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umber of uninsured drops for Midland

Oil boom, along with ACA, cited for overall growth in health insurance rates

By Rye Druzin

rdruzin@mrt.com

The rate of Midlanders without health
insurance has dropped by 2.6 percent from
a five-year high in 2009, according to
recent figures released by the U.S. Census
Bureau.

Only 21.8 percent of Midland residents
were without health insurance in 2013,
the most recent figures available from the
bureau, compared to 24 .4 percent in 2010.
Rising health insurance rates are caused

by a combination of the implementation
of the Affordable Care Act, also known as

boom, according to Permian Basin-based
health insurance brokers.

“Most likely (the rise) would be (from)
the availability of coverage through the

marketplace brought about because of the

Affordable Care Act and the fact that the
law says that everybody is supposed to
have insurance,” said Craig Dawson, area
vice president and consultant with Gal-
lagher Benefit Services in Midland.

The employee shortage created by the
booming oil industry also created in-
tense competition for a shrinking pool of
employees, leading to an increase in the
benefits that companies offer.

benefits to attract and keep employees.
That’s why our uninsured has dropped in
the Midland/Odessa area is because the
competition, said Permian Basin-based
health insurance agent Mike Avery. “The)
know they have to provide the benefits or
the employer next door is going to get and
obtain their employees.”

The o1l boom forced some companies
to change their practices to respond to the
shnnking labor market.

“I’ve had numerous employers over
the last couple of years that have never
offered health insurance begin offering
health insurance to their employees.”

T'he increase in the number of people
with health insurance does come with a
catch. Despite the increase 1n number of
insured people. and the o1l boom, dur-
ing the last four hscal years, the bad debt

— or money that has not been paid for
procedures — accumulated by Midland
Memornial Hospital has grown by more
than 56 percent, according to Chief
Financial Officer Stephen Bowerman. He
attributed the nse 1in bad debt mostly to
increased emergency room costs

When it came to the ACA. Bowerman
believed that it has been a negative for

Please see UNINSURED/AA

“Obamacare.” and the Permian Basin's oil Dawson said
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“Every employer out here is providing
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Midiand emergency personnel respond fo the scene of an accident involving a tanlm truck on the south service road of Interstate-20 between
Cotton Flat and Midkiff roads in 2014, According to the city public information officer, the driver was ejected from the vehicle and pronounced dead

at the scene.

More killed on Eagle Ford, Permian Basin roads in ’14

By Jennifer Hiller
San Antonio Express-News

Fatal and serious traffic accidents in
the Eagle Ford Shale and Permian Basin
increased in 2014, with 696 drivers
killed across both regions and more than
8,600 actidents with a fatal or serious

injury, according to the state. - .
Though crude oil prices have dropped,
road woes continue in the Eagle Ford
in South Texas and the Permian Basin,
where drivers are contending with heav-
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Transportation’s San Antonio district,
which includes some counties in the
Eagle Ford. “We want to remind folks,
especially in the energy sector areas,

to watch out for those |18-wheelers.
Andthesanwn'nessagttothoscinthc
I8-wheelers, “Watch out for vehicles.””

niesmcls:nthenuddlcofwhaut s
calling a “surge” of road construction .
in the state’s two major oil fields and is
continuing its campaign to encourage
safe driving in those areas.

In 2014, 272 people died in traffic
accidents in the Eagle Ford, according to
TxDOT. That's an increase of 13 !
from 2013, when there were 240 ﬂm
accidents in the region.

Overall in the Eagle Ford last year,
there were 3,658 traffic accidents in

which people were killed or seriously
injured, up from 3,446 the year before

In the Permian Basin in 2014, 424
people died in traffic accidents, up 16
percent from the year before, when there
were 3635 accidents.

There were 5,029 accidents overall in
which someone was killed or seriously
injured, up from 4,398 in 2013.

TxDOT's “Be Safe. Drive Smart”™
campaign encourages drivers in the
so-called “energy sectors” (o remem-
ber basic safety: Wear seat belts, avoid
talking on cellphones, give trucks room
0 maneuver, pass with caution, don't
speed, and come tq a full stop at stop

SIgNS.
Please see ROADS/4A

Crude

calculus
{rumps a run
by refiners

By Rhiannon Mevers
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Refinenes roanng back to hite after
breaks for planned maintenance soon will
soak up more of the nation’s crude. bul
not enough to offset the record high sup
phes that are pulling o1l prices down

“There s too much oil, and 1t’s difhcul
to hind something that's going to stop this
train wreck in the next 40 to 50 days.”
said Tom Kloza, chief o1l analyst at the
Ol Price Information Service

U.S. o1l companies continue to pump
more o1l than Amencan industries can
consume, h“lng the nation s storage tanks
as fears mount that they re approaching
capacity, which would torce producers to
sell o1l at even deeper discounts

(rude o1l inventones have ballooned
as rehnenes closed for seasonal main
lenance 1n the first quarter, swelling to
458.5 million barrels. the highest level in
at least three decades. according to the
most recent government data. Backed-up
supply helped send the price of o1l to a
six-year low early last week, although 1t
staged a modest recovery by week 's end

As refiners complete maintenance 1n
coming weeks and resume operations.
they have every incentive to run as hard
as they can. Crude prices have tumbled
faster than the prices of gasoline, diesel
and other refined products, offering at-
tractive margins and encouraging refiners
lo process as much oil as possible.

But even operating at capacity, they
won'’t be able to outpace the millions of
barrels of oil headed to storage each day

“We are in uncharted waters, really,”
said Afolabi Ogunnaike, a senior analyst
at Wood Mackenzie who specializes in
refining and oil markets.

Analysts expect refiners to run at re-
cord high levels this summer, processing
as much as 16.7 million barrels per day,
according to Wood Mackenzie projec-
tions. That's about 1.3 million barrels per
day more than they are processing now,
or barely enough to absorb the | million
new barrels sloshing onto the market each

Please see REFINERS/MA
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Jon Mark Bellue/Amaritio Globe News

Terri Adams sits with her dog Koda in Amarilio on March 9. Adams had been the Camper Lady in Amarilio for nearly six years. It's been that long since she had a bed 10
sleep in, not the crowded front seat of her 2002 GMC Sierra truck, or a shower with running water, not a sponge bath.

Amarillo’s ‘Camper Lady’ finally has a home

By Jon Mark Beilue
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AMARILLO -

CC YT hard to describe
real and not a dream. | feel safe. All three (she and two dogs)

are definitely more comfortable. It’s just amazing
On top of her

furmished washer. Term Adams

has a collection of vegetable and
flower seeds ready to plant soon 1n

her very cozy backyard. There are
squash. tomatoes, green onions
some chives as well as a tew

flowers

“Oh. | love planting. she
the Amanllo Globe-New+
watching things grow.

It's been. by her estimation
seven or eight years since she s
grown anything. It's been six years
since she had a rooft over her head

other than a vehicle's

It' s been that Ium_ since she h 'J
a bed to sleep 1n. not the crowded
front seat of her 2002 GMC Sierra
truck. or a shower with running

water. not a sponge bath

“Sponge bath. yeah. that's a
polite way of putung 1it. she sawd

For exactly one month, Adams
with her two dogs. has made her
home 1n an actual home. It's a one
bedroom duplex 1n the San Jacinto

neighborhood
“It’s hard to descrnibe

able. It's just amazing ™

Adams had been the Camper
Lady in Amanllo for nearly six
years. | threw. some light on her

By Chacour Coop
Galveston County
Daily News

GALVESTON — No
need for gavels and long
black robes — a Galveston
County program aimed at

busting more drunken driv-

ers gives police permission
to draw a motorist’s blood
within minutes of a traffic
stop.via Skype-like video
chats with a judge. .

The so-called STRIKE

Tmil}

~ she said
At umes | pinch myself to make
sure 1t s real and not a dream. |
feel sate. All three (she and two
dogs) are dehnmtely more comtor

lerrs Adams., former amper Lady

“But with a roof over my head.
now I'm putting an address down
that’s mine and not someone else
who loaned it to me,” Adams said

She lists fnends Lucy, Cody,
husband and wife Doug and Peg,
Janey — she knows no last names

who have provided a couch, old

At times | pinch myself to make sure 1t
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| 1€ 1S ONe nany in the cin N« ANC ams wasn t aware « sion. 2 bookshelf and a coffee
classihied as homeless. but her help available

situation was uniguc
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panhandler

at McDonald Lake

defend in court — and put
patrol cars back on the street
quicker following arrests

“Most officers that you
meet will say DWIs aren’t
worth it because all they 're
going to do is come plead
them out,” Clear Lake
Shores Cpl. Zack Holley
told the Galveston County
Daily News. “It kind of
gives purpose back to
cnfurung the DW1 in our
county.

STRIKE — an acro-
nym for Safety Through
Rapid Investigation of Key

Evidence — is a faster spin
on a cunently cumberm-

process. . .

Typically, officers seek-
ing blood warrants — a
document that lets police
take blood fmnlr: suspect

She had
lived out of her camper at McDon
ald Lake tor the last three years
hecause of a senes of bad breaks
After her tather died 1n 2006,
Adams had hved with two room-
mates on two different occasions
but moved out because of drugs
and then alcohol. She's been sober
tor 11 years and didn’t want the

Dyslexic. she had willed herself
into being a voracious reader. She
had a senies of jobs, but nothing
steady. Not having a permanent
address hurt. And maybe most
telling. she had never asked for
money. She wasn't a professional

Often. she depended on the
kindness of strangers who walked

As well-meaning as they were.
their acts didn’t solve the problem
Really. 1t just extended 1t

' he long-running Case of the
Camper Lady scemed unusually
wrong. No one 1s to blame.

Few cities have more resources mat — but she wants and needs
10 help the homeless than Amanl-

table. These arestaples she hasn't
had in what seems like forever.

A lady named Jackie said she
1s bringing a cabinet for a micro-
wave. If she can get a chest of
drawers, she will be set.

“Because nght now, my room
looks like a mineheld, like a
lornado went through 1t because
|'ve got nowhere to put clothes,”
she said.

Her kitchen cabinets are full of
donated food, and dry dog food is
stacked in her small living room.

Her 44th birthday was March
3, but a week later she was taken
by a friend to Pizza Hut, then
to Walmart and finally to Dairy
Queen for a Blizzard.

