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By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Area schools have joined 
a statewide push to prepare 
high school students for col-
lege.

Big Spring, Coa-
homa and Forsan 
high schools all 
have significant 
numbers of stu-
dents participat-
ing in dual-en-
rollment college 
courses and other 
advanced classes, 
statistics show.

The three Howard County 
schools are part of a Texas-
wide push to get students 
ready for post-high school 
academics.

Texas exceeded the nation-
al average in the percentage 
of students who took at least 
one Advanced Placement 
exam during high school, the 
Texas Education Agency an-
nounced. 

Information released by the 
College Board, which admin-
isters the AP program, found 
that 27.5 percent of Texas 
public school students in the 
Class of 2008 took at least one 
AP exam while in high school, 
compared to 25 percent for the 
nation. 

Universities often award 
course credit to students who 
earn a score of 3, 4 or 5 on an 
AP test so a strong perfor-
mance on these exams can

See COLLEGE, Page 3
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

When Gloria Hopkins and her team of 
tax-savvy volunteers opened their doors 
for this year’s AARP Tax Aide program 
two weeks ago, it looked like this year’s 
season might be slow-moving.

Wrong.
The program, which only drew a few 

area residents in need of tax filing assis-
tance when it opened Monday, Jan. 26, 
took off with a bang this week, accord-

ing to Hopkins, program 
director and local AARP 
spokesperson.

“We were a little disap-
pointed with the turnout the 
week we opened. However, 
Monday more than made up 
for it,” said Hopkins with 
a laugh. “We were so busy, 
the volunteers and I stayed 

more than an hour after we normally do 
to try to keep up. We processed about 40 

tax returns that day, and in the past, do-
ing approximately 20 or 30 returns was 
a busy day.”

The program, which aims to help 
low-to-moderate income taxpayers who 
might not otherwise be able to file a tax 
return, has been a huge success in the 
past, according to Hopkins, who expects 
this year to be no different.

“So far everything is going very

See TAX AIDE, Page 3

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

City officials say the dust created by 
the renovations at the historic Settles Ho-
tel poses no immediate health concerns 
for downtown 
businesses or 
motorists, but 
acknowledge 
the clouds have 
been a nui-
sance.

Assistant City 
Manager Todd 
Darden said 
his office has 
received only a 
few complaints 
as to the large 
clouds of dust 
that have been 
coming from the worksite — including 
complaints forwarded to him from state 
and federal agencies — but said the clouds 
pose no obvious health risks to motorists 
or downtown-goers.

“It’s certainly a nuisance, but it’s not an 
immediate health hazard,” said Darden. 
“The material is mainly plaster and mor-
tar dust. The workers are using water 

See DUST, Page 3

HERALD Photo/Thomas Jenkins

The rumble of construction materials making their way down this large chute 
attached to the Settles Hotel have become commonplace in downtown Big 
Spring, along with the large dust clouds produced by the renovations. Of-
ficials with the city of Big Spring say the dust is a nuisance, but poses no 
immediate health risks.

Settles 
dust not 
harmful

City officials:

“It’s 
certainly a 
nuisance, 
but it’s 
not an 
immediate 
health hazard.” 

—Todd Darden, 
assistant city manager

College
‘ready’
ISDs endorse
dual-enrollment
college courses

Ritchey

AARP Tax Aide program going well, 
local administrative director reports

Hopkins

By RUSSELL CONTRERAS
Associated Press Writer

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.  — Federal agents 
taking a second look at the murders of 
seven people who swallowed tainted 
Tylenol capsules in 1982 have searched 
the home of a one-time leading suspect 
in the still-unsolved case.

FBI agents from Boston and Chicago 
were seen Wednesday removing boxes 
and a computer from the condominium 
owned by James W. Lewis, who served 

more than 12 years in prison for trying 
to extort $1 million from the painkiller’s 
manufacturers.

No one was ever charged with the 
deaths of the seven people who took cy-
anide-laced drugs in the Chicago area 26 
years ago, leading to dramatic changes 
in the way food and medical products 
are packaged.

The FBI’s Chicago office cited “ad-
vances in forensic technology” in a 
statement Wednesday announcing that 

it, along with Illinois State Police and 
local departments, was conducting a 
“complete review of all evidence devel-
oped in connection with the 1982 Tyle-
nol murders.”

The review began in part because of 
publicity and tips that arrived after the 
25th anniversary of the deaths in 2007, 
according to the FBI. It has not resulted 
in any criminal charges.

See MURDERS, Page 3

Tylenol deaths case rekindled 
Advances in forensic technology prompt review of 1982 murders
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Howard County Feed &  Supply
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Midessa Boat, RV,
Sport & Gun Show

Thursday, Feb. 5th
All Tickets $3.00
5 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Ladies Free
Friday 6th

from 5 to 9 p.m.

Free Parking • Best Buys of the Season • Special Financing

Thursday, February 5 • 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Gun Show Opens Friday

Friday, February 6 • 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday, February 7 • 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday, February 8 • 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Ector County Coliseum
42nd & Andrews Hwy. • Odessa, TX.

Sponsored by Leisure Promotions & 
Odessa Chamber of Commerce

Adults $6 • Seniors $5 • Childrens $3 (3 yrs. to 11 yrs.)
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Angel Food Ministries
Order times and dates for the Angel Food Feb. 

28 delivery date are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 6 and 13 and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 7 and 14. Orders will also be take from 
10 a.m,. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 7 and 14 at the 
Big Spring Mall.
Regular Box, $30
4 6-oz. sirloin strip steaks; 1 2-lb. chicken 

breast; 1 1-lb. boneless pork chops; 1 2-lb. 
breaded chicken nuggets; 1 28-oz. salisbury 
steak entree; 1 12-oz. sliced bacon; 1 1-lb. all 
meat hot dog; 1 1-lb. stir fry; 1 -lb. carrots; 1 
10-oz. peanut butter; 1 32-oz. shelf stable milk; 
1 35-oz. crinkle-cut fries; 1 7.5-oz. mac and 
cheese; 1 1-lb. rice; 1 1-lb. bean soup mix; 1 
dozen eggs; 1 dessert item.

Senior Box, $28 (You do not have to be a se-
nior to purchase this)
10 seasoned, nutritionall balanced, fully cooked 

meals:
Beef chili macaroni casserole, carrots and 

green beans.
Ham and white beans, sweet potatoes, winter 

vegetables.
Creamy chicken fettuccine alfredo, corn and 

vegetable blend.
Sweet and sour pork, rice, peas and carrots 

and squash.
Broiled chicken breast, barbecue, sweet pota-

toes, broccoli.
Seasoned beef chili, beans, broccoli, apple-

sauce.
Beef meatballs and shell pasta, alfredo sauce, 

green beans, squash.
Pot roast and gravy, vegetables, potatoes, 

green peas.
Creamy macaroni and cheese, carrots, green 

peas.
Grilled chicken breast over rice and gravy, car-

rots, peas.
All meals come with a 2-pack of individually 

wrapped cookies.

Special No. 1, $22
2 12-oz. ribeye steaks; 4 6-oz. bacon-wrapped 

beef patties; 4 8-oz. pork chops, 1 1-lb. mild ital-
ian sausage with cheese.

Special No. 2, $21
4 10-oz. T-Bone steaks; 2 12-oz. New York 

strips.

Special No. 3, $21
Fajita kit: 2 lb. steak fajita pack, 2 lb. chicken 

fajita pack, 1 lb. onion and bell peppers, 1 20-ct. 
flour tortillas.

Special No. 4, $16
Heat and serve: 2 lb. corn, 2 lb. green beans, 2 

lb. mashed potatoes, gravy mix, 8 dinner rolls, 1 
pie.

Special No. 5, $21
Fruit and vegetables: 3 lb. potoatoes, 3 lb. 

sweet potatoes, 2 lb. onions, 9 oz. raisins, 1 lb. 
carrots, 1 cabbage, 3 lb. apples, 2 pears, 1 pine-
apple, 3 lb. oranges.

Special No. 6, $15
20 lb. Florida tangerines (approximately 70)

Please bring a large box to pick up the regular 
box. All other items are individually boxed.
Cash or money order only. Orders can be 

mailed to 2702 N. Birdwell if accompanied with a 
money order.
The host site to place your orders and pick 

up orders is North Birdwell United Methodist 
Church, 2702 N. Birdwell. For more information, 
contact Madeline Boadle at 267-2203. If there is 
no answer, leave a number.
Angel Food is a non-qualifying food ministry, 

open to everyone.

William A. Fishback
William A. “Bill” Fishback, 87, of Coahoma, died 

Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2009, in a local nursing home. 
Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 7, 2009, at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood 

Chapel with the Revs. Monroe Tee-
ters and Guy White officiating. In-
terment will follow at Trinity Me-
morial Park. The family will receive 
friends at the funeral home from 6 
to 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6, 2009.

Bill was born Feb. 7, 1921, in 
Cherokee and grew up in San Saba 
County. He married Ella Bea Lynch  
Dec. 30, 1948 in Brownwood.

Mr. Fishback started his career in 
education by teaching in Early for 

three years. He then served as elementary principal 
in Gustine before he came to Coahoma. He served 
the Coahoma school district as elementary princi-
pal for 25 years before retiring.

He was a member of First Baptist Church of Coa-
homa.

Survivors include his wife, Bea Fishback of Coa-
homa; three sons and daughters-in-law, Billy Don 
and Cecil Fishback of Brownwood, Bobby Gene and 
Jeanine Fishback of Forsan and Benny Ray and Su-
san Fishback of Lumberton; six grandchildren; and 
one great grand-child.

Bill was preceded in death by his parents and one 
sister.   

The family suggests memorials be made to the 
Daniel Baker Scholarship Fund at Howard Payne 
University, 1000 Fisk Street, Brownwood 76801 or 
the Coahoma Alumni Association, c/o Donna Bibb, 
P. O. Box 110, Coahoma 79511.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Angel Neal
Angel Neal, 26, of   Big Spring, died Wednesday, 

Feb. 4, 2009, in a local hospital. A vigil/rosary ser-
vice will be at 7 p.m. Friday at the 
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood 
Chapel. Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 7, 2009, 
at St. Thomas Catholic Church 
with the Rev. Ariel Lagunilla of-
ficiating.  Interment will follow at 
Mt. Olive Memorial Park.

She was born March 22, 1982, 
in Big Spring and married Mau-
rice Neal on July 26, 2001, in Big 
Spring.

She was a lifelong resident of Big Spring and at-
tended Big Spring schools, graduating from Big 
Spring High School in 2000. She was employed at 
Big Spring State Hospital and was a Catholic.

Survivors include her husband, Maurice Neal of 
Big Spring; her parents, Anselmo and Anita Hi-
lario of Big Spring; two sisters, Tina Hilario and 
Pilar Hilario, both of Big Spring; and two brothers, 
Anselmo Hilario Jr. and Benardo Hilario, both of 
Big Spring.

She was preceded in death by her uncle, David 
Garcia and her grandparents, Clara and Benardo 
Garcia.		

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Obituaries
The Big Spring Police Department reported the 

following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7 
a.m. today:

• FELIX JARAMILLO, 30, of 1906 Nolan, was 
arrested Wednesday on a charge of possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

• NATHAN LOZANO TORRES, 21, of 1408 
Johnson, was arrested Wednesday on four local 
warrants for chained dog and warrants for animal 
at large, no vaccination or license for animal and 
no driver’s license.

• ROBERT RIVERA, 37, of 2538 Langley, was 
arrested Wednesday on a warrant for front yard 
parking.

• TONY MOJICA CASTELLANO, 45, of 301 
Leatherwood, was arrested Wednesday on charges 
of interfering with an emergency phone call and 
burglary of a habitation – assault.

• TIMOTHY SCOTT EDENS, 20, of 5010 Dawson, 
was arrested Wednesday on charges of possession 
of marijuana – two ounces or less, failure to appear 
(three counts) and a Lubbock County warrant.

• ABEL VIGIL, 23, of 1510 W. County Road 52, 
was arrested Wednesday on a charge of assault by 
threats.

• AMADOR RIOS JR., 27, of 1200 Dogwood, was 
arrested Wednesday on a charge of evading arrest 
or detention with a vehicle.

• CONNIE EDENS, 39, of 5010 Dawson, was 
arrested Wednesday on a charge of public 
intoxication.

• UNATTENDED DEATH was reported in the 
1900 block of Runnels.

• THEFT was reported in the 2300 block of 
Wasson.

• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA – TWO 
OUNCES OR LESS was reported in the 1500 block 
of Kentucky.

• POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA 
was reported in the 2700 block of Wasson.

• EVADING ARREST/DETENTION USING A 
VEHICLE was reported in the 800 block of Willia.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported: in the 
300 block of Interstate Highway 20 andin the 2300 
block of Thorpe.

• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE 
was reported: in the 1400 block of Highway 87, in 
the 2500 block of Langley and in the 400 block of 
Abrams.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 43 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• JESSE PEREZ, 49, was arrested Wednesday by 
the HCSO on a charge of public intoxication.

• PHILLIP BERBARD WHEAT, 52, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on a motion to revoke 
probation for driving while license invalid.

• DIANE CASTILLO CANALES, 35, was 
transferred to the county jail Wednesday by the 
BSPD on a charge of evading arrest/detention with 
a vehicle.

