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Enrollment increases affect PE classes, safety
Handful of MISD campuses report physical education classes that don’t ‘follow the law’

By Meredith Moriak
Staff Writer

Midland ISD’s enrollment surge is affecting
more than just the number of desks and text-
books needed. It’s also taking a toll on the

number of teachers needed for physical
education classes.

Growing PE class sizes were discussed at
length during Wednesday’s meeting of the

MISD School Health Advisory Council.

“We’re having an explosion of class size, but
nothing is being done about PE,” said Nancy
Surber, MISD’s director of Athletics, Physical

Education and Health.

She shared detailed PE enrollment numbers
during the meeting, which show 10 PE classes

at five campuses have sections where one

teacher is responsible for more than 45 stu-
dents. According to state law, PE classes must
be kept at a ratio of one teacher for every 45

students.

Carver, W,

in an emergency situation.

An analysis of PE records provided by
MISD shows that 15 of MISD’s 24 elemerntary
schools have one full-time teacher alone

with students.

“How can people choose not to follow the
law? This is not just a law, but this is a safety
-issue,” Surber said during the meeting.

Schools seeing the largest PE enrollments
are Emerson, Houston, Rusk, Santa Rita,
' Bowie and Pease elemen-
taries. Surber said it’s not safe for one adult to
be in charge of so many students and men-
tioned she’s worried about what can be done

full-time aide.

to assist with classes.

PE class sizes,” Warren said.

Five schools with high enroliments have two
full-time teachers who split duties, two schools
have a part-time aide and two schools have a

In response to large PE class size, MISD
Superintendent Ryder Warren said the district
will look to hire more paraprofessional aides

“The first priority were the academic class-
rooms. And now that we’ve made all the deci-
sions about what we’re going to do on the aca-

demic side, we can address the issue among

Mhm
physical education
classes to be kept at a
ratio of one teacher
for every 45

mmm

onrm“_

“We got into this issue last year, but 1t

hiring helpers.”

wasn’t until second semester that we realized
we were exploding,” Warren said. “We will be

Please see PE/4A

City short 5,000 units,-ofﬁcials say

® With nts and housing
developments in the works, some
say relief 1s on the way.

By Kathleen Petty
Staff Writer

City officials estimate Midland is about
5,000 units short of meeting housing
demand.

In speaking with oil and gas companies
about the number of employees they re
still working to hire, while also looking at
the thousands of hotel rooms being used
each week for temporary housing, City
Manager Courtney Sharp said staff have
estimated there’s a need for about 5,000
more dwelling units withjn the Tall City.

“Wemnﬁseemganymdlcamwhal-
soever that the market is softening,”

Sharp said.

He said officials believe some relief is
on the way.

Between housing developments,
planned apartment complexes and new
hotel rooms, Sharp said there are just
more than 4,300 residential units
in the works.

Completion of any new development,
and relief from the present pricing mar-
ket, will not be immediate. But between

the about eight new apartment complexes
online and hundreds of homes planned in

“We’ll start seeing some relief probably
about 18 months from now,” Sharp said.
“I don’t think there will be a cure, but
there will be some relief.”

5,000 units?

Historically, Sharp said the develop-
ment community has stayed a couple of
years ahead of the needs. However, when
the 2008-09 housing bubble burst, that

trend stopped for a lot of local

It occured because of the dip in the
economy and because of a lack of avail-
able lots for development in the years that
followed.

“When we had lots that were a couple
of emahead,wewmcatchmgupmth
that inventory,” Sharp said.

Oil and gas company leaders also said
that cumulatively, they still could use as
many as 10,000 more employees in the
coming years, Sharp said.

Assuming those jobs could be filled by
couples — which is an assumption, espe-
cially because it’s difficult to fill any open
position in Midland — the city would
need about 5,000 places for those families
to live, he said.

Additionally, there are about 8,000
hotel rooms in Midland now, of which
nearly all are full during the week, Sharp
said. Some of those reservations are made
by people traveling for business, but thou-
sands are made by oil industry workers
who'’ve essentially become part-time
Midlanders.

Housing highlights

Current housing needs:

5,000 units

Expected growth from housing
developments, apartments
complexes and hotel rooms:

4,300 units

35-42 days

“Everybody basically works and lives
in Midland during the week and leaves on
the weekend,” he said.

The city’s estimate is one several
described as realistic. Though it’s difficult
to determine ly what needs exist
— and, ore, how best to meet them
— it’s clear there still is a housing short-
age, they said.

Please see HOUSING/5A

Dem, GOP

conventions

reveal new
face of Texas

By Richard S. Dunham
Hearst Newspapers

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Everybody
knows the Texas political stereotype:
Boot-wearing, tough-talking cowboy.
White. Male. Very conservative.

Think Rick Perry. Think George W.
Bush. Think J.R. Ewing.

But the recently concluded Democratic
and Republican National Conventions
gave American television viewers a dra-
matically different image
of the Lone Star State.
Diverse. Young. Rising
stars.

Think Julian and
Joaquin Castro. Ted
Cruz. Cecile Richards.
Eva Longoria. Francisco
“Quico” Canseco. Ale-
jandra Salinas.

“The opportunity 1s
there for a different
image of Texas than per-
haps the boots and spurs
tradition,” said Geoffrey
Skelley, political analyst
at the University of Vir-
ginia Center for Politics.
“With more national
knowledge of political
figures like Cruz and
Castro, that’s likely to
change more.”

That change clearly
was evident at the two
national conventions,
where both parties tried
to showcase their current
and future stars. Among
the dozen Texans taking
to the podium in Tampa
and Charlotte, the vast
majority were Latino or
African-American. Most
were women.

No Rick Perry. No George W. Bush.

“After eight years where George W.
Bush branded Texas in his own image.
the state boasts a collection of rising
stars ready to assume the mantle of lead-
ership,” said Austin-based Republican
consultant Matt Mackowiak. “The diver-
sity of Texas is not new, but the focus on
diversity by the major political parties 1s
new, as demographic trends heighten the
importance of messaging, engagement
and outreach. Texas is on the cutting
edge of the demographic shift that 1s
happening across the country.”

Mackowiak is right. Non-Hispanic
whites have been a minority in Texas for
most of the past decade. Mexican-Amen-
cans, African-Americans and Asian-
Americans have accounted for about 80
percent of the state’s massive population

growth since 2000.
Please see CONVENTIONS/4A

Jul Castro

Longoria
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'I'I'ral(notAdopbonStp-
port Group, 11:30 a.m. second
and fourth Wednesdays at First
Presbyterian Church; Kathy

Hagler, Kathy @WTIE.net
= Midiand Memorial Hospi-

tal's Better Breathing Club
meets 11:30 a.m. second Tues-
day at Midland Memorial Hos-
pital West Campus, 522-2273
or Joanna at 682-4229.

a PFLAG Odessa (Parents,
Families and Friends of Les-
bians & Gays), 7 p.m. the sec-
ond Monday (except on holi-
days), Alternative Life Solu-
tions Counseling, 2458 E. 11th
St., Odessa; 559-5909 or 432-
337-3684,

; Basin Commumty Cemor 401

E. lllinois Ave., Suite 403; Wil

Hoggard, 213-5342,

william_hoggard @ wicmhmr.org.
= Permian Basin Community

improve quality of life), 11:45
a.m. second Thursday, Mi Piaci
italian Restaurant, 2607 N.
Grandview Ave., Odessa; 432-
210-4234.

= Midland Amateur Radio
Club, 7:30 p.m., second and
fourth Mondays, clubhouse,
Loop 250 and Lamesa Road,;

- you
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PAMLYSCENCENIGHT - |

= A Midiand Quilters Guild
meeting “Quilting with Charlie:
Rulers and Things” is set for 7
| p.m.Tuesday and 1 p.m.
Wednesday at the
Universalist Church,
Neely Drive. Fornmih

mation call 694-0561.

m Casa de Amigos will offer
| free cholesterol, blood pres-
sure and PulseOx screenings
from 9 to 11 a.m. Wednesday

at Casa de Amigos. Screening
is limited to the first 25 pegple,

so call Casa at 682-9701 t0
reserve a spot.

= Midiand County Republi-
can Women are meeting 11:15
a.m. Wednesday at the Petrole-
um Club.

Guest speakers are 1o be
Rep. Tom Craddick and Texas
National Committee member,
Lt. Col. Borah Van Dormolen.

Lunch tickets are $16.50 with
a reservation and $21.50 without
a reservation. Admission is free
just to hear speakers. To BSVF,
emaill mcrwomen @ aol.com.

= Mission Center Aduit Day
Service will be honoring Dr.
and Mrs. Ronaid Boren as
grandparents of the year dur-
mampummms
p.m. Thursday at Green Tree
Country Club. Guest speaker is
to be Tumbleweed Smith.

Tickets are $75. For more
information, call 522-1221.
" = Home Instead Senior Care
will present Alzheimer's CARE

561-9729.

= Midland Optimist Club,
noon Tuesdays,Abuelo’s, 4610
N. Garfield St.; 685-7486.

= Permian Basin Coin and
Stamp Club, 7 p.m. second
Tuesday, Michael's Charcoal
Grill; Dave Taylor;559-9890 or

= TOPS (Take Off Pounds
Sensibly), 6:30 p.m. Thursdays,
Midland Senior Center, Midkiff
Road and lilinois Avenue,
weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m.; 694-
8643 and 10 a.m. Thursdays,
Christian Church of Midiand,
2608 Neely; 694-8347.

s ACT IX, 6:30 p.m. w'!d
Tuesday, Cole Theater; Carolyn
Schooilcraft, 685-7416.

= Uptown Midiand BPW,
noon, second and fourth
Wednesdays, Petroleum Cilub;
Glenda Knox, 686-2819.

= Permian Basin Chess
Chub, 6 p.m. Thursdays at Uni-
versity of Texas of the Permian

Dgﬂ! P. Doctor, MD
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/ Acid Reflux * Emphysema / Asthma -
Allergies * Osteoporosis * Annual Physical Exam

N S
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With Conticdenc

training workshops from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Saturday at Inspira-

Basin student union; Steve docweathers @ suddenlink.net. tion Center, 4629 Andrews
Dudley, 556-1920; Brian Far- = Tall City VFW Post 7208, Highway.
rell, 288-7141; pbee.50gigs.net; 1303 E. Taylor, bingo games 7 The workshop is to help
odessachess @ cableone.net. p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays. families deal with behavioral

= Classic Movie Club, 7 Alcoholics Anonymous —  changes that often are associ-
p.m., Tuesdays, Cigar Frog’s, hotline 580-7868. ated with Alzheimer’s disease
216 N. Main St.; 687-1671. Narcotics Anonymous — or other dementias. -

@ The Midland Blue Star Mil-  hotline 582-2926. To RSVP or for more infor-

= La Hacienda Alumni, sup-  mation, contact Caitlin Chap-

itary Family, 7 p.m. second
port group for former patients, - > man at

Thursday, Koinonia Room at

First Presbyterian Church; Doc 7 p.m. Thursdays, 206 N. Mid- Caitlin.chapman @ homein-
Weathers 631-7646 or kiff Road; 697-0272. stead.com.
Fun Facts Sponsored by

é

FRANKLIN FOLIAGE ﬁ

“Serving West Texas Since 1981"

Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Water, | 685-3521

Outdoor Rooms, Low Voitage Lighting Systems

The 3 most valuable brand names on earth:
), Coca-Cola, and Budweiser, in that order.

B_.plii ® 2 0 009 5 00 000 PSS E OSSN NN e

'Pound for pound, hamburgers cost more than new cars.

Offering Same Day
Appointments!

iF

Permian Premier Health Services is proud to
welcome two new doctors to the Permian Basin
medical community.

Sayeeda Bilkis, M.D.

Board Certified in Internal Medicine
Clinical Lipidologist

Specialist in Clinical Hypertension
Provides Women'’s Health Screenings

Sam Eun Kim, M.D.

Board Certified in Internal Medicine

Dr. Bilkis and Dr. Kim specialize in:

e Arthritis * High Cholesterol

* Asthma * Hypertension

* Diabetes * Osteoporosis

* Emphysema * Pre-Op clearance for

* Heart Disease surgical patients

PERMIAN PREMIER

HEALTH SERVICES

421 North Tom Green * Odessa, Texas 79761
Phone 432-582-8589 * Fax 432-582-8592

www_permianpremier.com
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How fast do you want to drive?
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i ber 2 MCA students ,

'utr;:la- & Oil price rebound refuels - \ -
Midiand-Odessa economy AP Photo/Statesman.com, Ricardo B Brazziell

ba @ Pair charged with endan-

as gering 5 chiidren

nhar ® MPD: Teen assaults Here's what you thought: ..

nlun’ woman, escapes from cop car No. We already have deaths spread No! People here cannot drive safely Data consistently show that in

0 with across Texas having 10 do with t00 at speeds like that. The roads aren't areas where the highway speed limits

without high of speed. | personally think it built for it neither are drivers trained for  are less restrictive (such as Italy, Ger-

s free should stay 70 during day 60 at night it. It's not like it's Germany where the many, etc.), accidents and fatalities |

ISVP EVERYWHERE in Texas. roads and drivers are. decrease. Until mid-1999, there was |

Ol — Jill Stanford — Missy Wright Anderson no daytime highway speed limit in

t Day - - Montana. When speed restrictions |

Dr. No there'’s already enough accidents Yes, they should but they should con-  were imposed in June of that year, |

e Ranch pipeline bonds? in Texas and who wants to drive that sider to the law to give DL to people accidents and fatalities increased. I'd facebook.com/

— Seacsii fast. 'm sorry when my kids get oider | from 21-60 years old not lower or above  urge you all 1o look to the facts before TheReporterielegram

8:15 Yos . . ..., o 23 don't want them driving that fast. it's that because the youth are the once allowing your fears to prompt you into

Iree N LT 77 scary to drive now with all the people who are involve in the accidents every  forming poor, knee-jerk opinions. Twitter

aker is who just can't seem to stay off their single day. The old people drive 100 — Tim Kreitz twitter.com/mwitnews

|. Which team had the best phones and now they get 1o drive faster.  slow that take us forever on the roads.

e Midland High Bulidogs 40 | myopeatorum.com

n P

e MdendCrvistan 10| #{Miost popular at Facebook

9 a.m. Lee Rebels 21 #w

pira- Greenwood Rangers . 16 The most popular picture at our Facebook timeline was .

NS Trinity Chargers S of the family of baby bobcats found at Hogan Park with 35 I The Reporter-Telegram

- . comments, 30 re-posts and 190 likes. " provides multiple avenues for

oral Here’s what you thought you to participate in the con-

SSOCiH - WOW!!! | live in the area... should | worry? They are versation happening in our

ease beautifull!! online community.

; — Vickie Avalos Cordova m cm Ono:ha

m Follow our blow-by-blow The simple fact that they are there is amazing! With our mmea;mﬁ wrnt
high school football coverage population explosion and all the oil field traffic... | would ing in the comments section.

= on Twitter @ mwtsports and at think this shows we have a pretty healthy ecosystem in Facebook: Share an article
MyWestTexas.com/sports. If *  which to support them. Birds, squirrels, rabbits, rodents or continue the discussion on
you want to tweet our sports are plentiful where there is water and this will perpetrate " Facebook.com/TheRe-
!’emnors make sure 1o the perfGCt c0mp0n'ent3. Hurfay for Mother Ng‘l:re! —— t ponerTehgram after you read
mmt::n hashtag #PBF“B — Sandy Burris a post or article.
Also, make sure you check We're the ones outgrowing out niche...nature is beauti- us a Tme}izbg rt;smor o
our website Tuesday and ful, and the birds are really who need to worry, along with and @ mwisports.
Wednesday for video inter- { rodents and rabbits. Which are plentiful in the area. Polis: Go to MyWest-
views with coaches and read — Brittany Miles Texas.com to vote in the news
the sports blogs. polis 1o get your opinion heard.

encourage our readers to con-
#m tribute and help inform others.

Photos can be emailed to &
Send us your photos of jcannon @mrt.com or posted ,
your community event, sports at Facebook.com/TheRe-
match or breaking news. We porterTelegram. 1
g7 7.7
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Bright, rested eyes”? Come now-
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Get All About Eyes Serum De-Puffing Eye Massage plus more
ways to look fresh and fabulous on the go. Free™ with your
Clinique purchase of $23.50 or more. A $65.00 Value.

Clinique’s cooling eye de-puffer is ready to roll in your Bonus. All About Eyes Serum De-Puffing Eye
Massage glides on to freshen up tired-looking eyes. For a fresh new look, double your colour options
with natural-looking blush and a lip gloss duo, both in your choice of palette — Pinks or Nudes. You also
get Dramatically Different Moisturizing Lotion and a gentle eye makeup remover, all in a bloom-of-colour

cosmetics bag. Ready for you now at the Clinique Counter.
*Quantities are imited. One Bonus to a client, please. per event. While supphes ast.

Try NEW Even Better Eyes Dark Circle Corrector.

Dark circles are super-stubbom. Yet this new
treatment visibly lightens the entire eye area.

And instantly brightens all skins, fair to deep.
Result: Dark circles look 30% lighter in 12 weeks.

NEW Even Better Eyes Dark Circle Corrector,
34 fl. oz., $39.50.

WE SELL
t“'p;"f
STAR _

CLINIQUE
Alergy Tested. 100% Fragrance Free

Diflards.com/Facebook GMW Call 1-800-345-5273 to find a Dillard's store near you or visit us at www.dillards.com.

Call For A Free Estimate

1 563-0501

Choose the Dilard's Card B e by et Parn ey v

save of Dilard s ol day one dey

Rewards Option you ke best W OIT Shopping Passes” -~ Renard Ceortificates®
Vil DIRprdl COm e hake 8 b e ohocmaton on how 10 enmoll with ne fenlt 10 how much you can OR thet you can use on sl Dilerd s
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at the Ector County Coliseum.
Hours: Noon 10 10 p.m. Sunday;
and 5 10 10 p.m. Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday; 5 pm.-mid- -
night Friday; 10 a.m.-midnight Satur-
day. Tickets: $10 for adults, $5 for sen-
iors 55 and older and kids 12 and
younger and free for children 3 and
younger. Note: Monday is half price
day. Admission is half price and all car-
nival rides are $1 (Monday only).

