast from McDonald’s, the Prince
George's County detectives entered
the drab interview room and con
fronted an old man with gray hawr in a
black-and white-stniped jail unsform.
Although he had been brought in a
wheelchair, Little seemed spry

He boasted of his boxing prowess

as a youth and engaged in a bit of 2

shadow boxing for the investigators.
He said be still tned to keep in shape
by downg sit-ups and push ups.

Nelson, knowing other investiga
tors were waiting in line, quackly
shufted to the cnime

Little recalled the case, he sasd. He
said he was living out of his car when
he met an attractive whate woman,

a prostitute, at Washington's bus
stathon, and flurted wath her. When
she learned he had a beat-up car, an
Oldsmobile, she agreed to leave town
with him

She told ham she came from Mas
sachusetts and had just been divorced
As she left the bus station, | attle
recalled, she tossed her purse in the an
and screamed, “Wahoo, I'm free’”

Little dadn't remember her name
or their destination — perhaps Bos
ton or Balimore. A few miles outside
Washington, he told the detectives,
the woman encouraged him to pull
off a parkway and onto a dirt road

As they were having sex, Little was
overcome by the urge to kill and be
gan to choke the woman. He thought
she was dead but she suddenly awoke
and scrambiled from the car

He lollowed her, put herin a
choke hold and forced her to the
ground. Little recalled her last words
as he choked the life from her: “I'm
too young to die”

His recollection matched perfectly
with Nelsons imeline and crime
scene evidence — down to curves in
the road and a tree where the bones
were recovered.

Prince George s police expect to
charge Little in the coming weeks
s0 they can dose the case on their
books. Prosecutors will not indict
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Dawson Reynolds (63) blocks for Tyler Ramage (6) during Permian’s game against Arkngton Lamar on Nov. 23 at Wildcat Stadium in Abilene

Texas APSE Class 6A
all-state football team

Associated Press

[he 2018 Texas Associated
Press Sports Editors Class 6A
all-state hagh school football team,
released Thursday. Voting based

on regular-season performance.
Players are listed in alphabetical

order at each position.
FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE

Linemen (tie for final spot)

— JAYDEN BORJAS, Ednburp
Vela, St — 98% prade, 54 pancakes

— BEAUX LIMMER, Tyler Lee, St
— 95% grade, no sacks allowed, 88
pancakes

— E) NDOMA-OCAR, Allen S¢r —
91% grade, 102 pancakes

— DAWSON REYNOLDS,
Odessa Permian, Sr. — 96% prade
82 pancakes, 69 knockdowns for
team that averaged 441 7 yards and
40 points per game

— MATTHEW SANDERS, Austin
Jandegrift, St — 96% grade, 104
knockdowns, 12 pancakes at center
played every snap

— BLAKE WEBSTER, Austin West-
lake, 51 — 99 6% grade, 48 pins, 4
knockdowns, 1 sacks allowed n 182

attempts for team that averaged 47 6
PPR

Receiverv/ends:

— JAXON SMITH-NJICBA, Rock-
wall r — 75-1,373 16 TDs

— PARKER WASHINGTON For
Bend Travss, Jr. — 70-1,397, 18 TDs

Quarterback

HAYNES KING, LMW. )
1230772414 28BTDs. 1 INT

Running backs:

— AARON DUMAS, EP Amencas
Soph — 2,201 rushing yds, 15 TDy

— DEONDRICK GLASS, Katy, Sr
— 1,650 rushing yards, 25 TDs

— JORDAN SHELTON. Fort Bend
Kempner, St — 245-2.061 rushing,
27 TDs

Kicker:

— CADEN DAVIS, Coppell, S¢ —
31-33 PATs, 10-14 FGs, long of 57, 3
FGs longer than 50, 33 touchbacks

Offensive Player of the Year
Haynes King, Longview

FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE

Linemen:

— OMAR DARAME,

Sam Houston, Sr — 123 tackles, 23
TFL, 10 sacks, 4 FF, B PBLs

— BRANDON ESTEVES, Browns-
ville Harnna, Jr. — 70 tackles, 28 TFL,
13 sacks, 2 FF

— BRAEDON MOWRY, Katy Tay-
lor, ¢ — 66 tackles, 23 TFL 12 sacks,
IPBUs, 2 R

— JORDAN REVELS, Galena Park
North Shore, S¢r — 9 sacks, 16 TFLs,
77 tackies

Linebackers:

— SMITH ESSMAN, Midiand. S¢ —
191 tackles, 125 solos, 20 TFL, 6 sacks

~— GAVON LANGE, Haltom, Jr —
122 tackles, 9 sacks, 2 INTs, 14 THL
1M

St — 126 tackles, 7 TFLs, 3 INTy
Defensive backs:

BRAYLEN BROOKS, Garland
Sachse, St — 11 tackles. 9 INTs (4
TDs), 12 PBUs, punt return for TD

