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ty of Rockwall holds Town Hall Meetings
Lake Rockwall Estates development

 Williams
of Rockwall held the
s planned Town Hall
a Thursday, July 23
its preliminary sug-
¢ improvements to
wall Estates and hear
rom residents and the
sese ideas.
writy of homeowners
. at the meeting ex-
acern with the pos-
* duplexes, tri-plexes
Jexes being allowed
he ncighborhood, the
‘vandalism, road dete-
‘used by large trucks
bghborhood roads and
“ality of drinking wa-

‘aCroix, Director of
rtheCity of Rockwall,
¢ suggestions made
smember city council
vee, which worked in
h city staff. He said
e was to look at what
ghborhood — houses,
* floodplains, and a
- and come up with
an that will improve
operty and quality of
wsaid the first thing
ittee had to do was

s area and break it
workable parts. Area
and west of the lake
inantly single fam-
Itis accessible from

Tubbs Drive and Horizon Road.
Area 2, accessible from County
Line Road, is south and east of
the lake. It is a mix of mobile
homes, manufactured homes and
single family homes. Area 3 is
the floodplain and open space
around the lake. Although there
are some homes existing in the
floodplain, LaCroix said future
construction of homes or busi-
nesses there would not be al-
lowed.

He did, however, say the area
could be used for park land,
walking trails, sports fields and
other recreational uses. He said
the city hopes that as the existing
homes become available, they
could be removed to allow for
more open space.

As far as developing zoning
for Lake Rockwall Estates, the
subcommittee proposed the cre-
ation of a Planned Development
District, which is allowable un-
der the City's codes. A PDD al-
lows the city council to permit
“combines uses” in an area, with
both residential and business
uses.

“The Planned Development
District allows the city council
to make certain conditions and
regulations that they may not
make in a normal zoning district.
And, a PDD is a little more regu-
lated and has more conditions
that make them usually tighter as
to what you can and cannot do in

ey
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The next Town Hall meeting to discuss new zoning proposals and improvements to Lake Rockwall Estates will be from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Aug. 6 at the Lake Rockwall Estates Community Center, 375 Eva Place.
Staff Photo by Kathy Williams/Rockwall County News

them,” LaCroix said.

Residential vs. Business

In light of the PDD consider-
ation, LaCroix said the consen-
sus of the subcommittee and city
council is that “Lake Rockwall
Estates was intended to be a
residential development — not

T Blood Center phlebotomist Swuigly
“*thon at the Monday, July 27, Alliance Bank of Heath blo
‘“-“'h Thornburg, who is battling breast cancer. She was
2 has been undergoing treatment since then. It was recen
o0 and may need another in the future. Anyone not
¢ blood for Thornburg through the Carter Blood Care
SPON048246. Response to the call for donations
I,}y Was so great, Carter Blood Center sent not one,
‘dle the work load. The blood drive was sponsored by A

Photo by Kathy Williams/Rockwall County News

DeLeon takes a blood donation from Circle C Sales owner
od drive benefiting their employee,
diagnosed with breast cancer in October
tly determined she needed a blood
able t(; make Monday’s blood drive can
Life Plan Program by giving her patient
from Chamber of Commerce members and fhe
but two donation buses to the bank parking

lliance Bank.

business or commercial. It was
intended to be for homes. We
have designated the area as a
residential district and will zone
it as such.”

LaCroix said there are busi-
nesses mixed in with the homes
and those may be Grandfathered
ordesignated “Non-Conforming”
and may apply to continue to
do business in the commu-
nity. The proposed PDD does
not allow for non-residential
land use, with an exception for
“Home Occupations.” Home
Occupations are defined in the
city code as a residence having
a personal office where business
is conducted out of the home
without the need for any special
equipment; no employees other
than family members; no adver-
tisements or signs on the resi-
dence; clients do not come to the
home; no delivery trucks in and
out on a daily basis, etc.

“You could have clients come
in occasionally, but it has to re-
main like a normal home. It
doesn’t look like a business,” he
said.

Homes that are used for institu-
tional purposes, such as in-home
day care centers, churches and
schools, would need to apply for
a Special Use Permit (SUP) from
the Rockwall city council.

The city would consider
“Grandfathering™ existing com-
mercial businesses in the neigh-
borhood. LaCroix said they may
develop a permit or application
that will identify the business

as having existed at the time of

annexation by the city. He said
the business will then be permit-
ted to continue to operate as long
as it conducts that same type
of business and doesn’t change
to offer a new service. He also
said any existing business within
LRE that shuts down for more
than six months would lose the
right to reopen in the neighbor-
hood.
SF7 Designation

All PDDs must have a base zon-
ing in place and the city has des-
ignated Lake Rockwall Estates
to be SF7 - Single Family resi-
dential dwellings, with 7" desig-

(Continued on Page 3)
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Farmers Market open Saturday

The Farmers Market in downtown Rockwall will be open
from 8 a.m. to noon, offering fresh produce, toffee, salad dress-
ings, gourmet food mixes, roasted coffee, local honey, plants
and herbs. The market will be open each Saturday through
September. For details call 972-772-6400.

Free immunization clinic scheduled

Get recommended immunizations, including newly required
shots for first- and seventh-grade students, at a free clinic set
for 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday at the First United Methodist
Church, 1200 E. Yellow Jacket Lane, Rockwall. Children to
age 18 will be served; no appointment required, but must be
accompanied by a parent or guardian. Immunization records
will be needed. For more details visit carevan.org or call 972-
689-8285.

Conservatives, coffee meeting slated

Rockwall County Conservatives and Coffee, a grassroots
group of citizens dedicated to a belief in conservative values
and the betterment of the community, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday at Texas Roast, 2435 Ridge Road, Rockwall. Sent.
Bob Deuell will be on hand to discuss local, state and national
issues with conservatives of all ages. For more information call
214-793-2923.

Geocaching class scheduled

A class on geocaching — high-tech treasure hunting done out-
doors through the use of GPS devices — will be offered at 11
a.m. on Saturday. Cost to participate will be $5 for Rockwall
residents, $8 for non-residents. For more information call 972-
771-7740 or visit rockwall.com/parks.

Learn outdoor cooking in Myers Park class

An outdoor cooking class will be offered beginning at 1 p.m.
Saturday. Participants will learn simple ways to prepare food -
from propane cooking stoves to foil dinner packs with charcoal.
Cost will be $5 for Rockwall residents, $8 for non-residents. To
pre-register call 972-771-7740 or visit rockwall.com/parks.

Church to introduce new pastor

The First Presbyterian Church, Rockwall, is inviting the com-
munity to meet its new pastor, Cheryl Taylor, who will preach
her first sermon during the 11 a.m. Sunday service. A reception
will immediately follow. The church is located near 1-30 and
Ridge Road at 602 White Hills Drive. Call 972-771-5702 for
more details.

Deadline nears for goody bag contributions

Monday 1s the deadline for contributions for the goody
bags to be distributed at the Aug. 14 New Teacher/Employee
Breakfast to be hosted by the Rockwall Area Chamber of
Commerce. Goody bag donations or prizes would be appreci-
ated. Sponsorships are available. For information e-mail sha-
ron@ rockwallchamber.org.

Rockwall church plans SWIM
l'he First Christian Church, Rockwall, will host SWIM
(Sensational Worship in Motion), a creative arts camp designed

News Briefs Continued on Page 3




Contributed by The City of
Heath

Johnny Solis had many career
choices as a young man, but a
desire to serve others led him to
the City of Heath.

“I was going to college and
running my own landscape
company when I enrolled in the
police academy in 1988," he
said. “I kept up with my college
and my business activities, but
when I was offered one of the
first full-time officer positions
available in the City of Heath,
the decision was easy.”
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City of Heath DPS Sergeant Johnny Solis retires after 21 ye:

Solis left college in his se-
nior year to accept the job offer
in Heath and served the grow-
ing community for the next 21
years.

“My career in Heath has been
wonderful,” says Solis, who of-
ficially retired as a sergeant from
the City on June 30. *It has been
exciting to see the community go
from fields where cotton grew
to a town with streets, schools
and parks. A lot of progress has
been made, and there’s going to
be so much more in the next 10
years.”

“We have been very fortunate
to have an officer of Johnny's
caliber serving our community
forover two decades,” said Heath
Mayor John Ratcliffe as the City
Council honored Solis during a
recent council meeting. “While
saving scores of lives and prop-
erties, he has been an integral
part of the Department of Public
Safety’s development.”

“Johnny started his career in
Heath while the department was
still in its formative stages. He
was a leader who made many
contributions and earned numer-
ous commendations,” said Terry
Garrett, chief and director of

emergency medical scr\‘iccs.
That change was made in 2000,
and Solis was the first officer to
become triple certified inall three
disciplines. That meant when he
arrived as a first responder to a
call for help, Solis was able to
immediately begin doing what-
ever was required to save a life
or property.

While Solis took his respon-
sibilities to the community very
seriously, he could always be
counted on to lighten the mood
when needed. Promoted to ser-
geant in 1991 and serving as
interim Chief three times dur-

ing his tenure, Solis will best be
remembered by colleagues and
residents for his jovial nature
and amusing stories.

“Johnny’s sense of humor was
always a welcome part of what

can be a difficult job,” said Chief

Garrett.  “Nick-named “Mr.
Heath’ by a former chief, he was
a well-liked officer among his
peers and a recognized personal-
ity in the community. Residents
would often ask for him specifi-
cally when they needed assis-
tance.”

And that’s what Solis will
miss the most in his retirement.
“It was very rewarding to get to

know and become
SO many people,” |
people of Heath
wonderful.” :
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Marriage Dissolution Services
--Free In-Person Consultation--
972-771-2228 or 972-636-7102

Telephone answered until 9:00 p.m. for appointnients
We provide appointments Monday through Sunday

Bill Bell, J.D., LL.M., Attorney

the Heath Department of Public
Safety. “Johnny always took his
service to the community seri-
ously, and he was always striv-
ing to find the best solution to a
problem.”

Different in structure
~_ Former County Judge _ than traditional Police and
and Chief Elected Official of Rockwall County Bire Departments Heath’s

--Offices in Rockwall--

y ; Department of Public Safety
www_judgebillbell.com

combines fire rescue, police and

Anniversary CELEBRATION
Bally Bead & Jewelrny

1 We are celebrating the 2 year anniversary of our retail store
To show our appreciation we are are offering

20% OFF Retail -
10% OFF Wholesale

(Bulk Beads & Finished Jewelry)
Discount valid 8/7/09 to 9/7/09

Located at

Hours:
| Mon-Fri 10-5
Sat 10-4

2304 Ridge Road, Rockwall #972-771-4515

| et to the bottom of your sleep disorder
all right here.
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Johnny Solis

Free, reduced-cost immunizati
offered at several locations

A series of free or reduced-cost immunization clinics have been scheduled for next month
families prepare for the upcoming school year.

Free immunizations will be offered for children through the age of 18 on Aug. 1 at the
Methodist Church of Rockwall, 1200 E. Yellow Jacket Lane. Provided by the Blue Cross and
of Texas care van, vaccines will be made available from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for eligible child
accompanied by a parent or guardian. Parents should bring their children’s immunization
more details on this event, visit carevan.org.

The BC/BS of Texas care van will be at the Amanda Rochell Elementary School cafeteria,
Ct., in Rockwall from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Aug. 13 to offer free immunizations. Eligi
through the age of 18 will be served. Children must be accompanied by a parent or guardians
tion records will be needed. Visit the Web site listed above for more information.

On Aug. 19, the Texas Department of State Health Services Region 2/3 Field Office will ¢
nizations at a clinic at Utley Middle School, 1201 T.L. Townsend Drive, in Rockwall. Pai
bring their children’s immunization records and any letters from school outlining immuniz
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Immunization fees for this clinic will be based on a sliding scale; Medicaid will be acceptt

The clinic at Utley will run from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Physicals, shots offered by Helping Hani

The Health Center of Helping Hands is offering $25 school and sports physicals for all chilc
less of insurance or financial status.

Vaccinations are also available at the center for children who are uninsured, on Medica: §
families cannot afford insurance co-pays. Restrictions on shot recipients are dictated by fed
tions tied to the Vaccine for Children Program that supplies the Health Center’s vaccines.

Shots range in cost from $14.85 for one to $35 for five or more.

Parents should take note that each student entering the seventh grade will be required to ha
gococcal vaccine and a second dose of chickenpox vaccine if these immunizations have not a 8
administered.

Also, if it’s been more than five years since a seventh-grade student has had a tetanus booste
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ess Venty H:&- «ouths tap into their God-given talents, Aug. 3-6 from 9
moreumcf ‘& 1, and from 3 p.m.to 7 p.m. Aug. 7; sack lunches should
CIUding hi i‘hl . For more information visit the church’s Web site at fe-
and g Ef\ com.
CITJTUNE: FUMC Heath to host Bible school
He::f] C”_\ o } United Methodist Church of Heath will host its vacation
St Depam&: ol from 9 a.m. to noon Aug. 3-7. Sign-up sheets are avail-
) _) Scfgﬁ‘auj-_, church office or at the church Web site: fumcheath org.
» years of sen;, I n costs $15 per child or $35 for three or more in the same

ll_nu), Ser B solarships are available. For details call 972-771-6732.

