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MC staff to get $100 a month raise

By Meredith Moriak Faculty Senate President Damon Kennedy said he was pressed appreciation for the flat $100 raise because it gives
Staff Writer excited to receive the raise. the money to those who most likely need it most.
“The board 1s in a tough spot. It’s absolutely impossible “Those who are lower paid will actually get the highest
The Midland College board of trustees approved a $100  to please everyone, but it’s a much appreciated and much raise, percentage-wise, and they’re the ones who need it,”
per month salary increase for all full-time employees dur- needed raise,” said Kennedy, associate professor of history. Comell said.
Ing its regular meeting Tuesday. “It’s not much, but it’s better than nothing.” - Dennis Sever, vice president of information technology
The increase becomes effective in February for more While Midland College salanes were frozen for the be- and facilities, agreed that this raise is huge for those who
than 400 employees and will cost Midland College about ginning of the 2011-12 school year, full-time faculty and are employed in maintenance, landscaping and secretanal
$307,000, said Rick Bender, vice president of administra-  staff received a raise of 2.5 percent in 2010-11, 2 percent in  Work.
tive services. 2009-10, 5 percent in 2008-09 and 4 percent in 2007-08. The majority of MC’s part-time positions are for student
Funds for a mid-year raise are available because MC The raise will be more than 5 percent for the college’s workers and was not an area Bender said they could pro-
state appropriations were larger than expected, tuition gen-  lowest-compensated employees and less than } percent for  Vide raises at this time. He said they are also trying to find
erated unexpected revenue and county appraisal values the highest paid, Bender said. ways they can provide raises to adjunct professors who
were up, President Steve Thomas said. Faculty Senate Secretary/Treasurer Simon Cornell ex- Please see RAISE/4A

Hilton ANTI-ABOIITIONRAI.I.Y Shipwreck

plans B e | (oesn’t deter

hotel near | . local cruisers
Sports | ; . By Audrie Palmer

Staff Writer

complex ' a b ncxlj:?;rstﬁ:l;a};? been avoiding the «

few days about a

By Kathleen Thurber LR oue | cruise shi[:;:fmal ran m
' _ e P , | A aground off the
B, et ) DR . o4 coast of Italy,

Yet another hotel likely T killing at least 11. Coast Guard
will join the myriad near the | _ | Instead, she’s been toid captain to
Scharbauér Sports Complex. | P preparing and pack-  goback

The Planning and Zoning ing and not giving aboard ship on
Commission on Tuesday ap- much thought to it. night of crash.
proved a zone change that But Tuesday, the Page 7A
would allow for a Hilton Midlander satd she
Garden Inn near the north- finally got some
west corner of North Loop | time to sit down and watch the reports
250 and Deauville Boule- from Europe.
vard. The City Council must - o “Everyone was telling me about it. |
give final approval before ¢ _aAhT : have a few good friends who couldn’t
the project can move ahead. . wait to tell me about it,” she said.

The request is for a 2.5- . ; ‘ That’s because Saturday, Sauls and
story Hilton Garden Inn that ar . another Midland couple she’s traveling
would be constructed adja- : with will depart from a port in Fort
cent to the TownePlace . = Lauderdale, Fla.. for their own week-
Suites currently under con- .- long adventure at sea.
struction in that area, said It’s a cruise that has been in the plans
Enc West, engineer with & ,
Parkhill, Smith and Cooper. Please see TRAVEL/4A

Residence Inn, Courtyard 5
by Marmott and Sleep Inn &
Suites already have loca-
tions near Scharbauver Sports

Complex. A SpringHill : ...
Suites, which is a Mamott- NonprOﬁt JOlnS
owned hotel, also was given . . .
roval for construction in
?l?epfall of 2011. _-5-_ llzard OppOSltlon
- West said the Hilton Gar- -
den Inn would be a 157-unit . By Mella McEwen
hotel and span just more I Oil Editor
than 36,000 square feet. S _
In addition to hotel rooms, o “I’'m a West Texas gal and | know
the building would include a e there’s an abundance of
convention center area that : sand here. What better
would have meeting/ball- / place to draw a line in

rooms, West said. 5 = - ' W the sand and tell the
> Hotels near the sports Tim oy government ‘Enough is

In- 7 said Peggy
complex have scen an in Paula Matchen ta]ks Tuesday about the West Texans Nencble. who o bcd |

crease in business this year,

ecoRSig b ool b . - | for Life protest outside Planned Parenthood. There niems. .
ler's office. Manasers taid will be two related events Friday. ProLife Midland will Iy oy ity

it’s not uncommon for hotel _ INN1 . , perity-Texas, returned to
% ROURAGOMERI e A sponsor a rally beginning 11:30 a.m. Friday to B ea Tuesday t0

pacity, particularly during |  mark the 39th anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade Supreme |  protest possible plans by the U.S. Fish

. ' e o ™ . g . w . : l‘s h d ‘
. s, Court decision and Bishop Michael Pfeifer, of the caocbrush lizard 35 codangered. |
ported $442,200 in receipts Catholic Diocese of San Angelo, will lead the rosary and ~ “We think the lizard is truly endanger-

ing jobs in West Texas,” she said during

f | . " . : :
rocont mumbers avaitabie we | celebrate Mass beginning noon Friday. Beth events will S St cowfevance 3t e Pzt M.

from $310,517 in October of Yol seum. “We are under assault, not just in
2010, The Slews bom o o be outside Planned Parenthood at-the comer of Secor e Poraine Baris bos actoe: (he somstty

Please see HOTEL/4A Street and Ohio Avenue. Please see LIZARD/4A
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SOUTH CAROLINA

Paul: State rights to -

trump federal law
would help

COLUMBIA — White
House hopeful Ron Paul
said he likes the idea of
states deciding which fed-
eral laws they shouldn’t
have to follow because they
deem them unconstitutional.

The libertarian-leaning
congressman from Texas
said nullification could be a
helpful check on the federal
government and that it
would be a lot smaller if
that principle were part of
the Constitution.

Paul is in South Carolina
making his final pitch to
voters ahead of Saturday’s
first-in-the-South pnmary
there. He spoke Tuesday at
the South Carolina State-
house, surrounded by icons
of the Civil War.

TEMPLE
School bus crash
sends 32 to hospital

A tractor-trailer clipped a
school bus full of students
Tuesday, flipping the bus
onto its side and sending 32
people — 29 of them chil-
dren — to a hospital. Police
said a 9-year-old boy was
ejected through the escape
hatch in the bus roof, and
the bus driver was knocked

UNCONSCIOUS. -
The accident happened
about 7:30 a.m. on Farm-to-

Market Road 93 op the
southeastern outskirts of
Temple. Trooper Harpin
Myers, of the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety, said
a hardware truck apparently
ran a sign when it hit
the Al y school district
bus. Conditions were foggy,
but it was unclear whether
that factored into the crash,
Myers said.

Three of the 29 treated
children were admitted to
the hospital, one in critical
condjtion, while the other
26 were discharged. The
bus driver also was listed 1n
critical condition, but both

' of the other adults, includ-

ing the truck dniver, were
treated and discharged, Voss

said.

+« McALLEN
Assets from drug
boss go to law
enforcement

Nearly $30 million of a
former Mexican drug cartel
boss’ assets have been dis-
tributed to a dozen Texas
law enforcement agencies
that participated in the
decadelong operation to
bring him down, authorities
said Tuesday.

Former Gulf cartel boss
Osiel Cardenas-Guillen,
who was extradited to the

1o forfeit $50 million when

MWWMNIO
nﬂﬂpl?ahnggujhywdrug
trafficking charges. The

into the U.S. During the in-
vestigation, at least 10 sepa-
rate cash seizures of as
much as $4.5 million were
made by law enforcement,
according to the judge’s for-
feiture order.

LAREDO
Ticks that can kill
cattle intercepted

Customs officials said
they recently intercepted a
“significant” number of
ticks that carry diseases po-
tentially fatal to cattle on a
deer hide being transported
from Mexico.

U.S. Customs and Border
Protection said Tuesday the
discovery of 23 cattle fever
ticks was made last week 1n
Laredo. Officials say the
hide originating in Nuevo
Leon, Mexico, was refused
entry to the U.S. and de-
stroyed.

Sidney Aki, the CPS port
director in Laredo, said 1t
was the largest number of
fever ticks found by agricul-
ture specialists this season.
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A Midland County inmate was charged with a felony

Turkey reacts to Rick Perry’s

terrorist accusation

By Suzan Fraser
Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey —
U.S. Republican presiden-
tial candidate Rick Perry
drew Turkey’s ire on Tues-
day after suggesting the
country is ruled by Islamic
terrorists and questioning
its NATO membership.

Turkey’s Foreign Min-
istry released a scathing
statement saying Perry’s
comments were “baseless
and inappropriate” and that
the United States has no
time to waste with candi-
dates “who do not even
know their allies.”

The U.S. State Depart-
ment also distanced the
U.S. government from
Perry’s remarks late
Tuesday.

“We absolutely and fun-
damentally disagree with
that assertion,” spokesman
Mark Toner said.

Perry, whose candidacy
briefly soared when he en-
tered the race in August
but whose shine faded after
a series of weak debate
performances, said Turkey
was ruled by “what many
would perceive to be Is-
lamic terrorists’” and ques-
tioned the country’s NATO
membership.

In a debate ahead of the
South Carolina primarnies,
he said Turkey was moving
“far away from the country
that I lived in back in the
1970s as a pilot in the
United States Air Force
that was our ally, that
worked with us.”

Turkey, which has as-
sisted NATO 1n
Afghanistan and other mis-
sions said it has been at the
forefront of the fight
against terrorism. It said 1t
was “strongly condemn-
ing”’ Perry’s words.

“Turkey joined NATO
while the governor was
still 2 years old,” the state-
ment said. “It is a member
that has made important
contributions to the trans-

Atlantic alliance’s conflict-

full history. It 1s among

countries that are at the
front lines in the fight
against terrorism.”

Toner described Turkey
as a stalwart U.S. ally and
security partner within
NATO, and said it had
made a “very courageous
stand” against the crack-
down in Syria and was an
example of “Islamic
democracy in action.”

Turkey has been ruled
by a government led by
pious Muslims since 2002.
Although its ties with Is-
rael have deteriorated, the
government has main-
tained a close relationship
with the West while seek-
ing to represent the views
of the Muslim world.

Most recently, Turkey
began to host NATO's
early warning radar system
as of NATO’s missile
defense system, which is
capable of countering bal-
listic missile threats from
Iran. |

Perry also said Turkey
should not receive foreign
aid. While the United
States recently deployed
four Predator drones to
Turkey from Iraq to aid
Ankara in its fight against

the autonomy-seeking Kur-

dish rebels, Turkey does
not receive U.S. foreign
aid.

The Turkish statement
said Turkey’s leaders were
“personalities respected
not only in the United
States, but in our region
and in the world and
whose opinions are
strongly relied on.”

The Turkish statement
said Perry’s low standings
in polls were proof that the
Republicans in the U.S. do
not endorse his opinions.

“Figures who are candi-
dates for positions that re-
quire responsibility, such

as the U.S. presidency,
should be more knowl-
edgeable about the world
and exert more care with
their statement,” the Turk-
ish statement said.

The Turkish ambassador
to Washington, Namik Tan,
said: “We do hope this
episode in last night’s de-
bate leads to a better in-
formed foreign policy
discussion among the Re-
publican Party candidates,
one where long-standing
allies are treated with re-
spect not disdain.”

"' Perry did poorly in the
t tWO nOMminating con-

well in South Carolina to
keep his candidacy alive.

