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I BM’s robot expert Davi
Grossman says robots have a
bright future but won't be

doing chores for a while yet.
LIFESTYLE — 4D

Midlandor James Dwight
had a dream come true when
he served with the Peace
Corps in Belize. 5
LOCAL — 1D ¥\

E ven a bench-clearing braw
couvldn’t help the Midland Angels
as El Paso extended the Angels’

Syria says they
will take hostages

BEIRUT, Lebanon |
authoritative government source
said today that Svria had agreed Iin
principle to take the 39 American
hostages, and said they could leave
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* Hostage situations in Iran, lebanon contrasted &

Munching down

A hungry giraffe at Houston’s Hermann Park

Zoo uses nature’s gift to overcome a fence and
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Loeftler seeks Midlanders’ monetary, verbal

By LANA CUNNINGHAM
Assistant City Editor

“If that wasn't an announcement
for governor, then what was it?"
remarked one Midlander after Con-
gressman Tom Loeffler spoke to a
group of local hard-core Republi-
cans during a rally at ClayDesta
National Bank Building Atrium
Wednesday afternoon.

The Republican from Hunt came
to Midland seeking sources of sup-
port — verbal and — and
to talk about the hostage crisis.
Loeffler said in May he was consid-
ering seeking the blican nomi-
nation for governor. Win or lose, he
said, he was coming back to Texas.
But the official announcement won't
come until late August or early Sep-
tember after he can determine if
there is enough support statewide
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Clear with a low near 60.
Petails and colored weather map

on Page 10A.
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for him to make a bid for the gover
nor's seat, now held by Democrat
Mark White

Coming from a noon briefing in
Washington, D.C., concerning the
Americans being held hostage in
Lebanon, Loeffler said moving the
people to a neutral ground (such as
the French embassy which was sug
gested at one time) was a positive
sign. He denounced the Shiite Mos
lem terrorists for taking the hos
tages, calling it a "deplorable act
committed by individuals who have
no respect for human life.”

President Reagan has been “‘delib
erate, firm, certain and careful” in
applying pressure to the Lebanese
and Loeffler contended the presi
dent had made the right move by
sending the 6th Fleet to interna
tional waters near the country

“Once we resolve this, we as a
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nation must give absolute considera
tion to terrorists We should take
whatever action 1S necessary so
they |l know it’s hijacking) not
worth the risk

He contended the United States is
applying pressure to Lebanon to
release the Americans, as is the
Soviet Untion and other Arab coun
iries

Since announcing his interest in
the gubernatorial race. Loeffler. the
19th District congressman who rep
resents Midland, has been criss
crossing the state to determine how
much support he would have from
Republicans

You have to have the grassroots
In place and raise the seed money
he said. One report has placed con
tributions for his race at $600,000 by
today. which he said would be a rec
ord for a statewide office 18 months

48 hours after an
reached on freeing l.ebanese held in
lsrael

dgreement 1S

A lLebanese government source

who .*ip(‘hkt‘ on condition he not be
identified. told the Associated Press
that Syria had agreed in principle to
arrangements to end
worked out by Jean-Claude Aime. a
special envoy of U.N. Secretaty-Gen
eral Javier Perez de Cuellar

the crisis

Aime has been shuttling betweer
Beirut., Jerusalem and Damascus

Syria, during the past few days On

[hursday night, he flew to Beirut
from Damascus and met with Nabih
Berri. He is the leader of the Shiite
Moslem militia, Amal. and has taken
responsibility for the hostages, held
In captivity since Shiite gunmen
commandeered a TWA
14 after
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The rally Wednesday was hosted
by Deane Stoltz and Clayton Wil
llams, and varying reports placed
the turnout between 60 and 100 per
sons. Williams said he was one of the
people who had talked to Loeffler
about running for governor. “Tom.
we have such a mess in Austin, why
don’t you run?” he said

