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Jail could reopen in May

Smoke evacuation system is major stumbling block in facility’s rehabilitation

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Howard County coffers will
have to endure the strain of a
closed jail until the first part of
May, according to county com-
missioners, as the court contin-

Commissioners said work on
constructing a standpipe in the
jail to deliver water to firefight-
ers has been completed, leaving
the facility’s inoperable smoke
evacuation system as the only
stumbling block in the way of
having the state reopen the jail.

Commissioner Jerry Kilgore.
“They have 75 days to complete
the project, and we’re 100 per-
cent sure it’s going to work at
this point. Justyas soon as they
have it completed we’ll have
the Texas Commission on Jail
Standards in here and we’ll run

reopened. It’s been a long
process, but that’s just what it’s
taken to get the job done.”

Big Spring Fire Marshal Carl
Condray said the standpipe has
already received approval from
the Jail Commission.

“They’ve looked at it and

do is adjust one_of the valves
and that project will be 100 per-
cent completed.””

The court recently contracted
with Anthony Mechanical to
repair the jail’s smoke evacua-
tion system for approximately
$223,000.

T .

ues the arduous process of
bringing the facility up to state
standards.

Holden
aims ire
at court

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

“This is a joke.”
Those were the parting words from

Howard County Constable Bill Holden as

he left commissioner’s court Monday

morning, fol —

lowing “That doesn’t even

court’s deci

Alon. 2ot 1| GOV what I've

reimburse |

him for | already paid out of

expenses |

incurred since my own pOCke" J

he took office. | can’t see that. | just

ommissi-

oners agreed | can’t see that. This

the county | ”

should budget | IS a joke.

funds for con-

stables to —Cons!able Bl" Holden

acquire the - D

continuing education credits demanded

by the state every two years, estimated at

approximately $295 plus travel expenses.

“That doesn’'t even cover what I've
already paid out of my own pocket,” said
Holden as he stormed out of commis-
sioner’s court. “I can’t see that. I just
can’t see that. This is a joke.”

Holden, a certified peace officer, was
requesting the county pay for decals for
his vehicle, dues for the state’s Justice of
the Peace and Constable Association and
continuing education hours required by
state mandate.

The office of constable, originally used
by local law enforcement to serve war-
rants throughout Howard County, has
fallen into a state of disuse over the past
several decades, according to Sheriff

See CONSTABLE, Page 3A
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“It’s moving along right on
schedule

now,” said toward

the tests; that way we can move
having

the: jail

; HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
Haward County Constable Bill Holden expresses his dismay at county commissioners’ initial decision to
/ not reimburse him for office expenses during Monday's meeting of the court.

given it their approval,” said
Condray. “All they have left to

See JAIL, Page 3A

Coahoma’s
Mayor Read
draws a foe

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Coahoma Mayor Bill
Read won’t go to the polls
in May unopposed after
all, as a retired city of
Coahoma employee filed
to run for the office at the
last minute Monday.

According to city offi-
cials, Billy Sullivan, who
retired as supervisor of
the city’'s water depart-
ment, filed to run for the
mayoral seat on the
Coahoma City Council
before the deadline
Monday afternoon.

Sullivan is the second
challenger to file for a

Coahoma municipal
elected office, as
Coahoma Independent

School District employee
Odis Franklin filed his
candidacy for one of a
pair of at-large seats on
the council last week.

All three incumbents
have filed to run for re-
election in Coahoma
council members David
Elmore and Ricky Stone
and Mayor Read.

See RACE, Page 3A

Demos back off requiring Bush to gain congressional OK

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Demacratic leaders are strip-
ping from a military spend-
ing bill for the war in Iraq a
requirement that President
Bush : gain approval from

after

Congress before moving
against Iran.
House Speaker . Nancy

Pelosi, D-Calif., and other

leaders agreed to remove the earlier

POWWOW SLATED HERE

The third annual Big
Spring Powwow is set this
weekend at the Dorothy
Garrett Coliseum.

The Powwow will feature
a number of vendors and
exhibits, as well as dance
competitions.

The event gets under way at 10 a.m.
Saturday with gourd dancing, fol-
lowed by the grand entry. Admission
to the event is $2 and children under
12 are free. Activities continue at 9:30
a.m. Sunday.

For more information about the
powwow, contact Lesser at 264-8203.

requirement concerning Iran

Democrats as well as other
lawmakers worried about its The
possible impact on Israel,
officials said Monday.

The overall bill — which
requires that the withdrawal
of U.S. combat troops from
Irag by Sept. 1, 2008, if not
— remained on

conservative

measure

money than

COUNCIL MEETS TONIGHT

The Big Spring City Council will
meet this evening, with discussions
surrounding the oversight of econom-
ic development firm Moore
Development topping the agenda. The
topic, which was approached by the
council during its Feb. 27 meeting,
stems from the corporation’s involve-
ment in the renovation of the historic
Settles Hotel, according to city offi-
cials.

The renovations are expected to cost
approximately $12 million, with
Moore Development currently offer-

. ing to provide $3 million.

The meeting is slated for 5:30 p.m.

schedule for an initial test
vote Thursday in the House
Appropriations Committee.

provides
nearly $100 billion to pay for
two wars and includes more
Bush had
requested for operations in
Afghanistan and
Democrats called training
and equipment shortages.

Still, House Republicans said
they wouldn’t support it and
the White House threatened
a veto.

“Republicans will continue
to stand wunited in this
debate, and will oppose
efforts by Democrats to
what undermine the ability of

See DEMOS, Page 3A

BUSH IN GOOD SPIRITS

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Former
President George H.W. Bush was in
good spirits as he gave a speech
Monday night, a day after being over-
come by the sweltering desert heat
and staying overnight at a Southern
California hospital.

Bush, 82, got dizzy and dehydrated
during a Sunday afternoon golf game,
according to Elizabeth Wholihan, a
spokeswoman for Eisenhower Medical
Center in Rancho Mirage.

He stayed overnight at the desert
hospital and was released early
Monday.

Officials said he was doing well.
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Obituaries
Ruby McCluskey Wood

Ruby McCluskey Wood, 82, of Zephyr,
formerly of Big Spring, died Monday,
March 12, 2007, in Comanche. Funeral
services will be at 11 a.m. Wednesday,
March 14, 2007, at Myers & Smith
Chapel with the Rev. Elwin Collom, pas-
tor of Hillcrest Baptist Church, officiat-
ing. Burial will be at Trinity Memorial
Park.

Mrs. Wood was born Sept. 5, 1924, in
Coahoma to Nadine and H. McCluskey.
She lived most of her life in Big Spring. She married
Curtis Wood on Jan. 4,-1961, in Lamesa. They farmed
and ranched in the Lomax Community until 1974
when they moved to Zephyr in Brown County where
they raised cattle. Mr. Wood preceded her in death
Aug. 9, 2006. She had also worked at the school tax
office in Big Spring until retiring. After moving to
Zephyr she worked for the Brown County Appraisal
District.

She is survived by one brother, Neal McCluskey of
Zephyr; one sister, Blanche Becker of Big Spring; and
several nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents and husband, she was pre-
ceded in death by two sisters, Wanda Coonce and
Jessie Minter, and one brother, C. H. McCluskey.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com

Larry Gene Hix

Larry Gene Hix, 59, died Monday, March 12, 2007, at
his home in Wickett.

Services are scheduled for 3 p.m. Wednesday, March
14, 2007, at Harkey Family Funeral Services Chapel
with the Rev. Gordon Cox officiating. Burial will fol-
low at Monahans Memorial Cemetery.

He was born Aug. 30, 1947, in Littlefield. He was an
oilfield driller.

Survivors include his wife, Barbara Hix of Wickett;
three sons, Jimmy Hector of Big Spring, Steve Hector
of Big Spring and Gene Hector of Big Spring; his moth-
er, Bobbie Hix of Monahans; three brothers, Mike Hix
of Monahans, Billy Hix of Andrews and Shawn Hix of
Monahans; four sisters, Virgie Worley of White
Settlement, Diane Derrick of Monahans, Norma Hix of
Monahans and Debbie Hix of Odessa; and eight grand-
children.

Services are under the direction of Harkey Family
Funeral Services.

Arthur Brown

Arthur Brown, 81, of Big Spring died Tuesday,
March 13, 2007, in a local hospital: His services are
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring.

Lottery L

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 4-15-21-25-35.

Number matching five of five: none.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Tuesday night.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 2-16-17-24. Bonus Ball: 5.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball:
none.

Estimated jackpot for Thursday night drawing:
$375,000.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night

by the Texas Lottery, in order: 8-4-5

Take Note

« JIMMY FISHER AND CALCULUS have booked
the Big Spring Memorial Auditorium for 8 p.m.
Saturday, March 24. The band plays a variety of
music, including rock and blues. Tickets will be $20
each.

« IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY CATHOLIC
CHURCH will have Stations of the Cross Friday at 6
p.m. A fish fry will follow in the church hall. Plates
are $5 per adults and $2.50 per child.

« BIG SPRING SYMPHONY CHORUS
REHEARSALS HAVE BEGUN at the first United
Methodist Church upstairs choral rehearsal room.
The rehearals are for the April 21 concert and will fea-
ture spiritual music and Mozart.

* CHRIST COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP IS COL-
LECTING INFANT CAR SEATS AND CARRIERS.
These are given to new mothers who cannot afford
them. To donate your old or new car seats and carri-
ers, call Karen Allen at 263-3517 or leave a message at
Christ Community Fellowship, 263-love. All donations
are appreciated.

* ROAD TO RECOVERY, sponsored by the
American Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive
cancer patients to treatment in Midland. This requires
just a few hours commitment each month. To volun-
teer, or to request a ride for treatment, call Nancy
Koger at 267-7809.

1 Bedroom - $375 + 2 Bedroom - $475 + 3 Bedroom - §575
801 W. Marcy - 432-267-6500

Big Spring, Texas 78720

Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking
& Washer - Dryer Conn. ﬁ
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Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 a.m.

y:

« MIGUEL E. JUAREZ, 18, of 306 Denton, was
arrested Sunday on three local warrants.

« JODY KYLE ROGERS, 47, of 1207 Union, was
arrested Sunday on a parole warrant.

« CHANDRA C. CARPENTER, 18, of 907 E.
Interstate Highway 20, was arrested Sunday on a local
warrant.

« ISMAEL PAREDEZ, 58, of 105 E. 17th Street, was
arrested Sunday on a charge of hindering an officer’s
discharge of official duties.

« JOE LOUIS PAREDEZ, 37, of 1335 Walnut, was
arrested Sunday on a charge of hindering an officer’s
discharge of official duties.

« CHRISTINA MARTINEZ, 24, of 628 Caylor, was
arrested Sunday on a charge of driving while intoxi-
cated.

« MELISSA VELASQUEZ, 42, of 3114 Parkway, was
arrested Monday on five local warrants and two coun-
ty warrants.

« THEFT was reported:

- in the 1100 block of Lamesa.

- in the 900 block of Willia.

. CRIMINAL TRESPASS OF A

" HABITATION/SHELTER CENTER was reported in

the 2600 block of Fairchild.

« CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:

- in the 1600 block of Fifth Street.

- in the 400 block of State.

- in the 1400 block of Tucson.

* BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in the
4800 block of Highway 80.

« ASSAULT WITH INTENT TO CAUSE BODILY
INJURY/FAMILY VIOLENCE was reported in the
600 block of McEwen.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 51 inmates at the time of this report.

« STEVEN KEE WEIMER, 32, was transferred to
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on charges of pos-
session of marijuana - two ounces or less and Fayette
County warrants for probation violation/non-support
and failure to appear/non-support.

+« JODY KYLE ROGERS, 47, was transferred to the
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a parole warrant.

« JUDY ANN CASTILLO, 38, was arrested Monday
by the HCSO on a charge of disorderly conduct.

* CHRISTINA MARTINEZ, 23, was transferred to
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of
driving while intoxicated.

» EPIFANIO JOSE “JOE” GUZMAN, was arrested
Monday by the HCSO on charges of failure to appeex
evading arrest or detention with a vehicle, failure to,
appear - possession of a controlled substance, bonds-
man off bond for evading arrest with a vehicle and
bondsman off bond for possession of a controlled sub-

" Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

* MEDICAL was reported in the 2300 block of Gregg
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

* TRAUMA was reported in the 500 block of W. 17th
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

Support Groups

MONDAY

* Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and
widowers meets the first and third Monday of the
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-
5239.

TUESDAY C

* The National Alliance for the Mentally Il1 (NAMI)
support group meets from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the
Howard County Library, 500 S. Main. Anyone who has
a mental illness or has a friend or family with mental
illness is invited to participate. Call Felicia Talley at
268-3835 for more information.

* Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

* RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic
pain disease), a new support and informative group
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at 264-1213 for more
information.

* Physical Therapy
* Occupational Therapy
* Speech Therapy
Our Therapy Services can help you
or your loved one regain
independence from a hospital stay.
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Bulletin Board

Hyouhwonmforthoﬂulbtlnboord,conuctﬂn
Herald news room at 263-7331 or emall
editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

« The Powwow Committee of Big Spring meets at 7
p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church annex, 809 Scurry,
or the fellowship hall at 810 Scurry. Call Robert
Downing at 263-3255 for information.

