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191 study: Cities must work together

Cooperation between Midland and Odessa critical for development projects

By Kathleen Petty
Staff Writer

A system of backage roads that allows
for easier access and multifaceted con-
struction that’s concentrated in a few
nodes of development are among the
futare visions for the Highway 191
corridor.

Ideas for development over the next 25
years, as well as transportation and zon-
ing initiatives the cities of Midland and
Odessa could consider, were presented

Thursday as part of a final town hall
meeting on the State Highway 191 Corri-
dor and Access Plan.

“We're suggesting the cities work
together on some of the industrial areas,”
said Craig Farmer, a senior planner with
Freese and Nichols, which led the study.
“The reality is, as a region they compete
favorably with the entire state and maybe
the nation.”

Tim Dolan, executive director of the

Midland-Odessa Transportation Organiza-

tion (MOTOR Metropolitan Planning

Organization), said the report presented
Thursday was the culmination of about a

year of work. It’s meant to provide a com-

prehensive planning tool for decades to
come and was commissioned by MOTOR
MPO’s policy board.

“A metropolitan transportation plan is a
long-range plan,” he said.

So far, Midland and Odessa have done
a good job of developing either end of
Highway 191, Farmer said. However, he
said there is need for some controls .
between the two cities.

Some areas lack of curbs. In other parts
of the corridor, the absence of roads has
led to vehicles driving across medians or
on the shoulder of the one-way access
road along Highway 191.

As part of the corridor plan. 1t was rec-
ommended the cities look to establish
evenly spaced driveways along the access

road, as well as uniformity in driveways,

curbs and other additions.
Studies show accidents increase when

Please see STUDY/S5A

Crude Fest kicks off

All the details

Where: 5209 South
County Road 1270

When: Today and Satur-
day. Gates open at 9 a.m.
Music starts at 1:15 p.m.
today and 2 p.m. Saturday.

Featured this weekend:
Randy Rogers Band, Casey
Donahew Band, Roger
Creager, Larry Joe Taylor,
Bart Crow, Johnny Cooper,
Rich O'Toole, Bleu Edmond-
son, Kyle Park, Mark McKin-
ney, Jonathan Tyler & The
Northern Lights, No Justice,
Tejas Brothers, Cody John-
son Band, Kyle Bennett,
Adam Hood, Buckshot
Bradley and Curtis Grimes.

Ticket prices: Tickets are
$45 three-day pass; $40
two-day-pass (today and
Saturday): And $33 Satur-
day only. All sales are final.
No refunds.

Note: In addition to the
music, the event hosts the
TanMar Championship Cook

Off. Fest.

ABOVE: Nathan Jackson plays a game of washers with a group of friends Thursday during Crude

Photos by Cindeka Nealy/Repoter-Telegram

TOP: Brandon Rhyder Band guitar glayer Matt Powell plays during a mic check Thursday before
r

the band’s performance during the Crude Fest 2012 music festival.

— —_—

United Way
to track
community
progress with
assessment

By Kathleen Petty
Staff Writer

Although data shows Midland is well-
above the state average in economic sta-
bility and jobs. it falls below what's typ1-
cal in education achievement and m
access to primary health care. among
other things.

Those are some of the outcomes dis-
covered through an opportunity assess-
ment conducted for the United Way of
Midland by the Austin-based Center tor
Public Policy Pnonties. Don Baylor Jr.
senior policy analyst. gave presentations
to nonprofit leaders and the United Way
board Thursday about the assessment.

He said his organization studied 58
primary indicators 1n categones includ-
ing pnmary and secondary education.
health care. economic indicators and
credit and debt levels. Focus groups also
took place with nonprofits and communi-
ty members about needs they se¢ in Mid-
land that might not easily be represented
through data.

Affordable housing, for example. 15
difficult to quantity through the data
points the policy center use, Baylor said.
but 1t clearly 1s an 1ssue 1in Midland and
has a ripple affect on education and other
areas.

“A lack of income-appropnate housing
1s something we heard everywhere we
went,” he said.

Alice Freidhine. United Way s director
of Community Impact. said the board °
and staft will take the data and identity
specific issues the organization wants
addressed through programs or initiatives
in the nonprofit community. With the
data presented Thursday. the United Way
then have a baseline tfrom which to com-

pare future numbers and determine

whether progress has been made.

“Our intent this time by going through
this assessment is to have some things
we can track on an annual basis.” Freid-
line said.

Baylor said the center’s research shows
limited access to state-administered pro-
grams 1s an issue. The renewal rate for
the Children’s Health Insurance Program
in Midland County is about 48 percent.

Please see PROGRESS/4A

ENERGY PRICES
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WTI Futures $92.56 v $0.25
WTi Posted $80.25 — $0.00
WTS Posted $80.55 — $0.00
Natural Gas $2.504 v $0.024
Gasoline $3.660 ¥ $0.022
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Sen. Jeff Wentworth, R-San Antonio,
he was filing a libel and slander lawsuit against his opponent Elizabeth Ames Jones on

speaks during a news conference where he announced
Thursday in San Antonio. A recent radio ad from the Jones campaign suggests Wentworth

;:egally double-bills the state and his campaign for the same travel expenses, a potential
lony

Libel lawsuit latest in

nasty Senate campaign

Wentworth said is legal and a common
practice by state lawmakers.

“If you are honest, you reimburse your
account. That’s what I've been doing for
20 years,” Wentworth said.

Wentworth said he filed the libel lawsuit
because, as a former member of the Texas
House of Representatives, Ames Jones
would have known his actions were legal
and that the radio ad 1s false. Ames Jones
served in the House from 2001-2005
before she was appointed by Gov. Rick
Perry to the Texas Railroad Commission.

Early voting for the May 29 primary
election began Monday.

Wentworth wants Ames Jones to stop
running the ad and apologize.

State lawmakers are sensitive to the
“double-dipping” charge after Rep. Joe
Drniver, R-Garland, pleaded guilty last
year to using tens of thousands of taxpay-
er dollars to reimburse himself for travel
expenses that his campaign had already
funded. Driver could have faced up to 10
years in prison for third-degree felony
abuse of official capacity, but received
five years’ probation instead.

The Republican campaign for Senate
District 25, which stretches from San
Antonio to South Austin, has been one of
the most contentious of the primary
election.

Wentworth, an attorney and 19-year
Senate veteran, has been targeted by Tex-
ans for Lawsuit Reform — one of the
state’s most powerful conservative lob-
bies, which has spent tens of thousands of
dollars supporting Ames Jones. Physician
Donna Campbell also is running for the
GOP nomination.

Associated Press

AUSTIN — A bitter Republican fight
for a Texas Senate seat took a new legal
turn Thursday when incumbent Sen. Jeff
Wentworth filed a libel lawsuit against
opponent Elizabeth Ames Jones.

A recent radio ad from the Ames Jones
campaign suggests Wentworth illegally
double-bills the state and his campaign
for the same travel expenses, which is a
potential felony.

Wentworth denies the allegation and
said he has records dating back several
years that back him up. Wentworth filed
his lawsuit in San Antonio.

“It’s one thing to engage in the sort of
standard misrepresentation and distortion
of facts.,” Wentworth said. “But to accuse
your opponent of committing a crime
goes way across the line. I'm not going to
put up with that.”

The Ames Jones campaign stood
behind the ad, saying state and campaign
expense records show a pattern of Went-
worth billing the state and his campaign
for hundreds of travel expenses, including
gasoline and airfare.

“Sen. Wentworth needs to explain each
of those discrepancies to taxpayers.”
Ames Jones said in a statement.

Wentworth said he can and has the can-
celled checks to prove it.

When traveling on state business, Went-
worth said he uses a personal credit card
for expenses and pays the bill using cam-
paign money. He then bills the state,
which sends the money to his personal
account. From there, the money is used to
reimburse his campaign account, which

White powder case costs millions

$100.000 to $150,000.
officials stressed that each
incident diverts police, fire
personnel and other valu-
able resources from gen-
uine emergencies, Increas-
ing the urgency of finding
the perpetrator.

“We're certainly hopeful
that someone will do the
right thing and come for-
ward, even if it’s just to

allow these first respon-
ders to do what they re

supposed to do,” said
Amanda McMurrey, a

pect sent out another batch
of letters, some targeting
schools. However, McMur-
rey said two suspicious let-
ters reported Thursday 1n
the Dallas area, including
one at the federal court
house, weren’t connected
to the case.

According to the FBI,
the computer-generated
letters can be linked
through similar phrases,
including repeated refer-
ences to subjects such as

al-Qaida and the Nazi SS,

Assoctated Press

DALLAS — Federal
authorities are tracking
what they call the most
prolific mailer of white
powder in U.S. history
with an eye toward solving
a case that has tied up first
responders and cost tax-
payers millions of
dollars.

