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Jurors Who Let Criminals
Off Lightly and Criticise
Pardons Are Given Rebuke

Dallas,
who

Texas,
criticise

Dee. 15.—Jurymen

a governor’s pardon
policy and at the same time give
criminals light sentences, have little
standing’ with Judge Claude M. Mec-
Callum of the 101st.District Court

here,

He told nearly 200 veniremen Mon-
day that ‘“juries in this county have
been too lenient in their verdicts in
criminal cases.”

After giving the men a lecture on
good citizenship, only 12 asked to be
excused from jury :service, whereas
the usual number of excuses is about
50 on Mondays,

“Men go about criticising the gov-
ernor for pardoning criminals,” said
the judge. ‘“Yet every time you as a
juror vote a light sentence or give a
suspended sentence in a criminal
case, where you are certain the de-
fendant is guilty, you are merely ex-
ercising a' pardon power yourself.”

While Judge McCallum was dis-
coursing thus in his court, Judge
Charles A. Pippen in his court was
expressing similar views on crime
prosecution.

Judge Pippen last week addressed
the State convention of district judges
at Fort Worth. Monday he verified
reports of his speech as carried by the
Associated Press and added a few re-
marks.

“Crime is getting the upper hand of
society in this country,” he told news-
paper men, ‘“and it is high time all
our district judges, as well as our
citizens who serve as jurors and our
public officials, wake up to this fact.”

Judge Pippen said he suggested at
the Fort Worth convention it be made
a criminal offense for a sheriff to
approve a bond that was not proven
to be worth its face value. He said
the method of handling bonds is one
thing that is encouraging criminals.

Dallas News Editorial Is
- Contradicted by Members
of Texas Rail Commission

To the Dallas News:

In the issue of the Dallas Morning
News of Dec. 9 there appeared an
editorial headed ‘““Tampering With the
Transportation Aect,” in which you
make the following statement:

“Our Railroad Commission has
been asked on several occagions to
favor the:Interstate Commerce Com-
mission with its judgment as respects
the need and desirability of build-
ing railroads projected in Texas. It
has, if the News’ memory is not at
fault, never complied -with that re-
quest.  TIts sense ofypropriety—or per-
haps its sense of prudence—has con-

tended it with the smaller task of
aiding in the taking of testimony,
leaving the Interstate Commerce

Commission to pronounce the judg-
ment, unprompted by its sugges-
tions.” ]

The above statement is not only
inaccurate, but just the reverse of
the statement is true.

In every instance where the Tex-
as Railroad Commission has been re-
quested to make a recommendation to
the Interstate Commerce Commission
as to granting permits to construct
new lines or to extend old ones, we
have complied with that request, and
urged granting of the permit by the
Interstate Commerce Commission,
and we are pleased to say that in
every instance, except one, where we
have made a recommendation, the
Interstate Commerce Commission has
followed our request and granted the
permit, and in the order granting the
permit, the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission referred to the fact that the
Railroad Commission of Texas had
urged the granting of the permit, and
in each of the four instances where
we have made recommendations the
daily press at the time carried a state-
ment of the fact that the Texas Rail-
road Commission had recommended
to the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion the granting of the request, and
we are confident that the Dallas
Morning News carried each of those
items, as it is rarely scooped by other
papers of the State on such impor-
tant matters.

The one case where the Interstate
Commerce Commission declined - to
follow our suggestions was in the ap-
plication of the Texas, Panhandle &
Gulf Railway Company, asking for a
permit to build from Seymour on the
Plains. 'The cases where we request-
ed, in writing, the Interstate Com-
merce Commission to grant the per-
mits and it did so were: The Fort
‘Worth & Denver Railroad Company
to build from Estelline to Plainview
and Lubbock; the Quanah, Acme &
Pacific Railroad Company to build
from McBain to Floydada, and the
Southern Pacific Railway Company
to build into the valley, It might be
worthy of notice to say that in each
of three cases referred to above,
where the Interstate Commerce Com-
. mission granted the permits, Exami-
ner Bowles, who heard the Plains
cases, and Interstate Commerce Com-
missioner Woodlock, who heard the
Southern Pacific case in the wvalley,
requested the Interstate Commerce
Commission not to grant the permits
and the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission, disregarding their reports
and requests, followed the recom-
mendations of the Texas Railroad
Commission,

However, it is fair to say that prior
to our becoming méeémbers of the com-
mission, we undetstand that it was
the policy of the Texas Railroad Com-
mission not to make recommendations
to the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion in such matters; but for the last
two years, since we became members
of the commission, we have taken the
opposite view and we believe that it

“’is our duty as Railroad Commission-

“ers of Texas to do everything we can
to further develop our great State and
to be of as much service to the peo-

‘ ple of Texas as we can. , And it is

3

now and has been for the last two
vears the fixed policy of the Texas
Railroad Commission to make such
recommendations and requests of the
Interstate Commerce Commission as
we think just and proper and we
have uniformly done so. Residing
here in Texas and being familiar with
every locality of the State and with
conditions here, we should be of
some help to the Interstate Com-
merce Commission in solving these

. problems and we are trying to dis-

charge that duty as best we can for
the good of Texas.

Knowing that the columns of your
paper are always open to the public
and that you desire to disseminate
the truth at all times, in fairness to
the Texas Railroad Commission and
that correct information may be given
to the public, we therefore ask that
you publish this statement, correcting
the editorial to which we refer.

Yours truly,
RAILROAD COMMISSION
OF TEXAS.
C. V. Terrell, Commissioner.
Lon A. Smith, Commissioner.

Phinney Will Seek
Return to Place as

House Chief Clerk

Dec. 15.—Carl
chief clerk of

Austin, Texas,
Phinney of Austin,

‘the House of Representatives for the

last three .Legislatures, Monday an-
nounced his candidacy for re-elec-
tion to the place in the Fortieth
Legislature. Phinney was a page
in the Thirty-Sixth Legislature, and
was elected chief clerk of the Thir-
ty-Seventh. He is serving at pres-
ent as clerk of the House Investi-
gation Committee and attending the
University of Texas law school.

Klan Cross get up
by Norris’ Friends
on Meacham’s Lawn

Fort Worth, Tex., Dec. 15.—A. fiery
cross was placed on the lawn at the
home of Mayor H, C. Meacham here
Saturday night, where it was al-
lowed to burn to the ground, it was
learned Monday.

Three weeks ago, it was learned
from the same source, a similar cross
was placed on the lawn in front of
the home of City Manager O. E.
Carr.

Since the slaying of D. E. Chipps,
Fort Worth lumberman, July 17, by
Rev. J. Frank Norris, pastor of the
First Baptist Church here, the Ku
Klux Klan of Fort Worth has in-
dorsed Rev. Norris and denounced
the actions of Meacham and Carr in
what was termed “oppression’” against
Rev. Mr.: Norris.

Ku Klux in Texas
Has Shelby Cox as
"New Grand Dragon

Dallas, Texas, ‘'Dec. 15.—Shelby
S. Cox, who will retire as District
Attorney on Jan. 1, will assume

the office of grand dragon of the
Ku Klux Klan of Texas on that date.
Announcement to that_ effet was
made after a long con?erence be-
tween Mr. Cox and Dr. H. W.
Evans, the imperial wizard, and
other klan officials at the Adolphus
Hotel.

Mr. Cox will succeed Lloyd P.
Bloodworth of Fort Worth as head
of the klan in Texas.. He will have
his office in ‘'Dallas. He was not
a candidate for re-election for a
third term as distriet attorney. He
was first elected four years ago andy

oman Will Open Texas Legislature |

state.

open the legislature.

“I did not ask for the honor of opening the legislature.
fixed by law and | am going to fulfill my duty.
for newspaper men to predict that because of a weak voice that I shall not
As a matter of fact, | have a strong voice for a
woman and if necessary | shall use it.”

For the first time in the history of the Republic or the State of Texas a
regular session of the Texas legislature will be opened by a woman. Mrs. |
Emma Grigsby Meharg, secretary of state, appointed to that position by
the first woman governor of Texas, Miriam A. Ferguson, has announced
that she will discharge the duty imposed upon her by the constitution and
open the Fortieth legislature, January 13, 1927.
tion that she will shirk that duty and says she is not under the handicap of
a weak voice as some newspaper correspondents have intimated. She made
her position plain in a statement to the press the other day and there will
be no deviation from the usual and legal course of- procedure when the
Fortieth egislature fis iopened because a woman happens to be secretary of

She resents the sugges-

“This is a duty imposed upon the secretary of state and as | have not
failed in any duty imposed upon me as secretary of state, | shall not fail to
open the Fortieth Legislature,”” Secretary of State Meharg said.

The duty is

[ think it is presumptious

Mrs. Meharg said that she had h eard the opening sessions of the legis-
lature were rather riotous, but that she believed that the solons would ex-
habit the customary Southern courtesies to women to her on that occasion.

Girl Bank Bandit Had Job
in Dan Moody’s Office and
Was to Act Angel in Play

Austin,” Tex., Dec. 14.—Mrs. Re-
becca Bradley Rogers, charged with
robbing with firearms the Farmers
National Bank, at Buda, Texas‘, Satur-
day, was granted bail in the sum of
'$5.000 today in the Travis distriet
court.
state had introduced testimony of
bank employes who identified the
girl as the robber, and of - Sheriff
George Allen of Hays county, who ar-
rested her, and who said she made a
statement to him which led to the
recovery of a large part of the
money taken.

The University of Texas ‘girl, who
up to the time of her arrest was a
stenographer in the department of
Attorney General and Governor-elect
Dan Moody, will have to remain
under this bond until the February

Defense
testified
of the

the grand jury convenes.
witnesses at the hearing
as to the good reputation
girl.

It was learned today that Mrs
Rogers had been selected to play the
part of one of the angels in a Christ-
mas cantata at a local church during
holiday Sunday school services.

Texas,” Dec. 14.—Accom-
her husband, Otis Rog-
ers, Mrs. Rebecca Bradley Rogers,
charged with robbery Saturday of
the Farmers National Bank at Buda,
appeared Tuesday before Judge Cal-
houn in 53rd district court.

She is seeking bond which was
refused Monday at San. Marcos by
Justice of Peace Ramsey in whose
court the robbery with firearms
charged was filed.

Rogers sat with his wife as one
of her two attorneys. Mrs. Rogers

Austin,
panied by

conversed * several times with her
husband, and each time he smiled
reassuringly.

Many of the former classmates of

Rogers in the University of Texas
law school were in the crowded
courtroom.

Rogers and the girl were secretly
married more than a year ago, at
Georgetown,  when both were stu-
dents.

