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- Officials: Costco might open store in area

Potential developers say club would be located between Midland, Odessa

By Cale Ottens

cottens@mrt.com

in Midland and Odessa are now working to

entice Costco Wholesale Corp. to build a store in the area.

Costco is a membership warehouse club that prides itself
in offering the lowest price on a range of brand-name mer-
chandise, including electronics, fumiture and food.

The closest store to the area is currently in Lubbock, but
multiﬁ sources said a warehouse may arrive in Midland
or SO0N. —

Bobby Burns, Midland Chamber of Commerce president
and chief executive officer, said in an email that Midland
developers are working to bring a Costco to the Tall City.

Al least three additional developers in Odessa are also
trying to bring a Costco to the area, said Guy Andrews,

mrt.com

director of economic development for the Odessa Chamber
of Commerce.

Andrews said he attended an Intermational Council of
Shopping Centers conferencé in Las Vegas last year to
meet specifically with a Costco representative.

The meeting was scheduled to last 30 minutes, but
Costco had little to no interest in opening a store in Odessa
at the ume, he said.

“He tned to blow us off, so | just asked him the question
When i1s the last ime you were 1n Odessa”” Andrews said

The Costco representative said it had been more than
two years since he was in the area and Andrews then ex-
plained the rapid growth in the area.

The initial lack of excitement grew to “great interest” af-
ter the meeting, which ended up lasting 15 minutes longer
than expected, Andrews said.

Dave Messner, Costco’s vice president of real estate,
said 1n an e-mail the company 1s “active throughout Texas.”
but could not comment on individual markets

“They’d like for 1t to be somewhere between Midland
and Odessa,” Andrews said. "“That makes sense for them.
One store 1s probably all they |l put out here and they know
it' 1l take both populations to support it

While no official plans are set. Andrews said Costco will

Please see COSTCO/4A
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NOT ON BOARD WITH CAF

Rachael Gleason/Reporter-Telegram

South Dallas residents rally outside Dallas Executive Airport on Monday. The group was protesting officials plans lor airport development without

seeking neighbors’ input.

Dallas residents protest

By Rachael Gleason

rgleason@mrt.com

DALLAS — It appears that the
Commemorative Air Force could have
a bumpy landing at Dallas Executive
Airport.

A runway expansion project starting
this summer has nearby residents wor-
ried about the noise and safety of bigger
airplanes — especially if they're from
World War Il

Holding signs that read “Don’t land
on me” and “Listen to the voters,” aboput
30 members of the Neighbors of Dallas
Executive Airport advocacy group pro-
tested Monday for more say in airport
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develgpment.

Construction starts this summer on
(WO runways to “better serve existing
tenants and projected growth,” accord-
ing to the city of Dallas

It's a project that has been in the
works since 201 1, but according to Oak
CIiff resident and rally organizer David
Swain, residents just learned of the
plans two months ago.

“We're not against the development
of the airport. We want it to flourish and

be a success,” Swain said Monday at the

protest. “But the way they are develop-
ing the airport does not keep in mind
any of our concerns as neighbors.”

Swain said communities bordering the
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airport weren t invited to public meel
ings that started in 201 1: sign-in sheets
show that only city staff. city contrac
tors and airport tenants attended

“Not a single resident that hives in
proximity of the airport were involved
in those meetings,” he said. "Apparently
that's what they are considering to be
community input.

South Dallas resideiit and protester
Ben Giersch had more questions than
answers at Monday 's rally at the inter
section leading to the airport

“Most of us want improvement and
developments, but what kind of

Pleasc see CAF/4A
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Chevron
CEOQO: Basin
experiencing

‘rebirth’

By Mella McEwen

mmeenwena&mrrl coom

("hevron Chairman and Chiet Executive
Othcer John Watson said Wednesday al
the corporation s annual shareholder meet
ing that the Permman Basin 1s undergoing
a tremendous rebirth due to technological

advancements

[ he rebirth waill
help Chevron s
plans for a sigmii

Group protests
near site of Chev-
ron meeting

Page 4A

Cdnl Increase in pro
duction by the end
of the decade. he
sdaid. An expanding
middie class glob
ally means energy
demand will only
g0 up. he said. with the company predic
ing energy demand will grow by one-third
by 2030. And o1l and gas will supply more
than 50 percent of that demand because 1t
1s affordable and rehable, Watson said

