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Cardinals fly to Vatican to elect new pope

By Michael Paulson

N.Y. Times News Service

This morming at 10:30 in Rome, the princes of the
Catholic Church will file into Bologna Hall of the Apos-
tolic Palace, still grieving over the death of Pope John
Paul II, but looking increasingly toward the moment
in two weeks when they will formally begin to choose

his successor.

INSIDE

=+ John Paul IlI's life
should serve as inspiration
to all./6A

In the room will be cardinals from Italy, where
many are looking to reclaim the top post in a church they led for centunes betore
John Paul II's election, and cardinals from the developing world, where many
hope the church will look for a powerful symbolic choice as it did in choos-

ing a Pole in 1978.

“This will be interesting, exciting and a httle scary,” Cardinal Theodore E.

Snapshot of Pope John Paul II

NAME — Pope John Paul Il was born
Karol Joseph Wojtyla

BIRTH DATE — May 18, 1920

AGE — 84.

BIRTH PLACE — Wadowice, Poland
EDUCATION AND EARLY CAREER —
John Paul studied for the priesthood and was
ordained in 1946. He then went to Rome for
more study. He retumed to Poland, eamed a

doctorate in theology. He became auxihary
bishop of Krakow in 1958 and bishop in 1964
Three years later, Pope Paul VI made him
carginal

PAPACY — John Paul Il became pontiff in

1978 — the “year of the three popes.” He was

the first non-italian pontiff in 455 years and at
58, the youngest pope in 125 years. His pre-

decessor, John Paul |, had been pope only 33

days, succeeding Paul VI, who died after a
15-year reign

QUOTE — “What human institution, what
pariament, has the nght to legalize the kilhng

of an innocent and defenseless human being?

What parliament has the nght to say You are

McCamnick, the archbishop of Wash-
ington, D.C., told reporters as he pre-
pared to leave for Rome. " Y ou know
you're going to share with another
116 people that extraordinary
opportunity and that extraordinary
responsibility.”

The cardinals will be 1in many
ways united by a shared doctrinal
orthodoxy — all but three of them
were appointed by the current pope
— but differentiated by their vary-
ing life expenences, shaped n part
by geopolitics and their varying roles
as administrators of dioceses around
the world or as heads of agencies at
the Vaucan.

Although many of the 117 men
who will elect the next pontift have
met one another — despite living all
over the world, the cardinals meet
periodically at church gathenngs and
ceremonies — nearly one-quarter
were named cardmals just 17 months
ago and remain relatively unknown.

During these next two weeks, the
cardinals will have a chance to si1ze
one another up, meeting daily as the
College of Cardinals assumes col-
lective oversight of the global church
and the Vatican bureaucracy dunng
this interregnum.

“They re not allowed to politick
directly, to speak about names, but
they are encouraged to jalk about
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free to kill,” or even 'killing i1s in order, where
the greatest efforts should be made to protect

and help life in the first place?” — Mass at
Radom, Poland, June 4, 1991

problems facing the church, their per-
spective on the problems and pror-
iies, and in doing so they get a very
Clear sense ot where one another are
coming from,” said Wilham J.
Tighe, an associate protessor of his-

tory at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, Pa.
Scholars who study papal transitions say history suggests that the cardinals

STANDING
GUARD

Please see POPE/4A

FOR SYRIA

PROMISES A Syrian military sol-
dier guards at his position at a
guardhouse with a Syrian flag in
Bekaa Valley east of Beirut,
Lebanon, Sunday. The Syrian
government has promised to
remove all its troops and intelli-

gence

agents from Lebanon by

April 30, the U.N. envoy said Sun-
day after meeting with Syria’s
president and foreign minister.

Petros Karadjias/AP

ALOOK INSIDE
Dave Barry/1B
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Midland reserve school
trains dozens of soldiers

By Emily Baker
Staff Writer

U.S. Army Reserve Sgt. William Bedford humedly paced
around the front of a classroom as he persistently twisted
his wedding ring. He threw a few “and, uh’s into his lec-
ture as he sped up the pace at which he was talking and flailed
his arms around the front of his body.

His students immediately picked up on it. Fidgeting, not
clearly communicating and being overly dramatic can kill
a lesson.

Bedford, an instructor with Team N of the 9th Battalion
(Quartermaster), 4th Brigade (Combat Service Support), 95th
Division (Instructor Training), which has a school here in
Midland, was providing examples to his students of what
not to do.

Because training can mean the difference between life
and death for a soldier, Bedford's students, who are in school
learning to be instructors themselves, must leam proper effec-
tive communication.

About 70 Army Reservists train per year at the 95th Divi-
sion school, which 1s held at the Armed Forces Reserve Cen-
ter, nestled between the Permian Basin Vietnam Veterans

»

GATHERING AT
VATICAN
Thousands of peo-
ple crowd St.
Peter’'s Square at
the Vatican as
they attend a Mass
for the repose of
Pope John Paul
II's soul celebrat-
ed by the Vatican
secretary of state,
Cardinal Angelo
Sodano Sunday
on the steps of St.
Peter's Basilica.
The Vatican
announced John
Paul died at 9:37
p.m. Saturday
after a long public
struggle against
debilitating iliness.
He was 84. Today,
117 princes of the
Catholic Church
will file into
Bologna Hall of
the Apostolic
Palace to spend
two weeks decid-
ing who will be his
successor.

- s -

'1‘..-..__ - L

Andrew
Medichinii/AP

Presidential Museum in Odessa seeks
more visitors, money to secure future

By Bob Campbell

Staff Wriren

ODESSA — With only the second pair of tather-
son presidents in Amernican history being from the
Permian Basin, you'd think the Presidential Muse-
um & Leadership Library would be more popular

I'he museum. 4919 E. University Ave.. 15 1n
financial straits in only the third year since Texas
spent 52.5 million to build 1t, and board members
are at a loss to decipher the problem

“We re trying to get financial stabihity,” said
board president Letue England of Odessa Frniday.
“We re kicking oft a membership drive, visiting
with community leaders, fund-raising and grant
wriing.

“We don't want the museum to close now with
the "Little Bush Home™ completed. Bush 41 and
Barbara are aware of the house and all we did.
lhey re very tlattered. They sent us a wondertful
DVD when we dedicated the house in December.”

England referred to the small frame house the first
president and first lady Bush bought in September
1948 and lived in with 3-year-old George W. Bush
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SCHOOL U.S. Army Reservist SFC Larry Rodriquez,
far left, administers one of nine tests to a group of
fellow reservists during Phase | of a U.S. Army
Reserve 95th division training school Saturday.

Memonal and the Midland College aviation technician
hangar at Midland International Airport. Soldiers from a
nine-state region train at the school.

The students attend classes once a month to learn com-
bat service support skills depending on the job they have
chosen. Soldiers who attend school in Midland concentrate
in any of three areas taught at the school: petroleum sup-
ply, food services or laundry and bath services.

Some learn to be instructors of such topics, like Bedford's

Please see RESERVISTS/4A
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at 916 E. 17th St. untul April 1949, when they
moved to San Dhego, Caht

[t's on the north side of the museum and 1s open
the same hours 10 am. to 5 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday with $8 admission for adults, $5
for students and semor citizens and $3 for ele
mentary school students.

I'he Bushes returned 1n 1950 to the Basin and
Midland, where the UTPB-athihated museum
owns the brick home George W. and his wife Lau
ra were in at 1405 W. Golt Course Road when they
had their twin daughters.

I'he Bushes are the first father-son presidents (the
41st and 43rd) since John Adams and John Quin-
cy Adams, the second and sixth chiet executives
in 1797-1801 and 1825-29. “I think people feel like
they 're ours,” said England.

Ector County commussioners have cut their annu-
al museum support from nearly $100,000 to
$79.000, and will provide one more year of pro-
portionately reduced funding. It has a $200,000
operating budget

Patsy Sparkman. one of three Midland board

Please see MUSEUM/4A

Hotel/motel tax dollars
could help raise tourism

B High bed taxes do not necessarily
deter business. guests or tournism,
eXperts say.

By Stephanie A. Miller
Staff Writer

Though some may consider a 1.5 percent tax
increase a small amount, the additional
hotel/motel tax could mean more for the Mid-
land County multi-purpose facility.

The county is seeking the amount as an
increase to the hotel occupancy tax, which, if
state approved, would help offset operations
of the under-construction Horseshoe facility.

Other counties with a hotel occupancy tax
larger or compatible to Midland's proposal
mainly use the extra funds for tourism pro-
motion.