Officials with the FBI
and the U.S. Postal Inspec-
tion Service believe the
same person has sent near-

ly 400 letters containing spokeswoman for the U.S.  apparently for shock value.
noatoxic white powder . Postal Inspection However, the author has
across the U.S. and abroad  Service. taken steps to hide his
from Texas. Authorities increased the identity, including avoid-

A day after upping the reward in the ongoing ing leaving fingerprints,
reward in the case from investigation after the sus-  the FBI said.
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< LUBBOCK
More Texas land

out of worst
drought stage

Recent rainfall across

| much of West Texas has

diminished to less than 2
percent the area of the
state in the worst droughit
stage.

Records show that
hasn’t happened since
March 2011.

The U.S. Drought Moni-
tor map released Thursday
shows 1.4 percent of the
state in exceptional
drought. The map from
March 29, 2011, had none
in the worst stage. The
dryness in West Texas has

| lingered longer than other

areas.
National Weather Serv-
ice meteorologist Victor
Murphy said the improve-
ment stems from most of
the state’s major cities so
far this year getting more
rain than in all of 2011.
Last year was the driest
on record for Texas, com- .
pounded by blistering tem-
peratures and windy condi-
tions. The drought cost
record agniculture losses —
an estimated $7.6 billion.

LUBBOCK

Woman collides with
bus carrying Iowa
track team

Lubbock police say a
woman has died after
crashing her car into a bus
carrying the lowa Western
Community College track
team.

Twenty-one-year-old
Emily Leatherwood, of
Brownfield, was
nounced dead Wednesday.

Lubbock Police Captain
Roy Bassett told KCBD
that the track team’s bus
was stopped at a railroad
crossing. Police said
Leatherwood failed to con-
tro! her car’s speed and
collided with the back of
the bus.

lowa Western squad was
in town to compete in the
National Jumior College
Athletic Association out-
door meet.

Two of the bus’s 11
occupants sustained minor
injuries that did not
require medical attention.

HOUSTON

Rapper charged with
killing another

Houston police say a 19-
year-old rapper charged
with killing another earlier
this month is in custody.

A Houston police state-
ment Thursday said Jordan
Q. Wilson was arrested
Tuesday in Corpus Christi
after a traffic stop and will
be returned to Houston.
Court records didn’t list an
attorney.

Police said he was want-
ed in the May 4 death of
20-year-old Toyurean
Young. Witnesses said
Wilson approached Young
in the parking lot of a fast
food restaurant and the
two began fighting, Wilson
then took out a gun and
shot Young before fleeing.

Court documents indi-
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cate Wilson and Young
were in a gl‘w
together before Wilson
went ot on his own. A
witness told police Wilson
grew increasingly jealous
as Young’s success grew.

MCALLEN

Former guard
indicted on federal

bribery charge

A South Texas man has
been arrested on a federal

bribery charge for smug-
gling a cell phone into a
detention center where he
worked as a guard.

Federal prosecutors
announced that an indict-
ment was unsealed against
21-year-old Jorge Luis
Sandoval on Thursday
after his arrest. Sandoval
had worked at the East
Hidalgo Detention Center
in La Villa, which houses
federal detainees for the
U.S. Marshals Service. It
was not immediately
known if Sandoval had
retained an attorney.

The indictment alleges
that in early 2010, San-
doval demanded and
accepted a cash payment
to smuggle the phone from
an individual on behalf of
an inmate.

Sandoval was scheduled
to be arraigned today in
McAllen.

HOUSTON
Gas prices fall by
nickel this week
across Texas

Retail gasoline prices
across Texas continue their
slide by declining by a
nickel a gallon this week.

AAA Texas on Thursday
reported the average price
statewide has slipped to
$3.56 per gallon.

Gas prices nationally
also continue to slide,
down 2 cents this week to
settle at $3.72 per gallon.

The association survey
finds that Amarillo has the
least expensive gasoline in
Texas, at $3.43 per gallon.
El Paso has the most
expensive gasoline, going
for $3.69 per gallon.

AAA said declining
crude oil prices and
renewed global economic
concerns have sent retail
gasoline prices down in
the past month.

NEW MEXICO

Police shoot suspect
in alleyway

CLOVIS — Authorities
say a suspect is in critical
condition after a Clovis
police officer shot the sus-
pect fleeing from a scene.

State officials said Paul
Villanueva was shot once
Wednesday in an alleyway
and was transported to the
Plains Regional Medical
Center in Clovis. The 23-
year-old Clovis resident is
recovering at a Texas
hospital.

The Clovis officer,
whose name was not
released, has been placed
on administrative leave
pendinga multi-agency
investigation into the
shooting.
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TIMPSON

4.3 magnitude
earthquake rattles

East Texas

A moderate earthquake
rattled an area in East
Texas near the Louisiana

border.

I B

=

Associated Press

LA PORTE — Barely a month

after the Titanic sank on its maid-

en voyage in the North Atlantic,
another vessel touted as the
world’s most powerful warship
slid down a giant ramp at a New-
port News, Va., shipyard and into
the water.

On Fniday, exactly
the day, the Battleship Texas
remains afloat — albeit barely —

100 years to

REGION &

ATE
attleshlp Texas still afloat century after mishap

S

PAGE 3A

Someone who joined the Navy at
16 in 1945 and was assigned to
the Texas now would be in his
80s. At its peak, the ship had a
crew of 1,800.

“At the end of the day this is a
hunk of steel, it’s a shared plece
of our heritage,” Smith said. “But
what really makes it alive is those
men who served aboard ... We've
lost all the World War I vets.
We’ve come across few guys in
the (later) war years but they’re

National Earthquake so unlike with the Titanic no . ; . :
rge Information Center geo- remote-controlled camera or deep- passing. We're losing that direct
S physicist Amy Vaughan sea underwater vehicle will be :::gn_ect_mn between its active life
federal said the quake happened at | needed to wander its decks. l ltlngsacme life.

