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Pudge KO'd

Thursday night hardly seemed the time for the Texas
Rangers to break out of a slump. But they did. Ivan
Rodriguez, a seven-time All-Star, sustained a slight con-
cussion in the first inning when Matt Lawton slammed into
him on a bone-jarring play at the plate./1C

Daily 50¢, Sunday $1.50

Former Midlander mit

By Georgia

Staff Writer

Texas native Larry Klebold has been drawn into the
tragedy surrounding Columbine High School by an acci-
dent of birth. The son of native Midlander L. A. Kle-
bold and his widow, Margaret, the family name is now
causing concemn for the former Midlander who moved to
Colorado decades ago following his 1968 graduation from
Lee High School.

He and his wife, Karen, are the only Klebolds list-
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aken for father of Trenchcoat Mafia youth

MISD enforces zero tolerance
in wake of Colorado tragedy

The Midland Independent School District Police
Department is pursuing a ‘‘zero tolerance” policy in city
schools in the aftermath of the tragic Littleton, Colo.,
high school incident. .

A total of three MISD students - one on Wednesday
and two on Thursday - have been charged by MISD
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Partly cloudy
with high in
upper 80s,
Weather on 4A

ed in Colorado information. Yet he is not the father, uncle
or close relation of 17-year-old Dylan Klebold, one of two
students who left 15 dead, including themselves, and
more than a dozen others wounded in Tuesday’s shoot-
ing in Littleton.

“This is not about me, nor is it about my family,” Kle-
bold said in a telephone interview from his Denver office

police with Class B misdemeanors as a result of inci-
dents involving threats of a copycat crime.

“"We cannot and will not tolerate any jokes or any
statements of any kind,”” MISD Chief of Police Dan
Walkenshaw said.

In addition, security has been beefed up at MISD
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Thursday. “And I don’t want to come off as being self-
serving because the family that shares my name has
more grief than they will most likely ever get over in
their lifetime. And this town, this large city of Den-
ver, Colo., has as much grief as I think I've ever seen in

“I do, however, want out of the loop.”

For Klebold, that loop began at 1:15 p.m. Tues-

day, fewer than two hours after the first shots were fired
at Columbine High School. But Klebold didn’t know he’d

schools. Among other measures, all officers are armed
with hand-held metal detectors.
“We don’t intend to glamorize these kids, because
what they are doing is plain wrong,”” Walkenshaw added.
Anyone with information about any such incidents
may call Crimestoppers at 694-TIPS and report them -

the years I've been up here. Please see NAME/4A to authorities.

Work crews begin to clear debris

By Richard Acosta 2 R
Staff Writer ™3

The sun climbed over the Midland hori-
zon Thursday morning to find work
crews trying to clear away debris from
the tornado storm of April 13.

“We got out here around 7 a.m.,” Doy
Harring with the Midland County Road
and Bridge Department said. “We
thought we could wrap it up today, but
1t looks like we are going to need an extra
day to finish.”

What the erew didn’t do on Thursday
will be finished Monday, workers said.

Before then, the workers with the
road and bridge department plan to vol-
unteer their services for the annual
“Christmas in April” work day, sched-
uled for Saturday, according to Mike
Bradford, county commissioner for
Precinct 2.

The crew had already cleared away
three destroyed mobile homes and were
trying to move three large trees out of
Bill Caswell s yard Thursday afternoon.

Caswell said he was glad to find out the
county would be helping people get their
property cleaned up.

“It is a big help,” Caswell said. “When
I saw my big trees uprooted I was think-
ing, ‘there is no way I can get this cleaned
up by myself.” There is a lot of wood to
cut and the crew has been here all
morning moving this stuff out.”

Bradford said that the success of the
cleanup was because of the tremendous
efforts by Midland residents.

“We have had a number of offers
from cities and counties to help,” Brad-
ford said. “Fortunately, our friends at the
city and TxDOT (Texas Department of
Transportation) have given us their
manpower, equipment and sweat and the
result i1s what you see out there today.
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Brenda Rountree with R&R Rabies Control looks for two kittens in the rubble of a house on South County Road 1160, § .
already found two other kittens and the mother. s
The willingness and understanding of the

citizens of Precinct 2 has been wonder- U nderfOOt the cat su rViv

ful. It took all their help to get this done.” Ji Patterson
Bradford said that they have gone to Staff Writer

the homes of everyone who requested
When Elizabeth Smith woke up 11 days

help and have removed debris from the
ago, the stories she would tell friends about

property.
“If they wanted it hauled off we hauled her cat, Underfoot, concerned how every
time a door opened, the cat would, with-

it off,” Bradford said. “All the wood and
trash will be taken to the city landfilland out fail, either go into or out of her fami-
ly’'s house, south of Midland.

the metal will be sold and the money giv-
When Elizabeth Smith woke up 10 days

en to the Red Cross and the Salvation
Army.” ago, she, her younger brothers and her
parents had no house. And no Underfoot.

Bradford pointed out that families
who are getting rid of theirown trashcan And the stories she told that day were
about how every time her Mom, Jane,

take it to the city landfill up until next
week for free, but must present identifi- called out for Underfoot, he wouldn’t
come.

cation as proof that they live in the tor-
The Smiths feared the worst. They

nado-stricken area.
Bradford mentioned two families who feared their pet had been killed somehow 3 | CAAEER
Please see CAT/4A [~ | CTARRSS |

Please see CLEAR/3A

Volunteers honored
for ‘lighting the way’

By Mella McEwen
Staff Writer

Community volunteers were showcased Thursday at a cer-
emony in Centennial Plaza designed to show how “Volunteers

Milosevic caves
BELGRADE, Y

DA Scorre disputes
defense team’s theory

O .

Staff Writer

Defense attorney John Cook
shared his theory Thursday that a
shabby electrical cord started a
house fire that killed a Midland
mother and her two children.

Cook, one of two attorneys
defending Garland “Butch” M \
claimed that County Fire Marshal
Dale Little overlooked that possi-
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set fire to his home Feb. 25, 1998,
because his common-law wife,
Marcia Stephens, had intentions of
leaving him again.
Light the Way.” But Cook claims the fire began
To highlight the con- with an electrical short from a tat-
M Abell-Hanger Society Volunteers, 3 non: a southside bedroom to a refriger.
inductees/4A prof irttedorstgnizaiiotnsl ator on the back porch.
. repo eir tota
| Girl SCOUtS clean up/2A volunteermh:;lurs for
1998 whic was - :
' bility during his month-long probe.
check bearing the dollar value ntmmmm lzrtin, a ”’ww
trial on capital murder charges
sented to City Council member Don Washburn. | g connection with the family's
. .’ Please see LIGHT/4A " -death. Prosgdgutors allege that he
: : L | 4
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2 EDUCATORS HONORED
Caroll Harris, principa

. and Mary
Emerson Elementary School,

, Wwere chosen to participate in The
_ Academy VI, a program offered by
Texas Elementary Principals and
Supervisors Association. They are

~among a group of 115 Texas edu-
cators who are taking part in the

. program.

c Academy 1s “an intensive

j experience in which educators
work collaboratively to become a

. professional cadre of highly skilled

1 of Mid-

. land’s Lamar Elementary School,
Smith, principal of

instructional leaders. This gather-
ing of minds fosters a ‘think-tank’
forum for promoting creative prob-
lem-solving of current and future
educational issues,” according to
information from Midland Inde-
pendent School District.

The academy has a two-year
instructional program that offers
continuous instructions on such
topics as improving schools from
the inside, nurturing professional
growth of school leaders and fos-
tering learning and growth for
everyone.

Workshops at the academy are

led by nationally known educa-
tional experts.
L I A

And that's not all.

Three other Midland educators
have received awards from the
New Jersey Writing Project in
Texas (NJWPT) in recognition of
their outstanding service. The
awards were presented at the state
conference in Dallas in March.

The honorees are: Dalia Benev-
ides, administrative intern at
Emerson: Lilia Nanez, adminis-
trative intern at Jones Elementary
School; and Ann Parish, site direc-

tor for Midland NJWPT and direc-
tor of language arts. They received
the Sue German Award for Excel-
lence, the highest award NJWPT
grants.

Ms. Benavides and Ms. Nanez
generally work as a team, training
teachers to teach writing. They
have taken the program to Midland
schools, as well as other Texas
schools and occasionally to schools
In other states. They are co-
authors of “Bilingual Books and
More,” and are at work on a second
book about teaching writing.

In 1996, the Sue German Award

for Excellence was given to Lucin-
da Windsor, who brought the writ-
Ing project to Midland in 1989 and
served as its first site director. Ms.
Windsor is writing a book about
grammar, which is scheduled to be
published by Absey Press, pub-
lishing arm of NJWPT.

ODESSAN APPOINTED
John E. Commander of Odessa
has been appointed a chapter spe-
cialist by American Association of
Retired Persons (AARP). He will
serve a two-year term.
His duties will include organiz-
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ing, maintaining and enhancing
AARP chapters in the area, and
ensuring that existing chapters
maintain an active role in the com-
munity.

Commander has been active
with AARP for the past nine years,
specifically with AARP/Vote. He
also serves on the Silver-Haired
Legislature, was past president of
Texas Shrine Association and was
past chairman of the board for
(GGalveston Shriners Burns Hospital
and Medical Center Hospital.

He was district manager with
Tesoro Petroleum.

Girl Scout troops cash in plastic bags from March cleanup project

ngdTodd

Staff Writer

About 100 Midland Girl Scouts
effectively cashed in most of the
10,000 littered plastic bags that
they collected last month in a
BANish-Plastic-Bags campaign
for a dime a bag.

“For every plastic bag they
picked up, I bet they picked up 10
'bags of trash,” leader Lela Hunt
.s8aid Thursday.

~ Thirteen Girl Scout troops that
participated in the March 20 BAN-
‘1sh-Plastic-Bags campaign got
‘their due on Thursday from Dun-
can Disposal and John Bergman —
a Midland oilman who is a former
Keep Midland Beautiful board
chairman — at a Permian Basin
Girl Scout Council’'s Volunteer
Appreciation Luncheon.

Duncan Disposal management

Lanning

and Bergman each pledged to pay
the Girl Scouts a nickel a bag for
up to 5,000 bags they collected. But
they upped the commitment to a
nicke a bag each on 7,000 bags
after they figured the scouts would

Lions welcome camp applications

mesuﬂﬁrts

Children in the Permian Basin
with disabilities and diabetes are
eligible to attend the Texas Lions
Camp special summer camping
programs, according to Lions Club
officials.

Six one-week camps will be
offered this summer for children
ages 7 through 16 with physical dis-
abilities. The camp offers a wide
variety of activities including arts,
crafts, field sports, horseback rid-
iIng and swimming. Children
attending must have some self-
help skills in the areas of dressing,
eating, toileting and bathing.

Medical teams in attendance

C.D. or L.R.A.
MATURING?

LEARN HOW YOU CAN EARN

l MAERD

9.86%

Sherry Keisling
CORNERSTONE

FINANCIAL

306 W. wWall, Ste. 1222
Midiand, TX 79701

915-620-8383

tol] free 8R88-681-0290)

service, from the
Jose (Joe) E. Morales Family

We will always be grateful for
the wonderful expressions of
love shown us when we lost
Jose (Joe) so suddenly. We
will never forget the love and
kindness of our families of
faith: Mid-Cities Community
Church in Midland-Odessa,
Pan de Vida, Centro Cristo
Culturo, and Sacred Heart
Catholic churches in Del Rio:
the Texas Department of
Transportation; Bob Parker,
Gary Law, Jesse Gutierrez,
and Glen Larum; city, county
‘b and state officials, including
Rep. Pete P. Gallego, Rep.
Tom Craddick, Senator
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provide monitoring and individual
attention for diabetes and other
medical problems. “Diabetic chil-
dren face a challenge to take prop-
er care of themselves and take an
active role in controlling their dis-
ease. Our goal i1s to assist them
with these needs,” said Stephen
Mabry, executive director.

Since it was opened in 1953, the
Texas Lions Camp has allowed
more than 40,000 children with
physical disabilities and diabetes
to enjoy outdoor activities. Parents
interested in applying to send a
child to the camp may call a local
Lions Club or contact the Texas
Lions Camp at Box 247, Kerrville,
Texas 78029 or call (830) 896-8500.

Todd

pick up more than 5,000 discarded
bags.

Debra Canady, who is Mrs.
Hunt's troop co-leader, said the
“bags are right back over there”
after the cleanup. “It’s kind of dis-

couraging.”

To encourage the recycling of
plastic shopping bags, KMB direc-
tor Cindy Lanning said Albertson’s
“will give you a nickel a bag for
every bag you bring in to use
yourself.”

Ms. Lanning saluted the “com-
munity-minded” Girl Scouts who
carried out “such a neat idea” in
attacking litter.

“I think 1t is really good,” said
Shauna Todd, a former Girl Scout
who 1s Duncan Disposal’s office
manager. “It helps the communi-
ty, and it also helps the Girl Scouts
to be involved in the community.”

In considering the overall litter
problem, Bergman said “the
thrust is more toward all litter, any
Kinds of litter,” and not just bags.

“One of the big problems is peo-
ple leaving Dumpsters open or the
Dumpsters with the light plastic

Bankruptcy

Assistance

AUTHORIZED BANKRUPTCY
PETITION PREPARER.
Free injtial consultation.

Call for appointment.
h

Stephen C. Mur

915-682-6030

lips blowing open” and trash blow-
Ing out and away, Bergman said.
“We want to aim at all kinds of
trash.”

Plastic bags are probably one of
the more visible kinds of litter,” he
sald. “Our thrust is not so much to
banish plastic bags as to control
how litter gets out there.”

4410
West

[llinois
694-3614

Girl Scout adult volunteer Patri-
cla Stevens said she avoids the con-
venience of plastic bags by using
“my own string bags,” similar to
those used in Europe.

“I don’t want America messed

up,” Ms. Stevens said. “We need to
be cleaning it up.”

“Focus For Living”

by Gary Montgomery

N _Westside Church of Christ

SUNDAY
FAMILY BIBLE CLASSES 9 AM.
WORSHIP 10AM. & 5 PM.
_COME W"). SHIP WITH US!

Weeping With Those That We

T T ———

In God’s description of his servants in Romans 12:15, He tells us,
“rejoice with those that rejoice; weep with those who weep.” Friends,
the chronic syndrome of schoolroom violence in our nation drives me
to my knees in tears and fears for our children, grandchildren, and
devoted educators. Has our age of rights and humanism made us

mad?

The horror of Littleton, Colorado grips us as 15 may be dead, and
many others injured in the attack by students in fatigues and black
trench coats boasting of guns, bombs, and hate for minorities. God,
what is happening to our families and the minds of our youth? They
are being poisoned by the regurgitation of a sick society filled with
hate, self-worship, and disrespect for life, living, and the pursuit of

happiness.

Proverbs 1:11 says, “if they say, come with us, let us lay wait for
blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: let us
swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go
down into the pit; My son, walk not thou in the way with them:
refrain thy foot from their path.” Lord, chastise this nation and teach

us how to live again.
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Djilllrd’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.

SHOP MONDAY;SATERDAY, 10A.M.. TO 9P.M.; SUNDAY, NOON TO 6P.M. * Midland Park MR, 697-7911

Stﬁdy each Sunday with Mack Lyon “In Search of the
Lord’s Way” 7:30 a.m.. KPEJ Ch 24, Cable Ch 5

ol RAW HANDBAGS
10

It's not summer until you
have the perfect straw
handbag! Now you can
choose from a fantastic
selection of styles in
black, toast, natural or
fashion colors.
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Lamar Eschberger

Lamar Eschberger of Midland,
Texas, passed away on Wednes-
day, April 21, 1999. He was born on
January 19, 1920, in Austin, Texas
to Oscar and Pearl Eschberger. He
graduated from Austin High
School in 1937 and entered the
University of Texas to obtain a
degree in petroleum engineering.

In 1938, Lamar joined the 56th

Calvary Brigade, Texas National
(ruard. His brigade was called to
active duty in 1939, stationed at
Fort Bliss in E]l Paso with maneu-
vers in Louisiana until 1940. In
1940, Lamar applied for and was
accepted into the Army Air Corps
Flying Cadet Training Program,;
he was commissioned as a second
lieutenant and received his pilot
wings in May 1942, at Ellington
Field in Houston, Texas. His
assignment out of pilot training
was Midland Army Airfield, where
he flew bombardier training mis-
sions. His next assignment took
him overseas to Italy, with the
456th Heavy Bomb Group, {lying B-
24s. In late 1944 over Mosbier-
baum, Germany, while flying lead
aircraft for his bomb group, Cap-
tain Eschberger was shot down by
German antiaircraft fire, while
bombing a synthetic gasoline
plant, which was heavily defended
by anti-aircraft guns. He was able
to guide his disabled plane to a
forced landing on a snow-covered
abandoned German fighter strip
southeast of Lake Baleton in Hun-
gary. He and his crew were met by
the Russian army. They were
assembled with 40 other airmen,
who had been shot down that day.
Being the highest-ranking officer
in the group, Captain Eschberger

LOCAL
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was put in command of the Amer-
ican airmen. For the next month,
he was listed as missing-in-action,
while the Russians were leading
the group back toward Bucharest,
Romania, so that a plane from
American forces could pick them
up and return them to southern
Italy. He then rejoined his group
and continued flying combat mis-
sions, until completing his tour in
1945. He returned to the United
States and was discharged from
active duty. For his gallantry in
action, he received numerous
awards, including the Distin-
guished Flying Cross. Mr.
Eschberger was commissioned,
as an Honorary Texas Colonel by
the governor of Texas on October
21, 1948.

~ Inthe fall of 1945 Lamar enrolled
in the University of Texas in
Austin, where he received his
degree in petroleum engineering in
the spring of 1947. He was
employed by Gulf Oil Corp. at
Goldsmith, Texas. He established
West Texas Oil Reports in 1948. He
remained active as a consulting
petroleum engineer in Texas and
New Mexico with West Texas Oil
Reports, until his retirement in
1997. Mr. Eschberger was an
active member of the Lone Star
Region Classic Car Club, collecting

DEATH NOTICES

Leon Suhm

Leon K. Suhm died Thursday,
April 22, at his home.

LThE‘I‘E will be no funeral ser-
vices. Arrangements are under the
direction of Ellis Funeral Home.

He was born Sept. 14, 1916, In
Wichita, Kan.

He owned Leon K. Suhm Inc.
Bridge and Road Construction,
then was deputy city engineer for

South West Bell Telephone after 32
years. She was a member of
Tatum Ridge Baptist Church,
Telephone Pioneers of American
and P.O.W.'s Bradenton Chapter.

Survivors include her husband,
Ira Wilson of Sarasota; two daugh-
ters, Rosie A. Turner and Bonnie
Cyr, both of Sarasota; and one
grandchild.

Memorials may be made to
Tatum Ridge Baptist Church, 7811

ley-Pickle &Welch Funeral Home
in Big Spring.

John Reid

John Reid died Thursday, April
22, at his residence.

Services are pending with Ellis
Funeral Home.

antique cars from 1950 until short- the Ellis Funeral Home Chapel.
Interment will follow in Resthaven
Memorial Park. Serving as pall-
bearers will be John Mays Hyltin,
Andrew Mays
EEschberger,

ly before his death.

While stationed at Midland
Army Airfield he met, and married
Nell Ruth Bedford, a member of a
Midland pioneer ranching family.
They had three children, Craig,
Ann and Mark.

He was preceded in death by his
parents; his wife, Nell Ruth: and
his son, Mark.

In 1990, Lamar married Jes-
salyn Tuttle Tarwater of Midland.

He 18 survived by his wife, Jes-
salyn; his son, Craig, and his wife,
Mary, and their sons, Sean and
Eric Eschberger; and his daugh-
ter, Ann and her husband, James
M.C. Ritchie Jr. and their children,
Spencer, Abby and JMC (Bo)
Ritchie I1I1. He is also survived by
his nephew, Tom Hyltin and his
wife, Joanne, of Punta Gorda,
Fla.; his niece, Nell Hyltin of
Orlando, Fla.; his stepchildren,
Adelle Dowling and Debbie Owen
of Midland, and Jim Tarwater of
Tres Piedres, N.M.