If the proposed tax, which would be the first
for the county, were approved, Midland’s hotel
occupancy tax, or hotel/motel tax, would rise
to a total of 14.5 percent. Since 1976, the city

Please see TAX/4A
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Syble Tanner

Syble Tanner, age 80, of Mid-
land, passed away peacefully at
her home on Saturday, April 2,
2005. Funeral services will be
held on Wednesday, Aprl 6,
2005 at 11 A.M. at Trinity Pres-
byterian Church in Midland. with
Reverend Sherry Holloman,
Associate Pastor, officiating. The
family will receive friends on
Tuesday, Apnil 5. 2005 from 6
unti] 8 P.M. at Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home, 3800 N.
Big Spring St. in Midland.

Syble was born on May 18,
1924 in Shelbyville, Texas, a
daughter to the late Bishop and
Claudia Andrews. She was raised
in Oklahoma and graduated from
Wellston High School in 1942,

She had worked at Tinker Air
Force Base during WWII. Syble
met and married Ashby David
“Bud” Tanner on August 4, 1950
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
She gave birth to two sons and
was a very loving wite, mother,
and later, grandmother. The tam-

LOCAL & STATE

ily moved to Midland in 1966.
For a large part of her life, she
was a homemaker, returning to
work outside the home after the
death of Bud in 1976.

Syble had worked for Midland
Independent School District, Per-
mian Basin Petroleum Associ-
ation, and duning all of these jobs,
she continued to work as a book-
keeper at Trinity Presbytenan
Church where she has held mem-
bership since 1966. Syble was a
wonderful seamstress, and par-
ticipated weekly with a group
known as ““The Wild Old Women
and the Sew & Sews™ at Trimity
Presbyternian. She loved and
enjoyed the fellowship with these
women.

Surviving Syble are two sons:
Paul and wife Donna Tanner ot
Tom Bean, TX, David and wife
Denise Tanner of Midland, TX.,
four grandchildren, Jonathan and
Kirk Tanner, and Nicole and
Danielle Barnett, and a sister-in-
law: Theresa Andrews ol
Auburn, Washington.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, her husband, Bud,
and her brother, Sylvan Andrews.

The family suggests memori-
als to Home Hospice. 901 W.
Missouri, Midland, TX 79701, or
to Trinity Presbyterian Church,
2800 W. Louisiana. Midland,
TX 79701

Services are under the direction
of Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funer-
al Home and Crematory of Mid-
land. Online condolences may be
made at www.npwelch.com.

2 Nalley-Pickle & Welch
| Funeral Home
& Crematory

(432) 550-5800

DEATH NOTICES

Pauline Branson

Pauline Branson died Friday,
April 1. Services will be 1 p.m.
today, Apnil 4 at Ellis Funeral
Home Chapel with the Rev. Bob
Ellison officiating. Internment
will be at Resthaven Memonal
Park. Arrangements are under the
direction of Ellis Funeral Home.

She was born Jan. 23, 1915 10
Martson Clay and Lila Puckett in
Arkansas, where she was raised
and educated. She marmed Robert
Branson in 1931, and the couple
moved to Midland in 1948 tfrom
Detroit. She was a member of and
a Sunday school teacher at
Belview Baptist Church for more
than 20 years.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, one daughter, one
son, six brothers, two sisters and
two grandchildren.

She is survived by one sister,
Betty Donaldson of Michigan:
five grandchildren: eight great-

egrandchildren; and 12 great-
great-grandchildren.

Memornials may be directed to
Belview Baptist Church, 1710 N.
Big Spring St., Midland, 79701-
2624,

John Johnson

John Johnson died Sunday,
April 3. Services are pending with
Ellis Funeral Home.

Blanche Shank

Blanche Shank of Midland died
Saturday, Apnl 2. Services are
pending at Ellis Funeral Home.

Miguel Borrego

BIG PRING — Miguel Bor-
rego, 97, of Big Spring died Sun-
day, April 3 at a local hospital.
Services are pending with Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring.

Substance abuse prevention programs

From Staff Reports

Members of the Midland
Coalition joined prevention pro-
fessionals from across the state at
the capitol Thursday to advocate
increased levels of funding for
substance abuse prevention In
Texas.

Mitchell Moore from the
Palmer Drug Abuse Program
(PDAP), Brent Blackburn from
the Midland Coalition and Ruby
Moore from Extreme Youth
Leadership met with Sen. Kel
Seliger, staff members from the
office of Speaker of the House
Tom Craddick and other legisla-
tors to discuss the ments of sub-
stance abuse prevention.

Sen. Jane Nelson sponsored
Senate Resolution 5H), which rec-
ognized March 31 as Alcohol,
Tobacco and Other Drug Abuse
Prevention Day at the State Capi-
tol ““in an effort to encourage our
citizens to continue their efforts
to eradicate the abuse of such
drugs from our society.”

A 2000 study completed under
the Texas Commission on Alco-

Catch

* Shanna Sissom’s
column on
Tuesdays

Shanna Sissom
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join efforts to increase funding levels

hol and Drug Abuse estimated the
total economic cost associlated
with alcohol and drug abuse to be
$25.9 billion in Texas alone. In
2004, the National Institute on
Drug Abuse reported that ever)
$1 invested in research-based pre-
vention programs saves up to $10
In treatment Coslis.

“Substance abuse 1S going
down today — all the way down
to elementary age children.”
Moore said. “All we ask 1s that
as appropriations come around,
(legislators) don 't torget the next
group of kindergartners who are
coming into the school system.”

The Texas School Survey.
spring 2002, reported that 50 per-
cent of Midland seniors had used
marijuana in the 30 days pnior to
the survey, 80 percent had con-
sumed alcohol during that ume
and that the rate of cocaine use
among Midland seniors was
shightly less than double the state
rate.

For more information about
substance abuse prevention
efforts in Midland, please contact
Blackburn at 685-3836.

American Heart
Association

Reduce your
risk factors

There is a Difference

in Funeral Homes
Our people care about
you and your loved ones.

Our hometown staff of
funeral professionals live in
Midland and raise their
families here, just like you.

Ellia 7umenal Fome

683-5555
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Leader Tom DeLay, R-Texas, left, and Speaker of the House

Dennis Hastert, R-lil., talk to members of the media as they walk to Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist's, R-Tenn., office, March 20 in Washington. House Republicans, seeing Congress
as a last hope for Terri Schiavo, convened an extraordinary Palm Sunday session that night
to pass legislation aimed at prolonging the Florida woman’s life. Democrats refused to allow
the measure to go ahead, forcing Republicans to scramble to bring their members back to

Washington.

Poll finds DeLay support slips drastically

HOUSTON (AP) — Support for House Major-
ity Leader Tom Delay has shpped drastically in
his district, and a majority of his constituents dis-
approve of how he handled the Tern Schiavo case.
according to a Houston Chronicle poll.

Nearly 40 percent of 501 voters questioned last
week said their opinion of the powerful Sugar Land
Republican was less favorable than last year, com-
nared with 11 percent who said their view of him has
improved, the newspaper reported Sunday. The poll
1ad a margin of error of plus or minus 4.5 percent.

Half of the respondents gave Del.ay a somewhat
or very favorable rating.

However, 49 percent said they would vote tor
someone other than Del.ay if a congressional elec-
tion in the 22nd District were at hand. Thirty-nine
percent said they would stick with him.

“There seems to be no question that there has been
an erosion in support for the congressman, said
John Zogby, whose polling company, Zogby
International, performed the survey. “He 1s post-
ing numbers that one would have to consider in the
dangerous territory for an incumbent. And he 1sn'1

just an incumbent, he is a longtime incumbent.”

“Voters 1n his district have been electing Con
eressman Delay for over 20 years. They do that
because he’s getting things done for the area. He s
also earned their support because they know he s
guided by principles not polls,” spokesman Dan
Allen said Sunday.

Seventy-eight percent of Republican voters said
they picked Del.ay in 2004, and 63 percent said the)
would do so again.

“He hasn’t lost a majority of conservatives, but
he has lost enough of them to pull him down, said
Zogby. who has conducted public opmion polls
since 1984, “These are not good re-election num-
bers.”

But he noted that Delay still has a year and a
half before he has to seek re-election.

Del.ay’s district, which sprawls across the
Southemn suburbs of Houston, changed shape tor the
last election because of a state redistricting effort
that he promoted to elect more Republicans to the
U.S. House. He won his | 1th term in 2004 with 55
percent of the vote, his lowest share ever.

The poll findings come as DeLay slogs through
one of the roughest years of his two decades on
Capitol Hill.

He was admonished three times by the House
ethics committee, questions have been raised
about the financial backing for some of his over-
seas trips., and Travis County District Attorney Ron-
nie Earle. a Democrat, i1s investigating the politi-
cal fund-raising tactics of a political action com-
mittee Delay helped set up.

Amid these controversies, about 51 percent of
voters in his district have a favorable view of him
and 44 percent do not, according to the poll.

In the survey, 268 people, or 53 percent, said they
are Republicans: 166, or a third, identified them-
selves as Democrats: one 1s a Libertanan, and the
rest are independents.