The order was made after the

term of court in Hays county when’

of the
Buda,

F. K. Jamison, cashier
Farmers National Bank at
was the first witness.

B. G. Neighbors, Hays county, and
J. D. Moore, Travis county district
attorney, represented the state.

Jamison said a girl entered his
bank Saturday about 11 o’clock. She
represented herself as a reporter
for the Beaumont Enterprise, in-
tent on gathering data on crop con-
ditions. He said she took notes
on a small pad, and talked to a
number of bank customers.

He said he gave the girl permis-
sion to use a typewriter back of the
railing, and in front o©of the vault.

“I had gone into the vault and
when I came out, she pointed a gun
at me and told me to stand where
I was,” Jamison said.

‘“What did you ao?”
torney Moore asked.

“1I stopped,” Jamison said hastily,
causing much merriment among the
spectators, and a slight smile to play
on the girl’s face.

‘““She ordered Raymond Howe, the
bookkeeper, and the only other per-
son in the bank, to come over to the
bank vault door where I was stand-
ing.

“She was standing about five steps
from us. She ordered me to open
the vault, never taking the gun off
me. She said she wanted the cash
in the bank.

“I opened the vault. 'She took
$1,200 in five-dollar bills. There
were quite a number of one-dollar
bills, but she did not seem to be
much interested in these. She put
the $1,200 in her hand bag. She
asked if there was enough air in
the vault to sustamm us for thirty
minutes and I told her I thought so.
She was standing in the door and
stepped out of the vault. The pis-
tol was a blue-steel automatic and
looked awful big to me.”

District At-

Jamison identified the defendant
as the girl, pointing her out.
J. R. Howe, bookkeeper, also

pointed out the girl, identifying her
as the bank robber. "

Sheriff George Allen of Hays coun-
ty testified that he received a de-

scription of the girl and said he said
he saw her about 6 p. m. Saturday
at the home of Mr. Thorp and took
her into custody, returning to San
Marcos with .her, His brother ac-
companied them to Buda, the sheriff
said, and t}hp girl .went on to "San
Marcos alone. Judge Calhoun over-
ruled John Coffer’s objection to the
girl’s statement to Sheriff Allen and
he instructed him to tell the story.

“My brother got out of the car at
Buda, leaving the girl and I alone
in the car,” Allen said. ‘“As we drove
out of Buda, she laughed and said,
‘Mr. Allen, I've got a lot to live down,
but not as much as those two men,
who let a little girl hold ’em up with
an empty gun. In fact, I feel sorry
for them. They ought to leave the
country.’

“I asked her what she had done
with the money and she told me this
story.

‘“After I left Buda I saw a motor-
cycle cop coming-toward me. There
was a little boy with a bandaged arm
near the road and I picked him up.
The cop looked us over carefully but
let us get by. I let the little boy out
of the car and took the Del Valle
road. I was stuck on the Del Valle
road and pulled out. After I came to
town, I went to a confectionery and
got a candy box, in which I put the
money, purse, and gun, I went to a
department gtore and had the box
wrapped. I took it to the downtown
postoffice and had it addressed to
myself at the University postoffice
station at Austin.

“‘T had the package insured for
five dollars and told the post office
clerk I had an iron in the package.

“¢I figured I weould get the pack-
age about Tuesday, because I thought
it would be forwarded from the uni-
versity station to the capitol station,
where I received my mail.” ”

Allen said he got the package in a
candy box from Dan. O, Wilson, as-
sistant postmaster, at about 2:30 in
the morning.

Georgetown, Tex., Dec. 14.—Coun-
ty Judge F. D, Love of Williamson
county, united Rebecca Bradley, Aus-
tin girl charged in Hays county with
robbery of the Farmers National
Bank at Buda, and Otis M. Rogers of
Amarillo in marriage, October 28,
1925, according to records in ‘the
county clerk's office here, J. D, Hall,
chief clerk, announced Tuesday. The
license was obtained under the names
of Elsie Bradley and O, M. Rogers,
Mr. Hall said.
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Forum’s Christmas Greeting

The Christmas.season is at hand and the Forum extends its
greetings to the whole people of Texas with feelings of deepest ap- |&
preciation for the many evidences of friendship and co-operation
given it through the nine years of its existence and wishes for each |g
and every loyal citizen of Texas a Merry Christmas and Happy New |7

YA

re-elected two years ago.
¥

ear. .
d
Following our custom of observing the holiday, the Forum will |%
not be issued next week but the regular weekly issue will be resum- |5t
ed with the issue of Thursday, December 30. f
May joy and peace be the portion of all.
AT RO R0 A0 A 0 A N0 A0 A0 R0 A0 A A0 0 M0 SO MO A

Take Lesson From Jackass;
Make Noise, Jim Ferguson
Tells Young Lawyer Class

By TRUEMAN O’QUINN,
Austin, Texas, Dec. 15.—Though among last week’s earlier
events and now considered as old news on the University of

In Beaumont Enterprise

Texas campus, the biggest thing of last week’s seven days was

the annual banquet of the law students.

The thing that made

it so big this year was the fact that former Governor James
E. Ferguson was a surprise speaker at the affair.

For weeks, Percy E. Foreman, president of the law school,
who hails from Livingston, Texas, had been telling the news-
papers that three big speakers would be at the banquet—
Judge William Hawley Atwell of Dallas, Attorney General-
elect Claude Pollard of Houston, and Chief Justice C. M. Cure-
ton of the Texas supreme court.

They all spoke, delivering addresses that showed evidence
of having been prepared over a period of days, and were ap-
plauded by the 300 law students and lawyers who sat in the

dining halls of the Driskill hotel that night.

D. A. Frnak of

Dallas, former student in the university, also spoke.

But no one expected ex-Governor Jim even to be present.
When asked by a newspaper reporter if Dan Moody would be
there, Dean Ira P. Hildebrand of the law school said, ‘“Yes, he

has been invited.”
there?”

But Jim was there.

The reporter said, ‘“Will Jim Ferguson be
The dean stormed, “NO!”

Percy Foreman rose in all the dignity,

of his large person and in the eloquence of that chautauqua
tongue of his and introduced Jim Ferguson who could, Percy
said, “make a great speech upon any occasion.”

And the interesting thing about it all is that Jim Ferguson

did make a great speech.

He eclipsed even the sharp-witted
Judge Atwell and the jovial Judge Cureton.

And the new at-

forney general-elect did not stand a chance because he chose
to give biography rather than wit and wisdom and the other

stuff a banquet wants.

A sleeping jackass stood tied to a post in the banquet hall

as Jim Ferguson stood up to speak.

The donkey was the

mascot of the junior law class, which in university circles is
known as the J. A. class, a title given first year law students
years and years ago by Judge Simkins.

‘“Some of you may wonder,” Jim Ferguson said, ‘“what

significance there is in the presence of the jackass.
you may have a different opinion.

son in his presence:

Each of
I see this important les-

There is virtue in the noise of a jackass.

“Some of you may recall or know from hearsay that way

back yonder sometime in the past I became a lawyer and even
I learned that lesson—There is

virtue in the noise of a jackass.

threatened to practice law.

this law school.

And, my young friends of

I warn you that when you get away from

the university and go into practice, until you learn the virtue

of noise, you will be a failure.

Unless you have the attributes

of a jackass, you are a gone flunksky.

“No matter how much knowledge from the books you
may have gleaned, unless/you have that great virtue of the
jackass—the virtue of making a noise—you are doomed to

failure.
mcognize your qualities.
a noise.

‘““The lawyers’ chances of

fewer than those of any other professional men.

Bray once in a while and the people will begin to -
Be a jackass in that respect—make

making a success in life are
Less than

15 per cent of the practicing lawyers in the United States

ought to be trusted with any case.

And 75 per cent of the

lawyers who get a license to practice are dead right failures

within five years after they start.

Less than 5 per cent of the

doctors, for example, make less than $2500 a year within the

first five years.

“So I tell you that from a meal ticket standpoint, the law-
ver has the poorest chance of any other professional man to

make a success in life.

C If you can’t make money at your pro-
fession, why stay in it for the love of the profession?

Do

something else to make a living and love law on the side.
“A great many lawyers have sense enough to be good

lawyers, but they are simply too lazy to make a success.

And

them phat God Almighty didn’t give sense enough to be law-
vers, it is no use for them to work, for they’ll never make

successes.

““You hear people say today that the trusts have all the

good lawyers.

Now, young men, that’s a lie.

A capable law-

ver, my friends, is the most independent creature that walks
the face of the earth. No one wants to control him. He is his

own lord. His own master.

‘“Lawyers are necessary evils.

But I see the greatest field

in the legal profession of today that has ever been in any

profession.

I urge you to qualify’ yourselves to be lawyers,

and you can render the greatest service a man can render to
the greatest nation in all the world.”

With those words ringing in the ears of all those present,
Jim Ferguson sat down and the house went into a huge up-

roar of applause.

The noise was a considerable contrast to

the light clapping that swept over the gathering when Fer-

guson got up to speak.
great speech. ‘

Jim Ferguson had made another

He had swayed an audience that has little cause to love

him.
cause to love.

And he was speaking to an audience that he has little
His very presence had been a surprise to all

those there—except, perhaps, the keen manager of the ban-
quet—Percy Foreman of Livingston.

High Tariff Will
Be Asked on Canned
Beef From Congress

Washington, Deéc. 15.—An effort
will be made at the next session of
congress to secure a higher tariff on
Argentine canned beef, which at pre-
sent can be marketed in the west at

prices lower than the local product,
Senator Capper (Rep.), Kansas, said.

Not only in Kansas, but throughout
the west, he said, there is a feeling
that the higher cost of production,
aftermath of the war, puts the farmer
and stock raiser at a decided disad-
vantage by comparison with other
lines of production where excess can
be passed along to the jobber or other
middle man.

Apparently the Argentine farmer
can afford to sell his cattle at a price
which enables American packers with
plants in that country to pay costs of
transportation and the present im-
port tariff and still undersell the
American stockman, he said. :

Joe Green’s Estate
Valued at $750,000
~ Is Left to Relatives

-

Taft, Texas, Dec. 15.—The will of
Joseph F. Green, who :died here
Nov. 20,. was made known today.
The entire estate, consisting of about
$750,000, is to be left intact and is
to be administered by trustees for
a period of 27 years. Mrs. May F.
Green, wife, Mrs. John W. Hunt and
John W. Hunt, daughter and son-in-
law, and Mary Anna Hunt, Lela Fay
Hunt, Mary Lou Hunt, John W.
Hunt Jr., and Jannie Hunt, grand-
children, are to be the principal
beneficiaries of the will. An annual
amount is left for the upkeep of
the cemetery where Mr. Green is
buried and $100 a month for 27
years for the budget of the Pres-
byterian church, of which he was a
member. Mrs. May M. Green, John
W. Hunt Sr., Edward N. Tutt, A. C.
Tutt of San Patricio county and
Walter P. Napier of Bexar county
are named as executors and trus-
tees of the estate. i
~ /
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PREDICTS FALL OF KU KLUX.