— SEVEN SANCHEZ, PSJA North,
Jr — 154 Tackles, 14 TFL, 2 INTs, 3
FF, 2 FR, 6 sacks

— KEYON SHANNON. Haltom_ S
— 106 tackles, 6 INTs

— BRANDON WHITE. Amanilo
Tascosa, St — 65 Total rtackles 4 TFL
1FE 9 PBU 4INT 1 sack

Punter:

— ALAN LERMA, Sheldon King, Sr
— 26 punts, 47 8 avg , long of 52

Defensive Player of the Year:
Braylen Brooks, Garland Sachse

SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE

Linemen (tie for final spot)-

— john Basaldua, Converse Judson,
Sr . Brannon Brown. SA Northside
O'Connor, 5S¢, Mykel Estrello, Haltom,
5S¢, Marcus Harry, Longview, S¢
Henry Mossberg, Southlake Car
rofl, 5, Landon Peterson, Odessa
Permian, Sr.

Recetverv/ends:

— Kamden Perry, Longview, Sr,
Theo Wease, Allen, Sr

Quarterback:
— Mike Welch, Drckmson, )r

Running backs:

— |ayhn Hastings, 5A Jay, 5¢, T |
McDaniel Southlake Carroll Sr .
ral, jr

Kicker:

— Gmo Garcia, Rachardson Pearce,
Sr

SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE

Limemen:

— Aaron Alvarez, PSJA North, r
De Brayton Carroll, Duncanville, S
DeMarvin Leal Converse Judson, S¢.
Edgerrin Wilkams, Round Rock Cedar
Ridge, S

Linebackers

— Urochukwy Ebinama, North
Garland, 5, Jax McCauley, Austin
Vandegrift, |r, jJahant Willkams, Hal
tom, Sr

Defensive backs

— Ty DeArman, Ariington Bowse,
S¢; Jamal Morris, Fort Bend Bush, 5S¢
Cameron Oliver, Fort Bend Travis,
Soph; Karl Taylor, Midland Lee, )r

Punter:

— Carson Roberts, Odessa
Permian, jr.

Belton; Miguel Flores, PSJA; Low Fou
onp, Midland Lee, Justin Hammond,
Odessa Permian; Tyler Hudson,
Klemn Oak; Decorian Mitchell, Haltom
QUARTERBACKS: Michael Black
Haltom, Hudson Card, Lake Travis, Ja
cob Clark, Rockwall. Velton Gardner
Dallas Skyline, Trey Guajardo, PSJA,
Brandon Mallory, Plano East,
RUNNING BACKS: Jaehn
Beneheld, Pearland, James Fullbright,
Waco Midway, Tnpp Graham, Austin
Westlake, justin Rodriguez, SA john
son, josh Traylor, Midland Lee, Eddie
Villarreal, La Joya; Isalah Spifler, Klein
Collins, R | Smith, Katy Tomphkins,
Jacquanon Turner, South Garland, Ed
Williams, Odessa Permian
KICKERS: Richard Garcia,
Mesquite Homn, jefiin Leshe, SA
Northside O'Connor, john Villalobos,
Galena Park North Shore
HONORABLE MENTION DEFENSE
LINEMEN: Jaylon Allen, Longview,
Jacob Banda, Weslaco East, Jamve Fer
guson, SA Madison, Avelino Garcia Jr,
San Berto, Antonio Greer, Arkngton
Bowne, Pryson Greer, SA Northside
O'Connor, Kadren johnson, Lewts
ville; Alex Kingston, Southlake Carroll,
Matt jones, Odessa Permian De
Vere Leveiston, DeSoto, Romeo Mar
tinez, Midland Lee, Cristian Ramos,
Laredo LB, Xavier Ross, Cedar Hill
Javarious Sullvan, Bryan, Khristian
Versey, Lewtsville, jacob Wolfe, Haslet
Northwest Eaton
LUINEBACKERS: Freddy Cardenas,
Weslaco East, Jake Ehlinger, Austin
Westlake, Corey Flagg, Galena Park
North Shore, David Gbenda, Katy
Cinco Ranch, Charke Gonzales,
Midland Lee; Daemian Gray, Ama-
rillo Tascosa, Chris ingram, Kifleen,
Spencer jones, Austm Vandegrift,
jephamah Lister, Longview, Michae!
Morales, McAllen Memonial, Carter
Norrie, Lewisville Hebron, David
Parks, Bryan, Walker Polk, Coppell.
Kayden Steen, Keller; jJosh White,
Cypress Creek, Anziah Wilkams, SA
Northside Brennan, Zach Zimos, Fort
Bend Travis

