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HM Craig Estes, chairman of the 
Senate Natural Resources and 
Economic Development 
Committee, says tax is confusing 

By Trevor Hawes 
thawes(@mrt com 

‘I have told people, only half in jest 

More content 

Sen. Craig Estes discusses border issues 
in a future edition. 

that you see a lot of bumper stickers in 
Austin that say, ‘Keep Austin weird.’ | 
want to replace every one of those with 

one that says, ‘Have you hugged your oil 
and gas producer today?" 

Traffic at the intersection of Loop 250 and Highway 191 photographed Wednesday. 

Third lane proposed for loop service road 
® Plan is expected to relieve 
congestion on southbound service 
road of Loop 250, just north of 
SH 191 

By Stewart Doreen 
sdoreeni@mrt com 

it appears the city of Midland and 
state of Texas are closer to bringing 
relief 10 motorists who get stuck on the 
Loop 250 service road north of State 
Highway 191 

J Ross Lacy 10ld the Reporter-Tele 
gram that city officials during a briefing 
session Tuesday heard s 10 create 
a third lane on the sout ind service 
road of Loop 250, just north of SH 191 
The plan is to have another lane so a 
continuous right-turn lane is possible. In 
that area, traffic is backed up and can 
stretch beyond the Loop 250 exit ramp 

Lacy said the Texas Department of 
Transportation already has land avail 
able for adding the turn lane and con 
struction could begin by the summer of 
2018. He also said TxDOT will fund the 
project because of safety concerns. The 
continuous turn lane is part of a longer 
term solution that Lacy hopes will be in 
place by 2021. Plans for the Loop 250 
SH 191 area could include “ramp rever 
sals,” an industry term that means the 
movement or realignment of ramps 

Longer-term solutions might require 
flyovers and an overall e tag of $100 
million, Lacy said. Right now, more 
realistic solutions are being considered 
The short-term solution would cost $10 
million and would be shared by TxDOT 
($8 million) and the Midland lop 
ment Corp. ($2 million) 
“We are having to think out of the box 

(for solutions, * said. “The long 
term solution is $100 million, and that 
has not been established as a priority (by 

mrt com 

That's the sentiment from state Sen 
Craig Estes, R-Wichita Falls, who was in 
the heart of the oil patch this week to be 
honored by the Permian Basin Petroleum 
Association for his efforts to improve the 
oil and gas industry 

Estes is the chairman of the Senate 
Natural Resources and Economic De 
velopment Committee. He stopped by 
the Reporter-Telegram to talk about a bit 
about oil and gas, the business franchise 

the state) 
Earlier this fall, the MDC agreed to 

financially contribute toward three road 
Loop 250 overpass at County 

osd 1140, 1-20 at Midkiff Road and 
ramp reconfiguration project at | 
250 and State Highway 191. The MDC's 
total investment was $7 million. The 
cost of all three projects is estimated at 
nearly $55 million 
The MDC has committed funding 

this year to nine infrastructure projects 
totaling $13,698,767.34, as was reported 
in an October Reporter- Telegram article 
Since 2010, the MDC has committed 
$40,037,916.18 toward 28 
Lacy said he has been a big fan of 

recent MDC contributions such as those 
being made for improvements at SH 191 
and Loop 250. He said leveraging local 
dollars 10 receive state dollars has been, 
and will continue 10 be, helpful as the 
community deals with population and 
traffic growth 

320,000 readers in print and online 

tax and even some of the funny laws on 
the Texas books. Here are highlights from 
the interview 

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THE RanLroanp Commission 

The Railroad Commission is the agency 
that regulates the oil and gas 

Please see TAX/4A 

MSW to host 
exhibit of 

Bush paintings 
® ‘Portraits of Courage: A 
Commander in Chief's Tribute 
to America's Warriors’ to be on 
display Jan. 2-March 25 

From staff reports 

The Museum of the Southwest an 

SIRI  Oniine that it will host “Por. 
traits of Courage 

President Bush 
A Commander in 
Chiefs Tribute to 
America’s War. 
riors™ ing next 
month Midland 
museum is the first 
of four venues 10 display the pamtings by 
former President George W. , accord 
ng 10 a press release from the museum 

“Portraits of Co " will open Jan 
20 and be on display March 25 
It is sponsored by Concho Resources Inc 
and Robert E. and Donna Landreth Family 
Fund at Permian Basin Area Foundation 

“Portraits of Courage™ features 66 full 
color portraits and a four-panel mural 
painted by Bush of 98 service members and 
veterans who have served since 9/11. Each 
JH 1 AOI BY She wartier's 
story, written by 

In conjunction with “Portraits of Cour. 
age,” the Museum of the Southwest will 
host a workshop taught by Bush's ant 
teacher, Gail Norfleet, a Dallas-baseo 
artist. The workshop, set for Feb. 23-25 at 
the Blakemore Planctarium classroom, 1s 
open to teachers and the general public 
Registration for the workshop begins Jan 
4 ot museumsw.ong. A supply list will be 
provided. 

Veterans and active military personnel 
visiting the ex hibition will recerve free 
admission. An cocktail reception is 
planned for 6:30 pm. Jan. 19. Tickets will 
be available for purchase at museumsw 

The exhibition from the George W. 
Institute grew out of Bush's personal com 
mitment and the work of the Bush 
Institute's Miliy ice Initiative, which 
works to ensure 9/11 veterans 
and their families successful transi 
Out to Sheri His tnd ob on yhiria 

employment the visible wounds of war. The exhibition 
includes information and resources created 
by the initiative in support of post-9/1 1 

The puiwings fettued in Sports oF 
Comal are the subject of a hardcov 
or by the same name, available now 
n stores and online Jusitis doting ol of 

President Comer + C 

mrt.com 

Price of olf The big number 

$56.60 v $0.54 
January 2000 

Word of the Day: Brows to yew dolly by 
cosmopolis 
Do you know what it 

means? Find ost he 
defnibon on Page JA 



Kevin Lee 
Roberts 
of Odessa 
was be- 

Williams 

day on a murder charge 
after his arrest near Weath 
erford, nearly 300 miles 
away. Roberts was located 
Tuesday night driving a car 
belonging to the vichm's 
boy , who hours cartier 
reported her missing 

Officers interviewed Rob 
erts, then found the stabbed 
body of 21-year-old Ashley 
Williams in a dumpster 
No possible motive was 
released 

Roberts also was charged 
with unauthorized use of 
a motor vehicle. Odessa 
police on Tuesday arrested 
the victim's boyfriend on 
unrelated charges in a child 
sexual assault investigation 

AUSTIN 
Governor orders 

investigation into youth 
lockup abuse 

Gov. Greg Abbott is or 
dering an investigation amid 
allegations of sexual mis 
conduct within the state's 
juvenile detention system 

Abbott on Wednesday 
called the reports “reprehen 
sible” in a letter to the Texas 
Rangers, the state's top law 
enforcement unit. The letter 
comes afer The Dallas 
Moming News reported 
last month that one former 
juvenile detention officer 
was convicted of improper 
sexual conduct with a per 
son in custody 

The Texas Juvenile 
Justice Department has also 
told lawmakers that two 
other former staff members 
have been arrested on simi 
lar charges. 

The charges come a 
decade after a sex scandal at 
Texas® juvenile correction 
agency in which authorities 
believed at 13 boys were 
abused. The scandal includ 
ed accusations of cover-ups 
and reports that exposed lax 
medical care and beatings 

THE WOODLANDS 

90-year-old father, 
then self 

Officials say a man fatally 
shot his 90-year-old father 
at a Houston-area home and 
then killed himself 

The Montgomery County 
sheriffs office says the men 
died in an apparent murder 
suicide Tuesday night in 
The Woodlands 

Lt. John Schmitt said 
they believe the 65-year-old 
James Gi Crawford 
shot his , James 
Milford Crawford, before 
turning the gun on himself 
Schmitt the father 

had been from 
dementia 

Deputies were called 
to the home after a family 
member returned home and 

Billy Craig Heap - joke 
teller, fearless risk taker, and 

ber 11, 
Texas 

2017 

He was 67. Craig 

went. He loved to tell stories 
and make people laugh. Bom 
in Odessa as the youngest 
child of Billie and Hub 
Heap, Craig played basket- 
ball at Odessa High School 
and went to Southern Meth- 
odist University before he be 

| gan a career at Heap Equip- 
ment, where he later became | 
president of the family busi- | 
ness. Craig had a generous 
heart and quietly helped 
many mn need He lived life 
on his own terms, and he 
kept his family on their toes 
by constantly surpnsing 
them with his next big adven- 
ture. In one lifetime, Craig 
lived many hives: basketball 
star, offshore driller. airplane 
pilot, salesman, baschball um- 
pire, farmer, Odessa City 
Council 
“Pop.” elk rancher, executive. 
and entrepreneur. Craig mar. 
nied the love of hus life. Kim 
m 19%]. When he proposed 
he told her, "1 can’t promise 
you fortune or fame. but | 
promise it will never be 
dull * He kept that promise 
Craig loved Las Vegas, clas 
sic rock, a good spin on the 
dance floor, cating ketchup 
on steak, and collecting fast 
cars. He found adventure ev 
erywhere he went. At distant 
airports in far away cities 
“Hey, Heap'" would ring out 
as he reunited with another 
old friend. He was daring. He 
was lucky 
than life He will be greatly 
missed 

Craig was preceded in 
death by his parents, Billi 
and Harry "Hub" Heap. his 
older brother, Harry Heap 
and Ms oldest child, Ben 
Heap 
wife, Kim (Gary) Heap; son, 
Cody Heap daughter, 
Knstiana Heup Butler and 
her husband Andrew, som, 
Blake Heap and his wife 
Courtney. sister. Marsha 
Fairchild and her husbaad 
Mark; granddsughters Chloe, 
Tilley, and Abby, grandson, 

life of the party-died Decem- | 
m Odessa, | 

made friends everywhere he | 

member, beloved | 

He was larger | 

enjoyed time with his family, 
and just being out- 

who knew him 

is survived by his wife, 
| Johnnie; one son. 
| Carden Thompson, 
onc daughter, 
Riddle and her husband 
David. two grandsons, 

| Robert Riddle and James 
Riddle and his wife Whitney 
and onc great grandson Dean | 
Riddle 
He was preceded mn death 

{ by hus father, mother and two | 
brothers 

Memorial services will be 
held December 14, 2017 at St 
Paul's Methodist Church at 
4501 Thomason Dr m 
Midland at 11-00 am 

In lieu of flowers, memon 
al donations may go to one's 
favorite charity 
Online condolences may 

be offered at 
www ellisfunerals com 

Ellis Funeral Home 
unerals & Cremations 

(Oieniny 

>» 

OT Andrews Fw 
(4 san 

He 1s survived by hus | 

Jackson, and many cousins, | 
nieces. and nephews 

Services will take place at | 
| pm. on Saturday, Decem- | 
ber 16, at the Chapel of 
Sunset Memonal Gardens in 

| Odessa. The family will re 
cerve friends at Hubbard 
Kelly funeral home from 6 to | 
% pm. on Friday, December | 
15, 2017 The family re- | 
quests that you tell a good | 
joke in 

Services 
Hubbard-Kelly 
Home 
Hubbard Kelly Funeral Home 

Coreddonces may be offerad 2 
A aa 

| Thompson 
| Harold Carden 

Craig's memory 

away the aflernoon of 
| December 11, 2017 

Harold was bom on May 

entrusted to | 
Funeral | 

| 91, of Midland, Texas passed 

| 28, 1926 0 Clarence and | 
| Florence 

| School. From August 1945 to 
1947 Harold served in the 

| US. Army in WWII and 
Korea. Afler he was out of 

Associated Press 

side. He was a blessing to all { 

Harold Carden Thompson | 

Harold | 
Jroand | 

, Bettye Ruth | 

| often wonder how | 
survived. Jack accepted Jesus 

Also by ninc grandchildren 
and numerous nieces and 

Chiff, JB. and Wayne 
entertained us with many 
tales of their escapades while | 
growing up and quite a few 
after they were grown, have 

they 

Christ as his Lord and 
Savior, so when he left this 
world, he stepped into the | 
arms of Jesus 

Jack, we are not saymg 
good-by. but see you 
tomorrow; 1000 years 1s as 
onc day in Heaven 

Dyer Dozier 
Loved by all. Jimmie | 

Dozier was bom June 25 

died peacefully in the 
| evening of December §, 2017 
| in Tulsa, OK She was 90 
years old. She 1s survived by 
her brother Manion of Broken | 
Arrow, sister Emma of 
Bixby, daughter Janis of | 
Salem, OR and son Martin | #0 Murphy. Sigrid Martin | 
of Midland, TX She is also 

| survived by five (Andrew 
Matthew, Jeremy, Whitney, 
and Cameron) grandchildren 
and two (Xavier and Emily) 
great grandchildren. Jimmie 
is preceded in death by her 
husband (Robert) 
(Earl) and mother (Savola) 
A devoted teacher she 

| retired in 1988 from Tulse 
| Public Schools after teaching 
| for over 4 decades in Denver, 
Bartlesville and Tulsa She 

| was an active member of As- 

| Church. She was an avid 
United Methodist 

reader, bridge player, and she 
also loved knitting, square 
dancing with Bob and watch 
far. fort (especially OKC 

Visitation will be held 

Fi , December 15, 2017 
11:00 at Asbury United 

Methodist Church with 
Pastor Dick Read. Moore's 
Southlawn 918-663-2231 
share memories at 
www _moorefuncral.com 

bwin by 130 PAL 
rion vet pubction dey 

| causes, especially 
| that supported those in need 

1927 in Tahloquah, OK and | 

| Browning, Constance Smith, | 
and Audni Dehlinger Welch | 

father | 

1956, she acc 
teaching position in Midland 

married the love of her life, 
William Henson Martin 
Their mariage was blessed | 

ers, Marjean 
y and Signd 

Throughout her life, she 
| was motivated by having fun 

out, travelling, time | 
with friends, family or grand- | 

Whether 

| trained the acolytes and was | 
| also active in the Ladies 

| Circle. Karen was a lifelong 
| Lutheran and for the last 
several years of her life, was | 
a faithful member of the | 

| Holy Cross Luthersn Church 

She is survived by her 
| husband of 61 years, Allen 
Mercer of Midland. Her 

| family includes her daughter 
and son-in-law Janice and 

Gist of Midland 
er and son-in-law 

[ and Terry Wilson of 
Lexington, Texas. Mane's 
grandchildren include Cutler 
Gist and wife Jacque, Kelson 
Gist and wife Lauren 
Morgan MacDonald and 

| husband Chad, Darcy Gist 
Sarah Wilson, and Mariah 
Wilson. Her gremt 
randchildren are CC 

children, she was always | | 
ready to go. She was blessed 
with a fighting spirit that 

§ heiped her remain healthy 
to live at home Karen 

gave generously to many 

Gigstad and a sister Maric | 
She was survived | 

| by her daughters Marjean | 

Harvick 

Martin Murphy and husband 

Costs and husband Richard 
sisters Jordice 

She is also survived by five 
grandchildren, 

Sarah Murphy and 
Jerry, Karen Story, | 

Harlan Coats and Adrienne 

| children lzabelle, Elizabeth | 
and J Murphy and many 
nicces and nephews 
The family would like to | 

extend a special thank you to 
her caregivers, Maria Florez 
and Rainic Gandy, and also 
to Nurses Unlimited for all of 
the caregivers that 

charities | 

| family members. Marie was 

Mark | 

Alyssa Gist 
Surviving siblings are 

Margie Bunch, Clana Pins 
and husband Jesse, and Aan 
Harrison. She has many 

preceded in death by her 

Hodges, and brothers James 
Wedgeworth and Bob 
Wedgeworth 
The family would like to 

express their gratitude to 
wards the Midland Memorial 
Hospital staff and Hospice of 
Midland for their care 

Friends are invited 10 visit 
with the family from 6:00 
8:00 pm. on Friday, Decem 
ber 15, 2017 at Nalley-Pickle 
& Welch Funeral Home in 
Midland, TX. Services will 

| be Saturday, December 16. 
2017 at 10:00 am. at Nalley 
Pickle & Welch Chapel in 
Midland Burial will follow 
at Resthaven Cemetery in 
Midland 

In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to 
Hospice of Midland, 911 W 
Texas Ave, Midland TX, 

helped take care of Karen in | 7579 
the last weeks of her life 

Funeral services are sched- 
uled for 3:30 pm on Friday, 
December 15, 2017, at the 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

may be directed to the Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church, 
Good News Ministries, P.O 
Box 1315, Midland, TX 
79702 or a charity of one's 
choice 
A are under 

the direiton of N -Pickle 
& Welch Funeral & 
Crematory of Midland. On- 

SAN ANTONIO — A Texas 

Funeral held in San Antonio for slain San Marcos officer 
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Advertising 687-8806 

Things to do 

Watercolor art classes by 
Sars Drescher, 10 a.m. and 6 pm 
Arts Counc of Midland, 1508 W. 
Tino Ave. To register, emai sang 

8 Strytme a he Leary 10:0 
am (birh-2 years), 11:30 am (26 

8 Chvistmas af the Mansion 2017 
An Mustrated Chvisimas iuncheon. 
noon-1 pm, Museum of the South 
west, 1705 W. Missouri Ave. $50 per 

6-8 pm. Blue Door, 4610 N. Garfield 
St 
1 Bingo Nights, 7 pm, American 

Legion, 501 Veterans Airpark Lane 
682-5511 
 MOSC. "Merry Texas Civistmas 

1310 N. Farm-to-Market Road 1788 
$25-$75 wagnemosi com 

1 Jon Wolle, 9:30 pm. Rockin 
Rodea, 4400 N. Big Spring St $12 
rockinvodeomdiand com 

Holiday events 

Friday 
“Holday Magic” by FrsiCapis/ 

Bank of Texas and KWEL Radio Cet 
obrate the holiday season with 4 ree 
musical performance by Strict EE 
Orchestra hom Lee High School 
Noon af FrstCapital Bank of Texas. 
310W Wal St 

Seturdey 
Family Fimas is 2 heathy 

holiday celebration with obstacle 
courses, & all mix bar and photos 

wih Santa. Open 10 the community. 
7am-2pm. Midland YMCA 800 N 
Big Spring St midlandymca org. 
8 Saturday Movie: “The Polar Ex 

press” 2 pm. Midland County Public 
Library Contenvual branch. 2500 W 
Loop 250 N 
8 Pancakes with Santa by he 

Knughts of Columbus, 6-8 pm _ St 
Ann's Cathole Church. 1906 W Texas 

TODAYINMIDLAND 

patrons and will employ about 100 people from the community. 

Ave Guests can isten 10 he story of 
St Lucy make an omament br he 
church and have » picture taken with 

Santa. 
JCPenney af Midland Park 

Mal is hosting # Nolday ornament 
decorating event 11 Am noon sf 
the lids department The arts and 
crafts project is part of the company’s 

now Kids Zone For more 
information, call 699-4347 or vist 
Kcpenney com 

Lottery 

Cash Five: 12-14.16-24-36 
Wiple Chance: 25.12.2125. 
344.5058 

Note: Bigar 's Stars is based 
wn the degree of your swn at 
birth The sign name is simply 
a label astrologers put on a set 
of degrees for comvenience For 
best reswits, readers showld 
refer to the dates following 
cach sign 

A baby born today has a 

Sun in Sagittarius and a Moon 
wm Scorpio 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 
Thursday, Dec. 14, 2017 

This year you often want 
10 keep your own counsel as 
you work through problems. In 
fact, you could seem reserved 
and touchy to those around 
you If you are single, you will 
draw more people toward you 
Sometime in the 
of 2018, you could meet 
One. If you are attached, the 
two of you are happiest alone 
as 2 couple. Make a point of 
planning frequent weekend 
getaways together. SCORPIO 
can read you clearly 

ARIES (March 21-Aprit 
” 
* had In the mom- 

ing. luck and intuition blend 
together to create extraords. 
nary and memorable results. 
Embrace this rare opportunity’ 
Tension builds in the evening. 
and you might need to distance 
yourself from an issue in order 
to make a reasonable decision 
Tonight: Happy at home 

TAURUS (April 20-May 
w 

* hd ® Once you decide 

Loto Texas: 12 14.19.34.39-47 
Powerball: 2.24.28.5158 88 7 

Power Play 3 
AN or 
S61 HON 

Al or 12367 
10-12 14-4617-19- 21 
AN or evening 
812-13 14-18 19-2022. 4 
Al or Nothing night: 1.34.67 
101194181722. 