National polls show him
far behind the front-runner,
former Massachusetts Gov.
Mitt Romney.

Baby Biz
| 4703 N Mudkift
Baby Fumiture accessory store.

Successful local business for

20 years.
For Sale
Call 432-978-1234
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Midland ISD Gifted
and Talented

Are you interested in Project THINK/QUEST;

GEM, or Secondary Gifted and Talented classes for

your child for the 2012-2013 school year?

GT applications will be available on MISD campuses from
January 4 - January 31, 2012. If applications are not received
between the noted dates, testing for GT courses will not be
available until the Spring of 2013.
For additional information about the application and
identification process, orientations will be held at the
Carver Center Auditorium on the following dates:

Secondary GT Orientations:

Monﬂay. Janwary 23rd, 6:00 pm

o Monday, January 23rd, 12:00 pm

MISD Gifted and Talented (Carver Center)
1300 E. Wall S, Midland, Texas 79701
1 432-689-1420°

FRANKLIN FOLIAGE

LANDSCAPI
“Servi

Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Water,
Outdoor Rooms, Low Voltage Lighting Systems

The average McDonald's Big Mac bun
- has 198 sesame seeds on it.

There are more than 15,000 different kinds of rice.

“ count of possession of a deadly weapon in a penal insti-
tute Saturday.
Robert Eugene Ryan J¥., 33, received an additional
third-degree felony charge of converting
a metal broom handle into a makeshift
weapon. Ryan already was in custody for -
two first-degree felony charges of aggra-
| vated assault with a deadly weapon.
Midland County correctional guards
removed Ryan from his cell Dec. 12 be-
cause he was making homicidal state-
ments. When moved from his
high-security E Block cell, guards found
‘the makeshift weapon and a note.
The grammatically incorrect, exple-
| tive-laden letter threatened guards and stated he would
beat them with a pole, according to Ryan’s arrest report.

After the incident, Ryan was ght back into E
Block, which houses “disciplinary, medical, tive
custody and administrative segregation offenders.” He re-
mains in E Block and is restricted to solitary confinement
23 hours a day, the report states.

Ryan was in custody after being arrested Oct. 6 for al-
legedly carjacking a vehicle with a plastic gun while he
was wearing a gray ski mask.

Midland police responded to an armed robbery on the
5300 block of West Loop 250 on Oct. 5. The alleged vic-
tim told police a man, later identified as Ryan, produced
a black handgun and pulled him out of his vehicle. The
man said Ryarf left the scene heading south on Loop 250
in his 2007 red Nissan Titan, according to Ryan’s arrest
report.

A city police officer spotted a truck matching the de-
scription of the stolen vehicle near the 1200 block of East
Front Street after the robbery. After catching up to the ve-
hicle, he confirmed the license plates were a match and
waited for backup before performing a felony traffic stop,
the report read.

When officers stopped the truck in the 400 block of
Rhode Island Avenue, they encountered Ryan and an-
other man who was not involved in the robbery, accord-
ing to the report.

During a search of the truck, investigators discovered a
plastic handgun in the center console and a ski mask
under the driver’s seat. The victim later positively identi-
fied Ryan as the carjacker, the report states.

He already was facing a sentence between five and 99
years. He could now receive an additional sentence of up
to 10 years if convicted of possession of a deadly weapon
in a penal institute. -

James Cannon can be reached at jcannon@mrt.com.

Online:
Read the arrest affidavit
www.mywesttexas.com.
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Educating the Fuiure'

‘“‘g Dotados y Talentosos
M etein.  deMidland ISD

;Esta usted interesado en Proyecto PIENSA/QUEST,
G.E.M. o clases para Dotados y Talentosos en la

Secundaria para su hijo/a en el aiio escolar 2012-2013?
Aplicaciones para Dotados/Talentosos serdn disponible en los
campos escolares de MISD el 4 de enero — 31 de enero. Si
aplicaciones no son recibidas en los dias notados, examenes
para cursos Dotados/Talentosos no seréin disponible hasta la
Primavera de 2013.

Para informacién adicional sobre la aplicacién y el proceso
de identificacién, orientaciones se llevaran acabo-en el

auditorio de Carver Center en Jas fechas W i
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lgmes, 23 de enero, 12:00 pm.
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Chef P Deen
hid diabetes, pushed
high-fat food

By Leanne Italie
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Paula
Deen, the Southern belle of
butter and heavy cream, is
making no apologies for
waiting three years to dis-
close she has diabetes while
continuing to dish up deep-
fried cheesecake and other
high-calorie, high-fat
recipes on TV,

«She said she 1sn’t chang-
ing the comfort cooking
that made her a star, though
it isn’t clear how much of it
she’ll continue to eat while
she promotes health-con-
scious recipes along with a
diabetes drug she’s endors-
ing for a Danish company.

“I've always said, ‘Prac-
tice moderation, y’all.” I'll
probably say that a little
louder now,” Deen said
Tuesday after revealing her
diagnosis on NBC's
“Today” show. “You can
have diabetes and have a
piece of cake. You cannot
have diabetes and eat a
whole cake.”

Health activists and one
fellow chef called her a
hypocrite for promoting an
unhealthy diet along with a
drug to treat its likely ef-
fects. Deen added her sup-
port of the Novo Nordisk
company to a collection of
lucrative endorsements that
include Smithfield ham and
Philadelphia Cream
Cheese.

Deen, who will turn 65
on Thursday, said she kept
her diagnosis private as she
and her family figured out
what to do, presumably
about her health and a ca-
reer built solidly on South-
ern cooking. Among her
recipes: deep-fried cheese-
cake covered in chocolate
and powdered sugar and a

Pilot tried to

warn woman

“away from
propeller

Associated Press

DALLAS — A pilot told
investigators he wamed a
Dallas-area woman away
from the front of the small
plane before she walked
into the propeller.

The National Trans-
portation Safety Board on
Monday released a prelim-
inary report on the Dec. 3
accident in McKinney that
injured online fashion edi-
~ tor Lauren Scruggs. The
Plano woman, who lost an
eye and her left hand, con-
tinues in-rehabilitation.

The NTSB report said the
pilot, whose name wasn’t
listed, landed and left the
engine running while await-
ing his next passenger to
view holiday lights.

Winter
Clearance Sale

TERRY'S
KIDS SHOES

432-520-5534 « Midland Plaza

Antiques * Collectibles » Gifts

Now Takmg

High guﬂllty

LAL],
T

quiche that calls for a
pound of bacon.

“I really sat on this infor-
mation for a few years be-
cause I said, ‘Oh, my gosh,
what am I going to do
about this? Is my life fixing
to change? Am I no longer
going to like my life”” she
asked. “I had to have time
to adjust and soak 1t all 1n

and get up all the informa- °

tion that I could.”

While Deen, who lives in
Savannah, Ga., has cutout
the sweet tea she routinely
drank straight through to
bedtime and taken up tread-
mill walking, she plans few
changes on the air.

Government doctors say
that being overweight (as
Deen 1s), over 45 (as Deen
1s) and inactive (as Deen
was) increase the risk for
developing Type 2 diabetes.
Growth of the disease 1n the
U.S. has been closely tied
to escalating obesity rates.
Roughly 23 million Amen-
cans are believed to have
the most common Type 2
diabetes; patients’ bodies
either do not produce
enough insulin or do not
use it efficiently, allowing
excess sugar, or glucose, to
accumulate in the blood.

Deen is the pitch person
for Novo Nordisk’s new on-
line program, Diabetes in a
New Light, which offers
tips on food preparation,
stress management and
working with doctors on
treatment. She has con-
tributed diabetes-friendly
recipes to the website and
takes the company s drug
Victoza, a once-daily non-
insulin injection that had
global sales of $734 million
in the first nine months of
2011.

A recipe for Lady and
Sons Lasagna, on her dia-

Celebrity chef Paula Deen recently announced she has
Type 2 diabetes. While Deen has cut out sweet tea and
taken up treadmill walking off camera, she plans few

changes on the air.

betes-conscious site, uses
extra-lean ground beef and
cans of unsalted tomato
sauce and diced tomatoes,
for a dish estimated at 260
calories a serving. Tumn to
Deen’s collection of recipes
on the Food Network’s site
and find Grandmother
Paul’s fried chicken, with
Cnisco shortening for fry-
ing, or baked French Toast
casserole, with two cups of
half-and-half and a half-
pound of butter. No calorie
counts are estimated.

The Novo Nordisk site

links to promotional materi-

als for the drug Victoza.
Company spokeswoman
Ambre Morley and Deen
declined to disclose how
much she is being paid.
Deen said she had no
help or advice to offer the
public when she was first
diagnosed, but feels she’s
making a contribution now.
None of that matters
much to outspoken chet
Anthony Bourdain, who
has never been a Deen fan.
He told Eater.com of her di-
abetes announcement:
“When your signature dish
1s hamburger 1n between a
doughnut, and you've been
cheerfully selling this stuff
knowing all along that
you 've got Type 2 diabetes
... 1Us 1n bad taste 1f nothing
else.”

NO SALT-WATER SYSTEMS

Whole House Filtration
Drinking Systems

Good Technologies

HEALTHY WATER SYSTEMS

P
Free estimates = S

www.GoodTechnologies.Biz
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NOW THROUGH JANUARY 31ST
Everything in the Store

30% OFF or MORE!!! §

Santangelo Lighting 195% OFF

VSA Jewelry 10% OFF
Shannon Koszyk Jewelry

10% OFF

Home Furnishings, Oriental Rugs, Gifts & Accessories

2800 N. Big Spring

St., Midland, TX -

432-686-2905

Hours Tues. Fn wﬁand Sat 10 5

In Yuba, Wis., Judd Dvo-
rak watches Deen cook on
TV all the time with his
wife. He thinks Bourdain
has the rnight idea. Dvorak
said it's wrong for Deen to
accept money to become a
paid spokeswoman for a di-
abetes drug after espousing
a cooking style that helps
lead to diabetes.

“It would be like some-
one who goes on TV and
brags about how wonderful
it 1S to smoke two packs of
cigarettes a day and then
when h¢ or she gets lung
cancer becomes a paid
spokesperson for nicotine
patches,” Dvorak said. “I
feel it is in very poor taste
and if she chose to become
an unpaid spokesperson for
the American Diabetes As-
sociation, that would be a
better way for her to make a
difference and help fight
this hormble disease.”

|

Bar-B-Que

Favorite
BBQ

Nail SPA

Grand Opening
Mon .-Sat. 9:30am - 7:30pm
Sunday: 12:00pm - 5:00pm

432-685-1447

100% Clean & Samized 4519 N. Garfield, Suite 2
Midland, TX 79705

We Do Waxing

Professional Nail Care

100% Quality Service
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US obesity epidemic shows
‘1o hint of shrinking

Associated Press

CHICAGO — America’s obesity epidemic is proving to
be as stubborn as those maddening love handles, and shows
no sign of reversing course.

More than one-third of adults and almost 17 percent of
children were obese in 2009-10, echoing results since 2003,
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported
Tuesday.

“It’s good that we didn’t see increases. On the other
hand, we didn’t see any decreases in any group,” said CDC .
researcher Cynthia Ogden.

Early in the decade, slight increases were seen among
white, black and Hispanic men, and among Hispanic and
black women. These changes may be leveling off, but the
authors said they “found no indication that the prevalence
of obesity is declining in any group.”

In 2009-10, more than 78 million adults and almost 13
million children aged 2-19 were obese, the CDC re-
s¢archers reported.

Those numbers are staggenng, and while they haven’t in-
creased 1n recent years, “we re plateauing at an unaccept-
ably high prevalence rate,” said Dr. David Ludwig, director
of an obesity prevention center at Children’s Hospital
Boston. He was not involved in the reports.

