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I n s i d e

Howard County 
Volunteer firefighters 
managed to keep a 
structure fire east of 
Coahoma from turn­
ing into a wind-driven 
nightmare Wednesday, 

See Page 3A

B r ie f l y

Jury call canceled
Jury selection slated 

for 9 a.m. Friday in 
Howard County Court 
has been canceled.

Legion sets fish 
fry for Saturday

American Legion 
Post 506, located at 
3204 W. Highway 80, 
will hold a fish fry 
Saturday from noon 
until 3 p.m. Delivery 
will be held from

.1 ^
outs are available. Forr. 
orders, call 263-2084.

C o m i n g  

T h i s  W e e k e n d

Cover Story: The top- 
rated PBS series 
“Antiques Road Show” 
has become a national 
phenomenon as people 
flock to the show's 
appraisers to deter­
mine if their keepsake 
is trash or treasure.
The excitement builds 
in Reno, Nevada, 
where a day-long evalu­
ation takes place of 
America's hidden trea­
sures.
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Bragging rights on the iine 
at Boss Hogg Chiii Cook-off
By THOM AS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Bragging rights and hun­
dreds of dollars o f prize 
money will be on the line 
Saturday, as the Big Spring 
Harley-Davidson Shop pre­
sents, the 16th annual Boss 
Hogg Chili Cook-off.
^ o p  ownerjand event coor­

dinator Howard Walker said 
this year’s cook-off should be 
no different than the past — 
filled with plenty of rivalry

When: Saturday. Cooking- 
begins at 8 a.m.. Judging at 
noon.

Where: Harley-Davidson 
Shop, 908 W, Third St.

Cost: $20 to enter, $5 to 
eat.

between the cooks and more 
than 200 pounds of delicious 
chili.

“Vickie (Walker) and I are

going to be cooking this 
year,” said Walker. “And I’ve 
got a little competition going 
with one of the other cooks. 
He's good — probably one of 
the best — but I ’m gonna’ 
beat him.”

The competition is expect­
ed to begin at 8 a.m. when 
more than 40"chili teams 
expected to fire-up their 
implements and begin

See b o O K -O FF, Page 3A

VAMC will honor 
King legacy Friday
Special to the Herald

The West Texas VA Health Care System 
will hold a public program Friday in 
remembrance o f Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

Born Jan. 15, 1929, and assassinated 
April 4, 1968, the Civil Rights activist 
encouraged alt people to come together in 
dignity, respect and service.

The program will begin at 11 a.m. in 
fMedical Center Conference Room 219.

Ian Damone Nickerson Sr., minister at 
the West Highway 80 Church of Christ in

See VAMC, Page 3A

Sen. Hutchison 
to tour VA hospital, 
autograph her book

KRT photo/Ron T. Ennis. Fnrt Worth Star-Telegram

U.5. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, left, visits with U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Sandra Day O’ConiMr. HirtcMson will be at the Master’s Touch in Big Spring 
Friday to autograph her l ^ k ,  “American Heroines: The Spirited Women Who 
Shaped Our Country.”

□  She will autograph 

copies of her book,

“American Heroines: the 

Spirited Women W ho Shaped 

Our Country,” beginning at 

9 :1 5  a.m . Friday at the 

M aster’s Touch, 9 9 6  E. FM 

700.
Herald Staff Report_________

Business of both a personal 
and public matter will bring 
U.S. Senator Kay Bailey 
Hutchison to Big Spring Friday.

On the public side, Hutchison 
will tour the local VA Medical 
Center at about 8:30 a.m. Later 
that morning, she will conduct 
a signing of her book, 
“American Heroines: The 
Spirited Women Who Shaped 
Our Country,” at The Master’s 
Touch, located at 996 E. FM 700.

Hutchison has been a staunch 
supporter of keeping the VA 
facility in Big Spring. Federal 
officials will soon begin a study 
that will consider the feasibility 
of keeping the VA center in Big 
Spring, or possibly transferring 
its services elsewhere.

The feasibility study, to be 
conducted by
PricewaterhouseCoopers, is
expected to begin in March and

last about 13 months.
The Big Spring VAMC serves 

a population of approximately 
62,300 veterans and provides 
health care services to 17,000 
annually. Big Spring’s market 
area encompasses roughly 
74,000 square miles, an area 
larger than 35 of the 50 states.

The Big Spring V A M C  
employs 500-plus full- and part- 
time workers with an annual 
payroll of $32.5 million.

In a recent visit with Jim 
Nicholson, appointed to head 
the Dept, of Veteran Affairs, 
Hutchison reiterated her sup­
port for keeping the VA facility 
in Big Spring.

“As I told Ambassador 
Nicholson... the Big Spring hos­
pital is ideally located near 
other important military facili­
ties. The upcoming study 
should make that as clear to VA 
officials as it is to Texans. 
Veterans should not be forced 
to travel long distances to 
receive health care,” Hutchison 
said earlier this month.

Hutchison’s book chronicles 
the lives of women considered 
among the firsts in their fields, 
including flyer Amelia 
Earhardt and famed Olympic 
medalist and women’s golfing

See HUTCHISON, Page 3A

Family
values
Learning life’s lessons 
Important part of stock 
shows for GCHS student
By THO M AS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Eight years — that’s how long Penni 
Kothman has watched her daughter, 
Meagan, compete in livestock shows.

But, as with all good things, Meagan’s days 
of competing in

‘7 have an 
eight-year-old son 

who is going to start 
showing animals 

next year. So this is 
far from over for us."

—Penni Kothman

the annual 
Howard County 
Junior Livestock 
Show are coming 
to a close as she 
prepares to gradu­
ate fl-om Garden 
City High School 
this year.

"We’ve been 
doing this for 
eight years,” said 
Penni with a laugh. “We’ve only been show­
ing sheep for the last four years, but we’ve 
shown goats for the entire eight years.

“ It’s changed in a lot of different ways. The 
goat industries have really gone more 
toward the sheep Industry in the look of the 
animals. The goats are looking a lot more

HfRAlD piMto/TiNmM Jm M m

Meagan Kothman, right, and her mother Penni prepare a goat for show during the Howard County 
Junior Livestock Show, which continues through Saturday at tho Howard County Fairbame.

like the sheep than when we started.” 
Meagan, who is competing in this year’s 

show-in the goat division, said she’s learned 
a lot over the last eight years — .about her­

self, her family and what it takes to Taise a 
small animal from newborn to adult.

A *
See VALUES, Page 3A ' ^
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Obituaries
Dorothy Helen Burke

Dorothy Helen Burke, 72, of Bangs, 
formerly of Odessa passed away Jam 10, 
2005. She was born July 12, 1932, to her 
parents Haden C. Roberts and Elizabeth 
Coolbaugh Roberts in Stanton. She was 
educated in Big Spring and became a 
nurse where she worked for the Big 
Spring State Hospital for 15 years, St. 
Michael’s Girl School for four years in 
Dallas and Shannon Hospital for one 
year in San Angelo. She was also a 

member of Westwood Baptist Church in Odessa.
Dorothy was preceded in death^by her parents, her 

son, Ronnie Ray Steen, her sisier Ethel Mae Roberts 
and two infant children.

Dorothy is survived by her son, Ricky Steen and 
wife, Melanie of Alton, 111.; daughter-in-law Linda Kay 
Steen Miller of Odessa; brothers Claude Roberts of 
Bangs, Raymond and David Roberts of St. Lawrence 
and Johnny Roberts of Garden City; sisters Della 
Kinard of Fort Worth and Marie Wilder of Dallas; 
granddaughters Shannon and Jami Jo; grandsons 
Ronnie Steen and wife, Melissa, David, Justin, 
rtiristopher, Patrick and Raymond. She has four 
great-grandchildren and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Graveside services for Dorothy Burke are scheduled 
today, Thursday, Jan. 13, 2005, at 3 p.m. at Sunset 
Memorial Gardens.

Services are entrusted to Sunset Memorial Funeral 
Home in Odessa.

Paid obituary

Sybil Lee Wise Craig
Sybil Lee Craig, 65, of Albuquerque, 

N.M., formerly of Big Spring, died 
Monday, Jan. 3, 2005. Services were 
held Jan. 7, 2005, at The Holy Family 
Church in Albuquerque. 

t\ She was born Sept. 24, 1939, in Big
Spring.

She is survived by a daughter, 
Kimberly Anne Tenorio of 
Albuquerque; three sons, Curtis 
Richard Lawdermilk, Keavin Lee 

Lawdermilk and Bobby Dan Wise, all of Albuquerque, 
N..M.; a sister, Laverne Wise Myers, of Big Spring; 
th! f'c brothers, Marvin Wise of Big Spring, Wiley Wise 
of .M)ilene and Dan Wise of Midland; and six grand­
children.

She was preceded in death by her husband and par­
ents.

Arrangements were 
Funeral Services.

under, direction of Direct

OcMinis Paul Dorton
Dennis Paul Dorton, 58, died Monday, Jan. 10, 2005, 

ill Hamilton. Funeral services are 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Tan. 15, 2005, in the Riley Funeral Home Chapel with 
burial following in Oakwood Cemetery.

Dennis was born Jan. 2, 1946, in Big Spring to 
Joseph “Joe ” Patton Dorton and Marcella May Green 
Patton.

He is survived by one sister, Martha Sue Spence of 
Hamilton.

Arrangements are under the direction of Riley 
Funeral Home.

Jam es D. ‘Jim’ Felts
James I). “Jim” Felts, 55, of Amarillo, formerly of 

Big Spring, died Jan. 7, 2005. Graveside services were 
at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 11, 2005, in Mount Olive 
t 'Mnetery with Lorin McDowell officiating.

He w'as born and raised in Big Spring. He served in 
the United States Air Force and was a home painter 
for many years.

1 le was preceded in death by one son, Chad Felts in
1993.

He is survived by two sons, Chris Felts of San Diego 
and Jeremy Felts of San Antonio; his father, Jim Felts
o' .Amarillo; his mother, Marion Slavens of Big Spring;
one sister, Connie Fletcher of Austin; and one grand­
daughter.

Arrangements were under the direction of Cox 
Funeral Home in Amarillo.

Jam es L. Storie

Bobert Eoff
Robert Eoff, 9.3, of Big Spring died at 9 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2005, at the V.A. Medical Center. 
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Kathaleen IJliott
Kathaleen Elli(''i . of Big Spring died Thursday, 

.Ian. 13, 2005, at b ' n’s residence in Lubbock. Her 
services are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Funeral Home Crematory of Big Spring.

All announcements to the Sunday Life! 
section are free of charge. Call the Herald

__ oHl< "for more details, v
263-7331

trmm■"HERALD

Police blotter
The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol­

lowing activity between 8 a.m. Wednesday and 8 a.m. 
today:

• JOHNNY SANCHEZ, 22, of 1002 N. Main Street 
Apt. 32, was arrested Wednesday on a Howard County 
warrant.
' • JAIME RAY SMITH, 28, of 1905 Wasson, was 
arrested Wednesday on local warrants and a charge of 
failure to identify.

• STEPHEN HECTOR, 40, of 2107 Williams Road, 
was arrested Wednesday on a charge of public intoxi­
cation.

• ERIC CRAWFORD, 24, of Terrell, was arrested 
Wednesday on a charge of driving while license sus­
pended.

• DERECK MOFFETT, 25, of Loraine, was arrested 
Thursday on charges of driving while license invalid 
and no insurance.

• BOBBY DAVIS, 30, of 1302 Wood, was arrested
Thursday on local warrants. , -.

• THEFT was reported:
- in the 900 block of Willia.
- in the 2000 block of Gregg Street.
- in the 1700 block of FM 700.
• FAILURE TO IDENTIFY AS A FUGITIVE FROM 

JUSTICE was reported in the 400 block of 10th Street.
• BURGLARY OF A  HABITATION was reported:
- in the 900 block of Sixth Street.
- in the 100 block of 13th Street.
• AGGRAVATED ASSAULT was reported in. the 

1000 block of Second Street.

S heriff’s report
The Howard County Sheriffs Office reported the fol­

lowing activity:
• BEN TORRES GONZALES, 34, was transferred to 

the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while license suspended.

• THOMAS JASPER EVANS, 46, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of taking fish 
without land owner’s consent.

• STEPHEN BUSTAMANTE, 33, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of contempt of 
court - disobedience of a court order.

• JOSE LUJAN ALVAREZ, 41, was transferred to 
the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while license suspended.

• TONY MONROE GAMBLE. 37, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on charges of bondsman off 
of bond for theft, aggravated robbery and a second 
count of theft.

• LORENZO FABIAN ONTIVEROS, 23, was trans 
ferred to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a 
charge of contempt of court - disobedience of a court 
order.
■ • W ILLIE RAY MYLES JR., 44, was transferred to 
the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a parole 
violation. .

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 1000 block '
of S. Macgregor.Road. - . .i

• DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE was reported in the 
6700 block of E. Midway Road.

• DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE was reported in the 
900 block of Culp.

• ANIMAL/DOG PROBLEM was reported in the 
9600 block of Jay Road.

Take note
□  THE VA MEDICAL CENTER W ILL HAVE A 

PUBLIC PROGRAM IN REMEMBRANCE OF DR. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. at 11 a m. Friday. The 
program begins in the Medical Center Conference 
Room 219 and the public is invited.

□  SEN. K AY  BAILEY HUTCHISON, author of 
“Amejrican Heroines: The Spirited Women Who 
Shaped Our Country,’’ will be at the Master’s Touch, 
996 E. FM 700 at 9:15 a.m. Friday for a book signing. 
The senator will also tour the Big Spring VA Medical 
Center while in Big Spring.

James L. Storie, 79, of Antlers, Okla., died Thursday, 
•Ian. 6, 2005, in Eufaula, Okla., after a long battle with 
heart problems.

He was born Feb. 6, 1925, in Terrell Okla., to Robert 
Benjamin Storie and Lillian Irene Williams Storie. He 
married Christine Davett Morris May 6,1950.

He w^s preceded in death by his sisters, Alice 
Vaughn and Wilda Backus, one brother, R.L. Storie 
and one grandson, Abel Storie.

He is survived by his five children, Rodney Storie of 
Shawnee, Okla., Grady Storie of Big Spring, Hoyt 
Storie of Mount Pleasant and Nora Lambert and Mike 
Storie, both of Oklahoma City; 10 grandchildren; and 
three great grandchildren.

Arrangements were under the direction of Adams 
Funeral Homo in Tulsa, Okla.

□  THE 16TH ANNUAL BOSS HOGG CHILI COOK­
OFF all at the Harley-Davidson Shop, 908 W. Third 
Street is set for Saturday. Sampling by the public 
begins at noon and cooking begins at 8 a.m.

□  THE ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
MARCH BEGINS at 6 p.m. at the corner of Martin 
Luther King Boulevard. The public is invited.

□  THE HARLEM AMBASSADORS BASKETBALL 
TEAM has an exhibition game set for 7 p.m. Jan. 21 
in the Dorothy Garrett Coliseum as a Rotary Club of 
Big Spring fund-raiser. Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 
for students and $1 for children with an adult. 
Children younger than 5 are free. To purchase a tick­
et contact the YMCA, 267-8234 or the coliseum at 264- 
5040.

□  A ONE-DAY SEMINAR, “CREATIOI^: FROM 
THE BEGINNING -  A BIBLICAL VIEW OF THE 
ORIGINS OF A|DEFIANT CULTURE,” is set for 10 
a.m. until 3 p.m. Jan. 22 in the St. Paul Lutheran 
Church parish hall. The event is free and open to the 
public and lunch and child care will be provided at no 
charge.

□  THE FAR WEST BOYS HOME is in need of dona­
tions of household, office and recreational items to 
benefit boys 5-17 who are unable to live with their fam­
ilies due to abuse or neglect. Items needed include 
dressers, bunk beds, mattresses, cookware, recreation­
al and exercise equipment,^and a maintenance pickup, 
can or car. Cash donations to purchase these item's are 
also appreciated. Far West is a non-profit, tax-exempt 
organization. To arrange pick up of items qr for more 
information, call 432-353-4464.

□  A BENEFIT FUND HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED
at Cosden Federal Credit Union for Jeremiah Best, to 
help with the cost of his cancer treatment. 
Contributions and prayers are appreciated.

Bulletin board
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the 

Herald news room at 263-7331 or entail 
edftorObigspringherald.com

TODAY
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267- 
6479.

• Friends of the Library meets at noon in the 
Howard County Library, 500 S. Main.

