Life lessons
Laura Vaden counts her mission

work and her upcoming

Up With People

tour with

as two valuable

lessons./1B

Midland Reporter-Celegram

Daily 50¢, Sunday $1.50

country, according to the North's
Korean Central News Agency.
Hunzike entered from China by
crossing the Yalu River.
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Get organized

CONCORD, Mass. — Nancy
Michaels was determined to con-
tinue working after she and her
husband adopted a child |ast
year, so she filled her home office
with time-saving devices. They
slowed her down. “There were
things | needed to spend more
time and attention on, but | could-
n't, just because it took me soO
long to open the mail, not to men-
tion voice mail and e-mail,” said
Michaels, a marketing consultant.
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Clinton, Dole lock horns

in Sunday night debate

Associlated Press

HARTFORD, Conn. — President Clin-
ton and Bob Dole clashed vigorously over
the role of the federal government, tax
cuts, Medicare and the strength of the
economy Sunday night in a prime-time
debate critical to the Republican chal-
lenger’s comeback hopes.

Standing just a few feet apart on a red-
carpeted stage, Clinton and Dole chal-
lenged each other again and again dur-
ing a 90-minute showdown that ushered
in the final month of the White House
campaign.

Their fast-paced exchanges were often
pointed and ranged from the causes of
rising teen drug use to the role of the
American military at the dawn of the 21st

century.

‘I trust the people, the president trusts
the government,’’ Dole said in trying to
cast the Democratic incumbent as a lib-
eral hiding behind conservative election-
yvear rhetoric. Dole pointedly recalled the
president’s 1994 health-care initiative
‘“*he wanted to impose on the American
people.”’

Clinton ignored the criticism of that
failed proposal but offered a vigorous
defense of his record — and of what he
said was carefully targeted government
activism. As examples, he cited banning
certain assault weapons and making it
harder for cigarette companies to target
children.

““We are better off than we were four

years ago — let’s keep it going,”’ Clinton
said in taking credit for 10 million new
jobs and making his case for a second
term.

Dole, clearly nervous in the debate's
opening minutes, disagreed. Under Clin-
ton, he said, ““Americans are working
harder and paying higher taxes.

Dole recalled Clinton’s own admission
that in 1993 he ‘‘had raised taxes too
much.”” A bit later, Clinton recalled a
decade-old quote from Dole’s running
mate, Jack Kemp, who said Dole ‘“‘nev-
er met a tax he didn't hike.”

With answer after answer, Clinton
sought to portray Dole as bent on cutting
or gutting vital government programs

Please see DEBATE /2A
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School suspensions

Are lawsuits causing school admin-

istrators to follow rules a little too
closely?
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Lack of money, political will hamper drinking water

By Wendy Kock

Hearst News Service

Editor's Note: This is the second of
A three-part series that examines
America’s tap water supply and
why it faces a perilous future.

' OUND, Va. — If you
want to know what s
wrong with drinking

water, ask Belva Bolling, a
feisty 76-year-old who lives In
the heart of coal-mining
Appalachia.

By Gary Shanks

Midland water scores high in monthly TNRCC tests

Staff Writer

report cards

land.

near Robert Lee.

causing bacteria and viruses

With the influx of better-quality water, Midland's tap water scores |
far higher on monthly tests, with only a few red marks showing up on IS,

Midland is now receiving 93 percent of its raw
water from the new Owen H. Ivie Reservoir,
with the remaining 7 percent coming from a
nearby ground water field, according to Ken
Jones, director of utilities for the city of Mid-

The Ivie water frees Midland from the use of
closer. saltier reservoirs such as Lake Spence

A look inside |

Waler trealment/5-\
Waler " litic/ 9\

Woaler enforcement/ A\
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Average water usage for the city is about 20 million gallons a day,
with peak summer usage at 43 million gallons a day.

All of this incoming raw water is first settled to remove precipi-
tates. then disinfected with NH3CL, a chlorine-ammonia compound
Contact with this disinfectant destroys pathogens such as disease-

As the water is further treated, this disinfectant is removed
The finished product is sent to the Texas Natural Resource Conser-
vation Commission for monthly testing, Jones explained

Please see LOCAL/2A

She'll know. She should. As
mayor of this small town in southwest-
ern Virginia, she's responsible for its
tap water — not to mention its sewer,
police and fire departments.

