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ater rate increase passes in initial vote
Final consideration by City Council planned for Sept. 25

By Kathleen Petty
Staff Writer

Insid new rates will go into effect Oct. 1.
NSIGE “We’re not doing it because we’re trying to make

g P —— money, Perry said. “Water’s not ever going to be as cheap

Nancy Wamga thinks it’s absolutely ridiculous her water
rates are about to go up. Again. .

Warren told the Midland City Council on Tuesday after-
nocn she’s not alone in her frustration.

mum
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as it was. It’s just not going to happen.”

¥ S Stuart Purvis, director of Utilities, said the rate change
L T . is due, in large part, to a 44.5 percent increase in the price
of water purchased from the Colorado River Municipal

“There’s an army of people behind me who are feeling ttwratesifitwantstokeeptlpwiththcincmasingcostof Water District. The city currently pays $1.6587 per thou-

betrayed,” she said. “We live in a desert. This should have  supplying water, Mayor Wes Perry said.
been addressed long ago.” “The cox i
}hsenunmamrepresmtauveofmyhhdlandmm- day on a
dents, council members said. However, despite the discon- from 2.5 to 37.78 percent, depending on usage levels. A
tent among residents, the city has little choice but to raise  final vote will take place Sept. 25. If the plan is approved ,

The council agreed unanimouslyin its initial vote Tues- sand gallons of water from the CRMWD. In the coming

that would increase water rates hetween  115cal year, it will pay $2.3982.
The hike was implemented to help pay for $147 million

Please see WATER/4A
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ABOVE: Midiand Police Officer
Midland Fire Department first
responders Casey Green, Juan
Escarsega and John Buck lis-
ten as students at Jones Ele-
mentary sing “God Bless
America” on Tuesday morning
during a Patriots Day celebra-
tion honoring Midiand's first re-
sponders and people who died
Sept. 11. LEFT: Jones Ele-
mentary fourth-grade teacher
Justine Palmer hands out
Amencanflagsbeforethemr-

Greenwood performs his hit
song “God Bless the USA” dur-
ing a concert at First United
Methodist in remembrance of
the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks.

TUESDAY

WTI Futures $97.17 o $0.63
WTiPosted $8350 o $0.75
WTS Posted $88.25 o 90.75
Natural Gas $2.992 . $0.180
Gasoline $3.843 4 $0.015

Water Softener
& R.O. Drinking
System
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Martin,
Midland
counties

treat 2 for
West Nile

By Audrie Palmer
Staff Writer

The Texas Department of
State Health Services confirmed
the season’s 20th and 21st cases
of West Nile in humans in the
Permian Basin this week.

On Tuesday, Martin County
reported its first case of West
Nile virus after one person con-
tracted West Nile fever, accord-
ing to state officials.

Midland Memorial Hospital
officials also confirmed they
have had a new West Nile virus
case this week.

The patient was a resident
from Glasscock County and was
treated Monday, according to
Marcy Madnd, MMH director
of marketing and media
relations.

More than 20 cases of the
West Nile virus and West Nile
Fever have been reported 1n
Martin, Midland, Ector and An-
drews counties over the past
month. Howard County officials
still have not reported any
cases.

Three deaths have been re-
ported this summer in West
Texas, with one in Andrews on
Aug. 24, one at MMH on Aug.
29 and one in Ector County on
Aug. 31.

Andrews Community Serv-
ices Director Scott Wallace pre-
viously told the Reporter-
Telegram that his staff were
stepping up the number of times
they sprayed pesticides in the
city after they were contacted
by hospital staft.

The DSHS reported Andrews
County has had nine virus re-
ports, including the one death,
and leads the surrounding coun-
ties with the number of reports.