—— 3:12 am. Thursday and had | “It is amazing when you think ek Battleship Texas was
Tk a magmtudc of 4.3. It was about it.” said Aﬂd}‘ Smith. man- ecommissioned and came under
s s centered near Timpson. ager of the Texas Parks and s it % care of the state. A berth at the
Shelby County sheriff’'s | Wildlife Department battleship Associated Press S;rnvizc:}"? ?anlegr 0““; ":"a’"‘
: t C ut of a swamp that emp-
OrS dispatcher Jacob Allen site cast of Houston. “From what .o Battleship Texas is berthed along the Houston Ship Channel in La Porte ties into the Houston Ighi r
S said the only m,ury report still exists, the bulk of the ship is P
indict thev'v di 1d still the same ” on Monday. Today marks the 100th anniversary of the day the ship entered Channel.
against ey ve received is an eld- ———— _ the water at the Newport News Shipbuilding construction site in Virginia. The Texas is the last of th
. erly woman who fell out Authorized in 1910, Battleship  Now part of the Texas state parks system and awaiting a restoration proj- ety fugapr ol
day of her bed and cut her arm. Texas got its name officially when  ect, it's the oldest surviving U.S. battleship and the only American battle- l:lper readnought class of battle-
Aol Allen said the quake it was launched May 18, 1912. ship to participate in World War | and World War II. ships, patterned after the British
Past caused broken windows Texas formally joined the Navy battleship that featured unprece-
Csiioi and fallen dishes, but no two years later when it was com- - dented speed and armaments at
S major damage has been :ms§10ned. o the target date for completion of granulated, controlled sand atop the turn of the 20th century.
r the reported. _ It's now the only remaining the project is 2017. the natural clay bed, then level it In World War I, the Texas
i It Vaughaq szyd the quake U.S. battleship to survive World T!'ne storm surge from Hurricane  out and drain the berth so the ship SCF’*’?C’ as U.S. flagship in the
y was felt within 75 miles of | Wars I and II and the oldest of the  Ike in 2008 lifted the ship and rests on the sand. British Grand Fleet. In 1940, it
Eai its epicenter. She also said | eight existing and obsolete bat- allowed silt to fill its slip. When “The point is to put her in a was named flagship of the U.S.
: the same area was the site | tlewagons. ~ the water went down, the ship condition where you stabilize her  Atlantic Fleet and participated in
lleges of a 3.9 magnitude quake Texas voters some five years then rested on the bed olf new silt. and quit the deterioration of her D-Day n 1944 It experienced
Sarn. on May 10. ago approved a bond package that That muddy quicksand-like mate-  being in a brackish water environ- casualties when hit by German
d . included money to save the deteri-  rial actually has helped ease some  ment and you can make repairs in  artillery off France, then provided
ment HOUSTON orating ship and ensure its long- of the flooding that requires your time frame,” Smith said: support for World War II battles at
oo Fanen Sextuplets term future along the Houston removal of about a ton of water He hopes to be able to find out Iwo Jima and Okinawa in the
half of . Ship Channel across one of the each day by pumps, down from early next month if the plan, Pacific, using its main battery of
lmproving, 3 worldls lmgist pfu'ocgem;cal tht}'rgmellons befg:j: the hur_l;ljcande. l;:gwn a; a dry benh..l:vill fit the 10 14-inch guns to fire 1.500-
- complexes. Work on developing ¢ plan now being considere get. A project on this scale und shells up to 12 miles.
;;dil:]led breatlnng On Own that plan is ongoing, and officials would construct a berm around the  never has been tried. pOAbout 100,0%() VISItors a year
A hospital official says hope to settle on a design that will  ship and include a cofferdam to A birthday celebration was visit the Texas, including more
three of the premature sex- | accommodate a $29 million budg-  1solate it from the channel. Work-  planned for Saturday at the ship than 4,000 who participate in a
| tuplets born last month in et. Construction bidding is antici- ers would get uqder the ship and with invitations sent to as many as program where they sleep
1l by :}-l:ut;;?rnoT: are breathing | pated within a couple of years and dredge out the silt, replace it with 500 crewmen believed still alive. overnight aboard the ship.
eek ’ Chn(s:tl?lr l?lrrunt«:m with
exas Children’s Pavilion A l b d f l o - . .
s for women sad sy | ATTNY geNerals probed for cartel ties | Fired officer’s acquittal sparks protest
rices _ g}gtaﬂ:j 51::{1 t:%?ien 5 ¢ 5 r | | | Associated Press attorney Dick DeGuerin
ue their  suren [E:Erkinsg.of Associated Press to discuss the case. told The Associated Press told the Houston Chronicle
y a Pearland. 7 Soldiers detained the Thursday he hasn’t been HOUSTON — More that jurors told him no sin-
week earland, on April MEXICO CITY — A officers on Tuesday. given access to court files than 200 people marched gle element of the case
hursday ?}f""eb.fﬁd “‘g’e girls 3“‘:' federal judge in Mexico President Felipe or allowed to talk to his in front of the Harris decided their verdict. He
 price ree boys. brunton sai has ordered two army gen- Calderon named Angeles chent. He said the general County criminal court- said at least two jurors said
d to some of the babies, born erals placed under a form Dauahare as assistant told his wife he is being house to protest the acquit-  they believed Blomberg
about 10 weeks premature, | of house arrest pending an  defense secretary in 2006. accused of taking money tal of a fired Houston did not stomp 15-year-old
ally could go home by mid- investigation for possible He left the post in 2008, from associates of Edgar police officer in the Chad Holley’s head as
je. June if they continue to do | Jinks to the Beltran Leyva  when he retired. He is the Valdez Villareal, who was alleged beating of a prosecutors alleged.
T well in intensive care. drug cartel, authorities said highest ranking military the top hit man for Arturo | teenage burglary suspect. Houston black commu-
allon. Thursday. official to be linked to Beltran Leyva. who was ' The protesters alleged nity activists appealed fo
urvey SAN A{“TONIO The Attorney General’s drug traffickers during the killed in 2009. Valdez Vil- racism was behind the protesters to vote and
has the Street racing blamed | Office said in a statement  current administration. lareal was arrested in 2010. | Wednesday acquittal of answer calls to serve on
line 1n for death that the generals will Dawe Gonzalez is cur- Ortega said the general Andrew Blomberg by an junes. The crowd chanted
gallon. remain under arrest at least rently ass!gned to a mh- supports himself with army | all-white jury. “No more all-white juries”
1 San Antonio pOHCC say 40) days while prosecutors tary base mlthe western penﬁinn and owns a house However. BI{“!*I"I’Iht,‘I'g‘H as’ 1t marched.
going street racing has led to the strengthen their case. state of Colima. 1 and an apartment. He said
i death of a driver whose The inveﬂiga[iou againsl AﬂgCIES Dauahare S the general‘ﬁ wite also _\Ww \'i : 1'"....?'1 LA .
ng truck went off a road. fell retired Gen. Tomas Ange_ lﬂ“'yc'r. AIEJandm Ortega. owns a house she inherted. ) 5_,--..- % . A TF
more than 40 feet and | les Dauahare and Gen. Fnln Y &
NOMIC crashed into a creek. Roberto Dawe Gonzalez is
retail The name of the man | based on a case from 2009
nin who died was not released | that includes “the testimo- SATUHDAY
Thursday. Police are look- | ny of several people on tri- .
0 et Wesondoe™ | e ot e s Did You Know?
ek An official at the Att S Ay |
SM mgs Rl . O ' ” > _ il | Each summer, The Salvation Army gives |

gt. Mark Hubbard said ncy General’s Office SaYs A children from impoverished families a chance
y the two ‘f’ChIClCS apparenlly genera!s pmtﬁcted mem- to make new friends, swim, ride horses and
orities Sase Sackay whea Siey cok- | Sem-of e Relan Loy e exciting, loving and spiritual atmosphere
ritical lost trol T!:'Iﬂl Uphrl"}\'ﬂ'f glroup'j‘e S'c I sdru I'I” " -] of Camp Hoblitzelle, a beautiful 1,000+ acre
Wis qma:ﬁ:d ’ gh :t;)[::;]gee :il::cge Mni::jn thfy(-:r?de . ranch in Midlothian, Texas

. ' throu | - ’ F Last year 37 children from Midlan
::;_:]; guﬂldlal] and tlll:nb_kd Into ed an alllance He Spf)kf‘! on DOI NG fltlc:deiifcamp htn.l'-:u‘ar: ll'!f }::urigliwrfmu
{ Paul the creek. The victim was | condition Gf annnwmty TH E MOST :I'ui l?;trn mnrf ahnu_t The H-ﬂ.}\'ﬂllnﬂ Army and
- once dead at the scene. because he is not allowed ; .f?..,;.}';’t’iﬁ? it h;'iiiil.fn'lff?if :th;:diﬂ
|¢yway . GOOD 683-3614 or stop by at 300 South Baird Street.
to the e ’ r--,--nv---—-1
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—— — By Audrie Palmer When hospital staff realized there He said it’s very likely the nurs-  usually doesn’t secure housing for S

Things to do Staff Writer potentially could be nowhere for es will have to room together until  recruits but did it this time more driv
_ _ * the nurses to live, they began to they are able to find their own because of the circumstances. Farmer s:
8 Crude Fest 2012 — Texas Midland Memonial Hospital look at options apartments. The deposit put on the “We're hoping that this solves businesse

m,mm staff never before had this prob- One of those options, which apartmenls is refundable if the the problem and that we can CTOSs-acc

it lem. Last year, housing wasn’t the  gince has been placed on the hospital doesn’t end up leasing the  secure enough apartments. We're
@ Collaboration 2012: The 46th | 1Ssue it is now when they recruited  “pack burner,” was to build tem- space. The nurses will pay back going down a good track right

Wmm.hn F;;iy at lllrc:g:']at:nms in the Versant Nursing f porary housing at the West Cam- the hospital and will have the now,” he said.

Elegante, Odessa. For reserva- o » | _ pus faci At its April 25 meet-  lease transferred to their names After talking with local devel-

' f:mm;fmﬁ We are in unusual times, which  jno the B%dland County Hospital = when they move in. opers, he said he believes the
B Colebration of the Arts af M. | D25 caused us to be proactive in District board approved a Edmondson said one of the rea-  housing and nt community

land Center, Centennial Plaza and our approach because of our econ- $300,000 budget to allow develop- ~ sons for not pursuing the tempo- will begin to correct itself in the

. the Yucca Theatre omy, said Cory Edmondson,-vice . ment to rary housing project is to preserve  next year to 18 months.
@ Comedy night at the Velvet president of support services. But staff have looked at other the capital dollars involved in such  “There’s no need for us to invest

g:’?"_“m Hotel, 3100W.Wall | “We're not in the housing busi- - ontions and decided to seek apart-  an undertaking. in something permanent even
B Lary's Best Friend” 8 pm ness, but we don’t wanttotuma  mengs instead. As of Monday, the “We’ve had decent luck (in though the housing at West Cam-

Mabee Theatre Il. Cole Theatre, blind eye. hospital secured at least four apart- securing apartments) and thought  pus was to be temporary,” he said.

2000 W. Wadley Ave. Tickets are $18 Approximately 15 new !‘“"5"?' ments that will be available when = we might be able to solve our

adults and $12 for ages 18 and many from out of state, will arrive  the purses arrive and has been put problems doing that,” he said. Audrie Palmer can be reached

younger. For reservations call 570-
4111,

@ “Lion in Winter,"8 p.m., Permi-
an Playhouse, 310 W. 42nd St.,
Odessa. Tickets: $12 for adults, $10
for seniors and students, $7 for ages
12 and under at the door or online at
permianplayhouse.com.