Loeffler said he has been asked to
reach out to the people. Don't just
be a Republican, but be an individ-
ual. There's no question that |
bhelieve in the state of Texas. By the
vear 2000 it will be larger than the
state of New York This would be a
andidacy that would be a people’s
campaign for a greater lexas

He said it wasn’t the right time yet
to begin speaking on issues, but the
congressman did criticize Mark
White's job performance Texas
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Allvn Conwell of Hous
ton Simon Grossmaver of
Algonquin, [ll., and the Rev. James
Mcl.oughlin of Geneva._ Il
(srossmayer has only one lung and
nas been taking medicine. Conwel
told ABC-TV's "Good Morning
America  that the three hostages
had asked for the meeting at Berti's
! yuse of conecern “‘about
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"... A
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Whoever 1s governor ‘should be
imitted to excellence. Have
someone in that office who has polit.
wcal integrity. Mark White lacks in
lhal dlegory il he ;‘n-:lphl of the
'exas didn’'t elect you to
raise taxes and to lend support to
people like Walter Mondale or
GGeraldine Ferraro or Lloyd Dog-
getl
He declined any criticism. how
ever, of a potential opponent
Kent Hance Hance, who ran for the
'S Senate on the Democratic ticket
in 1984 and lost in a runoff to Dog
switched to the GOP in May
95 percent sure’
governor

state of

getl
and has said he I8
he's going to run for

Please see | OFFFILER D-’JQP 2A

— Page 10D

an do involves only the
nostages from the TWA jetliner

have control for the 39
e responsibility,” Berri said
the seven, | don't have any

This is not m»

l-ht'l Ir-,,_

| don't
nas

'.'-Itl|l -1']1'
.['f!"‘-'l'"rl.-i."".- prfih'pn"

.ir'h' 11T Theée savean "Hﬂ'r- T e

Berri said Thursday that the 39
uld be freed within davs
acked agreement on 2
vhere to send them
\rab prisoners

inaing tnhe

nostages

‘I..T !-..:-1-!{ -r'-ll-l-

held b

Ty AETELE = .r|”

f hoth

fan  with
¢ Now much
hudget

reasingly resorted to
ounting
ths and downright
hudget numbers
CACY Stockman

¢ With acq

:-\.I ™ ..';_]I.'Il‘\"q_*
"|'||I"5~.'.E"'.F ,'-]"

roposal from the

Page 2A

support

Tom Loeffler

United Way 1985-86 goal set at $2.12 million

By ED TODD
Staff Writer

The United Way of Midland’s cam-
paign goal of $2.12 million for 1985
86 is an 8 percent hike over last
year’'s effort and represents expand-
ing agency programs even in a non-
booming economy.

“We are extremely hopeful that
we can follow the tremendous his
tory” of previous campaigns, Tom
Madonna, an accountant who is
United Way’s campaign chairman.
said today.

The seven-week campaign will

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) — A
NASA astronomer says he has evi
dence eight more nearby stars are
surrounded by material that could
hide planets and he scien-
tists eventually will discover 1,000
such stars orbited by planets, aster-
oids, comets or the dust that could
form them.

The evidence comes from a new
analysis of observations of 500
nearby stars by the orbiting Infra-
red Astronomical Satellite, or IRAS,

&

begin Sept. 11 and will conclude Oct
24. However, the United Way's pilot
campaign which involves 32 com-
panies will be held July 17 through
Aug. 30

The United Way serves 30.000 Mid
landers through its 16 member agen.
cies, which include the American
Cancer Society, American Red
Cross, Big Brothers and Big Sisters.
Boy Scouts of America, Boys' Club
of Midland, Petro-Plains Camp Fire,
Casa de Amigos, Midland Council on
Alcoholism. Family Services. Mid-
land Rape Crisis Center, Palmer
Drug Abuse Program, Permian

saild Hartmut H.G. Aumann, of the
agency's Jet Propulsion Laboratory
in Pasadena, Calif.