Meetings schedule

County-commissioners

9 a.m. Monday |

Midiand County Courthouse auxil-
iary courtroom.

500 N. Loraine St.

5:30 p.m. Tuesday
First Floor board room
615 W. Missouri Ave.

Greenwood ISD
7:30 p.m. Monday
wood High School.

City Council

10 a.m. Tuesday

Council Chambers City Hall
300 N. Loraine St.

Library Advisory Board |
4 p.m. Tuesday
301 W. Missouri Ave.

Midiand County Republican
Women

11:30 am. Wednesday

Petroleum Club

501 W.Wall St.

For reservations, email mcr-
women @aol.com

Oil & Gas Advisory Commitiee
3 p.m. Thursday l
Council Chambers

300 N. Loraine St.

Permian Basin Republican
Assembly:

Time TBA

Classroom one at Midiand Memor-

al Hospital's West Campus

Lee Greewwood

Country music star Lee Greenwood
s 10 perform at 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday at First United Methodist
Church. The concerts are free and
open 10 the public. Doors will open 30
minutes belore each concert.

Free child care is available for ages

5 and under with pre-registration. o |
pre-register, call the church at 682-
3701.

Chamber of
Commerce annual

meeting

The Midiand Chamber of Com-
merce's annual meeting is planned for
11:30 am. Wednesday at Mdiand
Center. The speakers are 10 be board
chairman Chris Robin, owner of Maz-
da of Midiand, and Midiand College
President Steve Thomas, charman- |
elect. Tickets are $75 each. 1o register,
go to www.midlandbxchamber.com. For
more information, call 683-3381.

Water worries

Based on limits set by the Colorado
River Municipal Water District and the
amount the city can take from the Paul
Davis water fields, city officials expect
water delivery 0 be limited 10 18.5 mil-
lion gallons. Using more than that fig-
ure consistently could result in the city
halting outdoor watering.

Friday's total: 17,240,000

Saturday’s total: 17,275,000

Sunday’s total: 17,204,000

Monday's total: 15,437,000

Tuesday's total: 16,094 000

Wednesday's total: 16,934,000

Thursday's fotal: 17,464,000

Total storage by CRMWOD in their
lakes, as of Thursday, was 72,397
acre-feel. (1 acre-foot is approximately
325,800 gallons). Total storage last
year at the same time was 119,144
acre-feet. The average usage from
CRMWO for August is 12,675,581. The
current average for September is
13,124 833.

|

Lowest jobless rates
in the nation

The following are the lowest unem-
ployment rates for the month of July as |

reported recently by the Bureau of

25
3.3
38
40
42
42
43
43
45
46
46

Pick 3day: 4.7-7

Pick 3 night: 8-76

Dally 4 day: 0-240

Dally 4 night: 5-7-44

Cash Five: 5-7-8-16-37

Powerball: 6-20-34-44-48
PB:29

Lotio Texas: 5-12-20-27-30-43

Today in history

Today is Sunday, Sepl. 9, the 253rd
day of 2012. There are 113 days lef in

heyear

'

Cecile Richards

The daughter of former Gov. Ann Richards has become a national
star in her own right. At the Democratic convention, she brought dele-
gatestomeirbettryremindngmemofhernnﬂwrsfanm1m
keynote address. Texas Democrats are begging her to return to her
native state so she can run for statewide office, but Richards is not

He gave the best

r
- =
- L

than ever in the polis, reminded people

of the differences between the

Maumnmmwmwmm

Awhm?MMManlMduimu
national stage. He may not have wowed the world like lllinois state Sen. Oba-

Gabby Giffords

ma did at the 2004 Democratic National Convention, but he became an
instant sensation. “Julian Castro made the most of his time in the national
limelight, transforming him into one of the Democratic Party's most visible His-
panic leaders.” said Rice University political scientist Mark P. Jones. He even
got an instant celebrity impersonator, Jimmy Fallon.

An American hero. The former Arizona congressman brought delegates to

tears (literally,

And she insisted on walking

-mmmmw:mmwﬁun
Pledge of Allegiance. Her voice was strong. trademark smile was evident.
on her own. Her brave comeback from an assas-

wmbm»mmmm.

has become a first-rate public speaker. Her Monday night
address 10 the convention was befter than her husband’s Thursday accept-
ance speech. She made the case for Barack Obama as a caring human

being. “The first lady cemented her place as a popular figure and will be in

high demand on the campaign trail as a surrogate and for fundraising.” said

Austin-based Republican consultant Matt Mackowiak. ‘

Sandra
The

" law Student's 15 minutes of fame has not ended. Rush

Limbaugh made her famous by calling her a siut after she spoke out in favor

of birth-control coverage required by the president’s health care law. Her
prime-time speech to the Democratic convention highlighted a national star-in

the making.
John Kerry

A

The former Democratic presidential candidate made a compelling case for
President Obama’s foreign-policy achievements. The Massachusetts senator,
rumored 1o be the second-term replacement for Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton (if there is a second Obama term), also delivered some of the best

putdowns of fellow Massachusetts politician Mitt Romney.

stuck 1o the script, didn't talk 10 a chair and talked policy with

passion. There are lots of Democrats desperate to make the “Desperate
Housewives” star into a Democratic elected official. She's taken the first step
by serving as a national co-chair of the Obama campaign. Next stop San

Antonio?
Tammy Duckworth

L]

The wounded lraq war veteran embodies the resilience of America's new
generation of warriors. Now a candidate for Congress from Illinois, this former .
Department of Veterans Affairs official has improved significantly as a public
speaker since her first, unsuccessful campaign for the House. She’s heavily
favored 10 oust a tea party freshman in November. Waich for her in the new

Congress. _

CONVENTIONS

From 1A

But the groups’ population
growth has not yet translated into
political power.

“Texas is an interesting case of a
very diverse state, but one which is
dominated by a very homogenous
Anglo Republican majority,” said
Mark P. Jones, chairman of the
political science department at
Rice University. “For instance, the
current GOP delegation in the
Texas Legislature is the most
diverse in the party’s history, but
Anglos still account for 111 of its
121 members. As a result, the
state’s considerable diversity is
often partially obscured by the firm
political control over the state exer-
cised by a party whose elected
officials are overwhelmingly

That image of Anglo Republican
hegemony got a bit of a makeover
at the Republican National Con-
vention, where GOP Senate nomi-
nee Ted Cruz, of Houston, and
freshman Rep. Francisco “Quico”
Canseco, of San Antonio, were
given coveted speaking slots.

“Ted Cruz’s rising prominence in
the party is going to work to trans-
form this image,” said Jones,
“especially because it is quite like-
ly that Cruz is going to be the
state’s most visible Republican in
the national news media over the
next few year? !

Paul Sadler

Who? The Texas Democratic Senate nominee blew an opportunity

to get some national attention and spend some time with his state’s
grassroots activists when he opted to avoid Charlotte.

Sadler is a massive underdog in his race against Republican Ted

Cruz, but he missed a chance to build support and raise a bit of
money.

More losers

The
Not
Education

Moy POIOS et
if Bil was an inspiring blast from the past, the former

The majority leader is a boring public speaker, even when he's

‘vats spent more than an hour of their precious primetime { mmi

ately after Gabby Gitfords’ stirring

appearance.
the least of her opportunity with & painful oration that left
ry for her. She's probably lucky that her 2009 fiirtation with a U

came 10 nothing.

i 4 ";‘ & '. % e * ;":: — . -'- .

contains this lyric: “give me

believe in you anymore.”
the Love?” 5

The aftermath of the Democratic National Convention is pictured.

The new Texas was on display
throughout the Democratic Nation-
al Convention, where Texans tak-
ing to the podium included the 37-
year-old Castro twins, keynote
speaker Julian and congressional
candidate Joaquin, Cecile
Richards, daughter of Ann
Richards, and national president of
Planned Parenthood, College
Democrats national president Ale-
jandra Salinas, of Laredo, Rep. Al
Green, of Houston, and Corpus
Christi native Eva Longoria, now a
Hollywood star and national co-
chair of the Obama re-election

ign. The delegation was led
by Gilberto Hinojosa, of McAllen,
the first Latino chair of the Texas
Democratic Party. ’

“‘If the nation was not aware that
Hispanics, not Anglos or African
Americans, are the dominant force

within the Texas Democratic Party
prior to the Democratic National .

Convention, they are now,” said
Jones. “This is old news in Texas,
where over half of the Democrats
in the Texas Legislature are His-
panics (24 of 48 in the House and
7 of 12 in the Senate), but is not
something that has completely reg-
1stered among Democrats outside
of the state.” .

That power could grow in com-
ing years. Just 20 percent of Asian
Americans living in Texas and 27
percent of Latinos voted in 2008,
according to U.S. Census Bureau
figures.

i

interesting to have heard from Secretary of State

was a one. Pelosi's uneven
ship don't play well on mm |
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ing a well-written script. His deputy leader, linois Democrat Dick Durbin, bin, 88
far more dynamic voice for Democratic ideals. e A 1 s A
100 long. Blame it on Joe, though. He's commiltied so many 7

¥

in the platform? For missing those two words, someone shotllth have sald wo.
words to the person responsible, said Democratic consulianit Harolg Coolc
“You're fired! What a stupid distraction” ~  ©
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From 1A

that are greater
to-1 student-to-teacher ratio,
Warren said he would place
more adult bodies in the
classroom.

“] want to protect the num-
bers as best as I can and
make a safe environment for
the children.” Warren said.

While some ses are

iencing huge PE classes,

experiencing ;
Surber said the PE class sizes
differ drastically between

each day, or 135 minutes a
week, Surber said. At least
half of that time must be
moderate or vigorous activity,
she said.

“You can’t just do a lot of
sitting around. You've got to
those kids up and moving
that’s the only time

they're getting activity all
daye she said |
'Meredith Moriak can be
reached at
mmoriak@mrt.com.
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addressed because seniors, single

parents and others struggle to pay
nsing rent costs.

Howevur.tlnchm.eslmld

begmtommn“‘[vhmdhuld-

lllthalmdthe
mMMwemm?Ahwhnrly
not,” James said. But, he said
when there are more choices,
mmnmmmdtypnml
ly results in lower pricing struc-
tures. The City Council on Tues-
day will take a final vote on a
zone change for Fasken Land &
Minerals that would allow for a
364-unit apartment complex in
northwest Midland.
Weidner Apartment Homes 1s
in the process of building a 290-
unit complex, Pioneer Natural

Are your frees fuming a bronze or greyish color?
| Are the leaves dry, curling, or even dropping?
| Youn'luyneu:lq)idu-nﬂa aphid and white-fly control.
cousing your free fo lose its natural ability fo stay beautiful.
CallAIldrodgefodayforufreeumpadion

olldrecﬁe

We are more than just a garden center.
3300 Fmrgrounds Rd (432]682 4500
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Betenbough Homes will come
before the council on Tuesday to
seek a zone request for a
lot west of their Legends Park
development that has room for
319 new homes.

Construction also is planned or
in process in Mockingbird Oaks,
in northwest Midland by Los
Conchos Ventures, which has

; : 10 see a few units held aside at
for single family homes and :
Fasken, which has carved ~ 10wer rates for single parcats and
mﬂmw “That’s a proposal that I've
Through August, the city had talked to developers about,” he

issued building permits for 434 said.
homes — more than were issued James said the city has to do its

in all of 2010. If the contin-
ues, Building Steve Thor-

pesmlt:ﬁ anticipate about 615 :
hemndbytlndme possible. After that, James said

ofﬂ:ecabﬂthryear it’s the government’s job to allow
It’s estimated another 1,000 lots  the market to drive activity.
Cwldsmm&minsﬂafd‘foﬂow- - “What we want to do is encour-
ing 18 months, Sharp said, though  age development by kind of get-
that also will depend on zone ting out of the way,” he said.
changes and other approvals. Sharp said developers always
Additional hotels also are on are cautious of building too much.
the way. City staff said that There is great demand now but

?mtlwr Wg:;:;"?msl Iﬂl:'l“!l.ll they don’t want to over-estimate
because there is a small group that ﬂ?cneed.[ﬁ_ml ﬂrspmm.ﬂmlg;h,
will continue jOllVCll]hﬁd]ﬂﬂd Clty' isk of m* .

OI].IYCIIMDS&EWL aentatn over building.

“Kind of in the back of every-

ﬂ body’smil?disﬂtfw.thatwe
I id if as many as 5,000 get overbuilt,” Sharp said. “That’s
mv:yunitsm&kbdinﬂnmn- a numbers game that they have to

ing years, it will need to be done play.”

gradually if it’s to be
abso:begatahegol::;ratc Kathleen Petty can be reached
at kpetty@mrt.com.

“It has to be progressive,”

HAVE u0OU TRIED IT UET™

OPEN EVERY DAY FOR
LUNCH & DINNER

ANDOOR

O RESTAURANT INDIAN CUISINE | |

ALL YOU CAN EAT |
LUNCH BUFFET
FROM 11:30-2:30 |




tornadoes to my 4-year-old
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Las Vegas tal‘ge..ts K-l‘am m

tornadoes strike in NYC

were expected to bring

Anniversary ;

Associated Press pventwtha-mgl "l‘heymmdlymy
. pally,” said Allen Lichten-  ing,” John Marquez, of
LAS VBGAS —Some  stein, genefal counsel for  Winnipeg, Manitoba, said
tourists try to dissuade the Nevada American Civ-  on a recent evening. “I
| ing icy il Liberties Union. pretty much take them and
. Las Vegas police aren’t  toss them in the first
enforcing the ordinance garbage can | see.”
yet. One card he'd just
The ACLU has been
meeting regularly with the
exotic danceg businesses .
_ and police to talk about “Giesele” and a “$35 Spe-
how that will happen, as cial” but offered no other
and glossy  well as encourage hand- details on what the deal
that advertise all- billers to help keep the involved. '
but-nude exotic dancers.  Gurip clean. The group has  The legions of hand-
Then, more often than not, ¢ vet challenged the law  billers on the Strip on any
| they toss the material in in court. given day include about 25
?h",m' Or if a trash can Meanwhile, handbillers  who work the Strip for
isn’t nearby, onto the side- — they’re also called Hillsboro Entertainment.
walk — creating an end- “card-slappers” for the They hand out some
less X-rated litter problem .. they make to get 50,000 handbills a week,
Mmm:’ﬂi‘:‘mm people’s attention — are  said the company’s owner,
m:r I;cty;ng tol o as in-your-face as ever. Vincent Bartello.
requires handbillers to .
pick up litter within a 25- - &€

foot radius on the side- =

walk. But there’s a hitch: m\gmmnmmmm

?
|

i
¢

The law might run afoul of t Crib Mattresses ] Certified
Associated Press galows was littered with damaging winds, hail, mell;g;m mkc:téonlc h \
broken flower pots, heavy rain and possibly material, regardless of -~ .
NEW YORK— Two tor- knocked-down fences and  more tonadoes throughout | 00 o0 204 shen walks Maternity to Tween & Everything In Between
nadoes struck New York smashed windows. the mid-Atlantic and North- - T : Gifts 3 Cheers 4 Girls
. down the street and O  Toys Inspirational
City on Saturday. One At the Breezy Point Surf  cast on Saturcay. Across decides to drop it, that’s | CHECK OUT OUR HUGE SELECTION OF MADE INTHE US4
swept out of the sea and hit  Club, the tornado ripped New York state, in Buffalo, the 2 who is litterin S
a beachfront neighborhood.  the roofs off rows of strong winds from a broad mam e e 1o 8- 211 W. Wedley #20, Midhond TX 432,682 KIDS (5437) ey Serv P~
The second, stronger cabanas, scattered deck front of thunderstorms blew 'blpe o e wsen ) < ==
twister hit moments later,  chairs and left a heavy roofing off of some build- ' TeSPORSIDIE, I .
hurling debris in the air, metal barbecue and ings and sent bricks falling
propane tank sitting in the into the street. . . resents a
middle of a softball field, The city of Albany can- ® the crisis
at least 100 yards from any celed the evening portion ' getting b:
nearby home. gl; an omdfptmh'e jazz fesu'fval : sion emp
“It picked up picnic cause o threat o | | . will take
bcnchE:s. It picked up storms, and hundreds cof the FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT® ’ months, ¢
cloud sucking up water, Dumpsters,” said the upstate New York homes ! FOR HEALTHY LIVING . The bl
then sand, and then small club’s general manager, lost power as the weather FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY ) ¢
pieces of buildings, as the Thomas Sullivan. system moved through. j
first moved through the Half an hour later the The storm system killed s
Breezy Point section of the ~ weather was beautiful, but  four people, including a YOUTH
Rockaway peninsula in he had to close the clubto  child, in Oklahoma on Fri- .
Queens. clean up the damage. day. Radar data, video and Fl_AG FOOTBALL
The second hit west, 1n_ The roof of Bob witness reports confirmed
the Canarsie section of O’Hara’s cabana was torn  that the cyc(l:mme that hat Eiﬂggﬂg;&u SEQELI:I;:ED EETSTBEE:BIE; 7™
Brooklyn also near the off, leaving tubes of sun- New York City was a toma- : : e
ator sbout seven minutes  scroen, broken beer bottles  do, National Weather Serv- | YMCA of Midiand Pre-K through 6th Grade
later. The National Weather  and an old TV set exposed ice meteorologist Dan Hof- | B800N.BigSpringSt. .\ \eugers. s35
Service said winds were up  to the elements. mann said. 432.682.2551 PROGRAM PARTICIPANT: $70
to 110 miles per hour, and - “We got a new sunroof,” Hoffman said an inspec- www.midlandymca.org
several homes and trees said O’Hara, who has tion team would assess the
were damaged. spent summer weekends at  damage and before estimat-
No serious injuries were the Breezy Point club for ing the strength of the
reported. Residents had his entire 52 years. “The storm; some witnesses
advance notice. The weath- - TV was getting thrown out  reported that wind had been
er service had issued a tor- anyway,” he added. strong enough to lift cars
nado warning for Queens The second tornado tore  off the pavement, he said.
and Brooklyn at around through parts of Brooklyn .
10:40 a.m. The storm took with strong winds, causing : i Pum s o
people by surprise anyway structural damage to sever- v
when it struck about 20 al homes and felling trees. A =£r! !; !i:
minutes later. The tornado struck as l - i o W g |
“l was showing videos of  part of a line of storms that - % .

on my phone, and two min-
utes later, it hat,” said
Breezy Point neighborhood
resident Peter Maloney.
“Just like they a]ways say, 1t
sounded like a train.
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Want to build a more energy-efficient home?
Think with LOGIX.

