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Holiday films

Movies scheduled for December
fit for the whole family may have
changed forever last December,
not with a bang or a whimper but

with a “Scream.”/11A

=

Fatal blow?

The Qilers delivered what could
be the fatal blow to the Cowboys’
season. I'hree interceptions and a
fumble retumed for a touchdown

gave the Oilers a 27-14 win. 1D

- Midland Reporter-Telegram

Daily 50¢, Sunday $1.50

TODAY

Partly cloudy
with high in
mid-60s.
Weather on 44
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| Iraq: Invitation doesn’t
Include U.N. inspectors
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B Iraqi foreign minister says presidential
palaces won't be open to weapq'ls
monitors.

A_i_aoclatndes

BAGHDAD, Iragq — Defying U.N. demands for
access, Irag declared Thursday that U.N. weapons
monitors were not included in its invitation opening
Saddam Hussein's dozens of palaces to inspection
by foreign experts.

The comments by Iraqi Foreign Minister
Mohammed Saeed al-Sahhaf came a day after Iraq
said 1t would open the palaces to visits by interna-
tional observers. American and U.N. officials
accuse Iraq of hiding chemical and biological
weapons in the presidential palaces.

Al-Sahhaf said the invitation was meant for
international experts and diplomats — not to U.N.

inspectors in the country.

“Those sovereign sites are from the very begin-
ning completely out of Iraq’s work’™ with the Unit-
ed Nations, al-Sahhaf said in a news conference car-
ried by CNN. Asked if Irag would allow the experts
to include the U.N. inspectors, he said: ““Not atall.”

Access 1o the palaces has been at the heart of
Iraq’s standoff with the United Nations. In Wash-
ington, a senior White House official said inspectors
“‘must have unconditional and unfettered access.”

U.N. inspectors say such access is necessary to
finish the job they started after the 1991 Persian Gulf
War — overseeing the elimination of Iraq’'s weapons
of mass destruction. Iraq has refused access, call-
Ing it a question of national sovereignty.

In what was seen as a move to defuse the crisis,
Iraq announced Wednesday that it would allow U.N.
experts and diplomats to visit the palaces as

Please see VISIT/4A
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AT TOP: Robert and Helen Weldon of Shubuta, Miss.,
among the more than 100 truckers who enjoyed

Texans give thanks, do

!! O!I'_htz of vegetables, 40,000 slices of bread and 20,000
M Press cups of Coca-Cola at the 13th Annual Thanksgiv-

From Houston’s 20,000-person Superfeast to a

tiny truck stop outside San Antonio, Texans

feasted on turkey with all the trimmings Thurs-

day as they sat down to give thanks.

Thousands of volunteers started early in the
morning cooking Thanksgiving meals for hun-

gry, homeless and elderly people across the
state.

They served 5,000 pounds of turkey breast,

2,500 pounds of dressing, 600 ga of gravy,

ing Holiday Superfeast, sponsored by USA
Waste Services Inc.

A second crowd of about 20,000 also chowed
down at the 19th Annual Thanksgiving Big Feast
at Houston's George R. Brown Convention Cen-
ter.

“This is just the true meaning of Thanksgiv-
ing,”’” said Tammy Bohon, Superfeast chair-
woman and coordinator. ‘“This is how it all real-
ly started. Everyone coming together and work-

2,500 pounds of whole cranberries, 21500 pounds  ing side-by-side to think of and share their bless-

.
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AP Photo

An Iraql man collects his child standing in the path of
marching Iraqgi soldiers in Baghdad, Thursday as they
pass over a chalked sign reading “Down US” during a

military parade.

Volunteers serve
up traditional
feast to truckers

loudy skies and blus-

tery winds could not

hinder the holiday
spirit as volunteers from
First Baptist Church in
Midland served up free
Thanksgiving dinners to
weary truckers just east of
Midland Thursday.

The rest stop at mile marker
142 on Interstate 20 became an
impromptu drive-through restau-
rant for more than 100 truck dri-
vers spending their holidays
away from home

"We want to let them know we
appreciate what they do.” said
Dale Pond. minister of missions
at First Baptist Church. "Truck
drivers are a real overworked
part of our society. They have a
lot of problems. and we want to
minister to them ~

Pond said that on any given
day 10,000 to 12,000 truckers pass
through the Permian Basin and
that the church was making an
active effort to minister to their
needs

“I think this is great,” said Bob
Holden of the Thanksgiving din-
ner he was enjoying in the cab of
his 18-wheeler. He said he had
heard of the roadside dinners
over the CB radio where he is
known as “L_A. Flash.”

Holden, 67, was making the
haul back to Arcata, Calif. with
his traveling companion, a
Pomeranian dog named “Little
Boz.” The pup also was sharing in
part of Holden s turkey dinner

He spoke wistfully of his family
celebrating Thanksgiving without
him in California. “I didn't get
loaded in time or I would have
been home,” Holden said. “I'd
have had about 10 grandkids over
today, and who knows how many
great-grandkids.” He said he had
been away from his home “one
week today.”

Yet, Holden said he felt very
thankful this Thanksgiving Day.

Please see TURKEY/4A

n’t turn anyone away at turkey feasts big, small

An estimated 23,000 diners turned out for the
annual Raul Jimenez Thanksgiving Dinner at
the San Antonio Convention Center.

Jimenez started serving the meal in 1971 as a
tribute to a few thousand of the city’s older citi-
zens and it has grown ever since.

‘““We just don’t close the doors to anyone,’”
director Alice Guerra said. '‘If someone is hav-
ing a hard time or they’'re out of a job or there’s
been tragedy in the family, we don’t ask any
questions. We just let ‘'em in.”

,




Netanyahu says it’s ‘unbecoming’ for

JERUSALEM (AP) —Ina TV

satire, President Clinton plays the
in the Oval Office, per-
f pop tunes for Israeli oppo-

sition re Shimon Peres, who
sings along. Outside, a figure
swings from a rope, desperately
trying to a glimpse, of the
goings-on lﬁ"ough the window.

It's Benjamin Netanyahu.

The prime minister’s failure to
be received at the White House has
provided fodder for skits and com-
mentary this week in Israel, and
an angry Netanyahu finally lashed
back Wednesday, saying it was
mu;Momm for Clinton to snub

U.S.-Israel relations have been
strained by the freeze in Mideast
peacemaking, with much of the
blame placed on Netanyahu.

The Israeli leader has resisted
U.S. demands for a timeout in Jew-
ish settlement building and daw
dled for weeks before coming up
with a proposal to pull back troops
in the West Bank, a plan dismissed
by the Palestinians and short of
U.S. expectations.

Israeli commentators say Clin-
ton’s exasperation grew when he
realized during the recent show-
down with Iraq over weapons
inspections how much
Netanyahu's refusal to budge was
hurting U.S. interests in the Mid-
dle East.

When Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright toured the
region earlier this month, she
found Arab states reluctant to join
any U.S -led coalition against Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein, as they
had done during the 1991 Gulf
War.

The lack of progress in Mideast
peace talks had undercut US.
prestige and undermined the abil-
ity of Arab leaders to openly coop-
erate with Washington, the
Haaretz daily quoted U.S. offi-
clals as saying.

The chill 1in relations was felt
strongly earlier this month when
Netanyahu flew to the United
States to address American Jew-
iIsh leaders., but was unable to
arrange a meeting with Clinton.