More than anything, after six
o find an empty small duplex years, the playing held for Terri
through the HUD affordable hous- Adams i1s a hittle more level. She
ing program. Texas Panhandle has a chance now, a better chance
Centers is paying for the first three  anyway, and that's the least anyone
months’ rent. After that, rent will should have.
be 30 percent of her income That GMC Sierra i1s now parked

She has a job — 12 hours a along the curb in front of her
week over two days at a Laundro-  duplex. She has to move it periodi-
cally so the mailman can reach her
mailbox. That’s new, too.

“I didn’t know of all the re-
sources out there, she said. “lt's a
little bat frustrating that this could
have happened a long time ago.

Shortly after the imtial column.
there was an nulp«'ruring of p&‘nplt‘
wanting to help.

Included in that were two agen-
cies, the Texas Panhandle Centers
and 1ts homeless program, as well
as the Downtown Women's Center.

TPC was the pnmary agency,
and because of confidentiality
1ssues, officials there declined to
comment. But Adams said the
agency was instrumental in point-
ing her in the nght direction and
then providing aid.

In something she hadn’t done
since 2009, Adams was able

more hours
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Video chat program aims to bust more drunken drivers

refusing a Breathalyzer or the road, the officers in the we're done.”
field sobniety test — must program call Distnct Court The relatively small-
file paperwork with the Judge Kerry Neves to autho-  scale operation rolled out

district attorney s office. rize a blood warrant. last summer and included
Next, the office calls judg- Neves, who is often ly- only Neves and Manuel, a
es. often in the middle of ing in bed when the calls deputy with a reputation
the night, to sign a warrant. come in, approves the for being tough on drunken
Once an available judge warrant and swears in the drivers. It’s to

1s found, the officer drops
the suspect off at a police

officers on a tablet using
the county’s video chat. He

department and drives to was awakened four times
the judge’s home or office  in a 24-hour period about a
to sign the warrant and week ago.
tnkcanoa!.h,l.asdy the of- “Myphonegoesoff
ficer takes the suspect from and it wakes me and my
e i i o0 i ""'r:‘.;:.':.'f‘w;"‘ &
ital to draw bloed. - to eilse  their ime taken
That two to three hour y

who'ﬂhemlypd!;
the program, said.
unllplmhﬂwm
to get up in the middle of
the night and do it. It takes
10 and boom —

o

his wit and entertaining sense
of humor.

He 1s survived by his
daughter, lvy Jean Holland,
of Fredenicksburg; his sister,
Gail Kimbrell of Odessa, and
his sister, Temie Colgin of
Abilene; also three nieces
and one nephew: Ronda
Bonar & Deanna Dickerson
of Odessa, Paige Colgin of
Abilene and John Colgin Jr.
of Santa Fe, TN.

The family will receive
friends from 6:00-8:00PM on
Sunday, March 22, 2015 at
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Fu-

' neral Home in Midland.

Graveside services are sched-
uled for 3:00PM on Monday.
March 23, 2015 at Sunset
Memonal Gardens. with Pas-
tor Steve Westfall officiating.

Arrangements are under
the direction of Nalley-Pickle

& Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Midland. On-
line condolences may be
made at www.npwelch.com

Wm
Funeral. Home

& Crematory
(432) S50-5800

Death Notices

Hodia “Tokie"
Holguin

Elodia "Tokie” Holguin,
16, of Glendale. Anzona, for-

' merly of Big Spring, died

Monday, March 16, 2015
Vigil service will be at 7:00
PM Monday at Myers &
Smith Chapel. Funeral serv-
ice will be at 11:00 AM
Tuesday at Holy Trnmty
Catholic Church with bunal
at Mount Olive Memonal
Park.

She 1s survived by five

children Red Holguin,
Chnisy Duggan, Paul
Holguin, Debbie Wise and
Ismael Holguin. Arrange-

ments are by Myers & Smith
Funeral Home. Pay your re-
spects online al

L mvyersandsmith.com

STATE
BRIEF

FROM WIRE REPORTS

POST
Native Americans at

sunrise ceremony
predict weather

Native Amencans who

- gathered 1n a small West
. Texas town for a sunrise

ceremony to predict this

 year s weather outlook say
. the winds signal a fair year.

The Lubbock Ava-

- lanche-Journal reported

Native Americans gathered

. Sunday morning at the

city park in Post, about 40
miles southeast of

' Lubbock.

Zoe Kirkpatrick has been
performing the ceremony
for more than 30 years.
She said that while leamn-
ing the forecast is the main
purpose, it's also time for
the Native American com-
munities to come together
and welcome spring.

According to legend,
wind coming from the east
or northeast s:gmls a very
good year ahead, while
north or northwest wind
means a fair year. Wind
from the west or Mmdmt
means a poor year,
from the south or m

| abad year.
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Students walk through the

of Texas at Austin

, AP file photo
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Austin in 2012. The cost of funding higher education for veterans has increased sevenfold since

Texas legisiators allowed veterans to pass the benefit onto a child.

Lawmakers: Funding education
for veterans costs too much

By Eva Ruth
Moravec
Associated Press

AUSTIN — They signed
up to fight for their coun-
try, and the state of Texas
promised to pay for their
education.

For decades, veterans
went to public universities
and colleges under the Ha-
zlewood Exemption. which
Kicks 1n after federal ben-
efits under the G.1. Bill are
exhausted. But the price
tag has increased sevenfold
since 2009, when legisla-
(ors 1n Texas — which
has the country’s second-
highest veteran population.
.7 million — allowed the
benefit to be passed on to
veterans’ children under a
legacy provision

“Everybody's heart was
in the nght place when we
added all the other beneh-
clanes, said Republican
Sen. Kel Seliger, chairman
of the Senate’s higher edu
cation committee. But, he
added, "1t just got too high
of a price tag.”

Now, amid nsing legacy
costs and concern that
a federal lawsuit over
residency could push the
benefit's ammual hgure to
$2 bilhon. policymakers
must carefully balance
state politics and hiscal
conservativism with com
mitments made to veterans
during World War ||

Of the 10 states with the
most veterans, only [llinois
and Texas waijve all tuition
and tees tor veterans who

meet program require-
ments, according to a
Texas Legislative Budget
Board report. And Texas
1s the only state of the 10
to offer full tuition and fee
waivers to children, the re-
port said, a decision made
in 2009 in tandem with
expanding the benefit to
include spouses of veterans
who were injured, missing
or killed in action.

About 39,000 Texas
residents used the benehit
last fiscal year. at a cost of
$169 million, according
to the Texas Legislative
Budget Board. That's 576
percent more than before
the legacy expansion, when
only about 10,000 used
the exemption at a cost of
nearly $25 milhion

Most of the cost of the
program falls to the higher
education institutions,
other than $11.4 million
from a new state fund
that dispersed Hazlewood
reimbursement money this
hscal year.

About $1 milhon of
that went to Texas State
University, which educated
more Hazlewood recipients
than any other state publi
university last hiscal year

Marcy Garcia. 58, dis
covered she was ehigible
for her husband s benent
in 2012, two years after
she enrolled 1n classes at
[exas State Umiversity. It
treed her “from worrving’
about where my tuition
was going to come from,
and allowed her to focus
on education, said Garcia.
whose husband 18 a dis

abled Vietnam veteran. She
expects to graduate 1n May.

Rufus Coburn, execu-
tive director of the Texas
Veterans Commission, said
participation is relatively
low 1n part because federal
benefits must be maxed out
first. But many fear that-a
successful challenge to the
program s “hxed-point res-
idency clause”™ may cause
costs to spiral. The clause
requires that beneficianes
be legal Texas residents
when they enlist

A military veteran from
Georgia who was lrving 1n
Houston challenged that
requirdment 1in a 2014 law
suit. A federal judge ruled
the requirement uncon
stitutional 1n January and
the student was entitied
to the beneht. Texas has
appealed the ruling. which
NOME WOITY may prompi
other veterans to relocate
to Texas to take advantage
of a tree education

C obarn says that concern
1s premature. I don 't think
the sky 1s talhing.” he said
“States aren t going 1o 1¢€¢
ommend that their veterans
go somewhere else

Juan Ramires said most
veterans he knows want to
relocate near family and -
aren t beneht-shopping

\fter being discharged
from the U'S Air Force
the 30-year-old Ramire/
moved to San Antonio to
reunite with relatives He
15 using his Hazlewood
beneht to study cruminal
justice and expects to earn
AN assoCiale
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What to watch: Dueling rallies,

By Will Weissert
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AUSTIN-— There's not
Likely to be cake-cutting
this time. but conservatives
who oppose same-sex mat
nage in. Iexas are staging
a Capitol steps rally with
outspoken gay rights op-
ponent Roy Moore

Moore. the chiet justice
of the Alabama Supreme
Court, made headlines
nationally by instructing
his state s probate judges
0 refuse 1SsuIng same-sex
marmage licenses after a
federal judge declared Ala-
bama's same-sex marnage
ban unconstitutional

In response to Moore's
appearance Monday after-
noon, gay nghts advocates
are holding a family 1ce
cream social elsewhere 1n
the Capitol

Such tit-for-tat 1s nothing
new. Last month, Repub- .
lican state lawmakers and
social conservatives held
a party marking the 10th
anniversary of voters’
approval of Texas' gay
marriage ban. They even
crowded together to cut
pink and white wedding
cake.

That prompted ban op-
ponents to popularize the
Twitter hashtag #hatecake.

Here are other upcoming
issues at the Texas Capitol:
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Scientists say that the best time to
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‘PARENT TRIGGER:
Senate education leaders
are mulhing a proposal
allowing a majonty of
parents 1n a school district
o petition to close strug
gling public schools 1n just
Iwo years, rather than the
current five. Advocates say
energizing communities
via “parent tngger rules
can force improvements at
schools even without hay
Ing to close them outright
T'he bill 1s pending 1in com
mittee but should advance
lo the full Senate soon

REVERSE ‘STAND
YOUR GROUND' BILL:
A proposal by Houston
Democratic Rep. Gar-
net Coleman to restngl
when Texans are allowed
10 use deadly force n
self-defense 1s pending
in committee and faces a
murky future. It seeks to
limit Texas™ “stand your
ground” law to authonze
using deadly force only 1f
a person 1s 1n danger and
can't safely retreat — un-
less they are at home. Cur-
rent Texas law 1s stmilar
to Flonda's well-known
statute and says people
can use deadly force in
most self-defense cases
without a duty to retreat
Coleman’s proposal seeks
o compel the potential
victim 1o try and retreat,
but makes an exception for
people at home.