Is your home builder offering you an ICF Home? Is he offering
you a smart, green, high efficiency and low energy cost home?

Call us' With LOGIX we can lower your insurance premiums
and lower your electricity bill allowing you to sell back unused
energy to the gnd provider!

can beneht with LOGIN:

Sructures T||1|'.

.4zosw Loop 250 - mdland.rxmor ~

Homes  Safe Rooms  Vetal Buildings
Nock Barns

{ |'!1'H'lili.‘- "‘i..h*rlrI*

Basements
( vic Centers
w

£LQGIX

Good. Solid. Green_
Call Muiioz Construction, local distributor @ 432-634-8629

Setting a New Efficient Standard of Home Building

= 432-520;3134 ext. 7 | -
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L and Tnerapy Center at Manor Park

2om a really bad situation,
my own home.”

“After multiple surgeries and health complications |
have spent time in four rehabs across the state. Manor
Park is the best. The personnel is superior, the food is
great and the equipment and programs work.”

~ Brent

“Brent was down to 137 pounds and we didn’t think he
would make it. We moved him into Skilled Rehab and

they took such good care of him! The staff’s patience
and gentleness pulled him through and then helped
him regain his strength.”

~ Sara

43246993401
2208 North Loop 250 West  Midland

www.manorparkinc.org
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By Tom Raum
- Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
disappointing August jobs
report raises yet another
campaign obstacle for
President Barack Obama
and makes his hopes of
holding onto his own job
even more Chall:m: —
especially in c y con-
tested battleground states
with pamfnlly high levels
of unemployment.

Coming less than 12
hours after the president
accepted his party’s nomi-
nation for a second term,
the lackluster could
wipe out or diminish any
traditional bounce in the
polls he might have got-
ten from the festive, well-
choreographed three-day
Democratic National
Convention.

“The broad messag
here is flat, flat, flat,“ smd

rate is over 8 percent rep-
resents a continuation of
the crisis,” meaning that
getting back to pre-reces-
sion employment levels
will take many more
months, even years.

The bleak news played
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B Analysis

right into the hands of
Repubhcm who claim
Obama'’s policies inhibit
]obpmdu:nonndhﬂe
made the economic pic-
ture worse. “Did you see
this morn-
ing by the way?7” Repub-
lican rival Mitt Romney
asked reporters in Sioux
City, lowa. “Almost
400,000 people dropped

" out of the work force

altogether. It’s is simply
unimaginable.”

The overall une
ment rate declined
8.3 percent to 8.1 percent
last month, which should
be good news, but the

“improvement” came only
because more people gave
up looking for work.

Just 96,000 new jobs
were created in August,
sharply down from the
163,000 the month before
and below the threshold
of 100,000 to 150,000
new jobs needed each

loy-

-month just to keep pace

with working-age popula-
tion

That’s not good news
for an'incumbent presi-
dent up for re-election in
just 60 days. It was

anothet:hrpmhdu
that the economy isn’t
Obama'’s friend.

Even though the presi-
dent likes to talk about
recent private-sector job
growth — for 30 consecu-
tive months now, as he
noted Friday in a cam-

pmgn slolpi'RNew Hamp-

261 ,000 fewer people
employed today than

when he was sworn in.
The jobless rate then was
1.9 percent_ It hasn’t been
below 8 percent since.

Job production clearly
is “not good enough” and
the economy needs to
churn out jobs faster, the
president said, callmg the
road to recovery “a long,
tough journey.”

Friday’s jobs report
complicates the electoral
math for Obama and
increases the political
pressure on his campaign
in battleground states
with unemployment rates
even higher than the
national average. Nevada,
for instance, has a 12 per-
cent jobless rate, North
Carolina has 9.6 percent,
Michigan 9

da 8.8 percent and Col-
orado 8.3 percent. Those
state figures are all for

432-687-0313
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severe agitation or homicidal tendencies?

o Are they disoriented, confused or experiencing
hallucinations?

We're here for you 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Make the decision to get help today.

877-821-1758

percent, Flori-

AL1UN

July, the most recent
month available.

So far, Obama general-
ly has held the edge in
polls in many of these
states.

Both Obama and Rom-
ney ¢ ' Friday in
battle states with
better-then-average jobs
numbers. Unemployment
in New Hampshire in July
was 5.4 nt and in
lowa, 5.3 percent. Other
battleground states in this
category are Virginia, at
5.9 percent; Ohio at 7.2
percent, Wisconsin at 7.3
percent and Pennsylvania
at 7.9 percent.

Expect both campaigns
to redouble their efforts
and spending in the high-
er unemployment states.

Jared Bernstein, a for-
mer economics aide in the
Obama White House
assigned to Vice President
Joe Biden, suggested the
administration needs to
do more to emphasize

_how its auto-industry

bailout has helped bring

_‘(:': ﬁf

PAGE TA

jobs in the automo-
bile md related indus-
tries. Biden himself made
this a major point in his
convention speech Thurs-
day night.

Obama aides suggested
the jobs report reminds
people of what they
already knew — that the
economy is healing, but
slowly.

White House senior
adviser David Plouffe
said despite Friday's jobs
report, “we come out of
the convention with
momentum.” But, he
added, “that doesn’t mean

- the race is going to

change significantly.”

The Romney campaign,
enjoying a recent
fundraising edge over the
president, began airing a
barrage of new ads
shaped to fit the situations
in different states and
regions.

The weak August
employment report “just
goes to show that nobody
in the administration real-

tart hinkmg naow about this Wmter' i

(f:xt/'e/rw MAKEOVER’

, @ Let us restyle it into a fabulous...
> - MINK & KNIT SWEATER, ULTRA SUEDE JACKET,

. VEST OR A CUDDLY TEDDY BEAR f{

nging in the closet
not being worn’

- jdbweport dellvers blow to Obama

lhc dq:(ll of the holc we
fell into in 2008.” includ-
ing Treasury Secretary
Tim Geithner and former
White House economic
adviser Lawrence Sum-
mers, said Ross Baker, a
political science professor
at Rutgers University.

“It took five years to
get out of the Great .
Depression,” said Baker.
He said shouldn’t
be surprised “if this
recovery 1s half as long.”

Nigel Gault, chief U.S.
economist for IHS Glob-
al, said that, if he were
advising the Obama cam-
paign, “I'd say we’re still
creating jobs, though not
at a satisfactory pace. It
shows how important it is
to stick with us and let
the policies we put in
place bear fruit.”

But, Gault added, “I'm
more optimistic that who-
ever wins the presidency,
the next four years will be
much better than the past
four years.”
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’ See the most beautiful collection of new furs, cashmeres, leathers and shearlings

Wednesday, September 12" » 10am to 6pm
. Thursday, September 13"h . 10am to 6pm
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PERMIAN BASIN
A Behavioral Health Hospital

Helﬁng You Live Better RIGHT at Home .

3300 S. FM 1788 ¢ Midland, Texas 79706
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By David Lightman
McClaichy Newspapers

CHARLOTTE,NC. —
The 2012 presidential elec-
tion’s battle lines are now
sharper and the choices
more vivid than at any time
since at least the mid-
1960s.

Voters had distinct choic-

es in that era’s elections.
They.debated civil rights,
the creation of Medicare,
the Vietnam War and law
and order.

'I‘Iusyws'pohueal

options are as diverse. Vot-

ers not will only select Mitt

Romney or Barack Obama,
but they’ll also send a mes-

sage about the role of gov-

ernment that could rever-
berate and reshape how
people pay taxes, get help
when times are tough and
manage their health care.

To Romney, the Republi-
can presndenhal nominee,
government’s mission is to
promote opportunity with
lower taxes, less regulation,
more private involvement in
health care and a climate
where business can thrive
and hire. Obama views

Washington as a source of

service and support for
those who need better edu-
cation, training and maybe
financial help to become
productive members of
society.

The back-to-back politi-
cal conventions that ended
 Thursday reintroduced Oba-
ma and Romney as not just
the standard-bearers of their
parties, but as champions
for polarized ideologies.

Perhaps just as important
to this year’s political story-
line, is the two weeks of

gavel-to-gavel politics gave

voters a close look at the
candidates’ contrasting
styles. Spouses, surrogates
and supporters tried to por-
tray them as canng,
thoughtful leaders with
deep political souls, but
also soft edges. Personality
will matter, particularly in a
race that’s been a virtual tie
for weeks.

“People make a very per-
sonal choice,” said Sen.
Robert Casey, D-Pa. “They

& Analysis

don’t take out a yellow
legalpadandmakcahstof
positions. They ask who
will be on their side.”

vital role in pulling
heswgedAnmansomOf

their economic ditch.

The candidates’ pitches
during these conventions
were a of the cam-
paign rhetoric in the weeks
ahead. The concepts they
want chiseled into Ameri-
can psyches were often
plainspoken bromides for
complex problems.

Romney urged Amer-
cans to accept Obama as a
noble di tment, a
green politician who was
never equipped to deal with
the worst economic crisis in
80 years.

Romney’s most memo-
rable line: “Now is the
moment when we can stand
up and say, ‘I'm an Amern-
can. | make my destiny.
And we deserve better. My
children deserve better. My
family deserves better. My
country deserves better.”

The Obama campaign
veered slightly away from
the hope and change mantra
of 2008, but not much.

“You will face the clear-
est choice of any e I a
generation,” Obama told the
convention Thursday:*Over
the next few years, big deci-
sions will be made 1n
Washington, on jobs and
the economy; taxes and
deficits; energy and educa-
tion; war and peace —
decisions that will have a
huge impact on our lives
and our children’s lives for

. decades to come.”

The conventions had two
major goals: energize the
party’s most ardent support-
ers and make others like
and trust the candidate.

Romney’s forces main-
tain they expected little gain
in the polls. Top strategist

(::1.,mlla N \I 11D

Come Visit our Showroom & Indoor Slab Gallery

Monday-Friday 9AM-SPM © Saturday SAM- NOON
4309 SCR 1290 (Coors Rd.) ® Odessa, TX 79765

BASIN OWNED AND OPERATED

Are you tired of working for a big oil company with all
of the bureaucratic red tape? Would you like to have an
opportunity to earn equity or participate in the oil and
gas assels you work with every day’ Would you like

to have a flexible work schedule

that allows you more

quality time with your family? If you are a degreed
Petroleum Engineer with-at |east 5 years experience
and a passion for your work. then keep reading

Operations Engineer

SAVE THE: DATEY
September; 22nd,
Fal !j Oeren Aoy

_ @:a.;m,-éﬁm

432-“7-“10

310 N, Big Spring, Midland
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tle to leam about thc candi-
dates’ positions on 1ssues.

A key convention goal
was to humanize Romney’s
wooden, out-of-touch, nich-
guy image. The convention
featured wife Ann talking
about “this boy I met at a
high school dance” and a
video about her husband’s
history of helping others.

Obama had a different
mission: show thal his poli-
cies were , if slow-
ly, and that he’s stlll the

“hope and change” presi-
dent. His soft side came -
from wife Michelle, who -
recalled how Barack Oba-
ma picked her up for dates
in a rusted car where “1
could actually see the pave-
ment going by through a
hole in the passenger-side

Polls suggested Obama
kept his edge in the lika-
bility sweepstakes. A big-
ger unknown remains how
the appeals to the bases
will play. Both parties
adopted unusually rigid
ideological platforms,
Democrats in an effort to
appeal to liberals, Republi-
cans to conservatives.

But each side gleefully
tore into the other for being
too extreme. “Medicare is
on the ballot,” said House
Democratic leader Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif., refermng to

.the Republicans’ plans to

change Medicare in 11
years.

POLITICS

Campaign ahead: Sharpest choice since 1960s

hyll 'i‘ —

mmm

sively support gay marriage
. Obama,

and abortion
said former Gow.
Mike Huckabee, “believes
that human life is dispos-
able and at any
mmmthewomb The

ports abortion rights
does not mention any
exceptions.

In such fierce, unpre-
dictable political combat,

Hampshire, chadamd
lowa offer a total of 16
electoral votes — 270 are
needed to elect — but in a

choice of any time ina

generation. Over the next
few years, big decisions will
be made in Washington, on
jobs and the economy; taxes

and deficits; energy and

education; war and peace
— decisions thadt will have a

huge impact on our lives

and our children’s lives for

decades to came.

—PRESIDENT
BARACK OBAMA

close race any of them
could matter. The bigger
prizes include Florida,
Michigan, Ohio, Colorado,
Wisconsin, Virginia and
Narth Carolina.

_ The next big test comes

-faccthcdea:ut

“'IL g

Nowuthcmonmtwhm
we can stand up and say,
T'm an American. I make
my destiny, And we deserve
better. My children deserve
better. My family deserves
better. My country deserves
better.’-

—MITT ROMNEY
Republican presidential

nominee

in about a month, when the

is scheduled. Ultimately,

economy, and all about who
can best do the job to revive

Premier Physicians and Ronald Boren, M.D. are pleased to announce
Chandan Mazumder, M.D., Board Certified in Pediatrics,
is joining Dr. Boren'’s Pediatric practice beginning September 10, 2012.

1900 W. Wall St., Ste. A
NOW ACCEPTING APPOINTMENTS

Mmzsm 7:00 pm

" “A unique and vibrant voice...”
—mw
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Wagner No8l Performing Arts Center
(Dates and Location Subject to Change)

Each Ticket Good Only for That Performance R&idiand T '

For more information
call (432)789-1249 or
visit m.liveonstago—pb.com
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Amazon’s

Kindle Fire HD screen is a big improvement
media. So, you could limit = models this week. The larg- Some aspects about the

IR - CAS T that are but not game-

.W b how much your kids can er ones, which cost at least  Kindle Fire HD sounded
Both devices will feature  watch video and play $299, won’t ship until Nov.  great but couldn’t be tested

1536. Nonetheless, this the “X-Ray” series of fea- games but let them read as  20. Their screens will be in the short time that Ama-

upgrade feels like a big leap  tures that provide insights much as they want. 1920 by 1200 — just short mmmwm

for Amazon, It means a into the book or movie I only tested the 7-inch of the iPad’s. the Thursday.

sharp picture instead of one  you're enjoying. |
e e it amei s ann e | PERMIAN BASIN ORAL & R
that focls even better when  the scene. With more cicks, | £ A XTT | OFACIAL SURGERY

consider the price. At
3199, compared with $499
for the latest iPad, I can see
this being a popular stock-
. AmmalsoMmac_lea
in its new HD
models. For one, the speak-
ers are now on both sides of

e  Theystatat$199forthe e device when held in
= | smaller one, with a screen ~ Jandscape :
| that measures 7 inches NROYI0 SCR00H, TSR T
, | -  That will start can watch movies in Dolby
wee | els with larger screens will  ithout -
revive : old Kindle had stereo
1- go on sale in November. off to one side
| Amazon also is refresh- :
ing the regular when held this way, and
ne that hasn’t witthhe
upgraded non-HD mode
Both the upgraded Kindle parents,
Fire and new HD 7-inch added a system that can
‘models also come with a control how much time a
full suite of new features child can spend on various >

-
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Call for an appointment with Dr. Robert Fuentes, -
Dr. David Brown, Dr. Kevin Porter o Dr. David DeWit

4610 N GARFIELD STE A6, THE COLONNADE,
MIDLAND 432-620-0800

e \niction ® \uction * \uction * \uction ® \uction

ingiPad
screens will have a higher
resolution, just as Apple
introduced a higher-resolu-
The larger models will have
8.9-inch screens, shightly
| smaller than the iPad’s 9.7
| inches.
| By the numbers, the dif-
'. ference between the HD
and the regular screens
doesn’t seem that big.

The smaller Kindle Fire
| HDP has a screen resolution
| of 1280 by 800. Last year’s
| 7-inch model and the
| upgraded version with bet-
' ter innards both have
screens with 1024 by 600
pixels.

‘A Company of Arts”
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All instructions are done at the HCCM Center 1311 E. Wadley
432-683-4226 or visit our web site at
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5210 W. WADLEY
MIDLAND, TX 79707

432.689.4500
CATERING:
432.212.3351

TEXT “DICKEYS™ TO 72721
T0 RECEIVE MOBILE OFFERS

MESSAGE AND DATA RATES MAY APPU

s5 OFF FAMILY PACK

2 MEATS (1 LB. EACH), 3 MEDIUM SIDES,
6 ROLLS & BARBECUE SAUCE.
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MMPH Midland location only. Expires 12/31/12.
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‘Bond ' investment 18
about takmg Serious
tomorrow’s challenges

wewrotehu'ethntwcwmldnumbm-mc
I en&rscmentshutwmldptcklndchmmnm
whmﬂmadembhndmmwhm“mmmw

Tlns is one of those tmles

Midland ISD and concerned citizens stand before Midland’s
electorate, asking for voters to pass the largest referendum in our
city’s Toputthe$lﬁ3lmil]mn|mopumve the total
is nearly $100mﬂhong|uterthanﬂ1clmgestschoolb09dm
passedeldland It also dwarfs the $115 million hospital bond
passed in 2009. To date, the hospital bond is the only bond issue
ofSlOOmﬂhonormmpassedbyMldlandvotm

There are some voters who already have looked at MISD’s
mposalandwnttenltoffasaschooldlsmbchemgthatm
amount of money is ever enough. believe you only have to
look 18 miles to the West and see Ector County ISD asking for
millions less and fixing its problems at both elementary and sec-
ondary schools. They lpok at the small bond debt MISD has
accumulated to other districts around the state and
believe it to be a badge of honor.

We say it’s time for Midlanders to take another look. We
believe it is time to make a statement about education in Mid-
land. There is no doubt Midlanders will put their money behind
worthwhile efforts. We have seen it over and over. In the past 20
years, Midlanders have signed off on a new airport terminal, a
new sports complex and a new jail. They successfully have made
the case for additions to Midland College and Midland ISD and
pulled the trigger to fund economic development. In each case,
Midlanders voted for a better community.