White House officials said the
president’s schedule could not
accommodate Netanyahu Yet the
two leaders’ paths crossed in Los
Angeles, with their planes parked
just yards away from one another
on the runway

In contrast, the previous week
Clinton met Jordan's King Hussein
— described by Clinton's
spokesman as ‘a voice ol integri-
ty, persuasion and courage In
seeking peace — while the Arab
leader was in the United States for
a medical checkup.
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‘me-n
treating me like Saddam
Hussein.’

— Benjamin Netanyahu report-
adly complained 0 World Jewish
Congress leaders

During Clinton’s visit to Los
Angeles, he was met by Haim
Saban, an Israeli TV producer
and supporter of the Democratic
Party. Speaking to the Yediot
Ahronot daily week, Saban
quoted Clinton as saying he felt he
had to send a message to
Netanyahu by refusing to meet
him.

White House spokesman Mike
McCurry, however, said no snub
had been intended.

19 MISSES TUNIC SWEATERS

Soft, fine-gauge acrylic. Choose from crewnecks and V-necks | She’d love to find this warm and stylish jacket under the tree!
in solid colors, and V-nécks in heathered colors. From Of 100% Shetland wool with soft suede tnm, in nch fall plaids.

Debble Morgan. Misses sizes SML

g

Nine West
"Ainsley casual
leather oxford
with rugged

bottom. 1n black
or brown $39

Bass leather casuals
tassel “Carra or
buckle/kile “Carly

— WORLD
Clinton to snub him

o ol ¢

Nevertheless, ™ Netanyahu's
senior adviser, David Bar-Illan,
said that Israelis under-
stood the message sent by the

hc%\l:ﬁ:mw were in

Los at the same time, and
Clinton didn’t find time to shake
hands, say hello and meet over a
cup of coffee, which would have
Bar-Illan told The Associated
Press. |

“The reasons given, that the
rruident had no time when he had
our hours for Peres, and time for
King Hussein, who was visiting
casually, after checkups at the
Mayo Clinic — all that pointed to
a deliberate snub.”

Netanyahu reportedly com-
I)lained to World Jewish Congress
eaders in a private meeting in
Jerusalem on Wednesday that

1]

“the Americans are treating me
like Saddam Hussein.™

In public, he was nearly as
blunt. |

In an inderview with CNN, he
said Clinton’s refusal to meet with
him is “unbecoming, it deesn’t
befit nations who are allies, and
even doesn’t befit nations who are
not allies.”"”

On Thursday, Netanyahu tried to
play down the issue, saying that
Israel and the United States have
had disagreements over policy
since Israel captured land from
Jordan, Egypt and Syria in the 1967
Mideast war.

“The American plan ... says
Israel must make tremendous con-
cessions and we do not agree,”’
Netanyahu said. ‘“The Americans
are friends, but the decisions in the
end are ours.”’

Sizes 816, from Studio 205.
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LADIES
CUDDL DUDS

For hightweight
warmth under your
clothes or under the
covers. Crewneck
top and long

pants, both in white
cotton/nylon.

Sizes SML.

i

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.
SHOP TODAY9AM.TOY9 P.M.,- Midland Park Mall, 697-7911 P

MISSES SUEDE-TRIMMED
SHETLAND WOOL JACKETS

&

MOLIDAY HOURS:
M-W-F 96
T-TH 95
SAT. 10-2

2401 W. INDIANA
MIDLAND, TX. 79701
(915) 570-5163
MARSHA MERRELL, Owner

29-00% OF

MISSES CASUAL SPORTSWEAR

famous name. Orig. $38-$168.

FALL FASHION HANDBAGS

It's your most-needed accessory in a bagful of styles.
Choose from popular silhouettes in assorted colors ol
leather with leather-match trim - each just $29'

FROM AMERICA’'S FAVORITE DESIGNER
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"l"heboomdthelnte 1980s is spec-
-tacularl bust, and Thais are
:lenrninl to cope with downward

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) —

Ooupk:mconmmpnonuwt

.and dreams of a lifetime are being
‘abandoned.
. Unableto meet their pa

-reoplearesellin
Jor a song — |

yments,
cars and homes
buyers can be
found.

_Thailand was the first of Asia’s
dominoes to fall in the economic
crisis that has rocked markets
around the globe. Indonesia and
South Kerea, like Thailand, also
have rescue packages from
the International Monetary Fund.

In early November, Prime Min-
ister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh
resigned after 11 tumultuous
months in which half the country’s

financial institutions were shut

down and the currency lost more
than 40 percent of its value.

' Ordinary Thais are pulling their
belts tight.

There is a glut of pork on the
market because Thais are passing
up what is seen as a luxury meat
‘for lower-cost chicken and fish.

» Sales of Nok Kaew (Parrot)
'soap, a cheap, locally made prod-

uct on the market for 50 years, dou-

bled in September and October
from the same months a year ear-
dier.

" Suwimol Leelavechabutra, a 49-
year-old dressmaker, says her
family has stopped eating out,

and she encourages her children to
have a big breakfast so they won't
feel the urge to snack later in the
day.

She used to make silk dresses for
herself, she says, but even that is
an extravagance now. And when
she does go out shopping, she does-
n't linger — she buys what she
needs and gets out of the store.

Frugality has hit even health
care. The resources of inexpensive
but crowded government hospitals
are being stretched thin, while a
slew of recently built private inst)-
tutions are facing cash-flow prob-
lems.

At least one private Bangkok
hospital, taking account of the
new cost consciousness, IS pro-
moting ‘‘bargain births.”’

The ‘‘Special Delivery '’ pack-
ages at Bumrungrad Hospital
include all costs normally associ-

ID card shortage
mars run-up to
Honduras election

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras
(AP) — A shortage of voter iden-
tification cards had Honduras’
leadj ’I%presidential candidates at

ursday in a dispute threat-
enmg to mar this weekend’s oth-
erwise sleepy national election.

The company contracted to
issue the ID cards, which Hon-
durans must show at polling sta-
tions in order to vote, produced
only 2.3 million credentials, leav-
ing 600,000 eligible voters without
them.

GBM, a subsidiary of IBM,
blamed the shortfall on the gov-
ernment’s failure to pay all of the
$8 million owed on the contract

Election officials had decided to
issue new voter cards for Sunday’s
national election, replacing old
credentials that had been distrib-
uted to Hondurans since 1984
Because of the shortage, however,
authorities said voters could use
their old credentials.

Ruling Liberal Party candidate
Carlos Flores Facausse, who has
a solid lead in polls, agreed to that
resolution. But the main opposition
candidate, Nora Gunera de Melgar
of the National Party, rejected it,
saying it would open the process to
fraud.

She warned she would boycott
the elections if the plan went
ahead. On Thursday, however,
she appeared to be backing off the
threat: She said she would appeal
the National Elections Tribunal’'s
decision allowing use of the old
cards but did not repeat her boy-
cott threat.

The two parties, which have
alternated in power since 1906, are
both center-right and differ little m

ideology.
Sungy‘s vote will be the seventh

since 1981, when Honduras held its
first elections after 18 years of mil-

itary rule.
Reina won 1993 elections pledg-
ing tocrush co and reduce

the role of the military. He has
made progress on both, though not
to the extent that many Hondurans
expected.

His party’s pick to succeed him,
Flores was heavily favored in
Sunday’s race. 'l'ht most recent
Gallugh poll, conducted Nov. 4-11,
gave mﬂpermtdthebal-
lot to 31 percent for Gunera.

F‘lures egi is :{n W‘I&lenm—
neer and editor
newspaper La Tribuna. Eﬂnﬂm
1989 presidential vote and cur-
rently is the leader of the unicam-
eral legislature.

