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Two performances...

| Shakespeare
Snyder stage

Shakespeare is coming to Sny-
der.

No, not the usual play perform-
ances, but parodies portrayed by
the Reduced Shakespeare Com-
pany.

Worsham Auditorium comes
alive at 7:30 tonight and Saturday
for The Compleat Wks of Willm
Shkspr (abridged).

Brad Vincent, Snyder High

| School drama director, and two of

GEARING UP — Snyder High School principal Larry Scott, right, helps new journalism teacher
Diane Arnold get situated in her classroom Thursday. SISD teachers report for duty Wednes-

day, with students beginning classes Aug. 15. (SDN Staff Photo)

Iropical storm floods
Flerida with 8 inches

MIAMI (AP) — Tropical
Storm Barry weakened slightly
in the Gulf of Mexico today as it
headed toward Louisiana after

drenching parts of Florida with
as much as eight inches of rain

that flooded streets and homes.
The second named storm of
the 2001 Atlantic hurricane sea-
son could still gain momentum,
said officials at the National Hur-
ricane Center in Miami.
“During the night, the upper
level winds came and disrupted
the circulation,” said Lixion
Avila, a humcane specialist. “It’s
weakening now, but if it survives
the next 24 hours, it can regen-

Local AHA
1S honored

The Scurry County Division of
the American Heart Association
was recently honored for its fund-
raising efforts.

The Texas Affiliate of the Amer-
ican Heart Association awarded
the local unit the “Double Digit
Increase Award. The award is
given to divisions that achieve a
fund-raising increase of 10 per-
cent or more from the previous
year.

“The Scurry Division is a leader
in our fight against heart disease
and stroke in Texas,” said Martha
Gallier, chairman of the Texas
Affiliate. “The division is an out
standing example of local volun-
teers making a difference in the
battle against our state’s number
one killer.”

Dee Chasteen is the president
of the local heart association.

ASK US

Q—Has Snyder Healthcare
Center started the testing of the
facility for more black mold?

A—The testing is scheduled

to begin Monday.

erate.”

A reconnaissance plane was
flying into the storm’s center to
monitor its intensity, Avila said.

Tornadoes were possible
along the southwest Florida
coast. Coastal flooding was pos-
sible in southeast Louisiana, the
center said.

Texas forecasters were also
monitoring the storm.

“If it impacts our area, it would
be Sunday or Monday,” Bill
Read, a meteorologist with the
National Weather Service’s
Houston-Galveston office, told
the Houston Chronicle in Fri-
day’s editions.

At 4 a.m. today, the storm was
about 225 miles southeast New
Orleans. It was moving north-
west at 7 mph with maximum
sustained winds at about 40 mph.

Martin County, north of Palm
Beach on Florida’'s east coast,
declared a state of emergency
Thursday after eight inches of

rain fell, flooding streets and
homes and leaving many resi-
dents stranded.

About two dozen homes
received flood damage, and the
Red Cross opened a shelter at a
Stuart church, emergency opera-

tions officer Martha Beaudoin
said.

Water managers said the
heavy rains won’t be enough to
immediately lift restrictions on
lawn watering and car washing
that have been imposed during
one of the worst droughts in the
state’s history.

“We're going to be wet for a
few days but this is south Florida
— were used to that,” Miami-
Dade County Mayor Alex
Penelas said.

Emergency Management
spokesman Jim Loftus said offi-
cials had increased staffing and
were watching the storm closely.
He urged residents to make nec-

essary preparations.

Perry touts tax-free
shopping in Texas

EL PASO (AP) — Gov. Rick
Perry said this weekend’s
sales tax holiday is a “Texas
common-sense tax policy”
where shoppers will save an
estimated S40 million.

“Hardworking Texans, in my
opinion, deserve this tax
break,” Perry said Thursday in
a stop in El Paso. He was in
Midland earlier and will travel
to Texarkana, Nacogdoches
and Beaumont today to deliver

FORECAST - ALMANAC

the same message.

Perry said the amount of sav-
ings increased from $32.6 mil-
lion in 1999, the first year of the
holiday, to $37 million last year.

The holiday lasts from today
through Sunday and allows
shoppers to buy certain cloth-
ing and footwear items costing
less than S100 each without

his former students will cover all
of Shakespeare’s 37 plays in less
than two hours.