The desire to invest what it takes also has occurred in private
efforts across town. Millions have been raised for church proj-
ects, a new tennis center in northwest Midland, additions to pni-
vate schools and the Wagner Noel Performing Arts Center.

And, there was the biggest investment of them all — a new
hospital tower that promises the type of care Midlanders expect.

But now the attention is turned to MISD and the first part of
its improvement initiative. After studying this ambitious
we can’t see any alternative but to throw our support behind the
bond and its passage in November.

We believe Superintendent Ryder Warren has brought the type
of leadership our school district sorely needed. This newspaper
would have a difficult time endorsing a project of this magnitude
without the leadership we have seen during the Warren era.

We believe Warren'’s goal isn’t to build for the sake of building
but to offer school settings where teachers can provide the les-
sons that make the most sense for our community.

More importantly, voting for this project is a step in acknowl-
edging we must be proactive in preparing ourselves for the chal-
lenges of tomorrow. We have expectations this community will

continue to grow, and to meet the demands of that expansion we
can’t be satisfied with schools busting at the seams or adding fix-
es we all know to be temporary.

The supporters of tomorrow’s MISD can’t be satisfied with
doing the bare minimum. We certainly can’t think of ourselves as
just another West Texas community willing to pass the burden to
the next generation. We must do better. We must take seriously
the challenge of making our district among the finest in Texas.
The most educated workforce requires nothing less.

We want to make sure we are clear about the following:
When this community delivers the st investment in
schools in our city’s history, we will follow up with calling on
all members of the education community to be held account-
able. The transformation of our elementary schools won’t be
possible “without strings.” We expect community members to
act like a group that has a greater stake in education. We expect
higher expectations will mean the highest accountability meas-
ures for our school board, our superintendent, our principals
and other administrators, our teachers and each other. As a
community we must work together and support those groups
that support education in Midland. At that point, just letting the
chips fall where they may isn’t good enough, not whcn we are
all in as a community.

One last point. This endorsement is for the elementary schools
project on November’s ballot. At another time, there will be a
community discussion about other parts of MISD’s improvement
initiative, and we can’t say for certain what view we might have
concerning that.

But for now, it’s time for Midlanders to make up for the deficien-
cies that have been years in the making. It’s time for a commitment
to education befitting a community that never settles for second
best. It 1s time for this community to make a statement that a vote
for the bond isn’t about bigger government but for better schools.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Reporter-Telegram recognizes the “Letters to the Editor” format as
an important forum for citizen opinion and encourages participation of all
readers. The guidelines are as follows: -

@ Letters must be signed and include a street address and daytime
phone number for verification. Letters not including this information will
not be considered for publication.

@ Letters should be a maximum of 350 words in length. Letters that are
more than 350 words will be returned to the writer for editing.

B Letters in support or opposition to candidates and ballot initiatives
can be no longer than 200 words.

TMHW-TMBWWWMWM
sidered for publication to email the letter to letters @ mrt.com.

Only letters emailed will be guaranteed a spot in a timely fashion on
the letters pages. Letters faxed, mailed or brought in will be input as soon
as possible.

Because we cannot research and verify all information in letters, by
publishing them we neither imply nor guarantee the accuracy of informa-
tion stated by writers.

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

MISD

615 W. Missouri, Midland, TX
79701

Phone: 689-1000. Fax: 689-1932

Website: midiandisd.net

Superintendent Ryder Warren
689-1001

Trustees — District 1: James
Fuller, District 2: Angel Hernandez,

Karen Fullen, District 5: Karen
Nicholison, District 6: Rick Davis,
District 7: Jay isaacs

District 3: Tommy Bishop, District 4:

Dems promote protectz ve agenda

lVotm'swhow-mdamuem;m-polxy
proposal in President Obama’s speech
were left unsatisfied.

s | listened to President Barack Obama on
stage in Charlotte, N.C., Thursday night, I
back to the days more than four

yéars ago, whemr he spoke at a Jefferson-Jackson

dlhum'l‘huewlnsmm“mhck
then, the of transformational change.

I1don’t ifwmmd‘thmmm
back then, but we were worse off back
then than we knew. The financial crisis of the past

years has exposed debilitating flaws in our way of

life. It’s crushing burden of debt and the
mnmdmmwh'
exposed flaws in our style of capitalism — the over-

Republicans severity
economic problems, but they put too much faith in
tax cuts. The Republicans understand that unless
Medicare is reformed, it will swallow everything
else, although judging from their convention, they
mtooumxltoexphmﬂ:epmblanmchm

their own plan.
So, as I looked to Obama’s speech Thursday

mgtl,lwlo&ngtomnfhewascqﬂ’lcofa
new burst of change.

'Ihutmpmtoﬂﬁsspeechﬂ;tnmd' the old
expectations. llitnddaecmphmis put not on
himself but on the word “you” — the idea that
change comes organically from the bottom up. I
hbdhsthhmsclf-awms,hswﬂhng
ness to admit that often life on the campaign trail
required candidates to do silly things. I liked the
sense of citizenship that pervaded his address, the
sense of mutual obligation.

But what I mostly was looking for were big pro-
posals, big as health care was four years ago. I had
spent the three previous days watching more than 80
convention speeches without hearing a single major
policy proposal in any of them. I asked governors,
mayors and legislators to name a significant law that
dwydhkewchhmmmamﬂmNot
one could. At its base, this is a party with a protec-
tive agenda, not a change agenda — dedicated to
defending government in all its forms.

The Obama speech offered some important if
familiar hints of big policy ideas. There was a vague
hint of a major tax reform. There was vague prom-

dinner in Jowa, or on the night he.won the caucuses 1

) 'lea:hrwhoheaksthcmoldand

u-.:nwu MW

But it’s hard to be enthusiastic about Obama’s truly
chmm‘mugammﬂmam

Ov:ﬂ?,llnmmd fierce opposition toward
a
the and a desire for incremental ‘conti-
nuity what the Democrats themselves would
offer. Worse, the speech was dominated by vague
goals that were often worthy, but also familiar, mod-
est and incommensurate with the problems at hand.
The government should help more students attend
community colleges. It should recruit more math
and science teachers. These are good existing pro-
but these are not policies to pinion a presi-

It would be nice if exports doubled. It would be
nice if deficits came down
10

over the next
But the goals Obama set in these spheres
probably be met if everybody in Washington
carried on the status quo. They do not entail big
change.

Obama offered other small and worthy ideas,
familiar to him since his days in the Senate, that
would make America better — more long-lasting
batteries, more trade agreements. But these are
improvements fit for countries that already are firm-
ly on the right track.

The country that exists is not on the right track. It
has a completely political system. -
What was there in this speech that will make us
think the next few will be any different?
Ammwlllonlyﬁ lf%:elsa
debate. Mitt Romney is unlikely to do that, and this
speech doesn’t offer much either.

lnshmt.chmgesulllsthelsme,mdthcfmof

this solid but not extraordinary speech was incre-
mental improvement. The next president has to do
three big things, which are in tension with one

mmmmmmmm
social equity. Obama has the i , the dex-
terity and the sense of balance to navigate these

crosscutting challenges. But he apparently lacks the
creativity to break out of the partisan categories, the
trench warfare gri

mmmﬁmwmmm
his potential. It didn’t show aundacity and the fulfill-

mmtofthalpml.

Can’t
measure
up to
Clinton

m Liberals have made many gains during
the past four years, and they want more.

ccording to a new poll by The Hill news-
paper in Washington, D.C., 54 percent of
likely voters believe President Obama does
not deserve another term based on his economic
record. With rising gas prices once again punish-
mgwm'hngAmencansandwnhfearmthew

t, there is a very good chance
thatObamamllJmnllmmyCmandGemge
H.W. Bush as a one-term president.

And if Obama goes down,sodoesthehheml
movementinAnuica,whichhasmadegreat
strides over the past three and a half years. Con-
sider the following developments:

@ Gay marriage is now accepted by most folks.

@ “Medical marijuana” is openly sold in many
cities to people with no maladies whatsoever.

& Anyone who opposes abortion can be catego-
rized as biased against women.

@ Successful Americans and prosperous small-
business owners are not paying their “fair share”
in taxes.

® And you are racist if you oppose Obama’s lib-
eral political viewpoint.

In addition, nearly half of American households
now are receiving government benefits, but if you
want to control entitiements, you are anti-poor.
Almost 50 million folks are receiving food
stamps, and a record amount of workers are filing
for disability payments.

Thcfedenlcok:ssmmwmngtomsrwhmi‘s
into every area of American life even as Obama
increased the debt by more than $5 trillion in less
than four years. This is liberal nirvana: a big-spend-
ing central government “social justice™
and calling many shots in the free marketplace.
Soon the feds will control the health care industry.

Of course, the results of the left-wing blitz have

BILL §
O’REILLY

Creators Synducate

been disastrous. The economy is moribund, with
banks refusing to lend capital for expansion
because they fear business failure. Our currency is
tottering because the USA has to borrow billions
of dollars every day in order to service debt. And
employers are loath to hire because they don't
know how Obamacare will affect their bottom line.

You would think the left would take a look at
the chaos in Europe and slow down a bit. Not hap-
pening. If you watched the Democratic convention
coverage, you heard some incredible stuff. Sandra
Fluke and her crew not only want you to pay for
female birth control; thcyalsowamyoutopayfor
“transgefder medical needs.” That means if Harry
meets Sally, and they want to switch genders
through expensive surgical procedures, the Ameri-
can taxpayer gets the bill. And if you oppose that,
you are a bigot.

I believe most Americans are uneasy with the
liberal direction even if they are not fully con-
vinced it is at stage three. But it is. The USA 1s on
the verge of becoming a combination of Greece
and Sweden, where almost anything goes and fis-
cal responsibility is a joke. If the president wins
reelection, this country will continue to undergo a
radical socialand economic upheaval.

But if Obama loses, the liberal movement in

America will be dealt a crushing blow. That’s
what's at stake on Nov. 6.

» 5 .
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reduce oil imports by 1

the end of this year and

by 2 million barrels per

day by the end of 1977.”
In 1979, with 40.5 per-

cent, Ford said, “We must pendent of outside
sources to the greatest
million barrels per day by extent possible for our
energy.”

In 1992, with 47.2 per-
cent, the elder Bush said
“When our administration

tinue efforts to ...

production.”

security. (We) will con-
enhance domestic energy

In 2006, with 65.5 per-
cent, the younger Bush
said, “Breakthroughs ...

PAGE 11A

eign o1l while building a
New energy economy.
Common sense tells me
these guys don’t have a
plan on making us energy
independent. A candidate
could tell you he would

or some magic beans. cent, Carter said, “Begin-  developed our national will help us reach another wipe out the deficit in one
~ In 1974, with 36.1 per- © ning this moment, this energy strategy, three great goal: to replace term. They couldn’t do
cent of oil from foreign - nation will never use principles guided our pol- more than 75 percent of that but it sounds good.
sources, Nixon said, “At - more foreign oil than we icy: reducing our depend- our oil imports from the I think both candidates
the end of this decade, in  did in 1977 — never.” ence on foreign oil ... ” Middle East by 2025.” are great salesmen. These
garbage the year 1980, the United In 1981, with 43.€ per- In 1995, with 49.8 per- In 2009, with 66.2 per-  are my thoughts; I believe
and mandatory litte States will not be depend- cent, Reagan said, “While cent, Clinton said, “The cent, Obama said, “It will  both candidates want the
chnzm' ' ' ent on any other country conservation is worthy in - nation’s growing reliance  be the policy of my job more than they want
but sticking it to the citi- . for the energy we need.”  itself, the best answer is on imports of oil ... administration to reverse  to do the job.
zens of Midland. . In 1975, with 36.1 per- to try to make us inde- threatens the nation’s our dependence on for- Dennis Wallace

Education, communication
highlight Obama’s report card,
but how has he done?

B While Democrats probably gave
the president too much credit, his

first four years weren’t as'bad as

most Americans think.

n a backpacking trip once, I slipped

on a steep ice sheet and began slid-

ing uncontrollably toward the edge
of a cliff overhanging an icy river.

Luckily, my son pulled me to safety with
his trekking pole. Am I better off now than
I was when I was sliding toward the abyss?
Duh! '

That's a useful starting point in any
assessment of President Barack Obama. In
many ways, his first term has been. disap-
pointing: the economy remains weak, hous-
ing is a mess and, for a man with a silver
tongue, he has been a wretched communi-
cator. Then again, we’re incomparably bet-
ter off than when we were tumbling toward
another Great Depression.

With that in mind, let me offer a first-
term report card for Obama,’

Economy: B

In January 2009, the month Obama took
office, America lost 818,000 jobs, accord-
ing to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. That
was the biggest monthly loss in six
decades, and many feared a complete bank-
ing collapse. ,

Obama rescued the banking and auto sec-
tors. Independent estimates suggest his
stimulus may have saved or created more
than 3 million jobs, and an anemic recovery
began. The Economist magazine, conserva-
tive by nature, assessed: “His handling of
the crisis and recession were impressive.”

However, the administration blew it with
overoptimistic comments that shredded its
credibility. It was also too generous to
banks in negotiating their rescues, and it
often seemed oblivious to resentment of
crony capitalism, and to broader issues of
economic inequality.

Worst of all, Obama dropped the ball on
housing, betraying struggling homeowners.
Far fewer mortgages have been modified or
refinanced under administration programs
than expected, and some Americans have
lost their homes as a result, exacerbating
inequality. Underwater mortgages have
been a drag on the entire economy.

Education: A-

Democrats traditionally favored every
antipoverty program except the one that
might be most effective: reform of inner-
city schools. Finally, that has changed
under Obama and his education secretary,
Arme Duncan.

They have pilfered Republican ideas and
repositioned the Democratic Party to make
school reform a top priority. They are will-
ing to offend teachers’ unions but recognize
the practical need to work closely with
them. Obama’s Race to the Top initiative
reforms, a cost-effective way to achieve
nationwide change.”

Obama has pushed Pell grants to make
college more affordable and has promoted
investments in community cofleges. (Unfor-
tunately, he hasn’t done quite as well on

. -

NICHOLAS
KRISTOF

N.Y. Times News Service

early childhood education, which should be
every bit as much a priority as tertiary
education.)

Other Domestic Issues: B+

Obama gets credit for ending “don’t ask,
don’t tell” and allowing gay men and les-
bians to serve openly in our armed forces.
He took a step toward immigration reform
by allowing certain young immigrants to
obtain work permits. Above all, he
achieved health care reform — a goal of
presidents for more than half-a-century.

Foreign Policy: B+

Obama brought troops home from Iraq
and took out Osama bin Laden. He was
superb in providing bold leadership in
Libya at a time when so many American
experts were saying that the intervention
wouldn’t work. His unusual move in pick-
ing Hillary Clinton to be secretary of state
has paid off brilliantly, and it’s great to see
the State Department pursuing a 21st-cen-
tury agenda that includes girls’ education
as well as, say, arms control.

Then again, Obama’s “surge” in
Afghanistan has accomplished little except
a huge increase in blood and treasure
spilled there. In Pakistan, a more important
country than either Iraq or Afghanistan,
Obama has stumbled.

Obama’s peace effort in the Middle East
collapsed, partly because of administration
infighting and ineptitude, and he often
seemed behind the curve during the Arab
Spring. He has been purely reactive in Syr-
ia and hypocritical in the case of brutal
repression by our ally Bahrain.

A bright spot is Obama’s international
coalition to squeeze Iran, while restraining
jingoists in Israel from dragging us into a
war there. One way or another, I fear that
we may well end up at war with Iran in the
next four years, but my sense is that that is
less likely in an Obama administration than
in a Romney administration.

Communication: F

A president’s central job is not policy
wonk but national team captain. There
Obama failed us. He has not made the case
for his policies, nor has he comforted the
nation as Franklin Roosevelt did in his fire-
side chats. Presidents always campaign in
poetry and govern in prose, but the prose
doesn’t have to be chilly Latin!

_In short, we have a mixed picture, not as

triumphant as the Democrats in Charlotte,

N.C,, claim, but still much better than
many Americans give Obama credit for. A
Yith‘mmry comes from Vice President
oe Biden: Osama bin Laden is dead, and
General Motors is alive. That’s not a bad

re-clection bumper sticker.
-
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B The network’s coverage of
the Democratic convention

wasn’t fair and balanced but
opinion and activism.

came, they were adored,
they conquered. |
No, not the president, his fam-
ily or the numerous actors and polit-
ical heirs who spoke glowingly of
Barack Obama during the Demo-
cratic National Convention.

I’m talking about the media —
and especially MSNBC, whose
presence and influence in Char-
lotte were nearly as grand as the
president’s.

No one pretends anymore that
MSNBLC is an objective observer to
the news. Obviously, the decision
was made to be aggressively pro-
gressive. With the exception of
“Moming Joe,” where Joe Scarbor-
ough and Mika Brzezinski co-host a
roundtable of commentators, politi-
cos and actors who dispense praise
and criticism equally to Democrats
and Republicans, the cable net-
work’s other political shows are
unapologetically pro-Democratic,
pro-Obama.

Thus, the powers that be correctly
imagined themselves as co-players
at the Democratic convention. A
section of downtown Charlotte was
reinvented as MSNBC Plaza, which
included an open-air studio, a cafe, a
lounge and the “MSNBC Expen-
ence,” for which fans stood in long
lines to enter, cheering as their
favorite stars appeared. A looming
tower above the outdoor stage fea-
tured huge headshots of the well-
known anchors. The president’s vis-
age on T-shirts here and there was a
mere comma to the anchor’s excla-
mation points.

But that’s show biz! MSNBC's
charming and self-aware Willie
Geist compared the bling,
tchotchkes and network-branded
paraphernalia to North Korean
propaganda.

I happened to be in the MSNBC
Plaza during a daytime concert
when the lead singer announced,
“Chris Matthews is in the hall, Chns
Matthews!'!” All I could think was,
good thing Obama didn’t show up at
the same time. He might have been
ignored. Matthews gamely pushed
through the admiring throng, smil-
ing and trying his best to reach the
door and refuge of his workspace.

Brzezinski told The New York
Times she was accosted by a fan in
the restroom who insisted on a pho-
to and spoke to her even when she
was no longer in the common area.

