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Conaway discusses shutdown, ‘Obamacare’ ruling 
By Simone Jasper 

sjasperi@mrt.com 

With talk Tuesday of a partial federal 
government shutdown, U.S. Rep. Mike 
Conaway thinks the situation can go 

either way. The Midland Republican also 
considered the weight of a recent federal 
court ruling as the next congressional term 
comes on the horizon 
“The one wild card got handed to 

everybody last week when a federa! judge 

nullified the Obamacare Act,” Conaway 
said. “That means that the Democrats 
will have to deal with something that the 
president would sign and that would need 
to be bipartisan.” 
Conaway ’s discussion with the Reporter- 

Telegram came after a federal judge ruled 
Friday that the Affordable Care Act was 
unconstitutional and can’t stand on its 
own. The ruling was related to the individ- 
ual mandate and doesn't currently impact 
U.S. health care coverage 
While Conaway hasn't had much time to 

discuss the ruling with others, he thinks the 
judge's decision will elevate the issue 

Also in the news this week was the po- 
tential for a government shutdown, which 
could leave thousands of federal workers 
without pay. The topic came up last week 
during a discussion between President 
Donald Trump and Sen. Minonty Leader 
Charles Schumer, among other govern- 
ment leaders 

“Both of them are saying things.” 

Conaway said about the meeting. “Can 
you really hold either one of them to the 
strict interpretation of what they ‘re saying? 
There may be some New York City code 
going on there that's involved,” he said 
referencing that both men are from New 
York 

The funding impasse revolved about $5 
billion in funding for a wall at the U.S - 
Mexico border. 

“This really was between Schumer and 
the president to work this out if at all.” 

Conaway said. “1 still think it’s a 50-50 
chance that it doesn’t happen. But | think 
whatever the president agrees to, we can 

pass in the House ™ 
The White House on Tuesday said the 

administration has found other ways to get 

border wall funding, but Democratic lead 

ers were against that proposal. The dead- 
line to come up with a solution is Friday 

For immigration reform, Conaway 

said there's opportunity for language to 

move away from a border wall and toward 

operational control of the border. He thinks 

people should be in favor of that concept 
which relates to resources and 

infrastructure 
“Fencing or the wall in itself is not a 

panacea,” Conaway said. “You still have 
to patrol the wall. You have to watch it to 

make sure people aren't trying to break 

through ™ 
More information from Conaway 's 

discussion will appear in a future Reporter 
Telegram story 

BiG SPRING BOTTLENECK 

Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram 

Traffic backs up at the ight at Big Spring Street and Loop 250 heading north Tuesday as construction north of the loop has closed one lane of the roadway 

Lanes closed during Business 349 roadwork 
From staff reports 

Lanes are closed on North Big Spring 
Street and the Loop 250 service road as a 
rehabilitation project is underway at the 

intersection of Business Highway 349 

and the loop 
The segment currently being worked 

on 1s scheduled for completion this week, 
according to Gene Powell, public infor- 
mation officer for the Odessa District of 

the Texas Department of Transportation 
The roads should open up for the holi 

days, and work won't continue until after 
New Year's Day January traffic control 
shouldn't go south of Loop 250, Powell 
wrote in an email 

The roadwork involves rebuilding 
more than three miles of Business 349 
from the Loop to the Martin County line, 
according a TxDOT press release. As 
part of the project, a traffic signal will 

be installed at Mockingbird Lane and 
continuous two-way left turn lanes will 
be added 

The project 1s scheduled for comple 
tion in summer 2019 

The city of Midland contributed $1.65 
million to the project and helped with 

planning and development, according to 
the press release Jones Brothers Dint & 
Paving of Odessa won the contract with a 
bid of almost $8.2 million 

Oil down 40 

percent since 
October 

W Price falls more than 7 
percent to below $47 

NEW 

climbed 

Associated Press 

two days of huge losses, 
U.S. stocks ended the day 
back where they started on 
Tuesday. Energy companies 
sank as crude oil plunged 7 

percent, but technology and 
consumer-focused companies 

YORK After 

US. crude oil fell to its 
lowest price since August 

2017, and it has now fallen 
almost 40 percent-since carly 
October. Investors are wor- 
ried that supplies continue to 
increase and that demand is 
slowing as the global econo- 
my weakens. The plunge in 
oil prices has crushed energy 
company stocks in recent 

weeks 

Energy stocks including 
ExxonMobil fell again on 
Tuesday, but some of those 

losses were offset by gamns in 
Apple, Amazon, Microsoft 
and Boeing. Boeing raised its 
quarterly dividend and said 
1t will buy back another $20 

Please see OIL 2A 

Exxon becomes 
top Permian 
driller to 

combat falling 
oil output 
By Kevin Crowley 

Bloomberg 

ExxonMobil Corp. has overtaken 
rivals to become the most active dnller 
in the Permian Basin, showing the 

urgency with which the world’s biggest 
oil company by market value 1s pursu 

ng US shale 
After a slow start in the West Texas 

and New Mexico basin, ExxonMobil 
is now operating more dnlling ngs 
than Concho Resources Inc. which 

merged with RSP Permian Inc. earlier 

this year to create one of the biggest 
Permian-focused explorers, according 
to staustics from RigData Inc. supplied 
to Bloomberg Intelligence 

It’s not hard to see why the Permian 
has become so important to ExxonMo 
bil. A senes of strategic mistakes sent 
the oil giant's overall production careen 
ing to a 10-year low by the middle 
of this year. Dnliling wells in the the 

Permian, the world's premier shale field, 

yields low-cost oil in months rather than 
the years required for megaprojects to 
begin producing crude 
“They need to get the production 

and returns back up, and the Permian 
1s where you can ramp up the fastest 

said Fernando Valle, a New York-based 
analyst at Bloomberg Intelligence 
ExxonMobil isn’t alone in tapping 

US shale after years of pursuing 
overseas resources. Chevron Corp 
will spend the highest portion of its 
capital budget at home in at least a 
decade. The Permian now accounts for 
about 10 percent of Chevron’s overall 
production 
BP Plc this year agreed to spend 

$10.5 billion on BHP Billiton Ltd's 
shale assets to gain access to the 
Permian while Royal Dutch Shell Plc 
1s mulling a bid for one of the basin’s 
largest private companies, people fa- 
miliar with the matter said Monday 

For ExxonMobil, the Permian 1s still 

Please see COMBAT 2A 
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Man arrested on aggravated 
assault, evading charges 

A Houston man was arrested Saturday after he alleg- 
edly drove a vehicle toward a Midland police officer, 
according to court documents 

Anthony Avila, 22, was released Tues- 
day on a $75,000 bond for a first-degree 
felony charge of aggravated assault 
against a public servant and a $10,000 
bond for a third-degree felony charge 
of evading arrest or detention with a 
vehicle 

The! 

Avila 

A police officer was working off duty 
at about 10 a.m. Saturday when he was 
notified that a vehicle hit another vehicle 
in a North Loop 250 parking lot 

The officer approached a vehicle that 
may have been involved and yelled “Midland police,” 
according to court documents. At that time, the vehicle's 
driver later identified as Avila allegedly maneu- 
vered toward the officer and accelerated 

The officer was in fear of being struck, stepped to the 
side and drew his weapon at the vehicle, according to 
Avila’s arrest affidavit. Avila allegedly started to evade 
the officer, who pursued the vehicle on foot. The vehicle 
later accelerated on the Loop 250 service road and was 
found at another location, according to the affidavit 

If convicted, Avila could face up to life imprisonment 
for the first-degree felony charge and up to 10 years im- 
prisonment for the third-degree felony charge 

Man charged with aggravated assault 

A Midland man was arrested Saturday after he alleg- 
edly pointed a rifle at a female, according to court 

documents 
Clay Caston Jr, 75, was released Sun- 

day on a $75,000 bond for a second-de- 
gree felony charge of aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon 

A Midland County sheriff's deputy 
was dispatched at about 3 p.m. Saturday 
in reference to a disturbance 
Caston was arguing with a female at 

a residence when he walked to a room 
Caston where weapons were kept, according to 

his arrest affidavit. He allegedly loaded a 
rifle and pointed it at the female 
Caston allegedly admitted to owning a weapon match- 

ing the given description and said it hadn't been at the 
residence for about one week. A deputy didn’t find the 
weapon but found in Caston’s pocket four rounds consis 
tent with rifle rounds, according to the affidavit 

If convicted of the second-degree felony charge, Caston 
could face up to 20 years imprisonment 

Man allegedly sexually assaults teen 

A man was arrested Dec. 10 after allegedly sexually 
assaulting a teenager, according to court documents 

Ramiro Estaban Guzman-Pecina, 30, 
was being held Tuesday on a $150,000 
bond for a second-degree felony charge 
of sexual assault 
Midland County deputies were dis 

patched Dec. 10 to Midland Freshman 
High School in reference to a sexual 
assault 
A school’s counselor told deputies a 

student had disclosed sexual abuse, ac 
cording to Guzman-Pecina’s affidavit 

The teen was transported to the Child 
Advocacy Center where she was interviewed 

If convicted of a second-degree felony charge, Guz 
man-Pecina could face up to 20 years imprisonment 

City: Train hits truck 
stuck at crossing 

From staff reports 

A semi-truck was hit by 
a tram Tuesday afternoon 
at the Warchouse Road 
crossing, according to the 
city's spokeswoman 

The driver was attempt 
ing to cross the tracks at 
Warehouse Road heading 
north and “became stuck.” 
Elana Ladd said in an 
email. The driver called 

ComBAar 
From 1A 

small when placed in the 
context of its global reach 
In the third quarter of this 
year it produced just a 
fraction of the oil titan’s 
total production. But CEO 
Darren Woods expects 
strong growth cach year 
through 2025. By then, 
he’s targeting as much 
as 800,000 barrels a day 
from the Permian and the 
Bakken in North Dakota, 
which would be about 20 
percent of today’s overall 
production 
MobilExxon’s escalation 

in the Permian is essential- 

On 
From 1A 

billion of its own stock 
Boeing has tumbled on 
worries that the global 
trade war will hit its profits 
particularly hard. 
The Federal Reserve 

started its last meeting of 
the year. Investors expect 
it 10 raise interest rates on 

Wednesday when the meet- 
ing concludes. That would 
be its fourth increase this 
year, and its ninth in three 
years. Investors are hop- 
ing the Fed will say the 
increases are going to slow 
down in 2019 in light of 
recent signs that economic 

911 and got out of the 

truck before the vehicle 
was hit by an oncoming 
train. No one was injured. 
she said 

The incident, which 1s 
under investigation, oc 
curred shortly before 2:30 
p.m. The railroad crossings 
at Warehouse Road and 
Eisenhower Drive were 
closed at least until Tues- 
day evening, she said 

ly a bet that ExxonMobil 
can dnl wells so cheaply 
that they ll be profitable 
despite crude’s 37 percent 
decline since early Oc 
tober. The company says 
its shale wells can make 
double-digit returns with 
oil at just $35 a barrel 
West Texas Intermediate 
traded at $48.55 a barrel at 
9:54 a.m. Tuesday 
“The business we build 

in the Permian, we're 
building for the long 
term,” Woods said in a 
Bloomberg TV interview 
last month. “It needs to 
be efficient, low cost and 
effective.” 

growth is slowing 
Trading was turbulent 

Two days of widespread 
market declines had 
knocked 1,004 points off 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average, and on Tuesday, 
investors couldn't find 
a convincing reason for 
stock prices to go higher 
On the other hand they 
didn’t see cause for an- 
other big decline, either. 
Benchmark US. crude 

7.3 percent to 
$46.24 a barrel in New 
York. Brent crude, used 
to price international oils, 
sank 5.6 percent to $56.26 
a barrel in London 
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decides his 
next move. 

it could be a 
long wait 

MRT file photo 

O’Rourke says he doesn’t have 

timeline for decision on 2020 
By Will Weissert 
Associated Press 

AUSTIN — If the deep 
| field of potential Demo- 
| cratic presidential contend- 
| ers is on pins and needles 
| as Beto O'Rourke decides 
his next move, it could be a 
long wait 

The outgoing Texas con- 
gressman's team says he 
has no timeline or roadmap 
for deciding if he'd like 
to parlay a surprisingly 
close loss to Republican 
Sen. Ted Cruz into a White 
House try. People close to 
O'Rourke insist he hasn't 
expanded staff or lined up 
consultants even as the 
interest in him intensifies 
They say he’s spoken to 
top Democratic donors, but 
describe such discussions 
as fact-finding missions, 

| researching the logistics of 
a possible run rather than 
securing assurances that 

coming campaign cash 
would go to him and not 
others 

The only big date on his 
calendar is Jan. 3, when he 

fimishes his congressional 
term 

“There's a lot of people 
waiting to see what he 
does.” said Texas Demo 
cratic strategist Colin 
Strother. “And a lot of 
them are going to continue 
to wan” 
O'Rourke's approach 1s 

different from many of the 
other Democrats eyeing 

White House bids Julian 
Castro, a fellow Texan and 
former Obama admin 
istration housing chief, 

| launched a presidential 
exploratory committee 

| ahead of a more formal 
| campaign kickoff that’s ex 
pected on Jan. 12 Others. 
including Sens. Elizabeth 
Warren of Massachusetts. 

| Kamala Hams of Califor 

nia and Cory Booker of 
New Jersey, have taken 

| aggressive steps to lay the 
groundwork for potential 
campaigns that could be 
announced in the coming 

| weeks 
But O'Rourke's backers 

say taking his time only 
| makes him a more entic 
| ing presidential candidate, 
arguing that it’s part of an 

| unorthodox appeal that 
helped him come within 

three percentage points of 
upsetting Cruz in Texas, 
where no Democrat has 
won statewide office in a 
generation. They say that 
O’Rourke’s charisma, as 
well as the $80-plus mil- 
lion from donors nation- 
wide he racked up while 
running for Senate — he 
has about $500,000 left 
ensures he could jump into 
the 2020 race late and sull 
come out ahead 

Nate Lerner, a Demo 
cratic activist who is part 

of a “Draft Beto 2020" 
online group seeking to 
raise $1 million for an 
O Rourke presidential run, 
said the congressman's 
Senate campaign was large 
enough that it could shift 
relatively seamlessly to a 
national organization 
and that many Democrats 
will be ready if and when 

that happens 

“There are a lot of 

people who are waiting to 
pick a horse,” Lerner said 

For now, O'Rourke and 

his team remain in Wash 

ington, where they ‘ve had 
to surrender their congres 
sional office since he gave 
up his seat to challenge 
Cruz. They're working 
from a basement cubicle 
in the Rayburn House Of 
fice Building, frequently 
talking a variety of topics 
with the congressman over 
lunch 

Prominent Democrats 

notable donors to his Sen 
ate campaign and others 
are offering advice. The 
Rev. Al Sharpton along 
with current and former 
members of the House 

and Senate leave messages 
about 2020 on O'Rourke's 
cell phone, and he spends a 
lot of time returning calls 
O'Rourke also has spoken 
with Barack Obama, while 
alumni from the former 
president's campaigns 
have formed online groups 
backing a would-be White 
House bid. O'Rourke also 
hasn't accepted nor 

declined invitations to 

visit Democrats in lowa 
and New Hampshire, 
which kick off presidential 
primary voting 
A pivotal factor for 

O'Rourke 1s if he wants 
to again be away from 
his wife and three kids so 
much after seeing so little 

of them while running for 
the Senate. His wife, Amy, 
is one of the key people 
helping him mull over 
his next move, similar to 
how she was a top Senate 
campaign adviser, often 
included on email chains 
weighing new ideas and 
strategy 
“They re constantly talk- 

ing,” said [liana Noemi 
Holguin, chairwoman of 
the El Paso County Demo- 
cratic Party “Amy's going 
to have a big, big voice ™ 
O'Rourke himself has 

told reporters it’s “crazy” 
that 2020 talk has heated 
up so carly and said 
whether he can turn a 

Senate loss into a serious 
presidential run remains “a 

great question” 

Meanwhile, the camp of 
76-year-old former Vice 
President Joe Biden has 
floated the idea of asking a 
younger candidate to join 
forces as a possible 2020 
vice presidential running 
mate and O’Reurke’s name 
has been mentioned. The 
46-year-old congressman 
hasn't dismissed the idea, 
saying only that he hasn't 
spoken to Biden 

There are nisks for 
O'Rourke waiting too 
long. A key factor in hus 
transformation from a 
virtual unknown outside 
his hometown of El Paso to 

a national political sensa 
tion was that O'Rourke 
announced his Senate bid 
carly, more than 18 months 
before Election Day Hold 
ing off could also put him 
behind other would-be 
candidates 

The longer he stays on 
the sidelines, the more 
time a possible backlash 
has to gather especially 
after months of glowing 
Senate campaign media 

coverage 
For starters, O'Rourke's 

legislative record is light 
In his six years in Con 
gress, he was the pnmary 
sponsor of just three bills 

that became law. One 
directed the US. Armed 
Forces to temporanly 
expand college tuition as- 
sistance, another sought to 
speed the appeals of veter- 
ans demed federal disabili- 
ty compensation. The third 
renamed El Paso’s federal 
building and courthouse 

STATEBRIEFS 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

SAN MARCOS 

Deaths of S in apartment 
fire ruled homicides 

The deaths of five people killed in a 
large apartment fire near Texas State Uni- 
versity have been ruled homicides 
The fire broke out on July 20 at an 

apartment complex in San Marcos. The 
fire has been ruled an arson, though no ar- 
rests have been made and few details have 
been released about how the blaze started 

Investigators say four of the people 
killed were current or former students at 
Texas State. They ranged in age from 19 
to 23 

ano 

GALVESTON 

County official wants 

resignations after $525K scam 

The top elected official in a South Texas 
county is calling for the resignation of two 
officials for failing to protect the county 
from an electronic payment scam that cost 
it more than $525,000 
An outside review determined that no 

individual Galveston County employee 
was 10 blame for the loss of money. But 
Galveston County Judge Mark Henry said 
Monday that auditor Randall Rice and 
purchasing agent Rufus Crowder should 
be held responsible 

First Christian Church 

Christmas Ev 
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Royal Dutch 
Shell is in 

negotiations 
to buy 

Endeavor 
MW Deal could be $8 
billion for Midland- 
based company 

By Kiel Porter 
and Dinesh Nair 

Bloomberg 

Royal Dutch Shell Plc 1s 

in negotiations to buy En 

deavor Energy Resources 
LP for about $8 billion, ac- 
cording to people familiar 

with the matter, or roughly 
half as much as the Texas 

oil producer was expected 
to fetch when it put itself 
on the block this year. 

ExxonMobil Corp., 
Chevron Corp. and Cono- 
coPhillips also weighed 
bids for Endeavor but their 
interest has waned, said the 
people, who asked not to 

be identified because the 
matter isn’t public 

Discussions with Shell 
haven't reached an ad 
vanced stage, one person 

said. They ve also been 
complicated by Endeavor 
founder Autry Stephens’s 

desire to retain a large 
quantity of its mineral 

nights, this person said. or 
ownership of untapped oil 

entithng him to royalties 
| when dnlled 

That's made the Mid 
| land-based company less 
valuable than the $15 
billion it was initially 
expected to fetch in a sale. 
the people said 
No deal has been 

reached and Endeavor 
could opt to remain inde 
pendent, the people said 
Endeavor is also consider 

ing going public in 2019 

people familar with the 
matter said in November 

“Portfolio review is an 
ONROINg process to ensure 

we have the nght mix of 
assets to deliver maximum 
value to our shareholders 
while delivering on our 
business strategy.” a repre 
sentative for Shell said in 

an email “We do not, how 

ever, comment on current 

or potential commercial 
actions or agreements 

Representatives for 

Endeavor, Exxon, Chevron 
and Conoco declined to 

comment 
Endeavor controls dnll 

ing nights on more than 
300,000 acres of mostly 
undeveloped land in the 
Permian Basin, making it 
one of the largest clo- 'y 
held companies in the most 
productive oilfield in the 
Us 

Stephens, a billionaire 
who starred in a reality 
show, founded the entity 
that became Endeavor 
in 1979 after stints with 
Humble Oil. now part 
of Exxon, and the Army 
Corps of Engineers, ac 
cording to Endeavor’s 
website. He and his family 
own the company 

Shell has been selling 
assets around the world 
to pay down debt afier 
buying BG Group Pic for 

about $50 billion in 2016 
The Hague, Netherlands- 
based company has about 
260,000 acres in the Perm- 
ian through a joint venture 
there with Anadarko Petro- 
leum Corp. according to 
its website 

Get ready for the 
weekend by reading 

WEERENDER 

today in the 
Reporter-Telegram 
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WORD OF THE DAY 
brought to you daily by 

carol 
[kar-uhl] 

noun 

1. a song, especially of joy. 

2. a Chnstmas song or 
hymn 
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On Dec. 19, 1998, Lee trounced 
San Antonio MacArthur, 54-0, in Ir 
wing's Texas stadium to win the first of 
three straight Class SA state football 
champonships. 

Most viewed 
at mri.com 

(locally produced content 

W Midland spent more than $4 
milion on alcohol in October 118.500 

IB Ust Restaurants, bars that 
opened or will open in Midland n 

2018 182% 
|W Drew Brees-owned Walk-On's 
Bistreaux & Bar opening Odessa 
location 12,045 

1 13 gangs that have a presence 
in Midland, West Texas 11.480 

W FUGITIVE OF THE WEEK 
Eduardo Ramirez 10.209 

1 Prostitution operation results in 
62 arrests in Midland, Odessa 9.988 
® FUGITIVE OF THE WEEK 

Unshaebrea Douglas 8.276 
B Sideshow: Here's where 
Midianders spent the most money on 

of 2 women with drugs. firearms. 
6.675 
W Midland man is 1 of 2 people 

killed in head-on collision 6,059 
1 Scenes from Museum of the 

Southwest's Reinbeer VIII 5,571 
1B Crime of the Week: Authorities 

seek information on burglary sus- 
pects 4 475 
8 Man allegedly hits, kicks 

woman 4,367 
8 Sixteen apartments affected n 

Sunday's fire 4.208 
W Woman charged with aggra- 

vated assault 3,867 
Analyst: Permian hotels dom 

nate in terms of revenue 3,551 
8 The iron Orchard’ to be 
released in February 3.522 
8 OUT & ABOUT: Midlanders trot 

for benefit of MCGW. Coterie Cub 
celebrates 72nd anniversary 2.953 
8 Man amested on child endan- 

germent charge 2.702 
@ Midiander sentenced 10 30 

years in child enticement case 2.498 

Things to do 

Wednesday Storytime with 
crafts for preschool chidren, 11 am 
Bames and Noble, 2617 West Loop 
250 N. bamesandnoble.com. 

W Bingo, 6 pm. Tal City VFW 
Post 7208, 1306 E. Taylor Ave. 
Children welcome. 

1 Bridge game play. 6:45 pm 

Carver bridge dedication 

The recently completed Carver Street bridge over Scharbauer Draw was dedicated 

Tuesday morning. The bridge is being named for the late Terry Simms, who had 
helped rescue motorists stranded at the low-water crossing that frequently became 
flooded when it rained. Construction of the bridge was funded by the Midland De- 
velopment Corp. 

Alison Bridge Center, 913 W. Wadley 
Ave. $6. For more information cal 
682-8505. 
8 Pool loumaments, 7 pm., The 
Detour, 1708 Rankin Highway. 

8 Trivia Game Night, 7 pm. True 
Jia B30, S40 trout Wifw 

The US. Postal Service's 
ClayDesta and Graves stations wil 
be open 9 am -2 pm. Saturday Also, 
residents should keep in mind the ot 
lowing USPS deadlines: priority and 
first-class Thursday: and priority mad 

Source: USPS 

Correction 

The state — using the Perfor- 
‘mance-based Monloring Analysis 
System — gave Midland ISD a stage 
ranking of 3 An article in Tues- 

Lottery 
All or Nothing moming: 2-3- 

478-14-1516-20-21- 22-4 
All or Nothing day: 24-6-8-9- 

11:12:13-19-21-22-4 
All or Nothing evening: 2-3-6- 

7910-13-14-16-21-22- 4 

Dally 4 moming: 4.780 
Dally 4 day: 4310 
Dally 4 evening: 8.7.63 
Pick 3 moming: 54-3 
Pick 3 day: 6:34 
Pick 3 evening: 3-1-1 

Because of an earlier deadline, the 
night drawings were unavailable. 

Neste: Bigar's Stars is based 
on the degree of your sun at 
birth. The sign name is simply 

to the dates following each sign 

A baby born today has a Sun 
in Sagittarius and » Moon in 
Taurus 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 
Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2018: This 
year, you might have more fun 

oe Leer oe Ty 

quite intr) 
life. If you are attached, you and 
your partner have many 
desired dreams that you want 

ARIES (March 20-Aprfl 19) 
wkd You might wonder 

about a growing feeling of 

Weather 
Tuesday's temperatures 
High...... 

Normal high 
Normal low .. 

Dec. 19 records 

78, set in 1939 
12, set in 1996 

High 
Low 

Monday . 
Tuesday 
Month total 0.82 of an inch 
Year total: 17.49 inches 
Normal total 
(year to date) 14.36 inches 

Average speed ......4.8 mph 
Highest sustained ..13 mph 
Highest gust ..........15 mph 

Today’s forecast 

day's edion, citing Midland ISD 
agenda packet information indicated 
otherwise. 

Today in history 
Today is Wednesday, Dec. 19, the 

353rd day of 2018. There are 12 days 
loft in the year 

Today's highlight: 
On Dec. 19, 1998, President 

Bi Clinton was impeached by the 
Republican-controlied House for 
perjury and obstruction of justice (he 
was subsequently acquitted by the 
Senate). 
On this dete: 
In 1777. during the American 

Revolutionary War, Gen. George 
Washington led his army of about 
11,000 men to Valley Forge, 
Pennsyhvania, to camp for the 
winter. 
8 In 1974, Nelson A. Rock- 

eloller was sworn in as the 41st vice 
president of the United States in the 
US. Senate chamber by Chief Justice 
Warren Burr xr with President Gerald 
R Ford on. 
in 2001, the fires that had 

bumed beneath the ruins of the World 
Trade Center in New York Cly for the 
previous three months were declared 
extinguished except for 8 few scat: 
tered hot spots. 

Forecast for Wednesday, December 19, 2018 

Sumy 3 Cloudy Cloudy Showers Totes Ram Muves Seow he 

High: 64 

Low: 38 

Conditions: Sunny during 

the day/mostly clear at night 
Winds: 10-15 mph during 

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS 
The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 5-dynamic; 4-positive; 3-average: 2-so-so; |-difficult 

##& Know what is going on 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
*#&#* Enjoy the moment 

404 ul the Jiple Nod yo, 
You could # lot of ground 
10 cover. Prioritize, and you will 
find the right direction in which 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nev. 21) 
##&# Others might be 

contentious and could try to 
use their manipulative styles to 
get what they want. What gives 
you more leverage is that you 
understand the mechanisms at 
work here, whereas they might 
not. Vocalize your feclings and 
your message. Tonight: Accept 
an offer 

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 

# # # # Finishing what 
others left undone might not be 

but it is necessary. 
you are clear, you can con- 

tol how you spend your time. 
Make choices that put a smile 
on your face. A decision based 
on your instincts is right-on. 

Tonight: Treat this day like any 
other Sunday. 

CAPRICORN 

(Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
* adhd Your creativity 
emerges through your choices 
and actions. You can go with the 
flow and not be so concerned 
about others’ reactions. Give up 
the need 10 be politically correct 
at this moment in time. Tonight: 
As a “free spirit” for a day, what 
would you choose to do? 

(Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
* a Stay centered. 

Choose 10 stay close to home be- 
cause it feels good. You also will 
level out others’ hyper energy 
that wary. Attend 10 last-mimste 
details, and make sure you have 

the day and night 
Chance of rain: None 
Sunrise: 7:44 am. 
Sunset: 5:48 p.m. 

everything you need. Tomight: 
Enjoy the tree and nibble on 
2 cookie while visiting with a 
loved ome. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
ward Know that it is 

important 10 choose the right 
words and say the right things at 
the right times. If you mess up, 
don't get 100 uptight. Just allow 
it all 10 wash over Someone 
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NASA's 1st flight to 

50th anniversary 
By Marcia Dunn 

Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla Fifty years ago on 

Christmas Eve, a tumultuous year of assassinations, riots 

and war drew to a close in heroic and hopeful fashion 
with the three Apollo 8 astronauts reading from the Book 
of Genesis on live TV as they orbited the moon 

To this day, that 1968 mission is considered to be 
NASA's boldest and perhaps most dangerous undertak- 
ng That first voyage by humans to another world set the 
stage for the still grander Apollo | 1 moon landing seven 
months later 

There was unprecedented and unfathomable risk to put- 

ting three men atop a monstrous new rocket for the first 
time and sending them all the way to the moon. The mis- 

sion was whipped together in just four months in order to 
reach the moon by year’s end, before the Soviet Union 

There was the Old Testament reading by commander 
Frank Borman, Jim Lovell and Bill Anders 

Lastly, there was the photo named “Earthrise.” show- 
ing our blue and white ball — humanity's home — rising 
above the bleak, gray lunar landscape and 240,000 miles 
in the distance 
Humans had never set eyes on the far side of the moon, 

or on our planet as a cosmic oasis, surrounded completely | h 
| culpnits are learning from 

by the black void of space. A half-century later, only 24 
U.S. astronauts who flew to the moon have witnessed 
these wondrous sights in person 

The Apollo 8 crew is still around: Borman and Lovell 
are 90, Anders is 85 

To Lovell, the journey had the thrill and romance of 
true exploration, and provided an uplifting cap for Amen- 
cans to a painful, contentious year marked by the assas- 
sinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert Kennedy. 
nationwide riots and protests of the Vietnam War 

The mission's impact was perhaps best summed up in 

a four-word telegram received by Borman. “Thanks, you 
saved 1968" 
NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine — who at age 

43 missed Apollo — marvels over the gutsy decision in 

August that year to launch astronauts to the moon in four 
months’ time. He's pushing for a return to the moon, but 
with real sustainability this next go-around 

The space agency flipped missions and decided that 
instead of orbiting Earth. Borman and his crew would fly 
to the moon to beat the Soviets and pave the way for the 

lunar landings to come. And that was despite on its previ- 
ous test flight, the Saturn V rocket lost parts and engines 

failed 
“Even more worrisome than all of this,” Bridenstine 

noted earlier this month, Apolio 8 would be in orbit 
around the moon on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
“In other words, if there was a failure here, it would 
wreck Christmas not only for everybody in the United 
States, but for everybody in the world.” 
As that first moon shot neared, Borman’s wife, Susan, 

demanded to know the crew's chances. A NASA director 
answered: 50-50 
Borman wanted to get to the moon and get back fast. In | 

his mind, a single lap around the moon would suffice. His | 
bosses insisted on more . 
“My main concern in this whole flight was to get there 

ahead of the Russians and get home That was a signifi- 
cant achievement in my eyes,” Borman explained at the 
Chicago launch of the book “Rocket Men™ last spring 

Everyone eventually agreed: Ten orbits it would be 

Liftoff of the Saturn V occurred on the moming of 
Saturday, Dec. 21, 1968 

On Chnistmas Eve. the spaceship successfully shipped 
into orbit around the moon. Before bedtime, the first 
envoys to another world took tums reading the first 10 
verses from Genesis. It had been left to Borman, before 
the flight. to find “something appropnate™ to say for what 
was expected to be the biggest broadcast audience to 
date 

We all tried for quite a while to figure out something, 
and it all came up trite or foolish,” Borman recalled 
Finally, the wife of a friend of a friend came up with the 
idea of Genesis 

“In the beginning.” Anders read, “God created the 
heaven and the Earth 
Borman ended the broadcast with, “And from the 

crew of Apollo 8, we close with good night, good luck, a 
Merry Christmas, and God bless all of you — all of you 
on the good Earth” 
On Christmas moming, their spacecraft went around 

the moon for the final ime The engine firing needed to 
shoot them back to Earth occurred while the capsule was 

out of communication with Mission Control in Houston 
Lovell broke the nervous silence as the ship reappeared 
“Please be informed there 1s a Santa Claus.” 
Back in Houston, meanwhile, a limousine driver 

knocked on Marilyn Lovell's door and handed her a gift- 
wrapped mink stole with a card that read: “To Marilyn, 
Merry Christmas from the man in the moon.” Lovell 
bought the coat for his wife and arranged its fancy deliv- 
ery before liftoff. 
Splashdown occurred in the pre-dawn darkness on Dec 

27, bringing the incredible six-day journey to a close 
Time magazine named the three astronauts “Men of the 
Year™ 

It wasn't until after the astronauts were back that the 
significance of their Earth pictures sank in 
Anders snapped the iconic Earthrise photo during the 

crew's fourth orbit of the moon, frantically switching 
from black-and-white to color film to capture the planet's 
exquisite, fragile beauty 
“Oh my God, look at that picture oyer there!” Anders 

said. “There's the Earth coming up. Wow, is that pretty!” 
Before the flight. no one had thought about photo- 

graphing Earth, according to Anders. The astronauts were 
under orders to get pictures for potential lunar landing 
sites while orbiting 70 miles above the moon 
“We came to explore the moon and what we discovered 

was the Earth,” Anders is fond of saying 
His Earthrise photo is a pillar of today's environmental 

movement. It remains a legacy of Apollo and humanity's 
achievement, said professor emeritus John Logsdon of 
George Washington University's Space Policy Institute, 
forever underscoring the absence of political borders as 
seen from space. 
Anders wondered then — and now 

very big place, why can’t we get along?” 
Lovell remains awestruck by the fact he could hide all 

of Earth behind his thumb. 
“Over 3 billion people, mountains, oceans, deserts, 

everything | ever knew was behind my thumb,” he re- 
called at a recent anniversary celebration at Washington's 
National Cathedral 

Astronaut-artist Nicole Stott said the golden anniver- 
sary provides an opportunity to reintroduce the world to 
Earthrise. She and three other former space travelers are 
Boing a celebration at NASA's Kennedy Space Center 
on Friday, 50 years to the day Apollo 8 launched 
“That one image, | think, it just gives us the who and 

where we are in the universe so beautifully,” she said 
By July 1969, Apollo 8 was overshadowed by Apollo 

11°s Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin moon landing. But 

without Apollo 8, noted George Washington's 
NASA likely would not have met President John F. Ken- 
nedy's deadline of putting a man on the moon by the end 
of the decade 

“This is not a 

By Barbara Ortutay 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — It’s 

a high-stakes game of 

| whack-a-mole with no end 
in sight 

Social media companies 
are fighting an expensive 
and increasingly complex 

| battle against Russian 
trolls who are using catchy 
memes, bots and fake 
accounts to influence elec- 

| tions and sow discord in 
the U.S. and beyond 

This week, two reports 
released by the Senate 

| Intelligence Committee 
gave strong evidence that 
Moscow's sweeping online 

| disinformation campaign 
was more far-reaching than 
originally thought, with 
agents working to divide 
Americans by race, religion 
and ideology and erode 
trustin US 

| mstitutions 

It is also clear that the 

one another and quickly 
| adapting to sophisticated 
countermeasures taken 
against them 
Here are some questions 

and answers about the ef- 
forts to combat 
misinforriation 

What are 
the trolls doing? 