Actors sharing the stage with
Vincent will be Michael Simpson,
a student at the Julliard School in
New York City, and Trevor
Vaughn who is currently enrolled
at North Carolina School of the

Arts.

Zachary Moore, also a former
shident of Vincent’s. will direct.
He presented “Godspell at the Ritz
’Iheatre in 1998.

The humorous look at Shake-
speare’s plays have been
described as a classical Greater
Tuna.

“It's been a lot of fun acting
with former students,” Vincent
said. “I feel a little out of practice,
so I hope I can keep up with
them.”

Just as in the Texas based

Greater Tuna, the actors perform
multiple characters — men as
well as women.

Vaughn said, “Michael’s por-
trayal of Juliet is my favorite.
Although both Simpson and Vin-
cent won state honors with
Romeo, Moore thought I should
have my chance to play him. I get
to see Michael’s Juliet up close. It
isn't pretty.”

The stop in Snyder is the last
leg of a three<city tour.

“We rehearsed and opened the
show in Alvarado, where | have
everything where I need it,” said
Moore. “After that we performed
in McKinney, so Trevor and
Michael’s fans could see them.”

The Snyder performance will
be the first time Vincent has per-
formed in Worsham’s Auditorium
since In 1987

graduating i

_ “I'm kind of nervous,” he said.
“Performing in front of my cur-
rent students will be awkward.
Pm most excited that Michael
and Trevor get to perform on
Worsham’s stage. Although they
only knew him briefly, they had a
tremendous amount of reverence
for him.”

Admission is S5 at the door
with a percentage of the proceeds
going to the Worsham Founda-

tion.
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paying any tax. Shoppers will AMERICAN PROFILE — Read about Jami Parsons raising

save about S8 on every $100 sheep to show at the Missouri State Fair, and a trip

they spend.

Snyder Temps: High Thursday, 98

degrees; low, 73; 7 am. Friday, 73; no pre-
cipitation; total for 2001, 9.45 inches.
Area Forecast: Tonight, mostly clear,
low mid 70s, SE wind 515 mph. Saturday,
mostly sunny, high upper 90s, SE wind 5

15 mph. Saturday night, mostly clear, low

mid 70s.

to Santa

Rosa, N.M. in this weekend’s Seyder Dasly News.

Sunset:
8:38 p.m.
Sunnise:

TODAY’S THOUGHT

Until I accept my faults, I will

most certainly doubt my
virtues.

—Hugh Prather

Home of Nova Dea

SDN
COLUNMN

By Roy McQueen
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The feller on Deep Creek
says, “Procrastination 1s the
art of keeping up with yester-
day.”

The new U.S. Post Office in
Snyder and former President Bill
Clinton’s new office in Harlem
opened last Monday.

However, the same-day open-
ing was about the only similarity.

While Bill Clinton’s office open-
ing was celebrated with atten-
dance by celebrities, politicians
and jazz bands, Snyder’s postal
facilities were unveiled with a
business-as-usual philosophy.

In Snyder there was no fan-fare,
no ribbon cutting, no cake, no
punch, no politicians and no
speeches - just stand in line and
wait for the key to your PO. box.
And if you needed an extra key -
pluck down a buck.

It's a nice facility. Snyder need-
ed it and Snyder needed a reason

for a little celebration. We clicked

our heels, anyway - a check for a
past-due account showed up in
the postal box.

Sen. Phil Gramm should have
been invited — he’s given speech-
es locally for lessor reasons.

And speaking of politics, the
special election to fill the seat of
State Sen. Tom Haywood is set for
Nov. 6.

It's an election where the win-
ner likely may never attend a ses-
sion of the Texas Legislature -
unless the court battles over
redistricting aren’t settled.

And more politics...unfortu-
nately.

The Snyder chamber of com-
merce board has agreed unani-
mously to submit a proposal to
operate the coliseum for the next
three years.

We hope that folks can swallow
pride, forget politics and do what’s
in the best interest of the commu-
nity.

There’s no way that the colise-
um can make money. It's like a
library, golf course, park or air-
port. It's something that adds to
the quality of life.

Local merchants, most who are
struggling in these economic
times, will attest that the visitors
that the coliseum have brought to
town has helped them keep their
doors open.

Those in the restaurant trade
are especially complimentary of
the job the chamber has done to
lure events that will attract folks to
the community:.