In lieu of flowers the family
requests memorial gifts be made
to the Confederate Air Force of
Midland and Hospice of Midland,
911 W. Texas, Midland, Texas
79701.

Funeral services have been
scheduled for 1 p.m. Saturday in

L.et “Sure Sell™
Work For You!
Call Classified

682-6222

Hyltin, Sean
Eric Eschberger,

Spencer Ritchie, and Bo Ritchie.

Alla Lamb

Alla Ree Lamb died Sunday,
April 18, 1999, in a logal hospital.

Crime Doesn’t Pay. But We Do.

/000 Cash Reward
will be paid for information and indictment of any person who has committed a

CALL 694-TIPS OR 1-8300-7-LOCK UP ¢

Compiete Confidentiality * No Caller LD. Ever Used
MIDLAND CRIME STOPPERS

Our Father and Our God,

We thank you that with sovereign love and creative
purpose you brought forth all people on this earth. We
praise you for this great country ... for our fathers and
mothers whose courageous faith calls us to face an open
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Funeral services for Alla Ree
Lamb will be held on Saturday,
April 24, at 2 p.m. at Trinity Bap-
tist Church in Stamford, Texas,
with the Rev. Jesse Earl Hooper,
ﬂastor officiating. Burial will be at

ighland Cemetery in Stamford.
Arrangements are being handled
by Jackie Warren Funeral Home of
M:dland Texas.

Alla Ree was born May 24, 1952,
to Freddy Lee Coleman and Jewel
Coleman in Stamford. She was a
resident of Midland for 10 years
before moving back to S ord.

She was preceded in death by her
stepfather, Lee Clemons, and a
3tepbrﬂther Willie Warrick.

Mrs. Lamb is survived by her
husband, Chester Lamb; her moth-
er, Mrs. Jewel Clemons of Midland;
two sons, Billy Coleman of Dallas,
Texas and Tony Coleman of Col-
orado City, Texas; one da hter
La Toshla Coleman of Mi
three sisters, Virgie Coleman, Rita
Johnson and Darlene Coleman, all
of Houston, Texas; one brother,
Donald Coleman of Houston; three
stepsisters, Patricia Reed of Mid-
land, Sarah Hubert of Virginia
Beach, Virginia, and Janet Lee
Clemons of Lubbock, Texas; two
stepbrothers, Roy Jones of Dallas,
and Curtis Clemons of Midland,;
and nine grandchildren.
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future with deep gratitude, sincere repentance, and a sense '
of holy purpose. Help us, O God, to build communities
where children are safe, where families are nurtured, and
where persons find encouragement in all the endeavors of
our common life. May our institutions of government, :
commerce, education and religion serve people with
humility and become true instruments of divine providence.
Let this be a place where we become ever more conscious
that each person is created in your image and a living soul
for whom Christ died. May we discover the joy of living,
learning, and working together to the end that our
children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren will have

the city of Denver for 15 years, Kennedy Lane, Sarasota, Fla.
retiring in 1983. He moved to Mid-

land a year ago. .
Survivors include his wife, Georgla Ha"

Dorothy Suhm of Midland; a son, : : , _
Douglas Suhm of Sunnyvale. Georgia Ann Hall died Wednes

CLOSING!
Calif.; two daughters, Louise Fritz day, April 21, at her residence.

of Seattle, and Janet Chinn of Services are to be at 11 a.m. Sat-
Midland: and four grandchildren. urday, April 24, at Goodwill Bap- (Up To)

tist Church with the Rev. Leroy U o/

FABRIC STORE

Lengyon officiating. Burial is to
follow at Fairview Cemetery

Margaret Wilson airv,
under the direction of Thomas

SARASOTA, Fla. — Former Funeral Home.
Midlander Margaret S. Wilson, She was born Julv 25. 1944 in

3'-':'. f)f Sarasota, Fla., died Wednes- McCamey. ' Open Week Days cause to give thanks that we were here. Through Christ our
day, Aprii 21. She moved to Midland 25 years i0aamto6p.m Lord, Amen
Services are to be at 2 p.m. Sat- ago ’ g | |

urday, April 24, at Tatum Ridge Saturday, April 24

Baptist Church in Sarasota. Burial Survivors include two sons,

Jerry Hilton, Pastor

is to follow at Palms Memorial Anthony McMaryion and Carl E. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. First Presbyterian Church
Park under the direction of Toale McClendon; five sisters; four
Sarasota. Visitation is to be 24 £‘—uz y M ﬁ
p.m. and 6-8 p.m. today, April 23, B
at Stli:e funer;l hnile. 1 M?(?S?Jﬁlb?}og::;s . Corner of Kent & Michigan in Midland Thursday
e was born April 11, 1912, in B G — Madge Rogers | DAY OF
Blue Vale, Neb. of Big Spring died Thursday, April (across from Luskey's) PRAYER May 6, 1999
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She moved from Midland to 22, at her residence.
Sarasota in 1978. She retired from Services are pending with Nal-

Odessa's Globe Theatre salutes National Community Theatre Week
and the Midland residents who are in our current production:

Bill Kersh Christina Little Mike Fields
Charlutte Wornell Jhenai Mootz Don Wmlrldge

MUCH ADO ABOUT at The

NOTHIN neacs

Theatre
April 23 and 24 at BPM
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These sleek new

suits give you the

confidence and
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coverage of a one-

piece, with all the

sass and style of

a daring bikini!
STORE HOURS:
Mon-Sat Sam - 6pm
Sun 12 noon - S5pm They’re the
Quantities Limited
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I.ANHAM’ S NURSERY & FEED

1402 LOOP 250 WEST 697-3345 EAST OF SAM'S & BUILDERS 5Q.

~ COLOR SPECIALS

PE'I'IINIAS ANNUAI.S

I
Choose from: Petunia, Marigold, Moss
- Full Bloom o J
| Rose, Alyssum, Periwinkles
- Jumbo 6 Plult

$ 1 I ’ 3 PHERS or 12 per flat of 54
Each

plants
flat of 36 $8.88

hottest thing to

hit the water in

years! Shown are

just two from our

collection for

misses sizes 6-14.

FiiiiiTiTi-l_t:—tiit
Choose from: Moss Rose,
| Impatients, Lobelia, Pursiane, Petunia

‘ 49 — GPK L
NATIVE ' I Ea. or flat of 96 ‘22
£ #_8 % 4 0 4t & ¢ & ¢ & ¢ 2 @
PLANTS Penta, Petunia, Dahalla, Dew, Alyssum, Stock,
| Polka Dot, Lobella and more
ARE HERE! | sy»™ >
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CALVIN KLEIN, $85

Dillard’s

v 0"‘0 lAll(m l s g
~All Varieties~ | ~Plant Only Once~ )
10%%: 30 | " womoeeom . :

HERBS » TOMATO » PEPPERS

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club cart &
SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY, 10A. M. TO 9 PM.; SUNDAY, NOON TO 6 PM. * Midland Park Mall, 697-7911 o
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'Toronto News 2; a Philadel
' per came mto my office a Newsweek nation
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WEATHER

:
i

Today s forecast calls for skies becoming partly cloudy and breezy with
a high 1n the upper 88s and south to southwestern gusty winds blowing at

15-25 mph

Tonught s forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a low around 60

Saturday s forecast calls for sioes becoming mostly cloudy with a 40 per-
~ent chance of showers and thunderstorms with a high in the lower 80s

After an overmight low of 62. Thu~sday s high reached 95. compared to
the record high for that date of 100 st I1n 1989 The record low of 36 was

set m 193!

v 's precioitati

Rainfall Thursday 000 1n High
Rain{all Wednesday 0 00 1n Low 62
Total for month .0091n Normal high 81
Total for vear 16410 Normal low 51
Normal total yT todate .2061In

Sunnse . 7:llam. Sumset 8 22pm

(From 1A)

been called until that evening.

“My youngest son (Corry) had a base-
ball game * Klebold said. “]I watched the
game and chatted with folks We talked
about how hormble 1t was. I came home,
and I had 20 messages on the phone Hers
(a Channel 4 on-site reporter) was the first
one

Klebold spoke with the Channel 4
reporter. who he said was In her produc-
tion truck on site, via telephone
have been the first reporter who called im.
but she was hardly the last

‘] have been contacted twice by the New
York Times. the New York Daily News, by
every newspaper in Denver. by every sta-
tion in Denver, by Fox News network. CBS
Phoenix. ‘Inside News New York, ‘Lar-
rv King Luive, a Channel 7 in Australia a
Tampa Bay radio station, ‘Inside Edi-
tion,” ‘Dateline’ (with) Stone Phillips.
phia newspa-

al correspondent came to my house Chica-
go Human Rights — i1t's a group — Dan
Rather's office, and the Midland Reporter-
Telegram.”

""'ntal Thursday afternoon. the only irate
call the Klebolds had received came at 3

‘a.m. Wednesday. The caller asked Kle-
. bold if he was the “man

responsible for rais-
ing this little bastard ~
“1 answered him.” Klebold said “I ve talk

“ed to everybody It's almost as if at this

point, I have run interference for this oth-
er farmily. I am the only Klebold listed in the

- phone book and in directory assistance in

(From 1A)

The value of the 18 611 volunteer
hours reported for 1998
$6.395,990.61. The contributions to
Partners in Education/Volunteers
in Public Schools was worth
$1,085,430, for example, and to
Meals on Wheels $110.000 and
$203 989 to Hospice of Midland

Featured speakers, Judge Pat
and Joan Baskin detailed the many
local programs and facilities avail-
able that were founded through vol-
unteerism. Among them, the Mid-
land County Public Library, Con-
federate Air Force, Museum of the
Southwest, Petroleum Museum.
Lions Clubs, Rotary Club, Mid-
land College, University of Texas of
the Permian Basin, United Way,
Little League, Salvation Army,
Midland-Odessa Symphony and
Chorale, Midland Community The-
ater, Habitat for Humanity, Cen-
tennial Plaza and Memonrial Hos-
pital.

By Ed Todd

Staff Wrter

The valunteerism that changed Traci More-
land’s life and that of her peers also enhanced
Midland € and the community

"Atfirst Ididn't want todo it I wasn't looking
forwardtoit,” Ms. Moreland said Thursday might
at the Abell-Hanger Society induction ceremony

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, FRIDAY. APRIL 23, 199

MC students inducted into Abell-Hanger Society

ny Home for children and families in cnsis

Other students did volunteer work for Hospice
of Midland. The Amencan Red Cross, and the
Girl Scouts Summer Day Camp

Midland playwnght-wnter Linda Bond, who
was the event s guest speaker. noted that the vol-
unteensm that is inked to the tuition scholarships
has helped the youthful students acquire “a sense
of compassion, and it changed their lives.”

scholarships were set up was “a rough, rough
year” for Midland, said Ms. Bond, who, turning
to the inductees, said, “You were children
(then).

“0O1l was down to $8.75 a barrel,” Ms. Bond
recalled. “And there were parents who had
planned all of their lives to send their children to
college and found they could no longer afford to
do that.” The Abell-Hanger Foundation “gave a

. She may

Mrs. Baskin explained that one
program was founded when a res-
ident noticed that an elderly neigh-
bor’s house had a leaking roof, bro-
ken windows and a rundown porch
and decided he could do some-
thing to help With a group of
friends and fellow church mem-
bers, Bobby Trimble began Christ-
mas 1n April, which has spread
throughout the country.

Other examples include efforts to
gather voter support for the new
Midland International Airport ter-
minal.

“No one knows when that first
intrepid volunteer raised his band,
but it's suspected he was wearing
animal skins,” Baskin said. “West-
ern tradition is chock- full of the vol-
unteer spirit — people participating
in barn raisings, harvesting, quilt-
ing, teaching the neighbor’s chil-
dren reading, writing and math. It's
part of the Judeo-Christian tradi-
tion.”

Volunteers serve on the City

while .’

the state of Colorado ’

The other calls to Klebold's home and
office have been from the media untl
Thursday afternoon when he received a call
from a Columbine High School parent. who
refused to identify himself The angry caller

said his son was sitting next to a stu-
dent who was killed.

“He started screaming at me. "Are you
the SOB that's related to this guy”'™ Kle-
bold said. He told the caller. “Hold it.”

“"] know vou re related. " the caller said.

“Why would I tell you.” Klebold said.
“Would you tell me your name””

““You'rerelated. " the caller said. “"You
are related

“What difference does it make if ] am or
not, why did you call” " Klebold said

““You're related. That SOB
yvou re related to almost ki'’'ed mv son.’”
the caller said

“Stop 1t Stop it.” Klebold said. repeat-
ed his words several more imes. then said.
“Let me tell yvou something I probably am
related I don't know if ] am or not. But |
don’t know this family -

“*My son almost got killed. ~ the caller
said.

"Have you read the paper today”” Kle-
bold asked

The caller said he hadn't. Klebold told
him the Denver Post, the Dailv Sentinel and
the Rocky Mountain News wrote arti-
cles explaining that Larry Klebold was not
the father. uncle or close relation of Dvlan
Klebold. who was the son of Tom and Sue
Klebold of Deer Creek Canyon

“*All you guys try to avoid the media. ’
the caller said

zations

teers
Mary

agreed

in MC's Chaparral Center. “But I did do it and
In a lot of ways, it changed my life . the volun-
teer work. It just makes your life more worth-

She was one of about 170 MC students who were
inducted into the society for their academic and

In her award-winning essay on volunteerism
Ms. Moreland expressed the soul of giving lov-
ingly to others through volunteer work. noted MC
speech mstructor Dianna Wynn.

“They (student volunteers) all walked away
with important life lessons that they didn't
au%pate slgjdarmngomm; they clearly appreciate”
Ms Wynn . “Only by expenencing something
can we truly understand ;:pe

And that was a salient idea propounded in Ms.
Moreland's essay. “Experience is life’s best. and
95 most important, teacher. Only by personally
expeniencing something can we (truly) under-
stand it.” Ms. Moreland penned. “We learn . a
little bit about ourselves.

“Volunteering has made me open my eyes,
become more sympathetic to those around me.
and to reassess some of my own values.” Ms
Moreland wrote. She did volunteer for Harmo-

Council. school, hospital and Mid-
land College boards and philan-
thropic foundations like the Mabee,
Abell-Hanger and F asken founda-
tions have helped fund facilities like
the museums and service organi-

“But without you to work in
them, they wouldn't operate,” Mrs.
Baskin told the assembled volun-

Helen
appointed executive director of the
Area Methodist Outreach Service.

"I couldn’t do my job without my
volunteers,” she said. “I couldn't
carry out the responsibilities of the
agency without my volunteers.
They are truly an asset as far as
I'm concerned. My work begins
with them. They sack groceries,
tend to the clothing, take time to
counsei chents. So a day like today
1s fitting; I think we should do more
for volunteers.”

Volunteers like Wendell Edgell,

“I've taken every call,” Klebold said -I
took yours. I know you're hurting and we re
hurting for you. But you've got the wrong
family . *

“The caller broke down and cried.” said
Klebcld. who then told his anonymous
caller, “Our thoughts and prayers are with
you. I have the bad fortune at this time to
share the same last name as a brutal mon-
ster. There's a part of me that wishes [ did-
n't have this name. but to be real hon-
est with you, I like this name. [ wish he did-
n't have my name.”

Klebold said that the caller. still sob-
bing said, ““You're really not involved ~ and
began to calm down.

Klebold asked him to tell his friends that
his family wasn’t involved and to hug his
son that evening.

“"He's 17.'" the caller said. Klebold sa:d
“Hug your son. Grab a hold of him ~

The caller said. “‘'People like this often dc
have their number unlisted, don't thev® °

Klebold replied, “I don't know [ don:
know people like that Idon't think [ ve éver
known anybody that killed 15 people °

The name, which 1s of German ongin. is
unusual. Klebold said. noting that his con-
cern is threefold — for his family . his busi-
ness and himself

On Tuesday. Klebold worked to avert a
potential business disaster

“We deal with 125 banks. * Klebold said of
his company. Klebold Consulting Group Inc.
“It was a senous scrambile yesterday mom-
Ing to put out a heads-up FYI letter to all my
clients not only for my clients, but for their
clients

"1 was qguite concerned. It took me 15

with AmenCo

results,” Ortiz said.

and math.

Metts, newly

To be inducted into the society, students must
have completed at least 40 hours of volunteer ser-
vice In addition to upholding academic standards.

In 1986, the Abell-Hanger Foundation. admin-
iIstered by Executive Director David L. Smith,
offered to pay up to $598.000 for tuition and books
at MC for the 910 June graduates of Midland's
three high schools. Since then, the foundation has
continued to provide MC scholarships to more
than 2,599 Midland-area graduates who have con-
tnbuted more than 83277 volunteer hours in
exchange for their scholarships

Ms. Bond noted that the Abell-Hanger Foun-
dation. which was established by the late George
and Gladys Abell. and “the good that 1t does has
made” MC President David Daniel “the envy of
college presidents all around Texas |

“They (the foundation's trustees) are not giv-
INg away money. but they are making an invest-
ment In people.” said Ms. Bond. who 1s executive
director of the Arts Assembly of Midland. The stu-
dents who benefit from the scholarships and vol-
unteernism “leamrn to pnontize. to evaluate ... to
live up to thigh) standards.”

The Abell couple “were very modest people”
who “gave education a really high prionty.” Ms.
Bond said

The vear when the Abell-Hanger Foundation's

Michelle Clements and Chris Ortiz
rps at Casa de Ami-
gos find their service rewarding

“Especially when you see the

They work with children at Casa
de Amigos, providing one-on-one
tutoring for those in grades one
through three who are falling
behind their grade level in reading

“Most of the time it's fun.” said
Ms. Clements. “You can see a big
improvement. It's rewarding and
- I'm happy tobe a partof it.”

Ludi Navarro, community rela-
tions specialist for Casa de Amigos
and vice chairman of the Leader-
ship Midland Alumni Committee
that sponsored the showcase, said
the event honored the spirit of the
Midland community just as Mid-
land honors other communities
who demonstrate volunteer spirit.

Washburn, reading a proclama-
tion from Mayor Bobby Burns hon-
oring the Community Volunteer

yvears to build and all of a sudden some-
one who just shares my last name is going to
destrov it No thanks.”

Thursdayv afternoon’s call renewed the
Klebolds concern for their family and their
personal safety

“In tragedy situations. people get glued to
the television = Klebold said, noting that
such a focus may serve to encourage peo-
ple 10 become nvolved and take actions
thev might not ordinarily pursue.

[t s the most horrific catastrophe in
Amencan school history,” Klebold said.
‘[t s all people can talk about here. Most of
the talk in the metro area has been about
trving to find a why

"And [ m not so sure there is a why oth-
=r than there were two kids who went nuts
and xulled 15 people. I'm not sure it goes fur-
ther than that tr 2y Just snapped.”

s.nce Tuesday, Klebold has been
“absolutely astonished at the amount of
information that's available to the media
and at the speed with which they work.

“The lady 1n Toronto called and asked if |
was related to Dylan Klebold, and I said. ‘]
couldn t imagine that we weren't: howev-
er. [ don t know the family at all." And she
sald. ‘Are you related to Mason Klebold '

“And that's where [ drew the line. Mason
1Is my son. I asked her how she got the name
Mason, and she said from the Internet. She
said he must be a pretty good baseball play-
er 1n Broomfield. Colo

“1f you followed the story of the shoot-
ers. the main target these yvoung men took
on were Jocks. . Ironically. my son was all
district, all conference and honorable men-
tion all state and is going to junior col-

unteerism.”

hospitals and theaters.

ple don’t even imagine.”

Showcase, noted that “Growing in
Midland. the thing that sets Mid-
land apart is its volunteer spirit.”

Don Craig, who is completing his
third year on the Casa de Amigos
board, agreed, observing that as a
career military man, he has lived
throughout the nation “and some
special cities are recognized by
their volunteers. I would rank Mid-
land among the top cities for vel-

In closing their talk, the Baskins
read a column by the late Erma
Bombeck entitled “The Day the Vol-
unteers Left” detailing the void that
volunteers would leave at schools,

"I thought the reference was fit-
ting.” Craig said. “I can picture that
happening in Midland because vol-
unteers serve Midland in areas peo-

gift of hope: ... All high-school students would
have paid tuition and books. That is an enormous.
astonishing gift.”