When it comes to elec- 
tion meddling, much of the 

focus for the past two years 
has been on the biggest in- 
tenet platforms, especially 

| Facebook, where agents 
in Russia (as well as Iran 
and elsewhere) have used 

| phony accounts to spread 
fake news and divisive 
messages 

But the latest reports 
| offer more proof that the 
Russians went beyond the 
social media giant, taking 
advantage of smaller ser 
vices like Pinterest, Reddit, 
music apps and even the 
mobile game Pokemon 
Go. Instagram, Facebook's 
photo-sharing app. was 
also found to have played a 
far bigger role than previ- 

| ously understood 
In many ways, the 

Russian operation works 
like a corporate branding 
campaign, except in this 

| case, the goal is not to sell 
running shoes but to sway 

| elections. On Facebook, 
agents might post links 
to fake news articles, or 
slogans pitting immigrants 

against veterans or liberals 
against conservatives 
One image showed a 

ragged, bearded man in a 

REPORTER TELEGRAM, WEI 

Russian fake posts and ads on social media 
Manthly average of Russian backed fake social media 

accounts targeting the U.S. public 

A 

U.S. Navy cap. It urged 
people to like and share 
“if you think our veterans 
must get benefits before 
refugees.” Another post had 
a photograph of the Rev 
Martin Luther King Jr. and 
the words “Enough dream- 
ing, wake your ass up.” 
On Instagram, the post 

with the most interactions 
was a photo showing a row 
of women's bare legs, rang- 
ing from pale white to dark 
brown, with the caption 
“All the tones are nude! 
Get over it!” The image 
had over a quarter-million 
likes. 
Many of the posts and 

memes were not incendiary 
and didn’t contain any- 
thing that could get them 
promptly banned from so- 
cial networks for violating 
their standards against hate 
speech or nudity, for ex- 
ample. Instead. they Jooked 
like the ordinary sorts of 
things regular people might 
share on Facebook. Twitter 
or Instagram 

What are the 
companies doing? 

Caught off guard by 
Russian meddling in the 
2016 US. elections, giants 
like Facebook. Google 
and Twitter have thrown 
millions of dollars, tens of 
thousands of people and 
what they say are their best 
technical efforts into fight- 
ing fake news, propaganda 
and hate 

They are using artificial 
intelligence to root out fake 
accounts or to identify bots 

that post divisive content 
For example, while a hu- 
man might post at random 
moments and needs sleep, 
a bot may give itself away 
by tweeting at all hours of 
the day. at fixed times, such 
as on the hour 

Of course, malicious ac- 
tors are learning to sidestep 
these countermeasures 
Bots are being designed 

By Abdullah al-Shihri 
and Aya Batrawy 

Associated Press 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia Saudi 

Arabia's expenditures will hit a 

natagram 
posts, 

to act more like humans 
and stop sending tweets 
out at fixed intervals’ Or 
users who are operating 
fake accounts change their 

identities rapidly and delete 
their tweets to cover their 
tracks 
Some companies have 

made progress. Facebook's 
efforts, for example, appear 

to have reduced trafficking 
in fake news on its platform 
since the 2016 election 

But some of these efforts 
go against these compa- 

nies’ business interests, at 
least in the short term. In 
July, for example. Face- 
book announced that heavy 
spending on security and 
content control, coupled 
with other business shifts, 
would hold down growth 
and profits. Investors 
reacted by knocking $119 
billion off the company's 
market value 

Smaller platforms have 
fewer resources to throw 

at the problem, and that 1s 
one reason the trolls have 
moved on to them 

Why aren't the 
companies 
doing more? 

Created to sign up as 
many users as possible and 
have them posting, hiking 
and commenting as often 
as possible, social net- 
works are, by design, easy 
to flood with information 
And bad information, if it’s 

catchy. can spread faster 

than a boring but true news 
story 
Companies like Face 

book and its competitors 
have also built their busi- 
ness on letting advertis 

ers target users based on 

their interests, where they 
hive and a multitude of 
other categones. Trolls 
sponsored by malicious 
governments can do the 
same thing, buying ads 
that automatically target 
people according to their 
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‘Social media battles misinformation 
moon, Apollo 8, marks 

political leanings, ethnicity 
or whether they live in a 
swing state, for example 
Some companies have 

taken countermeasures 
against that. But critics say 
that unless companies like 
Facebook change their ad 
supported business models, 
the exploitation 1s not go 
ing to stop 

Filippo Menczer, a 
professor of informatics 
and computer science at 
Indiana University, said the 
problem 1s a very difficult 
one to solve 

Facebook, for example. 
has focused a lot of its ef- 
forts on working with out- 
side fact-checkers to root 
out fake news and suppress 
the spread of information 
that has been deemed false 
But those items are only a 
part of the problem. Fact- 
checking doesn’t necessar- 
ily screen out memes and 
other more subtle means of 

shaping people's opinions 
“A lot of the stuffs 

not necessarily false, but 
misleading or opinion,” 
Menczer said 

When will this end? 

According to one of the 
Senate-released reports. 
2016 and 2017 saw “sig- 
nificant efforts” to disrupt 

elections around the world 
“We cannot wait for na- 

tional courts to address the 
technicalities of infractions 
after running an election or 
referendum,” the Oxford 
researchers warned. “Pro- 

tecting our democracies 

now means setting the rules 
of fair play before voting 
day, not after” 

There are also new 
threats, already seen in 
countries such as Myan 
mar and Sn Lanka, where 
messaging apps hike 
Facebook's WhatsApp 
have been instrumental in 
spreading misinformation 
and leading to violence 
With these apps. the mes 

sages are private, and even 
the platforms themselves 
can’t get access to them as 

they try to combat those 
trying to spread havoc, 

Menczer sad 
Menczer said the cost 

of getting into the misin 
formation game 1s low 
The entire campaign by 
Russia, he said, might 

have involved a few dozen 
employees and an advertis 
ing budget in the tens of 
thousands of dollars 

“Clearly, they will con- 
tinue.” he said “There is no 
reason why they wouldn't” 

‘Saudi spending to hit high as oil prices resume slide 

record-high in 2019, with plans to in 

| crease state spending by 7 percent to 
reach $295 billion, even as declining 
oil prices have forced the kingdom to 

| adopt austerity measures 
King Salman announced the fig- 

ures on Tuesday, saying the govern- 
| ment expects revenue tO Increase 

| by more than 9 percent to hit $260 
| bilhon. That leaves a projected deficit 
| of $35 billion 
| years 

less than previous 

Total revenue in 2018 reached 
$239 billion. with expenditures of 
$274.5 billion 

“This budget 1s a continuation of 
the government's policy of focusing 
on fundamental citizen services and 
the development of government ser- 
vices,” the king said at a government 
meeting that included ministers and 
his son, Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman 

Saudi Arabia has been ing 
with a deficit since oil pnces first 
plunged in 2014 It needs oil at 
around $70 a barrel to balance its 
budget, but the price of oil continued 
to tumble after hitting a 14-month 
low on Monday Benchmark U.S 
crude dropped to a little more than 
$49 per barrel Tuesday. Brent crude, 
used to price international oils, 
dipped to $58.70 per barrel 
As one of the world’s largest oil 

exporters, the Saudi government 
is working to diversify its revenue. 
Non-oil revenue has increased in 
recent years, but the state continues 
to rely heavily on oil for its domestic 
and international spending 
The Finance Ministry said oil rev- 

enues are expected to reach $176.5 
billion in 2019 about 68 percent 
of state revenue — compared to $162 
billion in 2018 

Capital Economics said this year's 
Saudi budget seems to be relying on 
optimistic ions for oil prices 
to rise to almost $80 per barrel. 
The annual Saudi budget is 

watched closely because it offers one 
of the clearest indicators of whether 

AP file photo 

Children play by snow March 9 at the “Snow City” in the Othaim Mall, in Riyadh, Saudi 

Arabia King Salman has extended monthly allowances for government 
military personnel. social 

employees. 
recipients and students into next year The pens.oners, security 

announcement, carried by the Saudi Press Agency on Tuesday comes on the same day 
the kingdom's 2019 budget is scheduled 10 be unveiled 

the kingdom is on track with its 
Vision 2030 plans - a blueprint put 
forth by the crown prince to wean 
the kingdom off its reliance on oil, 
particularly as sustainable sources 
of energy become cheaper and more 

popular 
The killing of Saudi writer Jamal 

Khashoggi. who'd written critically 
of the crown prince in The Wash- 
ington Post, has called into question 
Prince Mohammed's ability to attract 
foreign investors to help underwrite 
his plans. Khashogg: was killed and 
dismembered inside the Saudi con- 
sulate in Istanbul by agents close to 
the crown prince 
A report by US. intelligence firm 

Stratfor said that if growth only 
comes from heavy state spending, 
rather than private sector activity 
or higher levels of consumption, 
Saudi Arabia's plans to diversify the 
economy have little chance of suc- 
cess in the near term 

Saudi Arabia only succeeded in at- 
tracting $1.4 billion in 2017, a figure 
that Stratfor said trails a number of 
poorer countries in the Middle East. 
“Crown Prince Mohammed bin 

Salman's ever-shifting reputation is a 
direct driver of this uncertainty, and 
questions about the rule of law, secu- 

nity of investments and the stability 
of the government abound,” Stratfor 
sad 

Investors were also rattled last year 
when the crown prince oversaw the 

arrest of top princes, officials and 
businessmen in a wide-reaching anti- 
corruption campaign shrouded in 
secrecy. The sweep netted more than 

$106 billion in financial settlements 
Finance Minister Mohammed 

Al-Jadaan said Tuesday the state has 
collected $13.3 billion from those 
settlements 

This year's budget includes a 
yearlong extension of monthly allow- 
ances for civil servants, pensioners 
and soldiers aimed at buffering the 
impact of austerity measures. The 
royal decree extends a monthly pay- 
out of around $266 for civil servants 
and soldiers for another year. Re- 
tirees and students will also receive 
continued allowances 

Figures from 2018 reveal the al- 
lowances cost $13.5 billion. 
The extension of these bonuses 

comes at a sensitive time, when many 
Saudi citizens are feeling the pinch 
of austerity measures i 
in recent years to shore up state 
revenue. 
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Economy is a potential storm cloud Administration 
By Jonathan Lemire 
and Catherine Lucey 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON 
get Robert Mueller. 

The greatest threat to 
President Donald Trump's 
re-election bid may not be 
the slew of investigations 
closing in on his Oval Of- 
fice but a possible eco- 
nomic slowdown. And the 
president knows it 
The Dow Jones Indus- 

trial Average fell again 
Monday, the latest dip in 
the roller coaster markets 
amid the strain of Trump's 
trade war, rising interest 
rates and worries about a 
slowing global economy. 
Trump, who has tied his 

political fortunes to the 
stock market in an unprec- 
edented fashion, has ner- 
vously watched Wall Street, 
keeping an eye on the cable 
television ticker and bark- 
ing at his aides for updates. 
And while he continues to 
talk up America’s financial 
might, he has repeatedly 
and publicly rebuked the 

For- 

chairman of the Federal 
Reserve for interest rate 
increases he feels could 
slow the economy. 
Trump made his feelings 

clear again Tuesday, a day 
before the Fed is expected 
10 raise its key interest rate 
for the fourth time this 
year. 

“I hope the people 
over at the Fed will read 
today's Wall Street Journal 
Editorial before they 
make yet another mistake. 
Also, don’t let the market 
become any more illiquid 
than it already is. Stop with 
the 50 B's. Feel the market, 
don’t just go by meaning- 
less numbers. Good luck!™ 
He said Monday on Twit- 

ter that “It is incredible that 
with a very strong dollar 
and virtually no inflation, 
the outside world blowing 
up around us, Paris is burn- 
ing and China way down, 
the Fed is even considering 
yet another interest rate 
hike. Take the Victory!” 

Throughout Trump's 
term, the economy has 
been strong. And while the 

president credits his aggres- 
sive tax-cut package and 
deregulation efforts, the 
gains in fact began under 
President Barack Obama 
Optimism about the 

economy has cooled some- 
what this fall as Trump's 
trade fight with China 
rattled the markets 
Fond of citing job sta- 

tistics and market reports, 
Trump has appeared highly 
attuned to the shift. After 
unnerving much of the 
global financial system by 
imposing tariffs, Trump 
seemed eager to ease 
anxiety recently, striking a 
trade truce with China after 
a dinner meeting during 
an international summit in 
Argentina. And when that 
move only briefly buoyed 
confidence, Trump set off 
on an erratic bout of tweet- 
ing that rocked the markets 
even more 

First Trump declared 
himself a “Tanff Man,” 
promising to inflict as 
much economic pain as 
possible — a move that 
horrified investors. A day 

later he sought to minimize 
the anxieties, saying there 
were “very strong signals” 
that China was negotiating 
in good faith 
“Not to sound naive or 

anything, but | believe 
President Xi meant every 
word of what he said at our 
long and hopefully historic 
meeting,” Trump tweeted. 

Stocks fell again Monday 
as both the Dow and the 
S&P 500 are on pace for 
their worst December per- 
formance since 1931, when 
they were battered dur- 
ing the Great Depression 
As investors turned to an 
upcoming meeting of the 
Federal Reserve, its chair- 
man, Jerome Powell, has 
repeatedly been the target 
of Trump's wrath, as the 
Fed has been raising inter- 
est rates to make sure that 
the lowest unemployment 
in nearly five decades does 
not start pushing inflation 
higher. Arguing that the 
rate hikes hamper eco- 
nomic growth, Trump has 
openly questioned Powell's 
leadership 

Shutdown talk recedes after wall threat eases 
By Lisa Mascaro, 
Matthew Daly and 
Catherine Lucey 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Don- 
ald Trump and leaders in Congress 
appeared to be pulling back Tuesday 
from a government shutdown over 
his $5 billion request for border wall 
funds, with the first signs of move- 
ment toward a possible end to the 
standoff. 
The White House set the tone early 

when Press Secretary Sarah Hucka- 
bee Sanders indicated Trump — who 
just last week said he'd be “proud” to 
shut down the government — doesn’t 
want to after all. The president would 
consider other options and the ad- 
ministration was looking at ways to 
find the funding elsewhere, Sanders 
said 
“The president has asked every 

agency to look and see if they have 
money that can be used,” Sanders 
said 

It was a turnaround after days of 
impasse. Without a resolution, more 
than 800,000 government workers 
could be furloughed or sent to work 

without pay, disrupting government 
operations days before Christmas. 
One option that has been circu- 

lating on Capitol Hill would be to 
simply approve government funding 
at existing levels, without a boost for 
the border, as a stopgap measure to 
kick the issue into the new Congress 
next year. The White House prefer- 
ence was for such a short-term pack- 
age, said a person familiar with the 
negotiations. 

“We want to know what can pass,” 
Sanders said at a press briefing. 
“Once they make a decision and they 
put something on the table, we'll 
make a determination on whether 
we'll move forward.” 
The turn of events kick-started 

negotiations that had been almost 
nonexistent since last week's tele- 
vised meeting at the White House, 
when Trump neither accepted nor 
rejected the Democrats’ offer. They 
had keeping funding at cur- 
rent levels of $1.3 billion for border 
security fencing and other improve- 
ments, but not for the wall 
The Senate's top Republican and 

Democratic leaders began negotiat- 
ing new proposals and talks were 
expected to continue. One idea could 

be a stopgap measure into February. 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch Mc- 

Connell said he was confident there 
would not be a government shutdown 
Friday when funding for parts of the 
government expires 
McConnell said a stopgap measure 

could be approved, though he sug- 
gested Nancy Pelosi, who is poised 
to become House speaker when the 
Democrats take control Jan. 3, would 
not want to saddle the new year with 
a budget brawl. 
“If | were in her shoes, | would 

rather not be dealing with this year’s 
business next year,” McConnell said. 

Pelosi and Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer have made it clear 
they are not interested in funding 
Trump's border wall. 

During a meeting earlier Tuesday 
on Capitol Hill, McConnell had pro- 
posed $1.6 billion for border fencing, 
as outlined in a bipartisan Senate 
bill, plus an additional $1 billion 
that Trump could use on the border, 
according 10 a senior Democratic 
aide unauthorized to speak about the 
private meeting. 

Democratic leaders immediately 
the proposal. Schumer called 

McConnell to reject it. 

Judge delays Flynn sentencing, ‘not hiding disgust’ at crime 
By Eric Tucker 
and Chad Day 
Associated Press 

offense 

WASHINGTON — A 
federal judge Tuesday 
abruptly posi the 
sentencing of President 
Donald Trump's first 
national security adviser, 
Michael Flynn, declar- 
ing himself disgusted 
and disdainful of Flynn's 

said. 

“This is a, very serious 

official of the government 
making false statements 
to federal agents while on 
the physical premises of 
the White House,” Sullivan 

He later softened his 
tone, apologizing for 

a high-ranking military carcer that 

It all comes amid 

ed by federal 
in New York this month in 
hush-money 

fall after a three-decade 

included Flynn's tours in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and 
oversight of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency during 

escalating legal peril for 
Trump, who was implicat- 

law enforcement and took 
aim at the FBI's conduct 

Trump tweeted “good 
luck” to Flynn hours 
before the sentencing and 
said: “Will be interest- 
ing to see what he has to 
say, despite tremendous 
pressure being put on him, 
about Russian Collusion in 
our great and, obviously, 

in- highly successful political 

crime of lying to the FBI 
and raising the unexpected for” While in the White 

House when that other 
work had actually already 
ended. He also backped- 

volving his former lawyer 
10 cover up extramarital 
affairs. Nearly a half-dozen 
former aides and advis- 

campaign. There was no 
Collusion!” 

aled on an earlier ques- 

admitted lying to the FBI 
about his Russian contacts, 
requested the delay during 
the stunning hearing in 
which U.S. District Judge 
Emmet Sullivan told the 
former Trump aide in 
a blistering rebuke that 
“arguably you sold your 
country out. 
“I'm not hiding my 

disgust, my disdain for 
his criminal offense,” the 

Proverbs 2125-26 
The desire of the shuggand puts him to death, For 

his hands refuse to work; All day long he is craving, 
While the righteous gives and does not hold back. 

Call us today 10 create the of 

moves to ban 
bump stocks 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON The Trump administration 
Tuesday banned bump stocks, the firearm attachments 
that allow semi-automatic weapons to fire like machine 
guns and were used during the worst mass shooting in 
modern U.S. history 

The regulation gives gun owners until late March 
to turn in or destroy the devices. After that, it will be 
illegal to possess them under the same federal laws that 
prohibit machine guns 
Bump stocks became a focal point of the gun control 

debate after they were used in October 2017 when a 
man opened fire from his Las Vegas hotel suite into a 
crowd at a country music concert, killing 58 people and 
injuring hundreds more 
The regulation was signed Tuesday by Acting At- 

torney General Matthew Whitaker. It will take effect 90 
days after it is published in the Federal Register, which 
is expected to happen Friday. 
Bump stock owners will be required to either destroy 

them or surrender them to the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, a senior Justice De- 
partment official said. It is impossible to know just how 
many bump stocks Americans own because the devices 
aren't traceable, but ATF has estimated that between 
280,000 and about 520,000 have been sold since 2010 

Investigators expect most owners will comply with 
the new rule and ATF will take action against those 
who don’t, the official said. But there's no surefire way 
to know whether owners are complying. The official 
briefed reporters on condition of anonymity. 

White House Press Secretary Sarah Huckabee Sand- 
ers said President Donald Trump was “once again 
fulfilling a promise he made to the American people.” 
Trump had promised the ban in March, saying the de- 
vices “turn legal weapons into illegal machines.” 

Shortly afterward, the Justice Department started 
the process of amending firearms regulations to define 
bump stocks as machine guns. ATF received about 
186,000 comments on the proposal 
The amended regulations reverse a 2010 ATF deci- 

sion that found bump stocks did not amount to ma- 
chine guns and could not be regulated unless Congress 
changed existing firearms law or passed a new one. In 
the aftermath of the Las Vegas shooting, some members 
of Congress sought to ban bump stocks, but no legisla- 
tion was passed. At least 10 states have sought their 
own restrictions. 
The amended rule was met almost immediately with 

resistance from gun rights advocates, including Gun 
Owners of America, which said it would file a lawsuit 
against the Justice Department and ATF to protect gun 
owners from “unconstitutional regulations.” 
“These regulations implicate Second Amendment 

rights, and courts should be highly suspect when an 
agency changes its ‘interpretation’ of a statute in order 
to impair the exercise of enumerated constitutional 
rights,” the organization's executive director, Erich 
Pratt, said. 
The Justice Department official said the government 

will fight any legal challenge that may be brought 
The National Rifle Association called on the Justice 

Department to provide amnesty for gun owners who 
already have bump stocks. 
“We are disappointed that this final rule fails to ad- 

dress the thousands of law-abiding Americans who 
relied on prior ATF determinations when lawfully 
Securing these devices,” said spokeswoman Jennifer 

er. 
Police said the gunman in the Las massacre, 

Stephen Paddock fired for more han | minutes using 
multiple weapons outfitted with scopes and bump 
stocks. Paddock fatally shot himself after the shooting. 
There were 23 assault-style s, including 14 fit- 
ted with rapid-fire “bump stock” devices, strewn about 
his 32nd-floor hotel suite at the Mandalay Bay 
casino-hotel. 
The largest manufacturer of bump stocks, Slide Fire 

Solutions, announced in April that it would stop taking 
orders and shut down its website. The remaining stock 
of the devices is now being sold by another company, 
RW Arms, based in Fort Worth. 

“Serving West Texas Since 1981" 

685-3521 
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The Statue of Liberty was gifted to the US by the French on Christmas dey in 1885. 

More then 3 billion Christmas cards are sent in the U.S. alone, every year. 
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Trump should respect the dignity of his office 
r | “he office of the presidency 1s known 

for wearing down the mere mortals 
who hold it 

At the very least, it prematurely ages 
its occupants. Often, it humiliates them, 
forcing them to rehabilitate their reputa- 
tions later (George H.W. Bush and Jimmy 
Carter). In the worst case, it chews them 
up and spits them out (Lyndon Johnson 
and Richard Nixon) 

It 1s a journalistic trope that this is 
happening to Donald Trump before our 
eyes. The media constantly write stories 
about how the president is panicked and 
cornered, barely able to handle his duties, 
as the walls perpetually “close in 

But as far as any outside observer can 
tell, he's as ebullient and combative as 
ever, and has never blinked no matter 
how intense the pressure of any given 
controversy 

Far from getting crushed by the weight 
of the office. Trump doesn’t seem to feel 
it at all. Never has any president been as 
outwardly unfazed by the majesty of the 
presidency, or made less accommodation 

to its trappings and norms 
President Trump still acts hke he's Ce 

RicH 
LOWRY 

King Features Syndicate 

lebnty Trump fighting a vicious flame war 
with Rosie O'Donnell, except his targets 
now might be another head of state, or his 
own attorney general or losing members 
of his own party 

The idea that he's a representative of 
the nation apparently makes very little im- 
pression on him ‘He never stops to think 
that any given gibe might be unworthy of 
the office, or maybe that he, blessed with 
more power and showered with more at- 
tention than anyone on the planet, has an 
obligation to be elevating and restrained. 
even if no one else is 
One of the attractions of the presidency 

to him appears to be that he can continue 
to punch down — but do it from a higher 
altitude than ever before 

To draw on examples from just this 
past weekend, he inveighed against 
stupid skits mocking him on “Saturday 
Night Live,” questioning their legal 
ity. He called Michael Cohen “a rat, 
using terminology favored by the mob 
(although usually in private). And he 
commented on the pending prosecution 
of Maj. Matt Golsteyn 

Even after two years, he hasn't lost his 
capacity to surprise. Did the president of 
the United States really render the last 
name of the incoming chairman of the 
House Intelligence Committee, Adam 
Schiff, as an expletive? Did he call that 
TV anchor “low 1Q™? Did he insult the 
looks of the porn star he had an affair 
with? Did he call his former secretary of 
state dumb? 
Of course he dd 
In the competition between blurting out 

whatever happens to be bothering him and 
paying a little heed to acting presidential, 
it's never a contest 

This doesn’t mean that Trump should 
give up his enormously powerful mega 
phone on Twitter, or pretend to be some 
thing he’s not (even if he could). He just 

shouldn't go out of his way to affirmative 
ly advertise his ammosities and half-baked 
opinions. 
Much of this 1s ephemera, but collec- 

tively and over time it creates a lasting im 
pression. A major factor in the drubbing 

that Republicans suffered in the suburbs in 
November was a reaction against Trump's 
persona, as underlined by his own conduct 
and tweets. If he cares about keeping the 
presidency and he surely does he 
should care a little more about respecting 
the dignity of the office 

Fhe great advantage of the presidency 1s 

that it 1s naturally set up to invest people 
elected to 1t with a certain grandeur, 
via the White House, saluting Marines, 
Air Force One, “Hail to the Chief” and 
ceremonial events large and small. All it 
requires is showing up and, very often 
reading from a script. Rather than simply 
pocketing this benefit, Trump tends to 
undercut it 280 characters at a ime 

If he’s ever brought low, it’s less likely 
to be from the pressures of his responsibil 
ities than his cussed ability or unwilling 
ness to make a minimal effort to conform 
to his role 

GUEST VIEW 

Texas leaders need 
better plan for 

$12B rainy day fund 
nybody who remembers the 1980s and the end of the oil 

Abn in Texas understands why the state decided in 1989 
10 set up a constitutionally mandated rainy day fund. We 

needed to make sure we could keep the lights on should another 
crash come calling 
What no one expected then was the incredible return of the 

Texas energy industry that has seen “dry” oil and gas ficlds reborn 
and with them the soaring collection of severance taxes from oil 
and gas production. Those taxes have filled the rainy day fund to 
brimming with billions of dollars’ new revenue 

The fund's official name the Economic Stabilization Fund 
holds more than $12 billion, and that’s after billions have been 

carved off to go into the underfunded state highway fund 
Plenty of people, both in government and outside of it, have 

ideas for what Texas should do with the money it’s stockpiling 
Few of those ideas are as sound as the one presented by state 

Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
In the last legislative session, Hegar proposed a couple of ideas 

that just make plain financial sense and that the Legislature should 
take up this session 

First, the state can no longer justify keeping the entire rainy day 
fund eaming returns that barely cover inflation. Certificates of 
deposit at the local bank do better than the state of Texas does with 
its rainy day fund investment 
Hegar has called for setting aside a responsible amount of the 

fund — equal to about § percent of state expenditures in the 
ultra-safe sort of investments the entire fund currently sits in 
The remaining amount at present about $4.5 billion and grow 

ing — would go into an endowment Hegar calls the Texas Legacy 
Fund. That money would still be invested conservatively but with 
an aim of earning a return of 3 percent to 4 percent above inflation 
Those are hardly market-beating numbers, but when the investment 
is billions of dollars, the modest return can make a big difference 
in available funds to the state 

This 1sn’t a radical recommendation Through Hegar's office 
the state already manages 14 endowments that are invested with a 
goal of creating returns that do more than keep up with inflation 
That includes the money the state received from its settlement with 
tobacco companies. The returns on that money have helped support 
health care for the poor. 

If we created another endowment with rainy day funds, the state 
would still have plenty of money in the bank to cover the cost of 
government in the event of a drastic downturn in the economy or 
10 help support recovery after a major natural disaster such as Hur- 
nicane Harvey. 

But the state would also enjoy an endowment that returned 
enough money to make a real difference in keeping Texas on 
strong financial footing going forward 
Which brings us to the second part of Hegar's proposal. He is 

recommending the Legislature dedicate returns from the endow - 
ment to address long-term drains on the balance sheet specifi- 
cally, the state's pension obligations 

All of us in Dallas know how fast a pension system can spoil an 
entire economy. Dallas was on the brink of disaster before the Leg- 
islature passed a fix that helped the Dallas Police and Fire Pension 
System restructure its obligations to retirees 
We can't afford that sort of trouble on a statewide basis. So while 

it is tempting 10 look at the rainy day fund as a way to shore up any 
number of needs, including education and Child Protective Services, 
it’s wiser 10 ensure the state can pay what it has promised through 
the pension systems. That makes it easier to budget for other needs. 
The Legislature has a lot on its plate in the coming session. But 

seriously addressing how we invest the rainy day fund is something 
lawmakers need to do in good times. If times get bad, we will wish 
they had 

— Dallas Morning News 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency 
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Abuse of travel ban keeps mother 
from her dying 2-year-old son 
he Trump administration 1s making a fool of 

| Chief Justice John Roberts 
Administration lawyers told the Supreme 

Court that Trump's travel ban was not a “Muslim 
ban" in large part because it grants waivers to 
those in hardship who don’t pose a national-secu 
nity threat — and Roberts fell for it. In his major 
ity opinion upholding the ban, he cited the waiver 
program, which helped give the ban “sufficient 
national secunty justification” and was similar to 
“humanitanan exceptions” used during the Carter 
administration 

Mr. Chief Justice, tell that to the family of little 
Abdullah Hassan. Two-year-old Abdullah lies 
dying in an Oakland. California, hospital from a 
rare brain discase. He and his father are both U.S 
citizens. But under the travel ban, his Yemeni 
mother has been blocked from coming to see her 
son, her requests for a waiver so far ignored 
and it appears the child, now on life support, may 
dic before she has a chance to say goodbye 
“My son, Abdullah, needs his mother,” the boy's 

father, Ali, said at a news conference Monday, 
joined by interfaith religious leaders at the Council 
on American-Islamic Relations office in Sacra- * 
mento. “My wife is calling me every day wanting 
to kiss and hold her son for the last time.” Weep- 
ing, Ali Hassan continued: “Time is running out 
Please help us get my family together again” 

This is what President Trump is doing in the 
name of the American people 

Last week, a 7-year-old girl from Guate- 
mala died of dehydration and shock while in the 
custody of the U.S. Border Patrol. Last month, 
migrant children were hit with tear gas fired by 
border agents. And this year, hundreds of migrant 
children were separated from their parents and 
warchoused in makeshift barracks. 
The abuse of the travel ban adds a whole new 

chapter to the Trump administration's inhumanity 
toward children. And this time, the administration 
has essentially lied to the Supreme Court about 
what it is doing. 
“We have always said this travel ban is a betray- 

al of America’s most fundamental values,” Neal 
Katyal, who opposed the ban at the high court, 

me Monday. “The administration claimed its 
waiver process was real, and stories like this show 
that it was a sham, is a sham and will continue to 
be a sham. The Democratic House should investi- 
gate the facts come January” 

Earlier this year, statistics released by the 
administration showed waivers had been 
to only of appli 
— 579 0f 27,129. An 
U.S. consular official obtained by Slate indicates 

MILBANK 
Washington Post Writers Group 

waivers “at all possible cost.” 
A federal judge in San Francisco last week 

rebuffed the Trump administration's request that 
he dismiss a lawsuit claiming that the administra- 
tion is denying nearly all visa applications from 
countries under the travel ban, as immigration 
advocates have alleged. The judge, James Donato, 
said the case was “not going away at this stage.” 
A State Department official on Monday sad 

she could not by law discuss an individual visa 
case. She said the department had cleared 2, 484 
applicants for waivers as of Saturday, but declined 
to say how many people had applied. Without this 
information, it cannot be determined how many 
have been rejected or ignored 

This matters, because, as Justice Stephen 
G. Breyer wrote in the travel ban case: “If the 
Government is not applying the Proclamation’s 
exemption and waiver system, the claim that the 
Proclamation is a ‘Muslim ban,’ rather than a 
‘security-based’ ban, becomes much 
How could the Government successfully ¢ 
that the Proclamation rests on security needs if it is 
excluding Muslims who satisfy the Proclamation’s 

Ali Hassan, whose family came to the United 
in the San Francisco 
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§ things to watch for 
from Federal Reserve 
By Martin Crutsinger 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The 
Federal Reserve is poised 
Wednesday to raise its key 
interest rate for the fourth 
time this year. But beyond 
that, the Fed's plans are 
shrouded in uncertainty. 
What analysts do expect 

from the Fed is the message 
that it plans to become more 
flexible in its rate decisions 
starting next year. It will, in 
other words, tailor its rate 
policy more to the latest 
economic barometers and 
less to any preset course of 
steadily tightening credit 

Behind the Fed's shifting 
policy is a global slowdown, 
a U.S China trade war and 
a dizzying drop in stock 
prices that have combined 
to magnify the risks to the 
economy. On top of that, 
Chairman Jerome Powell 
has suggested that the Fed's 
gradual rate increases over 
the past three years have 
already raised its bench- 
mark rate nearly to the point 
where too many further 
increases could weaken the 
economy. 