On the Schiavo i1ssue, Delay consistently has stat-
ed that his constituents backed his decision to lead
Congress into the dispute over whether to contin-
ue nourishment to the severely brain-damaged Flon-
da woman.

But nearly 69 percent of people in the poll, includ-
ing substantial majorities of Democrats and Repub-
licans. said they opposed the government s inter-
vention in the long-standing family battle.

Respondents in the Chronicle survey also were
critical of DeLay’s individual role. Nearly 58 per-
cent disapproved of his decision to get Congress
involved.

Slightly more Republicans approved of Delay s
personal action on Schiavo than opposed it, while
Democrats overwhelmingly opposed his efforts to
involve Congress.

Del.ay argued that his morals guided him in the

case of Schiavo, who died Thursday. But nearly halt

of those polled said he intervened in the case for
political gain.

Spurred on by Del.ay, Congress passed a bill that
granted a federal review of a Flornida state judge’s
ruling that Schiavo’s feeding tube be removed as
requested by Michael Schiavo, her husband and
legal guardian.

Zogby 1s a Democrat, but he descnbes his polling
firm as “mulitantly independent” with chents
among both major political parties.

POLICE REPORTS

Source: Midland Counry Sheriff s Office

Possession of a controlled ty troopers near mile marker gram. Bond not set.

substance less than |1 gram: 145 on Interstate 20 on a

Brenda Lee Castullo, 36, of charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than |
gram. Bond not set.

Midland was arrested Saturday
by Department of Public Safety

Theft less than $1,500 with
two or more convictions:

Larry Green, 35, of Midland
was arrested Saturday by Mid-

| follow u

troopers near mile marker 145 on
Interstate 20 on a charge of pos-
session of a controlled substance
less than 1 gram. Bond not set.

Possession of a controlled
substance less than 1 gram:

Mike Nena Mora, 34, of

Midland was arrested Saturday
by Department of Public Safe-

= Beltone

belping the world bear better

Possession of a controlled
substance less than 1 gram:

Freddie Aguirre Villa, 37, of
Stanton was arrested Saturday
by Department of Public Sate-
ly troopers near mile marker
145 on Interstate 20 on a
charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than one

land Police Department officers
at the intersection of Lee Street
and Washington Avenue on a
charge of theft less than $1,500
with two or more convictions.
Bond: $2.,500.

Note: All reported arrests
are felonies.
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Gay couples file lawsuit after

NATION

Michigan denies them benefits

By Rick Lyman

N.Y. Times News Service

DETROIT — Kathleen Moltz,
a pediatric endocrinologist at
Children’s Hospital of Michigan,
said she and her partner, Dahlia
Schwartz, talked it over for quite
some time before deciding to sue
the governor.

“We're not conflict seekers.”
Schwartz said. “We just want to
live our lives quietly.”

But at stake, they said, are the
health benefits that Schwartz, as
Moltz's domestic  partner,
receives from Wayne State Uni-
versity, which operates the hos-
pital.

“It 1s not a small issue to us,”
Schwartz said. “I have a thyroid
condition. And a main reason we
moved to Michigan was so |
would be able to stay at home
with the children.”

In November, Michigan voters,
along with those in 12 other states,
approved legislation to define
marriage as an institution between
aman and a woman. On March 16,
Michigan's attomey general, Mike
Cox, took that one step further, rul-
ing that passage of the amendment
by a margin of 59 percent to 41
percent means that gay and lesbian
state workers should be ineligible
in the future for health benefits for
their partners.

Michigan 1s not the only state
in which a battle over the rights
of same-sex partners i1s under
way, but 1t has become the tocus
of attention with the filing of a
lawsuit by the American Civil
Liberties Union in which 21
same-sex couples ask the state
courts to clarify whether the
amendment’s passage means the
loss of their benefits.

“A lot hinges on what happens
in the case in Michigan,” said
Jeremy Bishop, program director
for National Pride at Work, the
AFL-CIO’s constituency group
for gay workers. “If the courts
rule untavorably for us, then | can
well imagine the nght wing tak-
ing the same argument to all 13
states that passed these amend-
ments last year.

The argument over the defini-
tion of marnage, specifically
whether it should apply to same-
sex couples, has been simmering
for years but heated up last year

after the granting of gay mar-
riages In Massachusetts, San

Francisco and elsewhere.

Proponents of the amendments
contend that they are simply try-
ing to make clear and cement into
state constitutions that a majori-
ty of Americans are opposed to
defining a gay relationship as a
marrnage.

“Our behlief 1s that it’s only
appropriate that mamage between
one man and one woman be giv-
en special recognition, special
incentives and special protection
under the law,” said Gary Glenn,
president of the Amencan Family
Association of Michigan, a spear
head of the amendment s passage.

The first legal challenge to the
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amendments erupted in Michigan
solely by chance, Glenn said,
because a Kalamazoo city com-
missioner asked for an opinion
from the attorney general about
that city’s workers.

“1 do not believe that the vot-
ers of Michigan would have
passed this amendment if they
knew that it would mean taking
away health benefits from same-
sex partners,” said Kan Moss,
executive director of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union of
Michigan, which has filed suit
against the governor 1n an etfiort
to overturn the attorney general '
interpretation.

Advocates for gay nghts have
argued since the ame ndmenl S pas-
sage in Michigan that proponents
operated a kind of bait-and-switch
on voters, pretending that they
wanted only to strengthen the tra-
ditional concept of mamage when
they were actually intending to roll
back the rights that gay Amencans
have won over the decades.

“Personally, 1 think the con-
servative right wing has over-
stated their mandate, just like they
did in the Tern Schiavo nght-to-
die case,” said Dennis Patrick, a
communications professor at
Eastern Michigan University. He
and his partner of seven years,
Tom Patrick, are raising three
adopted sons and two foster chil-
dren. “Once people hear that ben-
efits are being taken away, they
don’t like it. They say, ‘Hey, wait
a second, that’s not night.”

Glenn disputes the contention
that any bait-and-switch was
involved. The key issue, before
and after the election, was defin-
ing marriage, he said. As for ben-
efits, his group believes that it 1s
acceptable for benefits to contin-
ue to gay households, if structured
in a way that does not define the
relationship as a marnage.

“The point i1s recognition of

what constitutes mamage, Glenn

h.did.

“not who gets benefits.

The Adult Choice

Actually, the issue may be
addressed first in a suit filed long
before the amendment s passage
by the Thomas More Law Center
in Ann Arbor, arguing that pub-
lic school employees in that city
should not be eligible for benefits
for same-sex partners. That suit
was based on an earlier Michigan
law defining marmage, but the
center has since filed a motion
incorporating passage of the
amendment into their argument.

One thing that the courts will
likely have to decide, whether in
the Ann Arbor case or the ACLU
one, 1s the definition of a state
worker. Is a state worker an
employee of only a state, county
or local government? Or should
the defimition also include
employees of state-run universi-
ties and local school districts?

"It seems like you make
progress being accepted and then,
all ot a sudden, they try to take
it away, said Wade Carlson,
Kalamazoo s city treasurer, who
has been 1n a relationship for 24
years with Kevin McCann. who
works for a local tactory.

Meanwhile, supporters of tra-
ditional-marriage amendments
are carrying the cause to more
states. On Tuesday, Kansas res-
idents will vote on an amendment
to their constitution. In Indiana
and Virginia. amendments have
passed the legislatures this year,
but under the laws of those states
must pass again next year before
going to voters. In Tennessee, an
amendment will go to voters In
November 2006.

Similar legislative efforts are
under way in South Carolina,
Minnesota and other states.

Not all states, however, are

moving to restrict recognition of

same-sex relationships. Efforts to
ban same-sex unions failed this
year in Maryland and ldaho. In
Connecticut, a legislative com-
mittee has approved a bill allow-
ing such unions.
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HUNNING OFF THE FIAILS An Amtrak train is shown after it derailed Sunday near White
Salmon, Wash. The Portland, Ore.-bound train was carrying 115 people when the loco-
motive’'s wheels left the track, leaving four passenger cars leaning upright against an
embankment in the Columbia River Gorge, about 45 miles east of Portland, Ore., Amtrak

spokeswoman Marcie Golgoski said.

Amtrak train’s engine derails,
sending at least 10 to hospital

WHITE SALMON, Wash. (AP) — The
engine of an Amtrak train derailed Sunday
along the Columbia River, sending at least 10
passengers to hospitals with mostly minor
injunies, ofticials said.

The Portland, Ore.-bound train was carrying
115 people when the locomotive’s wheels left
the track, leaving four passenger cars leaning
upright against an embankment in the Colum-
bia River Gorge, about 45 miles east ot Port-
land, Ore., Amtrak spokeswoman Marcie
Golgoski said.

