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EXECUTIVE EOARD LCLES 
[PORTANT [:EETL.G; OFFICERS 
ELECTED FOR NEV YEAR, 

The newly elected Executive Board 
of the Baptist General Baptist Con 
vention of Texas held its first meet- 

, ing at Dallas on Tuesday and Wed- 
_nesday of last week. Mr. R. E. Burt 
of Dallas we re-elected president of 
the Board. Pastor Forrest Smith of 
Fort Worth was selected as vice 
president and Mr. Geo. J. Mason was 

| re-elected treasurer and secretary of 
| . the Board. Dr. F. 8. Groner was re- 

1!
 

assistant. The officers of field secre- 

at $762,658.45, or a total eurrent and 
bonded indebtedness of $1,345,658.45. 

RE-ELECTED CORRESPOND- 
ING SECRETARY OF TEXAS 

BAPTIST CONVENTION 

ee 
. . Dr. I. 8. Gromer’ 

| LUEDERS CHURCH * 
REMEMBERS FOREIGN 

MISSION BOARD 
Loeders Baptist Church remember- 

Drasco Church Lldg., Runnels County 

[ _— a 
- 

FOR NEW 
On January 10th, 8 o'clock p. m,, 

the Southwestern Baptist Seminary 
has planned a Corner Stone Laying 
ceremony, the only one of its kind 
of which Baptists have any record. 
The occasion is the construction of a 
handsome $300,000.00 building dedi- 
cated to Gospel Musie. 

Speakers at the ceremony will be: 
Dr. L. R. Scarborough, President of 
the institution; Professor I. E. Rey- 
nolds, Director of the School of 
Music; and Dr. F. 8. Groner, General 
Secretary of the Baptist work in 
Texas. The special prayer will be 

ed the Poreign Mission Board and|jeq by Dr. Forrest Smith, pastor of 
its heavy debt in a humble way.| Broadway . Baptist Church, Fort 
Whea the pastor came back from the | worth Texas. A large concourse of 

This is a little less than the total convention and made the report about 

current and bonded indebtedness of |the heavy debt on the Board, the W. oo apie foatare B0 nteredt n 

the board in 1919, which at that time 

was $1,569,750.38. 
The matter of refunding $500,000 

he Board's’ indebtednes¥ was dis- 
pb 

M. U. 
special 
was swelled to $60.00 yesterday. 

| started a campaign (for a 
fering for the Board which 

"Our Women Buve dedi! Yong a 
p 

will permit the meeting will be in the 
open air about the new building and 
where adequate room may be had for 

the large number expected to attend. 
cussed at the Dallas meeting and a [work at Lueders this year. They do | The ‘cha 
committees was appointed for this [not give ““suppers” but work with ate] be 
purposes. This committes is compos- their own hands for what they give |rooms, studios, practice rooms, a 
ed of R. BE. Burt, Harold Majors, F. to the cause. When we took our|gtudy hall, a reception room, a spac- 

' M. McConnell, F. 8. Groner and Geo. |offering for the 1925 program they |jous assembly hall, and an equipment 

J. Mason. 

WINTERS YOUNG 
PEOPLE ‘ORGANIZE 

The : Object of the Band and How 

to Reach It.—Chas. Dorsett. 
Solo—Otho Caldwell, 

The Band and the Pastor; Their 

Relation—Miss Velma Jeffries. 

My Responsibility as a Member of 

the Volunteer Band—Perry Barber. 
Song—Entire Band. 
Prayer. 

What the Volunteer Band Means 

to its Members—A. H. Lovvorn. 
Scripture Reading and Comment— 

Brother W. H. McGuire. 

| 

TEXAS SUNDAY SCHOOL 

WORKER JOINS STAFF OF 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD 

Following a successful experience 

of ten years as head of the Su
nday 

School Department of the Baptist 

General Convention of Texas, Wil- 

liam P. Phillips has just joined the 

staff of the Sunday School
 Board of 

the Southern Baptist Convention at 

Nashville as secretary of 
the Organ- 

ized Class Department, this place 

having remained vacant 
for a year, 

following the death of Harry L. 

Strickland. In the future the depart:
 

ment will give itself to strengthen- 

ing the Young People’s 
and Adult De- 

partments rather than
 the individual 

classes, the aim being 
to so reinforce 

these departments as
 to enable them 

to develop a number o
f strong organ- 

jzed classes. 

ORGANIZED CLASSES i 

We a very touching scene 

~ 

70 HEAR BIG TALENT 

Birmingham January 12-14, it is an- 

nounced by Dr. LI. J. Van Ness, cor- 
responding secretary of the Baptist 

Sunday School Board, Nashville, who 

has given general supervision to the 
work of that department during the 

past year, when the secretaryship of 

the department has been vacant, due 

to the death a year ago of Harry L. 

Strickland. 

Among the speakers announced for 

the general sessions, all of whom are 
well-known for: their distinctive con- 

tributions to the departments of Sun- 

day school, evangelistic and general 

denominational work which they will 

discuss, are Dr. Wallace Bassett, pas- 

tor of Cliff Baptist Temple, Dallas, 

the outstanding church of the denom- 

ination in the matter of teacher- 

training and other phases of educa- 

tional work; Dr. W. H. Knight, pas- 

tor of the First Baptist Church, Baton 

Rouge, La., who has had more than 

500 additions to his church by bap- 

tism during the past year; Dr. R. G. 

Lee, of the First Baptist Church, New 

Orleans, who has done a distinctive 

work along both Sunday school 
and 

general congregational lines in that 

city; Dr. L. R. Scarborough, presi- 

dent of the Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, 
and 

former director of the 76 Million 

Campaign, as well as a distinguished 

evangelist, who will bring 
a message 

calculated to enlist the full 
forces of 

the whole program of the denomin 

ation. 

put & mice sum in the collection.| modern and commensurate with the 
They are giving a like amount t0|peeds of a building kind 
Buckner Orphans’ Home. : of ths A large pipe-organ will make possible 

the expansion of the pipe-organ de- 

(By Louis, A. Myers) 

SOUTHWESTERN SELINARY 
WILL LAY CORKERSTGIE 

MUSIC EUILDLG 
! 

~ ‘ » 

partment for sometime needed by the 
institution. Building and equipment 
will be adequate tp efficiently care 
for an enrollment of 250 Gospel 
Music students, and the interest stim- 
ulated by the new building with in- 
creased teaching facilities is expect- 
ed to materially increase the earoll- 
ment in this department of Seminary 
work. The building wil be known as 
the George E. Cowden Music Hall 
It was the gift of Mrs. George E. 
Cowden of Fort Worth, that made the 
building possible. [Jt is expected that 
the new building be ready for oc- 
cupancy by the close of the session. 
At the present time the Gospel 

Music faculty includes the following 
teachers: I. E. Reynolds, Director 
of the School; B. B. McKinney, Pro- 
fessor of Harmony and Composition; 
E. L. Garnett, Professor of Theory 
and History of Music; Edwin Mec- 

Neely, Proiessort oice; J. Frank 
Cheek, Professor of Voice; W. B. 
Moore, Director Plano Department; 
Mrs. L. R. Elliott, inutsructor in 
piano; Mrs. Edwin McNeely, instrue- 
tor in piano; Mrs. Zula Meadows, 
teacher in voice; Mrs. Katherine Cole, 
teacher in voice; P. H. Medsker, Di- 
rector of Orchestra and Band; and J. 
N. Josey, teacher of pipe-organ. 