• JAMIE LEE ATKINSON, 40, was transferred 
to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a 
charge of theft.

• PIERRE JE’AN GORDON, 18, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on a judgment/sentence 
of one year in state jail.

• CECIL LEE SHERMAN, 43, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on a judgment/sentence 
of six years for driving while intoxicated – second 
offense.

• MANUEL ROMERO LOZANO III, 36, was 
transferred to the county jail Thursday by the 
BSPD on a charge of bail jumping – failure to 
appear.

Police blotter

Sheriff

Your Local Weather
Fri

2/6

75/45
Some clouds in the
morning will give way to
mainly sunny skies for
the afte.

Sat
2/7

75/48
Considerable cloudiness.
Highs in the mid 70s and
lows in the upper 40s.

Sun
2/8

71/39
Windy, and mainly
cloudy. Highs in the low
70s and lows in the up-
per 30s.
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The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of Fourth Street and Lancaster. 
Service refused.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 900 block of W. 
Fourth Street. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 7800 block of the 
Interstate Highway 20 S. Service Road. Service 
refused.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 1100 
block of S. Gregg Street. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of 
Rebecca. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of 
Dixie. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 200 block of W. 
17th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2700 block of 
Rebecca. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of 
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of 
Tulane. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of 
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

Fire/EMS

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 33-22-15-24-30-13.
Number matching six of six: 0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 17-31-36-8-13.

he winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 5-7-4. Sum It 
Up: 16.

Lottery
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AN
    ENCOURAGING
                        WORD

         By Eddy Pitchford

Many people admire Kurt Warner for his athletic and leadership ability. After all, 
he came within one minute of leading the Arizona Cardinals to a surprising Super 
Bowl victory over the Pittsburgh Steelers. That being said, his greater influence is 
what happens off the gridiron.

When the Warners eat out, another family in the restaurant is treated to a free 
meal. In Tampa Bay last week, the random act of kindness resulted in twenty 
Pittsburgh Steelers fans eating for free. What an example! Kurt Warner teaches his 
children by example to practice the Golden Rule. His illustrates grace by sharing 
with others.

Of course, you and I know the blessing of someone graciously paying our tab.
"... while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." (Romans 5:8).

WE ARE FAMILY
“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 North 2nd Street • Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday Class.............................................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................................10:20 AM
Sunday Worship..........................................5:00 PM
Wednesday Class.......................................7:00 PM

16
20

6

16206 coahoma church-2-5-09.indd   1 2/5/09   9:03:45 AM

NEED MONEY
Get A Quick, Easy & Confidential

PAYDAY LOAN
Quick Cash

$ $
432-263-4400      OPEN SATURDAYS       612 S. Gregg

16266

16266-QUICK CASH-2-3-09.indd   1 2/3/09   9:10:57 AM

MORTGAGE ASSISTANCE?

Mon-Fri 9:00am-6:00pm, Sat 10:00-4:00 PST.
Call Toll Free 877-817-7858

Get A FREE Case Evaluation With No Obligation!

The Federal Governemnet has called on lenders, servicers, and banks 
to assist homeowners. This is a tremendous benefit for borrowers 
seeking to lower their payment and lower their interest rate and even 
reduce the principal balance. This restructuring is designed to keep 
homeowners in their home by customizing a loan payment to fit their 
budget with their existing lender.

Myers

1 x ?

www.themediaco.net
432-599-8018

20% OFF
Full Color Vinyl Printing
Banners | Billboards | Signs
We Also DO                Logos | Websites | Advertising Design 

Graphic Design | Business Cards | Media Buying
Event Planning | Public Relations

Now You Can Get Money
Even Faster

   • Free Estimates
    • Fast Refunds Within 24-48 Hours
    • Electronic & Paper Filing

   Mon.-Fri 9-6 p.m.
Thursday Open Until 8 p.m.

Open Saturdays

Call For After Hours Availability

     501 East 3rd St.                  432-267-4591
16083

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 05/03/09
16049

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Floyd "Cotton" Pringle, 
85, died Monday. Funeral 
Services will be at 2 p.m. 
Thursday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel with burial 
at Trinity Memorial 
Park. 

MURDERS
Continued from Page 1

“All of these tips have 
been or will be thor-
oughly investigated in 
an effort to solve this 
crime and bring some 
measure of closure to the 
families of the victims,” 
the statement said.

The FBI would not 
confirm that searches at 
both Lewis’ apartment 
and at a storage facil-
ity in Cambridge were 
related to the Tylenol 
case, only that it was 
part of an ongoing in-
vestigation.

In a space of three 
days beginning Sept. 
29, 1982, seven people 
who took cyanide-laced 
Tylenol in Chicago and 
four suburbs died. That 
triggered a national 
scare, prompting an un-
told number of people to 
throw medicine away 
and stores nationwide 
to pull Tylenol from 
their shelves.

Lewis served more 
than 12 years in prison 

for sending an extor-
tion note to Johnson & 
Johnson demanding $1 
million to “stop the kill-
ing.”

Lewis was arrested in 
December 1982 after a 
nationwide manhunt. 
At the time, he gave in-
vestigators a detailed ac-
count of how the killer 
might have operated and 
described how someone 
could buy medicine, use 
a special method to add 
cyanide to the capsules 
and return them to store 
shelves.

Lewis later admitted 
sending the extortion 
letter but said he never 
intended to collect it. He 
said he wanted to embar-
rass his wife’s former 
employer by having the 
money sent to the em-
ployer’s bank account.

In a 1992 interview 
with The Associated 
Press, Lewis explained 
that the account he gave 
authorities was simply 
his way of explaining 
the killer’s actions.

“I was doing like I 
would have done for a 

corporate client, mak-
ing a list of possible 
scenarios,” said Lewis, 
who maintained his in-
nocence. He called the 
killer “a heinous, cold-
blooded killer, a cruel 
monster.”

Lewis also served two 
years of a 10-year sen-
tence for tax fraud. In 
1978, he was charged in 
Kansas City with the dis-
memberment murder of 
Raymond West, 72, who 
had hired Lewis as an 
accountant. The charges 
were dismissed because 
West’s cause of death 
was not determined and 
some evidence had been 
illegally obtained.

In 2004, Lewis was 
charged with rape, kid-

napping and other of-
fenses for an alleged 
attack on a woman in 
Cambridge. He was 
jailed for three years 
while awaiting trial, but 
prosecutors dismissed 
the charges on the day 
his trial was scheduled 
to begin after the victim 
refused to testify, ac-
cording to the office of 
Middlesex District At-
torney Gerry Leone.

In 2007, Lewis was 
interviewed on a local-
access television show, 
“The Cambridge Rag,” 
by host Roger Nichol-
son. In segments avail-
able online, Lewis as-
serted his innocence in 
the Tylenol and West 
cases. 

TAX AIDE
Continued from Page 1

smoothly,” said 
Hopkins. “Last year, 
due to construction at 
the Senior Citizen 
Center, we worked out 
of the county library. 
However, this year 
we’re back out at the 
Senior Center, so there 
has been a little confu-
sion regarding the loca-
tion. The people at the 
library have been really 
good about directing 
folks out here, howev-

er.”
Hopkins said area res-

idents planning to use 
the service should be 
sure to gather up their 
financial information 
before heading to the 
Senior Center.

“People need to be 
sure to bring all of the 
pertinent information 
with them, including a 
tax booklet if one was 
received through the 
mail, W-2 forms and 
1099 forms,” said Hop-
kins. “They also need 
to bring any forms that 
show their 2008 earn-

ings and their 2007 tax 
returns. We also need a 
social security card for 
every person named on 
the return and a photo 
ID for the person fil-
ing.”

And while this year’s 
tax code seems to be 
unfolding without any 
major hitches, Hopkins 
said filers do seem to be 
running into a problem 
concerning last year’s 
tax rebate.

“They need to know 
how much their stimu-
lus payment was last 
year,” said Hopkins. 

“The Internal Revenue 
Service is supposed to be 
sending out statements 
with this information, 
and there’s a number 
you can call to get it, but 
the wait is considerable 
to get through to some-
one.

“I’d strongly suggest 
people contact their 
bank or go through their 
records from last year to 
get the exact amount. If 
you provide the wrong 
amount when you e-file, 
the Internal Revenue 
Service won’t accept the 
return. So it’s very, very 

important people have 
that information before 
they come see us.”

Hopkins said people 
who didn’t receive a 
stimulus payment last 
year may qualify for one 
this tax season.

“For individuals who 
didn’t receive a stimu-
lus payment last year, 
there’s a chance they 
may be eligible to re-
ceive it now,” she said. 
“That’s something we 
just have to look at and 
see if they qualify.”

Participants in the 
program will be able to 

e-file their tax returns at 
no charge, according to 
Hopkins.

The program will con-
tinue each Monday un-
til April 13 at the Senior 
Center — located at 1901 
Simler Dr. in the McMa-
hon-Wrinkle Airpark — 
from 8 a.m. until noon. 
For more information, 
contact Hopkins at 267-
6733.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

DUST
Continued from Page 1

hoses to wet down the material before 
it goes into the chute, but the wet 
material dries on the inside of the 
chute and eventually falls off. The 
materials identified as containing 
asbestos have already been removed 
in sealed containers, and the state 
has given the building a clean bill of 
health as far as asbestos is con-
cerned.

“I’ve received a few complaints re-
lated to the dust cloud it’s creating 
and the dust that’s settling nearby. 
I’ve also been contacted by OSHA 
(Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration) and the Texas Com-

mission on Environmental Quality 
because complaints have been made 
to them, as well. However, both agen-
cies turned it over to us because this 
falls within our jurisdiction.”

A large, black chute — leading from 
the upper floors of the hotel to large 
refuse containers below — can be 
seen at the hotel, as contractors con-
tinue demolition work aimed at reno-
vating the structure.

While breathing in large amounts 
of plaster and cement dust certainly 
isn’t advisable, Darden said the risk 
it poses to motorists and downtown 
businesses is minimal.

“Of course you don’t want to stand 
in the middle of a cloud like that and 
breath the dust for several hours,” 
said Darden. “However, the real dan-

ger of this material is to the contrac-
tors and workers that are working 
with it for hours on end, day in and 
day out.

“We certainly realize the dust is 
a nuisance in the downtown area. 
However, short of putting hoses in 
the chute itself, there’s really no way 
to prevent it. As far as we’ve been 
informed, the chute will be a part of 
the renovations during the whole of 
the project, which is expected to be 14 
months.”
G. Brint Ryan, manager of the Settles 
Hotel Development Company and Big 
Spring native, announced plans for a 
multi-million dollar renovation of the 
downtown landmark in December 
2006.
According to SHDC officials, the proj-

ect includes plans for commercial and 
residential use of the property, with 
retail space available on the first and 
second floors. The project’s budget 
has ballooned from $12 million to $20 
million since its inception, according 
to Ryan.

The building, erected for $500,000 in 
1930, was a destination of choice for 
travelers for many years — as well a 
center of activity for the community 
— but has been vacant and in an ad-
vanced state of dilapidation for more 
than two decades.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas Jen-
kins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 
citydesk@bigspringherald.com

COLLEGE
Continued from Page 1

save Texas students thou-
sands of dollars in college 
tuition costs. 

Big Spring High School 
Principal Mike Ritchey said 
more than 50 AP tests were ad-
ministered to BSHS students 
in the 2007-2008 school year. 
AP tests taken included his-
tory, chemistry, Spanish and 
calculus. Also, a large num-
ber of juniors and seniors are 

enrolled in dual-credit college 
courses at Howard College, 
he added.

College preparatory work 
is something BSHS officials 
take very seriously, Ritchey 
said.

“This is something we defi-
nitely hang our hat on,” he 
said. 

“We have former students 
doing very well in universi-
ties now who took the AP 
exam when they were here.

“We challenge the stu-
dents to participate in this 
(advanced) curriculum,” 

Ritchey added. “I think those 
numbers are a testament to 
the rigors of the curriculum 
we offer.”

Few if any Coahoma and 
Forsan students, meanwhile, 
took the AP exams, but many 
are enrolled in dual-credit 
college courses.

Forsan ISD Superintendent 
Randy Johnson said no FHS 
students took the AP exam 
last school year. The reason, 
he said, was that school of-
ficials believe students can 
benefit more from actual 
classroom work.

“The advantage with con-
current courses is that it is a 
classroom setting; you know 
whether you’re passing or 
failing,” Johnson said. “We 
just felt it was better for our 
students to know where they 
stand in the process.”

Forsan High School has 28 
students enrolled in dual-
credit courses at Howard 
College and another six tak-
ing online courses for college 
credit, according to informa-
tion released by FHS coun-
selor Angie Huckabee. In 
addition, 60 Forsan students 

are participating in technical 
college courses like computer 
technology and welding.

Only 1 percent of Coahoma 
High School students took an 
AP exam last school year, but 
more than 50 students are cur-
rently enrolled in dual-credit 
courses at HC, said Donna 
Bibb of the high school.

Contact Staff Writer Steve 
Reagan at 263-7331 ext. 234 
or by e-mail at reporter@big-
springherald.com
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speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment
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Senate must reject stimulus

Global warming? No sweat

A
mericans should 
contact their congress-
men before it’s too late 
about their instinctive 

concerns over efforts to convert 
the world’s greatest engine of 
free market prosperity into a so-
cialistic leviathan 
under the euphe-
mistic cover of pos-
sibly successive 
rescue “stimulus” 
bills.