The tuition program has been expanded
Daniel noted, but the book phase of the scholar-
ship has been phased out.

Research indicates, Ms. Bond said, that vol-
unteerism “makes a tremendous difference” in
people’s lives. Volunteering “extends longevity~
of the giver while helping the community.

The Abell-Hanger Foundation's MC scholar-
ship was a “trail-blazing effort,” Daniel said, and
has expanded dramatically. The foundation
trustees are “always looking for ways to invest
in people. We will always be grateful to them. He
(David Smith) is a wonderful fellow ... and quite
an intellect.”

For scholarship recipient Jennifer McKee, 18
“holding the scholarship “is a privilege.

- It has been a big help to me and to my mom-
my (Teresa Jackson, 36) to attend school (at
MC).” she said. “"That’s a lot of money. It helps
out a lot.”

Ms. McKee is studying occupational therapy
at MC. Her mother, who is a teacher’s aide in
Midland Independent School District and who is
attending MC on a MISD scholarship, is con-
centrating on physical therapy.

NAME: Calls to Klebold's home have come from Toronto, Australia

lege on a baseball scholarship.”

When he was a teen-ager, Klebold was
active 1n school affairs at Lee High, serv-
Ing as freshman class secretary in 1964, stu-
dent council member from 1964-68, cabi-
net member 1967 and treasurer in 1968. He
played tennis 196667 and was a (Kiwa-
nis) Key Club member 1965-68. He was also
an Eagle Scout. H's father, L. A. Kle-
bold, was director of maintenance and

transportation for the Midland Indepen-
dent School District.

So far, the calls he has received from the
media have been “easy to deal with” once
they know Dylan Klebold was not his son.
But he wonders what their questions would
havebeen had his answer been different.

“What were they going to ask me if I was
Dylan’'s father?” How I felt” How I'd raised

him? Did [ hug him?”

The father, Tom Klebold. “called the

SWAT team when he had heard there were
problems or shots fired,” Klebold said. “He
thought his son was involved.

1 tned to put myself in that position. I

was talking with Karen and said, ‘They
would have been hard-pressed to keep me
away. I'd want a bull horn. I'd want to start
velling at im. The only two people I know
who might have pulled them out of their
trance were their fathers, with big mega-
phones. That's the only way they might
have stopped. Then, the odds were only
20-50

“And if I'd been the father of one of the

kKids who got killed and they wouldn’t let me
In, they d have to make a choice, arrest me
or shoot me. I would be going in. Those kids
lay in there for two days.”

LIGHT: Philanthropic foundations help fund facilities like museums
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(From 1A)

nearby window shattered from extreme
heat. Outside winds made the fire more vio-
lent, Cook said.

“That’s why there was very little fire inside
the bedroom,” Cook said. “This may be hypo-
thetical, but the facts are in the evidence.”

Cook criticized Little for not keeping an
extension cord he found at the fire scene. Lit-
tle claims that he inspected the cord closely
?_nd concluded that it didn’t contribute to the

ire.

In fact, the cord he found was actually out-
side the house, Little testified.

“You mean all this talk about the extension
cord, and it wasn't even there?” District
Attorney Al Schorre said.

(From 1A)

in the tornado that ripped through
the Valley View area of Midland
last week, destroying their home as
well as almost 40 others.

“1 don’t think we’ll find him,”

storm.

lost cat been f — under a

TRIAL: Analyst says material tested

next door neighbor’s house that
remained standing through the

“There was no home for her to go
under, so she’s been under the
next door neigh
abeth, 10, said. “If she would've

jump. The only people she’ll come

“Yes sir. It was outside.” Little said.

“You mean, when he (Cook) was giving
this long, drawn-out hypothesis, there was not
even a wire in the room?” Schorre asked.

“Yes sir,” Little replied.

The defense team’s explanation lacks suf-
ficient evidence to support it, Schorre said
during the first break from Cook’s two-day
cross examination of Little.

“In the defense counsel’s theory of how this
fire began, wouldn’t that cord have been
found along the wall when they (investiga-
tors) were chiseling at debris?” Schorre
queried.

Cook defended his theory by saying the
cord might have become brittle with the
1,000-plus-degree heat; thus, making it
almost impossible for authorities to find. It

kids.”

“I just thanked the Lord when I
saw him,” Elizabeth said.

A Midland resident called last
week and offered to fund a set of
shots had Underfoot not been found

bor’s house,” Eliz-

Elizabeth said last week from her stayed under our house during the 554 the family been forced to find
school room. “My Mom keeps call- stnrm._nhe probably would'vebeen  ;nother pet. In addition, up to 20
ing for him.” killed. o people called Edu:am school
: The Smiths have mov er- offering to provide clothi

an;rm mw;;? ﬁ.?{m mﬂ'ﬁ foot’s food to the neighbor’s house Mrs. Smith told her daughter’s
home and the family faced chal- because the cat still seems afraid. teacher that she didn’t have her
lenges that will remain with them  “She at everything,” said costume for a musical the school
for some time, they received acall Jane Smith, Elizabeth’s Mom. Was to stage that Thursday.

from a bor sa that their “Every little sound makes her “We’ve had so many people

r.ruf from under the house for are the

donate clothing that after we

postive for chemical used in lighter fluid

could have also disintegrated if not handled
delicately, Cook said.

“It’s very possible you missed it, Mr. Lit-
tle,” Cook said. ,

“No, we went through every inch of that
room,” Little replied.

Prosecutors called three other witnesses
to testify Thursday — including John
Michael Corn, an expert hydrocarbon ana-
lyst with Amrstrong Labs of Arlington.

Corn said that several floor and wall sam-
ples taken from the fire scene tested positive
for Norpar: a trademark chemical used in
the production of charcoal lighter fluid.

A paramedic testified last week that he
smelled the odor of lighter fluid on Martin as
he escorted him to a psychiatric hospital in
San Angelo. However, one of Martin's friends

CAT: Underfoot had been hiding beneath neighbor’s house missed by tornado

tims,” Mrs. Smith said.

Pick 3

after

order:
2-3-7

donate to the other disaster victims,
we want to have a garage sale and
raise the money to help the vic-

Elizabeth did obtain a costume —
she played an orphan in her school
musical during a portion devoted to
the musical “Annie.” Though she
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POLICE REPORTS

Midland Police Department
Tuesday
Burglary: A vehicle was broken
into at 3601 Andrews Highway
1603. It was reported at 11: 03 p.m.

Burglary: A burglary was
reported at 3602 Stnry Ave. at 9
p.m.

Wednesday
Criminal mischief: Criminal

mischief was reported at 6060 W
Missouri Ave. at 11:45 p.m.

Criminal mischief: Two dents
and a broken side mirror were
reported at 4201 N. Garfield St. at
2:30 p.m.

Theft: A wallet was taken at 2929
W. Kansas Ave. It was reported at
7:01 p.m.

Police identify
dead children,
look for mother

- GEORGETOWN (AP) — Author-
ities investigating the slayings of
two toddlers found lying in a creek
earlier this week entered Thurs-
day armed with an important
break in the case: the identities of
the children and their missing
mother.

- Capt. Linda Bunte, the lead
investigator for the Williamson
County Sheriff’s Office, said the
critical information came late
Wednesday afternoon from work-
ers at an Austin day care center.

“They recognized the sketches
and called us,” Ms. Bunte said.

Police identified the children as
Dominick Logan Cornelius, 2, and
Amanda Lee Miller, 3. Their moth-
er 1s Tina Marie Cornelius, 22.

Dominick and Amanda had last
stayed at the center, which she
refused to name, on April 14, Ms.
Bunte said.

“We have not been able to find
her and speak to her in regard to
her children,” she said.

Ms. Cornelius’ relatives told
detectives they had not seen the
woman or her children since a
week ago — roughly four days
before the toddlers were found
dead along a quiet creek near
Hutto, 20 miles north of Austin.

Investigators Thursday said
they were not considering Ms.
Cornelius a suspect, and said she
might be in harm’s way.
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Theft: A theft was reported at
1825 E. Scharbauer Drive. No time
was reported.

Burglary: A CD player was tak-
en at 4301 Raleigh Circle. It was
reported at 9:30 p.m.

Midland County
Sheriff’s Office
Thursday

Criminal mischief: Vandalism
was reported at 5113 S. County
Road 1189 at 1: 08 a.m.

Theft: Tools were taken at 2801
S. County Road 1220. It was report-
ed at 1:25 p.m.

Anyone having information con-
cerning any of these reports should
contact the Midland Police Depart-
ment at 685-7108 or Crime Stop-
pers at 694-TIPS.

L
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CLEAN: Judge |[{2§

Morrow praises
‘Spirit of Midland’
(From 1A)

' helped law enforcement personnel.
. The Stegalls allowed the Mid-
. land Police Department to park
' the mobile substation in their dri-
veway, offered their house and
- made coffee for the workers and
volunteers, he said.

“The Midkiff family allowed us
to keep all our equipment on their
land. This was a great help
because if it were not for them we
would have to haul the equipment
in and out of town everyday.”

Midland County Judge Bill Mor-
row said he thought the effort put
forth by the community falls in line
with the mentality of Midland.

“We alwayvs brag about and talk
about the ‘spint of Midland, ™ Mor-
row said. “] believe we saw its
zenith in what the people of Mid-
land have done. This storm effect-
ed over 100 homes. but we had far
more than that helping with food.
money and clothing. We also had
law enforcement officials respond
so quickly they had a perimeter set
up about the time the tornado got
out of the county.’

Morrow said that during the
time when people were kept out of
the area, people may not have
understood that i1t was for their
own good.

“There have been lots of mis-
conceptions as to why people
couldn’t get back to their homes.
With power out and electricity
out, law enforcement made the call
to keep people out and everyone at
the command center backed them
up.

“The rescue crews had enough to
do in keeping themselves safe
without having to deal with traffic
jams and sightseers.”

Morrow said he heard that rep-
resentatives from Gov. Bush’s
office would meet next week to
decide about providing additional

support.

Students charged
with bringing bombs
to high school

CENTER POINT (AP) — Three
teen-agers accused of making
crude bombs and detonating them
as a school prank were in juvenile
custody Thursday.

Two boys from Center Point High
School and one from Tivy High
School student were arrested Tues-
day, said Kerr County Sheriff
Frances Kaiser, who revealed the
arrests the next day.

Nine bombs were discovered
April 10 by school officials after they
heard explosions at Center Point
High School, the Kerrville Daily
Times reported.

Two coaches were slightly
injured when one of the devices,
contained in a plastic gallon jug,
exploded, the sheriff said.

Another device blew open a vent
on a door to a gymnasium, where an
activity was being held, and caused
minor damage, officials said.

Robert Payne, Center Point Inde-
pendent School District superin-
tendent, said he was not sure how

many people were in the gym at the
time.
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District 2 forum focuses on Issues

By Denisl Arp

Staff Writer

The first and perhaps only pub-
lic debate before the May 1 elec-
tions was held in the District 2
school board race Thursday
evening.

For the 35 or so who showed up
from south and east Midland to fill
the fold-out chairs at the Federat-
ed Black Women’s Clubhouse, the
meeting was a primer on educa-
tional issues and each of the can-
didates’ stands.

Incumbent Adela Marmolejo
and her challenger, George Lara,
refrained from making any nega-
tive comments about each other at
the NAACP-sponsored event.

Facilitator James Bradford, the

now retired chair of the social stud-
-ies department at Lee High

School, steered the candidates
through questions written by audi-
ence members on index cards. and

.asked a few questions of his own.

To begin, Bradford asked each

.candidate to outline what they felt
‘were the

“most pressing issues”
facing the school district.

Both shared two concerns in

.common: the Agreed Judgment in

the desegregation lawsuit against

.the school district and shrinking
-finances.

“I'm really concerned about
sald Ms. Marmolejo,

what would need to be cut in the

-budget to compensate for lost tax
‘revenues. “There’s one thing [ do
.know: we will not cut back on cur-
‘riculum or materials to the stu-
dents ...
salary.”

[and] it will not be teacher

lLara added one concern to Ms.
Marmolejo’s list: parental

involvement. He said he thought
‘Midland Independent School Dis-
trict did not publicize its recent

community forums well enough,
adding that they were poorly
attended.

“Some of the staff will take it for
granted — if they don’t show up,
they don’t care. And that's not nec-
essarily true,” Lara said.

As for the Agreed Judgment,
both had harsh words for the

school district.

“Definitely, MISD to this point
has not shown good faith,” said
Lara. “In order to achieve unitary
status, we need a long-range plan.
They haven’t come up with a plan
In 19, 24 years."

Ms. Marmolejo expressed frus-
tration that the vote was always 5-
2 in matters affecting not only uni-
tary status but other issues.

“I've told them. I've voiced my
concerns, but'I’'m just one vote,”
she said.

Each agreed on another hot-
button issue: the current three-
tiered tracking system. A federal
judge has virtually ordered the
school district to move to a less
racially identifiable two-tiered
track, but some school board
members continue to oppose the
move.

Both Ms. Marmolejo and Lara
said they supported a two-tiered
system that would integrate gen-
eral students into advanced cours-
es.

“I feel that our kids are not being

L«
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challenged. And I experienced

that with my son,” said Ms. Mar-
molejo.

‘She said her son had been told he
did not have high enough test
scores to move into the honors
track, but Ms. Marmolejo contin-
ued to push until she got him in. He
ended up graduating in the top 10
of his class, she said.

“You just need to tell that
teacher — I want my son or I want

my daughter in this class.” said
Ms. Marmolejo.

"I concur with you that a three-
tiered system is another version of
a segregated system within a
desegregated system,” said Lara.

One audience member seemed
concerned that money from out-
side District 2 can often influence
candidates running in District 2.

“Would you tell us where most of
your financial help is coming
from?” read Bradford.

“A majority of my contributors
are business owners in District 2,”
said Lara. He invited the public to
peruse his contributions and

expenditures, which he reminded
them were public record.

Each was also asked if they
were a Democrat or Republican.
Both said they were Democrats,
though Lara added he did not nec-
essarily vote “straight-line party
ticket™ every time.

Early voting runs until Tuesday.
Election day is May 1.

We'll
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4” Diameter Crackle Glass Bowl with Brass Tone Stand
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' League confab
offers Midland
special status

idland will play host today and
Saturday to the state conven-
tion of the League of Women
Voters and members of that organiza-
tion from throughout Texas will con-
verge on the city for the event.

Keynote speaker will be Carolyn Jef-
ferson-Jenkins, the League’s national
president, who will address those pre-
sent for the fifth annual “Excellence in
Environmental Awareness” awards
luncheon on Saturday.

Most residents of Midland should be
aware of the fine work done by the
League of Women Voters. The League
chapter here regularly provides
detailed information about the various |
candidates for political office to voters
as an informational service. That is a
valuable source of unbiased, factual
data for voters.

The League also conducts occasional
forums for the discussion of topics
important to the general public. A good
example was the forum conducted in
March this vear at the Center for Ener-
gy and Economic Diversification
, between Midland and Odessa at which
| Midland-area residents had the oppor-
tunity to obtain first-hand information
from state officials and others about a
proposal for the disposal of radioactive
waste 1n Andrews County.

That forum was highly productive,
bringing together state officials,
spokesmen for the company seeking
the permit, proponents and opponents
of underground burial of radioactive
waste. and other interested people. It
allowed a forum for people to discuss
the matter openly and offered a stage
for a healthy exchange about the issue
of radioactive waste disposal overall.

That indicates just one aspect of the
value of the work provided by the
League of Women Voters here in Mid-
land. The League’s work throughout
Texas i1s equally impressive; the orga-
nization provides a much-needed pub-
lic service to the people of Texas.

We're glad that Midland is the site of
their state convention this year — and
we hope they’ll return in the future!

ToDAY IN HISTORY

_ Today i1s Friday, April 23, the 113th day of 1999. There
,‘, are 252 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
] On April 23, 1899, Russian-American author
Vladimir Nabokov was born in St. Petersburg.

On this date:

In 1564, English poet and dramatist William Shake-
speare i1s believed to have been born: he died 52 years
later, also on April 23

In 1789, President-elect Washington and his wife
moved into the first executive mansion, the Franklin
House, in New York.

In 1791, the 15th president of the United States. James
Buchanan, was born in Franklin County, Penn.

In 1896, the ‘‘Vitascope system for projecting
rcn?wes onto a screen was demonstrated in New York

ity

In 1940, about 200 people died in a dance hall fire in
Natchez, Miss.

In 1954, Hank Aaron of the Milwaukee Braves hit the
first of his record 755 major-league home runs, in a
game against the St. Louis Cardinals.

In 1969, Sirhan Sirhan was sentenced to death for

assassinating New York Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. The
sentence was later reduced to life imprisonment.

~ In 1985, the Coca-Cola Co. announced it was chang-
ing the secret flavor formula for Coke Negative pub-
lic reaction forced the company to resume selling the
original version.

Ten years ago: Troy Aikman of UCLA became the
first player chosen in the NFL draft in New York City
as he was selected by the Dallas Cowboys.

Five years ago: Mourners left red roses. burning
candles and cards at the Richard Nixon Library and
Birthplace in Yorba Linda, Calif., in memory of the
37th president of the United States. who had died the
day before at age 81.

One year ago: James Earl Ray, the ex-convict who
confessed to assassinating the Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr. in 1968 and then insisted he was framed. died at a
Nashville hospital at age 70.

Today’'s Birthdays: Actress Janet Blair is 78.
Actress‘tumed-d;ﬁl:mat Shirley Temple Black is 71.
Actor Alan Oppenheimer is 69. Actor David Birney is
60. Actor Lee Majors is 59. Actress Sandra Dee is 57.
Irish nationalist Bernadette Devlin McAliskey is 52.
Actress Blair Brown is 51. Writer-director Paul Brick-
min is 50, Actress Joyce DeWitt is 50.

JACK ANDERSON

OPINION

Friday, April 23, 1999

Parties could unite to reform forfeiture program

fter a year of sordid partisan warfare, both

Rep. Henry Hyde and President Bill Clinton

have serious image problems. What follows
1S a modest proposal for how these two political ene-
mies can start to mend fences — and perhaps do
some image-polishing in the process. It might also
do a lot of good.

Hyde, the Illinois Repub-
lican who chairs the House
Judiciary Committee,
spent a quarter-century on
Capitol Hill forging an
impeccable reputation for
judicious sobriety — and a
brief six months indelibly
staining 1t as the leader of
a partisan crew of House
managers clamoring for
impeachment.

Still, Clinton, who frets
endlessly about his place in
history, can only dream of
a reputation like Hyde's.
Often left unsaid in the critiques about the presi-
dent’'s character i1s his administration’s cynical
approach to civil liberties. From the tragedy at
Waco, Texas, which Clinton used as an excuse to
expand the government s right to pry into our lives,
to the more recent ‘‘know your customer’’ regula-
tions that would've forced banks to develop detailed
profiles of their depositors, the administration has
shown, at best, a cavalier attitude toward the right
of Americans to be considered innocent until proven
gullty.

But there exists a golden opportunity to amend this
sorry record by correcting a serious sin of omission:
the administration’s seeming indifference to reform-
Ing the asset forfeiture program.

For those unfamiliar with asset forfeiture, it is a
system as old as law itself, but one that’s also ripe
for abuse. Essentially, it gives governments — fed-
eral, state and local — the right to seize property they
think may have been used in a crime or bought with
criminal proceeds, even if the owner is not convicted.

Recent Supreme Court cases have added a sem-
blance of sanity to this system — no longer can the
Coast Guard seize a million-dollar yacht if a single
marijuana cigarette is found on board. But abuses
still exist. Former Atlantic City, N.J., resident Diane
Antonelli can testify to that.

Antonelli and her common-law husband were,
admittedly, dealing marijuana from their home
when the law came crashing down in the early 1990s.
When the police showed up, they found no drugs on
the premises but had enough evidence to convict
them both nonetheless. Since it was Antonelli’s first
offense, however, she managed to avoid imprison-
ment.

But the government wasn’t done. Officials also
decided to seize her $130,000 home, in which she was
raising 10 children, most of whom were under the
age of 18.

Giovanni LoPresti, a paralegal who volunteers as
a child-placement specialist, heard about the case
from a co-worker and decided to get involved. He
helped Antonelli file a series of appeals starting in
1995. Ultimately, the appeals were unsucgessful,
though they did stave off the inevitable for almost
four years.