The past few years have proven
that the chamber can and is the
logical organization to manage
and market the coliseum.

There was a time when Snyder
was known for working together -
and it’s time to grow up to restore
that spirit of cooperation.

You've heard of no-pass, no
play. Now some schools are con-
sidering no-pay, no play.

Some school districts in Texas,
facmg budget shortfalls, are now
requiring students to pay a fee to
participate in extra-curricular
activities.

When we learned that the
Granbury school board is consid-
ering the possibility, we found
that some schools in Texas have
already required students to ante
up.

Such an idea seems radical in
sports-minded West Texas. Inci
dentally, the idea has never been
discussed locally.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Pro-
gun forces have won their latest
congressional skirmish as the
Senate endorsed President
Bush'’s plan to eliminate a 2-year-
old program that has helped local
lipolice buy firearms from the pub-

.

" By a 6533 vote, the Senate
rejected on Thursday a proposal
by Sen. Charles Schumer, D-
N.Y., to provide S15 million for
Buyback America. The program
was created by President Clin-
ton, but the Bush administration
pledged last month to eliminate it
because of a lack of evidence that

it was effective.

“Crime goes up,” Sen. larry
Craig, R-ldaho, said Thursday.
“We spend money. Great photo
opportunity. But it doesn’t work.”

Schumer said that many public
housing authorities, which
administer the program, have
had great success with it.

“No, it's not feelgood,”
Schumer said, mocking oppo-

nents’ characterizations of the
initiative. “It’s life and death.”
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Schumer tried adding the pro-
vision to a $113.4 billion measure
to finance housing, environment,
veterans and science programs
for next year, which the Senate
approved, 94-5. The House ver-
sion of the bill, passed last week,
contained no money for the
firearms purchasing program.

The vote on Schumer’s plan
was not a clear referendum on
the Senate’s sentiment on gun
iIssues. 1o pay for his amend-
ment, Schumer would have
taken money from funds provid-
ed to public housing authorities
for anti-drug efforts, a program
some lawmakers were reluctant
to raid.

Nonetheless, the buyback ini-
tiative has been opposed by the
National Rifle Association and
supported by gun-control advo-
cates. In an alert e-mailed and
faxed to Senate offices before the

vote, the NRA called it a “gun sur-
render” program and said it was
a waste of money.

The vote was the second victo-
ry for Bush and pro-gun forces in
less than a month. In July, the
House voted to back Attorney
General John Ashcroft’s plan to
shorten to one day the period the
government keeps background-
check records of firearms pur-
chasers.

Under the gun buyback pro-
gram, local police departments
have received up to $500,000 to
buy guns in and around public
housing projects for about S50
each. The weapons were
destroyed.

The Department of Housing
and Urban Development, which
administered the program, cred-
ited it with removing 20,000 guns
from the streets of 80 cities in its
first year. The agency also said

events
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Cash Five

AUSTIN (AP) — The winning Cash Five numbers drawn Thurs-

day by the Texas Lottery:
39-34-94-28

Pick 3

AUSTIN (AP) — The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Thursday

by the Texas Lottery, in order:
9-53
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the buybacks were removing just
1 percent to 2 percent of guns

from those communities.

On another issue Thursday,
the Senate voted 69-30 to reject

JG Cherokees

focus of probe

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A fed-
eral safety agency investigating
possible problems with gear shifts
in Jeep Grand Cherokees has
received dozens more complaints
and a report of one death, the Los

Angeles Times reported today.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration launched
the probe last month into the
complaints the sport utility vehi-
cle suddenly shifted out of gear
while idling in park. At the time,
the agency said it received at least
48 complaints but no deaths.

The Times reported today that
the NHTSA has now received 144
complaints of what it calls “inad-
vertent rollaway in reverse.” In
addition to the one death reported
to the NHTSA, the Times said it
has confirmed two others involv-
ing the Jeep model from police
records, court documents and
Interviews.

The agency’s investigation cov-
ers 1.3 million 1995 through 1999
model Grand Cherokees.

Drnivers have said the Chero-
kees rolled away on their own in

parking lots or crossing roads and
crashed into trees and buildings,

according to the NHTSA files.
The incidents have led to an esti-
mated 100 accidents and about 40
injuries, the Times said.