234 

126 

facebook comv 

TheReporter 

W Midiand County Tax Asses. 
sor Collector 

210A" St 
Sam 05pm Monday fvough 

Wednesday Friday 
Sam 06pm on Thumdey 
688-4810 
W Midland Central Appraisal 

District 

Weather 
temperatures 

High 68 

Low 29 

Normal high S8 
Normal low 3 

Dec. 13% records 
Record high: 82, set in 
1933 and equaled in 1995 
Record low: 14, set in 1985 

000 mn 

0.00 in 
036 mn 
770mm 

Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Month total 
Year total 1 
Normal total 
(year to date) 

Average 
Highest speed: 
Highest gust speed 

Today's forecast 

1426 in 

19.3 
y 

James Durbin/Reporter- Telegram 

Longhorn Steakhouse at Midland Park Mall will be opening 3 p.m. Monday. Regu- 
lar operating hours are 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday through Thursday and 11 a.m. to 
11 p.m. Friday and Saturday. The 5,850-square-foot restaurant has seating for 200 

4631 Andrews Highway 
SamboSpm 

699-4991 
8 Department of Public Safety 

Driver's License Office 
2000 Drive 
Sam 05pm Monday and 

Sam 06pm on Tuesdays 
688-1120 
US Postal Service 

Downdown, 100 E. Wal St 8:30 
am to 5 pm Monday fwough Friday 

2315 W Louisiana Ave § 
ambSpm ough Fridey 
Graves, 3004 W 1) 

am bSpm Svough Friday 
Wam bape, ons 

ClayDesta, 612 Veterans Arpark 
Lane, 8 am 10 5 pm Monday 

Midland, 1000 Loop 40 8 
am 5pm Monday fwough Froey 

Forecast for Thursday, December 14, 2017 

Amare 
wr 

High: 55 
Low: 13 
Conditions: Sunny dur 
ing the day/partly cloudy at 
might 
Winds: 5-10 during the day 

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS 
Ihe stars show the kind of day vou'll have: S-dynamic; 4-positive; 3-average: 2-so-so. | difficult 

that certain events need 10 go a 
certain way. you could become 
stubborn. Deferring to some 
one else involved would be 
an excellent idea. Make #t OK 
for you both to have different 
impressions about the matter 

Tonight: Catch up on & loved 
one’s news over dinner 

GEMINI (May 21-June 
2%) 
**&* You could be up 

for some fun in the near future 
Try to postpone impulsiveness 
until later in the week. You 
have 

CANCER (June 21-July 
1) 
* Hk * You could be 

VIRGO (Aug. 1M -Sept. 12) 
ddd Make an important 

call in the moming, when hack 
and good sense merge. By 
the afternoon, conversations 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oet. 22) 
* he & Carb a tendency to 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
n 
* hd # Enjoy just being 

now. Don't 

COOL 
RUNING 

want to buy a lottery ticket 
do. You seem to be able to pull 
white rabbits out of a black hat 
right now. Tonight: Start plan 
ning your weekend! 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dee. 21) 
*&* You have some 

strong feelings that you might 
not be willing to share just yet 
Look around, and you will no- 
tice that others also seem to be 
holding back. Your curiosity 
might get the best of you, but 
wait to ask questions, for now 
Schedule some personal time 
Tonight: Opt to stay in 

CAPRICORN (Dee. 22- 
Jun. 19) 
ahd You sense that you 

are on the track. You'll 
move quickly, as you don’t 

8 

and night 

Chance of rain: None 

Sunrise 741 am 

Sunset S46 pm 

Smrce National Weather Service 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
LJ) 
*& oh & Others look 10 

SEASON 
SHAPIN 



OPE 

James Durbin/Reporter- Telegram 

Children pick out presents during a Christmas party for Centers clients Wednesday at the Junior League of Midland. 

Bombing underscores New York 
subway system’s vulnerability 

By Colleen Long 
and Larry Neumeister 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK The crude pipe 
bomb that exploded beneath the streets 
of New York this week served as a 
chilling reminder of the vulnerability 
of the city's subway system, a 24-hour 
a-day operation with 472 stations and 
more than $ million daily nders 

While police say the nation’s largest 
subway system has some of the tightest 
security possible that still allows busy 
New Yorkers to get where they ‘re 
going, they acknowledge they can’t be 
everywhere or anticipate every kind of 
attack, particularly in this era of lone 
wolf terrorism. 

It’s very difficult, and it's getting 
harder.” John Miller, the New York Po. 
lice Department's ty commission 
er of mtelhgence COUNteTioTTonsm. 
said on CBS's “This Moming.” “This 
1s not the al-Qaida model, where a cell 
of people who are communicating with 
a base are an mtelligence problem.” 

Instead, he said, the threat is coming 
from people “where the conspiracy is 
within the confines of their own mind * 

Investigators say that appears to 
be what happened Monday, when a 
Bangladesh immigrant indoctrinated 
mio terrorism through internet videos 
strapped a bomb 10 his body and set it 

Tax 
From IA 

industry, which does much to drive 
the statewide economy. However, the 
RRC had been under scrutiny by the 
Sunset Commission in three of the 
past four legislative sessions. Estes 
1s credited with helping the agency 
finally pass its sunset review 

“Frankly, it was kind of an embar 
rassment that (sunset review) took so 
long.” he said. “(Rep.) Tom (Crad 
dick) and | have been very close 
friends over the years, and he said, 
Craig, keep it ¢ Let's not have 
add-ons that are going to bog it 
down, such as changing the name." 

Estes said he did just that by put- 
ting any changes or amendments on 
separate bills to ensure the sunset bill 
would pass 

Plus, he said he likes the agency's 
name. “At one time, | we 

10 ¢ the name, 
thought it’s kind of an insider joke 
If someone says, “Tell me about the 

off in a busy passageway. He was the 
only one seriously hurt, suffering bums 
on his hands and torso 

Akayed Ullah, who's 27, was 
charged with federal terrorism- related 
offenses punishable by up to life in 
prison and was informed of the charges 
via video Wednesday as he lay in his 
hospital bed. He did not enter a plea 
and said little during the hearing, 
which lasted a little over 19 minutes 

It was the second lone-wolf ter 
ror attack on the city in six weeks 
On Oct. 31, a man in a rented truck 
mowed down cyclists and pedestrians 
on a crowded bike path near the World 
Trade Center, killing eight people 
But the blast this week was the first 

bombing on the subway in 23 years, a 
streak police attribute in part to a mul 
tilayered security approach that begins 
with 3,000 officers every 
day, patrolling trains and platforms 
That's bolstered by hundreds of 

security cameras, including one that 
captured detailed pictures of Monday's 
explosion, and roving teams of officers 
with heavy weapons and 10 sweep 
subway stations and trains. Off 
are outfitted with pager-size radiation 
detectors to against a radioactive 
dirty bomb. Police also conduct tens of 
thousands of random bag searches in 
the system each year. 

Yet those officers are confronted 

example in the chemicals industry 
“Texas has one of the | chem: 
cal complexes in the There 
are billions of dollars wanting to be 
invested in this area,” he said 

However, there are pitfalls. 
For example, he said, the govern 

ment in Louisiana gives a deadline 
for when a permitting decision will 
be made for new chemical manufac- 
turing plants “This isn’t the case in 
Texas. 

uncertainty draws a 

daily with thousands of people of 
every background, from every comer 
of the globe, carrying big backpacks, 
suitcases and large boxes, with no easy | 
way of knowing whether any of those 
items contain a bomb. 

Police have to rely on riders as their 
cyes and cars, constantly remind 
ing them, “If you see something, say 
something” 
“Look up from your phones. Look 

up from your books now and then 
Take your ¢ ones out. You can't say 
something when you see something if 
you don't look at it.” Joseph Fox, chief 
of the NYPD's transit bureau, urged 
New Yorkers afer the attack 

But the see-something, say-some: 
thing system didn't work Monday 
Authorities said Ullah boarded a 
subway train deep in Brooklyn with 
a bomb strapped to his torso, spent 
nearly an hour nding into Manhattan, 
¢ trains along the way, and 
walked one of the most heav- 
ily patrolled subway stations before 
triggering the device in front of a 
security camer. 

“We're spending mil 
tions (of dollars) to erect a border wall, 
maybe we should be thinking about 
using the money 10 better secure rail 
and transit lines,” said James Norton, a 
former homeland security official and 
professor at Johns Hopkins University 

years ago under the Reagan admin- 
istration says, yes, it does. The big 
debate is it's not going to be enough; 
others say it's going to stimulate the 
economy a lot. Who knows? | hope 
they get done up there and 
don 1g into 

As for the franchise tax, “That is 
one bill | will file every session until 
we get it solved.” 

Funny Laws 

Estes mentioned that there are 
lots of funny laws on the books in 

“ 10 do an omnibus bill to 
clean up all those funny old laws, but 

is, ‘ve got a one- 
lie aad oan ie casi 

bill.” he said. 

WHY HE SERVES 

Estes has been a state senator for 

county coroner said. F 

| died of a single 
| in Mount Washington, Kentucky. Billings said Johnson 

Kentucky lawmaker 
accused of assault dies 
in apparent suicide 

By Adam Beam 
Associated Press 

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Dan Johnson, a Republican state 
lawmaker in Kentucky who defiantly denied allegations 
that he sexually assaulted a teenage girl in the basement of 
his home, died in an suicide Wednesday night, the 

was 57 
Bullitt County Coroner Dave Billings said Johnson 

wound on Greenwell Ford Road 

stopped his car at the end of a bridge in a secluded area, 
then got out and walked to the front of the car. He said an 
autopsy is scheduled for Thursday moming, 

“I would say it is probably suicide,” he said 
Johnson was elected to the state legislature in 2016, part 

of a wave of Republican victories that gave the GOP control 
of the Kentucky House of R for the first time 
in nearly 100 years. 3c wie 148 eke dexgias Joepubiican 
leaders urging him to out of the race after local media 

on some of his Facebook posts comparing Barack 
and Michelle Obama to 
The pastor of Heart Er sch in Louisville, Johnson 

sponsored a number of bills having 10 do with religious 
liberty and teaching the Bible in public schools. But he 
was mostly out of the spotlight until Monday, when the 
Kentucky Center for Investigative Reporting published an 
account from a weman sa Johnson sexually assaulted 
her in the basement of his home in 2013 

At the time, the woman told , who investigated the 
incident but closed the case and did not file charges. 
On Tuesday, Johnson held a news conference in the pulpit 

of his church, which he by leading friends and family 
n a portion of the Christmas carol “O Come All Ye 
Faithful: He said the ailegations against him were “totally 
false” and said they were part of a nationwide of 
defeating conservative Republicans. He eerencd Rep 
can Alabama U.S. Senate candidate Roy Moore, who 
accusations of sexual misconduct from multiple women 

Shortly before $ jm. Wednesday, Johnson posted 2 mes- 
on his Facebook fh afi Dechic 40 Sarg for his 
He wrote that “is a sickness that will take my 

longer. It has won this life, BUT life, | cannot handle it 
HEAVEN IS MY " The post appears to have been 
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OPEC: Markets won’t balance until late 2018 
By Grant Smith 

Bloomberg 

OPEC predicted that global oil markets 
won't rebalance until late next year after 
boosting forecasts for supplies from the 
U.S. and other rivals 
The Organization of Petroleum Export- 

ing Countries’ monthly raised its 
outlook for non-OPEC supply in 2018 by 
300,000 barrels a day, as its projections 
for American output caught up with those 
of the U.S. government. As a result, an 
initiative by OPEC and Russia to clear a 
global oil glut by cutting production 
previously seen succeeding in the third 
quarter of 2018 - will take effect more 
slowly 

Oil prices climbed to a two-year high 

above $65 a barrel in London this week, 
s by a temporary pipeline halt 
in the U.K. and the Nov. 30 decision by 
OPEC and Russia to 
curbs until the end of next year. While 
Kuwait and the United 
this week the could consider wind- 
ing down its efforts in mid-2018 if the 
market is back in balance, Wednesday's 
report suggests they'll need to persevere 
for longer. 
“Continued efforts by OPEC and 

non-OPEC 10 suf oil market stabil 
ity” should * 10 a further reduction 
in excess global inventories, arriving at a 
balanced market by late 2018,” OPEC's 
Vienna-based research department said in 
the report 

The cartel’s latest figures showed its 
strategy is paying off, having reduced 

on with supply 

Emirates said 

the oil-inventory surplus in devel 
nations to about 137 million barrels as of 

with about 380 mill 

television in Beijing on 
Wednesday, said stockpiles have since 
fallen further to about 130 million. 
OPEC output fell by 133,500 barrels a 

day last month to 32.45 million, according 
to the report. Venezuela's troubled in- 
dustry suffered further losses, 
the U.A.E. belatedly stepped up efforts 
to deliver its pledged cutbacks and Saud: 
Arabia cut deeper than required. 

If OPEC were to maintain current out- 
put levels to the end of 2018, world inven- 
tories would shrink by a further about 274 
million barrels, data in the report indicate 

Yet the stronger outlook for supplies 

elsewhere is blunting the impact of 
OPEC's strategy. American shale explor- 
ers, who grew more efficient during the 

OPEC increased estimates of its com- 
petitors’ output in 2018 for the first time 
since the forecast was introduced last 
summer. It now expects that rival ies 
will increase by about | million barrels a 
day, or about 1.7 percent, in 2018. It bol- 
stered forecasts for total U.S. oil produc- 
tion growth next year by 180,000 barrels a 
day to 1.1 million a day. 
“The momentum seen this year is ex- 

pected to continue in 2018 on the back of 
increased investment in U.S. tight oil and 
improved well efficiency,” OPEC said 

Several years ago, the sight of mile-long trains of 
black tank cars became increasingly common and 
increasingly worrisome across the United States as 
crude oil production surged across the Northern 
Plains. 

Oil production in the 
Bakken region of North 
Dakota and Montana quickly 

outpaced pipeline capacity, 
and the number of train cars 

of oil being hauled across 

the United States surged 
from about 10,000 in 2009 to 

a peak of 493,146 in 2014 

Nearly all of those oil tank 

cars have reached their 

destinations safely, but a 

number of fiery derailments 

have highlighted the 
potential dangers. 

Off the rails 
As crude oil 

prices collapsed in 

recent years, the 

amount of oil 

moving by rail has 

dropped. Less than 

100,000 carloads of 

crude oil were 

hauled in the first 9 

months of 2017 
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Fed rate increase is 
3rd this year; foresees 

3 more 
By Martin Crutsinger 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON The Federal Re 
serve is raising its key interest rate for the 
third time this year and foresees three ad 
ditional hikes in 2018, a vote of confidence 
that the U S. economy remains on solid 
footing 8 172 years after the end of the 
Cireat Recession 

The Fed said Wednesday that it’s lifting 
its short-term rate by a modest quarter 
point 10 a still-low range of 1.25 percent to 
1.5 percent. It is also continuing to slowly 
shrink its bond portfolio. Ti , the two 
steps could over time 10 higher loan 
rates for consumers and businesses and 
slightly better returns for savers 

central bank said in a statement 
after its latest is teeing fat i 
SA 0 ket ec) se economy 
10 strengthen further. Partly as a result, 
expects 10 keep raising rates at the same 
mcremental 

in 2018 
be able to withstand it 
“When we look at other indicators 

of financial stability nsks, there's noth. 
ing flashing red there or possibly even 
orange,” Yellen said 

The Fed's rate decision Wednesday was 
7-2, with Charles Evans, 

dent of the Fed's Chicago Pan. 
and Neel Kashkari, head of the Minneapo- 

LTR 

in 2019 and two more in 2020 
By then, the Fed's target for short-term 

Since 2008, the United States and Canada have 
seen at least 27 oil train accidents involving 
derailment or significant fuel spill. In response, U.S. 

and Canadian officials have responded with more 
stringent construction standards for tens of thousands 

a fire, 

of tank cars made by compa- 

nies ike Greenbrier, American 
Raiicar Industries and Union 
Tank Car. 

As crude oil prices collapsed 
in recent years and pipeline 

capacity increased, the amount 

of oil moving by rail has 
dropped significantly since 

2014 
Industry statistics show that 

211,986 carloads of crude oil 

MW Pipeline 
WM Tanker and barge 
I Trucking 
ra 

Josh Funk; Alex Nieves + AP 
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GOP says it’s 
got a deal on 
taxes; cuts 

coming for 
next year 

By Stephen Ohlemacher 
Andrew Taylor 

and Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON -— Confident congres. 
sional Republicans forged an agreement 
Wednesday on a major overhaul of the 
nation's tax laws that would provide 
generous tax cuts for corporations and the 
wealthiest Americans — Donald Trump 
among them —— and deliver the first major 
legislative accomplishment to the GOP 

sident 
Middle- and low-income families 

would get smaller tax cuts, though Trump 
and GOP leaders have billed the package 
as a huge benefit for the middle class 
The measure would scrap a major tax 

uirement of Barack Obama's Afford 
able Care Act, a toward the ultimate 
GOP goal of unraveling the law. 
“The cynical voices that opposed tax 

cuts grow smaller and weaker, and the 
American grow stronger,” T 
said at the te House. “This is for 
people of middle income, this is for com- 
panies that are going to create jobs. This 
1s for , very special people, the great 

le of America.” 
business tax cuts would be perma 

nent, but reductions for individuals would 
expire after a decade — saving money 
to comply with Senate budget rules. In 
all, the bill would cut taxes by about $1.5 
trillion over the next 10 years, adding bil- 
lions to the nation's mounting debt 

The legislation, which is still being fi- 
nalized, would cut the top tax rate for the 
wealthy from 39.6 percent to 37 percent, 
slash the corporate income tax rate from 
38 percent to 21 percent and allow home- 
owners to deduct interest only on the first 
$750,000 of a new mortgage. 
The top tax rate currently applies to 

income above $470,000 for married 
couples, though lawmakers are reworking 
the tax brackets 
The standard deduction would be 

doubled, to $24,000 for married 
of 

Details of the it were de- 
serial oy Raph aetn tenaion and 
nghessional sigcs 
“It’s not my vision of the perfect, but 

R-Wis 
Republicans see passage of the legisia- 

tion as a political 

optimistic 
Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen said 

she and her colleagues expect a “mod- 
est lift” 10 economic growth from the tax 

Yellen said at a news conference the 
likelihood of lower taxes is why Fed of- 
ficials expect the 



OPINION 
Midland Reporter-Telegram | mrtxcom | Thursday, December 14, 2017 | Page 6A 

Tax reform could be the GOP’s Obamacare 
WB After years of mocking Nancy 
Pelosi for dismissing the need to 
read the Obamacare text before 
passing it, Republicans now insist 
we must pass tax reform to know 
what's in it 

ill the tax reform effort be the 
Weer: version of Obamacare” 

1 don't know, and neither does 
anyone else. We have little idea what the 
final legislation will look like, and even 
if we did, it's hard to predict its overall 
effect 

But there are some similarities already, 
starting with the ugliness of the process 

For years, Republicans mocked Rep 
Nancy Pelosi -- and other Democrats 
for dismissing the need to read the text of 
the Affordable Care Act before passing 
it. This time around, Republicans have 
insisted that we must pass tax reform to 
know what's in it, and Democrats have 
denounced the sausage-making 

The more important similarity hes in the 
fact that both parties pursued long-term 
ideological goals in the face of public op 
position. President Obama gave dozens of 
speeches in favor of the Affordable Care 
Act, and yet it was never popular with vot 

JONAH? 
(GOLDBERG 

Tribune News Service 

ers before passage or after — at least not 
until Donald Trump was elected, which 
just shows you how policy preferences 
take a backseat to parti ip. 

In both instances, the respective par 
ties made a bet that voters would reward 
their efforts in the long term. During the 
Obama years, the Democrats’ bet didn’t 
pay off. They lost control of both houses 
of Congress, at least in large part because 
of Obamacare, and one could certainly 
argue that the issue helped Trump in 2016 

Republicans are betting that the middle 
class tax cuts combined with an expected 
boost in economic growth from the cut 
in the corporate tax rate will result in a 
political windfall 

Contrary 10 a lot of hysterical punditry, 
partisan rhetoric and sh reporting, 
there's a plausible case that this could 
happen. House Speaker Paul Ryan's initial 
claim that “everybody” will get a tax cut 

was an overstatement, but he's on sounder 
footing when he notes that the average 
Taxpayer in each bracket will get one 

ut some won't. | some 
wealthy people in particular could get 
screwed. The Wall Street Journal reports 
that a few high-income taxpayers could 
under the Senate GOP version — actually 
see a marginal tax rate of more than 100 
percent R once proposed 100 t 
top tax rate. Who would have predicted. 
that the GOP would inadvertently revive 
that idea? 
More broadly, a lot of upscale taxpay 

ers in blue states could see their tax bills 
go up if the Republicans cap or eliminate 
various state and local tax deductions 
as well as the home mortgage interest 
deduction 
Opponents insist that this is a deliberate 

effort to punish blue states, which have 
much higher income and property taxes 
and housing costs. These claims seem 
somewhat overblown. Ronald Reagan 
wanted to eliminate the state and local 
tax deduction at a time when the red-blue 
divide was less meaningful 

Moreover, tax reformers, including 
many on the left, have wanted to get rid 
of, or reform, the home mortgage inter 
est deduction for decades, particularly for 
second homes. Why should the federal 

government subsidize affluent people 
buying bigger homes, never mind country 
houses? 