The stars are known as nearby
stars because they are within 75
light years of Earth. That's about 441
trillion miles — considered close to
Earth by astronomical standards.

Aumann outlined his findings
Thursday at the annual meeting of
the Astronomical Society of the
Pacific.

Astronomers believe that our solar

Basin Center for Battered Women
and Their Children. Permian Basin
Girl Scout Council, Salvation Army
the Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion (YMCA) and the United Way

We have some showcaseable
agem‘ws." saild Bob Smith. United
Way executive director

Madonna said United Way and its
agencies are “attempting to control
costs.” For instance, he noted that
the Salvation Army is re-organizing
to keep its budget under control and
IS planning to increase sales in its
thrift store.

system formed when a giant cloud
of dust and gas collapsed Into
clumps of material to create the sun.
the planets and orbiting asteroids
and comets.

Many also believe it is reasonable
to expect that solar systems formed
the same way around other stars
under the proper conditions. Under
less favorable conditions, the initial
dust-and-gas cloud might not con-
geal into planets, but simply remain
in the form of dust or small bodies.

Each vear, the goal becomes
tougher and tougher the way the
economy 1S in Midland.” he said

\pproximately 700 volunteers will
be assisting the United Way in
reaching its $2.12 million goal. Unit
campaign chairmen under
Madonna's direction are Judy
Devenport, special support unit: Jeff
Noble, oil unit; Darryl Pounds.
industry and commerce unit. and

Bob Irvine, public and professional
unit

Midland is No. 3 nationwide in

per-capita giving of $21 to United-

Astronomer: More stars will be found orbited

Aumann’s conclusions increase to
12 the number of nearby stars stud-
ied by IRAS that are believed to be
surrounded by so-called proto-plane-
tary material.

Non-IRAS studies have indicated
two other stars — HL Tau and R
Monceritos — may be surrounded
by dust or larger bodies. And last
December, astronomers observed
what may be a Jupiter-like planet
around the star Van Biesbroeck 8.

|

Wav and is No. 2 statewide. No. 1 in
Texas 1s Donna, a small (population,
about 200) East Texas community
which averages $37 per person in
2iving to United Way, said Jerri
McAilpin. United Way communica-
tions director. Candy Stoltz is cam-
paign director

“Midland is very generous.,” said
Jane Wolf, United Way president.

“Midlanders are generous even in
hard times when the economy is
flat. They care about their neigh-
bors” and the commmunity.

by planets

S0 astronomers now believe 15
stars are orbited by at least dust, and
possibly by asteroids, comets and
planets.

The National Aeronautics and
Space Administration announced in
June 1984 that Aumann had identi
fied more than 40 stars he suspected

might be surrounded by proto-plan-
etary material.

Please see STARS, Page 2A:
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Oopen Al Day Waturday

Lenges Dupiicateq or Doctors Prescription Required

Elegant... not expensive

Ask about our daily specials starting at '5%
A sampling from our dinner menuy

CHATEAUBRIAND FOR TWQ BOQUETIERE

CIF‘EE-' Cut Beel Tenderloin with 2 BQ'Q..J\"". of vegetables

Artichokes. Mushroom Butions, Carved at your Table '28.00

BROILED AUSTRALIAN LOBSTER TAIL (12 o1

Qrawn Creamy Butter Potatp De Jaus. Assortment of three

vegetables : I BOO

TENDERLOIN OF BEEF ENBROCHETTE |

The tenderest of Beef on p Skaner with Green Peppers -
l Onions. and Tomatoes Stemed on a bed of Rice Pilaf with a |

sauce Boderlaise aAng Lhres 'Uaﬂr'gblﬂ l]3.50

MIXED GRILL. 6 OZ. FILET, DOUBLE CUT FRENCH LAMB

CHOPS

Cornish Game Hens Vea Pork 'F"‘-"_ID‘ Stemed with the

Chef's own Pilaf of Rice or Potato De Jaus and three *17.50

vegetabies

Sampie our fine [mported and domestic wines
Selected items prepared tableside

For reservations or information call 6835553
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But here's the
BEST WAY