Community calendar

B Teen Challenge’s annual pan-
cake jamboree is 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat-
urday at 6901 S. County Road 1200
(at the southernmost end of Cotton
Flat Road). The event is free,
although donations will be accepted.

The event will include a softball
and volieyball tournaments, jumpers
for the kids, live music, a monster
truck show, a classic car show, fire
trucks and face painting.

B Midland Memorial Hospital is
hosting its annual stroke walk 9 a.m.-
;;:ﬁm. Saturday at Wadley-Barron

There is no registration fee. For
more information, call 685-1541.

B The Opportunity Club from
Midiand High School will host a silent
auction from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Satur-
day in the school’s Bulldog Room.

More than 75 items including food
coupons, art, purses and salon serv-
ices were donated for auction.

Money raised will go into the
Opportunity Club's general budget
and be used for running the school's
Dawg House spirit store, supporting
Life Skills Prom and Senior Fun Day,
said club sponsor Steve Darst.

B Texas Comptroller Susan
Combs will be speaking 3 to 4 p.m.
Monday in Meeting Room 2 in the
lower level of Midland Center. She
will discuss the facts, figures and
trends fueling the state’s economy.
The presentation is free to the public

@ The annual Todd Edwards Sun-
shine Golf Classic is 8 am.-7 pm.
Saturday at Hogan Park.

The event benefits an endowment
fund and the Texas lota Chapter of
Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity at Texas
Tech University and memorializes
Tech student Todd Edwards, who
died three years ago in an auto acci-
dent. Entry fee is $75 a person for
four-person teams

For more information, call
634-1716.

Early voting

Voters Thursday 510: (Christ
Church 35, Cogdell Learning Center
20, Elections Office 415, Midland
College 9, Manor Park 31)

Voters through Thursday: 2,058
(Republican primary voters 1,963,
Democratic primary voters 95)

Polling Places
Christ Church. 5501 N. Midkiff
Road
- Cogdell Learning Center, 211 W
Flonida Ave
Manor Park. 5212 Sinclair Ave
. Midiand College, 3600 N. Garfield
|
Voting hours today 8am. to5pm

Midiand County Elections Office.
2110 N."A" St

Voting hours today:8am.toS5pm

For more information, visit
www.Cco midiand tx us/elections

Glsprleo.

chnq:mtps in Midiand: $3.60
(Murphy USA, Belmont/Longview.

(Fina. Business 20/SCR 125?]
Most common prices: $3 62,
$3.69
Cheapest gas in West Texas:
Lubbock $3.20, Abilene $3.33, San
Angelo $3.36. Odessa $3.57. Mid-
land $3.60)

Mid-Od Texas
Thursday $3660  $3.537
Last week $3.694 $3.544
Last month $3.820 $3.797
Lastyear $3883 $3.820

in June to begin the program.

on waiting lists for dther units.

Edmondson said the hospital

at apalmer@mrt.com.

idents with proper foot care.

TOOTSIES GET TENDER CARF

Michelle Adams, RN, works on one patient’s feet as others soak in
at Casa de Amigos. Members of St. Joseph’'s Home Health were at Casa to help area res- |

Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram

soapy water Thursday

By Meredith Moriak
Staff Writer

After a few minor setbacks, members
of the Permian Basin Suicide Prevention
Coalition plan on using the summer to
regroup, educate themselves and plan
communitywide events for the fall.

During Thursday’s meeting, President
Christian Nichles spoke to the 18 atten-

. dees about establishing a solid foundation

for the group so they can move forward
and promote mental health throughout the
Permian Basin.

“This coalition began under fire with a
lot of people who are passionate about
doing something in the community to
address this problem.” Nichles said, refer-
ring to the more than 50 people who
attended the first few meetings. “l want to
make sure we don’t lose that passion
because 1n the big scope of things, the
health of our community helps us all.”

Nichles said the coalition needs to work
to bring in people from different areas of
the community.

Coalition members agreed they want to
spend the summer receiving educational
training so all members understand the
organization’s role and the mental health
1ssues they are dealing with.

The coalition is working to provide

PROGRESS
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while statewide it’s more than 63 percent.
Out of 18 kindergarten through grade
12 education data points-studied, Midland
was above the state average on only five.
The assessment looked at TAKS scores,

Source: TexasGasPrices.com |

Water worries

Based on limits set by the Col-
orado River Municipal Water District
and the amount the city can take
from the Paul Davis water fields, city
officials expect water delivery o be
imited to 18.5 million gallons. Using

more than that figure consistently
comﬂdmsuﬂmmecnyhdhngmm

w s total: 13,444 000
gallons

Previous three Wednesdays

May 9: 13,065,000 galions

May 2: 14,588,000 gallons

April 25: 14,314,000 gallons

i’s your birthday

Awbrey Lezae Ochoa, of Mid-
land, turns 11 today. '
Christie Davis, of Midland, turns

18 today
Lottery

Pick 3 day: 1-7-0

Pick 3 night: 9-8-8
'Daily 4 day: 9-9-18

Daily 4 night: 8-8-4-4
Cash Five: 11-16-30-32-35

Today in history

On this date

in 1896, the Supreme Court, in
Plessy v. Ferguson, endorsed “sepa-
rate but equal” racial segregation, a

concept renounced 58 years later in

Brown v. Board of Education of
Topeka. ;

Texas Two Step: 7-13-15-17 BB: 11 1

dropout rates, success rates of economi-
cally disadvantaged students and

. SAT/ACT participation.

On the positive side, Baylor said Mid-
land has a great system in place for con-
necting students at Midland Independent
School District with Midland College. Its
rate of graduating students who attend a
two-year school also is above the state
average. About 45 percent of students
enroll in a two-year institution, compared
with 35 percent statewide.

In looking at goals, Baylor said one of
the organization’s key recommendations
includes establishing a program that
would allow students who don’t intend to

Suicide Prevention Coalition
‘will use summer to learn, plan

Mental Health First Aid or QPR (ques-
tion, persude, refer) training programs to
its members and the public.

The group, which began meeting in
January, is continugiig to establish its
501(c)3 status, recently received its tax
exempt number and will establish a bank
account at Securi k. The coalition 1s
working in commiee® to talk about
future fundraisers and events.

Coalition members expressed a desire
to host a public event and bring to the
Permian Basin a prominent figure who
has dealt with suicide or depression and
who can speak about how they’ve over-
come it.

Also at Thursday’s meeting, the coali-
tion elected Tom Schmidt as the new vice
president after Nichles was promoted to
president when Charisse Rook resigned
from the coalition because of a job
change.

Schmudt, who is pastor at the Unitanan
Umiversalist Church of Midland, said he
believes serving the committee would be
a positive way to serve the community.

The coalition’s next meeting is 6:30
p.m. June 14 at the Region 18 Education
Service Center.

Meredith Moriak can be reached at
mmoriak@mrt.com.

could afford to stay in one place and,
therefore, keep their kids in the same
schools. A bond program has been used
in Austin and San Antonio to address the
need for long-term affordable housing and
could be something that helps Midland,
Baylor said.

Other recommendations included
encouraging tax time savings through the
VITA program; encouraging work-based
savings, which could be done through a
match-type program; and working to
establish a “Healthy Midland™ initiative. .

Because so many people in Midland are
working, Baylor said now is the time to
look at financial programs that coulid
encourage and promote savings so those
families have a base on which to rely later.

The report discussed Thursday will be
available on the United Way of Midland’s
website and 1s meant to provide insight to
other organizations, as well as to the
United Way, Baylor said.

»

tion at the hands of other prisoners
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‘Man gets 8 yéars
for indecency with

a child conviction

From staff reports .

A 47-year-old Odessa
man was sentenced to
eight years in prison
Thursday after he was
found guilty of exposing
and touching himself in
front of Midland children.

Edward Fernandez
Medrano was sentenced
late Thursday on four
charges of indecency with a
child by exposure after a
Midland County jury found
him guilty Wednesday.

The incidents took place
on two separate occasions
in 2008.

The first incident
occurred on June 13 and
involved three children,
ages 8, 9 and 15. Officials
said the children were
walking through the park-
ing lot of the “Way Out
West™ restaurant on
Andrews Highway after
returning from playing at
Cowden Park.

The second incident
happened on Nov. 21
when Medrano exposed

| himself to a 15-year-old

girl at a convenience store
at Front and Garfield
streets. Officials said
Medrano followed the vic-
tim as she walked home

from school.

Midland police arrested
Medrano in March 2009
while he was sitting in his
pickup at the same loca-
tion as the November
incident. -

The children identified
the defendant after he was
caught and when they tes-
tified against him at trial,
according to a press
release.