The Associated Press re-
ported the 2012 West Nile death
toll statewide is at least 48. This
is the most deadly year ever for

Please see WEST NILE/4A
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“If we can show these ado-
urday in Midland College’s Allison  teaching how to stay safe on the lescents and parents how important
An event aimed at helping Fine Arts Center parking lot. roads,” she said. it is to pdy attention and be sober
teenage drivers become better driv- While the event focuses on edu- The Fire Department’s rollover and on task every time they get
ers will be held Saturday at Mid- cating teen drivers, Bronaugh said  simulator will help teach kids what  behind the wheel and save just one
land College. they want teens to attend with their - to do in an accident and how o hﬁ,Mwmejobuﬁ
Celebrate My Drive, hosted familics and other siblings.
locally by the Permian Basin “Teen driving is a huge issuc in

Council on Alcohol our community right now, and we
- s ip kids with as much

Drug Abuse, is part of a larger State  Want 10 equip

* Farm nationwide campaign. information as possible to help
“The emphasis of this event is to tlﬂnmakcﬂacnghtchom,

celebrate oncoming teen drivers and  Bronaugh said.

features on cars, as well as dis-

focus on letting teens walk away Tmpmﬂttagamzﬁnqns,mlud- cussing basic maintenance, have died in car wrecks since July.
with key elements that will keep ing Stop DWI and the Midland Fire  Bronaugh said. - . —
them safe behind the wheel,” said Department, will host booths that . After teens visit all vendors, Meredith Moriak can be reached

Camie anaugh, PBRCADA pre- address different aspects of safe Bronaugh said they willbe able to  at mmoriak@mrt.com.

COM to announce plans | MPD: Mother, daughter

for larger facility

From staff reports

COM Agquatics will announce
plans today for a $7 million capi-
tal/construction project — the
building of the FMH Foundation
Natatorium.

The announcement will take at
5:30 p.m. at the Junior League of
Midland Facility, 902 W. Dengar
Ave. The indoor facility will be a
55-meter-by-25-yard, multi-use
pool and will accommodate swim
teams from COM, MISD and
UTPB.

Swimming programs, such as
“Leamn to Swim,” swim camp, lap
swimmers, exercise classes, Mas-
ters swim classes and scuba class-
es, also use the new building, staff

Timeline

tried to bribe witness

By James Cannon
Online Editor

A mother and daughter were In
custody Tuesday after they were
arrested for allegedly trying to
bribe a witness and suspect to drop
charges against the pair.

Elizabeth Molinar, 52, and Ida-
nia Molinar, 34, both of Midland,
are being held on a third-degree
felony charge of tampering with a
witness. The elder Molinar also is
charged with a thifd-degree felony  iexascomimiandenme -
charge of hindering the apprehen- ¥ B e R A
sion of a wanted felon; the

- younger Molinar is charged witha charge and that a warrant had been
third-degree felony charge of bur-  issued. The pair were booked into
glary of a habitation. the Midland County Central

The alleged victim of a burglary  Detention Center around midnight

organization has taken on since it : alerted investigators Monday that  Monday. As of press time Tuesday
began in 1968. COM Agquatics both men and women, offices for Idania Molinar and her mother nobondq:formatmpm:avmlahe.
Director Brad Swendig said this program directors and coaches, a made a telephone call demanding If convicted Idania Molinar
summer that past projects have multi-purpose classroom and a $1,000 and that charges be could face up to 10 years in prison
stayed within the $2 million range.  pool that will accommodate 10 dropped against Idama. | for the third-degree felony and up

Preliminary fundraising has lanes of 50 meters and 22 lanes of In return, the pair would deliver  to 20 years in prison for the bur-
begun, officials said. Because of 25 yards. the stolen goods to the residence, glary charge. Elizabeth Molinar
the generosity of the FMH Foun- - Swimmers have trained outdoors | according to the pair’s arrest could face up to 10 years in prison
dation, the new facility will be at Doug Russell Pool since COM reports. | _ for each third-degree felony count.
named in its honor. Aquatics began 44 years ago Midland detectives told Eliza-

The natatorium also will house because it is the city’s only 50- beth Molinar that her daughter was James Cannon can be reached

- locker rooms and bathrooms for meter pool.