The CDC reports summarize results of national health
surveys in children and adults, which are conducted every
two years. The nationally representative surveys include in-
person weight and height measurements. The 2009-10 re-
ports involved nearly 6,000 adults and about 4,000 children,
from infancy through age 19.

The results were released online in the Journal of the
American Medical Association.

Dr. Elbert Huang, an associate professor of medicine at
the University of Chicago who studies health care policy is-
sues, said his research shows that even if obesity rates con-
tinue to remain stable, there will be dramatic increases
down the road in diabetes and in costs linked with that dis-
ease. That’s because Type 2 diabetes, among many diseases
linked with obesity, becomes more prevalent as people age.

Larry Rusk, DDS

Linda K. Stallings, RDH, Norma Crownover, RDH

are pleased to welcome

Rachel Brady
Dental Hygienist

www.ddrlarryrusk.com

432-682-5729
Fa{l &

Merchandise
Suits * Sport Coats * Slacks * Jackets

Shirts ®* Accessories

Sport Coat Special:
Buy 1 at regular price, get 1 free”

423 North Grant Ave * Downtown Odessa

(432)333-1071

Special

20°%°**

From Oct. 1. 2011

to Feb. 29, 2012 I

. .?;ﬁ C J?rfyu (U ﬁ)f{f/ﬂé/t’

BrinF this in and receive 20% off on purchases of $15 or more.

The Hillander School

Fifty Years of Excellence in Elementary Education




TODAY IN
_MIDLAND

Meetings scheduie

Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone
Boad

11:30 a.m. today

City Hall, 300 N. Loraine St.

Midiand-Odessa Urban Transit Dis-
trict Board

Noon today

Midiand-Odessa Transportation
Organization (MOTOR) board room

Wright Office Complex, Sulte 1,
9601 Wright Drive

Community calendar

B The George W. Bush Childhood
Home's monthly reading event for chil-
dren is 4:30 p.m. Thursday. This
month’s featured book will be “Snow”
Each child will receive a copy of the
book. Refreshments will be served.

To make a reservation, call 685-
1112

8 Centers for Children and Fami-
hes, 1004 N. Big Spring, Suite 325, will
held a weekly after-school group
meeting for children, 9-12 years of
age, 10 build a higher level of social
and emotional skills 10 help with mak-

LizARD

Fm 1A

from regulations going beyond their original
intent.’

The Permian Basin, she said, is the most
abundant oil- region in the Lower 48
states, homctoGSpmmofthcoﬂprodlcuon
in Texas and thousands of jobs while the oil
and natural gas industry pays $7.4 billion in
state taxes. -

“This is not about the oil and gas industry,”
Venable said. “This will impact schools, school
funding, local communities. This doesn’t just
affect oil and gas; this affects you whether you
have a flower shop, deliver pizzas or work at
Sonic.”

Odessan Jason Moore, noting he is a busi-
ness owner, said “anyone who knows oil and
gas knows there is nothing that isn’t touched by

‘ j nég lizard but the 100
other species in line for ion as endan-
ﬁimmmmmdfmu

“We need a good dose of common sense in
government right pow,” Venable said, calling
on Congress todake action t0 “rein in regula-
tors” and ensure that “our livelihoods and pay-
checks come first.” ,

Moore said the news conference was held at
the Petroleum Museum because, “if we as.citi-
zens don’t stand up and fight for common
sense, the oil industry itself will be a museum
with rusted rigs because the government put
more value in weeds.”

Mella McEwen can be reached at mm-
cewen@mrt.com.

ontlnmthtml(l)pummadefmm

In December, the Fish and Wildlife Service
agreed to delay until mid-June a decision on
listing the sand dunes lizard as endangered and
extended its public comment period until mid-
night Jan. 19. Moore and Venable airged resi-
dents to submit comments by that deadline.
Venable said Texas Attorney General Greg Ab-
bott is seeking personal stories. -

“He wants not just scientific data but infor-
mation from citizens on how it will impact
their livelihoods and lives,” she said.

The organization, a non-profit supporting
free market concepts and sound economic pol-
icy, is launching a national initiative against

RAISE

east side of South Midland Drive, just north | From 1A

of Wall Street. _ . - :

@ The commission deferred a request for :I?g O por-clase Dasls, it that was 0t poseible ot e
a specific use permit brought forward by The approved raise will last through August, when the
Bryag Allen of Tobacco Alley, which is lo- | fiscal year ends. At that time, MC will look to see if the
cated on Midkiff Road. budget allows for additional raises, Thomas said.

City staff told the commission it still 1s Also at the meeting, the board awarded a contract to
unclear with the Texas Alcoholic Bever- Digital Architecture Inc. for an online academic catalog
age Commission on whether a specific use | system. . |
permit is needed for Allen’s request. If it The $36,684 system will require annual maintenance of
is not, he could move forward without re- | $5,194 and allow students to view the course catalog on-
turning to the commission. line in an interactive setting, said Rebecca Bell, dean of

Allen said they are wanting to add community relations and special events.
closed-container drink sales to the offer- Though the course catalog is currently online, it is sim-

- ply a PDF of the paper catalog and not easily navigable for
Ll:eg;bal::jtﬂgzagsg :pl l:g&gr;::nl:_ﬁ;sezﬁlu-l dl students, Bell said. With this new system, students will be

able to sort courses and get up-to-date information without

HOTEL
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increase of about $30,000 in receipts, with
$250,333.89 reported in October. -
If given the final nod by the council,
West said the Hilton Garden Inn would
break ground in the spring and likely take

about 12 months to complete.

In other business:

B An apartment complex that’s being
planned for near Interstate 20 and Terrell
Street received the site plan review approval
it needed by the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission on Tuesday.

The 96-unit complex that will be called
“Playa Del Pueblo” is being funded, in

fee is $10 each week of attendance.
Medicaid and CHIP are accepted.
B Midiand Need to Read has
scheduled tutor training at 1709 W.
Wall St. Prospective tutors can attend

6:30-9 p.m. Tuesday and Jan. 26 or
9:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. Feb. 1. For more
information, call 682-9693.

B Aphasia Center of West Texas'
annual fundraiser, Chocolate Deca-
dence, is 7 p.m. Feb. 9 at Midiand
Center. This year's theme is A Night of
Mystery, Intrigue and Glamour.

To make a reservation, call the cen-
ter at 699-1261 or visit www.Aphasi-
aWTx.org and click CHOCOLATE.

Lake levels report

ary 2011 and 2012
011 2012
OH. vie 2231 17.11
Lake Thomas 574 1.41
Lake Spence 280 04
Note: Spence and Thomas saw
some gains (0.02 and 0.03, respec-

tively) last week.

Delivery

(in gallons)

Midiand: daily average this week
12.464 million

Midiand: daily average last week
9.364 milkon

Odessa: daily average this week
12.188 millon

Source: Colorado River Municipal
Water Distnict

City’s watering

Acoording 10 the city's Drought
Wmnmm
IS
B Odd addresses: beginning 6
p.m. Sundays through 10 a.m. Mon-

days and beginning 6 p.m. Wednes-
days through 10 a.m. Thursdays.

@ Even addresses: beginning 6
p.m. Saturdays through 10 a.m. Sun-
days and beginning 6 p.m. Tuesdays
through 10 a.m. Wednesdays.

it’s your birthday

Megan Rodniguez, of Odessa, s
15.

Matthew Sirgo, of Midland, is 18

as part of our daily presentation on 2A

or 4A_This includes Sunday’s Your City

sechon.
nmmmmmmm.

mﬁmmmmwmd |
resxience.

This will not replace the longer,
more detalled announcements that

run in Sunday’s West Texas Living
section.

Please submit your tem to Editor
Stewart Doreen (sdoreen@mrt.com).
We will run as many items as space
allows.

Nota Bmmwmreseam

Cash Five: 1-18-25-28-37
Mega Millions: 3-15-31-36-53 MB:

27 Megaplier: 2

Today in history

Today is Wednesday, Jan. 18, the
18th day of 2012 Tharomadadws
left in the year.

On this date:

in 1919, the Paris Peace Conler-
ence, held to negotiate peace treaties
ending World War |, opened in Ver-
sailles, France.

In 1943, during World War il, the

Soviets announcedhey had broken

through the long Nazi siege of _
Leningrad. (It was another year belore
the siege was fully ifted.) A wartime
ban on the sale of pre-siiced bread in
the U.S. — aimed at reducing bak-
eries’ demand for metal replacement
parts — wbnt info effect. '

hﬂﬂ Charles Ponzi, engineer of .
one of the most spectacular swindies

mmumn

Brazll, af age 68,
In 1957, a trio of B-52s completed

-J:“:

part, by a Texas Department of Housing
and Community Affairs grant. The Mid-
Development Corp. ap-
plied for the grant to help fill the need for

land Community

affordable housing.

The complex will be open to families
falling below 60 percent of the area’s me-
dian family income. MCDC is working
with San Antonio-based NRP Group on

the project.

In addition to the 96 apartment unats,
the complex also will include a pool and

clubhouse. It will be surrounded by a 6- rule.

foot solid fence.

B A zone change was approved that
would allow for a storage facility on the

TRAVEL

From 1A

for the past three months.
But still, news of the cap-
sized Italian cruise Costa
Concordia didn’t deter
Sauls from her third
voyage.

“It never occurred to
me,” Sauls said when
asked 1if she would cancel
or postpone her trip.
“There’s a lot of concern
and this was a tragedy. But
it certainly was an avoid-
able thing.”

On Tuesday, the New
York Times News Service
reported from Giglio, Italy,
that rescuers pulled five
more bodies from the ship,
bringing the death toll in
the disaster to at least 11.

Officials said the Friday
night accident occurred
when Capt. Francesco
Schettino, 52, allegedly
tried to show off the
gleaming $450 million
vessel to residents of this
1sland off the coast of Tus-
cany, and 1n the process
rnipped a hole in its hull.

Crniminal charges, in-
cluding manslaughter and
abandoning ship, are ex-
pected to be filed in com-
ing days, officials said.

But in Midland, with it
being peak season for
booking cruises, many
local travel agencies said
the crash in Italy hasn’t
halted their bookings and
several customers have
even put down deposits as
of Tuesday for upcoming
trips.

Travel Associates Inter-

national co-owner Kim
Landreth said she hasn't
had any cancellations and
still 1s booking cruises. A
main concern for her
clients just has been their
curiosity and wondering
what’s really happened to
the ship.

This time of the year 1s
the busiest time for travel
agencies with clients who
are trying to book travel
and make vacation plans
for spring break and
summer.

Amera Travel owner
C.W. Porter said he has
been working to put to-
gether several Alaska
cruises for some clients
and that no one has
changed their mind. Since
he’s joined the agency in
2002, he said they’ve only
booked one cruise for one
customer on the Italian
cruiseline because the cus-
tomer specifically asked
for 1t.

Porter himself just came
back from a Carnival
cruise over New Year’s and
plans more. He also
doesn’t think the news
from Italy will have any ef-
fect on his cruise
customers.

“It’s looking pretty
strong for this year. The
numbers (as of Monday)
were off to the best start in
over five years,” he said.
“The outlook for this year
is pretty good in my
opinion.”

Caribbean Sunset
Cruises owner Rick Den-
ham has been a passenger

with an alcoholic content of 17 percent or
less. Alcohol would not be served for on-
premise consumption. Allen said drinks
sold would be closed more securely than a
can of beer like those customers can buy
at the nearby convenience store.