Bolling can describe every foot of
Pound's small water treatment plant
“We want you to notice how clean it
" she says proudly, though she
points with dismay to its rusting tanks,
clogged filter and leaking pipes

Public water systems

The United States has nearty 187,000 public water systemns. each of which
required o do SOome basic water testing. But a small share of the total
serves the majority of Americans.

‘'Without grant money, we
can hardly make it,”" she
savs. The cost of improve-
ments can be spread among
onlv 700 households, with
incomes 50 percent lower
than the national average

A few hundred miles north,
past the farm houses and the
rolling Shenandoah Valley
stands another water plant —
in what seems another world,
the suburbs of Washington,
D.C.

The James J. Corbalis

Water Treatment Plant, a sprawling
complex of buildings, spends millions
on the latest technology to treat drink-
Ing water.

It can afford to do so. Situated amid
half-million dollar new homes, it
serves 1.2 million people in some of the
nation’s wealthiest neighborhoods.
President Clinton lives 23 miles away.

Please see HAMPER/4A
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Police help children leam stranger safety
P 7 s a—— oot oot crhom et o

Pales
L

hlgh o be around

or walk into your space. Some of you allowed

“We did this to help kids to

| A us to walk into your hwuanduetb.tde— watchtowes
A man dressed in sl.. rts and wearing “cool” |garn, when you are home MNm&meltmtbeapnuceomcer Palestinians trie
hm with a high amm talked several children into fol- .lon. dm't to t'“ m at man was commended for not only cue a peace effor
m'dhutheﬂatiualw hhnt.uﬂeldtorideblcyclesrmlt:z_. . come m?up.mu but a neighbor battles.
The man befriended the children in a ne all.’ tcwarnthemdasu-mgemn the neigh- An  immed;
. thtﬂrvithalow near 55. borhood south of Green Tree. Another man — Officer Phyllis Spinuzzi ain entrance into houses. appeared to be Is:
y's forecast is sunny with a 80-85. lured children from the same borhood to Hidlandn: Bum;ajdt.hecitizens “adjustments’’
low of 50, compared to the record low of 41, set in hjs car to pet his dog, and yet r man was inyg]vedinpmect e Kids “ ized their arrangements si
y's was 78, compared to the record high of 96, set in jpvited into a house by a child when the as‘range mancame to her door. She took note mmuhmw and ene the police sides in 1993. The
stranger said he needed to use the telephone. of his car but didn’t answer the door. Later, department.” He praised Midland officers for refusing to reneg
Although the children could have put them- when she was outside, she the same haying the “finest police department in the ment.

STATE selves In penl. it was revealed y after- car. The car pulled up along e.her and the nation, the best equipment, facility, and peo- Dan Shomron,
flooding Sunday while residents else- poon that the suspicious characters appearing man asked her if he could come in her house p)e that care about Midland.” military chief,
e in the state enjoyed clear skies and fall temperutures. on doorsteps and in cars in the Sherwood area and use her phone. Amy, who also kept her distance from the negotiator Saeb
b Texas tures hovered in the lower 70s as showers and yere Midland police officers. "1 said: "No, somebody’s on the phone.” He pjain clothes officer who tried lures, said, U.S. envoy Denn
continued along the coast. Tidesran3to4feet  pgarents in the neighborhood were aware of pulled out a big map and asked if I would come = Don’t take candy from anyone. Don’t take and plenty of foor
e normal as many roadways remained flooded. Project Safe Kids but didn’t know what was help him with directions. I said, ‘No, I'm new money from anyone, and don’t try to help them in case the talks
!-hlﬂwdwmmc continued along the coast, with a flood watch g,ing to tran:};hl;e One I‘tathe;isin facl:. ghased here,’ aid | randintn my house and called my find a lost dog.” the night — met :

a man from his house (after his son had invit- mom,” Amy said. Officer Spinuzzi said children are often ta le com