- 

THE HOLY 

By Millard A. Joukens, Paster First 
Baptist Church, Abilene, Texas. 

Again we celebrate the greatest, 
‘lthe grandest, and the most glorious 

event recorded in the world’s history 
—the holy nativity of the Son of God. 
We have therefore a theme which is 
above every theme, and one which I 
trust we will prayerfully consider, 
for the comfort, the consolation, and 
the inspiration it affords, and for 
some of the many lessons it may 
teach us. 

That is a most momentous hour in 

the history of any family when an- 
other life is ushered into existence, 
another living soul incarnated. Par- 
ental care is increased, a new eterni- 
ty dates from that moment, and an- 
other living soul must be won for 
Christ or lost forever. 

Beautiful and appropriate is the 
custom of celebrating these days, and 
down into the seventies, and eighties, 

and nineties, the re-occurence of this 

day in an old man’s life calls forth 
recognition and congratulation. 

Nations have their birthdays and 
the birthdays of their heroes, bene 

factors, and deliverers. On the fourth 
of July and twenty-second of Febru- 
ary, business gives way to oration and 
banquet and bell ringing and canno- 

ade; but those and all other birth- 

days are tame compared with the 

festivities which celebrate the incar- 

nation of the blessed Christ. Of 

course you will not understand me to 

refer to the carnal revelries and in- 

dulgences which so nften prevail, but 

to both Protestant and Catholic, who, 
with all the power of music and gar- 

land and decoration and procession 

and doxology and humble devotion, 

put into national continental, and 

our text “Unto us a child is born, 

anto us a son is given.” 

Who would forbid our joy? Wh 

would not be grateful this Christnaas 

Text: “Unte ws a 
us 8 oon is given.N—Isa. 9:6. 

EAB ALKS 

hemispherical chorus the words of 

NATIVITY 

Day ?Shall the christian’s lips be mute 
and the christian’s heart be cold? 
Nay, this shall be a day of soul 

“0 blessed Lord that thou shalt come, 
To save thy people here on earth; 

With.joy we'll sing of thee our king, 
Commemorate thy lowly birth.” 

The Birth Place. 
First, I would have you ‘pause with 

me and view the birth places of our 
king. At this time the world was 
all astir. The imperial pride of Rome 

demanded that throughout the domin- 

jon of Caesar, all the people should 
be enrolled for taxation. This neces- 
sitated their going to the places of 

their birth, so that the register might 
be kept according to the genealogy 
of their tribe and family, With as 
pomp and parade, some in gorgeously 

decorated chariots, some on camels, 

some on dromedaries, they drew up 

into the crowded streets of Bethlehem, 

there was a poor couple, Joseph and 

Mary who had made their way across 
the distant hills on foot or as best 

they could. Amid all this display, in 
the jostling crowds they were un- 

noticed, and when they sought lodg- 

ing in the Inn it was not afforded 

them. The only place in Bethlehem 

that night which offered them shelter 

was the stable of the ox on the hill- 

side. While here, far ‘away from 

home and friends, Mary the blessed 

woman and chosen instrument, who 

could say to the angel, “Behold the 

hand-maid of the Lord; be it unto 

me according as thou wilth,” brought 

forth her first born, wrapped him in 

swaddling clothes and laid him in a 

manger, 

Why did God choose so lowly a 

birth for His Son? Why not in a 

palace! Why not in some royal 

court? Ah! He. would teach the 

world its greatest lesson in humihty;
 

that to be hamble is to be God-hke. 

Count nued on Page Four) 

DRASCO CLUTCH IN 
RUZ.ZLS COUNTY HAS 
worl NEW BUILDL 

BUDGET FOR DRASCO 

Associational Missions _____ 
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to hide the raw rough_walls._ 
building is covered with Spanish tile, 
has the old mission front. We have, 

as you see from the picture, the name 
of the church on the front. We have 
an auditorium that will seat about 
sevea hundred. Five Sunday School 
rooms in the balcony and around the 

{1
 

i 

paid for our church building and 
have given more to the mission causes 

than ever before. That is, we have 

given a thousand dollars to the mis- 
sion causes and threes hundred dollars 
to Buckner Orphans’ Home, furnish- 

ed a room in the Baptist Hospital at 

Abilene, carried a local budget of al- 

most two thousand dollars, every- 

thing paid for and still on in 

the work. 

On the fifteenth of last November 

the last notes were burned and the 

building was dedicated. The sermon 

was preached by Dr. W. F. Fry of 

Simmons University. Our hearts are 

happy and we expect to do more for 

the Master this coming year than 

ever before. ) 
John M. Riddell, Pastor. 

< 

At a recent service at the South 

Side Church, Abilene, over eleven 

hundred dollars was raised to fini
sh 

paying the indebtedness of the 

church. Pastor J. C. Burkett states 

that the building will be dedicated 

on the First Sunday in January. 
This 

church, under the leadership of Dr. 

Burkett has made a remarkable 

record, and in the mext issue of the 

West Texas Baptist will appear an 

interesting article on the work of th
e 

charch. 

dad d a | ww Fagen 

BAPTIST CHURCH 1926 

Pastor’s Salary $ 900.00 
Buckner Orphans’ Home____ 300.00 

200.00 

| i 
in £ 
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PRESIDENT SANDEFER SENDS 
SEASON'S GREETINGS TO 
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can and I feel will be happy to say 

couragement to enter Simmons Uni- 

versity. Each of you can reader this 
service and eternity alome will reveal 

are educated in this western christian 
university. You can do mere than 
this. You can pray for our spiritual 
and material and social welfare. 
Many of you can do more even than 
the above. You can assist ws in a 
material way, that at this time, will 
mean move than any of you cam 
know. 1 am praying that this 
thought may find expression in your 
thinking to the peint of its becoming 
a real fruition here for our King. 

I want te convey to every friend 
and lover of Simmons University 

greetings to the effect that a merry 

Christmas and a happy New Year 
abound in the lives of each of you. 
Grateful beyond adequate words of 
expression for any impulse you may 
have had or for any service you have 

rendered in the past or that you may 
render in the future, I am, gratefully, 

\ J. D. Sandefer. 
\ 

_ RESOLUTION’ 

- 
Tw 

God in His infinite wisdom and love 
thought it beat to take from among 

us little Claudie Mae Phillie, aged 
four, on December 8rd. All who 

knew her loved her. She was a little 
Sunbeam scattering sunshine where 

ever she went. Like the beautiful 
rose, though withered and fallen to 
the earth its fragrance hangs around 
it still. So with Claudie Mae, 
though called to heaven, the frag- 
rance of her life will be sweet to all 
who knew her until we meet on the 
othr shore. lpss has been great 
by her goingi but heaven has bean 

made richer and a stronger cord now 
binds us to heaven that could have 

been otherwise. 
One who loved her. . 
4 

VIRGINIA HOSPITAL 
GETS $75,000 GIIFT 

Through a special gift of $75,000, 

made by Mrs. Annie C. Mundy, of 

Natural Bridge, Virginia, the Vir- 

ginia Baptist Hospital, at Lynchburg, 

is able to complete the second unit of 

its plant and the trustees have de- 

cided to name it the Mundy Memorial 

Building. Mrs. Mundy desires that 

the structure shall stand as a mem- 

orial to her late husband, James A. 