Accordingly, beginning 
in 2019 the Fed might slow 
or suspend its rate hikes 
while gauging the state of 
the economy in light of the 
threats it faces. 
Any clarity the central 

bank provides Wednesday 
could come in a policy state- 
ment, in updated economic 
and interest-rate forecasts or 
in a news conference Powell 
will hold 

Here are five things to 
watch for after the Fed 
meeting ends 

Fewer future hikes? 

In September, the Fed 
projected that it would raise 
its key short-term three 
rate times in 2019. That 
prediction was based on the 
median estimate of the Fed's 
board members and regional 
bank presidents who serve 
on its rate-setting commit- 
tee. On Wednesday, the Fed 
is widely expected to scale 
back its forecast to just two 
rate increases for next year. 
One way it would do so 

would be in its so-called 
“dot plot.” The dot plot, up- 
ated quarterly, displays the 

anonymous projections of 
dividual Fed officials for 
the path of their benchmark 
rate as well as for inflation 
and economic growth. 

The Fed could also alter 
the language in the policy 
statement it will release. Its 
most recent such state- 
ments have said the Fed 
expects “further gradual 
increases” in its benchmark 
rate. This wording could 
be dropped or revised to 
something vaguer, perhaps 
that it expects “some further 
increases” This would sug- 
gest that the Fed might raise 
rates less frequently 

Powell himself could 
provide clarity in his news 
conference if he indicates 
where he thinks the “neutral 
rate” is. That is the level at 
which the Fed's key rate 1s 
thought to neither stimulate 
the economy nor hinder 
it. In a speech last month, 
Powell spoke of the current 
range of the Fed's bench- 
mark rate — 2 percent to 
2.25 percent — as “just 
below” neutral. He didn't 
elaborate 

Ecomomic outlook 

Each quarter, the Fed also 
updates its outlook for eco- 
nomic growth based on the 
forecasts of its rate-setting 
committee. In its most re- 
cent outlook in $ A 
the Fed predicted that the 
economy would expand a 
robust 3.1 percent this year 
before slowing to still-solid 
2.5 percent in 2019 

enduring a painful stretch, 
with steep losses Monday 
sending U.S. stocks to their 
lowest levels in more than 
a year. Among the factors 
depressing the market are 
the Fed's rates hikes. Given 
the persistent losses on Wall 
Street, investors will be 
watching to see if Powell 
drops any hint that the Fed 
considers the market's 
plunge a factor in its rate 
decisions 
Some analysts have 

speculated that the Fed has 
been raising rates partly 
was out of concern that 
extremely low rates over an 
extended period had helped 
swell asset bubbles in such 
areas as stock prices. Now, 
with stock prices far off 
their highs from earlier this 
year, the Fed may see no 
need to raise rates further 
as a way to prick a possible 
bubble 

Trade conflicts 

Trump's combative trade 
moves against China and 
other countries have esca- 
lated fears that the higher 
tariffs the United States has 
imposed and retaliatory 
tariffs from U.S. trading 
partners will depress growth 
in the United States and 
other major economies 

So far, Powell has taken 
care 10 express concern 
about rising tanffs while 
noting that they might 
ultimately prove beneficial 
if they force China and other 
nations to lower their trade 
barriers and thereby pro- 
mote freer trade. That said. 
if the higher tanffs become 
entrenched and don't result 
in a lowering of barriers, 
Powell has said global 
growth would be harmed 

Trump effect 

Powell, who was Trump's 
choice to lead the Fed, has 
endure increasing public 
attacks from the president 
Trump is unhappy with the 
Fed's continual rate hikes 
Trump fired off two such 

tweets this week in the 
run-up to the Fed meeting 
On Monday, he called it 
“incredible” that the Fed 
would consider raising rates 
this week with “the outside 
world blowing up around 
us.” On Tuesday, he urged 
the Fed to consider a Wall 
Street Journal editorial 
that argued for a “prudent 
pause” in rate hikes 

It is highly unusual for 
a president to be publicly 
vocal in any criticism of 
the Fed, though many 
presidents have complained 
privately about higher inter- 
est rates. Powell has so far 
insisted that Trump's criti- 
cism is having no impact 
on the Fed's decisions. But 
mvestors will be listening to 
see if Powell edges closer to 
Trump's view by saying the 
market's recent declines and 
the global slowdown argue 
for at least a pause in further 
hikes. 

| previous two days 
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By Josh Boak 
Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — Fears 
| of a recession have been 
| mounting with the U.S 
stock market appearing 
to be headed for its worst 

| December since 1931 
during the Great 
Depression 
Wall Street's sustained 

| slump has been fueled by 
| mnvestor concerns about 
lower corporate profits, 
higher corporate debt, 
a festering trade war 
between the United States 

| and China and a broader 
global slowdown 
So isa US. recession 

imminent? 
Not necessarily 
Plenty of economic 

gauges suggest that far 
from being derailed by a 

| stock market that’s set to 
| suffer its first annual loss 

in a decade, the $20 trillion 
U.S. economy is barrel- 

| ing forward. Employers 
are hiring, consumers are 

| spending ahead of the holi- 
| days and economic growth 
has been brisk, thanks in 
part to President Donald 

| Trump's deficit-financed 
tax cuts 

But the economy has 
been growing since mid- 
2009 and nothing — not 
even what's become the 
second-longest U.S. expan- 
sion on record - lasts 
forever. As the expansion 
has aged, economists 
and business leaders are 
increasingly predicting that 
it will end within the next 
two years 
The fact is that reces- 

| sions are a regular part 
| of the economic cycle. A 
downturn won't neces- 
sarily happen in 2019 
But the free-fall in stock 
prices could hasten the day 
Tuesday's slight gain 

| the Dow Jones Industrial 
| Average rose 82 points, or 
0.4 percent, after having 
lost over 1,000 over the 

was 

barely a respite 
“While we aren't explic- 

| itly forecasting a recession 
| next year, we wouldn't rule 
| out a mild one,” said John 
| Higgins, chief markets 
economist of Capital 
Economics. “At the least, 
we expect a significant 
economic slowdown.” 

Nearly half the chief 
financial officers surveyed 
by Duke University’s 
Fuqua School of Business 
foresee a recession by the 
end of next year. And by 
the end of 2020, 82 percent 
do so 

Here's a look at how the 
movements of the stock 
market and the barometers 
of the economy might 
determine the risks of a 
recession 

Does a sustained fall 
in stock -D 
[] 

Sometimes. Not always 
Both the previous two 

U.S. recessions overlapped 
with stock market sell-offs 
The Dow plunged nearly 

32 percent in 2008 after 
the housing bubble burst 
And it shed more than 5 
percent in 2001 when the 
tech stock bubble burst 
But stocks also declined in 
2002 — a year when the 
U.S. economy expanded 

The fact is that the stock 
market captures just a piece 
of the broader U.S. econo- 
my. Less than half of U.S 
households even own any 
stock, according to New 
York University economist 
Edward Wolff. And more 
than 80 percent of the stock 
market's value is controlled 
by the richest 10 percent of 
households, according to 
his calculations 

The bulk of most Amen- 
cans’ net worth is derived 
from a different asset 
Their homes 

How bad is the stock 
market decline? 

It’s painful. But Wall 
Street has endured far 
worse sell-offs 

Year-to-date, the Dow 
has lost about 5 percent 

Just a small fraction of 
its 2008 plunge. And the 
recent losses follow an ex- 
traordinary winning streak 
From its bottom in March 
2009, the Dow has rocket- 
ed 250 percent. This means 
that investors who have 
held on have eared a rich 
profit — even including the 
losses since October 

That said, the sell-off of 
the past two months has 
been severe about 12 
percent. This means the 
market has entered “correc- 
tion” territory, commonly 
defined as a decline of at 
least 10 percent 

What's behind the 
economy's strength? 

Look to the job market 
The 3.7 percent unem- 
ployment rate is near a 
half-century low. Average 
hourly wages have climbed 
3.1 percent in the past 12 
months, the strongest such 
increase since 2009 
The solid employ- 

ment picture has helped 
fuel consumer spending 
Retail sales have grown 5.3 
percent so far this year as 
more Americans have caten 
out and shopped online, 
according to the Census 
Bureau 
The jobs market is also 

where to watch for signs 
of a recession. Ahead of 
the 2008 financial crisis, 
the monthly hiring levels 
swung from gains to losses 
and unemployment shot 
up. The Labor Department 
issues a weekly report 
on people applying for 
unemployment benefits. A 
sustained increase in such 
applications would signal 
that employers are shed- 
ding workers in anticipa- 
tion of a downturn 

This is tncky. By some 
measures, like the Census 

as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ at 

St. Ann’s Catholic Church 
1906 W. Texas Avenue 

432-682-6303 

Sacrament of Penance 

Tuesday, December 18, 2018 
Advent Reconciliation Service at St. Ann's, 7:00 PM. 

Monday, December 24, 2018 

5:00 P.M. Children’s Christmas Mass 
with Children/Youth Choirs 
(Doors open at 4:00 P.M.) 

, 

at 10:30 PM. 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Preceded by Carols at 7:30 PM. 

December 25, 2018 

for Christmas Day 

= 10:00AM. 
| Prelude beginning at 9:30 AM. 

Bureau's report on home 
construction, the housing 
market never really recov- 
ered from the meltdown of 
a decade ago. As a result, 
housing has contributed 
relatively little to the eco 
nomic recovery, which 
makes it less likely to be a 
major force that tips it into 
a recession 
What has generally re 

covered are average home 
prices. Home sales prices 
have been steadily rising 
faster than Americans’ 
average wages for the past 
few years, according to the 
National Association of 
Realtors. This made some 
homeowners wealthier. 
But it also reduced afford- 
ability of homes for many 
would-be buyers 

Until this past year, 
homebuyers had been 
helped by historically low 
mortgage rates. But mort- 
gage rates began to creep 
up last year as it became 
clear that Trump's tax cuts 
would swell the federal 
budget deficit. Mortgage 
rates generally move in 
sync with 10-year Trea 
sury notes. As the average 
30-year mortgage rate has 
risen 4.63 percent from 
3.93 percent a year ago, 
sales of homes have fallen 

Are the Fed's 
rate hikes a risk 
for recession? 

The Federal Reserve 
has become a punching 
bag for Trump as the 
stock market has tumbled 
The Fed 1s widely expect 
ed to raise its key short 
term rate for the fourth 
time this year on Wednes 
day, which would hkely 
further raise borrowing 
costs for consumers and 
businesses over time 

The Fed 1s raising rates 
to try to keep inflation 
at its 2 percent annual 
target while maximizing 
employment. But if it 
miscalculates and raises 
rates too high or too fast, 
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‘Stock market woes bring recession fears 
history suggests it could 
trigger a recession 
Compounding the risk 

is that the Fed is also 
paring the huge bond 
purchases on its books. 
which resulted from the 
trillions in Treasury and 
mortgage bonds it bought 
to help the financial sys- 
tem recover from the 2008 
financial crisis. Doing 
so magnifies the upward 
pressure on borrowing 
rates for consumers and 
businesses 

Could resolving a 
trade war with China 
stop a recession? 

Trump caused stocks to 

buckle when he ratch- 
eted up taxes on Chinese 
imports in hopes of 

forcing Beijing to strike 
a deal that would protect 
U.S. technology from 
theft and reduce the trade 
deficit with China. Stocks 
recovered somewhat when 
further tanff increases 
were suspended after 
Trump met with President 

Xi Jinping earlier this 
month at an international 

gathering in Argentina 

A prolonged trade war 
could surely depress 
growth. But it’s unclear 
whether any new deal 
would speed growth to the 
point where a recession 
could be avoided 

The fact is that eco 
nomic growth around the 
world 1s slowing, includ- 
ing in the United States 
as the benefits from the 
tax cuts wane. Britain is 
struggling to leave the 
European Union. France 
faces economic unrest 
Italy appears to be in 
recession. China is trying 

to engineer slower growth 
after a multi-decade boom 
that would be destabiliz- 
ing if it had maintained its 
once-sizzling pace 
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Texas ranks 37th in health assessment 
State has largest number, highest percentage of uninsured residents under 65 

By Sharon Jayson 
Kaiser Health News 

AUSTIN — The booming $1.8 tnllion 
Texas economy rivals that of many coun- 
tries and puts the state at the top of a host 
of rankings for its fast-growing cities, low 

unemployment and job growth 
But the familiar Texas braggadocio disap- 

pears when it comes to health care 
Texas has both the largest number (4.7 

million) and highest percentage (19 percent) 

Those who volunteered at Saturday's teen heart 

of uninsured residents under age 65 in the 

country, according to a new Urban Institute 
analysis. Two-thirds of the uninsured are in 
families with at least one full- or part-time 
worker. The state ranks 37th in the “2018 
America’s Health Rankings,” an annual 

state-by-state assessment of the nation’s 
health. Thirty-three percent of adult Texans 
are obese. The state's maternal mortality rate 
is 34.2 per 100,000 live births, a rate that has 

increased 9 percent since 2016 and is one of 
the worst in the country. It ranks 45th in the 

number of pnmary care doctors per capita 
The state's “Don’t Mess With Texas™ 

mantra drives much of its politics and 
policies, as limited government, low taxes 
and individual rights have prevailed at the 
statehouse for almost a quarter-century 

That freewheeling formula has worked 
gangbusters for the economy, including the 
business of medicine, giving nse to some of 

the nation’s wealthiest hospital systems, as 
well as hundreds of freestanding emergency 
rooms and surgery centers. 
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Screenings can reveal teen cardiac abnormalities 
B® Nonprofit to offer free screen- 
ings next month at MMH 

By Michelle Garcia 
Championship Hearts Foundation 

More than 300 teenagers, parents, 
community volunteers, medical techni- 
cians and local cardiologists participated 
in the free teen heart screening Saturday at 
Midland Memorial Hospital. The screen- 
ings were offered through a partnership 
between MMH and Championship Hearts 
Foundation, an Austin-based nonprofit 

agency. The mission of Championship 
Hearts — which will offer the screen- 
ings again next month — is 10 reduce the 
incidence of sudden cardiac death in Texas 
teens. 

Cardiac disease is the No. | cause of 
death in the U.S. yet the adolescent popu- 
lation is not one that is usually screened 
for heart abnormalities 
The leading cause of sudden cardiac 

death in active youth is hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy (HCM), a serious heart 
condition that affects | in 500 of the gen- 
eral population. HCM doesn't have any 
symptoms, and sudden cardiac arrest is 

usually the first sign of any trouble. During 
the last 19 years, Championship Hearts 
has screened more than 25,000 Texas 
youth and has determined on average, | in 
250 has a condition known to cause sud- 
den cardiac death 

The free heart screening offered by 
Championship Hearts Foundation includes 
a 12-lead electrocardiogram (ECG) and a 
limited echocardiogram (ECHO), two tests 
not usually part of standard pre-participa- 
tion medical examinations for adolescents. 
The estimated cost of these tests is $700, 

Please sce REVEAL/3B 

Plan ahead, stick to budget to avoid holiday stress 
he holidays can be a stressful 
time of year, both financially and 
emotionally. 

Symptoms include feeling depressed, 
hopeless, worthless or guilty: losing 
interest in activities you once enjoyed; 
having low energy, sleep problems, 
difficulty concentrating or frequent 
thoughts of death or suicide; experienc- 
ing changes in appetite or weight 
To cope with holiday-related stress 
B Acknowledge your feelings 
Whatever you are feeling this time of 

year is OK. Validate your feelings and 
allow yourself to cry if you are think- 
ing of a lost loved one. The holidays 

CLAUDIA 
Lopez 

can be an especially challenging time if 
we have lost someone or if we are away 
from family and friends 

® Reach out 
If you are feeling alone or sad, reach 

Heart 

members, etc. Or try volunteering: being 
around other people can help you cope 

W Be realistic 
In the world of cognitive behavioral 

therapy there are ways of thinking called 

tion a thinking habit or pattern that we 
have learned to do over time that can 
be damaging to our inner dialogue. One 
type of cognitive distortion is called the 
“fairy tale fantasy.” This is when we 
imagine what the future will look like, 
and if we do not meet that standard, then 
it is just not good enough and we put 

Please see LOPEZ/3B 

Matters 
FREE Teen Heart Screening Jan. 12, 2019 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at Midland Memorial Hospital 

Sign up online at: www.ChampHearts.org 

Or call: 888-884-6945 or 512-900-3243 

But 1t has, ironically, also left citizens 

struggling to get care and pay bills in health 

care’s wild west. It has allowed and sup 
ported entreprencunal health care practices 

that are illegal in many states, including 
free-standing emergency rooms. doctor 

owned hospitals and balance billing. Texas 

has more uninsured residents than any other 
state, in part because its largely Republi 

can state politicians elected not to expand 

Please see RANKS2B 
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TOMLINSON 
Houston Chronicle 

Patients 
should boycott 
free-standing 
emergency 
rooms 
an industry relies on half- 

truths and obfuscation to lure 
customers, there is something 

seriously wrong with the business plan 
By that measure, free-standing emer- 

gency rooms require greater scrutiny. No 
one with the proper information would 
go near one of these supremely expensive 
walk-in clinics if they knew what it might 
cost them. 
The core of the problem boils down to 
definitions and disclosures. And if you 
think you know what it means for an ER to 

wrong 

census data tells physician-entrepreneurs 
that most residents have private msurance 
or Medicare. Operators also like to locate 
where people have a lot of money and little 
patience for waiting, 
These for-profit ERs, which have no 
affiliations with hospitals, take advantage 
of the typical consumer's ignorance of the 
difference between an urgent care clinic, a 
free-standing ER and a hospital ER 

An urgent care center can and should 
handle most consumers’ immediate needs 
and charge only a little more than a doc- 
tor’s office. A hospital ER is focused on 
life-threatening conditions and would prefer 
that you go to an urgent care clinic if pos- 
sible 

Free-standing ERs don't really want 
trauma cases; they want urgent care cases. 
Their parlor trick is equipping the clinic 
like an emergency room, which by law 
allows them to charge 20 times more than 
an urgent care for precisely the same treat- 
ment. 
For example, an average who 

cuts his or her hand while his or her 
Sunday morning bagz| probably has never 
thought about care versus an ER. 
He or she is only thinking about the blood 
flowing out and wants to go to the nearest 
location with the shortest wait time 

A cut stitches is the perfect 

gency room visits are not 
according to the New Health Insti 
tute. But if it’s your staining one of 
the good kitchen towels, you probably think 
it's an emergency, not merely urgent. 
Then the obfuscation truly begins. 

how they “accept all forms of insurance” 

companies pay all ER bills. The ERs even 

Please see TOMLINSON/3B 
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Ranks 
From 1B 

Medicaid 
“We're not having honest 

discussions about medical 
needs,” said Sen. Kirk Wat- 
son, a Democrat, a cancer 
survivor and former Austin 
mayor. Instead, the discus- 
sions focus on health care 
costs, he said 
McKinney resident Ken 

Blankenship, 48, in August 
was suffering from intense 
headaches, muscle pain and 
weakness 

“I was hanging outside 
all day. It was hot,” he 
said, adding that he played 
basketball and threw around 
a baseball in the park. His 
wife forced him to go to an 
urgent care clinic, which di- 
agnosed him as dehydrated, 
then referred him to a free- 
standing emergency room to 
rule out a stroke. Though the" 
facility was in his insurance 
plan, his copayment was 
more than $2,300 for fluids 
and a CAT scan 

“I was shocked. The first 
thing | thought was, ‘That's 
crazy. It must be a mistake,™ 
Blankenship said 
He got the bill reduced by 

more than $600 after calling 
the ER 

“All | know 1s, they have 
me wanting to be thankful 
for paying $1,600.” he said 

In many cases, there has 
been “somewhat more of 
a free rein,” with corporate 
entities now involved in the 
practice of medicine, said 
economist David Warmer, 
professor emeritus of health 
and social policy at the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs at 
the University of Texas. 

In 2009, Texas was the 
first state to allow ERs 
that were independent of 
hospitals, prompting a rush 
of highly profitable ERs. At 
last count, 214 free-standing 
ERs have popped up across 
the state, in addition to hun- 
dreds of urgent care clinics 
and surgery centers. 

“Basically, they can 
charge what they like,” 
Wamer said. “They can have 
a charge scheme that has no 
relation to cost (of care)” 
He said the free-standing 

ERs often mislead patients, 
telling them that their insur- 
ance will pay for everything 
and then going after the indi 
viduals for unpaid balances 
For the most part, the Texas 
Medical Association the 
country’s largest state medi- 
cal group - has championed 
doctors’ business interests 
and also lobbied against 
gIVing nurse practitioners 
more leeway to practice 
independently, as they do m 
neighboring states 
When the Texas Legsla- 

ture convenes next month, 
the TMA will focus on 
“broken issues” including 
free-standing ERs, Medicaid 
and overall access to care, 
said Dr. Douglas Curran, 
TMA’s president and a fam- 
ily physician in East Texas 

Without policy changes, 
Texas’ working poor and 
unmsured will continue to 
find it almost impossible to 
access quality care 

The states failure to 
expand Medicaid — even 
in the midst of a robust 
economy — keeps millions 
of people in the Lone Star 
State Irving without insur- 
ance, straining the medical 
system, driving up costs and 
compromising public health 
“We can be a state that's 

wildly economically suc- 
cessful and still have more 
than one-quarter of our 
working-age adults unin- 
sured.” said Anne Dunkel- 
berg. associate director of 
the Center for Public Policy 
Priorities, a nonpartisan, 
nonprofit policy mstitute in 
Austin 

Obituaries 

James “Jim” Mermman, 
beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, and great- 
grandfather passed away 
Sunday. December 16, 201% 
surrounded by his loving 
family 
James was bom June 25, 

1922 in Sweetwater. Texas to 
Theodore Parr Mernman and 
Jo Ruth Lasater. They later 
moved to Lubbock, Texas 
where he graduated from 
Lubbock High School mn 
1940. He played left guard on 
the Lubbock Westerners 
football team. which won the 
State Championship in 1939 
After two years of college at 
Texas Tech, James joined the 
Naval Arr Training Program, 
finishing flight school at Cor- 
pus Chnisti, Texas. He jomed 
the Manne Corps and was as- 
signed to Squadron VMB- 
413 where he flew PBJ's 
(B-25). He spent most of 
1944 in the Solomon Islands 
in the South Pacific where he 
flew 31 missions. Fifty years 
later, he received the Distin- 
guished Flying Cross for his 
service tf our country In 

World War II 
He was an authentic Amer- 

ican hero, saving the hfe of a | 
fellow crew member after. 
setting the plane down in the 
occan. He swam into the 
plane to free his crew mate 
who was trapped in his para- 
chute. Jim never spoke of his 
deeds. but was remembered 
and honored by the men 
whose lives he saved 

Jim mamed Bettye Louise | 
then com- | Colbert in 1945 

pleted college with a BA. m 
Civil Engineenng at the Um 
versity of Texas in 1949. He 
began his 36 year career with 
Humble Onl Co 
Mobil. which took the family 
to Midland, New Orleans 
Houston, Los Angeles. 
Alaska, Malaysia and Japan 

The design and construc 
ton of the Trans-Alaska 
Pipeline was his favorite and 
most challenging project 

Jim and Bettye raised 3 
children, and enjoyed tenmis. 
golf. and RV travel until her 
death in 1991 An adventurer 
at heart, Jim then sailed the 
South Pacific for 
months with his son and 
daughter-in-law 

In 1993, he met Billie F 
Bullock Taulman. and they 
mamed on January 1, 1994 
They enjoyed RV travel and 
spent time on the road sight- 
seeing. often with friends 

They played bndge and 
golf. and were active in the 
ExxonMobil retirees group 
for many years. Jim and 
Billie are long-time members 
of the Keystone Sunday 
School class at St. Luke's 
United Methodist Church In 
vanous locations, he served 
on church buildmg commit 
tees and contnbuted in many 
ways, including singing in 
the choir 

James 1s survived by his 

now Exxon | 

several | 
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wife Billie, and his three chil- 
dren, James C. Mermman and 
wife, Anita Parsons 
Merriman of Santa Barbara, 
CA; Robert P. Mermman and 
partner Sabino Nava, Jr. of 
Westminster, CO; Cynthia 
Nussey and husband Dr 
Gary A. Nussey of San An- 
gelo, TX: stepson. LTC Ottie 

| C. Taulman and wife Lisa 
Taulman of Lakehills, TX, 
cight grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren 

The family will receive 
guests from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. Wednesday, December 

Welch Funeral Home. A me- 
monal service celebrating his 
life will be held at 11:00 
am, Thursday, December 

Methodist Church 
Arrangements arc 

the direction of Nalley-Pickle 
& Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Midland. On: 
line condolences may be 
made at www.mpwelch.com 

Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Funeral Home 
& Crematory 
(432) 550-5800 

Leland Lloyd MacDonald 
K7. of Midland. Texas passed 
away on Fnday 
14, 2018 in Midland. Texas 

The memonal service will 
be held on Fnday. December 
21. 201% at the First Baptist 
Church Chapel of Midland. 
Texas 

| Lloyd was bom on July 19 
| 1931 in Marfa. Texas to John 
MacDonald and Myrtle 
Bamctt MacDonald In 1948 
he graduated from Marfa 
High School While in 
school. he won awards for 
storytelling, reciting poetry 
and participated in chor, 
band. football, basketball and 
track. He graduated from 
Baylor University where he 
received BBA and LLB de- | 
grees. He served two years 
m the US. Air Force from 
1952-1954 as a reserve offi- 
cer. He mamed Juanmice Koen | 
on November 22. 195% 

In 1957 
land to work for Shell Onl 
Company as a title analyst 

Followmng a few years in | 
practice, he | private law 

joined the law firm of Kerr, 
| Fitz-Gerald & Kerr Later he | 
| became a partner in the 

Turpin, Smith, Dyer, Saxe & 
| MacDonald Law Firm 

a past president of the Mid 
land Bar Association and in 

| 2013 he was chosen to be the 
| first recipient of the John 
Hyde Memonal Award 

His community service mn- 
cluded serving as a Scout 
Master for the Boy Scouts. a 
member of the Westside 
Rotary Club and active in the 
Midland Jaycees He was a 
member of the Midland Scot- | 

| nish Rite Association He 
| served two terms as chairman | 
| of the Salvation Army Board 
and was active in the First | 

| Baptist Church 

19, 2018 at Nalley-Pickle & | 

20. 2018 at St. Luke's United | 
| MacDonald, 

under | 

| field Rd, 

December | 

he came to Mid- | 

Hes | 

| m Corpus Chnsti, 

LLN 

Lloyd was very proud of | joyed moments of mechanic 

his Scottish heritage and to 
celebrate their 50th wedding 
anniversary, he and Juanice 

toured Scotland. where they 
saw Invergarry Castle, the 
seat of the chiefs of the Clan 
MacDonald of Glengarry 

Throughout his life, when 
he was not in the courtroom, 
he cultivated his love of poct- | 
ry and pursued his interest in 
the history of Texas 
his book, Tejanos in the 1835 

Texas Revolution, was pub- 
lished with ongmnal illustra- 
tions that he crafted in leath- | 
er 
He 1s survived by his wife, 

Juanice; daughter, 
(Chns Trobridge). daughter- 
in-law, Knsty MacDonald, 
granddaughters, Juhanne 

MacDonald, 
Trobndge 
granddaughter 
Barksdale, 
Cartwright 
Joanne Bemdt, 
Knowles 
He 1s preceded in death by 

his parents: sister, Dons 
Dodd; brother, John 
MacDonald. son, 
MacDonald, and step- 
granddaughter Krystean Hall 
Our family would like to 
thank the medical team at 

and 

nephew, 
and nieces, 

and Brenda 

Midland Mcmonal Hospital | 
for their excellent care and 
support. In heu of flowers 
memonals may be made to 

The Salvation Army of 
Midland. 200 S. Baird. Mid 
land. TX 79701. Commemo- 
rative Air Force Airbase An 
zona (Note. Donation in 

memory of | Lloyd 
MacDonald). 2017 N Green- 

Mesa, 
(donations 85218 will be 

used for B-17 maintenance) 
or the First Bapust Church 
Benevolence Fund, 2104 W 

Louisiana, Midland. Texas 
79701 

Arrangements are under 
the direction of Nalley-Pickle 

& Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Midland. On- 
line condolences may be 
made at www npwelch com 

Nalley-Pickle & Welch 

On December 15, 201% 

age 74, Ronald James 
Henderson of  Madland 
Texas, was promoted to his 
heavenly home 
Ronme, as known by 

friends and family, was bom 
Texas to 

Fred and Margaret 

Henderson. He and his sister 
Shell Ells, enjoyed hfe in 
South Texas growmg up. He 
moved to Midland and met 
his wife of S1 years, Virgin- 
1a, with whom they had three 
children 
and Catherine) 
memones together 

Ronmic spent 3S years 
working for Compressor 
Systems Incorporated He-en- 

and many 

In 2009 | 

Kathy | 

Jessica | 
Caitlin | 

step- | 
Haylee | 

John 

David | 

Anzona | 

| 1965 to 

| Blackmon and Samucl Dees 

| his lake house 

(Chnstine, Ronald | 

working on cars, but given 
any task he would find a way 

| 

work of all kinds, mostly | 

[ 
to ensure it was working be- 
fore he stopped. Another joy | 
came in taking amazing pho- 

| tos. whether of his kids, a lo- 

cation he was visiting, or the 
animals he was enjoying 

He 1s preceded in death by 

his parents, and his daughter. 
Chnstine Wiginton 

Survivors include, 
wife. Virginia: his son. 