“Bottom line, it was the kids who caught my
heart,”” LoPresti says. "'l can’t see our own gov-
ernment booting kids out in the street.... In the worst-
case scenario, let the youngest sibling stay until 18
and then take the house.”

This is where Clinton and Hyde can step forward.
For the last decade or so, Hyde has waged a lonely

“NOW THATS CRISP RELIABLE, HASSLE-FREE TORST, ANDAT FEAK HOURS WITH NO
LONG WAITS! WHO DID YO SAY 15 YOUR ELECTRICITY PROVIDER P

CHARLEY REESE

Serbs are victims of propaganda campaign

ican television, are not angels, but neither are
they devils. They are also the victims of a mas-
sive anti-Serbian propaganda campaign.

Starting with the civil wars, Serbs have been
blamed for things they nev-
er did, while atrocities com-
mitted by Croats and Mus-
lims were ignored. What
the Serbs were and are up
against are powerful Amer-
ican public relations firms,
Western intelligence agen-
cies and biased or incompe-
tent Western reporters.

Maybe you recall a
famous picture of an ema-
ciated man standing behind
a barbed-wire fence. This
was reported as a Muslim
being starved in a Serb con-
centration camp. In fact, the man was a Serb who
had been arrested by the Serbs for looting, and he
was not emaciated from lack of food but from suf-
fering with advanced tuberculosis.

Yohanan Ramati, director of the Jerusalem Insti-
tute for Western Defense, wrote of the campaign
against the Serbs: ‘“This organized anti-Serb and pro-
Muslim propaganda should cause anyone believing
in democracy and free speech serious concern. It
recalls Hitler’'s propaganda against the Allies in
World War I1. Facts are twisted and, when incon-
venient, disregarded. The selectivity in reporting and
comment is far too blatant to be accidental.”

Ramati quotes from an interview given on French
Two television by James Harff of Finn & Rudder, the

ublic relations firm representing the Muslims. He
Boasts that the firm’s greatest achievement was to
get American Jews on the side of Muslims by ped-
dling the concentration camp story published by a
New York newspaper. This business of death camps,
by the way, was later proven to be a hoax.

But here is a good lesson in how the real world
works behind the scenes. Finn & Rudder didn’t com-
mit the hoax. It simply took the published story to

J I \he Serbs. as Slobodan Milosevic said on Amer-

Reese

three major Jewish organizations with a suggestion
that they run ads condemning it. The PR guy says
that once the Jewish organizations came in on the
side of the Muslims, it was easy to equate the Serbs
with the Nazis.

Some of the hoaxes perpetrated on Americans
include the so-called bread line massacre, the
alleged destruction of Dubrovnik, a funeral shown
on television of a girl said to be a Muslim victim who
was instead a Serb child killed by the Muslims, and,
of course, the mass rape hoax, which has cropped
up again in Kosovo.

Original allegations in the past of 60,000 rapes
boiled down, after a U.N. investigation, to 126
alleged victims. Certainly in civil wars women will
get raped, but the mass, organized rape story was
a pure hoax.

This kind of stuff is still going on because the NATO
campaign against Yugoslavia rests on a foundation
of lies. I've seen claims by Western journalists that
“‘thousands of refugees have all told the same sto-
ry.” Use common sense. Do you really think the
handful of Western journalists over there have ques-
tioned thousands of people? If so, why do they keep
using the same video of the same people so often?

And how many of these Western journalists speak
Albanian or Serbo-Croatian? My guess is none. That
means they have to rely on translators who are prob-
ably being furnished by the Kosovo Liberation
Army. The refugee can be saying one thing and the
translator another, and the reporter will be none the
wiser. That happened in Vietnam, where translators
sometimes turned out to be Viet Cong intelligence
agents.

Just remember: NATO is breaking international
law, and the United States has no business being
involved in the internal affairs of Yugoslavia. One
day, we may elect a government that won't lie to us
so much.

Charley Reese's e-mail address is
O5SOreese@aol.com

Charley Reese's column is distributed by King Features
Syndicate.
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battle on Capitol Hill to reform this system. He wants
more due process; wants to shift the burden of proof
to the government rather than the person whose
property is being seized. And he wants to allow the
release of property when keeping it would bring spe-
cial hardship to families. This year he’'s once again
introduced a bill to reform asset forfeiture; once
again it stands little chance of becoming law.

Mind you, there's not much to be gained politically
by supporting Hyde’'s plan. And it might not have
done much of anything to help Antonelli, whose house
was seized through criminal forfeiture (most of the
controversial cases involve civil forfeiture) . Police
departments aren’t eager to reform the system,
since they 're allowed to keep part of the assets they
seize. Most politicians are loath to support any mea-
sure that might get them painted as *‘soft’’ on drugs
— even if maintaining a hard-line stance means a
few innocent people get their homes and business-
es taken away by Uncle Sam.

But now might be just the right time to make long-
overdue changes to asset forfeiture. The killing of
an unarmed immigrant by New York City police offi-
cers has focused attention on overreaching by law
enforcement like no political speech ever could. The
public outery over the “"know your customer’’ bank
regulations proved that Americans still care deeply
about being secure in their privacy and property.

By offering public support to Hyde's efforts, the
administration would lend political cover to Democ-
rats who might otherwise not dare support such a
measure. This might show the country that two polit-
ical enemies can work together for the common
good. Most importantly, it would reaffirm the
bedrock American principle that we are all innocent
until proven guilty.

Jack Anderson’s and Jan Moller’s column is distrib-
uted by United Feature Syndicate.

WILLIAM MURCHISON

Politicians won’t even
try to find better way
to educate children

Il — I mean all — Gov. George Bush wants

to do is try — I mean try — school vouch-

ers; a limited experiment; see if it works,
OK? Not one bit OK with the 11 Senate Democrats
who say, NOOOO!'! NEVER!'!!

In other words, the senators pledge to block a
vote on the pilot voucher program Bush proposes
for six urban areas.

Not even a little bitty test to see how the thing
works?

NOOOOOOOO! comes back the thunderous
response.

Well, all right; some-
thing slightly political i1s
going on. Democrats
can't fail to notice a
chance to smudge the
shining armor in which
presidential aspirant
Bush hopes to encase
himself. On the other
hand, partisan politics
never explains every-
thing. The public schools
have a large constituency
that equates vouchers
with the powers of the
Hot Place.

This viewpoint 1s shared by 1) the educational
establishment, including teacher unions, and 2)
self-styled spokesmen for the poor. The thinking
is, public schools provide 1) employment, 2) polit-
ical influence and 3) last refuges for the econom-
ically and academically destitute.

All of which 1s true. Here 1s the question,
though: Do such considerations rule out attempts
to find better ways of providing education? Last-
ditch supporters of the public school monopoly call
to mind those English workmen of the early
industrial era who went around setting fire to fac-
tories and smashing labor-saving machinery.

The anti-voucher folk are academic Luddites. |
mean, talk about conservatives! These would put
William McKinley to shame.

What follows is not an argument for vouchers.
Vouchers — grants of money that students may
plop down at any school, public or private, willing
and able to accept them — are not the education-
al summum bonum. They are a means, maybe, to
an end: that of giving students more than they
presently get. Is that so evil an objective we should-
n’t even pursue it? Voucher foes, in effect, nod their
heads yes.

Why so? Well, those jobs — of course. Unem-
ployed teachers (assuming vouchers were to pre-
cipitate mass exodus from the public schools) don’t
pay union dues. There is likely an even larger fac-
tor: egalitarianism. The public schools are a great
social leveller — performing a service many Amer-
icans deem vital.

Because not all students are capable of choos-
ing the school best suited to their needs, No One
Should Get to Choose: Voucher opponents come
close to saying something of this banal nature.
More explicitly they argue that, with a full vouch-
er system in place, the public schools would
become a ‘‘dumping ground’’ for the very poor and
the very undisciplined.

That would be a problem all right. Is there just
one way of addressing it — namely, by embalm-
ing the status quo?

The assumption that if you’'re poor you're irre-
deemably stupid is insulting: besides contrary to
the atmosphere of freedom animating most
spheres of life today. Government doesn’t tell peo-

le what kind of car to drive or what movie to see.
ut it enthusiastically describes the kind of edu-
cational environment they supposedly require.

Won't even allow a measly experiment with
choice! Can you beat it for backwardness? The
anti-voucher minority in the Texas Senate may be
able to deny George Bush a political pelt, but only
lﬁw muddying the high aspirations they profess.

ore and more Americans are choosing the path
of educational liberation: home-schooling «ir
kids or sacrificing to put them in private schools,
n:'_b perhaps higher-quality public schools in the sub-
uros.

Vouchers is largely about helping those low-
income families for whom such expedients aren’t
readily obtainable. Kick the poor to help the poor
— it’s an odd mmmacwd ogram, but these, you'll
doubtless agree, are times.

Murchison

William Murchison’s column is distributeq by Cre-
8
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B! T.E. Jenkins
Big Smm Corragmndent

BIG SPRING — According to the
old adage, everything in Texas is
bigger, and Big Spring residents
proved it Thursday afternoon by
dedicating the nation’s tallest wind
turbines.

Officials from York Research,
the owners and operators of the
wWind Project facilities, and TU
Electric’'s Big Spring manager,
Mike Hammock, were on hand for
the ceremony that set the blades of
the 370-foot-tall turbine in motion.

The Wind Project is to provide
electrical power for a large portion
of Big Spring and surrounding
Howard County.

The monster turbine, along with
three others, are billed as larger
than the Statue of Liberty, the U.S.
Capitol or a 747 jetliner. Each tur-
bine generates an estimated 1,650
kilowatts of energy.

Hammock said TU Electric has
contracted with York Research to
purchase electricity for the next 15
years.

“It costs a little more to produce,

.but we feel it is important to

explore the idea of a renewable
energy source, and the people of
Texas have made it clear as well
that they want to see more renew-
able energy.

“All of the sources of energy that
we have right now are either lim-
ited to fuel or emit things into the
air that we really want to keep to
a minimum,” Hammock said

“These turbines can provide us
with an energy source that will
never run out, and that’s the wind.
We can produce energy like this
without it having a negative
impact on the Earth, and that’'s
really what Earth Day is all about.

“Of course, there are some dis-

"advantages to the wind turbines. It

is slightly more expensive than
conventional methods, and it takes
a great deal of land to make a pro-
ject like this work. We are looking
at this as a pilot project, though,
and we hope it will spur others into
looking for ways to use these
renewable energy sources.”
Hammock reported that testing
of the facilities began Wednesday
and all tests so far looked good.
“This really does represent a
major achievement,” he said.
York Research’s Robert Palodi-
no, alsoon hand for the ceremony,
said the project has been well-
received by consumers and the
community.
“A lot of people are really excit-

. ed about the idea of renewable
‘energy,

and they should be,”
Palodino said. “We need to find a

+ better way of producing energy,
' and that is our goal with this pro-

ject. We want clean air and clean

' water and a source of energy that
, won't be depleted in the future.

“The project has gone really

“well. We are actually ahead of

schedule right now, and we have
had a lot of help and support from

'the community of Big Spring. Of

course, we are still working out
some of the kinks in the system,
but that is expected when you are
dealing with brand new technolo-
gy. We are very pleased with the
way the project has gone.”

The turbines, Vestas-66 (V-66),
“are a colossal example of TU
Electric’s commitment to clean
air,” said Texas Utilities President
and Chief Operating Officer David
Biegler. “Our customers told us
they wanted green power, and we
responded. It's just fitting the
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Big Spring’s wind project
begins ‘catching clouds’

start-up day be on Earth Day.”

Along with the dedication of the
turbines was the naming of one of
the V-66 towers. Bauer-Magnet
Elementary fourth-grader Ro
Martinez, 11, who threw the cere-
monial switch that started the
blades of the turbine in motion,
came up with the winning name:
Cloud Catcher.

Robert was one of more than 60
children who submitted names for
the turbine.

When asked how he came up
with the name, Robert simply
said, “It looked like it was catch-
ing the clouds, so that’s just what
I namedit.”

Robert received a certificate, a
$125 check from York Research
and a $125 check from TU Electric.
A check for the same amount, $250,
was presented to Robert’s teacher
for the school.
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Living up to history

Midland student takes state pnze in Barbara Jordan essay contest I=

Daniel
Staff Writer

Midland students in the Barbara
Jordan Historical Essay Contest
had a lot of history to live up to this
year — in more ways than one.

Not only were they writing about
controversial issues and figures
shaping an ever-evolving history of
race relations in their community,
but in each of the previous three
years the contest had been offered,
a Midland student had taken a
prize at the state level.

Make that four.

Poppy Goodin, a junior at Lee
High School, took third place and
a $1,000 prize at the state compe-
tition Friday. The topic of her
winning essay was James Brad-
ford, former social studies chair at
Lee and a prominent educator
and civil rights figure in the com-
munity

“He had never been written
about,” said Miss Goodin. “He's a
really remarkable man.”

Miss Goodin said she was

impressed —

with Brad- ¢

ford's perse- - e had

v < :

er T8° never been
e r’:js written about.
social stud- ’

1es chair at He's a really
Carver High remarkable
School until -

its closing In man.

1968, Brad- _
f o r d — Poppy Goodin
endured the said about Mid-
injustices of lander James
institution- Bradford. the
alized subject of her
racism — vy
substandard winning essay
facilities

and text-

books rejected by white schools.

“It was hard listening to him,
and you could tell it was hard for
him to talk about the change,” said
Miss Goodin.

Miss Goodin got to travel to
Austin last Friday for the awards
ceremony and a keynote address
by renowned poet Nikki Glovanni
— as did the other two regional
winners: Kathryn Burke, who won
first place, and Cody Hansen, who
won second. Miss Goodin also won
third at the regional level before
winning her state award

Miss Burke wrote her paper
about Margie Titus, president of
the Midland NAACP

*1 didn't know who she was at
first.” said Miss Burke, but she
learned quickly from Ms. Titus,
whom she described as “very
friendly and very outgoing.”

“She was one of the neatest
ladies | 've met,” she said

Miss Burke also said Ms. Titus
changed her point of view on the
cluster system of busing students
to achieve integration

“When we were little, we got
shipped around pretty much
everywhere,” said Miss Burke. “]
really hated it, because it was hard
going to different schools for me .~

Hearing Ms. Titus' very differ-
ent viewpoint about the cluster sys-
tem as the only way integration in
Midland schools can happen
“helped me in the long run,” Miss
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] on the flag, but
Cody, who 18 In
their English
class, beat them
to it.

Hansen said a
recent contro-
versy over a
Lee High School
student’'s cen-
sored editorial
on the sensitive
topic was the

Burke said. spark for his

Hansen's topic was perhaps the
most controversial — not to men-
tion the most sought-after among
the group of 13 LHS students who
entered the contest: The Confed-
erate battle flag.

Both Miss Burke and Miss Good-
in said they wanted to do a paper

research.
“Surprisingly enough, it did not
fall along racial lines. I found peo-

ple from both races who were for
or against it,” said Hansen.

For the Midland students who
entered the contest, the expenence
of writing and researching was
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eye-opening, as was the irreverent

Keynote address by Ms. Giovanni
Friday.

Following a poetry slam com-
petition in which she did not par-
ticipate, Ms. Giovanni was just as
energetic, they said — speaking
about topics from cell phones to
race relations to homosexuality.

“She talked about pretty much
everything,” said Miss Burke. “It
was an awesome experience for
us.”

Aside from the 13 LHS students.
one Midland High School student
also entered in this year's Barbara
Jordan Essay Contest.

First- and second-place winners
at the state level were Emile Car-
rillo from Eisenhower High School
in Houston and Marie Delahousy
from LBJ High School in Austin.
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h Windows, Etc.
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25% OFF
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BEALLS
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BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP)
— President Slobodan Milosevic
has ac‘cepted the idea of a U.N.-
controlled “‘international pres-
ence  1n Kosovo if the NATO
bombing stops and the alliance
withdraws troops from Yugoslavi-
a’s borders, a Russian envoy said
Thursday.

It was unclear, however,
whether such a force would be
armed and under what guidelines
it would operate. NATO has insist-
ed on an armed presence in Koso-
vo to enforce any peace agree-
ment.

Milosevic has so far rejected
NATO demands to withdraw his
troops from Kosovo and grant
autonomy to the ethnic Albanian
majority there.

Following a daylong meeting
with Milosevic, former Russian
Premier Viktor Chernomyrdin
told reporters the two ‘“‘considered
conditions for the return of the
refugees’” and allowing interna-
tional aid agencies into the
province.

““We considered the possibility of
an international presence led by
the U.N. in which Russia would
take part. Those are the basic prin-
ciples we agreed upon,”’ Cher-
nomyrdin said.

He added that they also dis-
cussed ‘‘the continuation of talks
about wide autonomy for Kosovo,
the possible decrease of Serb
forces in Kosovo and simultaneous
withdrawal of NATO forces from
the Yugoslav borders.”’

President Clinton, asked in
Washington to comment, said he
had not studied the offer but
added, “‘'I suppose that represents
some step forward.”’

“If it is true, it is at least the first

acknowledgment by Mr. Milosevic
that a security force is needed
there,”” Clinton said.
. Before departing for Moscow,
Chernomyrdin said that what kind
of international force it will be or
from which countries it would be
assembled had not yet been dis-
cussed.

A statement from Milosevic’'s
office, however, made no mention

Chinese building
new generation of
warships, weapons

BEIJING (AP) — China is mod-
ernizing its navy so it can project
power farther out to sea, but it still
has much ground to cover to catch
up with the United States, a navy
commander said.

Commander Shi Yunsheng's
comments, carried by China’s offi-
cial news agency, came In an
interview marking Friday’s 50th
anniversary of the People’'s Lib-
eration Army’'s naval forces.

Shi said the new generation of
ships and weapons will allow Chi-
na to intercept invaders in the open
ocean and not close to shore, as
China’s navy was limited to doing
In the past.

Shi said the navy also is devel-
oping still more modern warships,
missiles and torpedoes as it strives
to narrow the gap with other pow-
ers, the official Xinhua News
Agency reported Wednesday.
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Milosevic reportedly ready to accept
International presence’ in Kosovo

of any international force. It also
gave no indication the Yugoslav
leader had softened his hard-line
stance.

It said Milosevic and Cher-
nomyrdin ‘‘condemned the
aggression of NATO"” and said it
must be stopped immediately.

The statement added that
Yugoslavia and Russia were com-
mitted to ‘‘jointly work for a
peaceful resolution of the problems
in Kosovo, and that can be
achieved only through political
means.”’

Earlier Thursday, Russian
Defense Minister Igor Sergeyev
sald in Moscow that the country
will keep its nuclear forces on the
“highest level’’ of combat readi-

ness because of the NATO

airstrikes.

A top official at the military’s
General Staff, Col. Gen. Valery
Manilov, was quoted by the Inter-
fax news agency as saying Russia
may begin supplying weapons to
Yugoslavia if NATO sends in
ground troops.

President Boris Yeltsin, howev-
er, has insisted that Russia would
not intervene militarily, despite its
anger over NATO’s actions. And
NATO has so far denied plans to
send ground troops to Yugoslavia.

Sergeyev has said Russia could
beef up combat units because of
the Kosovo crisis, but it remains
unclear whether the government
will find the cash to do so.
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BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP)
directly against Slobo-
Milosevic for the first time,
NATO destroyed the luxurious
mansion that serves as the
Yugoslav president’s main resi-
dence in a pre-dawn missile attack
Thursday. | |
Russia, meanwhile, continued its
diplomatic efforts with special
envoy and former prime minister
Viktor Chernomyrdin holding
talks with Milosevic in Belgrade.
As allied leaders gathered In
Washington for a 50-year alliance
anniversary summit, NATO’s wal-
lop delivered a graphic message to
Belgrade that it remains resolved
to crush Milosevic’s forces if he
wen't pull them out of Kosovo and
commit to peace in the embattled

prowvince.

Yeltsin persists
in bid to remove
top prosecutor

MOSCOW (AP) — Ignoring a
strong rebuff from parliament,
Boris Yeltsin barreled ahead
Thursday with his bid to oust Rus-
sia’s top prosecutor, who threat-
ened to challenge the president in
court to keep his post.