• Big Spring Main Street meets at noon in the 
Railroad Museum located at Second and Main 
streets.

• American Legion Auxiliary meets at, 6 p.m. at 
3203 W. Highway 80.

• The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 E. 
Third St. The public is invited to these meetings. For 
more information contact Lola Lamb at 263-3340 or 
Doyle and Virginia McClain at 263-8407.

• Masonic Lodge 598 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 2101 
LsincdstOF

• Masonic Lodge 1340 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 219 Main 
St.

• Neighbors and Newcomers Club meets. New 
members are welcome. Call 263-2005 for more infor­
mation.

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St'. Members bring 
their own lunch. Call 267-1037 or 267-7281.

• Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson, author of “American 
Heroines: the Spirited Women Who Shaped Our 
Country,” will be at the Master’s Touch, 996 E. FM 
700 at 9:15 a.m. for a book signing. The senator will 
also tour the Big Spring VA Medical Center while in 
Big Spring.

• The VA Medical Center will hold a public pro­
gram in remembrance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
at 11 a.m. in the Medical Center Conference Room 
219.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in 

the Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell 
Lane.

• Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center country and 
western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. All area 
senior citizens are invited.

SATURDAY
• Howard County Scottish Rite Club meets at 7:30 

a.m. at the Masonic Lodge located at 21st and 
Lancaster streets. Breakfast is served.

• Free eye glasses are available from 9 a.m. until 
11:45 a.m. in the Event Center, 1607 E. Third.

• The 16th annual Boss Hogg Chili Cook-Off at the 
Harley-Davidson Shop, 908 W. Third Street is set to 
begin at noon for sampling by the public. The cook- 
in,g begips at 8 a.m.

•■American Legion Post 506 fish fry is set for noon 
pntil 3 p.m. Carryout is available from 11 a.m. until 
1 p.m. $7 per plate. The legion is located at 3203 W. 
Highway 80, or call 263-2084.

• Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

Lottery
The winning Cash Five numbers drawn Wednesday 
by the TexdS Lottery: 4-13-28-35-36

The winning numbers drawn in the Lotto Texas 
drawing Wednesday night: 10-23-29-30-37 Bonus Ball:
36

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 8-1-6

Weather
Tonight - Mostly clear. Lows in the mjd 20s. East 
winds near 10 mph, shifting to the south after mid­
night.
Friday - Increasing clouds. Highs near 50. South 
winds 10 to 15 mph.
Friday night - Mostly cloudy. Lows in the mid 20s. 
Southeast winds near 10 mph.
Saturday -  Partly cloudy. Highs near 40. East winds 
near 10 mph.
Saturday night -  Mostly cloudy. Lows near 20. 
Sunday -  Mostly cloudy. Highs near 40.
Sunday night -  Mostly cloudy. Lows in the mid 20s. 
Martin Luther King Jr Day -  Mostly cloudy. Highs 
near 40.
Monday night - Mostly cloudy. Lows in the mid 20s. 
Tuesday -  Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 40s. 
Tuesday night - Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 20s. 
Wednesday -  Partly cloudy. Highs near 50.
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News in brief
l\^n accused of stealing $ 6 8 ^  by claiming 
his partner was killed on 9-11 pleads guilty

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — A man who col­
lected $68,000 from a charity by falsely claiming his 
boyfriend died in the World Trade Center attacks has 
pleaded guilty to grand theft.

Fatric Henn, 29, entered his plea Wednesday and 
admitted making up the story to steal from the 
American Red Cross. Henn could face up to 15 years 
in prison at sentencing scheduled for Jan. 19.

He told Circuit Judge Marc pold that that he 
thought pleading guilty to the charge was the right 
thing to do. The''plea was not part of a deal with pros­
ecutors.

Henn is accused of telling the Red Cross, the media 
and others that his domestic partner, Jeff John 
Anderson, was on his way to visit a brokerage firm 
in the World Trade Center about 45 minutes before 
the 2001 attacks.

Anderson’s name does not appear on any official 
victims lists and authorities do not believe such a 
Ijcrson exists. Henn was arrested in June 2003 in 
Dallas and transferred to Florida.

Hcnn’s attorney, Dorothy Ferraro, said she will ask 
Ibi the first-time felony offender to receive proba­
tion. She declined to discuss Henn’s plea.

Foreign aid workers need military escorts 
in some areas of tsunami-stricken Aceh

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia (AP) — Relief organiza­
tions said a new demand made by Indonesia 
Thursday that foreign aid workers have army 
escorts in tsunami-stricken Aceh province will ham­
per aid delivery and blur the lines between the mili­
tary and humanitarian efforts.

Rich creditor nations, meanwhile, offered a mora­
torium on payments on billions of dollars owed by 
tsunarii-hit nations. Indonesia, Sri Lanka and the 
Seychelles expressed initial interest in the Paris 
Club’s proposal, but Indonesia’s foreign minister 
later said accepting the offer could hurt the country’s 
credit rating.

The chief of UNICEF in Sri Lanka said Tamil Tiger 
rebels had recruited three children living in tsunami 
refugee camps to be soldiers. It wasn’t immediately 
clear how old the children were or i f  their parents 
survived the tsunami. Ted Chaiban said UNICEF 
was working for their release.

Relief groups reported having no security problems 
m Aceh, where rebels have fought a low-level sepa­
ratist war against government troops for three 
decades, and some worried that the new restrictions 
could harm their reputation for independence,

"We discourage such actions because it blurs the 
distinction between humanitarian and military 
efforts here,” said Eileen Burke of Save the Children.

Rebel leaders reaffirmed their commitment to a 
cease fire they declared hours after the Dec. 26 earth­
quake that sent killer waves fanning out across the 
Irtdlan Ocean, killing more than 150,000 people in 11 
nations.

Indonesia’s vice president on Thursday welcomed 
the cease-fire offer..

U.S. Supreme Court leaves 
federal sentencing system In limbo

WASHINGTON (AP) — Disposing of a constitu­
tional challenge to the federal sentencing system, the 
Supreme Court has set up an anticipated fight in 
Congress over how judges punish convicted crimi­
nals.

The court on Wednesday struck down part of the 
nearly two-decade-old sentencing system, then 
imposed new requirements that were contested even 
among the justices.

Justice Antonin Scalia predicted that changes 
would “wreak havoc on federal district and appellate 
courts.” Justice John Paul Stevens said that his col­
leagues “erased the heart” of reforms intended to 
ensure that sentences do not vary widely from court­
room to another.

'Phe Supreme Court had spent the past four months 
trying to reconcile a defendants’ constitutional right 
t<̂‘ a jury trial with a system that requires judges to 
h.ake factual decisions that affect prison time.

Juries consider a person’s guilt or innocence. 
Judges decide matters such as the amount o f drugs 
involved in a crime or the number o f victims in a 
fraud. Those factors are used, under the federal 
guidelines, to add years to someone’s sentence.

More than 60,000 defendants are sentenced each 
year in federal courts.

In a compromise, the court decided that judges 
should consult the guidelines in determining sen 
tences — but only on an advisory basis.-Appeals
courts must ensure that sentences are reasonable.

")

FDA considers over-the-counter 
sales for cholesterol drug

WASHINGTON (AP) — The government is consid­
ering whether a drug for a serious chronic condition 
— high cholesterol — should sit on drugstore shelves 
alongside medicines for headaches, allergies and ath­
lete’s foot. '

Supporters say making a low-dose cholesterol med 
icine available without a doctor’s prescription would 
help get needed treatment to millions of Americans 
who are at risk of heart disease.

“There’s a huge treatment gap,” said Jerry Hansen, 
vice president of marketing at Johnson & Johnson- 
Merck Consumer Pharmaceuticals Co., a joint ven­
ture that is asking the Food and Drug 
Administration for permission to sell a low-dose ver- 
sioti of Mevacor over the counter.

The^rug, he notes, has been on the market for a 
long time and has proven quite safe.

But opponents say selling directly to the consumer 
allows patients to skip doctor visits, where they 
might be told to change their diet and exercise — 
both crucial in the effort to lower cholesterol.

“This is going to encourage people to take medica­
tion rather than alter other parts of their lifestyle, 
said Dr. Michael Schloss, clinical co-director of the 
Cholesterol Treatnient and Research Center at New 
York University.

Volunteers battle structure fire near Coahoma
By THOM AS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Howard County Volunteer fire­
fighters managed to keep a struc­
ture fire east of Coahoma from 
turning into a wind-driven night­
mare Wednesday.

According to VFD Fire Chief 
Tommy Sullivan, the call came in 
at approximately 5:30 p.m. that a 
structure located at 1005 McGregor 
Road, roughly two miles east of 
Coahoma, was on fire.

“The firefighters and I were 
already at the fire station,” said 
Sullivan. “We go on high alert any­

time the winds pick up like they 
did Wednesday, so we were able to 
respond very quickly.

“When I heard the structure was 
already engulfed in flames I figured 
we were going to end up chasing 
this fire all the way to Westbrook 
because of the winds. We managed 
to maintain the fire within 100 
yards of the structure however, so 
we were very pleased with how it 
turned out.”

Sullivan said the structure was 
an old house that was in the 
process of being torn down.

“The owner was tearing down the 
house, and on Tuesday had burned

some of the debris,” said Sullivan. 
“That fire wasn’t properly extin­
guished and because of the high 
winds it spread to the structure. It 
went up pretty quickly.”

Sullivan said no injuries or equip­
ment damage was reported as a 
result of the fire.

“We have a saying that is a rule 
around here,” said Sullivan. “Risk 
a lot to save a lot, risk a little to 
save a little and risk nothing to 
save nothing. In this case the build­
ing was being torn down anyway, 
so it wouldn’t make much sense to 
risk the firefighter’s safety or pos­
sibly damaging equipment.”

COOK-OFF
Continued from Page lA  .

putting the spicy stew 
together. Each team is 
expected to prepare at 
least five pounds of chili, 
from which they will turn 
in a sample to the judges 
at noon.

“Once we’ve got the 
chili for the judges to 
sample ready, each team 
will be able to start serv­
ing to the public,” said 
Walker. “The entry fee 
per team is $20, and for 
those that would rather 
eat instead of cook, tick­
ets will be $5. They can 
sample as much as they 
would like.”

Walker said first prize 
for the cook-off is $150, 
with second place garner­
ing $75 and third place 
bringing in $50. Of 
course, the money isn’t 
the real prize when it

comes to the Boss Hogg 
Chili Cook-off.

“It’s all about bragging 
rights, plain and simple,” 
said Walker.

Trophies will be award­
ed to the top 10 cooks, 
with trophies also award­
ed for best of show.

“A lot of these guys like 
to decorate their spot and 
things like that,” said 
Walker. “They cut up and 
have a good time.”

While Walker refers to 
the cooks most of the time 
as guys, he may have to 
make some exceptions 
this year.

“The Buffalo Girls from 
Amarillo are going to be 
competing in this year’s 
cook-off,” said Walker. 
“This will be their first 
time competing in the 
Boss Hogg Cook-Off. The 
team is made up of all 
women and they use buf­
falo meat in their chili, so 
it should be interesting.”

Interesting in particular 
for the cook-off judges, a 
panel made up of brave 
men and women willing 
to take the hot with the 
mild and the good with 
the bad.

“We have a few judges 
lined up, but we can 
always use more,” said 
Vickie Walker. “Sheriff 
Dale Walker has agreed to 
judge, along with Police 
Chief Lonnie Smith and 
several other people in 
the community. We’re 
always looking for more 
judges, however, so if 
anyone is interested they 
should contact us so we 
can get them signed up. 
or just show up to the 
cook-off.”

Walker said live music 
will be provided by 
Amarillo-based Lonesome 
Goat.

“They have quite a fol­
lowing in the Amarillo 
area and from what I hear

they’re pretty good,” said 
Howard. “They play a lot 
of different types of 
music, from country to 
rock.”

He said the 2005 Harley- 
Davidson motorcycles 
will also be on display 
during the cook-off, 
which will take place" at 
908 W. Third Street.

“We also have a 
Screaming Eagle V-Rod 
coming in,” said Walker. 
“ It’s a new model that 
came out a few years ago. 
It has a more powerful 
engine based on Harley- 
Davidson’s racing motor­
cycles and comes from 
the factory with all of the 
accessories;”

For more information 
on the cook-off, contact 
the Walkers at 263-2322.

VALUES
Continued from Page lA

“How to get along with 
my niom,” said Meagan 
smiling toward her moth­
er. “ I ’ve learned a lot 
about dedication and hard 
work and how to get out 
there and get the job 
done.

“ It’s a long process. If 
you don’t work with them 
at home and get these 
things done at home you 
can’t expect to get to the 
show. If you don’t do the 
things you really have no 
chance. It’s an every day 
thing.

“He was a newborn 
when I got him,” said 
Meagan, pointing to a 
goat she was preparing to 
show. “He was just a 
baby. You see them from 
a little tiny thing to full 
grown.”

Penni said it’s been 
great to watch her daugh­
ter grow within the pro­
gram each year, and is 
convinced many of the 
lessons Meagan has 
learned will serve her 
well when it comes time 
to leave home.

“ It's great. It’s really a 
wonderful program,” said 
Penni. “The kids she 
meets throughout the 
state of Texas while she’s 
showing her animals are 
wonderful. She’s made 
several longtime friends 
and acquaintances 
through the program.

“ It’s taught her respon 
sibility' You have to have 
feeding and exercise pro­
grams and you have to 
have a good routine. You 
really have to watch the 
animals. If the goat’s tail 
is tucked between his legs 
that means he’s not feel­
ing good and something’s 
wrong. You have to learn 
things like that.”

Meagan said her 
favorite part of the annu­
al program is the places 
she’s had the opportunity 
to go to and the people.

“ It’s been an experi­
ence,” said Meagan with a 
laugh. ‘Going from not 
knowing anything about 
these animals to learning 
so much about these ani­
mals has been really fun.

“The best part has been 
meeting so many people 
through 4H and getting to 
go to all of the different 
shows. I ’ve made a lot of

new friends, which is a 
big thrill. These are 
friends you’ll have forev­
er."

While the competition 
centers around the stu­
dents, a great deal of the 
responsibility often falls 
to the parents.

Penni said that role has 
changed over the past 
eight years, and while 
Meagan is finishing her 
last year, the battle is 
anything but over for the 
Kothmans.

“When they are young 
you stay really tied up 
and nervous,” said Penni 
with a laugh. “Meagan’s a 
senior this year and it’s 
really difl'erent. You have 
to tell yourself that this is 
the best I can do to make 
this animal look good and 
it’s.your job from here to 
the show ring. It changes 
a lot over eight years.

“ I have an eight-year-old 
son who is going to start 
showing animals next 
year,” said an obviously 
exhausted Penni. “So this 
is far from over for us.”

MYERS & SMITH
FUN ER AL HOME  

& C H APE L
24th & Johnson  -267-8288

Judith Dee (Mitchell) 
Horner, 60, died 
Monday. Graveside 
Services will be at 2:30 
PM Thursday at 
F'airmont Cemetery in 
San Angelo.

Carl Titsworth, 82, 
died Monday. Funeral 
Services were at 10:00 
AM Thursday at Myers 
& Smith Chapel with 
burial at Trinity 
Memorial Park 

Elautiro Valencia Jr., 
96, died Tuesday. Vigil 
Services will be at 7:30 
PM Thursday at Myers 
& Smith Chapel. 
Funeral Mass will be at 
10:30 AM Friday at 
Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Catholic Church 
Burial will be at Mt. 
Olive Memorial Park.

Emmit Charles Moore, 
Sr., 66, died Sunday. 
Funeral Services will be 
at 2:00 PM Thursday at 
Bethlehem Baptist 
Church at Beeville, 
Texas. Burial will be at 
St. Rose Cemetery.

Robert Eoff, 95, died 
Wednesday. Services 
are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

VAMC
Continued from Page lA

Big Spring, will serve as 
keynote speaker. Rev. 
Nickerson attended 
Hardin Simmons
University and Abilene 
Christian University, 
where he majored in 
Biblical Studies.

Claudette Forward and 
Sandra and Floyd Green 
will provide the music.

In a separate activity, 
the public is also invited 
to participate in the annu­
al Martin Luther King Jr. 
March Monday in Big 
Spring. The march will 
begin at 6 p.m. at the cor­
ner of Martin Luther 
King Boulevard.

