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Rash of car burglaries
hits southwest Snyder

A number of Snyder citizens
appear to have fallen victim to a
string of burglaries Wednesday
night and Thursday.

Police dispatchers received
calls from eight individuals
reporting items missing from
their vehicles. All of the resi-
dents lived in the same general
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By Roy McQueen

The feller on Deep Creek
says, “Next time the TV goes
on the blink, be thankful for
what you don’t have to watch.”

Dear Santa,
Just so we can get a fresh start

for 2002, we want to apologize for
all the bad things we did wrong

leading up to Christmas.

It appears that you were unhap-
py with us, why else would you
have left that truck tire in front of
the news office on Christmas eve?

And the tire is not even in good
shape. We can’t even give it away,
and nobody will haul it off.

We've heard about you leaving
lumps of coal for all the bad girls
and boys, but this thing is much
bigger than a mere lump of coal.
And we doubt that it will burn.

And if it did, it would create so
much black smoke that the EPA
would tell on us and you would
leave something worse next
Christmas.

Now, we're not taking this thing
personally. Since it was left at the
newspaper office, it could have
been for somebody else or even
for the whole staff.

We can think of one or two that
might not have lived up to your
standards of good cheer.

We had suspected that all of ‘em
had been naughty at some point
during the past year, but a tire that
stands almost five feet tall is a
cruel and unusual punishment,
especially from a person of jolly
persuasion.

We have one other theory. We
left out some goodies on the
break-room table - just for you.
We should have known better,
since nothing stays on the break
table for very long.

One time, we received a case of
apples from New York state, and
we noticed teeth marks on the
cardboard box. Our folks will try

just about anything - especially if
you sprinkle sugar on it.

That’s why we have minimum
rodent or insect problems at the
office, there are no crumbs left.

Next year, Santa, we promise to
get up in the middle of the night
and place something special on
the break-room table - long after
the hungry staff has gone home
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the ure.

And Santa, no matter how you
may perceive our conduct in the
past year, nobody deserves the
other item we got for Christmas,
an old-fashioned common cold -
and still no cure.

Have a good weekend, and we

area in town.

Snyder Police Sgt. Keith Ward
said the burglaries appear to be
connected and the case is being
investigated.

The first report was made at
7:30 a.m. Thursday by Wade
Warren. His vehicle was bur-
glarized while parked at his res-
idence, 2610 32nd Street.”

At 7:45 a.m. Dick Crill
requested an officer at 2707
34th Street to report items miss-
ing from his vehicle.

Bill Wilson Jr. advised Thurs-
day morning his vehicle had
been burglarized during the
night at 2707 33rd.

Dispatchers received a call at
11:35 a.m. from Ray Alarcon
who reported his vehicle was
burglarized at 3100 40th Street.

At 12:45 p.m. Thursday,
Martha Sanchez reported an
auto part stolen from her vehi-
cle at 2215 44th Street.

- Donna Bell contacted officers
and advised them of a possible
burglary to her storage shed at
2105 41st Street. She requested
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a close patrol.

An officer was dlspatched to
Mark McCormick’s 2803, 32nd
Street residence just before 4
p.m. Thursday in reference to a
cellular phone taken from a
pickup parked there.

At
Chaney reported a purse stolen
from a vehicle at 2108 35th

Street.

9:15 p.m. Samantha

Ward said the majority of car & _‘ TR

burglaries in Snyder are the
result of unlocked car doors.

“The main thing you can do to
protect yourself against this is
lock your doors,” he said.
“These burglars are just walk-
ing up and down the streets
checking doors and most of the
time, the ones they’re going into
are unlocked.”

Ward also said not to leave
valuables in a vehicle over night.

“If you do leave things in your
car, don’t leave them where they
can easily be seen,” he said.
“You can’t keep them out if they
really want in, but don’t make it
easy on them.”
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L.ocal businesses
may be eligible for
SBA disaster loans

Some businesses in Scurry
and Borden counties can now
apply for low interest economic

injury disaster loans from the
U.S. Small Business Administra-

tion (SBA). These loans are avail-
able to help businesses meet nor-
mal operating expenses that can-
not be met due to the effects of
the recent drought.

Drought, excessive heat or
high temperatures, and high
winds that occurred on various
dates from Jan. 1 and continuing,
caused many farmers and ranch-
ers to expenence reduced
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adverse economic effect on busi-
nesses depending upon these
producers.