responsible for the fl was m"ﬂ‘;ﬁ ed him in) not knowing the stranger was an offi-  The Milam student said the experience has |yred to casrﬁ w,gfh photos Ef “lost” dogs, or to iesryt;:y
, taking all but light rain with it. Fair skies cer in plain clothes. convinced her to be wary of strangers. “If you pet a dog in a car. A videotape on child lures tionship betwee
w m:“?:'ﬂ"? with low temperatures inthe <y, 44 tlhu todl;;lp kids to If:m d,o:rhen yl?u ﬁ sometll::mg like this m;?.u TV you tglank ‘That advised children and adults to keep “three giant Pa]entmim
. . are home alone, 't come to the door at all,” never happen to me.’ But it can n and . Here, tens of th
mild temperatures dominated North Texas. High tem- ;4 \idland police officer Phyllis Spinuzzi. She 1 will be more careful " il T e

a vehicle. She said suspects may try to lure a

tinian laborers u:
youngster to a car by telling them his or her |

rmed from 84 degrees at Fort Worth to 73 degrees at

spoke to a crowd of 50 residents from the neigh- Neighborhood Watch Captain for the neigh-

borhood (30 of the residents were children) at borhood Sherrie Castles said the project was parents have been in an accident and the adult
- m ?he oémw?i{hmlj:w:ei;ethe upperwgh the police station. The neighbors and their chil- “a real learning experience for the adults as ips ere to take the child to the hospital. “Ask Ope a
' dren filled the MPD conference room to find out well as the children. There is not one child here them to tell you your parents’ names,” she said,

continue in West Texas as a high pressure pocket _, = ' 0 project some of them had unknow-

ingly participated in. They also gathered for an
ice cream party commending children who act-

who did not learn something about this. If it gets
across to just one child then the project was
worth it. It was gut wrenching for some of us,

“*Or have a code word between you and your
parents in such a situation.”
Children are advised to be ready to run from

VATICAN C
Patients in cast
crowded into wi

y ranged from 82 at Dalhart to 74 at Midland-
ach the 70s in the north to the 90s in the south, with

ed wisely. A videotape of some of the children’s but it could save a life.” le calling to them from cars, and to run in .
60s through Tuesday. reactions to the plain clothes officers, sched- She said, in many instances, parents stopped ﬁﬁpposm ﬁimum the car is traveling. conies Sunday to
NATION uled to be aired for the gathering, had been to think, “Should I call the police?” All children in attendance were presented P.ﬂlll fII as he ente
tropical depression brought high winds, heavy rains damaged just before the event. Officer Spinuzzi “The answer is ‘yes.” Yes you should call the with certificates for participating in the project 1p1:fl ﬂ:dﬂﬂ opera!
y to the Gulf Coast, ﬂoodmg about a third of Grand Said it would be repaired to show later to chil- police (when strangers act suspicious),” Ms. and information packets on using 911 emer- amed append
., and stranding 200 to 300 residents. dren and parents in the neighborhood. Castles said. gency numbers. Residents of the neighborhood The 76-year-old

“Your parents want you to be protected and Officer Spinuzzi said the Sherwood area was awarded certificates to police officers in the a white cassock

residents who ignored an evacuation order found Highway 1,

Louisiana’ inhabited barrier island, impassable Ssafe,” she said. “We can be too trusting and selected for Project Safe Kids because the res- project. from his car into !

oot oﬁagﬂ Sm;yenly et need to be aware of what’s going on around us. idents there operate a strong Neighborhood Following the Project Safe Kids presentation, clinic Hospital. T

most island homes are elevated, houses on the ground had Next time you are in this type of situation, it Watch program. the costumed characters of Sgt. McGruff the be Tuesday morn

| 2 feet of water in them, said Mayor Bob Rosiere. One subdivision Wwon’t be a practice.” “We were there to protect you this time,” she crime dog, and 911 Ready Fox shook the spokesman Giust
w 3 to 4 feet. Some businesses and marinas also were flooded, One youngster praised at the event was Amy said to youngsters. “But when we talk about a hands of children, and gave out stickers. This Patients flocke

Huston, 11, a sixth-grader at Milam Elemen- stranger, who is a stranger? It’s someone you

was the first time the safety awareness pro- balconies. Some

| Ooutal flooding was read outside hurricane protection levees tary School. She said she was surprised when don’t know, and it’'s someone you shouldn’t gram had been conducted in Midland. bandages and s«
in southwest Louisiana , or counties, and higher winds and tides chairs.
| }uu expected if the depression strengthens into Tropical Storm ' "
B
EELcemenseenen: DEBATE: Clinton, Dole spar over issues | N. Kore
. the Florida Panhandle and keys, reaching 80 miles inland over Mis- B y
| SEOUL, South