Dr. Edwin Mims, professor of English in Vanderbilt Uni-
versity recently who was principal speaker at the annual din-
ner of the New York Southern Society, predicted the early
fall of the Ku Klux Klan mania. Dr. Mims was not wholl:
laudatory eof the south and found much to criticise but he¢
eulogized the resentment of truth seuthern people to the Kui
Klux and the growing sentiment against lynchings. In thi:
connection he said: ;

‘“There is a South that practices and justifies lynching ana
another South that believes it is unjustifiable under any an¢

. all circumstances and is resolutely determined to put an enc
to5it.

“Gieorgia, that has furnished far too many instances of the
first point of view, recently has sent to-the penitentiary fo1
térms ranging from six years to life imprisonment the leadey
-of a. moh. All honor to Judge Reed for his courageous main
tenance of the majesty of the law! May Scuth Carolina now
follow suit and punish the mob that lynched negroes!

“There is a. Seuth that boasts of an original contributior
to. the Nation in the organzation of the Ku Klux Klan, and ¢
Seuth that believes the Klan is un-American and un-Christian
and that holds out the helping hand to every race and creed

‘“There is a South of ecclesiastical demagegues who woulc
put im libraries and laboratories as a warring to its scholars
‘Thus far shalt thou go and no farther,” and a South of en-
lightened prephets who would follow truth wherever it may
lead and whatever it may cost.

“Strongholds of passion and prejudice cannot be over-
thrown by some sudden blast of a trumpet; they yield only
to the constant siege of intelligence and education.”

STAGGERING FIRE LOSSIS IN TEXAS

. October losses by fires.,in Texas are reported as naving
reached the staggering total of $787,963.45. At this rate the
. losses in this state alone in the year 1926 will amount to $9,-
450,000. The victims of the greater portion of these losses
are citizens and property owners who would howl their heads
off if asked to submit to an additional tax levy. Yet they
must pay for these tremendous losses by increased insurance
rates to the companies, which must, if honestly eonducted,
protect themselves against such wanton destruction of prop-
erty. Then again there are many instances when these losseg
are not protected by insurance and the destruction of unin-
- sured property means the taking out of consideration that
amount of taxable property and the consequent addition to
the tax and insurance burdens of those whose property re-
mains to be taxed and insured.

The Houston Chronicle in an editorial comment upon this
staggering loss in Texas in a single month reminds its read-
ers and the public that the ‘‘National Board of Fire Under-
writers publishes a small -magazine entitled ‘‘Safeguarding
America Against Fire,” and Fire Marshal Holton of Texas puts
forth: a very instructive magazine under the same title. It
deserves to be widely circulated and thoughtfully read.

“It reveals that there is a fire in the United States every
minute. One dwelling house burns every four minutes. Four
warehouses, five sehoolhouses and 15 hotels burn every day.
Forty lives are lost each day by fire, or over 15,000 lives a
year, and 17,000 people are injured in fires every year.

“The magazine points out the most frequent causes of fire
and carries special warnings against danger of fires during
the €hristmas holidays, and with great care shows how such
fires generally oceur, and what is said is in bharmeony with
long experience. The magazine is doing a most useful work.”

Subscribe for the Forum and the truth will come to you..

Fourteen persons, including the sheriff, have been indicted
in Willacy county for peonage.

That girl bandit from Austin evidently received excellent
training in the holdup game before she sallied forth to play
the role on her own account. s

England has erected a monument to-a Texas soldier who
enlisted in the British army long before the United States en-
tered the world war. It is not necessary to say that the Texan
o honored did distingnished service and had been decorated
for bravery before his uecath.

There is a new grand dragon in Texas.. His name ig
Shelby Cox, who will soon retire as district attorney at Dallas.
e succeeds a Baptist preacher, who has been on the job
since a. San Antonio man saw th~ wisdom of getting out or los-
ing a job of greater import.

b o

To what sad fate is Texas coming when a girl of 100 pound:
weight with a gun with a single cartridge in it can back sev
eral sturdy men into a bank vault and gaily drive away witl
what money she could reach? The ghosts of Sam Bass anc
the Collins boys must writhe with envy over the exploit of @
slim and trim Austin girl. .

The use of Christmas seals on mail going to foreign coun-
tries is forbidden by the intermational postal agreements and
it will be well for persons sending mail into foreign countries
to restrain their Yuletide enthusiasm and so keep their mail
from coming back to them or going to the dead letter office
whence eventually it may be returned to them next summer
Watch the postal regulations if you are in earnest about send:
ing Christmas rememhbrances through the mails.

The latest discussion that is attracting attention im the¢
country is whether legs or eyes are the chief attraction of
woman. A New York paper which conducted a questionnair«
on this subject has published a symposium of replies that show
that the majority of those who were brave enough to send ir
their opinions, favor bewitching eyes and provocative lips ar¢
assets superior to shapely legs among a woman’s assets. Afte:
all what’s the use? Mere man always is bewitched and he
never stops to reason whether it is eyes or legs that bewitcl
him. »

Critics. may assail Chaplain Dickson because he has called
attention to glaring errors in alleged books of history pre-
pared for use in publie schools, but his citation of official rec
erds will dispel the thought that he is captious in the matter
e wants truth told in history and really we see no reasor
why a textbook intended for sehool children shou}ld not tel’
the truth. Tt may have been noted that the comments of
Chaplain Dickson included mention of erroneous statements
made: by two alleged Texas historians whose books are heing
used in Texas schools.

Recent figures given out from Washington tell us that the
total deaths of Americans in battle and from wounds received
in battle in the world war aggregate 50,150, When we con-
template that the slaughter in the world war was the great:
est ever known in human conflict and then turn to the statis-
tics: of automobile deaths in this country every year we are
foreed to the conclusion that the world war must take a minor
place in the’'records of factors which annihilate human life.
The loss of little more than 50,000 human lives in a conflict

- in which the United States had part approximately eighteen
months shrinks into insignificance beside the aggregate of
bhuman lives taken in automebile aecidents in-a single year, -

' THE JOINING OF CHURCH AND
STATE.

Under the caption above the Chicago Tribune of Deeem-
ber 12 gives the world an editorial which is one of the ablest
presentations of the danger of union of church and state that
has been written, in years.
forcible sentences which breathe the true spirit of the Amer-
‘can republic. One need be neither prelate nor jurist to ap-
preciate the full meaning of what is written and none but
fool or fanatic will question the correctness of what has been
written. Here is the Tribune’s editorial and it is worthy of
careful and thoughtful reading by every one who feels a
natrioti¢ interest in the preservation of liberty and the per-
manence of American institutions: :

“At the opening of congress Senator Bruce of Maryland
said that the separation of church and state in the United
States is becoming a dead letter. There are no bishops sitting
in congress by virtue of their ecclesiastical office, and the
churches, although exempt from taxation, are not supported
by it. Nevertheless, the sectarian influence upon and inter-
terence with legislative processes has carried organized
shurches into pelitics and into government, as organizations.

“The purpose is to produce conformity by law, and not by
persuasion. It is the province of the clergy to work by pre-
cept, persuasion and example for the maintenance of right
living and in the services of worship. The matters with which
the clergy has particularly to do do not fall within the scope
of law:in a free country. They are in essence matters of be-
lief and opinion in which freecdom is necessary and to which
law is inimical.

“The early history of religion was one of ecoercion. People
acquired liberty by getting away from that. A difference was
made between acts in which they must conform te the state
and acts and opinions which were guided by their conscience
or their will. The church was the repository of their con-
science. {

“Harly American clergymen did not want to give Quakers
freedom of belief and worship. There was a bit of trades
gynionism in that. The New England ministers were authori-
tative persons. 'The government was theocratic. The fran-
chise was restricted and contained within the church. The
Quakers did not need ministers and were thought to threaten
the political system, the position of the minister, his authority,
and his livelihood. Consequently they were tortured and driv-
en out. J

“In a free country people should be very careful how they
use law. At this period of human development it is not neces-
sary to break ground for fundamental laws. They have all
been evolved out of human experience. Laws for the general
regulation of human conduct do not need the explorer, in-
venter, or discoverer.

‘“New laws regulating conduct will nearly always be found
coming from people who seek to require obedience from other
people who do not grant it out of their own conscience or
opinion. Many of these codes of conduct are matters of church
discipline where they properly regulate persons subscribing
te the doctrines of the church. P

“They may appear merely as moral and not as religious
ideas and yet represent the judgments of one organized body.
'If people are brought to conformity and into association by
persuasion, there is a free country. If they are brought into
this attitude by coercion of law, liberty is gone. I

“When the organized churches enter politics and govern-
ment they do so to obtain state authority for their ideas. The
minister then becomes a politician, and he seeks to obtain
what he wants in matters of belief, opinion and conduct not
by persuwasion exercised from his pulpit but by acts passed in
the legislature. o (

“Politics in its best form is expedient and compromising.
It gains ground by yielding ground. We have recently seen in
this state that many clergymen were willing to’sacrifice con-
| siderations of public morality in government to the exped-
iency of putting a dry vote in the United States senate. It is
truwe that other ministers opposed them and took the higher
ground, but they were of the minority. The methods of
church and state are so opposed in their essentials and in
their principles that the introduction of the chureh in politcs
produces a degeneraton in beth. - :

“Ministers who seek to gain objeets which should not be
sought in politics do not retain uncompromised the ideals
and standards of the churches. There is thus a breakdown
| in the true forms of government and another .in the proper
influence of the chureh. The separation of church and state
is justified by experience.

“When churches seek to establish certain rules of con-
duct by political action and legislative enactment they have
entered a field which may have no limit. They have certain
profound convictions which, as they perceive them, vitally
-affect life. It is bound to seem superlatively desirable that

conformity, and that this shall be accomplished by law if
necessary.

“_It is not true that the church effort thus far has been
confined to support of ideas of public morality generally
agr'eed_upon. The sumptuary law imbedded in the consti-
tution involves a matter of personal habit and self-discipline.
and the fundamentalist laws touch matters of religious belief.

.“T‘he orgamnized political activities of the, churches, the
leg'lslative lobbies of religious bedies, and the activities of
.religious ‘grand juries’ supperted by large political funds,
glve great concern to Americans who hope to have their coun-
try retain its traditions and its influence as a place of in-
‘dividual liberty under proper laws.