Daniel I. Flores Sr., 25, of
Midland, was arrested Monday
on a charge of burglary of a
habitation.

Juan D. Gonzales, 33, of
Midiand, was arrested Monday
on a charge of endangering a
child.

Jose G. Grimaldo, 35, of , J0,
Midland, was arrested Monday Manor, was arrested Monday
on a charge of evading arrest.  on a charge of assault against

Shiva Jasardeh, 33, of a family member.

Odessa, was arrested Monday James E. Warren, 29, of
on a charge possession of a Midiand, was arrested Monday
controlled substance by fraud.  on a charge of possession of

Elizabeth M. Molinar, 52, a controlled substance.
of Midland, was arrested Mon- John H. White, 20, of Mid-
day on a charge of tampering land, was arrested Monday on
with a witness. a charge of violation of

idania M. Molinar, 34, of probation.

Midland, was arrested Monday
on a charge of tampering with Source: Midland County
a witness. | Sheriff's Office.
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Come Visit our Showroom & Indoor Slab Gallery

Monday Friday 9AM-SPM © Saturdoy 9AM- NOON
4309 SR 1299 (Coors Rd.)  Odessa, TX 79765
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Matthew 54

-

Blessed are those who moumn,
for they will be comforted.
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wanted for the felony burglary at jcannon@mrt.com. .

Fun Facts Sponsored by

FRANKLIN FOLIAGE

NDSCA

“Serving West Texas Since 1981"
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Your body is creating and killing
15 million red blood cells per second!
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A fetus develops fingerprints at eighteen weeks!

MIDLAND SURGICAL ASSOCIATES, P. A.

Donald E. Crockett, Jr., M.D., FACS
Jeffrey D. Durgin, M.D., FACS
Sandeepa Musunuru, M.D.
Russell W. Sawyer, M.D., FACS
Russell Van Husen, M.D., FACS

Shelton Viney, M.D., FACS

Specializing in
GENERAL and VASCULAR SURGERY

Are pleased to announce the relocation of their offices to
2405 West Missouri Avenue
Effective August 27, 2012
For appointments please call
432-697-1061
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cases have been
mnyputsofNechnm
over the past month.

In all, there have been 21
cases so far this year. That
includes three new cases
oonﬁmwdsmcelastwmk.
Texas has
had at least 48 deaths so far
this year. That state
accounts for about half of

ROSWELL — A New

Mexico man has pleaded no
contest to charges of

severely beating a dog with
a bat and buming another
with chemicals.

The Roswell Daily News
reported that 48-year-old
Luis Baltazar entered his
plea Monday in Roswell
District Court.

According to the Chaves
County Sheriff’s Office, in
July deputies found Bal-
tazar with a bloody bat at
his home and a dog with
several breaks to the jaw
and snout and an eye socket
that had been shattered.
Deputies said a second dog
had chemical burns on the
back. His attorney, Harry
Wilcox, said Baltazar was
driven to this action by his
neighbors who complained
about the dogs’ barking.

Judge Steven L. Bell sen-

Pro Contractors -

B . - L] _— . r— - -
See our Ad the classihed s

WHO'S WHO
FOR SERVICE

432—557-4561

tenced Baltazar to 18
months in jail but suspend-
ed all but 90 days.

NEW MEXICO
Rare salamander

may join
endangered list
ALBUQUERQUE — A

rare salamander found only
in northern New Mexico

. 'would be added to the fed-

eral endangered species list
under a proposal unveiled
Tuesday by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

The l:u@hghtsqm-
tions
JmMomﬂmnsalaman—
ders still exist f '
back-to-back years of wild-
fire, drought and other
changes to their moist,
forested habitat.