WEDNESDAY '
+ Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. 1n the Howard

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. .

« Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at. Scem_c
Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Flt. Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721. ‘

« Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center classroom for Stretch and Tone. Call
268-4721.

« Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room. '

« Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.. .

+ Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. 1n
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY

« Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060
meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.

« Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267-
6479.

+ Citizen’s Police Academy Alumni Association
meets at 5:30 p.m. in the RSVP office at 501 Runnels.

« American Legion Post 506 meets at 6 p.m. Call
263-2084 for more information.

+ Rackley-Swords 379, Vietnam Veterans of
America meets at 7 p.m. in the Sparenburg Building,
309 S. Main St.

« Big Spring Masonic Lodge No. 1340 meets at 7:30
p.m. at 2101 Lancaster.

FRIDAY

» Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9
a.m. until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037
or 267-7281 for more information.

+« AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

« Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in
the Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell
Lane.

+ Spring City Senior_Citizens Center country and
western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. featur-
ing Monroe Casey and the Prowlers. All area seniors
are invited.

SATURDAY

«. Big Spring Shrine Club:-meets at 6:30 p.m. at
Goliad and First streets for a meal-withr a meéting to'
follow,, ; a

+ Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

» Big Spring Squares. Call 267-7043 or 263-6305 for
more information.

Weather

Tonight...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of
showers. Lows in the upper 40s. South winds around
10 mph in the evening becoming light and variable.

Wednesday...Mostly sunny. Warmer. Highs in the
lower 80s. Southwest winds around 10 mph.

Wednesday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the lower
50s. Light and variable winds.

Thursday...Sunny. Highs in the upper 70s. Light and
variable winds becoming northwest 10 to 15 mph in
the afternoon.

Thursday night...Partly cloudy. Lows 42 to 47.

Friday...Partly cloudy. Cooler. Highs in the upper
60s.

Friday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 40s.

Saturday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 70s.

Saturday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows around 50.

Sunday...Mostly cloudy. Highs in the lower 70s.

Sunday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the upper 40s.

Monday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 70s.
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Mother fights doctors’ decision

to end treatment of her baby boy

AUSTIN (AP) — The
mother of a critically ill
baby said she’ll do every-
thing possible to find treat-
ment for her son after a
hospital concluded that
there’s no hope of recovery
for the boy.

The Children’s Hospital
of Austin said Monday that
it will withdraw 16-month-
old Emilio’s respirator in
10 days unless another hos-
pital can be found to take
him.

Catarina Gonzales, 23,
has battled with the hospi-
tal over continuing treat-
ment for her son, who she
said still responds to her.

Doctors say he is
comatose and near death as
a result of Leigh’s disease,
which causes the central
nervous system and mus-
cles to degenerate.

Texas law allows doctors
to end life-sustaining treat-
ment in cases where they
deem the treatment futile
or unethical. But the hospi-
tal must give a family 10
days to seek a transfer once
the decision is made.

“The current aggressive
treatment plan for Emilio
amounts to a nearly con-
stant assault on Emilio’s
fundamental human digni-
ty, and with little, if any,
corresponding benefit to
Emilio,” a hospital ethics
committee wrote in its
report about ending treat-
ment.

Gonzales, of Lockhart,
said she’ll look across state
lines if she must to find
treatment.

“It’s really hard because
you see your son moving,
and you see him opening

his eyes,” Gonzales said.
“He’s fighting. ... If I have
to take him out of state, I
will.”

Michael Regier, general
counsel for the Seton
Family of Hospitals, said
an extensive search for
another treatment provider
has been unsuccessful.

Jerri Ward, Gonzales’
lawyer, said it’s unlikely a
hospital in Texas would
agree to take Emilio.

A hospital ethics commit-
tee reviewed Emilio’s treat-
ment in February and doc-
tors agreed to continue
treatment in case a trans-
fer facility could be located
or he got strong enough to
go home, Regier said.

A second ethics panel
took up the case as the
boy’s conditioned wors-
ened.

STATE
JAIL

Continued from Page 1A

jail,”

The county jail was shut down by
the Jail Commission in November,
after the facility’s smoke evacuation
system failed to meet requirements
during a pair of tests in 2006.

Since the jail’s closure, Howard
County’s inmates have been housed
in other counties, including Dickens,
Glasscock and Lamb counties.

If Anthony Mechanical meets its 75-
day deadline for the smoke evacua-
tion system, Kilgore said the jail
could be reopened as soon as early
May.

“We're hoping to have the jail
reopened just as soon as they are done
(working on the smoke evacuation
system),” said Kilgore. “The 75 days
is calendar days from when the con-
tract was signed (Thursday), so I
expect it will be sometime in late
April or the first of May.”

The court also received encouraging
news about efforts to design and con-
struct a new jail facility within the
county.

“We have begun collecting informa-

sen.”

tion on 13 different sites for a new

said Commissioner Bill

Crooker. “We will complete it and
have it available to the commission-
ers by the end of the week, so they
can review it and familiarize them-
selves with the different sites we're
looking at.”

Crooker said the sites have not yet
been reviewed by the architect in
charge of the project.

“The architect hasn’t looked at any
of these sites yet,” said Crooker. “We
want to refine the list. Based on cer-
tain information, we feel like we can
eliminate a number of them and give
him the final report. That way we can
let him review the sites we’'ve cho-

Commissioners were forced to start
site selection over last month after
the building they were considering —
the old Kmart building at Birdwell
Lane and FM 700 — was optioned by
Trinity Baptist Church. According to
county officials, the price tag on the
structure was approximately $650,000
at that time.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas Jenkins
at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at city-
desk@bigspringherald.com.

CONSTABLE

Continued from Page 1A

Dale Walker.

Commissioners also heard a
request from fellow constable
Mark Winn, who is asking the
court to fund the completion of
his peace officer certification.

“I still have three courses I
need for my peace officer certi-
fication. Two of those I should
be able to pass with a depart-
mental exam since I taught
them several years ago in
Odessa,” said Winn. “I'm still
waiting to find out if the
instructor for the third course
will allow me to take a depart-

mental exam for the course. If
he doesn’t, then I'm still at least
one semester away from com-
pletion of the course.”

Winn told the court he
expects the remainder of his
courses to cost approximately
$600, but could not give the
court a date he expected to have
them completed.

“I can see where the county
would be responsible for the
continuing education classes
the state requires. I can see
that,” said Commissioner Jerry
Kilgore. “However, I can see
where we might be make a bad
precedent if we start paying for
certifications. We don’t pay for
it with the deputies, and I don't

see where we should pay for it
with the constables.”

How long it will take Winn to
get his certification as a Texas
peace officer could spell trouble
for the county, according to
County Attorney Mike Thomas.

“Constables are required to
have their peace officer certifi-
cation completed within 270
days of being elected,” Thomas
told the court. “The letter we've
received from TCLOSE (Texas
Commission on Law
Enforcement Officer Standards)
states Mr. Winn has not
acquired his certification with-
in that period.”

According to commissioners,
Winn has been in office for

more than four years without
certification, a problem Winn
said could be solved by the
court quite easily. -

“If the court were to remove
me from office, then re-assign
me, it would start the 270 days
over again,” Winn told commis-
sioners. “I feel confident I could
get my certification within that
270 day period if that’s what the
court does.”

Thomas said the maneuver
seems too “tricky” for his
tastes.

“I'm not sure what the attor-
ney general would say about
it,” said Thomas. “I’'m just not
comfortable with it.”

While the court made no

motion to approve or deny the
$600 request from Winn, the
local constable said lack of
funding is the entire reason for
his failure to meet the state’s
270-day deadline.

“It all comes down to fund-
ing,” said Winn firmly. “That’s
the reason I'm still not certi-
fied. 1 feel confident the com-
missioners are going to approve
my request.”

Commissioners are expected
to revisit the subject during
their March 26 meeting.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by
e-mail at
citydesk@bigspringherald.com
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RACE

Continued from Page 1A

Sullivan’s last-minute
declaration was the only
one seen in the
Crossroads area Monday.
Bath., Big Spring .and
Stanton made it through

the deadline with no new
filings.

The District 5 seat on
the Big Spring City
Council drew a third can-
didate last week when
financial services profes-
sional Troy Tompkins
filed to run in the May 12
contest.

Tompkins will face for-

mer Big Spring City
Council member Woody
Jumper, who previously
served in District 2, and
local resident David Scott,
who is the manager of
Smith’s Transmissions in
Big Spring.

Distriet ‘5 incumbent
Joann Knox is not"seek-
ing re-election.

The race for the may-
oral seat in Big Spring
stalled at three candidates
last week.

Incumbent Russ
McEwen filed for re-elec-
tion, while challengers
Shannon Thomason and
James “Jim” Hicks' will
try to unseat the long-
time mayor.

While officials in
Coahoma and Big Spring
prepare to hold municipal
elections, it appears
Stanton will make it
through May without
dusting off its ballot
boxes.

Incumbent Stanton City
Council members Steven
Villa and Tommy Hgislip

are the only two candi-
dates to file in the Martin
County seat, eliminating
the need for an election,
according to officials.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ajd.com,

DEMOS

Continued from Page 1A

General (David)
Petraeus and our troops
to achieve victory in the
Global War on Terror,”
Minority Leader John
Boehner, R-Ohio, said in a
statement.

Vice President Dick
Cheney criticized sup-
porters of the bill’'s with-
drawal provisions, declar-
ing in a speech Monday
that they “are telling the
enemy simply to watch
the clock and wait us
out.”

Pelosi issued a written
statement that said the
vice president’s remarks
prove that “the adminis-
tration’s answer to con-
tinuing violence in Iraq is
more troops and more
treasure from the
American people.”

Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, D-Nev., said
in a statement  that
America was less safe
today because of the war.
The president “must
change course, and it's
time for the Senate to
demand he do it,” he
added.

The Iran-related propos-
al stemmed from a desire
to make sure Bush did not
launch an attack without
going to Congress for
approval, but drew oppo-
sition from numerous
members of the rank and
file in a series of closed-
door sessions last week.

Rep. Shelley Berkley, D-
Nev., said in an interview
that there is widespread
fear in Israel about Iran,
which is believed to be
seeking nuclear weapons
and has  expressed
unremitting hostility
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about the Jewish state.

“It would take away per-
haps the most important
negotiating tool that the
U.S. has when it comes to
Iran,” she said of the now-
abandoned provision.

“I didn't think it was a
very wise idea to take
things off the table if
you're trying to get people
to modify their behavior
and normalize it in a civ-
ilized way,” said Rep.
Gary Ackerman, D-N.Y.

Several officials said
there was widespread
opposition to the proposal
at a closed-door meeting
last week of conservative
and moderate Democrats,

who said they feared
tying the hands of the
administration when
dealing with an unpre-
dictable and potentially
hostile regime in Tehran.

Public opinion has
swung the way of
Democrats on the issue of
the war. More than six in
10 Americans think the
conflict was a mistake —
the largest number yet
found in AP-Ipsos polling.

But Democrats have
struggled to find a com-
promise that can satisfy
both liberals who oppose
any funding for the mili-
tary effort and conserva-
tives who do not want to

unduly restrict the com-
mander in chief.

“This supplemental
should be about support-
ing the troops and provid-
ing what they need,” Rep.
Dan Boren, D-Okla., said
Monday upon returning
from Iraq. Boren said he
plans to oppose any legis-
lation setting a clear
deadline for troops to
leave.

In his speech to the
American Israel Public
Affairs Committee,
Cheney chided lawmak-
ers who are pressing for
tougher action on Iran to
oppose -the president on
the Iraq war.

“It is simply not consis-
tent for anyone to demand
aggressive action against
the menace posed by the
Iranian regime while at
the same time acquiesc-
ing in a retreat from Iraq
that would leave our
worst enemies dramati-
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cally emboldened and
Israel’s best friend, the
United States, dangerous
ly weakened,” Cheney
said.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288
Ruby McCluskey
Wood, 82, died Monday.
Funeral Services will be
at 11:00 AM Wednesday
at Myers & Smith
Chapel with burial at
Trinity Memorial Park.
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For those people who want to win the battle
over Acid Reflux Disease. we'd like to say

3ravo.

e area’s only Brav

(C

DIl System In now avallable at
Scenic Mountain Medical Center for the treatment and
diagnosis of Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease (also
called GERD). The new Bravo pill procedure allows you

to monitor your acid levels without the insertion of
tubes or cameras, and without drinking unpleasant barium solution. It's
as simple as wearing a pager and as easy as using a TV remote. Talk to

your doctor or call 432-263-6018 for more information.

8

SCENIC MOUNTAIN

MEDICAL

CENTER

Caring People, Caring for People

432-263-6018

www.smmccares.com
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DITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof: or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government

Jor a redress of grievances.”
-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Bili McClellan
News Editor

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

OuR VIEWS

Powwow will
be a ‘unique’
celebration

ne doesn’t have to “go tribal” to cele-
| brate his or her Native American her-
| itage — something a great many of us
#" can boast. Instead, we can celebrate
our ancestry by taking part in this weekend’s
third annual Big Spring Powwow at the Dorothy
Garrett Coliseum.