Fun Facts Sponsored by

"OLIAGE

3 West Texas Since 1981”

I l L =

‘parent trigger, DOB limits

BIRTHDAY CONFI-
DENTIAL: Sunnvvale
Republican Rep Cindy
Burkett s bill would ex
empt lexans birth dates
trom being disclosed under
requesis made using the
lexas Public Information
Act. Sumilar measures to
shield public employees
birthdates from open
records scrutiny stalled in
previous legislative ses
stons. IU's too early to tell
if Burkett's will advance.
but if so. 1t would apply to
everyone statewide

HOUSE BUDGET:
House budget wrniters are
expected, perhaps as soon
as Tuesday. to send a new
hudget up for a full vote
sO that spending haggling
with the Senate can begin
The bare-bones draft bud
get the House began with
in January spent close to
$ 100 bilhion. but that price
tag will nse to reflect more
dollars for an ambitious
border secunty package
and repairs to crumbling
state buildings. Settling
on a two-year budget
comes down to the wire
in every l140-day session,
but negotiations between
GOP budget chiets in the
House and Senate could be
particularly tense this year
amid differences on how to
deliver some of the biggest
tax cuts that Texas has seen
in a decade.
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*  Because that's when a dip in body temperature makes us feel sleepy.
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STATEBRIEFS

FORT WORTH
Vandals strike church
garden 3 times

Vandals struck the
of a Fort Worth
church three
times this week, taking the
head and a hand of a Jesus
statue, a marble angel and

plaques.

ﬁw mutilation to the
Jesus statue and the disap-
pearance of the angel was
discovered Monday at the
Church of Christ the King
& All Saints. The vandals
then returned Tuesday and
Wednesday nights, taking
memonal plaques.

Steve Murray, senior
warden of the church’s
vestry, told the Fort Worth
Star-Telegram that the
vandals made off with
|5 of 24 metal memonal
plaques, which are worth
about $190 each. Replac-
ing the statue will cost an
estimated $2,700.

Thieves also took a brass
plate embossed with a
Bible verse that covered

. the opening to a colum-

. barium.

A police spokesman said
detectives are
investigating

VALLEY MILLS

Trains derailments

in Texas, Colorado
over weekend

While a crew worked
Sunday to clean up the
scene 1n Central Texas
where the derailment of
about a dozen train cars
resulted in an industnal
solvent leaking from one
tanker, a train jumped 1ts
tracks 1in northern Colo
rado. dumping coal tfrom
more than two dozen cars

Spokesmen with BNSF
Railway said Sunday 1t
wasn 1 yet known what
caused either derailment
NO Injunes were reported

In Texas. the cars
derailed Saturday evening
e dar \‘1l|t.“_k Mills. a town
about 25 miles northwesi
of Waco. Texas Depan
ment of Public Satety
spokesman Trooper D L
Wilson said that about tour
homes were evacuated as
4 precaution Residents
returned home around Y
p.m

Wilson said they inihally
thought methanol was
lcaking. but later discoy
cred it was dimethyltor
mamide. which it inhaled
Cdn Ccause nausea and
vomiting

BNSFE Railway spokes
man Joe Faust said about
7,000 gallons ot the Ham
mable hguid spitled but
It has been contained and
POSES NO threat. He said the
cleanup should be hinished
by late Sunday night

In C olorado. the dam
aged tracks had to be
shut down tor repairs and
cleanup There was no
timetable tor when the
track might reopen

GARLAND
Police say man kills
mother’s boyfriend
during fight

Police in a Dallas suburb
say a 3|-year-old man
called them after fa-
tally shooting his mother’s
65-year-old live-in boy-
friend during a fight.

Garland police said
Joseph Robic had gone
Saturday afternoon to visit
his mother. She wasn’t
home but her live-in
boyfriend, Ray Keech, was
there. Police said that an
argument between the men
then turned into a physi-
cal altercation, with Robic
pulling a pistol he was car-
rying and shooting Keech.

Police said Robic then
called police to report the
shooting.

Robic was being held on
a charge of murder Sunday
in the Garland Degention
Center. Bond has not yet
been set and a jail ofhcial
did not have attorney infor-
mation for him.

AUSTIN

J. Cole shines like
true star at South by
Southwest festival

J. Cole helped close the
annual South by Southwest
festival with a top notch
performance that proved
he’s not just one of rap’s
best performers, but music
in general

Cole was a crowd
favonte at ACL Live at the
Moody Theater in Aus-
tin. delivering his smart
rhymes like they were club
anthems

As he entered the stage.
Cole paused to take in the
loud cheers trom the
audience

“Don’t get 1t twisted. |
don’t care 1t you only lLike
one song or just the hrst
album.” he told the tever-
ish crowd 1n Texas during
the maddle of his set. It
you came through tonight
to show love. | appreciate
You.

Cole s performance
started Saturday and ended
early Sunday morming
He kicked oft his set wath
‘Nobody 's Pertect” tfrom
his 2011 debut album, but
switched to tracks from his
cntically-acclaimed third
release. “2014 Forest Hills
Dnive.” including “Wet
Dreamz. “A Tale ot 2 (1t
ez and “kFire Squad.

'he Grammy -nominated
performer, whose was
mentored by Jay Z and 1»
signed to his Roc Nation
management company.
has launched his own label
called Dreamville Cole s
signees, Bas. Cozz and
Omen, also pertormed
Saturday

Cole also pertormed his
popular hits hke “Work
Out (an't Get Enough
and "Crooked Smile
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My heart is set on keeping your
decrees to the very end.
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@ Midiand Amateur Radio Club,
7:30 p.m., clubhouse, Loop 250 and
Lamesa Road; 561-9729. \
I Tal City VFW Post 7208, 1303
E. Taylor Ave., bingo games 7 p.m.

Midiand Chamber of Commerce's
annual State of Education luncheon
's Wednesday at Midiand Center
Panelists are Rick Davis, Midiand ISD
board president; Tim Leach, CEO of
Concho Resources; Clarence Schar-
bauer i, Scharbaver :
and Susan Spratien, vice president
Permian Affairs of Pioneer Natural
Resources.

Moderator is Laura Roman,
chairman of the chamber's board of
dwrectors.

Lunch will be served beginning 11
a.m., program begins at 11:25 am.
Tickets are $30 for members and $45
for non-members. For more informa-
hon, call 683-3381 or visit www.
midiandtxchamber.com

Traffic signals
downtown

Traffic signais at four intersections
along Missoun Avenue in downtown
Midiand have been converted 1o
all-way stop signs. The intersec-
tions — at “A” Manenfeld, Colorado
ang Luraine streets — no longer
warrant traffic signais after the city's
Transportation Division reviewed
signals for tming changes and other
mantenance activities. This change
s expected to reduce overall delay for
motonsts in those iNtersechons

The signais wil' remain in place
with flashing red lights for at least
WO weeks IC alert motonsts 10 the

change

Source City of Midland

Bustin’ for Badges

Bustin for Badges. a clay shoot
lournament 10 benefit local law
enforcement. 1S planned for Aprni
30-May 1 at Windwalker Farms. al
2551 County Road 2801 in Stanton
Funds raised will be used for bullet
proof Vests and training equipment
for officers

FOr more information or 10 register
30 to www bustinforbadges org The
Jeadiine 0 register 15 Apnl 24

What's on the radio

News tailk
KCRS (AM 550
6-9 am. The Morning Drive with
Robert Halimark angd Kurt Verie
3-11 am Lynn Woolley
11am-Z pm Rush Limbaugh
m Dave Ramsey
m Local news reports
b m Qoger HeagecoCk
9-midrught Hugh Hewntt
Midrught-6 a m Coast 1o Coast
with George Noory
web hitD "www newstalkkcrs comr

M

LF

-
-

-
-
-
-4
£~

T D O

KWEL (AM 1070 FM 107 1
5-10 a m Morming Show with
~raig Anderson

10 a m -noon. Herman Cawr
Noon-2 pm Gilenn Beck
2-5pm n Hannity

yweb hitp 'www kwel com

Sport talk
KMND (AM 1510

6-9am Mike and Mike in the
Morning

Jam -noon The Herd with Cohr
Lowherd

Noon-3 pm The Dan Patnck
Show

Other options

Contemporary Chnstian KFR|
(FM B8 7). KLVW (FM 90 5)

NPR KOCV (FM 91 3,

How sick are you?

Midiand Memorial Hospral s
offering a nurse tnage program
B8-NURSE ™

The program s designed 10 help
people determine whether thew
health sftuation warrants a inp 1o the
emergency room. Midiand residents
can call the ine Dy dialing 686-8773

The program is free and available
24 hours a day-365 days a year
LOCal nurses are available 10 help you
determine the best place 10 receive
care for your situation. 68-NURSE

can help you save time and money by

girecting you 10 the most appropr-
ale healthcare option, whether it's
a neighborhood clinc, urgent care
center, emergency room ... Of just
Staying home

Today in history

Today is Monday, March 23, the
82nd day of 2015 There are 283 days
oft in the year.

On this date:

in 1980, the romantic comedy
Gere and Jullia Roberts, was released
by Buena Vista Pictures.

in 2011, Academy Award-winning
actress Elizabeth Taylor died in Los
atage 79 .
years ago: An ata
BP ol refinery in Texas City killed 15
people. Truck driver Tyrone Williiams
was convicted in federal court in
Houston for his role in the 2003
deaths of 19 he was
smuggling across tAfter intiaily
recemng a life sentence. Wilkams
was resentenced in January 2011 1o

muﬁhm)

Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, speaks at the International Association of Firefighters (IAFF) Legislative
Conference and Presidential Forum in Washington on March 10. Cruz plans to announce Monday

that he is running for president.