Farmers and ranchers are not
eligible for this loan program but
may be eligible for disaster assis-
tance through other federal agen-
cies. However, nurseries that are
victims of drought disasters can

! apply.

FORECAST - ALMANAC

To obtain an application or
receive additional information,
interested business owners may
call the SBA tollree at 1-800-366-
6303 or TDD 817-267-4688 for the
hearing impaired. The deadline
for filing an application is Aug. 5,
2002.

Due to the weather, many pro-
ducers experienced crop losses
and were not able to purchase
goods and services at normal lev-
els. Businesses that are depend-
ent upon these producers may
have experienced decreased
sales, reduced gross profit mar-
b.:nmn, Miuk Cadiu aauuiits Fecev-
able or diffictalty in moving inven-
tories at normal levels. The loan
can help a business meet install-
ments on long-term debt,
accounts payable and overhead
expenses that would have been
met had the disaster not
occurred.

Refinancing of long term debt,
however, is not eligible.

Snyder Temps: High Thursday, 49
degrees; low, 20; 7 a.m. Friday, 24; no pre-
cipitation; total for 2001, 20.77 inches. -

Area Forecast: Tonight, mostly clear,

low 30-35; NW winds 10-20

mph, becoming

NE late. Saturday, partly cloudy, high
upper 40s, NE winds 10-20 mph. Saturday

night, low 25-30.

3 ONE m HOLIDAY SCENE — The grounds of the Scurry County courthouse had a new look
| this holiday season as several lighted trees were placed on the courthouse lawn. The gazebo
served as a focal point. (SDN Staff Photo)

17-driling rigs-deal ups
Patterson’s fleet to 319

Patterson-Ul1 Energy Inc.,

Cleere Drdhng Company.

- The acquisition by the Snyder-based company
also inclided 28%ig-moving trucks as well as other

equipment and inventory.

The rigs are located throughout much of Texas
and increase the company’s total to 319 land-based
drilling rigs that operate in oil and natural
ducing regions of Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma,
Louisiana, Utah, Mississippi, Alabama and west-

ern Canada.

The assets were acquired for $13.5 million in
cash, 450,000 shares of Patterson-UIl Energy
common stock, and $25,000 warrants convgrtible
into common shares at a price of $26.75.

Mark S. Siegel, Patterson-UlT’s chmrmén stat-

the second-largest
operator of land-based oil and natural gas drilling
rigs in North America, this week announced the
acquisition of 17 land-based drilling rigs from

ed, “We are very pleased to complete our first
post-merger acquisition at Patterson-Ull Energy.
With this acquisition the combined entities have
acquired a total of 44 drilling rigs in 2001, a total

that is consistent with both Patterson’s and Ul1’s

acquisition strategies over the past few years.”
Siegel added, '"With our strong cash position

and $100 million line of credit, we have positioned

Patterson-UTI to be able to respond quickly and
selectively to unique situations that may arise in
the marketplace. We believe that the Cleere assets
represent such an opportunity, and are a good fit
with our current operations and market coverage.”

Cloyce A. Talbott, Patterson-UTT’s chief execu-

At crowded intersection...

Six Killed in NY crash

NEW YORK (AP) — The eld-
erly driver of a commercial van
that struck and killed six people

near the flagship Macy’s depart-
ment store was questioned by
investigators, but has not been
charged with a crime, police
said.

At least eight other pedestri-
ans were seriously injured
Thursday when the van plowed
into a crowded intersection in
Herald Square.

Police said an officer had
ordered the 76-year-old driver,
Sidney Weinstein, to move his
vehicle because it was double

parked during evening rush
hour on 34th Street, a midtown

street filled with tourists and
shoppers during the holidays.
He was making a delivery at a
nearby shoe store.

The van abruptly moved for-
ward, striking several pedestri-
ans, before it crashed into the
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Four people died at the scene,
including a 15-year-old boy. Two
others died in a hospital. Of nine
other people taken to hospitals,
at least two were in serious con-
dition today.

Police were not releasing the
identities of victims pendmg
notification of relatives.

The van was owned by World-
wide Distribution Services, of

TODAY’S THOUGHT

tive officer, said, “We are particularly pleased that
Kirk Cleere will be joining the Patterson-UT]1 team.
We expect his expertise and many years of experi-
ence to enhance our organization and strengthen
our competitive position in the marketplace.”

