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In Texas, school finance battle is a perennial one

Funding public education never an important issue unless under court order

By Ross Ramsey
Texas Tribune

sources to provide the level of education the state requires
and do not have the legal means to obtain those resources,
given the state’s limits on how high the districts can raise
their local property taxes.

This 1s familiar ground.

A February 1931 copy of The Texas Weekly — no
relation to The Texas Tribune’s online newsletter of the
same name — had a related 1ssue as 1ts top article: “Do
we want the schools 1n state politics?” it asked. “Aboli-
tion of the constitutional tax for the school fund would
destroy their independence.”

That was not the first time the 1ssue had drawn atten-
tion, and lawmakers and the courts have been solving the

problem ever since. Politicians have used 1t as a campaign
rallying point, both as would-be reformers and as fresh
faces trying to knock off the authors of a particular era’s
latest reforms.

The state got nd of the constitutional tax mentioned
In that article 83 years ago. Legislators thought they had
it icked in 1949 with the Gilmer-Aikin reforms. Law-
suits onginating in the 1970s opened a line of argument
that still thrnives today, challenging the state to provide
adequate levels of education 1n all of 1ts schools, to all of
Its student populations

Running the public schools has been a policy issue —
and a legal one, too — for the better part of a century in
Texas.

State officials have never found a lasting way to pay for
or to provide the promised level of public education in all
classrooms, and they repeatedly find themselves “solv-
ing’’ the problem, often under court order.

The latest round of court hearings began this week with
the state’s lawyers defending the fairmess of the current

system. School districts say they do not have the re- Please see FINANCE/4A
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Army officer:
Region ‘not
fit for man

or beast’

here 1S a a;‘*wf that was quiet long
ago, but with HL buzz of trathc. not
IT | S Llll‘*ﬂ}_ d HP! M On
Interstate 20 H‘rll”’ east of town where You
wi1ll hind the historical marker commemo
the \1.,1%»} | rail

SO quiet toda

ABOVE: Some members of

the club scrambled up roc KS - ey ' | rating

to summit Emory Peak
the highest ot the Chisos
Mountains while others
hit up the hot springs and
L‘IHHR'L’Li [ht' nghlh Jrld ACLIV]
ties of the Chisos Basin. The
club set up camp near Dog
(.anvon 4 TWO MIIL [HL
from the main road — In
Big Bend s zone camping
region.

RIGHT: Backpacking gear,
water jugs and maps were
useful tools during the West
[exas adventure. Visit www
sibleynaturecenter.org/

pboc for more information
about the outing club and 1ts
monthly trips.
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Commissioners to vote on contracts today

From staff reports

Pending approval today at Commus-
sioners’ Court, Midland County Public
Library and Petroleum Museum will
enter into an agreement that will help the
museum with its upcoming renovations.

The library will temporarily combine
the museum’s petroleum collection with
the library’s collection, as well as house
some of the museum’s staff while the
museum is being renovated.

“We're good neighbors with a good
relationship and we’re glad to help
them,” said John Trischitti, library

director.

The museum, located on Interstate 20,
has an extensive $18 million renovation
in the works. Duning the Jan. 14 City
Council meeting, members approved a
$500,000 grant that the museum has to

match in order to receive the city funding.

The commissioners are set to vote
today on other issues including a grant

for body cameras for the Midland Police

Department, a waiver of insurance
requirement for a Texas Tech University
event at the Horseshoe and new security
gates for the Midland County
Courthouse.

The big number

A new poll shows

71 percent of Americans
are in tavor of raising the minimum

wage. Page SA.

And at the start of the Commission-
ers’ Court meeting, the Midland County
Fresh Water Supply District No. 1 will
give a presentation about the ClearWater
Ranch project.

The project will continue the district's
mission to deliver dnnking water to
Midland by drilling water wells at Clear-
Water Ranch in Winkler County and
creating a pipeline that will combine the
water with T-Bar Ranch’s water north of
the site. The district earlier this month
gave the council an update that revealed
the project is scheduled to be complete
by Dec. 31.

Today in Sports
Coming Tuesday

hwﬁnmhﬂic

installation of the new Diocese of San Angelo bishop

In March 1852, according to the Texas
State Historical Association. * (aptain
RJHJ“L}“!] Marcy was assigned the com
mand of a seventy-man explornng expedi
tion across the Great Plains in search
of the source of the Red River and was
directed to ‘collect and report e tf‘sihlu
that may be usetful or interesting.”

When he left northern New Mexico to
return to his home base 1in Fort Smith.
Ark..- he was instructed by his command-
er to take a more southern route home
When he did. he stopped 1n what would
one day be known as Midland

The histonical marker denoting
Marcy's journey reads. “Plotted 1n 1349
by a U.S. Army surveying expedition
under Capt. Randolph B. Marcy. Guided
by Manuel. a Comanche Indian, Marcy
crossed the dreaded staked PILHH‘« of

Please see 101/4A

Courtesy photo

This historical marker along Interstate 20
southeast of Midland commemorates the
Marcy Trail.
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riment shows a male

lesser prairie chicken in a mating structure in the Téxas panhandle. A first-of-its-kind agreement
between federal agencies is designed to ease the concérns of landowners and the energy industry
in five states ahead of an expected listing of the lesser prairie chicken as threatened, a move that
could curtail their ability to operate in those habitats.

Landowners in lesser prairie

chicken areas offered deal

By Ramit Plushnick-Masti

Associated Press

HOUSTON — The federal government
1s offering first-of-1ts-kind legal protec-
tions for landowners who implement
conservation measures to protect the lesser
prairie chicken’s dwindling populations

across five states.

The move 1s designed to ease the
concerns of landowners. ranchers and the
energy industry that they would no longer
be able to operate in the bird’s habitat 1f
the prairie grouse 1s listed as threatened
under the Endangered Species Act. The
agreement could also serve as a model for
other areas where industry and landown-
ers could be impacted by a threatened or

endangered animal.

The deal 1s simple: Those who take
steps to conserve and preserve habitat
will receive a letter guaranteeing they will
not be fined or prosecuted if lesser praine
chickens are found dead on their property.

“As long as they continue to imple-
conservation plan then they
have nothing to fear from the Endangered
Species Act or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Dan Ashe, the wildlife service’s
director, told The Associated Press.

The wildlife service 1s expected to
announce by March 30 whether to list
the lesser prairie chicken as a federally
protected threatened species, impacting
the plains of Texas, New Mexico, Colo
rado. Kansas and Oklahoma. The pending
decision has prompted vocal opposition
and sparked a broad state-run initiative
designed to conserve areas in hopes of
avolding a federal histing for the bird

The tederal ofter 1s a unique agree-
ment between the wildhife service and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service. The
agencies will have conservation practices
outlined and agreements available 1n the

ment the ...

Service.’

coming weeks.

To enter an agreement, landowners
would have to undertake HPL‘L‘I“L L Ol
servation measures. such as keeping the
grasses long enough to hide nests, clearing

December 2012 to list the bird under the

Endangered Species Act, there were fewer
than 45,000, according to the wildlife

the decline.

Texas.

service. A recent survey counted 18,000.
Drought and loss of habitat are blamed for

Jerry Homfeld, whose family has been
ranching and farming in the Texas Pan-
handle town of Hereford since the 1920s,
said he would be interested in the federal
government's ofter. About half his fam-
1ly’s 5,000 acres are set aside for conser-
vation: the other half 1s mostly for cattle
grazing with shorter, native grasses where
the birds are less likely to thrive.

“It scares me,” he said.
ment this chicken as an endangered
species we might not be able to graze our
land, nothing, and that's our hiving.”

The o1l and gas industry, which has
boomed in recent years in the bird’s habi-
tat, has opposed federal protections and
worked with state wildlife departments
to put together a “range-wide plan” that
allows industry, landowners and ranchers
to be paid to set aside conservation land or
pay more to operate 1n crucial habitat.

The new agreement allows landowners
who entered such a deal to use that land
— for example an energy company inter-
ested in drilling a well — if they set aside
double the acreage elsewhere as protected
habitat for the lesser praine chicken, said
Salvador Salinas, head of the NRCS in

“If they imple-

Ultimately. the goal 1s for the different
plans to overlap and provide landowners,
ranchers and the energy industry several
avenues to work, he said.