DaimlerChrysler, the vehicle’s
manufacturer, said it is cooperat-
ing with the investigation. The
company has settled at least four
lawsuits.
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Senate OKSs plan to end firearms buybacks

an effort by Sen. John McCain; R-
Ariz., to cut S5 million from some
of the hundreds of home-state
projects the bill contains and
increase spending for the adjudi-
cation of veterans’ claims.
McCain, a longtime campaign-
er against such earmarks, had
proposed halving the money for
18 projects in the bill, including
$100,000 to develop the Alabama
quail; S1 million to improve a
rodeo and fair facility in Dona
Ana County, N.M.; and S1 million

to help Louisiana celebrate the

upcoming bicentennial of the
Louisiana Purchase.

The overall bill would boost
veterans spending by 9 percent
to S$51 billion; restore a $S300 mil-
lion drug-elimination program
for low-income housing that
Bush proposed killing; and pro-
vide $S416 million for the Ameri-
corps national service program,
S4 million more than Bush

wants.
The Environmental Protection

Berry's World

State/National

Agency would get S$7.8 billion,
$435 million over Bush'’s request,
while ignoring Bush proposals to
cut 270 enforcement officials.
While NASA and the National
Science Foundation would get
more than last year, the space
station would get S2 billion —
about $100 million less than
Bush sought, reflecting congres-
sional impatience with cost over-
runs.

On the Net: U.S. Conference
of Mayors announcement of
Buyback America:
http://www.usmayors.org/uscm
/wash—update/crime/buy-
back.htm

Alabama Quail Hunters Inc.:
http://www.newleafpub.com/ala
quail/home.html

Southern New Mexico State
Fair: http://snmstatefair.com/

Louisiana Purchase bicenten-
nial celebration:
HTTP://www.LouisianaPur-
chase2003.com/

Date

Friday, Aug. 3, 2001
Today is the 215th day of 2001

and the 44th day of summer.

TODAY’S HISTORY: On this
day in 1804, the USS Constitution
and other American ships
attacked Tripoli, a Mediter-
ranean port that is the present-
day capital of Libya.

On this day in 1923, upon the
death of President Warren Hard-
ing, Calvin Coolidge was sworn
in as the 30th president of the
United States.

On this day in 1981, about
13,000 air-traffic controllers went
on strike, causing half of all

| i scheduled flights in the U.S. to be

canceled.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS:
Rupert Brooke (1887-1915), poet;
Delores Del Rio (1908-1983),
actress; Leon Urnis (1924-), writer,
1s 77; Tony Bennett (1926-),
singer, is 795; Martin Sheen (1940
), actor, is 61; John Landis (1950
), director, is 51; Marcel Dionne
(1951-), hockey star, is 50.

TODAY’S SPORTS: On this
day in 1914, New York catcher
Les Nunamaker threw out three
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Detroit runners who tried to steal
bases.

TODAY’S QUOTE: “It is nei-
ther wealth nor splendor, but
tranquillity and occupation,

which give happiness.” —
Thomas Jefferson
TODAY’'S MOON: Day

before full moon (Aug. 4).

Copynght 2001, Newspaper
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Mueller promises FBI accountability ac¢ro-

WASHINGTON (AP) — From
Ruby Ridge to Wen Ho Lee, a
decade of blunders and missteps
by the FBI have left the agency’s
image in tatters. The job of
rebuilding it belongs to Robert
Mueller, a former federal prose-
cutor who promises a new era of
introspection and accountability.

“I believe the FBI can and
must do a better job of dealing
with mistakes,” Mueller said
prior to his confirmation Thurs-
day by the Senate.

No one expects the job to be
easy.

Those who have watched the
FBI's struggles closely say
Mueller's most critical task is
wresting control of the agency’s
insular culture, which protects
its agents even when they have
made mistakes.

“Mueller will have to use his
prosecutor instincts to go in and
make certain that the people
who have protected their medi-
ocrity for years get shown the
door,” said Allen Lyons, a for-
mer FBI agent who lives in Cali-
fornia. “It’'s not one person, or
one policy. It’s a system that has
been growmg more power ful for
years.”

Michael Bromwich, a former
Justice Department inspector
general, said the agency “is
going through one of the worst
periods in recent history.”

“Repairing morale and restor-
Ing a general positive outlook for
the agency is key,” he said.