The commission initially voted on the
request, but after a 4-4 tie that city staff
said had to be broken, agreed to table the
issue until the city learns whether the per-
mit would be necessary under the TABC's

Kathleen Thurber can be reached at
kthurber@mrt.com.

on more than 20 cruises
and said he’s only had one
customer voice a concem
since the news of Friday’s
shipwreck broke.

“They were hesitant any-
ways but as soon as they
found out, they asked, ‘Is it
safe?’” he said.

Denham said he had to
reassure them but the rest
of his clients haven’t ex-
pressed any anxiety about
their upcoming tnps.

“Most of our passengers
are people who have been
on a lot of cruises and
pretty much know_what the
routine 1s,” he said.

Even some of the other
travel agents he's talked
with, Denham said, have
had a few customers who
are concerned and many
are hoping that the news
doesn’t discourage people
who are already reluctant
to go.

Still, there are many who
are interested in taking
cruises and looking for-
ward to their travels.

“It’s scary to get on an
airplane. It’s just as scary
to get in your car and drive
to town nowadays. | hope
that I won’t be involved 1n
anything. But I'm 70 years
old; I'm going to enjoy my |
life,” Sauls said.

Audrie Palmer can be
reached at
apalmer@mrt.com.

The New York Times
News Service contributed
to this report.

Wikipedia editors question planned blackout

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Can the world live with-
out Wikipedia for a day? The planned shut-
down of one of the Intemet’s most-visited
sites 1s not sitting well with some of its vol-
unteer editors, who say the protest of anti-
piracy legislation could threaten the

credibilityofﬂicirwork
“My main concern is that it puts

gamzatlonmthcmlcofadvocacy and
{ aslippery slope,” said editor Robert Lawton,

mferﬂmﬂnencyclopechasucktobcmga

islation. But some editors are so uneasy
with the move that they have blacked out
their own user profile pages or resigned
their administrative rights on the site to
protest. Some likened the site’s decision to
fighting censorship with censorship.

One of the site’s own “five pillars™ of con-
duct says that Wikipuiia ‘is written from a
neutral point of view.” The site strives to
'ih “avoid advocacy, and we characterize infor-

“/mation and issues rather than debate them.”
Wikipedia founder Jimmy Wales argues

tent even as it takes public positions on

a Michigan computer consultant who would that the site can maintain neutrality in con- l

| neutral repository of knowledge. “Before
| we know it, we're blacked out because we

want to save the whales.”

Wikipedia will shut down access to its
English-language site for 24 hours begin-
ning at-midnight Eastern Standard Time on
"Tuesday. Instead of encyclopedia articles,
congressional bills and details about how to-

En;hdnnl'-
been blacked out. Wikipedia’s Italian site
h'nﬂymlluumwh-
ternet censorship bill put forward by the “If
Buhnm;mumm'lhebmﬁdmf

reach lawmakers.
It is the first time the

came down once

advance.
The shutdown i
critics who ang

bimwyof

iSsues.

tools for
sites inside the

- thon said. ¢

“The encyclopedia will always be neutral.
The community need not be, not when the
%MEMM"MMM

Wikimedia Foundation, which ad-
ministers the site, announced the blackout
late- Monday, after polling its community of
volunteer contributors and editors and get-

. ting responses from 1,800 of them. The
protest is aimed at the
Act in the House and the
Property Act under consideration in the
Senate.

passed, this legislation will harm the
ﬁummmmmm:ﬂ

Online Piracy
Intellectual

Slm.thefoudn-

having to look through the 100-plus page magazine.

By purchasing a user-friendly online system, Bell said
they will reduce the number of course catalogs printed
each year and use those funds to pay the annual mainte-

nance fee of $5,194.

The program also allows MC future flexibility for link-
ing the course catalog to the online enrollment system,

Bell said.

B Approved the re-appommlent of Mike Black, Linda
Cowden, Joseph de Compiegne, Marie Hall, Richard
McMillan and Terry Wilkinson to the Midland College
Foundation board for the 2012-14 term.

B Approved seven hiring recommendations, including
Jeremy Martinez’s promotion to director of admissions and
recruitment, and three resignations.

@ Heard a report from Tom Corll on the college’s institu-
tional effectiveness and different data tracked by the Texas
Higher Ed coordinating board and other entities.

B Approved the investment report for the quarter ending

Nov. 30.

The board’s next meeting will be at 4 p.m. Feb. 21 in the

Gibson Board Room.

Meredith Moriak can be reached at mmoriak@mrt.com.

Edgar Allan Poe fans:
Last vigil for mystery man

Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Is the

“Poe Toaster” nevermore?
For decades, a mysterni-

| ous man left a three roses

and cognac on Edgar Allan
Poe’s grave to mark the an-
niversary of the writer’s
birth. But after the visitor,
dubbed the “Poe Toaster,”
failed to appear two years
in a row, Poe fans are plan-

| ming one last vigil this

week before calling an end
to the annual Jan. 19
tradition.

The gothic master’s tales
of the macabre still connect
with readers more than 200
years after his birth, includ-
ing his most famous poem,
“The Raven,” and short sto-
nes including “The Tell-
Tale Heart” and ““The Pit
and the Pendulum.” Poe’s
“T'he Murders in the Rue
Morgue” is considered the
first modern detective
story.

Poe House and Museum
Curator Jeft Jerome, who
has kept watch for the “Poe
Toaster” since 1978, be-
lieves that it’s Poe’s suffer-
ing and his lifelong dream
to be a poet that people still
relate to. While the mid-
night tribute has a touch of
the theatrical, it’s also an
honest expression, Jerome
said. Wherever Jerome
travels in the world, he said
when people find out what
he does, they want to know
whether the “Poe Toaster”

isreal. -

“It’s such an innocent,
such a touching tribute,”
Jerome said. “People are so
captivated by the warmth
of the message.”

Poe lived for a time 1n
Baltimore, but died in 1849
at age 40 after collapsing 1n
a tavern during a visit to
the city years later. He was
buried in Westminster Bur-
1al Ground, then moved to
a more prominent spot 1n
the front of the cemetery in
1875. The rose and cognac
tributes of an anonymous
man dressed in black with
a white scarf and wide-
brimmed hat are thought to
date back to at least the
1940s.
~ The vigil inside the for-
mer church is closed to the
public, but over the years, a
crowd has gathered outside
the gates to watch. After .
the “Poe Toaster™ failed to
show in 2010, last year’s
vigil attracted impostors,
including a man who ar-
rived in a limo as well as a
few women.

The visitor has left notes
on occasion. A few indi-
cated that the tradition

to a new generation
after the death of the origi-
nal “Poe Toaster” in the
late 1990s, and some even
mentioned politics and
sports. Those notes make it
even more frustrating for
Jerome that there has been
no message explaining the
absence.

Tuesda
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DA: Homeless killings suspect stalked victims
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By Amy Taxin M family said’ s Moust Rainier pressed disillusionment
AZWCM Press was a trou- Park and died I.IEI became ever darker as
bhdmdhrbmmd Mubﬂodpolicc he struggled to find his
SANTA ANA, Calif. — from Iraq in 2008. across the mountain’s way.
The Iraq War veteran Ocampo was being held in  snow-covefed slopes. After Ocampo was dis-
| would carefull sulkeu:h isolation at an Veterans Affairs officials charged in 2010 and re-
of his victims County jail while say such vio-  turned home, his parepts
ththonnndsofm keep an eye on him 24 lence can an inaccu-  separated. The same
living in Southern Califor- hours a day, officials said. mepictmeofmuning month, one of his friends,
nia. He would then stab If convicted, Ocampo veterans. The cases, how-  a corporal, was killed dur-
.them repeatedly with a faces a minimum sentence  ever, raise the issue of vet-  ing combat in
knife that could cut of life in prison without erans having a difficult Afghanistan. His brother
through bone, authorities  parole. Authorities have time adjusting back into said Ocampo visited his
sa;w yet to decide whether to civilian life. friend’s grave twice a
' his fourth and latest  seek the death penalty. To help, the VA created  week.
victim, they said, Itzcoatl a program to assist veter- Like the men Ocampo is
Ocampo selected a home- ans in adjusting to their accused of preying on, his
less man featured in a Los new lives and avoid re- father is homeless. His fa-
Angeles Times story about  raignment would likely be  peated brushes with the ther lost his job and ended
ill greatly a killing spree that terror- POW since the attor-  |aw. “We’ve seen over and  up living under a bridge
ica’s selidnoe on fossil ized those living on the ney was not allowed inside  over again that once they  before finding shelter in
fuels,” they said. “Until Surnt; for weeks]iad . m&sm“w;‘w acceﬁlthg;c Sew\lffs we glc cab l?: a tl:r;kpn-down*
however Ocampo can help % 1g-rig he is helping repair.
m in” » We noed 10 for more, until he wal:i - and has met with him only spokesman Josh Taylor Days before his arrest,
The report comes in a chased down by by- brwﬂg said. Ocampo visited his father,
time when Obama'’s re-clec- | standers Friday night after ~ Defense attorney Ran- A neighbor who is a warning him of the danger
outlines other measures like  tion hopes likely will hinge | the fatal stabbing of a 64- dall Longwith declmed 0 Vietnam veteran and of being homeless. He
tax reform and regulatory on the economy. It contains | year-old homeless man. comment on the allega- 's father both tried  showed him a picture of
overhaul to Mm' the some red meat both for en- He was caught with blood tions. He said Ocampo 1S to pl.lSh him to get treat- one of the slain men, his
council also recommended  vironmental groups that on his hands and face, au-  D¢ing held in a mental ment at a VA hospital, but  father said.
more leasing and quicker *  have supported him and for | thorities say. - - he refused. His father, “He was very worried
decisions about renewable- industry groups that argue “He was a monster,” Or- IIJM ml;lan:ca?" Refugio Ocampo, smd, his about mc " his father said.
energy projects on federal his administration has made | ange County District At- gﬂ l:ltl;'lm f:j r lto’-ok - son came back from his “I told him, ‘Don’t worry.
lands. it harder to explore and drill | torney Tony Rackauckas like gwillsad. 19 deployment a changed ['m a survivor. Nothing
“The council recognizes  both offshore and on federal | told reporters at a news n:cw_ct Puppy doghe man. He said his son ex- will happen to me.™
ds lands. conference. “He was a ter- . Decchumbef spree ﬁgan
“The Jobs Council has rible threat; particularly to 3 LNMETLINRS, [Ny Give her the
taken a page out of the oil- | the homeless people in our  POlice and acv iy fan ccen
and'gas industry’s play- community.” known as the home to Dis- ROCK she wants
book,” Bill Bush, Ocampo was charged land and multimillion- Lana® -
report, “but, given the cur- spokmna.n for the Ameri- | Tuesday with four counts 53 70 B £ ; for Valentine’s Day'
rent economic situation, we  can Petroleum Institute, the | of murder and special alle- urge R R | o
believe it’s necessary totap  main industry lobbying gations of multiple mur- in groups or in one of twg
Am-lcasassetsmasafc group, said in anemail. | dersand lying in waitand .0, oo chalters.
and responsible manner.” “Now, the administration ‘| use of a y weapon. Ocampo’s arrest Friday
The council, chaired by needs to execute the play.” Three victims were ,  was the latest violent
Jeffrey Immelt, CEO of Bush also repeated API's | stabbed more than 40 - crime involving a veteran.
Fairﬁcld, Conn.-based Gen- recent calls for the Obama times each with a single- This month, an Iraq War
eral Electric Co., also rec- administration to approve edged blade at least 7- veteran fatally shot a
ommended policies that the controversial Keystone inches long.
would: XL tar-sands oil pipeline ~ Authorities declined to °
®m Boost fuel and energy  from Canada to Texasre- | say whether they had iden- Everyth‘n ”Ew YEA n an GMDE s,
efficiency; finenies. Environmentalists tified a motive. Rack- g
B Speed up the approval  ardently oppose it overpol- | auckas said he had no
process for pipelines, trans-  lution and energy-security indication that Ocampo M“St GO' .
mission lines and distribu- COncems. was mentally 1ll. o * . Flrtt Grade throu.nqh
WEEK OF . Pun Bnvironment
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Opinion -

Costa Concordia lesson: Chtvalrjy is dead

B We saw how our society changed
after the “ill-fated” ship’s episode.

hen they make the movie about
Wlhe Costa Concordia, the cruise

ship that grounded off the coast
of Tuscany, there won’t be romantic tales
about 1ts captain. Italjan authorities imme-
diately arrested him (r-n suspicions of
manslaughter and abandoning ship prema-
turely. He might have been the skipper of
the ill-fated vessel in all senses of the
word.