' ““There are persons who cannot understand the difference

petween a proper law and an improper one. They find in the
'ability to pass a law a moral justification for-its existence
land a grant of sanctity to its enforcement. As people of such
opinion increase, the value of all law is injured and liberty
| under the law is threatened.” '

served its purpose as political propaganda and will be resur-
rected when another campaign s opened.

octogenarian is now a participant in the division of his estate
to the extent of nearly half a million dollars. That is pretty
good compensation for her brief period of married life with
the old man. \ ¢

~ Law is law and justice is justice. A lot of fanatical folk
In an eastern state started a crusade to close movie picture
ho,u_ses Sunday. The movie men retaliated by filing com-
plaints against their persecutors under a law, just as valid
as jchat under which the movie men were arrested. Now the
rigidly righteous are confronted with a situation which is
fentirvely within the law and must choose whether they will
back up or stop business in their town. ° ]

fl‘exas lost a loyal and enthusiastic friend when C’. N.
Whlt:ehea-d, president of the Missouri-Kansas-Texas railway
died in New York December 9. He was a practical railroader

service had been given in Texas. Since his elevation to the
presidency of the road in whose service his apprenticeship was
spent, he had made several visits to Texas and on each ccca-
sion had made known plans for development and expansior
that showed his deep interest in making Texas greater. Hin
death at the age of 48 years is to be deplored and all Texas
mourns a friend. ; i

Now the timid packers. of the United States are clamoring
for a higher tariff on canned beef, They pretend to fear com-
petition from: Argentine.
fact that Argentinians can sell cattle cheaper than packers

packing plants in Argentine can buy, kill and pack beef cheap-
er and pay transportation costs to the United States and under-
gell their own products in this country. Granted!" Would
patriots want to admit such a situation? Are they more Ar-
| gentine than United States?
. to buyer of a can of beef for the reason that the packer charges
at a Tate based on United States conditions and not on his

‘cheaper Argentine advantages.

It is logieal, clear and filled with |

all men should be brought to see the light and to live in |

The tax reduction program went by the board. Still it

The manicure girl who became, the bride of a millionaire

whe: had worked up from the ranks and a great part of his|

Their plea seems to be baged on the

can buy American cattle and so the American packers with|

The difference does not benefit |

Diary of Czar’s

Oificer

Solves Seeret of Suicide
of Crown Prince Rudolph

Berlin, Dec. 15.—The first authen-
| tic and official reports about Europe’s
greatest royal mystery, the death of
Crown Prince Rudolph of Austria
. Hungary and the beautiful Baroness
| Marie Vetsera at the hunting castle of
Mayerling, January 29, 1889, have
just been given to the world by the
diary of Count W. N. Lamsdorf, for-
mer director of the Russian foreign
office.

The diary has been published by
“Zentralarchiv’” and is in the Rus-
sian language only.

‘Setting at rest all the many weird
versions that have been cireulated
about the tragedy of Mayerling ever

ago, the offieiall Russian reports,
based on the testimony of the last
letters of Crown Prince Rudolph him-
self, confirm the pepular version that
the erown prince ended by suicide.

But they also assert that Crown
Prince Rudolph did not die because
of his love affair with the Baroness
Vetsera, which ‘“played no special
role” in the matter, but because of
a ‘“‘terrible scene” between Emperor
Franz Joseph and Rudolph which
 drove the son to his death. The rid-
dle as to what this ‘terrible scene”
was about, if it was not about Baro-
ness Vetsera, as had been assumed,
remains unsolved.

Extract from the diary follows:

Petersburg, January 18, 1889—To-
ward neon, the official on duty
called me to the telephoné. The min-
"istry of the royal court inquired
whether the rumors that the heir-
apparent to the throne of Austria-
Hungary had died were true, I in-
formed the minister that the foreign
office up to this hour had received
‘no official information from Vienna.

At nine o'clock in the evening a
telegram arrived from the Russian
ambassador in Vienna, Prince Lo-
banoff, which brought the news that
the crown prince had been found
dead in his bed early in the morning.
Tt was believed that death had been
due to a hemorrhage. Shortly after-
wards the directors of the foreign of-
fice, Giers, called for me and showed
‘me a telegram which the czar had
just received from Emperer Franz
Joseph. The telegram contained this
remark in the czar’s own handwrit-
ing: “What a terrible accident!”

This
Vienna 18. 30, at 4:35 in the after-
noon, read:

“With the greatest sorrow I inform.
you of the death of my son Rudolph
which occurred today in Mayerling
near Baden. The erown prinqe died
as a result of a stroke of apoplexy.
I am convinced that you will share
my sorrow. Franz Joseph.”

Friday, January 20, 1889.—Loban-
off telegraphed today that Archduke
Rudolph had ended through suicide.
When the director of the foreign of-
fice returned from an audience with

convinced that ‘the death of Crown
Prince Rudolph had come as a result
of a duel. The czar said literally:
| “@Crown Prince Rudolph was no wom-
an-hater and he was surely caught in
flagranti and had to stand a duel
Why should he have gone to Mayer-
'ling with two witnesses two days be-
fore the ceurt hunting party? I don’t
believe it was a suicide. Emperor
Franz Joseph telegraphed that the
crown prince had died on account of
a stroke of apoplexy. T suppose this
' telegram was intended to prevent any
 rumors.”/

The director of the censorship,
' Gretch, 'showed me a bunch of tele-
grams which confirmed the fact of
the crown prince’s suicide. Tt de-
)velepod‘ that despite the strictest
medical prohibition, the erown prinece
had passionately indulged in aleohol,
that-he drank wine with pleasure and
especially a mixture of champagne
and cognae, This devil’'s brew he had
learned from the English heir to: the
throne. The Russian censorship for-
“bade the publication of these tele-
grams, of course. The minister of
foreign affairs, Giers, is very much
concerned because the court has de-
cided to hold a ball the next week.
At this ball the ladies are to appear
in black gowns. The czar asserts
' that sueh balls have been held at the
. Russian court before.

The czar insists that the ball be
held. Giers called the attention o'
the czar to the fact that the funeral
iof the erown prinee is scheduled for
Tuesday and that the ball is’ sche-
duled to take place three rays after
the funeral. But the ezar’ insisted
(that the ball be held. Today the
grand duke of Hesse-Darmstadt ar-
 rived with Princess Alice (later
Czarina Alexandra Fedorowna) and
Ithe Hessian heir-apparent,

March 19th, 1889:
turned over to me a strictly private
letter which had arrived from our
‘attache in Vienna, Prince Kanata-
kusin. This letter is very interesting,
‘in my opinion, although it repeats
much that is already known from
‘the letters of the Russian ambassador
in Vienna. 'The relations between the
“ambassador and the attache are not
very friendly, and therefore each eof
them sent a separate report. The
letter of the attache comes from a
well-informed source. He received
his infoermation frem the most inti-
mate friend of the crown prince, the
Count Szechenyi, .

Several - days before his  death,
_Crown Prinece Rudolph wrote a let-
ter to Szechenyi, and greatly regret-
ted that the latter ecould not visit the
_crown prince on account of illness
lamong his children, for the crown
 pringe wished to speak to him wvery
- urgently.
tastrophy is more or less the same as
.the version of Prince I.obanoff. On
the chair beside the bed on which
(the crown prince and Vetsera lay,
dead, were found several
among them one addressed to; Szech-
enyi. .

Emperor Franz Joseph, who did
not believe in the suicide,
personal physician, Dr. Widerhofer,
to Mayerling. When he heard the
full truth his anguish knew no limits.
‘He fell to the floor in convlusions’ of
.despair. When he came to himself
he called for Count Szechenyi and
gave him the letter of the crown

prince. Szechenyi asked the emper-

since it occurred thirty-seven years

telegram which had Ileft |

"the czar he related that the ezar was.

Today Giers 7

The description of the ca- |

letters:

sent his.

| or insisted that Szechenyi read the
| or insisted that Czechenyi read the
letter first. After Szechenyi had reac
the letter he showed it to the emper-
or. In this letter the*crown prince
declared that he must die, regretted
that he had had no opportunity any
more to speak to his friend and bade
him to order his papers, for which
purpose he enclosed the key to his
writing desk. The letter was writter
several minutes before the death of
the crown prince. In the writing
desk Szechenyi found three letter:
dated Monday, January 28th-—a proof

upon before. One letter was to the
empress, another to the crown prin-
cess, and the third to the archduchess
Marie Valerie. These letters, accord-
ing to the declaartion of the emperor,
contained the information that the
erown prince had decided to die.

The suicide made a terrible im-
pression on Empress [Elizabeth.” She
was convinced that Crown Prince Ru-
dolph was congenitally affected by
the Witelsbach blood and that he had
committed suicide in an attack of in-
sanity. Czechenyi told me that he
had never noticed any signs of mono-
sanity.’ . Szechenyi told me that heo
doubted that the suicide had been
committed in a moment of insanity,
and that the love affair also did not
play a special role in it. It was said
that a terrible scene had taken place
between the emperor and the crown
prince whiech had driven the crown
prince to his death.

Witching Eyes and
Kissable Lips Win
Over Shapely Legs

New York, Dec. 15.—Bewitching
eyes and provoeative mouth hold ¢
greater charm for men than shapel:
legs, in the opimion of some of New
York’s feminine notables.

They are quoted in a symposium by
the New York American  which was
prompted by its understanding tha’
Dr. Marie Charlotte Degoliere Daven
port of Vienna said in Washington:

“Girls, cultivate your legs above
your mind. They are your most im-
portant asset. They count over educa-
tion, intellect and culture.”

Dr. Davenpeort, who is 102 years old
was reported as displaying a pair oi
trim ankles in explanation of her win-
ning a husband 47 years her junior.

But Ann Pennington, exponent of

tised possessor of the shapeliest legs
in the world, disagrees with the cen-
tenarian physician.

“It’s only in- the dancing worlc
that legs are a girl’s best asset,” she
(says! “Mine are mine, of course, ii
you knew 'what I mean.”

Louise Hunter, Metropolitan Op-
era. soprano, also disagrees with
Dr. Davenport.

“I am glad if I have good-look-
| ing' legs,”” she said, “but they woulc
not get me into 'grand opera along
by any means. It’s talent and
brains and character that a womai
must cultivate
ahead.”

Beryl Halley, professional model
however, partly agrees that shapely
legs constitute a woman’s greates:
charm.

“For the flapper ' type, legs count
most,” she said. “All men love &
pretty ankle. A girl -who is ‘not
good-looking otherwise can havo
lots of admirers by wearing * dainty
‘pumps over silk stockinged legs and
showing them.’”

Madame Frances Alda, famous
Srima. donna, also a possessor of
 beautiful legs, acknowledged that “all
women are a bit vain about showing
pretty legs,’”” but said that in the
.olden days the most fascinating beau-
ities held their admirers by mystery
land subtle eharm. ¢

“Have we any woman today show-
ing legs to her knees who is more
lovely than they were?” sheasked,
and answering the question herself
she said, “I don’t think so.”

Dr. Mary Halton, physician, alsc
fails to agree with her sister in thc
same profession.