Hay,

Katy Taylor; Alex Hogan, Houston
Lamar; jonathan McGill, Coppell R)
Mickens, Southlake Carroll, An-
fernee Ory, Rockwall jacob Plun.,
Amarillo Tascosa; Aintas Smith_ Fort
Bend Dulles, Darius Snow, Lewrsville
Hebron, Andres Sustaeta, Browns-
ville Hanna Christian Tschauner,
Odessa Permian; Diego Villarreal
Austin , Frank Wikson IV,
SA Northside Brandes, Khambrad
Winters, Alef Taylor; Rashad Wis-
dom, Converse judson; Erick Young,
Fort Bend Bush

PUNTERS: Logan Claborne, Rock-
wall, Richard Garcia, Mesquite Hom,
saac Ochoa, La jova
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ALL-DISTRICT 2-6A
FOOTBALL TEAM

x -unamnimous selection
SUPERLATIVES
District MVP - Justin Ham-
mond, Sr., Odessa Permian
Co-Offensive Players of the
Year - King Doerue, 5¢, Amanllo
Tascosa, Josh Traylor, 5¢, Lee
Defensive Player of the Year
«-Matt jones, Sr., Odessa Permian
Offensive Newcomer of the
Year - joseph Plunk, |r, Amarillo
Tascosa
Defensive Newcomer of the
Year - Charkie Gonzales Jr, Lee
Coaches of the Year - Ken
Plunk, Amariflo Tascosa. Chimt
Hartman, Lee, joff EBison, Odessa
Permian

FIRST TEAM OFFENSE

Quarterbacks Peyton Powell,
Sr., Permian; Suddin Sapien, Sr,
Mtdhrﬂi'hghllrh:?'ﬁmisf
Lee

Running backs - Ayden Noriega
S, Tascosa, josh Lara, 5r, Odessa
High, Ed Wiliams, Sr., Permian
Wide receivers - juhan Galindo,
¢, Odessa High, x-Loic Fouonyi, Jr,
Lee, x-Sheldon Bass r, Sr, Lee, Sky
ler Newsome, Sr, Wolfforth Frenship
jr, Midland High; Seyun McGartty, jr,
Odessa High

Offensive tackles - lan Or
dorica, 5r, Lee; Colton Cates, 5r.
Tascosa, n-Landon Peterson, Sr.,
Permian
Offensive guards - Brandon
Conzalez, Sr, Tascosa, s-Dawson
Reynolds, Sr., Permian, Zach
Heller, v, Lee
Center - jon Hignojos, 5S¢,
Permian

FIRST TEAM DEFENSE

Defensive ends  Romeo Marts
nez, 5, Lee, LB Moore, Jr, Tascosa

Defensive tackles - x Daedrian
Madrnid, 5¢, Lee; n-Jake Parchman,
Jr., Permian

inside nebackers - Smith Es
sman, S, Midland High, Daemian
Gray, S, Tascosa, Tarner Adams, 5S¢,
Permaan

Owtside linebackers (2
ah Harvey, S¢_ Lee, Cameron
Martinez, S¢., Permian. Easton
Hernandex, jr., Permian, Michae!
Gonzalez, Sr, Odessa High

Cornerbacks - Christian
Techauner, S¢., Permian Rakeoh
Adeyemi, Sr_, Permian Cohon
Brown, Sr, Frenship; Alex Perales, 5S¢,
Odessa High

Safeties - joseph Phunk, 5S¢,
Tescosa; Karl Taylor, jr, Lee

FIRST TEAM SPECIAL TEAMS
Kickers - Cage jones, v Fren-
ship; van Campos, jr, Midland High,

Carson Roberts, v, Permian
'“ "C*M’-Fm
- Charles McClure, 5¢,
Odessa High

Quarterback - Trey Smith, 5,
Odessa High

Running backs - D'Andre Camp
bell, Sr, Tascosa, Daniel Garcia, So .,
Midland High, Kaden Horrell, Sr.,
Permian

Wide receivers - Tyrone
Cauheld, Sr, Odessa High, Ran-
dall Blanscert, S¢, Midland High,
Tyler Ramage, jr., Permian, Drew
Hocutt, jr, Frenship

Offensive tackles - |aiven
White, Sr_ Lee. Luts Nunez, Sr_
Odessa High

om m - ijdeﬁ
Langen, 5S¢ Frenship, Ryan Pierce, |r,
Lee; Rodney Cann, Sr., Permian

Centers - Josh Ramos, 5r, Mid
land High, Enc Cisneros, 5r, Lee

SECOND TEAM DEFENSE

Defensive ends - Tracy Mackey
Jr, Lee, Randall Campbell, Sr_
Tascosa

Defensive tackles juhan Rios,
S, Frenship, Alex Mincey, S, Tas
cosa, Ethan Ruiz, S¢, Midland High

inside Finebackers - Cade
Mendoza, Jr, Odessa High, Michael
Hinojosa, |r, Lee, Andy Notley, Sr.,
Permian

