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President Promises Gov=|
ernment Will Aid in
Pelicing Texas Border.

Huchinson, Kansas, Sept. 26
Gov. Colguitt of Texas held a (ruug
with Pres. Taft here to- |
frequent de
Tex

as =0 | aver a wide stretch of the !

ference
day relative to the

predations of Mexicans on

Rio C ande, T'he Governor of

the lane Sar State  said jt |
woul e necessary to police
adoquately the border to prowect
Acocvican property, and ask

Federal
aid in the expense of this work.
Here Mr

sovernment would pay the ex

that the Government
Taft promised the

pense of the extra guards.

-..s'h-..-_.. o m..l-lufnhim
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He explained to the President

that v hile nothing of a serious

soture had oecured, minor dep
rodations were frequnentl)
poried, and it was to stop thein
before they became serious that |

he sought Governmental aid.

RACE WAR IN
ARKANGSAS.

o7 L)

Ark. Sept.
White citizens are arming them

Dumas,

selves against the negroes follov«
ing the murder of bhenff Px est

on. A posse of fifty men drove
fourteen negroes from the coun-

ty und others are being routed
intense,
and more killings are expected.

Liverbody's in Daihart
5. Fhis Week But

PP '
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out. Race feeling is

Hiean majority

!
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shown. Smtdr Cart and
| Congress Oamp#) it of the
regulars, meg the l‘i‘ﬁi&nt'
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hlldwm Station, Kin. Sept "‘
Tha warring Republican factions | ‘
of Kansas buried the hachet
day and wa“tod side by side
pay horor to  President
Gov. Stubbs, wgo 8 genemlly,
conceded to belong o the insur-
welcome Mr. Taft’
with the wish that the pM‘tJ

would extend a rousing w |

M

gent faction,

Messrs Mul R
m tlw rvgulurf ) (

-
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convention and 3 I
’ 'y 4 Y
The pl'edim.i(in of Mr. Mulva
ind N Dolley, whe are  close
to the pnllludl condi ions in

fowed close to the he Is of
| deelaration of G\'n .
Missouri to Mg, Taf that that
state weuld instroct s delegat -

i Reosublican  leaders fo

IThere was wuch -nthapm.sm '

tran at Kanseg
morning, while
Senator Bristow show d-
the former at Lawrenca,
where tﬁe President :pe
the stude its of b e ni
Kansas, wid the j
'at Baidwin » .,
spent the day, (o
hi% first real chane
thmg about the'
Lawrence, whep
thim to the sty

‘Warring Factio1s in Sun

HUSBAND SHOT
DOWN BY WIFE.

Patterson .

Wealthy Broker, Kilied
in ljenver Suburb.

—pee e -

Dempr Colo, Sept. Qg',.. 1
Chales AJ' Ratterson, formpeciisd
s ¢ - lawealthy brokie ;nf i
was shotand kn‘zhe‘ge g

m't,r D Ey

by ‘his wife, Mrs!
l:’ntturmn l’

Clbnste~ of fnhdehty, 3

t lw‘m-'ht on a dl}uk‘e ﬁi&
0 oﬁw' narital'tro nbleilﬂ iwen
Taft h the cause.

The shooting o&ureduc
d« and Fast 112th avenua,
_clair. a snburb of Denver.
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Iinternational Fair and
LLand Show at San
Antonio Nov. 3=12

With entries pnungh .ulwnl\
it to fill every department, with
a magnificent of free attractious,
a widway full of wonders, mirth
and musig, good racing cards
and contracts closed with the
Pain’s Fireworks Company for

night displays of the greatest of

is t&ﬁmw malge- the coming
[nternitiona) Fair and Land
Show at Sun Antonio Nov. 3 - 12
the greatest fair ever held in the
southwest.

New attactions are being hook-
each day and each mail  brings

applications for space from new
exhibitors
There may be a dull  minute

from the time the gates
on Nov. 3 until the fire from
Jast rocket dies out on the

g night and the cheap  rates
offered by all roads entering and
leading to Ban Antonio
that all pas: attendance

open
the

means

will be broaken.

Gov. O. B.
ed an invation to formally open
the big fair and exposition on
Nov. 3 and from the time he jelos
es his addrass things will move
at a merry ¢lip on the exposition
grounds.