“A. sweet smile, a provocative
mouth, a pair of soft veiled eyes,
these are greater feminine attributes
than legs,”” she said. “With them &
girl gets farther along in the world,
sven if her legs are like barrels.”

iPlam. for lrrigating
3’2%;“900 cres in

‘Washington, D. €., Dee: 15.—Thoe
biggest program for the development
of the Rio  Grande Valley yet .at-
tempted was launched here Monday
| when County Judge Lamar Gill of

i Dancy of Cameron County and R. T.
Stuart of . Harlingén conferred with
Congressman John N, Garner, reclam-
ation Director Elmwood Mead and
others. The program is:

dams in Mariscal Canyon to irrigate
3,200,000 acres of land on. either side
of the Rio Grande, in Texas and Mex-
ico.

2. A 35-foot harbor at Point Tsa-
bel.

3. Bxtension of the intercoastal
canal to Brownsville and Harlingen.

The Texas delegation together with
Senators Sheppard and Mayfield held
a long conference with Senaotr Hiram
Johnson and- Representative Swing,
California author of the Boulder Dam
‘project bill.

The Boulder Dam project is similar
to that of the Mariscal project. The
' Mariscal projeet will require a- treaty

able distribution of Rie Grande wa-
ters. ' Extension of the intercoastal
canal from Galveston to Corpus
Christic is' carried in the rivers and
harbors: autherization bill- which is

day, having passed the House last
summer, s y

that the suicide had been determined |
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to be taken up in the Senate Tues-

the blaek bottom ‘dance and adver- |
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1. Building. of a series. of powerl

‘with Mexico to provide for the equit- |

L patients suffering: from
| diesase,” epilepsy, and other ailments.

Sambo, Pet Dog of
Governor’s Daughter '
Is Lost From M_ansion

Austin, Dec, 15.—*“Sambo,’”’ the bat-

| tle searred veteran Spitz, guardian of

the executive mansion, and for 12
vears the companion of Miss Dorrace
Ferguson, daughter of Governor Mi-

. riam A. Ferguson, has disappeared.

Coming to the mansion when Gov-
ernor James E. Ferguson was at his
height in the political life of Texas
in 1915, this dog, then a small bit of
white fluff and wet nose, wagged his
friendly tail into the life and hearts
of the Fergusons. He became the
self-appointed and vigilant guardian
of his little mistress. He followed
in the retreat of the Fergusons to
their home in Temple, after the spec-
tacular unseating *of the governor,
and walked his post as guard of the

 homestead in a doggishh manner.

As the comeback of the KFergusons
was staged in 1924, and the white
sheets were rent from parading klans-
men, this dog strode back to the ex-
ecutive mansion, to growl his threats
at sinister persons, and wag his shag-
gy tail as his mistress, now a grown
young woman, smoothed his yellow-
ing and ragged coat of hair.

" Sambo  patrolled the mansion
grounds up to a few weeks ago; until
his aged dimmed eyes prevented him
discerning pal from persecutor.  As

the closing days of the woman gov-

ernor’s administration rapidly began
to pass he growled at all persons, un-
til he satisfied himself by sniffing at
their clothes, that they were friendly.
If not, he snapped at them with his
blackened and rattling old teeth.

Whether he crawled off to die, his
mistress does not know, but she is
saddened over Sambo’s disappear-
ance. She has given up hope of his
return, since the police have failed
to find any trace of him,

Ragged old Sambo wore a nickel
studded collar, with his name, name
of his mistress, Miss Dorrace Fergu-

:son, and his address, ‘executive man-
| sion,” engraved on his license tag.

‘50,150 Amevricans Die

in World War Battles
and 182,674 Wounded

Waghington, Dec. 15.—Battle cas-
ualties of the United States forces
in the World War numbered 50,150
deths and 182,674 wounded, it was
disclosed in a report released by the
adjutant general’s office. Total cas-
ualties amounted to 244,173.

Of the battle deaths, 37,568 oc-
curred in action and 12,942 result-
ed from wounds received in action.
Accidental wounds and shell shock
were not considered in compiling
the statisties. The records show
5,016 cases of shell shock were
treated.

Meore than 83 per cent of the
wounded were gas casualties. Oof a
grand total of 206,645 wounds suf-
fered by 195,556  individuals, 127,-
228 were caused by gunshot, 68,-
975 (33.40. per cent), by gas, 9,486
by  shell, 229. by air raid, and
. 164, by bayonet.

The total battle casualties of the
Thirty-third division were 6,864, with
691 soldiers and officers killed in
action. The first division with
. 22,320 casualties, including 3,730
deaths, led the list by divisions.

Menument to Texan
Will Be Reared by
British Government

San Antonio, Texas, Dec. 15.—A
monument willl be erected by the
British government for Pvt. Leel
McGale, 1T-year-old ' San Antonio
'boy ,who was awarded a posthum-
ous deeoration for gallantry in ac-
tion in 1918 as a member of the
famous Canadian Black Watch.. The
‘monument will be erected at Quarry
Wood Cemetery near Bourlon Woods,
according to a communication from
the . British @War Department re-
ceived ' by David | A. McGale, 201
' Bast Rische street, brother of Pri-
vate McGQGale.. ‘

Young McGale was studying for
the priesthood in the Ameriean Col-
lege at Rome, Italy, when war was
declared between the United States
and Germany. Leaving his: studies,
he embarked for home and on his
arrival in Boston applied for enlist-
ment in the; United States army. Re-
{jected because of his youth and fail-
ure to make required physieal tests,
ihe went to Canada, where he was
aeccepted. !

One " month later he was sen'z to
England where he spent two months
in. a machine gun school near Lon-
don and was then sent as a replace-
ment to. France.

On his arrival he was. assigned
to. the 72d Battalion, Canadian In-
fantry, serving through eight major
engagements during the fall of 1917
and the heavy fighting around Ypres
and Baupaume during the spring of
L 191 8«

He was awarded the Distinguished
_Service. Medal (British), for gal-
lantry in action four days before his
death, when he, as the only sur-
vivor of a patrol of eight men, re-
turned. to his lines with two Ger-
man prisoners. .

Private McGale was killed by ma-
chine gun fire during a counter-at-
“tack Sept. 27, 1918. in the.edge of
Bourlon R Woad after his battalion
had pushed the Germans from their
"own front line.

McGale was a, native of Massa-
chusefts but had lived the greater
part of his life in San Antonio.
His parents, Mr. and ‘Mys. David
“McGale, died when he was a small
child. A brother, James McGale,
who. served during the closing days
of the war at Camp Dix, has since
‘died, leaving one brother, David Mec-
| Gale Jr.,, of San Antonio, the  ‘only
‘surviving member of the family.

Monkey St?[ Lives
After Organs Go to
Six Human Patienis

Moscow, Dec. 15.—Prof. Rosanoff,
who treated Nicolai Lenin, has suc-
ceeded in transplanting various or-
‘gans of one monkey to six human
‘“Addison’s

Results of the experiment are not yet

¢ertain, but the patients are still alive;
so is the monkey. b acs sl R b
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Legendary Gold Mine Near
Llano Believed Found; One
Vein of Which Shaft Hits

~

On the extreme Western point of
the famous Packsaddle Mountains,
15 miles from Llano, W. P. Bank-
ston and G. W. Burton of Austin
have discovered the historic old gold
and silver mine worked by Don Ber-
mando de Mirando in 1778, accord-
ing to a story published in the Hous-
ton Sunday Chronicle.

Several years ago Burton, who was
spent much' of, his life as a/ miner in
Mexico, became interested in stories
of legended once rich vein of ore
on the Packsaddle range. It is said
that this mine was the source of
great Spanish wealth in Texas and
it has heen the subject of many fire-
side stories of lost mines ‘and buried
treasures.

From these tales thousands of per-
sons have spent years of their lives
searching for these lost mines in vain
and the discovery of the old mine a
few weeks ago threatens to cause an-
other '49 rush to Central Texas.

Don Bernando de Mirande in his
written
ords of which are now on file in the
University of Texas library, states in
one place: “I located and worked
on the Main Almagres a deposit of
mineral, lead, gold and silver, the
vein heing rich and running in every
divection. I took peons and worked
the ore, smelting it in the valley at
the place.”

“From the old records written by
Don Mirando,” Burton said, “I de-
cided the mine must have been on
top of the mountain.

“There is a legend that the Indians
and Spaniards had a battle on the
Packsaddles years and years ago. It
is said by some that the Indians, in
an endeavor to conceal the minces
after they had killed all the Span-
iards, filled the shafts with dirt and
rocks and made the mountain top
look the same all over. Others say
that the Spaniards, when they saw
they were going' to be overpowered,
filled their mines up so the Indians
could not find and work them.

“0l1d timers have told me that their
fathers had said the tops ,of these
mountains were at one time covered
with human bones. If this was S0,
then there must have been a fierce
battle waged here. Now all these
stories fired me with an ambition to
seareh for the mine. The shaft I
have found gives all evidence that at
one time some one really did fill the
old shaft with dirt and rocks.

“I began working around these
mountains about seven years ago,
There are the ruins of four Spanish
smelters in the valley below here
and  this gave me eneouragen\ept.
Also from the rock all over the moun-
tain chain a mossy green formation
thrown off by mineral lead and sil-
ver, a kind of canker is seen. But
until about ‘a year agoe I could not
find strong enough showings of the
real mineral ore to get the financial
backing needed to sink a shaft to the
base of the mountain. There have
been so many reports that the eld
mine was found that people were
afraid to back new adventures.

In his work in the gold and silver
mines in Mexico, Burton became fa-
miliar with the fact that the Span-
iards marked their ‘'mines so they
could return to them should they get
lost. As another evidence that they

”

account of his mine, the rec-|

marked their mineés in Texas Burton
found a mine shaft a few years ago

from a map found in a soapstone
guarry.
One day Burton found a spoon

about seven inches long cut in. the
bark of a. cedar tree. Other signs he
has found are those of arrow heads
mining or tunneling bar, spears;
spikes, initials, straight lines, blazes,
X marks, dots, daggers and axes. One
of the most interesting is that of an
X mark and five dots. The dots
mean a, certain distance of the mine
and the X mark means that the di-
rection is exactly opposite to that
shown by the dot direction.

The old story says the mine was
just left of the Old Spanish Trail
and that is exaectly where the pres-

‘ent one is located and the. shaft is

oenly a few feet frem the tiny cross
first discovered by Burton. At a
depth. of less than 10 feet the ore
vein was struck and has widened
from about an ineh to over three
inehes at 70 feet. :

Burten found that in four different
places signs peinted direetly to ths
spot where he sunk his shaft. In
two places the signs pointed to a tree
where a. netel 'was found cut. A
rifle- barrel in ' this notch  poinus
straight at the point in the mountain
where the tiny cross was found.

Mining is now done by pick- shovei
and blasting powder. A hoist, buck-
et and engine brings the dirt from
the shaft and it is dumped right over
the edge of the mountain. At a depth
of 40 feet the first pocket was found
and it tested about’$200 a tonm. At
a depth of 60 feet a second pocket.
testing 3800 a ton, was found. Bur-
ton hopes to strike the main ore bed
at’'about 100 feet or at the base of
the mountain. A smelter is now be-
ing built.