VBS event set at Lavon FBC

- Baptist Church of Lavon, 210 Main St., will host a vaca-
school from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Aug. 3-7. Theme for the
@hwi“ be open to children ages three through sixth grade
j), will be Boomerang Express: It All Comes Back to Je-
gg.;egister, visit fbclavon.org through Sunday; registration
hipleted at the door on the first evening. Call 972-843-3788
ormation.
Secret Agent Camp set

ied science activities will be offered in a Secret Agent
i‘youths ages 9-12. The event will run from 9 a.m. to noon
7 in the Rockwall ISD Education Center Gym. Cost will
sr Rockwall residents, $210 for non-residents. For more
it rockwall.com/parks.

\Republican Lunch Bunch event slated

‘kwall County Republican Lunch Bunch will meet at 11:30
wesday at Luigi’s Italian Café, Rockwall. Cost will be $10,
Munch, beverage, tax and tip; pay at the door. No reserva-
“red for this informal social gathering of area Republicans.
 call Dalton Kennimer, 972-636-4034.

. City to host neighborhood meeting

[ 8

b of Rockwall will host a meeting at the Lakepointe Church
W Center, 375 Eva St. in the Lake Rockwall Estates, to
 residents and answer questions concerning the upcoming
!.;n. for the neighborhood. Other development issues
seussed. The meeting will run from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
MFormore details call 972-771-7700.

eanne Lay & Fat Tuesday to perform

by & Fat Tuesday will perform at the free City of Rockwall
W the Lake Series event beginning at 7:30 p.m. Thursday at
st Amphitheater, 2047 Summer Lee Drive. For details visit
~om/parks.

RHHS cheerleaders offer camp

kwall-Heath High School cheerleaders will offer a general
p for youth ages 5 to 13 from 9 a.m. to noon on Aug. 7 at
st will be $25 (cash or check); T-shirts will be available at

310, For more information contact Krissy Edwards, cheer
‘hair, at 214-577-8623.
Health Fair set in Royse City

fair will be conducted in Royse City from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
the City Hall, 305 N. Arch St. The free event will include
ormational booths, food vendors, health screenings, speak-
asses. Carter BloodCare also will be on site for a blood
r more details e-mail robertrmontgomery@tenethealth.
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ROCRVERTI Prisis to Confidence: Seeking God'’s Guidance in Uncertain
| outlining 1mmes

Times,” an overview of the current investment climate and
le can depend on God'’s faithfulness, will be led by George
n American National Bank vice president and financial
he event, hosted by First Christian Church, Rockwall, will
d open to the public beginning at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 11 at the
375 Ridge Road. For more details call 972-771-5526.

‘ree Kindermusik preview class offered

*kwall School of Music will offer a free Kindermusik pre-
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Aug. 12. Kindermusik
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designating the new minimum lot size of 7.000 square feet.

“The city recognizes that some lots may have been combined to
make bigger lots, some may have been sold and some mobile home
sites are odd sizes,” LaCroix said. “The most equitable way to allow
for lots that aren’t the correct size is to have a minimum lot size of
5,000 square feet. It's less than the 7.000 square feet but it will avoid
creating a Non-Conformity on a house or trailer on the lot.”

The minimum suggested house size, which conforms with existing
city regulations, would be 1,100 square feet. “We are going to main-
tain that same regulation at Lake Rockwall Estates of 1,100 square
feet. There may be some houses out there already that are smaller
and we will Grandfather those. It doesn’t mean you have to change
your home. For a replacement mobile home or manufactured home.
that will be the standard you will want to use,” LaCroix said

Lot sizes will be standardized as much as possible, with a minimum
lot depth of 100 feet, a minimum width of 50 feet, setback in front
of 20 feet from the street right-of-way and a 10 foot rear setback
LaCroix said property owners will not have to change their lot size
if it does not meet these specifications unless they choose to make
changes or improvements to the lot or purchase a new lot.

The maximum height of a structure’s roof pitch as measured from
the center point will be 32 feet. Coverage of a building will be the
same as is required throughout the city — any structure more than 120
square feet and 10 feet in height must be 80% masonry, which can
include brick or stone, or Hardy Plank.

LaCroix said the subcommittee and city council recognize that the
neighborhood comes with special circumstances and residents will
need a way to go to the council “to be able to ask for things that are
not normal to the rest of the city. We have existing homes that are
too close to the lot lines, lots that are cut in strange configurations, a
home that may sit over a lot line or the setback is off.”

The subcommittee is working out a way for residents of Lake
Rockwall Estates to go to the Planning and Zoning Commission and
city council to ask for exceptions to rules if they are a hardship on the
resident or the property. “If it’s built wrong and you can't fix it, you
will have to prove to the city council it’s a hardship and ask for an
exemption to the rules,” he said.

Rental Property

In Area 2, some duplexes and tri-plexes already exist and LaCroix
said the subcommittee suggested it may be advantageous to allow
more of the homes, including even four-plexes, to be built. “This is
only a recommendation. It hasn’t been approved by Planning and
Zoning or the city council. It was just a recommendation that we
looked at it,” he said.

Area 2, which has about 600 lots, could also accommodate town-
homes and zero lot-line homes. LaCroix said the subcommittee rec-
ommended limiting the multi-unit dwellings to 250 units. A duplex
would count as two units, a tri-plex would count as three, etc. and the
larger square footage of the homes would require bigger lots. “Any-
one building these types of units must get a Special Use Permit (SUP)
from the city council to build. It would be a zoning request and they
will send letters to neighbors surrounding the lot and public hearings
will be held before they could be built.”

Lake Rockwall Estates resident Cindy Ellis said allowing duplexes
and tri-plexes would bring more people into the area than single fam-
ily homes and “crowd it up.” She also said she 1s concerned with the
“character of people” who would rent the units. Ellis said her home
has been vandalized and broken into several times and is concerned
rental units would attract more crime to the area.

Mobile Homes

LaCroix said the replacement of older mobile homes within the
neighborhood would have to meet certain criteria to allow for a new
one to take its place. The city council currently does not allow for
the replacement of mobile homes, but the subcommittee is proposing
a one time replacement with the following conditions: The replace-
ment home, whether new or pre-owned, must be habitable and HUD-
coded for after 1976. In other words, it cannot be more than 33 years
old and must meet updated post-1976 industry coding standards; it
must be permanently attached to a concrete foundation, the roof pitch

#
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 15 at Myers Park Pool. Cost will be $5 per
dog; swimming pet owners will swim free of charge. All dogs must
have proof of rabies vaccinations to be eligible to participate.

Cain plans barbecue event

A barbecue is planned at Cain Middle School from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Aug. 17 in the school cafeteria. Incoming seventh- and eighth-grade
students are invited to attend to enjoy food, fun and games in celebra-
tion of the new school year. The new Cain principal, Jason Johnston,
and other new teachers and employees will be on hand to meet the
students. For more details call 972-772-1170.
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should be 3 and 12 inches; a minimum of 90 percent of the extenor
materials, including the skirting, must be Hardy Plank or lath siding
If the resident wants to use masonry siding, such as bnck or stone,
it must comply with the city's current code of 80 percent masonry
coverage and the one-time replacement home must be newer than the
home removed and must at least be as large and meet the proposed
minimum home size of 1,100 square feet

Sex Offender Monitoring

During the public hearing portion of the meeting, Lake Rockwall
Estates resident Leslie Price asked if sex offenders in the neighbor-
hood would be monitored by the police department. She said there
are at least 15 sex offenders that she knows of in the neighborhood.

Assistant Police Chief Kirk Riggs said once Lake Rockwall Estates
was annexed by the city in February 2009, all registered sex offend-
He said a police
officer is assigned to monitor those individuals and has visited with

ers in the neighborhood fell under the city’s rules

them since the annexation to inform them of the changes in their sta-
tus. He said the officer continues to check up on those individuals,

but “hopefully they will get tired of us and move on.”
Vandalism and Curfews

Lake Rockwall Estates resident Joseph Hayes also commented on
the increase in vandalism and said he would like to see stricter cur-
fews for young people. Assistant Chief Riggs said since the annexa-
tion, curfews within Lake Rockwall Estates have been more strictly
enforced. “Curfew calls have gone up considerably in Lake Rock-
wall Estates. Loud music calls have increased, too. If you need us,
call us. It will take some time for everyone to make the changes, but
give us a call.”

Riggs said, “Vandalism isn't unique to Lake Rockwall Estates. We
need neighbors to work together and call the police for help. The
police have the knowledge and skills to help you, especially with our
Crime Watch program.”

The City of Rockwall teen curfew restricts young people age 17
and under from being out without an adult between the hours of
11:01 p.m. and 6 a.m. Sunday through Thursday and between 12:01
a.m. and 6 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday. From June | to August
15, the time changes to 12:01 a.m. seven days a week. LaCroix said
the curfew excuses any teens driving home from a job after the set
hours.

Next Town Hall Meeting

The city has scheduled two additions meetings at the Lake Pointe
Church Community Center in Lake Rockwall Estates, located at 375
Eva Place, to meet with residents and answer questions about pro-
posed zoning for the neighborhood and to discuss other development
ISSues.

The second meeting was held on Thursday, July 30, and the third
will be from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 6.

Housewarmers of Rockwall County
Carol and Jay Edwards
972-489-9767
cedwards@housewarmerusa.com
www.housewarmerusaicom/rockwall
Opening new doors for your business!
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Could Someone You Know
Benefit from Assisted Living?

We offer:

* A caring 24 Hour Staff Assisting with Medications, Dressing, Bathing & More

 Opportunities to Socialize with Others

» Home Health Services

 Our Pharmacy delivers meds daily

» Wellness and Safety Checks

* Transportation to Dr. Appointments

» Large Selection of Apartment Sizes to Fit your Budget

e Chef Prepared Meals with Selections

e A Chance to Maintain Individuality and Independence

« Knowing That We Are Here to be of Service

Your pet can live with you!

Summer Ridge Assisted Living and
Retirement Community

License #030301
3020 Ridge Road
Rockwall, Texas 75032
972.771.2800

ene Randles and

¢ 9 SENIOR CARE

/ CENTERS
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Rockwall Library planning week of celebration for first anniversges "

The Rockwall County Library is planning to celebrate its one-year
anniversary in September with a week of fun activities for families.
The celebration will take place Tuesday, September 8 through Satur-
day, September 12, 2009.

Children ages two through 12 can register that week for a chance
to win a cuddly Facthound stuffed dog, along with a bag of books.
The drawing will be held at 4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 12. You need not
be present to win.

While the library will be closed on Monday, Sept. 7, for Labor Day,
the rest of the week will be jammed packed with activities, shows

and surprises to celebrate the library’s first birthday in its beautiful
new home.

The activities planned so far are:

Tuesday, Sept. 8, 11 a.m.: Our dear friend and popular puppeteer
Sandy Shrout is back—this time with the story of “How the Dragon
Got His Fire.” For good listeners ages four and up. )

Wednesday, Sept. 9, 11 a.m.: The Creature Teacher brings live ani-
mals for show-and-tell. For good listeners ages three and up.

Thursday, Sept. 10,7 p.m.: Stories with Head Children’s Librarian
Doreen Miller about libraries, followed by a scavenger hunt. Chil-

Form 50-211
(Rev. 05-06/8)
2009 Property Tax Rates in Rockwall County
This notice concerns 2009 property tax rates for County of Rockwall, Texas. It presents information about three
tax rates. Last year’s tax rate is the actual rate the taxing unit used to determine property taxes last year. This
year’s effective tax rate would impose the same total taxes as last year if you compare properties taxed in both
years. This year’s rollback tax rate is the highest tax rate the taxing unit can set before taxpayers can start tax
rollback procedures. In each case these rates are found by dividing the total amount of taxes by the tax base (the
total value of taxable property) with adjustments as required by state law. The rates are given per $100 of property
value.
Last year’s tax rate: M&O and I&S Funds
Last year’s operating taxes $ 19,953,072
Last year’s debt taxes ) 4,505,717
Last year’s total taxes $ 24,458,789
Last year’s tax base $ 6,189,736,924
Last year’s total tax rate $ 0.3750/$100
This year’s effective tax rate:
Last year’s adjusted taxes (after $ 22,858,229
subtracting taxes on lost property)
Divided by this year’s adjusted tax base $ 6,015,371,962
(after subtracting value of new property)
= This year’s effective tax rate $ 0.3799 /$100
Total effective tax rate $ 0.3799 /$100
(Maximum rate unless unit publishes notices and holds hearings.)
This year’s rollback tax rate:
Last year’s adjusted operating taxes (after| § 18,352,301
subtracting taxes on lost property and
adjusting for any transferred function, tax
increment financing, state criminal
justice mandate, and/or enhanced
indigent health care expenditures)
Divided by this year’s adjusted tax base $ 6,015,371,962
= This year’s effective tax rate $ 0.3050/8100
x 1.08 = this year’s maximum operating $ 0.3294 /8100
rate
+ This year’s debt rate $ 0.0781 /8100
= This year’s rollback rate $ 0.4075/8100
This year’s total rollback rate $ 0.4075/8100
Form 50-178
(Rev. 068-09/3)

Statement of Increase/Decrease

If County of Rockwall adopts a 2009 tax rate equal to the effective tax rate of $ 0.3799

increase compared to 2008 taxes by S 734,837

per $100 of value, taxes would

Schedule A - Unencumbered Fund Balances
The following estimated balances will be left in the unit’s property tax accounts at the end of the fiscal year. These
balances are not encumbered by a corresponding debt obligation.