Also, as my National Review colleague 
Ramesh Ponnuru notes, the House version 
seeks to get rid of the alternative mini- 
mum tax, which disproportionately hurts 
taxpayers in blue states. If partisan ven- 
jeance were a hi than policy, 
wo wouldn't kill it. hp the Sen- 
ate version keeps it, so who knows? 
That's just it. What makes all of this so 

unpredictable — and so similar to Obam- 
acare — is that economic analysis is of 
sec importance 

It’s unlikely that the 35 percent of (no 
doubt mostly Republican) voters who sup- 
port the tax effort are doing so out of pure 
self-interest. Rather, many want President 
Trump —— who, ironically, ran against big 
corporations — 10 have a win. Likewise, 
Democrats insisting that GOP tax reform 
amounts to “Armageddon” (Pelosi's term) 
are surly driven more by partisan myopia 
than careful study of the tax tables. 
The GOP plan may end up being a win 

in economic terms. Whether it’s a political 
win for the GOP will probably depend on 
political factors not found on a 
spreadsheet 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency 

OUR VIEW 

Roy Moore deserved to 
lose, and the GOP is 
better because he did 
I isn’t going to make some Republicans feel better, but Roy 

Moore needed to lose that Senate race in Alabama 
Mcore was a bad candidate that a wing of the Republican Party 
some call it the Steve Bannon wing pushed, even though 

signs indicated this was not going to end well. No matter how the 
election turned out, the result would have been bad for the GOP. If 
Moore had won, he would have been persona non grata in Wash. 
ington. He would have and sh ve — been investigated for 
sexual misconduct allegations made by n during the 
campaign 

But he lost, and what should have been a ublican victory 
went to the Democrats. Because of Moore and\those who insisted 
he stay mn the race, the president has another obstacle to getting his 
agenda passed 

Either way, our expectation 1s that Tuesday might’s winner will 
be a lame duck This election was to fill out a term that expires 
mn 2020. No matter the result on Tuesday, a better, conservative 
choice will come forward 

However, the Roy Moore candidacy offered conservatives another 
example that they need men and women who can win general elec 
tons and not just primanes. We had hoped the party and its voters 
learned this in 2010 and 2012 when flawed candidates such as Todd 
Akin, Sharon Angle and Christine O'Donnell cost Republicans a 
chance to take control of the Senate. They were fringe candidates 
who used the tea party movement to win Republican primaries. Once 
vetted by a larger electorate, however, they were exposed as being 
capable only of snatching defeat from the jaws of victory 
Moore was another example of this unforced political error. The 

fringe pushed him as the best person to su Donald Trump's 
agenda. But sexual misconduct allegations kept potential Republi 
cans home or provided a reason for others to vote Democrat not 
because they supported his liberal opponent, but because they 
didn’t approve of Moore. Again, we learned Republicans must do 
better in Alabama and across the nation 
We caution Democrats who believe a Moore victory is part of 

some blue wave sweeping across the nation. It is not. There indeed 
might be a Trump effect in the 2018 elections, but in our view, this 
won't impact good candidates, and as Tuesday's results showed. 
Moore was not a good candidate 
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EVER SEEN AVARMINT 

B Congratulations, Steve Bannon, you just 
elected a Democrat in Alabama 

teve Bannon and his alt-right movement have 
helped accomplish something no one in a 

AZ quarter-century has been able to do: get a 
Democrat elected in the state of Alabama 
Alabama is one of the most reliably Republican 

states in the country. The last time a Tal was 
elected was in 1992, and no Democrat has won 
more than 40 percent of the vote in a Senate race 
there since 1996. The closest election in recent 
memory was in 2002, when Jeff Sessions won re 
election by a razor-thin margin of 19 points. Sen 
Richard Shelby has won his Jast three elections by 
35 points, 30 points and 28 points, respectively. So 
it takes a special kind of stupid to pick a candidate 
who can lose 10 a Democrat in Alabama 
Not just any Democrat, but an 

ing pro-abortion Democrat. Alabama is one of 
the most pro-life states in the union. According to 
the Pew Research Center, 58 of Alabama 
voters believe that abortion should be illegal in all 
or most cases, while only 37 percent disagree. And 
yet the Democrats won with a pro-abortion ex- 
tremist on the ballot. How extreme? In 
“Meet the Press™ host Chuck Todd asked 
what limitations he would on abortion. He 
could not name one “1 am a believer that a 
woman should have the freedom to choose what 
happens 10 her own ," he said, “and I'm going 
to stand up for that and I'm 10 make sure 
that that continues 10 5 pressed if he 
would support a ban on term abortions after 
20 weeks, Jones said, “I'm not in favor of anything 
that is going to infringe on a woman's right and 
her freedom to choose,” adding that he 
the right to life “once a is bom 's 
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school girls 
Now Bannon wants to 

Alabama 
the country. He 

licate his disastrous 
in Ri ican primaries across 
announced that he is seek- 

ing Moore-like chal 10 take on every GOP 
incumbent except Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas. Bannon 

taking the GOP back to the glory days of 
such terrible 



‘Mannequin Skywalker’ rides 
Blue Origin’s new crew capsule 

By Marcia Dunn 
Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla 
Origin’s ‘Mannequin Skywalker’ has 

Blue 

rocketed almost all the way to space, just 
in time for the new Star Wars movie. 
The acrospace led by 

Amazon's Jeff Bezos chow) its New 
Shepard rocket Tuesday from 
for the seventh time. It marked the first 
flight, though, of the latest version of 
Blue Origin’s crew capsule, featuring big 
windows for future space tourists 
An instrumented test dummy was 

aboard, named Mannequin Skywalker and 
dressed in a blue 
suit 

naturally 

“He had a great ride,” Bezos said via 
Twitter. 
The New Shepard rocket, named after 

the first American in space, Alan Shepard, 

West Texas 

flight 

8d yim 

landed back on the ground following the 
10-minute suborbital flight. The capsule 
reached a peak altitude of 99.39 kilome- 
ters above sea level or 61.7 miles, just shy 
of the 100-kilometer or 62.1-mile mark 
that's considered the start of true space 

Besides Mannequin Skywalker, the cap- 
sule carried a dozen experiments, includ- 
ing an Arduino Nano electronic computer 
board, designed and programmed by 

artwork 
Colorado schoolchildren, and student 

“Star Wars: The Last Jedi” opens in 
theaters Friday 

Minnesota Lt. Gov. Tina Smith 
named to fill Franken seat 

By Kyle Potter 
Associated Press 

ST. PAUL, Minn 
Minnesota Gov. Mark 
Dayton appointed Lt. Gov 
Tina Smith on Wednesday 
to fill fellow Democrat 
Al Franken's Senate seat 
until a special election in 
November, setting up his 
longtime and trusted advis- 
er for a potentially bruising 
2018 special election 

Smith was widely seen 
as Dayton's top choice 
from the moment Franken 
announced his resignation 
last week. But her previous 
decision not to run for gov- 
ernor had raised questions 
about her ite for a 
closely watc and ex- 
pensive Senate campaign 

Smith said she is in and 
fully committed. 

“I can tell you | 
shouldn't be underestimat 
ed and if | weren't confi 
dent | wouldn't be doing 
this,” she said 

It’s not clear when Smith 
will head to Washington 
Franken, who resigned un 
der pressure from his own 
party after he was accused 
of improper behavior by 
at least eight women, an 
nounced last Thursday that 
he would resign “in the 
coming weeks ~ His office 
hasn't set a final departure 
date yet; Smith indicated 
it would likely be in carly 
January 

In a statement, Franken 
called his successor the 
perfect choice but didn't 
shed light on his formal 
resignation plans, saying 
only that he would work 
with Smith to ensure “a 
speedy and seamless 
transition 

Smith will be the second 
Democrat on a path to the 
Senate in as many days, 
after Doug Jones victory 
in Alabama in Tuesday's 
special election 

Smith, 59, served as 
Dayton's chief of staff for 
four years before ascend 
ing to become his No. 2 
when his previous lieuten 
ant chose not 10 join him 
in seeking a second term 
mn 2014 Bayton has long 
treated Smith as an equal 
m the office, and it was 
that deference that fueled 
speculation she was being 
groomed to succeed him. 

Her path to politics was 
unconventional. A native 
of New Mexico, she gradu 
ated from Stanford and 
eamed an MBA from Dart 
mouth. A macagng job 
with General Mills brought 
her to Minnesota, where 
she eventually started her 
own marketing and politi 
cal consulting firm 

She managed Ted Mon 
dale’s unsuccessful cam- 
paign for governor in 1998, 
then ran the short-lived 
2002 Senate campai 
for his dad, former Vice 
President Walter Mondale 
Smith served as chief of 
staff to Mi is Mayor 
RT.R eventu- 

with Dayton in 2011 
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Minnesota Democratic Lt. Gov. Tina Smith speaks to attendees at 
the North Star Ball on Jan. 10, 2015 in SL Paul, Minn. Minnesota 
Gov. Mark appointed LL Gov. Tina Smith on Wednesday 
10 fill fellow Democrat Al Franken's Senate seat until 8 special 
election in November 

smiling presence at the 
Capitol, is credited with 
quiet but key roles in 
the response to the 2007 
bridge collapse in Minne- 
apolis and in the building 
of a new Vikings stadium 
Dayton made her his 
point person on a massive 

public-private partnership 
to work with Mayo Clinic 
on an ambitious expansion 
in Rochester 
Next year’s race to fill 

the final two years of 
Franken’s term is certain 
to be one of the nation’s 
most closely watched and 
expensive, and Dayton was 
under pressure from fellow 
Democrats in Washington 
to ensure his pick would 
use the appointment as a 
springboard for that 
election 
Meanwhile, Republi 

cans immediately floated 
former two-term Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty as a possible 
candidate, but many others 
were said to be weighing 
a race 

Republicans sand 

Dayton’s selection of 
Smith for the seat could 

will look out for their best 
interests, not another DFL 
(Democratic-Farmer-Labor 
Party) insider handpicked 
by Mark Dayton,” National 
Republican Senatorial 
Committee spokesman 
Michael McAdams said in 
a written statement 
And Smith's past work 

with Planned Parenthood 
in Minnesota and other 
Midwestern states, which 
provides abortions along 
with other health services, 
was sure 10 become a flash 
point with Republicans on 
the campaign trail 

Smith, who served as 
vice president of external 
affairs, said Planned Par 
enthood provides critical 
health care and sexual 
transmitted disease treat- 
ment to “thousands and 
thousands and thousands 
of women.” 
“I'm 

work,” § 
of that 

ith said 
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Psalm 100:5 
For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 
his faithhurne.s continues through all generations. 

Studies: Warming 
made Harvey’s deluge 
3 times more likely 
By Seth Borenstein 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Global warm- 
P ts were all over the record ing's fi 

ramfall Hurricane Harvey this h 
confirming what scientists phi Auvid jpey 
cording to new research. 

While scientists say man-made climate 
change didn't trigger Harvey, new stud- 
ies calculate that a warmer, wetter world 
made it at least three times more likely 
that the stalled storm over Houston would 
flood the fourth most populous U.S. city 
Researchers also said global warming 
often goosed aspects of two other destruc- 
tive hurricanes this year, Irma and Maria. 

Findings were discussed Wednesday at 
the American Geophysical Union meeting 
in New Orleans 
The Harvey studies used a combination 

of established and new techniques. An 
international team used computer simula- 
tions and decades of past observations to 
estimate the odds for the record rainfall 
that came with Harvey over a period of 
three days in August with and without 
jobal warming. By comparing those two, 

likelihood for the deluge, which reached 
more than 50 inches in one location 
Based on Houston's weather history, re- 

searchers said a storm like Harvey would 
occur about once every 9,000 years. 

(Tua 

“Did climate change make this event 
more likely than in the past? Yes,” said 
Karin van der Wiel of the Royal Nether- 
lands ical Institute. 

Another study by the Lawrence Berke- 
ley National Laboratory used computer 
simulations to analyze Harvey's down- 
pours over a week and calculated that 
global warming increased rainfall by 
nearly 20 percent. ] 
Kevin Trenberth of the National Center 

for Atmospheric Research linked Har- 
vey's downpours to the heat content in the 
Soeus Mant of the hes rapped by green. 
house gases gets absorbed by oceans and 
that energy serves as fuel for hurricanes 
and other storms. The ocean heat content 
was record high in the Gulf of Mexico and 
elsewhere be Harvey hit. If it had been 
lower, there would have been much less 
rain, he said 
Changes in the jet stream — the rivers 

of air that steer weather — led to Harvey's 
stalling over Houston, rain, 
said Kerry Emanuel of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology who presented 
two studies. 

While Emanuel wouldn't directly 
blame climate change on Harvey, he said 
destructive hurricanes will be more likely 
in a warmer world. 

“1 think this is a window into the future 
| think nature is giving us a foretaste of 
the future,” Emanuel said in an interview 
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WEEKENDE 
YOUR GUIDETO EVENTS INTHE PERMIAN BASIN 

‘The Last Jedi’ a welcome 

disturbance in the Force 
welcome disturbance in the 
Force, Rian Johnson's “The 
Last Jedi” is, by wide mea 

his diverse casting — in particular 
Ridley and John Boyega, as Finn, 
the Stormtrooper turned good guy 

for world building, and its sense of 

place isn’t as firm. As an interga- 
lactic travelogue, it's a JAKE 

sure, the trippiest, scrappiest and 
most rule-breaking “Star Wars’ 
adventure yet 
Not the exercise in nostalgia 

that was J.J. Abrams’ “The Force 
Awakens,” Johnson's Episode 
VIII takes George Lucas’ space 
opera in new, often thrilling, 
and sometimes erratic directions 
while finding the truest expres 
sion yet of the saga’s underlying 
ethos of camaraderie in resistance 
to oppression. Though there are 
countless familiar broad strokes 
rebel escapes, Jedi soul-searching 
daddy issues — “The Last Jedi 
has discovered some new moves 
yet, in the galaxy far, far away 

As the second installment in 
this third “Star Wars” trilogy, 
“The Last Jedi” is like the inverted 
corollary of “The Empire Strike 
Back” (long the super fan's favor 
ite). While 1t is, like its pant-two 
predecessor, often murky and 
weird, Johnson's frequently comic 
film distinguishes itself by upend 
ing the traditional power dynamics 
of heroes and bit players in the 
Star Wars galaxy 

Here, the odds-defying dare 
devil flyboy (Oscar Isaac as 

CorLE 
Associoted Press 

P.esistance pilot Poe Dameron) 
1s an impetuous chauvinist, at 
odds with a female commander (a 
purple-haired Laura Dern). “Get 
your head out of your cockpit,” 
admonishes Leia (the late Car 
rie Fisher, to whom the film is 
dedicated). The master-apprentice 
relationship - previously Yoda 
instructing young Luke Skywalker 
(Mark Hamill) on a swampy re 

mote planet is now tilted more 
toward Rey, the young Jedi (Daisy 
Ridley), sent to stir a monkish 
Skywalker from a windswept, 
Porg-infested isle. And instead of 
a Tauntaun’s guts being spilled, 
there are even moments of animal 
nights reflections creeping into 
the galaxy. About to bite into his 
rotisserie dinner, Chewbacca, with 
a sad groan, is struck by pangs of 
doubt 

Abrams’s finest touch in his 
zippy and nimble reboot was in 

HEAT INDEX: Nodal, 

German headline La Hacienda; 
outdoor brunch set for downtown 

By Rich Lopez 
jriopes@mrt.com 

Winren Ant Exner 

re Gory AND 
Midland Shared Spaces isn't 

gallery setting, but 
one of the best in town 

’s hallways and the open- 
are a big deal. Grab 

some and appetizers and 
stroll two stories of local 
art while listening 10 live music by 
Amy Huai principe eetlist for 
the Midland Odessa Symphony and 
Chorale (MOSC). 

5:30 p.m. today at 3500 N. “A” 
St 

Crmusmian Nooal, Crecen 
German AT La Hacienoa 
Event 

The future of Latin music head- 
lines Midland this weekend. Chris- 
tian Nodal, 18, and Crecer German, 
21, have been hailed as the new 
guard of the genre. Nodal topped 
the charts with “Adios Amor” early 
this year, following up with his No 
1 album “Me Deje Lievar” Ger- 
man's “Quien Te Entiende™ made a 
splash in 2016 landing in the top 20 
of the Hot Latin Songs charts with 
some 30 million streams of the 

Please see HEAT INDEX /Page 3 

But Johnson, who also wrote the 
film, has gone further to shake 
the familiar roles and rhythms of 
Star Wars. Scattershot and loose 
limbed, “The Last Jedi” doesn't 
worship at its own altar, often 
undercutting its own grandiosity 

Those breaks of form — former 
ly mostly reserved for a smirking 
Harrison Ford — will throw some 
dichards. Especially in the surreal 
isolated scenes of Rey and Luke 

where Luke, with a thick gray 
mane and a hermit's foul-manner 
is seen drinking a creature's breast 
milk and pole- vaulting from rock 
to rock “The Last Jedi” teeters 
on the edge of camp 

It’s not surprising that Johnson 
the director of the twisty time 
traveling noir “Looper,” has made 
a movie full of clever inversions 
What's jarring is that he's made 
a “Star Wars” film that tries to 
not take itself too seriously, while 
simultaneously making it more 
emotional 

Yet, before its considerable 
payoff, “The Last Jedi” feels 
lost and grasping for its purpose 
Unlike the earlier films, the less 
tactile “The Last Jedi” isn’t much 

disappointment 
There are exceptions, though, 

especially the chambers of the 
Supreme Leader Snoke (Andy 
Serkis, adding to his gallery of 
grotesques). Soaked in an oth 
erworldly crimson red, Snoke's 
lair looks like something out of 
Kubrick's “Eyes Wide Shut.” 
Johnson also lacks what Lucas 

and Abrams alike recognized as 
the franchise's most potent weap 
on: Ford. As the prairie boy turned 
knight, Hamill has never been the 
saga's heart-and-soul. While Luke 
gets his big moment, “The Last 
Jedi” doesn’t do him any favors, 
plopping him on a pitiless jagged 
rock away from the action and a 
backstory filled with regret 

As Fisher's final “Star Wars” 
film, it's a shame she isn’t more 
front-and-center. (The next film 
was to be hers, the way Ford and 
now Hamill have had theirs.) But 
she makes her scenes count 
Though Isaac has been fash 

ioned as the heir-apparent to the 
bemused Ford, Boyega is the actor 
I've left both episode VII and 

Please see COYLE/Page 3 



FAMILY & YOUTH 

wi is Magic 
teen wri club for 
ages 13-19 is a creative 
writing club with writing 
time and weekly topics 
that will meet monthly. 
4:30 p.m. every first 
Friday at Midland County 
Public Library Centen- 
nial branch, 2503 W. Loop 
250 N 

Storytime at the Li- 
brary.10:30 am. (birth-2 
years), | 1:30 am. (2-6 
years). Thursdays. Midland 
County Public Librar: 
downtown branch, 301 W. 
Missouri Ave. co.midland 
wx. us/lib 

Evening Storytime 
at the Library. 4:30 
p.m. (2-6 years) Fridays at 
Midland County Pub- 
lic Library Centennial 
branch, 2503 W. Loop 
250 N. co.midland tx.us/ 
lib 

Old Miner's Maze 
interactive adventure 
features a maze, rock 
walls, mechanical bull and 
more. 6-10 p.m. Friday, 
noon-8 p.m. Saturday and 
noon to 6 p.m. Sunday 
4305 N. County Road 
1140. Oldminersmaze 
com 

Garden Explorers: 
Garden Science is an 
outdoor exploration ex- 
perience for grades 3-5 
10 a.m. Saturday at Sibley 
Nature Center, 1307 E 
Wadley Ave. $5 members 
$8 nonmembers. sibley- 
naturecenter.org 

SciGirls STEM 
Camp for ages 8-12. 5 
p.m. Monday at Midland 
County Public Library 
downtown branch, 301 
W. Missouri Ave 

Evening Family 
Storytime offers songs 
stories and literacy 
activities for ages 2 to 6 
and their caregivers 4:30 
p.m. Tuesdays at Midland 
County Public Library 
Centennial branch, 2503 
W Loop 250 N 

Downtown Fam- 
ity Game Night with 
a variety of classic and 
new board games. 4:30 
p.m. Tuesday at Midland 
County Public Librar 
downtown branch, 301 
W. Missouri Ave 

Storytime at the 
Library. 10:30 am 
(birth-2 years), 11:30 am 
(2-6 years). Wednesdays 
Tickets required for later 

sessions due to limited 
space. Midland County 
Public Library Centen- 
nial branch, 2503 W. Loop 
250 N 

FINE ART & 
DANCE 

OPENING: Winter 
Art Exhibit featuring 
works by area art as- 
sociations. Live music by 
MOSC principal cellist 
Amy Huzjak. Openiny 
reception begins at 5:30 
p.m. today at the Gallery 
at Midland Shared Spaces, 
3500 N.“A" St 

The works of Ana- 
bella Chariton and 
Jesse Trejo on display 
Fridays throughout De- 
cember at Kamiposi, 51 
S. Big Spring St. 

“What I,” Univer 

lamhilex Fernandez 
on through jan 
§ at the Council of 
Midland, 1506 W. illinois 
Ave. acmidland.org, 

FOOD & DRINK 

Winter Market by 
the Midland Down- 
town Farmers Market. 
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m 
Saturday at Museum of 
the Southwest, 705 W. 
Missouri Ave 

CALENDAR 
PPENING THIS WEEK 

Pancakes with Santa 
by the Knights of Co- 
lumbus. Guests can listen 
to the story of St. Lucy, 
make an ornament for 
the church and have a 
picture taken with Santa 
6-8 pm. Satur at St. 
Ann's Catholic Church, 
1906 W. Texas Ave 

Caymus Wine Din- 
ner will feature a four 
course meal paired with 
various Caymus Vineyard 
labels. 7 p.m. Saturday at 
Opal's Table, 223 W.Wall 
St. $85. opaistable.com 

December Brunch 
Market with vendors 
and outdoor brunch. | | 
am.-3 p.m. Sun at 
So Fly Boutique, 312 W. 
Colorado St 

GAMES 

Bingo Nights. The 
American Legion Aux- 
iliary hosts weekly play 
throughout the week. 7 
p.m. Thursdays and Fri- 
days, 4 p.m. Sundays. 501 
Veterans Airpark Lane 

682-5511 

Zia Park Casino 
Hotel and Racetrack 
bus trips by Midland 
Shuttle Services. Departs 
at 5 p.m. First Fridays and 
Sundays to Hobbs, New 
Mexico. $55 for adults 
$45 for 65 and older. 
RSVP by calling 260-5428 
midlandshuttieservices 
com 

Hold ‘em poker 
tournaments, 7 pm 

Fridays at The Detour, 
1709 Rankin Highway 

Bridge lessons, 10 
am. Saturdays at Allison 
Bridge Center. 913 W. 
Wadley Ave $3. permian- 
bridgeciub com 

Bingo, 6 p.m Mondays 
and Tuesdays at the Tall 
City VFW Post 7208, 

1306 E. Taylor Ave. Chil- 
dren welcome 

Bridge Jme play 
6:45 p.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Thurs- 
days; | p.m. Tuesdays 
10:30 a.m. Saturdays 
1:30 p.m. Sundays Al- 
lison Bridge Center, 913 
W Wadley Ave. $6. For 
more information call 
682-8595 

Monday Mayhem 
features unlimited bowl- 
ing for $14.09 with free 
shoe rentals after 8 p.m 
Bowlero, 5320 W. Loop 
250 N. bowlero.com 

Live Trivia by Chal- 
lenge Entertainment. 7 
p.m. Tuesdays at Basin 
Burger House, 607 N 
Colorado St 

Two-Dollar Tuesdays 
with the same price 
for games, shoes, select 
beers and arcade card af- 
ter 8 p.m. Bowlero, 5320 
W Loop 250 N. bowlero 
com 

Trivia Game Night, 7 
m. Wednesdays at True 

Holiday Open House 
with an rance by 
Lone Star Brass 46pm 
today at Midland County 
Public Library Centen- 
nial branch, 2503 W. Loop 

Doyourcity.us. 