Going down in the shaft, one notes
that the’ air is filled' with a white
vapor looking like smoke. The ail
is tainted with a damp, cool, lead
odor. This white smoke is an evap-
oration thrown off by ' lead org;
which goes out into the air either by
crevices or through the rock and dirt.
This is the cause of the green forba-
tion on the roek surface. This: evap-
oration seeks the lines of least resis
tancee and when a crevice is found in
the rock the larger percentage of it
goes Dy' this route. When a -large
cavity occurs in the rocks this farma-
tion fills this and forms pockets such
as Burton and Bankston discevered
in their shaft. Somewhere in the
base of the mountain lies fhe main
ore bed, from which this evaporatlor
of mineral is taking place.

“T have found gleanor ore in sewv-
eral caves around here,” Burton said,
‘and several old Spanish coins hawve
been found. The formation here is
almost oxactl:( the same as the fam-
ous Durango mines in Mexicc There
is almost every kind of miner.. here
in these mountains, and there is a
possibility of this region becoming
one of the greatest mining districts in
the United States. It has taken yeais
of painstaking work and has cost
many a human life to discover what
we believe to be the lost mines of
the seventeenth _century. And " if
this is it, many old tales will be prov-
en or disproven within the next few
months.”’

Wants Recognition of
Calles in Mexico by
Washington Recalled

Washington, Dec. 14.—Withdrawal
by the United States of recognition
of the Calles govermment in Mexico
was advocated today by Representa-
tive Boylan, demoerat, New York, im
a public statement.

“Rear Admiral Lattimer’s statement
that Mexican interests are conniving
at the importation of munitions into
Nicaragua in violation of the United
States arms embargo and to be sup-
plied to the faction fighting a govern-
ment recognized by the Coolidge ad-
ministration,” he said, “‘should be suf-
ficient proof to Secretary Kellogg that
Mexico holds the greatest contempt
for the United States and is not afraid
to show it.

“For months Mexico has flouted
this country’'s wishes, but this clearly
shows that the bholshevistic Calles gov-
ernment is prepared to go to extremes
to express its light opinion of the
United States. On Jan. 1, 1927, un-
less our state department adopts a
definite and strong policy and adg

heres to it, Mexico will put into effect |

laws confiscating American property
and affecting American citizens ad-
versely.

“At no tune has the present ad-
ministration boldy and aggressively
insisted upon upholding of American
rights in Mexico. It is clear that Am-
bassador Sheffield has not emnjoyed
the. complete confidence or support
of his own state department in his
complaints to the Calles government.

“Why is Mr. Kellogg so silent and
submissive? 1Is he waiting for. a
miracle, or for the bankers to tell him
they have got out from under?”

Bodies of Youthful
Robbers to Be Laid
Beside That of Dad

Fort Worth, Tex., Dec. 13.—The
bodies of two youthful robbers teday
on the way to lie beside that of their
father in Dublin, Tex., while their
victims struggled for life in_a 1'ort
Worth hospital. ¥

Don Wilson, 18, confessed robber of
several persons, died last night. His
brother, Jack, 21, companion in the
cscapades, died Friday mnight. The
boys were shot in attempting to hold
up N. C. Buchanan, 34, and a woman
companion.

The younger Wilson hoisted his
brother into the Buchaman automo-
bile and took him to a hespital after
the Friday night shooting. Their fa-
ther, N. P. Wilson, was a former Dub-
lin constable.

’Buchanan today was makmg a slow'
fight against his wounds. !

Locomotive Given by
Missouri Pacific to

Students at A. & M.

College Station, Texas, Dec. 15~
In the presence of the entire student
body and a large number of visitors,
a locomotive was presented by the
Missouri Pacific Lines to the A. and
M. College here December 11. It was
presented on behalf of the railroad
by H. R. Safford, executive vice-
president, and accepted on behalf of
the college by President T. O. Wal-
ton.

Speeches were made by F. M. Law
of Houston, chairman of the board
of directors of the college; R. D.
Bowen, president of the Pioneer Stu-
dents Association; T. C. Clegg of

 Trinity and P L. Downs of Temple,

pioneer students who were here in
the *70s; W. &G. Choate, general mana-
ger of the railroad; Horace Booth,
traffic manager; J. E. Anderson, man-
ager; J, E. Anderson, assistant to the
executive vice-president, and Dean F.
C. Bolton of the college.

The locomotive will be used by the
students in the study of engineering
and mechanics. It was built for the
L.-G. N. railroad more than 40 years
ago, but recently was tebuilt in the
Palestine shops for presentation to
the college. x

Most of the visitorrs were from
Houston and came up on a special
Pullman car. They were guests of
the college at breakfast and immedi-
ately thereafter reviewed the cadet
corps, after which the cadets were
marched to the sidetrack where the
locomotive was. to be presented and
gathered in close formation about
it.

Education and transportation and
relation of the one to the other was
the general theme of Mr. Safford’s
address in presenting the locomotive,
He pointed out that the railway has
been a help to education, and that
education is an. essential to further
developmefit of the-railway. Hence
the interest of his railroad lines in
the A, and M. College. In his speech
of response, President Walton ex-
pressed the appreciat#éon of the ecol-
legge of the interest in its welfare
taken by the Missouri Pacific Lines
and assured the donors that the en-
gine would be used to great advan-
tage to the students and would prove
a real benefaction on the part of the
road.

Mr: Clegg made a. short talk, ad-
dressed chiefly to the student body,
urging them to greater efforts. He

| claimed the distinetion of being; the-
 first former student to send a' son

to, the schogl and said '’ thqt he now
has a grandson in the college,

Fines Imposed on 84

Arrested in Counter

Jrvingten, . Ne 4T, 0 Dee.
overworked recorder’s ecourt in this

of $2 each im 84 cases of the 98
cases brought before it by arrests
of persons charged under an old
vice and immorality act with break-
ing the Sabbath.

Those fined included storekeepers,
reporters, taxi and trolley men,
 barbers, a pinochle player and’ one
youth who “did fiddle for merri-
nrent.” .

Ten of the remaining cases were
taken ynder advisement by Record-
er Stoddard, and December 21 was
set as the date for the hearing of
charges against four bus and trolley
operators who
jury.

Managers of motion  picture the-

‘the managers two weeks ago under
the same old statute, and resultant
fine of $1 each for operating on
Sundays.

Herbert Kruttschmtt manager oz
a gaseline f111mg station and one of
yesterday’s vietims, has made com-
plaint against Ernest P. Biro, coun-
sel for the movie men, and his two
associates. ;

‘Kruttschnitt contended that Bire
and his men were working yester-
day and therefore violating the law
when they went from place to place
buying cigarettes, cigars, candy and
what not, ‘as evidence en which to
. demand arrests. Stoddard has taken
Kruttschnitt’s case and that of the
warrants he demands under consid-
eration until next Monday.

cide whether reporters are engaged
in “worldly employment of business,
ordinary or servile labor.” One of
the eight arrested yesterday pleaded
not guilty |, when arraigned today,
contending that his work did not

ed. in those taken under advisement.

Shaw Gleeful Over
Rumpus Stirred by
Refusal of Award

London, Dec. 15.—It's up to the
Swedish Academy,” said George Ber-
nard Shaw in a telephone interview
with the Associated Press today in
which he was informed that his re-
jection yesterday of the money prize
connected with the Nobel literature
award was interfpreted in Stoekholm
as tantamount to rejection of the en-
tire award.

“I'm not worrying,” the dramatist
added. “Let them de that—but I am
certainly going to be the most inter-
ested front row spectatog in the dis-
cussion I now hope 11 develop

to writers.”

Asked if he agreed with Sinclair
L.ewis; who refused the Pulitzer prize
en the ground that prizes were bad
for literature, Shaw snapped: Ty
don’'t agree with anything.”

He 'said ‘he wanted to see the
whole subject threshed out in the
press. Also he was thankful for Lew-
'is’ action, because it had called his
attention to the Pulitzer prize which
he had never heard of before.

He would not say whether he was
against the idea of offering awards,
but felt sure a general discussion
among the press and public would' be
most interesting.

The famous dramatist was in an
excellent mood today, feeling so splen-
didly, in faect, that he talked to his
interviewer ever the telephone from
his Adelphia Terrace flat, overlook-
ing the Thames.

Shaw, it must be undefstood, hates
telephones nearly as emphatically as
Rudyard Kipling and Sir James Bar-
rie, the latter of whom has his: tele-
phone number registered in his: but-
ler’s name.

All telephone calls to the Shaw
home are usually answered by his
Jrousekeeper or secretary, Shaw
does not care for interviews, either,
and to make certain there are no in-
truders, has an iron gate in front of
the entrance to his flat.

But he is intensely curious, and was
much more curious than usual this
morning—so curious in fact that his
.secretary could not quite satisfy him
after the interviewer had twice talked
to her on the phone, saying he had
an interesting dispatch from Stock-
holm.

The secretary was told that the
Stoeckholm message was of much in-
terest to Shaw, but was not told what
it was all about.

“Ys it a long dispatch,” the secre-
tary asked.

“Yes, quite lengthy,” she was told.

“Well, wait a moment I will see
what Mr. Shaw is doing.”

Then a few seconds later a voice
thundered over the wire: ‘“Bernard
Shaw speaking. What is it, anyway,
that you have from Stockholm?”

He was told briefly that the Swed-
is reaction to his letter accepting the
ihonor of the award but declining the
prize money was that it was tanta-
.mount to declinging the entire award.
" “Well, well,” he chuckled. “Tt ap-
pears as I had started something. 1
certainly didn’t intend to—nothing of
the kind ever entered my mind.

won the award—whatever it was—
but I certainly did not try for it.”

Here the author warmed up to his
subject and apparently placed his be-
whiskered face nearer the meuth-
piece, settling down for a good chat.
He went on to say that he most as-
suredly was interested in Sinelair
Lewis’ assertion that prize-giving had
a tendency to influence writers to
keep an eye and a half on the prize
and the little sight that remained on
the work itself.

SELF-FED HOGS
EAT.
When hogs of any age have con-

stant access to self-feeders there is

practically no danger of their over-
eating,
partment of Agriculture. This is|
of considerable importance in the}

‘ease of sows whiech are suckling

their litters. An additional ad-

vantage of the self-feeder system is
the freedom from overcrowding at
the _feedels which is usual when

hand feeding is practice s

DON’'T OVER-

Attack of Movie Men|

15.—An

Newark suburb Tuesday levied finesf|

demanded trial by|

aters brought about the wholesale |
arrests in reprisal for the arrests of}

In addition, the recorder must de-|

come within the forbidden pro-
visions of the ucI, and all cases
against newspapermen were includ-

around the qguestion of giving prizes |

| tragedy.