Secaucus, N.J., police said. The
company declined to comment.

A witness, M.S. Thapa, said
the van hit pedestrians in the
crosswalk before striking the
bus, and that some people were
trapped between the two vehi-
Yl

The bus had been trying to
make a right turn before the
accident, Thapa said. There
were no skidding sounds before
the van hit the bus, just screams
from people and then a crash,
he said. .

One of New York’s prime
shopping destinations, Herald
Square is known by television

viewers nationwide as the termi-
nus of Macy’s annual Thanks-

giving Day Parade.

Landmarks such as the
Empire State Building and
Madison Square Garden are just
blocks away.

Crowds " of onlookers, many
there to view Macy’s holiday
window displays, watched

across police lines as ambu-
lances carried away the dead
and injured.

“I'm trying to get the smile
backonmyhceandgetbackon
my feet and then one more
thing happens,” said Carolle
York, 40, of Brooklyn.
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Giuliani delivers farewell address [Toddler kidnapped
on Christmas Eve
found alive, well

CHICAGO (AP) — A Christmas nightmare finally ended for a
mother when her 16month-old daughter was found in West Vir-
ginia, days after being snatched from a Chicago bus station by a

NEW YORK (AP) — Rudolph
(Giuliani bid farewell to New
York after eight tumultuous
years as mayor, repeating his
belief that the World Trade Cen-
ter site should be reserved pri-
marily for a “soaring, beautiful
memorial” to terrorism victims.

“This place has to be sanct-
fied,” he said of the 16-acre site
in the city’s financial district. “It
has to become a place, when
anybody comes, that they imme-
diately feel the power, strength
and emotion of what it means to
become an American.”

In a speech delivered from
the altar of a church just a block
from the ruins of the trade cen-
ter, Giuliani said New Yorkers
gave him the courage to lead
the city beyond the fear and
anguish of the Sept. 11 terrorist
attack.

“My strength and energy
comes entirely from the people
of the city of New York,” Giu-
liani said.

“The people of the city should
understand that all of the
sources of my strength
absolutely endure because you
have it and you have that
strength and you've displayed
it.”

Praised for the steady calm he
displayed after the terrorist
attacks, the two-term Republi-
can departs on Jan. 1 on an
extraordinarily high note after
an unusually eventful stint at
City Hall.

His S55minute address
focused on the highlights, par-

ticularly the historic drops in"

crime rates and welfare rolls
during his administration.
“When I became mayor of

New York City in 1993, it
seemed to me that I had to do

New Year’s Eve

Dance
Dec. 31 - 9:00-12

CAPROCK

Counivy & Westevs

American Legion

Plcasec Call For
Reservations 574-6805

something different than other
mayors,” Giuliani said. “It
seemed | had to totally change
the direction and course of New
York City.”

But Giuliani has had his share
of troubles. His relationship
with the city’s minority commu-
nities was strained, particularly
after the fatal police shooting of
one black man, Amadou Diallo,
and a brutal attack by police on
another, Abner Louima.

His speech was given from

what he called the “hallowed

ground” of St. Paul’s Chapel in
lower Manhattan,  where
George Washington came to
pray after his inauguration in
April 1789. The small church
survived the Sept. 11 attack
without so much as a broken
window pane.

The grandson of Italian immi-
grants, Giuliani, 57, said the ter-
rorist attack should not be used
as an excuse for Americans to
turn against immigration.

“The greatest strength that
we have as a city is immigration,
and keeping ourselves open to
people,” he said. “We're like a
religion, really, a secular reli-
gion. We believe in ideas and
ideals. We're not one race —
were many. We're not one eth-
nic group — we're everyone.
We're not one language — we're
all of these people.”

Giuliani also said the city was
especially resilient after the
attacks.

Albuquerque and businesses

feeling the collapse of Enron

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP)
— Businesses and city officials
are happy PNM stepped in to
supply natural gas when ener-
gy giant Enron filed for bank-

ruptcy-court protection, but’

the switch has been costly.
The city of Albuquerque will
spend about $30,000 a month

Berry's World

more to buy gas from Public
Service Company of New Mex-
ico in December and January
than from its former supplier,
Enron.

“l sure wish this was April or
May, not December,” said

Gene Bustamante, energy spe-
cialist for the city.
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Enron abruptly filed for
bankruptcy-court protection
Dec. 1. The company told PNM
the day before that it would no
longer be able to supply its
New Mexico customers, PNM
spokesman Don Brown said.