Yeltsin insisted an order 1ssued
earlier this month suspending
Prosecutor General Yuri Skuratov
remained in force despite parlia-
ment's decision Wednesday to
keep Skuratov in his job.

Skuratov, who has been investi-
gating alleged Kremlin corrup-
tion, saild he was again barred
Thursday from entering his office.
He said he may appeal Yeltsin's
order in court.

Russian media and some politi-
cians suggested the decision In
Skuratov's favor by the upper
house of parliament, the Federa-
tion Council, has tilted the political
balance even further against
Yeltsin and may push him to crack
down on his enemies.

Yeltsin has long been trying to
get rid of Skuratov. The Federation
Council has now voted twice not to
fire him.

Yeltsin has argued the prosecu-
tor should be dismissed on moral
grounds after the release of a
videotape showing a man bearing
a strong resemblance to Skuratov
having sex with two women iden-
tified as prostitutes.

The president has suspended
Skuratov while i1nvestigators
check whether criminal suspects
provided him with the women in
the videotape on condition that he
drop cases against them.

The business daily Kommer-
sant and other media speculated
Thursday that Yeltsin may reshuf-
fle the Cabinet and disband the
Communist-dominated lower
house, the State Duma, which 1s
scheduled to begin an impeach-
ment debate against him in May.

The presidential envoy to the
Duma, Alexander Kotenkov.
denied Thursday that any such
moves were In the making.

Yeltsin on Thursday dismissed
Ruslan Orekhov, his senior legal
aide who was recently appointed
as his liaison with the upper house.

The upper house set up a panel
Thursday to look into Skuratov's
claims of high-level corruption.
Yeltsin said through spokesman
Dmitry Yakushkin that he sup-
ported the move but warned law-
makers against making the anti-
corruption efforts a political 1ssue.

Skuratov’s probe has focused on
alleged bribe-taking by top gov-
ernment officials responsible for
awarding large construction con-
tracts to the Swiss company Mabe-
tex. Kremlin officials and Mabetex
have denied any wrongdoing, and
no one has been charged.

Polish Senate votes
to remove crosses,
save one, close to

former death camp

WARSAW, Poland (AP) —
Poland’s Senate amended a law on
former Nazi death camps Thurs-
day to allow a giant cross erected
in 1988 to remain by the Auschwitz
museum, but to remove some 200
smaller crosses planted around it
over the past year.

Jewish organizations had said
the crosses disturb the memory of
more than 1 million Jews killed at
Auschwitz and nearby Birkenau
and should be removed.

The Senate voted 58-7 with 26
abstentions for the amendment,
which now goes to the lower house,
the Sejm. A vote could be held as
early as Friday.

The tall cross, which stands 26
feet high, was used during the 1979
mass celebrated by Polish-born
Pope John Paul II at Birkenau. It
was placed outside the gates of
Auschwitz in 1988 to commemorate
152 Poles executed on that site by
Nazis in 1941, and is visible from
inside the camp.

Roman Catholics from across
Poland planted scores of smaller
crosses around it to protest the
demands for its removal.

Crime Doesn't Pay. But We Do.

.........

Milosevic and his family were
not home during the attack,
according to state officials; he
has at least orfe other residence in
the capital. NATO says that since
the bombing campaign began
March 24, Milosevic has spent
each night in a different bunker.

As refugees continued to stream
out of Kosovo, where hundreds of
thousands of ethnic Albanians
remained displaced from their
homes, NATO jets rained dozens of
missiles on the Pristina area in
what the Yugoslav state news
agency Tanjug called the fiercest
daytime attack there yet.

“NATO cannot permit a rebirth
of fascism in Europe’’ a half-cen-
tury after the Holocaust, British
Foreign Secretary Robin Cook
said in Washington. *‘Our military

W. A season of

warm sunshine,

campaign is proving effective.”

Missiles also targeted
Yugoslavia's second-largest city,
Novi $Sad, in a rare daytime
attack.

But the most startling strike
was the one before 4 a.m. that
ripped into the white two-story
mansion in Belgrade's Dedin)e
district where Milosevic some-
times lives.

Tree limbs, pieces of concrete,
shards of glass and other debris
carpeted the columned mansion’'s
grounds. Streaks of black soot
dirtied arches where elegant win-
dows once stood, and one side had
a gaping hole.

Yugoslav officials expressed
outrage over what they said was an
attempt to kill their leader, saying
three laser-guided bombs blasted

S

WORLD
NATO jets destroy Milosevic’s main residence in latest airstrikes

0¢

Milesevic’'s bedroom, living room
and dining room.

“NATO committed a criminal
act?withnul precedence — an
assassination attempt against the
president of a sovereign state,”
said Goran Matic, a government
mimister.

NATO and other Western offi-
cials called the building a presi-
dential command post and legiti-
mate military target.

“‘Milosevic himself is not a tar-
get,”’ said White House spokesman
Joe Lockhart. **“The command and
control centeris.”

American officials have insisted
they are not trying to kill the
Yugoslav leader. U.S. law bans
assassination attempts on other
countries’ leaders but no prohibi-
tion exists for hitting facilities —
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misses linen-look separates

Career-minded jackets, skirts and pants in spring
brights and neutrals from Preston & York.
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save 33%

misses career collections

Office-savvy pieces from a famous New York
maker, America’s favorite designer ar.c
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designer and America’s favorite designer.
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save 33%

petites sportswear
Career and casual looks from America’s favorite
designer and other famous makers.
Orig. 32.00-216.00, now 21.44-144.72.

save 33%

Dillard’'s Woman sportswear
Business-savvy career collections from your
favorite makers in soft, spring colors.

Orig. 66.00-188.00, now 44.22-125.96.

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American
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save 33%

misses country collections

Lots of comfortable, casual countrythemed
separates from a name you know!'
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save 25%

ladies casual sportswear
Bechamel and Westbound misses separates, plus
looks from a California maker for misses, petites and
Dillard’'s Women. Orig. 32.00-138.00, now 24.00-103.50.

save 33%

juniors sportswear

So many spring trend-setters from My Michelle,
Labelle, In San Francisco and many more!
Orig. 18.00-44.00, now 12.06-29.48

save 25%

giris 2T-16 Easter dresses

Special occasion spring styles from Biscotti,
Bonnie Jean, My Michelle and more.
Orig. 25.00-70.00, now 18.75-52.50.

save 25%
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* Midland Park Mall, 697-7911 :

giris 7-16 spring collections
Her favorite colors and styles for spring from
' Esprit, Wrapper and all her favorites.
-+ Orig. 18.00-38.00, now 13.50-28.50.
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which may also be a leader’s res-
idence — that are considered
command and control centers.

Last December, several of Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein’'s
palaces and a house belonging to
Saddam’s daughter were hit tgur-
ing U.S. and British air attacks.
And in 1989, the Air Force took out
Libyan leader Moammar Gad-
hafi’s house and his tent in a raid
on Tripoli.

The NATO attack Thursday sig-
naled a new, more personal phase

in its military campaign against _

Yugoslavia, coming one day after
missiles slammed into a Belgrade
high-rise that housed Milosevic’s
governing party and a radio and
TV station owned by his daughter.

The house, surrounded by a high
fence and typically patrolled by

guards, had belonged to Yugoslav
communist leader Josip Broz Tito,
whose marble tomb stands just 50
yards behind the house.

The attack came hours before
Russia’s Chernomyrdin arrived
in Belgrade to talk with Milosevic
about the conflict. Russia, which
shares cultural and Slavic ties
with Yugoslavia, hopes to use its

influence to help Belgrade reach a
settlement with the Western pow-
ers who are launching the
airstrikes.

Chernomyrdin held talks with

‘Milosevic in the Yugoslav presi-
dent’'s White Palace that lasted

into the evening while air-raid
sirens wailed outside.

B More world news/6B
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men’s designer sportswear
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your favorite All-American designer.
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Selected dinnerware, glasses, lighting and more
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Movie buff Pat
Stanton says she’ll

robably see “The

atrix,” not
because the story
necessarily appeals
to her, but because
the film is touted as
carrying the art of
special Eﬁft‘ﬂ 1o a
new level.

By Georgie Temple
Illusmn. deception and misdirec-
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tion form part of the stock in

. trade for the creators of film's
_ special effects. From Georges
Fooling the eye into believing it’s not what it is... { gn SHecialetiecs. From Georpes
= _ ' grand illusions of the early 20th
w‘ m" m manager . - -~ R, § century to John Gaeta's reality-
o bending computer graphics of
the 1990s, the sleight-of-hands
wizards have entranced audi-

: | ’ : ences with their film magic.
Gm m behlnd = R A successful special effect must fool
y § _ ’ the eye into believing it’s not what it is, a spe-
mcks Of m Matrix _ , cial effect. At least, that’s what Reggie Noland,
| A J! manager of Blockbuster, looks for. He also appre-
v I: i . N ‘ ciates those that make him question: ““How’d they
N.Y %mj;*?g:i{;‘g:n-ire , R, - ' - do this?’ And for me not to know how they did it” is
‘ | ) i g vty impurﬁant “You know it;_s f:ll fake, but you don’t nick
_ e 3 AR S pick where you know it's fake.”
‘ HZrT E;g{]lxi.ml%ihﬂen 5:311{1 " He cited as an example of a movie that failed to cre-
I : : ate the illusion successfully “Escape from L.A." with
flick that has resurrected Kurt Russell
T e e e e .
weeks, grossing $72.9 million. Some peo- ) ; t 2 said. “It wasn’t even believable, and that’s what
Jle find the plot a bit muddled or. at the E ¥ W 5 turns most people off. It looks like a special
%eaqt hardp to follow: The dreams S ol W N effect, and he’'s supposed to be doing some-
e gy a2 . thing, and you say, ‘Right.” To me, that's what
keep blending into reality, and real- o killed the movie really quick.
ggnitslf;tlérse%?';{lltg ?111?3 ?ﬁ; T;;di,g . b , 4 Noland cited such movies as “Blade,” all the “Star
putet 1 e ®  Wars' films, “Armageddon,” “War of the Worlds,” “Inde-
web a very cool thing, an ‘““Alice in : dence Dav” and the latest *Codailla® antato (f
Wonderland’’-cum-*‘Blade Runner’’ ' ) v — pendence Day” and the latest “Go a” as containing effec-
Fl"

- w P 9P W W PP TN TR

R : : tive special effects.

2:‘;}(?GEHPIng}llgﬁt}ﬂlslin&§I$T£;::r-'§£:52IEEE:SSE E‘s fnr.“ThE Matrix,” currently a‘b*ﬂx office hit financially, Noland

the buzz is Elbﬂl:ll the jHW-drnpping spec'ial effects. _ ; " noiid Sdld “I'm SUITE' for a lﬂt of DE"{}D]E itsa blg deal. But I know how
Those are the work of John Gaeta, 33: the people ' it’s dgnedll s not a big deal to me. I guess I know too much for my

v - . . ' . . A . own EgOOA.

¥ iima i CuCirans cvepea Mamon SaE I ) *“Rick Prue. manager of Hastings, cited “The Fifth Element

ic. Over the phone from his San Francisco office - Nl with Bruce Wills as “a pretty good movie,” and mentioned

last week, the visual-effects supervisor is &= - _ “Armageddon, “St_ar 'I_‘rek Ingurrgc;mn tllal comes out on video

tossed a big fat softball, right over the plate: .’ : ' in May, and the upcoming “Star Wars” film as “the kind of movie that

' | [ like.” He laughed. “I like all movies. Who am 1 kidding?”

Please see GURU/2B Please see LOCAL/2B

it e TR q SN ‘Sorcerer of the Screen’

ders include: At top, “The

Matrix"; Next, from e, IS o S Melies opened door to special effects in late 1800s
“Jurassic P:rk,“ and ‘ | - | T :
¢ wee Armageddon™; above, & : ' _ T =, By Georgia Temple book “Film Tricks: Special Effects in the
. he mln_‘ above rigit, : “ & o Movies.” “The audience, however, couldn’t
“Toy S‘tory ; and &t right, . s . « W arkness shrouded the basement of the have reacted more emotionally if they had
What Dreams May e ' ' Paris cafe. A train hurtled toward the been watching ‘The Exorcist.’”

Come. 35 guests %athered for the premiere So taken by the demonstration was Melies
demonstration of the Lumiere brothers’ Cin- that he attempted that night to buy the revo-
ematographe. lutionary machine, which was capable of

Women screamed. Men ducked under photographing, printing and projecting
their seats. A few swooned. motion pictures. He was willing to pay any
Georges Melies watched, fascinated. A price. When he spoke with the inventors’

magician who had spent years equipping the father, Antonio Lumiere, he was advised to
Theatre Robert [{oudin, which he had save his money.

bought when he was 27, Melies saw a new “In a remark that has to rank as one of the

way of making magic. world’s most short-sighted predictions”

The program the world’s first filmgoers Schechter and Everitt said Lumiere senior |
viewed on Dec. 28, 1895, “consisted of little told Melies “that the motion picture ‘may be |
more than a collection of home movies: exploited as a scientific curiosity, but apart ‘

workers leaving a factory, a baby eating its  from that it has no commercial future what-
dinner, a train pulling into a station,” said soever.’” |

Harold Schechter and David Everitt in their

T T " e e e S e I I i -
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"GURU: Gaeta sees himself as designer who wants work to be more than just glitter

ratification 1 have ever
gotten been on this project and
with pu@le saying it was seam-
less. re filmmakers ?emre
desperate to feel part o €
process, and when we're detached
and used as glittc. themn — |
mean, some are content
with that, but that's not the case
Wﬂmhktm)self whois a

Eﬂ Matrix.”" which opened
March 31 to mixed reviews, stars
Reeves as a computer hacker who
lives in a future as the

present, controlled by computers

gooC IC Far iC
excaher DOOr
“The Matrnix”. a sc-f1 thnller
starnng Keanu Reeves and Lau-

rence Fishburne opened recent-
ly in Midland “The Matnx"
was directed by the Wachewska
brothers

TIM: When vou think about
great movies, you should think
about the expenence of attend-
ing this movie. Dhd the story or
setling transport you away from
your daily life and into the worild
of the movie? “"The Matnx™"
not only creates a new world. 1t
even challenges the current
world we live in. “The Matnx’
itself 1s a computer program for
humans in the 22nd century_ It
replicates the late 20th century
for human slaves. while therir
bodies are used as sources of
energy for machines Several
22nd century bumans have
escaped. and are revolting
against their machine con-
trollers. It 1s both an exciting
and intnguing environment

DAVID: | agree with you
Tim. Every once I1n a while a
film comes along that creates a
world so vivid, so unusual, and
so thought provoking, that 1t
haunts you long after your first
viewing and begs you to come
back for a second look. Like
“Blade Runner®™ and “Dark
City,” “The Matrix™ mixes equal
parts science fiction and film
noir into an action film that will
frighten, amaze, and even
enlighten you Based on a good
book most of us read, “The
Matrix” tells the story of Neo. a
computer hacker. Neo discovers
that the world he thought was
real is only a computer simula-
tion. Making this discovery as he
is reborn into the real world Neo
must look into his own soul o
find the strength to become
humanity’s savior

TIM: In many ways, | was
excited by this film The con-
cept, much like the Terminator
movies. is believable vet futur-
istic. Some of the best science
fiction results in a2 world so
believable that we are [right-
ened by the possibililes. Some
might even call these futurnistic
horror movies. The film style of
“The Matrix” i1s a mix of action,
sci-fi, Japanese kung fu and
even a little romance. In addi-
tion, the special effects are out

Opening Night
Party sponsored and
catered by H-E-B

(the Matrix). There are rebels
and they think Reeves is thewr sav-
ior. But it was the efifects, not the
that pushed the movie to set
x-office precords for early
On “60 Minutes™ a few weeks
ago, “Star Wars™ maven George
Lucas discussed with Diane
Sawyer the artifice involved with
q:eciale{fecu—andthtpeoph
who about what they
saw as this newiangled comput-
enzed tnckery. Hey.
effect, wake up. It's mowvies’ It's
all make-believe, every bit of it
Filmmakers have always used
whatever tools and technology
have b~en available to attempt to
enhance the cinematic experi-
ence. Georges Mehes did it In “A
Trip to the Moon™ " in 1902. Even
poor old Ed Wood did the best he
could with strings and wires In
“Plan 9 From Outer Space 1In
1959

“Totally, absolutely.”” savs Gae-
ta, wholeheartedly backing
Lucas’s comments “‘It's lLike

Impressionism. What are you
going to do® Shoot down Impres-
sionism because it's not totally

MCT rmmr director

of this world. Even if vou end up
not hking the story. you've got to
love the visuals

DAVID: With a dazzling
array of unbelievably believ-
able special effects, a ught
thniller/action script. martial
arts like vyou have never seen
before. and razor sharp perior-
mances by the entire cast. espe-
cially Reeves as Neo and
Lawrence Fishburne as Mor-
pheus. “The Matnx™ turns a
strangely famihar plot into a
heart-pounding maze. It will
make vou think twice about the
reality of the world you see as
you exit the theater and may
even bring you closer to God A
word of caution: This film ¢9n-
tains violence. language. and
disturbing images that may not
be suited to evervone's taste. If
vou dislike loud music. long
sequences of gunfire, or the
occasional gory effect, you may
not like this movie However, if
you want to be entertained and
challenged, then "The Matnx’
may be a revelation for you

TIM: | agree — this movie iIs
not for everyone. Those who
enjoy action and science fiction
will get a kick out of this movie
In addition, the fight sequences

are very entertaining, and the |

bad guys are both scary and fun-
ny — not an easy task. In the
end. | believe that the brothers
W have created an very enter-
taining movie. However, their
mixture of styles — the gunfight
in the subway might remind
yvou of a shoot-out at the OK cor-
ral — and the lame love twist at
the end slightly weaken the
overall movie. However, it does
not prevent 1t from getting a
Gusher

DAVID: “The Matnx” is film-
making and storytelling at its

best. In a vear when one would
expect the new Star Wars film to
take all the Oscars for special
effects and design, “The Matrix”
may surprise everyone, even
George Lucas. For an exciting
film experience get caught up in
“The Matrix " It is not only a
gusher, it's a full-fledged
blowout'

Two gushers for “The Matrix”
— now playing at the Hollywood
Tall City Ten

Co—Produced by
Norwest Bank

April 9-24, 1999
682-4111 or 570-4011

Midland Community Theatre
2000 West Wadley, Midland, TX 79705

realistic hke the masters
did®”° The anti-special-effects
comnents “‘are hke a yoke as far
as I'm concerned. Technology and
mmmﬁhmm

er.’
A CURIOUS ROLE
But the  special-efiects teams

mmamm They re
an integral part of the overall
package, vet they are detached
from the actual assembily of the
film.

“Yeah "'says Gaeta “mt'supto
the creators of the Niim, the pro-
ducers and directors, to decide
whether it's going to have a seam-
less integration, and most of them
decide not, because of, | guess,
naivety or thinking visual effects
1S a service that 1s snapped on as
a post (-production) process to
attract viewers in a razzly-dazzly
way, but not necessanly with Ay
shots they rely on to tell stones.’

And what trmﬁes might fall into
that categnr) “Without naming
names”®’’ says Gaeta, with a
laugh. ““There are a lot of films
that I find so absolutely pristine
that 1t seems the stones were
propped up to deliver that visual.

whether these be dinosaur movies
or where there 's a twister”' and the
plot seems ““a vehicle 1o get you to
that immage.” (Whew. At least
Gaeta didn’'t name names. )
m'u.tlhemm‘l‘he
Matrix ° e e
Wachowski brothers (writer-
directors Larry and Andy) and |
hit it off from the beginning We're
the same age. we have the same
Which are? ““The whole Gen X-
alternative entertainment needs.
ranging from comic books to
deviant cult movies to taste in sci-
fi and music In general, which is
an unspoken tie.”’ Also. and obvi-
ously, a love of the Japanese-
style animation called anime. in
which a camera follows an object
mmouopmlemovmgtheaudj
ence’'s viewpoint.
Gaetartlatestheledmﬂashd
“The Matrnx'' — its sometimes
dizzying pace, its mix of darkness
and hght, of edginess and seeming
randomness — (o the mostly
instrumental musical genre
known as electromica. “‘It's a
movie made for and by people who
have grown up with computer

technology, digital presentation,
and electromica, where the end

result is a composite of samples of
other things, a blend of influences
leading to a higher state. | think
the movie business is going to
expenience some form of this dig-
ital blender, and | think the
Wachowski brothers . . . hit an
audience which is basically com-
fortable with snappy digital pre-
sentation, the nuances.”