O
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SYSTEMIC oo
WEED KILLER _

“HAPPY HOUR'’ Friday, June 28, Only!
6:30-8:30 p.m. |

20% o'" All Plant Material
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Light show

The Hartford Insur-
ance Group cele-
brates its 175th anni-
versary Thursday
night with a firaworksji
display atop ifs tower|
building in Hartford,
Conn. -

AP _seerphoto

Lac

BRAINTREE, Mass. (AP) — Just a
stone’s throw from Concord, where
the empbattied farmers fired the shot
heard 'round the world, the town of

Fourth of July celebration this year.

“The underlying cause is a lack of
patriatism, a lack of civic pride; the
town doesn’t have a deep strain of
people who care,” sald Charles A
Knowjes, editor and publisher of the
weekly Braintree Star and a resident
for 19 years.

Theq town’s eight-member July
Fourjh Committee voted unani-
mously Wednesday night to cancel
the privately funded celebration
because it has only half the $9,000
needed to stage it. Last year’'s cele-
bratign attracted 15,000 revelers.

Thq town had scheduled its Yy
for July 6 because Independence
Day fplls on Thursday.

‘America’s birthday is going to be
a pretty silent celebration,” sald Wil
liam Hedlund, committee vice chair-
man. “"What's really pathetic is that
this year indepepdence means so
much,

“We've got hostages held against
their will. What better way for a
community to rally together?”

(erpald Darsch, brother of Beirut
hostage Stuart R. Darsch, 29, of Bos-
ton, ljves in Braintree with his wife,
Beverly

1'rp absolutely mystified why peo-

HOSTAGES

(Continued from Page 1A)

But the French and Swiss govern
ments said they would accept the
hostages into their embassies only if
there were no conditions

Berri said in a Thursday interview
with CBS News he favored sending
the hostages to neighboring Syria
until the crisis is resolved. Syria, the
main powerbroker among Leba
non's feuding religious factions, said
it was “concerned about finding a
suitable solution.”

Berri told NBC News on Thursday

I'm more optimistic now._.and |
think in 72 hours it will be ended for
this affair. _with American help.” He
told reporters that “many positive
steps”’ had been taken in the previ
ous 24 hours, but did not provide
details

Thirty-six of the hostages have
been split up and spread throughout
Shiite strongholds of Beirut. Three
crew members remain aboard the
plane at the Beirut airport

The hijackers killed one of the 153
people originally aboard the TWA
flight, a U.S. Navy diver, and
released the others.

A terrorist group that calls itself

BUDGET

(Continued from Page 1A)

House, since it lacked the public
backing of either Senate Budget
Committee Chairman Pete V.
Domenici, R-N.M., or Senate Major-
ity Leader Robert Dole, R-Kan.

Domenici said the package lacks
“the political muscle to get it done.”

When a reporter told Dole the size
of the tax increase being proposed,
he muttered, “It's worse than I
thought.”

Dole added, “It’s obviously not
going anywhere downtown.” which
was a reference to Reagan's veto
threats.

The bargaining session Thursday
was the first time the negotiators
have gotten together since Tuesday.
Domenici broke off talks in the last
session when bargaining deadlocked
over a Senate proposal for a one-
year freeze on | Security cost-
of-living increases.

House Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill
Jr., D-Mass., has said he will not
agree to a freeze, but on Wednesday,

LOEFFLER=—

(Continved from Page 1A)
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Hance and Loeffler each were
elected to ( in 1978.

“Whatever he makes will
be his own,” said Loeffler of Hance's
consideration of the 'S race.
“1 always campaign in a positive
ny.lflm'lwhlnunybutny.
then | shouldn’t be there.

Before he left, however, the enve
lopes printed with “Loeffler for

Bramree has canceled its official

k of patrotism
cancels celebration

ple have not come to support the
program,” Hedlund said.