'Our production can grow rapidly. he
sard. “Not only can this rebirth benehit the
company but it can benefit the country
creating jobs and revenues

Watson, senior executives, sharehold
ers and shareholder representatives made
the trip to Midland for Chevron's annual
shareholder meeting. the tirst one held in
Midland since 2003

['he last ume Chevron met in Mhidland.
Watson said, activity levels were not near
ly what they are today. and the Perman
Basin continued to be seen as played out
until technology helped increase produc
ton. Permian Basin production currently
1s at | 4 mlhon barrels a day and headed
toward 2 milhon barrels a day. “"Who
knows where 1t will g0 " he said

Chevron has been active in the region
for 90 years through 1ts vanous legacy
acquisitions, and holds 2 milhon acres.
Watson said

Please see CHEVRON/4A
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firebrand Ted Cruz a politi-

cal celebrity and remains
America’s hise state
for the tea party move-
ment, comes another rising
grassroots star. Patrick’s
victory Tuesday in the
Republican primary for
lieutenant governor, a posi-
tion that holds a unique
amount of power in Texas,
over | ]l-year incumbent
David Dewhurst has the
potential to push a deeply
red state even farther to the
right at a time when tea
party contenders are strug-
gling elsewhere.

Patrick, like Cruz, has
“a spirit for real reform
but also a fighter mental-
ity,” said JoAnn Flem-
ing, executive director of
Grassroots America — We
the People, a conservative
activist group based in East

= mm————

they keep rising in a state
that’s fertile ground for
grassroots stalwarts.

“The tea party groups
m ]
m-m and much
Wm than the

or -

ment outside efforts,” said
Texas-based strategist Matt
Mackowiak. “They just
The movement'’s
strength in Texas is further
magnified in primary and
runoff elections, where
turnout i1s low and the most
motivated voters have the
greatest sway.

Twenty years Cruz’s
senior but a head taller
and often quicker with a
10,000-watt smile, Patrick
has the same fast-on-his-
feet oratorical prowess
as Cruz, who was an lvy
League debating cham-
pion. Patrick has a more
abrasive style that critics
call bullying — but also
has been known to weep in
public over issues close to
his heart.

Patrick bragged that
he was the first grass-
roots sensation elected
in Texas when he won
a Houston-based state
Senate seat in 2006. He
founded the Legislature’s
lea party caucus, and his
lieutenant governor bid

— —— e A ——

MPD: Man assaults
TxDOT employees, officer

From staff reports

A Midland man was
arrested
Sunday for
allegedly
assaulting
four Texas

portation
employees
and a po-
lice officer

Michael L. Vasquez,

32, was charged with a
first-degree felony charge
of assault against a public
servant. He has since been
released from custody on a
$75,000 bond.

Mid'and police officers
were dispatched to the
intersection of Interstate
20 and Rankin Highway
around 5:15 a.m. Sunday,
according to the arrest
afhdavit.

When the first officer
arrived, he saw a man,
later identified as Vasquez,
assaulting four TxDOT
employees. The officer
told Vasquez to get on the
ground, but he refused to
comply and continued the
assault.

During the struggle, the
officer also was punched
in the face multiple times.
By the ime backup arrived.
the TxDOT workers and
the police officer were

FELONY
ARRESTS

- FROM STAFF REPORTS

Kimberly M. Dunman,

27, of Midiand, was arrested
Tuesday on charges of forgery
of a financial instrument and

possession of a controlled
substance.

Yolanda

Espinoza-Rulz.
33, of Midland, was arrested
Tuesday on charges of forgery
of a financial instrumient and
possession of a controlied
substance.

Eddie J. Harmon Jr., 48, of

Midiand, was arrested Tuesday

on a charge of aggravated
assault.

Source: Midland County
Sheriff'’s Office.

police say a man

Suspect released
in fatal DWI
crash arrested

Associated Press

HOUSTON — Houston
in

struggling to keep Vasquez
subdued and on the ground.
He was placed into hand-
cuffs and transported to the
Midland County Central
Detention Center without
further incidence, the report
stated.

The afhdavit didn't
indicate the reason behind
the alleged assault of thr

TxDOT employees.

If convicted of the
first-degree felony charge.
Vasquez could face be-

tween five and 99 years in
prison.