Ben Shepperd, president of the Permian
Basin Petroleum Association, which rep-
resents drillers in an oil-rich, desert-like
area of West Texas that includes prime
chicken habitat, said his members have
been actively involved in the range-wide
plan. He said they could be interested in

the new tederal offer, though they have yet

brush and building ramps 1n cattle water plan

troughs to ensure the birds don’t drown
Grants could help cover the costs

In Texas. the agreement covers a
23-county region where this grayish
brown, medium-sized bird makes 1ts home
and nests 1n the long praine grasses from

-

March to July

The prairie grouse was once abundant
In 1ts five-state region, but 1ts historical
home of grasslands and praines has been
reduced by an estimated 84 percent as de-
velopment converted habitat to other uses
When tederal regulators first proposed in

o see a wntten document.

He said the o1l and gas industry had
already set aside at least 1.3 million acres
for conservation under the range-wide

“It's a huge area they are talking about
severely limiting economic development
in. a 20-milhion acre area in five states.”
Shepperd said, explaining why all the
parties are entering unprecedented agree-
ments ahead of the bird’s listing.

“They want to get it right because

If they don’t they’ve got a lot of angn
people, and the bird suffers.”
noting that ulmately the industry hopes
that through proactive conservation they
will be able to prevent the chicken from
being listed as threatened.

he ddLlL‘d.

Family: Brain-dead woman off life support

By Nomaan
Merchant
Associated Press

FORT WORTH — A
brain-dead. pregnant Texas
woman s body was removed
from life support Sunday.
as the hospital keeping her
on machines against her
family’s wishes acceded to
a judge’s ruling that it was
misapplying state law.

Marlise Munoz’s body
soon will be bunied by her
husband and parents, after
John Peter Smith Hospital
in Fort Worth announced 1t
would not fight Judge R.H.
Wallace Jr.’s Friday order
to pronounce her dead and
return her body to her fam-
ily. The 23-week-old fetus
she was carrying will not
be born.

The hospital’s decision
Sunday brings an apparent
end to a case that became

a touchstone for national
debates about the beginning

and end of life, and whether
a pregnant woman who

is considered legally and
medically dead should be
kept on life support for the
sake of a fetus.

Munoz'’s husband, Erick
Munoz, sued the hospital
because it would not re-
move life support gs he said
his wife would have wanted

In such a situwaton. Enck
and Marlise Munoz worked
as paramedics and were
famihiar with end-of-life 1s-
sues, and Enck said his wife
had told him she would not
want to be kept alive under
such circumstances.

But the hospital refused
his request, citing Texas
law that says life-sustain-
Ing treatment cannot be
withdrawn from a pregnant
patient. regardless of her
end-of-life wishes.

Wallace sided Friday
with Enck Munoz, said 1n
his order: “Mrs. Munoz 1s
dead.”

Wallace had given
the hospital until 5 p.m.
Monday to comply with
his order, but officials there
announced Sunday mom-
ing that it would forego any
appeal.

“From the onset, JPS has
said 1ts role was not to make
nor contest law but to fol-
low 1t,” according to a state-
ment released by hospital
spokeswoman J.R. Labbe.
“On Fniday, a state district
judge ordered the removal
of life-sustaining treatment
from Marlise Munoz. The
hospital will follow the
court order.”

Shortly afterward, Erick
Munoz’s attorneys an-
nounced that she had been

disconnected from life sup-
port about | 1:30 a.m.

“May Marlise Munoz
finally rest in peace, and her
family find the strength to
complete what has been an
unbearably long and ardu-
ous journey, they said in a
statement.

Enck found his wife
unconscious in their Haltom
City home Nov. 26, possi-
bly because of a blood clot.
Doctors soon determined
that she was brain-dead,
which meant that she was
both medically and legally
dead under Texas law, but
kept her on machines to
keep her organs functioning
for the sake of the fetus.

Enck Munoz described
visiting his wife in the hos-
pital, saying her eyes were
now glassy and the smell of
her perfume had given way
to a smell he knew to be of
a dead body. His attorneys
told Wallace on Friday
that doctors had performed
medical care on her body
over his protests.

“There is an infant, and
a dead person serving as a
dysfunctional incubator,”
attorney Heather King said.

Marlise Munoz’s parents,
Emest and Lynne Machado,
agreed with Erick Munoz
and sat next to him at Fri-

daysm

| digmty  will
' source of strength 1n our

Jm:y 24,
2014 at the agc of 88." Max-

ine was born in Clara, Mis-

souri on January 15, 1926, to
Byron and Helen Harmon
along with her twin sister
Norine.

At a young age, Maxine's
family moved to Houston,
Missouri where she graduat-
ed from Houston High
School in 1945. Shortly after
high school she traveled to
Parsons, Kansas to work in a
U.S. Government munitions
plant during WWIL.

Maxine married Kenneth
T. Gish in 1947. They lived
in Springfield, Missouri until
moving to Midland in 1955.
Maxine was a member of
First Baptist Church for 48
years where she sang in the
church choir for many years.
Maxine dedicated 10 years of
her life loving and teaching
children at First Baptist

Church in the nursery and |

"Mother’s Day Out".
Through the years our
mother was known as Mema,

. not only to her grandchildren

and great-grandchildren, but

- also to all who loved her so

dearly. Her calm accepting
spirit was always a guiding
example to her children. Her
contagious laughter will al-
ways bring fond memories.

' Her example of handling ev-

ery situation with grace and
always be a

lives.

Her daughter Janet and

| grandson Dillon took care of

Mema for many years. Thank

| you Janet for taking such
| good care of our mom. Her

grandchildren and  great-
grandchildren  brought her
great Joy.

She 1s preceded 1n death by

|

nieces and great-nephews.
Open visitation will be
Tuesday, January 28 between
the hours of 6:00 p.m. and
8:00 p.m. at Elis Funeral
Home. Services will be at
1:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
January 29, 2014 in the chap-
el at First Baptist Church,
Midland, TX. with David
Johnson leading the service
to honor our dearly beloved
mom. Interment will follow
at Resthaven Memonal Park.
Online condolences may be
offered at
www.ellisfunerals.com.

Death Notices
Edna Hayes

Edna Hayes, of Midland,
age 76, passed away at her
residence under the care of
Home Hospice. Services are
pending with America Hent-
age Cemetery.

0. V. "Van" Glaze

O. V. "Van" Glaze, 91, of
Stanton, died Saturday, Janu-
ary 25, 2014 in a Midland
hospital. Funeral services
will be 2:00 P.M. Tuesday,
January 28, 2014 at the
Downtown Church of Christ
in Stanton, Interment will
follow at Resthaven Memori-
al Park 1in Midland. The fam-
1ly will receive friends from
5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. Mon-
day at Gilbreath Funeral
Home 1n Stanton.

Survivors include one son,
O. V. "Vanny" Glaze. Jr. of
Tarzan: two daughters, Mary
Etta Oaks of :\.L‘I\'t‘rl}; and
Leatnice Adams of Stanton:
nine grandchildren, 19 great-
grandchildren. and one great-
great- grandchild

STATEBRIEFS

FROM WIRE REPORTS

AUSTIN
Psych hospital breaches include Big Spring

There have been five incidents 1n the last six months
where patients’ health records have made their way out of
some of Texas' 10 public psychiatnic facihties, according to
a review of state records by a newspaper

In one incident, an employee at Big Spring State Hospital

In West Texas

was fired after othcials alleged she walked

out of the tacility with 50 patients’ protected health records.
the Austin Amencan-Statesman reported Sunday

In the other cases, which involved a total of about a dozen
pauents, officials determined that the breaches were caused

by mistakes.

“This can’t happen,” said Chnistine Mann. spokeswoman
for the Texas Department of State Health Services. which

oversees the hospitals.

“Owr patients deserve prnivacy and

expect that their information 1s kept confidential. We're do-
Ing everything we can to figure out what happened and how

to address 1t.”

Dr. Deborah Peel, the Austin founder of Patient Privacy
Rights, a national watchdog group focused on the protection
of medical records, said the multiple incidents at the Texas
hospitals indicate a pattern of problems that raise questions
about the hospital system’s ability to keep patient records

safe.

“Incidents like this broadcast loud and clear that the place

| 1 go for help might not keep my information safe.”

Peel said

At Big Spring, the hospital’s investigation determined a
psychiatric nursing assistant, whose job involves monitor-

| Ing patients, was seen taking the information from the unit
. where the patients lived, Mann said.