HUTCHISON
Continued from Page lA

pioneer Babe Didrickson 
Zaharias. Alongside those 
pioneers, Hutchison 
inserts articles on con­
temporary women she 
 ̂considers as role models 
in their respective fields

of expertise.
Among the contempo­

raries in Hutchison’s 
book is Big Spring’s Marj 
Carpenter, longtime jour­
nalist and former modera­
tor of the Presbyterian 
Church USA.

Carpenter is scheduled 
to attend the book sign­
ing, set for 9:15 a.m. 
Friday.

• •• W h e n  w e  a l lo w  

f r e e d o m  t o  r in g  -

when we let it ring from e\SI|y 
village and every hamlet, 

from eveiy state and every 
city, we will be able to speed 

up that day when all of 
Qod's children, black 

men and white men, Jews 
and Gentiles, Protestants and 

Catholics, will be able to 
Join hands and 

sing in the words of the old 
Negro spiritual, 'Free at lasL 

free at last. Thank God 
almighty, we 

are free at last.' '
From Dr. King's 
'I Have a Dream" 

speech, Aug. 28, 1963

Dr. Martin Luther (Sing, Jr. 
was an outstanding leader 

whose movements and 
marches influenced some 

of the most dramatic 
changes in our nation's 
recent history. On the 

anniversary
of Martin Luther King. Jr.'s 
birth we celebrate his life 

and his leadership by 
reflecting on his fxiwerful 

words.

For
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 

the schedule for the 
following banking 

institutions on Monday, 
January 17, 2005 
will be as follows:

Big Spring Government 
Employees Federal 

Credit Union 
Cfttied

State National Bank 
Open

Wells Fargo 
CloMmd

I Bedroom • $350 • 2 Bedroom • $450* 3 Bedroom • $550
801 W. Marcy • 432-267-6500

Big Spring, Texas 79720 T
Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking,
A Washer -  Dryer Coiin. ^

"R*membtr...vou deserve th* be$l!t’
2-3 Bedroom

' Citizen's Federal Credit
.t Union

, Oeeo

A*-;’? Big Spring State Hospital 
' '  Federal Credit Union 

d o ted

Big Spring Banking Center 
d o ted

Big Spring Education 
Employees Federal 

Credit Union 
domed

f •



O p i n i o n
B ig S pring H er ald

Thursday, January 1 3 ,20 05

DITORIAL

Our V iews

Be sure you
don’t miss
chili cookoff
* ^ r  A Tf+iether you enjoy some friendly com- 
■  /  petition or just have an appetite for
m / m /  spicy food, don’t forget about the 
W w 16th annual Boss Hogg Chili Cookoff 

this Saturday, sponsored by the Harley-Davidson 
Shop.

The local business puts it on, but the money 
goes fo r  a great cause — funding the charitable 
work o f the Harley Owners Group for the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association.

There are no rules for the cookoff, though it ’s 
our understanding that organizers have autho­
rized judges to shoot anyone who puts beans in 
their chili.

The competition w ill begin around, 8 a.m. 
Judging w ill begin about 1 p.m. and after that, 
ch ili lovers can sample the bowls o f red for $5 
each.

The ch ili cookoff vyill feature live  music by 
local bands in an area set up adjacent to the 
Harley-Davidson shop, which is located at 908 W, 
Third.

Whether you would like to enter your secret 
homemade chili the fee is $20 — or just enjoy 
some good music, good chili and a good time, 
make plans on Saturday to make your way over 
to the Harley Shop.

Your V iews

T o  THE E d ito r :
It never ceases to amaze 

me what our so called 
professional athletes or 
what some might refer as 
“ role models” for our 
youth will do on national 
television.

After watching the 
Green Bay-Minnesota 
playoff game on Sunday, I 
was amazed, shocked 
and, to be honestf' 
embarassed to have wit­
nessed the actions of 
Randy Moss after scoring 
a touchdown. If you wit­
nessed the game, you 
know very well what I am 
referring to, running over 
to the goal post and pan- 
tomined pulling down his 
pants and mooning the 
Green Bay fans.

No wonder they pay 
him the big bucks.!

And do you think a 
measly fine of $5,000 will 
phase him? Not as he is 
quoted as saying, "Just 
having a little fun with 
the boys. I hope I don’t 
get into trouble by it, but 
if I do. I’ ll take the heat.” 
You can tell he is really 
concerned about his 
actions.

Furthermore, is disap­
pointing to hear the quote 
by the head coach of 
Indaianapolis. Tony 
Dungy’s response was, ” I

A Small Prayer

Who wants to be Cruz Bustamante?

thought it was kind of 
funny.”
. Yeah Mr. Dungy, it was 
kind of funny until you 
explain it to your young 
child watching the televi­
sion. Maybe you need to 
be fined as well but a lit­
tle more than what I 
would guess would be a 
“ few minutes” of your
pay-

Moss, should be so very 
proud of himself. I really 
think the only correct 
portion of his quote is the 
word “boy.”

Just stop for a moment 
and think of the many 
innocent boys and girls 
who were watching and 
then turning to mom and 
dad asking to have those 
actions explained to 
them.

If only we had more 
Andy Pettittes in the 
sports world — men who 
are not ashamed of the 
Gospel and their faith and 
love for God.

The sad part of this is 
watching our young peo­
ple today who play sports 
trying do the foolish 
things they see on TV. I 
thank God that the athlet­
ic programs in Howard 
County have Godly men 
leading bur young people.

D a l e  P i t t m a n  
B i g  S p r i n g

by K. Rae Anderson
You love with each person individually. Lord, may we take time 

out oj our individual lives to come to You.
'  '  Amen

Debra
Saunders

.C. (Before Conan), there 
' was no “spin tent” on the 
steps of the Capitol when 
the governor delivered his 

State of the State address.
A.T.3. (After Terminator 3), a big 

tent was needed to 
handle the overflow 
of out-of-town news 
hounds. In January 
2004, reporters from 
around the world 
groused about what a 
circus the recall elec­
tion was that elected 
Arnold
Schwarzenegger and 
then compared notes 
on their interviews 
with stripper/candi-
date Mary Carey. ____________

Wednesday, the
“ spin tent” was the domain of the 
usual insiders. Sacramento was 
once again Sacramento. In his sec­
ond State of the State address, 
Schwarzenegger delivered his least 
theatrical political speech to date. 
His new tone seems to signal his 
readiness to morph from governa- 
tor to governor.

Schwarzenegger’s 2004 charm 
offensive changed the tone in a 
city famous for partisan rancor. 
Now, he has to change how the 
state spends. And that is work. 
This year, the muscle man has to 
straddle an $8.1 billion shortfall.

Monday, Schwarzenegger will 
release his budget for the next fis­
cal year. Then, the howls from the 
Democrats — the very folks who 
got California into this mess — 
will pierce the air. Will ” 
Schwarzenegger cave or hold his 
ground? Californians will find out 
when, and if, Schwarzenegger 
finally proposes something unpop­
ular and sees it through.

Here’s a partial list of the unpop­
ular measures he proposed the 
Legislature address in an unpopu­
lar special session:

— Pension reform. 
Schwarzenegger embraced a pro­
posal by Assemblyman Keith 
Richman, R-Northridge, to create a 
two-tiered pension system — cur­

rent state employees could stick 
with the Cadillac of pensions 
plans, CalPERS, but those hired 
after July 2007 would be limited to 
less lucrative 401k accounts.

This radical proposal would save 
cities and counties from their own 
inability to draw the line when it 
comes to employee pensions. And 
it is poison to the state and local 
employees’ unions, which are the 
reason state pensions are so fat.

I have little doubt that voters 
would approve such a measure if 
it appeared on the ballot. Consider 
that state pension benefits are so 
generous that some police and 
firefighters can retire at age 50 
and receive 90 percent of their 
pay.

The big question is whether 
Schwarzenegger is using the 
threat of putting this measure on 
the ballot to squeeze more money 
from the unions.

— Schools. Last year, 
Schwarzenegger promised to give 
schools any extra money the state 
raised in exchange for the educa-, 
tion community’s agreement to 
bypass a requirement to spend a 
certain portion of the state’s bud­
get on schools. Schwarzenegger is 
about to break that promise. Then, 
again, the non partisan legislative 
analyst suggested he do so because 
the state needed the money else­
where.

To distract voters from this 
about-face, Schwarzenegger is try­
ing to turn up the heat on schools 
by proposing merit pay and an 
end to tenure. Voters like the idea, 
but the Democrats in Sacramento 
will never go for it, and I doubt 
many Republicans will, either.

It’s all sizzle, no beefsteak.
— Big spending. Schwarzenegger 

proposed a constitutional amend­
ment to make the state controller 
implement across-the-board cuts if 
the money guys find that spending 
is exceeding revenue. Finance 
Director Tom Campbell explained 
that if spending outstrips revenues 
by, say, 2 percent, the controller 
would reduce the checks he cuts 
— even payroll checks — by that

amount.
Campbell argued the measure is 

necessary because it provides “the 
enforcement mechanism that was 
lacking” in the last spending-cap 
gimmick. (OK, I said gimmick, he 
didn’t.) I sympathize, but I can’t 
believe such a measure could sur­
vive a court challenge.

Hello?! It’s time to dispense with 
gimmicks and just cut spending. If 
you can’t, raise taxes.

— Redistricting. As the governor 
put it, there were 153 congression­
al and legislative seats up in thS 
last election, “and not one — I 
repeat — not one changed par­
ties.” Hence, Schwarzenegger’s 
proposal to have a panel of retired 
judges draw districts that aren’t 
rigged to re-elect the Democrat or 
Republican.

Sacramento will never go for 
this, but if he gets this on the bal­
lot, I think voters will. It’s not 
good when even the most bum­
bling state politician is a cinch for 
re-election.

Speaking of bumbling pols — 
Schwarzenegger’s biggest laugh 
came not from a resurrected 
movie line, but thanks to Lt. Gov. 
Cruz Bustamante. When 
Schwarzenegger thanked him “ for 
the nice introduction and for the 
wonderful speech,” the tent was 
atwitter. The intro wasn’t nice; the 
speech wasn’t wonderful. It was 
vintage Bustamante: bad bloviat­
ing. Schwarzenegger’s big grin 
failed to conceal a gloat.

Caveat legislator. State pols may 
be tired of Schwarzenegger’s 
antics, but they’re no better. And 
if they don’t shape up, California’s 
governor might make them look 
like Bustamante.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders(a sfchronicle.com. To 
find out more about Debra J. 
Saunders, and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web pccge at www.cre- 
ators.com.
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The White House 
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U .S . Senator
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• RICK PERRY
Governor
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• PETE LANEY
State Representative 
Texas 85th District 
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U .S . Senator
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Emma Brown —  Hom e: 
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The difference between bad judgement and bias

t J
Linda

Chavez

Jt looked like the yin and yang 
of media bias stories this 
week. First, USA Today 
revealed that conservative 

commentator Armstrong Williams 
had accepted money from the U.S. 
Department of Education to pro­
mote the administration’s No 
Child Left Behind 
law, without reveal­
ing that relationship 
when he discussed 
the bill on air or in 
print. Then CBS oust­
ed four employees for 
their role in prepar­
ing and airing a false 
story about President 
Bush’s 1970s-e|’a'
National Guard ser­
vice. The CBS piece,
with Dan-Rather ____________
reporting, aired on —
“60 Minutes Wednesday” during 
the presidential election last fall 
and involved suspect documents 
that later turned out to have been 
probable forgeries.

So does this prove that both the 
right and the left engage in media 
manipulation — a sort of every- 
body-does-it defense? Not really. In 
fact, the two stories not only illus­
trate different problems, but the 
parties involv^  should be held to 
different standai^s because of the 
dissimilar roles they play.

I ’m not going to make excuses, 
for Armstrong Williams. Indeed,' 
he isn’t making them himself. In 
his most recent column, Williams 
wrote, “ In 2(X)3,1 agreed to run a 
paid ad on my syndicated televi­
sion show, promoting the 

- Department of Education’s No 
Child Left Behind Act. 1 subse­
quently used my column space to 
support that legislation. This rep­

resents an obvious conflict of 
interests.” A pretty good general 
rule of thumb is, if you’re being 
paid by someone to advocate a 
particular point of view — even if 
it’s one you happen to hold inde­
pendently — you owe it to your 
audience to let them know.

But as embarrassing as 
Williams’ lapse in judgment might 
be, his sins were minor compared 

, to those of CBS News. We expect 
pundits to be biased — opinion is 
their stock in trade. Columnists 
are paid to state their opinions; 
reporters are paid not to reveal 
them. Reporters deal in facts; and 
the collection and reporting of 
those facts are supposed to be apo­
litical, impartial and unbiased. A 
CBS-appointed panel investigating 
the controversial “60 Minutes 
Wednesday” segment concluded 
that everyone involved with the 
piece failed to uphold journalistic 
standards. As a result, CBS asked 
three high-level executives to 
resign and fired the producer of 
the segment. But CBS didn’t go far 
enough.

The two-member, independent 
panel — former U.S. Attorney 
(jeneral Richard Thornburgh and 
former Associated Press President 
Louis Boccardi, both appointed by 
CBS — said they could not find 
evidence to prove political bias. 
But even the panel acknowledged- 
“that on such a politically charged 
story, coming in the midst o f a 
presidential campaign in which 
military servicb records had 
become an issue, there was a need 
for meticulous care to avoid any > 
suggestion of an agenda at work.” 
The panel wept on to note that 
those involved with the story 
failed to exercise “the appropriate 
level of care to avoid the appear­

ance of political motivation,” 
attributing their actions to “zeal” 
to be first with an important 
story.

Nonsense. Can you imagine Dan 
Rather going on the air just weeks 
before the election with docu­
ments supplied by the Swift Boat 
Veterans for Truth alleging John 
Kerry disobeyed a direct order by 
his military commander, no mat­
ter who else was ready to run 
with the story? The zeal to get the 
anti-Bush story on the air had lit­
tle to do with network competition 
and everything to do with politics.

It’s good that CBS fired Mary 
Mapes, the woman who produced 
the segment, and forced the resig­
nation of three executives who 
should have questioned her more 
closely about her sources. But 
leaving Dan Rather in place at “60 
Minutes” and delaying his exit as 
network news anchor until March 
is a travesty.

Armstrong Williams’ bad judg­
ment cost him his syndicated col­
umn. Rather’s disgraceful role in 
the phony Bush National Guard 
story should have cost him his job 
immediately. Now that would go 
some way to restoring balance in 
the media universe, a little yang 
of just deserts to balance the yin 
of media bias.

Linda Chavez is the author o f the 
new book, "Betrayal: How Union 
Bosses Shake Down Their Members 
and Corrupt American Politics. ”

To find out mofe about Linda 
Chavez and read features*by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and car­
toonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.cr.e- 
ators.com.
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Acura RL
Honda marches 
to its own drummer
By STEVEN COLE SM ITH
The Orlando Sentinel

ORLANDO, Fla. *- 
Since the Acura RL 
debuted as a 1996 model, 
the company’s flagship 
sedan has suffered from a 
moderate inferiority com­
plex. Though Acura was, 
by four years, the first 
premium brand from a 
Japanese automaker, it 
always has been consid­
ered slightly downmarket 
when compared with 
Lexus and Infiniti.

Much of that is because 
their flagships, the Lexus 
LS and Infiniti Q, have — 
since their debut in 1990 
— been big, expensive, V- 
8-powered, no-compro- 
mise cars that targeted 
BMW and Mercedes-Benz 
sedans.

Acura’s biggest sedan 
never has been offered 
with a V-8 engine, and sel­
dom has been mentioned 
as direct competition for 
the top Lexus and Infiniti 
models. But a couple of 
years ago, the rumor mill 
suggested that might 
change when the next- 
generation Acura RL 
debuted. Might Honda 
finally build a V-8 engine? 
Maybe, we heard.

Well, it didn’t happen. 
The 2005 Acura RL is 
here, and as it has since 
1996, power comes from a 
3.5-liter V-6. But this ver­
sion pumps out an 
impressive 300 horsepow­
e r — 10 more than the 4.3-

liter V-8 in the Lexus 
LS430. And the RL comes 
standard with a very 
sophisticated all-wheel- 
drive system. And priced 
at just under $50,000, the 
Acura RL costs almost 
$6,000 less than the Lexus 
or the Infiniti Q45.

So, finally, does Acura 
have a big sedan to com­
pete with those two?