But Knowles said the cancellation
is “a sign of a much deeper cap-
cer that goes right across the nation.

“Two years ago during the fire-
works, beer bottles were crashing {n
the parking lot from kids drin
in the woog.s. e

“I've watched the young and mid-
dla-lfed parent just withdraw. Th
say ‘| cannot fight and argue wi
these young punks on the sidewalk.’

“The astound thing is that peo-
ple..are so conditijoned to bad stuff
..nobody complains.,” Knowles said.
“People do not want to hear what's
wrong. They would prefer to say it's
a sign of the times.”

ommittee chairman John Pane-
pinto said he didn't believe rowd
young people were the cause of lag
of Interest. “But how do you pyt
your finger on the cause’ | would
not have a complete answer.

“It's the children of the town who
will suffer the most. When you see
the little kids’ eyes and you watech
them looking.. Those are the things
you miss.”

Braintree, a town of 38,000 aboyt
15 mliles south of Boston, was
founded in 1640, 20 years after the
Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock,
another 15 miles south of here. The
town was 136 years old on Indepen-
dence Day |n 1778

Islamic Holy War, believed to be

made up of Shiite extremists with
tles to Iran, has claimed responsibil-
ity for the kidmppln%:’of the seven

Americans and other Westerners.

A leader of Berri's Amal militia

security chief Ghassan Siblani, told

the AP his militia would like to help

solve the kidnappings, but has had
no formal request from the U.S. gov-
ernment

“All we've had is a speech by Sec-
retary of State (George P.) Shultz

that he wants the 46 Americans

released, but that was not a
request,” Siblani said. “"We have
worked for it before (freeing kidnap
victims) and we're more than hap
to work on it now and approach ng
other side,” he said.

In Washington today, David Sat-
terfield, a spokesman for the State
Department group monitoring the
hostage situation said: “We'd like to

have all the hostages back, as Shultz

said, but beyond that we don't have
anything to say. The best possible
solution would be return of all of
the hostages without conditions.”
Siblani said the kidnappers still

demanded Kuwait release 17 geople
. and

convicted of bombing the U

French embassies in mber 1983
Kuwait has refused repeatedly.

the speaker suggested he favored
increased taxes for higher-income
Social Security recipients.

Domenici then reconvened the
budget talks Thursday saying he was
prepared to consider O'Neill's sug-
gestion and build a compromise
around it.

However, O'Neill and his aides
have said the Social Security tax
idea was never intended as a way to
get the budget talks moving again.

Gray told Domenici it was “inaccu-
rate to describe the speaker’s com-
ments as a proposal.”

House Majority Leader Jim
Wright, D-Texas, one of the confer-
ees, said O'Neill “didn’t offer this as
an attempt to break a logjam here.”

Gray, echoing an earlier remark
by O'Neill, said the House's current
offer was to accept increased mili-
tary spending sought by the Repub-
lican-led Senate if the senators will
give up their plan to freeze Social
Security benefits.

Domenici rejected that.

Then, a bigmnn group of sena-
tors led by Sens. Slade Gorton, R-

STARS

(Continued from Page 1A)

Another analysis by Aumann
showed IRAS would be unable to
detect material that might surround
dimmer stars, nuutln! many

ate and it won't
demands. But the reality i{s some-
thing different.

ate position on military
but scale back slightly the amount of

ties that's either dusty or has
accreted into planets,” Aumann
said.

Hijackers

U.S. not retaliate

By R. GREGORY NOKES
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — A demand
by hijackers that almost surely will
be met by the Reagan administra-
tion is that the United States not
retaliate after the 46 American hos
are released.
€ hostages probably wouldn't
otherwise be freed.

The demand will not be met pub-
licly, and possibly not even expli-
citly in private. But if past practice
is § guide, it will be met.

The United States did not retaliate
against Iran after the 52 American
mgeu Jerepunfa“llyy re:heand after

ys of ca on the day Rea-
gan took office. .

