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Firms try to get a handle on oil prices

‘Race to the bottom’ in Middle East, refinery bottleneck pose problems
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By Mella McEwen

mmcewen@mrt.com

Crude prices stabilized at week's end,
holding steady just below $83 a barrel.

But the dizzying 24 percent plunge in
prices have Permian Basin oil and gas
operators wondering what's next.

“Given that 1it’s all so new, we need a
little time to pass so we can see where

prices will settle,” said Steve Pruett, chiet

executive officer of Elevation Resources
Travis Stice, CEO at Diamondback
Energy, predicted the industry 1s in for a
period of choppiness. He said it appears
members of the Organization of Petro-
leum Exporting Countries may be in a

Participants hold flags aloft during the Pink the

“race to the bottom™ as Saudi Arabia has
signaled it will accept lower prices to
maintain market share.

Steve Gray, CEO of RSP Permian, said
there are a number of producing areas
in North America where $50 o1l “isn’t
worth it.”

Bryan Sheffield, CEO of Parsley
Energy, said he expects operators will be
looking at their portfolios, seeing what
offers the best rate of return “and looking
at where the sweet spots are.”

All three advised conserving cash and
making sure balance sheets are strong.
saying the companies with strong bal-
ance sheets are the ones that will come
through a downturn in the best shape

Pruett noted that $30 billion has been

Park event Saturday in Grafa Park.

invested so far in the Permian Basin in
terms of dnilling and mudstream
infrastructure
“I hope you're impressed with the
amount of capital it takes.” he sand.
Momentum will continue dnving

activity even 1if prices continue to decline,

Pruett said. “You can’t shut down dnlling
rngs overnight.

His company has contracted with Inde
pendent Contract Dnlling and intends to
run three ngs next year “irrespective of
price

“The Permian Basin won’'t shut down.
but some fnnge acreage might not be
drilled.” he said.

Please see PRICES/ A
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Organizations band together for support

By Steve Kuhimann

skuhimann@mrt.com

While the fight against breast cancer
can be a tough one, several local orga-
nizations — united in the Basin Breast

Cancer Coalition — offer services to tr)
to make that battle a little bit easier.

“The Basin Breast Cancer Coalition
is a group of local health care organiza-
tions, nonprofits and other agencies that
all provide support and assistance to

breast cancer patients and then treatment
and assistance once they are diagnosed.
said Fatima Casullo, executive director
of Gifts of Hope. “"We're a pretty big

Please see SUPPORT/2A
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Defendant

In deputy’s

death faces
long trial

B Capital murder case could cos
milhons

By Rve Druzin

rch'u, Iy mirt « entnl

When lan Cancantuzence heard on
elevision the nanw
Dan Higgins in connec
tion with the shooting
of a Midland County
deputy. he sand that he
was “shocked  because
in his expenence with
Higgins. he found him
1o be a very pleasant.
VETY NICE guy.

Cancantuzene. who
represented Higgins
on a previous drug
charge. then went to
the Muidland County
arl to advise his
¢hent

“What | did was go
down to make sure he
was OK. to tell him
that | believe lht‘} Are
going to charge him
with capital murder.
potentially they were
going to seek the
death penalty. that he
would need to remain
stlent, and that he
would need to ask tor a court-appomted
I;mju:r." Cancantuzene sand

More than a week after Higgins s
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James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

Pam Conkiin and Bernice Cole embrace durning a moment of silence for those affected by breast cancer during the Pink the Park event on Saturday in Grafa Park

SUPPORT

From 1A

croup. but all of our agen
cies have the same }!lhl! Ol
spreading awareness and
cducation to women on the
importance of carly detec
non and hghting the battle
against breast cancer”

| he vanous organiza
Hons provide patients with
cducation on what they
will be gomg through.
support groups. hinancial
assistance tor mediical
SCTVICES, COSIMCTIC SCTVICeS
Lo address side eftects ol
reatment and help wath
housing tor those travehling
to Madland tor treatment

L:ven with the boom
slow g down, some the
prices tor hotels are sull
vy I'II_L'h You can pay
over S200 per might for a
decent hotel” Casnllo said

Here are a tew of the
coahition's organizations
that provide resources for
those whose hives have
been impacted by breast

CJNOe

Girrs or Hore

Crrlts of Hope otfers
support and assistance
o cancer patients in the
Permian Basin by pro
viding tree lodging at
the orgamization’s Hope
House tor those traveling
to Midland tor treatment at

\lhson Cancer Center. The

nonprofit also otfers help
with medical expenses for

those who cannot attord
them. support groups and
assistance with the cost of
dental procedures

Crfts of ”HPU It.‘t.'l_'llli_\
started a program 2o pro-
vide gas cards to patients
travehing to Midland from
more than 60 miles away
for treatment

Patients aren’t required
to stay at Hope House to
recence the cards. Castillo
sand

For more information
about Gtts of Hope. call
2I8-8714 or visit giftsol
hopemidland org

Look Goop, FEkl
Goobp

The shop at Texas
Oncology — Midland Al-
lison Cancer Center pro-
vides cancer patients with
accessories such as hats.
wigs, turbans and scarves
and beauty services such
as manicures and pedi-
CUres,

L.ook Good, Feel Good
also educates patients on
what they can expect to
happen to their skin, hair
and nails throughout the
reatment process.

For more information,
call 687-1949 or visit
texasoncology.com/
midland.

THE YOUNG AND
THE BREASTLESS

The Ynung and the

- OB-GYN :
- Dr. Lon Staftord ¢
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Dr. Norman Harris

(OB privileges at Midland Memorial Hospital)

3425 Caldera Blvd., Midland. TX 79707

j Insurance and select Medicaid accepred

432-580-PAPS (7277)
432-333-BABY (2229
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unch Concent
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Breastless s a support
group of breast cancer
survivors who have come
together to offers sup
port and inspiration for
other women *-pt.‘t'lfl
cally younger women
who have also had their
lives impacted by breast
Cancel

'hey share their exper
ences of jugghing thenr
battle against cancer with
therr roles in their own
famihies, offering sup
port and advice to women
who may now be going

through similar situation
For more information.

visit www.youngandthe-

breastless.com

PINK THE BASIN

Pink the Basin Inc. 1s
a nonprofit organization

that raises money to pro-

vide mammograms and
prostheses to women in

the Permian Basin.

In addition to raising
lunds. the organization
also works to increase
awareness on the impor-

Fun Facts Sponsored by

tance of early detection

The organization spon-
sors fundraisers such
as the Pink the Basin
Motorcycle Rally. Saving
True Pairs Clay Shoot and
the Pink the Basin Breast
Cancer Awareness Lun-
cheon, planned for Oct
30 at the Horseshoe

This year's featured
speaker 1s comedian and
actress Vicki Lawrence

For more information.

call 940-7465 or visnt

pinkthebasin.com.

FRANKLIN FOLIAGE
— _LANDSCAPING .

“Serving West Texas Since 1981"

Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Wator
Outdoor Rooms, Low Voltage

685-3521

Dalmatians are bom without spots.

Bats always turn left when exiting a cave.

l'he key to buying life insurance 1s working with people vou trust, a company
vou know, and getting a plan that meets your needs. That’s why Germania
Litc 1s the nght choice. We ofter a wide variety of policies, flexible terms and

range ol premium optons.

And because we only insure Texans, vour local Germania agent knows how

lexans hive. Contact vour local Germania agent to help develop a plan that's

rght tor this stage of vour life

and bevond. Find out why, for over 115
years, Germania has been

The Insurance Texans Trust.”

Shannon Hill
432-570-4373

Tony Reeves
432-689-6881
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TODAYINMIDLAND

Things to do

Today
@ 25th annual Texas Szed Garage

Sale, 24 p.m . 407 E. Schaubauer
Orive. The event benefits Commu-
nity and Senior Services’ Meals on
Wheels program  $3 admussion

® Susan Boyle. 7:30 p.m.. Wagner
Noel Performing Arts Center. wagner-
noel.com

Heart at Wagner Noel Perfor
ming
Arts Center com.

Tuesday ' Thursday

Permian Basin Ol Show at Ector
County Coliseum. ectorcountycol-
Seum.org.

Thursday

Solar Eclipse Viewing Party al
Museum of the Southwest. muse-
UMSW.Org.

Saturday

@ Midland Downtown Farmers

Market Big Birthday Bash, 8:30
am.-12:30 p.m., 501 W. Texas Ave
midianddowntownfarmersmarket com

@ Trunk or Treat, 11 a.m.-1 pm.,
Midland County Public Library
Downtown location parking lot. www
co.midiand.tx.us

® Diwali, the Festival of Lights
Cultural celebration, 5-7 p.m., Wagner
Noel Performing Arts Center. hawt-
temple.org.