When the exposition gates
open every department will  be
filled to overflowing with the
best exhibits evee assembled on
a fair grounds and San Antonio
will inungurate the greatest fair
ever held in her history.

’“":—.T—.LT‘,_’— it o -

'HE PIONEER

clos-

records |

Colguitt has accept :
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The Houston Gas Company
will makq improvements on their
will

plant which COSt Approx-

imately one thousand dollars.

e e e e e

The Commissioner’s Court
jof Freestone County will be ask-

ed to call an election for  voting

:‘4“.("“' f|)|' ‘IH‘ Hll])l'ﬂ\"‘m("lt 0" whlch ‘] just heglllnlllg m come

Cpublie roads in that county.
————————

The Texas Commercial Sec¢-
retaries & RBusiness Men's Asso

ciation will hold their
meeting in Dallas, on October 5
m the Anditorinm of the Chamb-
er of Commerce. All matters of
material interest to the develop-
ment of the State will be discuss
e and an interesting and instru-
I« ive program will bhe  carried

out.

ee————————— e

 Cnsr——

The meeting of the farmers
co-operative demonstration work
of the United States Department
of Agricalture for east Texas,

ler 1ast week,

ha e been acce

Niates as standards, was made
and an interesting and instruc-
rive program was carried out.
RIS T RN

The Southern Pacific  Rail-
suggesting
that Neptember 30, be set  aside
as ‘Rice Day"” and asking that

the people of Texas,

the citizens of Texas and Louis-
ann co-of crate in making the
fventure & SuCCess.

-——— ——————

Longview is making street
improvements that will cost ap-
proximat ly sixty thousand doll-
ars.

The White Rock Dam at Dall
as has after
nineteen months of work. 'I‘his!

been  completed

gallon daily water supply.

Texas Industrial News

'pounds making the total
‘uction of the San Angelo country

annual |

e ——— —————
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A two million dollap. bridge
| is to be built across the “Tinnity
river at Fort Worth in the near
future. An ele* for the
pu rpose of voting bonds  will
‘soon be held.

It is estimated by San Ange

lo woo! men that the fall elip

on the market will be 1,500,000
prod-

for 1911, 4,500,000 pounds.

O —
A leal was consummated
last week at Colorado City,

whereii Lane & Pierson of that
plate p 1rchased 1200 cows and
500 cal es from the N. H. ranch
in Crockett County at a price of
$25,00C  The price paid breaks

the high price record of the sea-
son.

e ————————

The North Texas Traction Co.
at Fort Worth, has begun the
operation of cars on the new

: Lugue is planning the construc

|extending to Corpus Christi. A

road has addressed a circular to!

|business men t» Mineral

will give Dallas a twenty mi\lion‘a

Christian University Line.

tion of five hundred miles high-

way, beginning at Laredo and

good road has alreadp been built
from Alice to San Diego.
—————————

The second of tha fall trade
extension trips under the aus-
pices of the Dallas Chamber of
Commerce was taken by Dallas
wells
and Weatherford last week.

e

The city of Austin by a vote
of 6w | has decided to rebuild
the Austin dam. The dam will
cost $1,720,000 and will form a
lake 27 miles long. The dam
will be 65 feet high and is to be
equinped to produce 7,200 horse
power,

e ——

A t'ﬂty five thousand doll-

r opera :ia being built at

Mexia. M
\ :

@
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Dumas Lodge
0. 1009, meets regularly Sat-

urday night on or after the fuil

moon in each month.

W. W. Daugherty, W M.

J. H. Phillips, sec.

M.W.A.--Camp No. 13,734
meets every Tuaesday night
in hall in Phillips building.
Visiting neighbors welcome

W. A Phillips,V.C.

J. V. Mills, Clerk.

EPWORTH LEAGUE-

At the Methodist Chinrehr every
Sunday afternoon at 4 P M.
Rufus E. Ritchie, Pres.
BAPT'STS Pmu'hlng every
2nd and #th Sandays at 11 o
clock A M. and = o'¢lock p. w1,
I.. Newton, Pastor.

Sunday School every Sun-
dav at 3 o'clock ¢ .

Jo W e, Sape,

METHODISTS. preaching

every 1Ist, 3rd and 4th Sun-
days at 11 o’clock A. M, and S
o'clock P. M.
J. T. Howell, Pastor.
Sunday School every Sunday
at 10 o'clock A. M,

1. F. Ward Suapt.

B - o—— - — T T Sup———

J. W. Fox, County Judge.

Jno. D. Burnett,

Sheriff & Tax Col.
Johnnie Mills, Deputy,

F. S. Makeig. Clerk,
G. E. Garrett, Assosso -
S. W. Aathony, Treasurer.

COMMISSIONERS.