PNM'’s price to customers —
even though it’s the price PNM
actually pays for the gas — will
be higher than Enron’s. -

As one of the world’s largest
energy trading companies,
Enron was able to buy and con-
trol large volumes of gas at
fixed prices on the wholesale

market before demand
squeezed supplies and drove
prices up.

By locking in a low price,
Enron could afford to retail gas
at low prices, Brown said.

Some former Enron cus-
tomers are searching for
cheaper sources.

Albuquerque officials have
arranged to buy gas beginning
in February through a contract
that the state has with Utah-
based Wasatch Energy Corp.

The city will spend about
S60,000 more than estimated
for gas until it can switch sup-
pliers, Bustamante said. But
the added expense won’t hurt
the city’s budget.

“You always leave a bit of a

buffer.. We’ll end, up _pretty.

close -tex whatswe ihudgeted/5

Bustamante said. ,

Albuquerque saved about
$250,000 a year since it began
buying gas from Enron in 1998,
he said.

Enron guaranteed the cities
of Albuquerque and Farming-
ton that it would always beat
PNM'’s price for natural gas by
at least 5 percent.

Sometimes gas from Enron
was as much as 18 percent less,
Bustamante said.

Market prices for gas have
fallen steadily since April after
hitting record levels that
tripled bills last winter.

Albuquerque usually spends
about S2 million a year on natu-
ral gas, Bustamante said. Last
year, the city spent $3.5 million
because of last winter’s high
prices.
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stranger.

Jasmine Anderson was found Thursday after a nationwide search
that led authorities to a home in Williamson, W.Va., where the kid-
napping suspect allegedly took the toddler after the Christmas Eve
abduction, said Thomas J. Kneir, special agent in charge of the

FBI's Chicago office.

ents.

there with Jasmine.”

Anderson said she and her two daughters were waiting for a bus
home to Milwaukee on Monday when a woman with 3 tattoo on her
neck approached the family. The woman offered to give them a ride

home to Milwaukee.

The woman also suggested that she hold Jasmine while Ander-
son took her other daughter with her to the ticket counter. Ander-
son was waiting in line to return the tickets when the woman dis-
appeared with the toddler, Anderson said.

According to police, Matthews and her boyfriend later took the
toddler to the house of one of his relatives in a Chicago suburb on

Christmas Day.

Matthews “tried to pretend that the baby was her own,” Cline
said, dressing the girl in a Christmas dress and even posing with
her in a photo later obtained by police.

Early Wednesday morning, the couple traveled with Jasmine to
West Virginia. But their hosts spotted a photograph of Jasmine on
television and called police on Thursday.

The boyfriend was questioned and released, said Randy Cole-
man, a spokesman for the West Virginia Department of Military

Affairs and Public Safety.

A woman also named Sheila Matthews pleaded guilty in 1988 to
a kidnapping charge in Washington. That woman abducted a 2-1/2-
year-old girl from her parents in Seattle in 1987. The Chicago Police
Department could not confirm whether that woman and the one

e-Salneo. A

‘abductor’s grandmether, told The

1 Ga in"West Virginia that it was not th® first time her

granddaughter had been accused of taking someone’s child.
“Throw the book at her,” Nancy Matthews said. “She has done

this two more times. She was in jail in Seattle, Washington, for one

and a half years for kidnapping.”

Date Book

arrested Fhursday are-th
»Nancy Matthetvs, the alleged
Charleston Gazefte

Friday, Dec. 28, 2001

Today is the 362nd day of 2001
and the eighth day of fall.

TODAY’S HISTORY: On this
day in 1832, Vice President John
Caldwell Calhoun became the
first president to resign from
office. He resigned to run for a
Senate seat that had become
vacant.

On this day in 1869, Dr.
William Semple of Mount Ver-
non, Ohio, patented chewing
gum.

On this day in 1973, Alexander
Solzhenitsyn published “The
Gulag Archipelago,” a book about
labor camps in the Soviet Union.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS:
Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924),
U.S. president; Earl “Fatha”
Hines (1905-1983), musician:

‘Terry Sawchuck (1929-1970),

hockey great; Maggie Smith
(1934-), actress, is 67; Denzel
Washington (1954-), actor, is 47.