@ Halloween at Sibley, 5-8 p.m..
Sibley Nature Center. sibleynature-
center.org.

@ Halloween at the Y. midiandym-

ca.org

Meetings this week

anm Office Complex, Suite 1
9601 Wnght Drive

Greenwood ISD

6:30 p.m. Monday

Distance Learning Center, Green-
wood High School

2700 Farm-to-Market Road 1379

City Council

10 a.m Tuesday

C:ty Hall Council Chambers
300 N. Lonane St

Midiand College

4 pm Tuesday

Gibson boardroom Administration
Building

Midiand College campus

Support groups, club
meetings today

@ Overeaters Anonymous. noon
Wednesdays and 4 30 p.m Sundays
B4 Plaza. 206 N Midiiff Road. Sutte
1-D 553-1031

8 Mdiland Odessa Chapter of
the United Ostomy Association. 2:30
pm third Sunday. Midiand Memonal
Hospital West Campus

& Midiand Walkabout Volkssport
Club. 5 p.m. third Sunday, First
Presbytenan Church. 687-2588

@ Alcoholics Anonymous — hot-
ine 580- 7868

@ Narcohcs Anonymous — hothine
582-2926

Community calendar

| Sixteen new homes and a
commercial bulicing will be on display
n Midiand and Odessa during the
Permian Basin Builders Association's
Parade of Homes. The fourth annual
event 1s 5-8 p.m. Thursday and 1-6
p.m. Saturday

Tickets are $10 per person, age
3 and older. Partal proceeds will be
donated to March of Dimes. For more
nformation or 10 purchase tickets,
visit pbbatexas.org. Tickets can also
be purchased at all Midiand and
Odessa Kent Kwik locations.

@ Area Agency on Aging's 10th
annual caregiver conference is

planned for 9 am.-2 p.m. Friday at
Midiand College Scharbauer Student

speaker s mwu
“Untangling Aizheimer's

For more information. go 10 www
midiand. edu/hsce

@ Permian Basin Mensa, the local
chapter of the international hugh 1Q
sociely, is 1o meet 7 p.m. Saturday at
Petroleum Professional Development
Center of Midiand College. Main
Street and llinois Avenue. Speaker s
Joil Greason, co-founder and CEO of
XCOR Aerospace

Members of the public are invited
o antend. There will be a meal belore
Greason's presentation. Those at-
lencing may Dring a dish 1o share

Halloween this week

® Trunk or Treat, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Saturday at Midiand County Public
Library Downtown location parking
iot. Volunteers needed www
co.midland. tx.us.

@ Halloween at the Y. Saturday at
YMCA. midiandymca.org.

@ Pre-Halloween Party with $500
costume contest, Oct. 25 at Rockin
Rodeo. rockinrodeomidiand.com .

@ Sibley Nature Center: Hal-
loween at Sibley. 5-8 p.m Saturday
Guided tour of critters that might be
encountered at Sibley. Event includes
pumpkin carving, snacks and hot
cocoa. Kids may wear costumes. Fee
for children is $3 for members and $5
for non-members; adults are free

Lottery

Pick 3 momning: 4-2-3
Pick 3 day: 8-8-5
Pick 3 evening: 5-3-5
Pick 3 night: 6-9-2
Daily 4 morning: 3-5-3-5
Daily 4 day: 1-2-5-1
Daily 4 evening: 9-6-1-5
Daily 4 night: 4-4-8-6
Cash Five: 6-12-13-22-25
Lotto Texas: 1-8-12-23-30-38
Powerball: 20-26-27-36-54
PB 19 Power Play 2
All or Nothing morning: 2-3-5-7
8-9-10-13-14-18-23-24

All or Nothing day: 2-9-11-12-16- |

18-19-20-21-22-23-24

All or Nothing evening: 1-2-3-4
9-11-14-16-18-20-21-24

All or Nothing night: 2-4-6-7-G-
12-13-16-17-21-22-24

Today in history

Today 1s Sunday. Oct 19. the
292nd day of 2014 There are 73 days
ieft in the year

Today's highlight:

On Oct. 191814, the first
gocumented pubhc performance of
“The Star-Spangled Banner” 100k
place at the Holhday Stree! Theater
n Baltimore, where it was performed
Dy an actor now known only as "M
Hardinge

On this date

In 1789, John Jay was sworn in
as the hirst Chwef Justice of the United
States
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PRICES

From IA

Producers are not the
only ones watching oil
prices. Service companies
are also wondering what
direction prices will be

| taking.

“If prices continue going

down. there will be a slow

ing of activity, sard Chint
Walker. general manager.

| CUDD Energy Services

L.ike the three CEOS, he

advocates strong balance
- sheets, saying they will get

a company through tough
Lmes

“And | can't empha-
stze enough the value of
your people. They Il help

| lhrnugh a downturn. IHH."
| hL‘ \;lld

James Newman., senior
vice presideni of region
operations at Basic Energy
Services. said his company
15 not gquite as impacted by
falling o1l prices because
a good portion of Basic '~

- business 1s production

Mamienance services
The pPrice dechine s Hlll}
halt the story. said Pruet
He explained that prnice
differentials between West
[exas Intermedhate at Mad
land and WTT at Cushing

mean that many producers

Care getting checks “wath o

ccent

A

from g‘mlmz%crﬁ(e

Showroom & Indoor Slab Gallery

Monday-Friday SAM-5PM - Saturday 9AM-12PM
4309 SCR 1290 (Coors Road) - Odessa, TX 79765
(432) 563-8004 - accentgranitemidiand.com
Locally Owned & Operated
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Dolly P. Doctor, MD

Board Certified in Internal Medicine
Practicing Internal Medicine & Bariatics (Obesity Trearment)

mnz:n k¢ EgH

Specializing Care in:

" Disbetes / High Sugar - High Blood Pressure

MIW - Heart Disease / Heart Failure
| / Acid Reflux - Emphysema / Asthma Bronchitis

Allergies - Osteoporosis - Annual Physical Exam
mcr-m Pap Smears / Women's Health
; Bariatrics / Weight Management
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Super Savmgs

Ol a Lennox home (omfort Syste

UD tO SIsoo 'ebatefrom lenno: on-a III.III vslem
10 Year Parts & labor \Varrantv

24 Honths

0% interest

financing with approved credit

Worth the Call. Always.

. Find us on Facebook cwmommw
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il

6 1n front.”

He joined the other
CEOs 1n expressing con
fidence that new pipeline
capacity expected to come
online next year that will
move more Permian Basin
production to markets less
saturated than Cushing.
Oklahoma. will reduce
that difterential, which has
grown to as muach as 820
between the two crudes., to
310 55 a barrel

' he next phase would
be 1o prt.ulf rehnenes to
handle more of the hight
sweel crude bemng vielded
by the uncomventional

— - —_— = . = c m ow w—wm — wemE CE T

shales. sand Shetheld
“But that depends on
cconomics and right now
thev re not there, he sand
The Permian Basin s
producing 1.7 milhon bar-
rels of ol a day. including
condensate. and at some
point will exceed the pro
cessing capabihity of Gull
Coast rehiners. said Pruca
I'he future path hes with
covernment action, he sand
He sand he expects there
will be no new rehnernies
permitted tor decades. and
unless faws are passed to
permit the exporting of
crudes to nations with the

\ (2l H‘rh'l'

PAGE 3A

in thus Oct
14 photo,

an oll pump
works at
sunset In
the desent
oll heids of
Sakhir, Bah-
ran. A sug-
den plunge
n the price
of oil 1s seng-
INg eCONOMIC
and pohtical
shockwaves
around the
worid as ol
exporting
countnes
face the
prospect of
billions of
dollars of lost!
revenue and
importing
nations get
some rehef
in atime

of slower
@CoONOMIC
growth

ability to rehne that hight
sweet crude, “there | be a
continuous game ol
bottlenecks.