Mundy, who died in 1921; her 

daughter, Annie Mae Mundy, who 

died in 1917, and herself. The build- 

ing will be completed about June 1, 

1926, and will contain 52 bedrooms. 

Ahab al al ob 

CILTE ID AT SS 
UVERSITY Ti FELRUARY 

FRIENDS OF BIMMONS U. 

_ Every reader of this brief mesage 

- 

The West Texas Baptist is in re- 
ceipt of a program of the West Texas 

Missionary Training School to be 
held at Simmons University begin- 
ning on February 11. The program, 

which will be published in the next ' 
issue of the paper, calls fo 

days conference. Drs. Searborough, 

Groner, Herndon, Mrs. Leigh and 
other Stats workers will be present 

to take part on the program. Dr. W. 
F. Fry of the Bible department of 
Simmons is scheduled to deliver a 
series of addresses on “The Mission- 

ary Message of the New Testament.” 

The entire program wil be publish- 

ed in the next issue of the West Texas 

Baptist. In the mean time, make 
your plans to be in Abilene for this 
great conference. The good people 
of Abilene wil provide emtertainment 
for all visitors, Ce 

~ 

ll 

News Notes 

ta ——— 

Pastor J. C, Sisemore of the Taber- 
nacle Baptist Church, Amarillo, for 
merly of Oklahoma and former. stu- 
dent of the uthwestern Baptist 
Theological Se y, reports their 
revival beginning November 156 which 
was preceded by 10 days prayer 

meeting, the most far reaching im 
conversions, reclamations, and addi- 
tions id church's history. Pastor A. 
Rilly Copeland of Tabernaclé Baptist 

Church, Waco, did the preaching. 
Feature of meetings, every convert 
joined the church. } 

— / 

Brother George W. Carmack, for 
nearly forty years a citizen of the 

Murray community in Young County, 

died recently as a result of injuries 

received when he: fell from a wagom- __.. ____ 
loaded with feed. For many years 
he was a. faithful methber of ' the 
Murray church and his council will 
be greatly missed in the commnuity. 

The suggested quoto for the Sweet- 
water Association for the coming 
convention year for the cooperative 
work is $19,250. At the next meet 
ing of the Board with the Live Oak 
Church at Nubia at the January 
Worker's Conference, the matter will 
be taken up with a view of placing 
all of our churches 100 per cent be- 
hind the work for the year. 

the Pleasant Valley Church. 

We understand that the Baird 

church has called Rev. Jos R. Mayes,
 

and that he has accepted the 
work 

and will move on the field by the first 

of the year. Since his graduation 

from the Southwestern Seminary 
of 

Fort Worth last year, Brother May
es 

has been doing missionary work 
in 

the Uvalde Association. He is one 

of the best pastors that the West has
 

produced and we rejoice in the fact 

that he is coming back home. 
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WEST TEXAS BAPTIST PAGE TWO 

1 ! ny . 

The Vest Texas Baptist J) NYIEDTY 1) ly been the highest patter of vir-|found Him without Whom there 
- 

Sau MavLonz, EpiTor IVa ny Li \ i tue, but the highest incentive to its|joy and salvation, in our ars 's no| THE EVANGELIST 
AS FOR SALE 

ng 

ALONE, AND PUBLISHER 
practice, and has exerted an influ-| meetings. We "have found 7 hat CALLED OF GOD. 

- 

lished R 
——————— 

that has don to - be ” 
On 1 : 

ot 
ence— e more regen- | “kneeology” is th 

a splendidly located corner in q 

"Second ie peri N. 
(Continued From Last Iss 

erate and to soften mankind than|mong our people hrm re 
a-(J. A. Derrick, Pastor Central Baptist |easy walking distance rors ward : 

the interest of Kingdom work in roudowing is th i ee) a the Apauisitions of philosophers | dreds have re-dedicated their lives 
to hare) Italy, Texas (the Convention school Bnd lr con University ] 

the West. 
[ e remainger oi the not unreasonable. ‘there must not an exhortations of moral- | the services of our King. M ha aren large six room modern home, heavily 

oral weus or br. preached at min-|pe & war, 
there is no war between ists.” found their places in the closer tel. And he gave some Apostles, and reinforced concrete foundation, chim- 

: 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Summons -U y id = s Atwood of |vur ain dnd our knowledge, between | When Paul uttered this word the lowship of the Spirit of God. 
Many |2°me Prophets, and some Evangelists, ney a . 

flue, every possible inside con- 
] 

Single copy, per year $3.75 |v; preserved tne ore you nave |the church and the school. Some, ap- | World was full of idols, the gods of 
others have entered places of train-|%nd some 

Pastors, and some teach- venience in the way of built-in fea- 
' 

In Clubs of five or 50 n which t part of une |parenuy, woud have us aeny or 1ig- the ancient world, and men would ing, giving their lives to the Lord |°®: for the perfecting of the saints tures, large closets, etc. Five hun- H 

more........3. a. you are rl apy 
a 1ast {nore the progress or knowledge, woula have 

laughed at the idea that they in special services. Some 12 or 15 for the work of the ministry, for the dred dollar plumbing fixtures includ- 
s 

Entered as second class mail 
’ : nrist- | have us repudiate the tacts ox science. 

could be destroyed. Today they are have definately surrendered to edifying of the body of Chri . ing tile floor, medicine case, etc. ' 

January 1, 1925, at the post | Matra mas lemst 
* is truly a wonaeriui| But not so. We claim all truth as| gone, toppled from their pedestals gospel ministery and are now ay 4:11-12. 

y o rist, Eph. | g 1:4 hardwood floors, garage and ' 

Abilene, Texas. Editor. ould be preserved. | His. ‘Lhe Christian finds a piace In by the followers of Jesus who Dr. claiming the Word. We attribute] The thing true in , wash with ith cement floors and . 

COUNTRY 
| his mind for truth whether ot astron- Glover says, “outlived, out argued, much of the deep abiding effectiveness 

| 44i1 ng true Paul's day is |eauipped with gas, water and lights. 
] 

CHURCH PROBLEM Nouce how raul assured mumsei |W, 
Physics, chemustry, biology, and out-died” their enemies. The |°f the revivals of the year to-the altar py 

true in the day that we are upon.| W. F. FRY, 
2136 SWENSON AVE, 

' 

Much has been said OI the love of God. “iI God De Iur|#0Ci0logy, 
ethics, anthropology. 1hat same thing is true of the philoso- | Pra¥er services of the people 

of God. God people that turn aside from ABILENE, TEXA& 
a2 

about th in recent years |us wno can pe against us. wnat aces | thoughtless criticism that appeals to 
|Phic theories . whose advocates May we say with Paul, “God forbid | 

wi s plan for perfecting His Church |= 

It is one of the oY problem. | it matter? ne gives tne grounas ou | EnOrance or denies 
facts only alien- |lsughed Paul to scorn in the Areo- that we should glory, save ‘in the wi suffer great loss and will finally | 