A century ago this spring, as the Titan-
ic entered its death throes and all its
lifeboats had been launched, Capt.
Edward Smith told his crew: “Men, you
have done your full duty. You can do no
more. Now it’s every man for himself.”
One witness recalled seeing him, proba-
bly washed overboard, clutching a child
in the water as the Titanic disappeared. A
member of the crew always believed 1t
was Smith’s voice he heard from the
water after the Titanic was gone, urging
him and others on: “Good boys! Good
lads!”

“Every man for himself” 1s a phrase

RICH
LLOWRY

King Features Syndicate

associated with the deadly Costa Concor-
dia msqwr but not as a last-minute expe-
dient. It‘appears to have been the natural
order of ngs In the words of one news-

r account, “An Australian mother and
K:femmg daughter have described being

pushed aside by hystcncal men as the

tncd to board lifeboats.” If the men of the
Titanic had lived to read such a thing, they
would have recoiled in shame. The Titan-
ic’s crew surely would have thought the
hysterics deserved to be shot on sight —
and would have volunteered to perform
the service.

Women and children were given priorty
in theory but not necessarily in practice.
The Australian mother said of the scene,
“We just couldn’t believe it — especially
the men, they were worse than the

women.” Another female passenger

agreed, “There were big men, crew mem-
pushing their way past us to get into
the lifeboats.” Yet another, a grandmother,

bers,
complained, “I was standing by the

lifeboats and men, big men, were banging

into me and knocking the girls.”
Guys aboard the Costa Concordia

apparently made sure the age of chivalry
was good and dead by pushing it over and

trampling on it in their heedless rush for
grounded cruise ship has its

the exits. The
heroes, of course, just as the Titanic

its cowards. But the discipline of the

Titanic’s crew and the self-enforced
chivalric ethic that prevailed among

men largely trumped the natural urge

toward panicked self-preservation.

Women and children went first, and
once the urgency of the situation became
clear, breaches weren’t tolerated. The
crew fired warning shots to keep men
from rushing the lifeboats. In an instance
Daniel Allen Butler recounts in his book,
“Unsinkable,” a male passenger trying to

make it on one lifeboat was rebuffed
then beaten for his offense.
The survivor statistics tell the tale.

women from third class — deep in the

bowels of the ship, where it was hard to
escape and instructions were vague Or
nonexistent — survived than men from
first class. Almost all of the women from
first class (97 percent) and second class
(84 percent) made it. As Butler notes, the
men from first class who were lost stayed
behind voluntarily, true to their Edwardian
ideals.

They can look faintly ridiculous from
our vantage point. Benjamin Guggenheim
changed into his evening clothes that
night: “We’ve dressed in our best and are
prepared to go down like gentlemen.”
Who would you rather have around your
its wife or daughter, though, when there is
only one slot left on the lifeboat? Old
Guggenheim in his white tie and tails, or
the contemporary slob in his Bermuda
shorts and flip-flops?

The Titanic went down, they say, to the
strains of the hymn “Nearer, My God, to
Thee” as the band courageously played
on. It lent a final grace note to the tragedy.
Today, we don’t do grace notes. We've
gone from “Women and children, first,” to
“Dude, where’s my lifeboat?” As the
women of the Costa Concordia can testify,
that’s a long way down.
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Pioneer’s announcement
shows economy’s strength

has decided to spend $50 million to construct a 250,000-

We couldn’t be more pleased that Pioneer Natural Resources

square-foot, six-story tower at ClayDesta on North Big

Spring Street.

This is positive economic news for our entire city and plays a
role in Midland’s future on so many levels. Not only will the
new structure house the business of Pioneer, but it is an outward
vote of confidence for what Midland is doing and will do down

the road.

Construction will not begin until September or October and 1s
expected to be completed in October 2013. When construction
does get under way, it will be one of the largest projects in the

works 1in Midland.

The new tower also will be accompanied by a three-story park-
ing garage built adjacent to the office building. In addition, the
office space will include a workout facility and a cafetena.

Pioneer says the new building will house 250 to 300 employ-

ees. Pioneer currently employs around 1,000 in the Permian
Basin, and the company also announced that it intends to hire

400 more people this year.

This is economic news of major proportions since it will add

good jobs to Midland’s economy and will strengthen our con-

14

struction base with a $50 million project that comes from private
funds, significantly adding to the city’s tax base. It’s a win-win
project for everyone concerned.

It also means that Pioneer is diverting more and more of its
resources from Gulf of Mexico projects to projects in the Permu-
an Basin. That is a key sign for the progress being made and the
attention the Permian Basin is now getting from the o1l and gas
industry.

We expect this trend to continue well 1nto the future, barmng
undue interference from government regulation and misplaced
priorities. Pioneer’s announcement certainly shows that Midland
Is once again in the growing and expanding mode. No new office
buildings have been built in Midland in the past 30 years,
according to Mayor Wes Perry. However, the recent oil/energy
boom has brought investment in infrastructure from Concho
Resources, Apache, Fasken and now Pioneer.

We love to see companies thrive in our community, and Pio-
neer Natural Resources 1s a prime example of companies on the
move in the Basin. We are glad Pioneer 1s part of our community
and hope this is a partnership that will be extended into the
future.

We welcome Pioneer’s move to expand its operations in Mid-
land and look forward to an invigorated partnership. We wish the
company the best of luck with this endeavor and hope more
companies come to share this same vision.
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magic elixir that instantly can cure what ails
them.

And what is this ailment? It’s the fact that many
Latinos — especially Mexicans and Mexican-
Americans who represent more than two-thirds of
the Hispanic population — consider the GOP to
be hostile to their presence i1n America.

Oh, is that all?

A recent survey by impreMedia and Latino
Decisions found that nearly three out of four Lati-
no voters consider Republicans either indifferent
to Latinos or overtly antagonistic.

We did not get here by accident. Republicans —
in statehouses, in Congress, and on the campaign
trail for president — have gone out of their way to
rattle Latino voters with their immigration views.

[ don’t know which is worse — that presump-
tive GOP presidential nominee Mitt Romney has
been so relentless in alienating Latinos or that his
supporters think so little of this constituency that
they assume Romney could quickly smooth things
over by making Rubio his running mate.

I’'m surprised we’re even discussing it. Rubio
has about the same level of experience to be vice
president that Barack Obama had to be president
— which is very little. And look how well that
turned out. In fact, Republicans are so confident
the country took a wrong turn in electing someone
who was young and inexperienced that now
they’re thinking about putting on the ticket some-
one who is even younger with less experience?

There are even doubts about Rubio’s value to
the ticket. Just because Florida’s junior senator is,
for many Republicans, the most popular Hispanic
since Desi Arnaz got his band together, doesn’t
mean the Cuban-Americans can help Romney and
the Republicans make peace with Hispanics, many
of whom are — according to the survey — not
members of Rubio’s fan club.

Even if Rubio were to become the Republican
vice presidential nominee, only 13 percent of Lati-
nos said it would make them “much more likely”
to vote for the GOP ticket. Only 11 percent would
be “somewhat more likely.” Forty-six percent said
it would have “no effect” on their vote.

Yet, consider this: 10 percent of Latinos said
putting Rubio on the ticket actually would make
them “much less likely” to vote Republican.
That’s a sizable chunk of the electorate to sacrifice
right out of the chute, especially coming from a
constituency that you're trying to attract.

Republicans think that Marco Rubio is a sort of

Rubio doesn’t guarantee anything

® The Flonda senator 1sn’t going to undo
anything done by Republicans at the state
or federal levels and isn’t going to bring
many Hispanic voters into the GOP
column in November.

RUBEN
NAVARRETTE

Washington Post Writers Group

Rubio, the GOP’s rock star, has been in the Sen-
ate, and on the national stage, for just a year. What
could he have done wrong? Quite a bit actually.

He looked craven when he partnered with Rep.
Lamar Smith of Texas in co-sponsoring a bill to
require that all employers use the federal govern-
ment’s E-Vernify program — which 1s supposed to
determine eligible workers by confirming Social
Security numbers — only to have Smith give 1n to
business interests by granting extensions on the
requirement and later proposing additional legisla-
tion to bring in foreign workers.

Rubio looked like a flip-flopper when he came
out in favor of Arizona’s tough immigration law
after he first came out against it, and he loeked
like a lawyer who didn’t know the law when a
string of federal judges struck down portions of
the measure.

He looked cruel when he opposed the DREAM
Act, which would have given the undocumented
legal status if they attended college or joined the
military, and he looked dishonest when he dis-
missed the bill as an amnesty when it’'s a quid
pro quo. |

More recently, he looked silly when he put his
parents on a pedestal by labeling them “exiles™
when actually they came to the United States
before Fidel Castro took power and so they were
immigrants after all.

These are mistakes many Latinos won’t soon
forget.

Rubio likely would do well with Cuban-Amerni-
cans, but Republicans would get most of those
voters anyway. He won’t be as helpful in spread-
ing the GOP’s message among other Latinos, who
could account for as many as 12 million voters in
November, estimates the National Association of
Latino Elected and Appointed Officials.

Those voters likely will include not just Mexi-
can-Americans and Cuban-Americans but also
people who trace their ancestry to Ecuador,
Colombia, Brazil, El Salvador, Puerto Rico, the
Dominican Republic and many other Latin Amerni-

can countries.

Something for Team Romney to keep in mind
as it goes about courting Rubio to bring in the
votes of a group that isn’t particularly fond of
him: Latinos may be international. But they're not
lntcrchangeable
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fnade public Tuesday
shows Capt. Francesco
Schettino resisted orders to
return to his ship to direct
the evacuation, saying it
was too dark and the ship
was tipping perilously.

The exchange came to
light as the death toll nearly
doubled to 11 after divers
pulled the bodies of four
men and a woman, all
wearing life vests, from the
wreckage. Some two dozen
people remain missing.

The Costa Concordia had
more than 4,200 passengers
and crew on board when it
slammed into the reef Fri-
day off the tiny island of
Giglio after Schettino made
an unauthorized maneuver
from the ship’s pro-

grammed course — -
ently to show off the 7u1ury
liner to the island’s
residents.

Schettino has insisted
that he stayed aboard until
the ship was evacuated.
However, the recording of
his conversation with Ital-
1an Coast Guard Capt. Gre-
gorio De Falco makes clear
he fled before all passen-
gers were off — and then
defied De Falco’s
orders to go back.

Falco can be heard shouting

how many people there are.
Is that clear””

But Schettino resisted,
saying the ship was histing
and he was with his sec-

ond-in-command in the

lifeboat.

“I am here with the res-
cue boats. | am here. | am
not going anywhere. I am
here,” he said. “I am here to
coordinate the rescue.”