Three people remained 1n hospitals Sunday
afternoon, including a pregnant woman who
was admitted for observation. Seven others,

IS YOUR ENERGY BILL EATING YOUR LUNCH??
White Vinyl Welded Double Hung Replacement

~ WINDOWS & SIDING

PAGE 3A

including a man with a shoulder injury, were
treated and released.

Rail crews were clearing the track, but 1t was
not expected to reopen until Monday, said Gus
Melonas, a spokesman for BNSF Railway Co.,
which owns and operates the track.

By midday. passengers who could travel were
loaded onto school buses and taken to Van-
couver, Wash., and Portland, Ore.

The National Transportation Safety Board
and BNSF were investigating the cause of the

accident.

On the Net:
Amtrak: www.amtrak.com
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LEAN UP, CLEAN UP Team Budweiser, consisting of drivers, salesmen, management

i '
i &

Kris J. Murante/Reporter-Telegram

II"-| A " I . :.. fa EF L‘ -| ™
a1 A0 sy
""h '_:h}-t'.t 'E: -

and distributors of Bud products, comb a lot behind 7-Eleven at Thomason Drive and
Loop 250 Saturday morning during a Keep Midland Beautiful Cleanup project. Two of
the team members seen here are Chris Olivas, left, and Brian Mechan.

POPE

(From 1A)

will probably look tor an older man as
the next pope — probably someone
between 65 and 75 years old — to

increase the odds the next papacy will be
relatively short after the 26-year papa-
cy of John Paul I1. That 1s because dur-
ing a long papacy. power tends to con-
centrate in Rome; a short papacy would
allow power to devolve back to the local
church and would function as a kind of
transition period.

But this strategy has backfired in the
past — in 1878, at the close of the 31-
year-long papacy of Pius IX, the College
of Cardinals chose 68-year-old Cardinal
Gioacchino Vincenzo Pecci, who was in
weak health, as his successor. Cardinal
Pecci, who took the name Leo XIII,
served for another 25 years.

Technically, the next pope does not
have to be a cardinal; any baptized man
can be elected. But scholars say to be
considered papabile, or pope-worthy, one
must be a cardinal, multilingual — 1de-
ally, at least conversant in Enghsh,
French, German, Itahan, Latin and
Spanish — and comfortable with the high
visibility and frequent travel that has
become an expectation of a pope n the
information age.

“The personality, character, the holi-
ness, and balance ot the man 1s the most
important and determinant issue of choos-
ing the next pope,” said Robert Moyni-
han, editor of the Rome-based monthly
magazine Inside the Vatican. "It requires
a man who can remain balanced in the
face of unpredictable and difficult chal-
lenges.”

But there are also geopolitical con-

cerns. Scholars generally agree the next
pope will not be from the United States,
in part because of a concern about allow-
ing a citizen of the world’s only super-
power to assume the helm of the church,
and in part because many cardinals view
the American church as liberal and prob-
lem-plagued.

But, if there 1s consensus about where
the pope will not come from, there 1s none
about where he will come from.

Many Italians would like to reclaim the
papacy — the pope, after all, serves as
bishop of Rome — and some of the most
frequently mentioned candidates, par-
ticularly Cardinal Dionigi Tettamanzi, the
archbishop of Milan, hail from ltaly.
There are more cardinals from ltaly than
from any other country, but the number
of Italian cardinals 1s just 20 — far too
few to elect a pope without support from
many others.

*“It would be preferable to have an ltal-
lan pope after a Polish one,” Lugi
Bianchi, 70, of Rome said Sunday as he
sat with his wife in the late-afternoon
sunlight, gazing at the continuous flow
of people filing into St. Peter’s Square.
But his wife, Franca, 50, chimed 1n, say-
ing, “Even 1if he 1s foreign, it doesn't
make a difference, as long as he 1s good
like this one.”

There are a handful of non-Itahan Euro-
peans who have drawn attention because
of their scholarly accomphshments or oth-
er leadership in the church. They include
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, a German
bishop who 1s the church's controversial
doctnnal watchdog in his role as prefect
of the Congregation for the Doctrnine of
the Faith, and the archbishop of Vienna,
Cardinal Chnistoph Schvnborn.

(From 1A)

students. And like with any sub-
ject, making use of proper
methodology is key to effective
teaching in the Army.

Rule one to being a good
Army teacher: Begin with an
exciting ane¢dote.

“A lot of military classes are
boring enough,” Bedford told the
class. “You want to entice people
to leamn.”

Rule two: Use action verbs. For
soldiers, being told to “unload an
M60 machine gun™ 1s much more
exciting than “take ammunition of
a gun,” Bedford said, which
brought the enthusiastic Army
“hooah™ response, adding cre-
dence to his instruction.

As excitement about becoming
instructors oozed throughout the
classroom for students who want-
ed to train troops (“hooah™),
make rank by becoming instruc-
tors (“hooah™) and gain real-world
teaching experience (again, the
response to that comment was
“hooah™), students in the next
classroom were learning the par-
ticulars of fuel handling.

A backsplash of an image of
soldiers advancing on a target pro-
vided a motivational ambiance for
the students as the instructor rat-
tled oft specifications of motors,
hoses, fuel tanks and pump
assemblies, which sounded like
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® 11’ we are in a foxhole, and we né;:d_ to train,
you’re going to give a class in that foxhole.
We’re in the military, and we’ve got to train even

As Reservists, the stullents
only attend class once a month,
so they have three weeks between
classes either to let matenal sink
in or forget what they’ve leamed.
Between classes, the students
must concentrate on civilian jobs
as well.

Sgt. Jose Avalos, a student In
the petroleum supply class, said
the initial training soldiers receive
in basic training helps them to
transform what they learn once a
month into instinct.

“They drill us (in basic train-
Ing) to memorize so much infor-
mation with little sleep,” Avalos,
an Odessan, said. “It’s one of
those unexplainable things. We do
it because we are soldiers.”

Enjoying the class 1s key to
remembering the information,
said Staff Sgt. Yuvanda Rober-
son, also an Odessan.

“You can’t be too senous or oo
lax,” she said. “It’s not like we
spend those three weeks with this
on our minds, but when you come
back here, 1t kicks in.”

Bedford continued to return to
a single point in his lecture. Just

when you don’t lna the ideal circumstances’

aren’t enjoying the class, they
won't leamn.

That is why there are proper
ways to ask a question, address
students and adjust to conditions
so soldiers can learn skills that
will help them return from a mis-
sion alive.

“If we are in a foxhole, and we
need to train, you're going 1o give
a class in that foxhole,” Bedford
told the students. “We're in the
military, and we've got to train
even when you don’t have the ide-
al circumstances.”

Roberson, Avalos and Spc.
Kevin Dalton of Albuquerque,
N.M., graduated from the school
Sunday and will-centinue on to
more intense training at Fort
Lee. Va.. before becoming certi-
fied in their petroleum supply
j0bs.

Anyone who is interested In
joining the Army or in leaming
more about what goes on at the
school is invited to attend class
with the soldiers. To make
arrangements, e-mail Sgt. 1st
Class Jerry Dutchover, the
school’s lead instructor, at jer-

gibberish to the untrained ear.

IN STATE In this

picture made available by the |talian Presidency, Cardi-
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nal Miloslav Vik of the Czech Republic, left, and Cardinal Francesco

Marchisano of Italy mourn Pope

John Paul ll, lying in state in the Clemen-

tine Hall at the Vatican Sunday. The pope died Saturday at the Vatican after

a 26-year pontificate. He was 84.

But many church officials and schol-
ars are increasingly focused on the shift
of the demographic heart of Chnistiani-
ty in general, and Catholicism in partic-
ular, to the developing world. Some argue
that the church could strengthen 1ts posi-
tion in Latin Amernica, Africa and Asia
by choosing a pope from one of those
regions. Among the leading candidates
are Cardinal Claudio Hummes, arch-
bishop of Sao Paulo; Cardinal Jorge
Mario Bergoglio, archbishop of Buenos
Aires; and Cardinal Oscar Andnis Rodr-
mguez Maradiaga, archbishop of Tegu-

cigalpa, Honduras.

“We see how in the developing world
the church has grown so much 1n the last
50 years — the axis of Chnistianity 1s
moving away from Europe to the South-
ern Hemisphere — and so a pope from
Afnca or Latin Amenca would be cer-
tainly a wonderful sign, but 1 will defer
to the Holy Spint,” Archbishop Sean P.
(O Malley of Boston said during a news
conference Sunday at the Cathedral of the
Holy Cross.

Many Catholics from the developing
world are enthusiastic about the prospect

as Roberson said. if students

ry.l.dutchover@us.army.mil.

of a Third World pope — partly out of a
sense of regional pride, and partly hop-
ing such a papacy could call attention to
the regions’ concemns, just as John Paul
[1 was able to use his role as pope to help
bring an end to the Communist hold on
Poland, his native country, and the rest
of Eastern Europe.