Gunera, an elementary school
teacher and widow of a former mil-
itary ruler, was mayor of Teguci-
galpa, the capital, from 1990-94.

In addition to the president,
Hondurans will elect three ﬂce-
presidents, 128
resentatives, mem of 297 city
councils, and 20 deputies to the
Central American Parliament,
which igbased in Guatemala.
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ated with delivery of a bab
start at $625 for normtl
delivery and three nights’ accom-
modation. Four nights’ ltl}'lndl
Cnnrunbirthgotnrm

“In uncertain timca such as

o e s o

ue, which are apprecl-
ated by young couples on a bud-
get,” says the hospital, which also
has cut-rate open heart surgery on
offer.

Statistics suggest that for the
rich, too, the decade-long party is
over.

Despite — or perhaps because of
— prices that were two or three
times those in Europe or the Unit-
ed States, fine wines were a totem
of the country’s newly emerging
yuppie class.

23-30%

MEN'S
FAMOUS
MAKER
SPORTSWEAR

A ternfic assortment of fall
designer sportswear from names
sO big, we can't mention them
here! Lots of famous maker
cotton and cotton-blend shirts,
sweaters and pants: Hurry in for
the best selection! Men's sizes
M.L XL.Orig. $45-$85.

29

MEN’S
WRINKLE-FREE
SHIRTS

Choose from an
assortment of plaid,
stniped and checked
cotton sportshurts
from Savane

Each 1s deep
dyed for long-

lasting good
looks. Men's

sizes
SMLXL

28"...

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.

MEN’'S HATHAWAY DRESS SHIRTS

Great wrinkle-free styles from Hathaway. Chose from
gingham or striped looks in a versatile cotton blend. Men s
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But wine imports in the first nine
months of the year totaled 540,000
cases, down 22 percent from last
year. At one downtown wine shop,
the manager reported a 50 percent
drop in sales.

Prices for wine and other luxu-
ry items are rising sharply, in
large part because the baht 8
depreciation.

Such goods are also subject to
newly increased excise taxes and
customs duties under the terms of
a $17.2 billion loan organized by the
International Monetary Fund that
compels the government 1o
INCrease revenues.

In addition to increased sur-
charges on luxury items, the val-
ue-added tax was raised to 10 per-
cent from 7 percent, a boost that
hits all consumers.
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BOYS & GIRLS
FAMOUS MAKER
SPORTSWEAR

Fabulous savings on a vanety of
famous maker separates

for boys and gqirls' Stock up

on fall favontes from designers
names they know and love!
Girls sizes 4-16,
orig. 20.00-36 00,
now 15.00-27.00
Boys sizes 420
orig. 23.00-56.00.
now 17.2542.00
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Vara Kingkalya, managing
director of a transport company,
says the economic downturn has
affected her life as well as her busi-
ness.

Shopping for gems and jewelry
used to be a favorite pastime, but
now when she feels the urge, she
borrows a piece from her mother
She used to buy three or so design-
er dresses a month, but no more.

As disposable income dries up,
it 1s hardship rather than wealth
that is trickling down the social
ladder.

Working class woes can be mea-
sured by the layvoffs of factory
hands numbering in the hundreds
of thousands. Low-tech industries
were hit first with falloffs in
exports of such goods as textiles.

SHOP TODAY 9 AM. TO 9 PM. - Midland Park Mall, 697-7911
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dinette sets by such well known brands as
Chromecraft, barstnols&lccessonu
because the earlier you get in, thebnmthe
selection - at incredible
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Open today

40

Flat or htted twin sheet orneg $9

200-THREAD-COUNT
ALL COTTON SHEETS

Enjov incredible savings on our exclusive “Nobility”
sheets and coordinates. Stock up on several
discontinued colors while they last. Selection and sizes
may vary by store. All colors not available in all sizes
Also available: 250-thread-count cotton-blend sheets in
peach for the same pnce

SIZE ORIG. NOW
Twin 9.00 5.40

Full 17.00 12.75
Queen 25.00 18.75
King 32.00 24.00
Std. Case 1700 12.75
King Case 19.00 14.25
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Yesterday's temperatures

Lines separate high temperature zones for the day
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Rainfall Wednesday .00 in. High .. ... ... ......... 72
: Rainfall Thursday . ..001n. low RS ¥ AT 52
. Total for month 44 1n. Normalhigh ........ /62
: Total tur vear 15.77 In Normallow ........:. 35
5 Sunrise: 7:29 a.m. Sunset: 5:45 p.m

The forecast for today calis for partly cloudy skies with a high in the
mid-60s. Winds will be from the north to northwest at 10 to 20 mph,
~according to the National Weather Service.
Tonight calls for partly cloudy skies with temperatures dropping into

Saturday’s forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a high in the
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'{ After an overnight low of 52, Thursday's high was 72, compared to
: the record high for that date of 85 set in 1945. Record low for this date
\
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The AccuWeather ® forecast for noon, Friday, Nov. 28.
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(From 1A)

. No date has been set for

proposed visits, which al-Sah-

haf insisted did not represent a
retreat.

““This is not backtracking. This

| has nothing to do with
tracking, and there will be no
backtracking,’” he said.

Pressed on whether the delega-
tion would be granted unrestrict-
ed access to the palaces, al-Sahhaf
said: ““There is nothing in these
places. We will take them to every
place.”

He said Wednesday's invitation
was meant to disprove a ‘wave of
false allegations and lies

In New York, the U.N. Special
Commission cautiously welcomed
the Iraqi proposal Wednesday but
said it still wanted access to the
palaces, which are believed to
number in the dozens. President
Clinton has put the number at 78.
At the news conference. al-Sah-
haf reiterated the threat to shoot
down U-2 surveillance flights.
Iraqi forces have not yet had a
chance to fire at the plane, which
1S piloted by Americans, he said.
Iraq has said the planes have
been flying out of range of its gun-
ners.

“The Americans are using this
plane on routes, exactly as [ have
described it once, as a frightened
rat,”’ he said.

Iraq’s defiance came as the

country’'s National Assembly,

which has little real power, issued

a statement requesting U.N.

inspectors finish their work with-

in six months beginning Nov. 20,

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1997

VISIT: Iragi government encoura

the day Irag announced it was
recalling the U.N. inspectors.

Meanwhile, U N. spokesman
Eric Falt said Iraq has refused to
begin discussions with the United
Nations on extending the oil-for-
food program that allows Iraq to
export $2 billion of oil every six
months to buy food and medicine.
The program must be renewed for
the &u'd time next month.

iraq 1s upset with what 1t con-

siders delays in approving con-
tracts to purchase the humani-
tarian goods. There were reports
that the United States was willing
to support an increase in the
amount of oil Iraq can export
under the deal.

Twelve teams of inspectors
drove out of their headquarters
Thursday to search 14 sites in and
outside Baghdad, the Iraqi News
Agency reported. One team used

=

‘““Habaniyeh air base is a mili-
tary area, no civilians are allowed
im it. | am sad to see signs in the
air base saying ‘Down America.’
Tell the government to take them
down,”’ Caristrom, a Swede, told
an Iraqi Information Ministry
official outside the inspectors’
office. The official did not identi-
fy himself.

The government has urged
Iraqgis to scrawl anti-America slo-
gans in all public places.

The slogans greeted the inspec-
tors when they returned to Iraq
last Friday after Saddam agreed
to take back expelled American
inspectors, easing a three-week
standoff with the United Nations.
The crisis has led to a U.S. mili-
tary buildup in the Gulf.