No. Once again — as 
usual — Honda is march­
ing to its own drummer, 
aiming the Acura RL 
more at the BMW 5-Series 
and Audi A6 than the 
semi-staid Lexus and 
Infiniti flagships. The RL 
is actually a little closer 
to the Lexus GS430 and 
Infiniti M45 than the two 
larger Lexus and Infiniti 
models. No one denies 
that if it wanted to, 
Honda/Acura could build 
a big luxury sedan, but 
obviously that isn’t the 
goal.

The 2005 RL is sportier 
than the 2004 . model, 
which is not necessarily 
saying much. Styling is 
unlike anything the com­
pany has built before; it 
looks entirely different 
from the smaller TL, and 
still smaller TSX sedans. 
The RL has a pleasing 
ovalness, without looking 
like a melted jellybean.

Inside, Acura stylists 
are obviously trying to 
make a statement, but I’m 
not certain what they’re 
saying. The plethora of

The 2 0 0 5  Honda Acura RL

buttons and switches is at 
first confusing, then sim­
ply a bit inconvenient. 
The wood, leather and 
aluminumlike trim make 
for a handsome cockpit.

The RL subscribes to 
the "keyless access" craze, 
which means you need to 
have the key fob with 
you, but you can leave it 
in your pocket. General 
Motors, with the Cadillac 
STS, for instance, has a 
lighted start button to the 
right of the steering 
wheel. But almost as if 
Acura chickened out at 
the last minute, the RL 
has what looks like a regr 
ular key sticking out of 
the steering column, and 
that’s how you start it. 
Except it isn’t a key — it

stays there. I ’ve never felt 
it inconvenient to have to 
insert a key and turn it in 
order to start a car.

That said, the RL is 
loaded with interior fea 
tures, all of them stan­
dard. There’s a great Bose 
10-speaker stereo with 
six-disc CD player, a 
savvy navigation system 
with voice command, 
OnStar plus Acura Link’s 
real-time traffic advi­
sories, a wireless tele­
phone interface, a power 
sunroof and a power rear 
sunshade.

For safety, there are 
antilock disc brakes, side 
and side-curtain airbags, 
and electronic stability 
control with integrated 
traction control.

On the ro;ul. iminv ot 
the 3."j-liter V-6's 3u(» hoi s- 
es don't s('(‘m to awaken 
until you’re rolling.' 
Though the Lexus LSrttt 
may hravp 10 fewer hor'>e 
power, it has 320 poumiv 
leet of unque. eoiripaia'd 
with th(' RL's 20o pound- 
feet. Toi'iile is the mea 
sure of pulling i»ower. and 
that's uh.y the Le-xu-; 
seems quinker fiom a 
sta'nditig siart than ilu-- 
Acura dies. At 3,001 
pounds, the RL isn't 
exactly a lightweight, but 
given the all-wKeel drive 
and its size, that isn’t bad: 

That all-wl’.eel drive, 
incidentall\. is comp-len' 
ly transparent, which is 
as it should be. It's con 
trolleil by sensors :md

cornttufcrs. '.vhich Con­
stantin ic,d locate the divi- 
sioii of [)ower amotig the 
l<au brads, sending it 
Vvberr‘ it’s urHuied. 
Tbmigh the sternang feel 
ts a' liitU' Itght foi' my 
la.str tb'' HI. is exccption- 
;i!ly surel'ooted on w ind­
ing roarls. but still gives a 
Slip':';!', .and vei'v quiet,
■ ide i.'ii the highway.

'v'v 'ih an out-flie-door 
p; H i' of .Sl;i.-170, the 2003 
HL 1.̂ ;i lot of car for the 
money, especially when 
you recall that the 1996 
Rl., with comparable 
equipment, cost $4-1.0(X). It 
still isn’t a Lexus LS or 
Intiniti 'd. but it clearly 
dorrsn’t want to be.

( 'npynuht Knipiit-Ridder

& Ends
By The Associated Press

Dog catching 
house painter

FLORENCE, Ala. (AP)
— Gary Gallien is a house 
painter. But earlier this 
week he became a dog 
catcher — literally.

Working with a crew at 
an apartment complex in 
Florence, Gallien caught 
a small dog as it fell from 
a fifth-floor balcony.

Gallien said he had 
stepped outside the build­
ing Tuesday when he 
heard a woman scream 
and saw a white, furry 
object falling toward him,

“Somebody hollered and 
I looked up and just stuck 
out my arms and caught 
it,’’ he said. “ I caught it 
like a football. I was fix­
ing to run for a touch­
down with it.’’

Gallien said he did not 
know where the-dog^came- 
from, but he took it back 
to the fifth floor and 
turned it loose in the hall.

“That’s like the 
‘Funniest Home Videos’ 
on TV,’’ Gallien said. “ I 
wish we had been filming 
it, so I could have sent it 
in. It would have won 
first place.’’

Bear in straight jacket 
gets cold response

MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP)
— A company that sells 
cuddly Teddy bears 
through the mail has 
angered mental health 
advocates with a special 
item for Valentine’s Day.

The Vermont Teddy 
Bear Co. is featuring a 15-, 
inch bear in a straitjack- 
et. The $69.95 stuffed ani­
mal u  called the “Crazy 
for You Bear” and comes 
with its own commitment 
papers.

“This bear was created 
in the spirit of 
Valentine’s Day and as 
with all o f our bears it 
was designed to be a light­
hearted depiction of the 
sentiment of love,” the 
company said in a state­
ment. ^

Mental health advocates

believe the bear is “a 
tasteless use of marketing 
that stigmatizes persons 
with mental illness,” said 
Jerry Goessel, executive 
director of the Vermont 
chapter of the National 
Alliance for the Mentally 
111.

The company said it

would discontinue the 
bear, but not before Feb. 
14.

“We recognize that this 
is a sensitive, human 
issue and sincerely apolo­
gize if we have offended 
anyone,” the firm said. 
“This bear was developed 
just for Valentine’s Day

and is not a permanent 
addition to our product 
line,’’. , ...

Cafe workers cook 
more than food

RUSSELLVILLE. Ark. 
(AP) — What the owners 
of The West Main Cafe 
were apparently cooking

up at night lias landed 
them In jail.
' Police Said they believe 
the operators of the 
restaurant were making 
methamphetamine in the 
kitchen on the same 
equipment they were 
using to cook foot) for cû - 
tomei'^

.\gents found mt'th in a 
room next to the kitchen, 
coffee filters with drug 
residue and other ingtx’di 
ents as.sociated with the 
manufacturing of the 
drug, said Larry Johnson, 
director of the P’ ifth 
Judicia' District Drug 
I ’ask Ftare.

Allan's

Bnt PncM In W0M Tnu
3

202 Scurrv • 267-627S

Benny Boyd
Chevy • Chrysler ■ Dodge ■ Jeep 
OMC • Fon lix  • Buick ■ Cadillac 

1611 N. Lubbock Hwy. Lamot*. TX

HOWARD COLLEGE 
Continuing Education
Nurse Aide
Designed to provide basic nursing skills, emphasizing long-term 
elderly care facilities. Includes physical and psychological needs, 

“ safety,Thfeclion control, and resident rights. Applicants must read, 
write and comprehend English on an eight-grade level. Scrubs 
required for clinical. Tuition includes $10.00 malpractice insurance 
and $76.00 nurse aid exam (N URA1001,89 hours, 8.9 CEU's). 
Cost: $338.50

Day Courses Night Courses
JAN 17 ’- MARCH 2 JAN 17 - FEB 21

MWF 8:00 am -12:00 pm M H H  6:00 pm -10:00 pm

Medication Aide Certification
Medication Aides may now administer medications in nursing homes 
and state correctional facilities. They must hold a permit issued by 
the Texas Department of Health. A permit holder must function 
under the direct supervision of a Licensed Nurse on duty or on call 
by the facility. Medication aides are a cost effective option now open 
to Medicare Skilled Nursing facilities ps well as Medicaid Nursing 
facilities. Medication Aides must also comply with certain Nurse Aide 
requirements. Prerequisites: Must be a Certified Nurse Aide.
(NURA 1013,156 hours, 15.6 CEU's)
Cost: $485.00

JAN 19-A U G  12 
Wednesday 6:00 pm -10:00 pm 

Fridays 1:00 pm • 5:00 pm

For m ore information on other CE courses,
look for

Continuing Education Spring Schodule
in this Sunday's paper.

H O W A R D  C O L L E G E
1001 Birdvi/ell Lane 

www.hoWardcollege.edu

For rhore information call 2 6 4 - 5 1 3 0

http://www.hoWardcollege.edu
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Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story idea? Call Troy Hyde at 263-7331, 
Ext. 237. Email results to: 
sports@bigspringheredd.com
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Uc<y steer
Club rimtli^sut

The Lady w* Steers 
Booster. Club will be 
meeting at, 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 2p,Vta 
the ATC, whidi la  a 
change Cram its origir 
naldate., -

All parents of girls 
involved'in volleyball,, 
basketball/ cheerlead­
ing and. track are 
encouraged to attend.  ̂
For more information, 
contact Janet Abner at 
264-0023̂  or Kerry 
Rodrigu^ at 263-6100.

Ambassadors to play 
at Dorothy Qarrstt

The  ̂ ^Harlem 
Ambassadors basket­
ball team will play an 
exhibition game in Big 
Spring at the Dorothy 
Garrett Coliseum at' 
Howard College Friday, 
Jan. 21, beginning at 7'4 ♦p.m.

The cost will be $5 for 
adults, $3 for students 
and $1 for youth accom­
panied by an adult and 
youth under the age of 
five are free ;̂ when 
accompanied' liy an 
adult' Tickets can be 
purchased at the Big 
Spring YMCA, KBST, 
the B,S. Herald and at 
the coliseum during the 
nlght«tf the game.

The'game is a fund­
raiser for the Rotary 
Club of Big Spring. '

Kansas Ihiiily solves
HIKom^smimdlox

A  _____
Ketth*B9I^Sfr^ 6c0i^ 
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four-game absence jto 
make some bigtplays 
for Kansas-, which b ^ t  
conference rival Iowa 
State;  ̂ ' I  71-66, 
Wednes<^, > ,

Simieii, h preseason; 
All-America, hadn’t 
played.since undergo-: 
ing surgery on his left 
thumb. He > scored 13 
points in 37 minutes, 
grabbed nine rebounds 
and sparked an 8-0 run 
that put Kansas (12-0, ̂  
0 Big 12) ahead to stay 
after Iowa State l^d  
rallied from eiiht down 
to take a 54-52 lead.

Langford had been 
questionable for the 
game after sustaining a 
concussion in Sunday’s 
65-59 victory at No. 9 
Kentucky. But he start­
ed and played 36 min­
utes. -• V  i

Curtis Stmsqh^fld 
points for loi^a State (& 
5, 0-2),' which lost for. 
Just the second tim^
27 home games undeK 
coach Wayne kforgan.
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(A P )-Javpd^ jyyta is  
led a
with la p t ^ i ^  Ko. 
3 North CardMiVoUod 
to a Uth'^ consecdtive 
vit^ry, defeating No. S 
(}eorgia Tedi, 91*69.

Marvin WUlianis had 
14 points and Sgshad 
McCants and Sean May

Longhorns fight the Law and lose

Carolina.,
Jarrett’Jack had 24 

points'fbf the vT^ow' 
J ac lu fm cu A ir^ a fh o  
play^wlttout totored 
gumB^. laderl^ the 
third sttaiihijsnie.

• Texas A&M hands 
No. 10 Texas first 
conference defeat in 
College Station
By JOEL ANDERSON.
AP Sports Writer

COLLEGE STATION -  
When Billy Gillispie took 
over as head coach at 
Texas A&M in March, he 
found a team lacking size, 
experience and depth.

He soon found out, how­
ever, that the Aggies did 
have some talent despite 
their woeful record from 
the previous season.

Acie Law, one of those 
talented leftovers, had 24 
points and six assists, 
freshman Joseph Jones 
added 13 points and 10 
rebounds and A&M ended 
an 18-game Big 12 losing 
streak with a 74-63 upset 
of No. 10 Texas on 
Wednesday night.

“ It’s about having the 
right guys,” Gillispie 
said, smiling. "It ’s no 
magic formula. The story 
is not about me ... it’s

about those guys in the 
white jerseys. The sky’s 
the limit on what you can 
achieve.”

Gillispie has the Aggies 
achieving way beyond 
what many thought was 
possible at a school that 
has always treated basket­
ball as a distraction after 
football season. A&M has 
finished last in the Big 12 
three of the past four sea­
sons.

The Aggies (12-1,1-1) are 
off to their best start since 
1959-60, and Gillispie has 
made the best debut in 
school history.

Before a school-record 
crowd of 12,811, A&M 
ended the Longhorns’ 10- 
game winning streak in 
College Station and 
improve its record at 
Reed Arena to 12-0 this 
season.

The Aggies also 
knocked off their first 
Top Ten foe, and fourth 
overall, since beating 
Texas in 1982.

“ It feels real good to get 
the first Big 12 victory,” 
said Law, a sophomore

7,ri vi:

KRT photo/SlMnl L«roM , St. Paul Pkmaar Pratt
lyiinnesota’s Kevin Garnett, right, falls in the direction of 
Orlando’s Kelvin Cato, left, and Steve Francis during the 
first half of their game at the Target Center in 
Minneapolis Wednesday. The Magic beat the Wolves 
deb^he 19  points, 25 rebounds and eight assists from 
Gannett.

point guard who suffered 
through last season’s 7-21 
record. “A Top Ten team 
comes in ... that’s a per­
fect opportunity to show 
everyone what we can 
do.”

P.J. Tucker led the 
Longhorns (12-3, 1-1) with 
18 points and eight 
rebounds and freshman 
LaMarcus Aldridge added 
12 points and eight 
rebounds.

Despite getting off to 
such an impressive start, 
A&M had generated little 
attention mostly because 
of a nonconference sched­
ule that included games 
against Prairie View 
A&M, Texas-Permian 
Basin and Trinity, a 
Division III school.

Coming off a tough 65-60 
loss at No. 2 Kansas last 
week, A&M surprisingly 
seized , control of this 
game early and never let 
the Longhorns back into 
it.

The Aggies’ lead 
reached 21 points early in 
the second half, but Texas 
(12-3, 1-1) fought back

behind a full court press 
and scoring spurts by 
Tucker and Aldridge.

It wasn’t enough.
Law effortlessly sliced 

his way through defend­
ers and repeatedly found 
open shooters, completely 
outclassing Texas fresh­
man Daniel Gibson.

Gibson, who suffered a 
cut over his right eye and 
had it bandaged up at 
halftime, was 1-of-ll from 
the field and had three 
points and two assists.

The Longhorns strug­
gled offensively despite 
the return of center Jason 
Klotz, who served a one- 
game suspension for 
throwing a punch in last 
week’s win over 
Memphis, and guard 
Sydmill Harris, who 
missed the previous three 
games with a groin 
injury.

A&M’s aggressive pres­
sure defense — ranked 
No. 1 nationally in field 
goal percentage — forced 
the Longhorns into 
dozens of off-balance 
jumpers and 3s from way

behind the arc.
Texas made one of its 

first 12 shots, a putback 
slam by Aldridge, and 
went 7-of-33 from the 
field, including 2-of-9 on 
3s, in the first half.

“They put some pres­
sure on us and were dig­
ging back in there,” 
Texas coach Rick Barnes 
said, “and when that hap­
pens you have to make 
some shots. We didn’t do 
a particularly great job of 
that.”

Law’s final 3-pointer of 
the night, a rainbow over 
Tucker as the shot clock 
expired, gave A&M a 63-50 
lead with 3:39 to go. That 
shot sent the crowd into a 
frenzy and all but ended 
any comeback attempt.

“Law missed like three 
shots all game.” said 
Tucker, making a surpris­
ingly accurate guess at 
Law’s lO-for-13 shooting. 
“That’s just how it goes 
sometimes.”

Klotz added, “Acie Law 
is probably one of the best 
point guards we’ve played 
this year.”

McGrady’s second half effort 
sends Rockets past Mavericks
By JAIM E ARON
AP Sports Writer

DALLAS — Tracy 
McGrady hurt a toe early, 
so he stayed outside and 
scored most of his 30 
points on 3-pointers and 
matched his season high 
with 11 assists, helpi 
the Houston Rockets e ik l- 
the Dallas Mavericks’ six- 
game winning streak 
with a 124-114 victory 
Wednesday night.