Researchers with the
Center for Conservation
Biology at the University of

lO(l)Oyearsorl(l)(ll)
years,” said Anne Bradley,
forest conservation
manager for The Nature
Conservancy. |

Dependent on moisture
in the air and soil, the sala-
manders breathe through
their skin and spend much
of their lives underground.

One of the chief threats
facing the lung-less
amphibian is the combina-
tion of an overgrown forest
and the likelihood of severe
wildfire, according to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

The waves of fast-mov-
ing, intense fires that have
charred tens of millions of
acres in the West over the
last decade also 1s a
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2420 W ILLINOIS AVE. - (OLD TOWN MIDLAND)
432.682.1950

60 month CD - 2.00% APY

In today’s environment, a competitive
rate is hard to find. Until Now.

1-800-COMPASS - bbvacompass.com

banking buiit for you:

Accounts subject to approval $500 minimum balance required to
eam the advertised Annual Percentage Yield (APY). APY accurate
as of 71972012 Rates are subject to change. Substantial penalty
for early withdrawal Fees could reduce eamings on accounts. Not
available for institutional money or Public Funds. Other imitations
may apply See branch for details BBVA Compass opens CD
accounts that have no certificate known as Time Deposits or TDs.
CDs are FDIC insured up to applicable limits. BBVA Compass 1S
a trade name of Compass Bank. 3 member of the BBVA Group

Ccrmfs Bank, Member FDIC.
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By Jacob Mayer, Jon
Mark Beilue &

Russell Anglin

Amarillo Globe-News

AMARILLO — Two
decades have not dulled
Charles Mestas’ senses.

“I can still smell the gun-
powder,” he said.

Nine years before the
date was seared into a
nation’s consciousness, Fri-
day, Sept. 11, 1992, began
atPaloDmoHighSchool
with a pep rally n the
Activity Center for a foot-
ball game that night at
Hereford.

The frivolity and antici-
pation ended with the
squeeze of a trigger.

Six male students, 16 to

18, were shot and wounded.

One was frampled and
injured after Randy Earl
Matthews, 17, who had

transferred at the start of the

school year from Memphis
High School, opened fire
with a .22-caliber pistol as

students returned to classes.

Not only was it long
before 9/11, it was long

before Columbine became a
word synonymous with hor-

ror, a time when the phrase
school shooting had yet to
enter the public vernacular.

The Amarillo Independ-
ent School District added

more officers to schools and

installed security cameras
and metal detectors, said

Amarillo Special Crimes

WINTER CARIBBEAN
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Sgt. Kevin Dockery, who
was a liaison officer at the
school when the shots rang
out. Mestas recalled walk-
ing up to the main building
as the terror unfolded.

“All of a sudden, | see
one of our faculty and a
polt:eo&a'runmng
west,” said Mestas, then an
assistant coach and social
saying there was a

That officer was Dockery.
He was m the school office
when he heard the shots,
which he first thought were
balloons popping from the
pep rally. Then he saw stu-
dents running. He called
911, and he and a teacher
began searching for the
shooter, he said.

Mestas saw one of his

junior varsity basketball

players, wounded i the
foot, on a hallway floor. He
dragged him into a bath-
room and placed him
between the stalls. Another

student, Norman Winifred,

was down and shot in the
hip. Mestas carried him into
the nearby nurse’s office.

Mestas’ son, Charles Jr.,
had graduated the previous
year. He had gone to the
pep rally and was planning
on buying game tickets at
the main office.

“At the time most of us
didn’t know if they had
caught the guy or not. My
biggest concern was where
my son was. Luckily, he

ALASKA
2013
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REGIONROUNDUP | Witnesses recall 1992 Palo Duro shooting

tas, who retired in June as
AISD’s migrant student
adviser.
At nearly the same time,
Dockery and the teacher
chased Matthews through
the hallway, out the door
and a couple of blocks out-
side the school, Dockery
said. Dockery said that
when he and the teacher
caught the student in
between two houses, he
pulled his gun and one of
the students tossed a
weapon undemeath a car.
Dressed 1n street clothes,
Dockery arrested the stu-

" dents as a neighbor called

police.