Mmhgd Alabama. At 8 a.m. Sunday, Key West, Fla., had logged

4.11 of rain in the p ing 24 hours.

clear weather breaking across south Texas, many roads and

| streets remained under water in Brownsville, Los Fresnos, San Beni-
to, en, and Raymondville.

| A new dian cold front blew into north-central Wisconsin, with

wind gusts near 30 mph pushing a band of light to moderate showers

(From 1A) North Korea h

American, Evai
with spying for §
communist state
reported Sunday

President.”’ He said the GOP bud-
get increased spending on
Medicare, just not as much as
Democrats wanted.

Dole vigorously promoted his

break of violence between Israelis perhaps that retired Gen. Colin
and Palestinians. Yet when the Powell had agreed to serve as his
subject came up during the secretary of state. As of early
debate, Dole said the issue Sunday, however, Dole had reject-
““shouldn’t be politicized by any- ed the proposal on grounds it

such as Head Start and student
loans. He also criticized Dole’s pro-
posal to eliminate the Education

before it.

eastern W

Calif., had a

4 lporty 1986 yellow Corvette and
S0 many new employees that he’s

buiﬂhgabimrlbopfurhmlms:

n’t for the economy.”
A tax cut? It’s a long way from

to seven — including hiring two
people who were on welfare. ““We
y our taxes. I don’'t want any
. I pay my share and |

at night.”’

night means football and Sunday
means church. It's the kind of
phce where Bob Dole must sell his

15 percent income tax cut if he
hopes to win this Midwest swing
sta

“With all his experience, he

The West was calm and dry, except for a cluster of showers in north-

In the nation’s lmdday weather extremes Sunday, Palm Springs,
of 98 degrees; Clayton Lake, Maine, and Norwood,
Hﬂl.. vied for low at 23 degrees. Galveston, Texas, reported a 31-mph
gust, and Pensacola, Fla., reported 1.37 inches of rain.

doubts about Dole’s plan

since the doldrums of 1992, when
Clinton handily carried this state
with his economic message.

Unemployment is down — 5.3 per-

creating jobs and business. And
some hope riverboat gambling

challenger. The area also has a
GOP congressman.

Not surprisingly, there also are
Dole supporters who appreciate
his economic policies as much as

retirees, grandmothers and busi-
nesswomen whose adroit invest-
ments — detailed in two best sell-
ers — have topped many Wall
Street wizards.

sonally feel you can trust him.”

Department. ‘I think my ideas are
better for the future,’’ the presi-
dent said.

Dole was equally determined to
shed any suggestion he was hard-
hearted, making the case that his
school-choice plan would allow

r inner-city children to go to

The Bushnell Theater in down-
town Hartford was the site for the
first of two 90-minute October
debates between Clinton and Dole,

iIn most national and key state
polls, Dole was running short of
time to build support for a Repub-
lican campaign anchored on a

$548 billion tax cut plan, saying it one."

was time to put more money in the
pockets of everyday working
Americans. ‘'l want the govern-
ment to pinch pennies for a change
instead of the American fami-
lies,’”’ Dole said.

Clinton called it a ‘'$550 billion

Medicare and education.

There was an early light
moment on this subject, as Dole
told moderator Jim Lehrer he

foreign policy. “‘'Saddam Hussein
iIs better off than he was four
years ago,’ Dole said of the Iraqi
dictator I 'urther, Dole said, Clin-

Clinton had some sharp criti-
cism of his own as the president
sought advantage heading into the
campaign’'s final month. After
Dole accused Clinton of being in
the pocket of trial lawyers who
have contributed millions to his

block cigarette sales to minors. He
also said Dole and House Speaker
Newt Gingrich had “let polluters
come into the halls of Congress and

warnings on cigarette labels — and
said drug use among teen-agers
had doubled during Clinton’s term.

The president said he took some

would be viewed as a sign of des-
peration.

““I think the only surprise is I'm
going to show up,” Dole joked as
he left his Washington apartment
for the trip to Hartford.