McGrady, who scored 48 
in his last game in Dallas, 
left for several minutes in 
the second quarter to 
have his left big toe ban­
daged.

It didn’t hurt his aim 
any as he finished 6-of-8 
on 3s and the Rockets 
scored their most points 
of the season for the sec­
ond straight game.

Dallas finished 5-1 on its 
homestand and heads into 
a 15-day stretch of nine 
games against mostly 
quality foes that starts 
Friday night in San 
Antonio.

The Mavs had won their 
last six games by at least 
14 points, so this was the 
first time since before 
Christmas that they had 
to work hard in the sec­
ond half. But they could­
n’t keep up with 
Houston’s offense, which 
was stunning considering 
Dallas averaged 114.3 
points in its previous

seven games.
While the Mavericks 

still got there, it came too 
late. The Rockets were up 
by nine after three quar­
ters and stretched the 
lead to 15 midway

fniirth .

^ t a i tH ^ o  MMMP the
numbers expected from a 
McGrady team. The 
Rockets scored 116 in a 
win over Denver on 
Sunday night and are 
averaging 104.9 ovqr the 
last 13 after putting up 
just 86.9 in their first 22 
games. They are 8-5 since 
the scoring outburst 
began.

Dallas’ top defender. 
Josh Howard, was out 
with an upper respiratory 
infection, and McGrady 
took advantage in every 
way. In addition to mak­
ing 12 of 19 shots, the 
attention he commanded 
freed Juwan Howard to go 
14-of-19 for a season-high 
29 points.

David Wesley scored 21 
and Yao Ming 20, half 
from the foul line,

Dirk Nowitzki led the 
Mavericks with 28 points, 
but 11 came in the first 
quarter. He had an 18- 

, minute scoreless drought 
over the middle two peri­
ods.

Michael Finley, coming 
off a season-best 33 
points, missed nine of his 
first 10 shots. He finished

with 14, but only because 
of three baskets long after 
the outcome was settled. 
Shawn Bradley had a sea­
son-high 12, all but two in 
the first half.

The Mavs were in con- 
trpj early .«i^.4lMij^econd 
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timeout to stir his lethar- 
gic club.

Houston responded with 
an 11-2 run that featured 
McGrady’s 3-pointer, a 
steal and breakaway 
layup by Wesley, a dunk 
by Yao off a sweet drive 
and dish by McGrady and 
a thunderous slam by 
McGrady off a lob pass 
from Wesley over three 
flat-footed Mavs.

Dallas came back with a 
3-pointer by Jason Terry 
to tie it at 72, but it didn’t 
last.

Houston was up only 82- 
78 when the Mavericks 
gambled on defense, send­
ing two 7-footers at 
McGrady behind the 3- 
point line to force him to 
give up the ball.

No problem: he had 
assists on the next five 
Rockets baskets, then 
closed the quarter with a 
3-pointer that sent Wesley 
away with a huge smile 
and Jon Barry skipping 
back across midcourt. 
Barry and Wesley weren’t 
with the Rockets last 
month, when the Mavs 
beat them by 24.

Spurs add to best home record with dominating victory
SAN ANTONIO (AP) -  

The best home record in 
the NBA belongs to the 
San Antonio Spurs, whose 
18th victory in 19 home 
games wasn’t all that dif­
ficult.

Tim Duncan scored 21 
points, and the San 
Antonio Spurs’ bench 
contributed 31 points as 
San Antonio completed a 
season sweep of the 
Milwaukee Bucks with a 
94-79 victory Wednesday 
night.

“ It was a good win for 
us,” San Antonio coach 
Gregg Popovich said. "We 
played good defense and a 
iot of people participated. 
It’s important for us to 
involve everybody. It’s a 
very unselfish group.”

San Antonio, which won 
for the fourth time in it  ̂
last flV̂ e games, placed 
four players in double fig­

ures as Tony Parker 
added 20 jo in ts , Manu 
Ginobili 15, and Brent 
Barry 11.

“iWe are pretty happy 
with tonight’s effort,” 
said Parker, who also 
dished out eight assists. 
“ It was a good team effort. 
We just tried to close the 
game out tonight. We did­
n’t dô  a very good job 
against Utah, and we 
wanted to be better 
tonight.”

Milwaukee, which lost 
its second straight, was 
led by Michael Redd with 
24 points, while Marcus 
Fizer added 12.

“The biggest difference 
in this Spurs team than 
perhaps in the past is 
they have gotten so much 
more athfetic on the 
perimeter," Milwaukee 
coach Terry Porter said. 
“They haye guys like

Ginobili and Bruce 
Bowen who can put it on 
the floor. That’s a huge 
difference. It allows them 
to get more open opportu­
nities in the open court, 
more points in transi­
tion.”

Leading 49-40 at half­
time, San Antonio opened 
the third quarter with a 
14-6 run and led 63-46 
after Ginobili’s layup 
with 6:13 to play in the 
quarter.

Behind Redd, who 
scored the final five 
points, Milwaukee closed 
the third quarter with an 
8-0 run and trailed 74-64 
going to the final period.

The Bucks cut Ihe 
Spurs’ lead to 76-70 after a 
jump shot by Mike James 
with 9:04 to play.

“ I, could really feel a 
change in the' way we 
played tonight versus last

night against Atlanta,” 
Redd said. “We were 
more aggressive and we 
were more intense. We 
had a good team effort 
tonight.

“You always want to 
win of course, but at least 
out of this one we can 
take in the fact that we 
competed well against a 
great team.”

After San Antonio 
answered with a 7-4 run, 
Milwaukee closed to 83-75 
on Redd’s jump shot with 
5:08 remaining.

Parker then ignited a 7- 
0 run with a 3-point field 
goal and driving layup as 
the Spurs stretched the 
lead to 90-75 with 3:26 to 
play.

Milwaukee got no closer 
than 11 points the rest of 
the way.

The ITOA’s top defensive 
team, San Antonio held

i

the Bucks to 41.3 percent 
shooting from the floor.

“First and foremost we 
are a defensive team,” 
Bowen said. “ In prepara­
tion for our next few 
games, we need to get 
back to business.
 ̂ "We allowed teams to 

shoot over 48 percent in a 
lot of our losses and that’s 
not us, we understand 
that.”

With Duncan shooting 
9-for-19 from the floor, 
San Antonio outscored 
Milwaukee 44-34 in the 
paint.

“Tony Massenburg had 
a lot of energy in the first 
half,” said Popovich of his 
little-used center who 
added six points in the 
second ' quarter. “He 
played good defense for us 
and scor^ a little. That 
helped us get the lead at 
the half.”

mailto:sports@bigspringheredd.com
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KU’s Wayne SImlen gives Iowa.State’s Jared Homan an armful during the second half of 
their game in Ames, Iowa, Wednesday night. No. 2 Kansas won the game at Hilton 
Coliseum and remained undefeated this year.

Philly’s McNabb relishes pressure
• Eagles answer 
questions about 
life after TO.
By ROB MAADDI
AP Sports Writer

PHILADELPHIA -  
Donovan McNabb peeked 
into the interview room 
as Brian Westbrook 
approached the podium, 
'nd  shouted three ques­
tions.

“What are you going to 
do without T.O.? Are you 
going to get the ball 
more? What’s the mood of 
the team?’’ McNabb said 
in a squeaky, high- 
pitched tone, drawing 
laughter from the crowd.

Tired of hearing those 
questions himself, the 
PJiiladelphia Eagles’ five­
time Pro Bowl quarter­
back interjected some 
humor into a mundane 
Wednesday news confer­
ence. McNabb brings the 
same lighthearted spirit 
into the locker roOm and 
the, huddle.

Pressure? What pres­
sure?

McNabb certainly isn’t 
feeling any as the heavily 
favored Eagles (13-3) pre­
pare to play the 
Minnesota Vikings (9-8) 
in an NFC divisional 
playoff game on Sunday.

With star receiver 
Terrell Owens sidelined 
by an ankle injury, 
McNabb realizes the bur­
den o f carrying the 
offense falls on him.

He welcomes the chal­
lenge.

“You guys said T.O. 
took the pressure off of 
me. Now I guess I have all 
the pressure again,” 
McNabb said. “ I love 
pressure. I love to step 
out there and everybody 
is standing on their feet 
with their mouth wide 
open to find out what I ’m 
going to do next. ...

Buckle your seat belts 
and enjoy the ride.”

McNabb is coming off 
the best season of his six- 
year career. He set a team 
record with 3,875 yards 
passing, became the first 
NFL player to throw for 
more than 30 touchdowns 
(31) and less than 10 inter­
ceptions (eight), and his 
passer rating of 104.7 was 
second in the NFC.

Often criticized for 
being inaccurate,
McNabb drastically
improved his completion 
percentage — his 64.0 per 
cent was almost six 
points higher than his 
career average — and 
broke an NFL record by 
completing 24 consecutive 
passes over two games.

None of the personal 
glory matters if the 
Eagles don’t win the 
Super Bowl. After losing 
the last three NFC cham­
pionship games, nothing 
else is considered a suc­
cess in a city that hasn’t 
celebrated a winner since 
the 76ers won the NBA 
title in 1983.

“ In this world that we 
live in, you’re not great 
unless you win a Super 
Bowl,” McNabb said. “ It’s 
sad that you have to be 
judged by that, but we 
just have to play our 
game and know what 
we’re seeing and go out 
and execute.”

With Owens joining 
McNabb and Westbrook 
this season, the offense 
nearly was unstoppable 
in the first 12 games. The 
Eagles won nine of the 
first dozen games by dou­
ble-digit margins, includ­
ing five wins by at least 
21 points.

Owens’ injury was a 
devastating blow for 
Philadelphia, which lost 
both of its games without 
the Pro Bowl„ wideout, 
mainly because many of

the starters were rested 
with nothing on the line.

But the Eagles didn’t 
have Owens, who has an 
outside chance of playing 
in the Super Bowl if 
Philly gets there, when 
they went to the last three 
conference title games, 
McNabb and Westbrook 
are playing their best, 
and the defense has been 
outstanding this season.

“We have more weapons 
than just T.O,” McNabb 
said, referring to wide- 
outs Todd Pinkston and 
Freddie Mitchell and 
tight ends Chad Lewis 
and L.J. Smith.

“ I know you guys have 
questions about the 
receiving corps since T.O. 
is hurt. Our , receiving
corps fine, we’ll <gake 
plays ana we’ll win the

RILLMOON, INC
R O O F I N G

Commercial, Residential, Industrial 
Insured • Bonded 

$500,000 General Liability

REASONS TO CALL
• Ranked Top 11 Roofing C o n tr^ o rs  In Texas
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To stay or hot to stay : That 
is the question for Leinart
• u se  all-American to 
decide football future 
sometime today
By KEN PETERS
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES -  Take 
a job and become an 
instant multimillionaire 
or stay in school and col­
lect $895 a month for 
another year.

To Matt Leinart, that’s a 
dilemma.

“ It’s tough when you 
have so many people 
telling you, ‘The money’s 
there, take it.’ Then your 
friends and other people 
say, ‘But the money could 
be there in a year, what’s 
another 10 months?” ’ 
use ’s Heisman Trophy­
winning quarterback said 
Tuesday.

The NFL deadline for 
college underclassmen to 
declare for the draft is 
Saturday, but Leinart 
said he expects to 
announce today whether 
he’ll return for his senior

game.
Westbrook, so valuable 

that coach Andy Reid sat 
him out the last two 
games, figures to draw 
most of the attention from 
Minnesota’s defense.

“They still have to 
respect the other guys on 
this team,” Westbrook 
said.

' Throughout his career, 
McNabb has earned 
respect for his leadership 
skills and the way he has 
handled adversity, begin­
ning with being booed 
loudly by Eagles fans 
when his name was 
announced as the No. 2 
pick of the 1999 NFL 
draft.

In 2002, McNabb threw 
four TD passes on a^bro- 
ken ankle against 
Arizona, then sat out the 
last six regular-season 
games.

He overcame the worst 
start of his career last 
season, playing with a 
sprained right thumb that 
affected his grip, and an 
ankle injury limiting his 
mobility.

season.
He said Tuesday that 

he’s still on the fence, and 
may not decide until the 
last minute _ or beyond.

Asked what he’ll be 
doing leading up to his 
announcement, Leinart 
shook his head and said, 
“A lot of praying. I ’m 
going to go with what my 
gut tells me and what I 
feel at the time. Who 
knows, I might be one 
way when I’m going in to 
announce, and when I’m 
up there. I ’ll change.”

After leading the 
Trojans to consecutive 
national titles, Leinart is 
fully aware of the risks of 
playing another year for 
them.

An injury or a less suc­
cessful season could drop 
him in the NFL draft and 
cost him millions of dol­
lars.

Two outstanding junior 
quarterbacks, Aaron 
Rodgers of California and 
Alex Smith of Utah, 
already have declared for 
this year’s draft.

Leinart doesn’t seem 
eager to end his college 
days.

“ It is a business and I 
don’t know if I ’m ready 
for that,” he said of the 
NFL.

“College, it’s fun. We get 
stipend checks, that’s our 
money, live with our 
friends, just hang out and 
have fun. College is the 
best time of your life, and 
I think the situation I ’m 
in, it really couldn’t get 
any better being here.”

The $895 monthly 
stipend for athletes is 
supposed to cover every­
thing but their training 
table meals.

Although Leinart 
believes he’s accom­
plished about everything 
he can as college quarter­
back, there’s one team 
goal remaining that may 
factor in his decision. The 
Trojans could become the 
first team to win three 
consecutive national 
titles.

“Sometimes my heart’s 
like, come back. This is 
just so great here, and a 
chance to do something 
no team has ever done 
before,” he said. “ I look at 
it as a win-win situation 
for me. I f  I leave. I ’m ful­
filling my dream to play 
in the NFL, to get a shot 
and try to do that.

“Or I stay in school and 
be here with something 
that’s real special that’s 
going on, the start of a 
dynasty. I know that’s 
kind of a bold statement, 
but it’s just obvious what 
we’re doing here and 
what coach (Pete) Carroll 
is doing. I ’m pretty sure 
coach Carroll plans on 
staying around to be a

part of this,”
Although there has been 

speculation that an NFL 
team might try to lure 
Carroll back to the 
league, he said recently 
that he’s not interested in 
leaving USC.

Even if Leinart and 
those two do turn pro, 
USC still should be loaded 
next season since most of 
the starters return. 
Waiting in the wings is 
quarterback John David 
Booty, a third-year sopho­
more from Louisiana who 
is considered a better 
prospect than Leinart was 
when he took over for
2002 Heisman winner 
Carson Palmer.

And the Trojans already 
have a verbal commit­
ment from one of the top 
high school quarterbacks, 
Mark Sanchez from 
Mission Viejo, Calif.

Leinart has received 
advice from, among many 
others. Palmer and 
Pittsburgh Steelers quar­
terback Ben
Roethlisberger.

After winning the 
Heisman in his senior 
season. Palmer was taken 
by the Cincinnati Bengals 
with the No. 1 pick in the
2003 draft. Roethlisberger, 
the 2004 NFL Offensive 
Rookie of the Year, left 
Miami (Ohio) after his 
junior year and was taken 
by the Steelers with the 
11th pick last spring.

“ It almost seems like an 
easy decision to people 
outside of USC, ‘Why stay 
when you can be a top 
pick?’ But it’s really a lot 
harder than it seems to 
make the decision. There, 
are so many pros and 
cons to both decisions,” 
said Leinart, who began 
classes on Monday.

“'Whatever I do. I ’m 
going to be happy with 
my decision and move on 
from there.”
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G a ra g e  S a le s
GARAGE SALE: 2602 Lynn, 
Saturday 8-?. Cheap clothes, 
weight bench with weights, tan­
ning bed, full/twin bunk bed, T 
poof table and Leer camper 
shell.

H e lp  W a n te d
ATTENTION STUDENTS 

PT HOLIDAY WORK
Can be perm., Great Pay, Flex. 
Sched. sales/service, no @xp. 
nec. All ages 18+ condition ap­
ply (432)699-6782. 
www.workforstudents.com 
<http://workforstudents.com>

HANDYMAN NEEDED. Must 
have painting & general main­
tenance skills. Please call 
(432)268-4830 for more infor­
mation.