THY 

. afrouting e ost vital problems | assurance ot Goa's love.” He thal ates eaucated and cultured sympath-|Pa&US 
in Athens; they were forgot- cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by me extinguished. 3 

denominati ha ptist people. Any |sPared not xis son but deuvered Him wsers, and is fatal to our cause. ‘The | ted centuries ago. The principle whom the world is crucified upon me,| 
The God called Evangelist must be 43 

AM 

the on that loses its grip on|up Ior us all.” We see & bana open- conflict between science and fmith|Purning in the heart of the preach- 
and T unto the world.” subservient to : 

rural section is surely doomed to |:ng slowly, paintuuy to only waits for a in er standing on -M Hill 
M one and only one |k} F ARMERS & 

a great decline in me ’ 4 bestow the Fai proper interpreter. has ng -Mars that day| Our pastor friends have been loyal aster and that the Lord and King (5 
L:i 

. and in endeav > both pring 
ip | greatest conceivabie gut, a 1athers 

urn bas shown with a magnin- 
marched triumphantly onward |and true, sympathetic and kind. Our 

of the Church. ‘A word of warning = 
thas 

"are without q - on u Baptists | gut of hus son. ‘Lhe pan and sor- cent sweep of vision and wealth ot until today it counts its adherents |hearts go out to the faithful minis- to those that seek to set in judgment | & MERCHANTS 
lar 

now in oltiatieg Paid the lead 
| row ana heartache with which Abra- 

learning how Christianity in its prog- 
by the hundreds of millions in all|ters of the Word. We have been this 

over the Evangelist “Why judge ye 
2 

roel 

community and the TIED rural | ham laid his son, isaac, 
on the altar, ress through the centuries has ap- lands. Jesus Christ has broken the year with many of 

God's own “under the servant of another: to his Master 5 NATIONAL 
be tH 

fact in a large measure 'e. This|and ltted the knite to siay 
hum 1» propriated that assimilated Greek shackles from the limbs of the slave; 

| shepherds” and we love them and he stands or falls.” 
Yea the God of 3 

be 

the remarkable growth pr for {only a 1amnt picture of the rather» philosophy, 
Roman law, medieval bas dignified childhood and given 

it | realise our deep indebtedness to them heaven 
will establish him. No de- | BAN 

God 

Baptists during the past f Southern love—gu t to a sinful worid. 
1 know | *cholasticiam, reformation, 

theology, | * worthy place in life—has 
elevated |and their good churches. Many of | partment or staff in the Baptist 52 

God. 

We of Pp ew years. |that God loves me because He gave and modern 
criticism. We are not and glorified womanhood; has given |them have already invited us bac ranks has the right to order the do- | — 

ti y 

in TS now mo rural community His son for me. His argument rises sored of any truth in any realm. the wotd its idea of charity and has 
|for return dates. "lings of the local church or her serv- | SIIIiIIl 

Cone 

here re 
Co 
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i 

to really solve the country. chureh ove. plage Sel urance of divine 
| | ri it from the quarry we| ie with institutions of | The offerings have been satisfac-| loot , bad, or indifferent the : sing 

robl , We know that e it up and build it into the . ollowers have directed | ory | local church will finally adjust her THE SECOND Com. . i 

problem than the Drasco church in| God loves us because Christ died temple of truth for the glory of our the course of history in its most cen- 
ry in almost very case. We have|affairs 

to please the Lord J 
. write 

thie els Co unty. The editor visited|us. How often did Paul return * conquering Lord. His truth is com. |! currents. Can you find ten names oy 
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THEY OFFERED UNTO HIM GIFTS 

WwW. MU. 

Last September a plea was made 
that the Lottie Moon Offering be so 

largéd and so compelling as to arrest 

the attention of the denominatjon and 

be the supreme gift in the history of 

our organization, truly glorifying 

God. We face such an hour. It is 

eminently the time for our organiza- 

tion to offer a love gift so large, so 

unselfish, so worthy that angels will 

sing with. We can do this. “If God 
writes Opportunity on one side of the 

door He writes Responsibility on the 

other side.” 

The Christmas-tide is a time of 
gifts, for God gave His only begotten 

Son to become the Light of the World. 

Wise men offered to the new-born 
King gifts—gold, frankincense and 

myrrh. We can still bring to the 
King gifts of gold. We will find joy 

in bringing His gifts first. In love 
He tells us, “I have redeemed thee. 

I have called thee by My name. Thou 

art Mine. I have loved thee with an 

everlasting love.” Let our gift ex- 
press our gratitude. Let every wo- 

man give herself in prayer, not only 
daily but in constant prayer, that the 

Christmas Offering clear the debt. 
Prayer is powerful. We honor God 

when we ask for big things. Im- 

possibility carries with it a challenge 

when it is God’s work. “Prayer is 

the golden chain that’ binds the world 

about tke feet of God.” 

By visits, by public announcements 

in church bulletins and press let us 

seek to enlist every Baptist woman 

in our Southland in the clearing of 

this debt. Each holiday season we 

purpose that next year we will not 

give useless and promiscuous gifts. 

This Christmas season we have a 

divine inspiration to true giving. Some 

have decided to send no engraved 

cards of holiday greeting this year. 

Others are denying themselves ac- 

may be larger. How can you increase 

your gift? 

If every Christian home gives as 
much to the Christmas Offering as it 
pays for Christmas presents, the new 

year will dawn upon a debt-clear 
board.—Mrs. W. J. Cox, W. M. U. 
President. 

A WORD FROM MISS 
BLANCHE ROSE WALKER 

Dear W. M. U. Sisters: 

What dear, delightful things Jesus 

does for us all the time! 

There was no money for a “love 

offering” —only a debt hanging over, 

but anyway He led me to ask -for 

$100.00 for my own love-offering then 

far into one night He caused me to 
know that I had some treasures that 

might be converted into “gold frakin- 

cense and myrrh for Him.”: 

I immediately took them fo you 

hoping you would know of individuals 

who would buy them and lo! you, as 

a body of God's dear ones, in a 

short: moment, all unkhown to me, 
contributed just $100.00 to buy my 
treasures and re to me. 

You knew nothing either of my 
prayer for $100.00! Wasn't He 

“wonderful” that hour? 

As much as I thanked you for the 

return of my treasures I truly could 

not take them back again; I had. 

given them to Him so they wersé 

afterwards sold and $50.00 was added 
to the $100.00 for our “love-offering” 

to the One altogether lovely. How, 

we thank Him for this! 

Blanche Rose Walker. 
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FAIR AND UNFAIR 

At a recent State Convention one 

of the presiding officers at the wo- 
men’s missionary meeting was array- 

ed in a kingfisher-blue satin frock 

trimmed with white medallions and 

wore a lovely metallic lustre hat. Her 

costume was most appropriate for P) 
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charming personality and wonderful 
flow of words. As is the custom now 

+in the richest standardized churches 

~—the chair-woman occupies most of 
the time. When she began her talk 
the women assumed an attentive at- 

titude, some to admire, others criti- 
cised, One whispered: “Queen Tut.” 
There were two insignificant quietly 

dressed foreign missionaries on the 
platform. Théy were allowed ten 

minutes each, to tell of their stren- 
uous work for our Lord and Master. 