Support for Mueller in the
Democratic-controlled Senate

was sweeping. He was con-

firmed by a vote of 980. Only
Sens. Pete Domenici, R-N.M.
and Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii,
were not present for the vote.

“l felt whoever was the next

By Abigail Van Buren

Commuters keep their seats

Dear Abby

director owed it to all the men
and women in the bureau to
make it better,” said Senate Judi-
cilary Committee Chairman
Patrick Leahy, D-Vt. “I am con-
vinced that Robert Mueller can.”

Mueller, U.S. attorney in San
Francisco and a former Justice
Department official who has
served under both Republican
and Democratic administra-
tions, was credited with reform-
ing the San Francisco federal
prosecutor’s office.

“We're pleased the Senate
acted quickly, so he can take the
helm,” said White House
spokeswoman Claire Buchan

The FBI has been caught in
endless criticism for mistakes in
investigations involving Okla-
homa City bomber Timothy
McVeigh, spy Robert Hanssen,
the bloody Branch Davidian and
Ruby Ridge standoffs and Los
Alamos National Laboratory
nuclear scientist Wen Ho Lee.

While voting for Mueller’s
nomination, Sen. Charles Grass-
ley, R-lowa, one of the bureau’s
harshest critics, said the new
director may be underestimating
his task. “I have concerns that
Mr. Mueller doesn’t completely
understand the culture problem
at the FBI,” Grassley said. Unlike
his predecessor Louis Freeh,

Mueller, a former Marine, has no
personal history with the FBI.

Senators also have said they
will keep a close eye on the FBI
through the Judiciary Commit-
tee’s oversight powers. “We are
not doing the job we should be
doing,” said Sen. Arlen Specter,
R-Pa.

Leahy already has begun over-
sight hearings on the bureau and
promised more after Mueller
gets settled.

Mueller will undergo surgery
later this month to have his can-
cerous prostate removed. He is
expected to be in the hospital for
two to three days after the two-
hour surgery.

Grass-roots organlzatlon
rewards tips about crimes

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
Bill Brownell spent 10 years as a
deputy sheriff, but he didn’t
strike his biggest blow as a
crime fighter until he went into
the beauty supply business.

Distressed by the crime near
his San Bernardino County
store in the early 1970s,
Brownell conceived WeTip Inc.,
a nonprofit organization that
promised rewards for anony-
mous phone tips about vandal-
ism, theft and drug dealing.

The grass-roots concept
touched a nerve, and WeTip
developed into a national anti-
crime crusade that has fielded
more than 300,000 tips in nearly
30 years, including this week’s
tip that the remains of Chandra
Levy are buried near a Virginia
military base.

as pregnant woman stands

DEAR ABBY: What is this
world coming to? I live in an afflu-
ent suburb of Boston, and com-
mute by subway to my job in the
city. This morning I boarded a full
train and took the last empty seat.
Just as the doors were closing, a
blind woman and her guide dog
got on. | waited about 10 seconds
(count it, Abby — it’s a long time).
No one offered the woman a seat,
so | gave her mine. She graciously
accepted.

What the woman couldn’t see
— but everyone else on the train
could — is that I am eight months
pregnant. For the next half-hour, ]
stood with aching back and
swollen ankles, jerking and sway-
ing with every movement of the
train, while college kids and well-
dressed executive types in their
30s watched, sipped their coffee,
read the sports section and
offered zilch.

A pregnant woman gives up her
seat on the train to a blind woman,
while everyone else sits content-
edly? If their mothers only knew!
Sign me ... ONE MONTH TO
GO IN HINGHAM, MASS.

DEAR ONE MON'IH TO GO:
If their mothers only knew? Dear
lady, if their mothers had taken
the time to teach them manners
and empathy for others, someone
in the passenger car would have
given you a seat.

If any of your fellow passengers
were young women — what goes
around comes around. As to the
men — it shows that living in
wealthy suburbs doesn’t guaran-
tee that the residents have class.

L B

DEAR ABBY: | am currently in
my fourth month of survival fol-
lowing a fight with cancer.

When | was first diagnosed, |
consulted an oncologist recom-
mended by my general practition-
er. Even though the doctor was
obviously not busy, | was kept
waiting in a dark, quiet, depress-
ing room. When he finally did see
me, he hadn’t reviewed my file. He
didn’t call me by my first name or
know my test results. He made me
feel unimportant. I didn’t go back.