8 Bread 
Cl ey 5:30.7 
.m. Friday at Break 

d Kitchen, 410 
E. Florida St. Open to the 
Sommauiy; Santa will 
have gifts for children 
and adults. 

Starbright Vill 
and Cominunity ree 
Lighting features more 
than 300,000 lights and 
holiday displays. 6-11 p.m 
through Jan. | at McKin- 
ney Park, 625 W. Pool 
Road, Odessa. Free. odes- 
satxparks.org 

Family Fitmas is 
a healthy holiday cel- 
ebration with obstacle 
courses, a trail mix bar 
and photos with Santa 
Open to the community. 
7 am.-2 p.m. Saturday at 
Midland YMCA, 800 N 
Big Spring St. midiandym- 
ca org 

Field Office Christ- 
mas Party. Guests are 
encouraged to take a 
wrapped white elephant 
gift and snacks. 7 p.m.- | 
a.m. Saturday at the Field 
Office, 3205 W. Industrial 
Ave 

West Texas North 
Pole Village will feature 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
hayrides, Rudolph's 
Candy Store and more 
Noon, Sunday at Rolling 
7's Ranch Event Center, 
11700 W. County Road 
122, Odessa. $10 adults, 
$5 with unwrapped gift 

Santa, Milk and 
Cookies, 2-5 p.m 
Sunday at Miss Cayce's 
Christmas, 1012 Andrews 
Highway. 

LECTURES, 
MEETINGS & 
WORKSHOPS 

Open Shop Jughts 
are hosted by the Mid- 
land Gem and Mineral 
Visitors can watch mem- 
bers cut rock and work 
on lapidary ects 
6:30-9 p.m. Mondays at 
602 S. Main St. midland- 
gemandmineral org 

Palette Club Paint- 
ing, 9 am. to noon 
Tuesdays at the Palette 
Club. 907 W. Wadley Ave 
paletteclubmidiand. com 

Watercolor art 
classes by Sara Dre- 
scher. The class is for all 
levels. 10 am. and 6 pm 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at Arts Council of Mid- 
land, 1506 W. lilinois Ave 
To register, email sara@ 
artbysaradb com 

MUSIC 

Blues 

Tim Kreitz Band, 9 
p.m. Friday and Saturday 
at the Bar, 606 W. Mis- 
sour! Ave 

Country 

Jon Wolfe, 9:30 p.m 
souy at Rockin’ Rodeo, 
“4 N. Big Spring St. 
$12. rockinrodeomidiand 
com 

Cody Jinks, Ward 
Davis, Saturday at Dos 
Amigos, Odessa. dosami- 
gos.com 

Truck Stop Gam- 
blers, 9 p.m. Saturday at 
the Lone Star Bar, 621 W. 

at Wagner Noel Perform. 
ing Arts Center, I3I0N 
Farm-to-Market Road 
1788. $25-875. wagner- 
noel.com. 

“Holiday Magic” by 
FirstCapital Bank of Texas 
and KWEL Radio. Cel- 
ebrate the holiday season 
with a free musical 
performance by StrictLEE 
Orchestra from Lee High 
School. Noon Friday 
at FirstCapital Bank of 
Texas, 310 W. Wall St 

MOSC: “Jingle 
Brass” Lone Star 
Brass, 3 p.m. Sunday at 
Rea-Greathouse Recital 
Hall, 1310 N. Farm- 
to-Market Road 1788 
MOSC.org 

“Merry-achi Christ- 
mas” with Mariachi 
Sol de Mexico de jose 
Hernandez, 8 pm 
Tuesday at Wagner Noel 
Performing Arts Center, 
1310 N. Farm-to-Market 
Road 1788. $29.50- 
$45.50. wagnernoel.org 

Karaoke 

Karaoke, 9 p.m. Sun- 
day at The Detour Bar, 
1708 Rankin Highway 
thedetourbar.com 

Karaoke with Ali, 
8 p.m. Tuesdays at Your 
Place, 3704 W Wall St 

Karaoke and pool 
tournament, Tuesdays 
at The Lone Star Bar, 621 
W.Wall St 

LaTin 

Christian Nodal, 
Crecer German, Geru 
Legion, 8 p.m. Saturday 
at La Hacienda Event 
Center, 12610 State Hwy 
191. $60. haciendamid- 
land.com 

OUTDOORS, 
SPORTS & FIT- 
NESS 

Odessa Jackalopes 
Ph Corpus Christi 
cel s, 7:11 p.m. Friday 

and Saturday at Ector 
County Coliseum, 4201 
Andrews Hwy, Odessa 
Jackalopes. org 

Guided Trall Walk, 
9 a.m. Saturday at Sibley 
Nature Center, 1307 E 
Wadley Ave. sibleynature- 
center.org 

Family Nite roller 
skating, Sun from 
2-5 pm.and 7-9 pm. at 
KC's Nutty Roller, 1004 
Andrews Highway. Kcs- 
nuttyroller.com 

Yoga: Lower Body 
Burn, 4 p.m. Sunday at 
Project0 Pilates and 
Fitness Studio, 3211 W. 
Wadley Ave. $5. Face- 
book: @project3Omid- 
land 

Yoga at the Museum 

Ellen Noel Art Museum, 
4909 E. University Bivd. 
Odessa. Free. noelartmu- 
seum.org. 

Kundalini Yoga with 
Kasie Lunson. All levels 
are welcome. Bring a mat 
and dress in comfort- 
able clothing. 6:30 p.m 
Wednesdays at Kamiposi, 
510 S. Big Spring St. $5 

Adult Kickball, 2 pm 
Thursdays. Visit facebook 
com./groups/midiandkick- 
ball for more information 

Free skateboarding 
lessons, noon-1:30 p.m 
Thursdays at RTD Skate- 
park. rtdskatepark.com 

STAGE, 
COMEDY & FILM 

Holiday Open Mic. 
Open to performers of 
music, poetry, spoken 
word and drama. 8 pm 
today at Brew St. Bakery, 
Coffee and Tea, 4610 N 
Garfield St 

“Astronaut” dome 
show in 3D. 4 p.m 
Fridays and Saturdays in 
December at Blakemore 
Planetarium, | 705 W. Mis. 
souri Ave. museumsw.org. 

CLOSING: “A Place 
Called Christmas” 
and “Twelve Daze 
of Christmas” ends 
Sunday. 7:30 p.m. Fri- 
days and Saturdays, 2:30 
p.m. Sundays at Permian 
Playhouse, 310 W 42nd 
St. Odessa. $10. permian- 
playhouse. com 

CLOSING: “Miracle 
on J4th Street: The 
Musical” runs through 
Saturday. 7:30 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday at Midland 
Community Theatre, 
2000 W. Wadley Ave. $28 
mctmidiand org. 

Saturday Movie: 
“The Polar Express,” 2 
p.m. Saturday at Midland 
County Public Library 
Centennial branch, 2503 
W. Loop 250 N 

“In My Backyard” 
dome show, noon, 
Tuesdays-Saturdays in 
December. Blakemore 
Planetarium, | 705 W. Mis- 
sour! Ave. museumsw.org. 

“Star of Bethle- 
hem” dome show, 2 pm 
Tuesdays-Saturdays and 3 
p.m. Sundays in Decem- 
ber. Blakemore Planetar- 
ium, 1705 W. Missouri 
Ave. museumsw.org 

“The Mesh: 
cracker! The C 
kah Musical” is a musi- 
cal comedy that mixes 
Tehaikovsky's “Nutcrack- 
er Suite” with dancing 
dreidels. 7 p.m. Tuesday 
at Tall City Stadium 14, 
4915 SW Loop 250 N 
$17.28. fathomevents 
com 

Nut. 

COMIN 
ON 

DECEMBER 

Hogwarts Holiday 
“Harry Potter”-thamed 
event will sort MH res 
students and 
into various houses and 
attend magical classes 
Teens can partake in 
the Harry Potter Escape 
Room. Costumes encour- 

, 2:30-5:30 p.m. Dec 
21 at Midland County 
Public Library Centen- 
nial branch, 2503 W. Loop 
0N 
Third Thursday 

| Reading will have a fea- 
| tured book with c 
| given to each child. The 
monthly event is part of 
the Laura Bush Literacy 
Program. Free but space 
is limited so reservations 
are encouraged. Refresh- 
ments provided. 4:30 p.m 

| Dec. 21 at the George W. 
| Bush Childhood Home. 
1412 W. Ohio Ave. bush- 

| childhoodhome. 
Whiskey and Wild 

Game Dinner will 
feature four courses with 
whiskey pairings. 7 p.m 
Dec. 22 at Opals Table, 

223 W.Wall St. $95. Opal- 
stable com 
Tejano Christmas 

Dance with Los Mu- 
sicales y David Lee 
Garza, Aw Perez, Gary 
Hobbs, La Dexz. 7 
p-m. Dec. 22 at Hacienda 
Event Center, 12610 State 
Highway 191.$25. haci- 

| endmidland.com 
Cookies and Cocoa 

| with Santa, 10am. 
noon, Dec. 23 at I's 
Table, 223 W. Wall St. $20 
opalstable.com. 
Tatianna from “Ru- 

Paul's Drag Race All 
Stars.” || pm. Dec. 23 
at The Recovery Room, 
2802 N. County Road 

| West, Odessa 
“Doctor Who: Twice 

Upon a Time,” 7 pm 
Dec. 27 at Tall City Sta- 
dium 14,4915 SW Loop 
250 N. $13.50. fathom- 
events.com 
Bart Crow, Dec. 28 at 

Rockin’ Rodeo, 4400 N 

Big Spring St. rockinro- 
deomidiand.com 
Odessa Jac! 

play Amarillo B. 
| 7:11 p.m. Dec. 29 at Ector 
County Coliseum, 4201 

| Andrews Hwy, Odessa 
| Jackalopes.org 

Moscow Ballet's 
| “Great Russian Nut- 
| cracker,” 7 p.m. Dec. 29 
| at Wagner Noel Perform- 
ing Arts Center, 1310 N 
Farm-to-Market Road 

| 1788.$25-8177. wagner 
noel.com 
New Year's 

| with Dennis r 
| and the Sundowners. 
The event will feature 
snacks, party favors, a 
cash bar and champagne 

| and breakfast at midnight 
Dec. 31 at American 
Legion Woods Lynch Post 
19 Ballroom, 501 Veterans 

| Airpark Lane. Advance 
| $30-8$50, door $40-360 
Call 682-3511 for reser 
vations. 21 and older only. 

THE BIG SPRING SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
PRESENTS TCHAIKOVSKY'S 

NUTCRACKER BALLET 
Dr. Keith Graumann 

Music Director & Conductor 

Featuring the Midland Festival Baller 
& 

Big Spring Dance Gallery Students 

Saturday, December 16, 2017 
7:30 pm « Big Spring Municipal Auditorium 

Srudents through college admired free. 
Students 15 and under must be 
accompanied by an adulr. 

== Adulrs - $20 Seniors - $15 
Advance ticker sales: 

Big Spring Area Chamber of Commence, 
The Convention and Visitors Bureau, 

HEB, The Heritage Museum, The Karat Parch 
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ON SCREEN & EVENT 

. £ 
‘FERDINAND’ 

Children’s boo 
‘Ferdinand’ jumps 
to screen nicely 

his holiday season, there's all man 
] ner of conflict at your local movie 

theater -— Jedis battling in the stars, 
Winston Churchill warring in Europe and 
Olympic athletes dueling on ice. And then 
there's that 2,000-pound bull that refuses 
to fight 

Ferdinand “ is a first-rate animated tale 
adapted from the beloved 1936 children’s 
book about a pacfist Spanish bull who 
just loves to sit around and sniff flowers 
It’s often dark, sometimes whacky, but 
true to the heart of the book and beaut: 
fully brought to life in modern Spain 

Carlos Saldanha, the director of “Rio 
and “Ice Age” movies, and screenwriters 
Robert |. Baird, Tim Federle and Brad 
Copeland faced a daunting task turning a 
spare 66-page book by Munro Leaf and 
Robert Lawson into more than 100 min 
utes of film 

But they ‘ve largely succeeded, while 
adding more serous issues along the way 
including ammal rights, ngged economic 
systems, nature versus nurture, cowardice, 
and the importance of looking out for each 
other Not bad for a kid's flick, huh? It 
also plunges another sword in the sport of 
bull fighting 

At its core, “Ferdinand” 1s an ant) 
bullying statement that stars a bull. In a 
neat twist, that bull who refuses to fight 
1s voiced by professional wrestler John 
Cena, a man who makes his living with 
violence 
Ferdinand 1s bred to fight but won't 

His dad and peers at a bull fighting ranch 
all want to go into the ring and take on a 
matador. “Is it OK if it's not my dream” 
the young Ferdinand asks. No, he's told 
You're either a fighter or you're meat 
After his father disappears, our bullish 

conscientious objector manages 10 escape 

and ends up in a peaceful flower farm 
lovingly A oy care of by a young girl 
Good for Ferdinand, but bad for the film 
makers, who have more than another hour 
more to fill 

Enter a cavalcade of strange and bewil 
dering creatures: three crafty hedgehogs. 
three condescending Lipizzaner horses 
and an unhinged goat called | 4 Lupe Kate 
McKinnon voices the goat and her perfor 
mance is Robin Williams-in-"Aladdin 
level work A film that was overly dark 
suddenly gets an infusion of silliness and 
comic genius 
We take a few detours there's a bril 

liant dance competition between break 
dancing bulls and the prancing horses; 
an unorthodox running of the bulls, this 
time with the animals chased by bad guys 
through the streets on Segways; and an 
utterly wonderful interpretation of a bull 
in a china shop 

Ferdinand is the only bull to realize 

MARK 
KENNEDY 

Associated Press 

that the entire bullfighting game is fixed 
and tnies to convince his peers to flee (the 
voice actors include a very good Peyton | 
Manning yes, that Peyton Manning 
as a bull prone to vomiting, and a hysten- | 
cal David Tennant as a very hairy Scottish 
bull) 

Ferdinand rescues some of his pais from | 
the “chop shop™ — note: seeing this with 
your kids may become uncomfortable if 
you promised hamburgers afterward 
then sacrifices himself for the good of 
the group and ends up facing the mean 
est matador in all of Spain in the ring in 
Madrid Will he finally fight? Will he die 
for his convictions” 

There are a few weird notes. It's a little 
strange to hear the Ferdinand we grew up 
with under a Spanish cork tree now have a 
SoCal surfer accent, saying he's “stoked,” 
“hold that thought” and “this is some next 
level stuff” He also does that weird thing 
where he talks to fellow animals but 1s 
mute when it comes to communicating 
with humans 

And the musical choices are a little 
odd. Nick Jonas offers the new scanng 
ballad “Home" and the Colombian artist 
Juanes delivers with “Lay Your Head On 
Me." But did we really need the uncarth 
ing of the 20-year-old “Macarena™ And 
Pitbull’s overexposed “Freedom” makes 
little sense here unless it's because of the 
pun on his name. It would have been nice 
10 have a more Spanish-heavy soundtrack 

Still. for all its problems. this is a film 
with world-class animation, revealing 
everything from astonishingly rich crowd 
scenes to rusty details on an old pail. The 
animators have managed to make wet fur 
feel tactile and show the headlights of cars 
bouncing off other cars 

So for the overall message of the film 
“Live your own life” — plus the rich 

animation and the completely looney 
McKinnon, we have one word: Ole! 

“Ferdinand,” a 20th Century Fox re 
lease, is rated PG by the Motion Picture 
Association of America for “rude humor, 
action and some thematic elements.” Run 
ning time: 107 minutes. **& 

MPAA definition of PG Paremtal guid- 
ance suggested Some material may not be 

suitable for children 

Midland-Odessa Symphony & Chorale Pre
sents 

[INGLE BRASS 

December 17, 2017 | 3:00 PM 

Rea-Greathouse Recital Hall 

TICKETS 

Mike Santorelli 

Eric Baker - trumpet 

Nicholas Conn - trombone 

Scott Millichamp - horn 

trumpet 

MOSC.ORG | 800-514-3849 | OR AT THE DOOR 

$15 GENERAL ADMISSION | STUDENTS FREE 

MésC Midland Symphony Guild Elizabeth Prentice 

From Page | 

VIII wanting more of. The 
downside in a story that 
gis its characters around 

galaxy is that the new 
generation of Star Wars 

ists hasn't had 
the small 

that would shape 
characters — close-ups 
that their forerunners were 
afforded. Even after two 
films, Rey is more of an 
uns sprite than a 
fl -out person. 

But “The Last Jedi,” as 
if with a wind against its 
back, gathers momentum 
By breaking down some 
of the old mythology, 
Johnson has staked out 
new territory. For the first 

moving. 
Much of that sense of 

progress comes in the 
el of Rose Tico (a 
superlative Kelly Marie 
Tran), a maintenance 
worker who's thrust into a 
ivotal role in the rebel- 
ion. It’s she who voices 
the film's abiding message, 
one that — as the first 
“Star Wars” film of the 
Trump era — has affecting 
resonance. The Resistance 
will win, she says, “not 
fighting what we hate” but 
“saving what we love.” 

In a pop culture jug- 
germaut as imposing as 
Star Wars, these moments 
carry more meaning than 
they would sisewhere 
After long skating around 

meant to be or not — has 
the tenor of a rallying cry 
Johnson has fully inter- 
nalized a single line of 
dialogue from “The Return 
of the Jedi” — “You rebel 
scum,” said with disdain 
by a Nazi-like lieuten- 
ant — and turned it into a 
badge of pride 

“Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi,” a Walt Disney Co 
release, is rated PG-13 
by the Motion Picture 
Association of America 
for “sequences of sci-fi 
action and violence.” Run- 
ning time: 152 minutes. 
L232 2+ 

MPAA Definition of 
PG-13: Parents strongly 
cautioned. Some material 

time in a long time, a “Star 
Wars” film feels forward 

Heat INDEX 
From Page | 

track in the United States alone. Openers 
Geru y su Legion 7 have been touted by 
Pandora as an act to look out for in 2018 

& p.m. Saturday at 12610 State Highway 
191. 360 haciendamidland com 

anythin, 
Last J 

“JincLE Brass” with 
Lone Stan Baass 

This annual holiday show is an intimate 
affair with big sound. The brass ensemble 
of the MOSC performs its annual concert 
that's often a sellout. In fact, you could 
head here after the Brunch Market for an 
eventful day to cap off the weekend. 

3 p.m. Sunday at Rea-Greathouse Re 
| cital Hall, 1310 N. Farm-to-Market Road 
| 1788. $15. MOSC .org 

“Tre MeswucaNuTCRACKER! 
Tre CHANUKAH "aT 

| ReGaL Taw. Crry Staoium 14 

With Hannukah underway, enjoy this 

political, 
" — whether it's 

The may be inappropriate for 
children under 13 

screening of the musical comedy that 
mixes Tchaikovsky's “Nutcracker Suite™ 
with dancing dreidels, singing sufganiyot 
and other holiday traditions. The show 
also touches on the first Hannukah and 
pays tribute 10 the eight nights with eight 
stones 

7 p.m. Tuesday at Tall City Stadium 14 
4915 SW Loop 250 N. $17.28. fathom 

events. com 

Decemsen Brunch 
MARKET DOWNTOWN 

How does chicken and waffles amid 
downtown sound” With food trucks and 

local vendors, Brunch Market is quickly 
becoming a hotspot. This second event 
will feature more than 30 local vendors 
and food trucks offering a brunch menu 
and outdoor seating. New food truck 
Bus 22 is expected to be among the food 
vendors; their Mexican Scotch Egg 1s all 
the rave 

11 am.-3 p.m. Sunday at 3| 
rado St 

2 W. Colo 

“Tay 
THE GEORGE W. BUSH 

Chilellood Home 
» A PRESIDENTIAL SITE TDENTIAL SITE 

10 AM-5 PM Tues-Sat, 2-5 PM Sun 

(Tours given until 4:30) 

1412 W. Ohio, Midland, TX 

432-685-1112 

www.bushchildhoodhome.org 
fan us on facebook & twitter 

FREE - Laura Bush Literacy Program reading 

event, Thursday, Dec. 14th, from 4:30-5:30 PM 

in our Visitor Center for kids of all ages. We will 

read several books including “It’s Christmas”. 

Each child will get a free copy of the feature 

book, snacks and a gift from Whataburger! 

Call 685-1112 to reserve a space 

Sponsors: Whataburger, The Texas Pecos Trail 
Region, & The Morrow Family Foundation 

FREE Books for Kids 
Bring your kids by our office any day we’re open to 
pick out a free book from our Laura Bush Literacy 
Bookshelves. Limit one per day per child. 

Please note the date change! 
Reading events are usually on the 3rd Thursday 

each month, but due to the proximity to Ch 
this event has been moved up by one week. 



‘THE DISASTER 

‘The Disaster Artist’ is 
James Franco's gonzo 
look at Tommy 

Tommy Wiseau's “The Room™ has 
held pride of place since its pre 

miere in 2003. A turgid melodrama 
with baffling dialogue, dangling 
subplots and a histrionic streak, “The 
Room” initially bombed people at 
the Los Angeles premiere reportedty 
demanded their money back but 
word soon spread among the so-bad 
it’s-good crowd. Eventually, “The 

I; the history of bad movies. 