J. F. Ward, Precinet xo. |
W. F. Bennett, Precinet N©, 2
W. W. Daugherty, Pre. xo. 3
I. Cummings, Preciuct No. 4
Commissioner’s
meets 2nd Monday' Feb.,
Aug. and Nov,

Dist. Court meets 4th Mou
day Jan.and July. How. D H.
Hill Dist. Judge.

County Unmt meets  IJrd
Monday Feb.. May. Aug & Nov.

Conrt

May,

Justice Court meets 1st
Monday of each month. 'Hon.
Sam Hardwick, J. of P. Prec.No 1

Hon. H. O. Jackson, J. of
P. Pree, No. 3




PROFESSIONAL
CARDS

F. G. STEADMAN
of Dalhart. Wants Your

Jewelery Repair Tra fe,

Will pay return charges.

Dr. J. W,
Physician and
Offic:  Dumas Drug Company.

Since Jan. lst my Charges Will be
Same as Adopted by the Medieal Proffesion
of this part of the State.

NO MORE NO LESS—

Iixperienced Well Driller. Al
work tiirst class and guaranteed.

See or write
-A. L. Anderson.

HALE,
Surgeon

BRAND DIRECTORY

0. BE. 0B ER
Dealer in
STEER CATTLE.

BUD BENNETT

Dealer in Hereford Cattle

STRATFORD,

H. A. Beauchamp

Also brands flying V on
left side.

Dumas - - Texas

TEXAS,

Sheriff’s Sale.

Texas)

State of
County of Moore.)

In the District Court
Moore County, Texas. An-
drew J. Redmond, Plaintiff, v
Alex. C. Allen, will H. Walbrant

Defendant:
Whereas, by virtue of an or-

der of sale issued out of the Dis-
trict Court of Moore Couaty,
Texas, on a judgement rendered
in said Court on the 25th day of
July, 1911, in favor of the said

the said Alexander C. Alen and
Will H. Walbraut, No. 113 on the
Civil Docket of said court, direct!
ed omeas Sheriff of Moore
County, Texas, commanding me
seize and sell as under execu-
tion, the fohowing d->scribed
tracts and parcels of lan1i to sat-
isfy the said judgement, interest
and cost,

And I did on the 7th lay of
September, A. D. 1911, at 12 o’
clock Mm=levy on the fo lowing
described tracts and parcels of
land situated in Moore (ounty,
Texas, to-wit,

All of the west half (W 1-2)
of section No. 69, in block No.

44H &T.C. Ry. Co. Original
Grantee, in Moore County, Tex-

And on the 3rd d ‘

D, 1913, b

ober, v
ay in said month,

"Tuesda

the hours of ten

and four o’clock P M of said day
at the Court House doore of said
County, I will offer for sale and
sell at public auction for cash
all the right title and interest of !
the said Alexander C. Allen and.
'Will H. Walbrant, in and to said
| property, dated at Dumas, Tex-
as, this Tth day of Septenber,
A. D. 1911,

John D. Burnett,
Sheriff Moore County, Texas.

Very Serious

It is a very cerious matter to ar
for one medicine and bhave th:
wrong cne given you. For thi
reason 7o v-7¢ you in buying %
be careful to get the genuine—

The reputatica cf this cld,
ble medicine, f-r constipation,
on liver trouble, is firme

ly established. It does not

other medicines. It is '
others, cor it would not
vorite Liver potwder, wi.
sale than cll othm

of >

Andrew J. Redmond, wn | against | Q

o'clock A. M.

Terms of 1-5 cash, balance in
¥ 8 monthly , payments
without interest. Prices right

EMOORE COUNTY TOWNSITE Co

")\ «n )1 n

)

N @@ OO @ !

BARBER SHOP.

FOR SALE ON

=

Don’t Chop Your Boy’s Hair Of 1o Be
Guyed by the other Boys at School. v

s

® .