Prices wall tall. pro
duction will be shut in
and there wall be rolhing
blackouts due to supply
shortages and it will be
[9UR- 1999 all over again,
Pructt sand

He added. “These are all
doomsday scenanos. but
with this admainmistration.
those are not beyvond the
realm of possiihity. We
have to become adyocates

on our own behalt

Fall In Love
leggmgsll

Tribal. Floral. Denim _
tons of su,ie:. o

choose +rom

f-l‘-"'.r e & Morr

3101 N. Big Spring — Midland — 432-687-6010

Mon.-Sat. 10-6
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MIKE CONAWAY
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The Conservative Leader Texas Trusts

Voted to Repeal Obamacare

Voted against every |

Bring Fiscal Sanity to Washington
Voted tor meaningtul federal spending cuts
ind a Balanced Budget Amendment

Jbama bailout and stimulus |

Endorsed by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce

ook on the EPA in the fight to protect Texas energy jobs

Voted to Cut Taxes
Working to create a simple, tair, and rational tax systen

October 20" -

October 31
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J”L‘}_L‘ti to have shot and
Miled Segt Nake Naylo
while he was serving an
arrest warrant on Higgins
investigators and the s
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Photos of Deputy Sgt Mike Naylor’s funeral and burail
services by James Durbin — Reporter-Telegram

Naylor fundraiser

An online fundraiser in support

land County
The Officer

“Mike Nayior is

of the widow of fallen Mid-
$28.000.

approaching
website was launched the evening of

Oct. 9, the same day Naylor was shot and killed by a suspect

while serving an arrest warrant.
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As of Saturday evening, $27,796 had been donated by 137
backers. The fundraiser runs through Nov. 10.

Naylor example of the thin blue line

B anomert e, funded nLis vegas obowng me seats it wo Liswoss —— StANAing between us, the evils of the world

reached tor comment paint Officer Down is with the IRS as a 501(c)3) and

4 proture ol |HI13_'_ SEFCsSs
tul and complex process
that could last as long as o
decade and cost the county
milhons ot dollars

For Cancantuzene.
who represented C hinton
l.ee Young, the last man
Midland County sentenced
to death row. the burden of
a death penalty tnal 15 both
“seary and temitving.

“You've got a person s
lie in your hands. That's
the ultimate responsibility
as a lawyer. he sad

“That 1s an awesome bus
den that keeps you awake al
night. If you're not scared
DY 1t to some extent. you
probably shouldn’t be rep-
resenting the person.

Al Schorre. a former
Midland County district
attorney who worked on six
death penalty tnals in his
career, said that Midland
County District Attorney
Teresa Chingman and her
legal team will be comb-
ing through the facts in the
case and Higgins™ history
to determine whether they
should pursue the death
penalty.

“Even though it’s techni-
cally a capital case, you
try to make the assessment
— is this a case that you:
think a jury would prob-
ably, a local jury, a Midland
County jury, would be
likely to return a sentence
of death”” Schorre said in
a phone interview with the
Reporter-Telegram from his
home in Colorado.

Both men mud that
the process will be long

and costjy, both in terms of

registered
with the Nevada Secretary of State's office as a nonprofit
corporation. Gifts made to Officer Down are tax-deductible.
To visit the Office Down website: Mip/bit.ly/1nultAy.
Money is aiso being collected at Fiddiesticks Farms
in Greenwood. Collection jars will be set at each register
through the end of October, owner Jgssica Norton told the

Reporier-Telegram previously.

hours worked on the case
and money the county will
have to put torth

Kerth Price. associate
professor of cnmimology at
West Texas A&M Univer-
sity. said that part of the
calculation for the distnct
attorney 1s the monetary
cost of such a case. which
can run upwards of $3
milhion.

“Is (the distnct attormey )
willing to spend a couple
of million dollars of (her)
budget to give this guy the
death penalty””" Price said.
“You spend that money on
one case, then that money -
is not available for other
bad things that happen.

So (she’ll) have to be very
careful about making that
decision, and (she) won't
make that decision for a
long time.”

While the death penalty
is one of the options in the
capital murder case pend-
ing against Higgins, Price
said there is another option
that carries a similar pen-
alty but is not as costly:

exact same thing from a
retribution standpoint.”
Price said. ““The guy is go-
ing to die 1n prison. Now,
he's not going to die in the
death chamber, but he’s
going to die 1n prison, so he
1s basically spent his life for
the crime that he committed
against this police officer.”

Price, who was formerly
a prison warden at the Cle-
ments unit near Amanllo,
said that inmates in Hig-
gins' position face a gnm
future.

“There’s a really good
chance that the state will,
one day, put a needle in
his arm and extinguish his
life,” Price said. “Even if
they don’t do that, there’s
an even higher possibility
that they will send him to
the Texas prison system and
let him stay there, however
long that is, until he dies.
Now, neither one of those
are very nice options for
one’s life, so I suspect he
(has) probably — if he’s
got any sense — some
said.

But there is no way to
predict how the trial will
turn out, Price said.

“It is a roll of the dice,”
Price said. “Nobody knows
how a capital murder trial is
going to play itself out.”

ast week. the collec-
tive heart of Midland
was broken when

Sgt. Mike Naylor was
killed in the line of duty.
This is the first line-of-duty
death in the history of the
Midland County Shenft's
Office, and, for most,
the first one most have
experienced during their
lifetimes 1n Midland.

| first met Mike Naylor
in 2008 when he assisted
in a mental health case
involving a family mem-
ber. In that first experience,
| knew that Mike was a
professional law enforce-
ment officer in every sense
of the word. In the years
following, | worked with
Mike on dozens of mental
health cases. He had the
ability to quickly assess
the situation and to relate
to the individual who was
suffering, regardless of the
problem. He was always a
calming presence in what
can often be a volatile situ-
ation. After | assumed the
position of chaplain for the
Sheriff’s Office, Mike and
| often worked together as
he was commanding the
Sheriff's Honor Guard, a
group he took great pride
in leading. Mike was a
friend, and it was a bless-
ing to have worked with
him through the years.:

Sadly, Midland lost one

.of its finest on Oct. 9. Mike

and other deputies were
serving a warrant on a
mmspamdofmmlly
assaulting a young child.
As Mike was

to negotiatg a peaceful

DETTMAN

Sheriff’s Office Chaplain

edly fired by the suspect
and our worst nightmare
became reality. But, Mike
was doing what he swore
an oath to do, performing
a job he loved. He believed
wholly in what he was do-
ing, and he wouldn’t have
had it any other way.

| have worked with
our law enforcement of-
ficers for decades, first
as a prosecutor with the
County Attorney’s Office
and, in recent years, as one
of the chaplains for the
Police Department and as
chaplain for the Sheriff’s
Office. As chaplains, we
are regularly called out
to assist in difficult cases.
Whatever the circum-
stances, | see men and
women who exemplify
what it means to be peace
officers. They are brave in
the face of danger, vigilant
in the pursuit of justice and
compassionate with those
who suffer great loss. | am
blessed to be in a position
to work with people of

such
- -
Mldlmdcmin
thechyllollowh.uh
Naylor’s tragic death. The
of love for
lor family and for

ers and sisters in uniform
shows what a remarkable
community we live in. We
should keep that spirit alive
for all of our law enforce-
ment officers. These men
and women who worked
with — and loved — Mike
Naylor are hurting. They
continue to perform their
duties to the citizenry, but
today they have the realis-
tic reminder of the dangers
they face in the perfor-
mance of their jobs.

Please remember these
faithful public servants
in your daily lives. Pray
for our law enforcement
officers and their families:
shake their hands when
you see them on the street;
thank them for their dedi-
cation in their service; and

thmblmlinethnmnds
between us and the evils of
the world.

“Blessed are the peace-
makers, for they will be
called children of God.”
Matthew 59

Mark Dettman also is a
the Reporter-
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Hawaii hit by winds, rain as hurricane veers west

Associrated Press

HONOLULU — Hurrnicane
Ana was on course Saturday
to miss Hawaii by more than a
hundred miles while generating
strong winds and heavy rains
that prompted flash-flood wamn-
ings and lured surfers with high
waves.

The center of the powertul Pa-
cific storm was about 135 miles
southwest of Honolulu, and 1t
was losing speed as it churned
southwest of the islands. the Na-
lional Weather Service said.

“The intensity of Ana is slowly
expected to weaken,” said Chnis
Brenchley, a weather service
meteorologist.

A tropical storm watch re-
mained in effect on Oahu and
Kauai but was lifted for Maui,
LLanai and the Big Island.

On Oahu, tournists and surf-
ers at popular Waikiki Beach

enjoyed ample waves created by
the storm in the early afternoon
that later gave way to choppy
walter.

“When the waves are good,
you ve got to get in,” said surfer
Emile Meder, 23. who squeezed
In a session before heading to
work. “Every time we have a
hurricane we know it’s going to
be good.”

Rain fell early in the day on
the island’s North Shore and
Koolau Mountains. and shickened
the island’s southeast shores.
Waves were expected to crest to
10 to 15 feet on the south shores
of the islands and remain high
through Sunday.

Al Sandy Beach State Park,
where President Obama enjoys
bodysurfing when he visits
Hawaii, people ignored the “no
SWImming = signs.

Residents took the storm warn-
ings sertously on Kauai, which

was devastated by Category 4
Hurricane Iniki in 1992 that
Killed six people and destroyed
more than 1,400 homes.