The powwow will get under way at 10 a.m.
Saturday with gourd dancing, followed by the
grand entry when all of the event’s dancers will
enter the coliseum floor.

It’s important to note that the weekend powwow
is not a religious event. In fact, it’s simply a cel-
ebration — a social event, if you will — conduct-
ed in the manner Native Americans have always
used to celebrate

“The poww a social event and there is no
Native American re¢ligion involved; there will be
no medicine men ahd no ceremonies,” explained
Randy McKinney, who serves as treasurer of the
pOowwow’s organizZing committee. “A powwow is
rience; the drum alone will lift
your heart and make your feet want to dance.

“Dancing has always been a big part of the
Native American culture, as it has in many cul-
tures,” McKinney added. “Most people think of
war dances or rain dances. However, Native
Americans dance for many reasons — a good
hunt or harvest, marriage or childbirth, or just
for the fun of it. These dances would last for
days.”

But one doesn’t have to be dancing to enjoy the
powwow’s activities. Those interested in attend-
ing merely as spectators will have an opportuni-
ty to experience unique sights and sounds that
are only displayed once a year in Big Spring —
colorful costumes, the drum beats and the vari-
ous dances displayed by the performers.

In addition, numerous vendors will be on hand,
offering many different wares .

A food drive will also be conducted during the
event by powwow organizers. All donated canned
goods will be given to local food banks.

And Sunday, the event will begin with a special
Christian worship service at 9:30 a.m. in the
arena. Following that service, gourd dancing and
the grand entry are scheduled.

Admission to the event is $2 and children under
12 are free.

For more information about the powwow, con-
tact Connie Lesser at 264-8203.

We encourage readers to make the Big Spring
Powwow a part of their activities this weekend.
It’s clearly an affordable entertainment opportu-
nity — one that is singularly unique in our com-
munity. And don’t forget to bring a few non-per-
ishable food items. You'll be glad you did.

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

* Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

« Sign your letter.

« Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street
address for verification purposes.

« We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

« We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per
30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone
number or address will not be considered.

« Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A SMALL PRAYER

, by K. Rae Anderson
: You, Iord, generate excitement in our life.

¢ .’*"L

Amen

OPINION

Complex battle over openness

ese are strange times for
ple who advocate for

open government. On one

hand, technological
changes appear to make informa-
tion about government more easily
available than ever before. We live
in a radically changed media envi-
ronment, in which news about
government misconduct seems to
reach our televisions instanta-
neously. And if we
look around the
world, we see an
extraordinary spread
of laws like the U.S.
Freedom of
Information Act.
Over 70 countries
now have FOI laws,
most adopted in the

\

ALASDAIR

last decade.
And yet we seem to ROBERTS
be more concerned
e a——

with government
secrecy than ever before. Indeed,
some people claim that secrecy
today is the worst in decades. How
can both of these stories be true?

It might help to recognize that
we are in the middle of an
intense, global battle over the
principle of governmental open-
ness. In the heat of battle, there’s
a temptation to employ overheated
rhetoric. The truth is that the idea
of transparency has gained a lot of
ground over the last 20 years. This
is evident in the spread of FOI
laws, and the number of citizens
who say that open government is
an important value.

Nonetheless, there are serious
challenges to openness. One is
executive pushback - the determi-
nation of political leaders to
reverse laws or policies that guar-
antee openness. As pressure for
openness mounts, this countervail-
ing pressure also intensifies. Of
course, we've seen a classic case
of pushback in United States,
where the Bush administration
waged a campaign against open-
ness even before the 9/11 attacks.
The administration tightened
rules governing the Freedom of
Information Act and policies on

promise to introduce a Freedom of
Information Act in 1997, but took
eight years to put it into force.
The new law was in operation for
little more than a year when the
Blair government announced sub-
stantial fee hikes that could gut
the law.

The Indian government also
adopted a Freedom of Information
law in 2005, but within months
senior officials were pushing for
restrictions. A wave of protests —
and hunger strikes — deterred
Indian leaders from introducing
new limits.

Such struggles will continue in
the years ahead. Some advocates
argue that FOI laws eventually
introduce a “culture of openness”
in government — but the evidence
tends to support a more hardhead-
ed view. As a Canadian politician
once sald, the struggle over access
to information is ultimately a
struggle for political power. A
well-organized community of
stakeholders, including journalists
and public interest groups, is
essential to make rules about
openness stick in the long run.

Executive pushback isn’t the
only challenge. The very structure
of government is also being trans-
formed, often in ways that under-
mine openness. One obvious
example is the growing role of
contractors in performing govern-
ment functions. A 2006 study esti-
mated that almost 8 million people
work for federal government con-
tractors — four times the size of
the regular government workforce.
As we've seen in Iraq, contractors
now perform defgnse and intelli-
gence tasks that we once thought
belonged to government alone.

The problem? Most often, con-
tractors aren't affected by FOI
laws, so that internal documents
about the use of money or power
can’t be accessed. Indeed, it may
be difficult to obtain even the con-
tract itself, which explains what
contractors have promised to do,
and how much they will be paid.
Around the world, battles for
access to government contracts

and openness. Less easily seen are
the changes in the defense, intelli-
gence, and policing sectors.
Government agencies in different
states (and different countries) are
linking together more tightly,
forming networks aimed at
improving collective security. This
is an admirable goal. But govern-
ments often agree to information-
sharing agreements that allow
inter-governmental confidentiality
to trump FOI laws. OK as long as
the network performs well — but
bad news when the network fouls
up, and journalists or citizens try
to find out why.

Another subtle but important
change: the growing role of inter-
national organizations. We live in
a globalized economy, superintend-
ed by important institutions such
as the World Trade Organization
(which referees trade disputes),
the International Monetary Fund
(which monitors governments’
economy policies), or the lesser-
known ICANN (which rules the
internet). Decisions made by orga-
nizations such as these affect the
well-being of millions of citizens
— but they are not required to
comply with the transparency
rules that we've imposed on
national, state and local govern-
ments.

Are we making headway on gov-
ernmental transparency? Frankly,
it's too early to tell. The idea of
transparency had gained ground.
But it's not yet clear whether we
will find ways of tailoring open-
ness rules (like FOI laws) to fit
new structures of governance. And
we can expect political leaders to
continue pushing back, especially
as their capacity to control the
outflow of government informa-
tion is challenged more directly.

It’s a long road ahead. But it's a
road we must follow, if we want to
protect the ideal of an open,
vibrant democracy.

Alasdair Roberts is a professor of
public administration at the
Maxwell School of Syracuse
University. His 2006 book, “Blacked

access to presidential records, are commonplace. Out: Government Secrecy in the
among other measures. The structure of government is Information Age,” recently won
However, pushback isn't unique  also being changed in more subtle awards from the National Academy
to the United States. ways. Since 9/11, we've all been of Public Administration and the
The British government led by reminded of the need to make dif- American Society for Public
Tony Blair was elected on a ficult tradeoffs between security Administration. His Web site is
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Rehab works for mockingbird who flew into window

uring the winter
months, we had

noti a songbird
perc atop the
windmills, roofs, and an artifi-
cial owl near the library. From
thosé heights, it could readily
defend its territory.

A cold January
and February had
made the pyra-
cantha and
yaupon berries
essential for sur-
vival. When occa-
sional warm-ups.
oceurred, the

robin-sized bird

would frequent BEBE
the lawns and MCCASLAND
shrubs of the

older homes in

“krrDEE-krrDEE-krrDEE, jeur-"
rdi jeurrdi jeurrdi,” the vocal-
ist would mimic many other
birds. His unique “dance,” or
sidling, was sheer entertain-
ment. The dense live oaks
would be offering protection
for his family-to-be.

Having attracted a female,
the songbird became even
more ardent in thwarting any
competition. From the top of
an elm tree across from the
library, the bird recognized a
threat. Immediately, he
launched himself toward
another male that was drink-

was about two feet from the
intruder when someone opened
the library door. Startled, both

the area. Raising ™====s=ms== birds panicked. As the avian

its wings high above its back,
the bird would try to scare hid-
den insects into coming out of
the grass and bushes.

A year-round attraction for
the slender bird was water.
Almost daily, the same person
came out of the library to tend
flowers in the concrete
planters. Once she went back
inside, there was always a pud-
dle of fresh water. Any other
birds entering its domain
would be quickly chased away.

As the buds on the fruit trees
swelled in announcing the
emergence of spring, the bird
increased his repertoire of
songs. Besides the familiar

invader headed toward the
parking lot, the songbird
slammed into a window.

Inside, several readers heard
the strike against the pane.
Looking outside, they saw a
gray bird lying on its side.
There was no movement.
Noticing the concern on the
people’s faces as they looked
outside, an employee spotted
the songbird.

Grabbing a box and some tis-
sues for a make-shift nest, she
hurried outside. As she placed
the bird inside what she hoped
would be a temporary home,
she tried to control her emo-
tions. A lover of birds, she rec-

ing from that morning’s water-
ing. Plummeting downward, he '

Courtesy photo

Defending its territory and helping to feed the young, the male mockingbird will dive at dogs, cats and people
who come too near to he nest site. In addition to eating holly berries and the fruits of mulberry trees and prick-
ly-pear cactus, the mockingbird tries to frighten insects with an upward display of its wings.

ognized the familiar markings
of a mockingbird. Its distinct
white wing patches, and white
outer tail feathers were beauti-
ful in their simplicity.
“It’s still breathing,” was

hopeful news when we
received the call. Once at the

library, we told the employee
that there was a chance for the
bird to recover. Since it had
not died from a broken neck
on impact, we wanted to keep

it for awhile. Often, birds

strike windows, fly away, only
to die an hour or two later

from internal injuries. Others
recover fully. Later that day
we would know the outcome.
Rather than handling the bird
or exposing it to the curious, ,
the employee had done what is

See BIRD, Page 6A

Parent’s Corner: A convincing argument that old age is a gift

at do you think
/about being old?
4 / As a parent and a

grandparent I have

thought about growing older
but I have also
decided not to let
it bother me.

I was reading
an article a few
days ago about
anpldexmerson.,,
that; was very
convincing that
old age is a gift.
Let me share
some of his com-
ments.

He said, “I am
now, probably for
the first time in my life, the
person I have always wanted

DARRELL
RYAN

to be. Oh, not my body! I some-

time despair over wrinkles and
baggy eyes. And often I am
taken aback by the old person
who lives in my mirror, but I
don’t agonize over those things
for long. I would never trade
my amazing friends, my won-
derful life, my loving family
for less gray in my hair or a
flatter belly. As I'v@ aged, ['ve
become more understanding
with myself and, less, critical.of,
myse{\?.yﬁvg éqgolr;lﬁse\c?mw&ﬁﬂ q{
friend. I don’t chide myself for
eating that extra cookie, or for
not making my bed, or for buy-
ing that silly cement gecko
that I didn’t need, but looks so
avante garde on my patio. I am
entitled to overeat, to be
messy, to be extravagant.

“I have seen too many dear
friends leave this world too

soon; long before they under-
stood the great freedom that
comes with aging. Whose busi-
ness is it if I choose to read
until 4 a.m. and sleep until
noon? I will dance with myself
to those wonderful tunes of the
50s, and if I, at the same time,
wish to weep over a lost love, 1
will. I will walk the beach in a
swim suit that is stretched

ive into the waves with aban-
don if I choose to, despite the
pitying glances from the bikini
set. They, too, will get old. I
know I am sometimes forget-
ful. But there again, some of
life is just as well forgotten
and I eventually remember the
important things.

“Sure, over the years my
heart has been broken. How

_over ab'ﬁ]&i’é}g body, and will

can your heart not break when
you lose a loved one, or when
a child suffers, or even when a
beloved pet gets hit by a car?
But broken hearts give us
strength and understanding
and compassion. A heart never
broken is pristine and sterile
and will never know the joy of
being imperfect.

“I am so blessed to have
lived long enough to haye my
hair turn gray, and to have my
youthful laughs be forever
etched into deep grooves on
my face. So many have never
laughed, and so many have
died before their hair could
turn silver.

“As one gets older, it is easi-
er to be positive. You care less
about what other people think.
I don’t question myself any-

more. I've earned the right to
be wrong.

“So, to answer your question,
I like being old. It has set me
free. I like the person I have
become. I am not going to live
forever, but while I am still
here, I will not waste time
lamenting what could have
been, or worrying about what
will be. And I shall eat dessert
every single day, if I choose,
even if it is sugar free Jell-O!

“I sometimes feel sorry for
the young. They face a far dif
ferent world than I knew grow
ing up, where we feared the
law, respected the old, the flag,
and our country. I never felt
the need to use filthy language
in order to express myself.