Cruz to become first major

By Steve Peoples

Assoctated Press

WASHINGTON -
lTexas Republican Sen. Ted
Cruz will become the first
major candidate for presi-
dent when he launches his
campaign Monday. kicking
off what's expected to be
a rush over the next few
weeks of more than a doz
en White House hopefuls
into the 2016 campaign

Cruz will formally get
into the race duning a
morning speech at Liberty
University in Lynchburg.
Virgima. choosing to begin
his campaign at the Chns
tan college founded by the
Rev. Jerry Falwell rathe:
than his home state of Tex-
as or the early voung states
of lowa and New Hamp-
shire. It's a iitting setting
for Cruz, a 44-year-old tea
party darling whose entny
into the 2016 campaign
drew cheers Sunday among
tellow conservatives

“The othicial Repub
ican pool of candidates
will take a quantum leap
torward with his announce
ment tomorrow. said Amy
Kremer, the former head
of the Tea Panty Express
Cruz s announcement. she
saird. “will excite the base
IN a way we haven 1 seen
in vadars |

Elected tor the hirst time
Just three years ago. when

' he detfeated an estabhish

ment hgure in lexas -
pohitics with decades of
expenience 1n ofhce. Cruz
has hinted openly tor more
than a year that he wants to
move down Pennsylvama
Avenue trom the Senate
and into the White House
His plans were confirmed
Sunday by one of his polit-
ical strategists. who spoke -
to The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity
SO ds not to pn:t.‘lmh: the
dnnouncement

While Cruz 1s the first
Rt:plihllL'iin to declare his
candidacy. he 1s all but cer-

- tain to be followed by se\
- eral big names in the GOP
including former Flonda

ol

Gov. Jeb Bush, Wisconsin
Gow Scott Walker and
Iwo Senate colleagues,
Kentucky s Rand Paul and
Flonda's Marco Rubio

The Houston Chronicle
first reported details aboul
Cruz’s campaign launch
His move puts him into
pole position among those
whose strategy to win
the nomination counts on
courting the party’'s mosl
conservative voters, who
hold an outsized influence
in the Republican nominat-
INE Process

“Cruz 1s going to make
It tough tor all of the can
didates who are highting (o
emerge as the champion
of the anti-establishment
wing of the party. said
GOP strategist Kevin
Madden. “That 1s starting
1o ook like quite a scrum
where lots of candidates
will be throwing some
sharp elbows.”

Following his election to
the Senate 1n 2012, the for
mer fexas solicitor general
quickly estabhished himselt
AS AN uUNCOMpromising
conservative willhing to take
on Democrats and Repub
licans alike. He won praise
Irom tca party activists in
201 3 tor leading the GOP '«
push to partially shut the
federal government during
an unsuccesstul bid to
block money for President
Barack Obama's health
care law

In December. Cruz de
hed party leaders to torce a
vote on opposing Obama s
execulive actions on 1m-
migration. The strategy
tarled. and led several of
his Republican colleagues
to call Cruz out. “You
should have an end goal
in nghl 1 }Hu‘n: going (o
do these lypes ol Ihlnga
and | don t see an end goal
other than mitating a lot of
people.” said Utah Repub
lican Sen. Ormin Hatch

Such admonitions mean
litde to Cruz. who wins
over crowds of hike-minded
conservative voters with
his broadsides against
Obama. Congress and the

CALIFORNIA
Gov. Brown calls
Ted Cruz ‘unfit’ to run
for president

SACRAMENTO — Cal-
ifornia Gov. Jerry Brown
says U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz’
views on climate change
make the Texas Republican
unfit to run for president

~and that he would entertain

making another bid for the
White House himself if he
were younger.

Brown, a Democrat who

[ turns 77 next month, made

the remarks during an in-
terview that ajred on “Meet

the Press” on Sunday. Host.

Chuck Todd asked the gov-
emor to respond to a video
clip of Cruz telligg Seth

FROM WIRE REPORTS

Meyers of “Late Night”
earhier in the week that sci-
ence and the snow he had
just encountered in New
Hampshire undermine the
dire warnings of global
warming “alarmists.”
Brown didn’t waste any
time in labeling Cruz’
comment as false and
countering that 90 percent
of the scientists who study
climate change believe it
s real, human-caused and
prpducing extreme weather
of all kinds. =
“Cruz-“betokens suc
a level of ignorance and
a direct falsification of
existing
shocking, and I think that
man has rendered himself
abisolutely.unfit to be run-

‘ning for office,” he said.

ONSETOCRUZ

=

if 1 could go back in the
scientific data, it’s

candidate to jump into 2016 race

federal government. One
of the nation's lop L‘U“L'gL‘
debaters while a student at
Princeton University, Cruz
continues to be a leading
voice for the health law’s
repeal. and promises to
abolish the Internal Rev-
enue Service and scrap the
Department of Education 1
¢lected prun:dcm

LLast weekend in New
Hampshire. one voter
gave Cruz a blank check
and told him 1o wnite 1t
lor whatever amount he
necded

‘He s awtully good at
making promises that he
hnows the GOP can 't Ll.:t‘["’
and pushing for unachiey
able goals, but he seems
very popular with nght
wing. said veteran Repub
lican strategist John Feeh
ery. "Cruz s a lot smanter
than the typical darhng of
the nght. and that makes
him more dangerous o
guys like Scott Walker and
Rd:ﬂd Paul

I'he son of an Amencan
mother and Cuban-born
tather, Cruz would be the
nation s first Hispanic
["'IL“\IL]L'I” W hile 1in New
Hampshire this month
C ruz told voters s
daughter. Caroline. had
given him permission to
jomn the presidential race in
the hopes that the famly
pupph would gct 1o [’*Ltf\ OT)
the W hite House lawn 1n
stead of near their Houston
high-rise condo

“It vou win. that means
Snowfllake will hinally get
4 backyard to pee in.” Cruz
sard his daughter told him

[O gl there. Cruz knows
he needs to reach out be-
vond his base. He 1s set to
release a book this summer
that he said would reflect
themes of his White House
campaign. and said n a
recent Associlated Press
interview he will use 1t to
counter the “cancatures”
of the nght as “stupd.”
‘evil or “crazy.”

“T'he image created n
the mainstream media does
not comply with the facts.”
he said

Cruz’ press secretary did
not respond to a call and
e-mail seeking comment
Sunday.

Todd asked Brown if he
would be running for presi-
dent in 2016 if he were 10
years younger. Brown, who
Is serving a fourth and final
term as California’s gover-
nor, previously sought the
Democratic nominations in
1976, 1989 and 1992. He
imitially answered “Yes,”
then gualified his response
to say “I can’'t say.”

“Iye rafl three times. So,

time machine and be 66,
you know, 1 might jump
in,” he said. “But that's

Associated Press
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best-suited for major

. doctor’s visits and

'Midland Memorial
responded to rising bad
debt in October 2010 by

that wrote off percent
of a bill. That policy was
increased to a S0 percent
self-pay discount in Octo-
ber 2014. Bowerman said

that the policy was enacted
to help the hospital’s poor-
est clients pay some of the

From IA
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“Even it we stop adding
o the inventory, we 're
stll sitting on this storage

+ we ve butlt up over the last

tour months.” said Peter
Kucera. who specializes in
o1l markets and the down-
stream secCctor as an assocl
ate director at the energ)
data analysis hrm [HS

LS. refiners may be
able to blunt the ndal wave
of o1l. but they don’t have
enough capacity to draw
down the rapidly swelling
supphies signihicantly

T'he nation has enough
crude otl in sorage to
supply refinenes for nearly
a month. according to the
LS. Energy Information
Administration s projec
Ltlons about refinery runs in
March

“We have a rehining
system that s maxed out.
and we have production
that continues to inch
up. Kucera said. “It's a
system that s really run out
of options for additional
absorption.

lo resolve the supply-

- demand imbalance that has

pulled pnices down. pro-
ducticn has to waver, and
analysts don't expect that
to happen anytime soon
While o1l companies

have started to cut back.
slashing budgets, idhing
ngs and deferring projects.
it could take months for

From 1A

T'he early-morning hours
continue to be among the
most dangerous times for
driving in both regions. In
the Eagle Ford and Perm-
1an Basin for the past few
years, 5 a.m. has been the
hour when more serious
accidents occurred than
any other time of day.

Men were involved in

more than 60 percent of the

serious or fatal accidents
in both the Eagle Ford and
Permian Basin. :
Sincc “eptember,
TxXDOT nhas been trying
to send road creWvs, some
from other parts of the
state, to help make road
repairs
Eagle Ford Shale proj-
ects include: .

u ' $5.8
millon 1o Texas 97, FM

1099 and FM 1344 in Wil

son and Atascosa counties.
B Widening and repair

traumatic events but not for

offering a self-pay discount

ickly in the Eagle

... it will happen where
benefits will be cut, and
you're going to have some
companies shut out. Then,
an employer can basically
cherry pick an employee.
That’s when you'll see an
employer cut benefits or
charge for benefits.”

Follow Rye at @druzin_
Journo

Charity:
FY 2011: $14 231
FY 2012: $12,483,786
FY 2013: $10,.273,567
FY 2014: $12,567,290

Self-pay payments*
FY 2011;: $3,673.453
FY 2012: $4,151,856
FY 20173: $4,457 952
FY 2014: $3.402.973

*: Original 25 percent
self-pay discount started
Oct. 2010; seif-pay discount
increased to 50 percent ef-
fective Oct. 2014

those measures to begin
shrinking o1l supplies.

“We think prices and the
overall oversupply situ-
ation are probably going
lo stay with us up to the
middie of the year,” said
Kurt Barrow, an analyst at
IHS. noting that domestic
o1l pnices in the meantime
could tumble below $40
per barrel |

LS. benchmark West
lexas Intermediate crude
ended last week 's trading
at $45.72 per barrel

'he ng count fell again
last week. and the Energy
Department reported that
production has begun to
taper off 1n three U.S.
shale regions — the Eagle
Ford in Texas, the Bak-
ken in North Dakota and
the Niobrara 1n Colorado,
Wyoming. Nebraska and
Kansas — but overall
output 1s expected to chimb
shightly 1in the next month
because of more efficient
drilling

The o1l price free-fall
has been a boon for refin-
ers. which responded fo
plunging prices by pushing
their operations to the limit
when they weren’t down
for the scheduled mainte-
nance called tumarounds.

In the fourth quarter of
2014, San Antonio-based
Valero Energy s refinenes
operated at 98 percent of
their capacity, processing
about 2.7 million barrels
per day

of FM 1916 in Dimmat
County just south of Car-
rzo Springs, at a cost of
around $999,000.

Permian Basin projects
include:

B Repairs of $2.6 mil-
lion on U.S. 190 in Crock-
ett County, RM 2469 in
Inon County and RM 2401
in Glasscock County.

B An | |-mile, $2.8 mil-
lion repair to the damaged
edges of FM 652 in Loving
County from the Pecos
River to the New Mexico
state line.

B In 22013 repont,
the Texas nt of
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Coast that point to signs of
rain for central and north-
ern New Mexico.

Meteorologist Andrew
Church said any precipita-
tion would help alleviate
the state as it endures a
five-year drought.

He said the state also
needs to prepare for pos-
sible flash flooding if the
warming temperatures
make for a strong monsoon
season.

The National Weather
Service said water surface
temperatures in the Pacific
near the east equator and
along the West Coast were
this warm in the month of
March was 1941.