Nor did the administration retali-
ate against Iran after the December,
1984 hijacking of a Kuwaiti airliner
during which two American officials
were murdered. Iranian officials
promised to put the hijackers on
trial, but there is no evidence they
ever did.

Nor has there been any retaljation
for the other terrorist attacks on
Americans in Lebanon.

Nabih Berri, the Shiite leader who
Is negotiating on behalf of the
hijackers for the 30 American hos
tages from TWA Flight 847,
demanded Wednesday that the
United States pledge not to retaliate
against the hijackers after the hos
tages are released.

He said it was a third condition for
releasing the hostages. The first was
the release of the 735 Lebane<e pris-

oners r in Israel. The sec-
ond is the withdrawal of American
warships from near the coast of Leb
anon.

The administration appeared to
set a condition of its own on
Wednesday, insisting for the first
time that all 46 hostages in Lebanon
be released immediately and uncon-
ditionally. The number includes the
iﬁ hlji:ckinkgldhn:uges and seven

mericans na rior to the
hijacking. ppeso

Two of the seven have been held
moye than a year.

The administration has insisted
from the outset that it won't negoti-
give in to terrorist

The administration has put subtle

pressure on Israel to release the Leb
anese prisoners, which Washington
already had said were being held in
contravention of international law.

When Vice President George Bush

Siblani said Amal would make
every effort to “make them soften
their demand...in these new circum-
stances..and resolve the dilemma of
the hijacking.”

Amal was disappointed with the
lack of flexibility in the US. stance
on the hostage issue, he said. “We
are working for the hostages more
than the United States government
is. We want to solve this problem,
finish this drama. We're disap-
pointed because we're not seeing
any sign of help coming from the
other side,” he said.

The seven kidnapped Americans
are William Buckley, a US. Embassy

litical officer; the Rev. Benjamin

eir, a Presbyterian minister; Peter
Kilburn, a librarian at the American
University of Beirut; the Rev
Lawrence Jenco, a Roman Catholic
. Terry Anderson, chief Middle
st correspondent for The Asso-
ciated Press; David Jacobsen, direc-
tor of the American University Hos-
pital, and Thomas Sutherland, dean
of the university's school of agricul-
ture.

In Israel, Prime Minister Shimon
Peres said in a speech broadcast
today that Israel feels as strongly
about the American hostages as it
would about its own citizens, and

Wash., and Lawton Chiles, D-Fla.

the top Democrat on the Budget
Committee, offered their plan.

Chiles said there may be no solu-

tion to the budget impasse unless

‘‘the president and the

speaker..become r-nici ts in the
process now.” He uitr.hne hoped

Thursday’'s Senate proposal “makes
them respond.”

The proposal would raise $59 bil-

lion over three years — $10 billion
next year, $19 billion in 1987 and $30

billion in 1988 — through a 5 percent
minimum corporate tax, tightened
enforcement of tax laws and repeal

of the investment tax credit.

It also would retain the Senate’s

call for a one-year freeze on Social
Security cost-of-living increases but

make provisions to com te low-
litilcomereth‘euformy of bene-
is.

The senators also retain the Sen-

authority it would provide.
Joining Chiles and Gorton in sup-

Don McCarthy, a University of

military spendin
current $2926

year. The Senate has called for mili-
tary spe au

gmmury spending authority at

demand

An Analysis

publicly said in Europe on Wednes-
day that Israel ought to release the
prisoners, it's inconceivable that his
statement wasn’t timed to influence
the sensitive diplomatic contacts
then under way.

Israel has said it would release the
prisoners — which it says it planned
to release anyway — as part of a
hostage ., but wants to pe
asked. The administration would
like Israel to do it without being
asked. X

But however it is accomplished,
release of the American hostages
will come in some sort of exchange
{for the prisoners in Israel.