BASIN CARE
INTERNAL MEDICINE

137-b88-111131

his v
party Tuesday. “If you love
America, we to the
grassroots of the Republi-
can i

Bom y Scott Goeb,
Patrick grew up in work-
ing-class Baltimore and
took a new name for on-air
appearances while working
as a sportscaster in Penn-
sylvania. His rise featured
some serious setbacks,
including going bankrupt
and attempting suicide in
the 1980s, before he made
a fortune buying and sell-
ing Texas radio broadcast
rights.

More recently, he has
devoted his radio program
to social and policy topics
that resonate with fierce
conservatives.

“What we're trying to do
1s take back America,” said
one fan, Irene Dykemn, a
/8-year-old retired artist
who saw Patrick at a recent
tea party debate 1n Salado,
north of Austin. “It’s really
going bad and I'm just
scared of what'’s going to
happen.”

A Touch of Whimsy with Curslepot.

he’s a strong favorite.

If he wins, Patrick has
promised to further restrict
access to abortion and give
Texans the right to carry
guns virtually anywhere.
He says he can muscle
policies through the Leg-
islature to halt an “illegal
invasion” of immigrants.
Patrick even has threatened
to subject airport screeners

to criminal charges for “ex-

cessive touching™ during
security pat-downs.

For now, he’s not yet on
the radar of the major na-
tional conservative groups
because he's seeking a
state office, but Peggy Ven-
able, a policy director for
Amernicans for Prosperity,
an advocacy group funded
by the billionaire Koch
brotheérs, said she sees “a
lot of similarities’ with the
more famous Cruz.

J101 N. Big Spring * Mon.-Fri. 10-6 « Sat. 10-5 » 432-687-6010
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“Serving West Texas Since 1981"
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Outdoor Rooms, Low Voltage Lighting Systems

www.franklinfoliage com g

When the Titanic sank, 2228 people were on it. Only 706 survived.

Butterflies cannot fly if their body temperature is less than
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» Check electrical connections
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The professionals at Bosworth will:

(heck and calibrate
thermostat(s)

(heck condenser

lan motor(s)

Check relays
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(heck temperature
differential
Maintenance supplies
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Associated Press

FORT WORTH — Jorge Rodri was hoping for an
Instead, year-old concrete pourer is suing the

clydlﬁﬂ'uthfmmffullym‘:::dmma:am

planned to fix up and sell. The lawsuit marks the third

down a home.

Jorge Rodriguez said in the lawsuit filed this week in
district court he received a “partially illegible letter”
lRutMaymﬁnghllishouuwts scheduled for a teardown.

odriguez says he went to the city’s planning department
and was assured the letter was a clerical error. Never-
theless, the house was later demolished. Hé's seeking
$50,000 in damages.

“Just imagine having a house, and then a week later,
an empty lot, not even grass,” said Isaac Rodriguez, the
plaintiff’'s son.

The city, however, said that the demolition was no
accident.

“For approximately 18 months, issues concerning the
property were heard by both the Historic and Cultural
Landmarks Commission and the Building Standards
Commission,” saidcity of Fort Worth spokesman Bill
Begley. The Building Standards Commission finally
ordered the house’s demolition.

Isaac Rodriguez said his father purchased the property

| for $17,000 in October 2012. A January 2013 photo on

- Google Maps shows a squat, one-story house with miss-
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Hitton DoubleTree $3,175 421
Hilton Garden Inn $1,995 587
Residence Inn $1,562,139
Holiday Inn Express $1,493 666
La Quinta (Wall) $1,235,771
Sieep Inn §1,235,758
Townplace Sultes $1,128,175
Springhill Sultes $1,195,831

Things to do

@ Collector Car Auction at the

@ Slorytime 10:30 a.m., Midiand
Mmmwmmm
fon. www.co.midiand. tx.us.