NEW YORK !' A radio-controlied drone appears in flight during an International Urone Day event at an elementary school in Roseburg, Ore. Construction of the nation's first ut
aircraft business park,.called Grand Sky, is 10 begin in May at Grand Forks Air Force Base, N.D.. on March 15 It is one six sites around the country testing

Starbucks baristas | arcrat
stop writing ‘Race
Together’ on cups
Starbucks baristas will

no longer write “Race
Together” on customers’

=

’ - €<
B}' [)a\'e l\()lpack Hipclull} we will start hearing the roar of unmanned (et engines changed to unmanned as:

cups starting Sunday, end- Associated Press coming into the Grand Forks Air Force Base ™ I'he base had housed heavy
Ing a visible component ' | bombing operations for morn
of the company’s diver- FARGO, N.D. — The roar of S WS D M) years and refueling tankers |
sity and racial inequality mammoth Air Force bombers S Wl 0 O e S0 years The last B- 1B Lane
campaign that had sparked | and tanker planes has long been departed the tacility in 1994
wudcsp;ead criicism in the | silenced at the Grand Forks Air Falls Church, Virgima, has already  space school and a nearby techni the tinal tankers lett mn 2
week since it took effect Force Base. but backers of the signed a letter of intent to anchoi cal school: government support YNNG the numbetr

The company had nation’s first unmanned aircraft the park and more big names private equity hnancing and lots ol hase has decreased t i
planned all along to end business park say the drones are are likely to follow suit. Grand alrspace about 1300 while the nunthes
lhc CUP mﬂh‘*ﬂgt‘—'h Ol L‘rcullng a huf_; ’\i\‘h ”L“hL'h’l[‘*lHL‘l]l PI'L‘HILiL'IH lom | he [’mw.!hlhh Ol LI.HHIK'I”UIH bs i v $i !,
Sunday and continue the Construction on the Gr: : Swover said. He added he me , . . y rOMO , sl _,‘“1‘ o s

] ¢ Grand Sk} YOI Sald ¢ adacd ne mel lth_.tllﬂy_ under the same roof als more than S (IX) to ab

campaign morc hl’ﬂ&ldl}i grnundu won't hikely ht‘giﬂ until with representatives irom two 1S @ good thing. Rlldtl”"h sard SWONET estimates 1l
Slurbuckg spokesman Jim May. but national and international  prospective companies last week This |~,,t~u~‘ young of an indu h_i.h_'.l* ;‘:,;,;,ﬁl._”hri o ,
Olson said. companies are jockeying for posi including a “household name 1n ry to worry about your compel l '_“1 el i tu . ' |

T'he cups were  just tion 1n the | .. t-mllm'n-h'-luun:-Inm the unmanned system industry ton, he said. “"We're investing in .r'”“- i - b o
the catalyst for a larger park that sits near the former alert  that he would not identity North Dakota because we think POOReS £ CAINPES. Hi S
conversation, and Star- pad where bombers and tankers “Companies in the industry are this 1s where the nght people are HICATI. S cOmpanic L
bucks will sull hold forum | were poised for takeoff on a mo starting to take notice.” Swoyer going to come together to solv L R R
discussions, co-produce ment's notice sard. “We re getung a lot of input the problems of the United States NI VISE DN Sang
special sections in USA North Dakota 1s one six sites One company looking to get NOL everyone 1s as optimistic ind development
TODAY and put more around the country testing un into the _L‘rnnmf foor of Grand Sk about the tuture of drones Ai Ihe facility wi
SLOTES In munority com- manned aircraft, for which some s Smart C2, a fledghng software \ssociated Press poll conducted i HANZATS. OTICes. shops. fabol
munities as part of the Amenicans have lingering con business that picked North Dakota  December showed that 33 percen WIS Ay |
Race T”gﬂhcr iniatve, cerns about primu:md safety tor 1ts home base because of the of Amerncans oppose using drone the irst commercial park
*‘L‘““dl_ng o 4 Compan) The new park’s tenants are likely state s commitment to unmanned o monitor or spray crops. while nanned and unmanned
iy from CEO Howard o be researching and developing arrcraft. Stuart Rudolph, company another third support it Only 2 Cdn Tahe Ot Trom the
SChUllZ said. drones for a host of dpl‘illkd“l}[]x I"IL‘HItiL‘IH and C EO). said the pulk percent favor using drones tog W '

Thc campaign has been farming, law enforcement. en will have all the key players 1in om .u'l!.:l' photography Hopetu
criticized as opportunistic ergy. infrastructure management \pace o E-ven so. the park 1s expected INE Toar ol cd 1}
and inapproprate, com- public safety. coastal security ‘Grand SKy 1s going to be the 1o bring thousands of jobs to thi: ming mto the ]
Ing in the wake of racially military training. search and res melting pot.”” Rudolph said H part of northeastern North Dakot. oree B
Lhdrgt‘d events such as na- cue and disaster [CSPonse noted n"lht'! favorable tactors. suc! 4 boon given that that the numbx
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' Roar of bombers replaced' by drone buzz in North Dakota

\pdfk p!’lKjUL'lHt: conver
sations about race while
serving drinks

The ?hdhC-HU[IHHH{ d [.-litl-h y d HITLIC :":T 1 .k;'".'IH]I];' 11
reaction to that pushback. =
Olson said. “Nothing 1s y
changing. It's all part of ( l{/f]{ )’(-"
the cadence of the timeline -
we originally planned. . V- ,

He echoed the compan) Look for 1t in Luesdays edition of the Reporter- lelegram
memo, saying of the Race
Together initiative, “We 're
leaning into it hard.”

Schultz’s note to em-
ployees acknowledged the
skeptics as an anticipated
part of the outreach.

“While there has been
criticism of the initiative

and | know this hasn’t
been easy for any of you
- let. me assure you that
we didn’t expect universal
praise,” it read.

He said the campaign al
its core aims (o make sure
that “the promise of the
Amencan Dream should N A'S
be availgble to every per- a—————— =
son 1n this country, pot just PR %

x select e PREVIEW PARTY W ARTS FESTIVAL

But the campaign didn™t
sit well with some Star- Friday Mareh 2 L Inn lolun saturday March

bucks customers. Man
elsewhere that they didn’t
want a debate with their
brew.

At a Starbucks in Pitts-
field Township, Michigan,
near Ann Arbor, two
customers said on Sunday
they didn’t think a coffee
shop was the right place
for race relations dialogue.

Ninette Musili, a jumior
bio-molecular science
major at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, said the
campaign seemed to her
like an &m publicity
stunt that wasn't executed

g

many

cized Starbucks, she

to the shops either .

class or later inthe day to - °

study. At neither time does
- she want to discuss race

8. 10 8-
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ever do is tb"Arﬂ:c-'d.
hm. Mhlhlm tohjscumtry'smoﬂnnpdlﬂdly:lhe

ptmwhem for those of  United States. ey gﬂmmmvoﬁngl ‘ “?'*"".
uswhohhwthﬂNmylhuuthenght Even so, how a politician conducts Democrats has been effective. So the GOP  they will likely make their voices heard
person to lead Israel. himself also counts for a lot. And the keeps repeating it. In doing so, Repub- and their demands clear.

He certainly knows how to pull off an circumstances surrounding Netanyahu's licans don’t seem to care that they are luulhumghchnllemfaexgn
upset. Even though Israel has plenty of victory give new meaning to the phrase angering and alienating Latino voters. and domestic, without opening
domestic challenges — economic inequal- ~Winning ugly. Just as Israeli Arabs are angry, and mmd:andﬁnﬂmcﬁVMm
ity, ethnic divisions, political tension — a Just how ugly did it get? Well, the likely to be further alienated, by Netan- - tion. So if he wants to govemn y
majority of its voters seem to have put Isracli prime minister may have been yahu's election-day warning that leftist Numyahunwdsmshowmmcmmnon
security first by re-electing Netanyahu and  in the Middle East, but the pro-security organizations were busing people to the and make amends with his country’s Arab

his Likud Party. For all his shortcomings,
Netanyahu seems like he spends every
waking hour thinking about the threats to
Israel and how to thwart them. Some of
those threats are coming from lran, which
Netanyahu and many others believe can-
not be trusted and will never relent in its
quest for a nuclear weapon.

In politics, commitment counts for a lot.
And Netanyahu is so dedicated to keeping
Israel safe that he is willing to stand up

lDow

committing voter fraud.

OUR VIEW

e really need new
federal fracturing
regulations?

pproximately three years in the making. the U.S. Depan
ment of the Intenor’s Bureau of Land Management has un-

A

Members of the Perrman Basin's o1l and gas industry have called
the proposed rules a solution in search of a problem. There 1s some
ment 1n that response

Under the new rules. to take effect in June, companies that dnll
on federal lands must disclose the chemicals used in hydraulic
fracturing on the FracFocus website within 30 days of the
operatons

This 1s a rule already tfollowed by those o1l and gas operators

" who work throughout the state of Texas. The Lone Star State was

the first in the nation to require such disclosures and has served as
a model for other states that have enacted their own such
requirements

While this may not have any signihcance to West Texas opera-
tors — after all. Texas has almost no federal lands — 1t could be
significant to those operators who also operate in New Mexico.
which does have federal lands

It could increase the cost of the wells they plan to dnll and the
additional layers of bureaucracy could slow dnilling activity

The hrst question to be asked 1s why such duplication of regula-
tions 1s at all necessan

The second question to be asked 1s how does this impact how the
states oversee o1l and gas operations within their borders: Will the
states retain prnimary oversight’

As Ben Shepperd. president of the Permian Basin Petroleum As
sociation earhier wondered, will this open the doorfor other tederal
agencies to chime in with their own regulations’

It remains to be seen if the regulations meet Intenor Secretary
Sally Jewell s stated goal of continuing responsible development of
resources on federal lands while assunng the public that develop
ment 1s being done sately and transparently

1l and gas production on federal lands has been on the de-
chine. And that should be a concern to everyone because those
lands don't belong to the government. They belong to us. and the
royalties and rental bonuses o1l companies pay to produce o1l and
natural gas from those dands go to pay our pQlice and firefighters.
our military. the military, maintain infrastructure and educate our
children

We applaud regulauons that ensure our resources are developed
safely and responsibly We shouldn't accept undue regulations that
only raise barmers
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From the Left | Doonesbury

vetled 1ts new rules government fracturing on federal lands. _

leader sounded like he was running for re-_
election as an anti-immigrant Republican
in the American Southwest.