Moving American warshi
ther off the coast of Lebangn
wouldn't be a problem, officials syg-
gest privately. _

Regarding retaliation, a sepjor
State ent official with
rience in terrorist matters sajd it
would not be legal under interpa-
tional law for the United States
retaliate with a major attack on
anon without first declaring way, an

unlikely .
that hijackings are ot

Remind
legal efther under international law,
the official nonetheless insisted, “I
think the United States is a law-abid-
ing member of the international
community. I believe people will
look at the rule book and conclude
they should obey the law.”

Preemptive strikes to blunt teyror-
ist attacks before they occur, or to
stop them while they are occurring,
would be lawful he said.

Hodding Carter, the State .
ment spokesman during the
hostage-taking, said there was never
an explicit commitment by the
United States that it wouldn't retali-
ate against Iran, but it was under-
stood from the agreement for
release of the hostages there coyld
npot be retaliation.

He said the complex agreement
that involved unfreezing Irapian
assets and payment of depts to
American businesses would have
unraveled had there been retalja-
tion. He noted in an interview that
the Reagan administration honored
the agreement worked out by the
Carter administratoon --un&by*hx-

That has to be done, he said, and
will be done for Lebanon as well. “If
you undercut a deal of whatever
sort, direct or indirect,” he added,
“the next time, who is going to make
a deal?”’

that it will do everything it can to
free them, short of giving in to ter-
rorism.

Israel television said Thursday the
United States and Israel had
reached an understanding that
Israel will not release its 735 prison-
ers until the 30 Americans are freed.
But Israeli officials today denied the
report, saying the government
would continue its policy of gradual,
staged releases.

Israel released 31 of the prisoners
Monday, but said the release was
unrelated to the Shiites’ demands.

Israel has accused the prisoners of
planning or carrying out attacks on
its army in southern Lebanon.

There were conflicting reports
Thursday on the whereabouts of two
kidnapped Frenchmen, Michel
Seurat and Jean-Paul Kauffmann,
who Berri said would be released
with the Americans.

Kauffmann's wife said French
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas had
told her that her husband and
Seurat had been turned over to
Berri's Amal militia. Earlier in the
day the first of the French
Embassy in Beirut, Marcel Laugel,
said a similar report was “absolutely
not true.”

port of the proposal were Sens.
Rudy Boschwitz, R-Minn.; Ernest F.
Hollings, DS.C.; J. Bennett Johnston,
D-La.; and Nancy Landon Kasse-
baum, R-Kan.

The level of military spending
authority and the Senate proposal —
backed by Reagan — for a oneyear
freeze in Social Security cost-of-liv-
Ing increases have been the major
obstacles to progress in the talks.

The negotiations are aimed at

drafting a compromise version of
spending bilu
chamber that would have achieved
about $56 billion in deficit reduc-
tions in the 19886 fiscal year.

eprints passed by each

The House has proposed freezing
authority at its

level for next

thority next year of

an estima $302.5 billion, which
tianm for an increase to cover infla-

The new Senate proposal would

fur-
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Homeless man lives under Capitol steps

By JOAN MOWER

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 74-year-
old homeless man named Stacy
Abner has lived for a decade under
the steps of the U.S. Capitol, sleep-
ing and eating within feet of where

Abner said he lives from handouts
people give him — House Majority
Leader Jim Wright, D-Texas, has
provided shirts; goes to the bath.-
room in the Capitol building, and

takes showers at various places he
wouldn’'t name.

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, FRI. JUNE 28, 1985

that oversees the Capitol grounds,
said he was familiar with Abner's sit-
uation. “"As you know, there are
other places he could go, other
arrangements could be made.”

Forcibly removing Abner, how

and | don’'t have the choice,” said
Abner, dressed in a unmatched cot-
ton shirt and trousers, leather shoes
with no socks and a knit ski cap. His
family is ‘‘scattered all over the
country,” he said.
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Stacy Abner, a
74-year-old homeless
man, sits on the steps
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