They believe,-as did the Apostles of 

old, that Christ meant what he said, 
“Go ye therefore and teach all 

nations.” Of course they have been 
among heathen for several years, are 
now in the United States on furlough, 
with the probability of not being sent 

back on account of lack of money in 
the treasury of the Foreign Mission 

Society. One of these missionaries 

has been working most effectively for 

years in China, is heart and soul 

wrapped up in the work. Nobody in 

that audience or any other envied her 
or wanted her job. In the few minu- 

tes allotted her to speak she tried to 

tell of the great need in China, ended 

by begging to be sent back to work, 

sat down with a heavy heart and tears 

in her eyes, fearing she cannot go 

back to dirty, unsanitary places and 

sacrifices the rest of her life. At the 

end of her earthly pilgrimage our 

Saviour will say, “Well odne, good 

and faithful servant, enter thou into 

the joy of thy Lord.” But it seems a 

shame for us to be slackers and not 

help her while she is living on this 

earth! One of the ushers went up the 
isle carrying a large lovely bunch of 
chrysanthemums, for the gracious 

presiding officer, not for the mis- 
sionary—E. B. Q.—Watchman-Ex- 
aminer. - 
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A JOYOUS POUNDING 

We are living in a day of lawless- 

ness. Our papers are filled with as- 

bridge party or a club reception. 

customed luxuries that their gifts is a fine executive manager, has &° 

saults, rebberies, and holdupa of var- 

fous natures. So it is well for all 
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,000 men’s dormitory which is being completed this week on the Simmons f the new $160.0 in January with a dedication service. The hall will be in charge of 
on the honor system, according to an 

Young People’s Leader 

LE EE Er Er ETT ree 

of us to go well armed and ready for 
any emergency that might arise in 
Sn unguarded moment. Some of you have heard the missionary tel] of 
being stoppel on the road ome dark night about ten o'clock, as he return- 
ed from a night service, One man 
in a car and two standing by halted 
him but immediately let him £9 with- out telling why they stopped him. 
But a short time since ho got the pounding of his life while I looked on. 
I dared not open my mouth nor bat 
my eyes, lest the great joy that was 
then ours should overcome me and 
I should be forced to give expression 
by the freely flowing tears. It is an unspeakable joy to know that the 
great throng of loving, throbbing hearts of the brethrem and sisters 
of our association beat in sympathy 
and love for the missionary in the 
work they have him engaged: to do. 
We find unbounded joy in thanking 
God for your friendship, your fellow- 
ship and the many kind remember- 
ances to us. Were we able to do so 
we would call your names one by one 
to the last brother or sister in the 
association, as we remember you 
when we pray. Let us one and all 
ask God that the terrific storm of sin 
and doubt and unbelief that darkens 
the skies of our blest people may be 
dispelled by righteousness, and as- 
surance and faith, and the Light of 
His blessed face shall illumine our 
way through the entire year. 

Mrs. F. A. Pope, Anson, Texas. 

WOMAN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
HAS INTERESTING MEETING 

The following interesting and in- 
structive Missionary program from 
the subect, Children of Other Lands, 

M. 8. Tuesday afternoon by the Y. 
W. A. Girls. 
Hymn—*“He Lives on High,” led by 

Mis (pal Haralson. 

Devotional, Luke 

Ruby Hatton. = _ __._ - 

Prayer—Mrs. Luther Webb. 

2:8-20—Miss 

Children Always—Miss Ruby Hatton. 

Common Characteristics — Miss 
Ethel Shaw. 

+ Distressing Differences—Miss Ger- 

trude Isaacs. 

enly Hymn—Miss Ruth Rosser. 

Solo—*“Silent Night, Holy Night,” 
sung by Miss Opal Haralson, accom- 

panied on piano by Miss Hazel Hat- 

ton, and on violin by Miss Ruby 

Hatton. 

Closing Prayer—Mrs. A. B. Collins. 
This program, which was well ren- 

dered, was greatly enjoyed by an ap- 

bers and nine visitors. ‘ 

At the conclusion of the program, 

Mrs. Webb called Miss Ottie Dabbs 

to the front, telling her that an ex- 

press package had been left there 

for her—upon opening it, Miss Dabbs 

discovered that the package, a gift 

from the W. M. S., contained many 

useful articles for beginners in house- 

keeping. 

A barrel of cookies and a valuable 

later—were packed for the Orphans’ 
Home at this meeting.—College 

Heights Messenger. 

Ferguson Hall, the new men’s dor- 

mitory has just been completed and 

will be ready for the beginning of 

the winter term which begins January 

4th. The building was erected at a 

cost of above $160,000, the larger 

part of which was given by W. P. 

The building, which is one of the 

dedicated during the first week of 
the winter term. . 

Work was started this week on the 

new gymnasium, made possible by a 

gift from the senior class in Sim- 

mons. The building wil be used pri- 
marily as a basket ball court and will 

seat 1,500 people. The contract calls 

for the completion of the building 

by the last of January. 

Final examinations for the fall 
term were completed on Tuesday of 
this week and the studnets have de- 
parted for their homes to spend the 
holidays with friends and loved ones. 
The enrollment for the term was the 

largest of any fall term in the his- 

todry of the institution. 
iw 

. CHAMPION CHRURCH 

Dec. 13th was another “Best” day 

for Champion Church. The Saturday 

evening and Sunday morning hours 

were used by the pastor, Rev. W. G. 

Tankersly; he delivering a good ser- 

was given at the College Heights W. 5 

The Child from the Glory Land and |° 

Angel’s Announcement and Heav- 

preciative audience of fifty-four mem. |! 

box—the exact value wil be given |: 

SIMMONS UNUIVERSITY NOTES. |s 

Ferguson and sons of Wichita Falls. |® 

very best in the entire state will be |} 

mon each hour. But the Sunday eve- 
{| ning service was perhaps the climax 

of the series of services. The church 
at that hour enjoying some extra 

i( good, soul feasting talks by Rev. 
Vesta Boyd and wife, and the Misses 
Verna Thomason and Ethel Shaw, 
all members of the Volunteer Mission- 
ary Band, Abilene. Miss Nettie Tis- 

ij | dale, whom the hcurch sent as a del- 
egate to the B. Y, P. U. Convention 
at Waco, brought to the church a fine 
account of her trip to the convention. 
Miss Mittie -Wiman of Wastella, 

formerly of Champion church, told 
briefly of her trip to the B. Y. P. U. 
Convention. 
The church has recently installed 

8 Delco lighting system of which she 
is extra proud. 

SWEETWATER 
ASSOCIATION 

Most all the pastors and workers 
of this association attended the Con. 
vention at Mineral Wells. Most all 
reported that they very very well 
pleased with the work of the Con- 
vention as a whole, 
We have two or three preachers 

living in Abilene who have had a 
broad experience as pastors and mis- 
sionaries. These men are capable 
and should be put to work by some 
church. 
The Mount Olive church called Rev. 