The stated ratio-
nale for the origi-
nal Troubled Asset 
Relief Program 
“bailout” wasn’t 
to stimulate the 
economy to get it 
moving again, but 
to toss it a liquidity 
life raft to loosen credit markets 
and keep it from drowning. That 
is, the idea was to prevent a ca-
tastrophe, not to empower little 
Napoleons in government to play 
God with the economy.

Former Treasury Secretary 
Henry Paulson’s scare tactics — 
heartfelt or not — panicked the 
country into action, and TARP 
became a reality. Yet not much 
seemed to change. 

Politicians will always be able 
to say that if we hadn’t imple-
mented TARP, America’s econ-
omy would have tanked beyond 
our wildest nightmares. And 
being without the supernatural 
power to prove a negative, we’ll 
never be able to disprove their 
claims.

Of all the concerns we had 
concerning TARP, our greatest 
should have been that once we 
opened the door to this magni-
tude of governmental interven-
tion — especially under a Re-
publican administration — we’d 
have even greater difficulty in 
resisting efforts by politicians to 
reopen it in the future anytime 
they pronounced there was a 
crisis.

Sure enough, Mr. Obama and 
his confidants view this “crisis” 
with eager anticipation as an 
opportunity to actualize their 
dreams for government to as-
sume its rightful place as Master 
of the Universe and choreograph 

the economy on a super-macro 
level.

Even the bipartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office has re-
vealed Obama’s bill is largely 
not stimulative. It’s more accu-
rate to describe it as a grandiose 
slush fund for his preferred proj-
ects, support groups and con-
stituencies on the spending side 
and a massive redistribution of 
income on the tax side.

When the bill is stripped of 
its rhetorical disguise, we see 
it’s a license for government to 
shackle the invisible hand of the 
free market and appoint itself 
manager of the gross domestic 
product according to the supe-
rior wisdom of central planners.

Why do you think the Obam-
ites are constantly blaming 
market excesses, greed and Wall 
Street for our financial prob-
lems, when most of the blame 
lies with politicians themselves? 
Why do you think they trash 
talk the economy every day, 
when they know that such 
pessimism from “on high” will 
cause real economic damage, 
considering that much of the 
spending downturn is related to 
a crisis in consumer confidence? 
The answer is that they need us 
in panic mode — the only mind-
set likely to divorce us from our 
ordinary walking-around sense 
and make us receptive to the big-
government remedies they’re 
salivating to employ.

Note that President Obama 
doesn’t even pay lip service to 
making his interventionist plans 
short-lived.

And by their terms, it’s impos-
sible they could be. This is an ef-
fort to restructure our economy 
radically toward the type of com-
mand and control model that has 
accompanied tyrannical regimes 
throughout history.

Nor does Mr. Obama express 
the slightest concern that his 
plan would further expand the 
national debt. Indeed, Democrats 
have suddenly developed perma-
nent amnesia about their pro-
fessed budget concerns, whose 
primary usefulness (as weapons 
against President George W. 
Bush) expired along with the 

Bush term.
To accept that deficits and 

debt were high on their prior-
ity list would require us to 
believe they’d fundamentally 
changed their age-old tax-and-
spend philosophy and to ignore 
their persistent obstruction of 
entitlement reform. The Clinton 
budgets are no rebuttal. Clinton 
had to be dragged kicking and 
screaming to fiscal restraint by 
the Gingrich Congress.

Everyone knows government 
doesn’t have the money — even 
through tax receipts — to fund 
this bill. Other than defense 
spending, which Obama un-
wisely plans to cut drastically in 
this time of war, Obama has no 
intention of substantially cut-
ting other expenditures. Even if 
the bill as presently configured 
succeeds in jump-starting the 
economy, there will eventually 
be a day of reckoning over our 
increasingly unmanageable 
national debt.

If only government-planning 
liberals would be honest and 
admit they believe their ideas 
on how to spend the people’s 
money are morally superior to 
those of the American people 
as expressed through the free 
market. Then, instead of dealing 
with the smoke and mirrors of 
the bill’s proponents, we could 
point to world history to demon-
strate conclusively that despite 
the sometimes-best intentions of 
social planners, command and 
control economies have only 
spread misery and never worked 
to produce the kind of prosper-
ity that is only possible in a free 
market.

Unless this bill is dramatically 
overhauled, the Senate, instead 
of trying to massage it toward 
passage in allegiance to the 
seductive but dangerous goals 
of bipartisanship or just getting 
something done, should reject it 
outright.

David Limbaugh is a writer, 
author and attorney. To find out 
more about him, visit his Web site 
at www.davidlimbaugh.com.

COPYRIGHT 2009 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE INC.

S
ee how quickly we found 
a cure for global warm-
ing? It was a breeze. All 
it took was a worldwide 

recession (depression?). Now 
auto sales are shrinking, fac-
tories shuttering, thermostats 
dropping, lights 
dimming, oil wells 
slowing, travel 
diminishing…all 
that stuff.

Of course there’s 
a backlash. As 
fuel prices sink, 
many Americans 
are back to buy-
ing bigger cars, 
especially now that 
SUVs have piled 
up on dealer lots 
and flaunt irresist-
ible discounts. Still, many folks 
remember their singed wallets 
from the 2008 oil spike and aren’t 
likely to buy big again anytime 
soon. Social progress always 
dawdles like that, but eventually 
responds to necessity.

Climatic progress is less fickle. 
Once started, it keeps going. 
Melting glaciers don’t refreeze. 
Thawing tundra doesn’t rehard-
en. All that released methane 
rises inexorably from the Arctic 
into the stratosphere where it 
traps ever more of the sun’s 
heat, many times more effec-
tively than mere CO2. Unfortu-
nately we can’t will it to stop, or 
threaten it, or even bribe it. Al 
Gore was right, darn it.

Nor are we likely to stem for 
long the legitimate desires or 
economic progress of hundreds 
of millions of upwardly mobile 
Asians. They know how to work 
and how to save. Motorbikes 

are replacing their pedal bikes, 
motor scooters are replacing 
the motorbikes, and tiny cars 
are replacing the scooters. In 
India, Tata Motors has rolled 
out a four-door prototype which 
it proposes to sell for $2,500. Do 
you think we can derail that? 
India feels it deserves its own 
Henry Ford, even if it destroys 
the atmosphere in the process. 
It’s their turn.

And how could anyone stop 
them? Climate change is not yet 
perceived to be an issue in the 
Third World. Droughts, floods, 
heat waves, and habitat shifts 
don’t come with labels. They just 
seem to be typical disasters of 
nature. For one thing scientists 
are not yet ready to publicly 
assign long-term causes to such 
local events. If researchers won’t 
even blame Katrina on warm-
ing, how do we persuade the 
world’s Joe Sixpacks to change 
their personal ways? And in our 
benighted Northeast, land of self-
appointed opinion leaders, there 
is scant evidence of any change 
at all. A little more rain maybe, 
but nothing to get excited about. 
Anyway, SUVs are safer for our 
families, as long as they don’t 
flip over. Thank goodness we 
can afford to buy gas for them 
again.

Besides, when warming really 
cranks up it won’t be Americans 
who get stung the worst. OK, in 
our drought areas we’ll have to 
say bye-bye to lawns and to car 
washes. And in the wet areas it 
may be curtains for our base-
ments. Nonetheless it will all 
happen so slowly that we’ll learn 
to adjust. It may one day seem 
odd to old timers to be buying 

maple syrup from Labrador, 
wheat from Hudson Bay, and 
strawberries from Montana, but 
so what? At least by that time 
the polar bears and walruses 
will all have starved or drowned 
and we won’t have to listen to 
environmental propaganda any 
more.

Naturally a few folks will re-
ally take it on the chin, but don’t 
worry, it won’t be us. Bangla-
desh is due to become the next 
Atlantis and the Sahara will 
cover most of Africa. The desert 
will also finally bury Beijing, 
and the Gulf of Mexico will inch 
its way up to St. Louis. Other 
than that you’ll hardly notice 
a thing. Well, maybe a cut in 
parka sales.

But even these modest afflic-
tions do have some timid people 
worried. They hate change. You 
might not be surprised that eight 
Northeast states are already 
dabbling in carbon cap-and-trade 
legislation. Not much effect so 
far but that may have more to do 
with the recession than any-
thing. At least Wall Street specu-
lators are thrilled at the pros-
pect of something else to trade, 
having watched the killing their 
European brethren have made 
on a similar system over there.

The real answer is, unfortu-
nately, a tax. How about another 
dollar a gallon? THAT would cut 
consumption. But not yet. Not 
until WE start to suffer. For now 
let’s just give $25 to Greenpeace 
and be done with it.

Columnist William A. Collins 
is a former state representative 
and a former mayor of Norwalk, 
Conn.

V
alentine’s Day is almost upon us — a 
little more than a week away. That’s 
right, almost all your lead time has 
melted away. But don’t worry, even 

if you’ve procrastinated, there is still time to 
do something special for the love of your life.

One of the easiest and best ways we’ve found 
over the years is to let the Volunteer Services 
Council at Big Spring State Hospital take care 
of it for you.

It’s an annual fund-raiser for the hospital vol-
unteer group, which makes it kind of special 
— knowing that part of the money you spend 
is going to help patients who really need it.

If you aren’t familiar with the Council’s 
Valentine’s Day fund-raiser, it goes like this 
— you pay $20 that goes to the effort and your 
loved one receives a singing telegram on Fri-
day, Feb. 13, as well as a stuffed animal or box 
of candy.

For many years, the Council’s volunteers of-
fered a list of gifts that seemed to grow each 
year, but this year the effort has been scaled 
down a little, focusing on what has clearly 
been the all-time favorite, a singing telegram 
with a heart-shaped box of candy or the stuffed 
animal.

What’s best, the Volunteer Services Coun-
cil delivers the gift for you — to a home, of-
fice, restaurant — just about anywhere. What 
could be easier than that?

Maybe you want to get a dozen red roses 
from the florist or an elegant bracelet from a 
jewelry store for that special someone.

That’s great.
We definitely want to see our readers do busi-

ness with our local merchants.
If, however, you need some help, we strongly 

encourage you to give the Volunteer Services 
Council a call at 268-7536 or 268-7271. It’s easy, 
it’s thoughtful and it will keep you out of the 
doghouse.

And yes, do it now.��

Be sure to give
your Valentine a
singing telegram

Letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A Small Prayer

May we never be torn between heaven and 
earth, Lord, but trust in You and look forward 
to heaven.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson



Parolee executed for using 
bat to kill woman, son

HUNTSVILLE (AP) — Nearly 15 years since he 
took a baseball bat and fatally bashed his girlfriend 
and her teenage son at their San Antonio home, 
condemned killer David Martinez got his wish and 
was put to death for their slayings.

The 36-year-old parolee, who on Wednesday night 
became the sixth Texas inmate executed already 
this year, had won permission from the courts to 
stop appeals to spare his life.

“Nothing I can say can change the past,” Martinez 
said from the death chamber gurney. “Asking for 
forgiveness or saying I’m sorry is not going to 
change anything.”

He told witnesses, including relatives of his 
victims and his own friends and relatives, that he 
hoped they could find peace and was “sorry for put-
ting you through this.”

Then as the drugs began taking effect, he added: 
“I’m sorry. I truly am.”

Eight minutes later, he was pronounced dead.
Martinez was on parole after serving five months 

of a five-year sentence for attempted sexual assault 
when he was arrested for the slayings of Carolina 
Prado, 37, and her son, Erik, 14. At the time of his 
arrest at his grandmother’s home in San Marcos, 
where he fled after the killings, he’d also been 
sought for nine months for refusing to report to his 
parole officer.

Federal judge asks
for separate trials 

HOUSTON (AP) — A federal judge facing five 
counts of sexual abuse and one count of obstruct-
ing justice is asking that the obstruction charge 
either be dropped or tried separately.

U.S. District Judge Samuel Kent is to stand trial 
later this month on charges alleging he fondled 
two female court employees and tried to force them 
into sexual acts.

In court filings this week, Kent said that two 
trials are necessary because he must take the 
stand in the sexual abuse cases and he must not 
testify on his own behalf in the other case, the 
Houston Chronicle reported in its online edition 
Wednesday.

Dick DeGuerin, Kent’s lawyer, told U.S. Senior 
Judge Roger Vinson, of Florida, that Kent had 
everything to lose and nothing to gain by testifying 
in his own defense in the obstruction charge. He 
asked that the charge be dismissed as vague and 
because it fails to meet the elements of the statute.

Kent is accused in that case of lying about sexual 
contact with an employee to judges who investi-
gated a misconduct complaint against him.

Kent has pleaded innocent to all the charges. His 
trial is set for Feb. 23.

Convicted murderer’s 
penalty retrial date set 

ODESSA (AP) — Jury selection for the penalty 
phase of a retrial is set for April 1 of a man whose 
death sentence was overturned because an expert 
witness testified the defendant’s ethnicity was one 
indicator that he was a future danger to society.

Michael Dean “Spider” Gonzales was convicted 
in 1995 of the April 21, 1994, slayings of Manuel 
Aguirre, 73, and his wife Merced, 65, during a 
break-in at their Odessa home.

