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Gun sales soar again after Nov. 6 election

Gun, ammo sales are twice as high as they were this time last year

By Anna M. Tinsley
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Michael Hill has been
stockpiling guns and ammunition for almost a

decade.

But he’s not done — not since President
Barack Obama was re-elected this month.

In a continuing trend that alarms gun control
proponents, Hill and thousands of other Ameri-
~ cans are buying up ammo, handguns and other
fircarms, citing concerns that Obama might
push new regulations in his second term or that
U.N. agreements might mfnnge on the U.S.

gun market.

“llnwpm'chmdmsmced:leelecum said

“There’s a lot of paranoia out there,” he said.
“But (Obama) has nothing to lose now because he

won'’t be re-elected again.”

Gun and ammo sales locally are on the rise —
about twice as high as they were this time last
year — even though sales can’t match the mad

rush that cleared out many gun stores after Obama

was elected in 2008.

tion, magazines and more.

Weapon and ammunition shortages could be on
the horizon if gun lovers keep up this pace.

Gun control advocates say they don’t under-
stand the rush to stock up on firearms, ammuni-

“I pcrsonally think it’s very silly,” said Marsha

McCartney, a spokeswoman for the Texas chapter

of the Brady

l-llll,49 of Watauga. “I hear a lot of buzz about

.. putting more restrictions in place.

Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence.
“The president has not done anything in four

Please see GUNS/4A

TH
i

FAMILIES FILE LAWSUIT

Officials take ina
mmﬂ-p:ﬂm

Edward A. Ornelas/San Antonio Express-News
distance test on Nov. 20 at the intersection of the Union Pacific railroad tracks on South Garfield Street where a Union

Suit targets railroad, trucking company

B Truck driver was not listed as
a defendant but might be named

later, attorney says.
By Sara Higgins

shiggins@mrt.com

their spouses officially filed a lawsuit
Wednesday after the Nov. 15 train
wreck that claimed the lives of four
veterans during the Show of Support
parade in Midland.

Union Pacific Railroad and Smith
Industries Inc. were named as defen-
dants in the lawsuit, which was filed
in Midland County District Court by
Lubbock-based personal injury attorney
Kevin Glasheen of Glasheen, Valles &
Inderman and Kansas-based attorney
Bob Pottroff of Pottroff Law Office.

Smith Industries donated the truck
for use in the parade, and the driver is
an em ofthecompany But the
driver was not listed as a defendant, al-
though he may be named as the lawsuit
movesfmheralong.(}hsheenwd

The pldintiffs are Sgt. 1st Class
Richard Sanchez and his wife, Heather,
both of Fort Carson, Colo., and Staff
Sgt. Todd King and his wife, Laci, who
are listed as Bexar County residents in
the lawsuit.

The firm represents “several” other
injured veterans their wives and
has talked with attorneys about
consolidating action, Glasheen said.
The lawsuit was filed Wednesday with
mmummmu

“Ultimately, 1 expect most of the
njuudpummheuvohedmthe
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| think it was a fragic accident and people
need appropriate ime to morn and move

on ... clear their heads and then they'll see

how petly they are being. No amount of
going to their loved ones
praying for families.
— - Mexrls smsahasssr

Sad, but predictable. | agree with Marie,
this was an accident. Unfortunately, the first
reaction is fo place blame and sue.

.—_**

Peaple got killed. Somebody made a mis-
take ard will have to pay for this. The driver

of the truck is the main one, | know it was
an accident but he left his trailer on the
tracks — something you never-never do.
‘He may have wanted fo keep the group
mmmmmm Its a
bad case of human error.
| = Johe Miler

I hope Union Pacific fights this law suit.

process one way or another,” he said.

The lawsuit alleges that Union Pa-
cific failed to provide “reasonable and
timely” warnings of an approaching
train, both audibly and visually. The
lawsuit also notes Union Pacific’s al-
leged failures to provide a safe railroad
crossing and failure to work with state
and local authorities to establish an
open line of communication in regards
to the crossing’s characteristics, among
several other allegations.

Plans released by Texas Department
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of Transportation to the San Antonio
Express-News on Wednesday showed
that when work at the crossing was
completed in 1991, the system was
designed for a maximum train speed
of 25 mph.

According to the design plan, the
signal circuits “are designed to give
30 seconds operation prior to arrival
of the fastest train at this crossing plus
5 seconds added for instrument lag.”

Please see LAWSUIT/4A
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1exans find
what might

be biggest
black hole

By Eric Berger

Houston Chronicle

Although Texas astronomers have
spied what may be the largest black
hole ever found, they're intrigued not so
much by its size, but where it lies.

The black hole rests in the center of
a disk-shaped galaxy smaller than our
own Milky Way, surprising scientists
who didn’t figure to find something that
big in a modestly sized galaxy.