See CORNER, Page 6A

is story is really
two stories. It is
about a lonely

whip-poor-will and a
clown. Do you know
what a whip-poor-will
might be? | am sure
you have
heard his
song
before.
Did you
say that a
whip-
poor-will
is a bird?
I thought
you knew
that. |
know that you know
what a clown might
be, too. Have you ever
seen a clown in a cir-
cus? Where else have
you seen a clown?
This clowrris named
Klutsy Clown. He had
wanted to be a clown
all of his life. He
wanted to make chil-
dren and parents
smile, even laugh
sometimes. When he
was just a young

THE SONG OF THE WHIP-POOR-WILL

clown, he couldn't
decide what he want- .
ed his clown face to
look like. Then one
morning as he was out
walking and thinking
about his clown suit,

he heard the song
of the whip-poor-
will. The
whip-poor-will's
song seemed to
sad and lonely, but
Klutsy loved listen-
ing to it. It was
then that he decid-
ed that he would
be a clown with a
sad face, just the
way he imagined the
whip-poor-will's face
might look like.

Soon Klutsy Clown
had his face just the
way he wanted it and
it was a very sad face.
The first thing he did
was go to a birthday
party for a little
girl in his neighbor-
hood.

The little girl would
be five years old

today.

How old are you?
Klutsy Clown would
make this the best
birthday party this lit-
tle girl would ever
have.
Or,
would
he?
Klutsy
Clown
had
every-
thing
he
thought
he
would
need to
make the little girl
smile and be happy.
He had balloons of all
colors. He could twist
and tie the balloons
Into every shape the
little girl would want.
He could even
make the balloons like
like little animals.
But, the little girl was
not happy. She was
not smiling. None of
her friends were smil-
ing either! "What is

wrong?* asked Klutsy.
‘Why won't you smile?*
‘Because you have
such a sad face," she
said. "You should

have a
happy face."
This made
Klutsy Clown
really sad
now, too.
He had only
wanted to
make
everyone
happy with
his sad
clown face.
But, it wasn't
working. What would
he do? He decided to
go for a walk again
and think about what
he could do with his
sad face that would
make children happy.
That's when he heard
it again. The song of
the whip-poor-willl It
was a beautiful song,
but it seemed so sad.
He decided to find the
whip-poor-will and ask
him how he could

sound so sad but also
be a happy bird at the
same time.

The whip-poor-will
was very happy to
help Klutsy. He told
Klutsy that even
though the song he
sang sounded so lone-
ly and sad to people
that it sounded very
happy and cheerful to
the other whip-poor-
wills. It makes all the
other birds happy, tool
It was not a sad song
at alll Then, he told
Klutsy that he should
always wear a happy
face if he wanted to
be a clown and make
people smile.

Klutsy ran home just
as fast as any clown
can run. He quickly
changed his sad face
into a very happy face.
He liked the happy
face much better. So
did all the little girls
and boys in his neigh-
borhood! He was
invited to
all the birthday parties
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after he had changed
his face. Everyone
was

smiling now. Some
were even laughing.
They all loved his bal-
loons, too.

They were all happy.
So was Klutsy!

And remember, the
next time you are out
walking late in the
evening or early in the
morning, listen for the
song of the whip-poor-
will. It may sound so
sad, but it is really a
very happy song. It
even sounds as if he
is saying, "Whip-peor-
willli*

In bird talk, that
could mean, "Good

Night!*
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Texas House to debate bill barring

HPV vaccine requirement

AUSTIN (AP) — Lawmakers have complained for
weeks that they didn’t have an opportunity to weigh in
on Gov. Rick Perry’s anti-cancer vaccine mandate.:

All 150 state representatives will get their chance on
Tuesday, when the Texas House debates a bill that
would keep the human papillomavirus vaccine off the
list of required shots for school attendance.

Both Republicans and Democrats were outraged in
early February when Perry issued an executive order
directing the Texas Health and Human Services
Commission to adopt a rule requiring the vaccine for
girls entering the sixth grade as of September 2008.

The vaccine protects girls against strains of HPV
that cause most cases of cervical cancer.

Judge to arraign accused kidnapper;

infant’s family seeks privacy

LUBBOCK (AP) — A suspected kidnapper was back
in Texas to face federal charges that she snatched a
newborn girl from her mother’s hospital room.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Nancy Koenig was scheduled

STATE/FEATURES

A Texas Department of Public Safety trooper was
tipped to the cockfight Sunday night when he pulled
over a suspected drunken driver who said he had just
been at the event.

Authorities responding to the 10-acre property in
Montgomery County found more than 100 parked cars
and a crowd of people watching cockfights, said
Deputy Don Smith, a livestock officer with the
Montgomery County Precinct 5 Constable’s Office.

Spectators scattered into the surrounding woods or
to their cars, but not all escaped.

Texas House panel approves record voting

AUSTIN (AP) — Texans would be able to see how
their lawmaker votes on state legislation under a pro-
posal approved by a key House committee on Monday.

The House rules already require final votes to be
recorded, but the proposals by Republican Rep. Dan
Branch, of Dallas, would cement the measure in state
law.

“This makes it permanent,” Branch said. “We can’t
pass legislation in this state without voters having a
say in it.”

The legislation still must be approved by the full

to arraign Rayshaun Parson on Tuesday on a kidnap- : House and the Senate before it can become law.

ping charge. The 2l-year-old was being held late
Monday at the Lubbock County Jail for the U.S.
Marshals Service.

As the criminal case moves forward, tiny Mychael
Darthard-Dawodu was back in her mother’s arms, two
days after being found in New Mexico.

Federal authorities alleged that Parson returned to
her Clovis, N.M., home Saturday “in possession of a
baby,” court records show. She had previously told
people there she was pregnant, “but never really was,”
according to an FBI affidavit stating what a woman
who tipped police told them.

Authorities seize 150 birds in

SE Texas cockfighting bust

SPLENDORA (AP) — Authorities seized more than
150 hens and roosters and arrested 25 people for immi-
gration violations during a raid on a suspected cock-
fighting operation northeast of Houston.

Rep. David Swinford, who heads the House State
Affairs Committee, grudgingly voted in favor of the
legislation, calling it “symbolism over substance.”

Gas line accident erupts

in fire in rural Parker County

WEATHERFORD (AP) - A fiery gas line accident in
rural Parker County caused flames to shoot several
hundred feet into the air and burned several nearby
vehicles. There were no injuries.

“When they tapped into this line, it began spewing
and they began running,” Bob Hopkins, a spokesman
for the Weatherford Fire Department.

He said about 15 workers were in the area when a
backhoe hit the gas line. Hopkins said that officials
think just one line was hit, but will not know for sure
until they get a closer look once the fire burns off.

A spokesman for ConocoPhillips said that at about 2
p.m. a third party contractor working in the area hit
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always best. She had
placed the mockingbird
in a quiet, dark, warm
environment.

Some three hours later,
we heard activity from
the box we had placed

CORNER
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And they, too, will grow
old someday.

“For the first time in
my life, I don’t have to
have a reason to do the
things I want to do. If I
want to play games on
the computer all day, lie
on the couch and watch
old movies for hours or
don’t want to go to the
beach or a movie, I have
earned that right. I have
put in my time doing
everything for others, so
now I can be a bit selfish
without feeling guilty. I
haven't failed.

“I now know a thou-
sand things that won't
work, so I am that much
closer to finding what
will. I am grateful to
have been born when I

inside a large cage.
Rested from its
encounter with the win-
dow, the bird discovered
it could leave the box.
Readily, it checked each
roost and the food and
water dishes. In trying to
attack its adversary, the
“mocker” had slowed its
flight enough when it

was, into a Kinder, gen-
tler world. Yes, I like
being old, but I am not
sold on the aches, pains,
and stiff joints! However
the biggest disadvantage
of old age is that you
can't outgrow it.”

Now I can’t argue with
that but I still believe
that even though we may
be getting older on the
outside but we remain
young on the inside! Our
minds still want to run
and play, our bodies just

tried to veer away from
the opening door. It was
obvious that this action
had saved its life.

When the songbird was
releaséd in its
feeding/breeding territo-
ry, it flew into familiar
trees. Recognizing that it
was home, the mocking-
bird sang its entire

ensemble as an
announcement that it
had returned. Once
again, on some moon-
light night, it would
awaken the neighborhood
with its early morning
song.

Bebe McCasland is fed-
erally and state licensed
to rehabilitate wild birds.

don’t want to get around
to it! I know it has been
said that we shouldn’t
resist growing old since
so many are denied the
privilege but it's also
been said that to make a
success of old age you
must start young!
President James
Garfield once said,
“Wrinkles must be writ-
ten upon our brows, how-
ever, let them not be
written upon our hearts.
The spirit should not
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grow old."

I've also discovered
that life is like a roll of
toilet paper; it goes faster
toward the end.

Darrell Ryan in director
of federal programs for
Big Spring Independent
School District.

Amy E. Ree
D-Dls.’ Plc.

their 8-inch line that carried propylene, a type of nat-
ural gas liquid used to produce plastics. He said that
ConocoPhillips has cut off the supply to the line.

Parker County Sheriff Larry Fowler said the acci-
dent happened as some workers were laying a pipeline
in the rural area near Lake Weatherford, about 30
miles west of Fort Worth.

Hopkins said the area where the fire is burning is in
the middle of the Barnett Shale, a large natural gas
field.

At least half-a dozen vehicles were burned and sev-
eral pieces of heavy equipment were in flames or had
been scorched. Some power lines were also destroyed
in the fire, but electricity was later restored, Hopkins
said.

Escaped juvenile inmates

captured in Eagle Pass

EAGLE PASS (AP) — Two inmates discovered miss-
ing from a West Texas youth prison overnight were
captured Monday in Eagle Pass after a woman saw
them in a convenience store and thought they looked
suspicious, authorities said.

Coke County Sheriff Rick Styles said the woman
thought the two were illegal immigrants and called the
Maverick County Sheriff's Office, which arrested
them.

Styles said he expected the two to be returned to
Bronte in a few days. He said the two allegedly stole a
pickup in Bronte and left it in Eagle Pass.

Two other inmates at the Texas Youth Commission’s
Coke County Juvenile Justice Center were found hid-
ing in the attic after staff were told that a vent had fall-
en out of the ceiling, said TYC spokesman Jim Hurley.
Another inmate said insulation had fallen on his face.

Investigators searched both inside and outside the
facility. No breach had been found in the perimeter
fence, he said.

The 17- and-18-year-old missing inmates, both
Hispanic males, were not imprisoned for violent
crimes, Hurley said.

The facility in Bronte drew attention last week after
a convicted sex offender was fired from his post as a
correctional officer.
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Conradt resigns from Texas

By JIM VERTUNO

AP Sports Writer

AUSTIN — After 38 seasons,
900 victories, a national champi-
onship and a pioneering role in
shaping women’s basketball,
Texas coach Jody Conradt decid-
ed it was time to retire.

The 65-year-old Hall of Fame
coached - ended ' her career
Monday night with her surprise
announcement she is stepping
down to let someone else lead the
Longhorns program after miss-
ing the NCAA tournament for
the second straight season.

“We were capable of beating
anyone (and) there were times
we were not so good,” a tearful
Conradt said at a news confer-
ence.

Her team went 18-14 this season
with several quality wins, but
finished well back in the Big 12
after a late swoon.

“This is a young team, one that
will be back and one that will be
very good in the future,” she
said. “It’s not acceptable for me
and it’s not acceptable for the
University of Texas not to be in
the NCAA tournament two years
in arow.”

Conradt had barely announced
her decision when her peers
acknowledged her impact on the
game. Conradt’s teams were a
fixture in the tournament for
decades and once dominated the
women'’s basketball landscape.

Tennessee’s Pat Summitt, the
only Division I coach with more
victories, said Conradt called her
Monday with the news. She
called Conradt a mentor and
noted she took her share of loss
es against Texas.

“She’s been a great friend of
mine, a mentor, and we're going

to miss her. But she’s left her

players could go the length of the

MCT photo/Sharon Stelnman/Fort Worth Star Telegram
Texas head coach Jody Conradt is stone faced as her bench celebrates a three-point shot in the first half of their
Women's Big 12 Championship semifinal game. Conradt announced her retirement on Monday after the Lady
Longhorns failed to make the NCAA tournament for the second straight year.

Austin and won her only nation-

footprints all over the game and
all over a lot of us coaches,”
Summitt said.

When Conradt won her first
game as a coach at Sam Houston
State in 1969, women played six-

court. She was a physical educa-
tion teacher who was not paid to
coach.

When she resigned, she had
two years left on a contract that
paid her $540,500 a year.

al championship in 1986. She
won career victory No. 900 just
last week.

Texas lost five in a row in
February and went into the Big

on-six basketball and only two

MCT photo/Erich Schiegel/Dallas Moring News
Texas A&M players Joseph Jones (30) and Josh Carter (23) show they can play defense as

well as anyone In the country. In the NCAA tournament thelr defensive pressure could allow

them to make a deep run into into the tournament.

Conradt spent 31 seasons in See HORNS, Page 2B

Aggies sweat

out No.

By CHRIS'DUNCAN
AP Sports Writer

COLLEGE STATION
The Texas A&M Aggies
had a long wait to find
out where they would be
seeded in the NCAA tour-
nament that included an
alarming double-take.