“I heard of the Nobel prize, T be- f
lieve, hefore T wrote the work which

‘stood in the front doorway

says the TUnited States De- |

Sister of Late Roosevelt

Clashes With

George Creel

Over the Ideals of Wilson

New York, N. Y., Dec. 14.—A sister

of Theodore Roosevelt and the head
'of Woodrow Wilson’s wartime com-

mittee on public information have
clashed publicly over the war presis-
dent’s ideals and vision.

In the midst of hundreds of Wilson
admirers, Mrs. Corinne Roosgevelt

' Robinson questioned George Creel yes-

terday after his speech in town hall
explaining his view of his former
chief’s personality.

Mr. Creel said that Wilson’s vision |

foresaw ‘“‘a tragedy of disappointment
eoming,” even before the peace con-
ference due to the lapse in idealism
that followed the armistice,

“It is. well for great souls such as
these if, like  Lincoln, they can die at
the moment of their greatest achieve-
ment,” he said. “There is nothing in
the world mere savage, more cruel,
and inhuman than a people’s reac-
tion frem its own idealism.”

Questions were invited. Mrs.. Rob-
inson, who had been occupying an
aisle seat, arose and in a voice that
carried to every corner of the hall,
asked:

“If Mr. Wilson had so much vision
-as you say he had, why did he neot
.enter the war soon and save thou-

Some applause greeted the ques-
tion, but it was drowned out in the
Creel answered:

“He did not enter the war sooner
because, for oné thing, New York
and the Atlantic seahoard are not
America. It would have been im-
possible to commit the American peo-
ple to a war any earlier.”

Mrs. Robinson shook her head and
'exclaimed: “You didn’t answer my:
question.”

“But,” explained Mpz. Creel, “the
president can’t declare war. Do you
deny, madame, that congress has the
gole power to declare war? My an-
| swer is that congress would not have
declared war in 1915 or 1916; the
anti-war and the pro-German senti-
ment was too strong.”

Mrs. Robinson was unsatisfied.
“You are evading, not answering this
question,”” she said. ‘“The president
had the power of leadership. It is
said that he kept us out of war. F
want to know why he didn’t lead us
in sooner.” e

Robert Erskine KEly, presiding,
waved his hand soothingly and said
that the question had been answered.
When other questioners arose with
other topics, Mrs. Robinson left the
hall.

sands of lives?”

Inefficiency Marks
- Ship Board’s Work
in Handling Ships

Washington, Dec. 15.—No action
toward the sale of American mer-
'chant lines and the charter of the
steamship Leviathan and sister ships
iwill be taken until congress has had
'a reasonable oppeortunity to become
Linformed of the situation, a senate
investigating ecommittee was told by
| Rdward €. Plummer, vice president
'of the shipping board.

Senator Johnson, republican, Caii-
fornia, chairman of the committee,
asked the witness if the board con-
templated the sale of the lines and
Mr. Plummer replied that the ap-
parent attempts to sell them were
“feelers.”

He did mot think a buyer for the
Leviathan could be obtained because
“no man can afford to buy and run
it

Inefflclency in administration of
the fleet corporation due to frequent
changes in the chairmanship is one
reason private interests can operate
merchant lines at a profit while the
government operates at a loss, Mr.
Plummer told the committee.

The witness cited the recent re-
moval of Captain Elmer E. Crowley
as chairman, asserting he Kknew oi
'no reason for the action, and Ad-
miral Benson, another board mem-
ber, said he had no knowledge of a
reason 'for removal of Crowley.

The question of ,Crowley’s removal
consumed much of the time of the
day's hearing. Senator Fletcher,
democrat, Florida, called it a “Cool-
idge victory,” while Senator Couzens,
republican, Michigan, asked Admiral
‘Benson if it were mnot a. “frame-up in
advance:.’”” He declared such must
‘hawve been the éase or the majority
‘of the shipping board could not have
.agreed.

 Thoughtless Prank
Is Blamed for Loss
of Two Men’s Lives

Houston, Texas, Dec. 13.—The
thoughtless prank of someone who
‘threw an old telephone wire over
the power line of the Houston Light

'and Power Company near Pearland.

cost the lives of two men Sunday.
The dead are Martel Ramos, 25,
and his uncle, Nicholas Venlasques,

38, Mexican section hands. A brake-

man on the Santa Fe railroad saw
the bodies entangled in the barbed

| wire fence along the right-of-way

Sunday afternoon and reported the
He said the bodies were
flaming when the train' passed.
Officials of the light company
cut off the current and went to the
scene of the tragedy about four-
teen miles south of Houston.
Physical circumstances surround-

'ing the charred: bodies indicated on<

of the Mexicans had tried to crawl
through the fence and was electro-
cuted. The other apparently went

to the rescue and met the same |

fate.

An abandoned telephone line
stands in places along the right-of-
way. The telephone wire, broken
in places, had been thrown over the
power line. The telephone wire
' dangled to the fence, makmg a com-
plete circuit.

Hired Gunmen Said
to Have Killed Man

in [tlinois Warfare

Benton; I1k, Dee. 13.—A. theory was

‘advanced today that hired gunmen

killed Joe Adams; 300-pound mayor

of West City, near here, who was shot

down by two: unidentified men as he
of his

home late yesterday. Tt was another

‘episode in the gang warfare that has

disrupted the peace of Williamson,
Franklin and Saline countles during
‘the fall and winter and was the cul-
mination of two previous attacks on
the mayor. West City is in Franklin
county, 20 miles from Herrin.
Adams, a former roadhouse pro-
prietor, whose term would have ex-
pired next May, had figured in south-
ern Illinois gang strife through his
admitted friendship with the Shelton

. gang, and had reported that Charles |

Birger, militant leader of a rival ga.ng
had threatened his life. {

The Sheltons anmd the Birgerites,
once comrades in arms against the Kuw
Klu*c Klan, now are at pistol points in
a struggle for southern Ilhnms liquor
tratfic supremacy.

Sherrff One of 14
in Willacy County
Held For Peonage

Brownsville, Texas, December 15.
—Indictments naming fourteen Wil-
 lacy county residents, among.
them Sheriff Raymond Tell-
er,, County Attorney R. F. Robinson
‘and other officials, charged “con-
spiracy to enforce peonage,
act of enforcing peonh.g-e;” were re-
‘turned in the United States district
| court here.

The indictments were received by
Federal Judge J. C.
shortly after opening of court and
were the outgrowth of investigations

that have been under way for sev-
eral days. The information on which

ment of justice and the department
of labor.

The cases named six alleged vic-
tims.

The indictments are the out-
growth of alleged violations of the
law in forcing laboerers to pick cot-
ton in Willacy county. According
to officers, most of the cases in
which investigations were  made
were instances in which Iaborers
were foreed to work out -certain

portation from points up the state to
Willacy county.

The first case, charging conspir-
acy “by commission of various acts

arrest A. H. Nichols,
Newman and four others,”
Raymond Teller, sheriff of Willacy
county; Floyd Dodd, justice of the
peace, Raymond; Lloyd Bennett,
farmer; John Swanner, deputy sher-
iff; William Hargrove and Frank
' Brandt, deputy sheriffs, and B. F.
Robinson, county attorney.

defendants ‘“by force of arms and
by putting fear of life or bodily
injury, did deprive victims of most
of their liberty and caused. them to
perform labor and services involun-
tarily.”” Those named in. this case
are Frank Brandt, Carl Brandt, Ray-
mond Teller, R. F. Robinson, Floyd

er.

A third case makes the same
complaint as in the second, and
names C. S. Stockwell, farmer; J. H.
Chadwick, guard; Raymond Teller,
Frank Brandt, H. W. Stockwell,
farmer; Floyd Dodd and R. F. Rob-
inson.

Penalties under the charges out-
lined ecarry a maximum of five years
imprisonment, and a fine of $5,000,
or both.

The cases probably will be tried in
ithe Corpus Christi divisiom of the
Houston distriet of the United States|
district court.

Landis Is Certain
to Hold His Job as
Baseball Arbiter

New York, Deec. 13.—K. M. Lan-
dis, high commissioner of baseball,
will be re-elected for a T-year term
at the joint meeting of the National
'League club owners in New York
for their own league pow-wow to-
moarrow and Wednesday. The cir-

" A
‘ag a umnit.

are chafing under the ‘“‘benevolent de-
spotism” of Commissioner Landis, the
New York World said today. Dis-
satisfaction is felt over the belief that
the high commissioner has ignored the
existence of the advisory council, for:
no meeting has been called for the
past two years; the paper says.

‘While club owners cannot be quoted
in criticism of each other or Com-
missioner Landis under their mutual
agreement, the magnates are repre-
sented as considering the suiggestion

with the commissioner during the off-

er Landis, President John Heydler, of

dent Frank Nawin, of the American
League, who replaced Ban Johnson,
American League liead, two years ago..

ments to Landis’ working agreement

| The club ewners: that no: increase in
the $50,000 a year salary already paid,
the commissioner, will be granted at
the Chicago pow-wow, :

or the

Hutcheson, |

they were based was secured some |
weeks ago by agents of the depart-|

sums of money paid for their trans- |

designed and proposed to hold and|
Walter V.1
names

The second case, charging that the

Dodd and R. D. Rirshdorph, a farm- |

cuit is expected to vote for Landis|§

But the magnates of both leagues,

of ‘“a steering committee to advise|

season for joint meetings. The ad-|
visory council consists of Commission- [ §

the National League, and Vice Presi- |

An effort to bring abeut amend-{

‘with: the league se%ms likely at the{
(joint meeting, the magnates indicate. |

Death Forecast For
Houdini Who Sought
to Make Light of It

New York, Dec. 15.—Houdini’s
| death was predicted in spirit circles
for weeks before he died and while
Houdini still thought his ir;jury was
slight, Fulton: OQusler, the author,
reveals in a letter to Sir Arthur Con-
an Doyle.

The magician-skeptic of spiritual-
ism was not alone aware of the pre-

I dictions, according to the author. A
medium, Ousler said, informed him

i

a spirit told her “I—Ioudini?s- days as
a magician are over.’ /

commenting on OQOusler's = book,
| ‘“‘Stepchild of the Moon,” the lat-
' ter reported as follows a telephone
conversationn he had with Houdini
just before the magician opened the
| tour that ended in his death:

said. “I don’t men I am going to be
murdered, but that they are predict-
ing my death in spirit circles all
-over the eountry.”

“You don’t put any stock in it,
do you?” Ousler inquired, aware of
many similar predictions. Houdini
said he did not, but nevertheless,
‘‘he admitted that it had made an
impression on his mind.”

On the day after he read of Hou-
dini’s accident in an Albany theater,
Ousler continued, he received a let-
ter from Alice A. Wood, a medium,
who was secretary to Dr. Prince,
then principal research officer of the
American Socxety for Psychic Re-
search.