Ronald Henderson, of Fort 
Worth: his daughter. 
Catherine Henderson. of 
Midland: a sister. Shemll 
Ellis. (Damon) of Mathis: 
and granddaughter, 
Wiginton, (father, Jeff | 
Wigton) of Midland. nic- 
ces, Sabrina (Andy) Bruncke | 
and Jennifer (Jason) Cox: and | 
nephew James (Michelle) 
Ellis; and several great 
niéces and nephews 

The family will 

his 

receive 

| the 

Katelyn | 
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of Odessa; sister, Sylvia and 
James Schlauch also of 
Odessa; his 3 precious grand 
children. Michelle. Madison 
and Alexander and many oth 
er nieces and nephews 

Visitation will be from 
600-800 pm Thursday 

December 20, 2018 at Sunset 
Memonal Funeral Home 

Funeral services will be at 
1:00 p.m.. Friday. December 
21, 2018 at Odessa First 
Church of the Nazarene, 
2223 Lyndale Dr, Odessa 
TX. 79762 

The family wishes to ex- 
tend our sincere thanks for all 

wists, calls and texts 
through this difficult time 

Arrangements arc entrust- 

ed to Sunset Memonal Gar 

| dens and Funeral Home in 
Odessa. To send family con 
dolences please sign his 

| guestbook at 

friends from 10.00 am. to | 
12:00 pm on Saturday, De- 
cember 22. 2018, at Nalley- 
Pickle & Welch Funeral 
Home, 3800 N. Big Spring, 
Midland. Texas. A funeral | 

service will be held at 2:00 
p.m. on Saturday. December | 

| 22, 2018 at Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Chapel in Midland 

Interment wll 
Resthaven Memonal Park in 
Midland 

In lieu of flowers. the fami- 
ly has requested that dona- 

| tions be made to the West 
Texas Aphasia ~~ Center 
http ‘www aphasiawtx org 
Arrangement are under the 

direction of Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funcral Home & Cre 
matory of Midland. Online 
condolences may be sent at 
www. npwelch com 

alley-Pickle & Welch 
Funeral Home 
& Crematory 

Steven Dees 
Steven Dees, age S3. of 

Odessa, Texas passed away 
on December 15. 201% mn 
Odessa TX Steve was bom 
m Odessa TX on May 9 

Fdith  EllaRay 

Steve mamed the love of 
his hfe. Tammy on July 30, 
1985 mn Odessa TX He 
worked in the oilfield for 
over 30 years and for the last 
7 years owned and operated 
his own Consulting business 

Steve cmjoyed hunting 
fishing, and spending time at 

He 1s a be 
loved husband. father, papa, 
and brother. He has touched 
the lives of many people over 
the years with his mnvolve 

ment in girls” softball, and his 
| knowledge and willingness to 
teach those around hum 

Steve 1s preceded in death 
by his parents, Samual Decs 
and Edith EllaRay Dees 

Steve in survived by his be- 
loved wife. Tammy Dees. his 
kids, Shanna and Mickey 
Moore. Kendra and Melissa 
Looney, Knstin and Randall 
Medina, and Fthan Dees. all | 

follow at | 

} } Thursday 

www. sunsetodessa.com 

Ye 
SUNSET 
MEMORIAL 
GARDENS & FUNERAL HOMF 

Death Notices 

Erna Ward-Sass 
The name of the decedent 

1s Ema Ward-Sass, her birth 
day is 05/10/1935, date of 
death 1s 12/16/2018. She was 
living in Oklahoma City, OK 

She has a Visitation serv- 
ice at Advantage Funeral 
Service at 7720 S Pennsylva 
ma Ave. Oklahoma City 

OK, 73159 on Wednesday 
12/192018 from 6:00 pm 
R00 pm. CST and her 
Graveside Service will be 

12202018 at 
11:00 am. CST at Resthaven 
Gardens Cemetery at 552K 
SW 104th St. Oklahoma 

City, OK. 73139 

Laverne Wegman 

Barr 
Laverne Wegman Barr, 93 

of Midland. Texas died 
Sunday. December 16. 201% 
at her residence Funeral 
services will be 1000 am 

| Saturday. December 22. 201K 
at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Rosewood Chapel with 

Pastor Don Rosentreter offi 
cating Interment will follow 
at Tnmity Memonal Park 

Arrangements arc under 
the direction of Nalley-Pickle 
& Welch Funeral Home and 
Crematory mn Big Spnng 
Online condolences can be 
made at www npwelch com 

Luis Cazares 
Luis Antomo Cazares, 19 

of Stanton. passed away De 

cember 16, 201% Funcral 
mass will be held Thursday 
December 20. 201% at 11.00 
am at St Joseph's Catholic 
Church in Stanton Bunal 
will follow at St Joseph's 
Catholic Cemetery. Rosary 
will be held Wednesday. De 
cember 19, 201K at 7:00 pm 
at Stanton Memonal Funeral 
Home and Chapel 408 N St 
Peter 

Luis leaves to chensh his 
loving memory. his mother 
Cecilia Cazares. daughter 
Evelyn Mable Cazares. sis 
ter, Audnana lca Cazares 
and brother, David Angel 
Cazares 

Arrangements were under 
the direction of Stanton Me- 
monal Funeral Home and 
Chapel 

‘Laverne & Shirley’ star, ‘Big’ director Penny Marshall dies 
foreshadowed Marshall's own path 
as a pioneering 
female filmmaker 
mn Hollywood 

one had a theory 
about why ‘La- 
verne & Shirley’ 
took off,” Marshall 
wrote in her 2012 
memoir “My 
Mother Was Nuts ™ 
“I thought it was simply because 
Laverne and Shirley were poor and 
there were no poor people on TV, 
but there were plenty of them sitting 
at home and watching TV" 
Marshall directed several episodes 

of “Laverne & Shirley,” which her 
older brother, the late filmmaker- 

12-year-old boy who wakes up in 
the body of a 30-year-old New York 
City man The film, which camed 
Hanks an Oscar nomination, grossed 
$151 milhon worldwide, or about 
$320 millon accounting for 
nflation 

Marshall reteamed with Hanks for 
“A League of Their Own,” the 1992 
comedy about the women's profes- 
sional baseball league begun during 
World War II, starnng Geena Davis, 
Madonna and Rosie O'Donnell 
That, 100, crossed $100 million, 
making $107.5 million domestically. 
More than any other films, “A 

League of Their Own” and “Big” 
ensured Marshall's stamp on the late 

scene in FAO Schwartz in “Big” 
became iconic. Hanks' reprimand 
“There's no crying in baseball.” 
from “A League of Their Own,” re- 
mains quoted on baseball diamonds 

“She had a heart of gold. Tough 
as nails.” recalled Danny DeVito, 
who starred m Marshall's 1994 
comedy “Renaissance Man “She 
could play round ball with the best 
of them” Marshall's carly success 
m a field where few women rose 
so high made her an mspiration to 
other aspiring female filmmakers 
Ava DuVernay, whose “A Wrinkle 
m Time” was the first $100 million 
budgeted film directed by a woman 
of color, said Tuesday “Thank you, 
Penny Marshall. For the trails you 
blazed The laughs you gave. The 
hearts you warmed ™ 

In between “Big” and “A League 
of Their Own,” Marshall made the 
Ohiver Sacks adaptation “Awaken- 
ings.” with Robin Williams and 
Robert De Niro. The medical drara, 
while not as successful at the box 
office, became only the second film 
directed by a woman nominated for 
best picture. 

Carole Penny Marshall was born 
Oct. 15, 1943, in the Bronx. Her 
mother, Marjoric Marshall, was a 
dance teacher, and her father, An- 
thony, made mdustnal films. Their 
marriage was strained. Her mother’s 
caustic wit — a major source of 
inspiration for Marshall's memoir 
— was formative 

Health care experts 
maintain that the political 
leadership has no interest in 
reducing the number of un- 
msured. The chairman and 
vice chairman of the Texas 
House Public Health Com- 
mittee — Reps. Four Price 
and J D_ Sheffield, both 
Republicans — declined to 
be interviewed 

“It’s not the cost per 
Medicaid enrollee that's 
going up and up,” said Ken 
Janda, president and CEO of 
Community Health Choice, 
a nonprofit HMO for the 
Houston area. “We have too 

By Jake Coyle 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK Penny Marshall, 
the trailblazing director of smash-hit 
big-screen comedies such as “Big” 
and “A League of Their Own” who 
first indelibly starred in the top-rated 
sitcom “Laverne & Shirley,” has 
died. She was 75 

Michelle Bega, a spokeswoman 
for the Marshall family, said Tues- 
day that Marshall died in her Los 
Angeles home on Monday night 
because of complications from 
diabetes. 

“Our family is heartbroken.” the 
Marshall family said in a statement 

In “Laverne & Shirley,” among 
television's biggest hits for much of 
its eight-season run between 1976- 
83, the nasal-voiced, Bronx-born 
Marshall starred as Laverne DeFazio 
alongside Cindy Williams as a pair 
of blue-collar roommates toiling on 
the assembly line of a Milwaukee 
brewery. 

A spinoff of “Happy Days.” the 
series was the rare network hit 
about working-class characters, and 
its self- opening song 
(“Give her any chance, she'll take iv/ 
Give her any rule, shell break it”) 

only 3 million people on 
Medicaid, and now there's 4 
million people.” 
The poor are “not im- 

migrants over the 
border. It’s people working 
at jobs that make minimum 
wage. These are not people 
sitting on their front porch 
waiting for their welfare 
checks,” Janda said. 

everywhere 
On Tuesday, Marshall's pass- 

ng was felt across film, television 
and comedy. The James L. Brooks 
Prunaahis for imal ig “films which 
celebrated humans” and for her 
guiding mfluence to young come- 
dians and writers. “To many of us 
lost ones she was, at the time, the 
world's greatest den mother” 

business, but Marshall's next film 
made her the first woman to direct 
a film that grossed more than $100 
million. Her 1988 hit comedy “Big.” 
starring Tom Hanks, was about a 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 
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Plant-based diet can vanquish obesity epidemic 
By Courtland Milloy 

The Washington Post 

I will eat healthier. | will consume 
more fruits, vegetables, whole grains 
and legumes. No animals or animal 
products. 

If it had eyes and legs, | won't eat 
it. If it had roots, it’s a meal 

That is my get-fit manifesto. This 
time — yes, there have been other 
times, but this time — the goal is not 
just to slim down but to work toward 
getting a specific item removed from 
the District of Columbia Department 
of Health website 

“Obesity is a national and local 
epidemic. More than half of all adults 
living in DC are overweight or obese: 
rates climb to over 72% in two other 
wards within the District. Racial 
disparities with regards to obesity in 
the District are extreme. for example. 
less than one in every 10 white Dis- 
trict residents are obese, whereas one 
in every three African-Amencans in 
the District are obese.” 
And there is only one way to 

change it: Drop the weight be 
cause the alternative is death 

So, repeat after me: 
1 will triumph over cake, pie and 

buttered rolls 
Cheese will fear me 
1 will defeat Colonel Sanders, Pop- 

eyes, Ben and Jerry's, Famous Amos 
and Mrs. Fields — with both hands 
tied behind my back if necessary. 

I will win this food fight 
During the past year, | have 

learned much about the benefits of 
cating a plant-based diet. I've attend- 
ed classes at the GreenFare Organic 
Cafe in Herndon, Virginia, where 
owner Gwyn Whittaker and her staff 
show you how to shop for healthy 
foods and use them to prepare nutn- 
tious and tasty meals 

I"ve also learned that knowing how 
to eat healthy is different from eating 
healthy. But those who walk the walk 
are reaping astounding rewards 

Cecilia Hayes 1s one. She is in her 
70s and lives in northern Virginia 
She was suffering from congenital 
heart failure when she began taking 
the classes at GreenFare just over a 
year ago. She switched from fatty, 
sugary foods to plant-based. mimi- 

® COMMENTARY 

mally processed meals. It didn't take 
long for her body to respond 
“What happened was, after three 

months, | went to my heart doctor 
and she said my condition had im- 
proved significantly.” Hayes told me 
recently. “My blood sugar was down, 
and | had lost weight. The other 
thing, which 1s hereditary — women 
in our family get swelling in the 
lower legs. I'd been fighting that for 
years. Now the swelling is gone, and 
I can wear shoes that | hadn't been 
able to get into for years™ 

My taste buds recoil at the thought 
of choosing, say, tofu over cheese 
But Hayes’ results should make that 
choice a no-brainer. 

I also spoke with James Loo- 
mis about the benefits he got from 
switching to a plant-based diet 
Loomis is director of the Barnard 
Medical Center in the District, which 
puts emphasis on nutrition in the pre- 
vention and treatment of disease. He 
has served as team internist for the 
St. Louis Rams football team and the 
St. Lours Cardinals baseball team, 
as well as tour physician for the St 
Louis Symphony Orchestra 

Before going on a plant-based diet 
in 2011, he was overweight, suffering 
from asthma and a knee injury. Then 
he happened to read a book, “Forks 
Over Knives.” that spurred his di- 
etary change. Today, he is 60 pounds 
lighter and no longer has asthma. The 
knee 1s working fine, too 

“I'm 60 years old, and I'm training 
for the Ironman tnathlon,” Loomis 
said. “It's amazing that | can contem- 
plate that at my age” 
Loomis added that going plant- 

based changed him not only person- 
ally but professionally as well 

“I came to realize that what we call 
a “health-care system’ is really “sick 
care,” he said. “Our system with 
a focus on surgery and pills can 
add years to your life, but it takes 
away life from your years. The only 
way we can truly add life 1s by focus- 
ing on the root causes of disease, and 
in many cases it’s the food we put in 
our mouths” 

And yet, here | am still loving 

steak and cheese and barbecued ribs 
despite an abundance of evidence 

linking red meat to cancer. One rea- 
son may be the messaging 
“We as doctors talk about this the 

wrong way addressing the prob 
lem out of a paradigm of fear,” Loo- 
mis said. “Get your blood pressure 
down or you'll have a stroke.” People 
already know that. What we need to 
ask is: Why would it be important 
not to have those bad things happen? 
Write down the top five reasons.” 

Hadn't tried that before. Let's see 

if it helps 
Whittaker, the owner of GreenFare, 

says we have been conditioned to eat 
a certain way. And unleaming takes 
time. “When parents give children 
candy as a reward , that pleasant as- 
sociation with sweets stays with the 
child.” she said 

Better to give them an apple. she 
said 

It takes a few weeks of eating 
plant-based for our taste buds to 
reset, Whittaker said. And after a 
while, you'll be wondering why we 
were craving the toods that are kill 
ing us 

There is no underestimating the 
challenge, however. As noted in 
a report this month by the World 
Resources Institute, “Researchers 
have long presented the environmen- 
tal case for shifting high-meat diets 
toward plant-based foods, but achiev 
ing large global benefits is harder 
than often suggested.” 

Harder because not everybody has 
access 10 healthy plant-based foods 
Harder because many of those who 
do have an abundance of plant-based 
foods still make bad choices like | 
do 

Or did 
But no more 
Repeat after me 
Steel-cut oats will be my new 

Break fast of Champions, not Cocoa 
Puffs 

I may have pigged out on Thanks- 
giving, but | will not eat myself 
nto a stupor during the rest of the 
holidays 

Black-eyed peas on New Year's 
Day, OK. Chitterlings? No way 

The epidemic of obesity will be 
vanquished 

HEALTHBRIEFS 
FROM STAFF REPORTS 

Midland Health events 

Weigh to Success 
Informational Seminar, 4 
p.m. Thursday, Midland 
Memorial Hospital: Sundae 
Adkins, 638-8081, sundae 
adkins(@midlandhealth org: 
free, register at midland- 
health.org and click on 
classes & events 

Weekly support groups 
& hotlines 

(subject to change) 

8 TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Thursdays, Christian 
Church of Midland, 2609 
Neely Ave. 694-8643 
8 Overeaters Anony- 

mous; 3 p.m. Sunday, 7 
p-m. Tuesdays, St. Ste- 
phen’s Catholic Church 
553-1031 

Survivors of sexual 
abuse: interactive Bible 
study to help deal with the 
consequences of sexual 
abuse meets Tuesdays 
Child care available: House 
of Hope, 570-5935 
8 Peer to Peer support 

group for veterans, ac- 
tive duty, guard, reserves 
and their families, 6 p.m 
Tuesdays, Permian Basin 
Community Center, 401 
E. Illinois Ave., Suite 403; 
Wil Hoggard, 213-5342, 
william hoggard@ wic- 
mhmr.org 
B PDAP meetings: 7-8 

p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days: Parents group and 
younger group (12-17), 
1208 W. Wall St ; college 
group (18-26), 2503 W. 
Ohio Ave; older group (27 
and over), First Presbyteri- 
an Church 11:30-1:30 p.m 
Wednesdays: older group, 
1208 W. Wall St, includes 
lunch 
B Alcoholics Anony- 

mous — hotline 580-7868 
8 Serenity Group, 8 

p.m. daily, 3101 N.“A™ St, 
Building C: 685-3100. 710 
Group, 7 a.m., noon and 
8 p.m. Wednesdays, 710 
Ohio Ave ; 682-8162 
@ Alpha Omega, 8 pm 

Tuesdays and 11 a.m. Sat- 
urdays and Sundays, 311 S 
Pecos St 
8 12-Step Group of 

Alcoholics Anonymous, 
7 p.m. Tuesdays, 10 am 
Saturdays, Christ Church 
Anglican, 5501 N. Midkiff 
Road, Bldg. A, 553-7220 
8 Al-Anon (support 

group for family members 
of alcoholics), Serenity 
Group 3101 N. “A” St 
Bidg. C. noon Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday: 8 
p.m. Monday and Wednes. 
da 
WNarcotics Anonymous 
hotline 582-2926 
Laundry Group, 8 pm 

daily and noon Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 
104 N_ Marshall St 
WXodus Group, 7 pm 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Sundays, 
PDAP, 1208 W. Wall St, 
634-7609 

CODA Group, 12-step 
program for relation- 
ships, 7p.m. Fridays and 
Sundays, Christ Church 
Anglican, 5501 N. Midkiff 
Road, Bldg. A, 599-4490 
8 La Hacienda Alumni, 

support group for former 
patients, 7 p.m. Thursdays, 
Christ Church Anglican, 
5501 N. Midkiff Road, 
Bidg. A, 553-7220. 

COM Aquatics 

COM Aquatics, 3003 
N. “A” St, offers weekly 
paddle board classes. 
The schedule is: Hit the 

Wave, 7:15 p.m. Monday, 
5:15 a.m. Tuesday and Sat- 

urday, 6:45 p.m. Thursday 
and 10:15 am. Saturday; 
and Cardio Wave 1s 11:05 
am. Thursday 
Members of COM Water 

Aerobics Program can 
reserve a board at any time; 
non-members can reserve 
a board two hours before 
class. (For carly-moming 
classes, call the night 
before.) To reserve a board, 
call 684-7755, extension 
101 

Finding a doctor 

Access 10 a primary care 
provider is one mission of 
Midland Health. Residents 
who need help finding a 
physician or setting up an 
appointment can call 221- 
3627 (221-DOCS). 

Hope Chest 

Hope Chest is a program 
that provides support for 
women during their preg- 
nancy and after their baby 
1s born 
Hope Chest allows 

mothers and mothers-to-be 
10 earn necessities such as 
diapers, wipes, clothing 
and car scats through a 
point system 

Points are carned by 
attending prenatal ap- 
pointments and childbirth 
classes, and once the baby 
is born, moms continue to 
carn points at pediatrician 
visits until the child turns 
2 
The program office is at 

Midland Memorial Hospi- 
tal West Campus. For more 
information or to enroll in 
the program, call 221- 
1150. To make a monetary 
donation or donate brand 
new baby items to Hope 
Chest, call the March of 
Dimes office at 416-7310 

MMH payment 
options 

Midland Memonial 
Hospital recognizes that 
our community is facing 
challenging financial times 
Resources are tight and 
families are having to make 
important decisions about 
what to spend money on 
now and what has to wait 

Realizing health care 
can be expensive and the 
increasing deductibles 
mak it hard to manage, 
the hospital has adjusted 
its payment procedures. 
We want to make sure you 
receive the care you need, 
when you need it To find 
out about the new options 
now offered to better ac- 
commodate your payment 
needs, call 221-4705 

Source Midland 
Memorial Hospital 

How sick are you? 

Midland Memonal Hos- 
pital offers a a nurse tnage 
program “68-NURS| 
The program is designed 
to help people determine 
whether their health situa- 
tion warrants a trp to the 
emergency room. Midland 
residents can call the line 
by dialing 686-8773 
The program is free 

and available 24 hours a 
day-365 days a year. Local 
nurses are available to help 
you determine the best 
place to receive care for 
your situation. 68-NURSE 
can help you save time and 
money by directing you 
toghe most appropriate 
healthcare option, whether 
it’s a neighborhood clinic, 
urgent care center, emer- 
gency room ... or just 
staying home 

8 Stick to a budget 
Setting a budget for gift buying 

can help case stress and can prevent 

amber 
Know what 10 expect and set aside 

and family. Plan your menu or make 
a list of gifts 10 buy so that you don't 
feel overwhelmed and you don't 

: pe 
Saying no is hard for some people. 

It's important to establish boundaries 
and to really think through some- 
thing before agreeing to do it. This 
can ease stress and the feeling of not 
having enough hours in the day. 
8 Don’t abandon healthy habits 

Eating too many treats during the 
holiday season can leave us feel- 
ing sluggish and guiky It's OK to 

indulge a little but make sure not to 
overindulge. 
8 Take a breather 
If you need a time-out from family, 

Take 10 or 15 minutes to collect 
yourself. Everything will still be 
waiting for you when you get back 
Communicate to friends and family 
that you need a little break 
8 Seck professional help if you 

need it 
If you feel down for days at a time 

or can’t get motivated to go to work 
or to socialize, contact a mental 
health professional. Call Centers at 
570-1084. 
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Unemployment, income 
affect life expectancy 
By Nicky Forster 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK ~~ Even 
your lifespan can be local 

Researchers have long 
said that health dispanties 
are heavily influenced by 
where you live. New data 
from the National Center 
for Health Statistics show 
just how much your neigh- 
borhood can impact the 
length of your hfe 

In recent years, the 
U.S. has seen overall life 
expectancy decrease, from 
78.7 years in 2015 t0 78.6 
years in 2017. Experts have 
pointed to opioid addiction 
and an increase in suicides 
as the main reasons 

Behind that national 
average are Amencan 
neighborhoods where 
recently bom residents can 
expect to live much longer, 
or much shorter, lives 

The Associated Press 
analyzed life expectancy 
and demographic data for 
65,662 census tracts, which 
are geographic arcas that 
encompass roughly 4,000 
residents. The AP found 
that certain demographic 
qualities high rates of 
unemployment, low house- 
hold income, a concentra- 
tion of black or Native 
Amencan residents and 
low rates of high school 
education affected hfe 
expectancy in most 

neighborhoods 
An increase of 10 per 

centage points in the unem- 
ployment rate in a neigh 
borhood translated to a loss 
of roughly a year and a half 
of life expectancy, the AP 
found. A neighborhood 
where more adults failed to 
graduate high school had 
shorter predicted longevity 
New York state had 

the largest range for life 
expectancy among its 
neighborhoods, spanning 
34.5 years. The places 
with the highest and lowest 

From IB 

but through the foundation, 
the screenings are offered 
free 10 14- 10 18-year-olds 
The tests are non-mvasive 
and painless. 

Although designed to 
detect HCM, the screening 
can also reveal other serious 
heart abnormalities such as 
long QT syndrome, Wolff 
Parkinson White syndrome 
and bicuspid aortic valve 
The Championship Hearts 
SCTEenIng Program is recog 
nized by the Texas Chapter 
of the American College 
of Cardiology as a quality 
mhative. 

Close 10 200 Midland 
teens received the heart 
screening that provides 
important baseline health 
knowledge for those 
students and their families 

TomLinsON 
From 1B 

display insurance company 
logos on the door. 

Accepting insurance, 
though, is not the same as 
being in-network. Insurance 
companies are required to 
pay only in-network rates, 
which will undoubtedly be 
much less than what the ER 
bills. Too many patients do 
not realize they are liable 
for the difference until a 
surprise bill amives, usually 
afier the stitches have fallen 
out 
AARP Texas found that 

77 percent of the state's 
215 free-standing ERs said 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
insurance but were out of 

HB ANALYSIS 

estimates are both in New 
York City. Children born 
between 2010 and 2015 in 
part of the northern half of 
Roosevelt Island have an 
estimated life expectancy 
of 59 years; a child born 6 
miles away in Chinatown 
in lower Manhattan can 
expect to live 93.6 years 

In one North Carolina 
neighborhood ~~ Fear 
nington Village in Chatham 
County a child bom 
between 2010 and 2015 
can expect to live 97.5 
years, the highest estimated 
lifespan for any neighbor 
hood in the U.S. A child 
in part of Stilwell in Adair 
County, Oklahoma, can 
expect 59 years on average. 
the nation’s lowest 

The AP analysis also 
found discrepancies among 
states. Life expectancy in 
Hawaii topped all other 
states at 82 years. Missis 
sippt’s estimate of 74.9 
was the lowest, followed 
closely by West Virginia, 
Alabama, Oklahoma and 
Kentucky 

The AP analyzed 88.7 
percent of all US census 
tracts. Maine and Wiscon 
sin were excluded because 
some of their death records 
lacked home addresses of 
the deceased 

The data 1s part of a new 
partnership between the 
National Center for Health 
Statistics, The Robert 
Wood Johnson Founda- 
tion, The National Asso- 
ciation for Public Health 
Statistics and Information 
Systems (NAPHSIS), and 
the National Center for 
Health Statistics (NCHS) 
Through the collabora- 
tion, researchers used six 
years of death records and 
demographic data to create 
a longevity estimate for 
nearly every census tract in 
the country 

Local volunteer cardiolo- 
gists provided immediate 
screening results to ap- 
preciative parents, and six 
students were referred for 
further pediatric cardiol 
evaluation for a variety of 
suspected conditions. For 
most of the attendees, the 
entire process was complete 
in about one hour. 
The Championship Hearts 

Foundation and MMH will 
offer the free Teen Heart 
Screening 9am.-1 pm Jan 
12. Pre-registration is avail- 
able online at www.Champ- 
Hearts org, or by calling the 
foundation at 888-884-6945 
or 512-900-3243 

Volunteer opportunities 
are available via links on the 
Foundation website 

Michelle Garcia is execu- 
tive director of Champion- 
ship Hearts Foundation 

in network. The bill would 
have also banned free-stand- 
ng ERs from saying they 
“accept or participate” in a 
health insurer's plan unless 
they were in network 
“We were able to amend 

those provisions out of this 
bill, and what is left is a 
simple modification to the 
posting notice,” industry 
representatives declared in 
oo 10 operators posted 

ine. 
The final bill only re- 

quires free-standing ERs 10 
post: “The facility is not a 
participating provider in any 
health benefit plan provider 
network." 
When my colleague 

Jenny Deam checked 15 
months later, she found 
that free-standing ERs still 
prominently advertise that 
they “accept” private insur- 
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Paralympic wheelchair racer Tatyana McFadden poses for photos 

at the 2016 Team USA Media Summit on March 7, 2016, in 

Beverly Hills, Calif 

Paralympic 
athlete honors 

her trainers 
By Christina Tkacik 

The Baltimore Sun 

The orphanage in St 
Petersburg, Russia, didn’t 
have wheelchairs, so until 
she was 6, Tatyana McFad- 
den simply crawled on the 
floor. her legs folded back 
underneath her body 
Born with spina bifida, 

she had lacked proper 
medical treatment, but her 
eyes were bright, she was 
spunky and smart, said 
Deborah McFadden, who 
was commissioner of dis- 
abilities for the U.S. Health 
Department and touring 
the facility when she first 
met her Tatyana. McFad- 
den had no intention of 
adopting a child that day, 
but was captivated by the 
spunky 6-year-old. After 
she left the orphanage, the 
girl told the other children, 
“That's my mom.” 
More than two decades 

later, Tatyana McFadden, 
29, is a Paralympic athlete 
in wheelchair racing and 
the winner of seven gold 
medals. She credits much 
of her success to two train- 
ers at the Kennedy Krieger 
Institute: Gerry and Gwena 
Herman, co-founders of 
the Bennett Blazers athlet- 
ics program for kids with 
disabilities 

Recently, McFadden 
presented the trainers with 
the Order of Tkkos Medal, 
which acknowledges the 
contributions of coaches of 
Olympic and Paralympic 
athletes. Twelve Paralym- 
pic athletes have emerged 
from the Bennett Blazers 
program 
The aging gymnasium 

of the Kennedy Krieger 
Institute's Greenspring 
campus where she spoke 
was “where it all began 
for me.” McFadden said 
When she began training 
at the center, she spoke 
hardly any English. She 
needed someone else to 
push her wheelchair. She 
didn’t know which direc- 
tion to go on the basketball 
court 

“You've helped me to 
achieve my dreams since 
| was 15, and hopefully 
many more,” McFadden 
told the Hermans during 
a holiday party. Currently 
pursuing her master’s 

Eye LA 
Midland 3 

degree in [Hinois, she plans | 
to compete in the 2020 
Olympics. 
The award took both 

trainers by surprise — and 
was an emotional expeni- 
ence for them. “We're 
kind of known as hard 
asses,” said Gerry Herman 
Receiving the award, he 
said, “I almost cried, but 
1 didn’t cry.” He and his 
wife try to instill in young 
people a sense of their own 
possibilities. Their motto 
is “teach them they can 
before someone tells me 
I cannot.” Gerry Herman 
said 
McFadden also pre- 

sented the Hermans with 
a donation toward the 
renovation of the gym's 
pool. Swimming is a cen- 
tral focus of their athletic 
program because it allows 
kids to build strength and 
flexibility without stramning 
the skeletal system, said 
Gerry Herman. Gwena 
Herman said that when 
teaching kids with disabili- 
ties how to swim, they take 
the idea of disability out of 
the picture. “We just see 
a child that wants to learn 
how to swim,” she said 

The program's par- 
ticipants posed for pictures 
with McFadden after 
she presented the award. 
Among them was 3-year- 
old Salma Ellabany, who 
uses a wheelchair because 
of a spinal cord injury, She 
has been in the program 
since the fall 
“She loves it,” said her 

mother, Soad Mahfouz 
“She's more open to talk- 
ing to people. ... It's great 
to see her being open to 
trying new things.” 
The programs benefit 

parents, too, by help- 
ing them overcome the 
tendency toward over- 
protection. Watching her 
daughter build strength and 
participate in team sports, 
with weekend ice hockey 
tournaments and basketball 
games, Deborah McFadden 
said, “I became a normal 
mom, not a mom with a 
kid with a disability.” 
Of course, now she’s 

not a normal mom, either. 
She's the mom of a 
Paralympian 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 

HEALTH & WELL 

By Lindsey Tanner 
Associated Press 

Child abuse increases the day after 
school report cards are released 
but only when kids get their grades 
on a Friday, a study in Flonda 

| suggests 
| The curious finding startled 
researchers, who had figured abuse 
might go up regardless of the specific 

| day kids got their grades 
But their study of reports to a child 

| abuse hotline that included broken 
bones, bums and other confirmed 

| abuse found otherwise. An increase 
only occurred on Saturdays after a 
report-card Friday. Though overall 
rates were small, there were almost 
four times more cases on those Sat- 

| urdays than on other Saturdays. No 
| apparent connection between report 
cards and abuse was found on other 
days of the week 

“Anecdotally, we know a lot of 
parents will spank their children or 
use corporal punishment if they ‘re 
unsatisfied with their school work,” 
said University of Florida psycholo- 
gist Melissa Bright, the lead author. 

That punishment may become abu- 
sive when kids don’t have school the 

| next day and parents think injuries 
might be more likely to go unno- 

By Tom Murphy 
Associated Press 

sow 
CVS Health CEO Larry 

Merlo wants customers 
| to think about more than 
prescriptions and shampoo 
when they visit his com- 
pany's drugstores 
He expects the stores 

to become health care 
pit stops, especially for 
patients with chronic con- 
ditions such as diabetes 
Vision, hearing and blood 
sugar checks will be avail- 
able at many locations, and 
customers also may be able 
to get help with diets and 
nutrition 

CVS has largely finished 
its $69 billion acquisition 
of the insurer Aetna, part 

| of the company's broader 
effort to expand its health 
care offerings. A federal 
judge is still evaluating the 
deal and had a hearing on 
Tuesday. 
Merlo spoke recently 

| with The Associated Press 
The conversation has 
been edited for clanty and 
length 
Q: What are some spe- 

cific changes shoppers will 
see first in your stores” 

A: Early next year 
we will pilot our first 

MIDLAND REPORTER - TELEGRAM, WEDNI 

ticed, the researchers said, noting 
that teachers are required to report 
suspected child abuse. Or, it could be 
that severe punishment is less likely 
on weekdays when parents are too 
busy to focus on report cards, Bright 
sand 

But she acknowledged those 
theories are speculation and that the 
findings arent proof 

The study was published Monday 
in JAMA Pediatrics 

The researchers reviewed calls 
to a Florida child abuse hotline and 
school report card release dates in 
most of Flonda's 67 counties during 
the 2015-2016 academic year. Nearly 

2,000 cases of physical abuse in kids 
Sto 11, confirmed by child welfare 
authorities, were included 

There was an average of slightly 
more than 0.6 cases of abuse per 
100,000 children on Saturdays 
after a report-card Friday compared 
with slightly less than 0.2 cases per 
100,000 children on other Saturdays 
The average was less than one per 
day because so many days were 
included in the analysis. But in a 
state like Flonda, with a school-age 
population of just more than 3 mil- 
lion kids, this could amount to 19 
cases of report card-related abuse 
compared to five on other Saturdays, 
the researchers said 

frrvenm Cue 
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Larry Merlo, president and chief executive officer of CVS Health Corp , speaks Oct 15 
Economic Club of Washington discussion in Washington, D.C. CVS has largely finished its 
lon acquisition of the insurer Aetna, part of the company’s broader effort 10 expand its health care 
offerings. A federal judge is still evaluating the deal and has scheduled a hearing Tuesday. 

family doctor? 
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Study: Child abuse climbs 
after Friday report cards 

Outside experts noted study limita 
tions, including no evidence that kids 
who were abused had received poor 
grades and no information on when 
parents first learned of kids’ grades 
But they said the study was useful for 
highlighting that child abuse and cor 
poral punishment are sull too com 
mon even though rates have declined 
since the 1990s. Rates were 9 per 
1.000 U.S. kids mn 2016 compared 
with 13 per 1,000 in 1990 

Dr. Robert Sege, a Boston pedia- 
trician and Tufts University profes 
sor of medicine, said bad grades 
should be a ime for parents to find 
out what's causing their children’s 
struggles. “There's no place for cor. 
poral punishment for school failure 
because it doesn’t work and misses 
the point.” 

Sege is lead author of an American 
Academy of Pediatrics policy update 
released last month that recommends 
against corporal punishment and 
spanking 

An editorial published with the 
study said the United States deserves 
a C-minus “for effective discipline 
strategies.” 
Changing a report card release day 

may reduce some abuse, the editorial 
said, “but it will not solve the larger 
issue: It is still socially acceptable to 
hit a child to correct their behavior™ 

CVS CEO seeks bigger role in health care 

Andrew Harrer/Bloombery 

-n 

be 

they ‘re getting the best 
concept stores that begin 
to change the role of the 
retail pharmacy. The store 
will continue to have a 
pharmacy, it will continue 
to have products that will 
be focused on health, 
beauty, personal care and 
elements of convenience 
But it will also have 
services. About 15 to 20 
percent of the stores will 
be repurposed for services 
like an expanded (in-store) 
MinuteClinic 
Q: You've talked a few 

times about revolutionizing 
the customers health care 

4109 N. Midland Dr. 
Midland, TX 79707 
432-694-5259 

eyelasikmidland.com 

Freedom from Glasses and Contacts 

Break away from corrective lenses with a 

Sree consultation, interest free financing, 

and the best in technology! 

experience. What does that 
mean” 

A: It really is helping 
them understand how to 
best use their benefit pro- 
grams. Take a patient with 
diabetes. They likely visit 
their physician three, four 
times a year. They leave 
the office with a care plan 
that includes medication, 
diet, nutrition, exercise. 
We can help those patients 
make sure they ‘re stay- 
ing adherent to their plan, 
which oftentimes is not the 
case 
Q: Do you expect to 

eventually replace the 

A: No, absolutely not 
Our goal is to complement 
the role of the primary care 
physician. This past year 
we referred 3 1/2 million 
patients on to a physician 
The vast majority were 
patients that we see at 
MinuteClinic that simply 
do not have a ... physi- 
cian. The referrals are not 
because they can’t be 
treated. We believe every- 
one should have access to a 
(primary-care physician) 
Q: You're combining 

with a health insurer. How 
can consumers trust that 

care from a company that’s 
also paying for that care? 