“I just remember hearing
sirens cormng from all
directions,” Dockery said.

“I saw people going in all
directions. It was kind of
chaos.”

The following Monday,
Matthews was arraigned on
one count of attempted
murder, five counts of
aggravated assault and one

count of unlawfully carry-
ing a weapon onto school
grounds. At his home 20
years later Monday in south
Amanllo, Matthews said he
served his time in prison
and didn’t wish to discuss
the shooting.

Dockery said the shoot-
ing marked a dramatic
change in security at AISD
schools. That’s typical of
places that have experi-
enced an incident such as a
shooting, said Kenneth
Trump, president of Nation-
al School Safety and Secu-
nty Services, a school safe-
ty consulting firm based in
Cleveland.

“In the days after a high-
profile incident, that’s one
of the safest times you’ll
ever find in the place where
it occurred,” Trump said.
“The question isn’t whether
an incident is a wake-up
call, the question is six
months or six years down
the road, will you hit the
snooze button and go back
to sleep?”
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TODAY IN
MIDLAND

Thing to do

@ Permian Basin Fair and Exposi-
Coli-

tion, 5-10 p.m., Ector County
seum. Tickets: $10 for adults, $5 for
seniors 55 and older and kids 12 and
younger and free for children 3 and

mmammm
today at Casa de Amigos. Screening
is limited to the first 25 people, so call
~ Casa at 682-9701 fo reserve a spol.

| B A Midiand Quilter§ Guild meet-

ing “Quilting with Charkié: Rulers and
Things” is set for 1 p.m. today atthe
Unitarian Universalist Church; 3301
Neely Drive. For more information
call 694-0561.

B CASA of West Texas will host
an open house 11am.- 1 p.m.
Thursday. There will be a presenta-

tion about the Court Appointed Spe-
atnoon. For «

cial Advocates program
more information, call Sara Basaldua
at 683-1114 or 557-5427 or visit
www.casawtx.org.

@ Mission Center Adult Day Serv-
ice will honor Dr. and Mrs. Ronaid
Boren as grandparents of the year
during a dinner planned for 6:15 p.m.
Thursday at Green Tree Country
Club.

Guest speaker is 1o be Tumble-
weed Smith. Tickets are $75. For
more information, call 522-1221.

8 Polo Park Estates is planning -
events for Active Aging Week, Sept.
21-23.

The schedule is: seminar on
healthy aging, 4 p.m. Sept. 21; bean -
bag baseball, 3 p.m. Sept. 22; and
trivia night, 6 p.m. Sept. 23.

To RSVP or for more information,
call 682-5772.

B The Society of Petroleum Engi-
neers has rescheduled its luncheon
with H. Ross Craft, president and
chief executive officer of Approach
nally was set for Tuesday, now is
11:30 a.m. Sept. 24 at the Wildcatter
Room of the Petroleum Club.

Craft is expected to discuss Woll-
camp shales in the Permian Basin.

Tickets are $20 for SPEE mem-
bers, $25 for SPE and FEPA mem-
bers and $30 for non-members.

Reservations should be made by
email at
Robert @ oryanoilandgas.com.

Midland County
Republican Women

Midiand County Republican
Women are meeting at 11:15a.m.
today at the Petroleum Club.

Guest speakers are 10 be Rep.
Tom Craddick and Texas National
Commitiee member, Lt. Col. Borah
Van Dormolen. They will present state
and national perspectives on the Nov.
6 election.

Lunch tickets are $16.50 with a
reservation and $21.50 without a
reservation. Admission is free just to
hear speakers.

To RSVP, email mcrwomen
@aol.com.