Type of Property Tax Fund
Maintenance & Operations (M&O)
Debt Service (1&S)

Schedule B - 2009 Debt Service

Balance
$18,290,000
1,109,000

The unit plans to pay the following amounts for long-term debts that are secured by property taxes. These amounts will be
paid from property tax revenues (or additional sales tax revenues, if applicable).

Description of Debt Principal Payment | Interest Payment| Admin Fees| Total Payments
$ 4,500,000 Law Enforcement CO 1998 240,000.00 118,802.50 1,000.00 359,802.50
$ 3,900,000 Land & Improvements PIB 2001 175,000.00 136,757.50 1,000.00 312,757.50
$ 850,000 Capital Projects LTN 2003 155,000.00: 2,208.75 1,000.00 158,208.75
$ 950,000 Capital Projects LTN 2004 i 170,000.00 9,126.00 1,000.00 180,126.00
$ 550,000 Capital Projects LTN 2005 s 95,000.00 9,721.25 1,000.00 105,721.25
$11,500,000 County Library PIB 2007 400,000.00 472,605.00 1,000.00 873,605.00
$ 1,250,000 Land & Capital Projects LTN 2007 170,000.00 32,965.00 1,000.00 203,965.00
$30,000,000 Justice Center LTN Series 2008 845,000.00 147,500.00 1,000.00 993,500.00
$ 2,000,000 Whitmore Building LTN Series 2008A 260,000.00 65,644 .50 1,000.00 326,644.50
$24,705,000 Courts Building LTN Refunding Bond 455,000.00 1,211,182.30 1,000.00 1,667,182.30
$10,620,000 Road Improvements UnlimitedTax Bonds 185,000.00 539,097.92 1,000.00 725,097.92
Total required for 2009 debt service $ 5,906.610.72
Amount (if any) paid from funds listed in Schedule A $ 1,000,000.00
Amount (if any) paid from other resources $ 0.00
Excess collections last year $ 0.00
lotal to be paid from taxes in 2009 $ 4.906,610.72
Amount added in anticipation that the unit will
collect only 100.0% of its taxes in 2009 $ 0.00
[otal Debt Levy A\ 4.906,610.72

Schedule D - State Criminal Justice Mandate (For Counties)

The County of Rockwall County Auditor certifies that Rockwall County has spent S _0.00 _in the previous 12 months
beginning January 1st. 2008 for the maintenance and operations cost of keeping inmates sentenced to the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice. Rockwall County Sheriff has provided information on these costs, minus the state revenues

recerved for reimbursement of such costs.

Schedule F - Enhanced Indigent Health Care Expenditures

The County of Rockwall spent § 303.945.47 from July 1,

2008 to June 30. 2009 on enhanced indigent health care at

the increased minimum eligibility standards, less the amount of state assistance. For the current tax vear. the amount of
decrease from last year’s enhanced indigent health care expenditures is $ 9,594.78.

This notice contains a summary of actual effective and rollback tax rates’ calculations. You can inspect a copy of the full

calculations at 841 Justin Road, Rockwall, TX 75087.

Name of person preparing the data supporting this notice: Ray E. Helm.

Title: Chief Appraiser.
Date supporting data prepared July 27, 2009.

o 0N
dren under the age of seven will need adult assistance y, l;'t;'!:um':‘:
enger hunt. ,;ulo.“: :."

Friday, Sept. 11, 11 a.m.: Massai Maggie will be hey ‘;‘.‘n must
“Wild about Reading.” This 45-minute show of stor; " orL:""'“ ™
and surprises is fun for good listeners ages three and up th!

Saturday, Sept. 12, 2 p.m.: Local storyteller Leslie By gissuf Wl
lightful story of the pleasures of summer, friends, and | s the D/
After the story, join us as we say good-bye to summer iley HU!

treat. The library staff invites patrons to bring the whc
this memorable event.
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ESL, literacy classes W .’
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First Presbyterian Church of Rockwall has completec } for medi cmf,ﬁ

goals to teach Enlgish as a Second Language and advar RickPe rr}'.“'c‘

classes to individuals from four different countries. : -nIIiﬂ] issues — Ul
This achievement is just one of many community s 'Tm onstiruency:

ects the church has been involved with over the years. ‘| M}.;nmrcalled Dall

previous minister, the Rev. Robert Reeves, helped cre ?:m[;bffi o herd U

Hands. The church’s new minister, the Rev. Cheryl Ta ‘:;;1; aing shopping ¢

dedicated to connecting the community through servic
vidual members and the church body has a whole have
numerous outreach efforts.

With financial assistance from a Title I1I grant through t
Independent School District; tutor and evaluator training
Rockwall County Library; and assistance from the Grace
FPC has entered a collaborative effort that has achieve
nary results, according to a news release from the ch
with the RISD, the library, Lake Pointe Church at Lak
Community Center, Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Chu
First Methodist Church of Rockwall, FPC has contrib
impact the community by contributing to the knowledg
dents enrolled in the program.

Each month ESL network coordinators from various s
exchange ideas and support and map out plans to presen
to more than 700 participants.

Classes vary in the days and hours offered, and the cou
is tailored to make the most of each student’s learning
Child care is available in the classes provided by the RI

On Aug. 29, individuals interested in participating in
lated classes offered in the 2009-2010 school year can v
Elementary from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for registration and
Child care will be available for registrants.

Emergency farm loan
apps now being accej

Applications for emergency farm loans for losses caus
ing temperatures are being accepted at the Farm Service
fice in Waxahachie, according to a news release issued t

Rockwall County is one of 265 Texas counties recentl
Secretary Tom Vislack as eligible for loans to cover part
losses resulting from freezing temperatures.

Farmers may be eligible for loans of up to 100 percents
tual losses or the operating loan needed to continue the
business, whichever is less. For farmers unable to obtains
private commercial lenders, the interest rate will be 3.75°

A farmer must have suffered at least a 30 percent loss
tion to be eligible for an emergency loan, according to F¢
Farmers participating in the Federal Crop Insurance Pr¢
consider proceeds from those programs in determining t

Applications will be accepted through March 15, 201
farmers should apply as soon as possible.

The FSA is a credit agency of the U.S. Department of
authorized to provide disaster emergency loans to recogs
ers who work at and rely on farming for a substantial |
living. Eligibility is extended to individual farmers who
citizenship requirements and to farming partnerships, ¢
or cooperatives in which U.S. citizenship requirements
individuals holding a majority interest.

The FSA office is open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekc

For more details, visit disaster.fsa.usda.gov.

Duke to address Gi
Support Group

The Grief Support Group offered through Lake Poin
Rockwall will host author Susan Duke at its Aug. 13 me

Duke is a wife, mother, best-selling author, motivatio:
and singer who has been involved in the writing of 15 bot
ing hew most recent release, “Grieving Forward, Embi
Beyond Loss.” Her writing also has appeared in numel
cations, including Home Life, The Greenville Herald B
Cross and Quill, Lifestream and two magazines, Countr,
and Flowers are Forever.

She also is the founder of Grieving Forward outreach a §
group.

Duke uses humor, sensitivity, transparency and Biblic
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For more details contact the Lake Pointe Counseling C
698-2250 or visit lakepointe.org.

Contestants needed
Mrs. Rockwall Coul

Married individuals between the ages of 21 and 56 are |
apply for the title of 2010 Mrs. Rockwall County, who wil
the area at the Mrs. Texas International Pageant in San /
March.

The woman selected to serve will be the ambassado!
Rockwall County area, receiving an official title and sash

Contestants will compete in personal interview, fitness
evening gown. There are no talent or swimsuit competitic

No prior pageant experience is required.

The winner of the Mrs. Texas title will receive a pri
valued at more than $15,000, as well as the opportunity !
at the 2010 Mrs. International Pageant in Chicago. :

For an application, write Mrs. Texas International Page: §
Brookhollow, Suite 197, San Antonio, TX 78232; call
0589; e-mail Kristin@TexasInternationalPageants.com §
mrstexasinternational.com.
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Y:tters to the Editor

yge the submission of Letters to the Editor. The
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"'Ilinu[ Wil jted for brevity, grammar and accuracy. Letters
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J d to protest the socialization of healthcare and 1o Oppose
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You know, I liked the America | grew up in better than what our
country 1s becoming

John N. White

TEA Party Organizer, Rockwall

Royse City litter is a city problem

Recently, while 1 was reviewing various discussion threads on
topix.com, something caught my eye. I noticed that the Rovse City
mayor, Jerrell Baley, posted comments pertaining to the h.uidlma: of
litter in Royse City. In that particular thread Mayor Bailey indicated
that litter was not a government problem ' ‘

Our mayor may need to reorient himself with the Royse City code
because litter is indeed a city problem and we have pm.u'nu'- mea-
sures in place that allow the city to enforce litter violators

Additionally, could the littered landscape contribute to the lack of
progress in retail, commercial and grocery stores? I am sure this is
not the only factor, but it certainly would not entice one to invest
here

Enforcing our litter ordinance is quite simple, e.g., if a property
owner has litter along their fence line, it is the owner’s responsibil
ity to abate it or the city can issue a notice of violation. If the local
business, i.e., gas station fails to maintain their property from litter
the city can take action to get it abated as well

I have read numerous comment threads on topix.com from our
mayor where he routinely criticizes citizens for bringing issues
forward. For example, our mayor recently wrote he authorizes any
Royse City citizen to drive the city and pick up trash that is located
on private property. Well, the majority of us do our share for the
benefit of the city; however, that is an inappropriate response to
taxpayer concerns.

Many of us do not appreciate Mayor Bailey's approach to address-
ing public concerns. I am sure the person on the receiving end did
not appreciate that type of response either.

Many of us are not satisfied with this type of response from a new
administration. Our mayor is not fulfilling the role of a public of-
ficial. Next time our mayor should obtain the necessary information
from the concerned citizen, and, pass it along to the appropriate
city staff. In dealing with litter it would easily be referred to a code
inspector to investigate. The mayor should have tried to obtain as
much information as possible instead of belittling a resident that
cares who took the time to write.

f we can not get city to address something as simple as litter on
private property then how will ever get them to address the proper-
ties in this city that are not up to code. For example, substandard
structures, peeling paint, fences that are falling down, junk all over
their property, high weeds and the list goes on.

Our mayor’s response is for us to go around and clean up someone
else’s property.

Well, that’s not what our mayor campaigned for during his cam-
paign speech that many of us attended.

[ close in saying that Royse City mayor should enroll himself in
some basic 101 municipal customer service training and immerse

Rockwall County Health Matters “'

Dr. Les T. Sandknop
Family Practice

Affiliated With Lake Pointe Medical Center

Les T. Sandknop, D.O.

Board Certified Family Practice

Richard C. Bang, M.D.

Board Certified Family Practice

Christopher A. Witherspoon, M.D.

Board Certified Family Medicine & Sports Medicine

Timothy J. Doyle, D.O.

Board Certified Family Practice

Becky J. Wynn, RNC, FNP + Margie Chung, RNC, FNP
Jeff C. Rickert, PA-C + Charla Granberry, RNC, FNP
Lies! M. Connelly, PA-C + Kamala D. Fields, RNC, FNP
Glenn D. Pabody, PA-C + Mary Bachmeyer, RD, LD

WWW.SANDKNOPFP.COM

1005 W. Ralph Hall Pkwy., Suite 201 ROCKWALL (972) 771-9081
4006 Wellington, Suite 100 GREENVILLE (903) 450-4788
763 E. Highway 80, Suite 240 FORNEY (469) 689-0100

himself in 1t
Ray R. Irvine
Starlight Ranch Community, Royse City

Kiwanis Convention chooses Hilton Bella Harbor

Rockwall is well known as a friendly and helpful town. Aug. 6-9 1t
will host 1,000 visitors also known for their friendliness and helptul
hose are the dates of the 2009 Texas Oklahoma
Kiwanis Convention, headquartered at the Hilton Bella Harbor

ness — Kiwanians

With this convention coming to town, it has led many to ask *Just
what 1s Kiwanis?'’