A folder containing 47 pages of personal health informa-

| lon — including names, diagnoses and treatments — was
. found 1n December in a public trash bin off campus.

James Boucher, one of Big Spring’s patients whose re-

- cords were taken, was upset by what happened.

"l feel like I can’t trust the hospital anymore, not with

- anything personal,” he told the newspaper. I don’t even
| know where the records have been.”

Big Spring State Hospital also had another incident in

' July, when a nurse sent unencrypted texts of a patient’s
. records to another nurse.

Other hospitals with privacy breaches included:
B San Antonio State Hospital, which released a patient
In June with another’s discharge packet, including prescrip-

tions and medical information.

B Terrell State Hospital, which released a patient with
another’s medication in October.

B Austin State Hospital, where the records of at least eight

patients in September ended up on a television stand and
were picked up by another patient.

BAYTOWN
1 hospitalized after Pamplona-style bull run

One person was briefly treated at a hospital and several
others suffered minor injuries during a Pamplona-style bull
running event held in suburban Houston.

The Great Bull Run mirrors the annual running of the
bulls in Pamplona, Spain, where people run in front of a
herd of toros let loose in the streets. Organizers said they
toned down the U.S. version by creating escape routes for
runners and blunting the animal’s horn tips.

The Houston Chronicle reported

that at Saturday’s event

in Baytown, 21-year-old Hugo Soto was treatedfor head
injuries at a local hospital after being trampled. He was

released a few hours later.

Organizers said 3,500 people participated in Saturday s

bull run.
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Maggie Barcellano helps her daughter, Zoe, 3, use a pepper grinder with dinner at Barcellano’s father's house in Austin on Saturday.
Barcellano, who lives with her father, enrolled in the food stamps program to help save up for paramedic training while she works as a
home health aide and raises her daughter. Working-age people now make up the majority in U.S. households that rely on food stamps,

a switch from a few years ago when children and the elderly were the main recipients.
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 MISSISSIPPI
Odd call: Blowing nose brings big buck running

JACKSON — The deer hunter figured sneezing had
blown his chance at a deer, but blowing his nose brought a
big buck running.

. Ron Manning of Hinds County told The Clarion-Ledger
that he’s hunted deer for 54 years and never seen anything
like what happened earlier this month.

The buck was ready to fight, apparently thinking an-
other buck was nearby.

Manning said the 8-point buck came roaring in, “his
ears laid back, his eyes glaz.cd over, and the hair standing
up on his back.”

He said the deer was wide open, and he shot him at 25
yards.

Manning joked that instead of a grunt/wheeze call, this
deer was fooled by a'cough/sneeze call.

{ He said he wishes he knew just what he did so he could
do 1t again. '

MARYLAND
Mall gunman was avid skater, no criminal past

COLUMBIA — Police said they have found the Mary-
land mall gunman’s journal and 1t expressed some general
unhappiness, but they said they still are not sure of a mo-
tive in the shooting.

Howard County Police Chief William McMahon said
Sunday night that they had taken the journal from Darion
Marcus Aguliar’s house, but he did not give any specifics
about what 1t contained.

He said they are still interviewing fniends and family of
the gunman and the victims, but authorities are not sure

yet whether they knew each other.

' Aguliar killed two people at the Mall in Columbia on
Saturday before turning the gun on himself. Police said
he was armed with a shotgun, plenty of ammunition and a

Tamir Kalifa/AP

The new face of food stamps: working-age Americans | sk siicd vi crue homemade explosives

By Hope Yen

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —In a
first, working-age people
now make up the majonty
in U.S. households that rely
on food stamps — a switch
from a few years ago, when
children and the elderly
were the main recipients.

Some of the change 1s
because of demographics.
such as the trend toward
having fewer children. But
a slow economic recovery
with high unemployment.
stagnant wages and an
Increasing gult between
low-wage and high-skill
_;nh*-. uIHHPI 1YS d hl}__ role
[t suggésts that govern-
ment spending on the $80
bilhion-a-year tood stamp
program — twice what 1t
COSt ive years ago — may
not subside significantly
dnytime soon

Food stamp participation
since 1980 has grown the
tastest among workers with
some college training. a
s1gn that the satety net has
stretched further to covel

Amenca’s former middle
class. accor imw (O an
analysis of government data
[O] IhL \ﬂkmhtlui Press I’“.
economists at the Univer
sity of Kentucky. Formally
called Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance, or SNAP.
the program now covers |

/ Amencans

['he iindings coincide
with the latest economic
data showing workers
wages and salanes growing
at the lowest rate relative
to corporate profits in U.S
hl‘nh‘?f}-

President Barack
Obama s State of the Union
address Tuesday might 15
expected to focus n part on
reducing income nequal-
ity. such as by raising the
tederal mimimum wage
Congress, meanwhile,

s debating cuts to food
stamps. with Republicans
including House Majonty
leader Enc Cantor, R-Va..
wanting a $4 billion-a-year
reduction to an anti-poverty
program that they said
promotes dependency and
abuse

Economists said having
a Job may no longer be
enough for self-suthciency
In today 's economy.

“A low-wage job supple-
mented with food stamps
1S becoming more common
tor the working poor,” said
Timothy Smeeding, an
economics professor at the
University of Wisconsin-
Madison who specializes 1n
income inequality. “Many
of the U.S. jobs now being
created are low- or mini-
mum-wage — part-time or
in areas such as retail or fast
food — which means food
stamp use will stay high
for some time, even after
unemployment improves.

The newer food stamp
recipients include Maggie
Barcellano, 25, of Austin.
A high school graduate,
she enrolled in college but
didn’ complete her nursing
degree after she could no
longer afford the tuition.

Hoping to boost her cre-
dentials, she went through
emergency medical techni-
cian training with the Army
National Guard last year
but was unable to find work
as a paramedic because of
the additional certification
and fees required. Barcel-
lano, now the mother of a

3-year-old daughter, finally
took a job as a home health
aide, working six days a
week at $10 an hour. Strug-
gling with the low income.
she recently applied for
food stamps with the help
of the nonprofit Any Baby
Can, to help save up tor
paramedic training.

“It’s devastating.
Barcellano said. “When |
left tor the Army | was so
motivated, thinking 1 was
creating a situation where
| could give my daughter
what | know she deserves
But when | came back and
basically found myselt n
the same situation. 1t was
like 1t was all for naught.

Since 2009, more than 50
pL‘I'L’L'[]I of U.S. households
receiving food stamps have
been adults ages 18 1o 3Y.
according to the Census
Bureau s Current Popula
tion Survey. | he food
stamp program defines non
elderly adults as anyone
vounger than 60)

As recently as 199X
the working-age share ol
tood stamp households
was at a low ot 44 percent.
betore the dot-com bust and
HlthL'L{UL‘”[ [TCCCSSNIONS 1
2001 and 2007/ I"U*-h:_‘m] NCW
enrollees into the program.
according to the analysis
by James Zihak. directos

{ the Center tor Poverty
Research at the University
of Kentucky

By education. aboult

¥ percent of tood stamp
households are headed ?"}.
a person with at least some

e = = = ——y
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college training, up from
8 percent 1in 1980. Among
those with tnur—}mr L‘U“L‘gtj
degrees, the share rose from
3 percent to 7 percent. High
school graduates head the
bulk of tood stamp house-
huhln at 37 percent, up from
28 percent. In contrast, food
stamp households headed
by a high school dropout
have dropped by more than
half. to 28 percent

The shifts in tood stamp
participation come amid
broader L'ihll’l}__’L‘H to the
cconomy such as automa-
tion. globalization and
outsourcing. which have
polanized the job market.
Many good-paying jobs 1n
areas such as manufacturing
have disappeared. shrinking
the Amerncan middle class
and bumping people with
higher levels of education
Into lower-wage work

An analysis Zihiak con
ducted tor the AP tinds that
stagnant wages and income
inequality play an increas
1Y role 1n the growth ot

tood stamp rolls
I.me:a;* INto account
chan JIng ::1‘!i~. structure

higher unemployment
and POLICY expansions 1o
the food SMAIMP Prograir.
Lhe ‘IHa.il:'s o1s showed that
stagnant wages and income
inequality L_\p‘ aned Just
3.5 percent of the change 1n
tood stamp enrollment trom
|9OR0 to 201 1. But trom
2000 to 201 1. wages and
inequahity accounted tor 13
percent ol the 1ncrease
Several economists said

ArtQuest

L L.ASSESNS T

432-682-2469
rfQuest! X com

To Go Orders
Call or Order

Online
607 N.
Colorado

432-687-5096

TALL & BIG MEN S STORE

I\'lr!rLL I *‘ ‘-

423 North Grant Avenue - Downtown Odesso
iimstallandbigshop.com - (432) 333-1071

FOR DORMANT TREE
OIL APPLICATIONS

e W, § e & g ey e oy L  F T T e — S . 8

CHICAGO
Brutal cold returns to Midwest for extended stay

food stamp rolls are likely
to remain elevated for some
time. Historically. there
has been a lag before an
improving unemployment
rate leads to a substantial
decline 1n food stamp rolls:
the Congressional Budget
Oftice has projected it
could take 10 years.