He is among a half-dozen Texas death row inmates 
to receive a new punishment trial because of testi-
mony by Walter Quijano, former chief psycholo-
gist for the Texas Department of Criminal Justice. 
In those cases, Quijano cited race and ethnicity as 
among several reasons a defendant was a future 
danger to society. A jury must decide if a convicted 

murderer is a future threat to impose the death 
sentence.

The case was sent back to Ector County, but 
District Attorney Bobby Bland recused himself at 
the attorney general’s recommendation to avoid 
the appearance of a conflict of interest because his 
first assistant district attorney used to be married 
to the lead investigator in the case.

In June 2000, the U.S. Supreme Court overturned 
a death sentence in another Texas case because 
Quijano made what the high court said was improp-
er race-based testimony.
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SATURDAY
FEBRUARY7
9AM-9PM

PREVIEW
DAY!

FRIDAY
FEBRUARY 6

50% OFF
MEN’S SUIT SEPARATES
By Dockers®. Jackets & pants

Reg. 45.00-175.00, Sale 22.50-87.50

60% OFF
ENTIRE STOCK FINE JEWELRY

Plus, Extra 10% OFF!
Gold, sterling silver and diamonds.

40% OFF
JUNIORS COLLECTIONS

By U.S. Polo Assn.® and Unionbay®.
Reg. 22.00-44.00, Sale 13.20-26.40

40% OFF
MISSES KNIT TOPS

By Hannah®and Rebecca Malone®. 
Reg. 16.00-28.00, Sale 9.60-16.80

50% OFF
YOUNG MEN’S SOUTHPOLE®

Tees, woven shirts, jeans and shorts. 
Reg. 24.00-50.00, Sale 12.00-25.00

40% OFF
DESIGNER HANDBAGS

Tommy Hilfiger®, U.S. Polo Assn.®, more.
Reg. 25.00-110.00, Sale 15.00-66.00

40% OFF
JUNIORS DRESSY TOPS
By Tempted®, L8ter® and more.

Reg. 30.00, Sale 18.00

40% OFF
MISSES RQT® SEPARATES

All Knit tops, blouses, pants, more.
Reg. 42.00-60.00, Sale 25.20-36.00

40% OFF
KIDS COLLECTIONS

By Southpole® and U.S. Polo Assn®. 
Reg. 16.00-42.00, Sale 9.60-25.20

30% OFF
LADIES CASUAL SHOES

By Mia®, Mudd®, Hush Puppies®, more.
Reg. 40.00-68.00, Sale 28.00-47.60

SALE 29.99
JUNIORS DRESSES 

Styles by Graffiti®, Wrappers® and 
BeBop®. Reg. 48.00.

40% OFF
SPECIAL SIZES SPORTSWEAR

Plus-sizes and petites. 
Reg. 16.00-50.00, Sale 9.60-30.00

25-50% OFF
EVERYTHING FOR BABY

By Carter’s®, U.S. Polo Assn®, more. 
Reg. 5.00-29.00, Sale 3.75-17.40 

SALE 39.99
ATHLETIC SHOES FOR HIM, HER

By Nike, Reebok® and more.
Reg. 50.00-55.00.

50% OFF
PORTICO & DUBLIN® CRYSTAL

By Fifth Avenue® & Dublin®. 
Reg. 20.00-70.00, Sale 10.00-35.00

40% OFF
ALL PLAYTEX® BRAS

Secrets®, 18 Hour®, CrossYour Heart®.
Reg. 26.00-32.00, Sale 15.60-19.20

EXTRA 40%OFF
ENTIRE STOCK RED-TICKETEDCLEARANCE

FOR A TOTAL SAVINGS OF 80%! 
*Total savings off original prices. Excludes green & yellow-ticketed merchandise.

90231802.B    2/04/09    ONE DAY SALE ROP    4 Col x 14"    B&W ROP    MN    12 Bealls Mexican; 3A Bealls    Nann Beisner / Rob Pi
Julie Schwalen-Lee

10% OFF ALL DAY + Bonus VIP Points 
when you open a new credit card account* 
*Subject to credit approval. Exclusions apply.

GIFT CARDS!* At www.beallstx.com
1-877-737-8243 and in all stores.
*Terms and conditions apply.

E-ALERTS!
Receive advance notice of sales.
Sign up at www.beallstx.com

90231802.BJPS  1/28/09  9:57 AM  Page 1

HOURS:
MONDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M.   SUNDAY 12:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M.

INSIDE THE BIG SPRING MALL 12153
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~ Everybody Welcome ~

GLOBAL MISSIONS
CAMP MEETING

at

SPRING TABERNACLE
1209 Wright St., Big Spring

INTERNATIONAL MINISTRY
Guyana, S. America - Robert Persaud
Saskatchewan, Canada - Terry Miller

Grand Junction, Colorado - Andy Snoke

~ FEB. 6 - 7 - 8 ~
FRI. 7 pm, SAT.-SUN. 10am & 7pm

+ COME TO HEAR THE ANOINTED WORD +

(Contact: Sis. Mona Lue Tonn, Ph: 432-270-0160)

16
26

8

16268-spring tabernacle-2-4.indd   1 2/3/09   4:21:32 PM

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

Document6  1/4/07  1:26 PM  Page 1 Network Macintosh HD:Tempora

News in brief To subscribe,
call 263-7331
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Game added for 
Big Spring Lady Steers

Originally the Big Spring Lady Steers basketball 
team was scheduled for a bye Friday, but will 
instead host Rankin in a non-district game at 7 
p.m. in Steer Gym. The junior varsity will take the 
hardwood first at 5:30 p.m.

Lady Steers boosters
meeting Monday

The Big Spring Lady Steers Booster Club is meet-
ing at 5:45 p.m. Monday at the Athletic Training 
Center.

All parents of Lady Steer athletes from the junior 

high to the varsity levels are encouraged to 
attend.

Free junior tennis 
league starts Monday

Big Spring tennis pro Ted Olesen is starting a 
free Junior Tennis League Monday at the Figure 
Seven Tennis Center in Comanche Trail Park.

The league is for boys and girls 8-12 years old or 
in grades four through six. 

It will be held every Monday from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. 

Just bring a racket or one will be provided.
At 5:15 each Monday before the league starts, 

Olesen will accept challengers who believe they 

can throw a football farther than he can. Anyone 
able to do so will win a free 30-minute tennis les-
son.

For more information, visit www.bigspringten-
nis.com.

Coahoma softball alumni
needed for annual game

The 7th Annual Coahoma Softball Alumni Game 
has been scheduled for 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 14, 
and will be played at the Coahoma High School 
field. 

Any former player interested in participating 
should call Amy Dunn at 263-2228 or 394-4323.

Sports in brief

National Signing day - State roundup

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull

Big Spring football players, from left, Zamir Linton, LaRay Woodard, Cade Hollandsworth and 
Sidney Parker celebrate after signing letters of intent to play football at West Texas A&M 
Wednesday at the Athletic Training Center.

By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

West Texas A&M Steers?
There are now four of 

them.
Sidney Parker, Cade 

Hollandsworth, LaRay 
Woodard and Zamir Linton 
all signed letters of intent to 
play football at West Texas 
A&M Wednesday. 

“This is pretty special,” 
said Big Spring Head Coach 
Phillip Ritchey. “I’ve seen a 
lot of kids sign to play foot-
ball at the next level in my 
years as a coach, but I’ve 

never seen this many players 
from the same program sign 
to play for the same school. It 
says a lot about how good our 
team was last season for WT 
to come down and want four 
of our guys.

“WT is getting a great group 
of players,” Ritchey contin-
ued. “I’ve probably talked to 
them 20 times in the last two 
weeks and I kept telling them 
about the quality of individu-
als they’re recruiting here. 
We’re really excited for all 
four of these guys.”

See WTAMU, Page 7

Four Steers ink
with WTAMU

AP photo/Larry Kolvoord/Austin American-Statesman

Lake Travis quarterback Garrett Gilbert runs with the ball against 
Killeen in a football game in Austin, Dec. 6, 2008. Gilbert, the son of 
former NFL quarterback Gale Gilbert and a two-time state champion 
at Lake Travis, signed with the Texas Longhorns Wednesday and will 
be on the Texas depth chart behind Heisman runner-up Colt McCoy 
next season. 

By JIM VERTUNO
AP Sports Writer

AUSTIN — Garrett Gilbert took most of 
the drama out of the latest Texas recruit-
ing class a year ago. The 6-foot-4 high 
school All-American quarterback com-
mitted to the Longhorns the day after the 
2008 signing day.

Other top players quickly followed.
On Wednesday, the heir-apparent to Colt 

McCoy made it official when he signed his 
letter of intent to headline another bum-
per crop of recruits headed to Austin. 
Gilbert was the Parade Magazine and

See UT, Page 13

By CHRIS DUNCAN
AP Sports Writer

COLLEGE STATION — One of Mike 
Sherman’s first mandates for his staff 
when he became Texas A&M’s coach in 
November 2007 was to start evaluating the 
nation’s high school juniors.

Sherman unveiled the results of their 
labors on Wednesday, the first day of the 
national signing period, announcing a list 
of 28 recruits for the 2009 season. The class 
includes 16 defensive players, 11 offensive 
players and a punter. Sherman lured the 
entire class from two states — 25 from 
Texas and three from Louisiana.

See A&M, Page 13

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

NEW YORK — On signing day, LSU 
and Alabama could both claim to be 
No. 1.

On the field, the Tigers and Crimson 
Tide are poised to battle for the top 
spot in the SEC West for years — and 
there’s no sharing those trips to the 
Southeastern Conference title game.

LSU and Alabama jockeyed for the 
top spot in the recruiting rankings 
Wednesday, with Nick Saban’s Tide 
closing strong and even getting one 

Louisiana star to switch from purple 
and gold to crimson and white on 
signing day.

LSU was No. 1 in the Scouts, Inc./
ESPNU rankings, with Alabama fifth. 
Tom Lemming of CBS College Sports 
also had LSU on top and ‘Bama fifth.

Rivals.com and Allen Wallace of 
Scout.com and SuperPrep gave 
Alabama the top spot, just ahead of 
LSU.

As if LSU fans needed another rea-
son to seethe about Saban. The for-
mer Tigers coach needed just two 
seasons in Tuscaloosa to wrest the 

SEC West away from Les Miles’ team 
and won his first visit to Baton Rouge 
with the Tide.

Alabama went 11-2 last season and 
played for the Southeastern 
Conference championship, while LSU 
disappointed and finished 8-5 a sea-
son after winning the national cham-
pionship in 2007.

Now, just when Miles and LSU 
appeared primed to be crowned the 
undisputed kings of recruiting for 
2009, Saban swooped in and grabbed 
some of the spotlight.

Several talented players who 

entered Wednesday uncommitted 
picked Alabama — and the Tide rose 
up the charts.

“We were able to attract maybe a 
half-dozen other players that weren’t 
committed to us that were outstand-
ing national recruits,” Saban said. 
“During the thick of it, at the end 
with a bunch of national recruits, 
you’re going to get your share. We felt 
like we got our share today.”

The most notable was Dre 
Kirkpatrick, rated the No. 1 

See SIGNING, Page 14

LUBBOCK (AP) — Texas Tech coach 
Mike Leach said Wednesday his 10th 
recruiting class on the West Texas plains 
was his best. He’s pretty sure a remark-
able 2008 season had something to do 
with it.

The Red Raiders rose to No. 2 in the 
national rankings, the highest they’ve 
ever been. They got there with one of the 
plays of the year in college football — 
Michael Crabtree’s last-second touch-
down catch to beat No. 1 Texas. That 
dramatic win and several other games 
were seen nationally in prime time.

“It’s hard to gauge, but I guess when 
you call somebody, they’re quicker to 
come to the phone,” Leach said. “There

See TECH, Page 7

WACO (AP) — The bulk of Baylor’s lat-
est signing class has designs on protect-
ing standout quarterback Robert Griffin.

Coach Art Briles introduced a class of 
28 players Wednesday, the first day of the 
national signing period. The group 
includes six offensive linemen, more 
than any other position, and five already 
weigh more than 300 pounds.

“The O-line class we signed, they can 
all play,” Briles said.

Those linemen join 6-foot-5, 290-pound 
offensive tackle Danny Watkins, a 
Canadian who transferred from a 
California junior college and is already 
enrolled at Baylor. Watkins will go 
through spring practice.

See BAYLOR, Page 13

UT has state’s 
top class... again

Leach calls 2009 class
his best at Texas Tech

Sherman brings 28
recruits to A&M

Baylor goes OL heavy
in Briles’ 2009 class

LSU, Alabama rivalry heats up on national signing day



TECH
Continued from Page 6

was just a lot of positive attention our university was able to have this year 
that drew a lot of people in. When we brought them to the games, we were able 
to get a lot of them rallied around us.”

The results showed on national signing day, with 15 of the 25 who signed 
letters of intent coming in what Leach saw as the biggest areas of need: offen-
sive and defensive lines and secondary.

Among the notable defensive tackles were a pair of out-of-state recruits: 

Pearlie Graves of Tulsa, Okla., and Romario Cathey of Nashville, Tenn. The 
6-foot-3, 260-pound Graves might have been the biggest coup. The No. 6 pros-
pect in Oklahoma on Rivals.com’s list was recruited by Oklahoma and 
Oklahoma State.

“He personifies a defensive tackle,” Leach said. “He’s aggressive and physi-
cal.”