E. T. Powers, a student in Simmons 
University and it As understood that 
he will accept the call. It is the 
prediction that the Lord's work will 
be carried on there in a great way 
this year, 

The church at Shep will put on a 
Training School beginning Monday 
after the first Sunday in January. 
The Pastor, Brother E. D. Dunlap, 
the missionary and one of the mem- 
bers of the church wil do the teaching. 
They are to have the Sunday School 
Manual, Senior and Intermediate B. 
Y. P. U. courses taught. 
The people at Ovalo are happy 

over the fact that Brother W. A. 
Foster has decided to be their pastor. 
Brother Foster is one of the best 

pastors in Simmons University. 
There are only two churches in the 

man, 

The Walnut Street Baptist Church 
Abilene, called Rev. R. H. Williams 

back as their pastor. Brother Wil- 

liams resigned some time ago. We 

do not know what his decision will be. 
The writer was with the Blackwell 

church last Sunday at both morning 

and evening services. There was a 
good spirit manifested on the part 

of the church. The church gave the 

missionary a hearty invitation to hold 
a meeting there beginning the second 

Sunday in January. Brother Henry 

Morgan of Abilene will lead the song 
services. 
Brethren W. F. Drury, Virgil M. 

Hailey, and Dr. E..L. Compere all of 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley were 

in Abilene on their way home from 
the Convention at Mineral Wells, 
The next meeting of the Sweet- 

water Association Workers Meeting 
will meet with the Live Oak Church 
at Nubia. Brother R. M. McGinnis, 
the pastor, is planning to take care 

of the meeting in a great way. 

Mr. Wendell Foreman, educational 
director of the College Heights 

Church, Abilene, and Miss Cora 
Gooch were married at the College 
Heights Church on Wednesday eve- 

ning of this week, the pastor, Rev. 
C. A. Powell, officiating. . 

The Norton church in Runnels 
County will have watch night ser- 
vices at the close of the year and 
the pastor, Rev. Scott W. Hickey will 
preach through the balance of the 
week in a special evangelistic effort. 

The Grape Creek, Water Valley 
and Mereta churches in Concho Asso- 
ciation have recently called Rev. J. 
B. Adams as pastor. 

association without a pastor and they you using the greatest jath?—Exchange. 

N 

are doing their best to find God's 

The greatest path in the world is the | 
path from your door to the’ door of the |} 

church. If all of us faithfully used that | 
path and were guided by its radiant influ- | B 
ence, the nation would be safe, crimes |fS 
subside, business prosper, and all hearts |X 

have peace. For this path was made by |B 
the Son of Man for the sons of men, that i 

walking humbly into His Holy Presence in | 
the Church, they might afterwards walk |B 
together as brethren in the world. Are |B 

JUDGE CALDWELL AND 
DR. SALLEE VISIT ANSON 
FOR MISSION CAMPAIGN 

Last Sunday snowed some gains 

along various lines at the Baptist 

Church. 216 in Sunday School with’ 
$129.42 offering _in classes. The 

largest congregation for | morning 

service during the fall season. There 

were more than fifty men present. 

It speaks well for any town for its 
men to give themselves to the wor- 
ship of the Lord at His house. A 
ive church in a community is one of 
ts greatest assets. May more of the 
nen of Anson find their places in the 
Sunday Schools and places of wor- 
ship. Aimless street crowds on Sun- 
day morning constitute a serious in- 
dictment agdinst any city, large or 
small, 
| A splendid crowd heard two visit- 
ors at the evening hour. Judge C. 
M. Caldwell of Abilene spoke words 
from the Ylayman’s point of view, 

relative to his church duties, Bible 
study, tithing, and general citizenship 

responsibilities. Following his re- 

marks Dr. Sallee, missionary to In- 
terior China, brought a message on 

his experiences, observations and 
work in China for the last twenty- 
two years. He has spent almost half 
of his life as missionary and express- 
ed his unfailing devotion to this phase 

of our Lord's work. The growth of 
Baptist Missions in China is marvel. 
ous, however, our progress now is 

not in keeping with our ability. 

Rev. J. Ben Oliver, of Abilene, 

pastor of the Cottonwood and Gold- 

boro churches will spend the holidays 
with the Cottonwood brethren. 
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TEE ABOUIDE'G GRACE 
(By J. O. Heath) 

“Moreover the law entered, that the 
offence might abound. But where 

sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound.” 

The offence of which the apostle 
speaks is the first sin that was ever 

committed. The apostle goes back 
to that tragic hour when through 

transgressioy Eden's fair garden 
was blighted, man’simoral nature was 

corrupted, and his spiritual under- 
standing darkened. But in this con- 

nection Paul makes another arresting 
statement, for he says ‘the law enter- 

ed that the offence might abound.” 
The law to which reference is made 

is the holy law of Mount Sinai and it 
entered that sin might appear ex- 

ceedingly sinful. In fact sin was in 
the world before the law came, but 
the law was given that in the perfect 
righteousness the might a- 

bound. Bh 

Certainly offence has abounded. 
Of this distressing truth we have 
local and mmiversal proof. No one 
will doubt that sin has reigned unto 
darkness, disaster and death. It has 

defiled God, flagrantly violated His 

just law, and raised against His bene- 
ficient government the black flag of 

revolt. Sin has filled the earth with 
unrequieted sorrows, doleful lamenta- 
tions and fearful wastes. It has pro- 
duced depravity and crime, ignorance 

and bondage. It has dominated courts 
and held sway in legislative halls. 
Sin has caused bitter conditions, 
broken honorable treaties, and insti- 

gated ‘cruel and destructive insur- 
rections. It has blasted hope, with- 
ered faith, profaned love, and render- 

ed the human heart impervious to the 
persuasive appeals of the gospel. It 

is sin that makes shadowy paths 

through the soul and then moves over 
them to devastate the life of man, 

The Bible not only represents the 
offence as abounding, but presents sin 
in colors that are dark and in con- 
seuences that are horrible to con- 
template. For sin is a malignant 
disease and its sppalling results are 
grim realities in the observations of 
men. Sin a poisbnous dagger 
whose infectious wounds exude a 

deadly- contamination. Sin is such a 

terrible perversion that its moral con- 
tortions exhibit the world’s awful de- 
generacy. Sin is a devouring gulf 
whose wild and ceaseless ragings 
would alarm us if we seriously re- 

flected upon what it destroys. It 

destroys health, happiness and mater- 

fal substance. It brings the prodigal 
to poverty, the widow to penury, and 
the orphan to want. It consumes the 
spiritual vision and burdens the blind 
and impoverished spirit with ignoble 

desires. It increases woes, multiplies 
desolations, and assures the anguish 

of the quenchless flames to all who 

are enthralled by its unbelief. 

But the scriptures affirm that 
where sin abounded, grace did much 

more abound. Now to this abounding 
grace,-we are to give some consider- 

ation. According to God's determite 

counsel, grace came to lustrate our 
souls, to mollify our bruises, and to 

heal our putrifying sores. We were 

in affliction and reproach, for we 

were laden with iniquity, yet through 
the riches of this grace we had the 

forgiveness of our sins. We were in 
the gaul of bitterness and our sins 
were ever before us, but an abounding 

grace removed them and cast them 

into the depths of the sea. When we 
were without strength, in due time 

Christ did by the grace of God taste 
death for every man. In that hour 
Christ spoiled principalities and 
powers, he made a show of them 
openly, phing over them in his 

cross, and because he was victorious, 
Paul could say that where sin abound- 
ed, grace did much more abound. 