Franco), a star of “The Room” who 

Wiseau 
his own weird logic both on-screen 
(he punctuates a tragic monologue 
with laughter) and behind the camera 
(he builds replicas of real locations 
near the real locations). It's all great 
fun, thanks partly to Seth Rogen's 
Sandy Schklair, an increasingly exas 
perated script supervisor 
When the premiere audience howls 

with laughter at Wiseau's master 
piece, Sistero cheers up his friend 

Room” became a cult hit, a film-geck 
badge of honor and even a video 
game 

One of those cultists, James 
Franco, has directed a biopic of sorts 
called “The Disaster Artist” and cast 
himself as Wiseau, the notoriously 
bizarre writer-director-producer-star 
of “The Room.” It’s a case of one 
auteur playing another, and though 
the project sometimes seems a little 
meean — a Hollywood star playing a 
failed aspirant there's also some 
thing affectionate about it. Franco 
100, has had his Wiseau moments, as 
anyone who saw his groaniag 2013 
drama “Child of God” can tell you 

“The Disaster Artist” is based on 
a memoir by Greg Sistero (Dave 

met Wiseau in San Francisco at an 
acting class. Franco's Wiseau cuts a 
strange figure -— droopy-eyed and 
raven-haired, with stilted English and 
a geographically uncertain accent 

but his fearlessly awful recital of 
the “Stella” scene from “A Streetcar 
Named Desire” greatly impresses 
the shy Sistero. The two move to 
Los Angeles (Wiseau, oddly, has an 
empty apartment there), but their 
acting careers stall. In a moment of 
terrible inspiration, Wiseau decides 
to make his own film 

Wiseau has enough money Just 
how is still a mystery to hire a 
cast and crew for his “real Holly 
wood movie” The shoot becomes a 
gonzo farce in which Wiseau follows 

with this rather beautiful observa 
tion: “Look how much fun they're 
having.” In the end, “The Disaster 
Artist” decides that the only bad 
movies are the ones that fail to bring 
us joy. “The Room" certainly can’t 
be accused of that 

“Tre Disaster Armist’ 
35 stars 
Cast: James Franco, Dave Franco, 

Seth Rogen. 
Rated R (language, some sexuality 

and nudity) 
Running time: 1:43 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 

Rock Hall 2018 class: Nina Simone, 
Bon Jovi, Moody Blues, Dire Straits 

By Mesfin Fekadu 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK Iconic singer Nina Simone and New 
Jersey rockers Bon Jovi lead the 2018 class of Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame inductees, which includes four first 
time nominees 

The Cars, as well as first-time contenders Dire Straits 
The Moody Blues and Sister Rosetta , also are part 
of the 2018 class announced Wednesday will be 
inducted April 14 in Cleveland 
The six inductees were chosen from a group of 19 

nominees, including Radiohead, who were expected to 
enter in the Rock Hall in their first year of eligibility, but 
didn’t make it 

Tharpe, a pioneering guitarist who performed a 
music and was known to some as “the godmother of 
rock ‘n’ roll.” will be inducted with the “Award for Early 
Influence ~ She died in 1973. The other five acts will be 
inducted as 
The jazzy and soulful Simone, also a first-time nomi- 

nee, was a leader in for civil ri and influ- 
enced the likes of Alicia Keys and Franklin before 
her death in 2003 
Bon Jovi, first nominated in 2011 and again this h 

have sold more than 120 million albums and launc! 
No. | hits with “Livin’ on a Prayer,” “You Give Love a 
Bad Name,” “Bad Medicine” and “1'll Be There for You.” 

haven't spoken to Sambora since he left the group four 
years ago, but said he invites the performer, along with 
Such, 10 be part of the Rock Hall festivities 
“(Sambora) had things he had to deal with and (he) 

didn’t show up anymore. | that,” Bon Jovi said 
“He's absolutely invited and will be asked to participate 
in every aspect, including the , as will Alex 
Such ... and they'll be 10 join the band, the current 
band, onstage. They'll be most welcomed.” 

In another interview Wednesday with the AP, Sambora 
said he accepts Bon Jovi's offer: “Sure, of course. There's 
a lot 10 have gratitude for. There's no malice. | have no 
malice toward anybody. There's none of that — that's for 
sure 

“1 don't take one minute for granted. | wake up and I'm 
2 happy dude,” added Sambora, who will release a new 
EP on Friday under his duo with guitarist Orianthi called 

FILM CAPS 

“A Bad Moms Christmas” (R) Three mothers face 
the most daunting holiday — coupled with visits from 
their own moms — in this sequel to the 2016 comedy. 
With Mila Kunis, Kristen Bell, Hahn, jay Hernan- 
dez, Cheryl Hines, Peter h Baranski, 
Susan Sarandon. Written and by Jon Lucas & 
Scott Moore. 

“Coco” { A young boy with musical aspirations 
visits the Land of the Dead. Voices of Gael Garcia Bernal, 
Anthony Gonzalez, Benjamin Bratt, Renee Victor. Directed 
by Lee Unkrich. Co-directed by Adrian Molina. 

Home 2” (PG-13) Sensitive stepdad Will 
Ferrell and macho dad Mark Wahlberg return in this se- 
quel to the 2015 comedy, this time dealing with the arrival 
of their own fathers just in time for Christmas. With Linda 
Cardellini, john Cena, john , Mel Gibson. Written 
by Sean Anders & john Morris, on characters cre- 
ated by Brian Burns. Directed by Anders 

“The Disaster Artist” (R) James Franco's shrewd, 
comedy re-creates 

ing captured Voices of john Cena, Kate McKinnon, Gina 
Inspired by a book by Munro Leaf and Robert 

Lawson. Directed by Carlos Saldanha. 

“Just Getting Started” (PG-13) Rivals at a Palm 
Springs seniors resort ¢ for the attention of an 
attractive newcomer. With Freeman, Tommy Lee 
Jones, Rene Russo. Written and directed by Ron Shelton 

“Justice League” (PG-13) Batman and Wonder 
Woman recruit a team of to defend the 
planet a new threat With Ben Affleck, Henry Cavill 
Gal Raymond Fisher, jason Momoa, Ezra Miller. 
Written by Chris Terrio and Joss Whedon; story by Terrio 
& Zack Snyder, based on characters from DC Entertain 

| ment, Superman created by jerry Siegel and joe Shuster. 
Directed by Snyder. 

“Lady Bird" (R) As warm as it is smart, and it is very 
smart, this portrait of a high schoo! senior year marks 
actor-screenwriter Greta Gerwig's superb debut as a solo 
director and yet another astonishing performance by star 
Saoirse Ronan 

“The Meyerowitz Stories (New and Selected)” 
(NR) Three adult siblings grapple 
domineering father has on them. With Adam Sandler, Ben 
Stiller, Dustin Hoffman, Emma Thompson, Elizabeth Marvel, 
Grace Van Patten. Written and directed by Noah Baum- 
bach. Streaming on Netflix 

a udismed’ CR) owe fairies = So blah one 
white — struggle to Aho hiissiuipps Ouics saver fim 
Crow laws during World War II. With Mulligan, Gar- 
rett Hedlund, Mitchell, Mary |. Blige, jonathan Banks, 
jason Clarke, Morgan Written by Virgil Williams and 
Dee Rees, based on a novel by Hillary jordan. Directed by 
Rees. Streaming on Netflix 

“Murder on the Orient Express” (PG-13) Ken- 
neth Branagh directs and stars in a that plays out 
Bh il csuat Brpa-Au Pesaligs © Willem 

Lethe dom riche Praha Richey wren Leste Jr. Michelle . Daisy Ridley Written by 
Michael Green. based on the novel by Agatha Christie 

“Star Wars: The Last jedi” (PG-13) 
her search for the truth behind the Force in 
With Daisy Ridley, Adam Driver, john Boyega, Isaac, 
Mark Hamill, Carrie Fisher. Written and directed by Rian 
Johnson; based on characters created by George Lucas. 

“Thor: Ragnarok” (PG-13) Chris Hemsworth stars 

continues 
vil 

Pearson: story by Craig Kyle & 
son, based on the Marvel Comic. Directed by Taika Waititi 

“Three Billboards Outside 

“Wonder” (PG) The facial differences that a fifth. 
grader was born with 
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432-522-1117 All Types of Roof and Roof repair ® Free Estimates Mantion this ad. and receive $300.00 
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SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!!! www. HartmanRoofing.com repair of $200.00 or more 

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE 

CLASSIC PEANUTS 

Eee] unas 
: “pn 

allel, “Sid il 
5 

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE 

Ci 



WEEKENDER PUBLISHES A PORTION OF THE RESTAURANT GUIDE PACH WEEK. ENTRER PRICE RANGE IS BASED ON THE AVERAGE ENTREE PRICE ON THE MENU: 
$= 81-10, $8 = $10-20 AND $$$ « $20 Or MORE. RESTAURANTS ARE GIVEN A GENERAL RATING BASED ON QUALITY OF FOOD, SERVICE, CLEANLINESS, ATMOSPHERE AND OVERALL EXPERIENCE. 

| SPOON = POOR, 2 SPOONS = AVERAGE, 3 SPOONS = ABOVE AVERAGE, 4 SPOONS = GOOD AND § SPOONS = EXCELLENT. 

Mi PIACI ITALIAN ZUCCHI'S ITALIAN RISTORANTE 
1541 Jorn Ben Ssrmann Pascwir, Ooessa | 550-7443 2607 N. Gaanovew Ave, Ooessa | 432-362-8060 

CHUCK E. CHEESE'S PAPA MURPHY'S TAKE ‘N’ BAKE PIZZA LUCIANO'S 
4703 Loor 250 Fronmacs Ro. | 697-2322 4416 Buanwooo Ave, Sure 113] 699.7272 4511 N. Moss Row | 689-2244 

ITALIAN & PIZZA 

CARINO'S Classic italian chain 
restaurant serving familiar & mod- 
ern fare in a family-friendly setting 
Try the Spicy Chicken Romana 
4711 Loop 250 Frontage Rd. 520- 
7600 | carinos.com | $3 | 4 spoons 

CHUCK E. CHEESE'S Kid- 
friendly chain known for its arcade 

games, pizza parties, play zones & 

mouse mascot. Perfect for the kids 
birthday parties, not so great for 

date night. 4703 Loop 250 Frome- 
age Rd. 697-2322 | chuckecheese 
com/storedetalis/t/midland/928 | 
$ | 2 spoons 

CICIS allan chain offering 
buffets with an array of specialty 

pizzas, plus simple pastas and sal- 

ads The chain places an emphasis 

on its affordability so you can eat 

a lot for not a lot of money. 2106 

Rankin Hwy. 685-3020 | heep://bit 
y/2kSVSX | § | 2 spoons 

DOMINO'S PIZZA inconsis 

tency is the chain's biggest flaw but 
when it's good, it's fantastic. The 
newest location at 503 E. inter. 
state 20 is also the first Domino's 
Pizza Theater in town, where 
customers can dine inside the 
restaurant, watch their food being 
prepared and watch television in 

the dining room. The other loca- 
tions offer carryout and delivery 
606 N Big Spring St. 685-3030, 
3300 W. iilinols Ave. 699-3030, 
4519 N. Garfield St 689-3030 311) 
Faudree Road 362-3030 | dominos. 

com | § | J spoons 

FIREHOUSE SUBS National chain with 

DOUBLEDAVE'S PIZZA. 
WORKS Chain counter-serve 
pizzoria known for its Peproni Rolls 
and make-your-own pizzas. 1208 N 
Loop 250W #100,618-3283 | $8 | 
3 spoons 

FAZOLI'S Casual restaurant 
chain known for baked pastas, subs, 

pizza and other italian fare. We rec- 
ommend the Three-Cheese Tortellini 
Alfredo. 4505 Loop 250 Frontage 
Rd. 520-4260 | heep/Mitly/2002GkM 
|'$| 3 spoons 

GATTI'S PIZZA Long-running 
chain delivering ples with a wide 

variety of toppings. plus spicy wings 
and salad Food is served buffet-style 
but fresh pizza doesn’t always seem 

to be a priority. Family-friendly spot 
with a huge game room that’s possi 
bly more popular than the food. 614 
W Wadley Ave. 688-3977 | hep:/ibi 
Iy/252Nned | $8 | 3 spoon 

LITTLE CAESAR'S Carry. 
out chain featuring chicken wings, 
signature breadsticks and pizma 

tossed from housemade dough 
There are three locations serve the 
Tall Cy. 5109'W Wadley Ave #107, 

618-1719, Town & Country Barber 

Shop. 1000 N Mididff Rd. 694-3676. 

2106 Rankin Hwy #100, 618-8776 | 
letlecaesars.com | § | 2 spoons 

LUCIANO’S Take 2 break from 
shopping for pizza, pasta, calzones or 

cheesecake. Luciano’s serves italian 
food in the Midland Park Mall food 
court Try the calzone with pep- 

peroni, ham, morzarella and ricotta 
cheeses or go for a piece of stuffed 

gourmet pizza. 451 | N. Midiaff Road 

| 689-2244 | § | 4 spoons 

LUIGKS ITALIAN RESTAU- 
RANT Eat by candlelight at tables 
covered in red and white check- 
ered table clothes in the heart of 
downtown Midland. Go for the pizra 
snack and the antipasto salad. | 11 
N_ Big Spring Se 683.6363 | $5 

in a creamy vodka sauce. 3211 W. 
Wadley Ave. 684-6595 mannysitalian- 
village com| $8 | 5 spoons 

MD PIZZA FACTORY Locally 
owned pirzeria with unique top- 

pings and combinations like chicken 
tertyaki and Genoa pesto chicken 

Lunch specials, senior and teacher 

discounts. 4706 N. Midiaff Road, 
Suite | 682-4440 | § | 3 spoons 

Mi PIACH ITALIAN Trads- 
tional itaktan food restaurant in 
Odessa. The garlic bread and dipping 

sauces make it worth the drive 
from Midland. 2607 N. Grandview 
Ave. Odessa 432-362-8060 | $8 | 4 
spoons 

OLIVE GARDEN ITALIAN 
RESTAURANT Lively, family. 
friendly chain known for its bread- 

JOHN'S 
3201 N. Mower Roo, Sure 110 | 689.0468 

sticks features italian standards 
such as pastas and salads, with a 
full bar. For a delicious change of 
pace, try the calimari for an appe 

tizer and the Zuppa Toscana soup 
instead of the salad. 2705 Loop 250 
Frontage Rd., 687.4400, olivegar- 
den.com | $8 | 4 spoons 

PALIO'S PIZZA CAFE Stop 
by during the lunch hour for a 
personal pizza, pasta or calrone 

plus a salad and drink for around 

$10.You'¥ have money left over for 
a cannoli or cheesecake 2900 W. 

Loop 250 N. 699-1388 | paliospiz 
racafe.com | § | 4 spoons 

PAPA JOHN'S PIZZA Now 
with two locations in Midland, 
this popular chain offers several 
specialty pizzas, including Cheesy 
Chicken Cordon Bleu, Mediter- 
ranean Veggie and Hawaitan BBQ 
Chicken that you can order for 

carryout or delivery by phone or 
online. Make sure you add some 
extra yummy garfic butter dipping 
sauce. 4408 West Loop 250 N. 694. 
7272 and 1901 

Rankin Highway, Suite 110, 684 
4884 | papajohns com | $8 | 3 
spoons 

PAPA MURPHY'S TAKE ‘N' 
BAKE PIZZA Order a pizza with 
whatever toppings you like. Papa 
Murphy's puts it together and you 
take it home and bake it. It's almost 
We home-cooking. 4416 Briar 
wood Ave. Suite 11) 699.7272 | 
papamurphys.com | § | 4 spoons 

PIZZA HUT Four locations 
offer dine-in, carryout and delivery. 
4400 Midland Dr #201, 694.7225. 
427 Andrews Hwy, 682-3302 4320 
Andrews Hwy, 697.5581; 2200 W. 
Wadley Ave._683-2240 | pizzahut 
com | $8 | 4 spoons 

RAY'S ITALIAN BISTRO Of 
fering many standard italian dishes. 
Ray's also offers a wide variety 
of pasta dishes featuring chicken, 
seafood and veal plus pizza. Internet 
reviews rave about the food and 
the service. 2300 W. Wadley Ave. 
682-7297. hexp://bitlyl2rivijd | $8 | 
4 spoons 

TORINO'S Comination pizza 
joint and sports bar. Go for other 
game-time snacks like wings, cheese 
sticks or fried mushrooms. 3303 
N Midiaff #110 218-6943 | § | 4 

spoons 

VENEZIA RESTAURANT 
Fine dining in 2 beautiful atmo- 
sphere. Sit on the patio f there's 

room and enjoy a glass of wine, veal 

piccata and something from the 

impressive dessert table. 2101 W. 
Wadley Ave. #20 | veneziarestau 

rantinfo | $88 | 4 spoons 

ZUCCHI'S ITALIAN RIS. 
TORANTE Well-known Odessa 
restaurant with unique atmosphere 

and distinctive menu. Try the baked 
harvarti in phyflo dough with rasp- 
berry sauce for an appetizer. | 541 
John Ben Sheppard Parkway, Odessa 
550.7443 | $8 | 4 spoons 

SOBW Wau Sv. | 687-1758 

tribute to local firefighters. Try the meatball 
wb or the italian. Order it “lly involved” 
you want afl the veggies, mayonnaise, mustard 
and a pickle shice. 2900 W. Loop 250 N. 689- 
6500 | firehousesubs.com | § | 4 spoons 

JASON'S DELI National chain has a salad 
bar that's hard to beat and a nice selection 
of sandwiches and soups. Plenty of vegetar. 
ian, organic and gluten-free options. 4610 N 
Garfield St. Suite D 1.8 682-2200 | jasonsdelt 
com | § | 4 spoons 

JERSEY MIKE'S SUBS The New jersay- 
based sub shop offers freshly sliced meats and 
special sauces on its made-to-order sand 
wiches. 4400 N. Midland Drive, 695-9990 | 

jerseymikas.com | § | 4 spoons 

JIMMY JOHN'S GOURMET SAND- 
WICHES The chain puts an emphasis on 
freshness of ingredients in its menu selections, 
which includes sandwiches, chips and cooldes. 
3201 N. Midland Road Suite 110 689.0448 | § 
| 4 spoom 

LIVING 360 ORGANICS All organic, 
non-GMO men includes juices, smoothies 
nd acai bowls. Soups change dally. Sandwnch- 

os, wraps and & la carve items are avaliable Try 
the cold quinoa salad and a cup of soup. 3211 
W Wadley Ave. Suite 21 | 262-3411 | ving. 

Wadley Ave. 694-1800 | mealistarsdeli.com | § 

MURRAY'S You're sure to spot someone 
you know at this Midland lunch hotspot. Try 

the cheese soup or the turkado with curly 
fries. Y211 W Wadley Ave. 697.3433 | § | 5 

1 fairly small menu, the chain sticks to classics 
such as ham and cheese, turkey and Swiss 
and roast beef with provolone. The shop also 
features a plethora of salads, cooldes, shakes 
and soups. 1401 N. Loop 250W | 704.5500 | 

$ | Jspoom 

SCHLOTISKY'S Chain serving deh fare, 
such as its original sandwich, specialty 
soups and salads. Two locations: 5211'W 
Wadley Ave., 683-9169; 1109 Andrews Hwy. 
689-2867 | schlotzskys.com | § | 4 spoons 

SMILING MOOSE DELI Open for 
brealdase, lunch and dinner, this deli serves 

nd salads. The namesake sandwich starts with 
ground beef on 2 hoagie bun. 3322 North 
Loop 250 West | 697-3354 | smilingmoosedel 
com |§| 
4 wpoom 

SUBWAY The popular sandwich chain 
has 10 locations in the Tall Cley The many 
offers standurd del fare such as turkey and 
roast beef on your choice of bread slong with 
heart-healthy items, oll sandwiches, 
salads and breakfast SION By 

Ave, 
1.329 Dodson Se. 0 

N Midkiff Road 683.-8132,101 E Longview 
Ave. 685-5090 Westwood Village, 4310 West 
nols Suite | 40 689-3469, 4324 Andrem 
Hwy. 520.0770, 4509 N Big Spring St. 684- 
4058, 4517 Midiond Dr. 699-1991, 3201 Scare 
Highway | 58 683-8132. 2109 5S. Midkiff Road 
684-4533, 4400 N. Midiaff Road | 699-2428 | 
subway.com | $ | J spoons 

SWENSEN'S One menu for sandwiches, 
burgers, patty melts and salads and an entirely 
separate full menu for ice cream. Try the 

a clean atmosphere. 900 W. Loop 250 N. 570. 
7271 swansens.com | § | 4 spoons 

TASTE@S08 Stop by the chic downtown 
cafe for breaidast, lunch or a coffee break We 
recommend the chocolate croissant, Cubano 
Wastie panini and beet and goat cheese salad. 
S08'W. Wall Se. | 687.1755 | castaSOB.com | § 
| 4 oom 

WHICH WICH in addition to custom 
sandwiches, Which Wich also offers shakes, 
cookies and ice cream sandwiches. The restau. 
rant has free WAFL and several sliver chairs 
and tables outside for sunnier days. 100 N 
Main St Suite 400 685.1200 | § | 4 spoons 
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Former Texas great Tommy Nobis dies at 74 
By Paul Newberry 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Tommy Nobis, 
the first player drafted by the 
expansion Atlanta Falcons and 
a hard-hitting middle linebacker 
who was never fully recognized 
for his talents on a struggling 
franchise that failed to make the 
playoffs during his long career, 
died Wednesday. He was 74 