According to observations made
with the University of Texas at Austin’s
Hobby-Eberly Telescope, the giant black
hole scientists found 1s 11 umes wider
than Neptune's orbit around the sun.
Put another way, it’s about 4,000 times
larger than the black hole at the heart of
the Milky Way.

Based upon what astronomers think
they know about galaxies, it shouldn’t
be there.

“We don’t understand how to makc
such a massive black hole in such a
puny galaxy,” said Karl Gebhardt, one
of the University of Texas astronomers
who made the discovery.

Black holes are black because their
escape velocity — the speed an object

Please see BLACK HOLE/4A

John Paul’s
artifacts to
come to US

Associated Press

LUBBOCK — Artifacts and memo-
rabilia of Pope John Paul 1l are coming
to Lubbock and two other U.S. cities
next year.

A Lubbock-based organization man-
aging the U.S. stops says the exhibit
will have items from throughout the
popular pope’s life, from his childhood
in Poland through his death in 2005.

The nonprofit National Exhibits
Association is to announce the other
cities and ticket information at a news
conference today.

The exhibit called “l Have Come
to You Again” opens in Lubbock on
March 15. It’s to have about 130 items,
including historic documents, personal
belongings, artwork John Paul collect-
ed, gifts and art objects given to him.

The pontiff’s successor, Benedict
X VI, beatified John Paul last year.
Beatification in the Roman Catholic
Church is the last major step before
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plant, above, is located in eastern New Mexi-

co, near Portales, and has been shuttered since late September due to a saimonella outbreak that
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By Brook
Stockberger

Las Cruces Sun-News

SANTA TERESA, NM.

— If you visit Mexico,
when

wish to cross
north across the bor-
der into the United States,
you'll need a passport.

There are others, though,
that, once they pass a physi-
cal inspection, can just run
right across.

On any given day at the
Santa Teresa International
Ex Livestock
Crossing, hundreds and
even thousands of head
of cattle come through
a gate in the fence that
marks the border between
the U.S. and Mexico. This
year, Daniel Manzanares,
director of the facility,
said he expects to break
the 400,000 head of cattle
mark, the most ever.

-, - i o JI-.- -
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“That’d be a record,”
Manzanares said. He said
more than $200 million
worth of cattle passes
through the crossing —
which literally straddles
the international border —
each year.

The facility, which is 21
years old and 35 acres in
size, can hold as many as
4,400 head of cattle on any
given day.

Manzanares came on
board five years ago when
much of the facility looked
like desert. Now, there are
rows and rows of pens and
throughways for the cattle
to be driven or culled.

In the past five years,
more than $1 million in in-
frastructure improvements
have been put into the facil-
ity, which is owned by a co-
op of Mexican ranchers, the
Union Ganadera Regional
De Chihuahua CO-OP Inc.

Associated Press

HOBBS — A man ar-
rested in the shooting of a
Lea County sheriff’s deputy
IS a person of interest in
two recent Chaves County
murders.

KRQE-TV reported that
Chaves County Sheriff’s
Department says Juan
Unbe-Vidal is a person
of interest in a double
homicide case that claimed
the life of 48-year-old Mark
Walters. The name of the

. last week for

NM deﬁuty shooting
nabs ‘person of interest’

other victim has not been
released. Unbe-Vidal and
James Gomez were arrested
aggravated
battery and aggravated
assault on a police officer
after deputies say they shot
at authorities serving a
search warrant.

Authorities said Lea
County Sheriff’s Sgt.
Michael Tovar was shot in
the arm and neck. He was
airlifted to a Lubbock hos-
pital, where he was treated
and released.
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Shoppers can save as retailers go head-to-head

Press

This holiday season, the
hottest trend among retail-
ers isn't found on a store
shelf. It’s taking place at the
cash register.

jor retailers, from

Best Buy to Toys R Us, are
tomﬂchthcu'
cocmeﬁla's prices. Gener-
ally customers just need to
bring in an advertisement

or printout to prove that
tl\eumemmlsamhblc

ltc:mthcg bought fell.

uy Co. Inc., Target
Inc., WaIMmSlomslnc
andSwslnc.oﬂ'u'price
matching to customers all
year round. But what’s
different now is that Best
Buy and Target are match-
ing online retailers such as
Amazon.com for the first
time. That’s a big deal,
since online prices tend
to be lower than those at
St

ores.

Shoppers will be able
{0 save some extra money,
but they’re going to have
to read a lot of fine print to
do so. °

“Price matching sounds
good, but there are so many
exclusions, it sometimes
1sn’t as good as it sounds,”
says Edgar Dworsky, the
founder of Consumer-
World.org, which tracks
deals for shoppers.

For instance, Target
limits the number of online
retailers that it will price
match against to just five.
Best Buy has selected 20,
but only matched online
prices from Nov. | to Nov.
17 and Nov. 27 to Dec. 24.