“We do not expect 1n-
come 1nequality stabilizing
or declining 1n the absence

An unusual weather pattern dnving bitterly cold air
from the Arctic Circle south across a huge swath of the
Midwest 1s expected to send temperatures plummeting to-
day from Minneapolis to Louisville, Ky.. the latest punch
from a winter that 1s 1n some areas shaping up as one of
the coldest on record.

Temperatures will remain in the grips of the deep freeze
for 22 days, said meteorologist Mike Hudson, of the Na-
tional Weather Service 1in Kansas City, Mo. It will be simui-
| lar to what happened earlier this month when temperatures
of real wage growth or a dropped quickly and stayed low for days when a piece of
significant reduction in the polar vortex — winds that circulate around the North
LJI]L'IHP)H} ment and under- Pole “broke off and moved south.” Hudson said.
employment problems. In cities where temperatures reached the 40s, 50s and
said Ishwar Khatiwada. an even higher Sunday, people will wake up today to tem-
economist for the Center peratures ranging from the teens to well below zero. And
tor Labor Market Studies with the wind chill. cities throughout the Midwest will
at Northeastern University feel tar colder than the minus 4 that Hudson said was ex-
who reviewed the Labor pected 1n Barrow. Alaska. the nation s northernmost city.
and Commerce depart- The weather service said city after city will face wind
ments wage data chills well below zero Monday: minus 43 in Minneapolis,

Full- and part-time work- | minus 23 in both Milwaukee and Chicago. minus 14 in

ers C!H}"‘]“}Ud }L-L”'-rnund K ansas ("]1:.,‘ minus 10 in St. Louis and minus 3 1n Louis-
saw the fastest growth in ville.

food stamp participation
since 1980, making up 17/
percent and / percent of
households. respectively

Ofhice Suite for Rent

3162 sq. ft., 6 offices plus kitchen, 11th floor

Wall Towers West

$4216 monthly/3 year term
Parking Included

Call 683-1824

Happy New Year!
Resolved to spruce up

your home?
Let Accent Granite help.

Showroom & Indoor Slab Gallery
! Basin’s Largest Selection of Exotic Stone

' Monday-Friday 9AM-5PM - Saturday 9AM-12PM
4309 SCR 1290 (Coors Road) 79765
(432) 563-8004 - accentgranitemidiand.com
Locally Owned & Operated
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LANDSCAPING

“Serving West Texas Since 1981

L andscape & Water Features that Conserve Water, I 685'3521

Outdoor Rooms, Low Voltage Lighting Systems | www.franklinfoliage.com

Each year, there are more than 40,000 toilet related injuries in
the United States.

Every day, the average person swallows about a quart of mucous.

~

According to the U.S. Council of Environmental Quality,
“Cancer risk among people using chlorinated water 1s as much
as 93% higher than among those whose water does not contain
chlorne.”

“Up to two-thirds of the harmful effects of chlorine are
due to inhalation and skin absorption while showering.”- The
American Journal Of Public Health.

When chlorine 1s added to our water, it combines with other
natural compounds to form trihalomethanes (chlonnation
byproducts), or THMs. These chlorne
byproducts trigger the production of
free radicals in the body. causing cell
damage, and are hlghI} carcinogenic.
Chlorine is also suspected of contrib-
uting to hardening of the artenes, the
primary cause of heart disease.

Chlorine damages your skin and hair by killing cells and attacking the
oils that retain moisture.

Chlorine-free showers and baths will leave your skin softer and more
hydrated.

Your hair will be silky smooth and hair color will last longer.

Our Healthy Water System removes Chlorine and other
harmful chemicals in your city water! Call us today!

Good Technologies <<

Healthly Water Systems
Call for FREE estimate: 432-699-2312

www.GoodTechnologies.Biz

Buy A Filter or Be A Filter.

As Seen On Dr. Oz
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TODAY IN
MIDLAND

Meetings today

County commissioners
9am.
Midiand County Courthouse
awxhiary courtroom.
500 N. Loraine St.

Midland Housing Authority
Commission

11.45am.

Conference Room, Midland Hous-
ing Authonty

700 W. Scharbauer Drive

A

Social media

What: ABCs of marketing

Workshop schedule: noon-1:30
p.m. and 3-4:30 p.m.-Juesday; 8:30-
10:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Wednesday.

Location: Sleep Inn & Suites,
5612 Deauville Bivd.

Fee: Free with pre-registration or
$20 at the door.

To register: Contact Sandy
Moore at 687-8814 or smoore @mrt.

Co-sponsors: Chamber of Com-
merce and the Reporter-Telegram.

Club moetlngb today

B Midland Amateur Radio Club,
7:30 p.m., clubhouse, Loop 250 and
Lamesa Road; 561-9729. .

M Tall City VFW Post 7208, 1303
E. Taylor St., bingo games 7 p.m.

What’s on the radio

News talk

KCRS (AM 550)

6-9 a.m. The Moming Drive with
Robert Hallmark and Kurt Verie

9-11 a.m. Lynn Woolley

11 a.m.-2 p.m. Rush Limbaugh

2-5 p.m. Dave Ramsey

5-6 p.m. Local news reports

6-9 p.m. Roger Hedgecock

g-midnight Hugh Hewitt

Midnight-6 a.m. Coast to Coast
with George Noory

Web: http://www . newstalkkcrs
com

KWEL (AM 1070, FM 107 1)

6-10 a.m. Moming Show with
Craig Anderson

10 a.m.-noon, Herman Cain

Noon-2 p.m. Glenn Beck

2-5 p.m. Sean Hannity

5-7 p.m. Jason Moore

Web: http://www kwel com

Sport talk

KMND (AM 1510)

6-9 am. Mike and Mike in the
Morning

9 a.m.-noon The Herd with Colin
Cowherd

Noon-3 p.m. The Dan Patnck
Show

Other options

Contemporary Chnstian: KFRI
(FM 88.7), KLVW (FM 90 5)

NPR: KOCV (FM 91.3)

How to submit

B Births: Have information and a
picture about a newbom son, daugh-
ter, grandson or granddaughter you
want in the paper? Call Managing
Editor Mary Dearen at 687-8852

B Engagement, wedding an-
niversary or quinceanera announce-
ments: emall write-up and pnhoto
l0 weddings @ mrt.com. For more
nformation, call 682-6222

B Education news: email informa-
tion.and photo to Mary Dearen at
mdearen @ mrt.com or Meredith
Monak at mmonak @ mrt.com. For
more information, call 68/-8852

B Religion news. email informa-
hon and photo to Features Editor
Megan Buck at mbuck @ mrt.com. For
more information, call 687-8871

B Items for “Names & Faces.” a
roundup of community and society
events. email information and photo
to Managing Editor Mary Dearen at
mdearen @ mrt.com or Edtor Stewan
Doreen at sdoreen@ mrt com. For
more information, call 687-8852

B For “Have You Heard" cal
Manlyn Harnson at 682-3080 or
685-1823 or email information to
texachem @ clearwire net. Photos
aisSO can be submitted. email photos
0 mdearen @mrt com

B Business and oil industry news
contact Oil Editor Mella McEwen at
687-8860 or mmcewen@mrt com

B items of local interest: contact
cditor Stewart Doreen at 687-8856 or
sdoreen @ mrt.com

B Letters to the editor emal
to letters @ mrt.com or mail to 201
E Whnois Ave . 79701 For more
nformation call 687-8852

How sick are you?