Iraq also remains alert for a
military confrontation.

At a military ceremony Thurs-
day in Baghdad, a group of 600
young men joined Saddam’s
Fedayeen, an elite commando
unit headed by Saddam’s eldest
son, Odai. .

The Fedayeen also accepted a
small group of “*suicide soldiers,”
dressed in white to signify that
they were ready to become mar-
tyrs for Saddam.

TURKEY: First Baptist Church feeds thankful truckers

(From 1A)

“I'm thankful for my health, for
my wife and all of my children.”
Helen and Robert Weldon of

Shubuta, Miss also stopped in
for a meal “We were headed the
other way.” said Mrs Weldon. “I
smelled it' We hadn't had any-
thing to eat yet

The Weldons chose to dine out-
doors at a nearby picnic table
despite the strong wind. “The
food is great.” said Mrs. Weldon
“I'm having to hang on to my
plate. but it 1s good ~

The truckers were treated to a
traditional meal of turkey and
dressing. cranberry sauce
sweet potatoes, green beans,
rolls and an assortment of pies
Coffee and lemonade rounded
out the meal

The couple said they appreci-
ated the meal. “But it 1s not hike
being at home,” Weldon said. He
added. “Most truck stops used to
offer something like this but not
anymore.” The couple said they
hoped to make 1t to Longview to
a relative's home by Thursday
night

Weldon said he was thankful
for “the simple things in life.”
His wife added, “I thank the
Lord for my mother and my
daughter, and for Christian peo-
ple who do things like this. "

Kim O Connor. who was busy
serving up plates of food, said
she was glad to volunteer for the
event “I wanted to make a little
bit of difference 1n someone s
life ~

She said she was struck by the
reaction of a man from Massa-
chusetts who stopped for dinner
earhier. © 'It's just the most won-
derful thing I have ever seen.
Those were his exact words,”
Ms. O'Connor said. “He just
couldn’'t believe it.” She said the
man exclaimed. “I had to come

Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram

Bob Holden, or “L.A. Flash” as other truckers call him, and his dog Little Boz were hap-
py to have a free Thanksgiving meal on the highways.

all the way to Texas for this.”

Ms. O Connor said that pass-
ing out Thanksgiving meals
made her feel blessed as well
“Even getting buffeted by the
wind. 1t 1s rewarding.”

Shirilla Rutledge, another vol-
unteer. brought her young chil-

dren with her to the rest stop. "I
wanted to instill in my children a
sense of giving,” she said.
“Things are not what make you
happy and I wanted them to
know that.”

Ms. Rutledge said it was not

the words of the drivers, but the
looks on their faces that made it
all worthwhile for her. “They
looked very touched, very sin-
cere,” she said. “People seemed
to be touched by the gesture of
kindness.”

TEXAS: Volunteers serve ousands across state

(From 1A)

Another Texas Thanksgiving
tradition continued along Inter
state 35 in the tiny town of
Abbott, where the Turkey Shop
and Cafeteria has served the
holiday meal daily for the past
25 years.

“We have really good turkeys
and we have a cafeteria line
with full-service meals. owner
Robert Tufts said. "It s just
good quality home-cooked food ~

Nearly 300 truckers found a
home-cooking haven in Ker-
rville, 58 miles northwest of San
Antonio, thanks to Tara Hernan
dez. This is the seventh Thanks
giving Ms. Hernandez has pro-
vided dinners along Interstate 10
for those who can’'t go home

Kerrville residents and busi-
nesses donated food and 100 vol
unteers cooked and carted
meals to mile marker 514. where
truckers feasted at rest stops on
both sides of the highway

Ms. Hernandez refuses dona-
tions. ‘“This is a gift to the truck-
ers who do what they do all vear
'round, and who can’t be home
for Thanksgiving,’ she said

Some in McAllen preferred
sinking their teeth into fragrant
roasted chachalaca. a cross
between pheasant and quail

“1 Just put the breast in the
oven and broil it."’ said Frank
Schultz, a retired farmer who
has hunted and whipped up the
South Texas bird for three
decades. '‘'The only spice | use
on the breast is a little bit of tar-
ragon.

The meat is low in calories

and dark, the 68-year-old Schultz
said. The frail birds commonly
live in the southern United

States and Mexico, particularly

in Cameron, Hidalgo and Starr

counties.

In the rural, predominantly
German South Texas communi-

Pick 3 Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick 3
winning numbers drawn Thurs-
day by the Texas Lottery, in

order:
6-6-5

ty of Vattman, just south of
Kingsville, residents used
recipes from the town'’s original
settlers in 1913 for their church
dinner.

- Thanksgiving festivities
included a silent auction, a skeet
“turkey shoot’’ with a frozen

Cash Five

AUSTIN (AP) — The win-
ning Cash Five numbers drawn
Thursday by the Texas Lot-

tery:
11-13-14-30-38

™@X 79711. POSTMASTER: Send address

turkey as first prize, a bingo
game and a country dance with
a band.

‘“All roads lead to Vattman at
Thanksgiving,’ ' said Idela Strub-
hart, 78, who grew up in the
parish. ‘‘People come from
Orange Grove and Corpus
Christi and Robstown_”

79701. Periodicals postage paid at Midland

to the Midiand Reporter-T X

P.O. 1650, Midland TX 79702.

915-882-5311. FAX 682-3793. BasinbLink -
On line: 570-9999, Information: 687-9014,
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the Tent-Makers Street and pro-
chhn di.lnm for a deadly attack

“Il Eqpt you will never be a
one promises. Others
e will do our best to make
happy” and “All E
refuse murder action in
. Still another, signed *
people of Egypt,”’ offered sympa-
thy: “We are sad for what hap-
P iony ecdinery K
y 0 ry Egyptians were
outra by the Islamic militant
sla r of 58 foreign tourists
last week at the Temple of Hat-

é

were a
it’s not certain whether they killed
themselves or died at the hands of

Not only has the massacre hurt
tourism, an economic mainstay,
many people also say that attacks
on foreign visitors have tarnished
the whole nation.

Egypt’'s reputation as a tourist
destination was hurt in September
when attackers, including one
man who had left a mental asylum,
threw firebombs at a tourist bus in
downtown Cairo, killing 10 people.
In April, 18 Greeks when gun-
men opened fire at a hotel near the
pyramids.

But many Egyptians say such
attacks are rare, and give Egypt
a false reputation of
Not only that, many people believe
the violence of the Islamic militant
movement has little to do with ordi-
nary society, that its masterminds

. are outside Egypt, manipulating a
. twisted minority with an aim to

' undermine stability.

In fact, everyday Egyptian life

; is relatively safe. Women glitter-
., ing with gold,

even dia-
monds, stroll the ctreets at mid-
night without fear of being robbed.
Children play soccer in the streets
at night.

“News agenmes have made us
like we have wild

that it 1s a real nisk to
come here. But it is not a risk. It
is safe for all,”” said Ayman Abdel-
Aziz, an accountant.

True, petty thefts and domestic
violence happen here as they do
anywhere, and men often call out
to passing women, particularly
Westerners. But street attacks are
unusual, and even some foreigners
hvmihere say they’'re more com-

le in Egypt than at home.
“*Security may not be what it
should be, but | feel very safe in
Egypt, and that's one of the rea-
sons I live here,’’ said Kiri Merrill,
32, a San Francisco native who has
lived here since 1993.

“I've had the cat-calling and the
occasional pinch,’’ she says, ‘but
I never felt threatened the way I do
inthe US.”