The Red Raiders lost all four safeties on the depth chart, so they could be 
looking for immediate help from the likes of Terrance Bullitt of Garland 
Naaman Forest, Daniel Cobb of Killeen Ellison and Will Ford of Abilene 
Cooper.
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WTAMU
Continued from Page 6

West Texas A&M, which is located 
in Canyon, competes in the NCAA’s 
Division II and has been ranked in 
the Top 25 for 48 consecutive weeks. 
The Buffaloes have received a Top-10 
ranking at the end of the past three 
seasons in the American Football 
Coaches Association Division II Poll.

They’re coached by Don Carthel, 
who is entering his fifth year at the 
helm. In four seasons, Carthel has led 
the Buffs to a 44-4 record and three 
Lone Star Conference champion-
ships. 

In 2008, the Buffs were eliminated 
in the second round of the Division II 
playoffs by LSC foe Abilene Christian, 
who was fifth in the final poll. ACU 
dealt WT its only two losses on the 
year as the Buffs finished 11-2. 

West Texas A&M had won just 
seven games over the previous four 
years combined before Carthel took 
over the program.

Big Spring’s signees will have an 
opportunity to contribute immedi-
ately to the continuation of WT’s suc-
cess. However, there’s also a chance 
all four could be redshirted. 

For Hollandsworth, the opportunity 
to continue playing football, while 
achieving his college education was 
most important.

“I know I said in an interview ear-
lier this year that I don’t care where I 
play college football just as long as I 
get to,” he said.

There was a chance the two-time 
all-state defender wouldn’t get on the 
football field again. In Big Spring’s 
fifth game of the season in Sweetwater, 
Hollandsworth suffered a knee injury 
that put him out of commission for 
four weeks. 

Before the injury, several Division I 
programs, including Big Ten power 
Iowa, were taking looks at 
Hollandsworth.

When he came back from injury, he 
moved to defensive end from inside 
linebacker and showed the ability to 
produce at the position. In Big 
Spring’s area round playoff game 
against El Paso Riverside, 
Hollandsworth was a consistent force 
in the Riverside backfield, recording 
multiple sacks, forcing two fumbles 
and recovering one for a touchdown.

For his efforts, he 
was an honorable 
mention selection 
to the Associated 
Press and Texas 
Sports Writers 
Association All-
State teams as a 
defensive lineman. 
Last year, he made 
both lists as a line-
backer.

Despite all the 
accolades, Hol-

landsworth said WT was really his 
only choice to pursue a college foot-
ball career.

“I really didn’t have another school 
pursuing me,” he said. “Abilene 
Christian had offered some, but it 
wasn’t enough. I really liked WT. I 
liked the campus and felt comfortable 
with the coaches. Plus, there’s a real-
ly strong (Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes) program and that’s very 
important to me.

“I do expect to be redshirted, but 
they’re going to give me a shot to play 
inside linebacker, which I’m really 
excited about,” Hollandsworth con-
tinued. “The coach did tell me that if 
I continue to grow and get bigger, 
though, then I’ll be moved to the 
defensive line.”

Similarly, Woodard saw interest 
from Division I programs fall to the 
wayside before landing at WT. 

At one time, he had a scholarship 
offer to play at North Texas, but 
decided to hold out and see what 
other schools might show interest. 
Another offer didn’t come and UNT 
pulled its off the table.

Then, Woodard was charged with 

gun possession on school property as 
local police recovered a shotgun from 
the trunk of his car. 

While the charges have been subse-
quently dropped, Woodard was afraid 
he wouldn’t get an opportunity to 
play at the college level.

“I just want to thank God, my par-
ents, my coaches and everyone else 
who supported me through that whole 
ordeal,” he said. “I didn’t know if I’d 
ever get to play football again. I’m 
very blessed to get the chance to play 
at WT.

“They simply offered the best deal,” 
Woodard continued. “I had some 
other options, but I liked what WT 
had to offer. It’s going to be nice to 
have some teammates there with me. 
It makes it a more comfortable envi-
ronment.”

Woodard was a second-team All-
District safety in 2008 after being a 

first-team pick in 
2007 as a junior. He 
placed second at 
last year’s state 
track meet in the 
long jump and was 
a district champi-
onship in the 110-
meter hurdles.

Parker was also a 
track stud for Big 
Spring last season, 
being a regional 
qualifier in the 800 

meters and triple jump events. 
He’s also led the Steers in receiving 

for the past two seasons. 
He caught 21 passes for 485 yards, 

for an astounding 23 yards per catch 
average, and five touchdowns in 2008, 
despite playing in a run-first 
scheme.

Now, Parker will get a chance to 
play in a more pass-oriented offense.

“WT throws the ball a lot,” he noted. 
“That’s going to give me a chance to 
catch a lot of balls. I was told I might 
be redshirted my freshman year, but 
the coach also said that if I can play 
then I’m going to get my chance.”

Parker was an All-Big Country, All-

Region and All-
District player as 
a senior. Having 
some of his high 
school teammates 
playing the same 
role for him in col-
lege is something 
Parker is looking 
forward to.

“I think it’s great 
that we’re all going 
up there,” he said. 
“I’m really looking forward to having 
these guys around.”

Linton was the fastest player on a 
very quick Steers team. He was 
clocked at a 4.37 in the 40-yard dash at 
the start of the season. 

Linton played several different posi-
tions for Big Spring and started games 
at cornerback, quarterback, wide 
receiver and tailback. 

He was also one of the Steers’ top 
kick returners.

At WT, he’ll be 
put on defense and 
will man up on 
wide receivers at 
the cornerback 
position.

“I’m happy to 
have the chance to 
keep playing foot-
ball,” said Linton. 
“WT is a great pro-
gram. They’ve been 
contending for the 
national champion-

ship the last few years. That’s my 
goal — to win a national champion-
ship.”

Carthel describes Linton as an 
“intimidating presence in the second-
ary.” Linton was a first-team All-
District selection at cornerback. He’s 
also a regional qualifier in the 
200-meter run and as a member of the 
4x100 and 4x200 meter relay teams in 
track.

West Texas A&M’s season begins 
Aug. 29 with a home game against 
fourth-ranked Grand Valley State 
University. 

Hollandsworth

Woodard

Parker

Linton
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Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

GRAVE SPACE in Trinity Me-
morial Park- Space #2 only, Lot 
214, Section Meditation- Price 
$2000. Call Joyce M. Brumley 
(817)652-1815 or e-mail 
joymgab@aol.com

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Garage Sales
CARPORT SALE: 2404 Marcy 
(F.M. 700), Saturday Only. Ta-
ble/ chairs, Playstation 2, sofa, 
truck tool box, dishes, silver-
ware, Christmas tree, lots of 
stuff.

GARAGE Sale. 211 S. Moss 
Lake Rd., Saturday 8am-5pm. 
Couches, entertainment center, 
kitchen tables, piano, toys, tan-
ning bed, winter clothing. Lots 
of NEW Misc. items. Also have 
baby Cockatiels. 
432-816-3005.

INSIDE SALE: Saturday 
8:00am-3:00pm, CORNER 
5TH & BELL. Misc. furniture, 
kitchen items, bedding, house 
decor., exercise equip., nice 
women’s clothes, Prom 
dresses, lots of misc.... some 
garage items. NO EARLY 
SALES PLEASE!!

MOVING SALE: Friday 8-5 & 
Saturday 8-? Dining table- 6 
chairs, freezer, refrigerator, 
couch, china, T.V., King bed-
room suite, tools, porch swing, 
misc. All must go. 2701 
Apache.

YARD SALE: Saturday 9:30-? 
108 North East 11th.

Help Wanted
CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Police Officer - Certified

Jailer 
IT Specialist

Water Treatment 
Plant Operator

Cemetery Maintenance Worker
Administrative Secretary

Equal Opportunity 
Employer

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

COLLECTION REPRESENTA-
TIVE position. Apply in person 
at Cosden Federal Credit Un-
ion, 400 East Marcy, Big 
Spring, Texas.

COMFORT INN now hiring 
Front Desk and Housekeeping. 
Must pass Criminal Check. 
Please apply in person at 2900 
East I-20.

CROSSROADS HOSPICE is 
seeking RN Full-time to provide 
compassionate care to our pts 
in Big Spring and surrounding 
area. Hospice experience pre-
ferred. Fax resume to:
Debbie Read @ 432-263-5301. 
EOE.

Help Wanted

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. Great 
starting wage- $7.00 an hour, 
plus delivery compensation, 
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices. 
Got experience? Work for 
Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

FULL-TIME OUTREACH CO-
ORDINATOR needed for local 
service agency to work with all 
age groups. 40 hours a week, 
benefits, local travel required. 
Must have dependable trans-
portation, outgoing personality 
and be self-motivated. Salary 
plus travel reimbursement, 
background check required. 
Send resume c/o: P.O. Box 
1431-102, Big Spring, Texas 
79721.

Full-time TELLER POSITION. 
Apply in person at Cosden 
Federal Credit Union, 400 East 
Marcy, Big Spring, Tx.

IMMEDIATE OPENING for 
part-time Laundry attendant. 
Work 14 days- 7 days off. Must 
have own car & phone. Apply 
1208 Gregg Street.

INDEPENDENT OIL and Gas 
Contractor are looking for reli-
able/dependable employees to 
work in the Big Spring and 
Colorado city area. We are in 
need of 2-Roustabouts, 
1-Driller and 2-Helpers. CDL 
and H2S certification is a nec-
essary. Pre-employment drug 
test required. You must be able 
to work independently with 
minimal supervision, have 
good origination and communi-
cation skills. We offer competi-
tive pay (DOE), insurance, paid 
life insurance, 401K after 1 
year. Standard holiday pay. 
40-60 hrs. a week. Please 
send resume to: P.O. Box 
52508, Midland, TX. 
79710-2508.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

P/T ACTIVITY Coordinator for 
local nonprofit community cen-
ter. Looking for enthusiastic, 
creative, and resourceful per-
son only. Must be computer 
savvy and have previous expe-
rience with children and senior 
citizens. Flexible position. 
$15/$18 hour. 68 hours per 
month. E-mail: 
kdanley@ti-f.org

Help Wanted
PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now seeking a 
full time 10/6 Charge Nurse. 
This position will offer retire-
ment, paid vacation, health in-
surance bonus, great starting 
pay and a friendly working en-
vironment. Stop by or fill out an 
application online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net
3200 Parkway
432.263.4041.

PART-TIME JANITORIAL
Work. Dependable. Call 
(432)267-6027, (432)213-1186.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

POST OFFICE Hiring Nation-
ally! Avg. pay $20/hr, $57K/yr 
including Federal Benefits, 
OT. Optional fee-based test 
prep materials, not affiliated 
with the US Postal Service. 
1-866-795-4058.

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
4PC LEATHER Sofa and 
Love brand new has War-
ranty Will take $650. 
432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
3 pcs King Pillow Top Mattress 
Set still in plastic w/ Factory 
Warranty. $235. 432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

New Pillow Top Twin Mattress 
Sets, will separate, and take 
$115. per set. Factory Sealed. 
432-664-8980.
..................................................
Cherry sleigh-bed solid wood 
still in box with mattress set, 
both new $395. 432-664-8980.

QUEEN MATTRESS with box 
both are new with warranty. 
$135. Frame available. 
432-664-8980.
-----------------------------------------
Brand New 5pc Micro fiber 
Sofa/Love seat, with War-
ranty. $550. 432-664-8980.

Miscellaneous
Dining table & 4 chairs. Never 
used, Dark oak finish. $270. 
806-549-3110...........................
Counter height table & chairs. 
Ebony finish. NEW from mfg...
$399. 806-549-3110.................

On the Farm
2008 HAY

Hybrid Sorghum Sudangrass
Tridan (Sweet)

1- 2500 Round Bales 5x6
806-239-1942

Pets
AKC REGISTERED Dachs-
hund puppies. Call 
(432)353-4435 or 270-1435.

Real Estate for Rent
104 WEST 13th. Between Main 
& Scurry. Large 1 bedroom, 
Duplex. $550.00 month. 
$500.00 deposit. All Bills Paid, 
Call (432)264-6611.

$400/MO! BUY a 4 bed, 3 
bath! 5% dn, 30 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 
x F086.

1201 LLOYD, 2 bdr, 1bath. 2 
Living areas, CH/A, carport. 
$525. month- $400. deposit. 
Call 432-263-1792, 816-9984.

14X80 MOBILE Home 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, CH/A. Forsan 
School District. Water fur-
nished, electrical only utility. 
Call (432)267-1180 or 
816-4644.

1734 PURDUE 3 bdr, 2 bath, 
Fenced yard. $850/ month, 
$750/ deposit. Call after 5pm 
432-816-1255.

702 WEST 18TH. Three Bed-
room, two bath. CH/A, two  liv-
ing areas, utility room. $750. 
month, $400. deposit. Call 
(432)267-7449.

FURNISHED CORPORATE
RENTAL AVAILABLE. 30 day 
Minimal Stay. Beautifully fur-
nished with new appliances, 
complete kitchen appliances, 
BBQ, cable internet. Call 
James at (432)816-4453 or 
email: 
torreyhomes@hue-llc.com

LOFT FOR Lease, 123-C 
Main. $1,000. month plus de-
posit. One year lease required. 
No pets. (432)770-5656. or 
(432)517-0038 or office 
(432)263-6514.