The team said he died at his 
suburban Atlanta home after an 
extended illness with his wife of 
more than SO years, Lynn, at his 
side. Nobis was among hundreds 
of ex-NFL players who struggled 
with physical and cognitive ail 
ments after their careers ended, 
having played in an era when no 
one paid much attention to the 
lingering impact of concussions 
nor thought twice about groggily 
going back on the field after a 
shot to the head 
When the Falcons reached 

the Super Bow! last season, his 
wife told the Houston Chronicle 
she wasn't sure if Nobis had any 
idea what his former team had 
accomplished. 
“We've told him the Falcons 

are in the § Bowl, and we 
wear red and black,” Lynn Nobis 
said. “But it doesn’t seem to 
click. | don’t know if he under- 
stands.” 
A native of San Antonio who 

sported a red-headed crew cut, 
Nobis starred on both sides of the 
line at the University of Texas, 
where his No. 60 is one of six 
numbers retired by the school 
Despite being slowed by a knee 
injury during his senior season, 
he won the Maxwell Award 
as the nation’s best all-around 
player and the Outland Trophy 
as top lineman. He also finished 
seventh in the Heisman Trophy 
balloting — highest among those 
who played defense — and ap 
peared on the cover of Life and 
Sports Illustrated 

“The best defender in college 
football,” SI declared 
ie was drafted first overall by 

the Falcons and also picked by 
his home-state Houston Oilers of 
the American Football League, 
leading to a spirited bidding war 
that drew interest as far away as 
outer space. While orbiting the 
Earth in his Gemini spacecraft, 
astronaut Frank Borman 
whose two sons were ball boys 
for the Oilers — urged Nobis to 
sign with Houston 

“1 hope he comes here,” Bor- 
man said as his spaceship flew 
over Houston during its 59th 
orbit 

Nobis wound up signing with 
Atlanta, becoming the first player 
in franchise history and a be- 
loved figure who would forever 
be known as “Mr. Falcon.” He 
camed NFL rookie of the year 
honors and the first of five Pro 
Bowl berths in 1966, the launch 

Please see NOBIS/4( 

Jam session 

Texas Toch's Zach Smith (11) dunks the ball during an NCAA college basketball game against Kennesaw State, Wednesday in Lubbock 

Evans leads No. 24 Texas Tech over Kennesaw State 
Associated Press 

LUBBOCK Keenan Evans scored 
16 points and No. 24 Texas Tech defeated 
Kennesaw State 82-53 on Wednesday 
night for its first win as a ranked team in 
eight years 

The Red Raiders were ranked 22nd two 
weeks ago when they lost to Seton Hall at 
Madison Square Garden and fell out of the 
Top 25. They returned after handing then- 
No 22 Nevada its first loss last week 

Texas Tech (8-1) rolled to a 42-19 
halftime lead, holding the Owls to 4-of-19 
shooting and outrebounding them 26-10 

Kennesaw State (1-8) shot 13 percent for 
the game 
Tommy Hamilton IV and Zach Smith 

scored | | points each and Justin Gray 
added 10 for the Red Raiders 
James Scott scored 19 points for the 

Owls and Tyler Hooker had 14, going 9 of 
11 on free throws. Kennesaw State made 
more free throws (20) than field goals (14) 

Texas Tech entered the rankings last 
month for the first time since the 2009-10 
season, when the Red Raiders started 9-0, 
were ranked as high as 16th and reached 
the quarterfinals of the NIT. 
Kennesaw State went almost 10 minutes 

without a field goal in the first half and 
trailed 34-9 when that drought ended on 
a jumper by Scott with 4:26 left before 
halftime 

Big picture 

Texas Tech: The Red Raiders knew 
the game against Nevada was a chance to 
redeem themselves for the loss to Seton 
Hall and have a chance 10 retum to the 
rankings. Now that they've done it, they 
have got a good shot at being in the poll 
when Big 12 play starts 

There is a reason why to watch every bowl game 
By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

Atlanta 
North Carolina A&T vs. 
Grambling State, 11 a.m. but there is a chance you were 

not paying attention when the (ABC) 
Poinsettia Bowl passed away 
back in January. If you need 
10 sit down or take a moment 
10 let that settle in, it's OK SWAC 
Somehow, college football 
fans will have to make do with 

Saturday 
Celebration Bowl at 

FCS star Cohen, who 

North Texas 
noon. 

New Orleans Bowl 

watch? One of three 
Conference USA-Sun Belt 

vs. Western Kentucky, 2:30 
p.m. (CBSSN) 

Nw Why watch? Sun Belt-C- 
USA matchup No. 2 features 
2 in WKU's Mike 
rs on the NFL's 

matchups on the first day of radar 
Why watch? Last fans bowl season. By the end 

Bow! between MEAC and 
discovered 

it up with the 

Plek: WESTERN KEN- 
TUCKY 28-17 

Las Bowl 
State n 

va. Organ 2s pen BOS 

teams are in Confer 
ence USA and which teams 
are in the Sun Belt, There will Ne. 28 

Pr NORTH TEXAS 

All-America Texas linebacker Tommy Nobis, left, and Rankin Smith, owner of 
the Atlanta Falcons announce signing of a contract with the team in 

ever drafted by Atlanta in 1968 and a 
hard-hitting linebacker who went on 10 spent his entire 11-year career with the 
team, died Wednesday after an extended liness. the team announced. He was 

JD Martinez 
meets and 
greets, 

Ozuna to 
Cards 
By Ben Walker 
Associated Press 

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla ID 
Martinez has a chance to see in person 
what his monster year is worth 
The free-agent star who hit 303 

with 45 home runs was ready for a 
meet-and-greet session with teams at 
the winter meetings. The Boston Red 
Sox wanted to see him, having hit 
the fewest homers in the majors last 
scason 

“The only reason | think you have 
players talk to owners, presidents and 
general managers is there's a request 
to really get to know the player,” 

t Scott Boras said Wednesday 
™ get to ask questions that they 
can never ask because they're never in 
front of the player.” 

St. Louis added a er bat, 
swinging a deal for Marlins outfielder 
Marcell Ozuna, a person familiar with 
the ations told The Associated 
Press. move came just a few days 
after Miami slugger Giancarlo Stanton 
turned down a trade to the Cardinals 
The bullpen carousel continued to 

turn, foo 

Side-arming Joe Smith moved to the 
World Series champion Houston As 
tros, who wanted a right-hander tough 
on righty hitters after Luke Gregerson 
went to St. Louis 
Seattle ared to close in on Juan 

Nicasio, who led the National League 
with 76 appearances. The New York 
Mets reached a deal with righty An 
thony Swarzak, « famihar with 
the talks told the Ci 
Minnesota boosted its rotation 
for late 2018, at the earliest. The 

Twins agreed to a $10 million, two. 
year contract with former Yankees 
righty Michael Pineda, who had 
Tommy John surgery last July 
Martinez totaled 104 RBIs and a 

1.066 OPS with Detroit and Arizona, 
and his season included a four-homer 

for the Diamondbacks. The 
0-year-old lives in Florida and was 
going 40 hit the meetings before they 
end Thursday. 
The Red Sox need power, a feeling 

Why watch? Get a look at 

ite wiing soo vocog 
into next season: Oregon's 

Please sce BOWLS/AC 

is now 
only 19 FBS-level bowl games Chicago A uw fo 

ae fowst anh Jest age, introduce Yuitte Grambling 4-28 

" ” Cure Bowl st Orlando, a lot of bowls and you should 1 p 
watch one. NORTH CAROLINA Florida 
Why? Glad you asked. ART 24-17. Georgia State (plus 6.5) 



DAILYRUNDOWN 
FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS 

ON THE AIR 
Audi World Cup: Men's 
Super-G, 5 a.m., OLYHD 

Baseball 
Asian Winter League 5th 

Place Game, 4 am, MLB 
Boxing 

Diego De La Hoya vs. Jose 
Salgado, 9:30 p.m. ESPN2 
ESPNDEP 

Golf 
Asian Tour: Indonesian 
Masters, 2nd Round, 11 pm 
GOLF 

School Basketball 
ter Groves (MO) at 

Memphis East (TN), 6 p.m 

ESPN2 
Hockey 

AHL. Cleveland ai San 
Antonio, 7 p.m. FSSW 
Men's College Basketball 
Valparaiso at Northwestern 

7pm, BTN 
Texas Southern at Baylor, 

7.30 p.m., ESPN2 
Men's Soccer 

FA Cup: Hereford vs. Fleet 
wood Town, 1.40 pm, FSP 

National Basketball 
Association 

LA Lakers at Cleveland, 7 
p.m, TNT 

Dallas at Golden State, 9.30 
p.m. TNT 

Florida, 8:30 p.m. ESPN 
RADIO 

National Basketball 
Association 

Dallas at Golden State, 9 30 
p.m. KBST 1490 AM (Big 
Spring) 

WHAT'S ON DECK 

Coahoma at Klondike Tournament 

Coahoma at Sands Tournament 
Midland Christian, Trinity at Buena Vista Tournament 
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this month in New Orleans. 

YOUTH SPORTS 

Newsom brothers selected as 

Offense-Defense All-Americans 
From staff reports 

Brothers Coiten and Ethan Newsom, of Midland, have 
been named as Offense-Defense All-Americans and 
both have been invited to participate in the 12* Annual 
Offense-Defense Bowl Week festivities taking place later 

Colten, 12, is a quarterback, who plays for the GMFL 
Patriots, the four-time GMFL Super Bowl ¢ 
while Ethan, 9, is a center who played for the GMFL 
fourth grade Patriots, the two-time GMFL Super Bowl 
champions 

The brothers both attended an Offense-Defense foot- 
ball camp over the summer and were selected as All- 
Americans among a group of thousands from across the 
country 

The Offense-Defense All-American Bow! is the culmi- 
natien of a week-long worth of event that includes an All- 
Star football game showcasing 88 of the top high school 

| seniors in the country 
Ethan, left, and Colten Newsom, right, have both been selected 
for the Offense-Defense in New Orleans ister this month 

Benn has a goal, 2 assists to lead Stars past Islanders, 5-2 
By Vin A. Cherwoo 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK Tyler 
| Pitlick scored twice and 
Jamie Benn had a goal and 

| two assists to lead the Dal 
| las Stars to a 5-2 victory 
over the New York Island 

| ers on Wednesday night 
Alexander Radulov and 

| Remi Elie also scored 
| for the Stars, who won 
| their second straight after 

a three-game skid. Kan 
Lehtonen stopped 32 shots 
for his 300th career vic 
tory, and John Klingberg 

| had two assists 
Anders Lee scored twice 

for the Islanders, who have 
lost five of seven (2-4 

| 1), and John Tavares and 
| Josh Bailey each had two 

assists. Jaroslav Halak, 
starting for the seventh 

| time in nine games, was 
| pulled near the midpomnt 

By Ben Walker 
Associated Press 

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla As 

of the second period after 
giving up four goals on 20 
shots. Thomas Sreiss came 
on and stopped six of the 
seven shots he faced 

Leading 2-0 after one 
period, the Stars added 
to their lead 1:01 into the 
second. Devin Shore got a 
pass from Klingberg and 
fired a shot from the right 
side that Halak 
However, the rebound ‘went 
n front and Elie fired it 
in before the Islanders’ 
oalie could recover for his 
ourth 
Benn made it 4-0 at 9:21 

as he brought the puck up 
the left side, paused briefly 
above the left circle and 
fired a shot past Halak for 
his 13th 

Greiss came on to re 
place Halak after that 

Josh Bailey hit the inside 
of the right goalpost with 
9 1/2 minutes remaining in 
the second for the Island 

the list.” he saad on a conference call 
“No disrespect of all the other awards, 
because they all mean a lot to me, but 
this means the most.” 

ers, and Casey Cizikas 
also hit a post about three 
minutes later. 

Pitlick made it 5-0 with 
his second of the night 
and fifth of the season just 
21 seconds into the third, 
defiecting a point shot by 
Klingbers past Greiss. 
Benn an assist on the 
play, giving him two goals 
and three assists in his last 
three games 

Lee put in a deflection 
45 seconds later to get 
New York on the score- 
board, and made it 5-2 
with his 19th with 4 12 
minutes remaining, 

Both teams had chances 
in the open period, in 
which the Islanders outshot 
the Stars 15-14 

Halak denied a tip-in 
by Brett Ritche about 2 
172 minutes in and made 
a right pad save on a shot 
by Radulov less than two 
minutes later 

AM 

Lehtonen had a pad 
save on Calvin de Haan 30 
seconds earlier. 
The Stars took a 1-0 lead 

at 7:37 as Dan Hamhuis 
fired a shot from above 
circle that bounced off the 
end boards and came right 
to Pitlick, who put it in 
from the left side for his 
fourth of the season 

Jordan Eberle fired 
a shot that Lehtonen 
knocked down and smoth- 
ered with about 8 minutes 
left. The Stars’ goalie also 
denied Andrew Ladd's at- 
tempt on a rebound in front 
less than a minute later 
and a deflection by Tavares 
in close with a little more 
than five minutes to go 

Radulov made it 2-0 
with 4:14 remaining in the 
first, firing it past Halak 
from outside the righ 
circle in front of the side 
boards for his 10th 

| Costas wins Hall’s Frick Award for baseball broadcasting 

He didn't do baseball then the 
Cardinals had the revered Jack Buck at 

| spinmi 

them 

a boy, Bob Costas took a cross-country 
drive with his dad, delighting in 

the radio dial and hstening 
“th the crackle and static” to 

| broadcasts from far-flung ballparks 
He pulled in the big stations 

WIR in Detroit, KDKA in Pittsburgh, 
WBAL in Baltimore and beyond 
mesmerized by the games 

And the great voices that called 

On Wednesday, Costas joined them 
| Famihar to fans for four decades, he 
| won the Ford C. Frick wand proses 
by the baseball Hall of Fame for broad 
casting excellence 

“Even if you're coming off the 
bench, you ‘re on the same team as Jack 
Buck, Vin Scully, Emie Harwell, Red 
Barber, Harry Caray and Mel Allen.” 
he said, naming a few famed announc 
en. 

The honor was announced at the 
winter meetings. A 28-time Emmy 
Award winner who's called the 
Olympics and several other sports, 
the 65-year-old Costas said he was 
humbled by the award. 
“Because of my love of baseball and 

because of the other names that (won 

Mixing history, anecdotes and analy 
sis, Costas is popular with viewers 
and listeners, using his words to paint 
pictures from the parks. 

“For almost 40 years, Bob Costas 
has presented an incredibly thoughtful 
and informed voice on every game he 
calls for NBC, The Baseball Network 
and MLB Network.” Hall President 
Jeff Idelsc.: said 

“But it's Bob's pure affection for 
baseball that has made him a national 
treasure. From the first day he entered 
our living rooms, Bob became one of 
the national pastimes greatest friends.” 
he said 

Said Costas: “It’s always been my 
favorite sport to broadcast” 

Costas has long carried at 1958 
Mickey Mantle card in his wallet, 
a nod 10 his boyhood hero, the star 
whose games he listened 10 on his tran. 
sistor radio growing up in New York 
They eventually became friends, and 
Costas delivered the ’ 
funeral. Costas later did 
Cardinals Stan Musial 
Costas calls St. Louis home, 

dating to his days at KMOX radio and 
his time play-by-play for the 

eulogy for 

the microphone — and Costas said he 
soaked up those broadcasts 

Costas’ first chance to baseball came 
afler he moved to NBC. And a lucky 
break let him get on the air for the first 
time 
He was assigned a Saturday game at 

Yankee Stadium on the final weekend 
of the 1980 season, working with 
Bobby Valentine. But there was a catch 
to that Tigers-New York tilt on NBC 
It was the backup game, meaning it 
would only be seen if the main game 
didn’t get on the air 

In fact, he said the featured game 
was delayed for four hours by rain, so 
Costas made his big league broadcast 
ing debut 

“I'm sure there was some fan in Ta- 
coma scratching his head and wonder 
ing who the hell is this kid doing this” 
Costas said, , 
Over the years, Costas has handled 
BX and pregame assignments 
at Series, postseason and 
regular season. He's called games and 
been a documentary host for the MLB 
Network for nine seasons, and 
John Smoltz, Jim Kaat, Tony Kubek, 
Bob Uecker and others he's worked 

the Frick Award), this is at the top of 

Meenings 
From IC 

with outfielder Stephen 
Piscotty perhaps heading 
to Oakland 

While Yu Darvish and 
Jake Arrieta remain the top 
free-agent starters on the 
market, CC Sabathia also 
is available 

The 37-year-old lefty, 
who went 14-5 with a 3.69 
ERA last season for the 
Yankees, met this week 
with Toronto. 
“He's a workhorse, 

man,” Blue Jays manager 
John Gibbons said. “He's 
shways pitched well against 
us. One of the great com- 

Spirits of St. Louis in the American 

petitors in the game for a 
number of years. | thought 
he looked strong last year.” 
Sabathia has played 

since 2009 for the New 
York Yankees, who would 
like him to remain 
“He's been a great 
performer for us, and there 
may very well be a chance 

MipLAND HUMANE COALITION 
Upcoming Events 

12/31 Toasting for Tails New Year's Eve Bash 
at DoubleTree 8 pm - 1 am 
tickets: toastingfortails.eventbrite.com 
PLEASE VISIT THE EVENTS SECTION OF OUR WEBSITE 

WWW. MIDLANDHUMANE ORG 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

with throughout his career 

for us to continue work- 
ing together. May not. it's 
a business on both ends,” 
Yankees general 
Brian Cashman said. “He's 
certainly of interest, but 
because of who be is and 
what he continues to do, 
he's of interest elsewhere, 100" 



10 extend its NBA-best winning 
streak 10 11 games. 
The Rockets have won 17 of 

their last 18 games to improve 
10 224, the best record in the 
league. 
Houston led by one late 

in the first before scoring 25 
straight points over the end of 
that quarter and the 
of the second to make it 49-23 

Dwight Howard tied a 
season high with 26 points and 
had 18 rebounds and three 
blocks for the Homets. They ve 
dropped nine of thei last 10 

THUNDER 100 
PACERS 95 

INDIANAPOLIS — Paul 
George made a winning return 
10 Indiana, hittig the clinching 
free throws with 10.7 seconds 
loft in the Oklahoma City Thun- 
der's 100-85 victory over the 
Pacers on Wednesday night 

Steven Adams had 23 points 
and 13 rebounds, and Russell 
Westbrook finished with 10 

the ball back with 15.2 seconds 
left, but committed a tumover 

trade, didn't QO as expected 
George was booed loudly 

during introductions and every 
time he touched the ball Fans 

nly cheered for George when 
he was called for a foul or 
made a mistake and it seemed 
10 take a toll on the four-time 
Al-Star He finished 12 points 
on 3-0f-14 shooting, had two 
rebounds and four tumovers 

Oladipo, the reigning East 
orn Conference player of the 

week, didn't have a typical night 
either He was fi of 26 with five 
rebounds and six assists 

CELTICS 124 
NUGGETS 118 

Patriots sign WR Kenny Britt, Cannon to IR | OL 
By Jimmy Golen 

Associated Press 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass 

New England Patriots have beefed up 
Tom Brady's receiving corps for this 
week's game against the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, adding veteran Kenny Brin 

They'll also get tight end Rob 
Gronkowski back after his one-game 
suspension. Also Wednesday, tackle 

Marcus Cannon was placed on in 
jured reserve 

A second-team AP All-Pro last 

season, Cannon, an alum of Odessa 
High, played in seven of the first 

cight games but missed the last five 
with an ankle injury 

Britt, a 2009 first-round pick out of 

TEXAS COLLEGE BASKETBALL ROUNDUP 
MEN 

NO. 9 TEXAS ASM 113 
SAVANNAH STATE 66 
COLLEGE STATION — Tyler 

Dx recorded a double- 
double before halftime and No 
9 Texas ASM put seven players 
in double figures while rolling 
over Savannah State 113.66 on 

night 
D.J. Hogg led the balanced 

scoring for he Aggies (9-1) 
with 18 pots. Davis overpow- 
ered he smaller Tigers (3-8) 
near he basket, firsshing with 
17 rebounds and 14 points on 

5-0-9 shooting 
A&M produced its 

point total since the 1 

10 points of the first hal, build. 
ng 8 52-33 lead. Sevenneh 
State got no closer than 19 

32
29

78
44
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BOSTON — Kyrie Irving had 
33 points and Boston shot a 
season-high 60 percent from 
the field to rout Denver in the 

Wall had 13 in his return from a 
sore knee 10 help Washington 
hold off Memphis. 

Beal scored 11 points in 
the fourth quarter, hitiing three 
3-pointers. Otto Porter Jr 
added 14 points, and Marcin 
Gortat had 12. Wall missed 

rine ge 0s, with Washington 
oing 4-5 in his absence. 

Andrew Harrison led Mem- 
phis with 20 points, JaMychal 
Green had 15 points and 15 
rebounds. and Marc Gasol had 
15 points and 10 rebounds. The 
Grizzhes have lost five straight 
and 16 out of 17 

TRAIL BLAZERS 102 
HEAT 98 

MIAMI — Damian Lillard 
scored seven of his 18 points in 
the final 3.16, and the Portland 
Tradl Blazers overcame a 
16-point second-half deficit to 
beat Miami and snap a fve- 

game losing streak. 

Liard had only one field 
goal in the first 31 minutes. But 
he converted a three-point play 
put the Trad Blazers ahead to 
stay, 98-95, and sank two free 

throws on their next possession 
for a five-point lead. CJ McCool 
lum scored 28 points for the 
Trail Blazers. 
Miami reserve Wayne E) 

Inglon sank seven 3-ponters 

and scored a season-high 24 

pots. 

PELICANS 115 
BUCKS 108 

NEW ORLEANS — DeMar 
cus Cousins had 26 points and 

Rutgers, was released by Cleveland 
last week in his first season afler 
signing a four-year, $32.5 million 

13 rebounds and New Orleans 
beat Milwaukee. 

The Pelicans turned the 
ball over 21 times, with nine 
committed by Cousins, but the 
mercurial All-Star center came 
through in the clutch with a 
couple of soaring dunks — one 
on a putback and another on 
a cut down the lane — and 
added a 3-pointer with 22 
seconds left that put it virtually 
out of reach. 