*“I think the next pope should be Brazil-
1an because Brazil is a country where there
are a lot of Catholics and there are a lot
of Brazilians in the United States and in
Europe,” Ziuda Elexandina-Moratto, 29,
of Brazil said while hugging her two chil-
dren with the green, yellow and blue flag
of Brazil draped over their shoulders n
St. Peter’s Square.

O’Malley plans to travel to Rome this
week for the funeral, but will not partic-
ipate in the conclave because he 1s not a
cardinal. O'Malley’s predecessor, Car-
dinal Bemard F. Law, will be a partici-
pant in the conclave; Law, who resigned
as archbishop of Boston because of the
clergy sexual-abuse scandal, 1s now
archpnest of the Basilica of St. Mary
Major in Rome. Law said Sunday in a
television interview he is prepanng for the
conclave through prayer and reflection on
the challenges facing the next pope.

“We're a very divided world,” Law said
in an interview on ABC’s “This Week
with George Stephanopoulos.™

“At times, we re a divided church,” he
said. “There’s a lot of anger, a lot of divi-
sion, a lot of bitterness in the world. It
affects families, it affects individuals, 1t
affects nations, the relationship of
nations. And what the Holy Father tned
to do in his life, and what the next Holy
Father will have to try to do, 1s be a
spokesman for unity.”

TAX

(From 1A)

of Midland has had a
hotel/motel tax, currently sitting
at 13 percent.

County officials last week
approved the new bed tax pro-
posal, which city leaders are
expected to consider next week.
At House Speaker Tom Crad-
dick’s, R-Midland, request,
some city and county officials
have been working on reaching
an agreement for the county’s
proposal, which imtially sought
a 2 percent bed tax.

Some counties have a higher
hotel/motel tax. For instance,
the bed tax in Harrnis County,
which includes the city of
Houston, 1s 17 percent.

Though some may think high
bed taxes may be less attractive
to visitors, some tourism
experts say that may not neces-
sarily be the case.

The primary use of
hotel/motel tax dollars, accord-
Ing to state law, is tourism pro-
motion. According to the Texas
Hotel & Motel Association,
funding must be used to direct-
ly enhance and promote tourism
as well as the convention and
hotel industry. The money can
be used many ways, such as
promotion of the arts and pay-
ing for administrative costs for
facilitating convention regis-
tration.

Hotel/motel tax dollars also
can be used for solicitations,
advertising and promotions that
attract tourists and convention
delegates. Funds can be used for
the establishment, improvement
or maintenance of convention or
visitor information centers and
historical restoration or preser-
vation programs. In some
instances, special legislation
pertaining to population size,
geographic location and others,
may apply to certain counties.
In either case, state law specif-
ically states how the funds can
be used for tourism-related

fforts,
eortij

he primary use of hotel/motel tax dollars,
according to state law, is tourism promotion.
According to the Texas Hotel & Motel Association,

funding must be used to directly enhance and pro-

mote tourism as well as the convention and hotel

industry.

According to the Texas Hotel
& Motel Association, of the
state’s 254 counties, 46 are
authorized to impose a county
hotel/motel tax. Of that amount,
22 actually levy 1t.

Some counties, like El Paso
and Harris, use the money for
operations of county facilities.

Harris County, which
receives |1 percent of the 17 per-
cent bed tax 1t shares with
Houston, finances debt service
relating to the construction and
maintenance of the Reliant Cen-
ter Complex. The county also
uses 1ts bed tax to attract
tourism, promote activities and
pay the complex’s utilities and
insurance, which averages $10
million annually. The multi-pur-
pose facility includes the
Reliant Center, the original
Astrodome, the Astrodome Are-
na and Astrodome Hall.

Various contracts related to
events, parking, concessions
and ticket percentages are oth-
er resources that cover the facil-
ity’s operations. The county’s
hotel/motel tax has existed
since 1981.

Most counties adopt a
hotel/motel tax as a means of
not posing the burden on local
taxpayers.

“I think that the hotel occu-
pancy tax is appropriate,” said
Webb County Attorney Home-
ro Ramirez.

“It is basically another stream
of revenue so that the burden of
some of these activities will be
borne by the person visiting.”

And it appears communities
alsh reap Dbenefits from

hotel/motel taxes. Before Sepit.
11, 2001, Harns County gener-
ated about $15 million annual-
ly from 1ts bed tax. After the ter-
rorist attacks, it declined to
514.7 milhon, where 1t
remained for a few years and
since has increased slowly
between $16 million to $16.5
million.

Last year, it generated about
$17.1 milhion, largely because
of hosting the NFL’s Super
Bowl

But 1t also brings other ben-
efits to communities.

“Whether you're bringing in
people for the Super Bowl and
other events, it brings enter-
tainment and other people to
your city and therefore opens up
your economy, said Jack
Yuran, Harris County’s director
of financial planning.

El Paso County spends most
of its 2.5 percent hotel/motel tax
revenue on the El Paso County
Coliseum, which had a previous
interlocal agreement with the
city to fund the coliseum and the
city’s tourism promotion. But
the county decided to use its
portion for county-specific
tourism programs and the facil-
ity, said Wally Hardgrove, bud-
get finance manager with the El
Paso County Auditor’s Office.

Because revenue was less
than the bed tax, the county
decided to privatize the colise-
um with the El Paso Sports
Commission Inc. Since then,
improvements have been made,
with the county receiving
$541,000 as opposed to the
$375,008 it initially targeted.

-~

Booking has increased, in part
to remodeling as well as the pn-
vatization contract, by 40 per-
cent, county officials said.

Webb County and the city of
Laredo uses a bulk of its 14 per-
cent hotel/motel tax for tounism.
Laredo’s conventions and visi-
tors bureau uses about $600,000
to $700.000 of its $2.6 million
budget to advertise and promote
the city as a U.S. and Mexico
destination.

The bureau’s efforts appear to
have been a good investment;
2005 marks the second year the
city will host the Miss Texas
USA Pageanat, and will con-
tinue to host it until 2008. With
major attractions like the
pageant, the city’'s hotel occu-
pancy performance is just as sta-
ble.

According to a 2004 state
report, Laredo ranked No. 1 in
hotel occupancy averages with
69.3 percent last year. Midland
placed at 52.1 percent, below
the state’s average of 55.2 per-
cent.

Webb  County, which
receives 1 percent of the bed
tax, is about to take on a preser-
vation project that includes
some properties in historic
downtown Laredo. The county
has had a bed tax for about 10
years.

Some tourism experts say
high hotel/motel taxes may not
be the only reason that influ-
ences potential visitors and
events from an area.

Location can be an influential
factor, said Kim Phillips, vice
president of the Denton Con-
vention and Visitor Bureau.

Hotel room availability and
market demand are other fac-
tors, said Patrica Taylor, inter-
im director of the Laredo Con-
ventions & Visitors Bureau.

The number of properties
and hotel rooms that are avail-
able in a particular place as well
as the demand also can influ-
ence bringing visitors and
events to an area, she said.+

f

MUSEUM

(From 1A)

members, said the $50,000 the
museum spent for a “Little White
House™ replica exhibit in 2003
attracted 21,000 people. but vis-
itation has fallen off to 500 per
month. “I don’t know why peo-
ple aren’t supporting it,” said
Sparkman.

“I know a lot of people in Mid-
land have no idea what 1s over
here. We have this lovely new
building and spend a lot of mon-
ey on exhibits. We just need to
get people over here to be part of
itL.

“We've never caught up with
all the bills, and we re getting a
new accounting system,” Spark-
man said.

Curator Tim Hewitt and clerk
Meredith Anderson have been the
only employees since director
Carey Behrends was laid off in
last year's downsizing. “We're in

a transition phase that 1 don't
know exactly how to character-
1ze,” said Hewitt, who's worked
at the museum since 1t was 1n a
county-sponsored building at
622 N. Lee Ave. |13 years ago.

“March visitation was 499
with 175 from Odessa, 61 from
Midland, 10 from foreign coun-
tries, 135 from other places In
Texas and 116 from out of
state,” said Hewitt. “But we
need more support.”

Along with paintings of all the
presidents by various artists, the
museum has analysis of each
administration in its Presidential
Gallery and a research library on
American and Texas history.
Other board members are First
Vice President Bob Hicks of
Midland, Second Vice President
Roy Elsner and Treasurer Gary
Edmiston, both of Odessa, and
Midlander Nancy Plunk.

NORTHEAST
FLOODING
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drives the fire department hovercraft to shore with
right, and her 2

them from their flooded home
Bloomsburg, Pa., Sunday. Behind Angell is fireman
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By Carolyn Marshall

N.Y. Times News Service

SALINAS, Calif. — The rep-
utation of this farming commu-
nity, known as the Salad Bowl of
the World, has been burnished by
giants of American history like
the civil rights leader Cesar
Chavez, who organized the area’s
farmworkers, and John Stein-
beck, a native son who bor-
rowed images from the landscape
and Depression-era residents in
writing “The Grapes of Wrath.”