In fairness to the anchors, most
are reluctant participants in this
strange pas de deux. With fame
comes a certain responsibility to
engage fans, though this is an

" uncomfortable role for those who
first consider themselves journalists

ceptions to this rule would
include people such as Al Sharpton,
who were nevcrjmmlists‘umw

MSNBC experience was
not typical journalism

KATHLEEN
PARKER

Washington Post Writers Group

get to play one on TV while advanc-
ing their personal political agendas
and, conveniently, that of the Demo-
cratic president and party.

That television personalities are
also celebrities is, alas, unavoidable.
We naturally feel a bond with peo-
ple who are in our kitchens and liv-
ing rooms every day. Producers
count on this connection. What 1s
not counted on by casual consumers
is the merging of a television per-
sonality’s politics and the viewer's
understanding of the world.

The blending of news and opinion
isn’t new, but activism posing as

journalism is a cancer on the body

politic. While some viewers may be
savvy enough to understand the dif-
ference and choose their medicine
accordingly, many are not.

Perhaps the answer is a more hon-

objectivity, news organizations
(including Fox) can declare their
political objectives and make the
best case. In a sense, this is what
Rachel Maddow does with her
nightly monologues. She builds a
case for her point of view. As such,
she essentially is a televised opinion
columnist.

Just to be clear, opinion colum-
nists are supposed to be opinionated.
It’s what they’re paid to do. But this
arrangement is understood between
writer and reader. Thus, transparen-
cy is the critical ingredient, some-
times missing in our “Hollywood
Squares” approach to discourse, in
which all participants are presented
as equal players. Rarely is this the
case.

What was clear in Charlotte 1s
that Democrats attending their con-
vention consider MSNBC to be therr
ally and mouthpiece. The network’s
presence wasn’t nearly so prominent
or ubiquitous in Tampa durning the
Republican convention. As one
Charlotte fan quoted in the Times
put it, “] feel they are part of this
convention. They are in tune with
the people here.”

You could say that.

The opinion-as-news contagion is
not yet complete. Some television
news organizations still make an
attempt to be balanced. But the larg-
er observation remains: TV journal-
ists risk becoming the event them-
selves rather than the events they
cover. And news consumers are
increasingly less likely to get the
impartial information they need to
make smart decisions.

No longer do we get what we pay
for, as the adage goes. We get what
the activists want — and we all pay
for 1t. ‘




ING

| British Comedies Premiere TONIGHT & 9:30PM
ly suniny skies with a high

around 88, a low around '} Sundays after Masterpiece
61 and south winds s The Vicar of Dibley & The Old Guys
between 5 and 10 mph. ~ *
Tuesday, look for sunny
skies with a high around
93 and a low around 68.
The high on Saturday
reached 76 while the low
dropped to 56. The record
high for Sept. 8 is 100 set
in 1989. The record low is
50 set in 2004.

A powerful cold front will move off the for most of the southern and central

Eastern Seaboard today, ushering in a Plains. Humidity will remain quite low,
fall-like chill to much of the Northeast = and brilliantly sunny skies will greet
and the mid-Atlantic. many for the second day in a row.
Temperatures in many of these areas Farther north, high pressure anchored
will struggle to hit 70 degrees, even with ~  over the Upper Midwest will produce a
a sky full of sunshine. cool and fall-like day in areas from the

This cold front will also push though Ohio Valley into the Dakotas, while sun-
much of the Southeast on Sunday, bring-  shine and a few passing clouds will

ing an end to rain and thunderstorms. prevail.

Cooler and much less humid air will Over the Rockies, a few spotty thunder-

move into the area as temperatures reach  storms will occur in the higher elevations.

into the 70s and 80s. A cold front will move into the North-
Rain and thunderstorms will continue west, cooling Seattle and Portland into

in Florida as the front hangs over the the 60s and 70s, where a few clouds are

state.A pleasantly warm day 1s in store also expected.

www.mywesttexas.com
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APPLY TO BE ONE OF OUR NEXT 25 SLIM DOWN SHOWDOWN
CONTESTANTS AND YOU COULD WIN $10,000..

The 2012 H-E-B Slim Down Showdown is under way and
| one lucky loser will win $10,000. Next year, it could be you!
. Visit heb.com/slimdown to sign up for the 2013 challenge
and to follow the progress of the current contestants.

TRY OUT BY SEPTEMBER 30 FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!
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Get ready for 60 more
days of half-truths, mis-
statements, overstatements
and sometimes flat-out fibs
. leading to Election Day.

In a back-to-back pre-
view of what’s to come, .
Democrats stretched the
truth at their national con-
vention in Charlotte this

past week, just as Repub-

 licans did at their gather-

ing two weeks ago In
Tampa, Fla.

If Democrats and
Republicans don’t have
much in common politi-
cally these days, they do
share an open disdain for
truth-squad results that
don’t go their way.

Republicans and conser-
vatives howled that media
fact-checkers are nothing
more than liberal toadies
of the Democratic Party.
Democrats also have
waged war on fact-check-
ers. President Barack Oba-
ma’s campaign complained
to the indépendent group
FactCheck.org after it said
Obama unfairly blamed .
Republican presidential
candidate Mitt Romney for
the actions of Bain Capi-
tal, the company Romney
co-founded, after he left
the business in 1998.

“We have blowback
from everyone we cri-
tique,” said Kathleen Hall
Jamieson, the director of
the University of Pennsyl-
vania’s Annenberg Public
Policy Center, which over-
sees FactCheck.org. “It’s
business as usual, and we
just accept it.”

At the Democratic con-
vention, several speakers
took liberties with facts.

Here's a look at the
rhetoric and the reality:

The debt

Obama in his prime-
time speech Thursday said
he’d pay down debt. “I’ll
use the money we’re no
longer spending on war to
pay down our debt and
put more people back to
work,” he said.

His proposed budgets
would increase debt, not
pay it down. The budget
he proposed this year
would continue deficit
spending over the next 10

alldre

IN PARTNERSHIP WIT

MONTE MOORE DRILLING

years, borrowing anmher

$6 7 trillion to finance the
government. With added
interest costs, the debt
held by the public would
increase from $11.6 tril-
lion now to $19.5 trillion
in fiscal 2022.

Delaware Gov. Jack
Markell told convention-
eers that “Mitt Romney
says he likes to fire peo-
ple.” He and other
Democrats took Romney’s
comment out of context.

Speaking about health
insurance in a speech to
the Nashua, N.H., Cham-
ber of Commerce last Jan-
uary, Romney said he
wanted individuals to
have control over their
health insurance because
it made insurance compa-
nies perform better to
compete for business.

“That means the insur-
ance company will have
an incentive to keep you
healthy,” he said. “It also
means if you don’t like
what they do, you fire
them,” he added. “I like
being able to fire people
who provide services to
me. You know, if someone
doesn’t give me a good
service that I need, |1 want
to say I'm going to go get
someone else to provide
that service to me.”

n
Sandra Fluke, a lawyer
and advocate for free
health coverage of contra-
ceptives, took a shot at
Romney, telling the con-
vention, “Your new presi-
dent could be a man who
stands by when a public
figure tries to silence a
private citizen with hate-

39

Sandra Fluke A

ful slurs.” She was refer-
ring to conservative radio
talk-show host Rush Lim-
baugh calling her a “slut™
last winter.

The impression Fluke
conveyed about Romney
wasn’t the whole picture.
When he was asked about
Limbaugh’s caustic com-
ment, Romney said, “It’s
not the language I would
have used.”

Fluke didn’t mention
that the man she supports
hasn’t spoken out when
high-profile liberals have
made vulgar comments
about women.

Obama didn’t publicly
criticize late night talk-
show host David Letter-
man when he made sever-
al off-color comments
about former Alaska Gov.
Sarah Palin in 2009, say-
ing Palin had a “slutty
flight attendant look.” The
president and first lady
Michelle Obama have
appeared on Letterman’s
CBS show several times
since his Palin remark.

Nor did the president
respond when cable tele-
vision comedian Bill
Maher, who’s contributed
$1 million to a pro-Oba-
ma political group,
referred to Palin with a
genital vulgarity.

San Antonio luayor

Julian Castro charged
Tuesday night that the
election was a choice
“between a nation that
slashes funding for our
schools and guts Pell
Grants, or a nation that
invests more in educa-
tion.” Pell Grants help
lower-income students.
Ryan’s fiscal 2013
budget plan doesn’t gut
the grants, though. Ryan,
a Wisconsin Republican
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who’s the chairman of the thé Romney-Ryan plan for
House Budget Committee, Medicare is Medicare,”
would limit the yof Health and Human Servic-
financial aid targetit = es Secretary Kathleen
to lower-income students. Seheliul said. “Instead of
He also would have feder- the Medicare guarantee,
al aid to higher education = Republicans would give
focus not only on help seniors a voucher that
with funding, but also on limits what is covered,
“policies that maximize tosting seniors as much as
innovation and ensurea -~ $6,400 more a year.”
robust menu of institu- The current Ryan pro-
tional options from which would give anyone
students and their families who turns 65 after 2023 a
are able to choose.” choice of buying private
coverage or traditional
Medicare Medicare. They’d receive
Several Democratic federal help with the
speakers asserted that sen- premiums.
iors would end up paying Trying to discern the
more under Ryan’s plan to impact on costs, though,
overhaul Medicare. is nearly impossible, the
“What’s missing from nonpartisan Congressional

MIDLAND SURGICAL ASSOCIATES, P. A.

Donald E. Crockett, Jr., M.D., FACS
Jeffrey D. Durgin, M.D., FACS
Sandeepa Musunuru, M.D.

i L
m&m higher costs,”

Tbuin;Ohmiu-
dling of the economy,
Castro said, “Despite
incredible odds and united
Republican oppesition,
our president took action,
and now we’ve seen 4.5
million new jobs.”

The mayor was statisti-
cally correct but mislead-
ing.Castmcitedonlyri-
vate-sector jobs,
from February 2010 data
as a accord-
ing to F org.
There were 106,773,000
jobs back then; the number

But calculate from the
2009 start of Obama’s
presidency and the most
recently reported job fig-
ures, and there’s a net
increase of only 332,000
jobs, FactCheck.org

Factor in all jobs
— government and private
sector — and there’s a net
decrease of 316,000.

As a result, total

employmemhasgamed4

million jobs since Febru-
ary 2010, FactCheck.org
said, not the 4.5 million
Castro touted.

Russell W. Sawyer, M.D., FACS
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Shelton Viney, M.D., FACS
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education
at her school.
JimBePaolo, laid off just

“This, person was intro-
duced as ‘She has a lot of
good and important infor-
mation, and she will help
you be successful,’”
lo said. “We were nght
there in Richardson, just a
few miles from (the Univer-
sity of Texas at Dallas).
They weren’t there. No oth-
er school was. I can’t begin
to tell you how frustrated I
was.”

DePaolo, an Air Force
veteran, once had been a
student at the University of
Phoenix, an experience he
described as “terrible” and
a “wasted” year of hard-
eamed government bene-
fits. More shocking than
the sales pitch, he said, was
the perceived endorsement
the school received from
the Texas Workforce

Perhaps it shouldn’t have
been shocking. For-profit
universities such as the Uni-
versity of Phoenix, DeVry
University, Strayer Univer-
sity, Ashford University and
Kaplan Umvcrsuy typi-
cally called “career col-
leges” — have marketed
themselves to veterans so
successfully that they are
taking in tens of millions of
dollars annually in taxpayer
money after the passage of
the Post-9/11 GI Bill.

For-profit colleges
account for 13 of the 15
universities that have
received the most Gl Bill
money in the last thmc
years.

;. Critics in the veteran

cawssay.ﬁllaneedfor
nontraditional or workip

- students to obtain a higher

Association of Private Sec-
tor Colleges and ¢
U - Ill-

“That’s above and |
beyond what is already in
the pipeline. We’ve got to
see an-expansion of post-
education in this
country. I believe the pri-
vate sector is the only one
that can find the resources
to expand and meet this
M'H'
The University of

Phoenix, which does not

settlement with a company

that had set up a website
that looked like the official
Veterans Affairs site and
provided information only
on for-profit colleges such
as Kaplan, Strayer, DeVry

~ and Phoenix. The colleges

were paying the company
for leads on prospective stu-
dents who had checked out
the website.

The company had to
turn over the website
(www.gibill.com) and 18
other domain names to
the Veterans Affairs

Department as part of the

settlement.
And last year, the VA

and the Texas Veterans

Comimission yanked West-
wood College from its
approved list of colleges for
vetuansaftﬂrcpeawd
problems with high-
sure sales tactics
deceptive promises made to
1al students.

The Iraq and Afghanistan
Veterans of America set up
a website to try to educate
veterans on the issue, and

law to tighten the oversight
and accountability of for-
profit colleges.

Beyond trying to help its
members, Tarantino said,
the organization sees a dan-
ger if Congress and taxpay-

‘ ers begin questioning what

they are getting with the
new Gl Bill.

“We have already seen
that as this fiscal climate
grows tighter, people are
suggesting subtle changes
to reduce the benefit,” he
said. “If at some point a
few years down the line,
Congress is looking at the
billions of dollars spent on
a benefit that is not produc-
then they’re going to cut the

Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va,, 4
Vietnam veteran, authored
the Post-9/11 GI Bill
because the older version
neither kept up with the ris-
ing cost of college nor pro-
vided a monthly stipend for
living expenses. For those
reasons, many veterans did-
n’t take full advantage of

For veterans who served
at least three years on active
duty after 9/11, the law
for up to four years at the
most expensive public insti-
tution in each state. It also
provides money for books
and a monthly housing
stipend.

Additionally, many pri-
vate nonprofit institutions,
such as Texas Christian
University, Texas Wesleyan
University and Southern
Methodist University, par-
ticipate in a VA program in
which they discount tuition
and fees for student
veterans.

Many veterans, though,
are attending for-profit
schools, and not just for-
profit trade schools.

Gunderson, a University

will tell you they don’t
learn the same way any-
more and a traditional col-
lege doesn’t fit their lives,”
Gunderson said. “Our
schools have a flexible
delivery that allows them to
work and go to school.”

A chief complaint about
for-profit schools is that
they are considerably more
expensive than public uni-
versities and four times as
expensive as community

co ;
For instance, the VA paid

an average of $26,200 per
student at the DeVry cam-

id an aver-
age of $12,700 per student
at the University of Texas at
Arlington and $11,100 per
student at the University of
North Texas in Denton.

In Austin, where thou-
sands of students take their
core classes at Austin Com-
munity College, the VA
paid an average of $6,500
per student.

“Their pricing isn’t based
on student outcomes or any
other measure collected by
public universities,” Taranti-
no said. “It’s really driven
by how much they can
squeeze out of people for

their profit margins.”

Gunderson, however, said *
looking only at tuition costs -

is deceiving. He said the
typical student at a public

ALION

A veteran with 10 years
in the Air Force as an air
traffic controller, DePaolo
moved to North Texas,
holding an undergraduate
degluﬁmankUmvcm-
ty that he earned while in

He wanted to attend
graduate school with his GI
Bil! benefits. He missed the
enrollment deadlines at
major universities and
stopped in one day at the
University of Phoenix cam-

| ltwmttoolaletoem'oll
in the master’s program
there, he was told. He was
enrolled within the hour
ﬂmdaymlamarymlo
“Looking back, my first
red flag should have been

that they said, “We can
enroll you now,”
DePaolo “They didn’t
even know if | had a bache-

tﬂldhuntheywwldmt
recognize one single credit
he had eamed at Phoenix.
DePaolo switched to Dal-
las Baptist University and
eventually earned a master’s
degree in management and

found a job in aviation in

The Iraq and Af '
Veterans of America and
others in the military com-
munity have criticized stu-
dent recruitment tactics.

Holly Petraeus, an assis-
tant director in the Con-
sumer Financial Protection
Bureau and the wife of CIA
Director David Petraeus,
said this summer that one

m mllhons from GI Blll

of the issues brought up

has oversight authority over
for-profit institutions that
have degree plans, as
opposed to trade schools.
For-profit institutions had
precious little oversight or

state began requiring more
data.

“We told them, ‘We want
you to start reporting more
data to us so we can sharc it
with Texas taxpayers,” said
Dominic Chavez, director
of external relations.

“We don’t have real
robust data yet because it’s
just ramping up. But the
long-term goal is to collect
the most relevant data for
these institutions SO there

sumer and the taxpayer.”

* Custom Granite

Starting @ 339 Sq. Ft.

Pro Contractors

oF MIDLAND

Kitchens & Cabinets

e Full Service Commercial / Office Remodels
* Residential Remodeling; Specializing In Custom Bathrooms &

e All Types Of Flooring; Tile, Hardwood

e Licensed Plumber, Electricians, A/C and Heat Services
e Interior/Exterior Paint and Texture

For Free Estimates

Call 432-557-4261

e Insured and Bonded. References Available.

www.procontractorsmidiand.com
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EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL AT
MIDLAND COLLEGE CELEBRATES FOURTH YEAR

When Early College H School “It's different in a lot of ways,” she
atMadIandagyollegeoperaltsdm saidofthqsdtool'ltlmkmn
in the fall of 2009 as a partnership gotten a high school experience in

one sense, but in another sense,
we've grown up and are more

between Midland ISD and Midland
College, the school was the fruition

of an idea that local students could WMnmmm.M
have expanded higher education I:ids_araamaznghera.'l:heyreao
arily for first-generation college stu- For senior Diamond Brown, the
dents and those who might have teachers have made an impact.
fewer opportunities to attend college. 'Thepec:plehere—ﬂwy‘revery
Upon graduation, each student loving and they care. They're _
eams both a high school diploma really hard on you about grades,
and an associate’s degree. In its she said.
opening years, the school has ear- Thesdgoolr?as.beénableto
ned ratings of “Exemplary” from the mrryomlts_nussm due to the
Texas Education Agency. help of funding from area support-
Housed in the Allison Fine Arts ers. Pioneer Natural Resources,

the Abell-Hanger Foundation, and
Concho Resources have been
among the biggest supporters,
Jami Owen, MISD Education
Foundation Director, said.