Owtside linebackers - Christian
Kizer, 5r, Frenship, Trent Low, Jr.,
Lee

Cornerbacks - Bruce Franco, Jr,
Lee; Caleb Reynolds, 5S¢, Tascosa

Safeties - Brandon Whate,
Sr . Tascosa, Charles McClure, S¢
Odessa High

Second team special teams

Kicker - Camn Cordova, Jr,
Odessa High

Punters - Max Burleson, r, Tas
cosa, Carson Roberts, Jr., Permian

HONORABLE MENTION
Lee - Fernando Hermandez, WR,
joseph Hart, DT, Damian Garcia, $
Porter, $, Carlos Batza, OL; Spencer
Blue, OL, saiah Hernandez, DL ; Seth
Reed, OL, Brett Canis, TE; Marshall
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MRT Media Group file photo

Clara (Victoria Gilmore, 14) holds the Nutcracker while surrounded by the snowflakes during rehearsals for the “Nutcracker” at Mid

land Festival Ballet

BALLET

MEB caps oft 25th season
with “The Nutcracker’

By Rich Lopez
jrlopez@hearstnp.com

Rachel Kerr Ritter has two perspec
tives on the 25th anniversary season of
the Midland Festival Ballet. She grew
up as a young dancer in the organiza
tion. Now she serves as its executive
director.

MFB is prepaning for its annual pro
duction of “'The Nutcracker,” which
Ritter said has come a long way, as has
the company.

“It's really exciting that we 've been
around for so long, but especially with
this production,” she said. “We were
first performing at the Allison Fine
Arts auditorium at Midland College
and just excerpts. Now we have two
performances, a symphony, guest art
ists and a great venue.”

MEFB performs " The Nutcracker”
Saturday and Sunday at the Wagner
Noel Performing Arts Center with the
Midland Odessa Symphony Chorale
accompanying.

The move to the Wagner Noel was a
turning point for MFB.

" That made us up our game. To see

JULIETS
From Page 1

Society was organized in 1975, seven
years later

“The Juliets started out as a fund
raising organization for the Globe,”
Delores Schuler the current president
said.

Allie Taylor was the first president
in 1975. Nobody could remember
who started the Juliets but they have
records showing the past presidents.

On a pamphlet among the records
the Juliets keep, was a description of
‘What is a Juliet?’

“She is a student, career woman,
teacher, wife, nurse, mother or grand
mother. She has a special love of the
GLOBE THEATRE, other Juliets and
friends of the theatre.

“She is a valuable asset to the Globe
Theatre and its productions, handling
the patron house management, usher-
ing, being a ticket greeter, program
greeter and managing the concession/
barter booth and the Anne Hathaway
Cottage when needed. The Juliet Soci-
ety, for their fundraisers, gives teas for
organizations of the community, state
conferences and conventions. They

IF YOU GO

“The Nutcracker™ by Midland Festival
Ballet. 7:30 pm today, 2 30 pm. Sunday
at Wagner Noel Performing Arts Center,
1310 N Farm-to-Market Road 1788 $20
$59 midlandfestivalballet org

MFB grow into that space with better
set pieces, costumes was the biggest
change,” she said. “This weekend, we'll
have more than 100 student perform
ers on stage, which makes it wonderful
to perform for the community.”

The show will feature MFB alum
who are now dancing professionally,
such as Lindsey Croop of Dance The
atre of Harlem and guest artist Karina
(Gonzalez and lan Casady of the Hous
ton Ballet. Midlander Michael Fields
will return for his 22nd season as
Mother Ginger

Ritter said MFB isn't just about the
performances. Through the years, the
organization has grown in its commu
nity outreach.

"I think my favorite thing is that we
get to spread the art of classical ballet
through education and outreach. As
much as we put the arts out there, we

also help serve at receptions and par
ties at the Globe Theater when needed
and they have volunteer time available.
Money received by the organization is
used to benefit the Globe Theatre.”

Barbara Hogan joined the Juliets in
2009 after she moved back to Odessa
from the Gulf Coast. Hogan said she
misses serving patrons out of the
barter booth.

“We could get everybody out and
hand them hot chocolate on cold
days,” Hogan said. “[ like being part of
this group because it's a fun group and
| think it's just amazing that there is an
exact replica of the Globe Theatre in
Odessa, Texas.”

The Globe of the Great Southwest
is located on 2308 Shakespeare Rd
on the Odessa College campus. It is
an exact replica, minus the roof as
McColloch pointed out, of the Globe
Theatre in London.

Recently, the Globe of the Great
Southwest has come under the full
management of Odessa College. Be
fore, it operated independently with a
board of directors. Now the Juliets are
only called upon to usher for produc
tions not put on by Odessa College.
They recently helped with the Shake
speare festival during Apocalypse.