“What are you coordinat-
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ing there? Go on boand!
Coordinate the rescue from

aboard the ship. Are you re-
refusing, but he still did not

ohe point: “Do
hiudl'k_-dh:.wm'f

**De Faloo sbosted back:

“And so what? You want to
go home, Schettino? It is
dark and you want to go
the Dot nsing the pilor s
der and tell me what can be
dorie, how
there are and their
needs are. Now!”
The exchange also indi-
cates that Schettino did not

know had died,
with D.:mo telling him at
one point: “There are al-
ready bodies now,
Schettino.” '

“How many bodies?”
Schettino asks in a nervous
tone.

“You are the one who has
to tell me how many there
are!” De Falco barks in

respu_ne.
Schettino was finally

lape agreemng

to reboard. But the Coast
Guard has said he never
went back, and police ar-
rested him on land several
hours later.
The audio, first made
available on the website of
the Corriere della Sera

and authenti-
cated by the Coast Guard,
was broadcast throughout
the day on Italian television
to a stunned nation.

Jailed since the accident,
Schettino appeared Tues-
day before a judge in Gros-
seto, where he was

. questioned for thre¢ hours.

of

He attended the Nino Bixio

merchant marine school
near Somrento.
The five bodies discov-

ered Tuesday were adults in

their 50s or 60s, each wear-
ing the orange vests that
passengers use, indicating
they were not crew mem-
bers, said a Coast Guard
spokesman, Cmdr. Filippo
Marini. Their nationalities
were not immediately
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Courtyard by Marriott
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nspires like never

Jerry and Barbara Heil of
White Bear Lake, Minn., as
well as 14 Germans, six

just a foot high, but they
were expected to reach
nearly 6 feet (1.8 meters)
Wednesday, according to
meteorological forecasts.

A Dutch shipwreck sal-
vage firm said it would take
its engineers and divers two
to four weéks to extract the
500,000 gallons of fuel
aboard the ship. The safe
removal of the fuel has be-
come a priority second only
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PERMIAN BASIN

3300 S. FM 1788
Midland, TX 79706
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This is not your average volunteer work. This is the only
civihian unit called to the scene of a crime to support and
help the victim. People.of all ages, races, and walks of
life are welcome to apply. All we require of you is a clear
criminal history and a caring for your Midland neighbors.

Call m for information & application.

(applications must be twrned in no later than January 31st, 2012, by noon. )

An Upscale Resale Boutique

3205 W. Cuthbert, Suite A-4
(next door to Ajuua’s Mexican Restaurant)

Upscale Ladies Clothing, Handbags, Shoes &
Accessories for Discount Prices!

Labels include such names as Chico’s, Talbot’s,
Dillard’s Brands, St. John's, Coach, Cole Haan,
Nine West and Carlisle.

Earned Income Initiative Benefitting

MARC

2701 North A Street, Midland, TX 79705
432.498.8590

SYLVAN (\y BARTLETT

- DO SOMETHING FOR YOURSELF

FOR THE NEW YEAR!

Limited Time Only:
Restylane: $470 per syringe
Botox: $9 per unit
Breast Augmentation: $3,999

WHY SHOULD YOU HAVE

M.D. PA

DR. BARTLETT DO YOUR
BREAST AUGMENTATIONY?
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Store to continue shoe drive beneﬁtlng African families

By Audrie Palmer
Staff Writer

A program started last year to
help families in Africa by col-
lecting used shoes has SO
rewarding one local business
plans-to keep the program going
through the end of the year.

Run This Way store owner
Linda Freeman said since the
shoe drive campaign was
formed in November 2010, her
customers and others have
donated 1,200 shoes. Funds
from the sale of those shoes
have benefited two families in

[t’s been super successful because it hits two things:
recychng and donating. It’s like a double feel good.

Ghana, West Africa, through
the Perpetual Prosperity Pumps
Foundation.

Gently used and new athletic
shoes for adults and soccer cleats
of all sizes have been donated

— Linda Freeman
Run This Way store owner

for the program'.
Once 600 shoes are collected,

they are sent to the foundation
that sells them to vendors in
Ghana.

The money made from the sale

of the footwear 1n Africa is used
to adopt a family and purchase
for them a starter kit consisting
of hens, rabbits, fruit trees,
access to water and a water

pump system, a colonized bee

i
'

'
1
'
'
'

'
'
'
'
t
!
!
f
1
’

Donti Moore., top left. perform
Expression of Freecdom on Mo
the [r Martim Luther King Jr. Birth
day commemorative ¥ ~g_|r.f'” TOP
RIGHT The ey 1)ti Y reene he
ATTE tumi the Rev. James Greene, and
olthers sing f1 Every Voice and

S Jﬁuul Porves Evans, front
et Paster W.C Kenan anga Linda M
Lee mairch with others Mongay in the
Martinn Luther Kino

ance March

VI AT .

day al ‘!

hive and a quarter-acre of inte-
grated vegetable farm.

The money also provides 12
months of agriculture and organ-
ic farming training to the family.

The best part of the program is
it teaches the family members to
raise their own food and helps
them to become independent and
entrepreneurs, Freeman said
when the program kicked off.

At first, Freeman said she had
to store all 600 pairs of shoes at
her home and business until they
could be shipped together.
Because the organization now

Please see SHOES/6B

Vlrtual assistant helps businesses outsource locally

“he term “outsourcing”
may bring to mind
- overseas manufacturers

and call centers sta-

tioned halfway around
the globe, but one Midlander is
trying to give the word a more
local connotation.

Miranda Hocutt, 25, helps keep Texas
business owners afloat from behind her com-
puter as a virtual assistant. She found out
about the position through a news article and
opened up her own virtual assistance and
business services company, Work For Time,

in May 2011.

Hocutt was born and raised in Midland's
“entrepreneurial spinit,” she said. She gradu-
ated from Baylor University in December
2008 with an undergraduate degree in
finance, then received her Master of Busi-
ness Administration from Texas Tech Uni-
versity in May 2010. After working for an
oil and gas company for a year and a half,
she decided to become her own boss.

“I knew 1 wanted to own my own business,

but I didn’t think it’d be this soon,” she said.
“But there’s never going to be a nght time to
take that leap of faith; you've just got to give
it a shot.”

Hocutt works on a contract basis, charg-
ing her clients on an hourly basis for the
time she actively works on projects. She

has enlisted a small team of contract work-
ers in bookkeeping, general administration
and website design for when she needs
assistance.

Most of the communication between
Hocutt and her clients is done through email,
though she tries to meet with them face-to-
face, particularly in the beginning. She tries
to go to at least one networking event each
week to continue promoting the benefits of
having a virtual assistant.

“Some people really have to transition
from having that assistant 1n the office,” she
said. “Some people want that person sitting
there — maybe that’s how they ve always
done it — but a lot of people don’t need it.”

Please see VIRTUAL/4B
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Come See How We Learn On A “Journey of Silence”

~ Observe the Method of Montessori Learning
January 24-26, 2012

Times available from 9-11 a.m.
Please call 699.1665 to reserve a date and time.

2012/2013 Enroliment begins

February 21, 2012
yol age 3 thru Grade 6)

Midland
Montessori
School
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Betty Bzie Hiller

Fort Worth: Betty Elzx
Hiller, 83, passed away Sun-
day, January 15, 2012.

Funeral: 10:30 a.m., Wed-
nesday, at South Hills Baptist

Church, 7350 Granbury
Road, Fort Worth.
Interment: Pecan Wells

Cemetery in Hamilton.
Survivors: Her loving hus-
band of 53 years, G.G. "Jer-
ry" Hiller; sons, Paul and his
wife, Judith, of Austin and
Larry and his wife, Karen, of
Elk City. Ok.; grandchildren,

Nathaniel. Gerald, Everett,
Lawrence. Joshua, Daniel
and Valene; 10 great-

grandchildren; nieces, Loret-
ta Kans and Susan Matthews;
and a host of loving family
and friends.

Arrangements by:
Laurel Land Funeral Home,
7100 Crowley Road,
817-293-1350.

Freddie Adele
Bashaw Utsman

Freddie Adele Bashaw
Utsman, of Midland. passed
away Wednesday. November
16. 2011, while on vacation
in Asheville, NC. She was
born January 21, 1930. mn
Dallas, TX to Nora Adele
Darwin Bashaw and Fred
Bashaw. She received her
Registered Nurse degree
from Chanity Hospital School
of Nursing in New Orleans,
LA in 1951, and began her
career as a surgical nurse at
the V.A. Hospital in Hous-
ton. On January 26, 1957, she
married the love of her life.
John B. Utsman, whom she
met on a blind date. The cou-
ple enjoyed 51 wonderful and
loving years together. During
those S1 years they had two
children. John and Kathleen.

Freddie embarked on a
journey with John, living and
working in vanous Texas
towns. She was the school
nurse in Mission, TX. a sur-
gical nurse in Colorado City,
TX .and worked as a nurse in
Premont, TX. She retired
from the V.A. Hospital In

Big Spring. TX in 1977. Af-

ter relocating to Mdland,
she began a nursing consult-
ing business, serving various

-y 5
b

West Texas counties. In the
carly 1990’s Freddie and her

Adult Day Care in Midland,
whlch stull today

gulest joy of her life -

John and Laurel. Hcr pas-
sions included eating out,
traveling, shopping, and her
beloved pets.

She was preceded in death
by her husband, parents, and
brother, Col. Jack Darwin
Bashaw. Freddie is survived
by her son, John Utsman and
wife, Diane and their chil-
dren, John and Laurel of
Midland,
Kathleen Utsman of Mid-
land, TX; brother-in-law,
William James Utsman and
wife, Danita of Longview,
TX; and several nieces and
nephews. Freddie is also sur-
vived by dear frniend, Ann
Lind, of Irving, TX.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly requests that you plant a
tree, adopt a pet, or take a se-
nior to lunch, in memory of
Freddie. Other suggestions
are memorials to Mission
Center Adult Day Service of
Midland, PetSmart Chanties
Advanced Adoption Center
of Midland, Agape Unlimut-
ed, and the Boy and Gurl
Scouts of America.

A memorial service for
Freddie will be on Fnday,
January 20th at 4:30 p.m., at
Midland Bible Church, 2800
North A Street, Midland,
Texas 79705.

Matthew Don Hyman, 33.
of Midland, passed away
suddenly in his home on Sat-

urday, January 14, 2012
Matt was bomm March 30,
1978, in Kermit, Texas, to

Mike and Susie Hyman, of
Odessa, Texas. He graduated
from Permian High School in
1996. Matt was nominated
for appointment to the United
States Naval Academy by
U. S. Congressman, Henry
Bonilla. He attended the Um-

versity of Texas at Austin
from 1996-1998. He transfer-
red to Angelo State Universi-

ty in 1998, graduating In
2000 with a Bachelor’s of
Science degree In
Kinesiology. Four days after
graduanng he marned the
love of his life, Leslie Reed,
in Runaway Bay, Jamaica.
He held a bnief career in ex-
ercise physiology and cardiac
rehab before embarking on
the journey everyone always
believed was his calling, Law
School. Matt then attended
the Texas Wesleyan School
of Law in Fort Worth, gradu-
ating on the Dean’s List in
2006 with a Junis Doctorate.
He and Leslie moved back to
West Texas in 2006 and Matt

TX; daughter,

Ibcgm
husband founded stswnJ

greatest joys; the birth of his
precious daughter, Marlie, n

November 2008 and his "lit-

| tle man" Holt Matthew 1n

December 2010. In Apnl of
2011, he found his home with
Cotton Bledsoe Tighe and
Dawson, as an Attorney In
the Oil and Gas section. He
was a long time member of
First Baptist Church of Odes-
sa. Matt and his family found

ya new church home at Crest-

view Baptist Church of Mid-
land in November 2011.