Toys R Us is offering
price matching for the first
time and will only match
prices that customers find
in other brick-and-mortar
stores. Walmart also match-
es against in-stoge prices.

Toys R Us; Best Buy,
Sears and* say they
will match s found
on their own websites. It’s
not uncommon for retailers
to offer steeper discounts
online than in their actual

NONMW OPEN
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Sale signs are displayed at a Target store in Coima, Calif, on Black Friday.

stores. (But Toys R Us says
it won’t match prices on its
own website if the item is
marked as an “online-only
price.”)

Even the most experi-
enced bargain hunters can
get tripped up by all the
rules. But shoppers can
save some money if they’re
diligent.

“It really is a way to save
money and shop at the store
you want instead of one
that’s inconvenient,” says
Dworsky.

Here are five ways to
get the most out of price
matching offers:

1. Know the policy

If you want to take
advantage of a price match
offer, read the store’s polic
closely. You can find the
guidelines on the store’s
website. Print out the policy
and bring it with you. Hav-
ing a hard copy will be
helpful if you need to argue
your case.

“Know their policy
backwards or you may be
bluffed into thinking some-
thing doesn’t qualify,” says
Dworsky.

2. Bring proof
Always bring the adver-

tisement or the printed web
page for the item you want
to pnce match. Walmart
doesn’t require bringing the
ad because it says cashiers

Becky's Flowers

Yowr Framdly Meghborhond Tloris
HOLIDAY
OPEN HOUSE!

Each Saturday & Sunday

1-4PM

2603 N. Midland Dr —-lllil-d.‘l'x
432-699-00

PATIENT FIRST FAMILY CLINIC

NOW OPEN!
6995111

have access to all local ad-
vertisements. But Dworsky
recommends bringing ads
in anyway. If there’s any
confusion, you'll be better
prepared to make your case
no matter where you shop.

The cashiers and cus-
tomer representatives are
always looking for a reason
not to approve the transac-
tion, says Dworsky.

3. Save receipts

Some retailers will give
you money back if you see
a lower price after you buy
an item. Keep a hold of
your receipts and, particu-
larly for big-ticket items,
continue to look for lower
prices.

Best Buy will issue
refunds until the end of
January. Toys R Us lets you
seek a refund up to seven
days after buying an item.
Sears customers can get a
refund after 14 days. Target
1s letting customer’s price
match against brick-and-
mortar retailers until Dec.
24 for any item bought after
Nov. 1. You can only ask
Target to match the price
of an online retailer until
Dec. 16.

&. Go straight to
customer service
Many retailers have hired
cashiers specifically for the
holiday rush, so the new
employees may not be up-

75% Off Sale

Mg%ﬂ

Maternity To Tween & Everything In Betwoen
Toys - Furnitwre - Gifts

3211 W. Wadiey #20, Midlond TX

FOR *140 OR
TWO VITALIZE PEELS
FOR *170

KRIS L. HOWARD, M.D.

West Texas Dermatology
- 8141 Dorado Drive In Odessa

432-563-3113

Center

“‘*lﬁﬁl“h*k“ﬁmmﬂ.m

NCOUPOND

to-speed on the store’s price
matching policy. Heather
Wheeler, who runs savings
website TheKrazyCoupon-
Lady.com, recommends
handling the transaction at
the customer service desk
instead on the cashier.

“(Those staffers are)
trained a little more and are
more knowledgeable,” says
Wheeler.

S. Look beyond
revialiers

You can also price match
depending on how you
pay. EBay Inc.’s payment
processer, PayPal, promises
to match a lower price if
you've already made a pur-
chase using the service.

That includes airline tick-
ets. PayPal will match the
prices of retailers that don’t
let customers use PayPal,
however.

Just fill out a form and
upload a receipt when you
find a lower price. PayPal
will give you back up to
$1,000 for all purchases
made until Dec. 31.

You should also ask your
credit card company to see
if it offers price matching.
It’s rare, but there are a few
cards that do.

4312-550-9181
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Price matchang rules at a glance