“They used to have two dresses,

teach young people qualities like per
severance, hard work and discipline
that is the ethos of ballet”
Education and outreach is also Rit
ter s vision for the next 25 years. For
her, MFB also provides opportunity
Students not only perform in the two
stage shows at the Wagner Noel, but
also work closely with professional
dancers, compete in festivals and par
ticipate in renowned summer dance

study programs.
“We have 200 students, and they do

interesting things besides 'Nutcrack
er, she said. "I'm proud what we can

1
.I
|

THINGS TODO

Through Jan. 1

Starbright Village and Community
Tree Lighting. View one of the larg-
est displays in the area with more
than 300,000 lights and holiday
displays, 6-11 p.m., McKinney Park,
625 W. Pool Road, Odessa. Free.
odessatxparks.org.

Today
B Polar Express Party, 5:30 p.m,,

- Palmer Activity Christian Center,
S | 1305 E. lllinois Ave., Midland. Guest
. A | can wear their pajamas to enjoy or-

nament making, cookie decorating

" and more with a screening of “The

Polar Express.” Free.
B The Eighty-Eights Dueling Pianos

' Show, 9 p.m., Midland Beer Garden,
| 7112 W. Highway 80. $40-560.

B D) Wildman, 9 p.m,, the Lift on
7th, 1401 E. Seventh St.

Today and Sunday
“The Nutcracker” by Midland Fes-

tival Ballet, 7:30 p.m. Saturday; 2:30
p.m. Sunday at Wagner Noel Per-

 forming Arts Center, 1310 N. Farm-

to-Market Road 1788. $20-559.
midlandfestivalballet.org.

Monday
Christmas Eve Lunch, 11:30 a.m.-1

' p.m., Midland Soup Kitchen Minis-

try, 1401 Orchard Lane, Midland.

 Free.

provide for young dancers, and | think

Midland Festival Ballet is producing
high-quality dancers for when they
venture outside the school”

But first, “The Nutcracker,” which
she urges the community to attend.

“This 1s the year to see it with all of
our guests and alum joining,. | want
to tell people who haven't seen it that
there is something for everyone to
enjoy with the dancing, the live music
and even some of the acrobatics by
our guest dancers. | think it's just a

Friday
“The Great Russian Nutcracker:
Dove of Peace” by the Moscow Bal-
let, 7 p.m., Wagner Noel Performing

- Arts Center, 1310 N. Farm-to-Mar-
' ket Road 1788. nutcracker.com.

fun, family-onented holiday tradition.” |

one pink, short sleeved for summer
months and a cranberry colored dress
for the winter,” Schuler said. “Several
years ago we went to the capes.”

The capes are cooler and allow
members to wear any white shirt they
desire underneath, Hogan said. New
members wouldn't have to buy or
make dresses either, Schuler said

Schuler said she remembers when
attendees would find a Juliet in a red
or pink dress and pay them 10 dollars
for admuttance to the production of
the night. From 1979-201 3, the Juliets
helped usher about 250 plays on top
of the monthly showings of the Brand
New Opry on Saturday nights and
annual Shakespeare Festival, records
show.

Juliet membership numbers have
fluctuated over the years with the
Juliets numbering 40 at one time but
recent membership is at 14 active
members. Anyone can become a
member; they just have to volunteer,
Sofge said.

McColloh said it would be wonder-
ful to get more young women involved
with the Juliets. Hogan said she would
like to start having teas again, which
were once a fundraiser for the Globe
of the Great Southwest.

Coming Soon
B Lightwire Theatre's A Very

 Electric Christmas, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 29,

Wagner Noel Performing Arts Cen-
ter, 1310 N. Farm-to-Market Road

' 1788. $29.50-5104.50.

wagnernoel.com.

B Aaron Watson, 8 p.m. Dec. 29,
Dos Amigos, 4700 N. Golder Ave.
$25 advance, $30 door.
dosamigos.com.

B GCran Baile de Ano Nuevo with
Polo Urias and Los Vendavales, 7
p.m. Dec. 31, La Hacienda Event
Center, 12610 State Highway 191.
$35. haciendamidland.com.

B New Year's Bash will feature all-
you-can-play attractions, bowling,
games and a chef-prepared buffet.
For 10 and older., 7:30 p.m. Dec. 31,
Cinergy Odessa, 8250 State High-
way 191. $24.99. Cinergy.com.

B "Sesame Street Live! Let’s Par-
ty, 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Jan. 5-6,
Wagner Noel Performing Arts Cen-
ter, 1310 N. Farm-to-Market Road
1788. $23-553. wagnernoel.com.

B Vocal Trash, 7 p.m. Jan. 16,
Wagner Noel Performing Arts Cen-
ter, 1310 N. Farm-to-Market Road
1788. $35. liveonstage-pb.com.

B The Oak Ridge Boys., 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 17, Wagner Noel Performing
Arts Center, 1310 N. Farm-to-Mar-
ket Road 1788. $42-567.
wagnernoel.com.