It is a pleasing and inspiring 

thought that grace abounds to give 
ys peace with God which passeth all 
understanding. Jesus said in the 

"world ye ‘shall have tribulation and 

our own experiences attest the cor- 
rectaness of the forecast. Here we 

are in the midst of sin and the trials 
which it occasions. We are in the 
world and its industrial wars, its 
social upheavals and its political dis- 

turbances toss us about, yet through 
this abounding grace, peace abides in 
our hearts. Then thers are seasons 
when we are in sore trouble and the 
angry waves of the world’s unrest 

beat violently against the shores of 

our tranquility, but as the covenant 

of peace is not withdrawn, therefore, 
we can rest in the Lord and wait 
patiently for the subsiding of the 

stormy periods... It will banish fear 
and enable us to pass serenely over 

the billowy waters of the world’s 
commotions, if we will keep in mind 
that Jesus said, “peace I leave unto 

you.” Enriched and strengthened by 

such a priceless gift we can endure in 

calmness of spirit the tumults that 

come in like a flood, for a continuing 
peace is ours through the justifying 
grace of Jesus. I am thinking now 
of the depth and height of that 

glorious peace the apostle mentions 

in his oft repeated salutation to the 

churches. And this wonderful peace 

has come to us through an abounding 

grace and its radiant and copious 

realities afford us light, joy and 

peace. in this mortal ie we are 

environeu DY & pretentious material- 
18m; In jact we are constantly con- 

fronted with some If its dismal per- 

plexities, but we must not allow them 

to make the present gioomy or the 

tuture. somber or permit them in 

anywise to disturb that deep and 

gracious peace which is the gift of 
God's grace to us, 

Aga, it is through this abounding 
grace that we pass from under the 
domain of This is an achieve- 
men worthy of profound considera- 
tion. The apostle exultingly calis it 
freedom from the law of sin and 
death. In the marvelous transaction 
which grace wrought effectually in 
our behalf, we were also made free 
froeu those carnal ordinances that had 
been imposed upon us. In other 
words, it means that by reason of 
death we were made free from sin 
and from the law with its fleshy 
commandmeénts and aré become the 
servants of righteousness. Once the 
believer was alive in sin, but through 
grace he died to sin and thus passed 
beyond its potent and extensive do- 
minion. That the believer has put 
off the old man who is corrupt ac- 
cording to the deceitful lusts and that 
in the transition he put on the new 

man, which aftér God is created in 
righteousness ang true holiness, is one 
of those liberating truths that Paul 
insisted upon the churches accepting. 
“How shall we that are dead to sin, 
live any longer therein?” is the 
apostle’s pertinent question to the 
church in Rome. Also, the apostle 
tells the Roman brethren that they 
are to reckon themselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Then 
he encourages them with the state- 
ment, that sin shall not have do- 
minion over them; for they are not 
under the law, but under grace. Thus 

i the at though sin abounds, 
throggh a more abounding grace, 

hy have’ fredom from its polluting 
and oppressive dominion. - 
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SERMON OUTLINE 

A CONQUERING CHURCH 
Text: Matt. 16:18. 

Note—The following is the first of 
a series of sermon outlines to be con- 
tributed by Rev. John W. Newsom, 
Missionary of the Sweetwater Asso- 

ciation. Other preachers in this sec- 
gion are invited to make contributions 

to this department.—Editor. 

L A Conquering Church Has Unity 

of Purpose: . 

1. To Carry the Message to All the 

World. 

a. All Are Equally Responsible. 

3. To In Every Way Honor God. - 
a. By Living Surrendered Lives. 
b. By Keeping Our Lives Unspotted 

From the World. 
IL. A Conquering Church Conquers 

Through Its Inner Life Princi- 

ples. A ) 
1. This Is a Principle of Sacrifice. 

2. This Is a |Principlé of Truth. . 
3. This Is a Principle of Conquering 

Faith, 
IIL A Conquering Church Has Carist 

As Its Base. 
1. The Base of Supplies Governs the 

Campaign. 
a. A Base Where There Is Plenty. 
b. Where There Is No Fear of Ex- 

hausting the Supply. 
The Base of Supplies Govern the 
Range df Work Done. 

The Basé of Supplies Governs the 
Character of Work Done. 

4. The Base of Supplies Governs the 

Morale of the Workers, 
- Jao, W. Newsom. 

po
 

Dr. wv. F. Fry of the Bible depart. 
ment ‘of Simmons assisted in the 

dedication of the Valley View Church 
in Runnels County. All-day services 

were held. In the afternoon Pastor 
Swindell of Ballinger and Judge, Par- 
rish of the same place delivered help- 

ful addresses. Brother M, C. Golden 
is pastor of the church. 

At the last regular meeting of the 
Ministerial Council of Simmons Uni- 
versity the following officers were 

elected for the next term: N. E. 

McGuire, president; Sam Morris, 

vice president; “Happy” Jordan, 
secretary; J. M. Sibley, eritic and 

C. R. Campbell, parliamentarian. 
dD 
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THE HOLY NATIVITY 

(Continued From Page One) 

In the life of Christ we have the 

perfection of humility. Self-loving, 
self-centered man, exalts himself at 

the expense of others, and on their 

ruins often builds his fortune, repu- 

tation and position, but Jesus gives 

up all, that man may be rich, and 

make himself of no reputation that 

man may gain favor with his God. 

Man treads on others to exalt himself. 

Jesus suffers himself to be trodden 

apon to exalt others. His love for 
us is surely past our finding out. 

1here is no gauge by which to meas- 

ure the depths of such humiliation, 
no means by which we may ascertain 

the heigth, depth, length and breadth 

of such love save the cross on which 

He died—the cross high as heaven, 
deep as hell, and broad as the whole 

expanse of the universe of God. How 

insulting to such a God, and how self- 

ish and dishonoring is all human 

pride in the face of such incompre- 
hensible love. God grant us humil- 

ity! Pride and arrogance is accursed 

of Him, but where there is an humble 

soul there the Most High dwells. 

“God resisteth the proud but giveth 

grace to the humble. Humble your- 
selves in the’ sight of the Lord and 

He shall lift you up.” 

Humility is the fruit of righteous- 

ness, the reflected image of the bless- 
ed Christ, the brightest star in the 
christian’s crown, and the christian’s 

bond of peace. Without this virtue, 

we rob the Saviour of the glory He 

would reveal in us, and unfit our- 
selves for His service. 

The Heralds of the Birth. 

It was a custonf in ancient times 

when a king made his appearance 

into a city or community, to send a 

messenger before him crying, “make 

way for the king” Jesus had sent 
His messenger before His face. The 

voice of one had been crying in ‘he 
wilderness. Now He has come. The 

long looker for Christ has come to 
save the people from their sins. The 
King of all kings has come, and 
angels and archangels sweep over the 
plains of Bethlehem to make known 
the glad tidings. 

Like the rising of the sun in the 
heavens the incarnation of the Son 

of God—which was the rising of the 
Sun of Righteousness in the spiritual 
heavens—broke silently over the 
earth. 

“Out of the shadows of night, 
\ world rose into light; 

It 13 day-break everywhere.” 
But men walked on in darkness not 

knowing that the true light had come. 