SMALL TWO bedroom house, 
CH/A, Forsan ISD, fenced 
backyard. $550. month, $500. 
deposit. Call (432)263-7420.

VALENTINES SPECIAL!!
$100. off 1st month rent!

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 Bdrm  $350 month 
2  Bdrm $395 month

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!

Real Estate for Sale
A REAL PROFIT MAKER

FULL SERVICE 
BRUSHLESS CAR WASH

PLUS 5 SELF-SERVE 
WASH BAYS 

4 VAC STATIONS
PLUS 8 DETAIL STALLS

2 Self-service Shampoo Ma-
chines and Vending Machines. 
Self Service Air.
Located on Full City Block 
220'x240’ Paved. 

Details and Price
Doctors orders. 

Must Retire 
See Me Today!!

Bill Chrane 
432-213-0426

Big Spring, Texas

ATTENTION HOME Builders 
and Developers. For Sale 26 
Acres, corner of Parkway and 
Hearn Street. Paved streets, all 
utilities- either in street or alley. 
Lots already plotted into 70 lots 
approved by the city. Owner 
will sell you the lots and prop-
erty under contracted to be 
paid upon completion and sale 
of house and lot. Call 
(432)213-0426.

BY OWNER 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
2 living areas. 1408 Stadium. 
Call Pam (432)631-5468.

Real Estate for Sale
By Owner 2535 Gunter Circle.  
2 Bdrm, 1 bath. Fully remod-
eled, new carpet and paint. 
CH/A. Garage and Utility room. 
Oversize bedroom and lounge. 
In good neighborhood. 
$59,900.00. Payments will be 
$566. Monthly.  Call Patience 
432-349-5242.

BY OWNER 3/2/2, 1885 sq. 
feet. 525 Scott, Highland 
South, Remodeled in 2007. 
$145,000.00. Call 
432-264-1364.

BY OWNER- 3547 Sq. Ft. 
Brick-  4 bdrm, 2-1/2 baths, 3 
living rooms,  2 car garage, 
1-1/2 acres. 8403 Gail Hwy. 
Below appraisal $179,500.00. 
432-270-4646. 

CHAMPION LAKE Cabin. One 
acre. Stocked. Great fishing 
from city park on lake. Ap-
praised $23,000.00. Sell 
$12,000. Good Investment. 
Call (325)728-9169.

A MAN’S DREAM..... 40’X22’ 
garage/workshop, steel siding 
on house, central heat/air. Hot 
tub! Call for details- Home Re-
altors (432)263-1284.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm, 2 
bath! Only $24,500!  Must see! 
For listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER will FINANCE!!! No 
closing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream of 
home ownership. Call for a list 
of homes in your area! (Call 
Milton 806-790-0827).

OWNER FINANCE, 5 Bed-
room, 2 bath,  2,500 sq. ft.. 
$3,950. Down, $735. per 
month plus taxes and insur-
ance. Call (432)816-9591.

OWNER FINANCE- 2715 Cen-
tral Drive, Kentwood addition, 
near school. 3/2, fireplace, 
shop, fenced. $129,500.00 with  
10% Down, $1,125.00 per 
month. Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE. $3,950 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
(432)816-9591.

OWNER FINANCE. Fixer Up-
per! Low monthly. Low down. 
1302 Wright. (325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE, Low 
Down, Low Monthly, Easy 
Terms. 1505 Cherokee- 3/2, 
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent 
512-426-1850.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
1995 MAZDA 626 Cheap! 
$650 obo! Runs Great! For list-
ings 800-544-1092 x N237.

Vehicles
2001 HARLEY Davidson, Soft 
Tail Deuce. 17,000 Miles, cov-
ered in chrome, twin cam fuel 
injected. $12,500. OBO. Call 
(432)816-3030.

Legals
COUNTY OF HOWARD
BIG SPRING, TEXAS

Invitation to Bid
The Howard County Auditor will 

accept sealed bids until 10:00 A.M. 
on February 20, 2009 for:

One (1)- 1 Ton Crew Cab Chas-
sis/Cab with Flat Bed.

To be used for maintenance of 
County Roads.

Bids may be mailed to the How-
ard County Auditor, at P.O. Box 
1949, Big Spring, Texas 
79721-1949 or delivered to the 
Auditor’s Office, Room 202 County 
Courthouse.

Mark Sealed Envelopes 
“SEALED BID FOR 1-Ton Crew 
Cab Chassis/Cab with Flat Bed

Bids will be presented to the 
Commissioners’ Court on February 
23, 2009 at 10:00 A.M. for their 
consideration.

The court reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids.
Jackie Olson,
County Auditor
#6038 February 5 & 12, 2009

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR COMMERCIAL OIL AND 

GAS WASTE DISPOSAL 
WELL PERMIT

McDonnold Operating, Inc., 505 N. 
Big Spring, Suite 204, Midland, TX 
79701, is applying to the Railroad 
Commission of Texas for a permit 
to commercially dispose of pro-
duced salt water or other oil and 
gas waste by well injection into a 
porous formation not productive of 
oil or gas. The applicant proposes 
to dispose of oil and gas waste into 
the San Andres, the Rogers B 
Lease, Well Number 1. The pro-
posed disposal well is located 1 
mile West of Coahoma, TX in the 
Signal Perak (Wolfcamp) Field, 
Howard County, Texas. The waste-
water will be injected into strata in 
the subsurface depth interval from 
2510 feet to 4001 feet. Legal 
Authority: Chapter 27 of the Texas 
Water Code, as amended, Title 3 
of the Texas Natural Resources 
Code, as amended, and the State-
wide Rule of the Oil and Gas Divi-
sion of the Railroad Commission of 
Texas. Requests for a public hear-
ing from persons who can show 
they are adversely affected, or re-
quests for further information con-
cerning any aspect of the applica-
tion should be submitted in writing, 
within fifteen days of publication, to 
the Environmental Services Sec-
tion, Oil and Gas Division, Railroad 
Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 
12967, Capitol Station, Austin, TX 
78711 (Telephone 512/463-6792).
#6042 February 5, 2009

We are currently seeking a Sales Executive in the Big 
Spring area. It is an honor to care for our employees & to 

packages, supportive work environment, tuition assistance 
and online CE courses. Opportunities for advancement are 
offered to all who work hard with a great attitude. Happi-
ness & joy are cornerstones of our workplace.

15871

We are currently seeking a RN in the Big Spring area. It is 
an honor to care for our employees & to serve our patients. 

-
ive work environment, tuition assistance and online CE 
courses. Opportunities for advancement are offered to all 
who work hard with a great attitude. Happiness & joy are 
cornerstones of our workplace.
Prefer an RN with 1 year experience.

16329

16329 accolade-2-5-09.indd   1 2/5/09   9:01:32 AM

Are you a person who has used mental health services? Do 
you want to learn how your recovery journey can help others 
to recover? If so, we can train you to become a 

Peer Support Specialist!
Big Spring State Hospital is seeking a Peer Support Specialist
Responsibilities:

and provide individual support to customers as needed.
Requirements:

-
vices, (preferably with the experience of hospitalization) and have 
at least 1 year recovery.

     20 hours per week

Contact Lorie Couch at (432) 268-7417
or email lorie.couch@dshs.state.tx.us 15877

15877-Big Spring St.-2009.indd   1 1/30/09   10:53:24 AM

We Can Save 
You Money By

Advertising Your
Business In Our

Professional 
Service Directory! 

Call 
263-7331

for more information.
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e : 
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set:   $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

NAIL SALON PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Cash Sale
Very Reasonable

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

CONCRETE

YOUR AD

111 E. Marcy Dr. Ste 110       (432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

LAWN CARE
FALL CLEANUP

Rake Leaves, Hauling
Tree Trimming, Tilling, Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service

816-6150 or
267-5460

FREE ESTIMATES 18675

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600  S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
Complete Home Remodel

Tile - Sheetrock - 
- Appliance Install -

Free Estimates
432-816-6282

JANITORIAL

BREATHE E-Z
Chimney, Air Duct 

Specials!
We clean everything!

Offices, Homes, 
Carpets, etc.

INSURED

1-866-843-1837 17
95

9

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heaters
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heater
Parts and Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 18480

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

18
30

3

HOUSEKEEPING

PROFESSIONAL 
HOUSE 

CLEANING
References Available

Fair Prices &
 Quality Work

CALL
(432) 213-599118477

THIS SPACE COULD  BE YOUR AD
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

HOME IMPROVEMENT

15
26

5

Drywall, Ceramic & Wood 
Floors, Metal Roofs, Shingle 
Roofs, Carpentry, Additions.

WE DO ALL TYPES OF
CONSTRUCTION!

Call Mike
432-213-0047

SANCHEZ
CONSTRUCTION

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH

CALL
(432) 264-6134

“Se Habla Espanol”
*With RAL Approval

On Income Tax Refund
Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

TAX ASSOCIATES
406 Runnels
(Across From Bargain Mart)

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CALL RON

432-213-5540

L & R 
Construction
 Complete Home remodeling, 

Repairs, Additions, Floor and Wall 
Tile, Glass Block, Stone, Interior & 

Exterior Painting, Laminate 
Counter Tops, Cabinets, Drywall, 

WE CAN DO IT ALL.

16
16

9

HOUSECLEANING/JANITORIAL

15
71

1

House cleaning and 
janitorial services  

Scheduled house cleaning 
available 5 days a week

Mon.-Fri.
Walk through estimating

213-7355 or 213-4616

Kinards Cleaning

STORAGE

Bk self storage
mini storage • boat • rv

all sizes available
our storage free's up

your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8

HOME IMPROVEMENT

EXECUTIVE PAINTING
Comm. / Res.

Interior / Exterior
Drywall - Texture Repair

20 yrs. experience
432-816-3903

LEAVE MESSAGE15879

15879-GARY WEEKS-2-1.indd   1 1/30/09   9:56:25 AM
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By CAROLE FELDMAN
Associated Press Writer

Olympian Will 
Simpson got hooked on 
horses after his mom 
saw an ad for two-for-
one riding lessons and 
signed him and his sis-
ter up.

Competing in the 
Olympics was always a 
dream.

“I just kept pursuing 
it and working at it and 
finally it became a real-
ization and a reality,” 
said Simpson, a mem-
ber of the 2008 gold med-
al-winning U.S. show 
jumping team.

That’s the same advice 
he gives to people think-
ing about riding com-
petitively.

It takes a long time,” 
said Simpson, who start-
ed riding when he was 
11. “You really have to 
persevere.”

The rewards, he said, 
go way beyond medals 
and ribbons. “It’s an 
amazing sense of accom-
plishment,” he said. “It 
corresponds to every 
walk of life, that trust 
and that teamwork.”

As with many sports, 
riding can provide 
camaraderie, and teach 
responsibility, a strong 
work ethic and the 
importance of helping 
others.

But unlike softball or 
soccer, it comes with a 
huge price tag, especial-
ly if you start competing 
in horse shows. You 
have to outfit horse and 
rider, cover trailer costs 
to transport the horse, 
and pay stall and entry 
fees. It’s not unusual for 
a show tab to reach 
thousands of dollars.

That doesn’t include 
the cost of owning or 
leasing a horse, includ-
ing board and vet bills.

But Simpson, 49, of 
Thousand Oaks, Calif., 
said there are plenty of 
ways to work around 
the barn to help pay the 
bills.

“Everything’s expen-
sive — tennis lessons, 
piano lessons,” he said.

What’s important is 
hanging in there, even 
when it seems you’re 
not making much prog-
ress. “It has to get in 
your blood,” he said.

GETTING STARTED
Given competitive rid-

ing’s cost and time com-
mitment, it’s not some-

thing to get into lightly.
“Horses are wonderful 

creatures but they 
require a lot of work,” 
said Joanie Morris, a 
spokeswoman for the 
United States Equestrian 
Federation.

First-time riders are 
mostly young, she said.

They also tend to be 
female, said Frank 
Willard, owner and 
trainer at Deep River 

Farm in Oak Ridge, N.C. 
“All girls love horses 
and guys get tired of get-
ting beat by the girls,” 
he said. Most profes-
sional riders, however, 
are male, he said.

People start compet-
ing in horse shows for 
various reasons, Morris 
said, but one thing is 
constant: “I don’t run 
into very many people, 
maybe a handful, who 
aren’t crazy about hors-
es.”

For new riders, the 
most important thing is 
choosing a barn, Willard 
said.

There you can take 
group or individual les-
sons in the basics: walk-
ing, trotting, cantering 
or jumping a fence, for 
example. A rider must 
learn how to care for a 
horse, including cooling 
it off after a ride, groom-
ing it and cleaning its 
tack. Only once those 
skills are mastered 
should someone consid-

er the show ring.
“We’re trying to have 

a partnership, or a dance 
with the horse that is 
based on mutual com-
munication,” said 
Miranda Scott, head 
trainer at Meadowbrook 
Stables in Chevy Chase, 
Md. “The horse has to 
understand what you’re 
asking it to do and 
you’re asking it to do all 
these weird, arbitrary 

things.”
COMPETING

Many barns hold their 
own shows so students 
can get the feel of com-
peting. Riders may start 
out with flat classes — 
walk, trot, canter — 
leaving jumps for later. 
The next level is “school-
ing shows,” which let 
students test their skills 
and confidence in the 
ring against riders from 
other barns.