Have you had a

HEART VALVE
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[f you had heart valve replacement surgery during the
period 1997 to 2000, you should know that on January

21, 2000, St. Jude Medical, Inc. recalled all of its
Silzone® coated mechanical heart valves and valve
rings due to paravalvular leaking that can require
surgery to replace the defective valve, and can
cause fatigue, strokes, blood clots and heart failure.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, AND TO FIND OUT
IF YOUR ST. JUDE HEART VALVE
HAS BEEN RECALLED, PLEASE CALL US:

713-963-0400 .. 800-859-9009

BILL BASS & ASSOCIATES
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS

THREE RIVERWAY, SUITE 940
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77056

dfriend@billbasslaw.com

Not centified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
We often work in conjunction with other law firms on clients’ cases.

The child was apparently in good health and in the custody of
West Virginia authorities until she could be reunited with her par-

- Police arrested Sheila Matthews, 33, who has been charged with
one count of federal kidnapping. She was taken into custody and
was scheduled to appear in court in West Virginia today.

A tip from a relative of Matthews’ boyfriend led to the arrest.

“We're really grateful to everyone who helped,” said the child’s
mother, Marcella Anderson, fighting back tears. “Especially the
family members who were brave enough to come forward and had
really good hearts, and God bless everyone.”

Police say Matthews took the child to cover up a lie she made to
her boyfriend. Matthews told him she had a baby while he was in a
California prison, and when the man was released, she told him her
mother was caring for the baby in Chicago, police said.

“When she went to the Greyhound station that night, she was
looking to abduct a baby,” said Philip Cline, chief of detectives for
the Chicago Police Department. “And unfortunately Marcella was

State/National

TODAY’S SPORTS: On this
day in 1975, in a game against the
Minnesota Vikings, Roger
Staubach of the Dallas Cowboys
threw a 50-yard touchdown pass
to Drew Pearson with 24 seconds
remaining in the game. The Cow-
boys won 17-14. --

TODAY’S QUOTE: “Boast
not thyself of tomorrow; for thou
knowest not what a day may
bring forth.” — The Bible,
Proverbs 27:1

TODAY’S MOON: Between
first quarter (Dec. 22) and full

TEXAS LOTTERY
ST U R

Pick 3

AUSTIN (AP) — The win-
ning Pick 3 numbers drawn
Thursday by the Texas Lottery,
in order: |

4-53

Cash Five

AUSTIN (AP) — The win-
ning Cash Five numbers drawn
Thursday by the Texas Lot-

tery:
1-9-22-25-39
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National/State

lerrorist attacks erased doubts about /Bush

By WILL LESTER
Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sept.
11 dramatically transformed a
political year that began with
uncertainty about George W.
Bush’s legitimacy as president
after his contested election.

The president and his foreign
policy team became clear win-
ners in 2001 in a political world
turned on its head, analysts say.
Much of the year’s politics
before the attacks became irrele-
vant.

“He lost the popular vote and

ended the year with stratospher-
ic poll ratings. He began the year
as Clark Kent and ended up as
Superman,” said conservative
analyst Marshall Wittmann of
the Hudson Institute.
. Public concerns about terror-
ist attacks, homeland defense
and the anti-terror war overseas
rearranged political priorities
across the board. And that came
on top of a political year that was
already remarkable.

“It was a truly extraordinary
period,” said Thomas Mann a
political scholar at the Brookings
Institution. “We had four mega-
events over the last year.”

Mann described the events
this way:

—"The most controversial
presidential election in history.”

—"A change in party control
of the U.S. Senate in mid-ses-
sion.”

—"A sudden shift from a
decade of prosperity to recession
and the reappearance of deficits.”

—"And we had September
11th.”

Three of those four events
have helped shape today’s politi-
cal reality. The fourth — the con-
tested presidential election —
has faded into the background.

Bridge

By Phillip Alder

Dealer: South
Vulnerable: Both °

South West North
14 Pass 2 &
2NT Pass 3 &

4 & Pass Pass

Opening lead: ¥ A
Friday, Dec. 28, 2001
The queen captures
the wrong jack

By Phillip Alder
What is a knave? It might be a ras-

cal, or a serving-boy, or a playing-
card jack. For about the ﬁrst 50

ears of Bridge M

d, it was alwa aﬁe
jack And Lady Mary Wortley Mon-
tagu wrote: “We are no more free
agents than the queen of clubs
when she victoriously takes prison-
er the knave of hearts.” Hmm — no
bridge player she. All right, that was
written in 1759, well over 100 years
before auction bridge was invented.