Dole was determined to remind
voters of what he considers Clin-

light administration ethical lapses
— bringing along former White
House travel office director Billy
Dale in hopes his presence would

ted at trial. Subsequent investiga-
tions discovered that Clinton asso-
ciate Harry Thomason, a Holly-
wood producer, pushed for the fir-

LOCAL Midland gets good water scores

1,000 mg/1 that is the upper limit
for the designation “superior
water supply” from the TNRCC.

Interestingly, the air termi-

Because of this, the air termi-
nal bears signs that designate
the area as having a “superior”
water supply, whereas the city of

ISSN 0880-5932)

between this water and pure dis-
tilled water.

The upper level for turbidity is
0.5, much higher than current

all water sources in West Texas
— salt.

Current sodium levels are
about 204 mg/1, which is not a
problem for levels of this miner-

Before the Ivie pipeline, how-
ever, sodium and chloride ion
concentrations were much high-
er for Midlanders.

supply causing bad taste. This
took some time to get under con-
trol as it was a new problem for
the Midland water plant, Jones
explained.

the mind of the shaggy-haired, 41- will someday dock here.
mlﬂ father of two who was In 1992, Clinton carried Cass
k to Eilh school chums as County by a 3-2 margin, but (From 1A) past. “We have less than half the NaCl, sodium chloride — table established standards.

Mad Dog™* back in his days play- Republicans also have been T —— total dissolved solids since Ivie  salt. Siiltate conteit. Tocallv isiust
ing defense for the Beardstown embraced in this town where Abe A recent test indicates Midland meon,” J id Th level lightly ’ Tt
s Lincoln once tried a case (the Water currently is a Hgtle on the came on,” Jones said. | “1'he current levels are slightly  ynder half the allowable limit of

Ryg yim’re Sfixtaxes why event i8 memorialized in & Citv hard side regarding &lcium car- ‘This level of dissolved solids higher than the established limit, 600 mg/l. In some areas, such as
gl 4 AVING tafes”?: Hall museum). In 1984, the ceun}j Bamnates conlant and bas | 138 ol gives the water a lurbld;ty quo- but those who cannot have salt southern Louisiana. sulfate con-
Birdsley agks, meting he - ty gave Gov Jim Eﬂga'r twice as  ligrams per liter of diascived tient at or below 0.2, which is just because of uncontrolled high tents are so high that it combines
expanded his work force fromtwo many votes as his Democratic solids — just over the limit of &t (3¢ Point where the buman e¥ye  DMOG Pressure May wish 0 Con-  with other minerals such us

y can detect a difference in opacity sider this factor.

magnesium to produce com-
pounds with laxative results.
Magnesium sulfate is the active
ingredient in milk of magnesia.

Visitors to Midland, however.

ed for a family of potentially tox-
Ic compounds known as tri-
halomethanes.

Total content of tri-
halomethanes can be no greater

te. Margaret Houchins, a Beard- Midland proper has signs desig-  a]. Before the cleaner Ivie water,  than the tiny amount of 100 parts
But around the town square and stown club member, says she nating an “approved” water sup- Chloride content is 372. which  the raw water coming in was too  Per billion.
over at Hardees, where folks dis- prefers Dole and believes Clinton Ply, he said. also is not a problem by itself. salty to grow algae, he said. Midland’s levels are only a
cuss ev from hog pricesto is too inconsistent — he raised tax- This level of dissolved solids, Together, however, these two Remaining mineral and chemi- small fraction of the upper limit
presidential tics over ham and es as president, for example, after however, is far less than in years mineral compounds constitute cal compounds are well below at 17 parts per billion.
g, even some GOP voters con- promising a middle-class tax cut
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news department.

He was arreste
an security age
when he illegally
try, according to
an Central News

Hunzike entere
crossing the Ya

tter schools. “'I'm not some tax scheme’ that would either campaigns, Clinton said Dole had ton’s failure in the war on drugs, flows along the bx
v extremist out here,’”” Dole said. ‘I make the deficit explode or sided with the tobaccocompanies and his campaign sought a the- two countries, th
nerglze econ0| I Iy Cas S care about people.” require unacceptable cuts in when the administration tried to atrical surprise designed to spot He admitted