The Aggies (25-6) earned
the last No. 3 seed in the
tournament on Sunday
and will play Ivy League
champion Pennsylvania
(20-8) in Lexington, Ky.,
on Thursday.

Like last season, when
they earned their first
NCAA berth since 1987,
the Aggies gathered in a
banquet room in Reed
Arena with about 350 fans
to watch the pairings on
television.

This time, one of the
first teams announced
was Southland
Conference champion
Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi, which earned a
No. 15 seed and will face
No. 2 seed Wisconsin in
Chicago on Friday.

3 seed

When the sister school’s
name flashed on the
screen, the Aggies and
most of the people in the
room had a moment of
heart-stopping angst
before realizing that was
n't them. After a tense
few seconds, the room
erupted in laughter.

“When I first saw that
‘Texas A&M,’ I thought it
was us until I saw that
Corpus Christi on the
side,” said leading scorer
Acie Law IV. “Then, I
was like, ‘OK, OK, OK."”

Otherwise, the Aggies
had a much more relaxed
wait this year.

A No. 12 seed last year,
A&M spent this entire
season in the Top 25.
Their 25 regular-season
and 13 Big 12 victories
were both the highest
totals in school history.

“We played really good
basketball for 31 games,”
said coach Billy Gillispie.
“It was not always perfect
and I don’'t think we

See A&M, Page 2B

Warriors stop Mavericks

By GREG BEACHAM

AP Sports Writer

OAKLAND, Calif.
The Dallas Mavericks’
17-game winning streak
ended with a thud.

Make that a series of
thuds, from every one of
their missed shots and
turnovers.

Dirk Nowitzki even got
embarrassed enough to
draw a technical foul
while sitting on the
bench — yet when his
head finally cooled, he
realized the Mavs can
draw motivation and
maturity from this loss.

After all, it's only their
third in three months.

Mickael Pietrus scored
20 points as the

Warriors emphatically
snapped the seventh-
longest streak in NBA
history, dominating the
league leaders through-
out a 117-100 victory
Monday night.

For at least one night,
the Warriors were far
better than the NBA's
best team. The blowout
«win was a stunner for
both Golden State and
the Mavericks (52-10),
who hadn’t lost since
Jan. 25 at Chicago.

“They came out swing-
ing, and we were never
ready for the attack,”
said Nowitzki, who
scored just 13 points on
3-of-11 shooting, made
seven turnovers. “We

were backpedaling all
game long. We were just
never really ready to
play. That's something
we've got to learn from
if we want to do any-
thing this year in the
postseason.”

Dallas beat the Los
Angeles Lakers by 36
points Sunday night to
improve to 38-2 since
Dec. 11, but that team
never showed up in
Oakland. The Mavs
floundered offensively
and played awful
defense against the
Warriors' up-tempo
offense, falling behind
by 17 in the first half

See MAVS, page 28
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Houston Rockets.

Leandro Barbosa matched his
career best with his second 32-point
performance in three games and
the Phoenix Suns improved to 10-1
since the All-Star break with a 103-
82 rout of Houston on Monday

night.

“I've never seen anybody as fast
as this kid,” the Rockets' Tracy
McGrady said. “He's unbelievable.
He's really Speedy Gonzalez out
there. He's playing out of his mind

right now.”

Shawn Marion had 14 points, 15
rebounds, three blocked shots and
two steals for the Suns, who beat
Houston for the sixth time in a row,

third this season.

With Dallas losing at Golden State

PHOENIX - 'l‘he “Brazilian blur”
keeps making his case for the
NBA's sixth man of the year award.
He'll get no argument from the

ble figures.

seasons.

Suns coach Mike D'Antoni wasn't
around to see the end of his 200th
NBA career victory. He drew two
quick technicals from referee Ron
Olesiak with 5:28 left in the third
quarter for his first ejection in two

“We were friends at halftime,”
D'Antoni joked. “I don't know what
happened. The relationship just
went downhill in the second half. 1
just said a couple of things I
shouldn't have said. He should
have tossed me. It happens. We're

SPORTS

Suns rip Rockets in the desert

on Monday, Phoenix is 3 1/2 games
behind the Mavericks for best
record in the NBA. The Suns, who
completed a 5-0 homestand, play at
Dallas on Wednesday night.
Phoenix had been winning ugly,
but not in this one, taking control
early, then turning the game into a
blowout in the fourth quarter.
Boris Diaw added 15 points for the
Suns, who had six players in dou-

McGrady, defended by Marion
most of the night, scored 19 on just
8-for-28 shooting.

“I was trying to be in his face as
much as possible,” Marion said,
“contest every shot he got and try
not to give him any easy baskets,
and I did a good job of that.”

Yao Ming, who scored 37 in a
horhe victory over Orlando on
Sunday, had his usual difficult

night against the Suns' fast-paced

said.

style. The big center scored 10
points but made only 1-of-9 shots in
30 frustrating minutes.

In a 2-minute, 37-second stretch of
the fourth quarter, Yao had consec-
utive shots blocked by Kurt
Thomas, was called for a three-sec-
ond violation twice and was whis-
tled for two offensive fouls. He
dejectedly went to the bench for
good with 7 minutes to play.

“They made it very hard on Yao,”
Houston coach Jeff Van Gundy
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12 tournament having lost
six of its last seven con-
ference games. The
Longhorns won their first
tournament game in
Oklahoma City, but then
lost to No. 9 Oklahoma on

Wednesday.
“It's a winning busi-

ness. Losing is not accept-
able,” Conradt said when
she addressed the media
with her players immedi-
ately after the NCAA
tournament
were announced and her
team was not included.

“The easiest thing to
change is the leadership,”
she said.

Conradt fought back
tears several times dur-
ing the news conference.
Her players stood off to
the side, many of them
sobbing and hugging.

selections

HERALD

“What she’s done for the
game is so important.
She’ s a legend, a pio-
neer,” senior Tiffany
Jackson said, “I don’t
think anyone saw it com-
mg ”

Conradt most recently
reached the Final Four in
2003 and with top recruits
coming in, the Longhorns
seemed ready to stay
among the national elite
for some time.

But the program went
on a slow decline instead.
Although Texas finished
first and second in the
Big 12 the next two sea-
sons, the Longhorns were
eliminated from the
NCAA tournament in the
round of 16 in 2004; the
second round in 2005; and
fell to 13-15 overall last
season when injuries,
immaturity and inexperi-
ence disrupted one of the
top recruiting classes in
the country.
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and 29 in the third quar-
ter.

Jason Terry scored 16
points, but the defending
Western Conference
champions never were
competitive in their
fourth straight loss to the
Warriors. Nowitzki was
furious when he left the
game, but had a little per-
spective afterward.

The Mavericks are the
first club in NBA history
with three winning
streaks of 12 games or
longer in the same sea-
son, but they’ll have to
start another one
Wednesday night in a
showdown with Phoenix,
which also won 17
straight earlier this year.

all kids out there.”
“We weren’t here
tonight,” coach Avery

Johnson said. “We just
didn’t have it. We got out-
played and worked and
hustled, but our guys are
professional. They don’t
have many nights like
this, so we’ll bounce back.
.. This leaves a bad taste
in our mouth. We don’t
like to play like this.”
Don Nelson, the
Mavericks’ longtime
coach in his first season
back with Golden State,
has won his first two
matchups with Johnson,
his former protege.
Nelson cooked up an
impressive game plan for
Dallas, doubling Nowitzki
to key the defense that

forced Dallas’ 23
turnovers and erratic
shooting.

Eight players scored at
least eight points for

Golden State, including 16
apiece from Stephen
Jackson, Al Harrington,
Andris Biedrins and
Jason Richardson.

“It was a combination of
everything,” Nelson said.
“It was just time.
Seventeen is enough. We
just happened to be the

lucky guys.”
The Warriors improba-
bly have been the

Mavericks’ toughest regu-
lar-season opponent
recently, and they played
perhaps their best game
of the season while win-
ning for the fourth time
in five games overall to
stay in the playoff race
despite their 30-36 record.

Baron Davis, who sat
out the Warriors’ lacklus-
ter loss at Portland on
Sunday night to rest his
surgically repaired left
knee, had nine points and

seven assists as the
Warriors improved to 4-0
with Davis, Richardson,
Biedrins, Harrington and
Jackson in the starting
lineup.

“This is a huge win for
us,” Davis said. “They’re
coming in (with) a streak
of 17 games in a row, and
they were looking invin-
cible- The fact that we
came out and played at a
high level really, really
gave us a lot of confi-
dence. ... We’'ll definitely
be in the playoffs if we
continue play like
this.” /m

Golden State scored the
game'’s first eight points,
and it never got much bet-
ter for the Mavs, who
were dull and disorga-
nized throughout the final
three quarters. Nowitzki
went scoreless in the sec-
ond quarter, and Dallas

Continuéd from 18~
reached our peak yet.”

The Aggies won 18 of
their last 21 games before
losing to Oklahoma State
in the quarterfinals of the
Big 12 tournament on
Friday. The loss might’'ve
cost A&M a No. 2 seed,
but Gillispie didn’t seem
to care on Sunday.

“I didn’t care what seed
we were,” Gillispie said.
“We're happy with the
seed we got. If you're in
the tournament, you
should be extremely
happy.”

The Aggies are 4-8 in
the NCAA tournament.
They made their deepest
run in 1980, beating
Bradley and North
Carolina to reach the
Sweet 16 before losing to
eventual national champi-
on Louisville.

If they beat Penn, the
Aggies could face
Louisville again, and the
Cardinals would have a
significant close-to-home
advantage. Louisville is
only an hour’s drive from

Lexington, where
Cardinals’ coach Rick
Pitino used to coach
Kentucky.

If the Aggies can get
through the first two
rounds, they would play
close to home, aiming for
their first Final Four at
the South regional in San
Antonio.

“That would be big,”
said Law. “I don’t want to
git here and we’'re over-
looking our first two
opponents. But if we get
the opportunity to play in
San Antonio, that's going
to be huge for us.”

Last yeéapr, Gillispie
nearly broke down in
tears when the Aggies’

was announced.

year, he and the

took it in stride,

and clapping but

hardly showing the emo-
tion they did last season.

Gillispie, finishing his
third season, said on
Sunday the team was

more thrilled than it

appeamd
“YOQM_

thing for grant e he

said. “Our guys are total

ly excited. They do have
some experience in the

_ : t and_.that's
going to bode well for us.”
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com
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AMENDMENT

PROPOSITION 1 (SJR 13)

SJR 13 would amend the Constitu-
tion to authorize the legislature to
adjust the public school ad valorem
tax or tax rates for taxpayers who
are aged 65 or older, or are dis-
abled, and who are owners of an
exempted homestead. The amend-
ment would thereby allow the leg-
islature to provide tax relief to such
elderly or disabled taxpayers who
did not receive tax relief as a result
of the school tax rate reduction
passed in the 79th Legislature, 3rd
called session.

The proposed amendment will ap-
pear on the ballot as follows: “The
constitutional amendment author-
1zing the legislature to provide for
a reduction of the limitation on the
total amount of ad valorem taxes
that may be imposed for public
school purposes on the residence
homesteads of the elderly or dis-
abled to reflect any reduction in the
rate of those taxes for the 2006 and
2007 tax years.”

Published by Secretary of State Roger Williams

gave up runs of 11-0 and
10-4 while falling behind
62-45 late in the first half.

Nowitzki became visi-
bly frustrated in the third
quarter, flattening Davis
for .an offensive foul
before comically swatting
a loose ball out of a cam-
eraman’s hands in his

fury. Johnson removed
him from the game while
Harrington hit a free
throw to put Golden State
ahead by 23.

Two possessions later,
Nowitzki was whistled for
a technical foul for chirp-
ing from his seat on the
Mavs’ bench.

" Vicki Slaton

Slaton Insurance Agency

A8 FARMERS®
AFFINITY DISCOUNT ON AUTO INS.

For Educators, Engineers, Firefighters,
Law Enforcement Officers,
Physicians and Scientists #

(432) 267-2398

West dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

EAST
®— ¢AK 108
9107652 83
®J863 ®1074
#J1095 $A842

SOUTH
€)]976432
YAQ4
®95
&6

The bidding:

West North  East South

Pass 1¢ Pass e

Pass INT Pass 4¢

Opening lead — jack of clubs.
Many players seem to regard the

trump coup as beyond their capabili-

ties, but there is really no good rea-
son for this. In most cases where the
coup can be utilized, declarer leams
fairly carly in the play that the
trumps are stacked against him, and
all he has to do is to take a few basic
steps to overcome the bad break.
Here is a typical case. West lcads

a club against four spades, and East

takes dummy’s queen with the ace

Tomorrow: The slam-doubling convention.
€2007 King Features Syndicate Inc

By Steve Becker

Forewarned Is Forearmed

e |
and retumns a club. Declarer has no|
need for a discard and also wants to
initiate the trumps by leading one
from his hand, so he ruffs the club.

When he next plays a low spade |
to the queen and West shows out, |
South must find a way to limit East
to two trump tricks. The only way
this can be done is by means of a
trump coup.