A second oncologist was recom-
mended. The difference was night
and day. This doctor performed all
the tests himself. He answered
every question my wife and | had.
When he was satisfied that all the
questions were answered, he
asked what | wanted from him. |
said, “Save my life.” He immedi
ately put me on chemotherapy.

During the next five months,
when | visited his office, his staff
knew me by name, greeted me
with a smile, and were emotional

ly supportive. The nurses adminis-
tering the chemo were upbeat,
encouraging and made me feel
they cared about me.

Being surrounded by positive
energy was extremely important
to my recovery. Attitude is a vital
element in the recovery process.

Bless the doctors, nurses and
staff who helped me. They real-
1zed [ was a person, and more than
a printout of lab results. — A
CANCER SURVIVOR, NORTH
HILL, CALIF.

DEAR SURVIVOR: I'm
pleased that your cancer treatment
was successful. You were wise to
switch oncologists after that first
consultation. Not all physicians
have a good bedside manner, but if
they don’t, the smart ones hire
support staff that can create an
atmosphere that’s warm, personal
and reassuring to patients.

Medicine is not only a profes-
sion, but it is also a business. And
people in business must be sensi-
tive to customer relations if they're
going to be successful.

**

Dear Abby is written by Pauline

Phillips and daughter Jeanne
Phillips.

L

For eve you need to
know about w dmg P
order “How to Have a Love
Wedding.” Send a business-
simd, self-addressed envelope,

check or money order for
5395 (84.50 in Canada) to:
Dear Abby, Wedding Booklet,
&0.6 ng 447, Mount Morris,
1054-0447. (Postage is
included.)
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Staring JULIA ROBERTS

The FBI discounted the tip
about Levy, a missing Modesto
woman who has been romanti-
cally linked to Rep. Gary Condit,
D-Calif., but the lead generated
valuable attention for WeTip.

“We are like Hamburger
Helper for the police,” Brownell,
67, said. “One good tip from us
saves a detective about 100
hours of work.”

Since holding its first commu-
nity meeting in 1971, Rancho
Cucamonga-based WeTip has
doled out rewards totaling
$714,868 for more than 12,000
arrests and more than 6,200 con-
victions.

The reward money distributed
would be even higher, but only
42 percent of the eligible inform-

Bond motion for

woman rejected

ODESSA (AP) — A West Texas
judge has denied a reduced bond
for a mother charged with mur-
der after giving birth to a boy in a
field and then abandoning him.

Leticia Gomez remained jailed
Friday in lieu of $110,000 bond
after a motion to reduce her bond
was denied.

Judge Jay Gibson ruled
Wednesday that Gomez, 27,
remain jailed after Ector County
District Attorney John Smith said
a high bond was justified because
the defendant is a flight risk.

“If I thought the family could
make the bond, Id ask to have it
raised,” Smith told Gibson.

Smith said Gomez eluded
police in the early stages of their
investigation.

The woman first told police and
hospital workers she was in the
early stages of pregnancy and had
miscarried. But a doctor at the
hospital told law officers he
believed the baby had been car-
ried to full term.

When confronted with the con-
flicting statements, police said
Gomez agreed to take a poly-
graph test. But Smith said before
Gomez could take the test a day
later, she disappeared.

Police found Gomez on July 19
at a friend’s house through a
Crimestoppers tip. She told offi-
cers where to locate the infant,
who was later found in a field
wrapped in carpet padding south
of Interstate 20.

Gomez said in a police state-
ment that she left her hours-old
son in the field on July 13 and
could hear the baby crying as she
walked away.

The infant died the same day he
was born. Police were then called
to check on a suspicious package
in a trash bin on July 13, where
they found bloody clothes.

|

THE APES rc 13
Starring Mark Wahiberg,
Directed by Tim Burton Sci-fi
adventure about astronauts who
land on a planet inhabited by
human-iike apes who rule the
planet with an iron fist.

LEGALLY BLONDE

PG13

Shrrlw“m W

clueless soromy princess enrolls
N Harvard where she leams
blondes can have brains.

Comedy.

ants accepted it, said Brownell’s
wife, Miriam, who is the compa-
ny’s chief operating officer.

“A lot of people just want to do
the right thing,” Miriam
Brownell, 64, said.