@Rﬂ\ded

4304 Andrews
Midliand, Texas 3

432-520-8888
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By Alex Yap than his company’s
Hearst Newspapers .
WASHINGTON — In- |
ternet radio advocates u.':d
pm., University of Texas of the Perm- Culipndi 4n Nochtedty
ian Basin student union; Steve Dudiey, cut the royalties they pay to
556-1920; Brian Farell, 288-7141; pay
B * Joseph Kennedy, CEO
of Pandora — the largest
Now movies online radio broadcaster —
= Mdiand complained to the House |
R Angels decorations frame the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree after it was lit during the 80th Judiciary Committee’s
S S mllemmntwmmmMmem Subcommittee on Intellec-
et | tual Property, Competition
Closed tode: ' I and the Internet that costly
Closed today: No films closing : hwacneg
mdi:ﬁam.w E I I H I from competing with ter- |
Tickets: $24 adults, $22 seniors and G mmmmmmh when it |
mm’m p.m. “Nutcracker . He spoke in favor of the
om0 | NJ spruce lights up at Rockefeller Center | Bincs At voua
Cloasd ey Yoms Comes reduce royalties now paid
' Associated Press daughter. She said she lived in New York by Internet Sﬂm"m such as
” City her whole life and decided this was Pandora that " ﬁa;cuwsto
NEW YORK — An 80-foot Norway the year she was going to see the lighting. Stream music for will
spruce that made it through Superstorm “It’s a bucket list item,” said In 20121 m7|do:a :'
Sandy was transformed into a beacon of D’ Agostino. “I think it starts the whole count for only / percent
shimmering glory Wednesday when New  season.” U.S. radio listening, yet we
“"A Chwristmas Story” (1983), 2and | York C ity Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Balku lost power and other trees during will pay SoundExchange
7 p.m.Wednesday, ‘Home Alone’2 . | others turned its lights on at Rockefeller  the Oct. 29 storm at his residence about almost & quarter n?:n a;lhon
ﬁf&?ﬂ?,‘,‘,‘;a_‘,}m Center. an hour outside of Manhattan. The spruce dollm—fme -
See the Puise entertainment and Thousands of onlookers crowded survived, and Erik Pauze, the head gar- E‘:"‘-’cm Ot:s:ﬁ:;egt;‘cm
dining guide in this issue for movieand | behind barricades on the streets that sur-  dener at Tishman Speyer, one of the own- nnedy i o wiyll
OVD reviews. rounded the center during the traditional ers of Rockefeller Center, picked out the trast, satellite rads pay
tree-lighting ceremony for the Christmas tree. He said he found it by accident when 7.5 percent of u‘el_flm;';~
Community Calendar | holiday secason. A video screen projected  he got lost while returning to the city on a and cable radio wil pay 19
| an image of the tree for those who did not  tree hunting expedition. percent of their fﬂ“?ﬂl:l:
;.m&:‘c’:mm have a direct line of sight. “It wasn’t even on our list. It was a SomndExt change is -l
dlanned for 430530 pm. Dec.20. | 1t makes me want to sing and dance.”  good find,” Pauze said. mﬁ “aﬂlﬂ!“m
This month's featured book is Pris- | Said Zuri Young. who came several hours Pauze said workers prepared for Su- co royalties on behalf
cilla and the Great Santa Search” early with her boyfriend to watch the perstorm Sandy by bracing the tree with of copynight OWM;;
Each child will receive a copy of the | lighting for the first time. cables to secure and protect it. It was Pandora wants the roy-
book. Refreshments will be served. To “I've heard a lot about it. | was kind moved in November. alty ms&lﬂw&ﬂ radio
T G P WoutTotas & otoring | ©f sick of staying home and watching i Officials turned on the lights just before | 1 b¢ t’;‘;l IR S
a winter camp for children 510 12 from | ©ON television,” the 19-year-old nursing 9 p.m. Wednesday in the 80th annual ‘:ﬁe satellit
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Bennett, along with appearances by Billy
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CAF hosts Navy Seal “It’s an experience that | cannot workers building the center put

dog, cook-off

get back home,” said Freyja Shairp, a
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and winners will be announced around
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Al 12:45 p.m., the CAF's Above &
Beyond Seminar Senes features Bella,
who served in the special forces for
three years
Lastly, the EAA Young Eagles
program will be giving free flights to
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time for questions about the flight. Rid-
ers must have parental consent. Rides
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NY mayor seeks more disaster aid

nearly $37 billion cost for

So far about $2 billion
in federal funds — about
half for direct assistance
to individuals — have
been provided to the two
most heavily damaged
states and nine others in
the storm’s path.

There’s about $5 bil-
lion left in the Federal

lief fund, but last year’s
budget agreement permits
President Barack Obama
to seek another $5.4
billion without hitting a
ceiling on spending.

Sen. Susan Collins of
Maine, a member of the
Appropriations Commit-
tee and the top R lican
on the Homeland ity
Committee that oversees
disaster relief, struck a
skeptical note after her
meeting with the mayor.