Matt was an exceptional
person who had the ability to
do anything he set his mind
to. He loved to play golf, nde
his motorcycle, practice law,
and attend football games
with his dad. Most of all, he
loved his family. His wife,
Leslie, and his children were
his pride and joy. He was a

son and grandson, a
loving husband and father,
and the best brother and
friend anyone could ever
wish for. He will be greatly
missed but never forgotten by
those who knew and loved
him.

The family would like to
give a special thanks to ev-
eryone at Cotton Bledsoe
Tighe and Dawson. He was
with you for a short time, but
you were family and you
made his dream come true.
Also, a special thank you to
Crestview Baptist Church of
Midland and First Baptist
Church of Odessa, for all of
your prayers and support.

Matthew is preceded 1n
death by: his uncle, Dan
Hyman; mother- in-law, Pen-
ny Reed; great-grandmother
and great-grandfather, Ade-
line and Victor Geise; great-
grandmother and  great-
grandfather, Eula and J. D.
Hyman; great-grandmother
and great-grandfather, James
and Maymie Hardaway, and
great-grandmother and great-
grandfather, Margaret and
Ray Couch.

He is survived by his be-
loved wife, Leslie Reed
Hyman and his children,
Marlie, three years old, and
Holt, one year old, of Mid-
land; his parents, Mike and
Susie Hyman, of Odessa; sis-
ter, Brandi Brazell, and her
husband, Joe, and their chil-
dren Reece and Rowan, of
Odessa;  brother,  Jared
Hyman and his daughter,
Madison, of Odessa; brother,
Josh Hyman and fance¢,
Kelly Riffe, of Odessa;

nts, Don and Gail
Hyman, of Monahans; and

nts, Bob and Shir-
ley Hardaway of Monahans;
in-laws, Milton Reed and
Jodi, of Lubbock; brother and
sister-in-law, Stephen and
Dana Reed and their chil-
dren, Braxton Austin, and
Chloe, of Odessa; as well as
numerous aunts, uncles, and
COusIns.

Family will receive friends
on Wednesday, January 18,
2012, at Ellis Funeral Home
of Midland, 801 Andrews
Highway, from 6:00 p.m. -

8:00 p.m. A funeral service 18
planned for Thursday, Janu-
ary 19, 2012, at 10:00 am,
at First Baptist Church of
Odessa, 709 N. Lee Ave.
Pallbearers will be: Josh

Brazell, Stephen Reed, Mi-
chael Nevedomsky, Steve
Becker, Mike Jarldane, and
Chris Becker. Honorary
pallbearers will be: Cotton
Bledsoe Tighe and Dawson
Family.

Condolences may be made
at: www_ellisfunerals.com.

Ellis Funeral Home

Funerals & Cremations

Jared Hyman, Joe -

Landenberger

Robert "Bob"
Landenberger, 88, of Mid-
land, passed away on Mon-
day, January 16, 2012.

Rosary will be held at 6:00
p.m., at Ellis Funeral Home,
with visitation to follow on
Thursday, January 19, 2012.
Funeral mass will be held at
2:00 p.m., on Friday, January
20. 2012, at St. Ann’s Catho-
lic Church, 1906 West Texas
Avenue, Midland, Texas
79701. Interment will follow
the service at Resthaven Me-
monal Park.

Ellis Funeral Home

Funerals & Cremations

801 Andrews Hwy.

(432) 883-3350

.
Heanor Owen

Eleanor Owen Kennedy,
82, of Midland, went to be
with her Lord on January 15,
2012, at home, after a
lengthy time in the hospital.
She was married to Roger B.
Kennedy for 46 years. She

was borm on February 17,

1929, to Ben L. and Eleanor
Beale Owen, in Fort Worth,
Texas. She was employed at
Bass Enterprises for a num-
ber of years and was a devot-
ed wife, mother, and grand-
mother.
Eleanor

was an active

anvary' 19, 2012, a the

iting and playing with her
grandchildren.  Her family
was the joy of her life.

was
death by her parents; her ﬁrst
husband, Bill Garrett; son,
Owen Garrett; her brother,
Benjamin Owen; and two sis-
ters, Rosemary Eden and
Dorothy Denton.

Survivors include her hus-
band; three sons, Steve Gar-
rett, Keith Garrett, and Chnis
Kennedy (Robin); one
daughter, Yvonne Rydeen
(Dan); and six grandchildren,
Josh Rydeen, Ally Rydeen,
Amanda Rydeen, lan Ken-
nedy, Aidan Kennedy, and
Logan Kennedy; as well as a
host of family and friends.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly requests that memorials be
made to The National Osteo-
porosis Foundation, 1150
17th Street NW, Suite 850,
Washington, DC 20036,
httg:ﬂwww .nof.org/.

y welcomed friends
for. visitation on Tuesday,
January 17, 2012, from 6:00
p.m.- 8:00 p.m., at Ellis Fu-
ncral home. A funeral service

s planned for W
January 18, 2012, at 2:
p.m., at the Ellis Funeral
Home Chapel, with Tim
Baugh officiating. Condolen-
ces may be made at:
www.ellisfunerals.com.

Ellis Funeral Home
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Almeron A. 0.
“Tim" Hayes

Almeron A. O. "Tim"
Hayes, 69, of Odessa, passed
away Sunday evening, Janu-
ary 15, 2012, in Odessa.

Survivors include his wife,
Katy Hayes; two daughters,
Lisa Coe (Steve) and Kelli
Stotts (Michael); two
granddaughters, Gabnelle
Henson and Samantha Coe;
and a brother, Robert Hayes.

Graveside service will be
at 1:00 p.m., Thursday, Janu-
ary 19, 2012, at Sunset Me-
morial Gardens.

Funeral arrangements are
under the direction of Sunset
Funeral Home. N
Gordon M. Gaston

Gordon M. Gaston passed
away January 14, 2012.

Survivors include his wife,
Doris; daughter,
"Charle” Scott (Wayne); a
sister-in-law, Dolores Gas-
ton; four grandchildren; five
great grandchildren; meces
and nephews; and beloved
extended family.

A private family graveside
service is pending at Sunset
Memonal Gardens.

Funeral arrangements are
under the direction of Sunset
Funeral Home.

Jimmy A. Balley

Jimmy A. Bailey, 70, of
Big Spring, passed away on
Monday, January 16, 2012,
in Lamesa.

Funeral services will be
held at 3:00 p.m., Thursday,

dren.

Charleen |

Nalley-Rickle & Welch
Rosewood Interment
will follow at ity Memo-
rial Park.

The family will receive

friends from 5:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m., Wednesday, Janu-
ary 18 2012, at the funeral
home.

Survivors include his wife,
Diana Bailey; two sons, Bry-
an Bailey and James Bailey,
one daughter, Kim Rios;
eight grandchildren; one sis-
ter, Frances Overton; and one
brother, Charles Bailey .

Arrangements under the di-
rection of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Cre-

matory of Big Spring.

Karen Hernandez, 55, of

Big Spring, away
Monday, January 16, 2012.
The family welcomed

friends for visitation from
6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m,
Tuesday, at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.

Graveside services will be
at 11:00 am., Wednesday,
January 18, 2012, at Mount
Olive Memorial Park.

Karen is survived by her
husband, Gilbert Hernandez:
one daughter, Laura Trawick;
one son, Larry Ward; mother,
Laura Nichols; three broth-
ers, Dewayne Trawick, Dar-
rell Trawick, and Jimmy
Trawick; one sister, Cathy
Blackmon; and six grandchil-

Arrangements are by
Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.

Linda Tubbs

Linda Tubbs, 69, of Big
Spring, away, Mon-
day, January 16, 2012.

The family will receive
friends from 7:00 p.m. until
8:30 p.m., Wednesday, Janu-
ary 18, 2012, at Myers &
Smith Funerat Home. Funer-
al services will be at 10:00
am., Thursday, Janvary 19,
2012, at Myers & Smith
Chapel. Burnal will be at
Trinity Memonial Park.

Linda is survived by her
husband, Grady Tubbs; one
son, John Tubbs; and one
sister, Lougenia Langdale.

Arrangements  are by

Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.

Mary Ferrell

Mary Ferrell, 74, of Big

Spring, passed away Sun- -

day, January 15, 2012.

The family will receive
friends from 5:30 p.m. untl
6:30 p.m., Wednesday, Janu-
ary 18, 2012, at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home. Funer-
al services will be at 1:00
p.m., Thursday, January 19,
2012, at Myers & Smith
Chapel. Bunal will be at
Trimty Memorial Park.

Mary is survived by two
sons: David Ferrell (Mana)
and Danny Ferrell (Donna);
three daughters: Debbie
McCain (Jimmie), Denise
Ferrell, and Diane Fulton
(Tim); three grandsons; one
granddaughter; two sisters:
Frances Michelle and Jeame
Hart; and one brother: Ron-
nie Riddle (Judy).

Arrangements are by
Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.
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Taste in spirits helps sell taste in clothing

By David Kaplan

Houston Chronicle

Would you like a pair of
pants with that
chardonnay”?

At men’s and women s
clothing stores around
Houston, customers are
being offered free glasses
of whiskey, beer, wine or
champagne. While the
practice has gone on for a

long time, 1t i1s definitely 1n

full bloom here.

Tootsies serves cham-
pagne and cappuccino, for
example, and men’s casual

sportswear retailer Rye
‘51— even the name refers
to alcohol — pours a vari-
ety of whiskeys, including
moonshine.

Boutiques and booze are

a potent mix, retail analysts

say, and as part of an over-
all strategy of providing
exceptional service, alco-
hol can be a sales elixir.

“It’s a slam-dunk way of

standing out,” said Kit
Yarrow, a professor of

business and psychology at

Golden Gate University in
San Francisco. “Done
right, an alcoholic dnnk
offering affects us 1n a

deeply psychological way.”
Noting alcohol has been -
“a proven ally in courtships

of all samts,” she said it’s

tempting to think the alco-
hol 1s mostly about “get-
ting people to loosen their
resolve, but it’s more than
that. It facilitates a type of
social obligation, and that
goes a long way when 1t
comes to sales.”

Having an alcoholic
drink in a store “will defi-
nitely lubricate your credit
card,” said Stuart Rosen-
berg, a r at Houston-
based public relations firm
Studio Communications.

“T m weing more and more

of it

At M Penner, a men’s
clothing store in the
Uptown Park area, “we

have a full bar in the men’'s

suits area,” co-owner
Karen Penner said. If 1t
doesn’t have the specific
brand of liquor or required
ingredicnt the customer
requests, “we’ll say, ‘Sure,
just give me a minute,” and
we'll walk out the back
door and get what ever
they. want at Arturo’s.”
“We dgn’t promote it as
- ‘come and get fn:c drinks
whllc you shop,”” she said.
“It’s about making people
feel like lhcgarc at our
home.” On Saturdays she

serves homemade brownies

from an old family recipe.
Now and then she wor-

- ries a customer might spill

a drink on the clothes, but
it’s only happened once or

twice. Penner said: “It’'s
worth the nsk.”

Serving alcohol 1n a
store serves a variety of
functions, said Howard
Davidowitz, chairman of
Davidowitz & Associates,
a national retail consulting
and investment banking
firm in New York City.

The longer you can get
the customer to stay in the
store, the more likely he or
she will buy, he said,
adding independent retail-
ers look for ways to differ-
entiate themselves, and
often it’s great service.
Three women friends can
go into a fashion boutique,
have a glass of wine and
schmooze with the owner
and their favorite sales
associate, he said. -

“And if a woman goes 1o
shop with her husband, he
can sit in a chair and have
a cappuccino and read-hls
paper. That’s nice.” -

- Laoury shopping
Offering a customer an
alcoholic drink 1s “the way
- of the luxury shopping
world,” said fundraiser
Becca Cason Thrash,
“whether it’s a Cartier or a

Bergdorf Goodman.”