“Those of us that were here
during that time remember, and
SO we are very cautious,  said
Mary Daubert. a county spokes-
woman. “Untl she s passed us,
we all have to remain vigilant.”

Ana was expected to pass
Kauai on Saturday might, with
the worst conditions to be felt
around midnmight. Brenchley said.

Though weaker. the hurricane
also was expected to pass closer
to the island than hrst predicted.
so the potential for damage was
unclear, he said.

In a coffec-growing area of the
Big Island. the weather forced
officials to close Mamalahoa
Highway — the only road con-
necting some communities to the
castern side of the island.

Nearly a foot of rain fell north

of Hawan Volcanoes National
Park. and heavy rains also
drenched the Puna district. which
was hit hard by Tropical Storm
Iselle in August. Sull. no one on
the Bag Island reported storm
damage, said Darryl Oliveira.
director of Hawan County ¢ivil
defense.

“So far. 1t's looking pretny
good for Hawan Island.” he sind

LLee Terry of Waohinu, a small
town on the Big Island. siad the
storm didn 't bring much wind.
just heavy rain.

"It would come 1n sheets once
in a while but no all-might down
pour or anything hike that.” Term
sard, noting that he didn't see any
debris on a road to South Point

the southernmost spot an the
LS. — as he would expect atte
bad weathe

He said people weren't as wor
rned about the current storm as
much as !hL‘} were about Iselle
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Associated Press

GUADALUPE. Calid
Archacologists working
in the sand dunes along the
Central Calhitorma coast
are digging up ancient
sphinxes  — but these are
made of plaster

More than 90 years
ago, legendary hlmmakcer
Cectle B. DeMille erected
21 grant sphinxes and an
ROO-toot-wide lL‘Il'lplt.‘ ds il
set tor the silent. black
and-white classic movie
“The Ten Command
ments.

But in 1923 when
Hlming was over. DeMalle
abandoned them there
among the sands of the
Guadalupe - Nipomo Dunes
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Archaeologists seek movie set in California sands

in Santa Barbara County

Now, archacologists
are digging for the fragile
plaster sphinxes and this
week began excavations
on one that they hope will
cventually be on display
at the nearby Guadalupe
Nipomo Dunes Center.
which has raised $120.000
for the dig. the Los Ange
les Times reported

“Its a once-in-a-hifetime
hind of site. sand M. Col
leen Hamlton, a semon
histonical archaeologist
with .-\ppht.‘l.l EarthWorks
and project director for the
excavation. 7l ve worked
on sites all over the
country. and | think this
one could only happen in
Cabtorma.
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Center.

The second sphinx was
missing much of s face

- but archaeologists had
been looking for an intact
body to put on display to
match the earlier head

To keep the fragile
plaster from cracking, the

Crews began digging
in 2012 and found one
sphinx but money for the
project ran out. Parts of
that sphinx’s head are
on display at the Dunes
Center

When they returned this
year for the body, they
found the wind had shifted
the sand, exposing the
plaster and damaging 1t
beyond repair.

But the wind had also
revealed a hint of the foot
and leg of another sphinx.
the Times reported.

“It was a really pleasant
surprise when we found
out 1t was almost a full
sphinx. said Doug Jenzen.
executive director of the
Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes

team covered the pieces of
the sphinx in hquad con-
solidant and wrapped them
in cheesecloth, Hamilton
said. They removed sand
from the body and filled it
with foam to keep it stable.

Residents of Guadalupe,
a small farming commu-

nity, left the set alone for
decades out of respect,
said Shirley Boydstun, 86,
a member of the Rancho
de Guadalupe Histoncal
Society.

“The old-tumers have
always known it was out
there.” she said.

PAUL & EVANS
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301 North Grant, Odessa

right across from the Ector County Courthouse
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the big box stores!
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Mission unaccomplished:

S AL

Containing Ebola in Africa

By Marilynn
Marchione
Associated Press

Looking back, the
mistakes are easy (o see:
Waiting too long, spend-
Ing too little, relying on
the wrong people, lﬁinking
small when they needed
to think big. Many people,
governments and agencies
share the blame for failing
to contain Ebola when it
emerged in West Africa.

Now they share the
herculean task of trying to
end an epidemic that has
sickened more than 9,000,
killed more than 4,500,
seeded cases in Europe
and the United States, and
1S not even close to being
controlled.

Many of the missteps
are detailed in a draft of an
internal World Health Or-
ganization report obtained
by The Associated Press.
It shows there was not one
pivotal blunder that gave
Ebola the upper hand,
but a series of them that
mounted.

Nearly every agency
and government stumbled.
Heavy criticism falls on
the World Health Organi-
zation, where there was “a
failure to see that condi-
tons for explosive spread
were present right at the
S

WHO — the United Na-
tions’ health agency — had
some incompetent staff,
let bureaucratic bungles
delay people and money
to fight the virus, and was
hampered by budget cuts
and the need to battle other
diseases flaring around the
world, the report says.

In a statement, WHO
said the draft document has
not been checked for ac-
curacy and that the agency
would not comment until it
was finished. WHO's chief.
Dr. Margaret Chan. did not
respond to AP requests for
comment, but told Bloom-
berg news service that she
“was not fully informed™
as the disaster evolved.
“We responded, but our
response may not have
matched the scale of the
outbreak and the complex-
ity of the outbreak,” she
said.

Outside experts say the
point now is not to grab
necks or find fault, but to
learn from mistakes.

“By the time we recog-
nized this was serious, the
genie was already out of
the bottle,” said Michael
Osterholm., a University of
Minnesota public health
expert. “Nobody is to
blame because everybody
1s to blame.”

Ebola had caused two
dozen smalier outbreaks
elsewhere in Africa before
it appeared in the west-
ern part of the continent
carhier this year, “so people
were caught off guard™ by
its rapid spread. said Dr.
Irwin Redlener, director
of the National Center for
Disaster Preparedness at
Columbia University. “We
thought we would do what
we usually do and that this
would come under control,
but that didn’t turn out to
be the case.”

Early blunders

The first mistake came
Jan. 11 at a hospital in
Gueckedou, Guinea, where
the grandmother of the
first two children known to
have died in this outbreak
sought care. It was a
rare opportunity — most
people just seek help from
traditional healers. But
instead of detecting and
stopping the disease, the
hospital compounded the
problem: Two new chains
of transmission began,
among patients and health
workers, and in another
village.

On Jan. 27, local health
officials and Doctors
Without Borders missed a
chance to diagnose Ebola
after seeing bacteria in
blood samples — they
concluded cholera might
be the culprit. Ebola wasn’t
con until March 21.
By the end of the month, it
had spread to Liberia.

AP file photos

Above: Gordon Kamara, left, is sprayed by Konah Deno after
they loaded six patients suspected to have been infected by the
Ebola virus into their ambulance, in this September file photo
in the of Freeman Reserve, about 30 miles north of

Monrovia Below:

In April, Doctors
Without Borders warned
that the outbreak was out
of control, but a WHO
spokesman insisted it
wasn't. In May, the funeral
of a traditional healer in
Sierra Leone spread the vi-
rus to hundreds of people.

“It was a turning point.
It refueled the epidemic
in Guinea and it was the
start of major epidem-
ics in Liberia and Sierra
Leone,” said Dr. Peter Piot,
co-discoverer of the Ebola
virus and director of Lon-
don School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine.

Little went smoothly.
WHO's Guinea office was
accused of not helping a
team of experts get visas
to that country. Some
$500,000 in aid was held
up by red tape.

In early July, Piot “called
for a state of emergency
to be declared and for
military operations to be
deployed,” he said.

It didn’t happen.

How countries
fell short

In Guinea, the ministry
of health at first would give
WHO information only on
lab-confirmed Ebola cases,
hampering the investiga-
tion. Messages to the pub-
lic about the lethal nature
of the disease discouraged
people from seeking treat-
ment. When masked teams
armved to disinfect hot
zones, people thought they
were spraying toxic chemi-
cals and attacked them.

Early international aid
was mishandled. Guinean
President Alpha Conde set
up a panel with the minis-
ters of health, communica-
tions and social affairs to
fight the disease, but the
minister of health couldn’t
formulate an effective
strategy and little money
was dispersed. Finally, a
new committee of indepen-
dent experts was appointed
and funds began to flow.

In Libena, early govern-
ment messages stressed
that Ebola had no cure,
so sick people saw little
reason (o go to a hospital,
and the disease spread
even more. In August, the
government quarantined
a Monrovia slum, spark-
ing clashes with security
forces that killed a teen.
Ultimately, health officials
realized they couldn’t track
or hhmit Ebola spreading
in the slum. Many bodies
were dumped into nearby
rivers.