citizen and he ille
DPRK (North K

Securit

both one-on-one encounters would get the tax cut, and ‘‘sowill rewrite the environmental laws.”” rattle Clinton.
BEARDSTOWN, Ill. (AP) — haven't we?"” she adds. ‘“Things because of a controversial decision the former president.”” Clinton “That's not true,” Dole shot The administration fired Dale in < G
Birdsley has never had it so have gone well without atax cut.”” to exclude Texan Ross Perot. laughed and said, ‘I need it.” back. Dole also said he was on 1993 and accused him of financial Kuwaltl
: He has a new Dodge truck, Illinois, in fact, has rebounded Trailing by significant margins Dole also took aim at Clinton’s record 30 years ago pushing for irregularities, but he was acquit-
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after the Gulf W
occupation of Ku
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""Anybody that says they’ re not Illinois River, still is struggling, Republican budget would have criticizing Clinton’s decision to ator.” Frank Carafa, who served with dam’s army inte
better off today than '-h"f, were with several vacant brick store- devastated Medicare. Dole retort- bring Mideast leaders to Wash-  Some aides urged Dole to make Dole in World War II and helped factional fighting
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EREZ CHECKPOINT, Gaza
31115 (AP) — At a dusty border

surrounded by fences
and watchtowers, Israelis and
Palestinians tried Sunday to res-

Cue a peace effort bloodied b
battles. Lo

An immediate obstacle
appeared to be Israel’s demand for
adjustments’’ to the security

arrangements by the two
sides in 1993. The Palestinians are

refusing to renegotiate the agree-
ment.

Dan Shomron, Israel’s former
military chief, and Palestinian
negotiator Saeb Erakat — with
U.S. envoy Dennis Ross sitting in
and plenty of food standing ready
In case the talks lasted deep into
the night — met at the drab, mili-
tary-style com d that embod-
ies the , frustrating rela-
tionship between Israelis and
Palestinians.

| gere, tens of thousands of Pales-
tinian laborers used to cross daily

Pope asks for

VATICAN CITY (AP) —
Patients in casts and bandages
crowded into windows and bal-
conies Sunday to greet Pope John
Paul II as he entered a Rome hos-
pital for an operation to remove an
inflamed appendix.

The 76-year-old pontiff, wearing
a white cassock, walked slowly
from his car into the Gemelli Poly-
clinic Hospital. The operation will
be Tuesday morning, said hospital
spokesman Giuseppe Pallanch.

Patients flocked to windows and
balconies. Some wore casts or
bandages and some used wheel-
chairs.

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
North Korea has charged an
American, Evan Carl Hunzike,
with spying for South Korea, the
communist state’s official media
reported Sunday.

He was arrested by North Kore-
an security agents on Aug. 24,
when he illegally entered the coun-
try, according to the North's Kore-
an Central News Agency.

Hunzike entered from China by
crossing the Yalu River, which
flows along the border between the
two countries, the agency said.

““He admitted that he is a U.S.
citizen and he illegally entered the
DPRK (North Korea) for the pur-

into Israel looking for work. Israeli
ist bombings began in 1995 ha

ve
meant that only a fraction of the
work force can enter even when
the gates are open.

Concrete cubes the size of refrig-
erators are positioned on the road
to guard against potential car
bombers coming out the crowded,
Palestinian-ruled Gaza Strip,
where Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat has his headq.uart.er:.

Some of last month’s battles
were fought just two miles away.

Secretary of State Warren
Christopher, who flew in to meet
with Arafat and Israeli Prime
Minister Beni':'min Netanyahu
before the talks, took pains to
show he understood Israel’s secu-
rity concerns.

ut : between meeting
Netanyahu in Jerusalem and trav-
elinf to the Gaza Strip to see
Arafat, he repeatedly urged ‘‘con-
crete results as soon as possible.”

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM

Palestinians say no to propoSed pact changes

‘they want to change the agree-
ment."”’

A White House statement drove
the point home: *“The president
calls on the parties to conduct
these discussions in a spirit of part-
nership and goodwill in order that
tangible results are achieved as
soon as possible.”

Netanyahu, a conservative
elected in May, was never hap
with the deal signed by the upre -
ous government. Palestinians
have accused him of dragging his
feet on implementing the accord.

At a news conference with
Christopher, Netanyahu said he
~ccepted the need for speed but
refused to be tied to a deadline.