H elp  W a n te d
CARPET SHAMPOO

Trainees Needed 
Looking for Men & Women to 
fill vacancies.
* Paid Training
* Company Incentives
* Sign on bonus (per inten/iew)
* Two paid vacations if qualify
* Full time/part time positions

For interview Call Steve 
(432)263-0500

CITY of Big Spring is taking ap- 
plications for Utility Service 
worker. Apply at the Personnel 
Department, 310 Nolan, Big 
Spring, Tx 79720 or call 
(432)264-2346. The City of Big 
Spring is EO E. Applications 
may also be obtained from 
website:
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

^ j l V D & C o i l O ^

C O M E  EXPERIENCE THE 
T O W N  8f C O U N TR Y  DIFFERENCE

Walk-in interviews will be conducted 
on Thursday, January 20, 2005 

from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm,
- at 1101 Lamesa Drive

Applications available at any 
Town And Country Food Store Location.

EMPLOYEE OWNED 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
PAY BY DIRECT DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

PRE-EMPLOYMENT DRUG TESTING REQUIRED

H elp W an ted
CITY OF Big Spring is taking 
applications for Convention & 
Visitors Bureau Coordinator. 
This position is responsible for 
promoting and marketing activi­
ties that will encourage tourism 
and convention activities in Big 
Spring. Salary is $15.70 hr. Ap­
ply at the Personnel Depart­
ment, 310 Nolan, Big Spring, 
Tx 79720 or call 432-264-2346. 
The  City of Big Spring is EO E. 
Applications may also be ob­
tained from website: 
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

COME JOIN our Management 
team @  Pizza Inn. Now hiring 
assistant manager position. 
Please provide resume, no 
phone calls. Apply w/ Manager 
between 2:30pm - 4:30pm 
Monday-Sunday @  1702 South 
Gregg.

DO YOU enjoy working with 
the elderly and want to be part 
of a growing challenging indus­
try? If so, we invite you to in­
quire about a position in our 
nursing department.

IDEAL CAN DIDATE:
LVN or RN and MED AIDE 

IN TE R E S TE D  IN LONG TER M  
EM PLO YM EN T 
RELATIONSHIP 

E X C E LL E N T Starting pay . 
Health Insurance 
Retirement Plan
Great Vacation with a Flexible 
Schedule.

Apply at Mountain View 
Lodge, 2009 Virginia Ave.

HELP WANTED full time. Ap- 
ply at Wasson Road Grocery, 
2512 Wasson Road.

H elp W an ted
LONG JOHN Silvers, Day and 
evening shifts available. Must 
be energetic. Apply in person, 
2403 S. Gregg. No phone calls, 
please.

MARKETING REP for home 
health agency. RN or LVN li­
cense or 2 years experience in 
sales/marketing or health care 
field. Must have strong verbal 
communication skills, good 
time management skills, initia­
tive, and ability to work inde­
pendently. Area travel, required. 
Competitive salary and bene­
fits. Fax resume to Nancy Tyler 
(325)437-1024 or mail to 1103 
Industrial Blvd., Abilene, Texas 
79602.

MATURE CHRISTIAN lady to 
live in with elderly Christian 
woman. Duties include cook­
ing, cleaning, and assisting her 
with her daily routine. Must 
have driver's licenses. Room 
and board plus salary. Call for 
interview (432)264-0613.

MOUNTAIN VIEW LODGE
Now Hiring a Cook
* Great Starting Pay
* Excellent Benefits
* Friendly Atmosphere
Apply in Person, 2009 Virginia 
Ave.

NEED EXPERIENCE drillers & 
roughnecks for Big Spring oil 
company. Must be able to pass 
drug test. Call (432)238-3832.

NEED FARM Hand experi- 
enced in Cotton farming. Must 
be able to drive large equip­
ment and be dependable. Call 
(432)394-4122 after 6:00 pm 
for more information.

H e lp  W a n te d
Needed Experienced shirt 
presser, also needed afternoon 
counter help apply in person at 
Klassic Kleaners 2107 S. 
Gregg St.. No Phone Calls.

The Basin’s Bank, a strong and 
growing independent bank, is 
seeking professionals to join us 
in our growth and success. Our 
current opportunities include: 

Part-Time Teller-Big Spring 
Approximately 32 hours a 
week. Monday thru Friday 
1:30p.m. - 6:00p.m.
Experience handling large 
amounts of currency and bal­
ancing a cash drawer. Banking 
experience preferred but not 
required.
Fax resume to (432)617-1347, 
email hr@westernnb.com or 
come by any Western Na­
tional Bank Branch to fill out 
an application. EEOC.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
person needed to move furni­
ture. Must be motivated. Good 
driving record required. Must 
be 21. Paid vacation & holi­
days, Apply in person. Credit 
World, 1611 Gregg. No Phone 
Calls!

L o s t an d  F o u n d
FOUND FRANK Betancur's 
dog “Beauty" on S. Hwy. 87. 
Need to claim please call 
(432)267-7387.

LOST LONG Hair Persian Cat 
(Creamy Orange color). Last 
seen at the accident on Hwy 87 
on 1/01/05. Wearing a tag. 
Please call (830)980-8062, 
(210)508-5804 or
(210)508-5805 Melissa Garza.

L o s t a n d  F o u n d
REWARD FOR male Golden 
Retriever, 8 months old with 
red collar. Answers to “Atticus". 
Call (432)714-4390 for info.

M is c e lla n e o u s

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa­
ries, Quinceanarious. 10% Dis­
count on Arches, Cpndelabras, 
florals w/cake order/ Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

NEW YEAR’S Blowout Sale! 
New computer systems starting 
at just $449! Name brand Pen- 
tium4 and AM D Athlons. Fast 
and fully loaded! Paul's Cus­
tom P C ’s (432)466-0800.

N a tio n a l A d s

$$ FREE M O N EY  $$ for 2005! 
Private-Government Grants for 
Personal bills. School, Busi­
ness, etc. Never Repay. Live 
Operators. Approx. $49 billion 
dollars unclaimed 2004. 
1-800-410-2613 ext. 31.

GOVERNMENT JOBS! W ILD- 
LIFE / P O S TA L  $16.51 to 
$58.00 per hour. Full Benefits. 
Paid Training. Call for Applica­
tion and Exam Information. No 
Experience Necessary. Toll 
Free 1-888-269-6090 ext. 100.

O n  the F a rm

WANT TO  buy or rent farm 
land- Martin, Howard, Glass­
cock, Midland counties. 30+ 
years experience. Jerry Hollo­
way, (432)459-2499 or 
(432)559-3664.

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day 
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!! SED Hi isS

C A R P E T

B rin g  S a m p le s  
T o  Y ou r H om e
INANE BRAND S

Kenny Thompson
2 7 0 -0 5 4 8
2 6 3 -4 5 4 8

Y O U R  A D

P U T YO U R  
A D  HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

BIG
SPRING H K R  ATjO

C O N C R E TE S U B S C R IP TIO N FEN CES F E N C E S

STUCCO 
: DRIVEWAYS 

SIDEWALKS 
BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons 
Concrete

(432) 267-4044 
(432) 268-6322

Frank Rubio
621 Sgt. Paredez 

Big Spring. TX 79720

Subscribe 
To The Big 

Spring Herald
CALL 263-7331 

SPRING HERALD

CHAHUNK 
RCTAL’CEDAR; 
DOGKBMIIS 
ORNAMENTAl 
RON

B & M Fence Co.
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
GET 0UR,PRICE& COMPARE 

FREE ESTIMATES 
ROBERT MARQUEZ 

2R3-1S13 • 
1-ROO-S2S-13M

Q uality  Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquaz-Owner

Finest In. l l l l i
Fencing

W ood&
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

FENCES FENCE HOME IMPROVEMENT W  HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IM PROVEM ENT

MARQUEZ 
FENCE CO.

All types 
of fences 

& repairs.

Concrete work, carports. 
A ll work guaranteed, 

Free Estimates 
Benny Marquezowner 

267-5714

PREMIER fEN C E
Sales, Service, Installation 

Chainlink, Wood, Vinyl, 
Sheet Metal, Ornamental 
Custom Gates,
Oil Field 
Panels,
Carports,
Dog Runs.^

(432) 655-7505 
na>aaewcatam.6Mawi

HANDYMAN
Home Repair, Remodeling, 
Maintenance, Yardwork, 
Painting, Etc.
Concrete Work,, 
Driveway,
Patios,
Sidewalks, Etc.

2 t7 -7 6 M
W - B 7 I

HOME IMPROVEMENT ¥  HOME IMPROVEMENT ¥  HOME IMPROVEMENT

AFFORDABLE HOME 
MAINTENANCE

•Renovation 
•Repairs 

•Maintenance
e*eiY Wetk 

YMCanTiwal
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL! 
IMm  Cnh laanm) 43M 762IM

DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Home Repair • Carpentry 

Sheet Work 
< Repaired/Replaced 

Kitchen & Bath

BOB'S CUSTOM 
TVOODWORK

409 E. 3RD 267-5811

ROOFING RO O FING

PALACIOS 
ROOFING & HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 
Roofs. Room Additions, 
Ceramic Tile, Fences, 

Painting Insured & Bonded 

Home Phone#
263-1
CeU#

JOHNNY FLORES 
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar 4  Gravd. 
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed. 

Specializing 111 Hot Tar Roofs 
and

Doctor of Repairs! ^

Big Spring 4 Sarroamltng Areas.
as7-m o - I

HomeWorksI
New • Remodel • Additions • Repair 

RisidMitMl • ComaMreial 
Please Call For A Free Estimate 

• 432417-INI

TREE T R IM M IN G

LUPE’STREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years 
of experience. Stump 

grinder available. 
For Tree Trimming 

and removal.

CallLupe  
432-257-4217 

- 432-2654405

R S
H OM E R EPA IR
Custom Wood Decks, 
Remodel, Carpenter, 
Painting, Plumbing, 

Minor Electrical 
m u  m tM M TM S
Garage door repair. 
Appliances Installed

816-3030

LA W N  SERVICE

FALLCLEANUP 
TREE TRIMMING 

TILLING & HAULING 
FREE ESTIMATES

CALL
432-267-5460
LEAVE M ESSAGE

B ie ^ is o

TREE T R IM M IN G

Gibbs Remodeling
New home Construction • Room Additions 

Carports • Dry Wall Hanging & Finishing & Exterior 
Wallpaper Hanging • Ceramic Tile 

Installation & Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

R E N TA LS WEB PRINTING

V E N T U R A
C O M P A N Y
432-267-2655
Houses • Duplexes 
1, 2, 3 Bedrooms 
For rent/sale 
7 6 6 I .1 2 T N  
662 6. 12YN 
1204 58IIITON 
1162 1 .6 7 8

For Information 
On Web Printing

Call
Tony Hernandez

263-7331

IPRIWQ HERALD
P E S T C O N T R O L W E L D IN G

Tree  Rem oval 
Specialist.
M l n o r / M a j o r  
trimming, stump 
removal, flower  
bed cleaned , hedges  
trim m ed. P rices nego- 
dnble.

(422)575-5517 
(432) S5-4775. m 5.

SOUTHWESTERN gar g  Oiw PHs - Omamantal
A-1 PEST 
CONTROL

a-------^---------------------------------------------------------------lewll wWMwm * WM* F V f  l a  - r W f l O T a  *
Oataa • Staal gwNdhina - 

Nbii8 llBlIe
Since 1954 Morris Welding

432-263-6514 Service
2008 Birdwell Lane Wn gprtwg. Tk 79720

Max F. Moore Hm 432-26X-«SOS

• www.swalpc.com Mab. 4S2-270-1g00

mm@swa lpc.com 86UIB7 8l8COiifll6

http://www.bigspringherald.com
http://www.workforstudents.com
http://workforstudents.com
http://www.ci.big-spring.tx.us
http://www.ci.big-spring.tx.us
mailto:hr@westernnb.com
http://www.swalpc.com
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Pets Real Estate for Rent I  Real Estate for Rent H  Real Estate for Rent
B O S T O N  TE R R IE R  puppies. 3 
males and 2 females for sale. 
Beautiful markings, full breed. 
Ready January 27th. First 
come first pick. $250.00 each. 
Call (432)264-9026.____________

1402 STA D IU M . 3 Bedroom, 1 
1/2 bath. $400. month, $200. 
deposit. CH/A. Call
(432)263-1792 or 816-9984.

Real Estate for Rent

L O V E L Y  
N E IG H B O R H O O D  

C O M P L E X

Swimming Pool 
Carports,

Most Utilities Paid. 
Senior Citizen 

Discounts,
I & 2 Bedrooms &

I or 2 Baths 
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 East 2.Slh Strcel
■ >  267-5444

263-5000

1410 HARD IN G Street. 3 Bed­
room, 1 bath, w/game room, 
carport, large fenced-in back­
yard. No inside pets. $425. 
month, $200. deposit. Call 
(432)267-6667.

3711 Connally 3 Bedroom, 2 
bath. Fireplace, CH/A, dish- 

’ washer, fenced yard. Very 
Nice. $600 -f deposit. Call 
(432)263-4528, (432)296-0277.

1501 H IL LTO P  Road, back 
house. One bedroom. $250. 
month, $200. deposit. Water in­
cluded. Call afternoons & eve­
nings, (432)263-6922.

3904 H A M ILTO N , 3 Bedroom 
1-1/2 bath, CH/A. $400. month, 
$250. deposit. Call 
(432)267-7449.

4221 H A M ILTO N . 3 bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath. Call (432)267-3841 
or 517-0642.

1505 TU S C O N . Four bedroom, 
two bath, CH/A. Call 
(432)270-3848.

1605 K E N TU C K Y  Way. 3 Bed­
room, 1 bath. G a o je , CH/A, 
fenced b a ^ | « 0 C U a s h e r  & 
dryer d | «H | M ^ > 4 3 0 / m o n th , 
$ 3 5 0 / d ^ ^ .  Call
(432)263-8005 or 816-1330.

1014 S Y C A M O R E . Tw o bed­
room, one bath, garage, fenced 
backyard. Washer & dryer con­
nections. $325. month, $175. 
deposit. Call (432)267-3727.

1606 11TH Place. 2 Bedroom, 
1 bath with big den. Good 
neighborhood. $350.00 month. 
Call (432)263-6922, afternoons 
& evenings.

1111 S E T T L E S : 3 Bedroom 2 
bath. Inside redone, has 
in-laws house in back. Fenced 
yard, CH/A, outdoor pets OK. 
$650. mo. $350. deposit. Call 
915-252-8842.

1903 G R E G G  St. for rent. 
Great office or retail space. 
$375/month plus deposit. Call 
(432)213-2681.

C O R O N A D O  HILLS 
A P A R TM E N TS
(432)267-6500 
801 W. Marcy 

Big Spring, Tx 79720 
During Months of 

December and January. 
Move in for 

$199.00 or $299.00.

2008 N O LA N . 1 Bedroom, 1 
bath. $400.00 month, $150.00 
deposit. All Bills Paid. Call 
(432)263-1792 or 816-9984.

1204 LAM AR . 2 Bedroom, 1 
bath. $300. month, $150. de­
posit. HUD accepted. Call 
(432)263-1792 or 816-9984.

2604 E N T. 3 Bedroom 2 bath. 
New paint' carpet. References. 
$400. month, $250. deposit. 
HUD accepted. Call
(432)267-7449.

1400 Sycamore- 3/1 bath. 
Available January 15th. 

407 1/2 East 8th- 1/1 bath. 
All have CH/A.

Call (432)267-2296.

3/2 W ITH  garage. Gourmet 
kitchen with built-ins. Forsan 
ISD, 2406 Cheyenne. $650. 
month, $400. deposit. Call 
(432)264-9907.

B A K C E L O P N A  A P A R T M IE r N T S
Choose Your Own Monthly Rent Options 

$ 9 0 0  DfIXS FAfO
A V W  MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP. 

5 3 8  W e sto ve r OFEiy SATURDAY  2 6 3 -1 2 5 2

No Down Payment
OWNER FINANCING

Bad Credit O.K.
2-3-4-S & 6 Bedroom  B rick  H om es

Call Beverly 263-3461

JmSHlY ClEMUNCE SUE
e MUST Make room for Ne 

Vehicles Arriving Daily

«4000 Customer Cash
And

UUQ Ford Credit Rsbats*

2004 Crown Victoria
ALL MODELS

OR
APR - 60 MONTHS

Customer Cash 
And

2004 Freestar Vans
ALL MODELS

*5000
*1000 Ford Credit Rsbats 

0 %  APR - 6b MONTHS

Customer Cash 
And

2005 Explorers
lODlALL MODELS

*2000
0

*1000 Ford Credit Rsbats*
A B

3.9%

r

S U N S E T  R ID G E
(432)263-2292 

Near SW CID, Scenic Mt. 
& Cornell Facilities 

Call Today

T W O  BED R O O M  on Chicksaw 
and Anna. $300. month. De­
posit required. Moren @  
(432)267-7380.