So when East takes the queen of
spades with the king and retumns a
club, South ruffs. This is in accor-
dance with the basic principle that to
execule a trump coup, you must
reduce your own trump length to tha(
of your opponent.

Declarer then leads a low heart lO'
the jack and returns a trump. Let’ s‘
say East takes the ace — his play|
doesn’t really matter — and retum.s’
still another club. \

Again South ruffs. This reduces
his trump holding to the J-9, which
are comfortably ensconced over
East’s 10-8.

The coup is now ready to be exe-
cuted. South overtakes the queen of
hearts with dummy’s king and cashes
the A-K-Q of diamonds, dlscardmg
his ace of hearts. Dummy’s last two
cards are a heart and a diamond, and
when declarer leads one of them,
East’s trumps are couped.

Voted “Best Roofing Co." in Reader's Uhﬂl(}e 2005
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Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout
plans available. No interest or

carrying charges. $50.00 down.
The Little Red Ban across from

Mt. Olive Cemetery.
432-264-7722.
DIRECT CREMATION

$695.00. Monarch Cremation
Society. Pre-need or at need.
Little Red Barn across from Mt.
Olive Cemetery. 432-714-4808.

SAVE $$$$$$ on monuments/
markers. We deliver to all
cemeteries. Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments.
432-264-7722.

. 805 !gEASTEﬂN

Act now for career training from
Southeastern Career Institute -
Midland.

' CAREER INSTITUTE
Midland Campus

-

Help Wanted

CLASS B Mixer truck driver
needed, $12.00 per hour. Call
(817)517-7000.

Train in:

* Computer Business Systems

* Dental Assistant
* Medical Assistant
* Medical Office Specialist
1-800-497-1557
www.scinow6.com
4320 W. lllinois Avenue,

Suite A, Midland, TX 79703

NOW HIRING
COMMERCIAL
CONSTRUCTION
JOB SUPERINTENDENT
must be professional and

experienced in all phases of

construction.

Drug test, pre-employment

physical and travel required.

Mail resume to:
GENERAL
SUPERINTENDENT
PO BOX 60708
MIDLAND, TX 79711

Help Wanted
aﬁ}ucmmm

_ Senvices
NE‘ED AN experienced

HVACR technician for the Big
Spring area. Refrigeration and
lce Machine experience a plus.
Willing to pay top dollar for the
right person. Guaranteed work,
benefits package, sick leave,
paid vacation, 401K and profit
sharing. For confidential con-
sideration please call
888-229-1757 and ask for Tony
Cary.

Help Wanted

O startek

Now hiring
English & Bilingual
Customer Care
Representative.
StarTek is offering Great NEW
pay rates and benefits.
Come by
501 Birdwell Lane, Suite 30
or call 432-264-2700

COME JOIN our friendly team
at Kate's Fina Mart. Good
benefits. Now hiring full & part
time. Apply at 1100 N. Lamesa
Hwy.

Help Wanted
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
Needed. Must have the follow-
ing skills: Organization, multi
tasking, typing accuracy- not

speed, phone etiquette, some
computer knowledge. Salary
contingent on skills. Great
Benefits. Drug Free Facility.
Must be Bandable. Resumes
taken at: Workforce Network,
Big Spring, 310 Owens.

AVON WANTS YOu!mm

6 Immediate openings in this
area. For a limited time- no
start up fee. Up to 50% com-
mission and great benefits.
Call  432-270-2125  (Inde-
pendent rep)

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract:$1.58 Per Day

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

w—————|

S A

AIR CONDITIONING AUTO CARE AUTO PARTS BED LINERS CARPET CONCRETE

AIR-HEAT-ICE
Servicing all Makes and Models
RESIDENTIAL AND

COMMERCIAL
Leran Warren

NATE Certified Service Techniclan
Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

G & M Auto Care

Locally Owned
& Operated
Service 1972

263-1091 °

George & Mary
900 E 3rd St. Big Spring

A Modern Auto Dismantler
§ Since 1947

* 14 Acres of dismantied vehicles
sq ft. of Warehouse storage
)ecialize in late model quality auto

%oreogn and domestic parts for cars,
trucks, mini-vans, 4x4 and sports
utility vehicles

Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wivday 8 a.m.-12 p.m. SAT
1511 Hwy 350+(432) 263-5000

CONCRETE

C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N . HWY 87
432-263-3600 3

¥/ Rhino Linings

THe SPRAYED-ON Liner’

Teal Carpets MARQUEZ
* Ceramic Tile FENCE Cl(l)'
* Laminate Qf féﬁ‘éﬁi
* W_OOd tile fence
* Vinyl . & repairs.
* Carpet Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.
We ":“ T Free Estimates
carpet supplies Benny Marquez-Owner
2810L 700 2“‘...' 267-5714

CONCRETE m ESTATE SALES FENCES FENCES

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
)% SIDEWALKS
— BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

621 Sgt. Paredez

All Types Concrete Work

m Block & Brick Repair

Trenching & Tractor Service

Campbell Concrete
Contractors

Call-Tommy Campbell

Concrete Contractor

(432) 466-0623 2006 Runnels
(432) 935-3644 Big Spring, TX 79720

HEATING & AC

HEATING & AC

& NURSERY

We do Dirt
Work,
Brush Hog,
Backhoe, -

Bulldozing, Smdll
Grubbing Jobs and Will
Clear Lots.

432-756-3444

{"DECKER'S FARM SUPPLY

VICTORIA'S ESTATE
MANAGEMENT
SERVICES

Bonded
206 S. Main St
Big Spring, Texas
(432) 264-8048
vdahmer@suddenlinkmail.com

%€ Vicki Dahmer
Anna Briscoe i

(432) 816-5988

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

H
Finest In ,Ii
Fencing

I
aAnpaee
Wood & %‘{ g1t

Chainlink 135

Free Estlmatés

432-267-3349

.TAL CEDAR
DOG KENNELS

ORNAMENTAL

RON

B & M Fence Co.

COMMERCIAL  RESIDENTIAL
GET OUR PRICE & COMPARE
FREE ESTIMATES
ROBERT MARQUEZ
263-1613 ¢
1-800-626-1389
10068 Lamess Bwry. * Big Spring

HOME IMPROVEMENT X HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Air Conditioning, Heating &
Ice Machines

and models!

Cell: (432) 279-0501
24 Neur Service
TACLA26711R

Cressroad Refrigeration

We service all makes

:

JOHNSONAC,
HEATING & SHEET METAL

« Servicing all heaters
central & wall
* Duct work - all sheet metal work
* Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating
Parts & Filters, Belts

1408 E. 4ch 263-2980

SUBSCRIPTION JANITORIAL LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE NAIL SALON PEST CONTROL

New home Construction *
Room Additions
Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing
Ceramic Tile » Installation &
Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home

Call 263-8285

Gibbs Remodeling

DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS
Home Repair « Carpentry
Sheet Work
Repaired/Replaced
Kitchen & Bath
BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD 267-5811

HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES
Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

> Day & Day
2" Builders
Custom Building + Remodeling * Roofing
Tile * Garage Doors * Cabinets
Vinyl Siding
D. W. Day (432) 457-2289
Cell (432) 270-8783
Dennis Day (432) 816-5080

Box 266
108 West 7th
Forsan, TX 79733

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE PAPER

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

All your plumbing needs
Commerical
& Residential

b

¢ Licensed

* Bonded

* Insured
M-373

: : | WESTERN
BRE‘imf-EZ CLEANING Tree Trlmmlng MOW]NG, ALLEYS Pf(l sna Na“ alﬂll SOU:l-{l PEgT
I TILLING, TREE TRIMMING ; \F CONTROL
SERVICE Roto-Tilling LIGHT HAULING .)t’f
Chimneys, Carpets, Air Ducts, , CALL Pedicurs: $31:08 Since 1954
Maids, Make Ready’s And More. & et curé: " 432-263-6514
row omeingsocwy | | HYdro-Seeding 267-5460 et 11
Products, Stun Guns, Mace, Refill: $13.99 & up 2008 Birdwell Lane
Alarms & Much More. Call Gary Lee 81;-5#150 SPECIAL Max F. Moore
Solar Nails: $29.00
432-353-4849 432-264-0299 Scoggin Lawn Service | LG LRI e
Sewing Machine TRADING POST
COMPANY g . Gy e < L
Trumdpmdnm since |868! uy * BUY-SELL-TRADE * <] Lowsst Prices
Home, cleaning, vitamins, 433-297-2088 Steve + Appliances  + Jewelry Clayton Roofing
personal & more. gg“”’ * Storages i . . of Big Spring, Snyder, Colorado City
: mmercial Buildings Clothing Collectibles "9
Call: For rent/sale REPAIR AND SERVICE | | . 1,  Fumniture FREE ESTIMATES
An;enue Holmes ALL MAKES & MODELS  Kitchenware  + Electronics Ricky Clayton

independent Associate ID #357960 ::::‘ :::: E 11th (432) 935-6380 STE3 Bus.! 328-573-2218

' All Work Guaranteed 432-2641892 | | Cei: 325-388-1458

ROOFING

- ROOFING
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!

[ JOHNNY FLORES

el ]
TAX SERVICES TREE TRIMMING

FAST CASH

On Income Tax Refund
Refund Loan Within 24 Frs.'

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump
grinder available.
For Tree Trimming
and removal.

Call
Lupe Villalpando
432-268-8406

WINDOW TINT

AKER V
PRODUCTIONS ’
MAKING MEMORIES LAST

C & D Truck
Accessories
2708 N. HWY 87
432-263-3600 '

Solar Gaurd
Window Tint
5 year limited
warranty
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_looking for a Collector. Salary Avg. Pay $20/ hour or insurance. LOVESEAT New $549. NEW Gregg Street, for lease, excel- Real E:
DOE. Qualified candidates including  Federal Come in and apply at: LEATHER SOFA - & bntmbramodmldom‘r ownEn T

should apply in person at 501 Benefits and OT. Paid training, GENESIS CRUDE OIL LOVESEAT Lifetime warranty. or lab available, also have in;b - —
Birdwell #17, Big Spring. EOE.  vacations. PT/FT. 4017 S. County RD 1283 $869. 432-349-7945. vidual offices starting @ $250. - "n; our
1-800-584-1775 Ext. 6901 Odessa, TX. 79765 per month with bills paid. C?)l: all (432) 26
t as-  USWA. Office: 432-561-8223 NEW BEDROOM SET _______ (432)770-5656 SMALL Pi
sy Siiling VO ‘Shias for Sy Monday th Fida 5 | (432)617-0038. Broker/ Owner SMALL ~ P2
i 1 s ot sion. Start immediatel T STATE LICENSED y thru y 5 pieces. Still in boxes. Sell sale. 5 mil
Applicants must have location. mmediately, no JOURNEYMEN 8am-5pm $550. DINING ROOM SET Ta- Spring & 1
2 Sponoe vpens g ELECTRICIANS and ble, chairs. New and boxed. Coahoma. C
. ' 267-3944 EXT 510. HELPERS Sacrifice $475. Can deliver. 1812 . 3 bedroom, 1 or Tex
be willing to relocate to | 1-800-267- ‘ Local y Seeks Quali- RO e Whils  432:349.70468. bath, CH/A, 1224 sq. ft. Close (432)263-871
Texas Hill Country, South |  EVENING DISHWASHER su- fied applicants for LOCAL male ™ mixed breed pup. 12 . : 1o Goliad school. Covered patio SOLFTAIRE
and Central Texas. pervisor. Apply in person 2401 work. Paid holidays, Vacation eeks Call 264-0210, leave [ACCIRSCICIERISIGRENIE and yard. $44,900. No Owner now opened
Competitive pay and S. Gregg. Good pay to the right and Sick Time. Weekends Off. aesa00, Finance. Call (432)264-8983, tall ‘sales |
bonus program. person. All interested applicants, (432)263-0118. 3408 East
CALL: 210-863-1885 o please phone (432)263-3939. FOUND ON Princeton, Pom- ANP 55227577 I 3 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick by and loc
or email: = JANCWOR'A(':' POS A NC0°‘:°" TexaStone Quarries is hiring eranian. Call 264-1665 to iden- N Homes. No Down Payment. homed co.d
alanb@supersfoods.com " Lome Th°”‘s’":’mt¥ A?n?r. full time laborers to work in the tify. South Plains Apts Owner Financing. Bad Credit rect 0
‘ Apply at The Salvation Army, yant and also in the quarry. ‘)) OK. 6 Month warranty. 432-263-860

BABY-SITTER NEEDED from 811 West 5th, Monday -Friday, LOST MALE black Labrador Irms §

Monday-Friday between 8:00
and 5:30 hours vary. Prefer
person with  transportation.
Must be very reliable & certified
a plus. Only Serious inquired
apply. Call (432)264-0433
leave message.

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:

* Painters

Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy.,
and pickup an application. No
phone calls please.

COME JOIN our friendly team
at Park's Convenience Center.
Good benefits. Now hiring full
& part time. Apply at 311
Gregg St.