He told the Palestinians he was
not seeking to reopen the peace
accords, but wanted ‘‘adjustments
to certain clauses, mostly on secu-
rity issues.”’

t Palestinians may not see
them as mere adjustments.
Erakat said the Palestinians
might seek international arbitra-
tion ‘‘if the Israelis come to tell us

ONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1996

Arafat indicated in an interview
with Palestinian television that he
was not interested in changes.
“We are for implementa-

m precise implementation,”’ he

Arafat said the talks would con-
tinue today.
The Palestinians’ priority is to
et Israel to withdraw from the
est Bank city of Hebron as
promised and to carry out various
measures that would make life
easier for the Palestinians.
Referring to the gun battles that
killed more than 70 people and
almost toppled the peace process,
Netanyahu said Israel was con-
ce for the safety of Jewish set-
tlers in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip. He said 1srael needed to be
assured that Palestinian police

don’t ““train their wea against
the very population that they are
supposed to protect.”’

‘spiritual solidarity’ before entering hospital

“Good luck. Good luck,” yelled
some of the nearly 300 people at the
hospital entrance. The pope waved
(o the crowd.

Italy’s president, Oscar Luigi
Scalfaro, greeted the pope inside.

“I'm very worried for him,”’ said
a nun, Sister Valentina, who had
waited for the pope for hours.

The pope’s recurring bouts of
fevers and the loss of his once-
boundless vigor have led to open
speculation that he suffers from a
more serious illness. The Vatican
has denied every report about a
chronic condition.

Leaving the hospital, the Vati-

pose of getting information of its
domestic situation,’”” the agency
said. ‘“He will have to take an
appropriate penal responsibility
under the DPRK criminal law.”

[t said Hunzike was sent by
South Korea’s main intelligence
agency. The report did not provide
further details.

White House spokesman Mike
McCurry, aboard Air Force One
with President Clinton en route to
Hartford, Conn., for a campaign
debate, said the United States is
aware of the situation but has few
details.

“We are seeking more informa-
tion through our diplomatic rep-
resentative at the Swedish

Security, budget concern
Kuwaitis for today’s election

KUWAIT (AP) — Five years
after the Gulf War ended Iraq’s
occupation of Kuwait, the 230 can-
didates vying for the 50 National
Assembly seats in today’s election
have both security and budget
reform high on their agendas.

The fear of Iraq — reinforced
just five weeks ago when Sad-
dam’s army interve ied in Kurdish
factional fighting in northern Iraq
— 18 behind continued heavy
spending on Kuwait's small, but
well-armed military.

But Kuwait has not curbed its

i

cradle-to-grave social welfare
policies, and government budget
deficits have exploded to $5 billion
a year or more.

“Our income from oil barely
covers two-thirds of our spending.
We can’t keep going this way for-
ever,”’ said Khaled al-Wasmi, a
Kuwait University professor com-
peting for a parliament seat.

While most candidates agree
there are serious problems, few
are willing to alienate voters with
proposals to begin taxing Kuwait-
is or charging for services.
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can’s secretary of state, Cardinal
Angelo Sodano, said anyone mak-
ing guesses about the pope’s
health is ‘“‘practicing witchcraft
medicine.”’

It will be the pope’s sixth oper-
ation at the hospital since surgery
in 1981, when he was wounded in an
attempted assassination in St.
Peter’s Square. His last operation
was a hip replacement in April
1994.

The pontiff is staying in a private
10th-floor suite that includes a
tiny chapel dedicated to the Black
Madonna of Czestochowa, the Vir-
gin Mary icon dear to Roman
Catholics in Poland. John Paul is

N. Korea says American charged with spying

Embassy in Pyongyang,”’ North
Korea’s capital, McCurry said.

The United States and North
Korea do not have diplomatic *ies.
North Korea still considers Wash-
ington an enemy for having led
U.N. forces during the 1950-53
Korean War.

The South Korean spy office, the
Agency for National Security
Planning, denied its involvement.
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Polish.

In his last Vatican appearance
before entering the hospital, John
Paul brought 16 people a step clos-
er to sainth and asked the
faithful to pray for him. The 2% -
hour ceremony put his stamina to
the test.

“I1 ask you to accompany me
with your prayers,’’ the pontiff told
the crowd that filled sun-bathed
square. ‘‘I send warm greetings to
those in the hospital or in nursing
homes, knowing that I can count on
their spiritual solidarity."’

When the pope finished, a man
near the altar cried out: ‘““Long life

to the pope! "’
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