Cents Each, Wednesday an¢ aatm 5

as, containing 320 acres of lard.|

A Joy Ride

In one of our neat turn=

outs, will please that wnfe
of yours. i
Take a rigfor the

FAIR

Gentlz horses and competent

)

drivers.
DUMAS LIVERY STABLE

School Boy’s Hair Cut and Shampoo 25‘

e
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PROFESSIONAL
CARDS

F (l IhAl)MAN
of Dalhart. Wants Your

Jewelery Repair Tra fe,

Will pay return charges.

Kxperienced Well Driller. Al
work tiirst class and guarangeed.
See or write

-A. L. Anderson. '

ASSOCIATED
LAW OFFICES
CLIFFORD BRALY

and
W. B. CHAUNCY
Dslhart, Texas

LLand, Land Titles
and
Insurance
The best to be hah from
Bob Powell,

Dr. J. W. Hale
Post - Graduate
Physici‘an & Suargeon
Calls answered promptly day
or nh;m ' by
AUTO SERVICE

DUMAS, TEXAS.
— 4

Dumas,Texas

Better Roads

Write a letter home

ach week by sending the
Pioneer. '

My Lady|
j Doubt

By RANDALL P.uuusu 4

Author of ‘‘Love Under
Fire,”” "My Lady of the
North’’ and other stories

ILLUSTRATIONS BY
HENRY THIEDE

DIRECTORY

A F. & /.M. Dumas Lodge
No. 1009, meets regularly Sat-
arday night on or after the full
mQon in each month,

W. W, Daugherty, W. M.

J. H. Phillips, sec.

M. W.A.==Cump No. 13,784 3%
meets every Taesday night

in hall in Phillips building.
Visiting neighbors welcome
W. A. Phillips,V.C.

I. V. Milis, Clerk.
METHODISTS. Preaching
every Ist, drd and 4th Sun-

daysat 1l o’clock A. M. and B
o'clock oM.
J. T. Howell, Pastor.
Sunday School every Sunday
at 10 o'¢lock A, M,

.. Ward, Sapt,

- ———

County Directory

J. W, Fox, County Judge.
Juo, D. Burnett,

Sheriff & Tax Col.
Johnnie Mills, Deputy,

K. 8. Makeig, Clerk,
G. E. Garrett, Assessor
8. W. Anthony, Treasurer.

COMMISSIONERS.

J. F. Ward, Precinet No. 1
W. F. Bennett, Precinet nO, 2
W. W. Daugherty, Pre. No. 3
I Cummings, Preciuet No. 4
Court

May,

Commissioner’s

meets 2nd Monday' Feb.,
Aung. and Nov.

Dist. Court meets 4th Mon
day Jan.and July. Hon. D. B.

Hill Dist. Judge.

There will be a special Countv

examination May 2nd. 3rd. & 4th

for the benefit of the teachers
who wish to build on their cetifi-
cate that expires before the
Summer Normals.

See Dnmas Drug Co. for

(Carriage Paint.

To Subscribers.

If X appears on yonr
paper, your time has ex."
pired. Please ca!l and set-
tle for another year.

You can’t afford to

miss a single coqy.

STOWN LOTS

|DUMAS |

FOR SALE ONgE -
Terms of 1-5 cash, balance in '

8 monthly payments
without interest. Prices right

Dollar

The Pioneer One Year,

Official Statement of Finascial Condition of
First Stafe Bank of Dumas, Teras

at the close of business on the 15th day of Apr. 1912,

published in the Moore Co. Pioncer, a newspaper printed and
published at Dumas State of Texas, on the 3rd day of May lﬁﬁ

RESOURSES

[oans and discounts, personal o collateral

Lonns, real estate

Overdrafts

Real Estate, banking house

Furnituore and Fixtures

Due from approved reserve agents. net S10,053 20

”~

$10.526 72 4
4::0:“

liu. :
1979, 135

Cash items 21207
Carrency 2201.00 b
Speeie . TR6. 34 13.842.70

Other resourses as follows: Int. on guaranty fund
Assessment for Guaranty Fund
Total

AAAA

LIABILITIES

Capital stock paid in
Suiplus Fund
Undivided profits
Individual deposits subject to check
Cushier's checks

. 10.549.77

Total

State of Texas) .
County of Mcore.) We, W. J. Morton upreokw».p;l
W. D. Morrel as cashier of said hank, each of us, 10

e
~

swear that the above statement is true to the hest of ourk:

ledge and belief, W.J. Morton  preside
W D Morrel, 3

% :"4«\4:1

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 27th day of f “’ ’\','j
A- D 1912 WITNESS my hand and county - seal of he i
date last aforesaid.