CUSTOMER SERVICE Rep
needed for local insurance of-
fice. Must be willing to get in-
surance license. Bilingual a
plus. Salary depends on expe-
rience. Come by 205 W. 15th
to pick up application.

DATA ENTRY! Work from
anywhere. Flexible hours. Per-
sonal computer required. Ex-
cellent career opportunity
1-800-344-9636 ext. 10 (void in

pA

Delivery Drivers needed!

Earn CASH Daily

Drivers Avg. $14-$18 per hour
18 yrs and older

Full and Part time openings
Day Shifts & Night

Shifts available

Flexible schedules

Experience not necessary
Senior citizens & students en-
couraged to apply.
2111 Gregg St.

Or Email
cassie@clearwire.net

DO you want a CAREER
in which you may retire
after 20 years of service?
Join our team
at the City of Big Spring
Apply for these positions today:
Police Officers Cert, & Non
Waste Water Treatment Plant
Operator

Jailer
We offer EXCELLENT
BENEFITS
Including 100% paid
Employee Health Insurance.
Inquire to:
Human Resources
City of Big Spring, Texas
Phone: 432-264-2346
Fax: (432)264-2387
For more details go to
www.Ci.big-spring.tx.us
EOE
VAN DRIVER - part time. Apply
at Jack & Jill Child Care, 1708
Nolan

resume:

9:00-3:00.

MY LOSS may be your gain. |
am moving and must leave this
wonderful practice. If you have
a can do attitude, a good
sense. of humor, enjoy a busy
atmosphere and  providing
quality service to the public, we
should talk. Fax your resume to
432-267-3581.

NEED BOB Tail/ Transport
Driver for fuel deliveries. Excel-
lent starting pay with benefits.
Must have CDL & good driving
record. Come by 1st & John-
son, Park Fuels, Big Spring.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

P.H.I.C. - John Deere Dealer of
Big Spring, TX in need of Serv-
ice Technicians. Pay is based
on exp. Fax resume: Atftn:
Justin Parker, Serv.,, Mngr.
(432)267-2757 or call
(432)263-8344  Benefits In-
clude: Health Ins., 401K; Pd.
Vacation

PARTS AGENT. Parts order-
ing for heavy equipment and
inventory organization. Com-
puter skills required. Compe-
tetive salary & benefits. Fax re-
sume to Price Construction
432-267-1694. Eoe.

PAY ROLL Position. Daily im
port, data imports, weekly pay-
roll reporting, government com-
pliance reporting. Competetive
salary & benefits. Fax resume
to Price Construction
432-267-1694. Eoe

PHAT JOBS
Large Organization Looking for
18-23 people. Full Time Travel.
All  Major Shopping Meccas
Visited. Fun, Fast Past, Highly
Motivated Sales Team. Repre-
senting Today's Hottest Publi-
cations. Paid Daily. Must be 18
or Older. Must Be Able to Start
Today. Call 866-745-3172

PIZZA INN
NOW HIRING FOR ALL POSI-
TIONS. APPLY IN PERSON
AT 1702 GREGG. NO PHONE
CALLS.

POLLARD CHEVROLET s
taking applications for Body
shop repair/ technician. Experi-
ence required. Must have on
tools. Benefits: Health & Life in-
surance, 401(k). Apply to
Bob Keleman at 1501 East 4th
St. No Phone Calls.

POLLARD CHEVROLET is
seeking a Finance & Insurance
Sales person. Sales experi-
ence required. Benefits, 401K,
Health Ins.. Apply in person at
1501 East 4th.

S$400 70 $1,000 PROFIT PER MONTH

« Stanton,

Benefits available. Apply in
person 1400 Sherrod Road,
Garden City or call
432-354-2569.

THE MARTIN County Hospital
District of Stanton is seeking a
FULL TIME NURSE FOR A
RURAL HEALTH CLINIC.
Please contact Paul McKinney,
CEO at 610 N. Saint Peter,
Texas or Call
(432)756-3345. ext. 225.

THE MARTIN County Hospital
District is seeking Registered
Nurses, for full-time day posi-
tions. Please contact Rance
Ramsey, DON at 610 N. Saint
Peter, Stanton, Texas or
(432)756-3345 ext. 228.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store.
Benefits include paid vacation,
retirement & health insurance.
Requirements are back ground
check, drug screening, good
driving record and be at least
21 years old. Starting pay
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg.
WE PAY for experience. Moth-
ers and grandmothers - you
can make a difference in the
life of a child at Jack & Jill Child
Care. Work 6:00 a.m. Apply
1708 Nolan.

LNLSIS

QRCIL.).

We are currently seeking
drivers for the
Lamesa, Ackerly area.
We offer Excellent Pay,
Quarterly and Annual bonus.
A $1,500.00 sign on bonus.
We also offer paid holidays,
paid vacation, 401k,

Retriever wearing a blue collar
in the vicinity of East Moss
Lake Road. Please call

432-517-0413.

Miscellaneous

A KING PILLOWTOP Mattress
Set. Must Sell $249. Brand
New still in Plastic. Full Factory
Warranty. NASA MEMORY
FOAM Mattress Set. Sacrifice
$350.00. New in plastic.
432-349-4043.

Air SLEEP NUMBER type mat-
tress set, select individual com-
fort level New from factory,
warranty, $799.

WOOD/IRON pub table, chairs,
baker's rack. FLOOR MODEL
$599. 806-549-3110.

BRAND NEW Queen pillow top
mattress set. In wrapper. War-
ranty. Must Move. Sacrifice
$175.00. NEW  CHERRY
Sleigh bed $259.00. Midland.
Call 432-349-4043.

BRAND NEW. Sofa/llove/chair
3-pc table set, microfiber. Must
sell quickly, $799.00.

BOMAY CHEST and wall mir-
ror, marble top, DISTRIBUTOR
OVERSTOCK, $399.00
806-549-3110.

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches,
Candelabras and florals. FREE
DELIVERY. Call Grishams
(432)267-8191.

FRESH BUFFALO Meat better
than beef. Choose from
Steaks, hamburger meat, roast
and etc. Call (432)263-8785.

FRESH CROP of pecans.
$2.00 a Ib., Sheued $5.00 a Ib.
Call (432)263-8785.

EMclency. 1 & 2

New Appliances &
Fixtures
R Dish Network w/300+
N Channels Incl 34 Latino §
Hi-speed Wireless  §
Internet
\ Picnic/BBQ Area \
N New Laundry & Vending
3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432) 714-4840

v, s AL s

$393/MO! buy a three bed-
room, 2 bath! 5% down, 20
years, 8% APR. For listings
800-544-6258 ext F086.

1204 LANCASTER. 2 bdr.-
ibath. $435 mo./ $200 dep.
Call 263-1792 or 816-9984.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom , Homes.
Pool, 24 hour maintenance,
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-
frigerator,  dishwasher, fur-
nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
tions. (432)263-3461 -Tom.

CONVENIENCE STORE for
lease in Big Spring. Great op-
portunity. Call (325)658-7521.

GARAGE APARTMENT, 305G

8th Street ---- pletely
furnishe: kitchen
and batf® ust have refer-

ences. Call (432)263-1281.

538 Westover

naHERAL

SPRING

BARCELONA APARTMENTS
’299 MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP. 1

ALL BILLS PAID
263-1252
Jousing Accistence Accopted

Call Maria (432)263-3461.

2106 JOHNSON - Owner fi-
nance with 10% down, P & |
Payment $400.00, 15 years
pay off. Interior freshly painted,
Beautiful Hardwood Floors,
New vinyl in kitchen, Separate
Din. Room, Central HeaVAir,
Exterior Care free siding, 2
Storage building, Attached Ga-
rage w/opener. Drive by and
look inside. Joe Lopez Broker
Owner Cell (325)721-1162, Of-
fice (325)673-8100.

803 E. 15th., 2 Bedroom, 1
bath w/garage & carport. Up-
dated Bath. No owner finance.
$25,000. Call (432)816-1107 or
264-0051.

A SPACIOUS Foreclosure!
$49,487! 3 Bedroom, 2 bath!
For listing Call 800-544-6258
ext F906.

BY OWNER: 2307 Brent Drive,
4 Bedroom, 2 bath, sunroom,
inground pool, 3 car detached
garage with shop. 2181 sq. ft.
Asking  $159,000.00. Call
(432)268-9436.

BY OWNER: 603 Avondale.
Ranch style 4 bedroom, 2 bath,
2 car garage. Large family
room with vaulted ceiling and
fans. Wood floors and tile
throughout the house. New
paint inside and out. Great
patio area and deck above
Shop, carport, greenhouse and
garden spot, sprinkler system.
Call (432)267-6885 or
559-8491.

1-866-265-4104

710 Scurry - PO Box 1431 - Big Spring, TX 79721 - (43 -7331 - Fax 432-264-
Name
Address
City State Zip.
Telephone Date:

Write one word on each

CLASSIFIED AD

line:

$16.50

Start Date

__Five Consecutive Days $25.75
___Three Weeks $64.50 __ Four weeks $75.00 __Garage Sales (3 days) $16.75

Up to 25 words: __Sunday Only $19.50 __One weekday only $12.25 __Two Consecutive Days
__Three Consecutive days $20.25 __Four Consecutive Days $23.50
__Six Consecutive Days $27.00

Each add'l word 20-cents per word per day.

Enhancements Price per word for entire run: __Bolding $1.00 __Centering $1.00 __Italics $1.00
Price for entire run: ___Blind Box $10 ___Photo $4.00 __Graphics $1.00 __ Logos $1.00

Prices Include place: 'ent on internet at www.bigspringherald.com

Classification:

__Two weeks $51.00

DEADLINES:

Thurs. for Fri.

12 noon Fri. for Sunday; 4:15 Fri.
|for Monday; 12 noon Mon. for
Tues; 12 noon Tues. for Wed.; 12
noon Wed. for Thurs.; 12 noon

CLASSIFICATIONS:

Announcements; Business Opportunity; Cemetery Lots; Financial:
|Garage Sales; Help Wanted; Instruction; Items for Sale; Jobs
Wanted; Lost and Found; Miscellaneous.; Mobile Homes; National
Ads; On the Farm; Pets; Public Notice; Real Estate for Rent; Real
Estate for Sale; Services Offered; Vehicles; Legals

__Cash __soney Order

__Check
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down. Four to choose from.
Call (432) 264-9907.

SMALL PARTIAL land for
sale. 5 miles south of Big
Spring & 1 1/2 miles west of
Coahoma. Owner will Finance
or Texas Veterans.
(432)263-8785.

SOLITAIRE OF Big Spring has
now opened a factory direct re-
tail sales center located at
3408 East 11th Place. Come
by and look at our model
homes on display at factory di-
rect prices. Phone
432-263-8605. Open Monday
thru Saturday 9-6. RBI 34612
Factory Tours
Available by Appointment

TWO HOUSES on 1 lot located
at 2001 Johnson and 304 E.
20th. Both 2 bdr, 1 bath, with a
2 car garage. One house is
currently rented, 2nd has been
remodeled and is move in
ready. $51,900 for both.
(432)263-8005.

"MOBILE HOME, 2 year old
doublewide, great area, car-
port. Excellent condition!
Owner transferring, priced for
quick sale! Serious inquires
only! Assumable Loan.
(432)213-3235, (432)213-0917.

Services Offered

RON'S HANDYMAN Roof Re-
pair, don't replace it, fix it. 17
years exp. Please leave mes-
sage if no
(432)935-9486 or email:
edwawB@aol.com

answer

Vehicles

2000

Sll. Loaded w/dual electric sun-
roofs. 5400 miles. Niagara
grey. $15,000.00. Call
(432)267-1953, 270-0348.

2000 SR5 Toyota 4 Runner
SUV. $10K. Black with gray
leather. One Owner, 67,000
miles. Very Nice Condition. Call
(432)213-1642.

2001 FORD Expedition. Black
with leather interior, tented win-
dows, 20 inch custom wheels,
75,000 miles. Asking $13,000.
Call (432)267-7603.

2003 DODGE Ram. 2500 Hemi
Quad Cab, Short-wide-bed,
28K miles, great condition, dual
exhaust with mac air induction
and computer progammer.
$17,995. Call 432-935-3196.

2005 GMC Yukon XL; leather
w/front heated seats. White.
48600 miles. $27,000.00. Call
(432)267-1953, 270-0348.

2006 TOYOTA Avalon. Loaded
w/leather & sunroof. Black.
13,500 miles. $26,500.00. Call
(432)267-1953, 270-0348.
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Several New 2006 Models
i To Choose From

Huge Discounts!
Bob Brock Ford

500 W, 4th 267-7424

$500! Chevys from $500! Buy
police impounds! For Listings
800-544-1092 Ext. A106.

02 CHRYSLER PT Dream
Cruiser Limited, Gold, all op-
tions. EX cond., 65k miles,
$9300. Call (432)263-2898.

Discover Another
World,

Read!

You never know
what you
might find.