In Sierra Leone, the
government sent politi-
cians to warmn people about
Ebola rather than relying
more on charitable groups
and medical profession-
als, said Joseph Smith, a
community activist in the
capital city of Freetown.
Some feared it was a gov-
ernment conspiracy to use
Ebola to wipe out opposi-
tion supporters ahead of a
national census planned for
December.

“They believed that the
whole situation was a kind
of lie,” Smith said.

In Spain, where a nurse
got Ebola after taking care
of a patient who of it,
debate raged over whether

“Burn all bodies"” in Monrovia, Liberia.
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a newspaper, left, reading

"'

_ » L I'R
| S
L4 \ - -
® \ 1

¢ 2

od

.

protective gear protocols
were being followed.
Health workers protested

about a lack of training:

the government overhauled
it and adopted new equip-
ment standards.

Ebola comes
to the U.S.

On Sept. 20. Ebola
made a 5.700-mile trip to
the United States, when a
Liberian man, Thomas Enic
Duncan, flew to Dallas.
His infection was con-
firmed on Sept. 30. Two
nurses who cared for him
before he died now have
the disease.

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention has
been harshly cniticized by
many who say it offered
shifting advice on protec-
tive gear to hospitals and
failed to assess correctly
what risk Duncan’s infec-
tion posed and to whom.

In fact. the CDC had
been among the earliest
responders when Ebola
surfaced 1n Afrnica, sending
five people to Guinea in
late March and two more
to Libernia in April. In late
May, the situation seemed
in hand and WHO advised
CDC that its staff could
leave.

But cases surged in June
and hve CDC workers
returned to Guinea. In July.
more went to Libena and
Sterra Leone, and to Ni-
geria after an Ebola death
occurred there. By late
August, 100 CDC staff-
ers were tracing contacts,
educating health work-
ers, communicating with
the public and training
officials on how stop sick
passengers from getting on
planes.

Gregg Mitman, a
University of Wisconsin
medical historian who was
in Liberia in June, said
the response by CDC and
others was slow, but noted
that WHO and CDC had
tight budgets. After the
2008 financial crisis, WHO
lost more than 1.000 staff
and was left with only two
Ebola experts.

“We're always quick
to blame ... and ask why
wasn’t the CDC on top of
this earlier,” he said. “But
we re not looking at the
longer picture of how have

-we supported public health

infrastructure.”

Redlener, at Columbia
University, agreed.

“It shouldn’t just be
WHO that we blame,” he
said. “Nobody else, no
other countries, were really
rushing in to help.”
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By Mike Stobbe

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Is
Ebola the world’s worst
infectious disease threat
since AIDS?

Compansons between the
two deadly diseases surfaced
in the last few months as the
Ebola outbreak escalated.
Both emerged from Afnca
and erupted into an interna-
tional health cnsis. And both
have been a shocking re-
minder that mankind's battle
against infectious diseases
can take a sudden, termible
turn for the worse.

In his three decades in
public health, the only
thing like Ebola has been
the AIDS epidemic. said
Dr. Tom Fnieden, head of
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

“And we have to work
now so this 1s not the
world's next AIDS. he
told a meeting of the
world s economic leaders
in Washington last week.

But Ebola 1s not expect-
¢d to ever be in the same
league as AIDS in terms ol
infections and deaths, said
Dr. Anthony Fauc, direc-
tor of the Natnonal Insttute
ol Allergy and Infectious
Diseases.

“There 1s no one that
imagines that we re going
1o see tens of milthons
of people infected with
Ebola.” sand Faucr. a
longtime leader in the hght
against AIDS

This vear's Ebola
outbreak — the largest
CVer has Killed more
than 4.500 people 1in West
Atnica. AIDS Kills more
than a mulhion per year on
the continent

Both diseases are caused
Dy viruses and spread
through contact with
bodily Huids. not the air.
but health experts say the
cprdemics are more ditter
ent than they are simlar

Ebola can be more intec
tious than HIV. according 1o
Dr Bruce Ribner. a physi
cran involved in the care of
tour Ebola patients treated
so tar at Emory Umiversity
Hospital in Atlanta

Indeed. o patient in the
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throes of Ebola can have
10 billion viral particles
in a fifth of a teaspoon of
blood — far more than the
50.000 to 100,000 particles
seen in an untreated patient
with the AIDS virus. Even
the skin of an Ebola patient
can be crawling with the
virus, according to Ribner.

Stll, there are reasons to
be more optimistic about
Ebola than about HIV, the
virus that causes AIDS.

Ebola was actually
discovered before HIV.
First identified in 1976
and named after a niver
in Congo, the virus has
caused penodic outbreaks
in Africa ever since. While
a test was made to diag-
nose it, work on vaccines
and treatments has been
limited and difficult.

Ebola did not become
an international epidemic
until this year, when 1t
unexpectedly mushroomed
in West Afnca. The rapid
INCrease In cases — par-
ticularly in Libena and
Sterra Leone — led to the
CDC s worst-case-scenano
estimate that there could
be as many as 1.4 million
cases in those two coun-
tries alone by January

But at least scientists
had a running start againsi
Ebola

The beginning of the
AIDS epidemic was more
challenging. When clusters
of cases were first reported
in 1981, health officials
were facing a mystenous 1ll-
ness with no known cause.

“We didn’t know it was a
vmu We had no idea what
as going on,” recalled
Dl\nd Celentano, who was
a young AIDS researcher
in the 1980s and is now at
Johns Hopkins University's
school of public health.

Scientists did not isolate
HIV until a couple of years
later. A test for the virus
wasn't available until 1985.
There’s still no vaccine, but
medications have allowed
those infected to live longer
and healthier lives.

In those first few years,
AlDS was generally per-
cetved as occurring mainly
In gay men, intravenous
drug users and Haitians
who had recently entered
the United States.

“There was kind of a
sense that ‘it’s only hap-
pening in certain places,
and 1t only happens to
certain people,”’ said Dr.
Wafaa El-Sadr, a Colum-
bia University professor
who as a young physician
treated AIDS patients in
New York City.

It wasn’t until the mid-
1980s when public anxiet)
and fear about the disease
in the U.S. really began to
reach the levels seen today
with Ebola. In 1985, an In-
diana school barred a boy
with hemophilia named
Ryan White because he
was infected through a
blood transfusion. Later
that year. a national poll
showed more than half
of Amenicans favored the
quarantining of AIDS
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patients and 15 percent
supported tattooing people
who had _AIDS.

in 1987,
HIV-positive travelers

were banned from entering
the country. The rule was

in January 2010.
anxiety about

C

Ebola took flight in the last
month with the first case
diagnosed inthe U.S. ina
man who traveled to Dallas
from Liberia. In the Dallas
area, attendance dropped at
schools where children at-
tended who had reportedly
been in contact with the
man, Thomas Eric Dun-
can. At the CDC, calls and
emails to the federal health
agency spiked to more than
800 from a few dozen daily
asking questions about the
disease.

This past week, screen-
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Officials fear Ebola’s on AIDS path; some disagree

of travelers from West
ica began at five U S.

‘:“- w
response also has been
MWMM
to AIDS. The
United Nation's UNAIDS
program didn’t begin until
1995. Some experts feel
real momentum in the
international campaign
didn’t occur until 2000.

The Ebola response
also has been faulted as
dangerously slow, but it’s
been much faster than what

with AIDS. In
the last month — about six
months after the epidemic
in West Africa first began
— officials from the United
State and other nations have
met to ratchet up an interna-
tional response with money,
troops and supplies.

WINDAL UL 1US

There's one more big
difference that ironi-
cally makes Ebola more
dreadful to many people
but possibly easier for
health workers to one day
beat back, said Dr. James
Curran, dean of Emory
University’s school of
public health.

The scariest thing about
the Ebola virus is how
quickly and dramatically
it kills. Initial infection
to ghastly death is only a
matter of weeks.