The pride, fear and hope Stein-
beck described were in evidence
this weekend as residents, celebr-
ties and best-selling authors gath-
ered for a 24-hour emergency
read-in to try to avert an unwel-
come footnote to Salinas’ legacy:
the impending closure of the
city’s three public libranes.

Unless the city can raise
$500,000 by June 30, the John
Steinbeck, Cesar Chavez and El
Gabilan Libranes will be shut-
tered, vicums of the city’s $9 mil-
lion budget shortfall. If the
branches are closed, Salinas will
become the nation's largest city
without a public hibrary.

The read-in, organized by
groups including Code Pink and
the Unmited Farm Workers of
America, began Saturday after-
noon and included a pitched-tent
sleepover on the lawn of the
Chavez hbrary and readings by
authors including Anne Lamott
and Maxine Hong Kingston.

The actor Hector Ehizondo,
known for his work in the tele-
vision drama “Chicago Hope,"
told supporters on Saturday that
public libraries were instrumen-
tal to his personal development
and safety as a boy growing up in
Harlem. Elizondo said that to
close a library was “like putting
a tourniquet around your mind.”

“There were three sanctuanes —
first was the subway, second the
church and third was the library,”
he said. It was a place where you
could be creatively subversive, and
it changed my life because through
books, | started to question.”

Alicia  Valdez-Rodriguez,
author of ““The Dirty Girls Social
Club,” said her Cuban father
learmed English at the public
library in Albuquerque, N.M.
“We didn’t come from money,”
she said. “Words were our only
capital.”

$3 00 First massagt |
flrsl glft
Reg.*40™ certificate
2407 W. Louisiana, Ste. 102 * 687-1493
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READING IS FUNDAMENTAL Yolanda Cesareo, 7, reads Sunday next to her brother, Alejan-
dro, 9, and older sister, Maria, 22, on the lawn next to the Cesar Chavez Public Library in Sali-

nas, Calif.

Word of the library closures has
spread in recent months. The
American Library Association
sent a delegation to Salinas in Feb-
ruary to meet with local and state
officials. The mayor helped to
organize Rally Salinas, a fund-
raising group, and residents

Good,

Feeling

formed Save Salinas Libraries to
explore a ballot measure. Last
week, residents drafted a petition
to Gov. Amold Schwarzenegger
requesting long-term help in sav-
ing the libranies, because the
$500,000 would only ensure that
each library stays open one day a
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sures occurring in Steinbeck's
birthplace has elevated the Salinas
problem. But according to the
American Library Association,
braches across the nation have been
forced to reduce hours, eliminate
staff and thin inventories. Library
services have been cut in Lancaster,
Pa.; Onondaga County, N.Y.; and
Detroit. The library in Bedford,
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Residents fight to keep libraries open in Steinbeck’s hometown

Texas, closed 1ts doors on March
30 and will remain closed for al
least six months.

Maria Roddy, the manager at
the Cesar Chavez Library, said the
Salinas libraries have been n
trouble for the past three years, a
tough situation for a community
where 16 percent of the popula-
tion lives below the poverty line.

EARLY WEEK BLOWOUT

MONDAY & TUESDAY ONLY All Day Carryout Special

I ARG
] TOYIPPPPINCG,

i

Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.

Looking for a

3303 W. Illinois Ave.
4408 West Loop 250 N. 694-PAPA

We Accept Visa, MasterCard, Amer

s LEE ROOTBALL

LIFTATHON

Thurs. April 7, 2005
Freshmen 6 pm i

Varsity 7/pm :
Lee Field House/Turf [
Room
Fundraiser for Lee Foothall ;E

Meet Lee Head Football Coach
Randy Quisenberry

Booster Club Memberships available |s
Rebels lllustrated Ads Available B

Lee Football Spirit tems Available from
Athletic Supply

il sponsored by the Lee Football Booster CIuh

NEDIUM
1 TOPI'PING,

522-PAPA

(7272)

ILaD Eapress. And Lhs

NEW HOME?

Go to:

mywesttexa S &

www.mywesttexas.com

lick on Real Estate

the newest way to Search for

homes in West Texas.

homeswesttexas com

Find your home n Yest

lexas

It’s Fast!

‘ \/It’s Easy!

Search by: » Street « Address ¢ City « Zip Code

Complete with photos, maps, house description, realtor information and more!

homeswestiexas gcom

-«

- - - - - o e e B

-‘--




PAGE 6A
Monday, April 4, 2005

The Editorial Board
Charles Spence Gary R. Ott
Publisher Editor
Terry Williamson
Editorial Writer

News Services
Reporter-Telegram Washington Bureau
The Associated Press
N.Y. Times News Service
Hearst News Service

John Paul IP's life
should serve as
inspiration to all

The death of Pope John Paul Il leaves

us all a bit empty because his life was
meaningful to all of us whether we
subscribe to the Catholic persuasion or not.
The pope was known worldwide for his
ability to teach Christian theology that
could be used on a daily basis. Even in
death he gave us one great last lesson. We
would not have expected anything less trom
this towering man of God.
As the pope began to slide on that down-
ward spiral toward death, John Paul was
asked if he wanted to give up his papal
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Baseball Quiz:

(a) Name the only plaver to get at least 500 hits
with four reams.

(b) The first time a Brewer swung a bat in the
game with the Rockies last June 29, the result was
a sacrifice fly. How?

(c)Ina 1965 game in Yankee Stadium, with the
score tied, two outs in the bottom of the ninth, a
runner on first and a 3-1 count on the batter, Yan-
kee manager Johnny Keane ordered the batter to
take the pitch — even though the pitcher was sure
to throw a strike rather than walk the potential
winning run into scoring position at second. Why
did Keane do that?

(Answers below)

ASHINGTON — The rule of thumb is
\N/ that every team — we are talking base-
ball today, so if you really want to read
about stuff like Social Security reform, look else-
where on this page — will win 60 of its 162
games, will lose 60 and will play the season to
settle the other 42. But the 2004 Arizona Dia-
mondbacks did not get the memo explaining this.
They were epochally awful, losing 111 of 162
games. Yet Sports Illustrated’s Tom Verducci
notes that Diamondbacks attendance — 2.5 mil-
lion — was larger than the attendance of each of
the Yankee teams that won 21 world champi-
onships between 1923 and 1977. Major League
Baseball’s 2004 attendance was a record
73.022.969. Per game attendance was 30,075,
compared to 14,106 in 1950, 16,110 m 1960,
14,788 in 1970, 20,434 in 1980 and 26,045 in
1990. All this indicates that the fans have not
received the memo explaining that the game 1s
going. to hell in a handcart.
Well, you ask, what about steroids? According

George Will's column s
distributed by the Wash-
ington Post Writers
Group.

to ESPN, 20 years ago five NFL players weighed
more than 300 pounds. The number of 300-
pounders on teams’ current rosters? 433. Could
chemistry as well as cheeseburgers be involved”
Baseball is held to higher standards than other
sports, and receives more intense and often unjust
criticism, as it has regarding its supposed “inac-
tion” regarding steroids. Testing for steroids began
in the major leagues in 2003, and in 2004, 98.3
percent of players passed their tests. This 1s news
to Congress but, then, what 1sn’t?

Baseball’s competitive balance 1s much
improved and compares favorably with the NFL
and NBA. Three of the last four Super Bowls were
won by one team (the New England Patriots), but
the last five World Series have been won by five
different teams. The National League has sent sev-
en different teams to the last seven World Senes.
The worst winning percentage in baseball last year
(the Diamondbacks’ .315) was not as embarrassing
as those (as of Thursday momning) of the NBA's
Atlanta Hawks (.155), Charlotte Bobcats (.214)
New Orleans Homnets (.229) and the Utah Jazz
(.310).

In the 10 seasons since baseball included two
wild-card teams in its postseason, 22 of basebal-

Déspie problems, future looks good for baseball

I's 30 teams have played into October. And as Ver-
ducci says, the three most storied franchises —
the Yankees, Red Sox and Cubs — have each won
at least 88 games in two consecutive seasons for
the first time ever. |

Baseball also is thriving because it is a bargain
(average MLB ticket, $19.82; average NBA tick-
et, $44.68; average NFL ticket, $54.75) and
because of the flood of Spanish-speaking talent.
The U.S. population (296 million) is more than
33 times that of the Dominican Republic (8.8 mil-
lion), but bet on this all-Dominican lineup
against the rest of the world: Miguel Olivo,
Mariners; Albert Pujols, Cardinals: Alfonso
Soriano, Rangers; Aramis Ramirez. Cubs: Adn-
an Beltre, Mariners; Miguel Tejada, Orioles; Sam-
my Sosa, Orioles; Vladimir Guerrero, Angels:
Manny Ramirez, Red Sox; David Ortiz, Red Sox:
Pedro Martinez, Mets; Bartolo Colon, Angels:
Armando Benitez, Giants; and Felipe Alou, Giants.