Midiand Memonal Hospital has
partnered with Medical Center
Hosprtal in Odessa on the telephone
nurse tnage program “68-NURSE,™ in
oroer to bnng the service to the entire
Permian Basin

The program s designed to help
people determine whether or not their
health situaton warrants a tnp to the
emergency room. Midiand residents
can call the ine by dialing 686-8/73

The program is free and available
24 hours a day-363 days a year. Lo-
cal nurses are available to help you
determine the best place 1o receive
care for your situation. 68-NURSE
can help you save time and money
Dy directing you fo the most appropn-
ate healthcare option, whether it's
a neighborhood clinic, urgent care
center, emergency room... or just
staying home.

Today in history

Today is Monday, Jan. 27, the
27th day of 2014. There are 338 days
left in the year

Today’s highlight:

On Jan. 27, 1944, during World
War ll, the Soviet Union announced
the end of the deadly German siege
of Leningrad, which had lasted for
more than two years.

On this date:

In 1945, Soviet troops liberated
the Nazi concentration camps Aus-
chwitz and Birkenau in Poland. -

' Associated Press

'r

El Paso Times

FORT BLISS — Nearly
five years ago, Sgt. Ma).
Jerry W. Hochstedler’s life
changed forever when he
was severely wounded in
combat in Afghanistan.

But Hochstedler, still on
active duty as the opera-
tions sergeant major with
Joint Task Force North at
Fort Bliss, refuses to be
stopped by the injuries he
suffered on May 19, 2009.

Hochstedler, a career
Special Forces noncom- -
missioned officer, got into
a standoff with a sniper
that day and got shot in his
arm in Marjah, Helmand
Province. Since then, he’s
had to have 28 surgeries
on the arm and only has
about 30 percent use 1n 1t,
he said.

“I'd been going toe to
toe with a sniper for about
six hours,” Hochstedler
told the El Paso Times.
“We finally saw each other
and he got me before I got
him. He basically shot my
arm off.”

The bullet shattered two
bones in his arm, severed
an artery and a nerve and
lacerated all the muscles
on the bottom side of the
arm, said Hochstedler, a
53-year-old Aspen Valley,
Colo., native.

He got a nerve graft-
transplant which gave him
better mobility in the arm
but has left him 1n constant
pain, he said. He refuses to
take any painkillers after
getting addicted to pain
and nerve medicines earlier
In his recovery process, he
said.

Hochstedler has always
been an avid bicyclist, but
he has rededicated himselt
to the sport since getting
wounded. He cycles at
east 250 miles a week and
hopes one day to qualify
tor the Paralympics. an
Olympic games for athletes
with disabilities.

Bicycling keeps him
going and has served as
a source of solace as he's
dealt with his injured arm.
he said.

“It's one of those deals:
|'m not any better than
anyone else just ‘cause I'm
Special Forces.  he said.
“I"'m just different. You
just don’t quit.”

While he was recover-
ing at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center i1n Wash-
ington, D.C., he watched
a double-amputee Marine
Corps sergeant major give
up on his recovery and end
up dying. he said.

“It's one of the most
(ragic Ihlngh | ve evel
seen. Hochstedler said. ~|

PENNSYLVANIA
Russian teen sets
off mini-bombs

ALTOONA — The
roommate of a Penn
State student from Rus
s1a charged with building
a suspected bomb 1n his
bedroom said the |8-year-
old recently set oft three
“mini-bombs  just outside

FINANCE

From 1A

That became the ratio-
nale for the state’s contro-
versial top 10 percent rule,
which requires schools like
the University of Texas at
Austin and lexas A&M
University to give prefer-
ence to the top perform-
ers in every ITexas high
school’s graduating class.
The logic behind 1t 1s tight:
[f the state argues — and

1t does — that the school

districts across Texas are
substantially equal and
adequate, then 1t follows
that their graduates are

' adequately and equally

prepared for the state’s col-
leges. The colleges ought

' to admit them. no matter

which high school awarded
their diplomas.

Reality is somewhat
messier: The students are
not getting the same prepa-
ration for college in all of
the state’s schools. Just
ask the colleges. But the
state cannot concede the
argument without forfeit-
ing its argument in school
finance cases like the one
that rcstaned' this week in

Associated Press

Sgt. Maj. Jerry W. Hochstedler poses with his bicycle at Fort Bliss
on Jan. 14. Hochstedler has always been an avid bicyclist, but he
has rededicated himself to the sport since getting wounded. He
cycles at least 250 miles a week and hopes one day to qualify for
the Paralympics, an Olympic games for athletes with disabilities.

can’t talk about it without
getting emotional.”

Hochstedler said he's
gotten lots of help both
through a special Care
Coalition program of-
fered through U.S. Special
Operations Command 1n
Tampa, Fla.. and through
programs at Fort Bliss.
This help has included go-
Ing to counseling.

“We all have a coping
mechanism that we need
to discover,” Hochstedler
said. “Mine happens to be
bicycling. You just have to
figure out what 1t 1s.

“I've seen guys killed.
guys blown up, Hochst-
edler added. "I've seen all
that stuft. There are people
out there who can help.
You just have to go ask for
it.”" Hochstedler was also
an avid woodworker and
has a woodworking shop
at his home 1n Fayette-
ville, N.C. outside ot For
Bragg. that would be the
envy of many professional
furniture makers, he said.
Because of his injunies. he
can't work with wood the
way he once did, but has
substituted hiL‘}L‘]iﬂ}_.! N 1ts
place.

“Not being able to work
with wood just kills me.”
he said. “"Being able to
ride the bicycle keeps me
going.

His motto of never giv-
Ing up has served him well.

FROM WIRE REPORTS

their apartment

Andrew Lett told the
Altoona Mirror that he had
advised Viadislav Miftak-
hov to get nd of the bomb-
making matenals. He
called Miftakhov a “"dumb™
and “crazy kid who was
bored and impulsive. but
not dangerous.

“He was oft the wall.”
Lett told the Mirror

Mitftakhov, a student at

Austin.

Schools are expensive.
Lawmakers from both
parties were elected by
price-sensitive voters who
responded enthusiastically
to antitax pledges. And
the only times lawmakers
have been willing to spend
more on schools — or to
allow local school districts
to spend more on schools
— 1s when the courts have
told them to do so.

Periodically, the public
schools or their constitu-
ents become so frustrated
with the state’s funding
mechanisms that they ask
the courts to intervene.
And the Legislature, when
faced with episodic judicial
rulings that the money ma-
chine is busted, responds
with fixes that either raise
state funding, allow higher
local taxes or some combi-

- nation of those things.

On one end of the see-
saw: no new taxes. On the
other: public education.

That may sound cyni-
cal, but it has worked that
way for years. Lawmakers
change the formulas for
school finance whenever

he said. He didn’t get 1t
through any Army training
he has received over the
years. Instead, that tough-
ness and perseverance was
instilled 1in him through
his parents — John C. and
Dorothy A. Hochstedler,
who grew up during and
survived the Great Depres-
ston. His parents now live
in Nebraska.

Brig. Gen. Jon S. Lehr.
commander of Joint Task
Force North, said he s
impressed by how Hochst-
edler approaches his mili-
tary job and his recovery
from his injunes.

“Sgt. Maj. Hochstedler
1S a proven leader who
has proudly served with
our nation's elite Special
Forces throughout his
military career, including
multiple combat deploy-
ments. Lehr said. "His
unyielding commitment
to mission accomplish-
ment. devotion to duty and
professionalism 1s matched
only by his untining eftorts
to recover from his combalt
wounds. He clearly serves
as a stellar cmmplc tor all
our soldiers, satlors. air-
men and Marnnes.

Joint Task Force North
provides Department of
Detense support o law
enforcement 1n anti-drug
ettorts

NATIONBRIEF

Penn State s satellite cam-
pus 1n Altoona. was 1n jail
Sunday after being arrested
Friday and charged with
possessing a weapon ol
mass destruction. nisking
a catastrophe and several
other drug and weapons
counts, according to court
records. | he records

did not hst a lawyer tor
Miftakhov. who was being
held on $500.000 bail.

the courts tell them things
have veered outside the
margins described in the
state Constitution. This
time, the argument 1s that
the schools do not have the
means to meet the state’s
standards. The state gives
them some money and
leaves them to raise most
of their budgets with local
property taxes. The dis-
tricts can charge whatever
they want, below a state-
set maximum. If they max
out the tax rates and still
need money, they argue
that the state has imposed
their property tax rates,
violating the state consti-
tutional ban on a statewide
property tax.