That’s different from
HIV: An HIV-infected
person may not have
symptoms for years. And
a decade may pass before
an untreated AIDS victim
dies. That means infected
people can silently and
unknowingly spread the
infection for years.
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GOP turns to

Ebola fears in campaign drive
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re big
ni- By Carles Babington circumvent the efforts and methods harder to track new Senate seats needed to Some prominent Repub-  and closely aligned effort
epniry Associated Press then hide their recent where-  “That’s like saying all control that chamber. licans, however, side with 1o eradicate the virus.”
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T ﬁ:)l'd‘a WASHINGTON — Re- llkl'lllllﬂﬂg on U.S. *iﬂI‘I. A should stay 1n school so - 1s an unsustainable pO- Former Sen_ Frist said a Associated Press. he said
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Obama administration Human Services Secretan crystalizes the partisan di- f-‘ttuk with Obama. he said. tive and would be grossly sive and lurgclcd atrport
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how emotional edge 1o their Obama. debate. Udall said doctors resumes. Ing a cooperative, inclusive  mented by the CIX
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sction elections. predict the pressure for ac should decide whether to g
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an “Ebola czar” did nothing “Travel restrictions are and congressmen shouldn’t
 from to slow the criticism. GOP coming.” Rep. Billy Long be making those 1025 N. Midkiff « Midland, TX « 432-520-6035 | Open 10-6 « Mon. - Sat.
ected candidates see more oppor- of Missour: declared at a decisions”
ave tunities in public alarm over congressional hearing on But Gardner called for
wrs. And the disease than in continu- Ebola this week “an immediate travel ban”
s before ing to bash President Barack Candidates in two of the from the altected arcas
S vicum Obama's signature health nation s tghtest Senate When asked if there was a
infected care law in the cmnpuign'a races left their states to medical justithcation, Gard
y and final two weeks. attend the heavily covered ner called current policy
*ad the A chief question for hearing. a sign of Ebola’s “an unacceptable danger.”
S. Obama is whether to political importance adding: “An overwhelm

restrict travel from three
West Africa countries bear-
ing Ebola’s brunt. Scores
of GOP candidates are
demanding such restric-
tions. Several Democrats
— citing polls showing
wide public support — are

joining them.

Obama i1sn’t going along.
He said that travel bans
would encourage people
from affected areas to

RL‘[\. Bruce HI;I'L‘}~
lowa s Democratic Senate
nominee. touted an lowa
coinpany that s working on
an Ebola vaccine.

GOP Rep. Cory Gardner
of Colorado rejected the
contention h} the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention that banning air
travelers from West Africa
would encourage people to
enter the United States by

ing majority of the Amen-
can people believe that we
should put this in place.”

A Washington Post-ABC
News poll tound two-thirds
of Amernicans supporting
restrictions on travel from
the Ebola-affected regions

Some Republican
campaign consultants see o
great opening tor thewr final
push to re-clect embattled
governors and gain the six

Lots of disagreement on possible Ebola travel ban
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Lesson learned: Disease response must improve

B Government must learn from
mistakes during Ebola scare

n any health care setting, 1t i1s wise to

listen to the nurses, who see all. Their

reports from Dallas about the imtial
procedures used in treating Thomas Enc
Duncan are appalling. Safety suits with
exposed necklines left nurses to cover
skin with tape. When tape is removed. 1t
abrades the skin. One health expert | con
sulted described this practice in dealing
with Ebola as “moronic.”

Proper protocols are now in place. But
Ebola in America has been an exacting
and brutal teacher.

First, we have seen that the infectious-
ness of Ebola increases as a patient grows
sicker and the level of the virus spikes
in his or her bloodstream. To the general
public. this should provide some reassur-
ance. When a patient begins to feel weak
and achy at home, he or she s less hikely
to spread the disease. None of the people
who lived in tight quarters with Duncan
has (as of this wniting) reported infection

But for health workers treating very
1 patients. the danger of infection 1s
dramatically elevated. Any crack in a
glove, any touching of the eve, might be
cnough. And when a patient’s viral load
15 sShy-high.atas hikely to be found even

MICHAEL |

Washington Post
Writers Growup

in his or her saliva and mucus. Theoreti-
cally, even a cough spraying sputum on
exposed skin might transmit the disease.
A person in this condition would be too
sick to walk the streets. The risk is to
health care workers who are not properly
protected.

Second, we've learned that providing
protection to health workers is a skill
not possessed by every hospital. Read-
Ing a protocol off a website 1s one thing
Implementing a protocol, with perfec-
tion as the only acceptable standard.

Is another. It 1s the distance between
reading a book on batting and taking a
pitch in the major leagues. Most hospi-
tals are poorly prepared to take very 1ll
E-bola patients. This demands either the
immediate deployment of federal Ebola
"SWAT teams™ when a case 1s reported.
or the careful transfer of patients to more
competent tacithities. The hurt |1L'L'|-|llg"~. ol

local hospitals or mayors should matter
not at all.

Third, we've seen that the federal
response to Ebola has had serious weak-
nesses under stress. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention assumed
that any large hospital would know what
it was doing in isolating an Ebola patient.
The assumption was wrong. The CDC al-
lowed a nurse with an elevated tempera-
ture who had been heavily involved with
Duncan’s treatment to board a plane.
This showed inadequate respect for the
disease, and a tin ear on matters of public
irust.

The knowledge and dedication of Amer-
ican public health officials are unequaled.
But the implementation and judgment of
public health systems have sometimes
been seriously flawed.

S0 how should our political system
respond? Not an easy question to answer,
especially three weeks before an election.
Those who pursue political sport during a
health emergency — either finding a sym-
bol of liberal incompetence or a symbol
ol inadequate public investment — are
not helping matters. Fighting infectious
disease 1s an essential federal role. not an
ideological metaphor.

The real questions are: Can govern-
ment learn from its mistakes?” And will 1t

be allowed to? The goal is to strengthen
the current disease response and be better
prepared for the next one (which might,
unlike Ebola, involve the serious threat
of a large public outbreak in America).
Somehow, even during a politically
charged season, our Ebola debate must be
an exercise in learning lessons.

In all this, some perspective is neces-
sary. By the end of the year, according
to the World Health Organization, there
could be up to 10,000 new cases of Ebola
in West Africa each week. Information
from inside the affected countries i1s
already growing sketchy as ties to the out-
side world are cut. This problem will not
be solved by canceling the few remaining
commercial flights out of Monrovia. The
economic, political and social collapse of
Libena, Guinea and Sierra Leone would
swell the flow of disease refugees and
increase the risk of outbreaks in other
populous parts of Africa, or in even more
distant places such as India.

By all means, do what is necessary in
Dallas. But billions in spending and thou-
sands of hospital beds are now urgently
required to prevent a human catastrophe
involving the destabilization of West
Afnca. The spread of a global pandemic
would make Ebola harder to fight for
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cypect there are plenty ol those around here

iIsn ta bad thing
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- If a slowdown — not
a bust — does come,
there is a silver lining

|
tthe Latest orl price analy sis s correct. our readers can expect a
h Iutn[l!llhllhlll of the ol price 1|lu|1 W L"‘.Pt'”L'HL'L'li IL‘L‘t‘I‘.Illfs We
also can expect a slowdown in the economy
And to this. we qust have one thing to say. Do not panic '

We expect calmer heads will prevanl. especially i oil headquan
ters across Madland. As Ol Editor Mella McEwen rL‘le"IL‘tl i
Friday s edinon. those wiath strong balance sheets will survive, We |

When we say don’t panmic. were addressing not just the compa
nies. but also government and the community. Maybe our glass 1s
too halt-tull. but we beheve someone has thrown our community
a4 get-out-of-jail card. The possable slowdown just might provide
an opportunity tor Midland to play catch-up. and anvone who has
expenienced hife in Midland over the Last tew yvears. knows that

Government can do its part when it comes to housing ar infra- I
structure. The slowdown has provided some rehiet. but only if we
make the night decisions. The August Burcau of Labor Statistics
report showed nearly 4.000 people coming into the city during
the previous 12 months, It we see a drop in that number. what's
the harm” We know that Midland doesn’t have sufficient inven-
lory tor the number of people who Iine here right now. We know
our roads and other infrastructure are inadequate for the current

For some. the instunct will be 1o react to the cconomic conditions
and be cautious, probably too cautious. People will wonder why
additional projects should be approved it the price of oil drops. In
our view. we have been given a gift. This community will continue
to grow. So even if there s a slowdown. we should Keep our fool
on the gas. build the housing that 18 needed and continue planning

This community should not take 1its eye off the ball when 1t

COIMIKEesS o HL‘!..HI‘II.LII'} L‘l.lliL‘..!llHH -lThL'IL‘ ANC 11Yes Ih.}ll !lL‘L‘li O hc

made. and a possible slowdown doesn’t change that. We don't
know what any secondary bond plan will look like or when it
might be proposed. It it puts Midland in the night position for de-
cades to come. then it should provide for a vigorous debate
|-J.|'-.Ilj-. we behieve a [H‘lulhlt‘ slowdown 18 not a SMgn of a bust. It
would help it orl industry leaders could contirm what 1t i1s we are

commumcating in this space. The residents of Midland. nghtfully.
trust what business leaders say. first and foremost. It would pay
dividends to hear from those leaders so our community doesn’

take a detour from the path we are on today
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Ebola shouldn’t be a partisan issue

B There are reasons to believe a little
more money would have gone a long way

rancis Collins, director of the National Insti-
Flulca of Health, administered a dose of truth
to political Washington last week.

For this honest service, Collins was pilloned.