If a retailer has a poten-
tially big spender in the
dressing room, it will offer
something special, a glass
of wine or champagne, and
it serves as a “double
punch,” Thrash said: “It
shows the retailer wants to
take special care of you,
and a more relaxed cus-
tomer is more likely to
spend extravagantly.”

Often the alcohol 1s not
visible in the store, Thrash
said, but 1t’s there.

“It may not be for every
customer, but it’s there for
the special ones,” she said.

For instance, the upscale
Gallena area western wear
store Pinto Ranch offers
beer and wine to its regular
“real good” customers,
store buyer Brian Pansky
said.

Kristi Schiller, a
fundraiser and Pinto Ranch
regular, said when she
shops there, she is offered
wine:

“You buy a pair of
$5,000 boots, and it makes
your foot go in easier.”

Tootsies, a women’s
boutique at West Ave, has
one of the more impressive
bar setups in town: a mar-
ble counterfidyp and flat-

screen TV. Tootsies offers

wine, champagne, cappuc-
cino and other drinks.

“The bar holds an allure

for our shoppers and their
husbands as a place to
gather,” Tootsies owner
Mickey Rosmarin said.
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' Alcoholics Anonymous
bl is a “fellowship of men BANANAGRAMS
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d their which first was published —
e to in 1939.

wner “Alcoholism is an aller-

said.

uction

and women who share
their experience, strength
and hope with each other
that they may solve their
common problem and help
others to recover from
alcoholism,” according to
AA’s official Big Book,

gy of the body and an

obsession of the mind cou-
pled with a spmtual vacu-

um,” said Davis P. “Slowly

" but surely, we get to fill

that spiritual vacuum and
‘start to recover.”

The 12-step spiritual
program, which was
founded in 1935 by Dr.
Bob, a physician from
Akron, Ohio, and by Bill
W., a New York stockbro-

ker, is open to anyone who

has a desire to stop drink-
ing alcohol and lead a
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. There is one letter that when added to all of
"~ the five-letter words below can be used to form
LEVEL new six-letter words. Find the letter that works
for all four words, add it to each word, and then
rearrange each set of letters to form a new word.
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An article entitied “Mid-
land used book store
faces e-reader trends” in
Sunday’s West Texas Liv-
} ing section featuring Miz

B's Used Books should

have stated Words and
~Music (617 E. Ninois Ave.)

is another remaining used

book store in Midiand.
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From 1B puter,” she said. “This type of ;
S ' T work is a perfect fit for me." yo
Ronnie Lynch, who helps busi- About 25 business owners 1n new year
nesses set up a system to accept  Midland and around the state not too €
credit cards'throu_gh EnablcPay, -enlist Hocutt’s help, some using ing to fin
uses Hocutt’s assistance to build her skills to complete daily or claim to |
databases of contacts and compile weekly tasks and others looking Sometims
information to send to clients. for assistance on projects as much tros
| think (virtual assistance) 152 ;,frequently as once a year. ingredien
rcz:nlly“needef:l business, Lyl;l‘:h “I hope the model continues to easy to b
said. "I don 1 need a person grow,” she said. “As technolegy of your re
assistant. We just text, email or - . 921 3 . :
talk on the phone whenever I improves, it’ll just help improve grains —
“eed help.” my business. Hopefully in two the entire
Vinua?ﬁssistants are extremely to three years people won'( have plant and
reliable on technology, and to question what a virtual assis- grain ken
Hocutt rarely is found without her ‘20! 15: L?;ml::;?

iPad or computer nearby In case

dom-

of a business emergency.
“I love working behind a

shiggins @mrt.com.

Sara Higgins can be reached at

Traveling artist shares charms of archaic printing method

By Allan Turner

Houston Chronicle

Over hills, through val-
leys, by interstates and
back roads, Kyle Durre 1s
bringing America yester-
day’s news. At the wheel
of a 30-year-old converted
linen delivery van, she’s a
hot type evangelist, prac-
ticing and sharing the joys
of a form of printing that
has more in common with
Gutenberg than today’s
digital printers.

Since last summer, Dur-
rie, 32, an art school-
trained commercial printer
from Portland, Ore., has
traveled 20,000 miles on
her quest. Packed 1nside
her van, which rnides low
on its springs and gets a
mere eight miles per gal-
lon, are two hand presses
— the oldest dating to the
1870s — and cases filled
with 17 vaneties of mov-

At The Gardens

able lead and wood type.

Durrie recently visited
Houston for a hands-on
demonstration at the Hous-
ton Museum of Printing
History.

Durme admits virtually
instant digital printing 1s
hard to beat for conven-
ience, but the old-fash-
ioned letterpress method
— printing directly from
type after composing
words, letter by letter, in a
hand-held clamp — has its
charm.

“The beauty, in my
opinion, is in the final
product,” she said. “...
Physically, 1t’s a lot
warmer than anything you
can print off a computer.”

Printing museum curator
Amanda Stevenson classed
Dume with a growing num-
ber of young printers who
are reviving the craft —
largely abandoned decades
ago by the printing industry

Monday -

— as a fine art.

“Kyle’s m'oject 1S a sign
of the times,” Stevenson
said. “Letterpress is com-
ing back. It’s becoming
popular with a lot of
young people wanting to
move away from the cold
digital and get their hands
dirty with ink.”

Durrie came to printing
from an art background,
obtaining her bachelor's
degree from Maine’s Bow-
doin College. Her initial
focus was drawing and
printmaking, but about six
years ago she “hit a cre-
ative wall.”

“I moved out to Portland

just for a change of pace,”

she said. “... But I Rad a
hard time finding a job. |
found a letterpress class. |
didn’t know what | was
getting into. ... | think that
at that time | was strug-
gling for a creative way to
work with my hands and

Saturc
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Free Wireless Internet.

Bring in the New year with us and our new Sﬁccials.

$8.50
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203 W. Wall * |

make things without over-
conceptualizing. ... I loved
it from the second I
walked in.”

After training at Seat-
tle’s Pratt Art Institute and
interning with print shops
in Maine and North Car-
olina, Durrie opened her
own business, Power and
Light Press, in Portland.
She printed cards, posters
and wedding invitations,

lots of wedding invitations.

Despite her success, the
self-described “free spint,”
yearned for more. She hat
the road on a summer tour
with her boyfriend’s band.
i musicians could travel
to spread their art, why not

printers?

“I wanted a way to get
back to that sense of dis-
covery and playfulness,”
she said.

The tour began in June,
and has taken her through-
out the nation, visiting
dozens of museums,
schools, galleries, libranes
and other venues.

Sometimes she’s paid;
sometimes she passes the
hat. The journey has been
marked by a series of flats
and blowouts, a brake job
and one new battery. The
printer often sleeps on the
truck, although she occa-
sionally stays with friends
or springs for a hotel.

The tour will end in
Portland in April.

MIDLAND IMAGING CENTER

Varadareddy T. Reddy MD

Board Certified in Radiology
Accredited ly The American College Of Ilulology

432-520-9292

THE GEORGE W.BUSH
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A PRESIDENTIAL SITE

See details in the weekly Puise
section of the MRT or on our
website and facebook pages.

Our bookshelves are also fully stocked and
ready for children of all ages to receive
a free book to call their own.
Come by during our normal business hours
and pick out your book!
Limit 1 book per child/day.
New or gently used book donations
are also welcomed.

Funded by Devon Eﬁerﬂv, Midland College
~Students in Philanthropy and Midland High
School Students in Philanthropy. .

Along the way, she has
shared her craft with a
wide variety of print van
VISILOrS.

The equipment, guaran-
teed to be exotic to anyone
younger than 60, often is
the initial draw. Normally,
Durrie will set her type in
advance, then let the pub-
lic watch — and help —
pull cards, posters or other
projects off the press.

“Kids are surprising,”
she said. “The little kads
seem fearless. They're
ready to get their hands on
the press. Teenagers and
college types, absorbed by
cellphones and computers,
it takes a little longer to
break through to them.”

5001 Andrews Hwy., Midland, TX

10 AM-5 PM Tues-Sat. 2-5 PM Sun
1412 W. Ohio. Midland TX * 432-685-1112

www.bushchildhoodhome.org
fan us on facebook & twitter

FREE reading events for children
are held the Third Thursday
of every month from 4:30-5:30
in our visiter center.
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Usmg whole grains in recipes boosts nutrition

Sometimes it is just too
much trouble. Here is one
ingredient that makes it
easy to boost the nutrition
of your recipes. Whole

grains — which include
the entire seed of a grass
plant and all parts of a
grain kernel — are health-
ier, provide protein, fiber,
vitamins and minerals.

Another bonus to whole
grairfs is there is such a
variety of choices you can
add to your recipes: barley,
whole grain cornmeal,
wheat berries, millet, old-
fashioned or steel cut oats,
quinoa and wild rice. That
means you will not just be
eating breads, you can
enjoy whole grain health
benefits in all categories of
food.

Purchase whole grains
such as brown nice or oat-
meal individually at the
store or look for whole
grain products. You may
have to read a few labels
until they become familiar.
In the list of ingredients, the
words “whole” or “whole

grain” before a grain’s

name will let you know if it

is truly a whole grain. The
Whole Grain Council, a
nonprofit group, designed a
logo that may be printed on
whole grain foods making
them easy to identify. For
more-information on whole
grains as well as additional
recipes, visit the Whole
Grain Council’s website,

1!14mm)mcrm

| ntuothon 1/2 -cup home-

mpou.ndmm
~ timmed and cut into 1 12 -
- _inch pleces '

1/2 teaspoon salt

172 teaspoon freshly grated
orange peel

1/2 teaspoon coarsely
ground black pepper

1/2 teaspoon dried thyme

1/2 cup dried cranberries

Iin 3-quart saucepan, heat
wheat berries and 4 cups
water to boiling over high heat.
Reduce heat to low; cover and
simmer until wheat berries are
firm to the bite but tender
enough to eat, about 50 min-

Meanwhile, in 2-quart
saucepan, prepare brown rice
as label directs, but do not
add butter or salt. While wheat
berries and rice aré cooking,
in 12-inch skillet, heat 2 tea-
spoons olive oil over medium
heat. Add carrots and celery;
cook, stirring occasionally,
until aimost tender, about 10
minutes. Add onion and 1
more teaspoon olive oll; cook,
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Take Along Oatmeal Bars
From “Whole Grains”

1/2 cup sugar

saucepan, heat sugar, butter,
honey and cinnamon to boiling
over medium heat, stirring
constantly. Boil 1 minute, stir-
ring constantly; remove from
heat. Stir in dried fruit. Stir in
remaining ingredients. Press
mixture into pan with back of
wooden spoon. Cool com-
pletely, about 30 minutes.
Store loosely covered at room

temperature.
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Barley & Swiss Chard
Skillet Casserole
From “300 Calorie Meals”

1 cup water

1 cup chopped red bell
pepper
1 cup chopped green bell

pepper
1/2 cup uncooked quick-

cooking bariey
1/8 teaspoon garlic powder

1/8 teaspoon red pepper
flakes

2 cups packed coarsely
chopped Swiss chard

1 cup canned reduced-sodi-

um navy beans, rinsed and
drained
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Psalm 19:1

The heavens declare the glory
of God; the skies proclaim the
work of his hands.

1 icup quartered cherry

tomatoes
~1/2 cup chopped fresh basil

leaves
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