Chamber annual
meeting

The Midiand Chamber of Com-

merce’s annual meeting is planned
for 11:30 a.m. today at Midiand
Center

The speakers are o be board
chairman Chris Robin, owner of
Mazda of Midland, and Midiand Col-
lege President Steve Thomas,
chairman-elect.

Tickets are $75 each. To register,
go to www.midiandixchamber.com.
For more information, call 683-3381.

Support groups and
club meetings today

B Overeaters Anonymous; noon,
B&J Plaza, 206 N. Midkiff Road,
Suite 1-D; 553-1031.

Bl The Knot Adoption Support
Group, 11:30 a.m., First Presbyterian

Church; Kathy Hagler,
Kathy @ WTIE net

B Uptown Midland BPW, noon,
Petroleum Club; Glenda Knox, 686-
2819.

Lake levels report

Representing totals from early
September 2010-12

2010 2011 2012
OH.ive 3666 2163 1231

Thomas 722 207 073
Spence 388 047 0.19

Delivery

(in gaflons)

Midland: daily average this week
12.789 million

Midland: daily average last week
11.627 million

Midiand: daily average last year
18.735 million

Odessa: daily
15.561 million

MMM
Municioal Water Distri

Water worries

Based on limits set by the Col-
and the amount the city can take
from the Paul Davis water fields, city
officials expect water delivery 1o be
limited to 18.5 million gallons. Using
more than that figure consistently
could result in the city halting outdoor
watering.

Monday’s total: 16,923,000 gal-
lons (CRMWD 13,019,000, Paul
Davis field 3,904,000)

Previous three Mondays

Sept. 3: 15,437,000 gallons

Aug. 27: 15,972,000 gallons

Aug. 20: 17,321,000 gallons

Lottery

Pick 3 day: 8-4-9
Pick 3 night: 1-6-2
Daily 4 day: 4-3-4-6
n-mmwu
or Nothing morming: 2-3-5-6-
3-910-13,17@0-2124

Al or Nothing ddy: 2-5-6-9-10-
11-12-14-19-20-21-24 -
469

average this week

All or Nothing
10-11 13-15-1719-20-21-23
or Nothing night: 1-2-6-9-10-
13-14-15-17 18-22-23 -
:Hn: 16-17-18-24-34
5-11 -20-33-36

MB: 11

|

|

in infrastructure projects to create
additional water resources.

, Purvis said the
c:tysconu'ncttn waler
from the Paul Davis Well Field is
set to increase by 25 percent, or 50
cents per thousand gallons.

The city also is budgeting for the
cost of paying for water delivered
from another source. Through a
contract with the city, the Midland
County Fresh Water District No. 1
is investing about $200 million to
bring water from the city’s T-Bar
Ranch property by May 31, 2013.

* Purvis said the higher costs of
delivery simply are the reality of
living in an area where water isn’t
abundant. |

“It’s what’s happening in the re-
gion,” Purvis said, adding that
Lubbock, Odessa, Abilene and oth-
ers are experiencing similar issues.
“Unfortunately, we are in a desert,
so there isn’t a lake next door to

tava::r residents who use less than
10,000 gallons of water, the cost
per thousand gallons will increase
by 7.36 percent if the new structure
is given final approval.

A resident who purchased
10,000 gallons of water during a
month this year would have paid
$40.08. If they buy that much
water during a month next year,

.| they’ll be charged $42.71.

A resident who purchases

130,000 gallons

What the water rate increase means for Midland re

a month would see

their bill increase by $21.48 after

 the multiplier is eliminated.

Until June 1, 2013, Purvis is ask-

‘ing the council to keep in place a

multiplier that’s been applied to the
top two tiers of water users in an
effort to encourage
conservation.