S E A L) L
. 8. Mukeig, Clerk County Cou:
Correct—Attest. '

L )

- Ta® T ¥



A somewhat swarthy of face, with black
bair sud myustacte, and o keen eye,
attired in the green and white of the
Queen's Kuiagers. He smiled, but with
a sarcastic curl to the upper lip not
altogether pleasant.

“Your pardon, Vistress Claire,” he
said boldly, sweeping me with a super-
cilious glance, “but am | wistaken in
r 'belicving this waltz was pledged to

n me?”
“Ly mistake, captain,” her lips
smiling, her eyes steady. "Il seems

I overlocked & promise made during
the afternoon.”

“Oh, indeed,” he turned toward me,
staring insclently. “The hero of the
rescue, 1 presume.”

I telt the restrain ng pressure of her
band upon my slevve, aad her voice
replied calmly, bef. re I succeeded in
finding words.

“This {8 the gent  ‘man who protect
ed me from the w o, if that is what
you wean. Permit o2 to present Cap-
taln Grant of the Queen's Rangers,
Lieutens . —pardcn v ¥ heving ulready
forgotivn your pan.o.”

“Fortesque,” 1 st mmered, Intensely
bating the necessa:y deception.

Ah, ves—Lieuterant Foriesque of
the Fortysecond B: tish Focr ™
| We bowed coldly, n-ither extending

‘s haud, the captain twisting 1i. mus-

tache o+ he comtinned sturis~ at me.
; ‘“Fortesque,” he r-per ed siowly.
*“Fortesque; not of 1! is suiricon, | be-
Beve.”

“No, from New Yorl,” coolly. “1 re-

gret baving Interfered wir: rour Lro-
gram "
“Don't mention it; the¢ o are other
§ present, and, no coubt, your
lact act was worthy t'e rew: d; a
pleasant evening, sir,” rud lLe with-
aslde, stifly wilitary. Lacer to
as little as porsible of the meas- |
I sweng my partoor forward,
P catching glimpse azaln ¢’ (e man's
 face as we circled.

‘meaning to be uncivil
frankly.
‘with him:
know "
“ls the warning om your account,
my own?™
“Both, perbaps. Captain Grant's
family and mine are neighbors—or |
were before war intervened-—and be
?tvou our fathers exists a life-long
friendship. [ could never consent to
\ be the cause of his quarreling with
\ e, and I have reason to kpow
} quick tempered ke is.”
“I bave little use for any man who
ers about seeling trouhle,” 1 re-
urned, as she hesitited. “It has been |
¥ experience tha! there is usually
ardice back of guch a diswpositinn™ |
“Not in thi® case,” earnestly. “Cap-

that is his one specialty,

., very,” and Lcr eyes met mine |
“But you must mot quarrel

cireled the room. Grant stood stifiy

8zl 8! Use wiil wlete Vo left Lin,
his eyes fastened moudily ou the
crowd; | realized his presence, yet

my whole thought was concentrated
on the girl, the strands of her hair
brushing my lips, her steps lightly fol-
lowing the music, her eye downcast
Into the cheeks there came a flush of
pink, and she glanced up to read the
sursrise in my face.

“Do I need to gay more?”

“Yes, vou must,” | insisted, “you can
never believe | would leave you be-
cause of personal g.”

“l did not know-—at first. Now I
realize it will require & higher motive
to influence you; not love of life, but
love of counlry.”

1 felt the closer clasp of her flugers

on my guiding hand, and knew | took

a deep breath of surprise.

“Lean vour head just a little closer,”
she whispered. “I—I1 know you, Ma-
jor Lawrence, and—and 1 wisk you
well”

PYow | kept to the measure | caunot
imegine, for, in an instant, all my
bouse of cards crumbled into nothing-
nesg. Fhe knew me, this blue-eyed

girl; knew we, and sought to ald my |

mission, this daughter of a loyalist,
this lady of the Blended Rose.
Inconceivable, and vyet a fact—my
nome had been whispered by her lips,

Suddenly she looked up laughing, as
‘hough to make others feel that we

iwversed lightly. We passed Grant,
¢ven a8 | held my breath, almost
rald to venture with words, Yet
Ltuey would not be restrained.