A: Our hallmark as a 
company has always been 
do what we need to do to 
take the best care of the 
patients that we serve. Our 
purpose as a company is to 
help people achieve their 
best health 
Q: If you fail to pro- 

vide good care, customers 
won't return. Is that part of 
the equation? 
A: Customer satisfaction 

is critically important. It 
becomes a form of 
retention. 

Jesus is The Reason 
for the Season! 
“Wise Men Still Seek Him” 

Good Technologies, Lic 
Healthy Water Systems << 

Call for Free Estimate: 432-699-2312 
www.GoodTechnologies.Biz 

I] Find us on Facebook 
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DAILY CROSSWORD 
Edited By Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis 

ACROSS 7 Tree with 36 Disorganized 51 Not expired, as a 
1 Quite puzzled “helicopter” pile license 
6 Often-painted seeds 37 Emnsten's 

birthplace 
38 Salon goop 
39 Result of 

contains every digit, 
1 to 9. For strategies 
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12/19/18 © 2018 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency All nghts reserved 

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

A ) By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 

Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 

THE GRAND OPENING 
OF THE REC CENTER'S 

NEW POOL --- 

Now arrange the circled letters 
©2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as ! 
All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon. i pera | EEEEE 48 

senroslelisennnly watt) Sree aed Flabbergasted 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BLUNT FENCE CANOPY DOLLAR 
Answer: Shoddy workmanship at the mirror factory was Each Wuzzle is a word riddle which 

beginning to — REFLECT BADLY creates a disguised word, phrase, name, ad 
Place. etc. For le, 

Yesterday's 

WOOD 
WORD PUZZLES BY TOM 

1. 

WRELAY 

i ACROSS 

JL = a 
[5 rom 

USAMYL 

Print Your Answers Here: 

wus | [TT] (I CO COI 
RH CITI] 
OME | LTT TTT] CITI] 

aaa aa 

JINN] NINN INS punose asmoig ‘7 
200 ime rt Arey LLC yt Dig. Af igh Nosed 

TMG TLOy PINCH SPL SETH WO, TNO) THONG STL SENG J3)5IWIS IY) Jo pW AL °| 
Sond comments 1 TCA- 160 N. Stetson, Chicago, finois 80601 or DLHoyeclcom. 

Be sure to check out Sunday’s edition to read weekly 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Survey: Usage 
of e-cigarettes is 
up among teens 
By Mike Stobbe 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK Twice as 
many high school students 
used nicotine-tinged electronic 
cigarettes this year compared 
with last year, an unprec- 
edented jump in a large annual 
survey of teen smoking, drink- 
ing and drug use 

It was the largest single-year 
increase in the survey's 44- 
year history, far surpassing a 
mid-1970s surge in marijuana 
smoking 

The findings, released 
Monday, echo those of a 
government survey earlier this 
year. That survey also found a 
dramatic rise in vaping among 
children and prompted federal 
regulators to press for mea- 
sures that make it harder for 
kids to get them 

Experts attribute the jump to 
newer versions of e-cigarettes, 
like these by Juul Labs Inc 
that resemble computer flash 
drives and can be used dis- 
creetly 

Trina Hale, a junior at South 
Charleston High School in 
West Virginia, said vaping 
specifically Juul — exploded at 
her school this year. 
“They can put it in their 

sleeve or their pocket. They 
can do it wherever, when- 
ever. They can do it in class if 
they're sneaky about it,” she 
said 

Olivia Turman, a freshman 
at Cabell Midland High School 
in Ona, West Virginia, said 
she, 100, has seen kids “hit 
their vape in class.” 
The federally funded survey 

has been conducted by Uni- 
versity of Michigan research- 
ers annually since 1975. This 
year’s findings are based on 
responses from about 45,000 
students in grades eight, 10 
and 12 in schools across the 
country. It found 1 in § high 
school seniors reported having 
vaped nicotine in the previous 
month 

After vaping and alcohol, the 

most common thing teens use 
is marijuana, the survey found 
About | in 4 students said 
they'd used marijuana at least 
once in the past year. It was 
more common in older kids 

about | in 17 high school 
seniors said they use marijuana 
every day. 

Overall, marijuana smoking 
is at about the same level as it 
was the past few years. Vaping 
of marijuana rose, however. 
More teens, however, are 

saying no to lots of other 
substances. Usage of alco- 
hol, cigarettes, cocaine, LSD, 
ecstasy, heroin and opioid pills 
all declined 

Experts say it’s not clear 
what's behind those trends, 
especially since the nation is in 
the midst of the deadliest drug 
overdose epidemic 
“What is it that we're doing 

right with teenagers that we're 
not doing with adults?” said 
Dr. Nora Volkow, director of 
the National Institute on Drug 
Abuse, a federal agency that 
funds the Michigan study. 
One leading theory is that 

kids today are staying home 
and communicating on smart- 
phones rather than hanging 
out and smoking, drinking or 
trying drugs 
“Drug experimentation is a 

group activity,” Volkow said. 
But “vaping mostly is an 

individual activity,” said David 
Jernigan, a Boston University 
researcher who tracks alcohol 
use. 
The vaping explosion is a 

big worry, however. Health of- 
ficials say nicotine is harmful 
to developing brains. Some 
researchers also believe vaping 
will make kids more likely to 
take up cigarettes, and perhaps 
later try other drugs. 
So far that hasn’t happened, 

surveys show. But the Juul 
is recent, said 

Richard Miech, who oversees 
the Michigan survey. 

If vaping does lead to ciga- 
rette use among teens, that may 
start to show up in the survey 
as carly as next year, he said. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

+ 20 minutes is the time it takes to conduct a heart screening 
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A high school principal displays vaping devices that were confiscated from students in such places as restrooms or hallways 

April 10 at the school in Massachusetts. The U.S. surgeon general says swift action is needed to prevent millions of teenagers 
and adolescents from becoming hooked on Juul and other high-nicotine electronic cigarettes. Surgeon General Jerome Ad- 
ams said on Tuesday that parents, teachers and physicians must take aggressive steps to address an epidemic of underage 

vaping 

Surgeon general urges ‘aggressive 
steps’ to stop teen vaping 

By Matthew Perrone 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The govern- 
| ment’s top doctor is taking aim at 
| the best-selling electronic cigarette 

| 

brand in the U.S., urging swift 
action to prevent Juul and similar 

| vaping brands from addicting mil- 
lions of teenagers 

In an advisory Tuesday, Surgeon 
| General Jerome Adams said par- 

ents, teachers, health professionals 
and government officials must 

| take “aggressive steps” to keep 
children from using e-cigarettes. 

| Federal law bans the sale of e- 
cigarettes to those under 18 

For young people, “nicotine is 
dangerous and it can have negative 
health effects,” Adams said in an 
interview. “It can impact leaming, 
attention and memory, and it can 
prime the youth brain for 
addiction.” 

Federal officials are scrambling 
to reverse a recent explosion in 
teen vaping that public health 
officials fear could undermine 
decades of declines in tobacco 
use. An estimated 3.6 million U.S 
teens are now using e-cigarettes, 
representing | in 5 high school 

+ Any active teen, ages 14-18. is eligible for our screening 

students and | in 20 middle 
schoolers, according to the latest 
federal figures 

Separate survey results re- 
leased Monday showed twice as 
many high school students used 
e-cigarettes this year compared to 
last year. 

E-cigarettes and other vaping 
devices have been sold in the U.S 
since 2007, growing into a $6.6 
billion business. Most devices heat 
a flavored nicotine solution into an 
inhalable vapor. They have been 
pitched to adult smokers as a less- 
harmful alternative to cigarettes, 
though there's been little research 
on the long-term health effects or 
on whether they help people quit 
Even more worrisome, a grow- 
ing body of research suggests that 
teens who vape are more likely to 
try regular cigarettes. 
Adams singled out Silicon 

Valley startup Juul. The company 
leapfrogged over its larger com- 
petitors with online promotions 
portraying their small device as 
the latest high-tech gadget for hip, 
attractive young people. Analysts 
now estimate the company con- 
trols more than 75 percent of the 
U.S. e-cigarette market 
The surgeon general's advisory 

notes that each Juul cartndge, or 
pod, contains as much nicotine as 
a pack of cigarettes. Additionally, 
Adams said Juul’s liquid nicotine 
mixture is specially formulated to 
give a smoother, more potent nico. 
tine buzz. That effect poses special 
nisks for young people, he said 
“We do know that these newer 

products, such as Juul, can pro 
mote dependence in just a few 
uses,” Adams said 

Juul said in a statement that it 
shares the surgeon general's goal 
“We are committed to preventing 
youth access of Juul products.” 

Last month, San Francisco- 
based Juul shut down its Facebook 
and Instagram accounts and halted 
in-store sales of its flavored pods 
The flavors remain available via 
age-restricted online sales. That 
voluntary action came days before 
the Food and Drug Administration 
proposed industrywide restrictions 
on online and convenience store 
sales of e-cigarettes to deter use 
by kids 
Adams recommends parents, 

teachers and health professionals 
learn about e-ci tes, talk to 
children about the risks and set 
an by not using tobacco 
products. 

FREE Teen Heart Screening 

Jan. 12, 2019 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at 

Midland Memorial Hospital 

+ CHF screenings are free, a comparable screening in a cardiologist’s office would cost approximately $700. 

1 in 250 high school students is at risk of a serious cardiac condition known to cause Sudden Cardiac Death. 

Standard sports physical examinations do not include cardiac screenings with ECG and limited ECHO. 

BASIC INFORMATION 

+ Championship Hearts screens students, ages 14-18, for Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy (HCM). Generally, one 

screening after age 15 1s sufficient, unless cardiac symptoms are present. 

HCM causes a thickening of the heart wall, and can lead to obstruction of blood flow and an erratic heartbeat. 

HCM typically does not present any symptoms. 

HCM is the leading cause of sudden cardiac death in young people. HCM effects roughly 1 in 500 people. 

Cardiovascular disease is the second leading medical cause of death in children and adolescents in the United States. 

* In the United States alone, one young competitive athlete dies every three days from an unrecognized cardiovascular disorder. 

* * www. parentheartwatch org 

Sign up online at: www.ChampHearts.org 

Or call: 888-884-6945 or 512-900-3243 KARTS 
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Big Spring promotes McWilliams to head coach 
By Christopher Hadorn 

chadorn@mrt.com 

Big Spring is filling its football 
head coaching vacancy from its 
internal ranks 
Big Spring ISD announced 

Tuesday that Steers defensive 
coordinator Cannon McWilliams 
has been named head football 
coach. McWilliams, 32, served 
the previous two seasons as de- 
fensive coordinator under Mitch 

McLemore, who was reassigned 

approved to his position in April 

from his head 
coaching posi- 
tion in Novem- 
ber after going 

McWilliams 
fl is also the son of 

Big Spring ISD 
superintendent 

Jay McWil- 
liams, who was 

“I'm excited,” Cannon McWil 
liams said. “I'm excited to get 
started. We have been able to 
implement a different offseason 
program the past three weeks. | 

3-19 am just excited to get the 

opportunity.” 
Unlike McLemore, Mc Wil 

liams won't dually serve as Big [| bud 
Spring athletic director after 
the school district appointed 
Big Spring High principal Mike 
Ritchey to the AD position in a 

Eric Gay/AP 

Texas head coach Tom Herman responds to a question Aug. 2 during a college football news conference in Austin The arrival of a Decem- 
ber signing period created plenty of uncertainty in last year's recruiting cycle because nobody knew just how many seniors would go ahead 
and end thew 
wanted 10 get t done and signed in December.” Texas coach Tom Herman said 

Most recruits choosing to sign in December 
By Steve Megargee 

Associated Press 

College football fans used to treat the first Wednesday of 
February like a virtual national holiday. Now that recruit- 
ing ritual and all the madness surrounding it has shifted to 
December. 
Most schools are signing nearly all their incoming recruits 

the week before Christmas 
. The armival of an carly signing period last year enticed 
the vast majority of last year’s top seniors to finalize their 

selection process before the winter holidays. “1 think all of us coaches would tell you it surpnsed us that so many kids 

and they ‘ve planned accordingly 

“I just think everybody sees (December) as the new 
signing date, in my opinion.” Oklahoma State coach Mike 
Gundy said 

This year's early signing period begins Wednesday and 

runs through Friday Seniors also have the option of waiting 
until the Feb. 6 signing date. ESPN director of recruiting 
Tom Luginbill said 72 percent of last year's recruiting class 

signed in December rather than February 

college plans in December . Coaches and recruiting analysts 
expect that pattern to continue for the foreseeable future 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK The Los Angeles 
Chargers placed seven players in the 
Pro Bowl, including safety Derwin 
James, one of six rookies across the 
league to make the game. 
James, a first-round draft choice, 

will be joined on the AFC squad by 
veteran quarterback Philip Rivers, 
wide receiver Keenan Allen, running 
back Melvin Gordon, defensive end 
Melvin Ingram, center Mike Pouncey 
and special-teamer Adrian Phillips 
for the game, which will be played 
Jan. 27 in Orlando. James and Phil- 
lips are the only starters, though 

Rivers is a backup to Kansas City’s 
Patrick Mahomes, one of 29 first- 
time Pro Bowlers. That, of course, 
includes all the rookies: James, Gi- 
ants running back Saquon Barkley, 
Seahawks punter Michael Dick- 
son, Broncos running back Phillip 
Lindsay, Indianapolis guard Quenton 
Nelson and Cleveland comerback 
Denzel Wads. Lindsay is an 

undrafied player 
New England's Tom Brady is the 

other AFC quarterback, making it for 
the 14th time. Noticeably missing 1s 
the Colts’ Andrew Luck 
New Orleans, led by quarterback 

Drew Brees, Dallas and Chicago 
paced the NFC with five players 
cach. Brees is the starter, backed up 
by Green Bay's Aaron Rodgers and 
the Rams’ Jared GofT. 

Buffalo, Oakland and Tampa Bay 
had no Pro Bow! selections 

Pittsburgh and Kansas City each 
had six players chosen, including 
such first-timers as Steelers running 
back James Conner and Mahomes, 
both having breakthrough years. 

Cleveland has a first overall draft 
choice in the game — not Baker 
Mayfield, but 2017 top pick Myles 
Garrett at defensive end 

“Football is a team game and you 
can’t do it on your own,” said Gar- 

rett, who leads the Browns with 12% 
sacks. “I'm happy 10 be able to share 
this experience with Denzel because 

“I would be surprised if that’s not closer to 75-80 this 
time around,” Luginbill sad 
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this honor 1s really a testament to our 
entire defense” 
Among the perenmal AFC choices 

returning to the game are Houston 
DE J.J. Watt, Pittsburgh WR Antonio 
Brown, Baltimore guard Marshal 
Yanda and safety Eric Weddle, Cin- 
cinnati DT Geno Atkins andl Denver 
LB Von Miller. 
“To get recognized by your peers, 

the coaches and the fans, it means 
a lot,” Weddle said. “It’s always 
special to put in the hard work and 
to try your best and then get recog- 
nized. The Pro Bowl is something | 
never take for granted, and I'm pretty 
stoked about it. Each year you just 
work hard and try to play your very 
best. To receive recognition for what 
you do on the field, even if it may not 
show up in other areas, 1s awesome” 

For the NFC, frequent repeaters 
include Atlanta WR Julio Jones and 
C Alex Mack, Dallas tackle Tyron 
Smith, inside LBs Luke Kuechly of 
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dual capacity earlier this month 

“I've been able to work for Mr 
Ritchey the past two years.” Mc 
Williams said. “| have seen the 
pride on what he was done for 
the school district. I'm excited to 
have another mentor. It’s a good LSU 
deal for me, I'm excited about 

McWilliams will be serving 
in his first football head coach- 
ing position with the Steers. He 
comes from a football family, as 

his father Jay and uncle Chris 

were former head coaches at 
McCamey. McWilliams 1s named 
for his late grandfather Billy 
Cannon, who won the 1959 Heis 
man Trophy as a running back at 

McWilliams was previously 
the head boys basketball coach at 

Irion County from 2010-12 and 
at Sonora from 2015-17. He also 

Please see McWILLIAMS/3( 

Rangers 
introduce 

Lance Lynn, 
finalize $30M, 
3-year deal 

By Stephen Hawkins 
Associated Press 

ARLINGTON The only time Lance 
Lynn has pitched in the home ballpark of the 
Texas Rangers was as a rookie in 201 1, during 
the World Senes for the St 
Lows Cardinals 
Lynn will now go into 

that stadium's final season 
in 2019 as a big part of the 
Texas rotation. He signed 
a $30 million, three-year 

contract with the Rangers, 
who are coming off consecu 
tive losing seasons for the 
first time since before their 
back-to-back World Senes 
appearances 

“That was my rookie year, | was just happy 
to be there. I'm not going to hold it over any 
body.” Lynn said, recalling that 2011 World 
Senes the Cardinals won in seven games 

The Rangers introduced | ynn on Tuesday, 
completing a deal that was reached last week 
during the winter meetings subject to a suc 
cessful physical. The 31-year-old nghty is 
21-18 with a 4.04 ERA in 64 games over the 
past two seasons since missing all of 2016 fol 
lowing Tommy John surgery 

“I feel strong, and it’s been a while since 
I"ve felt that way.” Lynn said “I think you say 
that in the second half of last year Hopefully 
I can keep that gong” 

Lynn's deal includes a $4 million signing 
bonus, of which $3 million 1s payable next 
year and $1 million for 2020. He has salanes 
of $8 million in 2019, $10 million in 2020 
and $8 million in 2021 
“We look at his track record. Extremely 

consistent, durable, winning performer on 
a major league stage.” general manager Jon 
Daniels said. “A veteran presence that we're 
excited to add to the ballclub™ 
He joins a rotation with returning Mike Mi 

nor and two veterans coming off Tommy John 
surgery, Edinson Volquez and Drew Smyly 
Lynn is 82-57 witha 3. S7 ERA in 214 

games with St. Lows, Minnesota and the New 
York Yankees since 2011, and has won at 
least 10 games every year as a regular starter 
since after his rookie season. After not signing 
with the Twins until mid-March last year, he 
was 7-8 with a 5.10 ERA in 20 starts before 
a trade deadline deal to the Yankees He went 
3-2 with a 4.14 ERA in || appearances (nine 
starts) for New York 
“He was very, very effective in the Ameni- 

can League. Very good against nght-handers. 
which our division 1s chock full of.” Daniels 

Please see RANGERS 4( 



DAILYRUNDOWN 
FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS 

ON THE AIR 
College Basketball 

St. Franais-Brooklyn at St 
John’s, 5:30 p.m, FS1 

Sacred Heart at Seton Hall 
5.30 pm. FS2 

Auburn at NC State, 6 pm 

ESPN2 
Virginia at South Carolina, 6 

p.m., SEC 
Central Arkansas at Indiana 

6 p.m, BTN 
UNC Central at St. Louis, 7 

p.m, FCSA 
UIW at DePaul, 7.30 pm, 

FS2 
UCLA at Cincinnati, 8 p.m 

ESPN2 
Georgia Tech at Arkansas, 8 

p.m. SEC 
College Football 

Frisco Bowl: San Diego 
State vs. Ohio, 7 p.m, ESPN 

High School Football 
UIL Class 2A Division Il 

Championship. Gruver vs. 
Mart, 7 pm. FSSW, FCSC 

Men's Soccer 
FIFA Club World Cup Semi 

final Real Madnd vs Kastwma 
Antlers, 10.20 am, FS2 

Bundesliga’ FC Bayern 
Munich vs. RB Leipzig, 1.30 
p.m. FS1 

Bundeshga 1. FSV Mainz 
05 vs. Eintracht Frankfurt, 1.30 

p.m. FS2 
National Basketball As- 

sociation 
San Antonio at Orlando, 6 

p.m, FSSW+ 
Phoenix at Boston, 6:30 

p.m. NBAtv 
Washington at Houston, 7 

p.m. ATTSW 
Oklahoma City at Sacra- 

mento, 9 p.m, NBAtv 
NBA G League 

Memphis vs. Raptors 905, 2 
p.m. ESPNU 

Austin vs. Capital City, 2.30 

p.m., NBAtv 
Maine vs. Lakeland, 4 30 

p.m. ESPNU 
Texas vs Ene, 7 pm 

ESPNU 
Northern Arizona vs. Windy 

City, 9:30 p.m.. ESPNU 
National Hockey League 
Pittsburgh at Washington, 7 

p.m.. NBCSN 
Women's College Basketball 
UConn at Oklahoma, 7:30 

pm. FS1 
RADIO 

National Basketball 
Association 

San Antonio at Orlando, 6 
p.m. KBYG 106.1 FM/1400 
AM (Big Spring) 

RANSACTIONS 
BASEBALL 

COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE — An 
nounced the resignation of esecutve vice 
oressdent Chvis Park 

American League 
KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Signed OF 

Buoba Staring. 18 Same Duenez and AHP 
Jason Adam to minor league conracs 

TEXAS RANGERS — Signed RHP Lance 
¥7 10 3 See. year contract 

Nationa! Lasgue 
WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Agreed 

10 terms with 18 Matt Adams on a one year 
conract 

BASKETBALL 
Nations! Basketball Associaton 

NBA — Fined Toromo coach Nick Nurse 
$15,000 for public cries of offcmting. 

WASHINGTON WIZARDS — Assigned F 
Oxaro White 10 Capital Cty (NBAGL) Signed 
G Chasson Randle from Capital Cry 

NBA G Loague 
CAPITAL CITY GO-GO — Reacquwed G 

Devin Sweemey 
‘Women's MBA 

DALLAS WINGS — Named Brian Agler 
ouch 

FOOTBALL 
Namonal Football Lesgue 

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed OL 

Kyle Friend 10 the practice squad 
TENNESSEE TITANS — Pisces C8 

ogan Ryan on ired resenve: Signed CB 
Kenneth Durden from the practice squad and 
B Games President 10 the oracioe squad 

Canadian Footoal League 
EDMONTON ESKIMOS — Signes DB 

Robert Prester and DL Daman Mosty 
SASKATCHEWAN ROUGHRIDERS 

Signed DL Zack Evans 10 8 four-year contract 
extension 
WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS — Signed 

XN Mathew Ouellet and Ben Kocrwars 
MOCKEY 

American Hockey Lesgue 
AHL — Suspended Grana Rapes F 

Mart Puemoel ‘wo games and Briogepor © 
Swephen Gionta vee games 

Eon 
SOUTH CAROLINA STINGRAYS 

Traded F Bo Brave © Atlanta tor ture 
onsiseratons 

OLYMPIC SPORTS 
US ANTI-DOPING AGENCY — Named 

Skip Giber! managing deector of operations 
marketing ang development 

SOCCER 
Major Loague Soccer 

LA GALAXY — Signed F Zintan brats 
moe ane M Anno 

HS FOOTBALL 
URL Footbed State Championships 

ATAT Stadium. Artington 
Today 

Contasmnce 
1A Sa Man Don orterarce 4A Dimon | - Waco La Vega 

32) Lowry 8 (131) 3am 
Corterance SA Dor © - Amdo (15.0) vs 

FB Marval (15.0) 7pm 

NHL GLANCE 
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Ansore 
= Argues M 

Vege 
Weripeg of San Joss $3054 

SKI REPORT 
——— 

Avge Few — Wed 5.44 am mache grooms 
8 base 21 of 78 ad 41% open, §.of 7 Me 

Won Thus Bo-4p Fo Bap Sat Sp Sum udp 
Pagarto — Pian to Open 1221 wm Monn 

mache grooms 17.23 tase 25 of 4) wa 
oer 4 of 6 Wn. Mone Bedp SVS Sedo 

Se Apache — Wed 754 om machen 

Dan 50 of 190 Wake, 45% ape 11 of 15 Mn om 
on Fr a-4p SAS Se dp 

Cotorste 

Avapro Basen — Wed 517 am packed 
owter mach groomed 34. 34 base 119 of 145 
ate 62% cpu, 1199 acres, § of Wha. Mon Fe 
ody Seer #30040 

Ager Hptardn — Wet 5.45 am suc 
ower 3144 have 108 of 122 wate SUN open 
974 acvwn. 5 of § Wha. Won Fr: S.3300 Seb 
Sor So 3300 

Assn Mortar — Wed 5.48 am packed 
powder mach groomed 23.27 hase 5 of 7% 
te 95% cpu. $18 scree. § of § Whe. Mon Fe 
02300 Seren fu-330 

6.17 han 0 of 04 wae 2%. open. #78 sven, 
8 Mone 0.3300 SarSn Su 230 

' 3 area players make APSE Class 4A all 
Staff reports and 

the Associated Press 

Greenwood junior wide 

receiver 
Brody [ 
Ray. 
Green- 
wood 
junior 
offensive 
lineman 
Jayden 
Kitch- 
ens and 
Andrews 
senior defensive lineman 
Jacob 
Mechler 
were rec 
ognized as 
honorable 

| mention 
selec 
tions on 
the 201% 
Texas 
Associ- 
ated Press 
Sports Editors Class 
4A all-state high school 
football team, released 
Tuesday 
Ray had 37 catches for 

771 yards and 17 TDs in 
10 regular season games 
Kitchens tallied 55 pan 
cake blocks for the Rang- 
ers; and Mechler recorded 

Ray 

98 tackles, 21 tackles for 
loss and - 
six sacks ] 

for the 
Mustangs. 

Voting 
based on 
regular- 
season 
perfor 
mance 
Players 
are listed 
in alphabetical order at 

each position 

FIRSTTEAM OFFENSE 
Lineman: 

— CADEN JANDER Cum. S¢ — 4 pan 
cakes. 70 Sacks ahowed 11 1eam hal Sverages 50 
pews anc 410 yg 

MILES JOHNSON Lovetana Se — 3% 
rade 35 Knockaowns. 17 DANCaNSS. 70 SACKS 
owes 
JOHNNY TAYLOR WE beesche & — 97% 

grade 8" knockdowns. 2 sacks akowad for team 
at avecaged 374 rush yog 

JACKSON WILLIS. Van S¢ 
sack wowed 

TANNER WILSON Canon St — 96% 
grade. 37 pancakes for tear hat rushed kx 

4% grace 

Quarterback 
— CAMERON GRIFFIN, Gen Rose 5 
53.2502 789 passng 40 TDs. 61 vars 
rus 9 TDs 

Running backs 
DAMARQUA FOSTER WE Hexen 

2.083 rus yarn 31 TDs 
— QUINTAN JACKSON FW Barton S¢ 

A157222-3017 yards. 37 TO8 
JAY VEON SUNDAY Waco Connaty 

254 carmes Wx 2.054 yarn. 30 TD 
Kicker 

Al LEE YART Dumas. Sopn — 43.43 
PRs $12 FGa. long of 43 
Offensive Prayer of the Year: Damar 

Foster WF Hesch 
FIRST TEAM DEFENSE 

Lineman: 
DALTON BILLS. Baivite. Jr — 120 tackles. 

20 sok, 18 TFL 11 sacks. § blocked koks 3 FR 
ABEL EUCEDA Gamer. S¢ — 117 tackims. 

S sacks. 14 TRL 2 FF 
JAYDEN JACOBS. Van & 

STFL 14 sacs. 4 FF 3 PBUS 
COLLIN ONEAL Massa. S¢ — §7 

cams. 28 TFL 6 sacks. 4 FF 4 FR 3 PBUS 
Linebackers 

MONTE CLUCK. Boerne, S¢ — 14 
tackins. 88 300 26 TFL 10 sacks. 3 FF 3FR 

GARRETT REDOEN. Seat Jr — 150 
tacking. 7 TFLs, 3 sacks. 2 satetes 
CARSON SMITH Dahart S — 14 

tackes 8 sacs 3FR 

9 tacuies 

JOHNNY ESPMOSA San Angee Lake 
View x — 11 NTs. § PBUS 

JULIO RIGGS. Bowne Si — 10 NTa 
6 tacxies 

AVR RODRIGUEZ Lovetars. St 
38 tackies. 26 TFL 6 sacs. 3 NTs. 

Punter 
ANTHONY CATATE £1 Campa. 

24 pres 

Acree Bars. Avaracn Se Seth Dion 
Harton Si Kyle Harmson, Liberty bit S¢ 

Kicker 
Adar bam Gime S¢ 

SECOMD-TEAM DEFENSE 
Lineman 

Zax Betancourt. Lavedanc. So Grayson 
Mays. Baie Jr Jn Shawn Nowrson Wharton 
» Datveon Anodes. Lutibock Estacads S¢ 

Unebackers. 
Bu Cavior Simpnervile Se Aayvon 
artage Chase Peter Argye 

Defensive backs 
Gage Granam Stephenie. Se Tyee Ker 

oy Texarkana Passat Grove Sc saan Seasm 
lang Soon Jordan Whitngion. Cosma, 

gam 

state team 
Punter 

Sevaston Deleon, Henderson. S¢ 
NONORABLE MENTION OFFENSE 
LINEMEN: Kevin Booty Carthage: Jacod 

wood Adem Lame. Rockport F ston. Lakota 
Lowrance. Lory Ht Kev Lghtinon. Séstee 
Katyn MeCan. Psu. Jareman Starve. ow 
Park Wyat Tate. Garorveo Navan Braco 
Wikas, Past Lane York. Stephenie 
RECEIVERSENDS. Langston Anderson 
Mckoman Hertage Kanvortay Dion Cartage 
Donyvan Gens. Beavis Daton Hots 
Praasarion. Set Noel. Canyon. Brody Rey 
Groemwooe Ean Aotanson. Van Jay Wikarson 
Soman Hartage Jacob Wikams. Sumoumen 
QUARTERBACKS. Gurver Cagos. Carthage 

Dyan Davison. Bay Cay. Kye Douggas x 
Wires Hct. Mason Duke. Burts et 
Roman Fue Daca. Brendon Lows. Mekssa 
Lawton Ai. Canyon 

RUNMING BACKS: Chase Gamore. Gena 
Westen Haicom. Gen Rose. Ankers Johnson 
Houston Fur. Dies Pat, Kaan Gears. Cameo 
rystar Oty. Ean Rare. Van, Dorner Arvers 
andal. Asner Seach. Nescvie. Krak 
Thompeon, Miners Wels. Jar uae Warton Waco 
La vega 

KICKER: Das Gomez Pore. Sassy 
HONORABLE MENTION DEFENSE 

LINEMEN: Carson Aman, Hereions Deurcrs 
Barton Kagom ‘saan Carparter FW Bertrook 
Turan Casfiuoarry varmon Chvshan Hannoks. 
WE Horsch Landon Jackson Texarkana Peasant 
wove. Dotan Karon Sisoee. Jacob Mechier. 

Andrews. Trey Move. Cone, Mase Roc ua: 
Vernon Kyle Weber Solencora 

LNEBACKERS: Dawn Bourn, Houston 
Whaatiey. Jaen Cano, Herston. Huser Cart 
Seary Saderck Cobar. Luobock Estacadn 
ameyn Edney Pisturg, Frac Fass, WF 

Hersch. Jansson Hamanoas. Loveland. Sing 
Hamaggon Stsbes. Konner Jones. Woman 
Hartage Omar Marks. Wharton. Just Moraes 
rysal Cay Brady Ocom. Henderson, Cae 
Orson Caron. Awess Payne. Caddo Mis. Jacon 
Sngiwton. Butuan 

DEFENSIVE BACKS: Branden Dunn. Arye 
Brom Cott, Caron: Ke urtaye Dura Hs 

+ Gwrson Se Giowon Gonzases. Sam Gitweath 
Caryon Kwan Grant. Coan Jalon Jemarson 
Pista, Las Ramos. Dumas Darston Tork 
Siutme Stavorte Vaughn WE Hesch ncorey 
Ware. Carag Karwan Wooos. Texarans 
Praasant Grove 

PUNTER Trace Morrson Sorervie 

HS BASKETBALL ROUNDUP 
Boys 
MHS 81 
GRADY 39 

LENORAH - Brett Carvs 
scored 16 points, Rahkiem 
Petterson had 15 points, 

Nathanel Rodriguez scored 11 
and Gage Warren added 10 to 
lead Midland High to a rout of 
Grady in non-district play 

Jordan Rodnquez led 
the Wildcats with 17 pomnts 
Leading 32-20 at halfume, the 
Bulldogs outscored Grady. 39 
19, in the second half 

MIDLAND HGH #1. GRADY 
Wicland Migh  Jarsavar nam § Demers 

Wears 2 Adnan Lozano 2. Adnan Lozano § 
Gage Waren 10. Rater Peterson 15. ha 
Wares Roorgums 11 Danus Shanon § Mowe 
Terrazas 6 war Khongra 2 Bren Cars 16 

Grady - Brancian Petar 4 Chases Cason 
6 Sarge Reyna § Coe Short 3 Marshal Cox 3 
Jordan Rooroua: 17 
OLA ww wa 
GRADY CO 

3-point goats  M<S 6 (Petar 3 Ingram 
Seton Terrazas) Gracy 2 (Short Rosner 
From Bus - MHS 5.10 Geno 12 28 Tote 
Touts - WS 24 Gracy 5 Fouled out - Nora 

ANDREWS - Brett Leach 
It up the scoreboard with 35 
pots to lead Andrews to a 
win over Class 6A Odessa 
High at Andrews ISD Perfor 
mance Center 

Brock Tijenina added 15 
points for the Mustangs. 