As riders become more 
accomplished, they can 
move on to the more 
competitive rated 
shows.

There are several dis-
ciplines in which a rider 
can compete.

In hunter classes, the 
horse’s movements are 
judged on the flat and 
over jumps. In equita-
tion, it is the rider’s per-
formance that is judged. 
Jumper classes are less 
subjective — judging is 
based on whether the 
horse clears the jumps 

within a specified time. 
Dressage is a series of 
exercises based on a 
horse’s natural move-
ments.

TRAINERS
Whatever the disci-

pline, finding a good 
trainer is key.

What should you look 
for in a trainer? 
“Someone you feel com-
fortable with, who pro-
vides a safe environ-
ment for you to ride in 
and matches your 
goals,” Morris said.

Sometimes you have 
to try a few before you 
find the right fit.

A trainer can help rid-
ers find the right horse 
for their skills and size. 
A child may start out on 
a small pony, for exam-
ple, then move on to a 
larger one before gradu-
ating to a horse.

GEAR
Then, there’s the job 

of outfitting horse and 
rider.

There’s a uniform of 
sorts for riders: show 
coat and shirt, breeches 
and tall boots. And don’t 
forget the helmet. U.S. 
Equestrian Federation 
safety rules bar anyone 
from riding in Hunter, 
Jumper and Hunt Seat 
Equitation classes with-
out proper headgear.

Most expensive is the 
saddle, which can range 
from $1,000 to $4,500, 
according to Berk Lee, a 
competitive rider and 
owner of the Tack Box 
store in Middleburg, Va. 
You also need a bridle, 
reins, martingale and 
bit, stirrups and leath-
ers, and saddle pads.

“Fit is very important, 
especially with the tack 
for the horse,” Lee said.

A consignment shop 
can be a good resource, 
Lee said, especially 
when shopping for chil-
dren, who outgrow their 
stuff so quickly.

Put all the pieces 
together, and there’s 
something magical 
about horse and rider 
working together in the 
show ring, Scott said.

“The real reward,” she 
said, “is when that horse 
snuggles you.”

___

On the Net:
U.S. Equestrian 

Federation: www.usef.
org

    

Perseverance is key to showing horses

(AP Photo/Kin Cheung, FILE)

Olympian Will Simpson rides Carlsson Vom Dach during the equestrian team Show Jumping competi-
tion at the Beijing 2008 Olympics in Hong Kong. Simpson, who started riding when he was 11, got 
hooked on horses after his mom saw an ad for two-for-one riding lessons and signed him and his sister 
up. Competing in the Olympics was always a dream.

By The Associated Press
So you want to com-

pete in horse shows? 
Some things you’ll have 
to do:

• MASTER YOUR 
SKILLS: Learning to 
ride a horse takes prac-
tice. You have to know 
how to ask a horse for a 
particular gait and to 
jump fences.

• TAKE CARE OF 
THE HORSE: A horse 
needs good veterinary 
care, including vaccina-
tions, proper feed and 
exercise. It must be 
bathed and groomed and 
its stall must be 
cleaned.

• PICK YOUR 
DISCIPLINE: Do you 
want to jump in hunter 
or equitation classes or 
work a horse through 
the fine movements of 

dressage?
• FIND A GOOD 

TRAINER: Do the train-
er’s goals match your 
own? Is he or she push-
ing you too fast, or not 
fast enough? Is safety 
paramount?

• OUTFIT THE 
HORSE: Tack must fit 
properly, which is 
important for both safe-
ty and appearance.

• DRESS YOURSELF: 
Proper attire is required 
for the show ring.

• SAVE UP: Showing 
a horse can be expen-
sive, especially as you 
move into the upper 
divisions.

• PERSEVERE: Like 
any sport, riding takes 
hard work and commit-
ment. Riding is an every 
day thing.

Riding a show horse: the to-do list

Saturn, the control 
freak of the zodiac, pulls 
in opposition against 
irrepressible Uranus, 
who is, as usual, acting 
like a rebellious teen. 
Etiquette will be 
breached, rulings will 
be overturned and struc-
tures will be decon-
structed. The effects of 
this opposition will con-
tinue well into March, 
so settle in for some good 
old-fashioned bad behav-
ior. 

ARIES  (March 
21-April 19). You do 
more because you feel 
you have to. The world 
a l m o s t 
seems to 
r e v o l v e 
because of 
your great 
effort to 
keep it all 
spinning. 
But when 
you pull 
back you’ll 
d i s c o v e r 
that you 
were work-
ing harder than neces-
sary. 

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). When it 
comes to material 
wealth, you have a dif-
ferent opinion about 
what constitutes quality 
and how much is 
enough. Share your 
views and also listen to 
what others have to say. 
Enlightening insights 
will be exchanged. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). There is always 
something to love about 
yourself in every age of 
life. Though you are no 
longer a completely 
innocent babe, there is 
much to learn. Accept 
the challenge of adjust-
ing with grace to new 
states of being. 

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). Successful 
relationships are mutu-
ally respectful. Though 
you are irritated with 
someone, figure out 
what you still like about 
him or her. List these 
good points if you have 
to in order to keep the 
irritation at bay. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
You are able to complete 
a mission before the 
clock strikes noon. So 
what if the mission was 
a small one? Celebrate 
the many tiny triumphs 
that will lead to your 
ultimate victory. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). As you take another 
look at the factors that 
contribute to your 
worth, it turns out the 
money isn’t so impor-
tant after all. Neither is 
your considerable beau-
ty. You are valued for 
your love. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). Any barrier your 
cross in the name of 
your goal is an impor-
tant one to note. Later 
you will want to try this 
again and you will be 
glad for the road map. 
So keep track of fans, 
foes, rejections, sales 
and success tips. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). It feels 
almost too heavy to say 
you learned a lesson. It’s 
more like you did an 
experiment and found 
out what happens as a 
result of a number of dif-
ferent variables. And 
you will continue to 
wonder, test and 
observe. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). Train your-
self to think of the bene-
fits of every effort. In 
addition to checking 
things off of your to-do 
list, keep track of the 
reward of the action. 
Suddenly, instead of 
being overworked, you 

are abundantly gifted. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 

22-Jan. 19). There is time 
for a sweet walk and talk 
with yourself this after-
noon, so donít miss the 
chance to connect with 
this long lost friend. You 
will never be alone if 
you don’t lose yourself. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). You’ll be a 
part of a group. Everyone 
will chip in for a meal, 
gift or business arrange-
ment. You give more 
because you have more, 
or at least you feel like 
you do -- and isn’t that 
even better? 

PISCES  (Feb. 
19-March 20). You need 
humor just like a fish 
needs water. When you 
get around a certain 
lighthearted someone, 
your mood will be ele-
vated regardless of the 
circumstances that sur-
round the two of you.

A S T R O L O G I C A L 
QUESTIONS: “My sis-
ter goes regularly to 
someone she calls a 
‘channel’ and she recent-
ly brought me along. 
The channel was a 
woman in her 30s who 
lived in and worked out 
of an apartment. 

She seemed normal 
enough, but then she 
went into a trance and 
started talking with a 
weird accent. My sister 
asked her personal ques-
tions and the channel 
would talk about my sis-
ter’s situation in that 
weird voice. It all seemed 
super wacky. 

My sister paid $60 for a 
half-hour session. I real-
ly think my sister, who 
happens to be an 
Aquarius, has gone off 
the deep end. Normal 
therapy has been fine 
for me and I can’t under-
stand why she needs to 
see someone who is sup-
posed to be talking for a 
guy who has been dead 
for over a hundred 
years. 

Did I mention this 
woman is channeling a 
man who lived in the 
1800s? Can any of this be 
real?”

Aquarians are among 
the most open-minded 
signs! No one can prove 
whether or not there is 
an actual spirit coming 
through the channel you 
saw, but what is real is 
your sister seems to get 
something she wants or 
needs from this chan-
nel, or she wouldn’t keep 
coming back. 

C E L E B R I T Y 
P R O F I L E S : 
Christopher Guest is the 
reigning king of the 
mockumentary, but in 
the United Kingdom 
he’s merely a baron. 
Yes, his family lineage 
is noble and so is his 
work as a comedian, 
writer, musician com-
poser, director and 
actor. An Aquarius with 
Mercury and Venus in 
sensitive Pisces, Guest’s 
humor springs from a 
deeply intuitive under-
standing of human 
nature. He is known for 
being extremely serious 
and perhaps even som-
ber in real life, prefer-
ring to keep the comedy 
at work. 

If you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on 
the Holiday Mathis 
page, or you may send 
her a postcard in the 
mail. To find out more 
about Holiday Mathis 
and read her past col-
umns, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE, INC.

Holiday

Mathis

GARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk? Recycle your unwanted items!

Call 263-7331 today. A friendly Classified Consultant will 
help you create an ad that gets results!



Today is Thursday, Feb. 5, 
the 36th day of 2009. There are 
329 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Feb. 5, 1937, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt proposed 
a Judiciary Reorganization Bill 
that included a provision to 
increase the number of justices 
on the Supreme Court; critics 
accused Roosevelt of attempt-
ing to “pack” the high court 
with justices who would side 
with his New Deal policies. 
(The measure failed in 
Congress.)

On this date:
In 1631, the co-founder of 

Rhode Island, Roger Williams, 
and his wife, Mary, arrived in 
Boston from England.

In 1783, Sweden recognized 
the independence of the United 
States.

In 1811, George, Prince of 
Wales, was named the Prince 
Regent due to the insanity of 
his father, Britain’s King 
George III.

In 1887, Verdi’s opera “Otello” 

premiered at La Scala.
In 1897, the Indiana House of 

Representatives passed, 67-0, a 
measure redefining the method 
for determining the area of a 
circle, which would have effec-
tively altered the value of pi. 
(The bill died in the Indiana 
Senate.)

In 1917, Congress passed, 
over President Woodrow 
Wilson’s veto, an immigration 
act severely curtailing the 
influx of Asians. Mexico’s con-
stitution was adopted.

In 1940, Glenn Miller and his 
orchestra recorded “Tuxedo 
Junction” for RCA Victor’s 
Bluebird label.

In 1958, Gamal Abdel Nasser 
was formally nominated to 
become the first president of 
the new United Arab Republic 
(a union of Syria and Egypt).

In 1973, services were held at 
Arlington National Cemetery 
for Army Lt. Col. William B. 
Nolde, the last official American 
combat casualty before the 
Vietnam cease-fire.

In 1989, the Soviet Union 
announced that all but a small 
rearguard contingent of its 
troops had left Afghanistan.

Today’s Birthdays: Country 
singer Claude King is 86. The 
Rev. Andrew M. Greeley is 81. 

Baseball Hall of Famer Hank 
Aaron is 75. Actor Stuart 
Damon is 72. Financial writer 
Jane Bryant Quinn is 70. 
Television producer-writer 
Stephen J. Cannell is 68. Actor 
David Selby is 68. Singer-
songwriter Barrett Strong is 68. 
Football Hall of Famer Roger 
Staubach is 67. Singer Cory 
Wells (Three Dog Night) is 67. 
Movie director Michael Mann 
is 66. Rock singer Al Kooper is 
65. Actress Charlotte Rampling 
is 63. Actress Barbara Hershey 
is 61. Actor Christopher Guest 
is 61. Actor Tom Wilkinson is 
61. Michigan Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm is 50. Actor-comedian 
Tim Meadows is 48. Actress 
Jennifer Jason Leigh is 47. 
Actress Laura Linney is 45.

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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 WFAA ^
 Dallas

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

News Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... Israel (Off Air) Paid Movie: The 
Mummy’s 
Hand

Paid Angel BET Morning 
Inspiration

Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... Ministerio-
Vida

Paid Paid Movers

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Arthur Paid Paid Angel Handy SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Martha Robison Movie: 

Alexander, 
Val Kilmer 

Paid Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Paid Paid Charmed Einsteins SportsCenter 
Believers SavedBell Sid Paid Ab Se Tigger

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Made CSI: NY Charmed Montel Wil-
liams 

Mickey SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Made Handy

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Madre Luna Movie: The 
Whole Ten 
Yards 

Swallow Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab CSI: NY ER Hatchett Movers ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Scott Cash Cab Hatchett Einsteins

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Dragon Overhaulin’ Movie: Iron 
Eagle, David 
Suchet

CSI: NY Las Vegas Hatchett Charlie SportsCenter 
Plateados Faye H. Word Hatchett Wiggles

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Home Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Home Im Otterness Super The New 
Detectives

CSI: NY Las Vegas Hatchett Movie: 
Aladdin 

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Home Im Uri Harel Sid Hatchett

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Mariana de 
la Noche

Judge A. News El Cuerpo 
del Deseo

Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World The FBI Files CSI: NY Without a 
Trace

Harvey SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold Home Im Israel Garden (:45) Movie: 

Code of 
Silence, Bert 
Remsen 

Harvey Phineas

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Pobre Mil-
lonaria

Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Dame 
Chocolate

Rachael Ray Just Scrivner Fork A Haunting CSI: NY Law & Order Hell Date Suite Life Best of SportsCenter 
Hatchett Just Swann Chef Hell Date Suite Life 1st and 

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Juro Que Te 
Amo

Judge Guiding Light The Doctors Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

Fine Art A Haunting CSI: NY Law & Order One Phineas Winter X-
Games

Lines
Judge Yes, Dear Martha One Phineas Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Maya Wreck. Na-
tion

Movie: Com-
mando, Dan 
Hedaya 

CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Proud Lines NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl SmartGuy Proud Football Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Light Fetch Cash Cab CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Cory NASCAR Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Acquire Cyber Cash Cab SmartGuy Cory Burning Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond Granger BBC Cash Cab Movie: First 
Blood, Brian 
Dennehy

CSI: NY Bones 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live

Wizards Horn SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Brad Business Cash Cab Wizards Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Sanchez News-Lehrer Made CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Suite Life College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA. 