Support groups, club
meetings today

@ Permian Basin Chess Club,
8 pm., University of Texas of the
Permian Basin student union; Steve
Dudiey, 556-1920; Brian Farrell,
288-7141; pbee. 50gigs.net; odes-
sachess @ cableone.net

@ TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) 6:30 p.m., Christian Church of
Midiand, 2609 Neely Ave.. weigh-in is
al 5:30 p.m. 694-86843

Reporter-Telegram
on the radio

Editor Stewart Doreen discusses
ocal news at 9:35 a.m. Thursdays on
KWEL (AM 1070, FM 107.1)

Community calendar

@ Dr. Ben Carson is 1o be signing
copies of his book, “One Nation: What
We Can All Do 1o Save America’s Fu-
Wwre, 4 p.m. June 7 at Barnes & Noble
Booksellers, 2617 W Loop 250 N

Carson, recently retired as the
director of pediatric neurosurgery at
Johns Hopking Hospital, is a Wash-
ington Times columnist and Fox News
contributor. He is a former member of
the President’s Council on Bioethics
and a recipient of the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.
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thewr guests is planned for 10 p.m
Saturday 0 10 3 am. Sunday at
Midiand Center

The party is free for graduates and
$20 for guests (who must not be oider
than 20 and must have completed at
east thewr sophomore year in high
school). There will be food, games
and prizes for the graduates. The
prizes will be awarded at the end of
the event, graduates must be present

100 degrees was reached later.
Following are the dates when it
has hit 100 from 2000-2013.
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Lottery
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gh Five: 6-13-19-28-29
10-26-36-41-53-54

likely ask for additional
incentives to make the
move to the area and it’s the
larger that are
more likely to seal the deal.
“You’re not going to get
a small dcvcloper to attract
a Costco,” he said. “They’re
gonna go with a big boy.”
Multiple other conversa-

| tons indicate Costco likely

would go inside the Dorado
Center, a planned shopping
center near Highway 191

_and Faudree Road.

Odessa-based ICA Prop-
erties Inc. owns the 237
acres where the shopping
center is slated to sit.

ICA Properties also owns
about 60 percent of all pri-
mary business office space
in Odessa, including seven
of the tallest office build-
ings, in addition to more
than 900,000 square feet of
shopping center space —
including Music City Mall
— and other undeveloped
land throughout the state,
according to the company
website.

John Bushman, ICA

| Properties owner, said the

. Dorado Center now has two

i
|
|

tenants under contract.
The tenants signed a

' confidentiality agreement

| with ICA Properties, mean-

ing Bushman could not
disclose the names of either

' 0nmou
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Watson also said:
B [he nation 1s under-

| going a domestic energy

renaissance.
He said there a cnitical

' need for skills such as en-

| gineering, and geosciences,
' less in Midland-Odessa

| because of its history with

the industry:
B Majors such as

. Chewvron, Shell and Exxon

Mobil are late to the shale
game because indepen-
dents led early develop-
ment lhrough ‘tremendous
mnovation.”

& Chevron is “a strong

suppa'ter",pf exporung

& Cheyron has n;ned a
deal to explore the western
portion of Ukraine.

He said company of-

a 100-degree day in 2014. There have 5 ficials are closely watch-
been only two years since 2000 when |

ing developments in that
nation, particularly the

| tensions to the east along

the Ukraine-Russia border.
Also attending the
meeting, which was at the
Petroleum Museum, were
those with plans to call at-
tention to their concemns.
B Australian representa-
tives of the International
Transport Workers Union
wanted more information
about the Gorgon project,
which Chevron “50 will be
operlmoml by mid-20185.
Union representatives

expressed concerns about
that time frame.

@ Activist sharehold-
ers hoped to pressure

business.

He did, however, confirm
one business is a “large
multi-entertainment compa-
ny  that's currently located
elsewhere in West Texas,
yet not in the Midland and
Odessa area.

The second business is
a housing developer that
plans to build nts or
duplexes within the Dorado
Center. That company al-
ready has a presence in the
area, Bushman said.

ICA Properties is also in
“senous discussions” with
a third company, which
Bushman said 1s a large
national retailer.

Bushman said he would
not be able to disclose

Protest outside

the company for more
transparency about its
charitable contributions,
with a speaker saying the
company doesn 't need to
be linked to controver-
sial social issues through
donations to comtroversial
organizations like Planned
Parenthood.

B Another shareholder
called for more transpar-
ency in the company's
lobbying efforts, specifi-
cally cniticizing the lack of
information on Chevron’s
industry association
memberships.

8 A nun with the Sisters
of St. Francis in Philadel-
phia expressed concerns
about Chevron’s shale
operations and their impact
on local communities.

She said she has “serious
concerns about sustainable

. shale development and |

have seen nothing done
about community involve-
ment, as we understand it.”
What happens, she asked,
20 or 30 years from now
when activity falls?

MMMM

the specific names of any
potential tenant until each
respective company pulls a
building permit. That could
happen before the end of
the year, he said, but no
specific timeline has been
sel.