ANDREWS 85. O0E SSA HIGH $8 
Odessa High J Orta & J Caio 3 7 

Row 2K Gonzaes 3 8 Brazce 10. L Wisor ¢ 
Andrews (89) - Broo Taser 15 Bren 

ach 35 Markmese Lawrence 7 Bryan Adams 
AJ Brien 4 ho Manon: 2 
00ESSA [TE ET) 
ANDREWS “wz oow as 

Girls 
MHS 61 

COOPER 60 
ABILENE - Tayshd Rushton 

scored a game-high 23 points 
to help Midland High squeak 
past Abilene Cooper in non 
drstnct play 

Sadie Govan had 14 pots 
and Teleshia Defell added 10 
points for the Lady Bulldogs 
(11-8), who return to play 
when they host the Byron 

Johnston Holiday Classic Dec 
27 

WOLAND HIGH §1. ABILENE COOPER 80 

Wichand High (1148) - Jersa Maced 2 
10 Liy Cambria 6. Taysna 

wom 4 Tota 

one 
" 

Next Mecha gr vs Girmarwona 69m 
Byrn nian Hoven Case # 

NO. 8 GARDEN CITY 53 
CHRISTOVAL 29 

CHRISTOVAL - Ixchel 
Sotelo had 16 points, Jordan 
Driver and Lyndee Walker 
both provided 13 pots and 
Angelica Munguia scored 11 
to propel No 8-ranked Garden 
City 10 a convincing win over 
Chnstoval 

The Lady Kats (19-2) led 
30-9 at hatfume 

GARDEN CITY 53. CHAISTOVAL 29 
Garden Clty (19-2) - cher Some 6 oie 

Drover 13 Lynime Wats 11 Ageia Mugu 

Monday's late result 

Boys 
MCA 49 

BUENA VISTA 34 
Conrey Echols had 14 

points, Cole Miller scored 12 

pots and Cort Miller added 
10 points to help Midland Clas. 
sical defeat Impenal Buena 
Vista in non-distnct play, Mon 
day at the MCA gymnasium 

The Knights (12-2) made 
exght 3-pownt goals and led 
25-13 at halftime Kyndrik Tann 

led the Longhorns with 16 
pomts 

WIOUAND CLASSICAL #9 IMPERIAL BUENA 
STA 24 

Bums Vista — Maw Pars § Jovarvee 
Roman 3 Luo Garona 2 own Roorgue: § 
wow Sanchag 2 Kyrors Tar 6 
Wd Classics (12-2) — Corvey Eco 

14 Cor Mile 10 Aaron Gof § Cole Mlle 1 
Daw arom © Gace Baathe 2 Caer 
vet, Paterson 3 
SUENA VISTA Ten 
WDUAND CLASSICAL 15 10 15 9 —4 

pout gous - MCA B (Echon 4 Cort Mer 
oe ter 2 Puarsor) Free Sows — Bure 
Via 6.18 MCA 710 Total fouls — Bums Vota 

2 MCA 1) Fouad out — Nore 
Nat MCA vs Siator oon Ome 27 + 

acme Tourarmart  Lathocs 

ore 

Ranked teams getting pre-Christmas tests 
By Aaron Beard 

Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C 

teams 

The week's AP Top 25 schedule 

includes road games against ranked 
opponents for top-ranked Kansas and 

14 Buffalo. Meanwhile. No. 2 
12 Texas Tech 

and No. 9 North Carolina faces No 

19 Kentucky in neutral-court games 
It’s all part of a slate that could 
reveal how much these teams have 
developed in the opening month and 
where they stand with the bulk of 

No 

Duke will meet No 

league play drawing near 
The Jayhawks, who remained at 

No. | for a second straight week 
m Mondays latest poll, visit No 

The days 
leading up to Christmas are full of 
tests for some of the nation’s top 

I8 Arizona State on Saturday in a 
rematch of the Sun Devils’ road win 
last year 

on a daily basis” 

cuse 
week 

Kansas (9-0) has already carned 
wins against ranked Michigan State 
Tennessee and Villanova teams this 
year. The Jayhawks have also won 
five games by six or fewer points 

“I don’t think we ve played great. 
by any stretch.” Kansas coach Bill 
Self said after last weekend's win 
“But we played a lot better today 
than we've been practicing. I'm 
optimistic, very, leaving out of here 
knowing there is (another) gear we 
can get to that hasn't been apparent 

BufTalo (10-0) has a pair of road 
games this week 10 start a four-game 
road swing The Bulls visit Syra 

who was ranked No 25 last 
on Tuesday then visit No 

20 Marquette on Fnday 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL 
Norbumster $1 84 Lousare Cotage 64 
Sou Flores © FU 73 
Setar 80 UNC Agraie 74 
The Cane £2. Camgnet 7% 
UAB 8 Aco 3 49 
UNC Grmarations #5. Raines 58 

Owes! 
Aor 12 Tervassen 8 80 

Woman's 
EAST 

Buca 73 Wagon S64 
Owens 99. Gamer Wat 45 
Pa 80. UNG Wormngior $6 
Potent Moms 64 Dumas 5 63 

ay 

Then there are the neutral-coun 

matchups between ranked teams, 

starting with the Blue Devils (9-1) 
and Red Raiders (10-0) meeting 
Thursday in New York's Madison 

Square Garden Texas Tech has only 

its second 10-0 start in program his 
tory, the other coming during a 12-0 
run to open the 1929-30 season 

“These semors know that 10-0 

doesn’t mean much.” Red Raiders 
coach Chris Beard said after a week 

end win against Abilene Chnstian 
“We would much rather win our last 

10 games 

about (with) the next game on the 
schedule | don’t worry about our 

guys not being focused ” 

I have a lot to worry 

MIDLAND HUMANE COALITION 
PO Box 53213 | Midland. TX 79710 | midlondhumone org 

ie ore 
goed of 3M 16, bkg the 

ot Mobee Lene & Treatment 
Came: s3t Or web Of 
mdlondhumone org or w 
con help ur reach the goo t 
ena of 20/8 

Tel us your rescue sory 
- ¥)-60 second ~oer 
of how yonr O30DMED DE HOY 
forged our We Use foretoos 

Messenger ox emok 1 Jo 
ourstory@mdiondhumone org 
Ord vou mH wat see 1 or loco 
" 

137 1.000 showt of 

"e 

Cammwe » a 4-monthold Enhanced Adoption Center 
fernale Domestic Short Hair 
with ihute canhco manungs. doen for adoohOns 

Mor Sa 7 Sun 10-8 

Adoption fee 
(hy vetted & chipped 

Cots $75 
Dogs 31 

432457 3405 

ated within Midlands 
Petimort Store 
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Ohio takes on slumping San Diego State 
By The Associated Press 
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January. (Coastal Carolina coach Joe 
Moglia is already 69) The Aztecs 
fell short of a third straight 10-win 
season San Diego State is 13-0-1 

against MAC schools. ... Ouellette, 
a senior, is only the fourth Bobcats 
player with multiple 1,000-yard 
seasons The Aztecs are making 
their 10th bow! appearance in 14 
seasons under Solich, who replaced 
Tom Osborne at Nebraska in 1998 

and spent six seasons as head coach 
of the Comhuskers This is the 

er Kyahva Tezino and the rest of San 
Diego State's front seven. The Aztecs 
are fourth among FBS teams allow- 
ing 94.5 yards rushing per game 
Oyellette has averaged 178 yards 
rushing over his last three games, and 
has at least 135 yards in four of the 
last five games. 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 
San Diego State: Tezino, the 

junior linebacker, has 120 tackles, 
including 14 1/2 tackles for loss with 
R 1/2 sacks. 
Ohio: Junior QB Nathan Rourke 

Frisco Bowl: San Diego St. (7-5) 
vs. Ohio (8-4), Wednesday, 8 p.m 
EST (ESPN) 

Line: Ohio by 3 
Series Record: First meeting 
WHAT'S AT STAKE 
Ohio and San Diego State have 

gotten to their bowl on different 
streaks. The Bobcats of the MAC 
have won two in a row and five of 
their last six. They are also trying to 
win a bow! for the second season in a 

LA Rams ot Arona. 305 pm 
Crago at San Franosca, 308 pm 
Ptsturgh at New Orleans, 325 p.m 
Kansas Cty of Seatte 7.20 pm 

+ Gomes. 
Dewar at Oakdand. 715 pm 
Sarts-Parthers Stats 
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row. The Aztecs from the Mountain 
West have lost five of six games, 
and their last three, since a six-game 
winning streak. San Diego State has 
never had a four-game losing streak 
in the same season in their eight 
years with coach Rocky Long 
REY MATCHUP 
Ohio running back A.J. Ouellette 

against All-Mountain West lineback- 

Ouellette 

has thrown for 2,228 yards and 22 
touchdowns (with seven intercep- 
tions), and run for 816 yards and a 
team-high 13 TDs, one more than 

FACTS & FIGURES 
With the retirement of 79-year- 

old Kansas State coach Bill Snyder, 
Ohio's Frank Solich is now the oldest 
FBS coach at 74. Long turns 69 in 

ninth year in a row in a bowl for the 
Aztecs, who are playing their second 
consecutive bowl in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area. They lost 42-35 to Army 
in the Armed Forces Bowl in Fort 

game 

Worth last December. 
the second Frisco Bowl. It is played 
in the pro soccer stadium that also 
hosts the FCS national championship 

This only 

COLLEGE BOWL GLANCE 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

N.C AST 24 Acorn State 22 
New Mexico Bow 

Albuquerque 
Utah State 52. Nor® Texas 13 

Cure Bow! 
Ortando, Fla 

Tare 41 Lowsans Latayete 24 

North Binos (8.5) va. UAB (10-9) we 
Wednesday. Dec. 19 
Frisco (Texas) Bow! 

Om 8-4) vs. San Dago State (75). 8 5m 
(ESPN) 

Thursday, Dec. 20 
Gasparita Bow 

At St Petersburg, Fla. 
Marshal (8.4) vs. South Fonda (75) 85m 

ESPN 
Friduy. Duc. 21 
Banaras Bow 

Nessa 
Toledo (7-5) va. FIL (84) 1230 pm [ESPN 
Famous idaho Potato Bow! 

Bowe 
Western Mchgan (7.5) w. BYU (66). 4 

om ESPN) 
Seturdey, Onc. 22 

(Alm) Bowt 
Meroe (8.5) vi. Wake Forest 66). Noon 

ESPN 
Armed Forces Bowl 

Fort Worth 
Army (3-2) va. Houston (8-4) 330 p.m 

Pro Bowv 
From IC 

Carolina and Bobby Wag- 
ner of Seattle, Arizona CB 
Patrick Peterson, Rams DT 
Aaron Donald and Bears 
LB Khalil Mack 
One of the newcomers, 

Chicago DT Akiem Hicks. 
sounded overwhelmed by 
the honor. 

“I have played the game 
of football my entire life 
and this is the greatest ac- 
colade I've ever achieved,” 
he said 
There will be a brother 

combination at center 
for the AFC as Maurkice 
Pouncey of Pittsburgh is 
the starter ahead of Mike 
Pouncey. 
The Jets, despite a 4-10 

record, have three Pro 
Bowlers in safety Jamal 
Adams, kicker Jason My- 
ers and return specialist 
Andre Roberts — all first- 
timers. 

Pro Bowl coaching staffs 
will be from the losing 
teams in the AFC and NFC 
divisional playoffs with 
the best regular-season 
records. Each player on the 
winning Pro Bowl team 
receives $67,000, while 

That doesn’t surprise 
longtime Santa Ana 
(California) Mater Dei 
coach Bruce Rollinson, 
whose program has six 
of the nation’s top 350 
senior prospects according 
to composite rankings of 
recruiting sites compiled 
by 247Sports 
Rollinson, the high 
school coach for cur- 
rent Southern California 
quarterback J.T. Daniels 
and receiver Amon-Ra St 
Brown, said many seniors 
want to sign now because 
they're tired of the recruit- 
ing process. Other seniors 
might feel pressure to get it 
over with now because so 
many of their classmates 

are already signing 
“Right now statisti 

I'm ing anywhere 
from 80-85 percent of 
the top players are go- 
ing to sign W 3 
Rollinson said. “Well, if 
I’m a parent, I'm looking 
at that and saying we'd 
better be careful here, get 

i and lock down this 
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The arrival of a Decem- 
ber signing period created 

idea. 
“I think all of us coaches 

would tell you it surprised 
us that so many kids want- 
ed 10 get it done and signed 
in December,” Texas coach 
Tom Herman said. 
The thange in the 

recruiting calendar has 
forced most programs to 
adjust. That includes offer- 
ing prospects earlier and 
getting more of them on 
campus for official visits in 
the 
is carly Sg 
period has ended, most 
teams will only be 
ing a few more high school 
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Houston Texans wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins makes a touch- 
down catch on a pass from Watson, not 

h the first half of an NFL football game against the 
New York Jets 

pened during the first year 
of the early signing period 
Last year, ESPNU aired 

two hours of coverage on 
the first day of the carly 
signing period and two 
more hours on the final 
day. Because so much 
of the action during last 
year’s carly signing period 
occurred on the opening 
day, ESPN will have five 
hours of coverage this 

ing Mike Farrell said more 
high-level recruits entered 
December undecided than 
at this time a year ago. 
Seven of Rivals’ top 14 

15 in East Rutherford, NJ. 
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it’s going to leak,” Sim- 
mons said. 

Alabama leads the 
247Sports Composite team 

standings and is followed 

in order by Georgia, Texas 
A&M, LSU and Oregon 
Simmons said the team 
standings probably wont 
change dramatically by the 
end of the week, though 
he mentioned Tennessee 
(currently 16th), Michigan 
(9th), Florida (21st) and 
Southern California (28th) 
as teams that could make 
a move. 
Nearly all those teams 

will have signed most of 

if there's more work to 
be done in January, you 
do it and there's going to 
be some guys you have to 
keep on chasing, but most 
programs are (working) 
toward making this carly 

signing period the onc 
where they lock everybody 
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Carina. C Newton 16.28-1-131, McCay 
11050 

Oran. M Thomas 7-48 
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2.15. Ingram 2-11. Watson 1-28. Carola. Me. 
Catiay 8.67, Wright 3.21, | Thomas 2-14. Moore 
2.12. Martz 1-50. Samus 1-17 
MISSED FIELD GOALS —Nore 

McWiLLiams 
From 1C 

coached secondary under 
current head coach Ralph 
Mason at Andrews 
McWilliams understands 

the challenge in turn- 
ing around the fortunes 
of a Big Spring program 
coming off 3-28 showing 
since the start of the 2016 
season. He will be the pro- 
gram’s fourth head coach 
in five seasons 

“I think one of the things 
is just consistency,” Mc- 
Williams said of the Steers 
improving on the football 
field. “It’s about holding + 
kids accountable, and our 
discipline has to get better. 
But the kids will respond 
They have responded in 
the past few weeks of the 
offseason and they will 
continue to respond.” 

McWilliams said he 
grew as a coach and 
learned more about the ins 
and outs of the game in 
his two seasons as Steer 
defensive coordinator. 

McWilliams said on of- 
fense that he wants to play 
a physical brand of football 
that leans toward a run- 
oriented attack, but he said 
the offensive philosophy 
will depend on person- 
nel and team strengths. 
On defense, McWilliams 
wants to play out of a 3-4 
alignment, but he says the 
scheme will be flexible 
where the Steers will swift 
into 4-3 looks at times 

McWilliams, a Perm- 

ian Basin native, played 
football at McCamey from 
2000-03. A former quar- 
terback, he helped build 
the Badgers into a top 
notch program that would 
play for the 2006 Class 1A 
Division | state title 

“It was start of some- 
thing very special and | 
was glad to be a part of it,” 
McWilliams said 

In addition to his head 
football coaching duties, 
McWilliams will also serve 
as the district's strength 
and conditioning 
coordinator. 

Ritchey wrote in a press 
release: “Coach McWil- 
liams’ performance in the 
classroom and on the field 
of athletic competition 
over the last two years is 
admirable. His commit- 
ment to our students and 
student athletes is of the 
highest standard. 
“We are confident our 

athletes, students, staff and 
community of Big Spring 
will be proud to have 
Coach McWilliams leading 
our football program and 
reinforcing our athletic 
mission of building charac- 
ter through hard work and 
accountability, both on and 
off the field.” 

Ritchey could not be 
reached for further 
comment 

Follow Christopher 
on Twitter: @chris 

MRTsports 

Ray Rice: ‘I’m done 
with football,” talks 
domestic 

By the Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Former 
Baltimore Ravens running 
back Ray Rice says he's 

domestic violence as a way 

Appearing Tuesday in 
2 “CBS This Moming™ 

a video showed Kansas City 
Chiefs running back Kareem 

violence 
her. She said it was the first 
and only time he physically 
abused her. 

“1 was there. | lived it. | 
don’t really need to relive it 
over and over again just to 
appease the world,” she said. 
She added: “1 knew that 

we had work 10 do, and | was 
willing to move forward and 
put in the work” 
The couple has sought 
counscling, and Rice says it 
gave him time to reflect 
“One of the underlying 

issues for me was — | never 
wanted to ask for help. Foot- 
ball, for me, was my coun- 

ploy to get back into football. 
And I'll be the first one to 
say it, | don"t have to retire 
0 tell I'm done with 

The pressure | was 
under of being a star, that 
‘was the person | hated the 
most,” he said. 



Day eyes return to No. 1, 
even if it costs him sleep 

By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

Jason Day wants to get back to No. | in the 
world, and he’s willing to lose sleep over it 

“There has to be some kind of sacnfice,” 
Day said in thc Bahamas before shutting 
it down for the year. “I was reading the 
Kobe Bryant book, and he knew there was 
something he had to sacrifice, so he sacrificed 
sleep. Because he couldn't sacrifice fam- 
ily. he couldn't sacrifice competing, and not 
working 

“What can | sacrifice” he added with a 
smile. “Sleep.” 
Day knows the cost of being the best golfer 

on the planet because he already reached that 
summit 
He first reached No. 1 in the fall of 2015 

after winning five times that year, including 
his first major at the PGA Championship. 
The following spring. he won three more 
tournaments in a span of six starts, capped by 
a wire-to-wire victory in The Players Cham- 
pionship that gave him the highest points 
average in the world ranking since Tiger 
Woods. He stayed No. | for 47 weeks and 
looked to be the dommant player he always 
wanted to be 

Getting back might be cven tougher. 
The 31-year-old Austrahan thought he was 

on the nght track when he started the year by 
winning in a playoff at Torrey Pines. hus first 

victory in more than 18 months. He talked 
that day about how his victory at Torrey in 
2015 propelled him to his best scason. 

“I'm hoping to do much of the same this 
year.” Day sad 
He won agam in carly May, hitting a tow- 

cing 7-iron that bounced off the pin on the 
treacherous par-3 17th at Quail Hollow that 
sent him to a two-shot victory in the Wells 
Fargo Championship 
The end of the year brought a sobering 

reality: Day started at No. 13 in the world, 
won twice. and finished at No. 14 

“I wasn't as consistent as | should have 

been.” Day said. “If you have a couple of 
wins. finish with around 10 to 12 top 10s, 
typically you're in the top-five region. That's 
why | was disappointed about this year. even 
though I had two wins” 

There's onc other part of the equation 
Along with adding two PGA Tour victo- 

nes. he and wife Ellic added a third child. A 
son, Arrow, was bom in November. 

Dash was 3 when he ran onto the green at 
Whistling Straits in 2015 afier his father won 
the PGA Championship, and Ellic was six 
months pregnant with Lucy. The family 1s 
growing and Day invanably has fclt a tug 
He has talked about his constant battle 

with desire and motivation, and now there is 
another challenge 

“It takes desire, but it takes balance in 
life.” Day said. “Right now. I'm at a different 
stage in my life just having my third child 
It's hard. Tiger made it look so easy over 
the years. Being No. 1 for 13 years is very 
impressive, but to be able to be a dominant 
player. that’s the biggest thing. I wanted to be 
one of those guys.” 
Winning takes care of everything. Woods 

used to talk about that when he was getting 
back to No. | aficr a 2's-ycar absence 
Day won twice and dropped a spot in the 

ranking 
Part of that is a testament to the depth on 

the PGA Tour, and how hard it is to win 
Bryson DeChambeau went from No. 99 

to No. 5 on the strength of four wins. Woods 
started at No. 656 and winds up at No. 13. In 
those cases, they were low enough to make 
up ground in a hurry. For players just outside 
the top 10, making up ground requires win- 
ning and having a stcady dict of chances. Day 
had only the two wins. He never reached the 
18th hole with an opportunity to win at any 
other tournament 

What bothered him more was his perfor- 
mance in the majors. His best fimish m the 
last two ycars was a tic for ninth in the 2017 
PGA Championship 
“When you don't play well in the majors. 

when you don’t finish well in the FedEx 
Cup, that’s disappointing to me,” he said. “1 
always gear mysclf around playing well in 
the majors, and the last couple of years have 
been pretty hard” 
He starts up again in two weeks at Kapalua 

for the Sentry Tournament of Champions, 
which hc missed last year. He wants to start 
well again and make up ground. The big test 
will be contending in a major for the first 
time since his runner-up finish in the 2016 
PGA Championship at Baltusrol 
More than anything, he wants to sec if 

he can dedicate himsclf to a big ycar on the 
course and at home 

“You have to lcam balance.” he said. “If 
you want to get to No. | in the world, you 
have to be super selfish. When that apne 
you're sacrificing family. you're sacrificing 
friends, you're sacrificing everything clse 
other than golf” 
He chuckled and said. “I wouldn't mind 

seeing the divorce rate on No. | players in the 
world.” 
Day has known only onc way to play his 

best golf — with a relentless, methodical 
work ethic. Now he wants to find his path 
with a wife and three kids along for the nde 

Even if that means giving up a few hours 
of sleep 

“1 don’t sleep well, anyway.” he said 

AP source: Wilson Ramos, 

Mets agree to $19M, 2-year deal 
By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The New 
York Mets have agreed 10 a 
$19 millon, two-year con- 
tract with free agent catcher 
Wilson Ramos, according 
10 a person familiar with the 
negotiations 
The agreement signals an 

end to the Mets” pursuit of 
Marlins catcher J.T. Real- 
muto. Instcad, New York 
turned 10 a two-time All-Star 
coming off a strong year, 
with the Tampa Bay Rays 
and Philadelphia Phillics 
The person spoke to The 
Associated Press on condi 
tion of anonymity Sunday 

Seth Wenig/AP 

New York Mets catcher Wilson Ramos butions up his new jersey 
during a news conference at Citi Field, Tuesday. in New York 
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Bubba wants to be at 
Presidents Cup as an assistant 
By Doug Ferguson 

Associated Press 

NASSAU, Bahamas 
Bubba Watson ends the year 
at No. 12 in the Presidents 
Cup standings, and his 
mission is to be at Royal 
Melbourne one year from 
now 

But not necessarily as a 
player. 

Watson was asked during 
the Hero World Challenge 
what would make a good 
2019, and he didn't hesitate 

“1 have been bugging Mr 
Tiger Woods about being a 
vice captain for Australia” 
Watson said. “1 would love 
the honor of doing that 
again. The reason why is | 
feel like | can service. For 
me personally, | have more 
enjoyment serving 12 guys 
than playing” 
He has expenence in that 

role 
Watson was No. 7 in the 

world ranking, and No. 9 in 
the Ryder Cup standings, 
when he was left off the 
team. Davis Love [ll wound 
up bringing him to Hazeltine 
as another vice captain, and 
Watson thrived in his role 

Watson, whose 12 
victories on the PGA Tour 
include two Masters and two 
World Golf Championships, 
has played on only two 
Presidents Cup teams (5-3-2 
record), compared with four 
Ryder Cup teams 

“1 always bug Tiger.” 
Watson said. “He says, 
‘You need to be playing’ 
I said, ‘Look, man, we've 
never won a Ryder Cup 
with me playing. but we've 
won when | wasn't playing 
So me and you need to be 
captain and vice captains.’ 
That's our joke. I've told 
him, ‘Listen, I'll do anything 
to help you if you want me 
If you don’t, that's fine ™ 

Swedish connection 
Henrik Stenson was 

bound to disappoint at one 
tournament last year when 
the Nordea Masters in 
Sweden was moved to the 
same week as the Wyndham 
Championship in North 
Carolina, where he was the 
defending champion. He 
chose North Carolina out of 
respect to the title defense 

This year 1sn’t much 
better 

Because of the more com- 
pact PGA Tour schedule to 
finish ahead of football sca 
son, the Tour Championship 
will be held Aug 22-25 
Just his luck, that's the same 
week as his hometown event 
now called the Scandinavian 
Invitational 

“I will be playing golf that 
week. Where it's going to 
be, | can’t tell you,” Stenson 
said. “In a way, | hope it's 
going to be at East Lake 
But if that doesn’t come 10 
fruition, | will be playing in 
Gothenburg. Sweden, that 

That's about the time 

Stenson’s family retums 
10 America. They live in 
Orlando, Flonda, and when 
the three children get out 
of school in late May, they 
head to their summer home 
in Sweden for 10 weeks 
That's where Stenson makes 
his base when he plays. He 
typically will spend three 
weeks in Sweden after the 
U.S. Open, and a couple 
of weeks after the British 
Open 

But they rarely get home 
for the holidays, for good 
reason. Stenson says the 
weather around Christmas in 
southern Sweden typically 
1s in the mid-30s with gray 
conditions and rain 

“That's why we've been 
skiing in Utah,” he said 

Stenson and wife Emma, 
who had to choose as a girl 
between skiing and golf (she 
played at South Carolina), 
have gone skiing in Sweden 
since 2012. Before that, they 
went skiing indoors near 
their home in Dubai because 
they were just starting 10 

teach their oldest daughter, 
Lisa 

‘So I've been skiing in 
Utah, Sweden and Dubai.” 
Stenson said, pausing to 
smile before adding, “and 
almost Tucson ™ 

That would be Tucson. 
Anzona, where the opening 
round in 2013 was post 
poned by snow 

The PGA Tour event in 
the Cahfornia desert no 
longer has “Bob Hope™ in 
the title, but it’s also missing 
a corporate name 
What had been the 

CareerBuilder Challenge 
the past three years, and the 
Humana Challenge the four 
years before that, 1s now 
simply the Desert Classic 
Tournament officials an 
nounced Monday that Work 
day would be the presenting 
Sponsor. 

It will be only the fourth 
time since 1985S that the 
tournament does not have a 
corporate sponsorship in its 

name. Workday has a per- 
sonal endorsem~nt with Phil 
Mickelson, whe “mains in 
his role as a “tournament 
ambassador” 

The LPGA Tour, mean- 
while. picked up a key title 
sponsorship for one of its 
majors 

Amenican International 
Group signed a five-year 
deal to be sponsor what now 
1s called the AIG Women's 
British Open, taking over af- 
ter Ricoh did not renew. The 
major is owned by the Royal 
& Ancient and sanctioned 
by the LPGA Tour and 
Ladies European Tour. 

It will be played next year 
on Aug 1-4 at Woburn, and 
1t will be the final major of 
the year. 

Americans in Asia 
Kurt Kitayama became 

the latest American who is 
getting his start on the other 

side of the world 
Kitayama, who grew 

up in Chico, Califorma, 
and played college golf at 
UNLY, won the Mauritius 
Open on Sunday, a touma 
ment sanctioned by the Fu- 
ropean, Asian and Sunshine 
tours. He had just eamed 
his European Tour card at 
qualifying school 
He started out on the Web. 

com Tour for the second 
part of 2016 and all of 2017 
before trying the Asian Tour 
this year 

“It’s been a different jour. 
ney for me,” said Kitayama, 
who went up nearly 1,000 
spots in the world ranking 
to No. 198 this week. “It’s 
been really exciting, being 
able to travel all over the 
globe, and I'm going to 
continue to travel more.” 

John Catlin (New 
Mexico) won three times 
and Paul Peterson (Oregon 
State) won once on the 
Asian Tour 

Jeffrey Kang (USC), 
Charlie Saxon (Oklahoma), 
Joseph Winslow (South 
Flonda) and Kevin Techaka 
nokboon (Long Beach 
State) won on the PGA Tour 

China Series 
INDIANA BOUND 

The Web.com Tour 
Championship 1s leaving 
Flonda after six years and 
headed north to Indiana 

United Leasing & 
Finance will be the present 
ing sponsor next year and 
is part of a 10-year deal to 
play the season-ending event 
at Victona National Golf 
Club in Newburgh, Indiana 
United Leasing & Finance 
already 1s a title sponsor of 
a Web.com event at Victona 
National in late April. The 
tour said it will be a replaced 
by a new tournament, with 
an announcement due in 
January 

The Web.com Tour 
Championship, the final 
event of a four-tournament 
senies that awards PGA Tour 
cards to 25 players, has been 
at Atlantic Beach Country 
Club the last three years 
one year was wiped out by a 
hurmcane and the previ- 
ous three years at the Dye 
Valley course on the TPC 
Sawgrass. 

Stat of the week 
In the 11 times Tiger 

Woods played his World 
Challenge at Sherwood 
Country Club, he won five 
times, was runner-up four 
times and only once finished 
worse than fourth In the 
four times he has played 
since it left Sherwood, he 
has fimshed a combined 69 
shots out of the lead 

The next field I'm play 
ng 1s also not very big and 
also on an island. So a lot 
mn common” Jon Rahm, 
after winning agamst an 
18-man ficld in the Baha 
mas, looking ahead to the 
winners-only field on Maw 

because the deal has not been 
announced and 1s pending a 
physical 
Hc would get $8.25 mil- 

hon next year and $9 25 in 
2020, and the Mets would 
have a $10 milhon option 
with a $1.5 millon buyout 
The 31-year-old Ramos 

batted 306 with 15 home 
runs and an 845 OPS last 
season, ranking fifth among 
catchers in Wins Above 
Replacement at 2.4, via 
Fangraphs 
New York officials met 

last week with Ramos at the 
winter meetings in Las Vegas 
and with Yasmani Grandal, 
another free agent catcher. m 
Anzona. Ramos became the 
pronty for the Mets, partly 
because of compensation 
required for signing Grandal, 
who tumed down a $17.9 
million qualifying offcr from 
the Los Angeles Dodgers. If 
New York had signed Gran- 
dal, the Mets would have 
forfened their second-highest 
pick in next June's ama- 
teur draft and $500,000 of 

micrmational signing bonus 
allocation in 2019-20 

The Mects also discussed a 
possible trade for Realmuto 
but decided the players nt 
would have had to give up m 
a swap were (oo high a cost 
Ramos crosses another 

em of the to-do hist of new 
general manager Brodic Van 
Wagcenen. The former agent 
acquired All-Star second 
bascman Robson Cano 
and closer Edwin Draz from 
Seattle and also brought 
back former New York 
closer Jeurys Farmha on a 
$30 million. three-year deal 
The icam may sll pursuc an 
upgrade in center ficld and a 
left-handed rehiever. 
Ramos 1s expected 10 be 

New York's pnmary catcher. 
with Travis d"Amaud and 
Kevin Plawecki as possible 
backups. D’Amaud, who 
turns 30 m F , has 
been on the disabled list in 
five straight scasons as inju- 
nies limited him to 366 major 
league games, an average of 
73 per scason 

D’Amaud was 3 for 1S 
(.200) with onc homer and 
three RBIs in four games this 
year when he felt ughtness 
m his nght clbow during 
pregame dnlls m Miami. He 
was sent to New York and 
had an MRI that revealed a 
tom ulnar collateral higa- 
ment. Mets medical director 
Dr David Ahchek performed 
Tommy John surgery on 
April 17 
Ramos made the Al 

All-Star cam in this year 
but missed the game with a 
hamstring 1ssuc, and injurics 
have been a problem for him 
the past few years. Most no- 
tably, he tore his night AC1 
at the end of a breakout 2016 
scason with the Washington 
Nationals, likely costing 
himself milhons of dollars as 
a free agent that offscason 
He ended up with Tampa 
Bay with a $12.5 million, 
two-year deal and camed 
an additional $2 million 
this year as an escalator for 
making 55 starts at catcher 
mn 2017 

Minnesota Twins’ Joe Mauer 
heads home after hus solo home 
run July 20. 2016 during the first 
inning of a baseball game against 
the Detrost Tigers, in Detroit. The 
Minnesota Twins will retire Joe 
Mauer's No. 7 jersey next season 
moving swiftly with the prestigious 

honor for the six-time All-Star 
who recently firushed a 15-year 
mayor league career 

Twins to retire Mauer’s No 7 jersey next season 
By Dave Campbell 

Associated Press 

ST PAUL, Minn The Minnesota 
Twins will retire Joe Mauer’s No. 7 jersey 
next season, moving swiftly to honor the 
six-time All-Star who retired after a 15- 
year major league career. 
The Twins surprised Mauer with the an- 

nouncement while he was being celebrat- 
ed at an all-student assembly at his alma 

mater Cretin-Derham Hall High School on 

RANGERS 

Tuesday 
Mauer will become the eighth former 

Twins player or manager with a retired 
number, joining Harmon Killebrew (3), 
Rod Carew (29), Tony Oliva (6), Kent 
Hrbek (14), Kirby Puckett (34), Bert 
Blyleven (28) and Tom Kelly (10). Jackie 
Robinson (42) has had his number retired 
by all major league teams 

Oliva, Hrbek, Blyleven and Kelly en- 
tered the gym during the ceremony Hrbek 
took the podium and turned to Mauer to 
reveal the news. 