After June 1, 2013, Purvis said

~ additional water will be available

from T-Bar Ranch and he antici-
pates being able to sell more water
and loosen restrictions.
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James said he

Warren said she’s done every- In hindsight,
thing she can to conserve. She and  wishes the council would have
her husband have buckets setupin  looked ahead and increased rates in
the shower to cdich extra water. one motion earlier this year. How-
They do their laundry at their ever, he said the increase being
lake house, where water restric- considered is a necessity in paying
tions aren’t in place, and they limit  for water.
the amount of time they use the “I think the frustration she’s ex-
sink, she said. periencing is the frustration that a
After all that, Warren said she lot of people are experiencing,” he
feels like she’s being penalized. said.
- John James, councilman for Dis-
trict 3, said he understands why Kathleen Petty can be reached at
Midlanders feel that way. kpetsy@mrt.com.

By Kathleen Petty
Staff Writer

Residents in one north-
west Midland neighbor-
hood showed up en force
Tuesday to make sure the
City Council understands
that if dnilling is going to
take place, they don’t want
it in their community.

“Oil wells don’t exactly
fit what we bought into out
there,” said David Hamm,
who lives on Coyote Trail.
“I'd love for them to get
their minerals out of there,
but don’t do it in our
backyards.”

The council held five
public hearings Tuesday on
a proposal by RSP Permian

| to drill five wells from a

single pad site located on
the south side of Briarwood
Avenue and west of Road-
runner Trail. RSP already
has received approval for
two wells near the neigh-

borhood. In April, the coun-

cil demied its request for a
third permat that would
have added a well in the
same site now up for con-
sideration again.

Steve Gray, who repre-
sented RSP Permian, said
the company went back
after its third permit was
denied in April and tnied to
tweak its plan to better ac-

commodate concerns.

In the new request asking
for five deviated wells from
the single pad site, Gray
said the company will elim-
inate four additional sites it
already had permitted with
the Railroad Commission.

RSP also hired a commu-
nications firm to help talk
with residents during the
permitting process over its
plans to add a sound barmer
on two sides of the site, add
a higher standard of fencing
than is required and is
doing what it can to address
traffic issues, Gray said.

By consolidating its oper-
ations to one site within the
neighborhood, Gray said
RSP staff believe they’ve
found the option that will
bring the least amount of

impact to the residents.

“We tried to find the best
solution,” he said. “By
doing this, we won’t be put-
tihg any ackhhonal pads in
that community.”

RSP owns the surface
and minerals 1n question
and is not seeking any vari-
ances from the city’s o1l and
gas ordinance, he said.

Having been called a har,
a trespasser and a greedy
man during the last permit
request, Gray said he under-
stands there are many nega-
tive feelings toward the

proposal. But, he said RSP
is staffed with Midlanders
who, like the residents in
this northwest neighbor-
hood, have a vested interest

in the community.

“I can promise you,
there’s no answer here

that’s going to make every-
body happy,” Gray said.

A few residents did step
forward in agreement with
Gray.

Robert Thomas, who

“owns mineral rights in the

neighborhood, said RSP
has “gone above and be-
yond” and should be al-
lowed to drill.

“I don’t think we should
punish them,” he said.

- Overall, though, the ma-

jority of people in attendance
at the packed multi-hour
meeting said they wish RSP
would go away.

“Owrs is a developed sub-
davision,” said Robert
Simpson, who's lived on
Coyote Trail for 32 years.
“It’s not a piece of land to
work with.”

Simpson acknowledged
RSP has a great safety
record. However, Simpson
said he and others in the
area still have concerns
about the health implica-
tions of a well, as well as
the safety of their families.

Others said they worry

about truck traffic, trash
that will be produced and
the potentially negative
consequences of having
work crews in and out of
the area.

Dr. Steven Rea, who has
helped to lead the opposi-
tion effort to RSP, called the
potential wells an example
of “systematic destruction”
and said he doesn’t want to
live in a place where smok-
ing a cigar or barbecuing in
his backyard could cause
his property to blow up.

“This 1s real, folks,” he
said. “This is real.”