If the courts buy that
— appeals will certainly
follow the current district
court’s ruling — it will fall
to the Legislature to fix it
again. Most previous fixes
lasted for.a decade or two
before the system once
again went out of whack
and the courts intervened.

It is not particularly el-
egant, but that is not news.

L Lok R O
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smeeze

Associated Press

BETHESDA, Md. —
Forget being sneezed on:
Government scientists are
deliberately giving dozens
of volunteers the flu by
squirting the live virus
straight up their noses.

It may sound bizarre, but
the rare type of research is
a step in the quest for bet-

ter flu vaccines. It turns out

that how the body fends off
influenza remains some-
thing of a.mystery.
“Vaccines are working,
but we-could do better,”
said Dr. Matthew Memoli
of the National Institutes of
Health, who 1s leading the
study that aims to infect up

‘to 100 adults over the next

year.

Wait a minute: Flu 1s
sweeping the country, so
why not just study the al-
ready sick? That wouldn't
let scientists measure how
the immune system reacts
through each step of infec-
tion, starting with that first
exposure to the virus.

[t's not an experiment
to be taken lightly. After
all, the flu kills thousands
of Americans a year. For
safety, Memoli chose a
dose that produces mild
to moderate symptoms —
and accepts only volun-
teers who are healthy and
no older than 50.

And to avoid spreading
the germs, participants
must spend at least nine
days quarantined inside
a special 1solation ward
at the NIH hospital, their
health closely monitored.

' They're not released until

nasal tests prove they re no
longer contagious.

The incentive: About
$3.000 to compensate for
their time.

“I received a very scold-
ing email from my mother
about signing up, Daniel
Bennett, 26, said with a
grin.

“Their standards are so
high, I don't believe |' m
in danger.” added Bennett.
a restaurant worker from
("H“L‘gc‘ Park. Md. "l dont
get sick that often.

A masked and gloved
Memoli had Bennett lie Hat
for about a minute.

"It will taste salty. Some
will dnp down the back of
your throat,” Memol said,
before squeezing a syringe
filled with millions of mi-
Croscopic virus particles.,
floating 1n salt water. into
cach nostnl

Sure enough. a few days
later Bennett had the runny
nose and achiness of mild
Hu

1 he best detense dg;ilthl
influenza 1s a vearly
vaccine, but it s tar from
perfect. In tact, the vaccine
1S least eftective n [‘*L‘H[“*!L‘

JdEC 65 and older the

for science

FELONYARRESTS

FROM STAFF REPORIS

probably because
stem weakens

g

immune sy
with age.

more vulnerable elderly
are missing, clues to help
develop more protective
vaccines for everyone,
Memoli explained.
Here’s the issue: The
vaccine is designed to raise

‘people’s levels of a particu-

lar flu-fighting antibody. It
targets a protein that acts
like the virus’ coat, called
hemagglutinin — the “H”
in HINI, the strain that
caused the 2009 pandemic
and that is causing the
most illness so far this
winter, too.

But it’s not clear what
antibody level is best to
aim for — or whether a
certain amount means
you're protected against
getting sick at all, or that
you'd get a mild case 1n-
stead of a severe one.

“As mind-boggling as
it is, we don’t know the
answer to that,” said Dr.
Anthony Fauci, chief of
NIH’s National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases. “We made some
assumptions that we knew
everything about flu.”

Just targeting hemag-
glutinin probably 1sn't
enough, Memoli added.
Already, some people in
his study didn’t get sick,
despite remarkably low
antibody levels, meaning
something else must be
protecting them.

Could 1t be antibodies
against the "N 1n flu’s
name, the neuraminidase
protein? Specific T cells
that are activated to fight
infection? Genes that
switch on and ott when a
virus invades’’

To begin finding out,
Memoli first developed a
laboratory-grown copy of
the HIN1 flu strain and
sprayed different amounts
into volunteers™ noses until
he found the rnight dose to
trigger mild flu. He hopes
eventually to test the harsh-
er H3N2 strain, too.

Now he’s infecting two
groups — people with low
antibody levels and those
with high levels. Some
were recently vaccinated.
and some weren't. He'll
compare how sick they get.
how long they re conta-
gious and how the immune
system jumps 1nto action.

Called a human chal-
lenge study. this kind
of research hasn 't been
performed with flu viruses
in the U.S. for more than
a decade. betore scientists
had ways as sophisticated
10 measure what happens.

Billy G. Arredondo, 33, of Midland, was charged Saturday
with possession of a prohibited substance in a corrections facility
Jordan M. Childress, 22, (no place of residence listed), was

charged Saturday with tampering with or fabrcating physical

evidence and fugitive from justice

Mary A. Grado, 35, of Midland, was charged Saturday with
criminal mischief between $1,500 and $20,000

Dlijawon McMaryion, 18, of Midland, was charged Saturday
with evading arrest or detention, failure to appear or bail jumping,

and theft.

Jose Rodriguez, 21, of Midland, was charged Saturday with
evading arrest or detention with a vehicle

Luis A. Sanchez-Macias, 31, of Honzon, was charged Satur-
day with possession of a controlled substance less than 1 gram.

Source: Midland County Sheriff's Office
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West Texas, proving their
feasibility for travel, and
opening a new and shorter
road west. Marcy's trail
from Dona Ana, N.M., to
Fort Smith, Ark., became a
major road to the Califor-
nia gold fields. Later the
overland stage followed
it for about 125 miles and
in 1881, Texas and Pacific
Railroad built along part of
the route.”

While there are certainly
a number of significant
points of progress that
made Midland what it is
today, Marcy’s stop here
was the first vital piece
of history relevant to the
future of Midland recorded
in those early days. Had
Marcy never stopped here,
one wonders when, where
and maybe even if the town
would have been settled.

Upon his visit, Marcy

uttered a quote now some-
what famous to West Texas
histonans: “The Great
Creator of the universe has
made this the perfect place
for the railroad. We will
not have to build a single
tunnel.”

He 1s somewhat lesser
known for another quote
about where we all live
now: “It is not fit for man
or beast and will forever be
largely uninhabitable.”

One out of two isn’t bad.
Marcy’s disaffection for
the region mattered not in
the history books. But his
observation that the area
is ideal for the railroad 1s
what really matters 165
years later.

Jimmy Patterson’s book,
“A History of Character:
The Story of Midland,
Texas,” is scheduled to be
published this year.
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By Michael Hill
Associated Press

in more than half of U.S.
states, highlighting the
politically potent income
inequality issue this year.

Lawmakers jn at least 30
states are sponsoring or are
expected to introduce wage
hike measures, accord-
ing to a national review
by The Associated Press.
They hope to notch state-
level victories as Presi-
dent Barack Obama and
congressional Democrats
remain stymied in attempts
to raise the federal mini-
mum wage above $7.25
an hour. The president 1s
expected to mention the
minimum wage 1n his
State of the Union address
Tuesday. |

Even 1n Republican-
dominated capitals where
the bills are longshots, the
measures still give Demo-
crats a chance to hammer
home the popular theme
of fair wages in what 1s
an election year in most
places.

“It’s a no-brainer for
any Democrat,” said Neil
Sroka, a strategist for
progressive groups who 1s
communications director at
the Howard Dean-founded
Democracy for America.
“Congress 1s failing. They
can take real action right
In the states and have a
demonstrable impact nght
here at home. For politics
and policy, 1t’s a winning
strategy.

Minimum wage 1s a
perennial 1ssue that has
taken on a higher profile
amid the slowly recovering

economy and growing pub-

lic debate about income
inequality. A Quinnipiac
University poll this month

found 71 percent of Ameri-

cans 1n favor of raising the
minimum wage — 1n-
cluding more than halt of
Republicans polled.

Michael Sargeant.
executive director of the
Democratic Legislative
Campaign Commuttee.
calls 1t an “organic 1ssue
that’s bubbling up from the
grassroots.” Butit’s also
being pressed by politi-
cians and labor unions
Democrats challenging
Republican governors have
taken up the 1ssue, and
there are ballot initiatives
In several states

BASIN CARE
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Proverbs 10:28

The prospect of the righteous is joy,
but the hopes of the wicked come to
nothing.

= Hawaii: Lawmakers have filed paper-
work on bill to raise the minimum wage.