“It’s going to be a hard
sell,” she said, given Con-
gress’s preoccupation with

LA

fiscal cliff crisis and

m.mm

in the past by House Bud-
mComlneeChdrm

Ryan and other fiscal
conservatives, she said
m‘mf of the new

or Sandy relief

and rebuilding should be
offset by spending cuts in
other government

% it’s just go-
ing to be added to the debt
and that makes it even
more difficult for us to
deal with the fiscal chal-
.. she said.
ollins said she needs to
see more detailed numbers
on damages before decid-
ing on how much Sandy
aid is needed. But she said
New York’s request is
“reasonable” if the dam-
ages can be documented
and added that state and
city officials have not tried
to exaggerate the damag-
es, as she claims happened
with Hurricane Katrina
seven years ago.
Bloomberg and Schum-
er said they were pressing
White House officials for
as much money as pos-
sible, as soon as possible,
but they didn’t know what
amount Obama will seek.
Whatever it is, the
request could get tied up
in the talks aimed at avert-
ing the fiscal cliff — a $6

trillion combination of
automatic tax increases
and spending cuts — be-

NALIUON

ginning in January.
“There’s no doubt this is

going to be a hard fight,”
said Schumer. “We have a
Congress that is decidedly
less friendly to disaster
aid than any in 100 years.
We're in very strenuous

otiations over the fiscal
cliff. We know money is
short in Washi , just
as it is in New York.”

Schumer said he expects
the fight for Sandy money
to drag on for months and
that several emergency
spending bills will be
needed. State officials
worry that Congress’s de-
sire to satisfy the hunger
for aid will fade as time
wears on.

“So far we believe our
colleagues have been very
receptive,” said Schumer.
“But there’s a long road
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Christie said Wednes-
day that it’s up to New
Jersey’s congressional del-
egation — made up of an
equal number of Republl
cans and Democrats —

fight for the $37 billion

in additional aid that he’s
secking.

He said he and New
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
have agreed not to com-
pete with one another for
federal funds.

“We're not going to
allow any political forces
in Washington, D.C., to
divide and conquer us,”
Christie said. “We going
to go down there as a
team, we’re going to work
together and advocate
for the numbers we put
forward.”

States other than New
York and New Jersey now
getting federal aid for
Sandy are West Virginia,
Virginia, Maryland, New
Hampshire, Delaware,
Rhode Island, Con-
necticut, Pennsylvania and
Massachusetts, as well as
the District of Columbia.
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cut infectlons
¢ o
In hospitals
gowns, gloves and instru-
ments during operations (0
prevent spreading
picked up during ;m
procedures.

Some hospitals used spe-
cial wound-protecting de-
vices on surgery openings
to keep intestine germs
from reaching the skin.

The average rate of
infections linked with
colorectal operations at the
seven hospitals dropped

from about 16 percent of
patients during a 10-month

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Prevent-
ing surgery-linked infec-
tions is a major concemn for
howhndnmm

measures can

phase when hospitals
started adopting changes
to almost 11 percent once
groups all the changes had been
the 2 1/2-year project. made.

Solutions included hav- Hospital stays for pa-
ing patients shower with tients who got infections
special germ-fighting soap  dropped from an average
before surgery, and hav- of 15 days to 13 days,
ing surgery teams change which helped cut costs.

1 Peter 3:15
But in your hearts set apart
Christ as Lord. Always be prepared
to give an-answer to everyone
who asks you to give the reason
for the hope that you have.

But do this with gentleness and respect.
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B The fight isn’t about tax rates but
government control and more of it.

ith a chip on his shoulder larger
than his margin of victory, Barack
Obama is ing his second
term by replicating the mistake of his first.
Then his overreaching involved health care
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era top rate of 39.6 would occur in

the very different era of regulatory
excesses and Obamacare taxes. Hence

Ralblhcam resist higher rates.

vmhba:rlmm:heammm
pn ing their “fair share,” it might seem pe-
thaltbeymsovehunmtlya.nnn

— expanding the entitlement state at the

expense of economic growth. Now he seeks _ _ _ ~ essential to the liberal pro

another surge of statism, enlarging the deductions. This would increase that tax’s Ryan's s rldicalldealstlm
portion of gross domestic product grasped  progressivity, without raising rates that peoplc should shop fur health insurance,

by government and dispensed by politics. would

The occasion is the misnamed “fiscal chiff.”
The]:vropermnwfurnhll'neDenmcrauc the story

Party’s agenda.
For 40 years the party’s principal

n incentives. Obama’s com-
promise may be: Let’s do both. Remember
of when the British Admiralty .
sought six new battleships, the Treasury
proposed four, so they compromised on

with government subsidizing En-c

by the less affluent. This would introduce

what soon will be inevitable — means

testing, aka progressivity. But liberals
reject it with a word the incantation of

sources of energy and money — lib- eight. _ . which suffices, they think, as an argument
eral activists, government employees Those proposing higher taxes on the — “voucher.”
unions — have advocated expanding wealthy note that when the income tax This is peculiar because perhaps the

government’s domestic reach by raising
taxes and contracting its foreign reach
by cutting defense. Obama’s four years

began in 1913, the top rate was 7 percent.
But in 1917, war brought a 67 percent
rate. Between 1925 and 1931, the rate was

most successful federal program of the
20th century was essentially a voucher
program. The purpose of the 1944 Ser-

as one of the most liberal senators and 24 percent or 25 percent, but in only five vicemen's Readjustment Act — aka the
his four presidential years indicate he of the subsequent 80 years — 1988-92 —  G.1. Bill of Rights — was to facilitate de-
agrees. Like other occasionally numerate = Was the top rate lower than it is today. mobilization by helping men and women

but prudently reticent liberals, he surely
understands that the entitlement state he
favors requires raising taxes on the co-
hort that has most of the nation’s money
— the middle class.