Some council members
asked Gray if RSP could
move the wells farther east,
because the company also

owns property there.
Gray said the property

was purchased with the in-

tent to build housing, not to
drill wells.
The o1l and gas drlling

‘ordinance requires the

council to wait 30 days be-
fore voting on the issue.
The council will consider
the permit requests at its
Oct. 23 meeting.

In other business:
® A $1 litter fee could

on first reading. The coun-
cil also unanimously ap-

Neighbo;s voice concern over drilling permit proposal

proved proposals to in-
crease commercial garbage
collection rates, sewage
hauler and discharge fees .
and the addition of a $25
landfill access fee.

@ Betenbough Homes
was given preliminary ap-
proval for zoning that will
allow for 319 additional
homes in its Legends Park
development. ;

B Pioneer Natural Re-
sources was given initial

approval for its 96-unit
apartment complex in
northwest Midland.

B Weidner Apartment
Homes will return with a
sight line study before the
council takes a second and
final vote on zoning that
will allow the company to
add a 290-unit complex off
Wadley Avenue. Council
members want to ensure the
three-story buildings
planned will not allow
renters to see into nearby
yards.

B The city manager was
given approval to begin ne-
gotiating with Midland
County on a land deal that
could provide a property for
a new Municipal
Courthouse.

Kathleen Petty can be
reached at
kpetty@mrt.com.

From 1A
the diseasé in Texas.
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new cases will continue to develop
through October.

Officials with the Centers for Disease

Control said last week that they believe
the virus hit its peak in August but that

Associated Press

CAIRO — Protesters an-
gered over a film that
ridiculed Islam’s Prophet
Muhammad fired gunshots
and burned down the U.S.
consulate in the eastemn
Libyan city of Benghazi,
kﬂhngomAmcncanchplo-
mat, witnesses the State
Department_said.

Audrie Palmer can be reached at
apalmer@mrt.com.

protesters scaled the walls
of the U.S. embassy in
Cairo and replaced an
American flag with an Is-
lamic banner.

It was the first such as-
saults on U.S.
cilities in either country,

fa-
ata

American killed in Libya_protest over film

longtime leaders, Moammar
Gadhafi and Hosni Mubarak

in uprisings last year.
‘The protests in both coun-

374 districts now sub ) ect
to Texas’ ‘Robin Hood’

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Texas has
added 23 school districts
to a now-record list of
those required to give
some of what they raise in
local tax revenue to the
state for distribution to
poorer schools.

As a result, the number
of districts considered
property-wealthy has in-
creased to 374. The fund-
ing scheme is the
centerpiece of Texas’
“Robin Hood” school fi-
nance system, which
began in 1993 with just 35
districts statewide consid-
ered wealthy enough to

| share portions of their tax

revenues.

In less than 2() years,
the number has increased
more than 10-fold and
now represents more than
a third of the state’s
1,000-plus total school
districts. Property-wealthy
districts give back to the
state more than a com-
bined $1 billion annually.

Debbie Ratcliffe, a
spokesman for the Texas
Education Agency, said
that while some districts
have increased property-
tax rates or seen their tax
bases grow due to popula-
tion booms, a key reason
the list of property-wcalth
districts keeps growing
has been increasing prop-
erty wealth in certain
parts of Texas.

Some of it has been fu-
eled by increased natural
gas exploration or a rise in
commercial property de-
velopment, she said.

The Texas School
Coalition repreﬁents
dozens of
wealthy districts and is
oge of the plaintiffs that

-

School districts
in the Reporter-
Telegram
coverage area
that now are
“property-

have sued Texas over the
way it funds public
schools. |

Many districts in
wealthy areas say they are
punished uniquely be-
cause they can put prop-
erty-tax increases to their
local tax base, but voters
are often wary of approv-
ing them since they know
much of the money raised
may be given back to the
state under “Robin Hood™
rules.

Legal fights over scho<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>