To answer that question, look no further than the local Rockwall
County Kiwanis. Chartered in 1998, the club currently has 50 mem
bers. These men and women come from a variety of backgrounds
and professions, but one thing they all share in common is a heart
for service. Their love for service i1s combined with wide ranging
talents and good old fashioned hard work in performing service
projects throughout the community

Serving children is the primary mission for all of the Kiwanis
Clubs, as exemplified by the projects performed by the Rockwall
Chapter. Their roster of annual projects includes the Terrific Kids
school recognition program, organizing the Rockwall Chnstmas
Parade, mentoring a high school Key Club and operating both a
fall and spring session of the Angel League. The Angel League 1s
an organized baseball league for special needs children and young
adults

Not all of the projects involve children. Kiwanis also serve other
members of the community. Recently the club has partnered with
Texas Ramps to build wheelchair ramps for needy homes that require
handicapped access. They have also been involved with support of
other organizations like Helping Hands and Meals on Wheels

Club members stay organized through weekly lunch meetings,
held each Tuesday at noon. At these meetings, members stay up
to speed on club activities and stay connected to the community
by inviting speakers to address events, activities and needs in the
community.

The local club is one of over 400 Kiwanis clubs throughout Texas
and Oklahoma and 8,600 Kiwanis clubs around the world. With a
combined total membership of over 600,000, you can find Kiwan-
1ans or Kiwanis projects in virtually every part of the world.

In this part of the world, you'll find them all over Rockwall on
Aug. 6-9. When you bump into one, give them a warm Rockwall
welcome and ask them about their Kiwanis experience. If you like
what you hear and want to find out more about joining Rockwall’s
local club, visit www.rockwallkiwanis.org or call the club hotline at
972-722-6001.

Neil Turner

Rockwall County Kiwanis Publicity Chair

Just Say You Saw It In “The County News”

=

N

[}

AaC

OPEN IMAGING

O RO CRKs WA enls

*Interest Free Payment Plans
* Excellent Cash Rates

* Ultrasound

* Digital X-Ray

* Less Expensive than Hospital Facilities

» Same Day Appointments
* All Insurance Accepted

* High Field Open MR

* CT Scan

909 Rockwall Parkway in Rockwall

469-698-0045 Fax: 469-698-0483
Toll Free: 1-866-591-2814
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I'ISADOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE?
sathic Medicine is concerned with the prevention, diagnosis

o of IS iment of human illness, disease and injury. The Doctor of
he wrlllﬂird 4 (hy,D.O., is a fully trained physician who prescribes drugs,
ng For‘:i 'n‘n’ﬁ‘ S surgery, and selectively utilizes all accepted scientific
appea.ﬁ ;{muE les to maintain and restore health. Doctors of Osteopathic
]recnﬂne B practice a “whole person’ approach to medicine. Instead of
magazines == i ting specific symptoms, osteopathic physicians concentrate

ng you as a whole. The whole person concept makes D.O.’s
ly skilled at preventing health problems from affecting other
the body. This same approach is useful in recommending

- and changes in diet to help maintain overall health.

TIS APHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANT?

American Academy of Physician Assistants defines a

-
Forward 0UI* 8

parency and BI}::
y of God' G | 1

Physician Assistants, PA, as a health care professional who is
licensed to practice medicine with physician supervision. As part
of their comprehensive responsibilities, PAs provide patients
with services ranging from primary care medicine to specialized
surgical care. PAs are often the first health care provider to examine
[);tl;cnls_ They perform a variety of tasks including collecting
patient histories, performing physical examinations and ordering
preliminary laboratory tests,

Working with the physician, the PA summarizes the information
gathered and participates In formulating and executing a treatment
plan to meet the patient’s needs. Under physician supervision, the
PA makes assessments and provides therapy for basic health-related
problems. Also the PA can evaluate the psychological aspect of a
patient’s problems. With physician approval, the PA makes referrals

when indicated. The PA can perform technical skills such as EKGs
venipuncture, minor suturing, and giving injections.

WHAT IS A FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER?

A Family Nurse Practitioner, FNP, has a Master’s Degree in Nursing
and is a registered nurse who has an advanced education and the
clinical training necessary for the delivery of primary medical care
The FNP can perform physicals, treat acute and chronic conditions
order and interpret diagnostic tests, make referrals to other healtl
care providers and prescribe medications and treatments. The FN}
really cares about you as an individual, your health, your family
and the community where you live. The FNP can perform technica
skills such as EKGs, venipuncture, minor suturing, and giving
Injections
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Our full service acute care hospital
offers advanced medical technology and

Emergency
Endoscopy
Intensive Care

Obstetrics & Gynecology
469-698-1000

www.phrtexas.com

comprehensive services focused on quality
patient care and service, close to home.

Hospital

Digital Diagnostic Imaging

Women’s Imaging Center

ervices

Pain Management

Physical & Occupational Therapy
Pulmonary Function Testing
Spine Surgery

Weight Loss Surgery
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On God’s Word

by Timothy W. Burnett

For archives of On God’s Word visit
What happened while Jesus was in the grave

Soon after our Lord Jesus died, a man named Joseph petitioned
Pilate for his body. Joseph was a legal counselor and member of the
Sanhedrin from the city of Arimathaea (Luke 23:50-51). He was
noted to be a "good and just man" who did not vote with the others
to condemn Jesus. We also learn from the above scripture that he
waited on the kingdom of God.

From Mark's record we learn that Pilate wondered if Jesus were
already dead. He sent a centurion to check on Jesus' status. God
must have a special reason for including this information. It does
seem to show that Pilate may have been surprised to hear of Jesus'
death.

Later, Nicodemus joined Joseph in the task of burying Jesus' body.
He carried a rolled up mixture of myrrh and aloes that weighed
about one hundred pounds. He was the same man who came to
Jesus during the late night hours with questions. Please note that
both Joseph and Nicodemus followed Jesus secretly out of fear of
the Jews, but boldly secured Jesus' body and buried it without fear.
The amazing events that occurred during and after Jesus' death no
doubt built up their hearts to the point that they no longer feared the
Jewish leadership.

They wrapped Jesus' body in expensive fine linen along with the
mixture of spices supplied by Nicodemus, and buried him in a grave
that was near the place of his crucifixion (John 9:39-41).

While the two men took care of Jesus' body, two women watched
closely from near-by to see how it was done. We don't know if the
women watched in secret, but they apparently noticed that the men
missed some important details. We know this because they later
returned to finish the job. It is possible that the men intentionally
left out some things because they expected Jesus to be resurrected
from the dead.

According to Matthew 27:62-66, the chief priests and Pharisees
assembled to make a request to Pilate. They told him that Jesus
said he would be raised from the dead after three days and three
nights, and asked him to post guards to secure the grave so that his
disciples would not steal his body and deceitfully declare his resur-
rection. Pilate gave them the authority to secure it as best as they
could, using Roman soldiers.

They went to such great lengths to secure the tomb. Yet we will
learn later that after his resurrection, they paid the guards to say
the body was stolen. This must have been very important because
they would have known that posting soldiers at the tomb amounted
to an official action that would go on the record. The soldiers’ re-
ports would have included the events surrounding the resurrection
of Jesus. The fact that the soldiers had to be paid money to lie about
what happened reveals that they might have known Jesus was alive
again.

The chief priests and Pharisees reacted to the resurrection of Jesus
with rebellious hearts toward God. In contrast, we
glorify God for His power and love which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord and Savior!

Exclusively in the
Rockwall County News
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Iiockwall County
Obituaries

Thelma Ann Chapman

Services for Thelma Ann Chapman, 92, of Rockwall were conduct-
ed at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, July 29, 2009, in the Rest Haven Funeral
Home-Rockwall Chapel with Bradley Edge officiating. Graveside
services were at 4 p.m. in the Ridgeway Cemetery in Ridgeway.

She died Monday, July 27.

Born Oct. 30, 1916, in Hopkins County to James Louis and [zella
(Page) Griffith, she enjoyed gardening and cooking and was devoted
to her church and family. She was a seamstress and a member of the
Eastfield Baptist Church in Mesquite.

Survivors include her sons, Jerrel Chapman and his wife, Ann, of
Rockwall and Orvie Don Chapman and his wife, Lucille, of Krum;
a sister, Della Goldsmith of Sulphur Springs; eight grandchildren;
|4 great-grandchildren; her sisters-in-law, Jewel Martin of Sulphur
Springs, Ruth Chapman and her husband, Dee, of Greenville, Wanda
Eason and her husband, Rex, of Morgan and Ginny Chapman of
Memphis, Tenn.; and numerous nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Jacob Orvie
Chapman; an infant son, J.E. Chapman; a sister, Lillie Mae Burks;
and an infant brother.

R

Ray Engsberg
Services for Ray Engsberg, 83, i
of Rockwall will be conducted at .
2:30 p.m. on Aug. 9, 2009, in the g
Out Savior Lutheran Church, 411
N. Town East Blvd., in Mesquite
with Pastor John Schelter offici-
ating. The Rest Haven Funeral
Home-Rockwall Chapel will be
in charge of arrangements.
He died June 2.
Aug. 9, 1925, 1n

Jefferson, Wisc.. to Reuben and

Born

Alice (Robbins) Engsberg, he

was raised in Wisconsin and

moved to Colorado in 1965 and
to Arizona in 1993. He settled in Rockwall in October 2006. He en-
joyed painting, woodworking, creating sun catchers and working
word puzzles. He was a member of the Zion Lutheran Church in
Loveland, Colo.

Survivors include his wife, Viola Engsberg, of Rockwall; his sons,
Steven Engsberg and his wife, Ferne, of Colorado Springs, Colo.,
and Brad Engsberg and his wife, Kim, of Lamar, Colo.; his daugh-
ters, Connie Skyles, and her husband, Chuck, of Rockwall and Sheri
Engsberg and her husband, Frank Martinez, of Arvada, Colo.; his
grandchildren, Val, Joyce and Danny Engsberg, Brenda Hyatt, Erik
Skyles and Cierra Martinez; his great-grandchildren, Evan Hoffman
and Cade Hyatt; his sisters, Irene Biederman of Johnson Creek,
Wisc., and Alice Mattoon and her husband, Dave, of Fort Atkinson,
Wisc.; and his brothers, Gene Engsberg, and his wife, Marion, of
[Lake Mills, Wisc., and Merle Engsberg of Fort Atkinson.

He was preceded in death by his parents; an infant daughter, Trudy;
and a sister, Margie Soellner.

Iberia ‘Nana’ Penabad

Iberia “Nana™ Penabad, 81, of Royse City, previously of Miami,

Fla., died Monday, July 27, 20009.

GOODE INSURANCE AGENCY

1313 S. State Hwy 205 McLendon-Chisolm, TX
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Jackson Automotive Specialist
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NEW CALDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Hwy. 66 E., Rockwall
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
816 W. Church St., Royse City

CHURCH OF CHRIST

485 North FM 549, Rockwall

Comer of Front & Bell streets, Royse City
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The family received friends on Wednesday, July 4
Haven Funeral Home-Rockwall Chapel. A Rosary wa
7 p.m.

Born Oct. 13,1927, in Cuba to Felipe and Carmen (R
she was a Catholic.

Survivors include her sons, Luis Morato of Clairn
Ed Penabad and his wife, Mary, of Weston, Fla,;
dren, Christina Stratton, Angela Garcia-Lavin, Jessic o4
Penabad, Leslie, Luis Jr., Gino and Amber Morato;
grandchildren, Alyssa, Christopher, Alexus and Marce i

She was preceded in death by her husband, Edgarc g

This family photo was found tucked between the pag
donated book at the Rockwall County Library. A local §
picked out the book in early July after making a donat: §
library and was concerned that the family would want | |
back. There are no identifying marks on the photo. Thig
titled “The End of the Road: The Story of a Place Whe:§
Ends and the Sea Begins,” by Tom Bodett, spokesman | ¥
Please contact the Rockwall County News at 972-722-3¢
the picture.

|

Enrollment under way|
Citizens Police Acade

The Rockwall Police Department’s fall Citizens Po
will run Sept. 1 through Dec. 8, and applications are
cepted.

Classes meet from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesdays. _

Participants will learn about the daily operations of lavll. ; e freedom fact

wieve 1t would have
;bflu\s the USA migh
\pericans far more
ot he will not admit
*-‘:*ne vision, and Am

and experience a ride-along. Topics covered in the ace@ill  ; have as much 0
History of Modern Policing, Criminal Gangs, Crim 38 ... the govemmen
Communications, Criminal Investigations, DWI Enf'@® i for treatment in
Narcotics. « Americans fear that |

Program graduates are eligible to join the Citizens Pc 8 Lind of chaos will hay

Alumni Association and participate in numerous poli«§
volunteer programs, including Sky Watch.
Cost of the course is $20.
Participants must be residents of or work in Rockwa
Applications are available at the Rockwall City Hi
Police Department and the Community Services Of
Road. For more information, contact Sgt. Andy Vill'8
772-6718. :
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“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you
will find; knock and the door will be opened to
you ..."”