B Josh Abbott Band, William
Clark Green, 8 p.m. Jan. 17, Dos

1 | Amigos, 4700 N. Golder Ave. $25

Jacy Lawis/ 191 News

advance, $30 door. dosamigos.com.
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EXASIZTP»PWORK.COM

FINDING THE RIGHT CANDIDATES
IN TODAY’S COMPETITIVE JOB MARKET
REQUIRES MORE THAN

A SIGN IN THE WINDOW

TEXASEZZT®»WORK is the one stop shop for

ALLYOUREMPLOYMENT NEEDS

r—l-.l.---.ll——-il
i: B

L] TOTAL TALENT REACH

S One Post Targets Qualified Talent Across the Web. TexasBackToWork is part of an
exclusive local site network that involves hundreds of Community websites across
Texas and the country, with access to over 4 million job applicants and resumes to
which your job placement is automatically matched to.
National Sites - glassdoor, ziprecruiter
Industry Sites -Oil & Gas, Health and Wellness
Local Sites - jobnetworktexas
Match Alerts

Reach over 4 million job seekers on 3,000 job boards

PERFORMANCE BOOST

Provides additional exposure and better visibility for your job across the network.
Perfect for those hard to fill roles or when you need to hire quickly

®
2% SOCIAL BOOST

Easy and effective way to get your job in front of relevant passive candidates
directly in their feeds on social media and get them to apply.
« Facebook, Twitter & LinkedIn

* RESUME BOOST

Real-Time job matching technology automatically identifies qualified candidates
from our vast national resume database and delivers them instantly to your

employer account ranked by match score so you can save time and focus on the
best matches

Find the perfect candidates from over 4 million resumes

= RETHA MAXEY

7
' O) 432.687.8848 | (C) 432-250-1563
RMAXEY@HEARSTNPCOM

VALERIA FRANCO
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VISIT SANTA

AT DILLARD'S COURTYARD
tvery Child Recelves a FREE Gift

Pick Up Your MCM Gift Card
at the Mall Office Today!

OBurlington Fenney  Dillards
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Abilene Independent School Distnict Superintendent David Young jogs Nov 19 along § 23rd St near Austin Elementary School

the start of 2018

EXERCISE

2018 | PAGE 14

Thanks to a httle bit of motivation, Young 1s 100 pounds hghter than at

Abilene superintendent loses 100 pounds, inspires others

By Timothy Chipp
Associated Press

ABILENI

version

Ihe "1 and "d" in hus name just
shd off his svelte waistline dunng a
recent |0-mule jog on his treadmull

Thanks to a hittle bit of motiva
tion, Young — Abilene Indepen
dent School Dhstrict supenntendent

1s 100 pounds hghter than at the

start of 2018
Young now tips the scales at

216 pounds, compared to 320 n

February

Joe (Alcorta) had a heart attack
last year, Young said. | knew he
and | are about the same age That

was the event for me. | knew |
needed to make a change
“The rumor was that 1d had

surgery. But | don't have the time
for surgery. It was just a lot of hard

work .
In the aftermath of Alcortas

cardiac episode, Young and a few
other AISD) central office employ
ees banded together to make a few
general changes around the office
Small adjustments, ke making sure
heart healthy foods were available,

were made

Young said those changes, tor the
most part, are already gone, along
with Alcorta, who moved from hus
childhood school distnct over the
summer to become supenntendent

of the Dalhart ISD

Young s success comes down to a

TR S - P —o.

LIFESTYLE

Meet Dave Young
He used to be Dawvid, but thanks to a
hfcstyle Change, he's a shmmer, fitter

combination of his love of numbers
and an obsession with nngs. The
numbers come from his doctor

the nngs from the fitness app on his

phone

be possible

"1 told (the doctor), ' need vou
to kick me in my shins about my
weight, Young said “He looked
at me and saud, "You re a math guy
1,500 calones 1s a pound. He gave
me a gqul to lose a Pﬂuﬁd a week
But | m motivated by numbers |

graphs.

Just on average

| lis furst 40 pounds, he said, came
from changing his diet. Gone were
the four bacon cheeseburgers each
week. Salads at Abuelo’s and weekly
lunches at Subway wath AISD board
Presadent Randy Mersall have taken

thewr place

nght time

—— = = = — e — = —

Young's journey started in Febru
ary, when he went to his doctor with
a goal in mind. The mission wasn't
to lose 100 pounds, he said. He
didn t even think such a loss would

went home and made spreadsheets,

For the other numbers people,
Young isn't losing one pound per
week . It's actually about three
Achieving such results means Young
1s burnung 1,500 calones more per
day than hes taking in. And that s

Food was a massive issue for
Young. But he has worked wath a
nutntionist to make sure he was
consuming the nght foods at the

"I ve always been the guy who
when | have food on my plate, [ eat
it,” Young said “What [ don't do
anymore is eat between meals.”