Medrano was given
three-year sentences for
two of the charges and
two-year sentences for the
other two charges.

Senior Judge Robert
Moore, of Big Spring,
ordered the sentences to
run consecutively for three
charges. The fourth charge
was probated, and Medra-
no will be on probation for
10 years after his release
from prison. |

He also is required to
complete a sex offender
treatment program and
other requirements of
community supervision.

The case was prosecuted
by Midland County district
attorneys Tim Flathers and
Jane Belazi. Medrano was
represented by Odessa
attorney Michael
McLeaish.

By Audrie Palmer
Staff Writer

Stroke is the fourth lead-
ing cause of death in the
United States and the sec-
ond leading cause in the
world, which is why staff
at Midland Memorial Hos-
pital want to educate indi-
viduals about warning
signs and nisk factors.

“We’re just trying to
raise awareness. There are

| many treatments we can do

but they’re based on time,”
said MMH stroke coordi-
nator Sherron Meeks. “The
sooner they recognize
they re having symptoms,
the better the outcome and
availability to treat.”

The hospital is hosting
its second annual Stroke

| Walk, 9am.to 11 am.

Saturday at Wadley-Barron
Park on A Street.

The event is free and
open to anyone who wants
to learn more about strokes.

Last year, more than 50
walkers participated in the
event. Signs listing symp-
toms and stroke effects
will be placed along the
walking path for partici-
pants to read.

Walkers can walk one
lap or as many as they wish
during the two-hour event.
Meeks said the hospital is

Midland Memorial
Hospital to host
“annual stroke walk

Want more info?

For more information
about the event, contact
Sherron Meeks at 685-
1111, ext. 7434,

manner. Only 10 percent of
the patient population do,
she said. The other 90 per-
cent take an aspirin and lay
down hoping to feel better.

“They absolutely need
to understand that tomor-
row is too late. They need
to at least be checked out.”
Meeks said.

“The best thing to hap-
pen is for us to tell you
you're not having a stroke
and for you to go home.”

Strokes are the No. |
cause for long-term dis-
abilities in adults in the
United States. Meeks said
that last year, $80 billion
was spent on wheelchairs
and therapy associated
with the disease.

While women are more
likely to die from a stroke
and men are more likely to
have one, officials said
strokes can happen to any-
one of any age.

That’s why Meeks
believes raising awareness
1S important to helping
people gain knowledge
about the disease.

enroll in higher education to learn a trade Freidline said they’ve typically conduct- | not raising money during “We just want people to
while still in public school. - ed needs assessments every five 1o seven the event, but individuals come out and learn about
Part of promoting student stability — years. The intent with this data-driven must register to walk. it. It’s a huge issue and we
which can be a factor in test scores and study was to allow the United Way to look | - She said staff just want  need to stop it in its
success rates — also could include tack-  at progress on a yearly basis rather than to get the word out that if  tracks,” she said.
ling the affordable housing issue, he said.  having to wait for the next assessment. someone IS experiencing
If affordable rental units could be con- i what they believe is a Audrie Palmer can be
structed through a general obligation Kathleen Petty can be reached at . stroke-like symptom, to go  reached at
| bond program backed by the city, families  kpetry@mrt.com. to the hospital in a timely apalmer@mrt.com.
Associated Press and prison staff. in every 10 reported at least one inci-
Ob , The rules havebeen under devel- dent of sexual victimization by
allna WASHINGTON — The Obama opment since Congress passed the prison staff or other inmates.
admuinistration ordered federal, state  Prison Rape Elimination Act in 2003 The regulations are immediately
adm,lmStratlon and local official§ Thursday t6 adopt  to fight rape and sexual victimization  binding on federal prisons. States
zero tolerance for prison rape as it in the nation’s prisons, jails and that don’t fall in line face a loss of 5
ordel‘s prlson issued mandatory screening, enforce-  halfway houses. The regulations percent of their Justice Department
ment and prevention regulations were announced only minutes after prison money unless their governor
ram reform designed to reduce the number of the Justice Department unveiled a certifies that the same amount of
inmates who suffer sexual victimiza- new survey of former state and local money is being used to bring the

state into compliance.
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more driveways are added on streets,
Farmer said, so they also want to see
businesses share driveways or create
Cross-access systems.

The city of Midland already has
annexed property on either side of
Highway 191. Farmer said they're rec-
ommending the city annex even far-
ther back.

If both cities cauld control about
1,800 feet on either side of Highway
191, Farmer said they could help imple-
ment plans for backage roads while also
passing zoning that would require cer-
tain setbacks for buildings, pump jacks
and other additions that could help the
aesthetics of the corridor.

The addition of backage roads
would be key to future development,
Farmer said. Under the current setup,
individuals have to go several hundred
feet on a one-way access road before
being able to turn around in some
instances. If a backage road system
were established behind those busi-
nesses, it would allow for easier
access and two-way traffic.

When 1t comes to housing and com-
mercial development, Farmer said typ-
ically it’s more successful when
concentrated.

The comdor study — which includ-

FRIDAY, MAY 18, 2012

\

ed input from government officials,
city planners and several professionals
— recommends one development area
be concentrated around the CEED
building at Highway 191 and Farm-to-
Market Road 1788.

Ideally, the area would include
office space, urban housing targeted at
singles and seniors and, farther back,
single-family homes. Down the center

of the proposed “village center,”
Farmer said planners picture a lane

that eventually could be used by the
bus system to connect individuals
from Midland to the CEED area and
then to Odessa.

A hike-bike lane or trail also would
be feasible in that development node,
he said.

“We looked at what types of build-
ings create long-term value,” he said,
explaining that varied development is
more beneficial in the long run.

Throughout several parts of the cor-
ridor, Farmer said a new thoroughfare
plan is needed to aid in the future
development of roads.

The city of Midland already is
working on an amended thoroughfare
plan that will incorporate the sugges-
tions made through the 191 corridor
study, said Cameron Walker, planning
division manager.

Walker said some of the changes are

W

significant because they would require
land owners to give up additional
property for the creation of backage
roads. But, he said, so far most prop-
erty owners have been receptive to the
idea of a two-way backage road.

“They see the value of it,” he said,
adding the city council could consider
the plan by late June.

Robin Donnelly, county commis-
sioner and vice chairman of the
MOTOR MPO, said a new thorough-
fare plan also would help the county
in that it would give them a way to
encourage certain development. The
county doesn’t have any specific zon-
ing controls, he said.

“What can we do as a county to
promote this development?” Donnelly
said.

Farmer said it could take decades
for the plan to come to fruition. How-
ever, he said, having a plan and blue-

~ print for where to go is helpful in

spurring along specific types of
development.

A final corridor plan is expected to
be complete in June, Farmer said. It
will incorporate any feedback received
at Thursday’s meeting.

Kathleen Petty can be reached at
kpetty@mrt.com.

| CoI?rado wildfire grows
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d erratic wind gusts

Associated Press

FORT COLLINS — Hundreds of firefighters
worked Thursday to combat a growing blaze that
was scorching terrain around a scenic canyon in
northern Colorado.

Ground efforts were being supported by a heavy
air tanker and helicopters that together are capable
of dropping thousands of gallons of fire retardant
and water on the spreading flames.

U.S. Forest Service officials said the blaze about 20
miles northwest of Fort Collins grew from about 1.5
square miles to more than 11 square miles Thursday
amid erratic wind gusts of up to 50 mph. The fire was
approaching the city of Greeley’s Milton Seaman
Reservoir on Thursday night, but city officials said
Greeley’s water supply hasn’t been affected.

Authorities ordered mandatory evacuations of
about 80 homes near Poudre Canyon earlier in the
day, even going door to door to issue warnings.

Residents of about 65 of those homes were
allowed to return by early evening, with instructions
to be ready to leave again if conditions change.

Officials think human activity started the blaze,
which was first reported Monday, but they still are
Investigating.

The Colorado fire was one of several burning in
the West on Thursday.

A fire in northern Arizona that led to the evacua-
tion of a historic mining town grew to more than 10
square miles even as the outlook improved from ear-
lier in the week.
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m Is is about empathy or rights? The
- president has because he’s been all
over the place when it comes to the
ISSue.

here are two ways to defend gay

marriage. Argument A is empathy:

One is influenced by gay friends in
committed relationships yearning for the
fulfillment and acceptance that marrage
conveys upon heterosexuals. That's essen-
tially the case President Obama made
when he first announced his change of
VIEWS.

No talk about rights, just human fellow
feeling. Such an argument is attractive
because it can be compelling without being
compulsory. Many people, feeling the
weight of this longing among their gay
friends, are willing to redefine marmage for
the sake of simple human sympathy.

At the same time, however, one can sym-
pathize with others who feel great trepida-
tion at the radical transformation of the
most fundamental of social institutions, one
that was heterosexual in all societies in all
places at all imes.