Brian Agler hired to coach WNBA’s Dallas Wings 

By The Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, — Brian Agler is the 
new coach of the WNBA's Dallas Wings 
The team announced the hire on Tues- 

day. Agler resigned as the head coach of 
the Los Angeles Sparks last month, saying 
he was ready for a new challenge. 

He's the all-time winningest coach m 
U.S. women's professional basketball with 

315 regular-season victories He's the first 
coach in league history to win titles with 

two teams: Agler guided the Seattle Storm 
to the 2010 WNBA championship and Los 
Angeles to the 2016 title 
The 60-year-old coach had an 85-51 

career mark with the Sparks, including 19- 
15 in the regular season before they lost in 
the second round of the playoffs this year. 
He takes over a franchise in Dallas that 

has question marks — MVP runner-up 
Liz Cambage of Australia is undecided 
about returning and star guard Skylar 
Diggins-Smith announced in October 
she’s pregnant 

From IC 

said 
Daniels said the Rang- 

ers have been interested in 
Lynn since he was in col- 
lege at Ole Miss, and even 
tried to acquire him from 
the Cardinals in the sum- 
mer of his rookie season 
Lynn now can have a 

more traditional offseason 
while preparing for spring 
training. Rangers pitch- 
ers and catchers report to 

Arizona on Feb. 12 
“Just knowing where 

you are going to be gives 
you a peace of mind. | am 
looking forward to that, 
getting things situated so 
1 don’t have to kind of 
show up on the fly and get 
ready for season,” Lynn 
said. “I'm really looking 
forward to that and being a 
part of something here ™ 
Before the Rangers 

move into a new stadium 
in 2020, Lynn will get 

one season on the mound 
where he was the winner of 
Game 3 of the 2011 World 
Series after he pitched 2 
1-3 innings in relief as the 
Cardinals won 16-7. That 
was the game when Albert 
Pujols hit three home runs 
“Somewhere I'm going 

10 be on a stat sheet for 
that. I'll take that,” Lynn 
said. “Two games later, | 
was called in to intention- 
ally walk someone. So I've 
got that going for me, too” 



MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2018 

Be sure to check out Sunday’s edition to read weekly 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

TRUSTED 
VALUED 

9:30 | 10 em 10:30 [ 11pm | 11:30 

ESSENTIAL 
Lifelong. Learning. 

DOING THE MOST GOODY 

The Salvation Army 

300 S Baird St. 

Midland, TX 79701 

PR
EM
IU
M 

for children & families 

Providing counseling for 
those in need, for children 

and adults, regardless of 

432-683-3614 

HELPING 
PEOPLE 

level of income. 
HELP 

Counseling emphasizes 
support and healing of 

individuals and families 

3701 Andrews Highway 

THEMSELVES 

Midland, Texas 79703 

432.570.1084 

www.cenlerstx.org 

Keass a, 

1101 E Garden Ln, Midland 

437-682-9701 
casadeamigosmidiand_org 

Big Brothers 
Big Sisters. 

1611 W Texas Ave. 

Midland, TX 79701 

(432) 683-1114 
Mentoring children 
for a better Midland 

BUILDING 

POWERFUL 

WOMEN 

* Professionally 
* Personally 

* Positively 

JOIN US! 

MIDLAND 

NEED TO 

READ 

Older Adults & 

Baby Boomers 

Volunteer here 

to meet 

ReSTORE 

Call for donation 
pick-up. 

Open to the public. 
your needs 

Call Today 
info@midlandneedtoread org 

2701 North A Street 

Tues.-Sat. 

8:30-4:30. 

432-687-0195 

Change the Path of » Pet's Life” 
Come shop our store. 

4206 W. Loop 250 

- Midland. TX 79707 

(Inside PetSmart) 

432-520-3134 ext. 7 
432-689-6693 
Seniorlinkmidiand.org 

www.midlandhumane.org 
LIKE us on Facebook 

432-682-9693 
709 W Wall St. 

305 E. Texas 

432-682-9606 

Midland. TX 

432.695.9901 

Sparks fail fo fly form mom 
dating her perfect match 

DEAR ABBY: | have a close 
friend who is in her mid-30s. 
She's a wonderful, divorced, 
hardworking Christian mother 
of four who has finally ventured 
back to the dating scene. She's 
currently seeing a guy who in 
all respects is perfect for her, 
she says. Unfortunately, when it 
comes to romance, for some rea- 
son she can’t seem to get aroused, 
and it’s now at a point where she 
avoids his kiss if possible 
She really likes him and would 

love for this to work and feels 
conflicted because she doesn't 
know how to “light her fire” and 
find him intimately attractive 
She's afraid she'll eventually push 
him away even she wants 
the exact opposite. Any advice | 
can pass along? — NEEDING A 
FRIEND IN THE SOUTHWEST 
DEAR NEEDING: Your friend . 

needs to understand why she’s 
having a problem “getting her 
fire lit” Could it be related to 
her divorce? Her feelings about 
premarital intimacy? Has she seen 
her doctor to rule out a physi- 
cal cause? Or could it be that 
although he looks good on paper, 
there's simply no chemistry? 

tant part of marriage, she needs 
to be honest with herself about 
why she’s reacting the way she is. 
If this isn’t the only man this has 
happened with, and she can't find 

DEAR ABBY 
Write Dear Abby at www. Dear Abby com or PO Box 

69440. Los Angeles. CA 90069. Her column is distributed 
by Universal Press Syndicate. 

the answers within herself, some 
sessions with a licensed mental 
health professional may be in 
order. 

DEAR ABBY: My husband 
mvited his good friend (an artist) 
to stay with us for two nights 
because he is coming to our city 
to give a speech. He accepted. 
We tried to contact him two 

weeks ago, one week ago, three 
days ago, yesterday and this 
moming to find opt what time 
he'll arrive so we can plan our 
schedule and prepare the food. 
He still hasn't gotten back to us 
I had planned to go to church and 
a concert afterward. My husband 
doesn’t want me to leave. 

| am very frustrated about the 
man’s lack of consideration. My 
husband considers him a good 
friend, but afier the way we are 

treated, I'm not convinced. 
~ STILL WAITING IN 

CALIFORNIA 
DEAR WAITING: | don't 

friends don't treat each other so 
rudely. They answer their mes— 
sages and show up when they're 
expected. Unless the man was in 
the hospital, solitary confinement 
or dead, there's no excuse for his 
poor manners. Because your hus- 
band considers him a good friend, 
he should have stayed home to 
welcome “the artist™ and let you 
off the hook 

DEAR ABBY: My son and 
daughter-in-law are “horrified” 
that we refer to our 3-year-old 
grandson's penis using the correct 
terminology. Should we relent 
and refer to that part of his body 
as something else? — UNSURE 
IN THE SOUTH 
DEAR UNSURE: Not in 

my opinion. Children should be 
taught the correct terms for their 
body parts as soon as they are 
aware enough to identify — and 
pronounce — them. To do this 
V0) IHeGSHs EOufiich 404 pin: 
sibly embarrassment later. 

GOREN BRIDGE 

With Bob Jones 

Judicious use of spots 

Nether vuinerable, South deals 

WEST 
ake 
O Ved 
OAJINB64I 3am 
s1098 563 

240¢ 
QAKQING2 
O Ved 
SAK 

TH 
» 

NORTH EAST 
Pam 

] Pas 
Al pus 

Opening lead: Ten of & 

North's four-diamond cue bid was 

probably 100 much, but he thought that 

five-card support. the ruffing value in 

clubs, and the king of diamonds sitting 

behind the diamond bidder was enough 

10 show some sign of life. Also, he 

probably knew how wel his partner 
could play 2 hand. 

South won the opening club lead 

with hus ace and stopped 10 make a 

plan. He did not want to stake the 

contract on a spade finesse, so he came 

up with something much better. He 

led the two of hearts to dummy’s four 
a trick two, drawing trumps. A low 

diamond was ruffed with the ace of 

hearts, and then South climmated clubs 

by cashing the king and ruffing his last 

club m dummy. 

Dummy s remaming low diamond 

was ruffed with the king of hearts 

The six of hearts was led to dummy 's 

seven 

South led dummy s king of dia- 

monds and discarded his low spade. 

West won with his ace, but he wasn't 

happy about it. Rather than yield a 

ruff-shuff, West shified 10 a low spade, 

but declarer had the queen, not East, 

and South quickly claimed the balance 

This was a beautifully played hand, 

taking full advantage of the spot cards 

in the trump suit. 
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TODAY'S COMICS SPONSORED BY 

i : The wiseman built his house on a rock HARV 
ROOFING.2 Then he hired Hartman to roof it!!! ROOFING.2 
432-522-1 1 1 7 All Types of Roof and Roof repair ® Free Estimates Mention this ad. and receive $300.00 

QUALITY, INTEGRITY, EXPERIENCE Commercial ® Residential off a full roofing job or $50.00 off any 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!!! www.HartmanRoofing.com repair of $200.00 or more 
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BECOME A FEATURED BUSINESS 
432-687-8894 

ANTIQUES MORTGAGE REAL ESTATE 3 

A VINTAGE INSPIRED [SEEN 7 | NG 
Real Estate 
Company 

© B25180286 SL 

ki } : — MIDLAND — hod ore CHOICE 
Rt E RA AL BSIATE 

an SOU] SRE sE TERS SiN THE DOSS TEAM 
~~ 

ZA ad, 175 MT 

57 Healthy Water Systems 
by Good Technologies, 1c TX NURSES 

UNLIMITED ; Whole House Filtration 
SS ivOme on HH Uses No Salt & Removes Chlorine 1020 E. ANDREWS HIGHWAY Midiandoo., : www.GoodTechnologies. 

WENDIE McCORCLE. RN 

PRIVATE OWI ON 432-682-1111 
fimited com 3 www.retmidland.com 

Find Local Business Listings in the 

Midland, Texas Area 

Midland Reporter-Telegram 
mI txcom 



MIDLAND REPORTER-TE 

Textures & Fabric LTD is now Hiring! 
Looking for a Customer Services Rep 

Job Includes: 

* Answering incoming calls from customers needing assistance in 

*Answer questions, give explanation, and solve problems for 

customers 
“Complete special projects as assigned Send resume to 

pYjob001@aol.com 

Experienced Medical Assistant 

Experienced Medical Assistant Needed 
Must be bilingual. Available M-F. 

Please call 432-520-4305 or fax resume to 432-699-0773 

SIGN ON BONUS 

Be In Business for Yourself 
With No Money Down 

The Midlond Reporter Telegrom’s Circulation Department is 
looking for independent contractors to deliver newspapers to 
home delivery subscribers in Midiand city & county areas 

Applicants must be dependable, service oriented to provide 
excellent service to our readers. You must also be available 
early morning hour's 7-days a week [Our Distribution Centers 
open as early as 1:30 om with route delivery deadlines of 6 
om during the week and 7 om on Sunday]. Compensation is 
dependent on route size ond the number of copies delivered 
with the approximate gross profit potential between $250 
$630 every 2 weeks for 2 ¥2 -3 hours per doy. The successhd 
opplicont must be oble to work independently of direct 

supervision 

Applicants must have o dependable vehicle, valid driver's 
license and proof of insurance 

For more information ond 10 be considered for a route please 
contact the Midlond Reporter Telegrom representative listed 
below. 

Adam Kahle 
432-238-4998 

Oscar 
43246879001 

AM, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2018 
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Employment ads by: 

© 432.682.6999 

QO 4326826222 

aco MIL. 

Midland Reporter Telegram 

CIRCULATION CLERK 

The purpose of this position is to assist Circulation department 
in reaching goals for start pressure, volumes. retention. single 

copy, and customer service. The primary function of the 
Circulation Clerk is to handle administrative functions of the 
department including tracking and analysis. 

Maintain reports for Circulation including racking of start pressure. 
volumes. service and collection statistics. and retention for all properties. 

In West Texas primarily the Plainview Herald and Midland Reporter 
Telegram. Report retum information 10 the Accounting department on 

a timely basis for Plainview Herald and the MRT 

Process customer and DSM written and email comespondence. and 
respond 10 ther phone inquiries. Work with the call center 10 resolve 

Customer complaints as well as helping walk in Customer's in 
reference to their account 

Work with customers and delivery staff 10 resolve delivery questions and 
service issues for our West Texas properties. 

Special projects and administrative support tasks assigned by 
Circulation Managers as needed 

Designated back-up for other Circulation & Finance support staff 
members as needed 

Able to react to change productively and handle other 
essential tasks as assigned 

In order 10 communicate with company personnel and customers 

English is vital 

College degree or equivalent years of experience in office 
management or related areas required. 

Proficient computer skills including Microsoft Office package 
{Excel, Word, PowerPoint and Access). experience in data entry 

‘and typing speed minimum ISwpm required. 

Customer Service Skills, computer skills, analytical skifls. Must be goal 
ortented. energetic and have good time management and 

organizational skis. Must be able 10 react 10 change productively 

This position is instrumental in analyzing data. interacting with al 
Gepartment personnel and resciving Customer problems. 

Sign-On Bonus 

Sond resumes to sheckier@hesrsing com 

House Cleaner 
needed $600 Weekly, Working Days. 

Monday and Friday Time Schedule: 8AM - 3PM 
Email. jnrvierbenny 1 8888@outiook com 

Manager & Cashiers 
Smoker's Outlet has SIGNING BONUS for MANAGER TRAINEE & 

CASHIERS Full-time & Part-time position must have own transportation 

Apply in person Mon-Fri 8-5 at ether store 
5000 E University, Ste 11, Odessa, Tx & 312 N Midland Dr, Midland, TX 

Diesel Mechanics 
Job Opportunity Presto Oilfield Services are seeking to hire Diesel 

Mechanics with COL 10 work on heavy equipment. Must have 2 years 

expenencee in a sindar position. Interested candidates may send ther 

Drug Testing 

Monday- Friday wioccasional weekend work. 

Benefits include 401K & Medical 

$$ Paid Holidays $$ 
Apply @ Owl Energy Services, 2052 Commerce St, Midland, 

Texas 79703. Between 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

NO PER DIAM 
NO TELEPHONE CALLS ACCEPTED, MUST COME TO IN AND 

FILL OUT APPLICATION. BRING ID's with You. 

Hirng experienced heavy equipment operators for oitfield dirt work 

2+ years O&G experience required. Dozer. trackhoe, loader positions 
available Pay DOE. Health, vision, and dental insurance 100% pad! 

Apply in person: 9400 S. Service Rd. Coshoma, TX. 
or call 432-394-4604 for more information 

Wash & Lube Positions 
Mighty Wash NOW Hiring Full/Part Time Positions. 

Wash & Lube 3314 N Loop 250 

Or email danied@mighty-wash com or online mighty wash com 

& 
Great atihude and desire 10 be part of the Domino's team » must! 
Must be 18 years of age or older with # 900d driving record 
Valid Driver's License 
Your own vehicle with insurance 
£m hourly wage plus. Ips and mileage. Great drivers can sam 
$18-525 per hour with a great stitude and hustle 
Full Sme & Part-time positions avaliable with Sexible hours 

CASHIERS. PREP COOKS, LINE COOKS AND DISHWASHERS 

Groat frst job for student over 16 years oid 
£m 8 512 hourty wage with quick raise opportunities 
Full time & Pant-me positions avaleble 

APPLY ONLINE at JOSS.DOMINOS COM 
or any of the 10 Midland & Odesss locations 

1307 N Loop 250 - Midland 
3300 W Winole - Midland 
4519 N Garfield - Midland 

604 N Big Spring St - Midland 
503 1-20 - Midland 

3111 Faudres Rd - Odense 
980 E 87% St - Odense 
1108 E 42nd St - Odense 

Technical Service & Field Sales 
JAW Services and Equipment Co. is seeking a Technical Service 

and Field Sales rep for our Raider Electric Feed Thru division (a BIW 
Distributor) 2+ yrs experience preferred but willing 1 rain. Benefits 
include health. dental & We ins. Vacation & Sick pay. Opportunities to 
‘sam commissions and quality bonuses. Participation in 401k after one 

year. Stop at 3510 E Hwy 158 in Midland’ online 

Answer Your Calling 
Browse Dozens of Rewarding Career Opportunities for 

Animal Lovers Educators 

TEXASIEZZT®»WORK.COM | 

Caretakers 

432.682.6222 



The City Council of the City of Midiand. 
Texas, will hold a public hearing at 10.00 
am on Tuesday. January 8. 2019, in the 
Council Chamber, City Hall, 300 North 
Loraine, on a request by Permian Deep 
Rock Oil Co. LLC (Rebel #H155SS) for 
a Permit to Drill an Ol and Gas Well in- 
side the City Limits on the following de- 
scribed property: Located 110° FSL and 
2.092 FEL, Section 2. Block 39. T-2-S, 
T&P RR CO Survey, Midland County, 
Texas 

LOCATION: Generally located 2.092 feet 
west of South Lamesa Road and 170 

feet south of 1-20 

The meeting facility is accessible to disa- 

Rock Ol Co . LLC (Rebel #H160MS) for 
a Permit to Drill an Oil and Gas Well in- 
side the City Limits on the following de- 
scribed property. Located 110° FSL and 
2427 FEL. Section 2, Block 39, T-2.S, 
T&P RR CO Survey, Midland County, 
Texas 

LOCATION: Generally located 2.422 feet 
west of South Lamesa Road and 170 

feet south of 1-20 

The meeting facility is accessible to disa- 

The City Council of the City of Midland, 
Texas, will hold a public hearing at 10-00 
am on Tuesday, January 8, 2019, in the 
Council Chamber, City Hall, 300 North 
Loraine, on a request by Permian Deep 
Rock Oil Co.. LLC (Rebel #H130WB) for 
a Permit to Drill an Of and Gas Well in- 
side the City Limits on the following de- 
scribed property. Located 110° FSL and 

230° FEL, Section 2, Block 39, T-2-S, 
T&P RR CO Survey. Midland County. 
Texas 

LOCATION: Generally located 230 feet 
west of South Lamesa Road and 170 

feet south of 1-20 

assifieds@mrt.com 

Loraine, on a request by Permian Deep 
Rock Of Co. LLC (Rebel #H130MS) for 
a Permit to Drill an Of and Gas Well in- 
side the City Limits on the following de- 
scribed property Located 110° FSL and 
260° FEL. Section 2, Block 39, 1-2-8, 
TAP RR CO Survey, Midland County, 
Texas 

LOCATION: Generally located 260 feet 
west of South Lamesa Road and 170 

feet south of I-20 

bled persons A wheeichair entry ramp is. 
located at the southeast entrance to City 
Hall. A parking space designated for use 

by disabled persons is available near the 
southeast entrance doors Any disabled 

have an interpreter should request serv- 
ices through the Administrative Services 
Department at least 48 hours prior to the 
scheduled meeting by contacting Comph- 
ance Coordinator for the City of Midland, 
at (432) 685-7251 H communication via 
TDD is required. please call 1-800-735. 
2989 

at (432) 685-7251 
TDO is required, please call 1-800-735- 
2989 

CITY OF MIDLAND 
Amy M_ Tumer, MMC 

City Secretary 

CITY OF MIDLAND 
Amy M. Turner, MMC 

City Secretary 

RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS 
OIL AND GAS DIVISION 

DISTRICT 7C Rule 37 Case No 0315232 
DATE OF ISSUANCE: Dec 10, 2018 Status/Permit No 844916 
NOTICE OF PROTEST DEADLINE 500 PM. Jan 14. 2018 

Austin. Texas 78711-2967 
Fax (512) 463-6780 
Email SWR3I7T@RRC TEXAS GOV 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the PARSLEY ENERGY OPERATIONS, LLC. [RRC 
Operator No 642652] has made application for a spacing exception permit under the 
provisons of Rauiroad Commission Statewide Rule 37 (16 Tex Admin Code section 
337). Applicant seeks exception fo the LEASE LINE requirement for the AMENDED 
NEW DRILL permit in Sec 17. Bk 39 TSS. TAP RR CO Survey, A431. SPRABERRY 
(TREND AREA) and SPRABERRY (TREND AREA) R 40 EXC Fields. UPTON County. 
being 9 7 miles SW direction from MIDKIFF Texas 

PURSUANT TO THE TERMS of Railroad Commission rues and reguiations. this apph- 
cation may be granted WITHOUT A HEARING ff no protest 10 the apphcation is re- 
coved within the deadline An afleciad person is entitled 10 protest this apphcation 
Affected persons include owners of record and the operator or lessees of record of 
adjacent tracts and tracts nearer 10 the proposed well than the minimum lease ine 
spacing distance If a heanng is Called. the apphcant has the burden to prove the need 
for an exception. A Protestant should be prepared 10 establish standing as an affected 
person. and to appear at the hearing either in person or by qualified representative and 
protest the apphcation with cross-axamination or presentaton of a direct case The 
rules of evidence are applicable in the heanng If you have any questions regarding the 
heanng procedure. please contact the Commmsion's Docket Services Department at 
(512)463-6848. If you have questions which are specific 10 the Apphcation or the infor. 
maton set forth in thes Notice, please contact the Commission's Drilling Permit Unit at 
rule 37 (5124636751 

IF YOU WISH TO REQUEST A HEARING ON THIS APPLICATION, AN INTENT TO 
APPEAR IN PROTEST MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE RAILROAD COMMISSION'S 
AUSTIN OFFICE AT THE ADDRESS, FAX NUMBER, OR E-MAIL ADDRESS SET 
OUT ABOVE BY Jan 14, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. F NO PROTEST IS RECEIVED WITHIN 
SUCH TIME, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR RIGHT TO PROTEST AND THE REQUESTED 
PERMIT MAY BE GRANTED ADMINISTRATIVELY. 

THIS NOTICE OF APPLICATION REQUIRES PUBLICATION 

The location and identity of the well is as Shown below 

FIELD SPRABERRY (TREND AREA) 

Leasa/Unt Name 
Lease/Unt Well No 430TH 

Lease/Unt Acres 972 01 

Nearest Lease Line (1) 10 
Nearest Well on Lease (f) 10 

ELLE 20.290 

Lease Lines 
Survey Lines 

Weltbore Profile(s) Horizontal 

INOFSL 

30O0FSL 
22100F WL 

23100F WL 

I0O0FSL 

23100F WL 

Block 39 T7558 TSS Abstract 437 

600 FSOUTHL 
21000 F WEST L 
600 FSOUTHL 
21000 F WEST L 

FIELD SPRABERRY (TREND AREA) R 40 EXC 

Lease/Unt Name 
Lease/Unt Weil No 430TH 
Leasa/Unit Acres 97201 
Nearest Lease Line (1) 10 
Nearest Well on Lease (ft) 10 

ELLIE 20.290 

300FSL 
300FSL 

100F WL 

22100F WL 

3900 FSL 
22100F WL 

Block 39 T58 Abstract 437 

800 FSOUTHL 
21000 F WEST L 
800 FSOUTHL 
21000 F WEST L 

Fiaid Rules for ALL fields on the permit application are as follows 

SPRABERRY (TREND AREA) Special Rules 330/0. 80 0 acres 

SPRABERRY (TREND AREA) R 40 EXC Special Rules 3300. 80 0 acres. 

This weil is 10 be drilled 10 an approximate depth of 9950 fest 

¥ you have questions regarding this application, please contact the Applicant's 
representative, Johnnethan Washington, st (512)8008855. 

The meeting facility is accessible to disa- 

ol (432) 685-7251 
TDD is required. please call 1-800-735- 
2989 

ot (432) 685-7251 
TDD is required. please call 1-800-735- 

2089 

CITY OF MIDLAND 
Amy M. Turner, MMC 

City Secretary 

CITY OF MIDLAND 
Amy M_ Turner, MMC 

City Secretary 

RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS 
OIL AND GAS DIVISION 

DISTRICT 7C Rule 37 Case No 0315231 
DATE OF ISSUANCE Dec 10, 2018 Status/Permit No 844913 
NOTICE OF PROTEST DEADLINE 5:00 PM. Jan 14, 2018 
Address: Rairoad Commission of Texas 

ATTN: Drifing Permit Unit 
P O Box 12967 
Austin, Texas 78711-2067 

Fax (512) 463-6780 
Email SWR37@RRC TEXAS GOV 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the PARSLEY ENERGY OPERATIONS. LLC. RRC Opers- 
for No 642852] has made application for 8 Spacing exceplion permit under the provisions of 
Raroad Commission Statewide Rule 37 (16 Tex Admin Code section 3 37) Applicant seeks 
exception 10 the LEASE LINE requirement for the AMENDED NEW DRILL permit in Sec 17 
Bk 30 TSS, TAP RR CO Survey. A431. SPRABERRY (TREND AREA) and SPRABERRY 
(TREND AREA) R 40 EXC Fields. UPTON County. being 97 miles SW direction from 
MIDKIFF Toxas 

PURSUANT TO THE TERMS of Railroad Commission nies and regulations. this apph- 
cation may be granted WITHOUT A HEARING ff no protest to the application is re- 
coved within the deadline An affected person is entitled to protest this application 
Affected persons inchude owners of record and the operator or lessees of record of 
adjacent tracts and iracts nearer 10 the proposed wel than the mimum lease ine 
spacing distance If a hearing is called. the apphcant has the burden 10 prove the need 
for an exception A Protestant should be prepared (0 establish standing as an affected 
person. and 10 appear at the heanng edher in person or by qualified representative and 
protest the appication with Cross-examnation or presentation of a dwect case The 
rules of evidence are apphcable in the hearing If you have any questions regarding the 
hearing procedure. please contact the Commission's Docket Services Department at 
(512)483-8848. If you have questions which are specific 10 the Application or the infor. 
maton set forth in this Notice. please contact the Commission s Driling Permit Unit at 

The City Council of the City of Midland. 
Texas. will hold a public hearing at 10.00 
am on Tuesday. January 8. 2019, in the 
Council Chamber. City Hall, 300 North 
Loraine, on a request by Permian Deep 
Rock Od Co . LLC (Rebel #H160LS) for a 
Permit to Drill an Oil and Gas Well inside 
the City Limits on the described 
property. Located 110° FSL and 2.452 
FEL, Section 2. Block 39. T-2-S, T&P RR 
CO Survey. Midland County. Texas 

LOCATION Generally located 2.452 feet 
west of South Lamesa Road and 170 

feet south of 1-20 

The meeting facility is accessible to disa- 

Department at least 48 hours prior to the 
scheduled meeting by contacting Comph- 
ance Coordinator for the City of Midland, 
at (432) 685.7251 If communication via 
TDD is required, please call 1-800-735- 
2989 

CITY OF MIDLAND 
Amy M Turmer. MMC 

Cy Secretary 

The City Council of the City of Midland, 
Texas. will hold a public hearing at 10-00 
am on Tuesday. January 8. 2019, in the 
Council Chamber. City Hall. 300 North 
Loraine. on a request by Permian Deep 
Rock Of Co. LLC (Mustang #H110MS) 
for a Permit to Dri an Of and Gas Well 
inside the City Limits on the following de- 
scribed property Located 110 FSL and 
2.33 FWL. Section 2, Block 39, T-2-S, 
TAP RR CO Survey. Midland County. 
Texas : 

LOCATION: Generally located 2.336 feet 
east of Rankin Highway and 170 feet 
south of 1-20 

The meeting faciity is accessible to diss- 

ot (432) 685-7251 
TDD is required. please call 1-800-735- 
2980 

CITY OF MIDLAND 
Amy M. Tumer, MMC 

City Secretary 

rue 37 (5124636751 

F YOU WISH TO REQUEST A HEARING ON THIS APPLICATION, AN INTENT TO 
APPEAR IN PROTEST MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE RAILROAD COMMISSION'S 
AUSTIN OFFICE AT THE ADDRESS, FAX NUMBER, OR E-MAIL ADDRESS SET 
OUT ABOVE BY Jan 14, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. F NO PROTEST IS RECEIVED WITHIN 
SUCH TIME, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR RIGHT TO PROTEST AND THE REQUESTED 
PERMIT MAY BE GRANTED ADMINISTRATIVELY. 

THIS NOTICE OF APPLICATION REQUIRES PUBLICATION 

The location and identity of the well is as shown below 

FIELD SPRABERRY (TREND AREA) 

Lease/Unt Name 

Lease/Unt Weil No 440TH 
Lease/Untt Acres T2201 
Nearest Lease Line (1) 10 
Nearest Well on Lease (t) 1780 

ELLE 20.290 

Lease Lines 
Survey Lines 

4200FSL 
4200FSL 

22100F WL 

22100F WL 

Wafibore Profile(s) Horizontal 

Lateral TH1 

4200 FSL 
22100F WL 

Block 39 158 

800 FSOUTHL 
21000 F WEST L 
800 FSOUTHML 
21000F WEST L 

The City Council of the City of Midland. 
Texas. will hold a public hearing at 1000 
am on Tussday. January 8, 2019, in the 
Council Chamber. City Hall, 300 North 
Loraine. on a request by Permian Deep 
Rock OF Co. LLC (Rebel #413588) for 
a Permit to Drift an OF and Gas Well in- 
wide the City Limits on the following de- 
scribed property Located 110° FSL and 
1.080 FEL. Secton 2 Block 39. T-2.§ 

west of South Lamesa Road and 170 
foot south of 1-20 

The meeting facilty » accessible to disa- 
bled persons A wheeichar entry ramp is 
located at the southeast entrance to City 
Hall A parking space designated for use 
by dimabled persons is avaiable near the 
southeast entrance doors Any deabled 

ot (432) 685.7251 
TDD s required. please call 1-800-735. 
2980 

CITY OF MIDLAND 
Amy M Turner. MMC 

FIELD SPRABERRY (TREND AREA) R 40 EXC 

ELLE 20-200 
440TH 
97201 
10 
1780 

4200FSL 
4200F SL 

2100F WL 

22100F WL 

22100F WL 

Block: 39 T58 Abstract 437 

600 FSOUTHML 
21000 F WEST L 
800 FSOUTHL 
21000 F WEST L 

Fiaid Ruses for ALL fields on the permit application are as follows: 

SPRABERRY (TREND AREA) - Special Ruses 330/0. 80 0 scres 

SPRABERRY (TREND AREA) R 40 EXC Special Rutes 3530/0. 80 0 acres. 

This well is 10 be dried 10 an approximate depth of 10184 feet 

you have questions regarding this application, please contact the Applicant's 
representative. Johnnethen Washington, sf (512)80088565 

The City Council of the City of Midland. 

Rock Off Co. LLC (Rebel #415018) for » 
Permit fo Drift an OF and Gas Well inside 
he City Limits on the folowing described 

property Located 110 FSL and 1.792 
FEL. Section 2, Block 39, 7-2-8, T&P RR 
CO Survey. Midland County. Texas 

LOCATION Generally located 1.792 feet 
west of South Lamess Road and 170 
fest south of 1-20 

The meeting facility is accessible to dies 
bled persons A whesichair entry ramp is 
located st he southeast entrance to City 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

Notice is hereby given that origi- 
nal Letters Testamentary for the Estate 
of Enedina Perez Villa, Deceased, were 
issued to Hector Manuel Villa on Novem- 
ber 30. 2018 in Cause No. P18453, 
pending in the County Court of Midland 
County, Texas. 

All persons having claims against this 
Estate which is curently being adminis- 
tered are required to present them to the 
undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 

NOTICE OF 
SCHEDULED 
ENTRY INTO 

FIELDS 

NOTICE OF 
SCHEDULED 
ENTRY INTO 

FIELDS 

Pursuant to Tex 
Agric Code, ||| Agric Code. 
Sec. 74.117, cot Sec. 74.117, cot- 

ton producers in ton producers 
the Permian Ba- [| in the St Law 
sin Boll Weevil ||| rence Boll Weevil 
Eradication Zone, ||| Eradication Zone. 

which consists of 
Glasscock. Rea- 
gan. Upton, and 

Pursuant to Tex 

Hector Villa 
clo Brandon W. Pinson 
P.O. Box 8530 

Midland, Texas 79708 

DATED the 17th day of Decem- 
ber, 2018 

PINSON LAW FIRM 

By Brandon W. Pinson 

The City Council of the City of Midland. 
Texas, will hold a public hearing at 10:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, January 8, 2019, in the 
Council Chamber, City Hall, 300 North 
Loraine, on a request by Permian Deep 
Rock Of Co, LLC (Rebel #4150MS) for 
a Permit to Drill an Off and Gas Well in- 
side the City Limits on the following de- 
scribed Located 110° FSL and 

1.762 FEL, Section 2, Block 39, T-2-S, 
T&P RR CO Survey, Midland County, 
Texas. cotton-growing 

season. For no- 

tification prior 
to any chemical 

treatment. call 

1-800-687-1212 

with the exact lo- 
cation of your eld 
and appropriate 
telephone  num- 

cotton-growing 
season. For no- 

tficaton prior 
to any chemical 

treatment, call 
1-800-687-1212 
with the exact lo- 

LOCATION: Generally located 1.762 feet 
west of South Lamesa Road and 170 

feet south of 1-20 

The meeting facility is accessible to disa- 

at (432) 685.7251 
ing this program, TDD is required, please call 1-800-735- 

please cal the 2089 
Texas Bol Weevil 
Eradication Foun- 
dation at 

1-800-687-1212. 