“You certainly startled me; how do

‘you know this? Surely we have never
'met before?”

“l refuse 10 be guestioned, sir; ft
means nothing how | know-—-the fact
that 1 do should be sufficient.”

“Must Mistress Claire—"

“Rather Mistress Mortimer.”

“Yet the eaptain called you Claire.”

“And we were children together—

“Pleasant dlsposition,” T ventured. you can scarcely claim such familiar-

ity.”

“1 warrant you cAn Dame me.”

“Allen, is it not, sir?

What was it the witch did not know!
This was no guess work, surely, and
yet how could her strange knowledge
be accounted for? Sweet as the face
woe, greatly as it had attracted me,
there was nothing to awaken a throb
of memory. Surely | could never have

| #geen her before, and forgotten; that
| would have been impossible. The mu-
'sic ceamed, leaving us at the farther
€. “emity of the hall.

“And now you will go?" she ques-

|
ticned eagerly.

“You mean, leave here?”
“Ves; you said once tonight, that

"tnt for me you'would be riding yon-

de~ 1 realized all you meant, and
vou must not remain. The guard lines

tain Grant's cours; ~ has been suffi. | are slack vonight, and you can get

course.
| "Wt s that?

}

' Her eyes met mir -, eminng siightly,

p‘ yet grave enou;  in their depthe.
“To let this one (ance prove suffi-

P‘ reward for yc .r act of rescue’”
“You request thie "

‘ “Oh, you must no' place the entire

lburden of decision cu me, sir. 1 can

i

“Has Captain Grant any authorit ®
dictate who shall be your partner”’
lashes lifted, and then fell b

this matter further now, but—but,”
voice trembled to & whisper, “1—I
_sure your safety depéuds upon
r leaving me.”
Astonished by these words, sudden-
-~ wondering if she suspecied me,
comprehending what she
. 1 stared Into her face, as we

© tested alre. dy. | warn you | (hrough, but if you wait until tomor-
yor theory s far [ row ;
{48 be is concerned. | _lvise (ke . (er |am your friend, a friend of your

it may be too late. Believe me, |
aRuse”

“I do belleve you; I could not con-
nect you with deceit, but 1 am bewil:
| dered at this sudden exposure. Does
| Cantain Grant also suspect my iden-
|ttty 7

“I think pot—not yet, at least, for if
| he Jid you would be under arrest. But
|thcz'o are others here who would rec-
ogn'ze you just as I have, There is
i ne ‘nystery about it. 1 was in Phila
del*hla when the Cpntinental troops
were here, and you were pointed out’
| to me then. No, we have mnever met,
yet | wae sure | recognized you this
aficrnoon.”

“1 was
whom?

“My brother—my twin brother on
the staff of General Lee.” 3

“Did you not inform me your family"
were loyalists ™

“Yes; it is true,” earnestly, her foot'

S S

pointed out to you by

It was |

have a father and brother in the

Liug's service—but one is a renegade, "“-m I pushed my way

and I—I—" :

“You are what?”" |

“l am merely & woman, sir, unable
to determine whether to finally be-
come loyalist or rebel”

1 looked gravely into her eyes until
they fell, veiling thelr revelation of
truth behind long lashes, ‘

“Mistress Mortimer,” | murmured,

| berding so close 1o her pink ear, 1 felt
the soft touch of her hair on my lips,
' “you dissemble so charmingly as to
even puzzle me. But If | leave you
flow, as you request, | must first have
| promise of welcome again.”
“Then you mean to return—a pris-
;onor? 1 am always merciful to the
| suffering.” !
“No; we are coming back to Phila- |
3('.olpbi. victors, and soon. | am not ‘
afrald to tell you | have learned '
| much today, and go back to report to |
| “Vashington that the exchange of Brit
| ish commanders means the early evac |
nation of the city. When we mee!
lnnln you will not be a lady of the
H'ended Rose, nor will | be wearing
[ this uniform.”
Her eyes sparkled brightly into

Lwine, then drop ed demurely. |

“1—1 rather like the colors you are ;

| wearing now, snd am sure this dress {
lis most becoming. I—I have a pas !
sion for masquerade.” |

“l recognize that, but have alreadv
discovered where | can read the truth
bevond the masque—what is occurring
ncw?