Conservatives are forever being lectured that
“you can’t turn the clock back™ — and should-
n't want to. Oh? This season, for the first ime
since the Astrodome opened in 1965, every
National League game will be played on real grass.
What a concept. There are many other reasons why
this is baseball’s Golden Age but, in the words
of former Phillies manager Larry Bowa, “I don't
want to beat a dead horse in the mouth.”

Quiz answers:

(a) Rusty Staub (Houston, Montreal, Detrott,
New York Mets).

(b) The first 18 pitches from the Rockies’ pitch-
er were 14 balls and four called strikes.

(c) Because with a 3-2 count and two outs, the
runner on first would be running with the pitch
and could be almost certain to score on a dou-

ble. Which he did.

duties that were so obviously bringing him
frustration and greater suffering. He
declined that opportunity, stating that Christ
didn’t lay down his cross in the face of
death and neither would he.

This pope lived the life he taught and his
presence with us was as bright at the end as
It was at the beginning.

John Paul touched us in so many ways, at
so many levels. He was an inspiration to the
world in times of crisis and a firm corner-
stone when the church needed aid. John
Paul leaves a tremendous legacy after his
26-year papacy.

He was born Karol Joseph Wojtyla (pro-
nounced Voy-tee-wah) in Wadowice, Poland
on May 18, 1920, to an administrative offi-
cer in the Polish army and a former school
teacher.

During the Nazi occupation, Karol clan-
destinely was active in the UNIA, a Chnstian
democratic underground organization. B nai
B'rith and other authorities have testitied he
helped Jews find refuge from the Nazis.

While convalescing from an accident,
Karol considered a religious vocation and by

1942 he was studying for the priesthood.
Karol Wojtyla was ordamed a pniest on
November 1, 1946. Father Wojtyla was a vis-
ible leader, often taking a public stand against
communism and government officials.

On October 16, 1978, at age 58, he was
elected to succeed Pope John Paul 1. He was
the first Polish pope and also the first non-
[talian pope since Pope Adnan VI in 1522.
The new pope continued his travels, and n
1981 he visited the United States.

In 1981 he suffered severe wounds when
he was shot as he entered St. Peter s Square
to address a general audience. The pope
spent two and half months hospitalized, but
he fully recovered from his wounds. Two
days after Christmas in 1983, Pope John
Paul II went to the prison and met with his
would-be assassin. The ponuff kept their
conversation confidential.

But this was the character of the man,
who has to be considered to have been one
of the great ones among us. He taught us
day by day by living the strong and victori-
ous hfe.

Now he is victorious in death as well.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today i1s Monday, April 4, the 94th day of 2005. There
are 271 days left in the year.

Today’s highlight in history:

On April 4, 1968, civil rights leader Martin Luther
King Jr., 39, was assassinated in Memphis, Tenn.

On this date:

In 1818, Congress decided the flag of the United States
would consist of 13 red and white stripes and 20 stars,
with a new star to be added for every new state of the
Union.

In 1841. President William Henry Hamson suc-
cumbed to pneumonia one month after his maugural,
becoming the first U.S. chief executive to die in office.

In 1850, the city of Los Angeles was incorporated.

In 1945, U.S. forces liberated the Nazi prnison camp
Ohrdruf in Germany.

In 1949, 12 nations, including the United States,
signed the North Atlantic Treaty.

In 1975, more than 130 people, most of them chil-
dren, were killed when a U.S. Air Force transport plane
evacuating Vietnamese orphans crashed shortly after
take-off from Saigon.

In 1983, the space shuttle Challenger roared into orbit
on its maiden voyage.

In 1985, Gary Dotson, who served six years of a prison
sentence for rape, was freed on bail from the Joliet Cor-
rectional Center in Illinois after his accuser, Cathleen
Crowell Webb, testified that the attack had never
occurred.

Ten years ago: Francisco Martin Duran, who had
raked the White House with semiautomatic rifle fire in
October 1994, was convicted in Washington of trying
to assassinate President Clinton (Duran was later sen-
tenced to 40 years in prison).

Five years ago: In a volatile day on the U.S. stock
market, the Nasdaq composite index and the Dow Jones
industrial average each plunged more than 500 points
before reversing course as buyers flooded back into the

market.

ght for Today: “Injustice anywhere is a threat
to justice everywhere.” — The Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr. (}929-1968). »
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Terri Schiavo: Saint to pro-life movement

heresa “Term™ Schiavo, who was confined to

I a hospital bed, unable to speak and condemned
to death by federal courts that refused to inter-

vene to save her life. has been transported to a new
life where she will be able to communicate in a pow-
erful new way. She will quickly become a saint to
the pro-life movement as well as a metaphor for what
is wrong with our federal and many state courts. Pos-
sibly her death might add momentum to President
Bush’'s quest to get judges confirmed who believe
in the fundamental right to life for all categones of
human existence, instead of judicial freelancers who
speak of a “living Constitution™ even while they arro-
gantly preside over a prejudicial reading of that doc-
ument and sentence new categones of life to death.

While opinion polls showed overwhelming majon-
ties in favor of “pulling the plug”™ on Term Schiavo,
it appears that despite extensive coverage of her con-
dition. many Americans did not fully comprehend
significant details of this case or fully appreciate
where 1t will lead.

This will not be the end of such cases, but the begin-
ning. or more accurately, a continuation on the line
of death that began in the womb in 1973 with Roe
v. Wade and will now quickly advance toward the
“retirement” villages. The angel of death that
moved through ancient Egypt at the first Passover
was called “the destroyer.” Our courts are his mod-
ern incaration.

No life is safe because every life now depends on
the whims, desires, comfort level and pleasure of oth-
ers. From an “endowed™ right to life, we have quick-
ly moved to a court-imputed night to die. Increasingly
we do not speak of life at all, but death. America tru-
ly 1s a “culture of death.”

In the immediate aftermath of her death, there was
a dispute between the Schindler and Schiavo fami-
lies about access to Terri in her final moments. When
the focus is on death and not life, it is difficult to detect
common decency’s pulse.

In commenting on Terri’s death, President Bush,
who signed legislation that attempted to keep her

Doonesbury

Cal Thomas' column is
distributed by the Los
Angeles Times Syndicate.

alive, said, “The essence of civilization 1s that the
strong have a duty to protect the weak.” Duty? Who
speaks of such things today? Didn’t Michael Schi-
avo have a duty to protect his wife instead of aban-
doning her and fathering two children by a woman
to whom he was not marmied? How sick 1s that? Had
Terri been given an MRI or PET scan that proved
she was effectively “brain dead,” the controversy
might have ended.

This case will serve as a rallying cry for pro-lif-
ers and other social conservatives. Expect “Remem-
ber Terr1 Schiavo™ bumper stickers to appear soon.
Expect conservative Republicans to make her death
part of the campaign to win approval of federal
judges. Watch liberal Democrats squirm, though some
of them voted, along with conservatives, for the bill
granting power to the federal courts to consider Ter-
ri’s case. That judges refused to save her, or even grant
a hearing to consider new facts, is another blot on
the federal judiciary. It i1s a stain that won't be
removed until those responsible are replaced.

There is another possibility. What if the polls are
right and the public sees the removal of Tern'’s feed-
ing tube as an act of mercy and not murder? What
then? In that case, we will know that the problem is
not at the top — with judges and politicians — but
in ourselves. We will see that our leadership mere-
ly reflects the secret desires of most hearts to wor-
ship the god of materialism, personal peace and plea-

SUurc.

Time has come

to take care of
Mother Earth

hese are shocking words. We would
I do well to listen to them: “Human
actions are depleting Earth s natur-
al capital, putting such strain on the envi-
ronment that the ability of the planet's
ecosystems to sustain future generations
can no longer be taken for granted.”
Thus the conclusion of the Millennium
Ecosystem Assessment, the United
Nations’ four-year analysis, the broadest
ever of the environment, with some 1,300
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environmental concerns as falling some-
where between overwrought and hysten-
cal. Environmentalism 1s dismissed as yes-
terday’s fad, a relic of the counterculture
'60s finally put in its place by the magis-
terial market economy.

And 1t is true that environmentalism has
an unfortunate affinity for alarmism. Some
of i1ts gurus mimic the magazine-cartoon
cliche of the bearded, berobed crank with
his “The End Is Near!” placard.

The apparently eternal Malthusian short-
fall on predictions that population would
outstrip food is a caution, and in fact the
United Nations’ paper reports good news
on food production. It’s up. And ever-can-
nier cultivation promises still more.