@ /daho: An effort is underway to geta
minimum wage hike on next November’s
ballot. The initiative would hike the lowest
legal pay in Idaho to $9.80 an hour by

2017.

= lllinois: Democratic Gov. Pat Quinn
wants to raise the rate from $8.25 to at

least $10.

= Indiana: A Democrat-backed bill to
increase Indiana’s minimum wage by $1
was blocked by majority Republicans on

a party-line vote.

a lowa: Bill would hike the minimum
wage from $7.25 an hour up to $10.10.

m Kentucky: Bill would raise the mini-
mum wage from $7.25 to $10.10 an hour

over three years.

m Louisiana: Louisiana’s legislative
session begins in March, and a Demo-
cratic lawmaker has said he intends to

introduce wage legisiation.

“We are facing a huge
income gap that only con-
tinues to widen, where the
workers at the top see large
wage increases, and the
workers at the bottom are
at a standsull. That needs
to change.” said Massachu-
setts Democratic Senate
President Therese Murray.

Five states passed
MINIMUM wage measures
last year, and advocates
hope that number will
grow as states from New
Hampshire to Washington
consider proposals. Many
would push tamilies above
the federal poverty line.
which 1s $15.730 tor a
I;HHH}. of two. In lowa. a
bill would hike the mini-
mum wage from $7.25 an
hour to $10.10. A Rhode
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wm wage bills pushed in at least 30 states

| wage. Additionally,
is a resolution 10 ask voters whether the-
state constitution should change to allow
for a minimum wage greater than the
federal minimum
= South Dakota: measure would
raise the minimum wage from the current
$7.25 an hour to $8.50 an hour beginning
in January 2015. ;
® Tennessee: House Democrats plan
1o introduce a minimum wage bill this

‘wMissouri: Four bills seek o raise the ~ 7° 1 401

minimum wage, either to $8.25, $9, $10 .M:;:ammrﬁ:omsmh'

or $10.25. Advocacy groups also have "orkng P'Wﬂ mmwﬁb s

filed four versions of a proposed baliot ”"'*ﬁ*'""mby :

nmoo seeking 1o raise the minimum l\'::TM:AbImﬂnHt;uumld
Nobrask* a: A group of lawmakers raise minimum wage to $12.50 in

Ptl:hi'mwar'n:ﬁm.ﬂn-;.fmmomuto 2015, while a bill in the Senate would

boost it to $12 per hour in 2016. Both
would adjust it for inflation afterward.

= Virginia: One bill would raise the
wage to $8.50 an hour, another to $8.25.

= Washington: A bill would increase
what is already the highest state mini-
mum wage in the nation to $12 an hour
over the next three years.

s West Virginia: House Democratic
delegates are pushing a $1 increase to
the minimum wage.

= Wisconsin: Bills would raise the gen-
eral minimum wage from $7.25 to $7.60.

& Wyoming: A bill would raise the mini-
mum wage to $9 an hour for non-tipped

employees.

$9 per hour, phased in over three years.

a New Hampshire: Democrats who
control the House are pushing a mini-
mum wage increase.

= New Mexico: A proposed consti-
tutional amendment introduced in the
Senate would automatically increase
the state’s minimum wage each year
to adjust it for inflation. if approved by
lawmakers, the measure would be placed
on the November ballot.

= New York: Bill would accelerate
the state’s scheduled minimum wage
increase to $9 by 2015 and tie it to the
inflation rate.

a Pennsylvania: At least half a dozen
bills would raise the state’s $7.25-an-

hour minimum wage. Source: AP reporting

Island bill would raise 1t
from $8 to $9. And a year
after New York approved a
multiyear minimum wage
hike, Assembly Democrats
introduced another bill for
2014 sponsored by Labor
Committee Chairman Carl
Heastie of New York City
that would accelerate the
INCICdsc.

LLabor unions and other
advocates point to work-
ers like Andrew Lloyd,
who cleans the cabins,
bathrooms and cockpits of
airplanes between flights
at John F. Kennedy Airport

in New York City for $8
an hour. With a wife and
|-year-old, he relies on
food stamps to help stock
the refrigerator, and his
paychecks barely cover
diapers and other needs of
his daughter. He said he
can't afford a new pair of
socks for himself.

“It’s not enough. What
we re making 1s not

that the higher wages
translate into fewer jobs
and higher consumer
costs. So wage hike bills
in Republican-controlled
legislatures, like Flonda
and South Carolina, are
not expected to pass. In
Florida, Gov. Rick Scott
said the claim that work-
ing families need the boost
to make ends meet makes
enough to support,” Lloyd him “crninge, because |
said. ““There’s just no way know that statement 1s a
they can justify what 1s go-  lie.”
Ing on 1s right.” “Even 1f we did raise the
Opponents, many of minimum wage, working
them Republicans, argue families will still not be
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able to make ends meet
on those jobs,” Scott said.
“We need good jobs that
lead to good careers for
our families, and that’s
what | am focused on.”

Already, a Democrat-
backed bill to increase
Indiana’s minimum wage
by $1 was blocked by
majonty Republicans on a
party-line vote Tuesday.

Win or lose, the legisla-
tion gives Democrats a
potential weapon against
Republican opponents.
Eddie Vale, a Democratic
strategist with close ties to
labor unions, said Re-
publicans who oppose a
wage hike will face fierce
criticism.

“There’s a loi of people
In this state that are mak-
ing the minimum wage that
are voting Republican right
now,” said House Demo-
cratic Caucus Chairman
Mike Turner of Tennessee,
where they plan to intro-
duce a minimum wage bill
this year. “Maybe if they
see that they don’t have
their best interests 1n their
heart, they might change
their minds.”

There’s hope that suc-

cess will breed more suc-

~ cess. Vale, a top adviser at

the Democratic super PAC
American Brnidge, said the
thinking behind the push
1S to get things started

at the state level, where
lawmakers come 1nto more
direct contact with their
constituents. Once state
legislatures start moving. i
will lend momentum to a
federal expansion.

In Minnesota. Rep. Ryan
Winkler said as the debate
spreads to more states.
lawmakers might be more
comfortable boosting the
wage floor 1n his state

“It’s not peer pressure.
but 1t s safety in numbers.
Winkler said. It makes
people teel like this 1s a

mainstream thing to do.
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B For the intellectual Obama,
every question requires a sermon.

Whether that’s good for govern-
ment remains to be seen

here have always been two, not en-

tirely consistent, elements of Barack

Obama’s powerful political appeal:
his aspirational ambition and his personal
sense of complexity and limits.

The aspirational — the promise of tran-
scending our national divisions, resetting
our relations with Russia and the Muslim
world, slowing the rise of the oceans and
healing the planet — is behind us. In a
recent, remarkable interview with David
Remnick of The New Yorker, Obama ad-
mits as much. Assuming the role of politi-
cal commentator, the president talks of be-
ing overexposed “after six, seven years of
me being on the 'national stage™ and asks,
“Is there somebody else out there who can
give |people] that spark of inspiration or
excitement?” Perhaps someone else 1s the
change we have been waiting for.

But it is exactly this objectivity — this
ability to emotionally distance himself
from, well, himself — that impresses
many journalists and commentators. Rem-
nick calls it the “archetypal Obama habat
of mind and politics, the calm, professo-
rial immersion in complexity.” Like many
before him, Remnick 1s impressed with

eventual party nominee.

party. We don't see 1t.

thinking

audience.

S1S programs

Midland
Reporter-
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OUR VIEW

Hard to get excited
about the new GOP
primary process

epublicans got some good news last week. Their party s
presidential selection process has been shortened. In theory,
that will limit the damage tor other GOP snupers on the

Republicans in Texas got some bad news last week, Their party s
presidential process 1s still hormbly tlawed as lowa, New Hamp-
shire, South Carolina and Nevada were given placing assuring their
states’ unneeded influence on the process.

We have written betore that Texas and the Southwest deserve
a more prominent place at the table. Our state and region aren't
insignificant in Republican pnnmary politics, and while RNC chair-
man Reince Preibus declared Friday to be a “historit day for our

lowa and New Hampshire are king-making states and hardly
represent the electorates that the party needs to get nght for future
success. Border 1ssues are real. Energy i1ssues should be talked
about, and bowing down to ethanol industry doesn t count.