Real Estate for Sale

900 S C U R R Y . 3/1 Apartment. 
CH/A. washer, dryer hookups. 
Appliances furnished. $385.00 
month, $200.00 deposit. No 
HUD. Call (432)213-2681

C L E A N E S T  1 Bedroom in 
town. $300. Month, $150. de­
posit. No pets. References re­
quired. Carport. Call 
(432)213-2319.

$1,000 T O T A L  Move in Cost.
On 1306 Marijo. New 3 bed­
room, 2 bath, 2 car garage 
home. Reasonably good credit 
required, lowered interest rates 
to Qualified Buyer. Call now 
(432)520-9848 Cameo Invest­
ments Inc.

16 A C R E S  7 miles South of 
Big Spring with 2 Bedroom, 2 
bath Mobile home on land. Call 
(432)264-6514.

1612 B LUEB IR D . Owner Fi­
nancing. Buy for $277.00 
month or Rent $375.00 month. 
Call (432)264-9907.

FO R  R E N T large one bad- 
room. All bills paid. $350. 
month, $150. deposit. 1503 
Scurry. Call (432)264-6611.

20 A C R E S  on Hwy 176. Set 
up for Doublewide. 45K, 
$6,500.00 Down, assume 
$270.00 monthly @  7.4% for 
30 years. No Credit Check. 
Call (817)312-6322.

FO R  R E N Tr 800 1/2 Nolan. 1 
Bedroom, 1 bath. Utilities in­
cluded. $400.00 month, 
$300.00 deposit. Call 
(432)264-9907.

609 ELGIN , 3 bedroom, 1 bath 
brick home. CH/A, carport, ap­
pliances furnished with fenced 
yard. $22,000.00. Quiet neigh­
borhood. Call (432)267-7025.

FU R N ISH ED  A N D  bills paid 
apartment, one block from 
HEB. Three bedroom house 2 
blocks from HEB, $7,000. 2 
bedroom brick with carport, 
$3,000. Call (432)264-0510.

C -C IT Y  L A K E  Home, 4 Bed­
room, 3 bath. Deeded land on 
large lot; fenced , newly remod­
eled. Call (432)263-7373 or 
263-6824 after 5:00 pm.

FUR N ISH ED , S P A C IO U S  1
Bedroom Apt. Super quit and 
private. Utilities paid. Sunroom, 
non smoking, zero pets. 1 per­
son. Nice !! $395.00. Call 
Mcdonald Reality
(432)263-7615, (432)263-4835.

FO R  S A L E  or Rent. Owner fi­
nancing. 3 bedroom, 1-1/2 
bath. 2507 Chanute. 
(432)816-9746.

Two bedroom, one bath house 
with fenced backyard. Stove & 
refrigerator furnished. Call 
(432)267-6179.

G R E A T  B U Y  on a fixer upper 
home in Coahoma. Low down 
payment financing available. 
Located 412 S. 2nd. Cash Ne­
gotiable. Call Lupe 
1-800-766-1167.

N O  DO W N Payment on 2 thru 
6 Bedroom Brick Homes. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. We can adjust your 
monthly payments to fit your 
Budget. Call Maria 
(432)263-3461.

PERFECT for Single or couple- 
2 Bedroom, 1 Path, Central 
H/A, single garage, large back­
yard with deck, new carpet. 
Possible Owner Finance. Call 
(432)263-6887, 270-1743.

R E N T to OW N. 4 Bedroom, 1 
bath. Washer and Dryer Con­
nection with fenced yard. Call 
(432)264-6611.

S P A C IO U S  TW O -S TO R Y
home. 2150 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 
2 baths, office, 2 living areas, 
ash cabinets, (jreptace. Ga­
zebo, 2 storage bldgs., 3/4 
acre, secluded. Lovely yard. 
$105,00. Call (432)263-4080.

O W N ER  W ILL FIN A N CE! 3
bedroom home. Just remod­
eled! Great condition! 1214 
Ridgeroad. LOW  DOW N. LOW 
M O N THLY! Tadlock Realtors 
(432)580-4883.

Vehicles

'04 Freestar Vans 
*6000 

Rebates
B ob B rock  Ford
.100 W . 1th 2<i7-7 12 1

1993 G M C  pickup, white Sierra 
1500 Club cab, long bed, bed 
liner, 73,000 miles, clean, fab­
ric interior, AM/FM cassette, 
hitch. Call (432)263-4179 for 
more info.

1999 C H EV Y  S-10 Ext. Cab.. 
67k miles, 4 cyl., 5 speed man­
ual, AM/FM CD radio, AC, tilt, 
cruise. Clean. $7,000.00. Call 
(432)393-5419.

FO R  S A L E : 2002 Pace 14' en­
closed motorcycle trailer. 
Black, aluminum wheels, new 
tires, heavy duty floor & tie 
downs. $3,995.00. Call 
(432)263-6503.

ATTENTION
THE BIG SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES 
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpfUl Ups and 
information that will help you 
when placing your ad. After your 
ad has been published the first 
day we suggest you check the ad 
for mistakes and If errors have 
been made we will gladly correct 
the ad and run it again for you at 
no additional charge. If your ad Is 
Inadvertently not printed advance 
payment will cheerfully be refund­
ed and the newspaper's liability 
w ill be for only the amount 
received for publication of the 
advertisement. W e reserve the 
right to edit or reject any dd for 
publication that does not meet our 
standards o f acosptance.

Tomorrow’s Horoscope
BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
There’s the opportunity to 

embody the very quality you 
want to possess. Grace, 
maturity and even majesty 
can be accomplished simply, 
naturally and without resist­
ance. As the sun and Saturn 
engage in an enlightening 
conversation, you can pow­
erfully assimilate recent les­
sons! Model a desired char- 
act^ trait, and you’ll 
become it. '

ARIES (March 21-April 19). 
The lessons of the day are of 
the Zen variety — deliberate­
ly irrational occurrences 
that will jar you into realiz­
ing the limits of your think­
ing. What an experience. 
You drift off to sleep tonight 
to the sound of one hand 
clapping.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). 
Your grandiose mission will 
be reduced to something 
menial — like standing in 
line at the post office or 
delivering coffee. It’s all an 
important part of the plan, 
so don’t worry that you 
might be wasting your time.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). 
You do know how to bring 
the goods. Still, don’t go all 
smarty-pants on your co­
workers or boss. They’re 
likely to get annoyed by your 
overachieving tendencies. 
Play it humble. Anyone with 
half a brain knows you’re 
great.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). 
The stars provide a kind of 
security check list. You’ll be 
asking yourself hard ques­
tions, especially regarding 
your finances. It’s simple, 
really. The more you do for 
others, the better you are 
compensated.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Be 
thq total individual today, 
not at all influenced by the 
usual onslaught of advertis­
ing and corporate brain­
washing you encounter. You 
don’t need a media spectacle 
to show you what you want 
out of life.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
When you think about your 
social life, there are definite 
rungs of friendship people 
must go through to get close 
to you. You don’t answer the

phone to just anybody. 
Somebody jumps from a 
lower rung to a higher one 
today. /

LIBRA 'Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
The art ol deception is fea­
tured, and you’re alarmingly 
good at it. Your intention is 
not to harm the other per­
son, but you sure wouldn’t 
mind if they thought some­
thing different about you 
than was actually true!

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). 
An idea you once cynically 
dismissed is now on your 
hot track. You have the abil­
ity to see controversial 
issues from all sides, but oth­
ers have a hard time aban­
doning their strong points of 
view.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21). Being regimented is 
overrated. Besides, your 
curiosity takes you in a fas­
cinating direction. Like 
Alice down the rabbit hole, 
you’re not sure where you’re 
headed, but you find a won­
derland if you just keep 
going.

CAPRICORN (Dec. -22-Jan. 
19). You’re the center of 
attention, even though you 
don’t feel as fabulous as oth­
ers see you. If only you could 
see yourself as others do, 
you’d give yourself a big hug 
and a few words of encour­
agement.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18). Mistakes happen, and 
you’re adept at blowing past 
them in favor of focusing on 
the good. But there’s a per­
sistent error that deserves 
your attention. Rectifying it 
will bring an influx of good 
fortune to your world.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). 
The stars grant you abun­
dant charisma. All you have 
to do is wave your hand, and 
people come running. Please 
remember to use your pow­
ers for good and not evil, 
though it’s tempting to toy 
with others.

I f  you would like to write to 
Holiday Mathis, please go to 
www.creators.com and click 
on “Write the Author” on the 
Holiday Mathis page, or you 
may send her a postcard iri 
the. mail.

A n n ie ’s M ailbox
Dear Annie: When I mar­

ried "Martha.” a single 
mother, I joked about finally 
getting the son and daughter 
I’ve always wanted. About 
three years into our mar­
riage, my “son” appeared in 
the form of a 30-year-old 
smoker who stinks from his 
cigarettes and whatever 
cologne he uses as a substi­
tute for bathing.

Martha asked me to let 
“Mitchell” stay until he got 
back on his feet, and 1 
assumed she meant a few 
months. We now are run­
ning a filthy flophouse so 
Mitchell can save on rent, 
buy gadgets for his motorcy­
cle and feed his expensive 
nicotine addiction. He sleeps 
most of the day and parties 
at night, often bringing 
home some woman or other 
to share his bed. He is rude 
to everyone:

We subsidize Mitchell’s 
never-ending cell phone 
calls, cigarettes, women and 
hobbies by giving him room 
and board. He does buy most 
of his own food, but I resent 
being his scullery maid and 
garbage man.

Now Martha wants to sell 
the house and move closer to 
her daughter. Meanwhile, I 
finally have a job I love and 
don’t want to move. I know I 
owe Martha plenty, but late­
ly, our marriage consists of 
eating in front of the televi­
sion. To make things worse, 
Martha neglects her health, 
is badly overweight, has ter­
rible halitosis from poor oral 
hygiene, and I have only a 
vague memory of sex.

Martha says Mitchell is 
moving in with his latest 
lover, but the move better 
come with a “no return” pol­
icy. Thanks for letting me 
vent. — At Wits’ End in 
North Carolina

Dear At Wits’ End: Glad to 
lend an ear, but it doesn’t 
seem enough. Please consid­
er marriage counseling. You 
have mentioned several 
problems that need extensive 
and ongoing work. If Martha 
won’t go with you for coun­
seling, go without her. Your 
situation sounds depressing.

Dear Annie: I have never 
■ been one to deny anyone the 
right to smoke, as long as it 
doesn’t interfere with my 
right to breathe. However, 
upon my return from a 
recent vacation at the beau­
tiful beaches of Georgia, I’m . 

.prompted to ask smokers a

question: What makes you 
think the world is your ash­
tray?

Why do so many smokers 
throw their lit cigarettes out 
of car windows or flick them 
onto the ground? Do they 
think someone walks behind 
them to clean up these little 
treasures? Do they think cig­
arette butts are biodegrad­
able? (They are NOT.)

It’s a crime to be in a beau- 
' tiful spot like those beaches 
on Jekyll Island and come 
across cigarette butts in the 
sand. I would love to hear 
from your readers why they 
think it’s acceptable to toss 
their butts away in this man­
ner. — Louisville, Ky.

Dear Louisville: Most 
smokers try very hard to be 
considerate of others and 
respectful toward the envi­
ronment, but there are 
always a few who don’t care 
or don’t think. If we hear 
from any of them, we’ll let 
you know.

Dear Annie: You have 
printed several letters from 
people, complaining about 
the cost of gifts. One need 
not spend a lot of money to 
give a meaningful present.

One of the most precious 
wedding gifts I received was 
a jar with mementos from 
our wedding — a piece of the 
monogrammed napkin, my 
husband’s boutonniere, a 
flower from the bouquet, the 
cork from the champagne 
bottle. Another friend mat­
ted and framed our invita­
tion. It still hangs on our 
wall.

My sister’s favorite gradu­
ation gift was a handmade 
cookbook with recipes gath­
ered from family and 
friends. Inexpensive photo 
frames become valued heir­
looms when filled with a 
meaningful picture, and 
heartfelt letters are always 
appreciated. Have we forgot­
ten 4t’s the thought that 
counts? Anyone who com­
plains that a gift was 
“cheap” lacks manners. — 
Thankful in Texas

Dear Texas: Absolutely. 
And thank you for making 
some wonderful and thought, 
ful suggestions for those who 
want to give something truly 
special.

Annie’s Mailbox is written 
by Kathy Mitchell and Marcy 
Sugar, longtbne editors o f the 
Ann Landers column. Pleax  
e-mail your questions to 
anniesmailbox@comcast. net.

. i

Big Spring Hi
Thursday, Jar

THURS
WFAA

CM
-6 :30 News(ClWheel-Fc
_ :PM7 :30 Me as we know It (<

:PM 8 :30 ExtremeMakeove
9 :30 PrimeTirrLive

.iA10 :30 News(0Nightlne
PM11 :30 Ent Toni Jimmy Ki’AM12 Ic

Live (Cq News(0
D E N N IS

/-/̂ 0 0

— —

___ ^

*MK.W|LS0N 54 
■pOZEN.XtoN’T' 
couae PROD-

W IZ A R I

m
5U^F 

l-ANPTORF 
OfL^

1-13
• )M «I Ml « l »

A G N E S

i m.LL<Hbwm 
' i m  uPo-tx)Ot> 
MMVMANYWOm

H I A N D

TH E OT

pmu
UOUIAK

SNUFF1

IT ’ S  A B O  
L U K E Y — ]

BEETLl

' T# * • » - .

http://www.creators.com


Big Spring Herald
Thursday. January 13 ,2005 ICS

you
ash-

THURSDAY JAN. 13
WFAACS KMID (D UNI (S KPEJ CB KOSA CD KTLE (B KWESCD WTBS OD KMLMQS KOCV 03) DISC @ AMC (2S SPIKE TNT IS BET S oesN s ESPN2S ESPN m TMC (M_____ IMIm Midtand SpMlWl OdMM Odnii Tetemundo MMand Atlania Odatea Odiaaa nacovafy Spike TV Atlanta Black Ent DIanay Spoite Spofta Premium
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This Date 
In History
By the Associated Press

Today is Thursday, Jan. 
13, the 13th day of 2005. 
There are 352 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlig^ht in 
History:

On Jan. 13, 1794,
President Washington 
approved a measure adding 
two stars and two stripes to 
the American flag, follow­
ing the admission of 
Vermont and Kentucky to 
the union. (The number of 
stripes was later reduced to 
the original 13.)

On this date:
In 1864, composer Stephen 

Foster died in New York.
In 1893, Britain’s 

Independent Labor Party (a 
precursor to the current 
Labor Party) held its first 
meeting.

In 1898, Emile Zola’s 
famous defense of Captain 
Alfred Dreyfus, ‘‘J’accuse,’’

was published in Paris.
In 1941, novelist James 

Joyce died in Zurich, 
Switzerland.

In 1962, comedian Ernie 
Kovacs died in a car crash 
in west Los Angeles.

In 1966, Robert C., Weaver 
became the first black 
Cabinet member as he was 
appointed Secretary of 
Housing and Urban 
Development by President 
Johnson.

In 1978, former Vice 
President Hubert H. 
Humphrey died in Waverly, 
Minn., at age 66.

In 1982, an Air Florida 737 
crashed into Washington, 
D.C.’s 14th Street Bridge 
after takeoff and fell into 
the Potomac River, killing 
78 people.

In 1990, L, Douglas Wilder 
of Virginia became the 
nation’s first elected black 
governor as he took the 
oath of office in Richmond.

In 2002, the off-Broadway 
musical ‘‘The Fantasticks” 
was performed for the last 
time, ending a run of near­
ly 42 years and 17,162 
shows.