Mitt Romney as candidate and others
before and since have suggested increas-
ing revenues by capping income tax

OUR VIEW

Midland’s No. 2 spot

on national income

news 1s not surprising.

The average income for Midlanders — including wages, invest-

ments and welfare and unemployment benefits — rose by 11.9

percent in 2011 to $65,173 per capita, according to the report. The

increase in Midland’s average income from 2010 to 2011 is actu-

ally lower percentage-wise than 2009-10, when per capita personal

income rose by 12.9 percent from $51,947 in 2009 to $58,262 in
2010.

Odessa expenenced an even
age-wise, rising 12.4 percent from $34,163 in 2010 to $38,385 in
2011. This earned Odessa the No. 149 spot on the list.

Midland previously has been high on such lists, dati
as the 1950s. Midland has long been known to be a “white collar”
community with a lot of wealth.

So to be on the list is not a shocker, but it’s a position that we
relish. We especially appreciate this placement at a ime when so
many communities across
jobs and high unemployment.

Republicans, however, respond that
because lower rates reduce incentives to
distort economic decisions, they promote
growth by enhancing efficiency. Hence fect.
restoration of the highe
a giant step away from, and might ef-
fectively doom, pro-growth
Furthermore, restoration of the Chinton-

list isn’t big surprise

idland has landed the No. 2 ranking for per capita income
in metropolitan areas across the nation, according to a re-

cent U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis report. This good

INcrease in income percent-

dating as far back

the country are suffering from a lack of

acquire educations and buy houses — and
hence form families. The government did
not build universities or houses. It, in ef-
gave individuals conditional cash —
vouchers — by helping to pay for home
loans and college tuition.

Liberals’ strenuous objection to vouch-
ers is that vouchers, as the functional

e

r rates would be

tax reform.

FETIN S«

B Parents ultimately need to be involved
in discussing with teens issues of sex and

pregnancy.
et’s start with a beyond-dispute premise: We
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equivalent of cash, empower individu-
als to make choices. It is the business
of the liberals’ administrative state,
staffed by experts, to make choices for
inexpert mdmduals This is why, while
Democrats in Washington are working to
reduce the portion of Americans’ pu
income that is disposed of by
choices, two tentacles of the
cratic Party — the Indiana and Louisiana
teachers unions — are currently in their
states’ courts waging futile fights against
school choice programs, lest thousands
of low- and moderate-income parents be
as empowered as millions of demobilized
servicemen were.
Washington’s contentiousness about the

“cliff” is producing a blizzard of numbers.
The argument, however, is not about this
or that tax rate but about the nature of the
American regime. When the Republican
House majority acts as though it has a
mind — and a mandate — of its own, this
is not Washington being “dysfunctional,”
it is the separation of powers functlomng
as the Founders intended. Their m
requires concurrent congressi majori-
ties — one in the Senate, with its unique
constituencies and electoral rhythms,
another in the House, with its constituen-
cies and rhythms. And at least 219 of the
234 House Republicans won in November
by margins larger than Obama s national

margin.

On teen sex, what’s a step too far?

ESTHER

‘ high pres

For us, Midland’s ranking symbolizes an economy that is work-
ing near full potential. That’s really why we are glad to be on this
list. We don’t view the ranking as an opportunity to gloat about our
wealth. It is more an opportunity to bring attention to our economic
well-being.

We are very happy people are working in the Permian Basin.
When people can work, they can make money. That’s what is tak-
ing place in our community right now.

What most people won’t see in these rankings is that our status
comes with a price. The community has a hard time keeping up
with the growth, which is evident by increased traffic problems
and school enrollment, lack of affordable housing and stress on the
infrastructure.

Still, it’s a good position to be in when you consider some of the
alternatives.

We wholeheartedly agree with Amarillo economist Karr Ingham
— who prepares the Midland-Odessa Regional Economic Index
for the Midland Development Corp. and Security Bank — when he
said, “All participants in a growing economy are much better off
than they are in a flat, stagnant economy.”

And we should take that to the bank and cash it.