You may recall that, in states such
as Arizona and New Mexico, the GOP
routinely scares up votes by convincing
people who are already terrified of chang-
ing demographics that they should also be
worried about illegal immigrants making
an organized grab for political power by

=)
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in droves.”
out focused on security,

polls and that “Arab voters are coming out

Netanyahu's campaign may have started
ity, but it ended on

a note of racism, demagoguery and fear.
In the United States, some conservatives
have long compared the Israeli leader to and every
Winston Churchill. When it comes to Iran,
the comparison rings true. But when he
sowed ethnic division in order to scare

up political support, Netanyahu sounded

community.

This may have already gotten through.
On election night, Neunyahu promised
to help put together “a strong and stable
government that will be able to take care
of the security, safety and welfare of each
citizen of Israel.”

Did you catch that last part? “Each and
every citizen.” Netanyahu knows full well
what he did. Now he has to do whatever
he can to undo it.

Can Israel remain a democracy?

B Netanyahu's disavowal of a two-state
solution provides real worry

leven years ago. | carried my infant daughter
Elnltl a synagogue basement and plunged her
tiny body. head to toe, underwater

She emerged sputtening and coughing. then
wailing. and the procedure, immersion in a Jewish
rtual bath called mikvah, felt barbanc. But 1t was
for an important reason: Her mother 1sn 't Jewish,
and by Jewish custom — and Israel law — the
faith 1s passed on by matrilineal descent, so |
converted my daughter. Making sure she 1s Jewish
in the eyes of the Jewish state gives me peace of
mind. If the Gestapo ever comes again. she and
her descendants will have a place to go

Such a threat seems unimaginable now. There
probably never has been a better time or place to
be a Jew than in 21st-century Amernica. Yet there
remains a deep sense of anxiety — some might
say paranoia — hard-wired into Jews by centunes
of persecution

Israel. the Jewish state. 1s the antidote to this
fear. The Law of Return. enacted by David Ben-
Gunon's government 1in 1950, guarantees Israel
citizenship to ali Jews who move to Israel. This
was meant 1o guarantee that Israel would remain
Jewish (Palestinians, controversially, are not
granted this right). But 1t also meant that. after the
Holocaust, and thousands of years of wandenng.
there was finally a place to which all Jews could
go. and defend ourselves, if nowhere else was safe.

This 1s why Benjamin Netanyahu's actions on
the eve of last week's Israeli elections were so
monstrous. In a successful bid to take votes from
far-nght parties, the prime minister vowed that
there would be no Palestinian state as long as he’s
In charge.

Netanyahu backed off that position after the elec-
tion, assuring American outlets NBC, NPR and Fox
News on Thursday that he still backs a two-state so-
lution, in theory. His backtracking seemed nominal
and insincere but even that gesture is reassuring, for
abandoning the idea of a Palestinian state will de-
stroy the Jewish state just as surely, if not as swiftly,
as an Iranian nuclear bomb.

This is not a matter of ideology but of arithme-
tic. Without a Palestimian state, Israel can be either
a Jewish state or a democracy, but not both. If it
annexes the Palestinian territories and remains
democratic, it will be roughly evenly split between
Jews and Arabs; if it annexes the territories and
‘suppresses the rights of Arabs, it ceases to be
democratic.

From the Right | Mallard Fillmore

DANA
MILBANK

Washington Post Writers Group

There are roughly 4.4 million Palestinians in the
West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem, and another
| .4 milhon living inside Israel. That puts them
in rough parity with Jews, who number just over
6 million. Higher Palestinian population growth
and fertility rates indicate Jews will be a minority
between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean
In a few years.

Some nght-wing outfits contest these numbers
and try to make the dubious case that Israel can
annex the Palestinian termtornies and still survive as
a democratic Jewish state. Those were the type of
voters Netanyahu was fishing for when he said he
would not allow a Palestinian state — and when
he warned on Election Day that “Arab voters are
coming out in droves.” But in the end there can be
no democratic Jewish state unless there is also a
Palestinian state.

My fniend Jeffrey Goldberg, in a powerful new
article in The Atlantic on the tenuous future of
Europe’s Jews, recalled an event he attended in the
fall with American Jewish leaders at Vice Presi-
dent Biden's residence. Biden, Goldberg recalled,
told the story of a long-ago visit with Israeli Prime
Minister Golda Meir, who told him that Israel’s
“secret weapon' was that the Jews “have no place
else to go.”

“Folks,” Goldberg quoted Biden as saying to the
American Jews, “there is no place else to go, and
you understand that in your bones. You understand
in your bones that no matter how hospitable, no
matter how consequential, no matter how engaged.,
no matter how deeply involved you are in the
Unjted States ... there’s only one guarantee. There
i1s really only one absolute guarantee, and that’s
the state of {ml §

Goldberg thought Biden had “antiquated notions
about Jewish anxiety.” And it’s true Jews are
safe and happy in thé United States today -- but
that could . This is why I pl my baby
in the mikvah. this is why | was appalled by
Netanyahu's disavowal of a two-state solution.

Without two states, there won't be even one
Jewish state if — God forbid — my daughter or
hér progeny someday have no place else to go.
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President Barack Obama
Barack Obama signed the

Care Act five years

ordinary people would see that the health care law improved their lives.

By Ricardo
Alonso-Zaldivar

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
When President Barack
Obama signed the Afford-
able Care Act five years
ago, he visualized a ime
when the political hyper-
bole would be silenced and
ordinary people would see
that the health care law
1 ved their lives.

White House
ceremony on March 23,
2010, was an applause-
filled celebration. “When
| sign this bill,” Obama
sniin “all of the overheated
rhetoric over reform will
finally confront the reality
of reform.”

But the polemic around
“Obamacare” hasn’t cooled
much, and the permanence
of the president’s achieve-
ment remains in gquestion
as the nation awaits the
outcome of a Supreme -
Court case that could jeop-
ardize insurance for nearly
8 million people.

Here's a look at the
health care law, thea and

now:

Then: 49.9 million

were uninsured
in 2010, according to the
Census Bureau.

Now: That's down
significantly, to somewhere
between 30 million and 40
million people.

The administration re-
cently estimated that 16.4
million adults have gained
insurance since the law’s
coverage provisions took
effect.

Measuring differently.
data from a large daily
survey called the Gallup-
Healthways Well-Being
Index suggests a moye
modest impact: The unin-
sured rate dropped fuom
16.3 percent in early 2010
to 12.3 percent this year
among adults 18-64, which
translates to about 9.7 mul-
lion fewer uninsured.

But the law’s precise im-
pact may not be clear for a
few years, partly because
census surveys take time.

with health conditions or
charge them higher
premiums.

Now: Insurers can’t ask
about someone’s medi-
cal history. But they can
charge smokers more.

. -
Then: Health insur-

ance was available to most
people, but the government
didn’t require them to have
It.

Now: The law requires
nearly all Americans to
have coverage, either
through an employer, a
government program or by
buying their own policies.
The uninsured risk IRS
fines.

-

Then: In Apnl 2010,

46 percent had a favorable
view of the law, while 40
percent had an unfavorable
opinion, according to the
Kaiser Family Foundation
tracking poll.

Now: Naysayers have an
edge. Forty-three percent
have an unfavorable opin-
ion, while 41 percent have
a favorable view, according
to Kaiser's latest poll.

About 3 in 5 said the law
has had no impact on their
family. The rest are divided
almost equally between the
19 percent who said they
were helped and the 22
percent who said they have
been hurt.

Then: Democrats ran
both chambers of Con-
gress. Nancy Pelosi was
speaker of the House and
Harry Reid was Senate
majority leader.

Now: Republicans
are back in charge after
Democratic losses in the
2010 and 2014 madterm
elections. Opposition
to “Obamacare  was a
motivator for conservative
voters. Pelosi and Reid are
minority leaders in then
respective chambers

Then: Losing health
Insurance was a nte ol
passage for young adults.
insurer$ routinely dropped
them from parental
coverage.

Now: Young adults can
remain on a parent's plan
until they turn 26, whether
or not they are students

-

Then: People who

bought their own health

On Sth anniversary of health
care law, still no end to debate

insurance had to pay the
full cost — making 1t unat-
fordable for many.

Now: Insurance ex-
changes like HealthCare
gov offer subsidized
COVETage.

-

Then: The final legisla
tion cut a provision that
would have authorized
Medicare to pay doctors
for counseling patients
about what kind of care
they would want in the last
stages of a serious illness.

Former GOP vice presi
dential candidate Sarah
Palin asserted that would
lead to “death panels.
Palin’s accusation was
widely debunked. but not
before it created g furor

Now: Medicare 1s
considering a regulation to
allow payment for end
of-life counseling and has
asked for public comment
Such counseling would be
voluntary, and the 1dea has
wide support in the medi
cal community

-

Then: At a rally neas
Cleveland days before the
bill passed in 2010, Obama
claimed employers would
see premiums plummet.
“which means they could
gIVe YOU a raise.

I'hat year. annual pre
miums for employer-spon
sored insurance averaged
$5.049 for employee-only
coverage and $13.770 tor
a family plan. according to
the Kaiser Famuly Founda
tlon's employer survey

Now: Premiums tor
job-based insurance have
RgONC Up

[hey averaged $6.025
for employee-only covel
age.an 2014, the most
recént year available from
Kaiser. Family coverage
averaged $16.834. The em
ployee share also went up

Supporters of the law
say premiums have risen
more slowly than would
have otherwise been the
CadscC

But employers have kept
shifting costs to work

w AP fllé photo

the healith care bill, in the East Room of the White House in Washington in 2010. When, President
ago, he visualized a time when the political hyperbole would be silenced and

ers. T'he average annual
deductible for single cover-
age was $1.2171n 2014, up
from $917 1n 2010

-

Then: The 2010
Medicare trustees report
L"-.IIIII.'.;IL'(J that wpcndmg
cuts and tax increases in
the health care law would
extend the life of the
program’s giant hospital
trust fund to 2029. Before.
it was expected to run out
in 2017

Now: The 2014 Medi
care trustees report esti-
mated that the trust fund
will be exhausted in 2030
Slowing medical inflation
has helped Medicare, even
as baby boomers reach-
ing age 65 are flocking to
enroll

['he health care law s
cuts haven't had the dire,
censequences that many
seniors feared. Congress
has passed even more
spending reductions since
2010.