“We have pretty good support
undemeath it now,” Owen said.
“People have to realize what it is, andwhatawonderfulmmgmstosuppa't One

Building of Midland College, ECHS
@MC now has its name at the ent-
rance of the school’s hall. The sch-
ool's first senior class is preparing
to leave a legacy of success for
future students.

Luis Gomez is one of the seniors

who has excelled at ECHS@MC. Not only has he performed well academically,
he is involved in the school’s Youth & Government program. Last summer, Go6- of the criteria of ECHS@MC is that many of the students have no other family

mez placed at the national level in Youth & Government competition. member who has attended college. | really feel that oil companies and founda-
“I've made the most of my high school years,” Gomez said. “I'm here with stu- tions place so much value and emphasis on education that it was very appealing
dents who want to be here. The faculty’s grodl to those entities. It opened doors of opportunity for families who wanted their
Gomez said he was inspired to apply SRS § children to go to college.”
for ECHS@MC because his late father FEEFS ;— ) 1 LaBouff-McNeely said the students value the community support and have
wanted him to go into law. He knew f"lﬂx 54t 3 proven they can meet high standards.
the school would give him a head start. l"* WAt “We have consistently had the best attendance rates, the best test scores, the
“| think, don’t focus on just your high | s best discipline record, and the best GPA. Our students are actually outperforming
school years, but focus on afterward,” traditional college students in the courses they take at Midland College,” she said.
he said. “| knew | wanted something “ECHS@MC is an asset to the community because it builds hope and opportu-
different. | wanted to go to college. | nity. Most of our students will be the first in their families to graduate from college.
wanted the mentorship, the one-on-one They will change the dynamics in their families and in their community for genera-
help, and the relationship-building. This tions to
has provided the best high school exp- come. We
erience | could've asked for. Being at are an ex-
MC, it'll be a lot easier to transition.” ample of
Jeanette LaBouff-McNeely, ECHS@ what desire
MC Principal, said what makes each and deter-
aspect of the school successful is an mination

Senior Luis Gomez works duning
ECHS@MC advisory and study time.

emphasis on the fundamentals. can do, and
“We have never lost focus on the mission. Staff and students know that the goal that inspi-
is to graduate from college and to grow as individuals,” she said. “We constantly res others.”

LaBouff-
McNeely is
proud as
she obser-
ves the

talk about core values; if they truly pursue those values of desire, honesty,
integrity, responsibility, kindness and respect, the academic issues take care of
themselves.”

Rex Peebles, Vice President of Instruction for Midland College, said the col-
lege values the partnership with Midland ISD. The college provides some of the
school’s instructional staff, as well as classroom space, maintenance and utilities. freshmen

“It's gone pretty well. The college has adapted to having high school kids and through the
they've adapted to being here. It's the only exemplary high school in West Texas. . : seniors.
That says a lot about the job they’re doing. If a minimum of half of them are at- ECHS@MC students complete & science lab in class. “Wel- .
risk, you have accomplished a lot,” he said. “| think it's been a good thing. | think coming the new class of 2016 was exciting— much like welcoming the first class.
for the community as a whole, it helps demonstrate the possibilities of partner- At that time in the summer of 2009, ECHS@MC was a concept and we were full
ships between colleges and ISDs. It's opened up opportunities for curriculum of hopes and dreams. Now we are a successful campus and have been blessed
alignment and college-readiness. If you give kids the right environment, incen- to see how the school is changing lives,” she said. “We hope that all of our gradu-
tive— they can succeed.” ates continue their education and earn the bachelor’s degree they need for their

The school serves as an example to other colleges about the early college hogh desired career paths. They are already busy applying for admission to universi-
school concept, he said. ties, and for scholarships. We also hope they keep in touch! The class of 2016

“Peers around the state will ask how it's going,” Peebles said. “There was brings us full circle. We welcome them as we prepare to send our legacy class off
some initial resistance, especially from faculty. Now, | have faculty who say they - to complete bachelor’s degrees and achieve their dreams. It is bittersweet; we
(ECHS@MC students) are their favorite students.” have grown so close to this amazing class. These students took a leap of faith to

Although her educational experience has diverged from her peers at traditional  apply and attend; our success is due to them.”

'I':Erhway to :'er goal of bmtﬁ'zla:m wm W P — To learn more about the ECHS@MC program, visit www.midlandisd.net/echs.

. College Forum 2017
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The Midiland ISD
Board of Trustees,
administration and
staff are dedicated
to serving students
and families during
the 2012-2013
school year.
For campus or
‘ district information
and events, visit
www.midlandisd.net

Midland Independent School District  or catt 689-1000.
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under consideration. It is retuming after tweaking its
 and adding plans for horizontal drilling

live near the

Some neighbors said because they weren’t
the idea of one rig near their homes, they’re certainly not  the neighborhood.

. from arctl:nesmfmcowncrmdﬂlemmmlm
E WhlchnssuuthofBrmwoodAmmmd Robert Schlagal, Dr. Steven Rea and a few others who

just of the MISD Bus Bam. drilling site under consideration said they're

happy with  concertfed for safety, property values and the integrity of

.. Local & State

Public hearing planned for drilling requests

Some homeowners still unhappy with company’s proposed sites

By Kathleen Petty day’s meeting to make their opinion
Staff Writer Employees with RSP Permian told the Oil & Gas
: Advisory Committee that they’ve looked at several alter-
The Midland City Council on Tuesday will hold public natives and believe the area under consideration is the
hearings for five drilling permit requests proposed by best for what they’re working to do.
RSP Permian LLC. “We’ve looked at all of the alternatives,” Jim Spradlin,
The company was denied by the City Council one per-  of RSP, told the committee. “If we move farther away .
from (one resident’s) house, w¢ move closer to some-
body else. ... There’s no variance requested on this. We

pleased with the idea of five. They plan to attend Tues- “We're more concerned this time,” Rea said.

bring home
adopted son

By Kathleen Petty
Staff Writer

Although 4-year-old Asa
long has been a part of the
Kahler family, it wasn’t until
last month that he actually
stepped foot into their Green- -
wood home.

. The toddler from Kyrgyzstan
was matched with the Kahlers
in 2008, but because of a mora- -
torium on international adop-
tions and a perniod of civil
unrest 1n his country, he was
forced to remain in an orphan-
age while his parents, Mike
and Karla Kahler, waited for
him in Midland County.

In August, nearly four years
to the date from the first time
Mike and Karla held Asa, they
finally were able to bring him
home.

“He’s always been a part of
our family even though he was-

't physically there,” Karla
Kahlcrsald “1 still sit apd look
at him, and I'm just amnod
that he’s here with us.”

As the couple sat down last -
week, sounds of laughter and
toys crashing to the ground
filled the room next door. They
wish Asa had joined their fami-
ly years ago when he was an
infant. But they said God knew
their journey would be longer
than they’d hoped. And he
knew exactly what he was
doing when he crafted together
their now family of seven.

“God is never late; he’s nev-
er early; he’s exactly right on
time,” Mike Kahler said.
“That’s what has sustained us |
through this journey. We know
that he’s a God who cares for
those orphans far more than we
could. Our trust has to be in
God'’s providence.” '

. The aeast
were maried tha they wani Museum draws art
T o et G it lovers to annual event

process of adopting a child over jewelry at a booth at the event.
were married that they wanted
they named Asa. They held

him, with him and fully By Georgia Temple
ex to return within a few Entertainment Editor
- sy g o “There'are not a whole lot of zebras that are

Then, later that fall, the Min- tame enough to pet,” Cole Reeves of Noah's
istry of Education, which ' Way Exotics told a woman who inquired
processes adoptions in Kyr- about the animals in the petting area at Sep-
gyzstan, shot down. temberFest on Saturday.

In 2009, internafional adop- Noah’s Way Exotics has one. The four and
tions officially were closed. a half-month-old zebra seemed quite comfort-
Kyrgyz officials had formed an able with all the attention it was receiving
adoption commission and were from children and adults alike.
going tQ draft new legislation It’s not alone. It has a “running buddy,”

“ Please see WAIT/3B Please see FEST/4B

v | ARTISTSHOWCASE

known. The applications call for five wells that will be located
generally on the south side of Briarwood Avenue and
west of Roadrunner Trail. Of the five wells requested,
one would sit exactly 500 feet from a residence.

The o1l and gas ordinance requires wells to be 500 feet
or more away from any occupied structures.

RSP staff said they will surround the wells by fencing
that “far eéxceeds™ what’s required in the ordinance.
Landscaping also will shield passersby from the wells.

By drilling directionally from the requestéd-piéf, RSP
staff told the committee they’ll be able to reach their
minerals with the least amount of impact on the
neighborhoed.

Please see DRILLING/3B

Photos by Tim Fischer/ Reporter-Telegram

o .
Mike and Karla Kahler ABOVE: Haley Robinson, 8, makes a colored sand-filled pen Saturday in the children’s sec-
began in March 2008 the tion at SeptemberFest outside the Museum of the Southwest. BELOW: Nancy Sexton looks

Sheriff’s
Investigator
to retire after

25 years

By Audrie Palmer
Staff Writer

He’s been the go-to guy in Mid-
land County for the past decade.
The science man who has combined
a background of law enforcement
with that of fingerprinting and blood
l splatter analysis.

On Saturday, Investigator Beau
Estes will say goodbye to the Mid-
land County Sheriff’s Office after
25 years of service.

“I've got the coolest job 1n the
world,” he said.

Estes was in the department’s
reserves until completing the law
enforcement academy and coming
onboard full time with the office in
July 1987. He went to work in the
jail division at the old courthouse
and was made a sergeant.

He later left the jail to go to
patrol, where he became a corporal
and transferred to the Criminal
Investigation Division as an investi-
| gator. Five years ago, he became the
office’s sole crime scene technician,
a job he said he always wanted.

When he was in patrol, Estes said
he began training for the job and
attending schools around the coun-
try. Some of the schools were paid
for through federal grants, others
through the Sheniff’s Office and
some out of his own pocket.

He has close to 3,300 training
hours logged for his TCLEOSE
(Texas Commussion on Law
Enforcement Officers Standards and
Education) certification.

“It’s a horrific amount when you
get to thinking about it,” he said.

Estes has worked all of the major
crimes that have happened in Mid-
land County and keeps his pickup
stocked with all his tools, equipment
and gear so he will be ready when
he’s called.

On patrol, he served as a first-
responder to many of the calls and
has lost track of the number of
crime scenes he has worked.

His knowledge in the field has
made him a recognized expert, and
he’s been called on to testify in
dozens of tnals over the years
because of his expertise in latent
fingerprinting, fingerprinting, blood
spatter and crnime scene
reconstruction.
~ Estes remembers nding around
with “Big” Ed Damell — a family
friend and deputy for the Shenftf’s
Office — when he was younger and
said that hearing his stories and
I those of others in law enforcement

helped to influence his decision.

“They introduced me and started
this beast of crime scene work,” he
| said.

His daughter, Bailey, a sophomore
Please see ESTES/5B

Burning, unexplained questions that burden mankind abound

uite often during my life I've
pondered why | was so drawn to
Q journalism as a career. | think it
has something to do with the fact
that the mysteries of the world intrigue
me so much.
I've spent much of my life collecting

unexplained questions. To be sure, my
extensive list is not original, but is actu-

ally questions that burden all of
mankind. a good idea to put wheels on luggage?
For instance, I wonder: When a Can you imagine going through today’s

Republican and a Democrat gq out to airports without wheels on your
dinner together, who pays the bill? Or luggage?

does the restaurant get stiffed? Who When I noticed a couple getting a piz-

pays the tip? za the other day, it made me wonder
These are burning and unexplained why a round pizza comes in a square

questions, but there are many others. box. These are things people want to
How is it that we put a man on the know.

~ moon before ye figured out it would be A guy gvas worried about the ham he

was eating. He asked, “What disease did

cured ham have?” Man, that one 1s
tough to answer.

You surely have used or heard the
agc-old saying of “put your two cents
in.” Everyone knows what you are talk-
ing about, but it really doesn’t make
much sense because it’s only “a penny
for your thoughts.” My question is:
Where did the extra penny go?

I heard on the news the other night
that there may have been an assassina-
tion attempt on a Syrian official. It left
me wondering: Just how im t does
a person have to be before are con-
sidered assassinated instead of just
murdered?

If you've ever had kids, you will get
this one. Most of us have said, “I slept
like.a baby,” when we’ve had a great

night of sleep. Well that’s ridiculous
when we all know that babies wake up
every two hours. Why do we say things
like that?

1 also wonder about a lot of other
things in our daily world. Questions
abound everywhere.

Why are you in a movie, but you're on
TV? Why do people pay to go up tall
buildings and then put money in binocu-
lars to look at things on the ground?

It’s been a relief to know that others
share some of the same concerns that |
have. | found on the Internet some great
questions that I used to wonder about
when | was young. If the professor on
Gilligan’s Island can make a radio out of
a coconut, why can’t he fix a hole in a

\ Please see WILLIAMSON/3B




passed away on Septe ;
2012 at the age of 76 after.a
brief illness. He was bomn in
Midland, Texas on Septem-,
ber 5, 1936 to parents Eugene
Field Roderick and Dorothy
Manning Roderick. He went
to Midland High School
graduating in 1954. He was
the equipment manager for
the MHS football team which
began his lifelong love of
Friday night lights in West
Texas. He attended Texas
Tech and was a member of Pi
Kappa Alpha. He began his
working career as a scout for
Williams and Lee and evep-
tually became a commercial
realtor which he remained
until his death. He was an
active member of the Mid-
land Jaycees from 1962 to
1973 even being President of
the Jaycee’s in 1968 and serv-
ing on the state level. He
was very proud to be the first
Realtor to be President of the
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission in the 1970’s. In
1980, Don moved to Houston
to serve as Vice President of
Exploration and Production
for Southwest Petrochem.
When the oil business busted,
he retumed home to Midland
in 1984 and worked for A-l
Sign Engravers eventually re-
turning to Real Estate. Don
never hesitated to share his
opinion with anyone willing
to listen.

- Don 1s survived by his son,
Ricky

Roderick and wife
Laura of Midland; daughter
Tem  Bippert,  husband

Shane; grandchildren Faith
and Spencer Bippert all of
Midland; sister Dorothy
Strickland of Midland and
brothers Larry Roderick, wife
Diana of College Station, TX
and Rodney Rodenck wife,
Johnnie of Azle, TX and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.
He is preceded in death
his parents, Eugene
Dorothy Roderick.

The family will receive
friends Sunday, September 9,
2012 at Ellis Funeral Home
between the hours of 6:00 -
8:00 p.m. Funeral service
will be at 11:00 am. Mon-
day, September 10, 2012 in
the Ellis Funeral Home
Chapel. Interment will follow
at Resthaven Memorial Park.
Arrangements are under the
direction of Ellis Funeral
Home. Condolences may be
offered at www.ellisfunerals.
com.

Ellis Funeral Home

Funerals & Cremations
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Donna Mae Pulliam passed
away - Monday, August 27,
2012, in Midland, Texas, at
the age of 82. Donna was
born November 9, 1929, in
Seminole County, Oklahoma,
to parents, Newt Villines and
Esta Mae (Holderfield)
Villines.

Donna married Leondis
Odell Pulliam on August 19,
1947, in Seminole, Oklaho-
ma. She moved to Midland,
Texas, from Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma, in May 1982. She
was a housewife and of the

Pentecostal Faith.
Donna is survived by her
husband, L.O. “Cotton”

Pulliam of Midland, Texas;
one daughter, Diana Velas-
quez of Yukon, Oklahoma;
one son, Monty Pulliam of
Midland , Texas; and one sis-
ter, Izetta Knight of Oklaho-
ma City, Oklahoma. She is
also survived by four grand-

children, five great-grand-
children ,and two great-great-
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held
at 11:00 a.m., Thursday, Au-
gust 30, 2012, at Sweanngen
Funeral Home Chapel. Bunal
took place at Maple Grove
Cemetery of Seminole, Okla-
homa. Reverend Michael
Vallandingham officiated the
SETVICE.

Pallbearers were Monty
Pulliam, Tom Velasquez,
Tommy "Bubba” Velasquez,
Jake Pulliam, Randy
Scannell, and Vincent Cantu.

' E i 15-.
--J - 3 '3 -

A memonal service for
Dottie Mae Clarkson, 91, of
Midland, Texas, was con-
ducted at 2:00 p.m., Satur-
day, September 8, 2012, at
the Rosser Funeral Home
Chapel. The Reverend Randy
McLelland officiated.

Mrs. Clarkson passed away
on Thursday, September 6,
2012. She was born in Wichi-
ta Falls, Texas, on Apnl 11,
1921, the daughter of Oather
Thomas Terrett and Jennie
Mae Williams.

Dottie was a seamstress for
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Lavale
McClendon, better known as
Ponce, 46, was bom on De-

cember 11, 1966, in San
Francisco, California. Son of
Norma Jean "Joyce"

McClendon, from San Fran-
CISCO.

Known for his self-driven
will and outstanding basket-
ball skills, that was displayed
at a very young age. Ponce
continued in his adult life to
be determined and self-
motivated in his personal
goals and achievements. That
led to a generously abundant
and successful life, always to
be found walking and visiting
at Twenty-Fourth and Mis-
sion Street and reveling 1n
every opportunity given at
the beach.

On September 4, 2012, in
San Francisco, at the Laguna
Honda Hospital in California,
Ponce was delivered from his
battle with his many medical
ailments that were great and
small, by being chosen on
that Tuesday momming to a
beautiful reunion with his
Lord Jesus Christ.

Preceding him in death; his
Mother (February 2000),
Grandfather; Harvey
McClendon Sr. (September
2001), Uncle;  Harvey
McClendon Jr. (1982), Great-
Uncle; Willie Armstead
(1999), Great-Aunt; Mary
Armstead-Jones (2004),
Aunt; Evelyn McClendon-
Johnson (2007), Cousin;
James Armstead (2012) and
two  additional Great-
(Armstead )Aunts to which
he is reunited with an unend-
ing embrace.

Leaving to celebrate his
abundant life, his God-
fearing grandmother; . Eula
Mae Howell, his loving
siblings: Clayton Earl Coop-

.