I

Matthew 7:7

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved.”
Romans 10:13
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, pt Barack Obama
* I; To Understand
fut America

Leilly

jg collapse in public opinion for President Obama’s
\Jan demonstrates a weakness in the president’s overall
rding to a new Gallup Poll, 55 percent of Americans
‘Obama is doing a poor job on health care reform, his
je. The main reason for this is that few understand what
going on. I analyze the news for a living, and I can’t
* the House bill would do. It’s more than a thousand
prerying out loud, and reading it could cause your head

]dmfkedbetweg § elected Obama to cl@ngc lhings .thut are failing.
Cﬁumy Libran-nlhl \ but that ic health industry is in chaos. Price
11}'aftermak' - Alagsolous lawsuits and poorly run hospitals all add to the
lthetamilywould n',i yof the regular folks. But the president is not reforming,
 arks op the photu:m % ing. He wants the government to set up a parallel health
hEStoronaPlﬂcﬂl % 15, a giant entanglement of entitlements.

[om BOdEn.Spgkesmu tion that no one can explain it?

.and applications zre

> daily operations of g
ICS covered in the a

unty News a¢ 97214 nly confusion that is causing Americans to bail on
¥ Most of us value freedom and have a healthy distrust
\; nt. Time after time, we have seen the feds screw things
lnder ;q{rina.: immigration, Vietnam, lh'c war on drugs, public
wav& list is endless. And we are going to put our troubled
* & he hands of these people?
Ce Acade ssident’s plan were clearly presented with the costs
"qlbelieve it would have a chance of passing. But just
nent’s fall Citizens pg ody kno“.fs the U‘SA might be facing bankruptcy, which
ge Americans far more than a troubled health care
%1 though he will not admit it, there is huge financial risk
)9 pm. Tuesdays, iealth care vision, and Americans are starting to wise up
: 1g2¢r.
tere is the freedom factor. Your health is obviously
awant to have as much control as possible when you get
Puda, where the government runs the health care industry,
ting lists for treatment in some places and a shortage of
hers. Americans fear that if medical choices are dictated
hat kind of chaos will happen here.
oy Watch 2eral health care means all of your medical records are in
F * the government. Do you want that?
Forao Rockwai surprisled if the 'fcdcral hLTalth care plan goes dmm_ in
: )bama is dealt his first major setback. This whole thing
& R_(}C kwallICn)'H ught out, rushed and full of peril.
iy Derices t enough to make you sick.
ntact Sgt. Andy, Vil & Vnews anchor Bill O 'Reilly is host of the Fox News show
» ly Factor” and author of the book “Who's Looking Out
0 find out more about Bill O Reilly, and read features by
wrs Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators
2b page at www.creators.com. This column originates on
swww.billoreilly.com.
"HT 2009 BillOReilly.com.
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* ional leaders in Washington have responded to arguments
97277”070 bankers that traditional banks are the lifeblood of their

es and the key to economic recovery.

ENATIONALH latives of the Texas Bankers Association (TBA) told
. ool | )f the Texas Congressional Delegation that proposed
Ridge Rood * Ro | would strangle the one part of the economy that is still
972-771-8311 . help grow small businesses, promote homeownership
w t consumer spending.

» 8 bankers had a positive meeting with Chairman Barney

Liorofthe bill, which was arranged by Congressman Ruben

~“Ibelieve that the meeting I arranged between myself and
3ankers Association with Financial Services Committee
Bamey Frank was a huge success. I am very pleased with
# 1¢. Chairman Frank imparted important information on
at will be made to H.R. 3126, the ‘Consumer Financial

National Bank®
1 www.al

jnited Me

§ Rock" Agency Act of 2009’ to the benefit of Texas banks, and,
e 401148 constituents,” said Hinojosa
.8:15-9 \ leaders presented discussion points that demonstrated

e O Tacke S
% tion, as it now stands, would result in increased costs to
z bf% » thus reducing consumer financial product choices. They
th and Rehff I btedout that H.R. 3126 would impose federally mandated
"”Sh‘“ﬂgn;%:ﬁ + 0 this would reduce product offerings to consumers.
SE::\ sntirs B, TBA representatives argued the measure, as currcplly
arkway: R““"‘[:}T['\:l would result in weakened capital in an already capital-
w0+ Fax922=Rdustry. The vote on H.R. 3126 has now been postponed
dSOn! his month until after the August Congressional recess 10
DO \ foradditional discussion and debate.
o City: Texa’i‘ ip, which included six bankers and two members of the
63524

- also met with Congressmen Henry Cuellar, Silvestre
g st Edwards, Gene Green, Charles Gonzalez, Lloyd
i 'am Johnson, Ralph Hall and Al Green. :
& femely important that my colleagues and I in the House of
{ Alives listen to the concerns of organizations such as TBA
& €ntour constituents. I want to reassure TBA and all banks
¢ Vith an interest in H.R. 3126 that my door remains open
2 to their ideas,” concluded Hinojosa. At the meeting,
"R Presented Chairman Frank with a letter signed by 510
| Kers opposing the bill.
| Xers agreed to work with Congress on issues that would
' fruth in Lending disclosures, which protect consumers
p & "Ansactions by requiring clear disclosure of key terms of
| '€ arangement and all costs, as well as other forms of
@ credit disclosures and other issues of mutual benefit to
‘banking services.
 SSman  Hinojosa, a senior member of the Finance
 Understands Texas bankers and our needs,” said TBA
Wes Hoskins. “He helped educate Chairman Frank and

the Committee on our concerns with the bill, and he has

SRl
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Exploiting public ignorance

by Walter E. Williams

How can political commentators, politicians and academics get
away with statements like “Reagan budget deficits,” “Clinton budget
surplus,” “Bush budget deficits” or “Obama’s tax increases”? The
only answer is that they, or the people who believe such statements,
are ignorant, conniving or just plain stupid. Article I, Section 7
of the U.S. Constitution reads: “All bills for raising revenue shall
originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may
propose or concur with amendments as on other Bills.” A president
has no power to raise or lower taxes. He can propose tax measures or
veto them but since Congress can ignore presidential proposals and
override a presidential veto, it has the ultimate taxing power. The
same principle applies to spending. A president cannot spend a dime
that Congress does not first appropriate. As such, presidents cannot
be held responsible for budget deficits or surpluses. That means that
credit for a budget surplus or blame for budget deficits rests on the

congressional majority at the time.
Thinking about today’s massive deficits, we might ask: Where in
the U.S. Constitution is Congress given the authority to do anything
about the economy? Between 1787 and 1930, we have had both

@as bankers seek congressional
to protect traditional banking

made his staff available to help us understand the process and the
bill. He has done an outstanding job for Texas bankers.”

Bankers attending the meetings included Hoskins, president
and CEO of First Community Bank, Corpus Christi; TBA Past
Chairman Vic Pierson, president of Moody National Bank,
Galveston; Government Relations Council Chair Mike Mauldin,
president and CEO of First Financial Bank, Hereford; Government
Relations Council Vice-Chair Julie Cripe, president and CEO of
OMNIBANK, N.A., Houston; Member-at-Large Eddie Aldrete,
senior vice president, International Bank of Commerce, San Antonio;
and American Bankers Association Board member Mike Hensley,
chairman and CEO, Western Bank, Lubbock. TBA President and
CEO Eric Sandberg and General Counsel John Heasley joined the
bankers.

TBA represents the Texas banking industry -- with members ranging
from the smallest bank in the nation to the largest bank in the nation.
This includes 85 percent of Texas banks, 5,000 bank branches and
95 percent of deposits.

Texas Bankers Association 203 West Tenth Street
78701 (512) 472-8388 Fax (512) 473-2560

Austin, Texas

mild and severe economic downturns that have ranged from one to
seven years. During that time there was no thought that Congress
should enact New Deal legislation or stimulus packages along with
massive corporate handouts. It took the Herbert Hoover and Franklin
Roosevelt administrations to massively intervene in the economy. As
a result, they turned what might have been a two or three-year sharp
downturn into a 16-year depression that ended in 1946. How they
accomplished that is covered very well in a book authored by Jim
Powell titled “FDR’s Folly.” Here’s my question: Were the presidents
in office and congresses assembled from 1787 to 1930 ignorant of
their constitutional authority to manage and save the economy?

If you asked President Obama or a congressman to cite the
specific constitutional authority for the bailouts, handouts and
corporate takeover, I'd bet the rent money that they would say that
their authority lies in Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution that
reads: “The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes,
Duties, Impost, Excises to pay the Debts and provide for the common
Defense and general Welfare of the United States.” They’d tell you
that their authority comes from the Constitution’s “general welfare”
clause. James Madison, the father of our constitution, explained, “If
Congress can do whatever in their discretion can be done by money,
and will promote the general welfare, the government is no longer
a limited one possessing enumerated powers, but an indefinite one
subject to particular exceptions.” He later added, “With respect to the
two words ‘general welfare,’ I have always regarded them as qualified
by the detail of powers connected with them. To take them in a literal
and unlimited sense would be a metamorphosis of the Constitution
into a character which there is a host of proofs was not contemplated
by its creators.” Thomas Jefferson said, “Congress has not unlimited
powers to provide for the general welfare, but only those specifically
enumerated.” That means only those powers listed.

The Constitution provides, through Article V, a means by which
the Constitution can be altered. My question to my fellow Americans
whether they are liberal or conservative: Has the Constitution
been amended to permit Congress to manage the economy? I'd
also ask that question to members of the U.S. Supreme Court. |
personally know of no such amendment. What we're witnessing
today is nothing less than a massive escalation in White House and
congressional thuggery. Secure in the knowledge that the American
people are compliant and willing to cast off the limitations imposed
on Washington by the nation’s founders, future administrations are
probably going to be even more emboldened than Obama and the
current Congress.

Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at George Mason

University. To find out more about Walter E. Williams and read

features by other Creators Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit

the Creators Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com
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Misc. for Sale

HUGE SAMPLE

LIGHTING SALE

Services

JAMES JACKSON

ASE MASTER CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN

UTOMOTIVE

,\.g\_\\ ;
Painting Contractor

)

36 Years Experlence
Cell: 214-533-4413
Night: 972-771-4513

www.imburgiapainting.com

K&R
Tractor Work

Pastures, Lots, Yards
Mowing & Blading

972-636-2111

Voted Rockwall’s Favorite Painter For 4 Years!

1 _JAcksol

608 White Hills - Rockwall -

TRACTOR MOWING
Acreage & Large Lots

214-232-0986

dottoS07 @yahoo.com

CUSTOM REMODELING

We are your total construction experts!

* Seamless residential add-ons!
* Stylish kitchen & bathroom renovations!
* Sturdy metal storage buildings & workshops!
* Efficient commercial construction!
* Beautiful conerete work!

Cell: 214-288-8501
Office: 972-636-HOME

Services and Repairs
Housekeeper, references.
Jean at 903-454-4192.
Subscriber Reward
A special offer to subscribers

Dennis Byers
Owner & General Contractor

MM 4 to the Rockwall County News:
“We have a plan that will fit your budget first 10 words FREE for non-
commercial, private party items

ROYSE CITY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE TO OFFERORS

Pursuant to Section 272.001 of the Texas Local Government Code, the Royse City
Independent School District (RCISD) hereby offers for sale an approximate 1.300 acre
tract generally situated at 115 East I-30 Road; Royse City, Texas and more particularly
described as:

Property: 115 East I-30 BEING a tract of land situated in the City of Royse City,
Rockwall County, Texas out of the J.D.F. McCasland Survey, Abstract No. 150 and
being part of Lot E, First Baptist Church Addition according to the plat thereof recorded
in Cabinet F, Page 200, Plate Records, Rockwall County, Texas.

The precise acreage and boundaries will be determined by a current survey.

Bid packets may be obtained beginning 10:00 a.m.,
loeation:

July 21, 2009 at the following

RCISD
Superintendent Office
810 Old Greenville Road
Royse City, TX 75189

The property is sold subject to any conditions, covenants, easements, mineral interests
and restrictions of record in the Deed Records of Rockwall, County, Texas. Conveyance
of the property to the successful offeror shall be by a no warranty deed. The deed is
subject to the approval of the Texas Education Agency. RCISD reserves the right to
reject all bids. ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS OF SALE ARE CONTAINED IN THE
EARNEST MONEY CONTRACT FORM AND BID PACKET MATERIALS.