In an interview. Collins shared with the Huffing-
ton Post’s Sam Stein his belief that, if not for recent
tederal spending cuts, “we probably would have
had a vaccine 1in time for this™ Ebola outbreak.

This should not be controversial. His conjecture
was based on cold budgeting facts. NIH funding
between fiscal year 2010 and fiscal year 2014 had
dropped 10 percent in real dollars — and vaccine
research took a proportionate hit. Research on an
Ebola vaccine. at $37 million in 2010, was halved
10 $18 milhion in 2014

Othicials at the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases report that budget cuts forced
them to shelve 14 Ebola-related grants. roughly a
quarter of the total. NIH was forced to prioritize
spending to react to the most pressing current
threats rather than potential ones. and because
there was little Ebola activity at the time. shifting
money to Ebola from. say. cancer or Alzheimer’s
research wasn’t a viable possibility.

With Ebola vaccines now entering clinical tnals.
It's not much of a stretch to conclude that. with
those extra research dollars. vaccines would now
be on the market — potentially saving thousands
of hives in Africa and avoiding panic in the United
States.

Yet conservatives pounced. Commentator Mi-
chelle Malkin’s website, “Twitchy.” called Collins a
“tool” ithis fool previously led the mapping of the
human genome) and assembled tweets saying the
Ebola vaccine could have been paid for with money
spent on President Obama’s vacations or the White
House vegetable garden, among other things.

Republican candidates have begun making a
campaign issue of waste at the NIH and its sister
agency. the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. “Have you seen what the NIH spends
money on”" Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., asked, mock-
ing Collins” claim at a rally | attended Wednesday.
“One hundred seventeen thousand dollars spent
to determine that most monkeys are right-handed.
and like to throw poop with their right hand,
apparently. Two-point-four million of the NIH dol-
lars was spent on origami condoms.”

The senator, who then proposed more budget
cuts, ought to update his examples. The right-
handed monkey study? Done between 1992 and
1997. Origami condoms? The new device worn
by women could protect millions, particularly in
Africa, from AIDS. But perhaps Paul, an ophthal-

MILBANK

Washington Post Writers Group

mologist, thinks that’s frivolous.

Collins, an evangelical Christian, was aghast
that his remarks “turned into this really nasty
political outcome that has resulted in attacks on
NIH.” he told me. “People are saying I'm overstat-
ing the circumstances, which 1 don’t think | am.”

Collins said he was equally appalled by an ad
last week by the liberal Agenda Project Action
Fund that juxtaposes Republicans saying the word
“cut” with images of Ebola carnage. “Republican
Cuts Kill.” 1t concludes.

Collins sees his beloved NIH falling into the
gaping maw ol politics that has consumed most
everything else. “I've tried so hard in the 21 years
I've been at NIH.” he said, “to keep medical re-
search from becoming a partisan issue.”

Even hard-core libertarians tend to agree that
medical research and public health. like national
defense. are among the few things that should be
a federal responsibility. Eric Cantor. the recently
deposed House majority leader, made a big push
tfor government funding of medical research.

But while NIH funding grew steadily over the
years, it [2veled off at $28 billion in 2004 and was
at $29.3 billion in 2013. When you factor in medi-
cal inflation, NIH’s purchasing power is down 23
percent over that period.

Collins admits it’s a mistake to think “throwing
money at a medical problem automatically results
in breakthroughs.” But there are a few major
research projects on the cusp of success that could
bring financial benefits far beyond the cost.

NIH-funded researchers are “a few years away,”
Collins said, from a universal flu vaccine that
could protect people against virtually all strains
without the need for annual shots. Yearly flu
epidemics suck an estimated $87 billion out of the
U.S. economy and can claim tens of thousands of
lives: a pandemic strain could be much worse.

Who, of any political philosophy. would say
it’s not worth $121 million — and more — for a
universal flu vaccine?

Who would say, given the economic catastrophe
that an Ebola outbreak could cause, that spend-
ing tens of millions more for an Ebola vaccine is
wasteful?

Only a fool.

From the Right | Mallard Fillmore
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Confused by polls measuring voter intentions? Look to history

B No point at looking at who has poll
position; Republicans have momentum
and history on their side

[ you're confused by the plethora of
?I ing to measure the key
I4 mi nate and House races,
you're not alone. You'd probably do better
by ignoring the numbers and reviewing
midterm election history.

And if you want to guess what likely
Republican congressional successes will
mean in the next two years, good luck.
You certainly can’t tell from what the can-
didates are saying in this nasty, negative
campaign.

Just look at the closely fought Sen-
ate race in lowa. On Sept. 28, The Des
Moines Register’s respected poll showed
Republican state Sen. Joni Emst lead-
ing Democratic Rep. Bruce Braley by 6
points. Over the next week. four other
polls ranged between a 2-point Ernst lead
and a 2-point Braley lead.

Then, on Oct. 12, the Register published
a new poll that showed Emst’s lead down
o | point. But all of the results were
within the margin of error, leaving only
one valid conclusion: It’s very close.
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LEUBSDORF

Dallas Morning News

If you followed the campaign, you
might think the top issues were Ernst’s
ability to castrate hogs on her farm and
her call to scrap the Department of Educa-
tion and the Environmental Protection
Agency. Or Braley's threat to sue a neigh-
bor over four wandering chickens and
his unfortunate description of the state’s
popular senmor Republican senator (Chuck
Grassley) as “a farmer ... who never went
to law school.”

None of that will matter come January.

Meanwhile, in lowa and other hotly
contested states, the two parties are hitting
the same themes: Republicans charge
every Democratic senator with casting the
decisive vote to pass the Affordable Care
Act, while Democrats say GOP hopefuls
would restrict women's rights for every-
thing from abortions to equal pay.

———eca s e — s — — e = = i B Eee

More recently, trying to keep up with
the news, each party has blamed the other
for the Ebola threat. Republicans accuse
President Barack Obama and the Demo-
crats of mismanagement that failed to
keep the country safe. Democrats charge
that GOP-led budget cuts weakened the
government’s ability to fight the disease.

Unlike presidential races, which settle
earlier into visible patterns, many con-
gressional contests are resolved only in
the final days before the election, when
less-partisan voters make their choices.
There are signs that’s happening now, to
the GOP’s benefit.

But the election’s underlying shape —
and its likely outcome — has really not
changed all year, despite volatility in both
polls and the statistical models purporting
to forecast the final result.

Midterm elections in a president’s sixth
year are historically bad for the incum-
bent’s party: only Bill Clinton in 1998
escaped unscathed, and he had already
lost both houses n his first midterm elec-
tion 1n 1994

Besides. Republican chances of holding
the House and regaining the Senate are
helped because Democrats are defending

seven Senale seats in red states that voted
for Mitt Romney in 2012. Obama’s job
approval there is even lower than his 42.2
percent nationally, according to the Real
Clear Politics average.

As for the election’s political impact,
Republican National Chairman Reince
Priebus had it night when asked on NBC's
“Meet the Press™ if inability to win the
Senate would be a GOP failure. I think
we've gotta win the Senate,” he said. add-
ing that he expects that result.

If Democrats have anything to cheer
Nov. 4. it's likely to come from gubernato-
nal elections, where 22 of 36 contests are
in states now held by Republicans.

As for what will happen beyond Elec-
tion Day. that depends on whether newly
empowered Republicans decide to push
a conservative agenda or seek common
ground, and whether Obama reaches out
to GOP leaders in a substantive way.

The hkehest result 1s more of the
partisan gndlock that has marked the
four years since Republicans regained the
House.

Iistributed by MCT Information
.\'t'rl‘u '\

Americans, like the Founders, must gather the courage that forged a nation

B We should can embrace the val-
ues and principles that once gave
us a strong identity as a “can-do
nation”

thinking people that Wal-Mart. like

many other large employers, recently
announced 1t would be suspending health-
care benefits for part-time workers. This
Is really a double hit on workers: In many
cases, they previously had full-time jobs
with 40-hour workweeks before being
reduced to part-time status and now losing
their health benefits.

The “Affordable Care Act.” which
probably seems less affordable to most
Amencans as we find out more about 1t.
1s the cause of this unnecessary misery.
When the employer mandate. which 1s
part of Obamacare. 1s activated carly next
year, tens of millions more Americans
will face dramatic hikes in the cost of the
health carce they currently receive or will
lose 1t altogether. The current administra-
tion understood that this would happen,
which occasioned the 1ssuing of several
executive orders delaying the implementa-
tion of the employer mandate until after
the November 2014 elections.