James Lundy

James Lowell Lundy, 53,
passed away on August 20,
2012 at his home in Barbour-
ville, Kentucky. Borm Octo-
ber 18, 1958 in Midland,
Texas to Randall and Cather-
ine Lundy, he was a graduate
of Robert E. Lee High
School where he enjoyed
playing on the football team.
James attended Texas Tech
University and UTPB, eam-
ing a degree in accounting;
afterwards he spent many
years as a revenue accountant
in the oil and gas industry in
Midland.

James enjoyed running,
dove hunting, dogs, sunflow-
er seeds and spending timé
with his children, Patrick and
Sean, and close friends. He
could strike up a conversa-
tion with anyone¢. Those clos-
est to him were drawn to his
outgoing: personality and fab-
ulous sense of humor. An
avid reader of history, he had

‘a gift for notable, detal.
James’ greatest passiog was

music, and he was known for
spontaneously bursting into
song. He loved sharing his
extensive knowledge of rock
and roll trivia with those
around him. After spending
the first half of his life in
West Texas, James moved to
the rolling green hills of Ken-
tucky.

James is survived by his
sons, Patrick Lundy, who at-
tends Texas Tech University;
and Sean Lundy, who attends
Columbia College Chicago;
his father, Randall Lundy of
Barbourville; brother, Will
Lundy of Abilene; sisters,
Nancy Weir of Abilene, Jane
Belazi of Midland, and Ellen
Williams of El Paso; nieces,
Catherine Weir of Dallas;
and Sophia Belazi of Austin;
and nephew, Randall Weir of

and Lowell's childeen, Dan,

m-dluim'-. :
A memorial service

held in Barbourvilie on
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Crematory of Midland.

line condolences can be
made at: www.npwelch.com

Maydelle Grace
Herring Anderson

July 2, 1928 - July 22, 2012

Maydelle Grace Heming
Anderson passed away in Del
Rio, July 22nd, 2012, after a
brief illness. She was bomn
July 2nd, 1928, to Raymond
and Irene Hermring of Eagle
Pass, TX. She was from a
large family with 4 brothers
and one sister. She loved her
siblings.

She was an-avid reader, un-
published author, accom-
plished artist and painter, a
lover of nature with garden-
ing and fishing as hobbies.

After graduation from high
school, she went to Sul Ross
University in Alpine, where
she eventually got her degree
and met the love of her life,
Bob Preston. She had two
children and two grandchil-
dren: daughter, Ramona
Preston, Bandera, TX; and 1s
predeceased by her son, Flynt
Preston; grand-daughters,
Devin Preston, NY and Gilli-
an Preston, PA. She adored
her children.

She began to work in real
estate in Midland, TX. and
when she moved to Del Rio,

her career becoming
a broker. She lived in Mid-
land many years.

. By Christina Lane

. Longview News-Journal

GLADEWATER —
.Almost a year after her sis-
‘ter’s death, Danielle Brown
stood on her family’s prop-
-erty on Lincoln Springs
'Road looking out toward
‘the woods.

" The land, almost due
-south of Gladewater,
‘between U.S. 271 and FM
135, is filled with vegeta-
‘tion and life.

. It bears no resemblance
‘to a year ago, when it
.showed only the charred
‘remains of a wildfire that
ravaged 1,556 acres, claim-
‘ing half a dozen homes and
two young lives.

“We were told she had
gotten out through the back
‘window. We were told she
.had headed for the woods,”
Brown said of her sister,
‘Valerie McBride. “When
‘we got here on Sept. 4, my
‘mom got out and walked to
the back of the property,
and wondered why she
would have gone into the
woods. We called the
police and they came and
did their search. That’s
when we found her. That’s
when it became 4 tragedy.”

McBride, 20, and her
19-manth old daughter,
K’loe, died in what is
referred to as the Moore
fire — one of the first East
Texas wildfires in this past
year’s ogtbreak.

Collectively, those wild-
fires torched more than
50,000 acres of land in
East Texas.

Valerie McBnide was
your typical 20-year-old
woman.

“She enjoyed doing any-
thing and everything,” said
her mother, Jane McBride.
“She almost always had a
smile on her face.”

Valerie worked at Star-
bucks and enjoyed her job.
She’d given birth to her
only child, K’loe, 19
months before.

“Valerie was finding her-
self,” Brown said. “She
was figuring herself out.”

K’loe had started walk-
ing and talking. She was

sneaky and got into her fair

share of mischief, but she
also liked to be seen.

“She’d just stare at you
until you made eye contact
with her, then she’d just
smile at you,” Jane
McBride said.

To get K’loe to go to
sleep, all the family had to
do was give her a pink
blanket and a sippy cup

“She was a good baby,”
Brown said.

Valerie loved her child
more than words can
describe, her mother said.

“You couldn’t have
asked for a better mother,”
she said.

Neither Jane McBride

nor Brown, 1i;vho'm'es in

Family keeps memory of fire victims alive.

Longview, were at the fam-
ily property when the fire
broke out that Sunday
morning one year ago.

“When I got word of it, |
was told that she had
escaped,” Brown said. “l
went to a location with
evacuees, and she wasn’t

Brown came to Glade-
water and met her mother
at the Antique Capital RV
Park. Together, they drove
out toward the family’s
neighbors if anyone had
seen Valerie. Some people
said they’d heard she
escaped through the back
window or back door and
run toward the woods
behind the home.

A pastor of New Begin-
nings Church, where the
family attends church, was
among those passing by
who stopped to help search
for the missing mother and

- daughter.

As the fire marshal
began to write up a miss-
ing person report, Brown
said she looked up to see
the pastor searching in the

woods.

Emergency responders,
law enforcement officers
and dozens of volunteers
searched the area for
Valerie and K’loe — but
their bodies eventually
were found inside the
charred remains of the
home.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Golf Course Road

The contractor working for the city of
Midland continues the installation of the
water main along Carver Street and Golf

Course Road.

The intersection at Golf Course Road
and Carver Street is open to north, south

and east traffic.
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" "'In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made 10 a me-
ial fund in her name, at

to others in

&

er Gurtha Winkler of Belton,
sister Ann Mooney of Belton,
sons Paul Winkler and Chris
Winkler both of Belton and
daughter Kim Winkler of
Austin, five grandchildren

and five great grandchildren.
Dossman Funeral Home of

Belton is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Elmer Lee Ratliff, 86,
passed away September 8,
2012 at a local nursing home.
Arrangments are pending at
Johnson’s Funeral Home, San
Angelo, TX.

L. C. Hurst

L. C. Hurst, 83, of Big
Spring, Texas, died Septem-
ber 7, 2012, at his residence.

Funeral services will be
held at 10:00 AM, September
11, 2012 at the Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Rosewood Chapel.
Interment will follow at Mt.
Olive Memorial Park. Survi-
vors: Sons, Shannon Hurst
and Jimmy Hurst both of
Midland; daughters, Lana
Hurst (Tony) Cortinez of Big
Spring, Lorri Hurst of Snyd-
er, Jenifer Hurst (Santos)
Mendoza, Jr. of Big Spring,
Josiec Wheeler and Linda
Owens both of Midland; nu-
merous - grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Arrangements under the di-
rection of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Cre-

matory of Big Spring.

Lioyd Hicks

Lloyd Hicks, 96, passed
away on Friday, September
7, 2012. Services are pending
with Nalley-Pickle & Welch
Funeral Home & Crematory
in Midland.

Michael Hicks 63, passed
away on Tuesday, August 28,

2012 in Round Rock, Texas.
Services are pending with

Nalley-Pickle & Welch Fu-

neral Home in Midland.

=

day at the 200 to 400 blocks of South
Main Street. During
sures will be used to maintain two-way
traffic on Main Street.

In addition, the 100 block of West

the project, lane clo-

Industrial Avenue and the 100 block of

throug

East Industrial Avenue will be closed to
h traffic. All properties adjacent to

the work zone will remain accessible.

Golf Course Road is closed from Carv-

er Street to Lamesa Road.

Local access is maintained for area

residents.

Damaged pavement

of Midland Transportation Divi-

The city

Seal coating

‘ The contractor for the Texas Depart-

ment of Transpo
throughout Midland County. Drivers
should use caution and obey traffic con-
trol devices in the construction zone.

sion crews will continue repairing dam-

aged pavement on Lamesa Road, Carver
Street and Golf Course Road.

Ward Street Bridge

The contractor for the city
opened the Ward Street Bridge to traffic
24.

Aug.

P_S

from

of Midland

The outside southbound lane of the
rfie

StruﬂoTildonsm .

rtation is seal coating

I-20 service roads

Midiand County
way 158 and Farm-to-Market 715 will

motorists using High-

encounter construction areas on the

next. week.

service roads of Interstate 20 starting

Willis Electric, of Abilene, is scheduled
to start installing four traffic signals at
both 1-20 service roads at Highway 158

| Avenue . and at FM 715. Willis won the job with a
guard mproving pedest bid of $532,248.20.
will be open by mid-September. safety and traffic flow at the four
W Al . . intersections. =
main installa Construction on the four intersections
. tion is expected to be completed by the end
The contractor for the city of Midland of the calendar year, weather permiﬂing
has ed installing the new water A combined 16 traffic signal poles will be
and wastewater mains in the installed at the four intersections.
Park area. Jax Avenue is closed
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TheKahlorhmily(clodmnsaimmbottomloﬂ Judah, 5; Ezra, 3, Karla, Bethany, 13; Mike, Asa, 4; and Josiah, 8) is pic-

tured here after arriving home from Kyrgyzstan in August.

From 1B

to ensure there wasn’t cor-
ruption and, hopefully, re-
open the adoption process.

The Kahlers — and
more than 60 other U.S.
families — were told to
wait.

In March 2009, the
Kahlers became hopeful
the process was process-
ing. New adoption laws
had been passed and they
needed only for the presi-
dent of Kyrgyzstan to sign
them into place.

Before that could take
place, though, a civil war
broke out.

“Their whole political
system fell apart” Mike
Kahler said.

For more than two
years, the Kahlers and oth-
er Americans waiting to
bring their children home
heard very little.

Several families opted to
adopt from another coun-
try and cut ties with Kyr-
gyzstan. Some learned the
child they’d been waiting
for had been placed with a
family domestically. Oth-
ers, like the Kahlers,
vowed to keep fighting.

“We know that adoption
is a picture of the gospel,”
Mike Kahler said. “When
(God) adopts you into his
family, it’s not conditional.
Our commitment has got
to be to (Asa) if we feel
like God’s called us to
him.”

At home, the Kahlers
and their three biological
children — Judah, 5; Josi-
ah, 8; and Bethany, 13—
continued to pray.

“From the time they can

remember, we’ve been

praying for him every
day,” Karla Kahler said.

In 2010, the agency with

which they’d been working

presented the opportunity
to adopt a special-needs
child from China, and the
Kahlers decided to
proceed.

They still were waiting
for Asa. But knowing their
wait may never lead to his
homecoming, they also
wanted to provide a home
to another little boy 1n
need.

“We knew we wanted
another child,” Karla
Kahler said. “We didn’t
know if we would ever get
to bring Asa home.”

The adoption with EzZra,
now 3, went smoothly and
the Kahlers were able to
finalize the process less
than a year after they'd
begun.

They continued to send
money each year to friends
in Kyrgyzstan in order for
needed supplies and
Christmas presents to be
sent for Asa’s orphanage.
Their friends would send
pictures back, showing
them Asa’s growth and
assuring them he was still
there and still in need of a

In January, one agency
was given the OK. The
Kahlers and several other
U.S. families transferred
their paperwork to the new
agency and anxiously
waited to see if they again
would be approved.

The Kahlers said they

cautiously, but
thought there might at
least be a chance their
journey was coming to a
close.

“We’'d had our hopes
and dreams dashed so
many times,” Karla Kahler
said.

The couple was
approved to travel for a
10-day mandatory bonding
period in April and flew to
Kyrgyzstan to see the child
they’d been without for
more than three years.

“It was hard, we had a
great time with him and
had fun with him, but the
adoption wasn’t a done
deal,” Mike Kahler said.

Karla returned in June
with a group of other
moms working to adopt
and completed the court
process.

After their documents
were signed, she and Mike
only had 30 days remain-
ing before they could pick
up their son.

They purchased their
plane tickets, held a
fundraising garage sale,
sent out email updates and
made arrangements for the
care of the four children
they’d be leaving at home.

Even as they were leav-
ing to get Asa, they

. received word that adop-

tions could again be closed
because of suspected cor-
ruption. They went
anyway.

“We were the only
chance for him to have a
family,” Karla Kahler said.
“There aren’t people lining
up for a 4-year-old boy
who has a hip
displacement.”

Asa remembered his
parents when they amved.

Though a shy child,
Mike Kahler said he ran

Saturday, Septemi:er 29th

up to them.

“We could tell he was
sad to leave, but he was
also scared we wmlld not
take him with us,” Karla
Kahler said.

The in-country process
took several days, includ-
ing an across-the-border
trip to Kazakhstan to
process immigration

papers.
In early August, they

finally headed home.
Having been in Kyrgyzs-
tan for four years, Asa still
speaks mostly Russian.
He’s also still getting used
to American foods and
even the idea of family.
For the Kahlers, having
him here — being able to
officially call him their son

— 1s nothing short of a
miracle.

“Someone once said,
‘It’s not your fault he’s in
an orphanage,”” Karla
Kahler said. “That’s true.
We didn’t cause him to be
there. We were called to
bring him out. If we didn’t
go, he wouldn’t have a
family.”

Kathleen Petty can be
reached at
kpetty @mrt.com.

Online
Link to the story the

Reporter-Telegram ran
about the Kahlers in 2009:
http:// www.mywesttexas.co

m/news/top_stories/arti-
cle_3a76e755-43b8-5cbd-
bc77-5e8eb02ba059.htmi
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What to look for:
- Shine on leaf.

leaf (aphud)

Those nuisance insects known as aphids are in full

mmmmmmwmwm
valuable nutnents that trees need to thrve. In

drugtmu*eesneedalmehebtrﬂymgetm
us help you give your trees the best chance to succeed

by eliminating those aphids”

- White specks on underside of

Sapﬂ*ﬂ:fahfrvntheu'ﬁem
the yard, landscape or street.

1326824500 QllOr60C

8am - Kids Miracle Miler « 8:15am start for 5K & 10K Fun Run

T-shirts will be provided to early registrants Only

Registration is $25. Cut-Off for T-Shirts is 9/20

Pick-up registration forms at St. Ann's Catholic

1‘!*H

Church,
online at ww

Texas Ave., Midland.
v.active.com (search

[ X or register
5k to the Fair )

From 1B

waymm

city councilman for District 1, which

Jeff Sparks,
includes the plot under consideration for drilling, sad if

a company meets the require
ordinance, he will support their permit request.

ments in the o1l and gas

He, Scott Dufford and Mayor Wes Perry voted in favor

of RSP’s initial permit

request. John James, Jerry

Morales, Vicky Hailey and Michael Trost voted against

it.

Some council members cited safety concerns and oth-
ers said there were too many unanswered questions to
support the initial request that was voted on in April.

In these new permit requests, the Oil & Gas Advisory
Commuittee has recommended the company provide more

specifics about fencing and dust control.

Aside form that, the committee recommended approval

of the applications.

Following Tuesday’s public hearing, the City

Council

will have to wait at least 30 days before taking a vote.

Kathleen Petty can be reached at kpetty@ mrt.com.

City Council
10am.T
300 N. Loraine St.

From 1B

boat? Why does Goofy
stand erect while Pluto
remains on all fours?
They’re both dogs!

If Wile E. Coyote had
enough money to buy all
that ACME equipment,
why didn’t he just buy
dinner? Why doesn’t

- Tarzan have a beard?

Why does Superman stop
bullets with his chest but
ducks when you throw a

revolver at him?

There also are unan-
swered questions that also
impact our daily lives
such as why do banks
charge a fee on insuffi-
cient funds when they
know there is not enough
money”? Why do we press
harder on a remote con-
trol when we know the
batteries are going dead?
Why do they use steril-

WILLIAMSON

ized needles for death by
lethal 1injection? Why did
kamikaze pilots wear hel-
mets? If people evolved
from apes, why are there
still apes? How come you
never hear father-in-law
jokes?

By now, you’re getting
the idea that in our world
you have to ask a lot of
questions to get to the
truth. And no matter how
hard you try there are
always those little unex-
plained mystenes that
linger. You probably have
a few favontes of your
own

Thought for the Week:
“The greatest sin does
not come from not know-
ing the answer, but from
failing to ask the ques-
tion.” (This quote is by an
anonymous source, but
he had to be a great
Jjournalist.)

Www.mywesttexas.com

MIDLAND FAMILY PHYSICIANS, PA.

3620 N. Bic SpriInG S1. * MipLanp, Texas 79705

Joseph G. Rhode, M.D.
Carolyn C. Rhode, M.D.
(Board Certified in Family Medicine)
Cindy Marriner, R.N., C.F.N.P.
Maurice Lopez, R.N., C.F.N.P.

(Family Nurse Practitioners)

We are pleased to welcome to our office

Ronald Sanchez-Silva, M.D.

(Board Certified in Family Medicine)

Call (432) 682-7473 for an appointment
Se habla Espafiol

Helping Bandswie:

1301 Brinson Lane sesns asgers ror)

HOTLINE: 699-4900

(Leave Message)

Thrift Store: Tues., Fri. & Sal. 10am-2pm
For Donations or to Yolunteer Call 528-6265

www.helpinghandsmidland.com

Thanks to your generous donations the following financial assistance

was given to those in need
in Midland County last week:

Electricity 8 families $ 1.399.48

Water 3 famihes $§ 52991

Rent 27 famules $22.062.79

Medical 6 families § 77393

Plumbing 1 famuly $ 14900

TOTAL $24915.11
Meet Gloria and Bella

few hours to the entire day.