Offers must be submitted in a sealed envelope and must be received at the
Superintendent's office of the Royse City ISD located at 810 Old Greenville Road, Royse
City, TX on or before 4:00 p.m., August 17, 2009. BID PACKETS RECEIVED AFTER
THIS DATE AND TIME CANNOT BE ACCEPTED.

ROYSE CITY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

NOTICE TO OFFERORS
Pursuant to Section 272.001 of the Texas Local Government Code, the Royse City
Independent School District (RCISD) hereby offers for sale an approximate .217 acre
tract generally situated at 918 Old Greenville Road; Royse City,
particularly described as:

Texas and more

918 Old Greenville Road, page number 372, Volume 46, Deed Records of
Rockwall County, Texas (Account #R12229), full legal description is as: .217 acre, more
or less out of the W. H. Adams Addition, being the remainder of a .251 acre tract
described in Volume 44, Page 40, Deed Records; save and except a .034 acre tract
conveyed by Volume 46, Page 372, Deed Records of Rockwall County
#R12229), A0185 J B Ratliff,
Rockwall County,
Rockwall County,
75189.

, Texas, (Account
Tract 6, acres 0.111, ADDITION to the City of Royse City,
Texas, as per the map or plat thereof on file with the County Clerk of

Texas, locally known as 918 Old Greenville Road, Royse City, Texas

The precise acreage and boundaries will be determined by a current survey.

Bid packets may be obtained beginning 10:00 a.m.,
location:

July 21, 2009 at the following

RCISD
Superintendent Office
810 Old Greenville Road
Royse City, TX 75189

The property 1s sold subject to any conditions, covenants, easements, mineral interests
and restrictions of record in the Deed Records of Rockwall, County, Texas.
of the property to the successful offeror shall be by a no warranty deed.
subject to the approval of the Texas Education Agency. RCISD reserves the right to
reject all bids. ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS OF SALE ARE CONTAINED IN THE
EARNEST MONEY CONTRACT FORM AND BID PACKET MATERIALS.

Conveyance
The deed is

Offers must be submitted in a sealed envelope and must be received at the
Superintendent's office of the Royse City ISD located at 810 Old Greenville Road. Royse
City, TX on or before 4:00 p.m., August 17, 2009. BID PACKETS RECEIVED AFTER
THIS DATE AND TIME CANNOT BE ACCEPTED.

IST, INC.

e Computer Diagnostics
€253 » Computer Alignment
g - Fuel Injection * Foreign & Domestic Auto Repair

Metro 972-771-5791

For Lease

12x30 and 12x40
storage units for rent.
Call 972-771-4282 or
972-771-5336.

-
—

Chandeliers, Outdoor, Bath

Pendants, Ceiling mount, & Lag

This Friday 7/31 & Sat. 8/:
514 Big Oak Ct.
Rockwall 75087

Call for info: Bill 214-686-39

For Lease
3 BR, 2 Bath, 3 Car
Garage
611 S. Fannin,
Rockwall,
$1,250 month.
call 469-586-7413

only. Send your classified word
ad to rcn.advertising@yahoo.com.
Deadlines: 5 p.m. Tuesday (for
Friday edition) and 5 p.m. Thursday
for Tuesday edition. Or fax to 972-
722-2199, or call 972-722-3099.

------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------

After School Program Site

Directors
seeking

YMCA qualified

applications to serve as site directors

Help Wanted

with the after school childcare
program. Experience in childcare
preferred. Must be able to work
Monday - Friday 2 PM - 6:30 PM.
Apply online at rockwallymca.org
and click on employment and click
on site director position.

-----------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------

Coin collection for sale. Call for
appointment, 469-698-0844.

-----------------------------------------

PUBLIC NOTICE

The following property
owners are hereby notified that
their property contains a vacated
structure and has been declared
dangerous by the Building
Official of the City of Rockwall.
According to the Rockwall County
Appraisal District, you are the
registered owners of the following
properties.

Property owner: George Palin
& Mary Ford; 199 Mohawk Trl;
Point, TX 75472

Property address:
Rockwall, TX 75032

Legal Description:
Lake Est. #2, Lot 984A

You are hereby ordered to
appear before the City Council

112 Chris,

Rockwall

data entry.

Rockwall

merican Home Care

“Helping folks stay at home”
Secretary

Full time secretarial position available for
an organized and dependable individual, with |
knowledge of medical terminology and good
customer service skills.

Duties include answering phone, filing and

Competitive salary and benefit package.
972-771-4500
Apply in person at 500 Turtle Cove Suite 150,

Fax resume: 972-771-4288
Email resume: dougpp @sbcglobal.net
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Administrative Assistant

Immediate opening for Administrative Assistant to provide support at the executive level
CEO, Attorney and Board of Directors.

Responsibilities include composition of correspondence, preparation of reports and agenc
coordinate meetings, maintain records, scheduling travel and registrations for CEO, Boar
Directors and Attorney and plan special projects.

Requires high school diploma and a minimum of eight years experience assisting at the ¢
level, post secondary education preferred, proficiency in MS Office, exceptional oral and
English grammar and communication skills, spelling, proofreading, critical thinking,

organization and the ability to work independently, while exercising good judgment in kn

Candidate must be an organized self-starter professional, multi-tasked while maintaining
degree of accuracy and attention to detail, with high levels of diplomacy and tact and han:
many details of a confidential nature. "

We offer excellent benefits including paid training, health and life insurance, paid holiday _,,91

%rest of the City,

t all inquiries
i, 8174307402

.h Spee

u
vacation and PTO, 401 (k) and defined benefit. Salary based on qualifications. Send lettt ‘“woplex an%[;
interest, resume, 3 references and salary requirements to: Resume, c/o Rockwall News, P- § mh miles per |
Box 819, Rockwall, Texas 75087. Inquiries must be post-marked no later than August 14 '“_'frr“m Tam, 102
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Sealed bids addressed to the Rockwall Economic Development Corporation (RE “th E\? bY the 0
ATTN: Ken Keeton, Project Manager, will be received at the REDC offices, 697 :!mg'd dably ip o
Interstate 30, Rockwall , Texas 75087 until 2:00 PM on Friday, August 21, 2009 %&s“b hag More
annual Grounds and Irrigation System Maintenance in the Rockwall Technology _{%l,he_ﬂ tean
All submitted bids duly received will be publicly opened and read aloud on AuUgY “*‘tsgpolallo“-
2009 after 2:00 PM in the Rockwall Economic Development Corporation offices g al:? ®dby t
Liability and Workers Compensation insurances are required. The REDC reser'' i Demade Pos
right to reject any or all bids, waive formalities, re-advertise, re-bid and consider ._"*nfRDckwm“Pmen
advantageous bid thereof. The bid packet may be obtained without charge at the “‘".'bOd:.»Ma:”’Da\u

972-772-0025.
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{OF PUBLIC AUCTION of property to satisfy landlord's lien. Public sale -

qust 12 at 10 am at 2740 St. Hwy 276, #100, Rockwall Tx. 972-772-
operty auctioned to highest bidder for cash. Seller reserves right to not
\y bid and to withdraw property from sale. Auction will include contents
,of following tenants: JIM ANDERSON - misc. garage items, golf

xes, sports equip. / STU HARVEY - small boat motor, truck tool box,
Jtable, furniture, boxes / MISTY RODRIGUEZ - misc. bags / DELMER
3BY - portable air compressor, misc. boxes, tool boxes, ladder, garage
it/ AMANDA WEATHERS - misc. household items

PUBLIC NOTICE

‘wall County Commissioners Court invites on-line bids to purchase surplus

t. Equipment to be sold includes but is not limited to the following:
' equipment including voice mail and 1992 Ford Tractor (1). Equipment
'd “AS IS” with no warranty written or implied.

e items will be available for inspection by appointment only. To make an
‘ent, please call John A. Blackwood in the County Auditor’s office at
“6050.

vill take place via the internet by logging on to www.govdeals.com. New
nust register online to bid. Search by Zip Code 75087, then click on
County, Tx. Bids must be submitted on or before Wednesday, August 12,
ve specific times designated on the Govdeals website.

County reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bids.
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Advertisement for Proposal

of Fate, Texas will accept, at the City Hall Office, 105 E. Fate Main

ate, TX. 75132, sealed proposals for Employee Group Health and Dental

2 Coverage, until 10:30 A.M., August 6, 2009. Late proposals will not be
, and will be returned unopened.

sopies of the sealed proposals will be accepted until the date and local
»d. Each proposal must be in a sealed envelope and labeled with
se Group Health and Dental Insurance” on the outside of the envelope.

copy of Specifications and any other Request for Proposal documents

nbtained on or after Friday, July 24, 2009 from the City Hall Office, 105

Aain Place, Fate, TX. 75132,

| award by the City Council, the City of Fate reserves the right to reject
| proposals, waive minor technicalities or to proceed otherwise when in

interest of the City.

direct all inquiries to: Joe A. McFadin, LHIC, Wellspring Insurance

Inc., 817-430-7102.
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Rockwall native Matthew

Porter serving in Alaska
with U.S. Air Force

by Michael Tolzmann

Joint Hometown News Service

Elmendorf Air Force Base,
Alaska - When the son of a Rock-
wall couple steps outside, inhaling
cnsp air on a base surrounded by
mountains and pristine wilderness
in America's "last frontier," he is
far more likely to run into a bear
or moose than an enemy of the
United States.

But Air Force Airman 1st Class
Matthew S. Porter, son of Rus-
sell and Melinda Porter of Harlan
Drive, Rockwall, and the rest of
his colleagues, are strategically as
close to North Korea as they are to
Washington D.C.

Porter recently participated in
a massive American military ex-
ercise called "Northern Edge,"
where more than 9,000 U.S. ser-
members sharpened their
skills for responding to crises throughout the Asia-Pacific region.

Porter is a crew chief with the 90th Aircraft Maintenance Unit, Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska. "l
maintain our F-22 aircraft. My duties are to maintain the Raptor to its highest potential, so it can pro-
vide air superiority for the United States of America," said Porter, a 2004 graduate of Rockwall High
School.

Military maneuvers over the Gulf of Alaska and areas of the Alaskan wilderness, in an area the size of
New Mexico, allowed for aircraft to conduct maneuvers in ways that cannot be done anywhere else.

Air Force, Navy, Army, Marine Corps and Coast Guard personnel participated with aircraft flying in
simulated air combat, many times flying in excess of the speed of sound, a restriction found nearly ev-
erywhere else in the United States. Naval warships and land-based forces also synchronized with aircraft
in creating a large combined force.

For Porter, this important exercise provides an opportunity for his unit to better itself in combat situa-
tions and in working with other American military services.

"This exercise was important for us to keep the Raptors fully functional, so the pilots can keep their
important training and missions," said Porter.

With Alaska situated between Russia and Canada, and within a good part of the Arctic Circle, the re-
gion provides a unique setting for both professional and personal expernences.

"I like Alaska's summers. It's just like any other place, except that it's colder in the winter," said Por-
ter.

Porter's personal military background illustrates why his experience is ideal for military operations in
Alaska, such as this one.

"I have been in the military for a year and a half, but have not served in a war zone yet," said Porter.

With the sounds of jet aircraft screaming overhead, wildlife such as moose and bears are undeterred
from randomly appearing at this frontier base. But with vigilance found by service members serving in
this geographically important location, their efforts will help keep the region's greater threats at bay.

Elvis Tribute debuts in Rockwall

by Kat Donnell

Kenny King was recently hailed as “Elvis Fans’ #1 Tribute Artist” by Boss 95.5 radio. The popular
Elvis tribute has been in the area for the past couple of years and has garnered an impressive following.
From favorite tunes such as “A Big Hunk O’ Love to Can’t Help Falling in Love,” the audience becomes
a part of the energy that flows from the stage.

“The energy that I get back fuels my enthusiasm,” said Kenny. *“To be able to re create an Elvis show
from the jumpsuits and body movements to the electrifying sound enables me to put on a vigorous per-
formance.”

Kenny King started preparing for the stage at age 13, when he recognized his calling to honor Elvis.
Honing his craft took many years and included playing the trumpet in his high school and church bands,
performing in retirement centers, private parties, weddings and holiday parties. He has been known, on
more than one occasion, to bring the elderly and those who are ill, out of their wheelchair and rooms
when he is around. He brings great joy to all he encounters and has also been known to give scarves,
teddy bears and necklaces as keepsakes of a wonderful evening. Between Oklahoma and Texas, he has
performed at state fairs, clubs and restaurants. In early fall, he will be performing on an evening cruise
on Lake Lavon.

On August 6, Kenny King will be performing at local Rockwall hotspot, Scoreboard.

“We are looking forward to bringing this talented tribute to Elvis to our club,” said Scoreboard owner
Loretta McGee. “What a fitting way to honor the King during the anniversary month of his death.”

Scoreboard is located at 2410 S. Goliad. The show will be from 8pm-midnight. There is no cover, but
you can reserve a seat by calling 972-771-4201. For more information visit www .kennyastheking.com.