The Nov. 17 attack was the dead-
liest since Muslim militants
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launched their insurgency against
the government in 1992. The
attackers struck in the upper Nile

& FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1997 . wmm

Egyptlans fight to protect reputation )

Valley, where tem
draw hundreds
tourists every year.
In response, President Hosni
Mubarak fired the interior minis-
ter and ordered a shakeup of

m security forces, strength-
protection of archaeological
and tourist sites.

Despite his swift reaction, for-
eign governments have advised
citizens to strike Egypt from their
travel plans, and embassies here
have warned expatriates to keep a
low profile.

Some people say these coun-
tries have been too quick to brand
Egypt as dangerous.

“I would like to tell fumlgners
that this is an abnormal incident
This is not the Egyptian people.
We're much better tham that,”
said Thab Hosni, 28, a banker.

Although the militants’ threat is
very real, most Egyptians regard
them as alien to ordinary tradi-
tions and beliefs. Some people
have trouble believing the mili-
tants are even Egyptian.

“1If these people think they are
working for Islam, I would like to
tell them that Islam never said to
run around killing people,’” said
Enas Ahmed, a 22-year-old stock-
broker wearm ﬁnbelge silk head
scarf that s with Muslim
dress standards.

and tombs
thousands of
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‘LEND A HAND TO HUMANITY!
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
686-8877

Email Pagers - Virtual Private Networks - Website Development - Net Access
PowerNet Online, Inc.
Your Business Partner on the Intemet
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Scotch Pine

6-8 Foot Freshly Cut!
* Fresh 'h'uckhldhmving Daily

* USDA #1Grade
* Arriving Daily

27.99
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Texas Style

Flocked Trees
Enjoy a white Christmas this season with
a Premium fMocked Tree from Wolfe.

* Custom flocked
* Large selection

Starting at ...

$34.99

JUST ARRIVED & freshly Cut...

Noble Fir

Layered Dark Green Color

Selection of all advertised items
STORE HOURS M-F 9-9

Fraser Fir

enjoy a White Christmas

from the Blue Ridge Mountains

BLACK HILL SPRUCE

The sensation That's sweeping the nation

A Texas Holiday Tnnd:ﬂ#n Slllff !9! 9 ]

TUAT B9 SN 107

Open early Friday at 9 a.m.

ALL-TERRRIN VEHIGLES

A Texas Traditio

Poinsettias

Live Cut

Greenery
Freﬂh cut ready to

T 99¢

Artificial Trees

Premium and more

Tree from Wolfe

off regular retail pnce

on Every Aruficial in
stock
T ol

- 156-2T76 CavL Tooar!

HAVE YOU WINTERIZED
YOUR LAWN?

it's time to act NOW!
Perma-Gro winter coat
Fertilizer is formulated
to help yuur yard make
it through the colder

months in health
and vigor

708 W. M-u
684-7804

or 2 fer 16™

o
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Shown are just a few of the rugged boots from our selection for mern...

durable Goodyear welting.

TIMBERLAND “Euro Tecrec™ with a
leather and mesh upper and a removable
contoured footbed. In cappuccino brown

DR. MARTENS “Eight-eye” boot with
an air-cushioned insole and ultra

TIMBERLAND “Bush Hiker” with a
cushioned footbed, moisture-wicking
lining, and padded collar and tongue. In
dark brown leather

RALPH LAUREN/POLO “Yukon"
with a rubber/EVA sole, and padded

collar and tongue. In briarwood leather.

«» Midland Park Mall, 697-7911

TOMMY HILFIGER H,,u dion”
e khaki

athletic-style hiker 1n «
nubuck

‘6

RALPH LAUREN/POLO “Bighom”
with a moisture-wicking lining, and
rubber/EVA sole. In pecan leather.

Dﬂhﬁwﬂmmﬂﬂuﬁtmmwmﬁwnhmmmmmﬂubuﬂ
SHOP TODAY9AM.TO9PM. -

T\

COLE HAAN “Grover”
buckle/moccasin boot in tan
tumbiled leather.

FTIMBERLAND moc4oe boot with
a cushioned foothed, moisture-
wicking lining. and padded collar

and tongue. In dark brown leather
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EXxiles
2

’

-4 Press
L3 ,
®. NEW ORLEANS — A lucrative
Sunderground trade in cash is flour-
’ ' tween Cuban exiles in the
nited States and their island
;homeland just 90 miles off the
% Florida coast, despite an econom-
;tﬁ)embargu and a specific ban on
t llar transfers |
: Millions of dollars are being
: smuggled into Cuba in bulgu;g
+ money belts or quietly funnel
:I.hrnugh third-country banks. An
« upcoming U .N. report says that in
» 1996, individual exiles and private
:ur anizations illegally sent
+ Cubans more than $1 billion, chan
* neling more hard currency into the
s Cuban economy than either
s tourism or sugar exports
*» Most of the money comes from
*Cuban exiles such as Amaury
» Almaguer, a New Orleans insur-
*ance agent and publisher of a
« Spanish-language monthly. Every
» month for the last 15 years, Alma-
" guer has sent $200 back home to
» Cuba, where his parents and sib-
lings still live. He uses a Canadian
company to get the money into
Cuba.

“Each day it is worse,”” Alma-
guer says of the Cuban economy
““The difference is between those
that have dollars and those that do
not have dollars. If youdon’'t have
dollars. vou don’'t eat. And Cuba
doesn't pay its workers with dol-
lars. If you have pesos, you can't
buy anything

Nearly half of the people in Cuba
.receive economic help from fam
ily and frends in the United States
said Amando Lago. a director of
the Washington-based Association
for the Study of the Cuban Econo-
my — even though it s against the
law

President Clinton banned cash
remittances shortly after Cuban
fighter )ets shot down two civihian
Elﬂﬂt‘:i flying near Cuban air space

eb. 24, 1996 killing four members
of the Miami-based exile group
Brothers to the Rescue

The U.N. s Economic Commis
sion on Latin America and the
Caribbean estimates that ol the
$1.1 billion sent to Cuba last year
$800 million came from f[amuly
remittances And that s ust cash
It doesn't include the value of
food. medicine and other goods

To put that much cash into per
spective: Cuba s tourism receipts
for 1996 were $1 4 billion sugar
exports were $1 billion, and all oth
er exports totaled less than $1 bl
lion. In terms of net income, mon
ey that actually stavs 1in Cubu
exiles account for more than Fidel
Castro's government makes from

Sugar or tourists, savs analysi
Ernest Preeg of the Washington
based Center for Strategic and