PHOENIX — DeMar DeRo- 
zan matched his season high 
with 37 points and Toronto beat 
Phoenix for its seventh victory 

in eight games. 
DeRozan scored 18 points 

n the third quarter and Toronto 
lod by as many as 15 before 
the Suns rallied in the fourth 
Serge baka had 21 points 
and 13 rebounds, and Jonas 
Valanciunas added 20 points 
and 11 rebounds for the Rap- 
tors. Toronto was 3-1 on its 
four-game trip 

Troy Daniels led the Suns 

with a season-high 32 points 
on 11-0f-16 shooting, Including 
7 of 10 on 3-pointers. Phoenix 
was lost five straight and seven 

with star guard Devin Booker 
sidelined by a groin inpury 

ly, it's tough coming in at this point 
mn the year, just trying to learn as 

much as possible and get out there 

Elizabeth Conley’ Houston Chronicle 

of eight — the last four losses Houston Rockets guard Chris Paul (3) drives 10 the basket in the second quater against the Char 
lofte Hornets at the Toyota Center on Wednesday in Houston 

contract in March. He appeared in 
nine games with four starts for the 
Browns, catching | 8 passes for 233 
yards and two touchdowns 

But the Patriots’ corps of wideouts 
1s on the small side, and at 6-foot-3 
215 pounds, Britt gives Brady anoth 
er big target to go with Gronkowski 

“He's a good guy, a joy to be 
around, always upbeat, always smil 
ing ear to ear, a physical guy, obvi 
ously big-bodied guy.” said Patriots 
defensive back Devin McCourty 
who also went to Rutgers 
“I'm excited for him (10 have) the 

opportunity to come here and try to 
catch on.” McCourty said. “Obvious 

The 

Texas ASM center Tyler Davis (34) looks 10 shoot against Savannah State forward Javaris Jenkine | 
(5) during the first half Wednesday in College Station 

range, including 4-0-8 shooting 
from Crawford. Ole Miss out 
rebounded the Bearkats 43-30 
Including 8 team-high nine from 

Britt was plagued by dropped 
passes and penalties with the 
Browns. He was also sent back to 
Cleveland along with fellow wide re 
ceiver Corey Coleman in October for 
missing curfew while the lean was in 
Houston to play the Texans 

“I've played against him. He's a 
pretty good receiver,” Patriots de 
fensive back Stephon Gillmore said 
“I'm glad to have him on my team’ 

The Patriots also re-signed defen 
sive lineman Ricky Jean Franco 
Linebacker Jonathan Freeny and re 

ceiver Berard Reedy were released 
10 make room on the roster 
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ree games 10 20 with only 
one turnover. Moon Ursin 

grabbed a career-high 12 
rebounds | 

McNeese State (4-5) shot | 
18 percent (11 of 81) and didnt | 
make its first two-point field 
908! until the 6:53 mark of the 
second quarter. The Cowgirts 
didn't have a player reach dou 
bie figures, with Gabby Guidry 

2 toam-hgh seven. 
dominated in the 

paint, 50-10, and turned 21 
McNeese State lurmovers into 
23 ports. 

NO. § TEXAS 8 
NORTHWESTERN STATE 44 
AUSTIN — Ariel Atking had 

13 points. seven rebounds 
and Bee steals in only 21 
minutes and No. 8 Texas beat 
Northwestern State 88-44 on 

fe 
REL 1 
points in 19 minutes, and Jade 
Underwood had 11 points 
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From IC 

Justin Herbert 
Pick: OREGON 35-21 

New Mexico Bowl at 
Albuquerque 
Colorado State (minus 

5 1/2) vs. Marshall, 4:30 
p.m. (ESPN) 
Why watch? You can 

learn how to spell Albu 
querque, the only word in 
the English language that 
repeats the letter sequence 
que — which is why you 
have such a hard time 
spelling Albuquerque, by 
the way. Herd and Rams 

much easier 
Pick: COLORADO 

STATE 31-24 

Camellia Bowl at 
Montgomery, Alabama 
Arkansas State (minus 

4) vs. Middle Tennessee, 
8 p.m. (ESPN) 
Why watch? It is this or 

an NFL game between the 
Chiefs and Chargers on 
Saturday night. The winner 
of the Camellia Bow! gets 
a trophy and the players 
will celebrate as if it 1s 
the last meaningful game 
they will ever play because 
for many it will be. The 
winner of Chiefs-Chargers 
might get to host a playoff 
game or something 

Pick: ARKANSAS 
STATE 35-27 

Dec. 19 
Boca Raton (Florida) 

Bowl 
Akron (plus 22 1/2) vs 

FAL, 7 p.m. (ESPN) 
Why watch? Two words 

Lane Tran Lane Kiffin's 
FAU team has won nine 
straight 

Pick: FAU 45-20 

Dec. 20 
Frisco Bowl 
Louisiana Tech (plus 5) 

vs. SMU, 8 p.m. (ESPN) 
Why watch? New SM1 

coach Sonny Dykes will 
coach this game after a 
week on the job. Will he 
even have a card key yet”? 

Pick: SMU 38-1] 

Dec. 21 
Gasparilla Bowl at St. 

Petersburg, Florida 
Temple (minus 7) vs 

FIU, 8 p.m. (ESPN) 
Why watch? Official 

title sponsor: Gasparilla 
Bad Boy Mowers. Finally 
lawn care gets a bow! 10 
replace the Poulan Weed 
cater Independence 

Pick: TEMPLE 31-20 

Dec. 22 
Bahamas Bowl at 
Nassau 

Ohio (minus 7 1/72) vs. 
UAB, 12:30 p.m. (ESPN) 
Why watch? One of the 

Nosis 
From 1C 

of an | | -year career spent 
entirely with the Falcons 

No. 60 has never been 
worm by any other At 
lanta player. Nobis was 
among the initial inductees 
nto the team’s “Ring of 
Honor™ in 2004 
Former Falcons coach 

Dan Reeves, who entered 
the league a year ahead of 
Nobis and became good 
friends, called him “the 
best middle linebacker 
| ever played against in 
my time” — an ere that 
included Hall of Famers 
such as Dick Butkus and 
Ray Nitschke 

“Tommy could play the 
run and the pass.” Reeves 
said. “Butkus was really 
good against the run, but 
Tommy could do both re 
ally good. He never came 
out of the game. Nitschke 
was good, but he was with 
a great team.” 

Nobis never got the 
chance to play for a great 
NFL team, which is likely 
the main reason he was 

over for the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame 
The Falcons had only two 
winning seasons in his 
career and only came close 
to making the playoffs in 
1973 

“The fact that he’s not in 
is really a tragedy,” Reeves 
said. “But they go so much 
by the team, by winning. 
They just didn’t have that 

best stories of the season 
comes to a conclusion as 
UAB, after a two-year pro- 

hiatus, goes for the 
rst bow! victory in school 

his! 
Piek: UAB 28-24 

Famous Idaho Potato 
Bowl at Boise, Idaho 
Central Michigan (plus 

1) vs. Wyoming, 4 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Why watch? Draftnik? 

Three hours of assessing 
Cowboys QB Josh Allen's 
draft stock — whether he 
plays or not — should hold 
you over until the Senior 
Bowl 

Pick: WYOMING 23 
17 

Dec. 23 
Birmingham (Ala- 

bama) Bowl 
No. 23 South Florida 

(minus 2 1/2) vs. Texas 
Tech, noon (ESPN) 
Why watch? Last college 

game for USF QB Quinton 
Flowers, who has been one 
of college football's most 
exciting players for the last 
three years. 
Pick: USF 35-31 

Armed Forces Bowl at 
Fort Worth 
San Diego State (minus 

7) vs. Army, 3:30 p.m. 

(ESPN) 
Why watch? Army had 

four games in which it did 
not complete a pass. San 
Diego State has 2,000-yard 
rusher and All-American 
Rashaad Penny. After 
watching what figures to 
be a 4 172-hour scorefest 
between USF and Texas 
Tech, this game could be 
done in under three hours 

Pick: SAN DIEGO 
STATE 24-21 

Dollar General Bowl at 
Mobile, Alabama 
Appalachian State 

(plus 7 172) vs. Toledo, 7 
p.m. (ESPN) 
Why watch? Toledo's 

Jason Candle is the coach 
you will want your favorite 
Power Five school to hire 
next season 

Pick: TOLEDO 33-24 

Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl at Hono- 

lulu 
Fresno State (plus 2 

172) vs. Houston, 8:30 
p.m. (ESPN) 

Why watch? After 
laboring through putting 
together that dollhouse on 
Christmas Eve, you can 
watch offensive linemen 
struggling to block Hous 
ton star defensive tackle Ed 
Oliver and not feel so bad 
At least you had instruc 
hors. 

Pick: FRESNO STATE 

for leading a fourth-down 
stop at the goal line on Joe 
Namath to preserve a 21 
17 victory over top-ranked 
Alabama in the 1965 
Orange Bow! 
“When you're one of 

the six numbers retired in 
the long. proud history of 
Texas football, your legacy 
ns something special,” said 
former Texas coach Mack 
Brown. “Coach Royal 
told me many times that 
Tommy was one of the 
best players he had ever 
coac or seen. He was as 
physically dominant of a 
linebacker as the game will 
ever have.” 

As an NFL rookie, Nobis 
was credited unofficially 
with a 296 solo 
and tackles — an 
average of more than 21 per 
game that remains the fran- 
chise record. He also had 12 
career interceptions, retum- 
ing two for touchdowns. 
Afr his playing days 

were over, Nobis spent 
another three decades in the 
Falcons front office and be- 
came well known in Atlanta 
for running a charitable or- 
ganization that provided 

job training to people with 

“We will always be 
grateful for his many 
contributions to our team 
and "Falcons 
owner Arthur said in 
a statement. 

Nobis" individual bril- 
liance was overshadowed 

24-21 

Dec. 26 
Hezrt of Dallas Bowl 
West Virginia (plus 

7) vs. Utah, 1:30 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Why watch? You just 

went a whole day without 

“Pec UTan 2617 
Quick Lane Bowl at 

Detroit 

Northern Iilinols (plus 
51/2) vs. Duke, 5:15 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Why watch? NIU took a 

running back, turned him 
into a defensive end and 
Sutton Smith ended up 
leading the nation in tack 
les for loss for 28.5 

Pick: DUKE 21-14 

Cactus Bowl at Phoe- 
nix 
Kansas State (minus 2) 

vs. UCLA, 9 pm. (ESPN) 
Why watch? The days of 

watching the Bruins under- 
achieve are likely dwin- 
dling with Chip Kelly now 
at UCLA. Enjoy it while 
you can, Trojans fans 

Pick: KANSAS STATE 
24-21 

Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl at 

Sh , Louisiana 
Sow M 

(plus 15 1/2) vs. Florida 
State, 1:30 p.m. (ESPN) 
Why watch? Find out 

how just how excited the 
Seminoles are to be in 
Shreveport 

Pick: FLORIDA STATE 
38-17 

Pinstripe Bow! at New 
York 
Boston College (plus 

3) va. lowa, 5:15 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Why watch? Does a col 

lision between BC RB AJ 
Dillon and lowa LB Josey 
Jewell sound like an Aaron 
Judge home run in Yankee 
Stadium? 

Pick: BOSTON 

COLLEGE 23-21 

Foster Farms Bowl at 
Santa Clara, California 

Arizona (minus 3 1/2) 
vs. Purdue, 8:30 p.m. 
(FOX) 
Why watch? Anzona 

QB Kahlil Tate and you 
don’t have to stay up past 
your bedtime or have the 
Pac-12 Network 

Pick: PURDUE 35-33 

Texas Bowl at Houston 
Texas (plus 3) vs. Mis- 

sourl, 9 p.m. (ESPN) 
Why watch? You miss 

the old Big 12 
Pick: MISSOURI 11-24 

Dec. 28 

aryland 
(pick’em) vs. 

Navy, 1:30 p.m. (ESPN) 
watch? The NCAA 

only started keeping track 
of tackling statistics in 
2000, but the FBS record 
for most in a is 26 
Cavaliers LB Micah Kiser 
againn an option offense? 

a 
Pick: VIRGINIA 27-24 

Camping World Bow! 
at Orlando, Florida 

Ne. 17 Okishoma State 
(minus 4 1/2) vs. No. 22 
Virginia Tech, 5:15 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Why watch? The first 

bow! matching Top 25 
teams. It’s like breaking 
through the ‘wall’ while 
running a marathon. Ex 
cept on your couch 

Pick: OKLAHOMA 
STATE 34-24 

Alamo Bowl at San 
Antonio 
Stanford (plus 2 1/2) vs. 

TCU, 9 p.m. (ESPN) 
Why watch? Bryce Love 

has 12 runs of at least 50 
yards this season. Only 
one other TEAM had that 
many in the regular season 

Pick: TCU 28-24 

Holiday Bowl at San 

Washington State (mi- 
nus 2) vs. Michigan State, 
9 p.m. (FOX) 
Why watch? You might 

get relationship advice 
from Cougars coach Mike 
Leach 

Pick: MICHIGAN 
STATE 24-21 

Friday 
Belk Bowl at Charlotte, 

North Carolina 
Wake Forest (minus 3) 

vs. Texas A&M, | p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Why watch? Did you 

know Texas A&M gave 
Jimbo Fisher a 10-year, 
$75 million contract? Well, 
you will after this game 
because we're going to 
hear a lot about the Aggies 
new coach 

Pick: WAKE FOREST 
15.24 

Sun Bowl at El Paseo, 
Texas 
North Carolina State 

(minus 6 %) vs. Arizona 
State, 3 p.m. (CBS) 
Why watch? Wolfpack 

All-America defensive end 
Bradley Chubb is a de 
stroyer of offensive game 
plans, stealer of quarter 
back towels and has been 
known to break dance after 
victories = Total package 

Pick: N.C STATE 11 
21 

for Northwestern RB Jus- 
tin Jackson, who at barely 
200 has 1,231 

from scrimmage in 
his career, fourth-most in 
FBS history. 

Pick: NORTHWEST- 
ERN 27-23 

Arizona Bowl at Tuc- 
son, Arizona 
New Mexico State (plus 

4) vs. Utah State, 5:30 
p.m. (CBSSN) 
Why watch? It has been 

57 years since New Mexi- 
co State played in a bow! 
And the last time was also 
against Utah State 

Pick: NEW MEXICO 
STATE 35-30 

Cotton Bowl Classic at 
Arlington, Texas 
Southern California 

( 7 172) vs. Ohio 
State, 8:30 p.m. (ESPN) 
Why watch? Either of 

these teams would have a 
legitimate chance to win 
the playoff if they had 

it Oh, yes, they 
would 

Pick: OHIO STATE 
31-27 

Dec. 30 
TaxSlayer Bowl at 

Jacksonville, Florida 
Louisville (minus 6 

4) va. Mississippi State, 
Noon (ESPN) 
Why watch? We will 

miss Louisville's Lamar 
Jackson when he is gone 
from college footbail and 
some bad NFL team is 
having him throw 3-yard 
outs on third-and-5 

Pick: LOUISVILLE 
31-21 

Liberty Bowl at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee 
Towa State (minus 3 %) 

vs. Memphis, 12:30 p.m. 
(ABC) 
Why watch? In a few 

years, when lowa State's 
Matt Campbell, 38, and 
Memphis’ Mike Norvell, 
36, are coaching against 
cach other in a playoff 
game, you can say, ‘Hey, | 
remember watching these 
guys in that Liberty Bow!” 
PICK: IOWA STATE 

35.31 

Fiesta Bowl at Glen- 
dale, Arizona 
Washington (plus 2) 

vs. Penn State, 4 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Why watch? Two tradi 

tion-nich programs meeting 
for just the third time. This 
1s what bowls used to be 

Pick: PENN STAT 

Orange Bowl at Miami 
Gardens, Florida 
Wisconsin (minus 6 %) 

vs. Miami, 8 pm. (ESPN) 
Why watch? Tumover 

chain. 
Pick: WISCONSIN 

24.16. 

Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl at 

Ta Florida 
Michigan (minus 7 %) 

vs. South Carolina, Noon 
(ESPN2) 
Why watch? Michigan 

could beat a team with a 
winning record for the first 
time this season. Or not 

Pick: MICHIGAN 28 
17 

Peach Bowl at Atlanta 
UCF (plus 9 1/2) vs. 

Auburn, 12:30 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Why watch? Either the 

Knights pull a Boise-type 
a and claim they were 
playoff snubbed or they 
flop and all the Power Five 
snobs can say, “We told 
you so.” 

Pick: AUBURN 42-35 

Citrus Bowl at Orlan- 
do, Florida 
Notre Dame plus 3s 

LSU, 1 p.m. (ABC) 
Why watch? If the Fight 

ing Irish lose, somehow 
coach Brian Kelly will 
have directed a five-win 
turnaround and still man- 
aged to leave Notre Dame 
fans disappointed. 

Pick: LSU 28-20 

Rose Bowl (CFP 
Semifinal) at Pasadena, 
California 
Oklahoma (plus 2) 

vs. Georgia, 5:10 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Why watch? Baker 

Mayfield and Oklahoma's 
ndiculous offense vs 
Roquan Smith and Geor 
gia’s nasty defense 

Pick: GEORGIA 35-28 

Sugar Bowl (CFP 
Semifinal) at New Or- 
leans 
Clemson (plus 3) vs. 

Alabama, 8:45 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Why watch? Did you 

see the last two times these 
teams played? 

Pick: CLEMSON 21-17 

Jan. 8 
College Football 

Playoff Championship at 
Atlanta 
Clemson (TBD) vs 

Georgia, 8 p.m. (ESPN) 
Why watch: This is the 

last college football game 
until Labor Day weekend 

Pick: CLEMSON 23.20 

| AP DIVISION Il ALL-AMERICA FOOTBALL TEAM 
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By Schuyler Dixon 
Associated Press 

IRVING — Commis 
sioner Roger Goodell 
views the agreement 
reached on an extension 
last week as his fins! con 
tract overseeing the NFL, 
a league spokesman said 
Wednesday. 
Goodell's extension 

through 2024 will allow 
him to help negotiate a 
new labor deal wien the 
current collective bargain- 
ing agreement expires in 
2021, and have a in 
talks over new broadcast 

« 

te ea 
erent 
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wr Joe Naar. Mae SAT Soap Maneh. Yonae AMM Cormance 
J wm Nnyre Taste Screg 

commissioner | think has been clear that he 
views this as bis last contract and will allow 

him to deal with some of the important issues that 
we know are on the horizon.” 