But much of what we consume, and
much of what the very concept of life itself
depends upon, cannot be cranked up to
meet the demands of endless population
growth and heedless explontation. We
cannot produce more oceans in our labs 1if
we poison the ones we have. We can’t man-
ufacture a new atmosphere if we degrade
today’s irreparably. There’s no fairy dust
for bringing back dead species.

If not panic, care at least 1s called for.

The indicators are plain enough. The
polar ice caps are melting, rain forests are
being felled. We have seen fishenes fail.
The ozone layer has thinned and 1s fray-
ing. The mouths of major nvers have
become dead zones.

We don’t know the carrying capacity of
the biosphere. Somewhere out there, down
the road, there’s a tipping point that will
tilt it irretrievably toward collapse. And col-
lapse can come suddenly and utterly. The
future is not a sure bet.

The United Nations’ report provides, as
one contributor put it, the first world-wide
set of “leading ecosystem indicators.”
We've now got a pretty good idea of where
we stand.

That will be important only if we pay
prudent attention, acknowledge the reali-
ties — denial is not a workable option —
set sound goals for sustainability and coop-
erate internationally to secure them.

This living Earth appears to be an extra-
ordinarily rare place in the universe,
which ought to engage our vanity if noth-
ing else. And so far the planet has been
remarkably forgiving. It has absorbed and
survived our impositions and insults. But
the biosphere is finally a delicate filigree
of interdependencies. It may take nothing
more malevolent than simple negligence to

create the big “Whoops.™
But perhaps that wouldn’t matter. After
all, there’'d be no one to notice. ¥
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Iraqis take
first steps

government

By Edward Wong

N.Y. Times News Service

BAGHDAD, Iraq — The Iraqi
national assembly appointed a
speaker and two deputy speakers
on Sunday, taking the first step,
though a largely symbolic one, in
installing a new government.

In last-minute deal making on
Saturday and Sunday moming, the
leaders of the top political parties
settled on Hajim M. al-Hassani, a
prominent Sunni Arab and the
minister of industry in the inter-
im government, as speaker. They
selected Hussain al-Shahristani, a
nuclear physicist and leading Shi-
ite Arab, and Anf Taifour, a Kurd,
as the two deputies.

Speaker of the assembly is a
largely ceremonial post, and so the
step the assembly took was more
symbolic than substantive. But it
showed that the various parties
could at least resolve their differ-
ences on munor 1ssues. The first sig-
nificant move will only occur if the
assembly agrees on a president and
two vice presidents. Those officers
would then have two weeks to
select a prime munister, who would
appoint a Cabinet.

The assembly formalized the
selections in an hourlong voting
session. Al-Hassani was appoint-
ed after several days of fractious
negotiations, in which various
groups reviewed and rejected
candidates. The groups hac
agreed that a Sunni Arab should
take the post but could not settle
on which one.

At the second meeting of the
275-member assembly, on March
29, the assembly did not name a
speaker because Sheik Ghaz al-
Y awer, the interim Iraqi president,
had rejected the job. That stirred
more unrest among many lraqis,
who have been anxiously awaiting
the installation of a government
since the Jan. 30 elections. The
talks to form a coalition govern-
ment have been mired in debate
over many issues, including con-
trol of o1l revenues and the role of
Islam in the new government.

After the votes were counted
Sunday, al-Hassani took a seat at
12:20 p.m. at a table at the head
of the assembly. He was flanked
by his two deputies. He then
urged the assembly members to
move past ethnic and sectanan
differences to work for the greater
good of Iraq.

“The Iraqi people have placed
their trust in you to rebuild the
destroyed country and to elimi-
nate all administrative and finan-
cial corruption in state establish-
ments,” said al-Hassani, 50, who
eamed a doctorate at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut Department of
Agricultural and Resource Eco-
nomics and lived in Los Angeles
for 12 years. “You should be part
of the suffering of your people.

Outside the assembly room, al-
Hassani told reporters, 1 am an
Iraqi before | am a Sunni.”

He ran for the assembly as the
second name on the Iraqis Party
slate led by al-Yawer. Duning the
formal U.S. occupation and the
start of the internm government,
al-Hassani was a member of the
Iraqi Islamic Party, a religious
Sunni group. But last November,
when that party called for with-
drawal from the interim govemn-
ment over the government s sup-
port for the U.S. invasion of Fal-
lujah, al-Hassani decided to leave

~ the party and continue in his min-

isterial role.

To Western reporters, al-Has-
sani puts forth a secular appear-
ance and underscores his time n
the United States. But his former
ties to the Iraqgi Islamic Party indi-
cate that he could support con-
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servative Islamic policies for the
new government.

In recent weeks, the main Shi-
ite and Kurdish blocs, which
together have more than two-
thirds of the assembly seats,
have said they want to ensure that
prominent Sunni Arabs get sig-
nificant roles in the new govern-
ment. Al-Hassani's appointment
was a nod in that direction. The
Sunnis, who held the bulk of
political power in Saddam Hus-
sein’s government, make up a
fifth of the population and lead
the insurgency.

*I think he’s well accepted per-
sonally, and this acceptance will
give him a broad base among the
Sunnis, but this does not rule out
that there will be opposition
among some Sunnis,” said Jawad
al-Maliki, a deputy leader of the
Dawa Islamic Party, a powerful
Shiite group whose leader,
Ibrahum al-Jaafan, 1s the top can-
didate for prime minister.

- Officials Trom the varnous par-
ties said several issues still had to
be worked out before the rest of
the government would be

appointed. The politicians have

yet to determine who will take the
vice presidential post they intend
to give to a Sunni Arab al-
Yawer, the intenim president, or
Sharif Ali bin al-Hussein, a mem-
ber of the Hashemite dynasty. The
parties also need to work out who
will get the most coveted ministry

jobs, such as minister of oil.

Assembly members said they
would meet Wednesday 1o
appoint the presidency council.

Raja al-Khuzai, an assembl)
member on the slate led by inter-
im Prime Minister Ayad Allawi,
said it was asking for the Inten-
or Ministry, a deputy prime min-
ister post and a vice presidency.

During an intermission on Sun-
day, a mortar landed just outside
the fortified Green Zone, where the
assembly meeting was being held.

U.S. military officials updated
the casualty count from a well-
organized mnsurgent attack on
Abu Ghraib prison on Saturday
evening. At least 23 soldiers and
Marines were wounded, most of
them lightly, the officials said.
Thirteen Iraqi prnisoners were
also wounded. Forty to 60 guer-
rillas took part in the assault.
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And best of all You don’t have to put any cash down*.

In order to “FIRE SALE" these systems, I negotiated a financing and
discount program with up to $1,500.00 in REBATES AND

DISCOUNTS *.

Hopefully this program will be irresistible to homeowners who would

normally wait to install a new system. This new program is one of the

BEST [ have ever seen. RIGHT NOW, you can own a NEW
central air conditioning and heating unit with N@ money down for less
than seventeen dollars ($17) a week.*

¥ Amana Ultron 16 SEER Air Conditioner has a lifetime compressor warranty.”

If it fails, they will replace the entire unit for Free.

Free Second Opinion!*
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HEALTH SEMINARS

Todd Nelson, N.D.

Dr. Nelson is a well known naturopathic doctor and holds an honorary Doctor of
Science in Holistic Health from Brantridge Forrest School in England. He holds
advanced certificates in the Rayid Method of Personality Assessment and Clinical
Nutrition. He has been serving the Denver/Boulder Colorado area in clinical prac-
tice for 21 years and is the co-author of 3 books, Arthritis Survival, Asthma
Survival and Headache Survivals.

Tuesday April 5" ¢ 7:30 pm
Healthy Aging for Women of all Ages:
Natural Health options for Common Health Problems

Aging doesn’t have to be a steady decline into disease, suffering, and
decrepitude. In fact, there are many natural health options that can prewem the
common health problems associated to aging! Dr. Nelson will be presenting the
latest research and information in self-care choices you can make in your nutri-
tion and lifestyle that reduce the ravages of aging, leading to ntalny. energy,
strong immunity, and disease resistance. He will cover common health problems
related to women: hormone imbalances, osteoporosis, fatigue, weight, blood
sugar problems, heart disease and cancer prevention.

Thursday April 7" « 7:30 pm
Achieve Joint and Muscle Comfort and Flexibility Safely Without Drugs!

Suffering from pain and confused about what is safe and effective
for relief and increasing comfort? Arthritis, back pain, muscle pain all have one
thing in common: inflamation. In fact, TIME magazine in 2004 called inflam-
mation the root cause of most common chronic illness, including heart disease
and cancer. Yet the cure can be worse than the problem! Many pain relieving
drugs are being questioned for their toxicity and potential serious side-effects,
Dr. Nelson will present the latest in safe, natural alternatives and how you can
create an Anti-Inflammatory Lifestyle.

Book signing to follow this seminar.
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