Il should come as no surprise 10 most

BEN
CARSON

(reators Svndicate

The thing that 1s most disturbing to
me about this government-manufactured
attack on the well-being of hardworking
Amencan citizens is the apparent con-
tempt for the intelligence of the Amen-
can populace. These kinds of maneuvers
assume that many citizens are not bright
enough to realize they are being manipu-
lated pohitically and that things that impact
them so negatively are being pushed oft
until after an election. when they willingly
give their votes to the very people who are
using them.

The same shick pohticians who con-
vinced large portions of the populace that
Obamacare would be the panacea for all
of therr medical needs, and that you could
keep your doctor and your insurance if
you were satished with them. also told us
that the IRS scandal was phony and tha
pertinent records and emails comciden-

tally disappeared trom the computers of
the main people under suspicion. They
also want people to believe the tragedy in
Benghazi was the result of an inflamma-
tory video and that anyone questioning
the veracity of such a scenano s clearly
a partisan troublemaker who dishkes the
current admimstration.

The list of problems 1s too long for this
article, but any objective individual would
not have a dithcult ime understanding
that Amencans are faced with a less than
honest government., as well as a press that
has forgotten why 1t 1s protected by the
First Amendment. The Founders envi-
stoned the press as an ally of the people.
rather than an arm of a pohitical ideology
All of us, including the press. must iearn
the difference between policies that are
pro-Amenca and anti-America. and to
recognize those that are meant to beneht o
particular party.

This situation leaves “we the people
with an incredibly important choice
regarding our relationship with those who
govern us. We can go along to get along
and make sure that no one calls us a nasty
name or challenges our comfort — or.
like the patriots who preceded us. we can
embrace the values and principles that
once gave us a strong identity as a “can-do

nation with strong faith and
COMpassion.

Those are the values that allowed a rag
tag army during the Amencan Revolution
to defeat the most powerful military force
on Earth. They did not possess a supenon
fighting torce or ingenious strategies. but
they did hold strong behets. tor which
they were willing to die. while the British
soldiers were just following orders. That
same Kind of conviction today could lead
us to become informed voters and
exercise the powers vested in us
courageously.

Histoncally. during great cultural
clashes, those with strong convictions and
behiefs have overcome those with weak
convictions. who have lost therr identity
We are now involved i a worldwide
conflict with forces that wish to destroy
Amenca and our way of hile We can
capitulate to the forces ot pohtical cor
rectness and surrender everything that
made us strong and umique for the sake ol
not oftending anvone. or we can proudly
embrace the values and principles that
made us great. honor our Constitution and
place our trust in God. This s our best
saleguard

City should keep lanes
painted

If the city wants to help de-
crease the number of accidents,
maybe they could try keeping the
lanes painted.

Felix Vaughn

There is no substitute for
honesty

| find 1t very difhcult to com-
prehend the way people disregard
the word “honesty.” They seem
to always want to substitute a lie
or some method of “cover up  In
place of honesty, when there i1s
no substitute for honesty.

For example, the current battle
for financing public education. |
have not located the name of the
person(s) who wrote our Texas
Constitution. He or she or they
undoubtedly would be classihed
as “liberals” by today’s standard.
Our Texas Constitution mandates
that the state legislators provide
funding for education. How more
dishonest can one get than to use
taxpayers’ money to fund a func-
tion that is obviously that of the
free enterprise system”?

Oh, but, Mr. Flournoy, you say.
governments do it all the time:
that’s no big deal. Oh, but, | say.
it is a big deal. Unless of course
you consider dishonesty no big

deal. Where is the honesty in tak-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

our Texas Constitution to ehimi-
nate something that has been
dishonest from the start: financ-
ing public education. The obliga-
tion of educating children 1s the
sole responsibility of the parents.
not only in the three “R’s.” but
also that of our Lord and Savior.
Jesus the Chnist.

Nowhere in our United States
Constitution will we find any au-
thorization for funding for public
education.

Thomas Jetterson said the tol-
lowing: “In questions of power.
then, let no more be heard of
confidence 1in men, but bind
him down from mischief by the
chains of the Constitution.” Jef-
ferson chose the word “conh-
dence” when he could have said
“honesty.”

Eternal vigilance 1s the price
of liberty, and | would add.
“Without honesty there can be no
vigilance or liberty.

Thomas Flournoy

Midland needs its
‘heartbeat’ back

I've hived here since 1952 and
| watched many changes take
place in our Tall City, but | must
write regarding our downtown
courthouse.

We need our “heartbeat” back
— our courthouse. It stands for

the nostalgic past that needs to be

ing your neighbor’s money they kept alive and well. Our court-

have paid in taxes for the sole house can become a downtown
of financing the proper lighthouse, of many gatherings

function of government and for families and grand get-to-

using it to subsidize the private gethers for our city.

sector businesses that could In Proverbs 29:18 it says

very well be a competitor of “Where there is no vision the

theirs? people perish.”

Let us be honest and do what Our courthouse can become
is honest, and that is to amend alive again, becoming a place for

families and public use. There
can be coffee shop. pastry shop.
shopping in general, as well as
office space. a beautiful park
where families with children can
enjoy. as well as grandparents
with grandchildren. There can
be lights installed on each corner
10 represent our nostalgic past
history.

We have new apartments
downtown; where do these tami-
lies go for enjoyment or shop-
ping”? Our former Woolworth
could be brought back using
upper floor for a lovely restaurant
and nostalgic Woolworth on the
lower floor. Affordable shopping
downtown and small grocery
stores on cormers.

It can happen if we as a city
look to the vision together.

Zechanah 4:10

Judy Dover

Questionable coverage
On gOvVernor's race

It's interesting that despite the
MRT’s claim that it would not
make cndorsements for the elec-
tion this year, the MRT chose to
run Ken Herman's column in its
editorial space. While criticizing
Wendy Davis for highlighting
Abbott’s hypocrisy, you don't
call out Greg Abbott for his false
and misleading ads regarding
Ms. Davis.

| refer to the ad where the Ab-
bott campaign falsely talks about
an open FBI investigation. There
is no FBI investigation. This
comes from a charge made two
years ago by one of Ms. Davis’
failed opponents.

There was nothing there then
and nothing now. | refer you to
the Texas Tribune story of Apnil

——

Report: Ferguson officer says he feared for life

The Times reported that the account of
Wilson's version of events came from gov-
ernment officials briefed on the federal civil
rights investigation iato the Aug. 9 shooting
that sparked racial unrest and weeks of pro-

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The police officer
who fatally shot an unarmed |8-year-old in
a St. Louis suburb last summer has told in-

vestigators that he was pinned in his vehicle tests, some of which turned violent. Wilson
and in fear for his life as they struggled is white and Brown black.
over his gun, The New York Times Wilson confronted Brown and a friend
while they were walking back to Brown's
Ferguson, Missouri, police officer Darren  home from a convenience store. After the
Wilson has told that Michael shooting, Brown died at the scene. Some

Brown reached for the gun during a scuffie.

witnesses have told authorities and news
mumummmm

I18: "Anti-Corruption Umit Chael
No Davis Docs Passed to
FBI

So MRT. how about some
fairness, or are you as “fair and
balanced™ as Fox News”

Debbie Ann Borgen

Editor’s Note: Herman's
foliwing op-ed on the campaign was
generally supportive of a controver-
sial Davis ad, which alleges Abbott
has made it more difficult for victims
to seek redress.

Gov. Perry partly
responsible for Ebola
crisis’?

Our very lives depend on the
outcome of this election. If you
want agencies crucial to our safe-
ty to receive the funds they need
o protect us, vote Wendy Davis
for governor. The missteps in
Dallas caring for Ebola patients
are partly caused by Gov. Perry's
refusal to accept Medicaid dol-
lars for his uninsured citizens. If
the Presbyterian hospital hadn 't
been so overwhelmed with un-
insured patients (providing care
best performed by primary-care
doctors), the hospital staff would
have spotted the Ebola case more
quickly and been better able to
prevent further infections.

Gov. Rick Perry made a hife-
threatening mistake for everyone
by not accepting expanded Med-
icaid funding for Texas residents.
Wendy Davis will fix Perry’s
mistakes and protect us. Wendy
Davis will absolutely make sure
Texas gets the resources it needs
and deserves to provide health
care and education for all Texans.

Loretta Long

Why would anyone in
Texas vote Republican’

This s a logical and Lair ques
tion, as the Republican Party
has done nothing more than an
sound bites and clever political
remarks but have farled misera
bly to dehiver on their promise of
lower taxes (compare your prop

erty tax statement to last year)
ind smaller government (with all
of the assistants to the assistant
positions we hear and read about
at all levels of Republican-con
trolled government)

Also. Republican governon
candidate Greg Abbott has ¢n
gaged in smears and negative ads
against his strong and capable
Demaocrat opponent. Wendy
Davis, as the facts of h<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>