How should South use a queen to
capture a kna¥e in this deal? Against
four spades, West begins with three
rounds of hearts. At trick four, East
shifts to the diamond two.
is always difficult to reach that con-

tract when you have an eightcard
major-suit fit. This is ially true

when you have an unguarded suit, !

like the hearts here.

Declarer won the diamond shift
at trick four, drew trumps, and
played off his three top clubs. How-
ever, when the jack didn’t fall, South
had to admit defeat. He could estab-
lish the club 10 with a ruff, but he
had no dummy entry left.

South should cash the spade jack,
then cross to the ace. If the
trumps break 4-1, declarer draws
trumps and hopes the clubs run.
Here, though when spades divide
3-2, South leaves the mi
outstandmg and moves to mﬂﬁlb& He
plays a club to his king and a club to
dummy’s ace. When eve fol-
lows, declarer ruffs a club in
hand, returns to dummy with a
trump, and cashes the club queen to
catch the knave. Finally, the club 10
is South’s l(lh trick.

1111111

Tom Daschle of South Dakota,
the Senate majority leader,

became the most prominent
Democrat when Vermont Repub-

lican Jim Jeffords became an
independent in May. Then-Major-
ity Leader Trent Lott of Missis-
sippi and Senate Republicans
were pushed from power.

Washington Today

Talk of balanced budgets,
changes in Social Security and
social programs requiring sub-
stantial new money faded as the
economy tanked.

Issues like national security,

missile defense and international

coalition building moved to the
forefront for the first time in a

Former teacher of year charged with indecency

Plano High School, began his
teaching career .at Hughston

Elementary School in Plano in
1979. In 1985, while serving as

PLANO (AP) — A school
administrator who in 1985 was
named Plano’s teacher of the
yvear has been charged with
felony child indecency based
upon a former student’s allega-
tions the man fondled him
more than a decade ago.

Joe Wayne Cates, 44, coordi-
nator of the Plano Independent
School District’s after-school

programs, turned himself in

Dec. 21 at the Collin County

Jail and was released shortly

after posting $25,000 bail on
second-degree felony charges,

The Dallas Morning News

reported in its today editions.

Neither Cates nor his attor-
ney could be reached for com-
rne(rllt Thursday, the newspaper
said.

Dear Abby

By Abigail Van Buren

DEAR ABBY: My mother is
divorced and currently datlr:ﬁ
“Scott,” a golf pro. He lives wi
another woman [I'll call Alice.
When Scott and my mother met in
a bar a year . he was honest
about the fact he was living with
someone. Alice is the woman Scott
left his wife for. They moved here
together from another state. How-
ever, he told my mother his rela-
tionship with Alice was essentially
over and he was waiting for the

nﬁcc ” to leave.
ording

to Scott, he owns no
furniture or household pliances,
and the truck he drives is in Alice’s

name. He says if he had any assets

~ his ex-wife would claim them. He's

not even listed in our local phone
book.

My sisters and | see red flags
and have warned Mother. She
ordered us to stay out of her life.
Mother believes 1f she holds out
lorhq enough, Scott will leave Alice
and come running to her. She
believes eve he says.

This has caused a huge rift in
our family. I know Mother doesn’t
want to be alone, but herd
a attempts to thggn hﬂ;&sﬂ‘ "ronmnceh :
into some ten
me. She did give Scott an ulti
tum about leaving Alice, which he
did briefly, and then returned to
lﬁie;L— but Mother continues to see

I don’t understand why Mother
isn’t and has so little pride
and self-respect. It has taken mﬁ
stre not to call Alice and te
her what is going on. Scott is tak-
ing advantag O women.

e of
Abby, am I way off base, or does

thiem otbeentinm l\m all f"\# mglnnm

of a disaster? — LOVE IS BLIND

AND STUPID IN MILWAUKEE

DEAR LOVE IS BLIND: Your
mother knows the risk she is tak-
mg.Sheisaﬁera inger with a
serious “handicap ., even if
she wins, shes gomg to wind up
with a loser.

Please try not to judge her

. If you can, involve her in
activities where she meet
someone eligible who her
interests. Then cross your fingers

- == Fwm T
T

Mom who's.after golf pro
.| may get stuck in the rough

We Never Thought You
Would Make It To 16.