With an annual budget of $1.3
million, WeTip’s rewards are rel
atively modest, ranging up to
$1,000 for help in solving murder
cases. The reward money comes
from donations from businesses
and other sponsors.

In many crimes, other interest-
ed parties supplement WeTip’s
standard rewards. Washington
Mutual Bank, for instance, is
offering a $10,000 reward for tips
leading to the arrest of a suspect
in 10 Southern California bank
robberies.

Since the industry began
using WeTip’s service in 1990,
most bankers have been happy
with the results, according to the
California Bankers Association.

“It's been very valuable,” said
Annissa Yates, a vice president
for the industry trade group.
“One of the things that our- mem-
bers seem to like the best about
WeTip is the way that it gets the
whole community involved in
helping to solve a (criminal)
case.”

Most of WeTip’s information is
supplied through its telephone
hot lines, which are staffed by 14
operators at peak periods. On a
typical day, about 50 to 100 calls
come in about various cases,
Miriam said. The company’s 5
year-old Web site also generates
tips.

Every caller on the hot line
receives an identifying number
and the tipsters that want reward
money also are assigned a fic-
tional name consisting of three
words.
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) Your
2/ Birthday

Saturday, Aug. 4, 2001

Owing to an unusual chain of
events that'll occur in the year
ahead, two old endeavors which
have been going no place can be
rejuvenated and turned into profit
makm(g enterprises.

(July 23-Aug. 22) —
Don’t take a back seat today and
leave the management of a ven-
ture entirely up to others. Be an
active participator at all times. You
can contribute a lot. Trying to
patch up a broken romance?

The Astro-Graph Matchmak-
er can help you understand
what to do to make the rela-
tionship work. Mail $2.75 to
Matchmaker, c/o this newspa-
ﬁ]j P.O. Box 1758, Murray

Station, New York, NY
10156.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
— As of today, a situation that has
had a restrictive effect upon you
should start to diminish consider-
ably. It will help to elevate some-
thing that’s been lumbering in the
dumps.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) —
[t's important today that you
remain duty conscious, because
matters you deal with in a practi-
cal, responsible fashion have a
more than average chance for

great success at this time.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)

— A significant, but difficult objec-
tive that pertains to your status
and material well being can be
achieved today if you make it a pri-
ority issue. Be decisive.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-
Dec. 21) — This is an excellent
day to make some revisions con-
cerning your blueprint for the
future. You'll recognize the

graph

unworkable and replace them

with new wisdom you've gained

from expenence.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.

19) — Even though a matter
about which you were once hope-
ful hasn’t given you much to cheer
about, it should not be relin-
quished today. Changes are in the
offing that will make you smile.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
19) — It shouldn’t be necessary
for you to alter a past decision
about which you've felt dubious,
because, upon review today, it
looks like it's going to resolve
itself the way you antici :
PISCES (Feb. 20- ch 20)
— Provided you rely upon past
endeavors for guidance and expe-
rience today, a new project about
which you've been doubtful can be
successfully launched. It’l]l fly bet-
ter than you thought.

AR.IEg (March 21-April 19)
— Due in part to finding a com-
mon ground from which you can
both operate, a permanent and
mutually beneficial friendship can
be established today with some-
one you've previously ignored.

TAURUéJ (April 20-May 20)
— As a result of a major turn
around you've recently imple-
mented, beginning today a change
might be in the offing that could
have a favorable effect, not only on
you, but your entire family.

GEMINI (May 21 June 20) —
The foundation for an alliance may
result from a mutual need today,
but the end results from entering
into this partnership arrangement
could have far-reaclg'mg, beneficial
effects.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
— You're in a short cycle today
and tomorrow of being especi {'

lucky with your undertakings.
behooves you to secure positive

measures that could provide you
with more material security.
Copyright 2001, Newspaper
_Enterprise Assn.

‘Rush Hour 2° opens today in theatres

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Chris Tucker was in no rush to
do another movie after 1998’s
“Rush Hour.”

It took three years for Tucker
to finally say “yes” to a sequel.

He’s glad he waited. He says
many actors rush into their

next project because they’re
afraid their career will disap-
pear.

Tucker says he believes his

career is just now starting.

Once again directed by Brett
Ratner, “Rush Hour 2,” also star-

ring Jackie Chan, opens today.

“Happy
Birthday

Skinny
Penguin
Jimmy
Nix.”

| TRAK FREE DAYS
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