New Hampshire might have the “first in the nation™ primary.
but 1t 1s confusing to us that Republicans allow a state with a
smaller population than at least three major Texas metropolitan
areas to have its primary before Texas. We also are not sure how
New Hampshire. 90 percent white and 3 percent Hispanic accord-
ing to the U.S. Census. provides the party an exercise in diverse

We can go on. Basically we believe 1f the GOP wants to show
it’s the party of the 21st century, then 1t must not revert to a
primary playbook that 1s outdated and out of touch with the new
America. And 1t s not just about lexas having a greater influence:
1t's making sure the process matters. The process should dehiver
a higher-quality candidate than what we have seen recently. and
one that has been picked by a greater representation ot Ameri
cans. Whether because of region or race, the changes made this
past week to shorten that time Span might prevent candidates
from beating up each other. but they leave the us wondering
who's the Republican Party trying to appeal to and who 1s 1ts

The all-important Rust Belt i1sn't a big player. Neither is the
Southwest. The major battleground states are pushed to the back
seat and the most populated states are left hoping their number
will be called. How does this help the party again” Well. because
It reduces the number of debates to limit those who are most
dangerous — the pohticians with hittle substance but armed with
one-liners that will push them to victory in the post-game analy

Does 1t provide Republicans the best chance selecting a conser-
vative who can win in November! Not in our view

Telegram

A Hearst Corporation newspaper

MICHAEL
(GERSON

Washington Post
Writers Group

Obama’s “philosophical ambivalences™
and his ability to “nimbly” argue the other
side of debates. .

Obama seems ympressed with these
traits as well. In the course of the inter-
view, he states: “I'm not a punist.” And:
“I'm pretty pragmatic.” And: “I'm not a
particularly 1deological person.” And: “I1
do think one of my strengths is tempera-
ment. I am comfortable with complex-
ity.”” On marijuana legalization, Obama
convincingly argues for every possible
side of the 1ssue. On parenting, he favors
both open-mindedness and structure. On
federalism, he sees virtues and drawbacks.
On pro football, he 1s a big fan but would
not allow his son to play. Every question
1S an opportunity for a seminar.

‘| have to admit — like many people in
the business of producing and distribut-
ing symbolic knowledge — that I love
seminars. wWriters, commentators, journal-
1sts and historians have often chosen their
profession because they never wanted

their late-night dorm room discussions to
end. Those who write about politics have
a natural affinity for President Obama’s
mode of discourse. This is not so much an
ideological bias — though that can play

a part — but a kinship. of intellectual ap-
proach and style. Just as Middle America
found Richard Nixon to be “one of us,”
America’s knowledge class knows that
Obama is very much like them.

Remnick’s portrait of Obama typi-
cally leaves out the less attractive side of
the academic persona — the tendency to
view opponents as rubes and knaves. Few
presidents have more consistently or ag-
gressively questioned the motives of their
political rivals. None, to my knowledge,
used an inaugural address the way Obama
used his second -- to accuse his opponents
of mistaking “absolutism for principle”
and treating “name-calling as reasoned
debate,” and wanting the twilight years
of seniors “spent 1n poverty’ and ensur-
ing that parents of disabled children have
“nowhere to turn,” and reserving freedom
“for the lucky.” Those outside the seminar
aren’t treated quite as well.

But even judged on the terms of Rem-
nick’s praise, Obama is in deep, second-
term trouble. The president who embraces
complexity 1s now besieged by complexity
on every front. The American health care
system has not responded as planned to
the joystick manipulations of the Atford-
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Is the president too complex for our own good?

able Care Act. On the evidence of the
article, Obama and his closest advisers
are in denial about the structural failures
of the program — the stingy coverage,
narrow provider networks, high deduct-
ibles and adverse selection spirals already
underway in several states.

And complexity is not a sufficient word
to describe the chaos in the Middle East.
Here Remnick raises questions about the
utiljty of ambivalence in Obama’s ap-
proach to Synia. In the article, the president
recounts the careful, systematic study that
preceded inaction, as more than 100,000
people died and American-affiliated groups
were crushed. “We have looked at this from
every angle,” he insists.

In fact, at the outset of the struggle,
Obama declared that Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad must go without having
a plan to make him go. Then the Obama
administration announced it would supply
arms to the rebels, which never material-
1zed on a serious scale. This 1s a case
where disengagement has undermined
national credibility and betrayed friends.
Obama is likely to spend a portion of his
post-presidency defending his studied
inaction in the face of mass atrocities.

The largest question raised by the Rem-
nick article goes unasked: Is the intellec-
tual style that journalists find so amenable
actually an effective governing strategy”’
The answer, 1t turns out, 1s complex.

that script

the kitchen
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Opimons, columns, letters and
cartoons reflect the author's or
artist's views and not necessarnly
the view of the Reporter-Telegram
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most of them Latino -
born Latinos. In Mancopa County. which includes
Phoenix. Shentt Joe Arpaio sent deputies to rard
tast-tood joints because someone heard Spanish in

What happened in Arizona was complicated
But for Carlos Sandoval and Catherine Tambina.
the co-producers and co-directors, 1t s a simple
story of villains and heroes. The villains are three
Republican elected othicials
Brewer. and tormer state Sen
authored the law. The heroes are the immigrants
who fight back by becoming pohtically active and
registering volers.

"They were ready for the ight.” Sandoval told me

Sandoval and Tambini seem earnest. | just wish
the two New York-based filmmakers had done
more investigating, tapped more sources and con-
ducted more research. They needed to get beyond
their liberal politics and think outside the box.
They might have found what I discovered in wnit-
ing about the law since 2010 -- and while working
as a reporter for The Arizona Republic in Phoenix Ne
in the late 1990s: The best part of the immigration
story 1s the complexity.

Where are the interviews with Mexican-Amer-
icans who live along the U.S.-Mexico border in
southern Arnizona and support the law because they
think that drug violence 1s out of control, and that
illegal immigration has to be curtailed?

Where 1s the expose of Arizona Democrats, many
of whom either hid under their desks while the bill

DON'T
WORRY.

HE NEEDS A
COURT ORDER
IF HE WANTS
TO SWALLOW
YOU.

B Immigration perspective comes with
dose of liberal bias

ocumentaries are serious business. and a
new film tor public television about Ari-
zona s regressive immigration law tollows
for the most part

It saves the comedy tor the end. At least | hope
the ending was a joke. Anyone who pays attention
to the immigration debate might laugh out loud

“The State of Anzona
PBS senes “Independent Lens™ on Jan. 2
documents some of what led up to the mean-spu
ited decision by the Arizona Legislature in 2010 to
approve SB 1070, which all but required the ethnic
profiling of Latinos as part of a statewide hunt tor
1ilegal immigrants. Local and state police were
roped into enforcing tederal immigration law

which airs on the

INgto

the W

without hasshing U.S -

ot the

them

:\r}uln, (G;ov. Jan
Russell Pearce. who

them

Both

VOIer

Washingron Post Writers Group

C linton
be macho 1in combating 1llegal immigration
JdUNC

y
%

RUBEN
NAVARRETTE

told organizers that she couldn t support them
S because the Republican was her "boss.” Cozy

| W here 1s the credit tor those Republicans who
nppu_m.‘d the law

from former Gov. Fife Sym-
n and former Attorney General Grant Woods

to the members ot the chambers of commerce who

helpe

d cut oft oxygen to the legislation and paved
d) for the ]L'_'._"ll L |LHHL'H;_*L‘ and the Pearce

1 recall”’
| he results were disastrous. Local cops tound 1t H“li | he | : _ it
ditticult to surgically apprehend illegal immigrants ere 1s the history” Immigration didn { come
: to Arizona by accident. In 1994, President Bill

eager to prove that a Democrat could

hed "Operation Gatekeeper’ to reintorce the
Mexico border near San Diego. and hundreds
usands of illegal immigrants on their way to

Calitorma took a detour through Anzona. Many of

stuck around because employers were hiring

We don 't get that 1n the documentary. We get
come
In response to the law. Latinos voted 1n record
numbers in the 2012 election. And 71 percent of

dy. As the hlm closes. captions explain that.

voted for President Obama. “who campaigned

on immigration reform.” Finally, about these Latino
voters, the captions insist: ““Their show of strength
changed the political landscape. Pushing immagra-
tion reform to the foretfront of the national agenda.”
Cue laughter. Really?
First, immigration reform 1s not on the forefront
of any national agenda. That's a feel-good <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>