The Dorado Center could
potentially house more
than 25 separate buildings,
Bushman estimated, and
ICA Properties is actively
trying to attract as many
national retailers as pos-
sible that are not curreatly
in the area.

“The more amenities we
can get and offer you, the

Bushman said

Mmusenm

Watson pointed to the
company's $1.5 billion
investment in communities
around the globe, support-
ing education, health and
economic development
projects. He also pointed
out that 1,400 of the com-
pany’s wells are registered
on the FracFocus.org web
site, detailing chemicals
used in the hydraulic frac-
turing of those wells.

He played a short video
detailing the March ruling
by U.S. District Judge
Lewis Kaplan in Manhat-
tan that the $9.5 billion
judgment against Chevron
by an Ecuadorian judge
was obtained through fraud
and how lead attorney
Gary Danzinger and his
associates used fraud, brib-
ery, money laundering and
obstruction of justice to
obtain the judgment. Chev-
ron was pulled into the
pollution controversy after

University of Texas to launch Americas institute
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Midland posts lowest jobless
rate in nation in April

From staff reports
During a month when

moymt rates plum-
around the nation,
the lowest rate was still
found in Midland.

The Bureau of Labor
Statistics Wednes-
day that Midland’s 2.3
percent unemployment
rate was the lowest of all
metropolitan statistical
areas. It was the fourth
time in the last five months
that Midland has posted
the lowest or tied for the
Iowcst unemployment rate

n the nation.

The number of jobless
rates that decreased in
April from the month prior
nearly spread across the'
board. Of the MSAs with
the lowest rates, the BLS
showed nine with rates
below 3 percent. That com-
pared to just one (Midland
2.7 percent) in March.

But some experts say
Midland’s unemployment
rate 1s too low. Amarillo
economist Karr Ingham
said markets with par-
ticularly low jobless rates

| can start to see negative

impacts, such as inflation,

as reported this week.
Ingham said an unem-

ployment rate between

3 percent and 4 percent

would likely indicate a

healthier economy in

e bt . | Midland, noting a%éro
Ciore TIkely You are fo stay. | percent jobless rate is “not

CAF

From 1A

development are they
talking about? What's the

‘benefit? Does it i

our health and qm
life?” he asked. “We're
concerned a lot of this
activity is happening in
secrecy. Why? If it’s good
for us, why hasn’t there
been any transparency?”

The CAF announced
plans last month for a na-
tional air base and “world’s
preeminent air show™ at the
south Dallas airport. The
nonprofit military aviation
organization will move at
least five staff members by
the end of the year to start
work on the $40 million
“world-class attraction”
and start fundraising
efforts.

Even though Dallas

' already has the Frontiers

of Flight Museum at Love
Field and Cavanaugh
Flight Museum in Addi-
son, Swain said the CAF
move could be good for
growth in the southern part
of the city. But he wants to
be a part of discussion.

“An emphasis on
improvement in south
Dallas is great. But simply
comung in and telling us
what you think is best isn't
necessarily what we want,”
he said. “You have to listen
to thc Ie who live in

as if you want to
grow south Dtl]u."

CAF President and CEO
Stephan Brown responded
via email the ‘word “Yes”
to questions about meeting
with the residents about

desirable at all.”

At the national level, the
Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System
cites a jobless rate between
5 percent and 6 percent as

The national unemploy-
ment rate fell ta 5.9 per-
cent in April, down from
7.1 percent in April 2013,
according to the BLS's
Wednesday report.

Immediately trailing
Midland were Logan, Utah
(2.5), Bismarck, North
Dakota (2.6) and Ames,
lowa (2.7). Odessa tied for
eighth with a jobless rate
of 2.9 percent.

The BLS rankings in
April also showed the
strength of the Texas econ-
omy. Of the MSAs with
the lowest 20 unemploy-
ment rates (3.5 or lower),
five were from Texas
(Midland 2.3, Odessa 2.9,
Amarillo 3.3, Lubbock 3.5
and College Station-Bryan
3.5). Another four MSAs
posted unemployment
rates below 4 percent (San
Angelo 3.6, Abilene 3.7,
Austin-Round Rock-San
Marcos 3.8 and Victoria
3.8)

The BLS report also
showed Midland’s civilian
workforce in April was
97,200 — an increase of
700 f<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>