MIDLAND COLLEGE MIDLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
3600 N. Garfield, Midland, TX 79705 2200 W. linois, Midiand, TX 79701
Phone: 685-4500; Fax: 6854522 Phone: 685-1111; Fax 6854970

Website: midiand. edu - Website:

Réf)iglurté%-Telegmm

President Russell Meyers 685-1584
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" of 13. The schools are

need to do everything possible to prevent
unwanted teen pregnancy.

But should pediatricians pre-prescribe “mom-
ing-after” pills to girls under 17, as the American
Academy of Pediatrics has suggested?

Even though I'm the mother of two teen boys,
I believe that if | were instead charged with the
health and well-being of two teen girls I'd be say-
ing “Heck, yeah!”

But who am | to say that other parents would
feel the same way, even if for the sake of the
greater common good?

My next-door neighbors are a devoutly church-
going Hispanic couple with two sons and a
15-year-old daughter. The father of the family,

a cheery Mexican immigrant who holds fast to
uuhumnlconsewanwmhglousulemm

his daughter’s ve rights — which is to
say he probably doesn’t believe she has any —
would surely not feel comfortable if he thought
hlsdaughtcrsphysmanwouldgweheraccessto
morning-after pills “just in case.”

You might be saying to yourself that this child
is probably an excellent candidate for becoming
one of the 55.7 per 1,000 Hispanic ages 15

percent of
pregnancies are unintended — and you'd be
absolutely right. The overall teen birth rate in Cook

County, IIL., 1s an astonishing 49 per 1,000 com-

. pared to the national benchmark of 22 per 1,000.
With this terrible state of affairs, wouldn’t it
seem obvious that should take mat-
ters into their own hands and provide explicit,
unsolicited counseling about birth control and

SMEIgency pregnancy prevention to teens, and

mmnﬂymyh independent of a parent’s wishes?

wluemlxegmncmmmuymﬂ
. For instance, New York

schmhfweapowufnld:dhiﬂ
underinsured families and teens who .
start sexual activity before the age
pilot programs to
plovihhﬂwomd moming-after pills right
. Health officials there recently
Mpummﬁncmthﬂnmm
ut more widely, 1 think some parents would
find a way to take their children to doctors with a
reputation for ignoring the academy’s guidance. -

tol9whogwbnﬂle\uyyeu
these

journal of the American

CEPEDA

Washington Post Writers Group

Like those parents who believe routine vaccina-
tions will i harm their children, there
would be some girls who would spend their ado-
lescence without any care at all.

What we're really witnessing here is the medical
establishment’s acknowledgement that way too
many parents refuse to admit that in our highly
sexualized society, they are the ones who need to
provide their children with reliable information
about safe sex.

Because overall averages of teen pregnancy have
been going downfulhﬂ:efewmfd;ﬂmcm'iesm
opportunity here to get to the root o m,
which is less about what talks doctors should be
having with their minor patients and more about
what information be shared at home.

Studies such as “Paternal Influences on Ado-
lescent Sexual Risk Behaviors: A Structured
Literature Review,” which in the official
) Academy of Pediatrics in
October, have shown that kids of parents who have
respectful, meaningful and informative conversa-
tions about sex are less likely to engage in risky
behaviors leading to unintended pregnancy and
sexually transmitted discases.

If the pediatric medical establishment wants
lognahuﬂﬂcod:fyapohcythusays“hlkto

your kids about safe sex or we’ll do it for you,” it
mbnu-m-hmdmthmllmuo-
Tn::tm the AAP tells pediatricians

as

to initiate these talks with kids, the American
Medical Association and the Centers for Disease
screen patients are parents
provide their kids with
tion, give them a score &iwl
hhhhoodhmmmky“%ﬂ
pmnbthmthemtom“” |
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official government duties.
to believe | Rep. The manual says that if a
Silvestre Reyes Reyes’ campaign committee paid House member’s campaign
violated ethics mendations to the House E.thlcs | approximately $13,000 in ex- conducts a transaction with the
rules and federal Cﬂ. to resolve them™ while carrying penses relating to his daughter’s  member or someone in his or
law by conduct- In Reyes” case, the office out his official duties “with the residence in Washington, where  her family, campaign records
ing campaign recommended that the eth- highest level of integrity, strictly  the congressman a t0 have  must establish the need for the
meetings on ics committee investigate and adhering to the rules goveming”  a campaign office. goods and services, and efforts
House property  subpoena Reyes, who refused to  the House. included pest control, Internet, must be made to establish a fair
and using cam- cooperate with the office’s probe. The allegations were first telephone, cable and electricity. market value.
paign money to  The House committee said the by the El Paso Times in The House Ethics Manual Federal law says political
Reyes Ey expenses for referral does not reflect any judg- May. The independent panel’s states that Hmnc donations cannot be converted to
| daughter’s ment that violations occurred. report, adopted 6-0 in August notbemedto public use, and a House rule bars
residence. : Reyes spokesman, Jose Bor- but not publicly released at that or political activities, inc a member from converting the
T?wOfﬁceofConglmwml jonsmdmasmcm:mthanhc time in accordance with House strategy sessions. funds to personal use in excess of
Ethics report was sent to the lawmaker was “pleased that the rules, found: Federal law makes it llbgal legitimate and verifiable cam-
House Ethics Committee, which  Ethics Committee took no further B Reyes’ 2011 Federal Elec- for a federal employee, including  paign expenditures.

Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS —
Two BP nig supervisors
and a former BP executive
pleaded not guilty Wednes-
day to criminal charges
stemming from the deadly
Deepwater Horizon rig ex-
plosion and the company’s
response to the massive
2010 spill in the Gulf of
Mexico.

BP well site leaders
Robert Kaluza and Donald
Vidrine, along with former
BP vice president of explo-
ration for the Gulf David
Rainey, remained free on
bond following their ar-
raignments in federal court.

Kaluza and Vidrine are
charged with manslaugh-
ter in the deaths of 11 ng
workers. They are accused
of disregarding abnormally
high pressure readings that
should have been glaring
indications of trouble just
before the blowout of BP’s
Macondo well.

Rainey was charged
separately with concealing
information from Congress
about the amount of oil
that was leaking from the
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well. Millions of gallons
of crude oil spewed from
BP’s well for months.

Kaluza professed his
innocence on his way into
court, making his first
public comments since the
April 2010 explosion that
killed his co-workers.

“l think about the
tragedy of the Decpwa-
ter Horizon every day,”
Kaluza told reporters. “But
| did not cause this tragedy.
I am innocent and | put my
trust, reputation and future
in the hands of the judge
and the jury.”

Kaluza and Vidrine’s
lawyers both accused the
Justice Department of us-
ing their clients as scape-
goats. They noted that
other government inves-
tigations have spread out
the blame for the disaster
and concluded it was the
product of a complex se-
ries of mistakes, made both
onshore and on the rig.

“Bob and Don did their
jobs,” said Shaun Clarke,
one of Kaluza’s attorneys.
“They did them correctly
and they did them in accor-
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WASHINGTON — A
moderate Republican
senator, vital to any White
House hopes of getting
U.N. Ambassador Susan
Rice confirmed as secre-
tary of state, said Wednes-
day she couldn’t back any
nomination until more

questions are answered

about the deadly Sept. 11
attack in Libya and Rice’s
State Department role dur-
ing the 1998 U.S. Embas-
sy bombing in Kenya.

In a fresh suggestion of
eroding GOP support for
Rice, Sen. Susan Collins,
of Maine, emerged from
a 90-minute, closed-door
meeting with the ambassa-
dor voicing new criticism
of her initial account
about Libya. Collins also
questioned what Rice,
the assistant secretary of
state for African Affairs
in the Clinton administra-
tion, knew about requests
for enhanced embassy
security before the Nairobi
truck bombing.

Pressed on how she
would vote if President
Barack Obama names Rice
to succeed Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton, Collins said, “I would
need to have additional
information before I could
her nomination.”
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Obama came to Rice’s
defense during a Cabinet
meeting, calling her “ex-
traordinary” and saying
he couldn’t be prouder of
the job she has done as
U.N. ambassador. Cabinet
members joined Obama
in applauding Rice, who
attended the meeting.
Obama has not named a
replacement for Clinton,
who has said she intends
to step down soon.

At the State Department,
Clinton was asked about
her possible replacement.

“Susan Rice has done
a great job as our ambas-
sador to the United Na-
tions,” Clinton said. “Of
course, this decision about
my successor is up to the
president, but I am very
happy he has the opportu-
nity with a second term to
make a decision.”

The misgivings from
Collins, the top Repub-
lican on the Homeland
Security Committee,
came one day after three
other GOP senators said
they would try to block
Rice’s nomination. Sens.
John McCain of Arizona,

. Lindsey Graham of South
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3 BP employees | Lawmakers mount questions for Rice
arraigned on Gulf
oil spill charges

Carolina and Kelly Ayotte
of New Hampshire said
they were more troubled
than ever by Rice’s
answers on Libya even
though the ambassador
conceded that her much-
maligned first explanation
was wrong.

In an unusual move,
Rice and acting CIA
Director Michael Morell
have held two days of
private meetings with
Republican senators in
hopes of assuaging their
concerns. Privately, Sen-
ate Republicans said they
had hoped the conversa-
tions would quiet the
criticism as they want to
avoid the spectacle of a
postelection challenge to a
female African-American
nominee.

Instead, the sessions
have cast further doubt
on her chances for the top
State Department job and
increased the likelihood
of a protracted fight if
Obama does choose her.
Although Democrats will
have 55 votes in the next
Congress, the president
would need the support of
five Republicans to avoid
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