International Studies
While nobody knows precisely
how many dollars are sent to Cuba
— exile groups estimated family
remittances at closer to $400 mul
lion before the U N report no
one disputes the money goes o long
way toward feeding the Cuban
Jpeople and keeping Castro in pow
er
Squeezed by worsening short
CAReSs sInee the former Soviet U nion
~cut off and, Cubans are turning with
nereasingly '-il'.‘"-l.?‘l‘l-..lll' ph'.w 0
family members in the United
CStates
A (uban mother sent her tami
Iy 1in Maam a letter with the foot
prints of her children traced on
sheets of paper Please send
shoes.  she wrote
Dollars became the de facto
currency of the islands 1in 1993,
'when Castro legalized the use of
American currency. As shortages
-worsen, “‘dollar-only " stores have
become the only places Cubans can
get many of life's basic necessities
Humanitanan aid — such as
food and medicine — to Cuba s
Jegal under the Helms-Burton Act
which sanctions foreign companies
‘that invest or do business using
confiscated U S. property 1n Cubu
Shipping companies typically
charge $10 to $15 a pound to ship
anything into Cuba But some ship
pers and travel agencies in Miami
and New Orleans. cities with large
(Cuban populations, also tell callers
openly they will take cash nto
Cuba — for a price. Most “"mules
take a 10 percent to 20 percent cut
Some tourists pay for their vaca
tions to Cuba by taking in cash for
others
Sending money to the homeland
remain a divisive issue in the exile
community — torn between the
pleas of poverty-stricken Cuban
relatives and the exiles own unre-
lenting dream that the U.S. embar-
go will somehow drive Castro from
power
Some exiles blame Castro —
who has referred to the exiles as
‘*gusanos,”” or worms — for
encouraging Cubans to ask their
family members for the much-
needed dollars. They say the cash
flow is now so great that the Cuban
people have come up with their
own nickname for their American
relatives: They call them
‘““gusanos verdes.' or green
wWOorms
“The embargo is being openly
flaunted, and evervone knows. It is
a disgrace.” said Antonio Jorge,
Cuba’s former chief economist
and now an economics professor at
Florida International University in
Miami. It is a matter of con-
science. I do not oppose sending
strict humanitarian aid, but |
oppose what is taking place now."
The bulk of the money is coming
{rom the most recent immigrants
who still have close family ties on
the island, such as those who came

illegally sent Cubans more than $1 billion,
channeling more hard currency into the Cuban
economy than either tourism or sugar exports.

over in the 1980 Manel boat lift. Lit-
tle cash comes from older exiles,
whose families have either
already fled Cuba or have died.
The U N report estimates that
the amount of U S. dollars going to
the country in 1996 almost doubled

Monday - Saturday 10-9

Sunday 12-6

‘Cannot be used for hearing aids, optical examination fees, local concessions. cosmencs. fragrances, Bose products, Exceptional Values, Esquire and Swiss Army watches aft Florida Homel ife stores, Homel ife SureVaiue, defivery, maintenance agreements,
nstallation labor mstalled home improvement products and services, gift certificates, layaway balances, credit card payments, catalog orders, or Outiet stores. Limit 2 per customer on Sony PlayStation, Sega and Nintendo game systems.

from 1995, when remittances
totaled just $532 million. Most
economists attribute the huge
jump to a statistical fluke caused
by the Cuban government report-
ing family remittances for the
first time.

NATION
prop up Cuban economy by
ding money to families

An upcoming U.N. report says that in 1996,
individual exiles and private organizations
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Cur-
reats like rivers from pole
to and ocean to ocean

keep the Earth’s weather in a

mu, but the buildup of
gases in the atmos-
phere is threatening this circula-

 tion and could dump Eurcpe into a

freeze, a researcher says.
pattern of ocean
circulation is a key factor in con-
trolling the Earth’s weather and
keeping it predictable, said Wal-
lace S. Broecker of the Lameont-
Doherty Earth Observatory of
Col‘tlmbia University in Palisades,
N.Y. <o T ’

But this has ojﬁhﬂme for
the last 8,000 years. Before that,
ocean currents altered about
every 1,000 years and scrambled
the Earth’s climate, Broecker
says in a study to bé published on
Friday in the journal Science.

‘““We live in a climate system
that can jump abruptly from one
state to another,’”’ said Broecker.
By dumping into the atmosphere
huge amounts of greenhouse gas-
es, such as carbon dioxide from the
burning of fossil fuels, “‘we are con-
ducting an experiment that could
have devastating effects,’’ he
added.

“We're playing with an angry
beast — a climate gystem that has
been shown to be very seasitive,”
explained Broecker.

The study findings come as rep-
resentatives from pnore than 140 °
nations prepare to gather in K :
Japan next week in hopes of forg-
ing an agreement binding indus-
trial nations to specific
of greenhouse gases, -especially
carbon dioxide from burning fes-
sil fuels. .

Broecker said studies of ice
cores that date back 110,000 years
show that about on¢e a millenniam |
the Earth’'s climate abruptly
changes and within 10 to 20 years
can cause such things as increased
glaciers, halting of rainfall or crip-
pling declines in temperature.

Ocean currents are controlled by
the temperature and salt content
of the water, according to the
researcher. Cold, salty water is
heavy and drops to the ocean bot-
tom, while warm, fresh water ris-
es.

This creates what Broecker
calls a ‘“‘conveydr? current that
spans the globe. Qold, salty water
in the North Atlat#.gks‘ . &qﬁ-
ing like a plunger to drivé an
ocean current from North
America to Europe. Warm surfz
waters borne by this curreat helf

to keep Europe’s climate

Without the curenﬁd
Broecker, ‘'Europe
deep freeze’” with &
temperatures dropped by 20
degrees Fahrenheit or more. The
be like that of Seilshbergmy. Nor
ike that o ' or-
way, which is 600 miles north of the
Arctic Circle, he said.

The conveyor now flows past

Europe, into the South Atlantic and
then around Amntaretica. The
waters coel and pick upmore salt, .
iving the current another boos é
rom the Sputh Pple, the curren

fan out into the Indian and Pac ‘

ic Oceans and into the Atlantic t¢
complete the cycle. 3

Only 1 septuplet still
in serious condition
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — Anoth-
er of the Iowa septuplets was
removed from a breathing
machine Thursday, leaving just
one in serious condition.

Alexis McCaughey was upgrad-
ed to fair condition as soon as she
began to breathe on her own, an
lowa Methodist Medical Center
spokeswoman said.

Nathan was the only sibling still
in serious condition. He remained
on a ventilator and was being fed
intravenously.

The other children are being
fed by a tiny tube leading through
the nose. None is able to suck.

Specialists have said that
removing intravenous lines is
important because it removes a
possible source of infection.

FACRYLIC IMAGE INC—

Just I'n Tisme For Holidoy

K lmﬁm Sac9-1
5 687-0391

*xm v Ny cvner v Shelang | omeer

L2

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1997

.
fw.'uphylngwlth :
an angry beast — a
climate system that has
been shown to be very
— Wallace S. Broecker of the
Lamont-Doherty Earth Obser-
vatory of Columbia University
Broecker said the currents help

to bring rain, seasonal cycles of
moisture that farmers count on to

crops.

If the currents are disrupted, he
said, then agriculture would suffer.
With a changing climate, there
would be many more crop failures
until farmers learned to cope with
the changes.

Broecker said his studies sug-
gest the conveyor is the ‘‘Achilles
heel of the climate system,’’ and a
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fragile phenomenon that can

change rartdly for reasons not

For instance, he said, it would
take only a slight rise in te ra-
ture to keep water from si in
the North Atlantic and this would
bring the conveyor to a halt.
Broecker said it is possible that
warming caused by the buildup of
greenhouse gases could be enough
to affect the oceans currents dra-
matically. :

J. D. Mahiman, noted climate
scientist at Princeton University,
called Broecker’s theory “‘inter-
esting speculation,’’ but said there
is no evidence to show
that the buildup of carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere could disrupt the
ocean currents.

He acknowledged, however, that
there are still great uncertainties
in the understanding of how the
Earth climate changes and the
precise effect of all the factors that
affect the weather.

Due to manufacturer’s shipping delay, Goldeneye 007
Video Game for Nintendo 64 on page 25 of today’s
Targef'advertising supplément will not bé available.
Rain checks will be issued but may not be filled until

‘¢~ dafter the holidays.
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We apologize for any inconvenience thrs may cause.