The empathy argument both encourages
mutual respect in the debate and lends itself
to a political program of gradualism. State
by state, let community norms and moral

Willett, Medina make
sense for Supreme Court

Houston Chronicle

n Texas’ bifurcated state judicial system. the Supre
Iis the last venue of appeal for civil cases large and small. The

nine-member court in Austin chooses to hear roughly 10 per-
cent of the cases presented to it for consideration. These are typi-
cally cases involving questions about substantial matters of law

or procedure.

The cases all have come through the lower courts — usually
starting with the district court trial benches, then moving to the
state’s 14 courts of appeals, the rung below the Supreme Court.

It’s another peculianty of the Texas judicial system that the 14
courts of appeals. sited around the state, hear appeals of both civ-
il and criminal cases. The Court of Criminal Appeals, also n
Austin, is the Supreme Court’s counterpart on the cnminal side.

Voters in the Republican primary will be asked to choose
among state Supreme Court candidates in two_contested races
this election season. We encourage a vote for the well-qualified
incumbents in both races: Justice Don Willett for Place 2 on the |
court, and Justice David Medina for Place 4.

Willett. who was appointed to the Supreme Court bench n

Why Obama has trouble

CHARLES
KRAUTHAMMER

Washington Post Writers Group

sensibilities prevail. Indeed, that is Obama’s
stated position.

Such pluralism allows for the kind of
“stable settlement of the issue” that Ruth
Bader Ginsburg once lamented had been
“halted” by Roe v. Wade regarding abor-
tion, an issue as morally charged and politi-
cally unbridgeable as gay marmage.

Argument B is more uncompromising:
You have the right to marry anyone, regard-
less of gender. The right to “marriage equal-
ity is today’s civil rights, voting rights and
women’s rights — and just as inviolable.

Argument B has extremely powerful
implications. First, if same-sex marriage is
a nght, then there is no possible justifica-
tion for letting states decide for themselves.
How can you countenance even one state
outlawing a fundamental right? Indeed, half
a century ago, states’ rights was the cry of
those committed to continued segregation
and discrimination.

me Court

Second, if marriage equality is a civil
right, then denying it on the basis of (innate-
ly felt) sexual orientation is, like discrimina-
tion on the basis of skin color, simple big-
otry. California’s ition 8 was over-
turned by a 9th Circuit panel on the grounds
that the referendum, reaffirming marriage as
between a man and woman, was nothing but
an expression of bias — “‘serves no purpose
.. other than to lessen the status and human®
dignity of gays and lesbians.”

Pretty strong stuff. Which is why it was
so surprising that Obama, after first advanc-
ing Argument A, went on five days later to
adopt Argument B, calling gay marriage a
great example of “expand(ing) rights” and
today’s successor to civil rights, voting
rights, women’s rights and workers’ nights.

Problem is: It’s a howling contradiction to
leave up to the states an issue Obama now
says is a right. And beyond being intellectu-
ally untenable, Obama’s embrace of the
more hard-line “rights” argument compels
him logically to see believers in traditional
marriage as purveyors of bigotry. Not a good
place for a president to be in an evenly divid-
ed national debate that requires both sides to
offer each other a modicum of respect.

No wonder that Obama has been trying to
get away from the issue as quickly as possi-
ble. It’s not just the New York Times poll
showing his new position to be a net loser.
It’s that he is too intelligent not to realize

2005 by Gov. Rick Perry, and won election in 2006, 1s an inde-

pendent legal thinker, a judicial conservative and a gifted

writer.

The Baylor and Duke Law School graduate has a growing |
reputation for scholarship, not only in Texas, but across the |

nation.

Respected conservative columnist George F. Will has drawn on
Willett’s writings to buttress important legal points on two occa-
sions, the most recent touching on perhaps the most significant
issue to come before the U.S. Supreme Court in a generation, the
constitutionality of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care

Act. widely referred to as Obamacare.

Willett has overwhelming support across the bar and from for-

mer chief state Supreme Court justices.

Justice David Medina was appointed to the state Supreme
Court by Perry and elected to a full term in 2006.

Before his service on the bench, Medina served for two years
as Perry’s general counsel, as a Harris County district judge and
as a litigator for Cooper Industries, the Houston-based global
manufacturer of electrical components and tools.

This range of professional experience gives Medina the clear
nod over his two Republican primary opponents.

The Galveston native, who received his undergraduate educa-
tion at Texas State University in San Marcos, got his law degree
from South Texas College of Law while working full-time at

Cooper.

A judicial conservative, Medina says that one of the definitions
of a good judge is knowing when not to make a decision —
when to leave it for the Legislature to decide.

In his tenure on the high court, Medina has written his share of
majority opinions, but is especially proud of his authorship of the
dissenting opinion in a high-profile case involving the Texas |

Open Beaches Act.

Neither Willett nor Medina would have a Democratic opponent

in the November election.
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EDITORIAL BOARD TO OUR READERS stylish and powerful, too,” he said. “That’s
Dave Wedel Publisher Opinions, colums, letters and Michelle’s advice.” The first lady, the couple’s two
Stewart Doreen. Editor cartoons reflect the author s or daughters, and the president’s mother and mother-
Mary Dearen, Managing Editor artist's views and not necessarily ~ in-law had recurring roles as “strong, remarkable
Terry Williamson, Editorial Writer  the view of the Reporter-Telegram . women” in the speech.
| There were some ironies in the appearance. When
VISIT US ONLINE the White House asked Barnard for the commence-
You can find current and past editonals, Icltm'ln' the editor and more at mspenatkzmnfhmkm m‘smenlL Clﬁlﬁlc:m:ﬁgm_
WWW.aywestiexas.com/opinion. al woman, Abramson is the first of her sex to

e — - —— - - ==

m No applause line was too cheap when

providing the commencement speech to

college.

become executive editor of the New York Times.

eraduates of a northeastern women s

he current issue of Newsweek has a photo of
President Obama with a rainbow-colored
halo superimposed over his head and the
~title “The First Gay President.”
| Nonsense. Obama is not the first gay president.
 He 1s the first female president.

Consider his activities on Monday: He sat down
to tape a session with the ladies of ABC’s “The
View” — his fourth
by women and for women. He accepted an award
from Barnard College and gave the commence-
ment speech to graduates of the women’s school.
Heck. he even appeared in public wearing a gown.

Obama was still early in his address when he
acknowledged that his praise for the young gener-
ation of women is “a cheap applause line when
you're giving a commencement at Barnard.”

But Obama was being modest. He didn’t deliver
a cheap applause line. He delivered an entire
speech full of them. His re-election campaign has
been working for months to exploit the consider-
able gender gap, which puts him far ahead of like-

. ly GOP rival Mitt Romney among women. But
.~ Monday’s activities veered into pandering, as
Obama brazenly flaunted his feminine mystique.

He speculated that “Congress would get a lot
more done” if more women were there. He specu-
lated that, although no women signed
tution. “we can assume that there were founding
mothers whispering smarter things in the ears of
the founding fathers.”

He announced that “more and more women are

. out-earning their husbands. You're more than half
of our college graduates and master’s graduates
and Ph.D.s.” He told them that they are “poised to
make this the century where women shape not
 only their own destiny but the destiny of this

A Hearst Corporation newspaper  nation and of this world.”

| And they can look good doing it. “You can be

appearance on the talk show

the Consti-

e e e e e — et i i

ding g

[
he’s embraced a logical contradiction.

Moreover, there is the problem of the
obvious cynicism of his conversion. Two-
thirds of Americans see his “evolution™ as a
matter not of principle but of politics. In fact,
the change is not at all an evolution — a tele-
ological term cleverly chosen to suggest
movement toward a higher state of being —
given that Obama came out for gay marriage
16 years ago. And then flip-flopped.

He was pro when running for the Hlinois
Legislature from ultra-liberal Hyde Park.

He became anti when running eight years
later for U.S. senator and had to appeal to a
decidedly more conservative statewide con-
stituency. And now he’s pro again.

When a Republican engages in such fin-
ger-to-the-wind political calculation (on
abortion, for example), he’s condemned as a
flip-flopper. When a liberal goes through a
similar gyration, he’s said to have “evolved”
into some more highly realized creature,
deserving of a halo on the cover of a

Notwithstanding a comically fawning
press, Obama knows he has boxed himself
in. His “rights” argument compels him to
nationalize same-sex marriage and sharpen

riage — a sath to go.

True, he was rushed into it by his loqua-
cious vice president. But surely he could
have thought this through.

DANA
MILBANK

Washington Post Writers Group

Obama made no mention of Abramson, but he
did mention that he knows the past three Barnard
commencement speakers, including Hillary Rod-
ham Clintor, whose presidential aspirations Oba-
ma dashed. Obama was moved to paraphrase an
old adage: “Keep your friends close and your
Barnard commencement speakers even closer.”