Today’s Birthdays:

Country singer Liz 
Anderson is 75. Actress 
Frances Sternhagen is 75. 
Actor-director Charles 
Nelson Reilly is 74. 
Comedian Rip Taylor is 71. 
Actor Billy Gray is 67. 
Actor Richard Moll is 62. 
Rock musician Trevor 
Rabin is 51. R&B musician 
Fred White is 50. Actor 
Kevin Anderson is 45. 
Actress Julia Louis-Dreyfus 
is 44. Rock singer Graham 
“Suggs” McPherson
(Madness) is 44. Country 
singer Trace Adkins is 43. 
Actress Penelope Ann 
Miller is 41. Actor Patrick 
Dempsey is 39. Actor Keith 
Coogan is 35. Actress Nicole 
Eggert is 33. Actor
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Newsday Crossword SOUNDS LIKE A PLAN by Patrick Jordan 
Edited by Stanley Newman 

www.stanxvvords.com
ACROSS

1 Croquet court 
5 Necklace closer 

10 Aircraft 
velocity unit

14 Mayberry 
redhead

15 1945
“Big Three" city

16 Jacob’s twin
17 It’s seeded 

and weeded
19 Lose steam
20 Pack or pick 

preceder
21 Freed (of)
22 'Cherry factory”
24 Comedian__

the Entertainer
26 Playback speed, 

briefly
27 Bank job 
29 Causing a

blockage
33 On one’s guard 
36 Layered haircut
38 Too trusting
39 Prof’s 

preparation
40 Turbulent 

stmggle
42 Sheet-music 

squiggle
43 Men /n Black 

being
45 Refine, as 

a request
46 Like a Granny 

Smith apple
47 It has a part 

in Exodus
49 Make sure of
51 Henry__

Lodge
53 Hocw-billedbird 
57 Sneaker style
60 Mincemeat

treat ,
61 Toothpaste form
62 Sit at a  stoplight

63 Inventor’s 
setback

66 Swarm (with)
67 Conductor 

Leinsdorf
68 Off-white
69 Sensible
70 Camp David 

Accords signer
71 Markers

DOWN
1 Mr. Spock’s 

specialty
2 Swiftly
3 Having cable TV
4 Actor Beatty
5 Trait of Dorothy 

Parker’s writing
6 Sgt. Friday’s 

employer
7 Without 

exception
8 Milkmaid’s perch

9 Police routine
10 Marlon Brando, 

for one
11 Where India is
12 Singer Vikki
13 Colored
1 8 __-Lackawanna

Railroad 
23 “Let’s go!"
25 AABBA, 

for one
26 Most musty 
28 Storage

structure
30 Arizona river
31 At any point
32 Good with 

one’s hands
33 Have on
34 Roadster rod
35 Commando’s 

assignment
3^ Chromosome 

component

41 Ophthalmolo­
gist’s concern

44 Nifty
48 Habitations
50 “Following 

that. . . ’’
52 Phantom’s 

milieu
54 Chilly Willy’s 

home
55 Reeves of 

Speed
56 Cary of The 

Princess Bride
57 Web-page 

visits
58 Brainstorm
59 Secluded valley
60 12 points, 

to a printer
64 Imogene’s 

comic cohort
65 Org. with a 

fingerprint file

1 2 3
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You’re Cashworthy With UsU
AM It takes is a job. driver's license and checkir^g 

account to get the cash you need today.
Cash Advances 

up to $1.0001 
TNI ^

C A $ \ im rea ■.

Big Spring 
1010 Oregg St. 

Across from Credit World 
267-1110

www.thecsshstore.com

Gr*9f  St. 

17th St.

Store Hours: Mon - FrI lOsm - 0pm, Sat 10am - 2pm

G o  o n l i n e  a n d  c h e c k  o u t  w w w . t h a t s r a c i n . c o m  f or  t h e  l atest  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  n e w s  o n  s t o c k - c a r  r a c i n g ,  u p d a t e d  d a i l y .
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T H E  D O D G E  B O Y S
S e v e n  d r iv e rs  h a v e  w o n  a  to ta l o f 2 4  
C u p  ra c e s  in  D o d g e s  s in c e  th e  m a n ­
u fa c tu re r  re tu rn e d  to  N A S C A R 's  to p  
s e n e s  fo r  th e  2 0 0 1  s e a s o n :

1 D riv e r D o d g e  V ic to rie s  I
Ryan N ew m an 10
Bill Elliott 4
Sterling Marlin 4
Ward Burton 3
Jeremy Mayfield 1
Jamie McMurray 1
Rusty W allace 1

I he 2004 season was dearly a step back for the 
teams representing DaimlerChrysler in Nextel Cup. 
Dodges won only four races, compared to 10 by 
l-orils and 22 by Chevrolets. In the weeks leading 
up to the lO-race Cha.se for the Nextel Cup, it 
ap|X‘ared possible Dodge might find it.self 
shut out from the 10-driver battle for the 
championship.

Ryan New man, who had two o f 
DixJge's four victories in 2(X)4 and 10 o f 
its 1 over the past two seasons, did make 
the Chase. Jeremy Mayfield did ttx>, dra­
matically etuTiing his spot by winning the 
last race before the Chase field was deter­
mined at Richmond. I

But it may be too narrow o f a view to 
judge Dixlge's 2(X)4 performance based 
on race w ins and the fact that Newman 
was seventh and Mayfield lOth in the final 
standings.

Kasey Kahne. Mayfield's teammate at 
livemham Motorsports, walked away with 
the RHvkie o f the year race and finished 
second five times without getting his first 
Cup win. He also had 13 top-five finishes, 
the fourth best total on the circuit.

None o f the three drivers at Chip 
(lanassi Racing won. but Jamie 
Mc.Murray had 23 K)p-I0 finishes to tie 
Jimmie Johnson for the second-highest 
total in that category. McMurray barely 
missed making the Chase and finished in 
the top 10 in 14 o f the final 18 races, 
including eight o f the 10 Chase races.

Rusty Wallace. Newman's Penske 
South teammate w ho also had a victory last sea­
son. is 48 and plans to retire after 2(X)5. Sterling 
Marlin. McMurray s Ganassi teammate, is 47. But 
McMurray will be 28 when the 2005 seasivn 
begins at Daytona on Feb. 20, and teammate Casey 
.'clears is 26. New man is just 27 and

Kahne is just 24. Even Mayfield is still just 35. 
.So there's certainly nxvm for optimism going for- 
vvanl.

F'leet-w ide, the immediate challenge for Dodge 
in 2(X)5 will be adapting to the new Charger mixlel 
that teams will use after racing Intrepids for the 
past four sea.sons.

Newman won nine poles in 2(X)4, including a 
late-seasrvn run o f four

win any o f those races. After winning eight times 
the previous year, he won only at Michigan and 
Dover and never really got championship momen­
tum going after being wrecked and finishing 33rd 
in the Chase opener.

“ I don’ t think there’s a specific weakness or 
weaknesses.” Newman said. ” We just had some 
bad luck. Some variables, you can’t eliminate. 
Hopefully we don’t run into those things in 2005."

Travis Kvapil, the 2003 Tmck Series champion, 
joins Newman and Wallace under the Penske lent 
this season, replacing Brendan Gaughan in the No. 
77 Ride.

There are new faces, too, at Evemham 
Motorsports —  just not behind the wheel. 
Richard “Slugger” Labbe is the new crew 
chief for Mayfield, while Chris Andrews 
is the team director ftvr Bill-Elliott, who 
will once again mn a part-time schedule.

Kahne will be a story to watch. It sur­
prised some that he ran as well as he did 
after replacing Elliott in the No. 9 ride, 
but it would surpri.se more if he doesn't 
get his first Cup victory —  and more —  
in 2005.

“ I’m a little disappointed we haven’t 
won yet.”  Kahne said. “A  lot o f things 
happened that we had no ctintrol over. It’ s 
pretty disappointing at times when you 
think about that. You’ ve just got to keep 
working hard.”

If Kahne isn’ t a breakout success in 
’05. perhaps McMurray will be.

“W e’re strong enough t«> w in races.” 
McMurray said. “ I really believe we'll be 
a threat to win the championship. Even 
though we didn't have the season we 
wanted (last year), we really weren’ t that 
far olf.”

The same can’ t be said for the other 
Ganassi teams, however. Marlin had only 
seven top-10 finishes in going winless for 

McMurray a second straight year, while Casey Mears 
better than 20th only twice in the season’ s final 14 
races.

The 2(X)4 season was a stmggle. ux>, for Bill 
Davis Racing, Petty Enterprises and BAM  Racing.

Rookie Scott Wimmer was third in his debut in 
the Daytona 5(X), but had only one top 10 after 
that. Jeff Green had the only top for Petty 
Enterprises, a seventh at Martinsville, and Kyle 
Petty’s tough year ended with him not making the 
field for the finale at Homestead. Ken Schrader’ s 
best run for BAM was a sixth at Bristol.

. Though unexpected, any significant improve­
ment in 2005 among those teams wvtuld certainly 
be welcomed.

.......................
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Dodge teams will be driving 
the new C harger model in 2005.

P H O T O  I t L U S T R A T l O N  C O U R T E S Y  
OF D A I M L E R C H R Y S L E R

POLL P O S IT IO N
THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

W hich Dodge driver will finish 
highest in the Nextel C u p  standings 

this season?

Cast your vote at:
www.thatsractn.com

L A S T  W E E K ’S  Q U E S T IO N

W hich of the new  driver-crew chief 
combinations will find the most success 

in the 2005 Nextel C u p  season?

Num ber o f  votes: 12,079

1------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1 D r iv e r /C re w  C h ie f P e rc e n t 1

Dale Earnhardt Jr./Pete Rondeau 32%
Michael W altiip/Tony Euty Jr. 28%
Jeremy Mayfield/Richard Labbe 26%
Bobby Labonte/Steve Addington 10%
Sterling Marlin/Steve Boyer 4%

Edwards

Edwards, No. 99 team 
get new Cup sponsor
Carl Edwards has landed 

a sponsor.
Edwards’ first full-time 

season o f N A S C A R  Nextel 
Cup racing will be spon.sored 
by Office Depot. Beginning 
with the Daytona 500 in 
February, O ffice Depot will 
be Edwards’ primary spon­
sor o f  the Roush Racing No.
99 Ford for a minimum o f .
eight races and an associate sponsor for the 
remaining races.

Edwards finished fourth in the N A S C A R  
Trucks series, including a win at Kansas 
Speedway last season.

He made his Nextel Cup debut last Augu.st, 
when he replaced Jeff Burton in an unspon­
sored car.

In his 13 Nextel Cup starts, Edwards posted 
one top-five and six top-10 finishes, including 
a best finish o f third at Atlanta.

“This No. 99 team has worked extremely 
hard over the last year, and 1 think we have a ' 
team that is capable o f  winning," EEdwards 
said.

Terry Labonte sets 
2005 racing schedule
N A S C A R  veteran Terry 

Labonte, running an abbrevi­
ated schedule the next two 
seasons in the N A S C A R  
Nextel Cup Series, will not 
enter any superspeedway 
races in 2(K)5. Hendrick 
Motorsports officials con­
firmed Tuesday.

Labonte, a two-time Cup 
series champion, announced in October the 
2004 sea.son would be his last as a full-time 
participant in the series.

Labonte, who will drive the No. 44 
Chevrolets for Hendrick, has fmali/ed his 
schedule this year, which will begin with the 
Feb. 27 race at California Speedway.

The remainder o f  his “ Shifting Gears —  
Lone Star Style" schedule includes: April 3, 
Bristol, Tehn.; April 17, Texas; May 21,
Nextel All-Star Challenge; May 29. Ctx;a- 
Cola 6(X); June 12, Pocono; July 10, 
Chicagoland; Aug. 7, Indianapolis; Oct. 9, 
Kansas City, Kan.; and Nov. 6, Texas.

“One o f the things that excited me about 
moving to a part-time deal was being able to 
pick my favorite race tracks," Labonte said.

“ Now, having everything finalized and 
being able to look at the schedule on paper, i 
I ’ m even more energized and ready to go ." '

Darrell Waltrip adds 
Truck series team

Robert Huffman will drive a No. 12 Toyota 
in the 2005 N A S C A R  Tmck Series for Darrell 
Waltrip Motorspbrts, bringing that to a two- 
team operation.

Huffman will be a teammate to David 
Reutimanh’s No. 17 tmck. Huffman and 
Reutimann were both rookies in the Tmck 
Series in 2004.

—  ThatsRacin.com

Charlotte is the perfect spot for a NASCAR stock-car hall of fame

If  Charlotte. N.C.. wants Ihe
NASCAR hall o f fame, it can make 
it happen.
NASCAR wants 

Charlotte; Atlanta; Daytona 
Beach, Ra.; and Kansas 
City. Mo., to make pilches 
for serving as the sire for a 
major museum Ihe stixk-car 
racing stuictioning fxxiy 
wants to see built.

Based on Ihe most obvi­
ous facirrrs. yt>u have to 
believe that Charlotte is 
clearly the most logical site 
lor a museum honoring 
NA,SCAR’s greatest stars and the sport's 
history.

Daytona Beach is where NASCAR / 
has its headquarters arkl where its 
founder, William H.G. France Sr., started 
the family's racing empire.

From a historical standpoint. Daytona 
Beach and Charlqi|te both have gcxxl 
standing.

But only about 65,(XX) people actually 
live in Daytona Beacli, and it's hard to 
believe a city o f that size could compete 

finaiK'ially with the other 
three cities mentioned in an 
eflori to take on a project as 
big as this one could he.

Kansas City has a nice 
race track and it’s in the 
middle o f Ihe country. But 
can you think o f any reason 
you'd kxale a sicKk-car rac­
ing mu^um there? I can't.

Atlanta? If Charlotte 
loses this opportunity, my 
bet is that it would be to

Atlanta.
It's easy to rip Atlanta for being a bad 

sports town, and titere’s a lot o f evidence 
to support that. But don't foiget that less 
than a decade ago it managed to hold the 
Summer Olympics. “  -

A  lot o f the big corporate moriey in 
Atlanta doesn't turn its nose up at racing, 
either. Companies like Coca-Cola, The ,  ,

Home Depot and Georgia-Pacific are 
already heavily involved in NASCAR.

Also, don’ t count on Lowe’ s Motor 
Speedway owner 
Bmton Smith backing 
Charlotte over Atlanta 
in this ca.se. •

Remember that 
Smith also owns 
Atlanta Motor 
Speedway, and frankly 
could use more help in 
making NASCAR a Smith
sport that area cares ^
about more intensely 4han he needs in 
North Carolina. ‘ v

In Georgia, governments are cooperat­
ing in building better roads leading to and 
from Smith’s track in Hampton. In North 
Carolina, Smith found himself squab­
bling with elected officials over some 
trees that got cut down near his track. 
Don’ t doubt that Smith still harbors -  "  
resentment about that.

But what Atlanta can’ t offer as a site

for a NASCAR museum is what is, at 
least on the surface, Charlotte’s biggest 
selling point. A  NASCAR fan could not 
board a bus at a hall o f fame in down­
town Atlanta, spend half a day touring 
team shops and still make it back in time 
to spend the other half o f the day in the 
museum. He could in Charlotte.

Let’s say NASCAR did put its hall o f 
fame somewhere in uptown Charlotte. 
The day the doors open, some smart 
entrepreneur is going to be there across 
the street selling “The Earnhardt Reality 
Tour.”  A  bus takes you to Kannapolis to 
see Dale’s hometown, the statue there 
and the street where Earnhardt lived. 
Then you go to Dale Earnhardt Inc.’ s 
headquarters in Mooresville. After lunch, 
you ride up to Welcome to the Richard 
Childress Racing museum. By late after­
noon, you're back in Charlotte.
’’ It’ s also not a question whether people 
would come. They already do. The N.C. 
Auto Racing Hall o f  Fame in 
Mooresville gets 250,000 visitors a year.

About 150.(X)0 people tour the 
Hendrick Motorsports complex in 
Harrisburg each year.

Give NASCAR fans around the coun­
try a version o f what ba.seball has in 
Cooperstown, N.Y., and you’d be craZy 
not to believe even mote people would 
come here, not only when there’ s racing 
at Lowe’s Motor Speedway, but all year 
round.

it will cost money to get this deal 
done. If Charlotte’s going to get into this) 
fight, some private money is going to 
have to be found to help pay for it. At the 
same time, a NASCAR museum ought to 
top any list o f priorities for whatever 
public funding might be available for 
projects o f such a nature. *

The question is not i f  there’s going to 
be a N A ^ A R  hall o f fame built some­
where. N e i ^  is it whether it can be 
built in Charlotte. The only question is 
will that happen, and will is exactly what 
it’s, going to take.

http://www.thecsshstore.com
http://www.thatsracin.com
http://www.thatsractn.com