Air Force Airman Ist Class Matthew S. Porter is a crew chief
with the 90th Aircraft Maintenance Unit, Elmendorf Air Force
Base, Alaska. Porter recently participated in a massive American
military exercise called “Northern Edge,” where more than 9,000
American military men and women sharpened their skills for re-
sponding to crises throughout the Asia-Pacific region.

Photo Courtesy of Air Force Senior Airman Christopher Griffin/
Rockwall County News
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Rockwall's DC Kings placed fourth out of 96 teams in the Prime Time Sports 2009 National Championship held at several sites around the
Dallas-Ft. Worth Metroplex July 23-26. The team competed in the Seventh Grade Boys Division. Prime Time Sports is a youth sports or-
ganization founded by former Dallas Cowboys player Deion Sanders and encourages teamwork, skills improvement and professionalism in
youth sports. Team members are (back row from left) Coach Jeff O'Dell, Junious Clark (JC), Noah Westerfield, Austin Enloe, Seth Jackson,
- Coach Jeff Hoy, (front row from left) William Butter, Jordan Hoy and Bruce Brookins. Not pictured are Austin O'Dell, Justin Peters,

1 of reports % City of Fate, Texas
ations for CEC, b
ll'h ° l
nce aSSistm:lﬂF‘ ) Speed blcyc e
exceptional 0%
oritical thinkié SRS
xe+@ing comes to
w=ikwall A t9
wPkwall Augus
i lists are gearing up to compete against riders from
qurance, pﬂjdt‘"}f' )-FW Metroplex and the state in a “crit” race, where
j'ﬁcaliorb'- $!"888 :pproach 50 miles per hour. The Sunday, August O race
;Rmk“'ﬂ] *\"'af ace from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Rockwall Technology
aterthan A% 88 i at Hwy. 276 and FM 549. iy, |
3 is the most popular style of bicycle racing in the Unit-
8 ccause it is high speed and easily viewable by specta-
cing consists of packs of 40-80 riders racing each other
loop course for 30- to 75 minutes per race. Some have
= as “NASCAR on bikes.” ‘ .
3 10 a press release, this is believed to be the first cnt
RAﬂﬂ\ , ! ned by USA Cycling to be held in Rockwall. Spccta[orf
'ORPO 4 e race for free. Plus, there will be a free “Kids Lap
1. for kids under 14, with medals for all finishers. For
8 aation on the race or to register for the race, visit WWW.
® >ling.com and view the “Rockwall Crit Race™ page.
' 1s produced by the Rockwall Cycling Club, an official
I 18 club. Notably, in only its second year of existence,
t COfpoﬁl_u,r ‘yeling Club has more than 50 race team mcmbcrs and
LEDC 0 ;f‘:,;' mw as the #7 team in Texas road racing by the Texas
Augst ]\lu.“ Ing Association. |
wall T 2ce Is sponsored by the local bike shop, Rock\fvall Cy-
?ad aloudoﬂ- Tace is also made possible thanks to suppon from the ;
ratiol ‘conomic Development Corporation, Chiloso Mexican
gerREDfr& tco of Rockwall, David McGaffin DDS, Alliance Bank,
['h.ﬁ' 4 oot verybody Massage, and others. |
bid#® e”‘h ! 10 benefit the formation of the youth/juniors cycling
jout chafgﬁ,p ! Kwall, yoe
EDC Pho el Xavier Castille and Luke Ramirez.




e K y "

Riders participated in the 2008 Rotary Hot Rocks Bike Race, winding their way through the streets
of Rockwall. The 2009 Race is set for August 8.

New club swim team to organize locally

A new club swim team will organize locally in coming weeks to
coincide with the opening of the new Rockwall Independent School
District natatorium.

The team, Rockwall Aquatics, has named Olympic medalist Neil
Walker as its head coach.

Walker coached Austin’s Longhorn Aquatics, one of the nation’s
most successful club swim teams.

Rounding out the coaching staff will be current Rockwall and
Heath high school coaches and former University of Texas swim-
mers Tommy Sacco and Paul Wallace, as well as former Rockwall
YMCA swim coach Tom Applegate. Also joining the staff is
Rockwall ISD aquatics director Mike Sorrels, a well known Texas
high school swim coach and recipient of the Theron Pickle Lifetime
Achievement Award given by the Texas Interscholastic Swim
Coaches Association.

Tryouts for the Rockwall Aquatics team will be conducted at the natatorium in the first few weeks of
the new school year. For more details and tryout information, visit the Rockwall ISD Web site at rock-
wallisd.com.

Rockwall Riptides place
second at Lone Star meet

Thes Rockwall “Riptides placed second in a two' team contest at the Lone Star YMCA State
Championships, coming in behind the Coppell YMCA Cruisers. The Riptides sent 91 swimmers. Teams
from across the state conipeted in the meet. &~ I

High Points Trophy Winners were:

Girls:

6 & Under-Sam Wang, second place; 9-10-Brooke Arnold, second place; 11-12-Raena Eldridge, first
place; 13-14-Haley Brenchley, first place; 15 & Up-Aly Heuer, first place.

Boys: 13-14-Justin Tokuz, third place; 15 & Up-Ryan Lang, first place.

At least 11 meet records were set, including 11 individual team records, three relay team records,
seven new TAGS times (Texas Age Group Swim), four new AAA times, 12 new AA time; 21 new A
times, 33 new BB times and 53 new B times. Seventy percent of the swims were best times.

To understand the time system, B times are better than average, BB is better than B and A is next level
up to AAAA.

Riptides coach James Hummingbird said the team is still in training and is already looking forward
to regaining the title next year.

“We, the coaches, would like to thank everyone for an exciting Lone Star meet. We were very proud
of the way our kids swam and handled themselves. We would also like to thank all the parents that
helped volunteer.”

Fighting Irish 9U Baseball tryouts set

The Rockwall Fighting Irish baseball team will be holding tryouts to fill its roster for the 9- and Under
team. Tryouts will be from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Aug. 3, 4, and 5 at Harry Myers Field.

Player’s birth date must be after May 1, 2000 to be eligible.

The coaching staff teaches the players solid fundamentals, respect for the game, and excellent sports-
manship through positive reinforcement and encouragement.

For more information, contact Billy Nies @ thenies6@sbcglobal .net or visit www.leaguelineup.com/
rockwallirish.

Texans Red soccer is national runner-up

The Dallas Texans Red 15-and-under girls soccer team, featuring Rockwall High School’s Shelby
Soldat, placed second in the US Youth Soccer championships.
Texans Red held the San Diego Surf scoreless throughout the final game, including two overtime

periods, but it remained a scoreless tie. The California team then scored on six penalty kicks to Texans
Red’s five to take the title.

Neil Walker

Soldat played defense for a
team that allowed just two goals
in four games. Texans Red out-
scored its opponents 3-2 while
compiling a 2-1-1 record.

YMCA Sports:
Focused on Character
Development

Rockwall County Sports

Hot Rocks Bicycle R;
takes off August 8

Rockwall Rotary's 23rd Annual Hot Rocks Bicycle Race and Ride is scheduled for Aug, 8. s for chil-

forms are available on the Rotary web site at www.rockwallrotary.org. e so the
This year'’s race chairman is Tim Hartley. | :ﬂr_ o0k O
Proceeds from the ride benefit Rotary college scholarships. According to the Rotary wep, e
‘ ‘ ' i 10, 20, 43 : g% My
attracts all levels of riders, from aggressive to children and offers 10, 20, 43, and 57-mjle , sy M
The Ride will start and end at Wilkerson-Sanders Stadium, located at 1201 T.L. Towns mﬁ Githalo
Rockwall. A route map is on the Rotary web site. ‘ . il and
Volunteers provide rest stops every eight to 10 miles, serving drinks, ice and fruit. All ep; d,m;_,oamun
a T-shirt and lunch. e N | }upP\ nding
The top three male and female finishers of the 57-mile ride receive cash awards, incly -La\i the casé
first place, $175 for second place and $100 for third place. ;;.(Ehjldrf"-
There will also be gift certificates for the top three finishers in the family races, including #&" e boy-10
a male rider under age14, and families with a female rider under age 14. Y bov, 008
The first 600 registrants to pick up their ride packets will be given a 24 0z. custom water b °] di;n'l like
by Ride sponsor Rockwall Cycling Club. = e
Early packet pickup and registration will be from Noon to 7 p.m., Friday, Aug. 7, at Rocky |

located at 832 Steger Towne Drive.
For the past few years, Ride routes have been interrupted by and detoured around road
but this year’s Ride committee says the route will finally be construction free.

This year’s race start time has been moved up to 7:30 a.m. to take advantage of cooler r \ Dog on His
peratures. Another change for 2009 will be Staged Start Waves. P2 =Auch a
Rotary is an organization of business and professional leaders united worldwide who pro* ' hf:h.iren and
tarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and help build goodwill Emblooki ['ve

the world. In more than 160 countries worldwide, approximately 1.2 million Rotarians be

4. “A Dog
than 30,000 Rotary clubs. Ebtiw ocif
The main objective of Rotary is service-in the community, in the workplace and throughe ﬁ{m hc-is :

I heca

Rotarians develop community service projects that address many of today's most critical is ™
children at risk, poverty and hunger, the environment, illiteracy, and violence. aﬂlﬂ_¢§- 10
They also support programs for youth, educational opportunities and international excha g =
dents, teachers, and other professionals, and vocational and career development. The Ro’ ;run_nmg_ i
Service Above Self. n r}?mg ll_mf.j II;
For more information on the 2009 Hot Rocks Bike Ride, contact race chairman Tim Hz /1% himsel
754-4844 or tlhartleylaw @aol.com. Information can also be found on the Rockwall Rotar from hu-
rockwallrotary.com. fher dogs.
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dports

Rockwall Riptides swimmer Shannon Lockhart snaps a picture of (left-right) team -
Jim Hummingbird; Special Olympics swimmer Mason Sevier and his father, Rockwall Cit
member CIliff Sevier; and Council member Mark Russo at a Thursday, July 22 pep rall
Riptides. The pep rally was held at the Rockwall YMCA in preparation for the 2009 Lonesti:
State Championship last weekend. The pep rally was organized by Hummingbird and spoi.
Wal-Mart of Rockwall, Ability Services Network and the Rockwall YMCA. The Riptides we:
for their eighth straight state championship but were edged out by the Coppell team and |
close second at the Lone Star meet. "It was somebody else's turn this year," Hummingbird &
Photo by Elizabeth Fudge/Rockwall County News
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Christian schools open football practice Mongz=u, .

With August comes the beginning of high school football practice. For players, the openin,

(IR Rah
practice means the dreaded two-a-days. A

global et
Texas teams can begin their practices as early as Monday, and work out in pads for t
Thursday.
New Rockwall Christian Academy head coach Caleb Palmer said he expects as many a
for his team’s first practice Monday at 8 a.m. The Warriors will work on the field from &

ﬁi:' Cl?lSS on ar

i Pa:k Participants
Sy 10 practice v h

S for four clinics or §

h at

 Arehery clagg s o

cher

have a one-hour chalk-talk session, take an hour off and hold the second of their two-a-d %55 fo; Rockwal] 1

from noon to 2 p.m.

Heritage Christian Academy also will begin its preseason practices Monday.

“We expect the players to come into two-a-days in shape,” said Robert Huckabee, head ¢
SIX-man team.

Most players have been working out informally or in more structured conditioning progr:
their school. Huckabee said those sessions help the coaches maintain contact with their pla |

“We’ll have them lift weights and get acclimated to the heat. They’ll come in and play ¢ ) 1, 2000
games outside.” W

Rockwall and Royse City high schools will begin their practice sessions Monday, Aug. |

ﬁ*‘q Billy N
{mr{tk“‘alliris
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Registering NOW for
Fall Sports:

Small Fry Soccer
Soccer

Small Fry Football
Flag Football
Tackle Football
Cheerleading
Volleyball

Financial Assistance /s Avar/abl/e.

972.962.9622
www.rockwallymca.org

CA

v of Metropolitan Dallas
Rockwall

SUMMER @AMPS

In Session Until August 7
Pre-K3 - 7th Grade - Educational - Fun - Exciting

(972) 772-4445

Now Enrolling Pre-K through 12th Grade
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of an expert: a real, live juvenile
reader! I happen to know a few.
| asked Sarah McClulley, an ani-
mal lover and seventh grader, to
read A Dug on His Own" and
give me her take on the story.

Sarah recently emailed m-c. i |
liked this book because it is re-
ally funny. It is from the dog’s
point of view and lets you see
what life as a dog would be like.

The book reminds you that
you have to work to get what
you want. And it has a happy
ending, which you don’t find
very often in dog books! 1 re-
commend it for anyone who |i-
kes funny books or books about
animals.”

There you have it: the thumbs-
up from an actual young reader,

Enough said!