Wamner Bros., the studio that
released the film, liked the early
scenes Gaeta and company were
working on so much it allowed the
filmmakers to more than double
the number of special-effects
shots to more than 400

THE BEAUTY OF FLO-MO

Gaeta has a lot to be proud of,
| a scene in which Reeves
appears to dodge and outrun bul-
lets. This is a multiple still-camera
effect that Gaeta equates with
stop-motion photography, some-
thing he calls “‘flow-mo.”” (The
cameras shoot multiple images of
an undulating Reeves.) There are
several scary roof-to-roof-in-a-sin-
gle-bound jumping scenes.
(How’d he do that?) There are

many odious creatures and face-
bendmg effects, but Gaeta says
after the flow-mo he is most

leascd with the creepy ‘‘fetus
fleld * in which the machines that
look like men harvest the bumans
they need to supply thelr life-giv-
ing electrical char “It took
over a yeartodo, a Il $ a mirac-
ulous achwvement in computer
graphics,”’ he says. "It contains
mneofthenmlmw:: textures
I've ever seen.

Gaeta, who admires the work of
H. R. Giger, the designer of the
aliens in the “‘Aliens’’ movies,
went to film school at New York
University, worked on the “‘Sat-
urday Night Live'’ animations,
and cut his teeth on animated-TV
ads. He spent five years in the
Berkshires with Mass Illusions,
the company that evolved into
Manex when it moved to the West
Coast 1 1/2 years ago. (Manex
employs between 20 and 100 peo-
ple, depending on the work need-
ed to be done, and 40 at the
moment.) Gaeta says he served as
an associate visual-tech supervi-
sor on ‘‘Starship Troopers,”
“Eraser,”” and ‘Judge Dredd."

LOCAL.: M|dlanders have their favorite special effects films

(From 1B)

Cathy Smith, a reference
libranan at Midland County
Public Library, also “loves
movies” but watches “art films.
I just don't like special effects
movies

‘I haven't given them much of
a chance |'m sure they are won-
derful I ve always been disap-
pointed — blowing things up and
people peeling their faces off

just doesn t do anything for me
I m more 1nto the people-sitting-

at-the-dinner-table-talking-for-
:'-rr,khuurs movies.”

Movie buff Pat Stanton has
her favorntes in the special
effects/science fiction category
beginning with “Close Encoun-
ters of the Third Kind,” which
she called “very intelligent.

“The special effects at the
ume. | would say were cuttng
edge. I'm a fan of ‘Star Wars’
movies, but they re not my per-
sonal favorites. However, I'm
really looking forward to ‘Phan-
tom Menace’ to see what that's
like

“‘Contact | personally loved
Again. 1t was intelligent. That's
what draws me to films a lot. |
think the acting was outstanding
and the special effects very
good. I did notice a similanty of
the special effects 1n ‘2001 when
I reviewed those films together.
and that needless to say, 1s a
>lassic.”

Ms. Stanton also en)oyed “Gat-
tica, calling it a “futunistic
movie that posed some very
iInteresting questions,” and the
“Star Trek™ movies “bec_use |
grew up watching ‘Star Trek

Most likely Ms. Stanton will
se¢ “The Matrix.” not because
the story necessanly appeals to
her. but because the film 1s tout-
ed as carrying the art of special
effects to a new level

“The Matrix™ is, Prue said,
“into the inter-dimensional stuff.

Like ‘Contact,” but not about
space travel, but about other
dimensions.”

“] think the commercial sayvs,
‘No one knows what ‘The
Matrix’ 1s.” said Rob Gilbert of
Hollywood Video. He laughed
and added. "] don't think anvone
knows.”

Gilbert spoke of the trend-set-
ting movies that “made the
mark higher. ciuing “Termina-
tor I1.” "Tov Story™ and “Juras-
sic Park.” calling the latter “the
first big animal movie. and
many have followed suit. How
many times can vou watch a big,
giant animal tearup a city?”

He also mentioned “The
Lawnmower Man.” “"Armaged-
don.” “Blade™ and “The Fifth
Element”™ as having good special
effects

“There's so many great sci-
ence-fiction movies.” Gilbert
said. “For every generation,
someone has a new high mark.
‘Jaws’ was a real good movie for
when 1t was made, or the ‘Star
Wars movies. Can't forget

Readers’ picks

We want to hear from you. We are looking for movie fans who want o add
their opinions 10 Reviews & Previews. 10 qualify, send us a mini-commen-
tary, preferably no more than 50 words each, about one or more of the fol-
mmm favorite actor; favorite actress; or a movie now showing
here. Send your comments, name, address, and telephone number (email
address and photo of yourself f you want) 1o Reviews & Previews editors
Missy Hallmark and Georgia Temple. By mail: Midland Reporter-Telegram,
P.O. Box 1650, Midiand, Texas 79702. By facsimile: (915) 570-7650. By

email: mhal @ basiniink.com.

[

HESPECIAL GUEST
VU HITE

ANIGHT OF COMEDY

RID.

Gilbert looks for a “believabili-
tv factor”™ in movies. “If some-
thing looks really terrific but
still looks reasonable, then I'd
rather watch that type of movie
than something that s way out-
landish.”

The best looking movie he's
“seen in his life” isn’t listed
above and isn't one that most
think of when it comes to special
effects despite being packed
with them — “What Dreams
May Come™ starring Robin

Wilhams.
VUCH

“That to me 18 probably one of
the best looking movies I've ever
seen in my life,” Gilbert said. “A
lot of people didn’t really care
for the story, but from a visual
point of view, it's really stun-
ning."

A question currently buzzing
among movie buffs i1s one that
also could be asked of “The
Matrix.” “How will the new ‘Star
Wars' affect movie making?

“It's my understanding that all
the movie (‘Phantom Menace’)
was shot on sound stages that
only had scenery that was six
feet tall,” said Tim Jebsen, exec-
utive director of Midland Com-
munity Theatre. “And all the
rest was added by computers.

*So, you're almost starting to
see the elimination of physical
scenery and the insertion of
computer-generated scenery,
and that will change people’s
perception of the possibilities of
where movies can go. It's almost
a reverse of what happened In
the ‘30s and '40s and '50s when
all the movies were shot in Hol-
lywood on sound stages and then
moved to shooting on location.

“Now there may be no need to
go on location if you can add the
scenery later and have a great
scene. Eventually, what you can
do in a $40 million movie may
expand to be more than it used
to be.”

ADO ABOUT

"NOTHING

April 16,17, 18, 23 and 2¢

Friday and Saturday Performances - 8PM

Sunday Matinee - 2:30PM

- The Globe Theatre

Call (915)332-1586 or 580-3177

THIS PROJECT IS SPONSERED IN PART BY ASSISTANCE
FROM THE ODESSA COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES
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80, there’s nothing
to do in Midland?

Friday, April 23

The Bar: live entertainment, Toast, today and Saturday, 9 p.m.,
606 W. Missouri Ave. No cover. Call: 685-1757.

Blakemore Planetarium Sky Show: 1705 W. Missouri, Destiny
in Space, 8 p.m. Star talk and telescope viewing weather per-
mitting follows the show. Call: 683-2882.

i Jazz: live entertainment, The Seen, today and Saturday, 10 p.m.

' to 1:30 a.m., 2215 N. Midland Drive. No cover. Up charge on food
: I and drinks. Call: 689-7777.

Midland College Drama Department: dinner theater, today and
Saturday, “The Fantasticks,” 6: 30 p.m., Scharbauer Student Cen-
ter. Call: 682-4111.

Midland Community Theatre: DRAMA: Dancing at Lughnasa,
through April 24, 8 p.m., Davis Theatre F, 2000 W. Wadley. Reser-
vations: 682-4111 or 570-4011. Admission charged.

| Midland Hilton: comedy club live, today and Saturday, first
comedian at 9:30 p.m., runs around two hours, 117 W. Wall Ave.,
I; downtown. Call: 683-6131. Reservations recommended.

ODESSA — Globe Theatre, 2308 Shakespeare Road, Odessa Col-
lege campus, mday and Saturday, Shakespeare’s “Much Ado
3 About Nothing,” 8 p.m. Call: 580-3177 or (915) 332-1586.

ODESSA — Live entertainment 9 p.m. Monday through Satur-
day at Chelsea Street Pub, Music City Mall. No cover charge. Use
outside entrance after mall hours. Entertainment for May 3-8,
Rocky Richardson.

Movies: opening today in Midland: “Lost & Found” and
“Pushing Tin” at Hollywood Tall City 10. Oscar winners currently
showing: “Life is Beauuful“ and “Shakespeare in Love,” Midland
Park Mall, and “Saving Private Ryan,” North Park Cinema.

I Saturday, April 24

- | American Airpower Heritage Museum: 9600 Wright Drive, Mid-
land International Airport, seminar, 2: 30 p.m., “The Other Side:
" Growing Up in Hitler's Germany,” Remembrance of War series.
Call: 563-1000.

,| Bingham Dance Center: 2: 30 Junior Division, 6: 30 p.m. Senior
Division, Lee High School Auditorium, 46th annual Spring Pro-
gram, “Tumbleweed County.”

! Blakemore Planetarium Sky Show: 1705 W. Missouri, Destiny
I in Space, 1 p.m., and Sudden Impact, 2:30 p.m.. Call: 683-2882.

Sunday, April 25

1 Blakemore Planetarium Sky Show: 1705 W. Missouri, Destiny
in Space, 2: 30 p.m., and Sudden Impact, 4 p.m.. Call: 683-2882.

|| Wednesday, April 28

The Press Box Sports Cafe, 3303 N. Midkiff Road, live enter-
tainment weekends and some weekdays. Show time is 8: 30 week-
|| days and 9:30 p.m. weekends unless noted otherwise.

| This week: today, Psycho Tropikal Phunk; April 29, Falling
| Jupiter; April 30 and May 1, Oil Pan Jack.

' Thursday April 29

Midland College: 6:30 p.m., Student Art Show, McCormick
Gallery, 8 p.m. concert, C hdpdt‘l‘dl Singers, Wagner and Brown
& || Auditorium, both in Allison Fine Arts Center, campus. Free.

Midland High School Auditorium:
“Sweeney Todd; The Demon Barber of Fleet Street,”
ets: $4 adults, $2 students. At the door.

MHS Theatre presents
7p.m. Tick-

Coming Up
The Midland-Odessa Symphony & Cherale: 3 p.m., May 2, Lee

High School Auditorium, Landis & Company Theatre of Magic,
“Magic Vaudeville at the Pops.” call: 563-0921.

Summer Mummers: kick off party, 7 p.m., April 30, Yucca The-
atre. 208 N. Colorado Ave. Auditions: May 24, Cole Theatre, 2000
| W. Wadley Ave. Call: 682-4111.

Midland College Fine Arts Center Wagner and Brown Audito-
rium: 8 p.m., April 30, art song and arias, Lisa Schaffer-Harris.

USO Show: Retired & Senior Volunteer Program: “Victory on
! | Stage,” 8 p.m., May 1, Yucca Theatre, 208 N. Colorado Ave.,8 p.m.,
' dinner 6: 30-7: 30 p.m. Call: 683-1933.

West Texas Jazz Society & First Presbyterian Church: 7p.m.,
Mav 2, “Duke Ellington Sacred Concerts,” 800 W. Texas Ave. Free.

i ¥ W
i

To be listed in this column, please send name of performers or
show, location, date, time, admission price and contact number
to Reviews & Previews, Midland Reporter-Telegram, 201 E. Ill1-
nois Ave., Midland, Texas 79701, Fax: Reviews & Previews, 570-
7650. or email: mhal@basinlink.com. The information must be In
the Reporter-Telegram office on Monday to run in Friday's list-
ing.
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SHOWING AT THE BLAKEMORE PLANETARIUM
Fruda Satu Sum{a?
¥ DESTINY IN

DESTINY |
NO SPACE SPACE
2:30 PM

PUBLIC 1:00 PM
SHOWING — -

SUDDEN IMPACT:
METEORS

THIK SUDDEN IMPACT:
FRIDAY METEORS

4:00 PM
Star-talk in deme following all shows. Please nolici

2:30 PM
[Iq”le MUSEUM OF THE SOUTHWEST
LAl J1705 W. MISSOURI, MIDLAND, TEXAS

SINGLE SHOW: ADULTS: 53, CHILDREN AGE 12 AND UNDER: 52

For more information ¢

“‘pushing fin’ lokes us into o new worid...rowdyy, raunchy and acion-packed.”

Peter Travers, Rolling Stone

“thornton and cusack’s M ﬂlﬂ infense fWﬂJ'fy makes this film H)’ 4

Sara Edwards, NBC-TV
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change in show times and show hitles!

915-683-2882

DOUBLE SHOW: ADULTS: $3, CHILDREN AGE 12 AND UNDER: $2 * NO LATE SEATING
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SORCERER: Melies was first, foremost a magician

(From 1B)

Fortunately, for all the 20th
century fans and creators of spe-
cial effects in film, Melies was
determined to have what he
wanted. He went to London
where he purchased a motion-
picture projector from another
inventor and film pioneer,
Robert W. Paul, and converted
the machine into a camera.

“His earliest films were very
much like the Lumieres’:
straightforward recordings of
such everyday subjects as a
group of men playing cards, a
ship leaving port, a gardener
burning weeds,” said Schechter
and Everitt.

His creative drive pushed him
to film one of his pet presenta-
tions. The result was disastrous.

“Although Melies had instantly
recognized the magical potential
of motion pictures, he apparent-
ly still did not know how to
exploit fully their unique capaci-
ty for creating illusions,”
Schechter and Everitt said. “He
had yet to learn that the secret
of creating successful visual
effects is not to make magic in
front of the camera, but to make
magic with the camera.”

How he learned the latter is an
often-told tale regarding a fortu-
itous accident that happened
when Melies was filming a street
scene at the Place de I'Opera 1n
Paris in 1896.

His camera jammed. Some
minutes passed before he had
his equipment working again.
Later, when he developed the
film, he was shocked to discover
a bus turned into a hearse and a
man, while crossing the street,
became a woman.

“A single glimpse of this star-
tling transformation, so the leg-
end goes, was all it took to set
Melies on the road to inventing
special effects,” said Schechter
and Everitt, who find “it’s
entirely possible that some such
cinematic accident did play a
part in Melies’s discovery of
stop-motion photography,” but
note that “it’s not strictly true
that he invented the technique,
since the Edison company had
used it as early as 1893 in its film
‘The Execution of Mary, Queen
of Scots.’”

Many of the special-effects
techniques pioneered by Melies
were adaptations of camera
tricks still photographers had
used for years, such as multiple
exposures, mattes and black
backgrounds, said Schechter
and Everitt who described
Melies as “a modern Merlin”
and his work “as theatrical per-
formances recorded on film.”

The “Sorcerer of the Screen”
was first and foremost a magi-

cian. said Schechter and Everitt.

“His primary interest was
filmed prestidigitation, not film
as an art form.”

Leon Barsacq presents anoth-
er perspective in his book “Cali-
gari's Cabinet and Other Grand
[1lusions: A History of Film
Design.

He calls Melies “the first to
consider cinema as an art”™ and
credits him as the “real creator
of the cinematic spectacle” cit-
ing “The Devil’'s Manor (fantas-
tic scenes),” “The Last Car-
tridges (historical scenes)
“A Terrible Night (comic
scenes)” as examples of the

and

variety of films Melies imag-
ined, produced and acted in him-
self in 1896.

“His very first films contain in
embryo all the comic, magical
or dramatic films made since,”

for 1 dozen/Reg. 2.99
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Some of Georges Melies’ films include at top: “The Conquest of the Pole,”

and above, “The Merry Frolics of Satan.”

Barsacq said. “While the inven-
tor of the Cinematographe,
Louis Lumiere, only ‘caught
nature in the act,” Melies invent-
ed the set.”

From the birth of motion pic-
tures, a “dialectic” developed,
said Rene Clair in the forward to
Barsacq's book. “The Lumiere
brothers, who came to films
from photography, focused on
aspects of reality — today their
followers talk of cinema-verite.

“In turn, Melies, who came to
fiims from illusionism and the
theater, was less interested in
reproducing what he saw than In
transforming it into what he
imagined. A magician, he pro-
duced as if from a hat a surreal
world that prefigured both the
distortions of Caligari and the
contemporaries of science fic-
tion.”

Melies employed conjuring
tricks, stage mechanisms,
pyvrotechnics and chemistry,
Barsacq said. “And he also dis-
covered — by chance — all the
cinematic tricks still used
today: the freeze frame, substi-
tution, the fade, superimposi-
tion, matting and counter-mat-
ting, and so on. He was also a
brilliant pioneer in the field of
set design.”

His great achievement,
Schechter and Everitt said,
“Was that he managed to devel-
op or successfully adapt from
other art forms — primarily the-
ater and still photography —
techniques which form the basis
of nearly every type of cinemat-
ic effect, including today’s high-
ly sophisticated wonders.

“To a large extent the history
of special effects consists of the
constant refinement, as motion-
picture technology has become
increasingly advanced, of meth-
ods introduced at the turn of the
century by Georges Melies.”

Free of chae bor

N a0y phone

inside Baskin Robbins

- Sat

11 pm e i

In addition to his talents as an
inventor, director, designer and
actor, Melies was an entrepre-
neur, said Barsacq. “He put his
brother, Gaston, at the head of
his New York branch (of Star

Films), sold his films throughout

the entire world, and in 1909
presided over the International
Congress of the Cinema, during
which a standard size film was
adopted.”

Between 1896 and 1912, Melies
made more than 500 films,
including in 1900, “The One-Man
Band,” where he appears as
every member of a seven-man
ensemble; in 1906, “The Merry
Frolics of Satan,” which con-
tains a supernatural steed that
remains today as one of the
screen’'s most imaginatively
macabre creations; in 1903, The
Melomaniac,” his most famous
musical fantasy; and in 1912,
“The Conquest of the Pole,”
which features the Frost Giant,
another of Melies's mechanical
marvels

Among his most famous short
films i1s “The Man with the Rub-
ber Head,”

smiling replica of his own head,

- =

jll
M atines
:I.
5

shot in 1897. The f1lm
features an oddball chemist, act-
ed by Melies, who takes a living,

places it on a table and begins
pumping it up to a giant size,

Today, Melies is best remem-
bered for his enchantments,
films like “Cinderella,” “The
Palace of the Arabian quht.s
“The Impossible Voyage,

“20,000 Leagues Under the Sea”
and “A Trip to the Moon,” which
are considered an important
contribution to the development
of the cinema.

“They were the first sustained,
imaginative narratives ever
made for the motion-picture
screen,” said Schechter and
Everitt.

Fewer than 90 of Melies’s
films have survived.

“Unfortunately, he ran his
business like an artisan, refus-
ing to enter into partnership or
to become a limited company,”
Barsacq said. “Finally the large
film companies, supported by
the banks, plagiarized his films
and ruined him. His work was
largely destroyed or scattered,
and he finished his days in a
charitable institution at Orly.”

In his later years, the man
who had started his career
against his will working in his
family’s shoe factory, sold toys
in a Paris subway station. He
died of cancer at the age of 77,on
Jan. 21, 1938.