to go home and make dinner with

life

his workouts, thanks to his house s
location in relation to the gym
Planet Fitness s about 2 or 1 miles
trom where he lives, so he runs to
the gym, works out and runs home

"1 hit weights three or four mom
ings a week, Young sad "l don
need to, as the kids sy, gﬂ swole or
anything, but [ feel like I've done
this journey the right way”

‘Silver Tsunami’ set to hit Texas nursing homes

MORE INFO

To read the nursing home
report, go to hitps //bat
W/ 2FK FeOC

Houston Chronicle

As baby boomers reach
retirement, a perfect storm
is set to hit nursing homes
as a surge in the number of
aging Texans — the “Silver
Tounami™ — s projected
to affect long term Care
services across the state

More than |2 percent
of the Texas population is
over 65, and that number is
growing. The over-65 popu
lation across the state is pro
jected to increase by more
than 262 percent by 2050,
According to the Texas
Demographic Center. The
perfect storm is intensified
by the increasingly complex
medical conditions — such
as Parkinson’s and Alzheim
ers  of aging Texans
needing nursing home care.
More than 380,000 Texas
residents have already de
veloped Alzheimer's disease
or other forms of dementia,
according to data from the
Alzheimer’s Association
“2018 Texas Facts and Fig
ures. In Texas, Alzheimers

is the sixth leading cause of
death, and its prevalence
is expected to increase by
almost 30 percent by 2025.
These factors will place
an enormous strain on an
industry that is already reel
ing from a workforce crisis,
with more than 97 percent

annual turnover for certi
fied nurse aides

The Texas Health Care
Association recently re

leased a report detailing the
causes and effects of the ap

proaching storm and urged
lawmakers to take action to

support the stat’s long-term
care industry and the qual
ity of care delivered.
“Texans respect and value
seniors, said Kevin Warren,
president and CEO of the
Texas Health Care Associa
tion. “But Texas' history of
chronically underfunding
long-term care is producing

barriers to quality care and
IS seting up serous conse
quences as a Silver Tsunami
of baby boomers looms on
the honzon’”

Ihe number of Texans
between 45 and 65 — the
very people most likely to
be called on to care for a
loved one IS projec ted to
grow at a slower rate than
those over 65, according
to the Texas Demographic
(enter. This means the
people who will be car
ing for senior Texans will
increasingly be seniors
themselves.

Texas nursing homes are
challenged with one of the
lowest nursing home Med
icaid reimbursement rates
in the nation. In fact, the
state’s Medicaid rate falls
almost $10,000 short of the
cost of care on an annual
basis per Medicaid resident.
More than two-thirds of all
residents in Texas nursing
homes rely on Medicaid
to cover their costs after

depleting their assets.

As he made more of an effort to
take care of himself, he noticed a
few changes he didn't expect. Like
armving to work later than when he
was not taking care of himself. And
leaving work earher

It s because he wakes up and
huts the treadmall e hnishes and
begins prepaning his breakfast
When hes done with work, it s time

his wile, Amanda, to make sure he
sticks to hus phn

I here s no room for slipping

| hey use one of those mail order
tood services to have meals deliv
ered. But they do the work turming
it into a healthy dinner. Being there
together, 1s part of his new look at

T get to the office later. ' m going
home earhier, Young saud "But | teel
much more productive through the
day. And | hope all of thus helps me
be a better husband, a better father,
a better supenntendent”

After Young made it through
Apnl with dietary changes and saw
the pounds come off, he added
walking on his treadmill. Walking
soon turned into running. He also
added wernghthfting to his routine

Young now routinely doubles up

new one

While Young i1s enjoying hus shim

nwr waist

th

sard

Every month he hits the -Lh'-thmg
store for new pants, especially. But
with cold weather months here,

FOSTER CARE

Fleven sunts. That s how many
Young donated thanks to his weight
loss  The pounds coming off meant
he couldn t keep a pair of pants long
enough to actually wear them in

Fven when he doesnt lose
weight, he needs to dnll a new hole
into his belt as hus body continues to
covert fat into muscle The belt has
acquired more than enough holes
tor his wite to demand he just buy a

pants size [ wore in hugh school,” he

the shhmmer bank account

1sn t ehicting the same exctement
It s 2 nuce problem to have, he

Young said he's had to replace all of
those clothes, too

"I bought the same jacket | had
been wearing, Young said, “but
instead of AX1., itsalarge

Yes, Young did take a moment be
tore taking his | | suits to Goodwall
to enjoy hus progress  Those pants
and jackets went on one last ime

well beyond his stomach, signifying
just how far he's progressed

And then they were gone

While diet has helped Young
from the beginning, once he added
exercise to his regiment his smart
watch and phone application have
been the driving force