In making the appearance on the Manhatten
campus, Obama risked confirming that he is the
coastal elitist he’s often accused of being. On that
score, it perhaps didn’t help that he shared the
stage with fellow honoree Evan Wolfson, founder
of Freedom to Marry. The president nodded as
Wolfson was hailed for fighting the Boy Scouts’
ban on gay scoutmasters.

Barnard President Debora Spar, bestowing a
medal on Obama, lauded his support of same-sex
marriage and his furthering of “a whole lot
smarter world.” More helpful to Obama’s theme
was Spar’s praise of his appointment of a “long
list of gifted and remarkable women leaders.”

Obama had a list of his own — an itemization
of the various things he has done for women, from
signing the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act {0 his
appointment of Susan Rice as ambassador to the
United Nations. He said that his labor secretary
was told by her high school guidance counselor
that she “should think about becoming a secretary.
.. And, lo and behold, Hilda Solis did end up
becoming a secretary.”

The young women applauded and cheered lines
about “equal pay for equal work,” controlling -
“decisions about your own health” and many oth-
ers. “We are better off when women are treated
fairly and equally in every aspect
life,” Obama told them, urging them to “fight for a
seat at the head of the table.”

Obama made a fair and at times inspirational
argument, but the tone seemed more suited to
campaign than campus, particularly when he,
toward the end, lifted lines from his stump speech.

The president departed — he had to get to Bar-
bara, Whoopi, Joy, Elisabeth and Sherr1i — but not
before sharing hugs and kisses with the other
women onstage.
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‘Ring of fire’ ecllpse visible from China to Texas

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Sunnises and sun-
sets often dazzle, but they’ll have a spe-
cial ring to them in a few days for people
in the western United States and eastern

FRIDAY, MAY 18, 2012

Asia: The moon will slide across the sun,

blocking everything but a blazing halo of

light.

It’s been almost two decades since a
“ring of fire” eclipse was visible in the
continental United States. To celebrate the
end of that drought, nearly three dozen
national parks in the path of the eclipse

will host viewing parties.

The solar spectacle is first seen in east-
ern Asia at dawn Monday, local time.
Weather permitting, millions of early ris-
ers in southern China, northern Taiwan
and southeast Japan will be able to catch

Read about what

schackied o Viewg he v o e

the ring eclipse. Then it creeps across the

\'I

Pacific with the western U.S. viewing the

tail end.

The late day sun will transform into a
glowing ring in southwest Orégon, north-
ern California, central Nevada, southern
Utah, northern Arizona and New Mexico

and finally the Texas Panhandle where it

will occur at sunset on Sunday. For 3 1/2
hours, the eclipse follows an 8,500-mile
path. Viewing, from beginning to end,
lasts about two hours. The ring phenome-
"non lasts as long as 5 minutes depending

Crime 0;ghnizati;)n members sentenced

From staff reports

Two members of the
Barrio Azteca were sen-
tenced Thursday on federal
drug and rackéteering
charges.

A federal jury convicted
both men on Feb. 22 on
one count of conspiracy to
possess with intent to dis-
tribute more than 5 kilo-
grams of cocaine, as well
as marijuana; one count of
violating the Racketeer
Influenced and Corrupt
Organization statute; and
one count of conspiracy to
violate the RICO statute.

Judge Robert Junell sen-
tenced Santos Almanza,
33, to life imprisonment
on the drug charge, plus
30 years for each of the
RICO charges.

Miguel Nieto, 32, was
given three 30-year sen-
tences, to run concurrently,

Elackbnsd

Plaza Oaks
Garfield & Wadley

Home improvernment

Between Midland And Odessa,
Hwy. 191 E xit

San Miguel Square
3303 N. Mudkaft

for each charge.

Co-defendants Vcnessa
Rico Flores, Federico
Dunn, San Juan Barboza-
Rodriguez, Stephen Coro-
na, Juan Cortez and Benito
Gonzalez already have
been convicted and sen-
tenced to federal prison
terms ranging from 33 to
77 months.

Co-defendants Christo-
pher Gilbertson, Carlos
Hernandez, Ramon
Morales and Marcus
Calderon are scheduled to
be sentenced over the next
two weeks.

According to testimony
in the February tnal, since
January 2006, the defen-

Larry Rusk, DDS
Linda K. Stallings, RDH, Norma Crownover, RDH
are pleased to welcome
Rachel Brady
Kelly Huffman
Dental Hygienists
www.drlarryrusk.com

432-682-5729

Mega Air Conditioning, Heating |
& Electric Company

“NO ONE CARES MORE"
(979) 335-4262

dants had conspired to car-
ry out the mission of the
Bamo Azteca criminal
organization through smug-
gling and distributing
cocaine and marjuana, rob-
bery, extortion and violence
and intimidation in and
around Midland-Odessa.

Testimony also showed
that Morales and Almanza
were leaders of the enter-
prise and that members
attempted to murder a
Midlander on Oct. 20,
2009.

The racketeering activity
also included a series of
home invasions and rob-

. beries in Midland, officials

said.
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on location.

Outside this narrow band, parts of the
West, Midwest and South — and portions
of Canada and Mexico — will be treated
to a partial eclipse. The Eastern Seaboard
will be shut out, but people can log online
to sites such as the Slooh Space Camera,
which plans to broadcast the event live.

A ring eclipse — technically called an
annular solar eclipse — is not as dramatic
as a total eclipse, when the disk of the sun
1s entirely blocked by the moon. As in a
total solar eclipse, the moon crosses in
front of the sun, but the moon is too far
from Earth and appears too small in the
sky to blot out the sun completely.

“A bright ring around the sun at mid-
eclipse 1s still pretty cool,” Geoff Chester
of the U.S. Naval Observatory said in an
email.

PAGE 7A

Asia 1s abuzz over the event. In Japan,
cable cars will run early to give tounists
an unobstructed view from the mountains.
Fernes will make special trips so that oth-
ers can enjoy the scene offshore. The
Taipei Astronomical Museum will open
its doors at dawn while Hong Kong’s
Space Museum will set up solar-filtered
telescopes outside its building on the
Kowloon waterfront.

The last time this type of eclipse was
seen in the U.S. was in 1994. This year’s
solar show offers ringside seats at 33
national parks along the eclipse path
including the Grand Canyon and Bryce
Canyon. A partial eclipse can be viewed
from another 125 national parks.

Wherever you are, do not look directly
at the eclipsed sun or you can get a seri-
Ous eye injury.

www.mywesttexas.com
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Electric Motors 20 & 25 HP,
Washer, and more -
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creative works
of 65

visual artists
at midland center
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May 19, 2012
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PROTEST FOR NUNS
Chris Laubrand Liz Zenteno

Rabbi to speak on New

neid up

at L Street . :
and lﬁ'iois Awrm in Vatican'
e b e Testament 1n Midland, Odessa
ence of Women By Sara Higgins in Residence” weekend today
more m:n 80 percent ofbrm;: in the So 'm Staff Writer through Sunday at three lec-

_Faith called

cls(olAsslsl)'Hydesa:d “Preach gospel
ever you go, andspoakwhenyouhmto'

Sara Higgins/Reporter-Telegram

reform in April,

It may seem odd for a Jew-
ish professor to specialize in
teaching the New Testament,
but Rabbi Michael Cook con-
siders the Gospels a necessary
tool in Jewish education.

Cook, who teaches Judeo-
Christian studies at Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute
of Religion in Cincinatti is the
only rabbi in America with a
full-professorial chair in the
New Testament. He will share
his insights during a “Scholar

tures hosted at Temple Beth El
in Odessa, 1501 Grandview,
and Unitarian Universalist
Church in Midland, 3301
Neely Ave. The lectures are
free and open to the public,
and followers of all faiths are
welcome to attend the events.
Though Jews generally shy
away from studying the New
Testament, Cook tries to con-
vince them to use it as a way
of understanding how the
Gospels shaped Christian atti-

Please see RABBI/5B

More than 1,100 participate in GiveLife service day

More than 1,100 people signed up to volun- Members of the church also could be found at

By Sara Higgins

e

Staff Writer

embers and
newcomers to

teer at about 30 different projects to serve the
needs of Midland. Odessa and Monahans as
part of the church’s “GiveLife” service evenmt.
“We're very active in our outreach and we do
that physically, prayerfully and financially,”
outreach pastor Stephen Hill said. “One of the

Rosa’s Cafes and 7/11 convience stores hand-
ing out gift cards and coupons and greeting
customers.