NOW YOU §
ARE 18!

Love,
Momma, Daddy,
Miranda & Kenny

........

ecade.

“A new seriousness overtook
American politics,” said Mann.
“It was a radical change froin the
1990s when politics was so nasty
and trivial because the stakes
were low. Now there is a real
threat.”

Beneficiaries were the mem-

bers of the experienced foreign
affairs team put together by
Bush — jally Defense Sec-
retary Donald H. Rumsfeld, Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell and
Vice President Dick Cheney, a
former defense secretary.
Another politician whose for-
tunes soared after Sept. 11 was

The charges came three
weeks after a Collin County
sheriff's deputy found Cates
inside his car on a rural county
road with a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound to the head, offi-
cials said. That incident took
place two weeks after Plano
police began investigating the
former student’s complaints.

According to an affidavit pre-
pared by Plano police to secure
an arrest warrant, the investi-
gation began in October when
Plano Independent School Dis-
trict officials received an e-mail

from a man who said he was a

student at Hendrick Middle
School from 1987 to 1988 and
had been sexually abused by
Cates in the summer of 1989,
records show.

and pray.

*®

DEAR ABBY: | am married. |
love my husband, but I kissed
another man. [ feel awful about
this. It was crazy, but [ enjoyed the
momentary escape
Any advice on how to deal with
this? — FEELING GUILTY IN
MICHIGAN
DEAR FEELING GUILTY:
What you did was impulsive, fool-
ish and risky, and sent the wron
message to the man involved.
Before it happens again — and you
feel even worse — please schedule
some sessions with a counselor to
find out what made you vulnerable
to this indiscretion.

*®

DEAR ABBY: My wife and I
are looking forward to entertain-
ﬁnkh; our home. Neither of us

alcohol, and we prefer not
to have any in our home. Can you
help us with an appropriate way to

communicate that to our guests?
— T. TOTALLER IN ST. LOUIS

DEAR T.: Actions speak louder
than words. An appropriate way to

get your message across is simply"

to serve a variety of tasty, non-alco-
holic beverages at your gatherings.
If one of your guests mentions it,
don’t hesitate to tell that person
exactly what you have told me. In
your home, you make the rules.

*®

Dear Abby is written by Pauline
Phillips and daughter Jeanne
Phillips.

LB

For an excellent guide to
becomuabetm'mnvemauon
alist and a more attractive per-
son, order “How to Be Popu-
hr " Send a business-size, self-
dresoed envelope, ' plus
or money order for S5

9’% s FO. Box

P.O. Box
Morris, IL 61054-
0447 (Postage is inchnded.)
COPYRIGHT 2001
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from reality..

New York Mayor Rudolph Giu-
liani. His health problems and an
embarrassing divorce were domr-
inant images of the mayor before
the attacks. But his steady, calm
manmner afterward earned him
widespread respect.

The intense focus on the anti-
terror campaign pushed news
about most politics — especially
the 2004 presidential race — far
from view.

Democrats who needed to
build their national profiles found
they got almost no public atten-
tion for political activities."

Al Gore, the former vice presi-
dent and Democratic presidential
nominee won the popular vote in
the 2000 election. He was evenly
matched against Bush in polls
before Sept. 11. After the attacks,
Bush led Gore in a hypothetical
matchup by a 2-1 margin.

The man told district officials
that he was coming forward
because he wanted to make
sure Cates was no longer work-
ing with children, according to
the affidavit.

The man, now 26, told police
investigators that the abuse
took place at Cates’ home in
east Plano the night before his
former teacher was scheduled
to take him on a trip with a
church youth group, the police
affidavit states. Investigators
said in the affidavit that the man
told them Cates fondled him
while he slept in Cates’ bed.

Cates served as director of
the youth program at the
Reformed Church in Plano for
16 years before resigning the
position voluntarily in early

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — The
owner of Monster.com declined
to enter a bidding war for rival
Internet career site HotJobs.com,
clearing the way for Yahoo! Inc.
to buy HotJobs for $S436 million.

HotJobs formally accepted
Yahoo's offer Thursday, the same
day Monster decided not to
sweeten its 6-month-old offer for
HotJobs.