Of himself, Melies said: “1 was
born an artist in my soul, ve
dexterous with my hands, skill-
ful in most things, inventive, and
an actor by nature. I worked
with both brain and hands.”
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backpack, what can I do to fend off this rudeness? library is an invaluable resource. y Men::bcrs. Ticket Bﬁuoks arc al?‘:’ available at the f”““‘t‘”’ng Roms o Shann
— MARRIED (REALLY!) IN ARIZONA businesses: Domain, Expressions, Ivy Cottage, Jonnies, instruction p
To receive a2 enllection of Abby’s most memorable )’ | ’
PEAR MARRIED (REALLY!): There is nothing — and most frequently requested — poems and Jumics Hallmark (Cuthbert Location) nr: g;ﬁﬁ
y?u can di;‘ to curbdtlllle ‘!'ult:lﬂnw.-s]fs EILd ?lgugfl:tietﬂtl;fﬂ_s fssays,l seemil1 a ausiness-sized, self-addressed enve- gram clothin,
of co-workers and hotel guests, but don't let their |ope, plus check or money order for $3.95 ($4.50 in - '
comments get to you. _ Canaga) to: Dear Abby’s ““Keepers,”” P.O. Box 447, I:‘or i lnfnrman_c-n, Please Call w: mﬁf
I see no reason why you should replace the ring Mount Morris, I1l. 61054-0447. (Postage is included.) Belinda Robin, Patty elerical chor
your husband placed on your finger. Nor should you _— 689-6752 697-0901 697-3922 .t:mc
have to carry around a copy of your marriage cer-  Abigail Van Buren's column is distributed by Univer - ping anc

tificate. A better way to get your miessage across sql Press Syndicate. one ?ljzmlfei
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PRIME TIME CALENDAR

CASA DE AMIGOS

Casa de Amigos is located at 1101 E. Garden Lane. For more infor-
mation about services provided call 682-9701. Activities include:

@ Monday: 9 a.m. billiards/bowling; 9:45 a.m. exercise; 10:15a.m.
crafts; 11:15 a.m. lunch; 12: 15 p.m. games.

‘B Tuesday: 9a.m. billiards; 9:45 a.m. gem and mineral; 10: 15a.m.
sing-a-long; 11:15 a.m. lunch; 12: 15 p.m. bingo.

B Wednesday: 9 a.m. billiards; 9:45 a.m. exercise; 10: 15a.m. advi-
sory meeting; 11:15 a.m. lunch; 12: 15 p.m. table games.

B Thursday: 9 a.m. billiards; 9:45 a.m. adult classes; 11:15 a.m.
lunch; 12:15 p.m. games.

B Friday: 9a.m. billiards; 10: 15 a.m. crafts; 11: 15 a.m. lunch; 12: 15
p.m. Bible study.

A

v

|

'

:

l

|

|

|

|

|

i

|

|

l

#

|

|

:

: MIDLAND YMCAs |

. The Midland YMCAs have many activities scheduled for Prime
« Time adults. For more information regarding available activities and
. classes contact Central YMCA, 800 N. Big Spring, 682-2551, Alamo
i YMCA, 901 N. Midland Drive, 694-2528: Northeast YMCA, 2301 But-
. ternut, 682-8469.

' Scheduled activities at the Central YMCA are:

: B Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 8 a.m., 9 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
. Low impact aerobics; 7a.m. YMCARDIAC (YCT) Therapy, call for
' appointment before beginning class.

W Call for information, Y's Way to a Healthy Back.

'. B By appointment, Specialized Strength Training for Seniors.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
i
|
i
n
|
|
|
|
)
|
r
r
\
|
:

L] e - & =N = e - - e -

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 1999

PRIME TIME

By Lana Cunningham

He was tired of those harsh cold
winters in lowa, and Eugene
Saeugling figured his way out was
to join the U.S. Navy. The only
Naval Training Station still open
was In San Diego, and Saeugling
imagined himself in sunny Cali-
fornia while his friends and fami-
ly struggled in the freczing tem-
peratures.

True to the Navy’s word,
Saeugling completed his basic
training in California. Then came
his first assignment — Adak, Alas-
ka. Then came another assign-
ment to the same place, and a final
designation on an ice breaker that
went north of the Alaska Aleutian
Islands. After his discharge,
Saeugling found work with the
National Park Service in Sequoia
National Park —- digging through
18 feet of snow that first winter.

Finally, Saeugling is enjoying
the warm winters he dreamed of
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Volunteer finds warmth in Midland- ;
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y Scheduled activities for Alamo YMCA are: as a teen-ager, first in Mesa, Ariz.,
B B Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 10:15a.m., 1 p.m.,2p.m.,3pm. and for the last year in Midland.
e and 5 p.m. Arthritis Water Class. Soon after moving to the Tall
it B Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: 1-1:45 pm. P.A.C.E. class, dry City, he and a friend, LaVon Wood-
land class for people with arthritis (arthritis classes co-sponsored by cock, checked out the Midland
€ Northwest Texas chapter of the Arthritis Foundation). Senior Center for activities and it’s
t B Monday-Friday 11 a.m.-1 p.m. lap swim, open swim and water there they picked up a brochure on
n walking. the Rellreq Senior Volunteer Pro-
W Saturday: 1-4:30 p.m. lap swim, open swim and water walking. 8ram (RSVP). They signed up and
. B Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30-10: 30 a.m. aqua aerobics. have been doing whatever they re
l B Friday: 9-10 a.m. aqua aerobics. ;’;;l:?uzg :aiﬂ?;?k;?i%k?ﬁgﬂ;li?l?gs
Water therapy by appointment. labels on newsletters or answering
; SOUTHEAST SENIOR CENTER e s Iy
. . _ gs,” he said.
't The Southeast Senior Center, 1803 E. Indiana, is open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. When RSVP announced its fund-
E Monday-Friday. For more information about services offered, call r3iser would be the music and
: 685-7231. Activities include: | dance tribute, “Victory on Stage,”
it : B Monday: 9}:{30 ;.é.lbnl.lsmglng: 9:45 a.m. exercise; 10 a,;?- ceéram- on Saturday, May 1, the theme Tim Fischer/Reporter-T slegram
ics. needlework and billiards: 11: 15 a.m. lunch; 1 p.m. table games. evoked memories for Saeugling,
d ; B Tuesday: 9:30 a.m. singing; 9:45 a.m. exercise; 10 a.m. quilting, who grew up on an lowa fam% dui Eugene Saeugling, a former resident of lowa, searched — through service n the U.S. Navy and work with the
d | crafts and billiards; 11:15 a.m. lunch; 1 p.m. table games. ing World War I1 National Park Service — 'ﬂ;?““ T‘"“ m He '“"“‘;I“ in m‘:""g's:;m he “:":lm"m“ m 8go.
: . | @ Wednesday: Eli: 30&1*m. singing; 91: 45a.m. exercis%;] 10 a.m. ceram- : B{}I‘Iil_ in 1927 inlglaymnh(?uur_uy. Now he’s spending some of his retirement working as a volunteer for , where P louts.
t ' ' 1lliards; 11:15a.m. lu ; .m. table games. aeugling was old enough to join . : , . i : :
T i ' mi 'g‘l;l?ll:s?lgg:b;l: Bga.m- singing; 9: 45nac.lr11n.le?:$cise; lﬂga.m. ceram- the Sgrmiﬁe toward the fnd othhe have about 200 baby pigs, 100t0200 winter. One trip might include a roads during tge I_\IvmtEt Bu;dt;ﬁ
;. : ics and table games; 11:15 a.m. lunch; 1 p.m. table games. war. But his flat feet got him chickens, and a big garden. I load of midshipmen for training. wasn't deterred. He l?tayed. ;
| @ Friday: 9 a.m. singing; 9:45 a.m. exercise; 10 a.m. Bible class rejected and it was back to the startf;d milking at an early age, Another might include scientists the P_ark Service until retiring in
: and tahlo g:ameé' 1115 a m kineh: 1 b Movie and center bingo. farm for him and I've done a lot of canning.’ who spent 24 hmirs aday charting 1980. “A man told me one day how
' , 1L m. , 4 p.m. - People throughout the country After graduating from high the ocean floor. “They woulddrag lucky I was. He had driven thou-
i % school, Saeugling didn’t think he the ocean floor and look at the sands of miles just to see Sequeia

G0 SEToomPpt YeROO0 Ben

. MIDLAND SENIOR CENTER

' The Midland Senior Center is located in Kingsway Mall, 3303 W. I1l-
| nois, Space #18. For more information call 681-7636. Activities for April
| 19-23 include:

} B Monday: 9 a.m. billiards, cards, dominoes and exercise; 9:30 a.m.
| art class and ping pong; 10 a.m. Kitchenettes; 11:30 a.m. lunch; 1 p.m.
' bridge, dominoes and cards.

. M Tuesday: 9 a.m. billiards, exercise, cards, dominoes and
. ceramics; 9:30 a.m. line dancing for fun; 11:30 a.m. lunch and nutri-
| tion talk; 12:30 p.m. art class; 1 p.m. bridge, dominoes and cards.

instruction provided.

planned their lives around
rationing stamps. “People in town
got stamps for three gallons of gas
a week,” said Saeugling. Farmers
received more stamps. “We had to
figure out our previous year's
tickets to tell the Rationing Board
how many gallons of fuel we need-
ed for the tractors and farm equip-

~ment. If we had a tire that went

flat, we had to go to the board and

singing ‘Take Me Out To The Ball-

could handle one more lIowa win-
ter. But the Navy's Alaska assign-
ment didn’t faze him. “Someone
told me I was lucky — there was a
girl behind every tree in Adak. I
got up there, and there were no
trees,” he said with a laugh.

The ice breaker took two trips
north a year — in the summer and

|Dslwmnm-hnqm

samples. Some samples came up
with tropical plants® and the sci-
entists were researching how the
North Pole area used to look.
After his discharge, Saeugling
was planning to marry a Califor-
nia girl and he needed a job. He
learned the Park Service was hir-
ing and applied. It meant clearing

National Park for one day, and I
got to eat lunch under the trees
every day.”

Moving to Midland has meant
Saeugling looks at a flat terrain
with few trees every day. But he
has no regrets: Midland’'s winters
are very warm compared to those
in Iowa.

. W Wednesday: 9 a.m. billiards, cards, dominoes, ceramics class plead our case for a new tire. [
| . and exercise; 9:30 a.m. ping pong; 10 a.m. Gospel singing; 11: 30 a.m. “Everything was in short supply.
9 ' lunch and April birthday party; 1 p.m. bridge, dominoes and cards. 1 remember one woman said she i
| @ Thursday: 9 a.m. billiards, cards, dominoes and exercise; 9:30 stood in line for an hour and a half
| a.m. county western dancing and line dancing; 10 a.m. craft class; to buy a set of sheets. | | O [ ' I e [ I S e
'11:30 a.m. lunch; 12: 30 p.m. art for fun; 1 p.m. bridge, dominoes and Music, however, was plentiful.
y cards. His family listened to the radio and
' mFriday: 9a.m. billiards, exercise, cards and dominoes; 9:30 a.m. tuned in-to the Sh?j‘-_’*'ﬁ fEﬂ:jUI‘lﬂE
' ping pong; 11:30 a.m. lunch and diabetes video program (in ceram- music from two dinner/dance
'ics room): 1 p.m bridge, cards and dominoes halls in Chicago. “We listened t
: e ' | live music from those places.” Ore O an
' The Big Bands, such as
R ' D:‘:’Sgi?{%%%%li‘%f{ Lawrence Welk, Russ Morgan,
R -" ' . > . : Tommy Dorsey, Glenn Miller,
' Mission Adult Day Care Center of Midland is open 6:30 a.m.-5: 30 Woody Herman, all made stops in or
. p.m. Monday through Friday at 5212 Sinclair. The center is closed hao to6wn near where Saeugling -
e ' for major holidays. For more information call 522-1221. Weekday \jved
"'  schedule includes: L | “A bunch of bands came from
' ®8a.m. light breakfast or snacks; 9 a.m. visitation, special events;  Chicago to Minnesota and we (the |
r 1 10 a.m. exercise, R.0.M., singing or live music; noon lunch; 12:30p.m. town) were on the train route.
' rest period; 2:30 p.m. snacks. They'd stop for a one-night stand,”
. W Activities include visits from Gospel groups, line dancers and and his family would attend the
' country groups, and golfing. ~ concerts. “I have a lot of their
' Skilled nursing services with registered nurse director and certi- recordings now." |
. fied activity director. Medicaid licensed, with adequate, caring skilled Saeugling said he’s looking for-
- 'staff and transportation available. ward to hearing some of those
: : songs performed by the Cherry
- n COM AQUATICS SENIORS Jones Dance Studio group at the
8, ' AND THERAPEUTIC EXERCISE event at Yucca Theatre. (For
' - : : 3 : more information about “Victory
: Th%lsycafe P&il;(l:lézigd Aquatics has programs of water exercise for seniors. on Stage * contact the RSVP office
| . s huy 4 T e
B Monday: 7-11 a.m. water walking; noon-12:45 p.m.or 1-1:45 p.m. 2;9%?3“;”"“3 & Senior Services,
arthritis exercise. o Life on the 1 Iowa farm
B Tuesday: 7-10 a.m. water walking; 10-10:45 a.m. arthritis plus; meantgnlut gf :?}-f{rgm the fami-
12: 30-1: 30 p.m. arthritis plus. ‘ ly never went hungry. “We had 12
B Wednesday: 7-11 a.m. water walking; noon-12:45 p.m. or 1-1:45 ¢4 15 milk cows. 30 sows and they’d
p.m. arthritis exercise. . L t_ h r
B Thursday: 7-10 a.m. water walking; 10-10: 45 a.m. arthritis pius; =
12: 30-1: 30 p.m. arthritis plus. ; ong Ime us e
B Friday: 7-11 a.m. water walking; noon-12:45p.m.or 1-1:45p.m. 3
arthritis exercise. | is remembered
@ Saturday: 10:30 a.m.-noon water walking. PITTSBURGH (AP) — Despitﬁ
CITY OF MIDLAND i - gy o
pener, there was a
HOUSING AUTHORITY : big empty space in Three Rivers
Recreation and leisure activities at Hillcrest Manor, Langtry Vil-  gt2dium’s Section 235.
lage and Parker Place are managed by City of Midland Housing Henry Sepp, the man who
Authority and coordinated through Community and Senior Services. prowled the aisles for 59 years as
The schedule i1s: o _ an usher, was gone. l
B Tuesday: 9 a.m. wellness clinic at Hillcrest Manor; 10 a.m. exer- Sepp reluctantly retired last . -
cise at Parker Place; 2 p.m. exercise at Hillcrest Manor; 2:30 p.m. May. The 87-year-old was such a Th P A th B 11
exercise at Langtry Village; 3:30 p.m. senior update at Hillcrest fixture on the second level above an CIY]_ng no er ]_ a
Manor. the Pirates dugout that he was
B Wednesday: 9 a.m. wellness clinic at Langtry Village; 10 a.m. dubbed_“Lord of Section 235."
bingo at Parker Place; 2 p.m. bingo at Hillcrest Manor; 3p.m. crafts __He died April 3 at West Penn N + ~
at Langtry Village. Hospital following a b!‘lthlilllgl?SS- ow you have the convenience to pay for your Midland
@ Thursday: 10 a.m. exercise at Parker Place; 2 p.m. exercise at But his children, grandchildren, ; B . T
Hillcrest Manor: 2: 30 p.m exercise at Langtry Village; 3 p.m bingo great-grandchildren and dozens Reporter-Telegram newspaper automatically!!
: of fans remembered him April 5 as
at Langtry Village. : +
the Pirates began their season. ,
RSVP His family had a tough time I-Hou s Ho;—-—-"—-—-—-—-—-—c—c—r—r—c————— —~ .
The Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) is recruiting ¢0RVvincing the Wtﬂgﬁ"a”a"klam | | AUTOMATIC - Monthly Credit Card Payments Midland Telegram |
: ; : ies RSVP Year that he could no longer keep e Call us at 688-2700 or mail back your PO. é
persons 55 years and older to volunteer with non profit agencies. RS . Up with the demands of being an | condit el St s ) 1650 .
will match volunteers’ skills at&dbméerests to coménsum_ty ggenples usher. ‘‘He thought he could still do - using : Midland, Texas 79702 |
\ needs. The program is sponsored by Community and Senior Services, ;> ¢oid Henry Sepp Jr. ‘‘He did- Check Service Below:
: 3301 Sinclair. For more information, call 689-6693. A sample of cur- 7 one 1o Il-gavemt’,huse people. | (Credit card will be this renewal period & qutomatically Request for AUTOMATIC MONTHLY Credit Card Payments
rent uppor'tunities include: ' Those fans were like a second | on future monthly renewal periods.) Name: Phone # l
| @ Safe Place needs storytellers to read to children and serve amen- famjjy | (J$12.00/month for 7 day service !
tors to them. Shifts are 12:30-1 p.m. one day a week. Training and “A lot of times when he was | o

B Midland Senior Center needs monogramers to operate a Mem-
ory Craft 4000 for special program participants. Volunteers will mono-
gram clothing with MSC insignia for performing groups from the cen-
ter. Orientation provided.

B Alzeimers Association needs three or more volunteers to help with
clerical chores in the office. Duties include answering telephones,
stamping and labeling brochures, etc. Shifts are 11: 30 a.m.-1: 30 p.m.

game,’’ he’d get the whole section
going,”’ his son said.
He started in Forbes Field and
ained new friends when the
tes moved to Three Rivers Sta-
dium in 1970 because he&’added foot-
ball fans. Each December, Steelers
fans in his section brought him a

' [J$9.50/month for Weekender (Fri/Sat./Sun.)
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one or Ewre days a week. Training on office equipment provided. birthday cake, his children said.
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Kosovo Albanians say nearly deserted capital ‘like a dead city’

SKOPJE, Macedonia (AP) — Hiding
behind drawn blinds, huddling in dank
basements, listening to the daily thunder
of NATO bombardment, Kosovo Albani-
ans who haveé stayed behind in Pristina
describe a daily life dominated by both ter-
ror and tedium.

A ghost town, they say, has replaced the
small but vibrant provincial capital they
knew before the start of the allied bomb-
ing campaign and the massive Serb
crackdown on ethnic Albanians the NATO
airstrikes were meant to stave off.

“It's like a dead city,” said Tolga, an
ethnic Albanian who stayed behind with
his wife and 1-year-old son, speaking by
telephone from Pristina. |

‘“‘We stay indoors. We watch TV. We lis-
ten to the air-raid sirens. It's just like
being in jail,”” he said, speaking on con-
dition his last name not be used for fear
of reprisals from the Serbs.

Reliable figures are impossible to come
by, but by refugee accounts and Western
estimates, perhaps two-thirds of Pristina s
prewar population of 250,000 — predomi-

nantly ethnic Albanians — has fled or been
driven out.

Serb military installations in Kosovo,
many of them in and around Pristina,
have been prime targets during the
monthlong NATO campaign. The capital
has been hammered by almost round-the-
clock strikes that have destroyed the
provincial airport and wrecked large
areas in the city center. Dozens of missiles
slammed into the area on Thursday after-
noon alone, according to media reports.

Serb-controlled TV footage from the
capital has shown scenes of blasted build-
ings, some with dead bodies visible in the
rubble. The Serbs do not disclose damage
to military targets.

Pristina tradesman Zymer Zeqiri and
his wife Lule, who is eight months preg-
nant, spent the past month — almost the
entire bombing campaign to date — living
in a cramped basement room with their
three children.

They didn’t pick it as a bomb shelter; i1t
was their only refuge after being ordered
by Serb police to leave their comfortable

On the back roads of South America,

apartment upstairs. The family failed in
one attempt to get across the border, but
finally managed to make it out Wednes-
day, arriving at Macedonia’s Brazda
refugee camp.

“We were afraid all the time in Pristi-
na,”’ said Zeqiri, 32. He stayed off the
streets because, he said, there was no
telling what would happen to a fighting-
age ethnic Albanian man who encountered
Serb paramilitary men.

Lule Zeqiri did the shopping, slipping out
every few days for bread and hurrying
home again. She tried to go to the main
hospital for prenatal care, but was turned
away.

“They said, 'Why are you here? You
don’t belong in this city any more,””” she
recounted, her belly protruding beneath a
pair of blue overalls.

The family’s building was close to the
bus station, which has been hit repeated-
ly. But the enormous explosions, though
frightening, heartened them, they said.

“We know NATO is our only chance,”
Zeqiri said.

the Tibet Cafe flourishes

USPALLATA, Argentina (AP)
— The British traveler did a dou-

town.

Huittirrez worked herding the

The Zeqiris left almost everything
behind when they fled, arriving at Braz-
da with only a few bundles and knapsacks
tied with twine.

Those ethnic Albanians who have
remained behind in Pristina have differ-
ent reasons for doing so.

Some hoped to watch over homes and
property; others, like the Zeqiris, were
turned back at the border when they tried
to get out.

Hafik Toverllani, 29, left the city two
weeks ago. He, his wife and their 2-year-
old daughter stayed on for five days with
a friend after being driven from their
home in an affluent neighborhood.