Medicare's long-term
iuture remains uncertaim

-

Then: Even before
Obama signed the law,
conservatives were pre-
paring a constitutional
challenge 10 1ts require
ment that individuals carny
health insurance. A divided
Supreme Court upheld the
mandate 1in 2012, ruling
that the penalty for not
complying works hike a
tax. However. the court
;an.' stales mr..' nphhn L)
reject the law’'s Medicaid
¢xpansion

Now: A decision in the
latest case brought by op
ponents 1s expected In late
June

[ ove where you live
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By Mark Sherman
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Texas commemorates
the Confederacy in many
ways, from an annual
celebration of Confed-
erate Heroes Day each
January to monuments on
the grounds of the state
Capitol in Austin. Among
the memorials is one that
has stood for more than a
century, bearing an image
of the Confederate battle
flag etched in marble.

But you’'re out of luck
if you want to put that

' flag on your license plate

Texas says that would be
offensive.

Now the Supreme Court
will decide whether the
state can refuse to issue a
license plate featurning the
battle flag without violat-
ing the free-speech nghts
of Texans who want one
The justices hear argu-
ments Monday 1n a chal-
lenge brought by the Texas
division of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans

The group sued over the
state 's decision not to au-
thorize 1ts proposed license
plate with its logo bearing
the battle flag, similar to
plates issued by eight other
states that were members
of the Confederacy and
Maryland

The First Amendment
dispute has brought to-

gether some unlikely alhes.

including the Amerncan
Civil Liberties Union, anti-
abortion groups, Ameri-
cans United for Separation
of Church and State, civil
libertanan Nat Hentoft and
conservative satirist P.J
O Rourke

“In a free society. of-
fensive speech should
not just be tolerated, its
regular presence should be

Quasar

ENERGY SERVCES NC

Battle flag at

center of Supreme
Court free
speech case

celebrated as a symbol of
democratic health — how-
ever odorous the products
of a democtacy may be,”
Hentoff, O’ Rourke and
others said in a brief back-
ing the group.

Specialty plates are mon-
eymakers for states, and
Texas offers more than 350
varieties that took in $17.6
million last year, accord-
ing to the state Department
of Motor Vehicles. Nearly
877,000 vehicles among
more than 19 million cars,
pickup trucks and motor-
cycles registered in Texas
carry a specialty plate, the
department said

They bear messages that
include “Choose Life.”
“God Bless Texas™ and
“Fight Terronsm,  as well
as others in support of Dr.
Pepper. burrito and burger
chains, Boy Scouts, Moth-
ers Against Drunk Dniving.
blood donations, profes-
stonal sports teams and
colleges

A state motor vehicle
board rejected the Sons
of Confederate Veterans
apphication because of con
cerns 1t would offend many
Texans who believe the
flag 1s a racially charged
symbol of repression. On
the same day, the board ap
proved a plate honoring the
nation’s first black Army
units, the Buftalo Soldiers.
despite objections from
Native Amenicans over
the units roles 1in hghting
Indian tnbes 1n the West in
the late 1800s

“There are a lot of
competing racial and
ethnic concerns, and Texas
doesn’t necessanly handle
them any way but awk
wardly sometimes. said
Lynne Rambo, a protessor
at the Texas A&M Univer-
sity School of Law 1n Fort
Worth

KILL TRUCK
OPERATORS

KILL TRUCKS AVAILABLE! Quasar Energy Ser-
vices has 3 kill trucks (600 hhp) available for work
immediately. Each truck has a mixing tub, can haul
100bbl fluid, & has data aquisitions. Experienced

operators, ready to work!

Call Cell 940-736-1328 or office 940-612-3336

‘Dolly P. Doctor, MD |
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levels of contaminants (THMs) known to cause cancer...People who drink,
shower, or bathe in water containing excess THMs over many years could

experience liver, kidney or central nervous system problems and have an
increased risk of cancer, according to the EPA.” MRT

Make Sure Your Family is Safe

Our Eco-Friendly Water Filtration Systems
Remove these Cancer Causing Contaminates

before they Enter Your Home!

* Removes Chlorine and Chloramines'

* Uses No Salt and does not waste water

* Clean, filtered water emerges from every water source in
your home

* Helps Prevent Scaling without the use of salt of chemicals
System tested and certified by Underwriter Laboratones
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Credit, the government’s $65

billion cash benefit . The
advances are being m as

a way to get fast refunds or defer

payment of tax preparation costs.
Consumer Financial

Protection Bureau said some
consumers have complaints
about refund anticipation checks
centered on advertising, quality
of service or fees.

The bureau is finalizing the
first rules on prepaid debit cards,
including those for tax refunds,
that would require “easy to
understand™ disclosures upfront
about costs and nsks.

Refund anticipation checks
rose to roughly 21.6 million in
2014, up 17 percent from 2011,
according to IRS data provided
to The Associated Press. About
half the purchasers are EITC
recipients; roughly 84 percent
are low-income, according to the

fees will become more wide-
spread as tax preparers seek to
boost revenue.

Currently, refund anticipation
checks and prepaid cards make
up 10 percent of industry giant
H&R Block's revenue and more
than 20 percent of Liberty Tax
Service’s, according to eamnings
reports.

Both companies said they are
committed to providing consum-
ers with the information they

need to make tax-filing decisions,

including use of refund anticipa-
tion checks. They said the pay-

ment advances offer added value,
such as convenience.

The Internal Revenue Service
has been pushing Congress for
new authority to regulate the
$10.1 billion tax preparation in-
dustry after an appeals court last
year barred it from requiring tax
preparers {0 undergo background
checks and testing.

“It’s the wild, wild West,” said
Nina Olson, the IRS’ national
laxpayer advocate, describing the
current state of the industry. She
called the level of risk for abuse
in pricing and quality of service
unprecedented.

The National Association of

y
if he preferred to pay for the tax
later.
said he was

later surpmed by a $500 fee
that included the cost of a cash
advance.

Still, he kept going each year
until a friend suggested the
Volunteer Income Tax Assis-

services to low-income families.

The IRS-certified tax preparer
found a filing error that had cost
Washington $1,000 in unused
tax credits and helped him file
an amended return. “It was very
upsetting,” Washington said.

hnwtheablhtywmhmd
compare prices,” said David
Rothstein of Neighborhood
Housing Services of Greater
Cleveland.

In his budget proposal,
President Barack Obama asked
Congress to give IRS and the

increase penalties for certain tax
filing errors because of willful or
reckless conduct. Legislation has
been introduced in the Senate,
but prospects remain uncertain

in a GOP-controlled Congress
unhappy with the agency’s inves-
tigations of party and also
its role in implementing Obama'’s
health care law.

WORTH KNOWING

MARTIN COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT

CEO Paul McKinney

Business beginnings: The Martin County Hospital District has provided care for
patients in the county since 1949. The new hospital, located on interstate 20, opened in
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Specialty: Critical access
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occupational therapy and dentistry.

Business
excellence We

Charitable work: Support the Trdops and indigent County Funding

Our vision statement says it best - Wonmunhulw

; always put the patient first.
mmymaum?n

MARTIN COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT

600 E. Interstate 20 in Stanton, 432-607-3200
~ Online ot martincountyhospital.org, 432-607-3265 fax
Open 24/7
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“HER PASSION FOR HELPING
ANIMALS 1§ EXCITING TO SEE"

Kelsey Kuhrt has been able to help not only the city of Midland
Animal Services Division, but through her devoted work with
Midland Animal Sheiter Adoptables, she has helped to lower the
number of animals that the shelter is forced to euthanize. She is

at the Midland Animal Shelter on a daily basis taking pictures to
post to social media, communicating with representatives of other
rescue groups, working with volunteers to foster animals from the
shelter, setting up and attending off-site adoption events, and
scouring squd media in an effort td reunite many owners with the
pets for whom they deeply care. Kelsey has worked tirelessly to

improve the communication between Animal Services and MASA,

and has been flexible enough to understand the limitations that a
municipal animal shelter faces. Her passion for helping the animals
that are abandoned at or relinquished to the shelter andfor
reuniting animals that are rescued from their situation is exciting
for the shelter staff to see. Kelsey understands that the battle to
lower-the number of animals that are euthanized is never ending.
She and the rest of the volunteers with MASA realize that it takes
an entire community to solve what is ultimately a community-wide
problem. it has béen approximately 1 1/2 years since Kelsey and
Midland Animal Shelter Adoptables started coming to the shelter
on a-daily basis, and | hope that this valuable relationship will
continue in its effectiveness.

Poul O’'Neill, Midland Animal Services Manager

-~ Human Energy

“A REMARKABLE YOUNG WOMAN
WHO BELIEVES IN HAPPY ENDINGS"”

There are some people who discover their passion early in
their lives. Kelsey Kuhrt 1s one of those. And her passion saves
ives. . every day. Her networking efforts at Midland Animal
Shelter get adoptable animals out of the shelter and into foster
homes with the goal of finding these animals forever homes
Kelsey and her compatriots at MASA (an all-volunteer group)
work tirelessly saving lives. Kelsey is at the shelter almost daily
taking pictures of animals and sharing on the MASA Facebook
page. She can be found seeking emergency care for a dog,
driving to Fort Stockton to rescue five Saint Bernards, driving
down county roads looking for frightened strays and at MASA
adoption events. A day in the life of a rescuer is never dull
Kelsey 15 a remarkable young woman who believes in happy
endings.. animals who are spayed/neutered, microchipped,
vaccinated and living in wonderful, loving homes

Tracey Dees, MASA volunteer

Fuels Our Community

“

Chevron supports Midland.
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‘S UNSUNG HEROES & VOLUNTEERS

KELSEY
KUHRT

nat 1s MASA and why did YyOu

establish t?