Gloria Camero has been a volunteer at
Helping Hands for over 5 years. She performs
a multitude of duties in the warehouse part of
| the store - from helping to unload the truck,

to sorting merchandise ( to determine to what
part of the store it should be taken), to sorting
clothing, and helping with the baling efforts
of clothing that is shipped to thard-world
countries. She enjoys domng “a little bit of
everything” and finds doing that work to be “a great stress reliever!” She
comes to Helping Hands several days each week and stays anywhere from 2

Last summer Gloria began bringing her granddaughter, Isabella Campos to
the store. Gloria helped her daughter out by babysitting for Isabella (“Bella™)
during the summer. We tend to be wary of young children in our store because

of safety issues, however Bella quickly made herself an indispensable part
of our team' She leamed to sort children’s books (learning to read is her
greatest dream right now), and also helped sort toys and before long became
everyone's helper. Now that school has started she has reluctantly given up
her weekday job to attend St. Ann's School, however each Saturday morning

parts of our team.

she is at the store bright and early because there is “just a whole lot of work
to do!” Thank you Bella, and thank you Gloria for being such indispensable

We are very proud of the 40+ volunteers we have at Helping Hands, however
we can always use more help! If you are interested in donating an hour or a
day of your time at Helping Hands please call Mary at 528-6265 anytime.
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ture donkey.”
wm.mmu-
al event and fundraiser for
the Museum of the South-
west, continues today.
Also ing attention
in the ing area, located
ind the Marian Blake-
‘more Planetarium, were
sheep, an Ankole-Watusi

cow, eland antejope and'a

75-pound tortoise that a la
mancha goat liked to rest

~its front hoofs on.

- When asked whére the

animals came from,;

Reeves said, “Pretty much -

all cool animals are from
Afrnica.”

The ponies children rode

likely were an exception.

And the bull. It was home-

designed to pitch anyone *

riding it off in short order,
as a laughing 10-year-old
Savannah Brown discov-
ered.

“It was really rough, but
| liked it,” Savannah said.
“It was really fun.”

Right before Savannah
rode the bull, Coyote
Crude — John Mark
Echols and Tyree Johnson
on fiddle (on occasion they
played each other’s while

holding their own), Jody

Orona on bass, Ric Vick-
ery on guitar and Ritchie
Puga on drums — finished
a set for an attentive audi-
ence. The music carried
into the food area between
the Children’s Museum
and the planetarium and
into the children’s area
behind the planetarium,
where children today will
discover what 3-year-old
Annie Campbell enjoyed
most about SeptemberFest
on Satuday.

“The jumpers,” Annie
said.

Her frniend, almost 2-
year-old Mary Carter,
liked the jumpers. Her
mother, Liz Carter, pointed

At least 47
dead from West
Nile in Texas

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Travis
County has confirmed a
third death from West Nile
VITUS.

A Fniday statement from
the Austin/Travis County
Health and Human Servic-
es Department said the vic-
tim was older than age 50
and died of West Nile neu-
roinvasive disease after two
weeks of hospitalization.

The death brought to at
least 47 the statewide death
toll from West Nile this
year.

y
5 p.m. However, she did
single out.one aspect of
the event: “I liked the
food. The fried pickles
were really good.”

In addition to the chil-
dren’s activities, the music
and the food, the annual
event features more than
80 artists’ booths spread
across the front and side
lawns of the Museum of
the Southwest, 1705 W.
Missouri Ave. The work is
for sale.

“SeptemberFest is
important because it show-
cases the museum and
everything it has to offer
the community,” Kenya
Kay Butts, co-chair of the
event with Mark Roberts,
said. “But also it’s a great
family environment. It's an
event for the whole family.
And it showcases artists
from all over who have
been juried in and selected
to participate.”

This year marks the
sixth year Scott Shangraw
of Shangn-La Woodworks,
Ramah, N.M., has partici-
pated in SeptemberFest.

“It’s always been good,”
Shangraw said of the
annual event. “They treat
us pretty good. It’s one of
the smaller shows we do,

Returning to this year’s
event after a year's
absence is Wimberley resi-
dent Barbara Roberts with

people,” West
said. “A little bit of dust, a
little bit of wind, a little bit

of heat, but the le
make up for it. mn
great. 1 hope they have me
back again.”

Fred Stockbauer, a jew-
elry designer from Wim-
berley, has been coming to
this event, now in its 42nd
year, “About 30 years.”

When asked how he
thought this year’s Sep-
temberFest was going, he
replied, “You never know
until it’s over.”

And it’s not over until 5
p.m. today.

Georgia Temple can be
reached at
gtemple @ mrt.com.
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Friday & Saturday
September 21" & 22

Cocktails & Hors D’oeuvres
Register For Door Prizes! !
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Tuesday, Sept 11

6 and 7:30 p.m.
FREE to the Public
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GOD BLESS
MIDLAND!

First United

Vethodist Church
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3101 N, Big Spring * Midland ¢ Mon.- Sat. [0am-6pm » 4+352-68

“"H 2 A’iﬁ‘diﬁons

“We know how to play..."

A Comedy
Directed By:

Jim Carver

Thanks to our Sponsors
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»matique Pumpkin Spice and Cinnamon Cider in stock nowl
NROMATIQUE

o

SIVARY.

TR

39
- Steps

Sunday, September 9 & Monday,
September 10 @ 6:30 p.m.

All roles are open.

We welcome all races, nationalities, and body types.
.NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!

- For more information call (432) 682-2544 or visit:

www.mcimidland.org
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than 25 years.

past 15 and said that  after a fight at a bar, Estes
all crime scene inves- said. Estes and another

i mmwmputumdm%t
overnight and into the next
moming fifting fingerprints

ing to solve the puz-
zle. Their work gave the
court the evidence needed

to convict Andrews and
Hnwmxh@nquwoﬁﬁr

www.mywesttexas.com

COTTON FLAT
BAPTIST CHURCH

75TH ANNIVERSARY & HOMECOMING
Saturday & Sunday, September 8 - 9

Saturday at 6:30 pm - music and
fellowship Sunday at 8:30 am - breakfast
followed by Sunday School and Service

REVIVAL

Mon - Wed, September 10 - 12 at 7:00 pm

Guest Speaker - Rev. Mike Saterfield
For more information please call

432-684-7562
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Rekindle Recommit

Reconnect

Friday, September 14 ¢ 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Just the Two of us Night

Saturday, September 15 * 9am - 3pm

(lunch included)

* Creating A Lifelong Marriage  ° Stress-Less Living

* Forgiveness And Reconciliation  * Courageous Conversations

* Healthy Expectations -« Sex Love And Romance

Saturday, September I5 * 3pm
VOW Recommitment Ceremony
Sunday, September 16
9:15am — 10:15am
* Life Together Forever * Worship Service
 Towards Connection  ° Spiritual Connection

Py
AR
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Fairmont Park Ch

3813 N. Midland Dr, Midland, TX 79707
September 14-16

432.699.7064 » www.fpcofc.org
Facebook.com/fpcofc

ShuMbCMhohwnﬁptnaﬂwmhhcwluﬂﬁmnummma

perience Biblical Truths that Transform Relationships!

Estes still will be around
the office training his

and desire to be in that par-
ticular field, and O'Don-

individual with a lot of 2 reserve with the
gﬁﬂ;@ﬁazﬂlthﬂﬁﬂﬂ 'mlnnu::zzLJkumn

“(Beau) will be taking a  P1ans 10 keep up with his
lot of knowledge and expe- hwww
rience and leaving a pretty and continue in education
big hole to fill. He's been and training to keep those
the only guys we have that  records current after the
is thoroughly trained in years he’s invested.

“Once the bug bites you,
you never get rid of it,”
Estes said.

Audrie Palmer can be
reached at

apalmer@mrt.com.

Y Letter to friends of Linda Daugherty }

To those who do not know, Linda is fighting a rare liver disease.
She is now on the Liver Transplant list at Texas Methodist Medical

said. “It’s just got to the Center-Dallas. Linda will e responsible for any costs MediCare wil not
point where the family pay & after transpiant anti-rejection medications. It is estimated that these
business has needed more costs will be as high as $150,000. Please help Linda with medical expenses
sttention. by contnbuting to the Daugherty Liver Transplant Fund. n care of Bank of

Patrol deputy Casey America Acct.# 4880-3827-1798, or send your check directly 1o the Custodian
O’Donnell, who has been of the account, James T. Daugherty, 3216 Chesington Dr, Pt Worth, TX
z‘hm“” Sh“‘f'njm 76137, If you have questions, please call me at 432-828-2034 or go to the

JOUME, .“?h“’ \ liver disease website,www.PBCers.org, for mere :

Estes, Painter said. informaton about thes temble disease.

One has to have a knack

Saturday, September.29%

Carl ids s o v o Sonday

For information on all the fair activities, Vvisit:

www.stannsfair.org

STEPHANIE BEIDLER, MD

Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery

» COSMETIC BREAST,
BODY & FACE

* LIPOSUCTION

* SOFT TISSUE FILLERS
& BOTOX

* BREAST
RECONSTRUCTION

* SKIN CANCER -
RECONSTRUCTION

* SCAR REVISION

* LASER THERAPY
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nell, Painter said, is 8 Smart  replacement and serving as
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[-Iand Home
dscape School

260&27, m 9600 Wright Dr., Midland Air Termual

» 4-nights of instauction Cost - $100 per houschold (2 Aduks)
Pmuhiqnud-unhbh (i paid bedore Septemsber 10th)

* Stic and landscape analysis Late regisration - $125 per houschold
* Develop a landscape plan. (2 Adults)
COHTEMOBOIUACTS |

«Proger duign rincig Early registration is recommended.

onibi ‘ : ' + Selection of adaptive plants for West Texas. | .
~ itis prohibited, three years | - * . ;
onpl:obahonandﬂso ' , Randy ( N . o - m
Huiol-lumh.nol-l.r tati : _‘c_al 10yoarsmt:-: . : o pusice m‘hm*
nandez. ammd‘ ffiti, bu of abuild- Texas Department of Crim- & proba _Rm'c m-plahdnpc packet
mw“:MMam., E:; yergﬂﬂwmxas immwm . _ *Mﬂ.‘i-u“

Department of Criminal five

years on :
and indecency with a child, , stice and pay restitution, $1ﬁmﬁimw
180daysstate andpay Ila ri-
jas waésr'slioensesuspendedfor
WIWZQ evading Woodrow Hall

arrest and detenbon ina Jr., 55, modrmng m
motor vehicle, two years in  intoxicated, 10 years
months state | “ and drt- the Texas Deparlm:ﬂ of Texas Department of Crim-

;?Tdﬂvsaﬂd“:fwﬂt"gf'“ license suspended for 365 The Midiand Coalition, working with the Palmer Drug Abuse
exas Departmen d Forum Drugs and
Criminal Justice. aﬁumthudl-brm Program (PDAP) is hosting mmhol unity on

Mario Lopez Jacobo, dez, 20, endangering a

18, felony driving while child, four years on proba-

intosdosted and unautho tion, $1,000 fine and “The Truth Revealed"
a treatmen

Mte assaun : gt Il Il ' "y’ »yy oy vy R AT DR D R R A R R LR Ll :
... g P har, 32, driving ! WHEN: Thursday, September 13, 2012 :
unauthorized use ofa while intoxicated with a g 7:00 - 9:00 P.M. - g
motor vehicle, four years in child passenger, 11 : WHERE: WWCMM :
the Texas Department of months state jail suspend- : WHO: Open to the Public :
Cnf?.lml and(gr; fo pre"“m m yaal's - ed ?Ol' three yea*rs Oﬂpﬂ}' : Por more information, contact Kim Henderson at 432-685-3648 E
ver's license suspen " probation, $1,000 fine and  bation, $1,500 fine and dri- : Refreshments will be provided :
ate oy and 10 months attend a treatment ver's license suspended for | % Lecsl spsasies wil heve inormation s servicas and representatives to amewer qusstions

Daniel L. Jobe, 49,
theft, three years on proba-
tion, $1,000 fine and pay

bl 0N PRINE

Honored guests and panel members lnchlde:
Teresa Clingman, Midiand County District Attorney
Jeff Darr, Midiand Deputy Police Chief

Jose Gaona, CBS 7 News Director

Gary Painter, Midiand County Sherriff

Wes Perry, Mayor

Michelle Savage, Springboard Center
Ford SBmith, Success Story
e Dr. Ryder Warrean, MISD Superintendent

Bponlmdbr

CBS 7

Donald and Mona Craig

Jewish Philanthropic Union
Midiand Reporter Telegram

NAB'D (Neighbors Against Burglary & Drugs, Inc.)
Palmer Drug Abuse Program
Simplex Energy Solutions

St. Anns Catholic Church in Midland
United Way of Midiand

West Texas Radio Group

@& PALMER

DRUG AMUISE FROGRAM

cocaine, 200 days state
jail, driver’s license sus-
pended for 180 days and
restitution.
Ramirez, 23,

fporazine, five years on ALEJANDRO ESCOVEDO
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW

AT WAGNERNOEL.COM. CALL ETIX AT
1-B00-514-3849. OR SCAN BN
THE QR CODE AT LEFT :
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Living Proof Live
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September 15th 8:30am

Stonegate Fallowship - 6000 West Wadley
Doors open at 7.45am

Cost 815
Tickets On Sale NOW!

.- Tioksts must be purchesed In advence

at Stonagate or onfine at stonegatefellowship.com
mmm:mummhwmﬁmw mmmﬂhm
advance and varies by term and subscription. Seles ads, and coupons are zoned for defivery by the individual

advertiser and therefore may not be included in all home ¢ mmwmmrm
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days from your order.
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d prostitutes

By Nomaan Merchant

The stakes are high. Police see their
girls when they’re
DALLAS — The girl curled herself many of them are nearly
hﬁnhllulhe on a chair in the Mmmmmm
lhlwtmp,
l:llnavy InJune,tbepohce staged a sting they

hu'wnlhngameetona called “Operation Brick and Mortar” — a

M-%Wmf::m wher: rosincsandpunpsonce conge. [RNUQIY oriN AGUAS FR ESCAS

and handed her a T-shirt crackers and a mmdmhfwgdy&m“mommtuwm | Assorted Flavors And Sizes — Small Drink 99
bottle of red soda. =~ online sex ads on Backpage and other

“Why are you still doing this?” sites, posted their own ads to deter johns
17-year-old girl. more than 40 arrests.

| Speaking with a soft drawl, she said the But the of
| mmm" msrog g ..  challenges of finding juveniles
me Catherine veteran detec-
. McMurray didn’t believe her. The girl mwmmmgmmm
had | pﬂﬁwmﬂmwoﬁ- thought might offer juvenile prostitutes.
: Police dialed numbers and contacted each
of the 99 ads she picked. Most of the
numbers came up busy, but eventually
they made contact with 22 ads and
detained 23 people for prostitution. Just
two were under 18 years old.
Dehhzdemonsu'awdwhynmso
difficult. On a recent weekday, she
scrolled through an online classified site
with sex ads. The ads pop up four at a
save underage girls being lured into the s A naked, 03, umboel;lnd
treet life. Officers have adopted what Prec'® S50 Won = PROGE fRRber #ad 2
they call a “victim-centered approach,” undcngeprovedagwssmggame
mahnsahstofﬂﬂ?hmlwle ut technology eventually could simpli-
prostitute and investigating their pasts and fythe of tracking y um:lmp
ways to keep them out of trouble. And m“m““h,,andmmmmm
| they’re making a new o use e Web working to develop facial recognition
— where for years ckers have had ftware or programs to filter keywords
almost free rein — to find girls and help - cummmqnl toamotern e
them before it’s too late. St Y POP U I SO
It’s likely years away from widespread
“We can make survivors out of vic- -

said Lt. Fred Diorio, the head of - s .
tl;ns nt’s Crimes Against Chx?dren We're automating that process for

" said Mark Latonero, a University
umt “That’s what we’re trying to do. them, " sai T .
That’s the 17 of Southern California researcher who

, : ' : : authored a report published last year on
It’s a dafficult one to achieve. While . g

Dallas’ effort has won acclaim for devot- tl:mlmc human traﬂichihé;]g._ It autom;:_zs "
ing extra resources to combat juvenile aborious process w lslahcady oeing
prostitution, officials and experts said doMnc ﬂghthlnow “3; a very s Q"ﬁl’;ﬂ)f-[he _
Web trafficking makes it harder to identi- eanwhile, police acknowledge they’re
fy the girls and weed out the pimps. The playing catch-up to Web traffickers.
girls are also sometimes reluctant to help When one juvenile is found, many pimps
prosecute their pimps and get them move to another source of prostitution.

SRR AN

;Ilililil

T And those who are caught are sometimes
L s - : difficult to ute because victims can
But experts said the strategies used in WP PRONES .
Dallas could be a model for other law mﬁ‘,‘; difficult witnesses at trial.
enforcement faced with a problem that ou’ve got sometimes very damaged

lagues most of America’s big cities. indiyiﬁuals who are involved, and you
'l;'heg;'u::redit Dallas police for seeing juve- ©an tjust star asking them 100 questions
nile prostitutes as victims and for working O Start your prosecution,” said U.S. Attor-
on the Web, something that confounds ney Sarah Saldana, the top federal prose-

big-city and small-t li cutor in Dallas.
departments with limited resources or Nationally, the number of federal
knowledge about technology. human trafficking prosecutions hit an all-

“You’ve got local police who are over- time high n 2010, though numbers differ
whelmingly undertrained in these issues D how many girls are involved in juve-
trying to piece together how best to nile prostitution. |
respond to a crime that increasingly has a Police in Dallas said many of the girls
technological element to it,” said Jennifer  they have documented come in from other

Musto, a researcher on anti-trafficking cities. They often refer girls to a local
methods at Rice University. shelter for counseling and treatment. A

The Dallas Police Department’s High long-term shelter for juveniles under con-

Risk Victims unit consists of three detec-  struction in Dallas County will soon pro-
tives and a supervisor, part of a 35-detec- vide another option for rehabilitation.

tive Crimes Against Children division — Officers said their effort still is too new
a significant allotment devoted to an issue o gauge how successful it has been. In
most departments lack resources to ade- the meantime, they are learming more
quately address. about the Web, expanding their work with
Part of the police unit’s strategy has girls and hope to run more stings in the

been identifying about 350 high-risk vic-  coming months. |
tims each year — children and teenagers Paige Flink, director of The Family
| - who are repeat runaways, prostitutes or Place shelter, which deals with battered
"- " sexual assault victims. ‘As many as half women and victims of abuse, credited

. are believed to be prostitutes or involved  police for their tactics.
1 ‘ in trafficking. “I think that we have a more sensitive

A small group of officers in the unitis  police force,” Flink said. “Rather<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>