“What amazed me is we had some first-time
visitors that Sunday who changed their clothes,
got on a bus and went to serve,” said Tami

Volunteers from
Crossroads Fel-
lowship work on
various projects
around Midland,

CrossRoads things we’re trying to instill in our church body O'_Bannion, the church’s director ﬂ_nf mnlmuni- Odessa and Mon-
Rellovehs is we represent Christ when we’re out serving cations. ““To me, that was extraordinary. ahans Sunday.
e others.” Some volunteers said the event was not only
boarded buses Volunteers served between 9:30 a.m. and a way to bond with friends and family, but 1t ORIy Fnie
. 7:30 p.m. after brief times of worship at the also showed them how a simple act of kindness
as relative et ap 5 - can have an impact
church’s three regularly scheduled services. . - pact. | |
strangers and Projects include giving a facelift to Dowling It was ?bﬁ{‘l“!e‘}’ amazing seeing the elderly
_ _ Elementary School in Odessa, painting and smile, seeing their faces light up with the sim-
came back as a family after a massive replacing windows at women's shelters, and ple gift of a water bottle,” said Amanda Bea-
community outreach effort Sunday cleaning the grounds at Bynum School, where =~ Man, who volunteered at three different nursing
volunteers also helped install playground homes with her family. “It was an amazing
church leaders said. equipment that had been donated to the school Please see SERVE/6B
41
Future uncertain for diocese leadershlp — .
By Sara Higgins make a variety of decisions from
Staff Writer accepting the resignation immedi- \
ately to rejecting it. The process
- : - ake weeks or months, and
As Bishop Michael Pfeifer cele- could t
raes his 75th by today is 1ot (heoretically could bae e
l:ttcrlgf D@Slgnmo:l“ﬁ;m the]. Sm.' cese, depending on the decision. Pfeifer and nearly
e p g " = “The Church doesn’t move too 100 other
way to the Pope in Romf. quickly,” Pfeifer admitted. catholics pray the
That doesn’t mean he’ll be leav- Each resignation is examined in rosary o
Ing anytime soon; it’s considered regard to issues like health and Planned Parent-
Church policy for bishops to. send ability to serve on a case-by-case hmm ¢
their resignation when they reach basis. a';': e W:dg -
the age of 75. The letter will Sometimes a bishop will be this 2011 file
embark on an‘arduous journey  called to stay with the diocese in a photo.
through delegates and Church rep-  different capacity while the deci-
resentatives before being presented Tim Fischer

to Pope Benedict XV1, who can

Please sece BISHOP/6B
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Sunday Worshp
8:30 a.m. & 10:50 a.m.

Sunday School
945a.m.

Sunday Nursery

8 a.m. to noon

Gifts For
\Grads & Dads!

1028"A 'Andrews Hwy. * Midland
(across from Albertsons & West Lake Hardware)

432-699-1117

3011 W. Kansas Ave., 694-2571
www.StLukesUMCMidland.org

eurlosmes
Now Open

, Sundgy
Bible Srudy 9:30 a.m.
Worship - 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Children’s Worship - 10:30 a.m.
King’s Kids - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday

T+N) p.m.

Sundays 1-Spm
For Your After

Church Shopping

Pleasure!
Taking
Consiggment

8006 Hwy 191 + Midland

Verlpg:;rnter “ggfzmrﬁusm
Strengthening faith, family & friends -

N7
AN
First Presbyterian

MIDILAND

Lovig ndlsdrg ol ol

By oS

, Htﬁw Chutch

3309 Neely Avenue, Midland, TX 79707
430-694-4517

Disciples Making Disciples!
Pastor Steve Mohr
sunday School - 9 a.m. — Service - 10:15a.m.

dlS’[ Nicholas'

Episcopal Church
"The Episcopal Church Weicomes You!”

684-7821

www.fpcmid.org

Wednesday Healing & Hely Communion 5:30pm
Wednesday Dinners 6:00pm followed by Program/Choirs
Located on Loop 250 N. Batwesn Midkil! and Misiand Dr.
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The Rev. James E. Liggett, Jr, Rector Deacen Tom Burns WATERFORD®
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We Do It By The Book:
Che 1928 Book of
Common Hrayer
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Real Traditional Anglicanism
at its Best
Come See for Yoursom
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Christ Church Midiand - Anglican
Communion

301 N. Midkiff ............ 432-683-9292

2900 Princeton, West End Chapel
432-557-0819

Abundant Life Worship Center
4801 Princeton
432-520-7122

Calvary Assembly of God
908 S. Johnston

432-682-8473

Calvary Christian Fellowship
1024 Andrews Hwy. # E
432-967-3604

Calvary Tabernacle - U.P.C
409 W_Pine
432-685-3919

First Assembly of God
100 W. Wadley
432-684-4613
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Alamo Heights Baptist Church
1305 N. Midland Dr
432-697-3101

Antioch Baptist Church
1400 E. Go!f Course Rd
432-683-3711

Bellview Baptist Church
1710 N. Big Spring
432-682-9474

Bethel Missionary Baptist
1410 S. Calhoun St.
432-683-9465

Cotton Flat Baptist Church
6409 S. Hwy 349
432-684-7562

Crestview Baptist Church
301 N. Loop 250 West
432-681-8200

Cuthbert Ave. Baptist Church
3308 W. Cuthbert
432-694-6075

Grace Covenant Church
5711 Whitman
432-553-1053

Home Line Baptist Church
4406 Mockingbird Lane
432-301-2878

Ebenezer Baptist Church
2400 N. Tyler
432-686-9923

Fannin Terrace Baptist Church
2800 Mogford
(432) 682-5272

First Baptist Church
2104 W_Louisiana Ave
432-683-0600

Goodwill Baptist Church
1508 S. Main
432-684-4831

Greater Ideal Baptist Church
411 5. Tyler
432-682-8169

Greater New Hope Baptist
2400 E New York
432-684-6893

Greenwood Baptist Church
9501 FM 307
432-685-1249

Hilicrest Baptist Church
5200 W_lllinois
432-520-7733

Macedonia Baptist Church
201 S Carver
432-682-7120

Midiand Korean Baptist Church
5001 Sinclair Ave.
432-413-9593

Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist
303 E. Shandon
432-682-4931

M1. Rose Baptist Church
211 N. Tyler St
432-682-4777

New Jerusalem Missionary

Baptist
1801 N. Carver

432-682-6457

Join us Sunday, May 26 |
“Doing Church Everywhere”

- Worship Services @ 8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. - Sanctuary

Can’t Join Us?

Chhll: Snndaysal830& 10:45 a.m.
. www.firstmethodistmidland.com

“IV: My TV 16, Sunday @ 10 a.m.
Radio: KWEL 1070 AM, Sunday @ 11 a.m.
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Northwestern Baptist Church
3901 Mockingbird Lane
432-369-0612

Ranchiand Heights Baptist
POSCR. 1211
432-697-4471

Socond Baptist Church
3125 Travis
432-694-9856

Southwest Baptist Church
8006 Hwy. 191
432-561-8885

Stonegate Fellowship
6000 W. Wadiey
432-694-5100

Tall City Baptist Church
3500 Anetta Drive
432-694-7515

Temple Baptist Church
4301 Thomason Dr.
432-694-3634

Travis Baptist Church
1000 E. Gist
432-682-7812

Valley View Baptist Church
5500 FM 1213
432-682-4633

Victory Fellowship
3500 Anetta
432-563-2353

West Kentucky Baptist Church
1507 W. Kentucky Ave.

432-684-5458

Westside Baptist Church
4201 W. lllinois
432-697-1521

Wilshire Park Baptist
801 S. Bentwood
432-694-7787

Kelview Heights Baptist Church
402 W. Scharbauer Drive
432-682-3842

Calvary Chapel of Midiand/
Odessa

Highway 191 & FM 1788
432-561-9141

Colonial Bible Church
5711 Whitman
432-686-2612

Midiand Bible Church
2800 North “A” Street
432-684-9722
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Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic
Church

1301 E. Garden Lane

432-682-2581

San Miguel Arcange! Catholic
Church

1100 Camp Street

432-570-0952

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
1906 W Texas Ave.
432-682-6303

St. Michael The Archangel
Traditional Catholic Church
3001 W. Golf Course Rd.
432-686-7709

St. Stephen’s Catholic Church
4601 Neely Avenue
432-520-73%4
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Christian Church of Midland

2608 Neely
432-684-7681

Community of Christ
3603 Douglas
432-694-3929

Abundant Living Christian Center
1610 W Wall
432 687-1419

Church on the Journey (Disciples of Christ)
1001 Andrews Highway
432-413-8326

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1301 W. Loursiana
432-682-2541

Memorial Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

1001 Andrews Hwy
432-694-5321
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Christian and m'L Alliance
Fellowship Community Charch
5206 N. Midland Dr.

432-699-6068
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Christian Science Church

1001 W. Tennessee
432-682-8197
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