HILFIGER FOR HER

It's the casual wardrobe essential
she’s wanting: the Tommy Hilfiger
sweatshirt! Dillard’'s has all the latest
styles with the hottest Hilfiger
graphics. Come see them all'

Misses sizes SM L XL, 48.00 each

. NATION
Study: ‘Global warming could alter
ocean currents, disrupting climate
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Music City Mall
'Christmas Hours

Music City Mall Christmas Hours

Date Mall Hours Date

Wed/Nov. 26 Mon/ D,c. 15
Fri/Nov. 28

Tue/Dec. 16
Sat/Nov. 29

Wed/Dec. 17
Thu/Dec. i!

Mon/Dec. 1

Tue/Dec. 2

Mall Hours
9:30A-10P

9:30A-10P
9:30A-10P
9:30A-10P
9:30A-10:30P
9A-10:30P
10A-10P
9A-10P

;‘ﬂ/D:c. 19
Sat/Dec. 20
Sun/Dec. 21
!ton/Du. 22

10A-9P

10A-10P Tue/Dec. 23 9A-10P
9A-10P Wed/Dec. 24 8A-6P
11A-7P Thu/Dec. 25 CLOSED
10A-9:30P Fri/Dec. 26 9A-9P
Sat/Dec. 27  10A-9P
10A-9:30P Sun/Dec. 28 12-6P

10A-9:30P Mon/Dec. 29

Tue/Dec. 30 '
Wed/Dec. 31

10A-9P
10A-9P
10A-6P
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Two astronauts
make risky feat
appear simple

Practice makes perfect.That
adage immediately came to
mind earlier this week after two
spacewalking astronauts caught a slow-
ly spinning satellite, a feat that might
appear relatively simple to Earthbound
observers but wasn’'t.

It wasn't even the kind of space mis-
sion that astronauts are likely to
encounter very often. In fact, the last
time astronauts were called on to catch
a runaway satel-
lite was 1992. So

it isn't likely that The space
the expertise
with which agency has l

always been so
good at whatever
it attempts to do,
that it pulls off
its missions with

| NASA astronaut
Winston Scott
and Japanese
astronaut Takao
Doi1 caught the
out of control
satellite Monday

, | . such
night 1s due pri-
| marily to their ~ outstanding
familiarity with  success that the
catching items in people down

the void of space.

They just made
it look easy.
| That's one of
NASA's big prob-
lems and always
has been. The
space agency
has always been
so good at what-
ever it attempts to do, that it pulls off its
missions with such outstanding success
that the people down here on terra firma
have really lost interest in watching the |
missions on television. It's become old
hat, like watching a Mission Impossible
rerun. There i1sn't any suspense —
because we know how 1t ends!'

In reality, of course. we know that
| what 1s transpiring in the heavens when
a NASA mission 1s under way 1s never
mmplvlvh safe. We remember the hor-
rible Challenger explosion in 1986 that
killed all seven astronauts and left the
agency buffeted by doubt.

It is the level of skill with which the
agency carries out its important work
that makes the public so lackadaisical
about its missions. Space missions have |
become commonplace, but they 'l never

here on terra
firma have really
lost interest in
watching the
mssions on
televsion.

be entirely safe.

ANOTHER VIEW
Too long campaigns
don’t serve public

Barely a yvear has passed since the last general elec
tion. And if there was one common opinion about that
campaign, it was that it lasted far too long

Let's hope Texans enjoyed the brief respite from
electioneering. Candidates this November are already
announcing their desire to win statewide offices that
won't be decided until next November

Why are the voters of this state being subjected to
another too-long political year?

Because the Legislature wouldn't move party pri-
maries from March back to May.

With primaries set March 10, 1998, candidates are
required to file by Jan. 2. That's no problem for incum-
bents, part of whose advantage is that they are already
familiar to the voting public.

But the January l'llmg date does present problems
for potential challengers who must first find out
whether they can raise the funds needed to get the
attention to make a competitive race. That's what cam-
paigns are about at this stage — raising money, not
winning votes. And forcing challengers to raise
enough mone 3 to finance their hopes foar an entire
year just adds to the huge advantage incumbents
already hold

It has been sufficiently demonstrated that joining the
Super Tuesday March primary doesn’t help Texas even
In pl‘ESIdEI'ItIdI election years. For statewide elections,
the March date is senseless — unless you happen to be
an incumbent state officeholder. And those incum-
bents, of course, are the only ones with the power to
change the date. They won’t because it’s not in their
interest.

And so the rest of us will be subjected to another

? ged-out campaign of political overexposure.
| get more tired of it all, millions more will be
ralsed and spent, fewer of us will vote, and all of us will
feel more separated from the offices of government in
Austin.
This process ill serves the people of Texas

v — #abilene Reporter-News

JACK ANDERSON

Iraq’s long love affair with biological weapons

s the Iraqis stalled the United Nations i
tion teams last week, and Saddam Hussein’s
showdown with the United States dragged on,
intelligence officials came
to the conclusion that Sad-
dam has taken the time to
hide a cache of biological
agents he has been ing
up for years.

Saddam claims he has
been abiding by U.N. Res-
olution 687, passed in April
1991, which requires Iraq to
accept the dismantling of
all traces of its chemical,
nuclear or biological
weapon capacity.

But CIA, U.N. and other
intelligence sources told
our associate Dale Van Atta the f story about
Saddam Hussein and his pursuit of deadly
microbes:

Saddam was attracted early on to bacteriological
weapons. They were cheap, relatively simple to
manufacture, and potentially deadly. A single vial
of anthrax virus dropped in an urban water system
i1s enough — under certain conditions — to launch
a full-scale epidemic.

Iraq’s first attempt to acquire biological weapons
of this kind seemed innocent e at the time. The
Revolutionary Command Council turned to Izzat al-
Douri, the minister of agriculture who was also serv-
ing on the ruling council.

On Nov. 2, 1974, al-Douri signed a contract with
the Paris-based Institut Merieux, to set up Iraq's

OPINION

first bacteriological laboratory. The Iragis
uplahedthattheynudedtobeahletomnufac-
ture large quantities of vaccines in order to devel-
op agricultural and animal production.

The official Iraqi purchasing ag weas called
the General Directorate of Vetmna?yw&rvicu No

one in France batted an eye. But for the Iraqgis, the
vaccine protocol was so important that when
French agricultural minister Christian Bonnet vis-
ltedlraq he was invited to meet with the vice pres-
ident of the Revolutionary Command Council, Sad-
dam Hussein.

Saddam became more involved later on, when he
ordered the construction of a “'pesticides” plant near
the town of Suwaira, some 18 miles south of Bagh-
dad, near the ancient city of Ctesiphon.

Gen. Amer al-Saadi, who was in charge of the pro-
ject, turned to a respected West German company,
Thyssen Rheinstahl Technology, which signed a con-
tract for 21.4 m:lhon deutschemarts in 1981, osten-
sibly to build a *“‘university’’ project. Contract doc-
uments showed that the Diyala Chemical Labora-
tory that Thyssen built in Salman Pak, a suburb of
Suwaira, was fitted out with specialized manufac-
turing equipment that was capable of handling the
most toxic substances for both chemical and bio-
logical weapons work.

rom the day ground was broken at the Salman
Pak plant in late 1981, the site was heavily guarded
by Iraqi soldiers, and Soviet-built SA-2 missile bat-
teries were installed to protect against air attack.