Ske turped to look, attracted as i
had been by the change and bustle
about us. A few feet from where we
stood conversing, lurge folding doors,
previously concealed by draperies,
were suddenly flung wide open, re-
vealing a magnificent dining hall
Dazzled by the magnificent spectacle,
I turned to my companion, unable to
recist temjvation. She must have In-
stontly read the pur,ose in my fuce,
for she grasped my sleeve,

“No; you must not think of remain-
inz a moment longer. There will be !
& seat reserved for me, and Captain |
Grant s coming this way now. Some-
thizg 18 wrong, I am sure; | have no
time to explain, bui promise me you
wi'l leave here at once—at once.”

Her eyes, her words, were 8o in- }
sistent | could not refuse, although as
I glanced about 1 felt convinced
there was no danger in thieg assem-
blage, not a familiar face meeting |
mine. At the instant Grant came up, |
elbowing his way through the press,
«nd staring insolently into my eyes,
even as he bowed politely to the lady
beside ne. !

“At least this is my privilege,” be
insisted, “unless there be another pre-
vious engagement of which | am igno-
raat.”

“Oh, no,” and she rested her hands
on the green sleeve, smiling from his
| face into mine. “We were waiting for
you to come. Goodnight, Lieutenant
Fortesque.”

They had raken a step or two, when
Grant halted, holdiug her arm tightly
a8 he glanced back to where | stood.

“Weuld Lieutenant Fortesque spare
me a moment after | have found the |
lady a seat?’ he questioned politely.

“Gladly, if you do not keep me
waiting too long.”

“Then there will be no delay. Shail |
we say the parlor below?”’

1 mowed, consclous of the mute ap-
peal iu the lady's face, yet with no
excuse for refusal.

“As well there as anywhere, sgir.”

Once again we bowed with all the
punctilious ceremony of mutual dis-
like, and he whispered something into
her ear as they disappeared ip the
stream of people. My cheeks od
[vith indignation at his cool i ce.
What could it mean? Was he merely
seeking a quarrel? or was there some-
thing ¢lse concealed behind this re-

quest? In elther case I knew not how

to act, and yet felt no inclination to

avold the meeting. Swudying

E

the crowd across the floor of the
room. There were a few people
lingering on the stairs, but,
the servants, the parlors below
deserted. | walked the length
of the great rooms, and hal
front of a fireplace to await
coming. | was eager to have
fair settled, and be off. I com
hended now the risk I had assum
by remaining so long, and began to
feel the cords of entanglement draw-
ing about me. There wes a dpor op-
posite where 1 stood, and, staring
toward it, | saw it open slightly, and,
back in the darkness, the Leckoning
of a hand. Startled, yet realizing that
it must mean me, | steppe® closer,
gripping the hilt of my sword, half
suspecting treachery.

“Quick,” and 1 recognized the deep
coutralto of the voice. “Don’t stop te
quesiion; there is not a moment to

s Lt

13

| lose.

CHAPTER V,

The Threat of Swords.

Stepping from the glare of those
gleaming parlor lights into the gloom
of that narrow passage, blinded me for
the instant, yet a moment later, I be-
came aware of the disgtant glimmer of
a candle, the faint reflection revealing
the girl's face.

“Please do not talk; do not ask any-
thing—yet,” she urged hurriedly,
noiselessly closing the door at my
back, and as instantly gripping my
Her breath came quickly; her
voice trembled from surpressed excite-
ment. “Come with me, beyond tha
light yonder.”

curved si'ghtly, term!nati
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for being friendly toward you.”
you

less. | am only glad | knew the way.™

“You mean how yvou might reach me
frst 7"

“Yes; it came to me in a flash when
he first left me alone, only | was not
certaln in which parlor you would be
waiting. | ran through the kitchen
and down the back stairs; | helped
the officers plan their decorations, and
in that way learned of this private

| passage beneath the stairs, It was

easy, but—oh, listen!
there now!”

Wa conld hear voices through the In
terv 'us wall clearly enough to even
digtis . 'sh words, as the speakers ex-
ercised attle restraint. [ felt the girl's
slender figare press againet me in the
narow space where we stood, and 1
c¢lnrg 1o her hand, both remaining mo-
tio less and silent.

“ That fellow has run, Grant”
booired scme one hoarsely, “either
afraid, or eise what you say he is
See here, boy, did you see anyone in
here lately :n acarlet jacket?”

they are 1n

Continued next week,
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