College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA. 

Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Movie: Hair 
Show, Gina 
Torres 

Montana

  :PM
 7 :30

Ugly Betty Ugly Betty Cuidado-
Ángel

Bones Big Bang Doña Bar-
bara

Name Friends Israel Old House 
Hr.

HowStuff-
Works

Movie: 
Mystic River, 
Kevin Bacon 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

NBA Basket-
ball: Lakers 
at Celtics

Movie: 
Herbie: Fully 
Loaded 

How I Met Kath-Kim Friends Sprna

  :PM
 8 :30

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Fuego en la 
Sangre

Hell’s 
Kitchen 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

El Rostro de 
Analia

Offi ce Friends Light of the 
Southwest

Antiques 
Roadshow

Destroyed TNA iM-
PACT! 

College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA. 

College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA. 

30 Rock Friends Destroyed

  :PM
 9 :30

(:02) Private 
Practice

(:02) Private 
Practice

Rosa Gua-
dalu

TMZ (:01) Elev-
enth Hour

Sin Senos (:01) ER Movie: 
Blue Streak  
(DVS)

To Be An-
nounced

Treasure 
Quest

Baldwin Wizards
Raymond El Cartel NBA Basket-

ball: Dallas 
Mavericks at 
Utah Jazz. 

Baldwin Life De

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Israel Charlie Rose Made Movie: 
October Sky, 
Laura Dern 

Toughest 
Cowboy

Hatchett Suite Life College 
Basketball: 
Gonzaga at 
Portland.

SportsCenter 
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Titulares Tonight Show Van Impe Made Hatchett Montana

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Hora de 
la Risa

Law Order: 
CI

Decisiones 
de Famosos

Sex & Dr. Smiley HowStuff-
Works

MAN Movie: Hair 
Show, Gina 
Torres 

So Raven NFL Live
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Late Night Sex & Swallow Smiley MAN Cory Final

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Contra 
Viento

RENO 911 (12:10) 
Movie: 
Blue Streak  
(DVS)

Israel (Off Air) Destroyed Married... Inside the 
NBA 

Replace NASCAR SportsCenter 
G. Keith Weekend Consumer Insider Programa 

Pagado
News LightWrld Destroyed Movie: Snow 

Falling on 
Cedars, 
Richard 
Jenkins

Married... Kim Winter X-
Games  :AM

 1 :30
Houses Paid Clasicos Friends Entertain Poker After 

Dark
Light of the 
Southwest

Treasure 
Quest

The Shield Movie: 
National Se-
curity, Colm 
Feore 

Emperor SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Humor Consumer Paid Pelicula: 

El Silla de 
Ruedas

The Deal Dragon Winter X-
Games  :AM

 2 :30
Paid (:06) ABC 

World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

RENO 911 (:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young (:10) Movie: 
Bad News 
Bears 

Paid The Shield Proud NFL Live
Paid Consumer Young Paid Hell Date Whiskers Blame Final

  :AM
 3 :30

(:06) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

We Have a 
Dream 

Last Call How Can Paid Paid Movie: Noth-
ing to Lose 

BET Inspira-
tion

Recess Blame SportsCenter 
Plateados Early Tdy Sanchez Paid Movie: 

Paratroop 
Command

Paid Mermaid Blame

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Swallow Assignment Paid Paid Lilo Stitch ESPNews SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero News Pagado Early Tdy Drivers Dr. Paid Inspira Lilo Stitch ESPNews
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UT
Continued from Page 6

Gatorade national player of the year.
“Garrett’s wanted to come here since he was in 

the 10th grade,” Longhorns coach Mack Brown 
said. “He was the lead dog in the class. When he 
decided he wanted to come here, a lot of the big 
dogs in the state wanted to come. ... He was one of 
the first scholarships in here this morning.”

The Longhorns signed 20 players Wednesday in a 
class rated among the best in the country by 
national recruiting analysts. Rivals.com rated the 
Texas class No. 5 in the country. Scout.com ranked 
it No. 6. Thirteen players were named to prep All-
American teams.

“They got dynamic playmakers on both sides of 
the football,” said Jeremy Crabtree, a Big 12 and 
national recruiting analyst for Rivals. “Gilbert is 
the best quarterback to come out of the Lone Star 
State in recent history.”

Brown steps back from declarations of where the 
class stands nationally.

“Our evaluation of a recruiting class is four years 
from now, not from today,” Brown said. “They all 
have the ability to play and to win all the games. 
It’s up to us to coach them to the best of their abil-
ity.”

Gilbert is just the latest big-name quarterback 
recruit to sign with Texas but the first in a few 
years. Chris Simms was the big name in 1999. In 
2002, it was Vince Young, who led the Longhorns to 
the 2005 national championship.

McCoy was not considered among the best QBs in 

the 2005 signing class and was considered a safety 
valve when Texas missed on other quarterbacks. 
He has since set a Texas record with 32 career vic-
tories and finished second in the Heisman Trophy 
voting last season. He will be a senior next season.

Gilbert set a Texas state high school record with 
12,534 career passing yards in leading Lake Travis 
to consecutive Class 4A championships the past 
two seasons. He is the son of former NFL quarter-
back Gale Gilbert.

“He’s so well taught because of his dad,” Brown 
said.

Whether he will redshirt or could see playing 
time behind McCoy next season has not been deter-
mined, Brown said. Texas has two other quarter-
backs, John Chiles and Sherrod Harris, on the 
roster.

Texas also signed the big running back they 
lacked last season in Chris Whaley of Madisonville. 
Whaley (6-3, 235 pounds) rushed for 6,174 yards and 
79 touchdowns in high school. He was the only run-
ning back Texas tried to sign, Brown said.
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A&M
Continued from Page 6

The Aggies went 4-8 in Sherman’s 
first season and need help across the 
board. They finished 11th in the Big 
12 in both total offense (341 yards per 
game) and total defense (462 yards per 
game) in 2008.

“We’ve been recruiting these kids 
for a long time, and it’s nice to get to 
this point,” Sherman said. “To mea-
sure it with a crystal ball, where 
we’re going to be with this class, I 
don’t know. But I think we’ll be fun to 
watch and I think we’ll have to accept 
the fact that some of these kids are 
going to be thrown into the fire.”

The gem of the class is Christine 
Michael, a 5-foot-11, 202-pound run-
ning back from Beaumont. Michael 
was rated as the nation’s No. 4 run-
ning back by Rivals.com and was 
named an All-American by SuperPrep, 
a recruiting magazine.

Sherman envisions Michael mak-
ing an instant impact, like freshman 
Cyrus Gray did for the Aggies last 

season. Gray was A&M’s second-lead-
ing rusher, behind Mike Goodson, 
but also returned kickoffs and led the 
Aggies with 133 all-purpose yards per 
game.

“I expect no more from him than 
anybody else,” Sherman said. “But he 
is someone that has tremendous tal-
ent. The versatility he has — he is 
very quick, he can accelerate, he can 
make a big play, he can catch the ball 
very well out of the backfield. We will 
accelerate the learning curve for 
him.”

The Aggies ranked last in the Big 12 
in rushing, averaging only 88.5 yards 
per game, and Goodson left a year 
early to test the NFL draft. A&M had 
85 plays for more than 20 yards last 
season, but only five on rushing plays, 
a stat that Sherman says must 
improve.

Sherman also expects big things 
from Uzoma Nwachukwu, a 6-foot 
receiver from Allen, the reigning 
Division I, 5-A champion. The receiv-
ing corps turned out to be one of the 
bright spots for A&M last season, 
with freshmen Jeff Fuller and Ryan 
Tannehill combining for 105 catches 
and 14 touchdowns.

BAYLOR
Continued from Page 13

Baylor lost starting tackles Jason Smith and Dan 
Gay to graduation after both started at least 34 
games. Smith is a projected top-five pick for the 
NFL draft in April. The three returning starters are 
rising seniors with only one season remaining.

Briles expects sophomore guard Philip Blake, a 
transfer from Tyler Junior College, to compete for 
a starting job. And 6-foot-7 tackle Marquis Franklin 
is transferring from Blinn College.

All but three players in Briles’ second signing 
class are from Texas. All 24 incoming freshman, 
including four offensive linemen, played at Texas 
high schools.

“We have some good football players from across 
the board and we filled all the needs we felt needed 
to be filled,” Briles said. 

Griffin, who doesn’t even turn 19 until next week, 
graduated high school early and enrolled at Baylor 
last spring. He made his debut in the season opener 
and started the final 11 games of his freshman sea-
son.

While the Bears (4-8) had their 13th consecutive 
losing season, three of the losses in Briles’ first sea-
son were by a touchdown or less against Top 25 
teams.

“Our 2008 football team allowed us to have a good 
recruiting season,” Briles said. “Without a doubt, it 
created momentum that carried over off the field, 
where the image of Baylor football is good across 
the country. ... We feel great about the direction of 
our football program.”



SIGNING
Continued from Page 14

cornerback in the coun-
try by Rivals.com, who 
decided to stay close to 
his Gadsden, Ala., home 
and play for Saban.

Five-star prospects 
D.J. Fluker, an offen-
sive lineman, and Nico 
Johnson, a linebacker, 
also stayed in state and 
honored their verbal 
commitments to the 
Tide. Saban again land-
ed most of Alabama’s 
top players, which sure-
ly won’t sit well at 
Auburn.

Prized running back 
Trent Richardson from 
Pensacola, Fla., picked 
the Tide over Florida 
and LSU.

“If he had gone (to 
LSU) I might have 
switched LSU to No. 1 
instead of Alabama,” 
said Allen Wallace of 
Scout.com and 
SuperPrep Magazine. 
“That’s how close it is at 
the top.”

Alabama also persuad-
ed four-star wide receiv-
er Kenny Bell, from 
Rayville, La., to make a 
signing day switch and 
abandon his verbal com-
mitment to LSU.

Few coaches are as 
relentless as Saban and 
Miles when it comes to 
recruiting.

“They both have simi-
lar styles in that it’s 
fight to the whistle,” 
Bobby Burton of Rivals.
com said. “Both of them 
really take it seriously 
from start to finish.

“They both need to 

keep each other at 
bay.”

The Tigers got bad 
news on Bell, but good 
news on Rueben Randle, 
Rivals’ No. 1 receiver 
prospect in the country. 
Randle, from Bastrop, 
La., hadn’t made a ver-
bal commitment and 
had Alabama among his 
final choices. He’s head-
ed to Baton Rouge, along 
with most of the best 
players in Louisiana.

Miles also reached 
into Texas for a couple 
of stars. Safety Craig 

Loston from Aldine and 
dual-threat quarterback 
Russell Shepard from 
Houston were rated 
among the best in the 
country at their posi-
tions.

“Potentially, this is 
the style of class that 
competes for champion-
ships year after year,” 
Miles said.

The next meeting on 
the field between 
Alabama and LSU is 
Nov. 7 in Tuscaloosa.

Of course both will 
have to contend with 

defending national 
champion Florida just 
to win an SEC title in 
the coming years.

The Gators handed 
out 16 scholarships and 
lost out on some players 
late. But Florida’s class 
includes receiver Andre 
Debose of Sanford, Fla., 
Rivals’ No. 2 receiver in 
the country, and Jelani 
Jenkins, a top-rated 
linebacker from Olney, 
Md., who made up his 
mind Wednesday morn-
ing.

Meyer said Debose 

could replace Percy 
Harvin, the talented and 
m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l 
receiver who is enter-
ing the NFL draft as a 
junior.

“Watching (Debose) 
on film, for what we do, 
our style of offense, for 
what we need right now 
with the departure of 
Percy Harvin, that’s a 
critical element because 
we’re not going to 
change our offense,” 
Meyer said.

The other schools 
vying for the top spot 

were mostly the usual 
suspects: Southern 
California, Texas and 
Ohio State.

And one of the best 
running back prospects 
in the country decided 
NOT to sign a letter of 
intent on Wednesday. 
Bryce Brown of Wichita, 
Kan., who has given a 
verbal commitment to 
Miami, plans to mull 
his decision over for a 
few more weeks. Oregon 
and Kansas State are 
apparently still in the 
running.
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203 Gregg • 714-4787

 87 Auto Sales

111 Gregg • 267-8787 210 Gregg • 263-2382

TAX REFUND SALE Se Habla Español

2007 Chrysler Town & Country

2000 Lincoln Town Car
48,000 Actual Miles. 2005 Dodge Quad Diesel

2003 GMC Envoy
SLT

1998 Lincoln Navigator

2005 NIissan Pathfinder

2003 Toyota Corolla

2001 Toyota Pre-Runner TRD

(2 TO CHOOSE FROM)

2WD

4X4, "Strong"

(NEW CAR TRADE)

1 Owner

2WD,1 Owner

"Great Economy"

15
95

5SOLD
SOLD
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