The second book [ read.
“Tango: The Tale of an Island
Dog™ by Eileen Beha, was the
most complex and would be
best for readers ages 10 and up.
Although the author’s liberal use
of metaphors and similes was a
bit overdone, Tango was a good
story.

Tango, a pampered and ado-
red Yorkie from New York, falls
overboard in a storm while sai-

; for children.
sloy the boy-lo-
saves-boy, dog-
sle. I don’t like
- after | come to
yand I've learned
iren feel the same
rarely appreciate
nding.

1 “A Dog on His
ry Jane Auch, a
for children and
inny books I've

ted Worldwige Wigy
' belp i g
2 million Roggg,

. : past. “A Dog ling with his wealthy owners but
Vorkplace and thy tells the story of miraculously washes ashore in a
f‘“ﬁa}"ﬁ most iy R because he is a  village on Prince Edward Island.
d violence, r canines. Tango, bedraggled, scared, and
and intemationy rt survivor, K-10  confused, wants nothing more

“developmen, Thi than to return home.

But how cana little dog accom-
plish such a feat? Ms. Beha's
others characters, a mysterious
island fox, a three-legged cat fal-
len on hard times, a brokenhear-
ted widow, and a runaway girl
searching for a permanent home
of her own, are all well-develo-
ped and it wasn’t long before |
cared about all of them.

The ending has drama as well
as a few surprises but is entirely
satisfying.

My favorite of the three books
was “The Dog Days of Charlotte
Hayes” by Marlane Kennedy,
perhaps because I could easily
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Sports Notes

'RCISD season ticket renewals begin
ise City ISD season ticket holders can pick up their
'8a.m. to 4 p.m. through today at the RCISD adminis-
New group reserved seating ticket sales will run from
n.Aug. 3-7. New season reserved seating ticket sales
8a.m.to4 p.m.Aug. 10-28.

re of (leftrighl & Free physicals offered at RHS

is father, RO:,MI igh School will offer free physicals from 8:30 a.m. to
_[‘Sda“" Jl:ﬂ"ﬁf turday for all RHS students and incoming freshmen.
;:;L;::ngeb:rdld will be offered in the Williams Middle School gym,
MCA, The Ripts nformation on the Rockwall ISD Web site.

the Coppell te28® Adult tennis lessons offered

vear," Hummis® :nnis Unlimited will offer an adult beginner’s class for

en, 18 and older, at 9 a.m. on Saturdays at Rockwall-
eginning this week. Basic strokes and rules will be
nembership not required, but available upon request.
»48 for four clinics or $15 for individual clinics. For
t JR. Rahmanzadeh at 972-771-8883 or e-mail rah-
sbeglobal.net.
Archery class set at Myers Park

iendly class on archery will be offered at 9 a.m.
.yers Park. Participants will learn safety and proper use
portunity to practice what is learned. Supplies are pro-
il be $5 for Rockwall residents, $8 for non-residents.

n required by calling 972-771-7740 or visit rockwall.

actice M

or players, (¢ PR

ork out in p&¥

he expects lsii
% on the field im®
cond of their ¥4

' ghting Irish to conduct baseball tryouts
$.all Fighting Irish baseball team will conduct tryouts
8= d-under team roster from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Monday,
4 condition" SE&Wednesday at Harry Myers field. A player’s birth date
contact \"i'-h':“)_'l 8 May 1, 2000, to be eligible. The Irish coaching staff
| come In P S -1 solid fundamentals, respect for the game and sports-
N ugh positive reinforcement and encouragement. For
jons .\100‘133","': & contact Billy Nies at thenies6@sbcglobal.net or visit
S com/rockwallirish.
Camp to focus on agility, conditioning
ity and Conditioning Camp will be offered in the
wucation Center Gym. Weeklong camps for 10- to
set Aug. 10-14, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m., and 13- to 15-year-
-14, 11 a.m. to noon. Cost for Rockwall residents will

-residents $225. For more details, visit rockwall.com/

Monday:
sert Huckilo =4

ling P
Z it
g QU

Triples Tournament at RTU .
ennis Unlimited will host a Triples Tournament from
non Aug. 15 at Rockwall-Heath High. Open to RTL
315 if pre-registered ($20 day of the tourney), the event
1 free T-shirt to those registered and paid by Aug. S.
iends are welcome to participate - $20 pre-registered,
f the tourney. Players can sign up in groups of three or
se, names will be drawn. To register visit rockwallten-
com or call J.R. at 972-771-8883 or e-mail rahmanza-
ibal.net. For more details contact Joe Taylor at lamajo®@
or call 972-722-7848.
Parent/athlete meeting set at Cain 2

Y parent/athlete meeting to discuss the 2009-2010 Cain
ol girls’ athletic policies, workouts and schedules will

il’lﬂ 5‘ m. Aug. 20 in the CMS gym. Parents who have :s‘m-
4 m||e$ # €diin participating in a sport at Cain during the coming

nould attend.

a i

identify with Charlotte, the main
character.

Charlotte’s father buys a pure-
bred Saint Bernard puppy on a
whim because he gets a really
good price which he can never
resist.

By her admission,
Charlotte doesn’t dislike dogs;

own

she just doesn't see why eve-
ryone loves them so much. But
Charlotte has a tender heart and
compassion for the drooling dog
named Beauregard who spends
lonely days chained up in the
backyard.

She sets out to “rescue” her
family’s dog and find him a
better home. After a few un-
successful schemes, Charlotte
makes a deal with her father,
promising to earn the money to
purchase the dog from him for
$325 before a new year's dead-
line.

How Charlotte earns the
money and grows along the
way is entirely believable and
heart-warming. Does Charlotte
find the perfect home
Beauregard?

The book doesn’t turn out as
you might expect but the con-
clusion is happy for dog lovers
and those like Charlotte, kids
with big hearts for all creatures.

If these books are out when
you visit the Rockwall County
Library, look for some of my
other favorite dog stories in-
cluding “Robert and the Great
Pepperoni™ by Barbara Seuling,

“The Green Dog™ by Suzanne
Fisher Staples, “Angus and
Sadie” by Cynthia Voight, and
“Tornado™ and “Wanted...Mud
Blossom™ by Betsy Byars.

And if you've never read
“Because of Winn Dixie” by
Kate DiCamillo, don’t miss it—
it really is better than the movie.
All of these stories are full of w

insome dogs, interesting hu-
man characters and all have
happy endings. I promise!
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By Maura Metcalf-Kelly
At the start of the 2008-2009
school year, each of the 1600
students at Williams and Cain
Middle Schools received a $499
Intel Companion PC laptop com-
puter to aid them in their studies.
An even larger scale project
kicks off in August, when each
of the two high schools in the
Rockwall Independent School
District will receive 600 Apple
laptop computers for project-ba-
sed learning, creating a ratio of
three students to one computer.
[he RISD is purchasing the
laptops thanks to its 2006 bond
issue, which included $15.3 mil-
lion for technology upgrades and
improvements.

“Every campus has been
touched by this money,” said
Donna Fisher, Director of
Instructional Technology. “We

want all secondary students to
have one-to-one access to a com-
puting device within the next five
years. We wanted to start small —
we thought middle school would
be a good place.”

According to Chris Gasaway,
head of the RISD technology
department, the middle-school

trial is actually the most recent
of five years” worth of trials, all
gauging the benefits of incorpo-
rating technology as an educa-

tional aid into the curriculum of

all RISD students. The decision
to implement the laptops at the
high school level was also based
upon three years of experience
with the “inspired classroom,” in
which each classroom with stu-
dents in grades three through six
was allotted five computers.
“When we first put this [idea]
out, we told the public that this
was a pilot, and that the success
or failure of the pilot would help
us determine how we were going
to roll it out into grades nine th-
rough twelve,” Gasaway said.
The middle school trial benefi-
ted the students themselves and
helped to reveal flaws that would
require modification before im-
plementing the larger-scale pro-
gram at the high school level the
following year. For example,
the filtering software on the
computers, while successfully
preventing students from down-
loading unapproved programs,
ran slowly and still permitted
students to upload instant mess-

TRIBUTE SHOW
SCOREBOARD CLUB

AUG 6 @ 8:

00 PM

2410 5. GOLIAD ST.

RockKkwALL, TX.

75032

972-771-6615

WWW. KENNYASTHEKING.COM

aging programs on pin drives. In
January of 2008, administrators

recalled and re-imaged all of

the students’ computers to en-
sure that only approved systems
would be able to run—even
when uploaded. Thanks to Citrix
Virtual Desktop, an application
that students’ laptops will be
equipped with in the 2009-2010
school year, the boot time for the
computers will be more reasona-
ble, and the memory space will
be doubled.

RISD’s technology department
anticipated  encounters  with
broken hardware and created a
system in which all files are sa-
ved to one server. If a student’s
laptop broke, he or she was able
to simply accept another laptop
and submit his or her own to be
fixed, with projects still intact
and accessible in cyberspace.

Fisher and Gasaway both em-
phasized the importance of the
laptops both as learning tools for
students’ current studies and in
preparation for their job success
in a technology-driven world.

“The ultimate goal here is
to prepare our students for the
workplace in the 21st century,”

T -**—'r—.z;—-ﬂ_

ATTENTION SHOPPERS

Let your creative juices flow at Bally Bead and Jewelry
Located 1/2 mile north of I-30 at 2304 Ridge Road in Rockwall
Bally Bead has thousands of beautiful beads and jewelry findings.
Discover how easy, economical and fun it is to make beautiful

earrings, necklaces, bracelets, anklets, rosaries and more
for yourself, friends and family.

We offer three different and easy jewelry making lessons:

#1 Simple Bead Stringing
#2 Wire Wrapped Loops
#3 Knotting with Silk Thread /

Only $45 per lesson or take all three (on
different days) for $120. Here is a
GREAT extra bonus: Take one or more
lessons and shop in our wholesale section for
30 days at wholesale prices!

BALLY BEAD is a full service RETAIL & WHOLESALE
bead store. We offer repair service and custom orders.

CALL US NOW & SIGN UP: #972-771-4515

Laptop program merges technology and learn'

]esday

with learning.

—

Cath\ Crouch, campus technologlst and grade book administrator at Cain Mlddle School,l
program updates on laptop computers that will be given to high school students in Rockwall
fall. Students at Cain and Williams Middle Schools used laptops last year in a trial to merge

Staff Photo by Kathy Williams/Rockwall County News

Fisher said. “We feel that with
this laptop program, we are at-
tempting to give students the
skills they will need when they
go to college, [and will need] in
the business world.”

“We don’t look to technology
as something separate |from edu-
cation| because in the real world,
you don’t view technology as
something separate,” Gasaway
said. “Technology complements
what you are doing; it is not so-
mething extra.”

According to Fisher, results
from 2008 show that 80 percent
of RISD students are *“technolo-
gy-literate.” Gasaway claimed
technology plays a crucial role
in the lives of teenagers and that
because of this, the use of laptops
in high school and middle school
students’ education will enhance
their academic experience, as it
will allow them to use tools they
are already comfortable with.

“They don’t even consider
computers [to be] technology,
Gasaway said. “To them, tech-
nology is a Wii or a PS2, or so-
mething that’s new to them. But
computers are just a part of their
life. They accept it, and as a re-
sult, they are not scared of it...
Kids are used to using compu-
ters—so why would we bring
them into the classroom and not
let them use these tools?”

In the coming school year, each
of the RISD’s two high schools
will receive 600 Apple laptop
computers, running both Apple
and Windows operating systems.

The three-to-one student to lap-

top ratio was determined as a
result of the middle school trial

and the inspired classroom in
elementary schools.

“We took a hybrid of both
ideas—the inspired classroom
and the one-to-one—and came
in with three-to-one, and that’s
what we’re doing in high school
as a step towards one-to-one,”
Gasaway said.

Using Citrix Visual Desktop,
students will be able to run both
Windows and Apple opera-
ting systems; they may operate
Windows while Mac is running
in the background. When stu-
dents save documents, they will
be automatically saved to both
the Mac and the Windows ope-
rating systems, making it ea-
sier to switch between the two.
Gasaway said there is value in
students having easy access to
both operating systems at all
time, because the operating sys-
tems are superior in different
areas.

Before the 2008-2009 school
year came to a close, every high
school teacher received his or
her own Macbook; during the
summer months, middle school
and high school teachers will at-
tend workshops in computer de-
velopment.

The Macbooks will be purcha-
sed with a four-year warranty
under Apple’s warranty program,
AppleCare, until RISD technici-
ans become Apple certified, at
which point the high schools will
have their own authorized Apple
repair centers. When a warranty
issue with a laptop arises, RISD
technicians will be able to fix the
laptops themselves—and Apple
will pay them to do it. What ma-

kes the prospects of
pair center for the
even more exciting «
tunity for student |
While RISD middi¢
dents can currently
certified—that is, ci
computers runnin,
operating systems-
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