Joe Lockhart, spokesman 

Lockhart said 90 percem 
of the contract will 
incentive based, which 
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and demanded the deal be 
presented to all owners 
even though they had voted 

in the part of Goodell’s 
contract that isn't guar- 

have ht Joos 4 input on 
changes 10 how the com- 

tee’s handling of Goodell's 
extension was the most 
transparent he has seen in 
3S years, back to the 
tenures of Tag! and 
Pete Rozelle. Blank said 
owners were updated in 
general meetings and with 
multiple phone calls 
“We were not necessar 

ily connected totally on 
how this should 
have been handled,” Blank 
said of his relationship 
with Jones. “We went to 
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HELPING 
PEOPLE 
HELP 

THEMSELVES 

101 £. Garden Ln, Nefland, 

432-682-9701 
casadeamigosmidiand.org 

The Uptown Midland L = ah . . 
BPW has a rich history of | EEE ALLL Ll EEE ” 3 Big Brothers Big Sist 
leadership and Shy 

of Midland Texas 

CEOOEOE LL — 1 ses WT 

We invite you to learn raid 

about us, and to = s X 7 Gad. [Raven's [Undue [Uwiied [ised [Raven's [i 
consider joining us! je JOBE) ae CAR [NCAA Velleyhall Divison TToumament [ToC | 

Uptown Midland Business EM 1 A 
& Professional Women 
Midland BPW 

TRUSTED “mmacifc a Ba a moa O srvon im 
VALUED anda Sy. ry : 
ESSENTIAL Com me oe — at tres] | Older Aduits & 

Volunteer here 

— 

to meet 

basin Se hy i your needs 
Call Today 

432-689-6693 

DOING THE MOST GOODY for children & families 

Providing counseling for 1611 W Texas Ave. 
hove in need. for chudren | | Midland, TX 79701 “Change he th of » rs Lk” 
wd ioe ron | | 432) 683.1114 | | 206 wi 1oop2s0 
Counseling emphasizes 

- Midland, TX 79707 | support and healing of 
individuals and families (Inside PetSmart) 

3701 Andrews Highway 432-520-3134 ext. 7 ’ . Midland, Texas 79703 , 

432-682-9693 1570 10m www.midlandhumane.org 
1709 W. Wall St WHI ag UKE us on Facebook 

Christmas babies find plenty GOREN BRIDGE 
to celebrate at the holidays — 

DEAR ABBY: This letter 
is i response 10 “Blessed in Desperate measures 
New York” (Aug. 4), the mom D A 
who gave birth 10 her precious EAR BBY | N ple. South deals would have to be played for three win- 
daughter on Christmas Day and Write Dear Abby at www Dear Abby. com or PO. : ners to get to 10 tricks wondered if maybe she should Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069. Her column is NORTH There are several lies of the chub have timed her pregnancy better distributed by Universal Press Syndicate Nut Our was bom on A suit, all unlikely, that would allow 
De 3 on | KJ83 declarer 10 play for three winners 
3 [ Yeashold, ot (Kichited LLY) South set out 10 learn a litle more a 2-foor-tall tree and December and | LOVE my Sait) duis after school | 

starts op { EAST 
tivities 't yet 

Wiland, Texas 797% 

named it the “birthday tree.” n 40¢ about the hand. He won the opening 
She could decorate it every COMEs42 heart lead with dummy's ace perforce, 
NOEs she lived pg y | ; ) cashed the king of diamonds, and led 
spi by supe FW 4 #K73 1 hamond to his ace. East's discard 
she got married and moved inking | SOUTH was informative. West was known out her birthday ee went with as bo 4 10 have at least five spades and three A ESS iD, TOO, IN blended the h AQNT4 hearts from the auction, and now 

[DEAR BLESSER, TOR: | X people [ A852 SA hie Sot Wh ee 
enjoyed reading the letters B si diamonds 10 be played for you and other readers who are lowing lo mst shortclubs Christmas babies or have a fam- be h | . NORTH ily member who is one. Their up- acknowledge that. (ral i ce 3 5 » - DAES Sn St weit te 

ing om a TO cation beats Sous king py DEAR ABBY: My daughter birthday paper and not parties, Opening lead: Seven of © South > with fhe jack 
was born on Christmas Eve. | crossed dummy She From the time she was $ and sble ARKANSAS . East-West dd well to compete to 0 Samondh. Decision time! | four hears. That would have been gn 5 P¢ Played for an aviginal club 

excellent sacrifice as there were only 
five losers in that contract. The four 

of reasons, so South led dummy's jack 
challenge. There were only eight 0p of clubs and ran if when East 
winners. The spade ace was likely 0 jouw, The fall of the 10 from West was 
be with West, but that would only get weet, and South had the 10 tricks that 
them up 0 nine winners. The club suit he needed. Well played! 
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Dow Jones 
industrials 

0.83 

24.585 43 

- 

ad 
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Pat change from previous 0 39% 

OIL PRICES 
FUTURES 

Wednesday 
Previous: 

$56.60 
$57.14 

POSTED 
Wednesday: 
Previous: 

WEST TEXAS SOUR 
Wednesday: $50.25 
Previous: $50.78 

NATURAL GAS 
Wednesday: 
Previous: 

$53.00 
$53.50 

$2.718 
$1678 
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Venezuelans seeing bitcoin boom | 
as survival, not speculation | 
By Christine Armario 

and Fabiola Sanchez 

Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela In the last 
month, John Villar has bought two plane 
tickets to Colombia, purchased his wife's 
medication and paid the employees of his 
startup business in Venezuela 

all in bitcoin 
As Venezuela's national currency loses 

value at a catastrophic rate, thousands have 
begun turring to the world of cryptocurren 
cy to salvage what little value remains from 
their increasingly worthless bolivars 

“This is not a matter of politics,” Villar 
said. “This is a matter of survival” 

Both poor Venezuelan retirees and 
wealthy business leaders are converting their 
bolivars into bitcoins online and then using 
the digital currency to pay for everything 
from doctor appointments and honeymoons 
to motorcycles and artisanal beer. The trans 
actions are relatively swift for anyone with a 
smartphone: Websites like LocalBitcoin and 
Colibit function as exchanges where 
Venezuelans can buy and sell bitcoins using 
a local bank account 

The shift toward cryptocurrencies in 
Venezuela is taking place as the price of bit 
coin has climbed to a of more than 
$17.000 this month digital currency 
debuted on a major U.S. exchange with its 
first futures contract Sunday. But while bit 
coin is a speculative venture in developed 
nations, in Venezuela it has become a tool to 
keep families afloat, with some Venezuelans 
purchasing a small fraction of one coin to 
build their savings 

The number of Venezuelans using cryp 
tocurrencies remains unclear, but weekly bit 
coin trading volume through one popular 
website has soared from about $225,000 car 
hier this year to nearly $2.1 million in the 
first week of December this in a country 
where the monthly minimum wage fetches 
less than $2 on the black market. According 
to data website Coin Dance, that's far higher 
than the value of bitcoin transactions on the 
same website seen in more prosperous 
nations across the region, including Argent: 
na, Brazil and Chile 

“Venezuelans are taking refuge in digital 
currencies,” said Rafael Useche, the founder 
of Colibit 
One of them is Jorge Ochoa, 34, who liq 

udated of his bitcoin savings into dol 
lars so he could take his wife on a hon 
eymoon to New York City 

The flight toward cryptocurrencies in a 
nation where inflation in bolivar prices is 
projected to surpass 2,000 percent next year 
falls in line with what has happened in other 
countries stricken by war or economic col 
lapse. Following the debt crisis in Greece 
hyperinflation in Zimbabwe and unrest in 
Ukraine, rising numbers of distressed citi 
zens utilized bitcoin 

In Venezuela, the so-called “crisis curren 
cy” 1s allowing desperate Venczuelans 10 
make potentially life-saving purchases 

Villar has been unable to find several of 
the medications needed to treat his wife's 
multiple sclerosis in Venezuela for the last 
WO years, a story not uncommon in a coun- 
try whose public health system has been 
crippled by shortages. Instead, he purchased 
them abroad with bitcoin and used courier 
services to deliver them to Venezuela 

“Bitcoin is already, for many in 
Venezuela, not about a business opportun: 
ty.” he said 

The carly Venezuelan bitcoin adopters 
consisted largely of engineers and business 
leaders, but these days Useche said he is sur. 
prised by the number of poor. elderly 
Venezuelan making small bitcoin purchases 
While the price of bitcoin has been highly 
volatile, Venezuelans with few or no other 
means of converting their bolivars into 
another currency believe it is a safer bet than 
the Venezuelan bills that steadily depreciate 
from one day to the next 

Trading in bitcoin futures was briefly hal 
ed Wednesday after dipping 10 percent 
“More than an asset that right now is ns 

Ing in price, it is a reserve,” Useche said 
Cryptocurrencies have become so fashion 

able that even President Nicolas Maduro has 
proposed a government-backed version 
called the petro, and members of his admin 
istration have met with Venczuelan bitcoin 
entrepreneurs to determine how it might 
work. Though few details have been 
released, many in the bitcoin world have 
responded skeptically to the idea, saying 
Venezuelans won't trust a digital currency 
issued by a government they have little faith 
m 

Still, bitcomn has its fair share of detrac 
tors, from Wall Street to Caracas. Critics 
point out that the digital currency 's lack of 
ties to any bank or government, allowing 
users to spend money anonymously, can 
facilitate illicit payments. That's a big con 
cer in 4 country like Venezuela, which is a 
major drug transit zone and is rated one of 
the most corrupt in the world 

Authorities have largely permitted trading 
of bitcoin in Venezuela, though they have 
heavily fined and detained people who use 
computers to eam bitcoins by auditing 
online cryptocurrency transactions. Such 
“mining” operations use immense amounts 
of electricity, which is heavily subsidized in 
Venezuela — meaning the state essentially 
winds up paying for the process 

At the bitcoin's current value, one miner 
computer alone can now eam more than 
$10,000 in six months. 

“It's a really great opportunity for 
Venezuelans in a desperate position.” said 
Andrea O'Sullivan, a cryptocurrency expert 
at George Mason University 

While there is no law on the books about 
mining cryptocurrency in Venezuela, not 
paying taxes on unreported camings is ille 
gal. One Venezuelan bitcuin miner who 
spoke on condition of anonymity for fear of 
reprisal said authorities demanded he pay 
them $20,000 as a bribe but settled on taking 
11 of his 20-some mining machines instead 
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US stocks indexes close mostly 
higher after Fed rate hike 

The major U.S. stock indexes fin- 
ished mostly higher Wednesday. 
with small companies 

1.26 points, or 0.1 percent, to 
2,662 85. The index closed at all- 
time highs on Monday and Tuesday 
The Dow gained 80 63 points, or 

0.3 percent, to 24 585 43. The Nas 
daq added 13.48 points, or 0.2 per 
cent. to 6.87580 The Russell 2000 
index of smaller-company stocks 
picked up 8.33 points. or 0 6 per 
cent, to 1,524 45 

Metal prices rise 
Gold rose $6.90 to $1.248 60 an 

ounce Silver gained 20 cents to 
$15 87 an ounce Copper added 3 
cents 10 $3.05 a pound 

MIDLAND STOCKS 
Midland-Headquartered Publicly 

Concho Resources (CXO) 
Closing Price $138 29 Down 2 21 

Dawson Geophysical (DWSN) 
Closing Price $4 73 Down 0 07 

Diamondback Energy (FANG) 
Closing Price $111.50 Up 0 06 

Legacy Reserves (LGCY) 
Closing Price $1 31 Up 0.01 

Mexco E (MXC) 
Closing Price §3 89 Down 0.03 

(NGS) 

Holdings (PUMP) 
Closing Price $19 61 Down 0 15 

RSP Permian (RSPP) 
| Closing Price $36.99 Down 0 10 

Ring Energy 
Closing Price 

Viper Energy 

EN) 
1324 Up 0 15 

Partners (VNOM) 
| Closing Price $22 19 Up 0.37 
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Can't find your favorite stocks or mutus! funds listed? 
Send your favorite to sdoreen@mrt com or 

We will reguiarty update the Permian Basin stocks lst 
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)VIBINE 
Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words 

f
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TRACK STAR USAIN BOLT 
DREAMED OF BREAKING 
RECORDS WHEN HE WAS — 

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon 

000000 
(Answers tomorrow) 

BUNCH SEASON SHOULD 
The woodwind player went fishing with his 
buddy and hoped to catch a — BASS SOON 

HEROSSWORDS 

ACROSS 
ANSWER 

RAIERP 
CREAT 
ATTOS 
DECRLA 

Jumbles: ROYAL 

Answer 

~] 1. __ shop 
5. Ewdence, small bit 

in Toas 

7. Bed for a baby 

DOWN 
CLUE ANSWER 

LRATET 
SPLATRE 
DCELINA 
POTTEI 

1. Upset someone 
2. Gypsum product 
3. Island country 
4, Creep 

CLUE: The US.ishometo50 

00000000 DIN INS INIINIIN/ INS INS 

©2017 Mune Carne Agune LLC A bet Dur. Af hes Resend 
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Sard comments 0 TA- £35 N. Michgen Ave. hind Fox, Oheage, IL 606° or DL oythaaloom 

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 

DAILY CROSSWORD 
Edited By Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis 

3 Appetite 
4 Michael Moore 
fim about 

E[GIGIH[EAIDRNCIATFIHIAIN] 
IPIA[LIEIATLIERMAIL[AIBIAIMIA] 
ICILIA[PITIOINESIEIS|AIMIE]S] 
OL [DES|UISIPIEICIT]S) 
\T[O|Y/SERDIEIARESIA]I[D]S]O 
NJOJO[B RIL ISIICILIOA] 

ill ddd8 dddddd 

(12017 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 

Each Wuzzle is a word riddle which 
creates a disguised word, phrase, name, 
place, saying, etc For ex: le, 

3 WUZZLES BOOKLETS 
“The Best of Wuzzles™ (34.00), “More of the 

wOOD Best of Wuzzles™ (34 30, and ute fe 

WORD PUZZLES BY “ou™ [Same Box 1141, Cedar Rapids, IA 52406 

1. 2. 

Print Your Answers Here: 

Cl Ll 
0 

[IIT] 
Today's Answers: 

NSU pajende) 7 

Asdyy, 1 
12-14 

Created by Tom Underwood © orth " am 

SIOMSUY 
"SU parepnafe) 7 

TRASHING ONE soo : pe 
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sunday 
Dec. 1] 
6-8pm 
Dillard's 
Courtyard 
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Predator Driing Mechanic Austin Powder Compan Ty oh Widtand, TX location Is now hiring a Midland. Expenence 
in rig repair and maintenance required. Must have knowledge of Duties » a ia 
hydraulic systems, top drives, draw works and other fundamental * Operate company vehicles 10 iranaport products 10 and from job sles. 

parts of a driling rig. Apply online at predatordriling com * Loading/untoading product for delivery. Frequent Bing of 40-50 pound 
product bags or boxes 

igorn TOR ® Parform labor support at job shes and location 
Quatfications 
® Class A or 8 COL 
© 2+ yaars’ COL driving experience 
© HAZMAT. Tanker & Arr Brakes endorsements preferred 
© Able 10 work outside in ol weather condiions 
Benefit 
* Medical / Dental / Vision 
® 4010) / Prot Sharing 

$500 PER WEEK! 
Do you have 

a reliable car 

with insurance 

and a phone?? 

Become an 

independent | 

contractor delivering i. 

arg, | assiftieds Reporter-Telegram 

in the in the Midland, 

Odessa, Andrews, Stanton, 
and Big Spring areas 

Please come by our office 

located at 201 E. Illinois 

and fill out a carrier 

information sheet. Oscar 

Ronquillo 432-687-9001 

browse 

buy 

sell 

Midland Reporter-Telegram 
es CLASSIFIEDS 
Trees sellittexas.com « 432-682-6222 

| [TEXASER IT» WORK 
THE BESTWAYTO FIND ANEW | CAREER™ 
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ONE CATASTROPHIC STORM 
ONE INCREDIBLE BOOK 

HARVEY'S DESTRUCTION DOCUMENTED IN A HARDCOVER BOOK: 

Thousand-Year Flood 

1 Pre-order by mal now (actunt expires TOUT). Select an option: 

| OO Mipick up my order I 
1 SER phen S247 bn pov book. Pc up over 2295 phn $304 ter nd 38.95 showing 3nd honing 

As Sonrhenst Texss braced for Harvey, m6 one could hove imagined the menace it would become | 0 00mont Etagcion office (M0 Main Sheet, or por book. Orr wil be shipped to Be acess below 1 
m+ deluge of rain dumped ou Beaumont making Harvey the mast extreme rain event In our narioss + SRR] 4SeritiU/ mmm 
Miotory. The Resumen Enserprice is prowd to prevent “Thoussnd-Your Flood: Harvey Wiesks Destruction | SR __SIRATeS et TL 
wn Southeast Texae, A Plewrial Account by the Photfournalises of The Besumont Enterpriee,”s hardeover + Papmeatmstiod: ) OvctMoney Ort 0) vies 1) WaterCant (0) Amin 0) Discovnr 
bok that captures Harvey's devactation and our community's indomitable spirit to rise shove. This 160 . 

page book willl fearure breathtaldog photon and compelling sorter from the staf of the Baswmens Eaterprice 
whe captured it all. Onder your commemorative hook today snd save $10.00 off the $39 95 retail price 

A portion of the proceeds from this order online securely 4 
book will go to Southesst Texss -" 

ny rb and save with flat-rate shipping 

itil 



mrt classifieds 
L rtclassifieds@mrt.com 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 

Pursuant to the Decree and Order for 
Partition by Public Sale entered in} 
Cause No. 7 1 04 in the ! | 8 t h District 
Court in Martin County, Texas, the fol- 
lowing property will be sold by public 
auction 

$00 ACRES + Close to Lake ivy Lots of 

THE SURFACE ONLY OF SECTION 43, 
BLOCK 37, TOWNSHIP 1 NORTH, |i Lie Wwe 396% 9 
TEXAS & PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPA- > 32.218.0080 or 42. 
NY SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 233 J 22 
MARTIN COUNTY, TEXAS, CONTAIN- - 
ING 640 81 ACRES OF LAND, MORE 
OR LESS 

| 

JAVELINA. BLUE QUAR.. TURKEY, DOVE 
STARING AT $2 200 DOWN. $3490 

CALL VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO 

1 
§ 
ke

 

fi
l 

Such sale will be for cash, which may al- 

$0 be in the form of certified funds. The § 
public auction will take place in front of 

the northeast comer of the Martin Coun- 

ty Courthouse on the 2nd day of Janu- 
ary, 2018 between the hours of 10:00 
am and 10:30 am 

For information about the property, 
please contact Brent Preston at (806) 

470-0464 
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Permian Basin MPO Policy Board Meeting | 

ll Date December 18, 2017 800 p.m 
[1] Proce Base MPO T
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Classified || Mga rte 
wil hold » regularly scheduled masiing lo 

HE scus Ti00T s satety massures ane hear | 
| iraneportaton plarving topics. | 

682-6222 | 
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THEY ARE FACES OF 
COMMUNITY 

Human Energy 

Fuels Our Community 

Chevron supports Midland. 
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REPAIR SERVICE! - of West Texas A x " I Culligan 

Free Service Call with Repair. Free Removal 
Full Warunty, Ya Aflardatie Prices | FREE WATER ANALYSIS 

Appliancer 
1007 N Midkiff, Midland Call 432-670-8278 

| i 

563-2690 

We buy homes in any area 
in any condition. 

Call the Scott Williams 
Team of Realtors 
432-689-7770. 

H
H
 

i
 

days! 432.681.8822 

EXPERIENCED -—- - - 
HOUSE CLEANING | 1 8 THE HOWLIDAY INN DOG SUITES 
432.681.0490 

2008 N. Tomanse Ave. Odessa. TX. 79781 
Exterior Painting Re: 432-381-1949 - Javier Vigh 
modeling. fencing & 

tabricavon Clayton R 
Cross 432-770-6598 

i ot ESTIMATE FREE ¥ WE ——————————— 1 Nn 
A+ COMPUTER Tutor! | i Let Classifieds Work for 
vercome You Fear \ TENOER LOVIN XEN. | J 
o Computers or over RAI NEL. (Just Sha rane | You! Call 
wocrone devices 14 cord $700. 12 ms hose) Seal 
4 Yow PLACE = cord $200. A cord | hop with one on one || 
Yow PACE  #Call $400. stacked & personal care. | 432-682-6222 
Karen 432.553.2488 | L244 | $10May under 200s |} 
eave mag 1 - 218.7410 Book now! 

4
 

’ | 



Midland Reporter 

Media Group 

Our goal is to be the premier media provider in the community 

Let our team of experts pk withiyou to develop a results-driven, 

AMERICAN: 

DIGITAL MRT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital promotional 
tools that produce measurable results for today’s online marketing 

MARKETING arena. We offer marketing solutions through digital channels such as 

SERVICES search engines, websites, social media, email, and mobile apps. 

MAGAZINE MRT Media Group has an extensive line of Magazine publications 
offering a variety of local content and specialized categories to fit all 

MARKETING your needs. We offer MRT Business Insider, Midland Magazine, Discover 

SERVICES Midland, MRT All American and MRT Oil Report. 

PRINT MRT Media Group is a seven day a week paper offering a variety of 

local content and specialized categories to fit all your needs. We offer 

MARKETING Education, Health, The Weekender, Faith & Philanthropy, Oil and Gas 

SERVICES and Cultural sections. 

We don’t sell advertising, 
we offer marketing solutions! 
MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers 

and engage with them to grow your business! 

Local, Trustworthy, News At Your Finger Tips. 

Advertise - 432-687-8811 

GROUP 
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y CIENT | built my house of ... 

HOLIDAY FAMILY CRAFT, ; SECT 3 Finish this sentence and add 
¢ 1 some details about your home. 

I built my house of . There 
is an indoor . My 
is eight feet . My mom's 
room is 250 feet long. The 
kitchen and table are gold. 

Cameron, 
2% grade 

1 built my house of candy 
canes. Every day | would cat 
one candy cane off my house 
M: canes were the 

of blue and white. It was 
hard to unlock the doors 
because you had %o twist a 
certain candy cane without 
making it fall. People had to 
avoid the stove or they would 
get burnt because the cand 
canes arc hot all the time. | let 
no one cat any candy canes 
except for me. A lot of people 
will like my house 

Alexia 

2% grade 

I built my house of magical 
Next, carefully cut a full size books y are magical 

graham cracker in half J i because you can go into a 
book and become the 

X % characters. My house is filled 
Eon with wonderful fairy tales. It's 

under a mountain so they will 
all stay dry. | like my house 
because when | am bored. | 
can read and go on great 
adventures. Imagination will 
take you anywhere 

i A A . Katherine 
bag. Snip a tiny hole in 2 wall ‘ 
bottom comer of the bag. 3 grade 

I built my house of 
information about everything 
When | open my fridge, it 
spits out uscless fruit-related 
facts like, “Did you know that 
bananas are not grown in the 

A 7 wild but in factories?” If | tum 

Keep attaching walls and Frost roof and sprinkle Use icing and pretzel sticks to on the television. it gives me 
00f panels with with coconut flakes make a fence for your house. . facts about the program | am 

Gs -y “ ’ - watching. When | turn on the 
shower, the water makes facts 
about the water cycle. When | 

Now many Use the code to discover the two most open the book, “The Hidden 
andy anes LY important ingredients in making a Reality,” the pages say facts 
are on this gingerbread house. about the universe, and when | 
page’ play with a Slinky, the “boings™ 

B=A B= B=! B=N B=F out make Slinky-related facts 

sy H=C l-6G B=-ME=0 @=7 9 Kine 
If | could choose what my 

ESN house would be made from, it 
would be gummy bears. | 
mean REAL gummy bears. In 
the day, half of the my 
bears would clean the house, 
do my laundry and mow the 
lawn. At night, my gummy 
bears would stick themselves 
together and make my house 

" frame and | would eat them if 
SPRINKLE Find the Words by ching ». I got hungry 
CRACKER sideways and diagonally. 
PRETZEL " : 

COCONUT i If 1 could build my house out 
3 S of something, it would be 
GRAHAM ’ glass. It would be shiny and 
ZIPPER Aa o E P unbreakable. It would have a 
HOUSES +" i PAS swimming pool, arcade and 
DOUBLE : _ [ | | pizea parton . . 1 R Alanna, 
SAWING I 5* grade 
IDEAS 

ICING : : Write On! 
SUGAR j : il 
CANDY SS AE 50k Winter 
MILK 53% Olympic Sport 
WHIP What is your favorite winter 

Olympic sport? Explain 
why this is your choice 

Deadiine: 7 
Published: Week of 4 

Send your story to 

Jenny, 

5* grade 

Look through the newspaper for ten or more 
clues that it is winter in your town. Write a 
paragraph describing the winter holidays Newspaper In Education 
in your town. Incorporate words that k : 
you found in the newspaper 
Sanderde Link: Writing Apphcations Sescroree lnguage 
I Guest whi 

OXY Permian energy 