At their own house and their temporary
refuge, they stayed inside with blinds
drawn and ate mainly canned food —
“nice things like pate, which was funny 1n
a way, ' he said.

After weeks in hiding, it was a shock to
emerge and see the destruction of famil-
lar landmarks, he said.

“Even though we could hear bombard-
ment very close by, it was strange to see

1
:

X0

ble-take when he saw the modern-
day pagoda, its engraved stone
columns and red-shingled roof ris-
ing up against the South American
Andes.

Weary from trekking through
the mountains, Tim Stewart puz-
zled over the apparition in a
remote mountain village along
the Argentine-Chilean border.

“Kind of weird, huh?"’ the 27-
year-old London lawyer said.
“You wouldn't expect to see a
Tibetan-themed bar in the middle
of the Argentine desert.”’

The Tibet Cafe is a remnant of
Uspallata’s transformation two
years ago into the set for the Hol-
lywood film, ‘‘Seven Years iIn
Tibet.”” Hundreds of Hollywood
actors and native Tibetans flood-
ed Uspallata (pronounced oos pah
SHAH tah) an arid village of 5,000.

With them came jobs and
months of attention, a short-lived
phenomenon the sleepy settlement
still talks about over coffee nd
sodas at the Tibet Cafe.

Seeking an escape recently from
the mountain sun, local resident
Mariana Mojo slid into a corner
chair and leaned against a wall
filled with black-framed pictures

Directors head
varied slate at
Cannes festival

PARIS (AP) — Such well-known
directors as David Lynch, Atom
Egoyan, Jim Jarmusch, Pedro
Almodovar, Chen Kaige and Tim

‘You wouldn’t expect to see a Tibetan-themed
bar in the middle of the Argentine desert.’

— British traveler Tim Stewart

of a bearded Brad Pitt surround-
ed by Tibetan monks in burgundy
robes.

““This cafe reminds me of a dif-
ferent time, a different world,"’ she
said wistfully, glancing at the
cafe’'s wooden bar decorated with
miniature Buddhas and golden
prayer wheels. ‘‘'The place brings
back really good memories.”

When the camera crews left 1n
January 1997 following three
months of filming, the celebrity,
hustle-and-bustle — and jobs —
brought by the Hollywood produc-
tion went with them.

In “*Seven Years in Tibet'" Pitt
portrays Austrian mountaineer
Heinrich Harrer, whose 1953 mem-
oir was the basis for the film about
his flight from a British POW
camp in India to the northern
Himalayan Mountains. There,
Harrer stumbled across the
Tibetan capital of Lhasa and
befriended and tutored a young
Dalal Lama.

The wilds around Uspallata — a

bare and unending desert plain
surrounded by Andean peaks —
were chosen for the film’'s location
after Chinese authorities refused to
allow it to be filmed in Tibet.

Suddenly it was hard to get a
room in the normally vacant Hotel
Uspallata and the barren dirt
roads leading to the town center —
a gas station and a mini-strip mall
of four stores — buzzed with com-
motion. Job opportunities in the
struggling provincial town were no
longer limited to a nearby army
base, the hotel, or a handful of
mom-and-pop restaurants grilling
up Argentina’'s famed beef.

“Uspallata changed almost
overnight, it was incredible. Big
trucks were roaming around, huge
crowds were gathering,”’ Daniel
Vicent Huittirrez, 20, recalled wist-
fully.

“People still talk about all the
work then,”’ said Juan Pizarro, 17,
who made $30 dollars a day help-
ing Pitt’'s security entourage. Now,
he gets by doing odd jobs around

SUMMERTIME IS

CATCH-

UP TIME

animals used in the movie and
preparing food for the crews. Now
he’s back to working the bar at the
Hotel Uspallata.

Local officials had hoped Sony
studios, which produced the $70
million movie, would give the town
its towering sets and props so they
could be used to promote Uspalla-
ta as a location for future movies.

When that failed, Carlos Maza,
a local businessman, bought some
of the props and the rustic dark-
stained wood used to build the
Tibetan village homes, and the
Tibet Cafe was born.

Still, few Uspallata residents
have actually seen the movie that
brought their town into the spot-
light: The closest theater is about
100 miles away in Mendoza, the
nearest city.

“They say you can’'t even tellit’s
Uspallata,’’ said Huittirrez.
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the shops and cafes where | always used
to go destroyed,’’ he said.

Like others, however, he expressed no
qualms about the bombing. “‘We’'ll
rebuild,”” he said with a shrug.

Nearly all ethnic Albanians remaining
in the city have had their telephone service
cut, but Tolga has stayed in contact with
the outside world through a Serb friend.

“Of course we can't go outside or do any-
thing,”’ he said in a telephone interview
from the friend’s house. ‘““Maybe we’ll
have a chance to get out of here, but I won-
der where we could go. It’s very hard to
picture.”’

Tolga said he had heard the Serb police
and paramilitary forces were too busy
elsewhere these days to make house-to-
house sweeps in the capital. He could only
hope it was true.

“Of course, I can’t be sure of this, ' he
said. “‘I'll only know if I hear a knock on
the door.”
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If your child or teenager has fallen
behind at school. now IS a great time to
catch up. Sylvan offers basic programs
N reading and math, plus programs

Robbins will be among those seek-
ing glory at the 52nd annual
Cannes Film Festival.

Lynch, the American whose
“Wild at Heart” won the 1990

to give ¢
health c:

Golden Palm at Cannes, will be
trying again with "‘The Straight
Story,"’ one of four American films
in the lineup announced Thursday.
The festival runs from May 12-23.

Egoyan, the Canadian whose
mournful film ‘‘“The Sweet Here-
after’”’ won the runner-up prize in
1997, is entered with ‘“‘Felicia's
Journey.’’

The celebrated Spanish.director
Almodovar will be showing ‘“Todo
Sobre Mi Madre,”” or “"All About
My Mother,”” his first time 1n
Cannes competition. Jarmusch
will be there too, with “*Ghost
Dog: The Way of the Samurai.”
Robbins will be showing ““The Cra-
dle Will Rock." |

Another prominent American
director, John Sayles, will be at the
festival with ‘““Limbo,"" described
by organizers as the only big stu-
dio film among the American
entries.

Chen, whose ‘‘Farewell My Con-
cubine’’ shared top prize at the fes-
tival in 1993, has frequently run
into trouble with China s govern-
ment censors. He will be showing
“The Emperor and the Assassin.”

In addition to the 22 films in com-
petition, organizers announced
that ‘‘The Barber of Siberia’’ by
Russian director Nikita
Mikhalkov, starring Julia
Ormond, will open the festival

nd Oliver Parker's ‘‘An Ideal
Husband'® with Cate Blanchett,
Rupert Everett and Minnie Driver
will close the proceedings.

‘““Kadosh,” directed by Amos
Gitai, is the first entry from Israel
in 25 years to be in the lineup. The
Iranian entry is ‘““The Tales of
Kish’' by Mohsen Makhmalbaf,
Abolfaz Djalili and Nasser Tagh-
vai. Portugal is represented by “"A
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The College of Arts and Sciences and
the Alliance for Minority Participation
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Aprille Ericsson-Jackson, Ph.D.

Aerospace Engineer at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center and
Candidate for NASA's Astronaut Training Program

"How to Reach Your Goals”
Friday, April 23, 8:00 p.m.
(For parents and future scientists)

W.D. “Bill” Noel Auditorium
The Center ftor Energy & Economic Diversification
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Columbine High students intended to destroy school, sheriff says

LITTLETON, Colo. (AP) — The
two gunmen in the Columbine
High massacre were planning to

.blow up their school and probably

‘had help from others, investigators
said Thursday after discovering
two powerful bombs in the kitchen

“that had been built from propane

tanks.

“The ubjects were not only on
a killing rampage, but they were
going to destroy the school,”” Sher-

Aff John Stone said. “They were

going to burn the school up.

The discovery of the two 20-
pound propane tanks heightened
suspicions tnat the two killers had
help from other people, either with
sbuilding the 32 bombs discovered
so far or getting them into the high
school.

“It's a feeling from our investi-
gators that the chances are very,
very good that we have more than
two people involved,”’ sheriff’'s
spokesman Steve Davis said.

CNN reported that a note left by
one of the gunmen was a suicide
gote that indicated the two teen-
agers acted alone. “This is the way
we want to go out,”’ the note said,
according to CNN, which cited
unidentified sources.

* Davis said he had no details on
a note that was found at one of the
gunmen’s homes.

' Eric Harris, 18, and Dylan Kle-
bold, 17, armed with sawed-off

otguns, a semiautomatic rifle, a

istol and homemade bombs
stuffed with nails and shotgun
lﬂwlls. killed 12 students and one
eacher Tuesday before taking
their own lives.

. The two bombs found Thursday
used propane tanks similar to
Ense on backyard barbecue grills.

lails and BBs had been taped to
the tanks to create shrapnel.

. ““Twenty pounds of propane can
create quite an extensive amount
af damage,’’ Davis said.

- District Attorney Dave Thomas
gaid: ‘‘No one saw them carry it
into the school and people did see
them enter. So we have to explore
how that device got into the
school.”

" Authorities had already been
looking into the possibility of addi-
tfonal suspects because of the
amount of ammunition and explo-
sives left behind.

" “It's drawing suspicion out here
that they would have time to put as
rmuch ordnance in that school as
they did without some help,” the
sheriff said.

Fourteen people remained hos-
pitalized, eight in critical or seri-
gus condition.

Meanwhile, crews used bomb-
sniffing dogs as they carefully
picked through thousands of back-
packs, briefcases and boxes
strewn across the carpets, class-

Legislation aims
to give cheaper
health care to
self-employed

WASHINGTON (AP) — Cheap-
er health care would be available
10 millions of uninsured Americans
mder legislation aimed at giving
small companies the same benefits
as their Fortune 500 counterparts.

The proposal is designed to let

the self-employed and small-busi-

ness owners join together to form
health plans, boosting their buying
power and trimming COsts.

‘'l don’t see why my company
should be any different from the
federsl government or Ford Motor
Corp.,”’ said Sallie Buben, who
owns two Washington, D.C,
restaurants and employs about
140 people.

“As a small-business owner, I
can't afford to give all my employ-
ees insurance. I lose employees
because | can’t pay them bene-
fits.”’

About 70 percent of the nation's
restaurants are small businesses.

More than half of the nation’s 43
million uninsured work in small
companies or are self-employed,
Rep. Jim Talent, R-Mo., said
Wednesday.

Talent, chairman of the House
Small Business Committee, and
Rep. Cal Dooley, D-Calif., the bil-
|’'s sponsors, envision trade and
professional associations such as
the National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business, American
Parm Bureau Federation or the
National Restaurant Association
offering insurance to their mem-

bers.
Typically, small-business own-

ers pay $4,342 per employee for a
fﬁm]:ly plan, the NFIB said. The
bill’s sponsors aim to reduce costs
t pusmhe figure closer to what
F?cnrtune 500 companies pay, an
estimated $3,521.

The measure also would accel-
erate a law allowing small-busi-
ness owners and the self-em Ployed
to deduct the full cost of their
health insurance by 2003. Under
the bill, the current 60 percent
health insurance deduction would
be pushed to 100 percent immedi-
ately, so the deduction could be
claimed on 1999 tax returns.

‘Talent said the measure
includes tough new solvency stan-
dards and other consumer protec-

rovisions.
tiog . nents have argued that its
provisions, which would cost the
mmmuhnawdnhﬂh
over five years, are too

expensive
and would require more regula-

tion.

rooms and hallways. Investigators
are also working to trace the
weapons to determine how the
teen-agers got them.

Inside the heavily damaged
school, officers began collecting
hundreds of pieces of evidence,
including carpet, fragments of
windows, ceiling tiles and walls
and shrapnel

“We have a very big crime
scene and so much evidence to cat-
alog, it will take days to collectit,
Davis said.

Despite intermittent, heavy
snow, dozens of people left bou-
quets, stuffed animals, cards and
balloons in the school colors of blue
and silver at a makeshift memor-
ial in a park near the school. The
mementos were piled 2 feet deep
by early Thursday.

Columbine will be closed indef-

initely. Other schools in the district
reopened Thursday amid tight
security. Officers and school staff
members plan ‘“‘sweeps’’ and
greater security at entrances and
exits, Stone said.

Officials said proms and gradu-

)

ations will go on as scheduled.
Columbine’s prom took place
earlier this month, and graduation
is scheduled for early May, though
officials did not say whether that
will go on as scheduled. Students
will finish out the yvear at other

WIND DAMAGE?

Bill’s Fence Craft

684-6089 682-5157
9 N. Big Spring

schools.

The attack inspired an apparent
copycat act by teen-agers on
Wednesday, although there were
no weapons involved. Four teens
were charged with trespassing in
Colorado Springs after arriving at

#19 imperial Slopph;(.m- 697-4914

school in trench coats and masks.
Trench coats like the ones worn
by the two gunmen have been

banned in Denver and two other
Colorado districts since the attack
for fear they could be used to hide

weapons.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — By bombing
Slobodan Milosevic s idential mansion
and ing to hit other “‘leadership
facilities,”” NATO is aiming to paralyze
Yugoslav military forces in Kosovo by sev-
rnng the link to their command structure.

U S. officials said Thursday
“They are fair targets, said Pentagon
esman Kenneth Bacon, dismissing a
Y ugoslav contention that attacking one of
Milosevic's two main residences was tan-
tamount to an assassination attempt

In an exchange with reporters at the
White House, President Clinton was asked
1 Milosevic was a target.

" Clinton replied. '"'But we are tar-
gelmg command and control facilities,
and I think it is important.”” He alluded
indirectly to the attack on Milosevic s
home by saying NATO was increasingly
focused on hitting Serb “‘facilities used to
incite and direct’”’ ethnic repression in
Kosovo.

Administration
hopes school
shootings help
gun control

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Clinton administration hopes the
Colorado school shuatings will
spur passage of ‘‘reasonable
reﬂrmtmns on the possession of
guns,”’ including some aimed at
keeping them away from chil-
dren.

Deputy Attorney General Eric
Holder told the department's
weekly news conference Thursday
that the administration would send
Congress suggested gun-control
legislation, which would include
banning gun possession for people
who committed violent crimes as
juveniles. The current ban applies
only to adult convictions.

Many such gun-control bills
failed in previous sessions of the
Republican-controlled Congress
and are opposed by the National
Rifle Association.

But said Holder,''The vast
majority of the American people
support reasonable restrictions on
the possession of guns.”

Attorney General Janet Reno
was meeting in Denver Thursday
with law enforcement officers and
community members on Tues-
day’s violence at Columbine High
School in Littleton, Colo., where 14
students and a teacher were killed.

In Congress Thursday, Democ-
ratic lawmakers, angry that their
gun-control bills remain stalled,
said they would increase their
efforts

“Voices from the American peo-

r-_-—----ﬂ—-ﬂ
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Pentagon officials said that Milose-
vic's columned mansion was hit because
it contained ‘'‘command and control”
facilities, meaning it was part of the
communications network directing mili-
tary operations in Kosovo. NATO is hop-
ing that such strikes will weaken Milose-
vic's will, isolate his troops in Kosovo and
undermine his political support in Serbia.

On Day 30 of the NATO bombing cam-
paign, Clinton called ‘‘wise and prudent”
NATO Secretary-General Javier Solana’s
decision to order a fresh estimate of how
many troops it would take to begin a
ground offensive in Yugoslavia. But he
insisted this was not a step toward a land
campaign. A NATO estimate developed
last vear said as many as 200,000 allied
troops would be needed for a ground
campaign.

‘A vigorous prosecution of the air cam-
paign, an intensification of economic
pressures, along with our continuing

FREE 2 YEAR
PARTS & LABOR WARRANTY

WE WON'T BE UNDERSOLD...G UARAN TEED!

NATION

diplomatic efforts I believe is the correct
strategy, and I believe it will succeed,”’
Clinton said.

"“"We do not favor the employment of
ground forces in a hostile environment,”’
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright said
earlier.

In an apparent effort to discourage the
idea that a new NATO assessment of its
ground options is a sign that the air cam-
paign is stalemated, Pentagon officials
presented perhaps the most comprehen-
sive, detailed and optimistic briefings of
damage inflicted so far by U.S. and allied
warplanes.

“It's a systematic increase in the
attack, and we will see it ratchet up fur-
theg and further as it goes along,”’ Bacon
sai

He said NATO planes flew 324 missions
Wednesday and have made 9,300 flights
since the campaign started March 24.

Ailr Force Maj. Gen. Charles Wald, a
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Pentagon, NATO to keep hitting high-profile ‘leadership’ targets

strategic planner on the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, said people are underestimating the
amount of damage done in the air cam-
paign and overestimating how quickly air
power can accomplish its mission. He sug-
gested that NATO has been so effective in
crippling Milosevic's lines of communi-
cation to Kosovo that the Yugoslav pres-
ident probably does not know the full
extent of bomb damage.

Rear Adm. Thomas Wilson, director of
intelligence for the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
told the same Pentagon briefing that the
cumulative effect of NATO bombing has
left the Yugoslav military’s ability to sus-
tain its surface-to-air missile defenses and
it aircraft fleet ‘‘severely degraded.’’ He
said 16 early warning radars had been
destroyed, though that was a ‘‘relatively
small’’ share of the total in use.

Wilson provided unusually specific esti-
mates of the damage done by NATO
bombing. He said. for example. that
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about 30 percent of Serb SA-3 surface-to-
air missile forces have been knocked out
of action, as have 10-15 percent of the
mobile SA-6 missile forces. He also said 16
MiG fighters and 35 other types of aircraft
have been destroyed, including ground-
attack planes.

NATO has lost just one plane, a U.S. Air
Force F-117A stealth fighter-bomber that
crashed March 27. There were no casual-
ties.

The attacks on Serb aircraft have
reduced by about 50 percent Milosevic's
ability to conduct offensive air operations
in Kosovo, Wilson said. Serb ground
forces, however, have done most of the
offensive operations in the rebellious
province. Wilson said NATO has hit 10-20
percent of Serb tanks in the field, rough-
ly 30 to 60 tanks out of a force of roughly
300
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ple are starting to rise,”” Rep.
Carolyn McCarthy, D-N.Y., who
promised to use procedural rules
to force a vote on her gun bill if
House Republicans leaders con-
tinue to block 1it.

McCarthy, whose husband was
killed 1n a 1993 shooting, is an out-
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spoken gun-control advocate. Her
bill would require new safety fea-
tures on guns, among other things.
It was not considered in the last
Congress.

She said she asked House Speak-
er Dennis Hastert, R-Ill., for his
support Wednesday night.

"“He said he would look at it and
he would get back to me,’’ she told
a news conference. ‘'I'm hoping
that he’'ll be reasonable. We're ask-
ing for a debate.”

Hastert spokesman John Fee-
hery confirmed the conversation
and said House leaders were look-
Ing at various proposals to address
the issue.

Plants may use
‘'sunscreen’ when
light too bright

WASHINGTON (AP) — Plants
may apply a kind of sunscreen
when the light gets too bright.

So concludes a new study that
tracked how shining excess light on
part of a shade-loving plant trig-
gered a warning for still-shaded
leaves to prepare for sunburn.

Yes, leaves can get the plant
equivalent of a human sunburn.

All plants need some light to
live; it is how they make energy,
through a process called photo-
synthesis. But too much light is
dangerous because it actually
slows photosynthesis, allowing the
accumulation of unstable mole-
cules that damage leaves.

Geneticist Stanislaw Karpinski
of the Swedish University of Agri-
cultural Sciences set out to deter-
mine how plants could protect
themselves.

He exposed one-third of the
leaves of Arabidopsis to high-
intensity light. Arabidopsis is a
shade-loving plant with petite
white flowers that is a favorite
study specimen of plant geneti-
cists.

The light triggered a warning

system that alerted leaves still in
the shade to switch on production
of antioxidants to protect the rest

of the plant, Karpinski reports
Friday in the journal Science.

Antioxidants are compounds
that can target and destroy the
damaging unstable mnlecules in
the same wamndam vitamins
help protect against tissue
damage from molecules called
free radicals.

Karpinski theorizes that hydro-
gen peroxide is the chemical mes-
leuer the plant used.
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