Speaifically, Young went with

My Fitness Pal, an apphcation tor
hus Apple iWatch and 1Phone that
tracks exercise, food consumption
and more

| Ie sand hes gotten a bt Py hotic
about making sure cach and every
day he meets hus hitness goals. In the
apphication, they re nngs. Each su
cesstul one turns the day green

Young pu]lu out has phone and

nfles ’t’hn‘ruv.:h months of green

| m weanng the same

It haunts me

nngs. Except one

he sad Its )iy

motivaton
It s neot "I."uurlg s first etlort at
hﬂghr [ivas

“There has been a umplr times

i my life where | ve been on a diet

he saad, and it was exactly like those
prctures people take after dramat
wnghl losses The wast }"U[]t out

and lost weaght,” he sand “Thaus time
it feels different”

It s 2 tar cry from someone who
used to dread putting his shoes on
in the mormung because of difficulty
reaching his feet

Hes hoping to simply mamntan
throughout the hohidays this year; to
eat enough, thanks to a famuly that
enjoys gourmet cuisine, but not take
in more calones than he bums

For many, it s hard to do. He s
cxcrted for the challenge

Young isn't looking to be an
inspiration, but he does recognuze
his story could help push someone
looking to be healthier over the
hjgt‘ INTO SUCCrss

“| don't want to thunk | should be
mnspiring people,” he said. “"But what
| do thank is, 'If | can do nt, anvone

candont

Thousands of Texas children are waiting to be adopted

By Teresa Porath
Centers

After years nf'lrﬂng o Con
cerve, my husband and | were
ovenjoyed when we found out
that we were finally expecting
Aware that the miscarmiage
rate is hagh dunng the first tni
mester, | tried to remain cau
tous. Once we made it past
the threshold into the second
trimester, | thought things
would be smooth sailing Our
dreams, however, came to a
screeching halt when we went
in for the 20 week ultrasound
We got the news no one wants
to hear. There was no explana
tion. We lost the baby.

We didn’t want to give up
on our dream of having a
family, but testing confirmed
that it would not be wise to
try again. We looked into
using a surrogate. We looked
We looked into intermnational
adoption. Then we found out
about a Texas Department
of Family and Protective
Services program for children

waiting to be adopted. We
found out that at the sam
time we were losing our babry,
nearty 30,000 kids in the

state of Texas alone, were also
losing thetr famulies and being
placed in foster care. We later
learned that whule reunufica
tion with the biological family
1s the primary goal, it doesn't
ahways work out that way

In January 2017, there were
3,600 kiddos in Texas waiting
for adoptive families.

At that moment, we knew
that fostering to adopt or pas
ticipating in the waiting chil
dren program was the route
we needed to take to build
our family. We were hoping to

It is hard. It s emotionally tax
ing. It is expensive. But there
are chaldren out there warting
‘o be adopted. Those kads
really do exsst. However, the
sad reality is that most won't
be adopted

['he majonity of kids wall
“age out” of the foster care
system and essentially wall
be orphans at the age of 1 8,
according to CNN. In other
words, most will be put out
nto the world without hous
ing, financial assistance or
emotional support. No one
is equipped to go through
this world alone, yet many
who age out of the foster
care system have no choice
Studies have found that | in
§ will become homeless after
age 18; at 24, only half will be

employed; less than 3 percent
will earn a college degree; |
in 4 will have experienced
post-traumatic stress disorder
at twice the rate of US. war
veterans; and 71 percent

of young woman will be
pregnant by age 21, which
will likely only perpetuate the
cycle.
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DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES

MHAT Madia Group has an exteraive offering of diglial promational
iools that produce measumsbie results for today S online marketing

na. We offer marnasting miutians through dighial channab such as
ssarch anginaa, wabsites, social media amall and moblle appa.

-

Wa dow't sall advertising, we offer rerksting schtions|
MAT Digital Services will halp you find your customers and
sngage with them 0 grow your business!

Contact us today 532-653-5311
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REPLY BY PHONE ’b i
(432) 687-8865 ‘ /

9:00AM - 5:00 PM
n- depih und award wmmng coveruge :

oVETY JUNGUY LAST CHANCE...

OPEN SUNDAY!
DECEMBER 23
12:00-5:00pm

50% OFF

WINTER ACCESSORIES

90% OFF

HOLIDAY GIFT SHOP

26 WEEKS 26 WEEKS 9 [ 9&(1
7-Day Delivery Sunday Delivery ,
ONlY ONLY

3 $2 m AND REMEMBER,
PER 2

PER COMPLIMENTARY GIFT WRAP!
¥ WEEK WEEK

~ SAVE 75% NEWSSTAND SAVE 337 NEWSSTAND

FREE 525 FREE S10
Wal-Mart Gift Card Wal-Mart Gift Card

TEXASIZZ® WORK

THEBEST WAY TO FIND A NEW CAREER,
WwWw. TexasBackT&er‘lom AL}