Two weeks ago, Yahoo made
an unsolicited bid for HotJobs in
hopes of wooing the No. 2 help-
wanted site away from No. 1

Monster, which is owned by
TMP Worldwide Inc. of New

York. Hot Jobs said it would
accept Yahoo's cash-and-stock
offer unless TMP increased the
all-stock bid the companies
agreed upon in June.

Analysts had expected a bid-
ding war between TMP and
Yahoo, but TMP said Thursday it
already had offered “full and fair
value” for HotJobs and would not
change its terms. HotJobs will
pay TMP a $15 million breakup
fee and S2 million for expenses.

“We look forward to compet-
ing with HotJobs in this dynamic
and growing marketplace,”
TMP’s chairman and chief execu-
tive, Andrew McKelvey, said in a
statement. A spokesman for
Monster, based in Maynard,
Mass., declined to comment fur-
ther.

TMP’s offer for HotJobs was
worth about $12.20 per share at
firstt but TMP's stock has
declined since then, making the
deal worth $9.19 a share at the
close of business Wednesday.
Yahoo's offer values HotJobs at
$10.50 per share.

Hotlohs CEO Dimity ]%‘n}f'mn
predicted the alliance with Yahoo
will help his site realize its goal of
toppling Monster.com as the
leader in the S1 billion market for
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The public had a favorable
view of almost everyone serving
in government and for govern-
ment in general. The attacks had
reminded them they need gov-
ernment to keep them safe.

“By suspending politics for two
months, everybody’s evaluations
went up — of state legislators,
governors and the president,”
said Bruce Cain, a political scien-
tist from the University of Cali-
fornia-Berkeley. “It was an inter-
esting national experiment — the
less politicians attacked one

another, the higher the public’s
estimation of government and

politics.”

But Democrats have decided
they can fight politically about
domestic issues, while support-
ing Bush on the war. And by
year's end, both parties had
resumed the partisan political

November. As youth leader,
Cates wrote children’s plays
and led youth trips across the
Southwest, church .officials
said.

Officials with the church,
where Cates until recently
served as youth program direc-
tor, expressed surprise and dis-
belief at the allegations.

“I've known this gentleman
for 22 years, and I've trusted
him with my family and I'd do it
again,” said the Rev. Jack
Buteyn, the church’s senior
pastor.

Danny Modisette, deputy
superintendent for the PISD,
said Cates was placed on paid
leave earlier this month. He
declined to elaborate.

Cates, a 1975 graduate of

online job postings.
“This is going to be a very pow-
erful combmanon It should

yqus , lot more interest-
meanc%y and inter-
nauonally he said in an mter
view Thursday.

With revenue expected to be
down 37 percent this year, Yahoo
is hunting for new ways of mak-
ing money beyond advertising.
New  York-based HotJobs
charges employers and
recruiters to post job openings
and to access its database of
resumes.

Yahoo hasn’t determined
whether it will lay off any of
HotJobs' 525 workers after the
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Democrats

gressional elections.

But any hopes they had of chal
lenging Bush'’s claim to the pres-

idency are gone.

“Whatever happens in the
future, questions about George
Bush’s legitimacy have complete-
ly disappeared,” said University
of Virginia political scientist
Larry Sabato.

And the question about who
can lead a sharply divided natiop
has been answered.

“It was an awful way to get
there,” said political scientist
Merle Black of Emory Universi-
ty, “but Americans did find a
leader.”

a physical education teacher at
Hughston Elementary School,
Cates was named the Plano dis-
trict’s teacher of the year.

He also served as a teacher
and assistant principal at Wil-
son Middle School from 1980 to
1986 and as a teacher at Hen
drick in 1986 and 1987 before
moving to the district’s Special
Programs Center. He worked at
the center as a teacher, assis-
tant principal, and associate
principal until 2000.

If indicted and convicted on
the indecency charge, Cates
could face a maximum sentence
of 20 years in prison.

TMP, owner of Monster.com,
bows out of HotJobs bidding

deal closes in the first quarter of

2002, Boylan said.

Shares of HotJobs fell 30 cents,
nearly 3 percent, to close at

.
26 tents to3817.77,- and-’FMP
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moved up $1.85, more than 4 per-
cent, to $43.73.

On the Net:
http://www.hotjobs.com

http://careers.yahoo.com
http://www.monster.com
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JIMMY NEUTRON
BOY GENIUS.

Voices Martin Short, Patrick
Stewart In this computer-animated
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