To make sure there were no spies in their midst,
the Iraqis kept a close watch on the German work-
ers, accompanying them even when they went to the
lavatory. Thyssen employees and their subcon-

-
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CAL THOMAS

he birth of the McCaughey septuplets produced

joy and thanksgiving for the couple and their

famihies It has also produced a debate among
“medical ethicists,”” some of
whom argue that Bobbi
McCaughey should have
aborted (euphemistically a
“fetal reduction’’) in order
to limit the risk to the babies
and reduce the cost to the
taxpayers of giving birth to
so many chi n. One can
almost hear Mr. Scrooge
advocating the death of
poor in order to reduce the
surplus population.

First. a  definition.
“Ethics’’ is “‘the discipline
dealing with what is good
and bad and with moral duty
and obligation.”’ This implies a standard by which an
ethic may be measured. The McCaugheys accepted
such a standard when they said that God had a plan
for their children, and they never considered killing
one or more of them. Medical ethicists abandoned
such a standard when they endorsed abortion
“choice.”” That Bobbi McCaughey made a choice
favoring life over death isn't enough for them. They
have other concerns.

Where the ethical line is drawn, and whether it is
drawn with indelible or disappearing ink, is relevant
to what the medical profession will be allowed to do
to the rest of us in the future. As medicine costs more,
it will be necessary to consider whether life’s value
can depreciate, like a car.

In a Wall Street Journal article we learn that “‘fetal
reduction’’ is becoming a common procedure for
women who face multiple births We also learn that
doctors who advise aborting one or more babies
because of ‘‘danger’’ to the others are frequently
wrong. Often the babies left safely to gestate are born
healthy, or at least are assisted to health by modern
technology. And we learn that some mothers selec-
tively reduce for the convenience of it. As one doc-
tor notes, ‘‘If reducing from one to zero is acceptable
in this society. then why not from two to one?"”’

One might go even farther, as some wish to do.
Some ethicists and commentators question the
“right’’ of women to have multiple births, suggest-

Thomas

Septuplets births raise ethics questions

ing the government may wish to regulate the prac-
tice. This sounds dlsturbmgly like China’s policy of
limiting couples to one child, with forced abortion for
those who attempt to violate the law. Do we want to
go there?

What should be even more alarming is that the
acceptance of abortion has produced threats to oth-
er categories of human life, just as former Surgeon
General C. Everett Koop predicted it would two
decades ago. Prof. Steven .’inker, director of the Cen-
ter for Cognitive Neuroscience at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, in an article for the Nov. 2
New York Times Magazine, defended the practice of
infanticide. Pinker suggested that the active or pas-
sive killing of newly born babies should be treated dif-
ferently from the killing of an adult because an infant
is not yet a full-fledged remn Pinker says we only
have a right not to be killed if we have '“an ability to
reflect upon ourselves as a continuous locus of con-
sciousness, to form and savor plans for the future, to
dread death and to express choice not to die.”
Infants, he says, don’t qualify and so may be killed
without offense to moral codes.

Pinker contends that we must ‘‘think the unthink-
able and ask if we, like many societies and like the
mothers (who commit infanticide) themselves, are
not completely sure whether a neonate is a full per-
son.

Responding to Pinker's article in a “‘Dear Col-
league’’ letter, Sen. Dan Coats (R-Ind.) and Rep. Joe
Pitts (R-Pa.) say that Pinker "‘assaults the moral
standard Western Civilization has built over two mil-
lennia to protect children ... we believe that when such
staggering and misguided statements are offered in
the cultural marketplace, they must be refuted con-
vincingly and repeatedly.”

One category of life cannot be declassified without
endangering others. If the unborn can be aborted,
individually or ‘‘selectively,’”’ then why not kill the
newly born and the elderly if they become ‘“‘incon-
venient''? If there is no God to govern in the affairs
of men, then why shouldn’'t government or medical
ethicists or public opinion be our god?

On the eve of the 25th anniversary of Roe vs. Wade,
we are quickly regressing to a raw, purely arbitrary
utilitarianism increasingly hostile to the notion that
life is sacred and unique among living things.

Cal Thomas' column is distributed by the Los Ange-
les Times Syndicate.

TobpAY IN HISTORY

- Today is Friday, Nov. 28, the
332nd day of 1997. There are 33
days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:

On Nov. 28, 1520, Portuguese
navigator Ferdinand Magellan
reac the Pacific Ocean after
passing through the South Amer- try
ican strait that now bears his station WSM.

Herald.

name.
On this date:
o In 1895 the first automobile

race%piace hﬁ'tween Chicago
and Wa an
Jamur‘raglm

$2.000 from the Clucago Times-

In 1925, the Grand Ole Opry,
Nashville’'s famed home of coun-
music, made its radio debut on

In 1942, nearly 500 people died in In
a fire that destroyed the Cocoanut
g rove nightclub in Boston.

In 1943, President Roosevelt,
British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill and Soviet leader Josef
Stalin met in Tehran during World
War 11.

In 1958, the African nation of
Chad became an autonomous
republic within the French com-
munity.

1964, the United States

launched the space probe Mariner
4 on a cour<~ ta Mars.

The winner,
. collected
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tractors had to sign a two-mt letter guaranteeing
that theﬁ'cmmlhu had ‘‘no relations with l-nu
of any kind. The letter,
type of “Israel clause”’ by many Arab con-
tractors, highlighted Iraq’s fear of and the
highly strategic nature of the Salman project.

A warning signal of Iraq’s intent should have gone
off when the Thyssen employees contemplated a pro-
ject specification that called for an expensive air
cleaning plant for the laboratories, to be built by one
of the eight. German subcontractors, Noske-Kaeser.
The Iraqis were not known for caring about envi-
ronmental protection. The only reason for such an
elaborate air cleaning system was to prevent the
highly volatile chemicals from poisoning workers
and the local population.

If that was still not enough to arouse suspicion
among the Germans working at the site, then the
“animal house,”” where beagles and other test ani-
mals were kept, should have been. Once production
began at Salman Pak, the beagles were used to test
the lethality of nerve gas agents. Their carcasses
were thrown out on a garbage dump in plain view.

The Iragis have admitted none of this to the U.N.
inspectors. They say they commenced biological
warfare research in 1986, and have admitted only
working on two biological warfare agents —
anthrax and botulin toxin. In a fit of helpfulness, they
provided samples of each to the Special Commission.
But the Iraqis say they abandoned the effort in 1990.

Jack Anderson’s and Jan Moller’s column is dis-
tributed by United Feature Syndicate.

CHARLEY REESE

John Kasich tries to
navigate presidential
waters, but drowns’

ep. John Kasich, R-Ohio, is doing the wet-

finger tour. He’'s testing the political

winds to see if there is a chance they
might blow him into the
White House. After
meeting this unusually
unimpressive gentle-
man, [ hope the answer
1s, they won't.

First of all, Kasich
commits the standard
professional politician
sin of campaigning
against the problems
he helped create. He
wants to.run against
burdensome and
unreasonable regula- Reese
tions, big government,

a bad tax code, too much litigation, etc.

All politicians who do this — and that's most
of them — deserve to be booed and picketed by
federal employees every time they show their
faces. They are unjustly shifting the blame for
what they themselves have done to the backs of
federal employees who are doing nothing more
than enforcing the laws they wrote.

People like Kasich insult our intelligence when
they try to this con job. Bureaucrats did not
pass the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act and
the Endangered Species Act. Congress did, and
it produced very badly written laws. Now to
blame the men and women in the federal civil
service who have no choice but to enforce these
laws is to eommit an outrageous injustice and
to indulge in a deliberate deception.

There is no bureaucracy that is not authorized
and funded by Congress. There is no federal rule
that is not based on laws passed b<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>