The priests arose that morning and 

kindled fires under the alters not 

knowing that the true Priest, of whom 

they were only types, was born; the 

one who should stand in earthly tem- 

ples to burn incense, but should stand 
in the presence of the Father, and 

offer His own blood a sacrifice for 

many. Herod went on that day in 

the display of imperial splendor, not 

knowing that the true King of Isreal 

was born in the little hill town near 
by. 

But if our Saviour’s birth was un- 
noticed on earth, it was noticed in 

Leaven. If it furnished no glorious 
scette to the people, it was not un- 
noticed by angels. “As the shep- 

herds watched their flocks by night,” 
they saw in the distant heavens a 
light. It grew brighter. It came 

nearer. Brighter! Brighter! Nearer! 
Nearer! What can it be? What is its 
meaning? The shepherds tremble and 

are afraid. But soon it bursts upon 
them in its full significance. There 

shines out a central glory before 

which all that had seemed transcend- 
ent faded into comparative eclipse. 
An angel stepped forth with the mes- 

sage: “Fear not, for behold I bring 
you glad tidings of great joy, which 
shall be unto all people; for unto you 
is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” 
And the choir of heaven right there 

on the plains struck up the song: 
“Glory to God in the highest! on 

earth peace, good will to men.” 

“Ah! Bethlehem was grander, 

That hour than paradise; 

And the light of earth that night 

eclipsed, : 
The splendors of the skies.” 

Shepherds Afraid. 

When the angels appeared to the 
shepherds, the shepherds were afraid. 

when right at that moment God was 
doing more for them than he ever be- 

fore had done for mortal. We are 

often times frightened at those things 

which afterwards prove to be eternal 

blessings. We fear the flames of the 

firey furnace forgetting that Jesus 

will walk with us there. We dread 
the lions’ den forgetting that our 

God hath power to lock the lions’ 

jaws. Tossed on the sea of trouble, 

of affliction, of disappointment, we 

are almost shipwrecked. We pray 
for the Deliverer to come, but when 

He comes walking on the waters we 

think Him a ghost and are afraid. 
These clouds that darken our sky, are 

but the shadows of angel's wings, 

and the thunder’s rattle but the music 

of heavenly spheres. As Mr. Spur- 

geon once said: “God often sends His 

love letters to His children in black 
envelopes.” Dost thou fear O child 
of God? Listen. “Fear thou not for 
I am with thee. Be not dismayed for 

I am thy God. I will strengthen 

thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I 
will uphold thee by the hand of My 

righteousness.” Are you His child, 

and do you trust Him? Why fear? 

He will not suffer thy foot to be 

moved. 

“The soul that on Jesus doth lean for 

repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to his 

foes: 

That soul, though all hell should en- 
deavor to shake 

I'll never, no, never, no, 

forsake.” 

The Orchestra of Heaven. 

Great events are celebrated with 

never 

music and banquet and oration. There 
was no banquet in Bethlehem when 
our Saviour was born. Joseph and 
Mary were too poor to give a ban- 
quet. But there was a banquet in 
heaven—a banquet of rejoicing, a 
banquet of hallelujahs; no Demosthe- 

nes or Cicero graced the scene with 

oration, but an orator more eloquent 

by far, came forth with the master 

piece of the ages. “Unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Sav- 
ioar which is Christ the Lord.” No 
Beethoven or Handell or Jennie Lind 
or Florence Nightingale were there 
with immortal composition or eapti- 
vating song, but the orchestra of 
heaven was there. When the great 
expostulation ended as after some 

grand recitative, there followed a 
burst of triumphant- chorus sweeter 
by far than violin’s not or dulcimer’s 
string or clarinet or flute or cymbal 
or harp or all the notes of earthly 
music combined. 

“Glory to God in the highest! 
On earth peace, 

Good will toward men.” 

A Contrast. 

But another thought claims our at- 
tention here, and that is the incarna- 
tion of our blessed Lord as compared 

with his second advent. 
He came to save the world but the 

the world had no room for Him. 
From the first he was received as an 
intruder. Did he come in poverty? 
He shall come again in riches. Did 
he come in weakness? . He shall eome 
again in power. Did he come in dis- 
honor? He shall come again in hon- 
or. Did he come born in a manger? 
He shall come again sitting on his 
throne of His glory. Did just one 

star acknowledge his birth? When 
he shall come again all the styrs 

shall fall before his face. Did just 
one angel announce his birth? When 

he come again he shall bring all his 
hold angels with him. Did men re- 

ject him? Then every one shall bow 

and every tongue confess. Did men 

sit in judgment on him? He shall 
come the second time to judge the 

quick and the dead. The first ad- 
vent was all unnoticed. The second 
advent will startle the world. 

Beloved, that will be a great Day 
—the greatest of all days—a day to- 
ward which all others point—a day 

every soul its just recompense of 

day! Speed it on! Speed it on! O, 

Jesus, the people await thy coming. 

Salvation for All 

that Jesus came into the world. 

knew for what he came. 

came to inspect our army and navy, 

He made known His mission. 

Oh, lost soul, it was for your sake |} 

There is no mistake about His mis- | 2]; 
sion. The Prince of Wales came over |&& 

to this country one time and no one |S 
Some | [Ic 

thought he came to look into our|f 

form of government, some, that he |i 

come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” “I am come to call sin- 
ners to repentance,” “I am come that 
they might havelife.” Our pitiable 

condition brought Him into the world. 

For you lost soul He died. He wants 

to save you. O, will you longer re- 

sist Him? Proud heart yield today 

and know the bliss of a Saviour’s 
love, 

Home at Last. 
Many years ago a man leaving his 

family in Massachusetts sailed from 
Boston to China to trade there. On 
the coast of China in the midst of a 

night of storm, he made shipwreck. 
He was driven upon the beach with- 

out 8 dollar. In the streets of Canton 

he had to beg to keep from starving. 
For two years there was no com- 
munication between himself and fam- 

ily. They supposed him dead. He 

knew not but that they were dead. 
He had gone out as captain and was 
too proud to come back as private 

sailor. But at last he chocked down 
his pride, got a position: ‘on a vessel 

and sailed for home. Arriving at 

Boston he took a train for the center 
of the State where he had left his | Over 

family. Going up in front of the 
cottage in the bright moonlight he 

said the place looked to him like 
heaven. He rapped, and an affright- 

knew his voice. That.scene of wel. 

attempt to describe. 

seamen, and that you are tossed and 

driven on the sea of sin by a worse 

we all get home. 

into which the interests of all other |X 

days shall be ushered and consum- | 

mated—a day in which the christian’s | {Ic 
brightset hopes will all be realised— | FJ 

8 day when God will deal out to|fd 

reward whether it be good, or wheth- | . 
er it be evil. Glorious day! Welcome |¢ 

some, that he came to see our coun- | Sf 
try, but none knew. But when the |! 

Prince of Peace came to this world |& 
“I am 

God, which followed, it were vain to |% 

I know that today many of you are : 

night, yet I pray God you may | 
all get e. In the church dear | 
ones await your coming. the | B& 
house of many mansions, loved ones | 
are waiting there. Jesus with out- |X 
stretched arms and pleading voice, |B 
waits to give you welcome. Escaped |B 
from the shipwrecks of sin. Through |} 
the rich grace of Jesus Christ, may | 
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