CITY OF MIDLAND 
Amy M. Turner, MMC 

City Secretary 

NOTICE OF DEFAULT AND FORECLOSURE SALE 

WHEREAS, on November 11, 2003, a certain Adjustable Rate Home Equity Conversion 
Deed of Trust ("Reverse Morigage™) was execuled by AC. CHEAIRS AND ALGA 
CHEAIRS, as morigagor in favor of WELLS FARGO HOME MORTGAGE. INC, as 
monigagee and ROBERT K. FOWLER, as ustee, and was recorded on December 3, 
2003 under Clerk's instrument Number 19232 in the real property records of Ector 
Texas. 

WHEREAS. the Reverse Morigage was insured by the United States Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Deysiopment (the “Secretary”) pursuant 10 the National Housing 
Act for the purpose of providing single family housing. and 

WHEREAS, the beneficial interest in the Reverse Mortgage is now owned by the Secre- 
tary, pursuant to an assignment dated February 13, 2015, and recorded on March 18, 

2015, under Clerk's Instrument Number 2015-00003848 in the real property records of 
Ector County, Texas; and 

WHEREAS, a default has been made in the covenants and conditions of the Reverse 
Mortgage in that the Morigagors are now deceased. and 

WHEREAS, the entire amount delinquent as of January 2, 2019 is $75,219.03; and 

WHEREAS, by vifue of the defaull, the Secretary has declared the entire amount of the 
indebtedness secured by the Reverse Mortgage 10 be immediately due and payable 

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant 10 powers vested in me by the Single Family Morigage 
Foreclosure Act of 1984, 12 USC. 3751 et seq. by 24 CFR part 27, subpart B, and by 
the Secretary's designation of me as Foreclosure Commissioner. recorded on October || 
15,2007 in Dallas County under Clerk's File Number 20070368308, notice is hereby Bi 
g'ven that on January 2, 2019, at 10:00 AM local ime or no ister than Swee hours there- Bi 

or used in connection with the following descr J after. all real and personal property 

bed premises (Property) wil be sid at public SUCSON 10 the highest bidder. 

LOT 1, BLOCK 55, SHERWOOD ADDITION, STH FILING, AN ADDITION 
TO THE CITY OF ODESSA, ECTOR COUNTY, TEXAS, ACCORDING TO 
THE MAP OR PLAT THEREOF OF RECORD IN VOLUME §, PAGE 9, PLAT 
RECORDS, ECTOR COUNTY, TEXAS. 

Commonly known as: 5201 NORTH EVERGLADE AVENUE, ODESSA. TX 79762 

The sale will be held at the Ector County Courthouse, Texas at the following location: 
THE FRONT DOOR OF THE ECTOR COUNTY COURTHOUSE (WEST ENTRANCE) 
OR AS DESIGNATED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE or as designat- 
ed bythe County Commissioners Court 

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development wil bid $75,219.03. 

There will be no proration of taxes. rents or ofhver income or kabiies. except hat the 
purchaser will pay. ot or before closing, his prorste share of any reel estate taxes hat 
have been paid by the Secretary 10 the date of the foreclosure sale 

When 
$7,521.90 in the form of a certified check or cashier's check made out 10 the Secretary 
of HUD A deposit need not accompany each oral bid IF the successhsl bid is onl, & 
deposit of $7,521 90 must be presented before the bidding is closed. The deposit is 
nonrefundable The remainder of the purchase price must be delivered within 30 days 
of the sale or at such other lime as he Secretary may determine for good cause 
shown, ime being of the essence. This amount, ike the bid deposits. must be delv- 
ered in the form of a certified or cashier's check. If the Secretary is the highest bidder, 
he need not pay the bid smount in cash. The successhs bidder will pay all conveying 
fees. afl real estate and other taxes hat are due on or ser he delivery date of he 
remainder of the payment and all ofher costs associated with the transfer of Sie. At 
the conclusion of the sale. the deposits of the unsuccesshul bidders will be returned to 
em 

The Secretary may grant an extension of ime within which to defiver the remainder of 

I the hugh bidder is unable 10 close the sale within the required Derod. or within any 
‘extension of me granted by he Secretary, he high bidder may be required to forfeit 
he cash deposit or. at The election of the foreclosure commissioner afer consultation 
with the HUD representative, will be liable to HUD for any costs incurred as & result of 
such fallure. The Commissioner may. at the direction of the HUD representative, offer 
he property 10 the second highest bidder for an amount equal 10 the highest price 
offerad by that bidder. 

There is no right of redemption. or right of possession based upon 8 fight of redemplion, 
nthe mongagor or others subsequent 10 8 foreclosure completed pursuant to the Act. 
Therefore. the Foreclosure Commissioner wil issue @ Deed fo the purchaser(s) upon 
receipt of the entire purchase price In accordance with he terms of the sale as provid 
‘od herein. HUD does not guarantee that the property wil be vacant. 

The scheduled foreclosure sale shell be cancelled or adjourned If I is established, by 
documented wrillen application of the mongegor 10 the Foreclosure Commissioner not 
less than 3 days before the date of sale. or otherwise. That the default or defaults upon 
which the foreclosure is based did not exist at the ime of service of this noice of 
detaut and foreciosure sale. or af amounts due under The morgage agreement are 

‘tendered 10 the Foreclosure Commissioner. in the form of a certified or cashier's check. 
‘payable to he Secretary of HUD. before public suction of the ~voperty is completed 

The amourt hat must be paid If the morgage is 10 be paid in | prior the scheduled 
sale 8 $75.219.00, phus af other amounts that would be dus under The MONGage agree: 
ment 1 payments under The morgage had nol been scoslersted. costs and 
postage expenses incurred in giving notice. mileage by the most reasonable rosd 
distance for posing notices and for the Foreclosure Commissioner's stlendance of he 
‘Sele. reasonable and customary costs incurred for Se and Sen record searches. he 
‘necessary out-of-pocket costs incurred by the Foreclosure Commissioner for recording 
documents. a commission for the Foreclosure Commissioner. and aff ofher costs Inour- 
red in connection with the foreclosure prior 10 reinstatement. 

Tender of payment by certified or cashier's check or application for cancefision of the 
foreclosure sale shel be submitied 10 the address of the Foreclosure Commissioner 
provided below. 

their bids, all bidders except the Secretary must submit a deposit totaling | 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

Notice is hereby given that onginal 
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of 
Frances Ruth Looper. Deceased. were is. 
sued to Mary Ann Lockwood on Novem 
ber 27. 2018 =n Cause No P19620, 
pending in the County Court of Midland 
County. Texas 

All persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently being admin. 
istered are required to present them lo 

the undersigned within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law 

Mary Lockwood 
c/o Brandon W. Pinson 
PO Box 8530 
Midland, Texas 79708 

DATED the 17th day of Decem 

ber, 2018 

PINSON LAW FIRM 
By. Brandon W. Pinson 

The City Council of the City of Midland. 
Texas, will hold a public hearing at 10.00 
am. on Tuesday, January 8, 2019, in the 
Council Chamber, City Hall, 300 North 
Loraine, on a request by Permian Deep 
Rock Oil Co. LLC (Rebel #4140WB) 
for a Permit to Drill an Od and Gas 
Well inside the City Limits on the follow- 
ing described property Located 110 
FSL and 1.120 FEL. Section 2, Block 39, 
T-2-S. TAP RR CO Survey, Midland 
County. Texas 

LOCATION Generally located 1,120 feet 

west of South Lamesa Road and 170 
feet south of 1-20 

The meeting facility is accessible to disa- 

ot (432) 685-7251 
TDD is required, please call 1-800-735- 
29089 

CITY OF MIDLAND 
Amy M_ Turner, MMC 

City Secretary 

The City Council of the City of Midland, i 
Texas, wil hold a public hearing at 10:00 
am. on Tuesday, January 8, 2019, in the 
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| The Bottom Line 

PAGE 3D 

As household income. 
education levels and job 

responsibility 
increases, so does readership. 

Midland Reporter-Telegram 

Mra 

The City Council of the City of Midland. 
Texas. will hold a pubkc heanng at 10.00 
am. on Tuesday, January 8, 2019, in the 
Council Chamber, City Hall, 300 North 
Loraine. on a request by Permian Deep 
Rock Oil Co. LLC (Mustang #H110LS) 
for a Permit to Drill an Od and Gas Well 
inside the City Limits on the following de- 
scribed property Located 110° FSL and 
2.306 FWL, Section 2, Block 39, T-2-S 
T&P RR CO Survey, Midland County. 

Texas 

LOCATION Generally located 2.306 feet 
east of Rankin Highway and 170 feet 
south of 1-20 

The meeting facility is accessible © disa- 
bled persons. A wheelchair entry ramp is 
located at the southeast entrance to City 

as2-e82-8311 

The City Council of the City of Midiand. 
Texas. will hold a pubkc hearing at 10 00 
am on Tuesday. January 8. 2019. in the 
Council Chamber. City Hall, 300 North 
Loraine. on a request by Permian Deep 
Rock Of Co. LLC (Rebel #H135WA) for 
a Permit to Drill an Of and Gas Well in 
side the City Limits on the following de 
scribed property Located 110° FSL and 
1.060 FEL. Section 2. Block 39, T-2-S 
TAP RR CO Survey, Midland County. 
Texas 

LOCATION Generally located 1,060 feet 

west of South Lamesa Road and 170 
feet south of 1-20 

The meeting facility is accessible 0 disa- 
bled persons. A wheelchair entry ramp is 
located at the southeast entrance to City 

Department at least 48 hours prior 10 the 
scheduled meeting by contacting Compii- 
ance Coordinator for the City of Midland, 
of (432) 685-7251. If communication via 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN thal the PARSLEY ENERGY OPERATIONS, LLC, [RRC 
Operator No. 842652] has made application for a spacing excepion permit under the 
provisions of Railroad Commission Statewide Rute 37 (16 Tex. Admin. Code 
3.37). Applicant seeks exceplion 10 the LEASE LINE requirement for the 
NEW DRILL permit in Sec. 17, Bk. 30 TSS, TAP RR CO Survey, A431, SPRABERRY 
(TREND AREA) and SPRABERRY (TREND AREA) R 40 EXC Fisids, UPTON County, 

Affected persons include owners of record and the operator or lessees of record of 
adjacent acts and acts nearer 10 he proposed well han the minimum lease ine 

SUCH TIME, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR RIGHT TO PROTEST AND THE REQUESTED 
PERMIT MAY BE GRANTED ADMINISTRATIVELY. 

MOOFSL, 
MOOFSL 

23100F WL 
200F WL 

SPRABERRY (TREND AREA) R 40 EXC : Special Rules 33000. 80.0 scree. 

“This we is 10 be driled to an approximate depth of 9718 fest. 



The City Council of the City of Midland. 
Texas, will hold a public hearing at 10-00 
am on Tuesday, January 8. 2019. in the 
Council Chamber, City Hall, 300 North 
Loraine, on a request by Permian Deep 
Rock Oil Co., LLC (Rebel #H140LS) for a 
Permit to Drill an Oil and Gas Well inside 
the City Limits on the following described 
property: Located 110° FSL and 1.180 
FEL. Section 2, Block 39, T-2-S. T&P RR 
CO Survey. Midland County, Texas 

LOCATION: Generally located 1.180 feet 
west of South Lamesa Road and 170 
feet south of 1-20 

The meeting facility is accessible 1 disa- 
bled persons. A wheeichair entry ramp is 
located al the southeast entrance to City 
Hall A parking space designated for use 
by disabled persons is available near the 
southeast entrance doors Any disabled 
person needing special accommodations 
or hearing impaired persons wishing to 
have an interpreter should request serv. 
ices through the Administrative Services 
Department at least 48 hours prior 10 the 
scheduled meeting by contacting Compl 
ance Coordinator for the City of Midland, 
at (432) 685-7251 if communicaton va 
TDD is required. please call 1-800-735- 
2989 

CITY OF MIDLAND 

The City Council of the City of Midland, 
Texas, will hold a public hearing at 10:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, January 8, 2019, in the 
Council Chamber, City Hall, 300 North 
Loraine, on a request by Permian Deep 
Rock Oil Co., LLC (Rebel #4130LS) for a 
Permit to Drill an Oil and Gas Well inside 
the City Limits on the following described 
property. Located 110° FSL and 290 
FEL, Section 2, Block 39, T-2-S, T&P RR 
CO Survey, Midiand County. Texas 

LOCATION: Generally located 290 feet 

west of South Lamesa Road and 170 
feet south of 1-20 

The meeting facility is accessible to disa- 
bled persons. A wheelchair entry ramp is 
located at the southeast entrance to City 
Hall. A parking space designated for use 
by disabled persons is avaiable near the 
southeast entrance doors. Any disabled 
person needing special accommodations 
or hearing impaired persons wishing to 
have an interpreter should request serv 
ices through the Administrative Services 
Department at least 48 hours prior 10 the 
scheduled meeting by contacting Compl 
ance Coordinator for the City of Midiand, 
at (432) 685-7251 if communication via 
TDD is required. please call 1-800-735- 
2989 

CITY OF MIDLAND 
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Snap Up 
a Deal 

Amy M. Tumer, MMC 
City Secretary in the 

Classifieds 

NOTICE OF DEFAULT AND FORECLOSURE SALE 

WHEREAS. on March 24, 2003, a certain Adjustable Rate Home Equity Conversion 
Deed of Trust ("Reverse Mortgage") was executed by GEORGE TISDALE. as moriga 
gor in favor of WELLS FARGO HOME MORTGAGE, INC. as mortgagee and ROBERT 
K_ FOWLER, as trustee, and was recorded on April 4, 2003 under Clerk's Instrument 
Number 7517, Book 2144. Page 721 in the real property records of Midland, Texas 
Re-filed on May 28, 2003 under Clerk's Instrument Number 12301. Book 2174. Page 
286 in the real property records of Midland. Texas 

WHEREAS. the Reverse Mortgage was insured by the United States Secretary of Hous- 
ing and Urban Development (the “Secretary”) pursuant 10 the National Housing Act for 
the purpose of providing single family housing: and 

WHEREAS, the beneficial interest in the Reverse Morigage is now owned by the Secre 
tary, pursuant to an assignment dated February 5. 2009. and recorded on February 17 
2009. under Clerk's Instrument Number 2009-2796 in the real property records of 
Midland County. Texas. and 

WHEREAS. a default has been made in the covenants and condibons of the Reverse 
Mortgage in that the Morigagors are now deceased. and 

WHEREAS. the entire amount delinquent as of January 2. 2019 1s $74 933 94. and 

WHEREAS. by virtue of the default, the Secretary has declared the entire amount of the 
indebledness secured by the Reverse Mortgage 10 be immediately due and payable 

NOW THEREFORE. pursuant to powers vested in me by the Single Family Morigage 
Foreclosure Act of 1994. 12 U S.C. 3751 et seq , by 24 CFR part 27. subpart B. and by 
the Secretary's designation of me as Foreclosure Commussioner, recorded on October 

15. 2007 in Dallas County under Clerk's File Number 20070369306. notice is hereby 
given that on January 2. 2019. at 10 00 AM local ime or no later than three hours there- 

after. all real and personal property at or used In connection with the following descr 

bed premises (“Property”) will be sold at public auction 10 the Mwghest bidder 

BEING LOTS TWELVE (12) AND THIRTEEN (13), BLOCK FIFTY SIX (56), 

PARK AVENUE HEIGHTS ADDITION, AN ADDITION TO THE CITY OF 

MIDLAND, MIDLAND COUNTY, TEXAS ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR 
PLAT THEREOF OF RECORD IN PLAT CABINET B, PAGE 115, PLAT 

RECORDS OF MIDLAND COUNTY, TEXAS 

Commonly known as 600 S TYLER STREET. MIDLAND. TX 79701 

The sale will be heid at the Midland County Courthouse, Texas at the following location 
THE FOYER AND SOUTH ENTRANCE AT THE FRONT OF THE COURTHOUSE OR 
AS DESIGNATED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE or as designated 

by the County Commussioners Court 

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development will bd $74 933 64 

There will be no proration of taxes. rents or other income or kabiibes, except that the 
purchaser will pay, at or before closing, his prorate share of any real estate taxes that 
have been paid by the Secretary io the date of the foreclosure sale 

When making thew bids, all bxdders except the Secretary must submit a deposi totaling 
$7,493.39 in the form of a certfied check or cashier's check made out to the Secretary 
of HUD A deposit need not accompany each oral bid if the successful bid is oral, 8 
deposit of $7,493.39 must be presented before the bidding is closed The deposit 
s nonrefundable The remainder of the purchase price must be delivered within 30 
days of the sale or at such other me as the Secretary may determine for good 
cause shown, time beng of the essence This amount. ike the bid deposits. must 
be delivered in the form of a certified or cashier's check If the Secretary is the highest 
bidder, he need not pay the bid amount in cash The successful bidder will pay al 
conveying fees. all real estate and other taxes that are due on or after the delivery date 
of the remainder of the payment and all other Costs associated with the transfer of ite 
Al the conclusion of the sale. the deposits of the unsuccessful bidders will be returned 
to them Call or 

go online 
to browse, 
buy or 
sell 

The Secretary may grant an extension of me within which 10 deliver the remainder of 
the payment All extensions will be for 15-day increments for a fee of $500 00. pad in 
advance The extension fee shall be in the form of a certified or Cashier's check made 
payable, 10 the Secretary of HUD If the hugh bidder closes the sale prior 10 the expira- 
Son of any extension period. the unused portion of the extension fee shall be applied 
toward the amount due 

I the hugh bidder is unable 10 Close the sale within the required period. Or within any ex 
tension of time granted by the Secretary. the high bidder may be required 1 forfeit the 
cash deposi or. at the election of the foreclosure Commissioner afler CONSURSEON with 
the HUD representative. will be able 1o HUD for any costs incurred as a result of such 
fadure The Commissioner may. at the dection of the HUD representative. offer the 
property 10 the second highest budder for an amount equal 10 the highest price offered 
by that bdder 

There 1 no nght of redemption. or ght of possession based upon a right of redempion. 
in the morigagor or others subsequent 10 a foreclosure completed pursuant 10 the Act 
Therefore. the Foreclosure Commissioner will issue a Deed 10 the purchaser(s) upon 
recent of the entire purchase price in accordance with the terms of the sale 8s provid- 
od here HUD doesnot guarantee that the property will be vacant 

The scheduled foreclosure sale shall be cancelled or adjourned # 1 is established. by 
documented writen apphcabon of the morigagor 10 the Foreclosure Commissioner not 
less than 3 days before the date of sale. or otherwise, that the default or defaults upon 
which the foreclosure is based did not ewst at the time of service of this notice of 
default and foreclosure sale. or all amounts due under the MOrgage agreement are 
tendered 10 the Foreclosure Commissioner. in the form of a certfied or Cashwer's check 
payable 10 the Secretary of HUD. before pubkc suction of the property is completed 

The amount that must be paid # the morigage is 10 be paid in full prior the scheduled 
sale 1s $74 933 04. plus al other amounts that would be dus under the morgage agree- 
ment ff payments under the morigage had not been accelerated. advertising costs 
and postage expenses ncured in giving notice, mieage by the most reasonable road 

dstance for posting nobces and for the Foreclosure Commvasoner's atlendance of the 
sale. reasonable and customary costs incurred for Bile and ken record searches. the 
necessary out-of-pocket costs incurred by the Foreclosure Commissioner for recording 
documents. a commission for the Foreclosure Commissioner. and ail other Costs incur. 
red in CONNEcon with the foreclosure Prior 10 reinstatement 

Midland Reporter- Telegram 

CLASSIFIEDS 

sellittexas.com + 432-682-6222 

Show & Sell Your Home 
Advertise your home for sale in our Real Estate Classifieds, 

and reach thousands of potential buyers right here in our area. 
Call or go online to place your ad today! 

432.682.6222 
MIt#com 

Tender of payment by certified or cashwer's check or apphcation for cancellation of the 
foreclosure sale shall be submitted 10 the address of the Foreclosure Commissioner 
provided below 

Date December 5. 2018 

L Ketter Macke 
Foreclosure Commissioner 
Mackie Wott Zientz & Mann, P C 
Parkway Office Center, Sue 900 
14160 North Dallas Parkway 
Dallas. TX 75254 
(214) 635-2650 
(214, 635-2686 Fax 

Midland Reporter-Telegram 
Real Estate Classifieds 
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You can advertise r business 
for as little as $47.00 monthly. 

FOR LEASE-CONDO . " oT on 

Animals = Ey mn xs APPLIANCE REPAIR Interior & Exterior, Cusiom Cabinets and 
FAT neo REPAIR SERVICES and Parts for Refrigerators, Finishes Cal for your FREE ESTIMATE 
WASHER AND DRY. |RECREATIONAL Freezers, Stoves, Washers & Dryers 432.827.2358 

ER $2500/ MONTH | PROPERTY Opportu Free Service Call with Repair. Free Removal 
4324251207 OR | MY. 455+ acres of Full Warranty, Very Affordable Prices. 
432-212-7408 gently Coty M&M Appliances 

A a to 1007 N Midkiff, Midland Call 432-570-8278 

Meo ed. Suvrenrs 
$1.000.000.00. Seller LAWN CARE 
is also offering a modeling & addons | ‘edging. trm- 

eee beautid br. 3.5ba pe dug Semon ih oh 
TOYOTA Scion x8,|RUSTIC COFFEE ta- y 1011 DENTON St home and acreage on Cal 432-813-8552 _ | immang, clean-ups 
2010, 7K miles, good| ble. 24° x 50° with y Midland, Tx 79703 Lake Me priced at | 6 or Maryan condifon  everything| edging & tle insert bed 2bath. $2,500 $400,000. Call David (4325990195 
works. For more infor-| and cross inlaid. $50 Neg. Monthly includes | 8 ERA 325-277-3946 | uve rates. Cat Eat @| "O70 
mation. 432-934-1499 | OBO. 432-889-3007 WD 432-557-4768 432-288-0040 Car 432 TREE SERVICE 

| Norman 
BEER STORE FOR eo STABILITY FENCING DEX PAINTING 432-296-1424 

RENT. 10" x 18" cook & WELDING Repar toro - roo 

DISCOUNTED or. 5 doors and 1 wa | | EEEEEEEEININIIE | o revs Any suze po Hl ee Cu voor, wwe vein, prure or 

Caveman i oo For a your concrete | 00 Dig or small Lt eof 432.631-6861 uproot just about any 

ov gis!! 1.000 deposit needs, driveways, | WOO. sheel metal ll LL ie ost tree. very reasonable 
Selling new bottes for 432-528-1609 sidowaks. new stabs | DOC. back 8 WON | pies Coll Kon prices Cal Nomar 
50% off retal Plesse| [FOR SALE BY OWN- 9990 at 432.235.3626 432-296-1424 
text (432)201-3822. CORNER LOT FOR 

tT ER 22 wey Court ‘sae 170000. we || “gens aceares EET. 
1965 CHEVELLE Ss | FIREWOOD for sale Yaglend Park 1 tor tap. sewer tap, LEYVA LAWN CARE 
Pro-street. 502. turbo| Mix $125 a truck house. recently updat-| ou eg Walk to Court 
400, 9 rear. $21,000. | oad or $80 a truck ©d. 432-550-5198 for $189,000K [ecanca 
432-230-3372 load of stumps Call an appointment 432-631-2905 ALL YOUR electrical 

Norman 432-296- —————————|] needs met. Cat G&S 1424 FOR SALE by Owner Electric. 32 Years —— I ifi d BE — S550 W 1.20 North || experience. 432.685. ¥ Firewood For Sale Rel Estate Service Rd, Odessa || 0859. TECL #22541 || cords. Free det assifie > state 3.9 acers shop. office. ery. Also. Tree Tam HOUSE NEEDING 
CETBIREIEN | home 3 bearoom 2| voter wet 32631. |JLANG ELECTRIC 9 ye bath, tocationy move| 3677432494224 (| 4324135980 Url Srwwood racks for censed and sured sale Call 432-557. 

Your choice: of dreds. TECL 18544 Amays 2897. 209-1131 PRECISE PAINTING 682 6222 1 * | $19.500 Like to dis FERIALE PAE - 
cuss details. 469-363 
2480 

LOT FOR SALE 204 S o jo; ELLIS & Sons Plumb 

FREE Estimates " . & DRAPERY. 20 yrs 
dow Dayne 432-250-4643 eiiiadiaik op 432.352.4633 $5000.  payments| 
$500 per month. 432- 
631-2905 ; 

Fax Your Ad 

earl 652.6999 
deposit, call Annalee 
at (432)-260-6009 

Fax Your Ad Fax Your Ad Find it fast 682-6999 ax Your 700 SCENIC aches in SW Runnels County 5 
682-6999 | ti aia in the 

arge Ponds(Stocked) & Rural Water 
Meter on Property Electric close 10 

Property Whitetal Deer. Quad. Turkey, Dove 
Provides Excellent Hunting All Minerals & 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR EXCEPTION Water Rights will Convey $1800 00 Per 
TO SWR 26/27 SURFACE COMMINGLING PERMIT Acre Contact Rick 580-020-8881 

Notice is hereby given that XTO Energy Inc. Operator 945936 
has filed with the Texas Rasiroad Commission. The following P- 
17 application for the exception to SWR 26 andlor 27 to surface 
commingle production from ofl and gas leases in (New Lease 
1D ) Goldsmith. C A ETAL Lease . TXL (Wolfcamp) Field. 
(Lease 1D 02186 ) Goldsmith. C A ETAL Lease. Goldsmith 
(Devorvan)’ Field, (Lease ID 02100) Goldsmith. C A ETAL 
Lease, Goldsmith (Clear Fork) Field Ector County This applica 
bon is for common separation and COMMON storage No a com. 
mon facity Production will be measured by W-10 well tests 
Any royalty interest owners who have not recerved written notif- 
caton please consider this your Notice of Application i you 
have objectons 10 the mssuance of this permit. you may submit 84 +/- ac Voca TX. 8 miles from Brady 
a letter 10 Darlene Wilhams. P-17 Department. Railroad Com- Be: ful property coversd with oaks 
mission of Texas, P O Box 12967, Austin. Texas 78711 Un This operty has a large tank. pad for 
less the Commission receves a protest 10 this apphcation, the house. good fencing. electricity. and a 
Commission may issue a permit within 21 days after the date well Perfect for hunting and building 
the apphicaton is filed Surrounded by large ranches $380 000 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

Call Becky with James Long * —— 
Real estate for more mnformaton at Be wv. 

214-662-9561 x ; y 

FOR FLUID INJECTION WELL PERMIT 

XTO Energy. Inc. Opr No 945936. 6401 Holday Hil Road. . » 
Bidg 5. Midland. Texas 79707 is applying to the Rasroad Com- 
mission of Texas to ect fusds by well jection into a formation 

which 18 productive of ol and gas. 

The applicant proposes to inject fluid into the Clearfork Forma- 
on in the Goldsmith. C A ETAL Well No 2605 The proposed 
injection well is located 1944 FNL & 164 FWL. Sec 27. Bk 44 
TIS. T & P RR Co. A-283. 35 miles south from Goldsmith 
Texas in the Goldsmith (Clear Fork) Field. in Ector County 
Texas Fiud wil be injected into strata in the subsurface depth 
interval from 5483 10 7000 feet 

ud $50 
LEGAL AUTHORITY Chapter 27 of the Texas Water Code. as " 
amended. Tile 3 of he Texas Natura! Resources code. as . 
amended. and the Statewsde Ruses of the O4 and Gas Dison : P on dC our 
of the Radroad Commmsson of Texas 

wate 
Request for a pubkc heanng from persons who can show they 
are adversely affected or requests for further information con- ” EY . 
cerming any aspect of the apphcation should be submitted mn Jil - whantat || © 
writing withun fifleen days of publication. 1o the Environmental 5 ass! e 
Services Secton Od and Gas Dvison, Radroad Commission of 
Texas P O Box 12967. Austin. Texas 78711 (Telephone 512 
463.6792) 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION P 

On November 30.2018. Oncor Electric Delivery Company LLC (“Oncor”), Sharviand Distribution & Transmission Services 43 2-682-622? 
LLC ("SDTS"). Sharyland Utihties. L P (“Sharyland™). and Sempra Energy (“Sempra”) (collectively. “Joint Applicants”) 

filed a Jot Report and Application for Regulatory Approvals (“Jot Application”) with the Public Utility Commission of 
Texas ("PUC™ or “Commussion”). copses of which are kept at Oncor ’s office at 1616 Woodall Rodgers Freeway, Suste 6000 
Dallas, TX 75202 The Jomnt Application requests Commission approval of three transactions (the “Proposed Transactions”) 
as described below, that will result in SDTS becoming an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of Oncor that will own transmission 

and distnbution assets held today by Sharyland and SDTS mn central, north, and west Texas, and Sharyland will remain a utility 
n south Texas, with Sempra owning a 50 percent indirect interest m Sharyland First. Sharyland will transfer its assets in north . 
Texas. along with associated assets. habilities, and working capital, to SDTS In return, Sharyland will receive all of SDTS's emal 
assets located in south Texas In connection with this asset exchange, Sharyland 's equity interest in SDTS will be cancelled 
and the certificates of convenience and necessity of Sharyland and SDTS will be amended to suthonze the “North Texas 
Utility” (referning to the post-closing assets to be owned by SDTS) and the “South Texas Utility ~ (referning to the post-closing 
assets to be owned by Sharyland) to own, operate, and maintain thew respective post-exchange assets Second, Oncor will ’ 

acquire InfraREIT. Inc (“InfraREIT™) and InfraREIT Partners. LP and. as a result, will own and operate all of SDTS's post- mrtc ass! § mrt.com 
transaction assets Finally. Sempra will purchase a 50-percent mndirect hmited partnership interest in a newly formed Delaware 
limited partnership expected to be named Sharyland Holdings. LP. which will own a 100-percent interest in Sharyland The 
Jomt Applicants also request Commission approval of certamn regulatory terms listed in Exhibit A to the Joint Application 
some of which are regulatory conditions to closing 

The Jomt Application does not seek Commission approval of a modification to Oncor ‘s rates Oncor 1s requesting a Commission 
finding. however, that Oncor may consolidate the North Texas Utility's wholesale transmission rates with Oncor 's rates as 
part of Oncor’s next base-rate case Oncor also requests Commission approval to establish a regulatory asset to track any 
make-whole payments or other expenses that may be required to extinguish. transfer. or restructure the debt of InfraREIT and aX 
its subsidiaries under the Proposed Transactions, so that Oncor may seek recovery of that regulatory asset in its next base- 
rate case The Jomt Applicants also seek Commission approval to split the current Sharyland wholesale transmission service 
taniff into two separate tanffs—one for the North Texas Utility and one for the South Texas Utility —which rates, when taken TT 432-682-3793 
Any person wishing to intervene m thes proceeding must file a written request with the Public Utility Commission of Texas. 
1701 North Congress Avenue, PO Box 13326, Austin, TX 78711-3326, no later than January 4, 2019 Thus case has been 
assigned PUCT Docket No 48929 Further mformation may also be obtamed by calling the Public Utilsty Commussion at 
(512) 936-7136 or (888) 782-8477 Heanng- and speech- impaired with text telephones (TTY) may contact the Commission 
(512) 936-7136 

ONCOR ELECTRIC DELIVERY COMPANY LLC, SHARYLAND DISTRIBUTION I Midland Reporter-Telegram 
& TRANSMISSION SERVICES, L.L.C., SHARYLAND UTILITIES, L.P., 

AND SEMPRA ENERGY 
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TEXASEDZZTP»PWORK.COM 

FINDING THE RIGHT CANDIDATES 
IN TODAY'S COMPETITIVE JOB MARKET 

REQUIRES MORE THAN 

A SIGN IN THE WINDOW 

TEXASEFT®»WORK is the one stop shop for 
ALLYOUREMPLOYMENT NEEDS 

J. TOTAL TALENT REACH 
One Post Targets Qualified Talent Across the Web. TexasBackToWork is part of an 
exclusive local site network that involves hundreds of Community websites across 
Texas and the country, with access to over 4 million job applicants and resumes to 
which your job placement is automatically matched to. 

+ National Sites - glassdoor, ziprecruiter 
+ Industry Sites -Oil & Gas, Health and Wellness 

+ Local Sites - jobnetworktexas 
+ Match Alerts 
« Reach over 4 million job seekers on 3,000 job boards 

© PERFORMANCE BOOST 
Provides additional exposure and better visibility for your job across the network. 

«+ Perfect for those hard to fill roles or when you need to hire quickly 

33222 SOCIAL BOOST 
« Easy and effective way to get your job in front of relevant passive candidates 

directly in their feeds on social media and get them to apply. 
+ Facebook, Twitter & Linkedin 

wr RESUME BOOST 
+ Real-Time job matching technology automatically identifies qualified candidates 

from our vast national resume database and delivers them instantly to your 
employer account ranked by match score so you can save time and focus on the 
best matches 

» Find the perfect candidates from over 4 million resumes’ 
x o a 

RETHA MAXEY 
A > 