(432) 263-1284

= HDME MiS
ey ReaLTORs -

Big Spring, Tx. 79720
Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

LOVELY 4 BEDROOM, 3 BATH IN COAHOMA ISD. LARGE
SEQUESTERED MASTER BEDROOM, WOOD BURNING
FIREPLACE, COVERED PATIO AND DETACHED GARAGE.

CALL LINDA BARNES @270-0062
OME TODAYIN!

110 W. Marcy

E .‘. s o

g

OAD $135.000.

Best Deals In Town!

198

2005 Pontiac Bonneville SLE

- YA,
X Ve

White, Tan Leather, All Power, Sunroof,
Local One Owner, 25K.

19,995

2003 GMC Ext. Cab SLE -
White, Tan Cloth, 5.3 Liter V-
8, All Power, One Owner.

2001 GMC Reg. Cab Sierra -
5.3 Liter V-8, Auto., All Power,
Maroon, Cloth, EXTRA
CLEAN, One Owner.

Door Sedan, White w/grey
Cloth Interior, All Power, 17K.

2007 GMC Reg. Cab
- 2.9 Liter, 4 Cyl.,
Trailer Hitch, Cruise/Tilt, A/C.

MSRP $15,500

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
Under the Capricorn
moon, the social arena
matters. It's
all about (i
keeping up |
appearances,
maintaining
a fine
reputation
and
representing [
where we're &=

coming from HoLipay
in the beSt MATH]S
light. The

best work is
accomplished by those
who believe that people
are counting on them.
The pressure is welcome,
and the outcome is
spectacular.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). In business, the rules
of engagement are clear.
But in personal matters

there is no official
rulebook. Love and
respect are your guiding
principles.. Basic
kindness is your

fundamental balance.
TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You're ready for a
change of pace, but it’s
hard to get out of this
groovy rut you've made
for yourself. Getting into

something with a
Sagittarius or Leo person
is  just what the
astrologer orders!

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). With hermit-like
powers of concentration
and devotion, you follow
through on a project.
This could be the most
important thing you've
done all year. Show a
Scorpio person what
you've done, and soak in
some praise.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You're like a sailor

CLASSIFIED

now. You know that wind
and weather are
unpredictable, and so you
use calm waters as a time
for maintenance and
supply. Follow up ,with
clients, keep the boss
happy, hold the rudder
steady.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You've chosen to
apprentice under the
toughest taskmaster ever
imaginable — your
higher self. Luckily,
you're also the most
understanding mentor
around.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You resemble an
exotic orchid, needing a
specific kind of attention.
Only a prize flower
grower understands that.
You could find just the
expertise you need in a
Cancer person.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
You may be in‘ mild
danger of losing touch
with your silliness.
Noooooo! Don’t let it
happen! Children and
those who act like them
are of particular value to
you, all things
considered.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). You pick up on the
pulse of a conversation or
interaction without
missing a beat. It's not a
matter of intelligence, but
timing. Comics rely on
this, as do rap artists.
And you do, too.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Do you really
need something, or are
you just being impulsive?
Check your desire against
something reliable, like
your watch. If you still
want it by the day after
tomorrow, then go for it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-

Jan. 19). A million
diversions are gathered
around you like hungry
little children, and you
miraculously stay focused
on accomplishing your
goals. Feeling generous?
Dispense your expertise
to a Libra person.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20
Feb. 18). In a far-off
corner of your memory
you recall wearing a
monkey suit. Corporate
climbing may no longer
be your thing, but your
ambitions rival those of
any CEO. Keep wearing
your integrity with those
flip-flops.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You'’re engaged in
one of your favorite
preoccupations: dreaming
and wondering about the
next step. Welcome the
familiar restlessness like
you would an old friend.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “My sister
and I aren’t close. How
can I reach a Gemini who
is like the old woman
who lived in a shoe? (She
has so many children she
doesn’t know what to do.)
She’s so busy with her
own life that she can

hardly relate to my
childless existence.
Signed, Sagittarius
sibling.”

What are you willing to
do in order to be close to
your sister again? Are
you willing to not judge
her for her choices,
which are so different
from your own? Are you
willing to be of service to
her? Are you willing to
release her from the
burden of living up to
your expectations?
Because the way to
closeness probably

involves you coming to
your sister on her terms.
It includes baby-sitting,
entertaining children
while you're visiting,
helping her out with
errands or a loan, or
helping her by making all
of the effort in the
relationship. Gemini is
an expert at staying in
the moment, and creating
intimacy with this sign
usually means that you
have to be able to share
the moment that Gemini
has created instead of
making her share in your
life, which at this point
seems so difficult for her
to relate to.

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
“Sweet Baby” James
Taylor continues to

charm generation after

generation. of music
lovers. He intuitively
interweaveés musical

threads of wisdom and
innocence together to an
enormously uplifting
effect. His sun in wise
Pisces and moon in
Aries, the sign of
newborn simplicity, are
the perfect complements
to his Mercury
(expression) in Aquarius
(music).

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,

please £0 to
wwuw.creators.com and
click on “Write the

Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
wwuw.creators.com.

© 2007 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

Annie’s Mailbox -: Advice for those in need

Dear Annie: I have
been involved in a
romantic relationship
with..a co-worker for
more than a year. “Lucy”
is married with two
teenage children. Her
husband cheated on her a
few years back, so they
separated for two years.
She dated then, but
decided to go back to her
husband. She tells me
she went back only for
the children. Lucy and
her husband slept in

different rooms and
didn’'t get along well.
Legals
LEGAL NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR
REQUEST FOR COMPETITIVE
SEALED PROPOSAL
The Big Spring Independent
School District shall receive com-
petitive sealed proposals until 4:00
p.m., April 4, 2007, on the follow-

I
Technology immersion
Hardware, Software, Content
and Professional
Development Package,
(1200 units)
Request for proposal documents
may be secured from the school
district's Business Office, 708 East
11th Place, Big Spring, Texas
79720-4648, phone number
(432)264-3620. Proposals will be
publicly opened and reviewed im-
mediately following the deadline for
receiving the proposals in the Busi-
ness Office of the Big Spring Inde-
pendent School District. Participat-
ing vendors are invited to be pre-
sent at the proposal opening. Pro-
posals received after the opening
date and time will not be consid-
ered. Proposals will be presented
for consideration to the Board of
Trustees on April 12, 2007, at 5:15
p.m. at their regularly scheduled
board meeting. The Big Spring In-
dependent School District re-
serves the right to accept or reject
any or all proposals.
#5292 March 13 & 20, 2007

KATHY MITCHELL
MARCY SUGAR

-

They were more like
roommates than husband
and wife. We started
“dating” during this
time.

Well, a few months ago,
Lucy’s husband started
sleeping in the same bed
with her. She tells me
when they have sex, and
although it's rare, it
bothers me a lot that she
sleeps with him. She says
they aren’t getting closer,
but it sure seems like it.
When she used to talk to
him on the phone, she
sounded annoyed, and
now she almost sounds
happy. She tells me she
is being nice and shares
his bed to make her life
and the children’s lives
easier. I don't know what
to believe.

Recently, I was with
Lucy when her husband
sent a text message. |
asked her what it said,
and she mumbled
something
incomprehensible and

ATTENTION

THE BIG SPRING
HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance. .

=

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this

then erased it. 1 was
upset and we had a huge
fight.

I have really fallen in
love with this woman
and I want things to
work out. She tells me
she loves me and plans to
leave her husband as
soon as their youngest
child graduates high
school, which is four
years away. Her husband
is financially well off, so
sometimes I think she
stays for the money.

How am 1 supposed to
trust her when I see her
lying all the time? Should
I just cut my losses, or
stick it out and hope she
comes to her senses?

Needs Help in
Pennsylvania
Dear Needs Help:

Lucy’s senses are fine.
Yours are a mess. She
lies, she cheats, she’s
married, and she isn't
leaving her husband
anytime soon. She keeps
you dangling because it
suits her to have a spare
guy around. Please, we
know it’'s hard, but try to
see her for what she is
and dump her as fast as
you can.

Dear Annie: Can you
tell me why sick people
don’'t stay home
anymore? It's almost as
though it has become
socially acceptable for
people with contagious
illnesses to be out and
about. They're
everywhere — in the
workplace, at social get-
togethers — and to make
matters worse, they not
only share their germs
with you, but also the
details of their sickness.
They’ve been up all night
with the runs. They
haven't been able to keep
food down for days. And
SO on.

They act as if they're
doing others a favor by
their presence, when in
reality, they're doing
nothing of the sort. When
did so many people
become so inconsiderate,
and what can be done

about it? — More
Considerate
Dear More: People

always have felt more

heroic and self-
sacrificing doing things
when sick, and face it,

many bosses actually
encourage workers to
come in when they

should be home in bed.
The solution is to be
solicitous while making
your point. At work,
convey your sympathy,
but blatantly keep your
distance. At a party, say,
“How terrible that you're
sick. I insist you go home
right now.” And escort
them straight to the door.

Dear Annie: I
appreciate Dr. Van
Stralen’s encouragement
of Licensed Practical
Nurses (LPNs) and
paramedics in his recent
letter. It is true that these
professions often go
either unrecognized or
unappreciated. However,
I must point out that
there is no such
profession as “ambulance
driver.” The ambulance
is driven by the EMTs
and paramedics who
provide the patient care
on board. On occasion, a
firefighter or  police
officer will drive the
ambulance when patient
care requires two
paramedics in the back

in a high-acuity
situation. — Proud
Paramedic

Dear Proud Paramedic:
Thanks for setting the
record straight, and
thanks for being there
when we need you.

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your
questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.
net, or write to: Annie’s
Mailbox, P.O. Box 118190,
Chicago, IL 60611. To find
out more about Annie’s
Mailbox, and read
features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, wisit the
Creators Syndicate Web

page at
wwuw.creators.com.

© 2007 CREATORS
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YES, ANZ I'é LIKE
DOGGIE BAG Forf

BC

* MY PARENTS ARE OUT FOR THE EVENING.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO ANNOY MY BABYSITTERZ

WHAT po THOSE
CHARTES TELL YU

?

ear. i
B o Y Today's Highlight in In 1980, a jury in Rapper Khujo (Goodie Mob, ¥
History: Winamac, Ind., found Ford. The Lumberjacks) is 35. )
WIZARD OF ID On March 13, 1925, a law Motor Co. innocent of reck- Singer Glenn Lewis is 32. }
went into effect in less homicide in the fiery Actor Danny Masterson is i

“By the time | got them dressed to
go out, the snow had melted.”

I WON'T BE NEEDING MY
LUNCH BUCKET AS I'VE WON
BEEN PROMOTED

[T 1S POSITI
DO YOU MAKE

© 2007 TONT CODMAN D By Crmamrs Syrune

THATS

|
beucwvs‘.,euLoN

PERFUL !

m?

SQUEEZE THE
JIE UT OF

PUT ITIN
A BRIEFCASE

THE LEFTOVERS

This Date
In History

B ..
©2007 by King Festires Syndicate. Inc. Works Rights reserved

Today is Tuesday, March
13, the 72nd day of 2007.
There are 293 days left in the

Tennessee prohibiting the
teaching of the theory of
evolution.

On this date:

In 1781, the planet Uranus

cries for help.

In 1969, the Apollo 9 astro-
nauts splashed down, end-
ing a mission that included
the successful testing of the
Lunar Module.

In 1980, Ford Motor Co.
Chairman Henry Ford II
announced he was stepping
down.

deaths of three young
women riding in a Ford
Pinto.

In 1996, a gunman burst
into an elementary school in

53. Actress Glenne Headly is
52. Actress Dana Delany is
51. Rock musician Adam
Clayton (U2) is 47. Jazz
musician Terence
Blanchard 1is 45. Actor
Christopher Collet is 39.
Actress Annabeth Gish is 36.
Actress Tracy Wells is 36.
Rapper Common is 35.

31. Actor Emile Hirsch is 22.
Singers Natalie and Nicole
Albino (Nina Sky) are 21.
Thought for Today: “The
history of the world is the

was discovered by Sir Dunblane, Scotland, and verdict of the world.” —

William Herschel. opened fire on a class of Friedrich von Schiller,
In 1884, Congress adopted kindergartners, killing 16 German author (1759-1805).
children and one teacher ® 2007 The Associated Press.

Eastern Standard Time for
the District of Columbia.

In 1933, banks began to
reopen after a “holiday”
declared by President
Roosevelt.

In 1964, bar manager
Catherine “Kitty” Genovese,
28, was stabbed to death
near her New York City

before killing himself.

One year ago: Black
Sabbath and Blondie entered
the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame.

Today’s Birthdays: Jazz
musician Roy Haynes is 82.
Country singer Jan Howard
is 77. Songwriter Mike
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NeWSday Crossword Edited by )étanley Newman

www.stanxwords.com

e o

e e
g i

«A

By TH
Staff \

Disc
oversi
Devel
two w
City (
duriny

AN ORANGE . home; the case generated Stoller is 74. Singer-song-
controversy over charges Writer Neil Sedaka is 68. Highw
that Genovese's neighbors Actor William H. Macy is 57. momit
had failed to respond to her Actress Deborah Raffin is at pre:

54. Comedian Robin Duke is
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