' 1O th
o Iving sntuatncns. Midiand
nal Shelter has a wi ISite. DUt jevw
COpie P ther: O view Ltﬁdlldbh‘
yimals. Odessa Arpwmal Control has 5
unteer proup that runs a Faceboosk
age called "Speaking Up For Those
Vho Can't” to network the dogs at the
helter and find them forever homes
Ctned 1o g a Facebook site for the
Midland Animal Shelter and there
qasn t one, so | degided to make one
L asked a couple of women help me
take pictures at the shelter daily to tr)
nd find animals homes and it quickl,
escalated from there. We now have
e than 150 dogs in foster car
indd work with several other reccue
groups o try andl find each and every
anima; that comes 10 the shelter they
furever home”

How many animals have found

forever homes through MASA?

in 2013 we mamnly focused on

adoptions directly through the shelter
r pulling dogs, for other rescues

nd we didn’t really keep up with

umbers then, | would estimate
bout 30 dogs and maybe 10 cats. In
U4 we adoptedr:rut 463 dogsmd
ats (MASA focuses on dogs for the

majority because we work with the

F--_nguhur'. i’i_tﬂy Rescue iﬂd Mﬂﬁ

0 a lot of cars from MAS). Adoptions
at Midland Animal Mﬂ?“,

104 percent in 2014 and 1 ruge
of animals cuthanized went down
dirastically «ince we started posting
all of then on social media So far

n 2015 we have adopted out about
144 UM W’e also continue 1o work
with other rescue proups and past

all avarlable dogs and <at< at Midland
Arumal Shelter, We have 1doption
owents three }llfOffmlt Wt‘ekmds

» month and also post eur available
nimals on our Facebaok page to help
15 to hng thcm#greum |

support MASA?
% nt:ed i.}ﬂtﬂhﬂnﬂ aﬁd iﬂdlvwdu.:“
wilhiig 10 provide foster homes We

| rur trictly off donations and our vet

s hardly everunder S5 000 AW of
our animals are 100 percent vetted -

w0 ys, heuters, microchips, fecals and a
fuM oundufdints

Aﬂdmﬂnﬂh

fosters buy us time to ﬁndm
forever homes

' hes rRissiOn waw
Shelter Adapt.ihl Hlb*hpl
i from the shslter, aet them Rully
NG the 1 ster homes and
ik them in f‘”def h)f!ﬂdm
rever homes For mu information
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2015 Midland County
Republican Women
officers and board

Courtesy photo

From top left to nght. Sue Madry. Roxie Blair, vice president of membership, Carla Smith; Jule
Donnelly. Leann Brenner. Cherly Fagan: Linda Haglar: Dee Becker: Susan Gentry, secretary:Wanda
Nix. Abwgail Hernandez. Juandelle Lacy Roberts: Sue Brannon, Tracye Vaughn: Rhonda Lac, past
presigent. Kathy Heeves, treasurer: Charlene Romero McBride, president: Barbara Culver Clack
and Nancy McNerney. Not pictured is Patti DeFrance, vice president of programs

\
o8 by Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram

MayorJenyMomhaaMPnﬁceChhmenobnwnukwﬂhHoyNﬁhononThundlymrmngst

Rosa's Cafe on Big during the Coffee with a Cop program for members of the community to
meet and talk with city -

Brent Hilliard talks with Midland Fire Chief Robert Isbell.

L
- I‘"l.".."l i

Midiand Habitat for Humanity dedicated a home on Tuesday for the family of Khual Mﬁ

, third
. from left, and Tuan Hnem, far right, and their children. Biak Sang, from left, Tha lang, Mang and
. Benjamen Mang. The couple worked 350 hours on Habitat homes: including their own, which is the
- 128th house built by the Midland nonprofit agency. The family came 10 the United States from Burma

and has lived in Midiand at least two years, according to a spokeswoman for Habitat.

M LGCA

Texas Leadership Charter Academy

“Towmvorrow’s Leaders L Trﬂlwiw@'

ENROLLMENT
APRIL 1°7 - 14™

»* [uition Free Public School
»* Low Student- Teacher Ratio
** Parent Participation

% Chara bter & Leadership
Development

< Limited Space Available

3300 Thomas Ave., Bldg. R
~ Midland, TX 79703
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Scouts to be recognized at Eagle Award ceremony
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FROM STAFF REPORTS

and Enn Smith, partici-

231 of the Buffalo Trail pates in cross country and | Permian Basin Ej“m“”"'”"’ Servatius, Ricki Meiton. John Seymour-Les
Council of the Boy Scouts choir. He also is involved | Bridge Club erry-Debbie Kemp, Martha Neal. Linda Farrar-Jeane
.‘ : . Poss-Helen South- Bitsy Loew Marsh Jeanne Lantz-Ward
of America will have in Project Share, Keep MARCH enstein-Betty Mariow MARCH 13
their Eagle Scout Court of Midland Beautiful and | Ma GBlumentrm-Ann MARCH 11 Betty Dickerson-Bob Bake:
Honor 7 p.m. Wednesday Meals on Wheels. For his Pansh-Harns. Jackson
Ces : | : Servatius, Charlie Grnimes- ans 4 ackson Flo Curry-Jane Myers, Tommie
at Gateway Building of Lagle project he replaced Irene Oppenheim. Belle Ward-Arrell-Blumentritt Strack-Perry. Sandy Thomes-
the Church of Jesus Chnist the siding and trim on a Harris-Mary Tift. Jeanne Servatius-Scott Vaughan B i Eerea s Mills-Sally
of Latter-day Saints. Sean G Srnith Hogan Park building and Lantz-Liza Philpy, Ann Parish-  Gnmés-Oppenhem. Recans Baeie Lhaio st Bhion
Delmar GI'EI)‘ and Kramer then painlﬂd the bl.llldlng DDI"CHW i’mﬁanéGlLona | ?rl:fﬁl’;?::ﬂ-stjuih Don HAHCH 15
. : ) ’ Jackson-Nancy Ward, Lorn Y- .
Michael Smith, both 13. Share, Keep Midland and bathrooms. | julian-Kay Arrell, Ann Brooks- MARCH 12 Poss-Vaughan, Mike Rob-
are scvcnlh-gra{dcrn at Baacdbiig 2ot Riooks 8 These fau.':llmea are used Richard Stein Lonnie Yee-Troy. Marty inson-Lantz. Harfis-Servatius
Abell Junior ngh School. Wheels. For his Eagle pro- h}: lheM'dla"d Soccer | MARCH 10 Massie-Parish. Lon Julian- South-Brenneman, Perry-
Gray, the son of Chet " e Association and the city of Grimes-Oppenheim Stein. Peter Berzanskis-Terr Blumentritt. Jackson-Ward

and Jolynn Gray, par- ect he painted Butler Park Midland.

licipates i1n Cross country, concessions and bathroom _

track and robotics. He buildings. Source: Boy Scout | | .
is involved with Project Smith. the son of Mark Troop 231 NANAGWS
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For each of the three words below, change
one letter to a D . and then rearrange the
LEVEL |etters to spell a word used in mathematics.
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Yesterday's Answer: STORY,
SLAPSTICK, ausmess COMEDIAN
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i asen| | Family Care

today for your free consultation. Accepting New Patients
| have been very

successtul in help Most Insurance WACC
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Hearing Centers, Inc.

“Your Professionals for Better Hearing” |
Specializing in Digital Hearing Aids Sh
and Industrial Hearing Conservation

689-4327
2101 N. Midiand Or, Ste. 4 Oriand Purcel, Au. D.

Office Hours Mon-Fri 8:30-5.30
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TEXAS COUNTRY
EYE CARE

| . Caring for the eyes. of West Texas
: Now Accepting: VSP Superior & EyeMed |
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By Oscar LeRoy

“l don’t know, | was just seeing

wart hits homers as Chaparrals sweep Luna

The Midiand
(5) retumns to the

lege at Christensen Stadium.

baseball team celebrates as Brent Stewart
after hitting a home run during the first
game of Sunday’s doubleheader against Luna Community Col-

oleroy@mrt.com

Considering that Brent Stewart
missed much of the early part of the
Midland College baseball season
with a hamstring injury, he doesn't
seem to be showing much rust at the
plate.

The Midland High grad and sopho-
more outfielder continued his recent
tear at the plate when he connected
for three home runs in an 11-9 vic-
tory over Luna Community College
on Sunday afternoon at Christensen
Stadium. Stewart then drove in his
fifth run of the day with a sacrifice
fly in a 10-6 victory in the second
game of a doubleheader.

With the sweep, the Chaparrals
swept the four-game Western Junior

College Athletic Conference series
against the Rough Riders to get back
above .500 for the season at 14-10
and improve to 9-3 in league play.

The Chaps were probably glad to
have Stewart's production at the plate
as the pesky Rough Riders (5-18,
2-10) proved to be tough to put away.

In the first game, Stewart had a
solo homer to left in the second in-
ming, hit a solo shot to right in the
fifth and then keyed a five-run sixth
with a two-run blast to right-center
That five-run frame helped MC 10
pull away after being tied with the
Rough Riders at 6.

Stewart said that was the first time
he's ever had a three-homer day

Sweet blowout

¥ 45

Tony Gutierrez/AP

Baylor's Nina Davis breaks away and sprints to the basket jn the first half an NCAA Tournament game on Sunday in Waco

Baylor to 7th Sweet 16 in row after win over Arkansas

By Stephen Hawkins

Associrated Press

WACO — Baylor coach Kim Mulkey
never wants to become content with get-
ting to the NCAA Sweet 16, or ever take
it for granted.

Led by the duo of Nina Davis and Niya
Johnson, the Lady Bears are there for the
seventh year in a row — and |0th overall
in Mulkey's 15 seasons.

Big 12 player of the year Davis scored
21 points, national assists leader Johnson
had 12 more helpers to tie Baylor's career

Hazorbacks

record and the Lady Bears beat Arkan-
sas /3-44 in their second-round NCAA
Tournament game Sunday

“They can play. They just don’t get
talked about, and they don’t care,”
Mulkey said. “All they care about are
championships.”

Already with their fifth consecutive Big
| 2 regular-season and conference titles in
hand, the Lady Bears (32-3) are in select
company with their Sweet 16 streak.
Top-ranked UConn has been that far the

past 2| seasons and Stanford seven in a
row — both play second-round games
Monday with a chance to extend the
longest active streaks.

Baylor, the No. 2 seed 1n the Okla
homa City regional. plays lowa (26-7) on
Friday

“We have multiple weapons that can
score, said Davis, an undersized sopho-
more post player at 5-foot-11. “We're
playing great right now and heading to
the Sweet 16, | think we just have a lot of
confidence going into 1t.”

Please see BAYLOR/3C

Shockers knock off m-state rival Kansas

4), and VanVleet finished with 17.

By Dave Skretta

Associated Press

* this rivalry with Kansas,” VanV leet

w

Evan Wessel hit four 3-poi

inters and

scored 12, helping his team advance

“There’s so much to be said about
“but really, it’s all about the

to Cleveland for a Midwest Regional
semifinal against third-seeded Notre
Dame.

“We don’t have McDonald’s
All-Americans, we don’t have guys

tlmhlvebeeninmespod

ight, and

been given that pédestal,” VanVieet
said. “We work for everything we've

Bol.&unmmms

our

We've

to coaches to
preacher to, you know, whoever.

m'qwedmdfoumw

whole lives.
They didn’t stop on Sunday. If any<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>