Under date of October 13, Qusler|
said, this is what Mrs. Wood wrote |
to him: \

‘“Three years ago, Dr. Hyslop
(meaning the spirit of Dr. Hyslop)
said to J. Malcolm Bird of the
Psychical Research Society:

‘“‘The waters are black for Hou-
(dini,” and he predicted that dis-
aster would befall him while per-
forming before an audience in a the-
raters Dr. Hyslop now says that
the injury is more serious than has
i been reported and that Houdini's
days as a magician are over!”

Houdini wrote him a note from
Schenectady, under date of Oct. 15,

‘only’ an
L ankle.”

e

Movie Men Am&ver
and Cause Arrests

Irvington, N. J.,, Dec. 13.—The

old blue law, passed as a safeguard
to Sunday morals, today had within
its grip 98 citizens, arrested in a
‘crusade sponsored by movie theater
owners whose theaters had been
closed previously by ministerial pro-
tests. Their fate rested with a po-
'lice judge before whom they had
‘each posted $2 bail to appear in
‘answer to charges of pursuing
“worldly” occupation on a day when
the the “vice and immorality’ law
permits only traveling to and from
church’ and the sale of milk and
‘newspapers. The penalty for viola-
tion of the law is a $2 fine, or, for
habitual offenders, 10 days in jail.
| Evenr operatiom: of railroad
\is prohibited by law, although an
amendment allows operation of omne
! passenger train a day.

The offenders, arrested yester-
day,
pation, but thoese specifically exempt-
led by the law.
tained 10 newspaper reporters, who
,had. some trouble convincing the
pelice they were working; filling
|station proprietors, street car con-
-ductors, motor men, druggists; bar-
bers, bootblacks and others.

signs on the doors explaining they
. had been arrested but would return
shortly. One restaurant owner
telephoned police in the morning,
. requesting that he be arrested eariy,
‘as he was too busy around noon.

club was invaded, and a young man

on a vielin for the amusement of
members.

The operator of a gas filling sta-|
tion opposite headquarters was ar-
rested so. many times that - finally
after each sale he trudged his way
across the street to post his bail.

Managers of five movie theaters
in the town of 50,000 were the
prime movers in the campaign.

Ministers: whose protest caused the
closing of theaters and the resultant
 crusade yesterday declined to com-
ment.

‘at the time of Houdini’'s injury that |

In replying to a letter fmm Doyle |

‘according to Ousler, saying “I have|
interior fracture of the|

Under Sunday Laws f

iron. hand of New Jersey’s 72-year- |

trains |

represented almost every occu-|
The group con-~

Many arrested merchants placed |

He was accommodated. The Elks |

arrested as he played popular aivs|

Cash Bid of $50,000

to Drill Home Place
Spurned by Ranchman

Big Springs, Tex. Dec. 15.—Otis
Chalk, who lives twenty miles solth-

L east of Big Spring and who owns all
‘the land on which the Chalk field oil
[ operations are taking place, refused to

take $50,000 cash a few days ago for
a lease on 140 acres, which includes
his ranch residence. About twenty-
nine wells are drilling and producing
almost in sight of his residence.

Combustion of Box
of Old Face Cream
Causes Fire Alarm

Belton, Dec. 14.—Spontaneous

{0 oty Dl el el et ER e ‘combustion of a box of old face

cream in the attic at the home of
Mrs. Lil Saunders on Ninth avenue
resulted in a run by the Belton fire
department Tuesday morning short-
Iy before 10 o’clpck. Chief Hamner
stated that the ‘“blaze” gave him
a new experience in his fire fighting*
career and he had never before
heard of such an occurence. The .
quick response of the fire depart-
ment prevented any damage being
done to the home.

Chief Hamner stated that the face
eream was in the attic a short dis-
tance from the flue and he believed
that the heat from the flue had

. something to do with the unusual
| origin.

AUTO DRIVERS
ATTENTION

Use: the Life Saving Traffic Guide
when driving nightss Makes the car
behind respect
your signal. Gives
you right of way
without question
or danger. Elec-
tric lighted erd
| arrow worn  on
hand while driv-
ing, without com-

' fort. Price $2.00.
Agents wanted in
your county.

G. C. Cohn Mfg. Co.

823 26th. Avenue
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

Come to Lubbock,

Texas
The Hub of the Plains:

Good schools, good land. good
water, good health.

Fine climate, fine crops,
cheap land-—cash or terms.

Write or see—
C. C. McCarty
. The Land and Loan Man
P. O Box 1345, Lubbock, Tex.
LT PR

f

\ Hetel Directory

HOUSTON
“THE BENDER?”

Houston’s Popular Hotel, Rates $1.50

ind ap. BExcellent Cafe. Noonday

unch 60c. Dinner evenings $1.00
Dinner Sunday evenings $1.26

J. E. DALEY, Manager
SAN ANTONIO
GUNTER HOTEL

Internationally Known
Rates: $1.50 to $5.00 per day
SAN ANTONIQ. TEXAS

AUSTIN

The Driskill

EUVROPEAR PRAN

[s the Hotel

AT AUSTIN

==

H

8|

: Oklahoma tickets will be
f 25th ineclusive.

828
L

T

Round Trip

oliday Fares

To destinations in Texas and Louisiana tickets will
be on. sale December 17th to 25th inclusive.

4 To destinations in Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri and

Final return limit to reach original starting pomt
prior to midnight Januwary 6th,

\ ASK YOUR “KATY” AGENT
or write
W. G. CRUSH
Pass. Traffic Mgr., M-K-T Lines,
) Dalhs, ’L“exas ;

oW

on sale December 21st to

1927.
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SixlTexas Counties
- Added to Tick Free
List in New Report

Washington, Dec. 14.—The agri-
culture department Monday announc-
ed that Caldwell, DeWitt, Gonzales,
Guadalupe, Maverick and Val Verde
counties have been entirely released
from tick quarantine, as has the re-
~mainder of Lamar county and that
Limestone county, formerly released,
has been requarantined. In all 737
counties have heen released since
eradication work began in 1906
and 40 were released during the
year in Arkansas, Florida, Georgia,
TLouisiana, North Carolina, Oklahoma,
Texas§ and Virginia.

" Dr. R. A. Ramsay, chief of the
tick eradication division of the bu-

reau of animal industry, said Mon-
day that the continued progress
of tick eradication depends large-

ly on public sentiment in the regions
affected. The nature of the work
requires 100 per cent co-operation
among cattle owners and local coun-
ty and state officials. ‘When,  ali
cattle in a community are
ped regularly some ticks
thus delaying completion
work.

The public is now recognizing that
ticks must be eradicated before cat-
tle raising and dairying can be made
profitable enterprises and this im-

escape,
of the

proved sentiment is expected to
bring about the freeing of much
additional territory of the ticks

dur-
ing 1927, =

Plans for Ir;.ugural

Ball Halted by Ban
on Spike-Tail Togs

Santa Fe, N. M., Deec. '15.—0ut
here where gorgeous woolly chapar-
rajos cause no comment and the
abbreviated costume of the Indians
causes not so much as the flicker
of an eyelash, a great stir is being
raised over formal evening dress.

Governor-elect R. C. Dillon is the
center of the controversy. He says he
will not wear full evening dress to
the inaugural ball on New:  Year
Eve,

The executive committee in charge
of the ceremonies says that the gov-

ernor-elect must conform to cus-
tom.
The  matter rests there at the

present time and the outcome prob-
ably will not be known until the fes-
tivities start.

Governor-elect Dillon has stated
he would prefer to have no dance
than to have it “wet” or formal. “I
have never seen the necessity for
wearing a dress suit in my life and
I hardly want to begin to ‘put on
the dog’ at my age,” the next chief
executive of New Mexico said.

The committee in charge of cere-
monies has countered with a state-

ment that ‘“‘the ball will be strictly)

formal” and that “Mr. Dillon will
not direct our actions until after the
first of the year  and until that
time he is our guest and must con-
form to custom as well as everyone

666

is a prescription for

Colds, Grippe, Flu, Dengue,

Bilious Fever and Malaria.
It kills the germs,

]

2¢c per werd each

'CLASSIFIED ADS
1 e PO M

Initials and each group ef figures
count as ene weord. Shert lines
seven words—Capitals double. .

100 ENVELOPES and 200 51.x8%%
note or letter sheets, printed with
yveur name and address and pest-
paid te you, $1.00. Send §$1.00 for 1
yvear’s subscription te oeur farm and
heme jeurnal and 35c extra te pay
pestage and get a trial bex of sta-
tionery free. If you prefer, send
$2.00 and get both the Forum and
Farming, ene year and the station-
ery postpaid. Cash with erder te
Fletcher’'s Farming, Hondo, Texas.
; 11-11-t

WHAT have you to exchange for all,

_or a part of 144 clear lots, located
at a nationally known resert, that
never closes, on the Gulf of Mexico,
at $1650.00 each. Address, Dr. Frank
A. Barber, 211 West Craig Place,
San Antonie, Texas. 11-26-2

FOR SALE—Bright baled cane hay

at $15.00 per ton, F. O. B. car
at @Groem, Texas. Write Theodeore
Conrad, Greom, Texas. 11-11-9

“BABY CHICKS.” Do net buy baby
ehicks until you have ' received
our new catalogue. We have been
breeding for large eggs and large
Leghoerns ever since Alex Johnson
returned frem England in 1923 with
the largest shipment eof English
White Leghorns ever shipped to any
person in the United States, and are
just new able te put them eoen tho
market. These are the largest
weight and the largest egg laying
Leghorns in the world. Hatching
every week in the year. We also
have the American Utility and Show
Leghorns.: Have cockerels to mate
to your flock that will improve the
laying quality of your strain. These
cockerels are from eggs produced
by our own hens and raised by us.
The sisters, (hens and pullets) te
these cockerels are my laying -stock.
Write for catalogue and prices. The
Oldest, the Original Johnson Poultry
Ranch in Texas. Wolfe City, Texas.
11-11-t

FOR LEASE—Approximately 3,000

acres pasture land. River front.
well, windmill and gas engine, Two
miles from Oakville, Live Oak county.
Apply 302 Lavaca street, San Auntenio,
Texas. 6-10-1

PAY for a South Plains farm with
rents under my new crop pay-
ment plan. Only $2.560 te $5 per

acre cash down required. Write
John W. Blalock, Littlefield, Texas.
. 11-4-19

not dip-

Two Billion Is Wealth of

Henry Ford;

Ready Cash

in Bank Over $300,000,000

Detroit, Mich., Dec. 15.——Henry
Ford’s fortune is two billion dollars,
based on the earning capacity of his
huge automobile interests. At pres-
ent, with his son, Edsel, he carries a
cash balance in Detroit which varies
somewhere bhetween $300,000,000 and
$350,000,000.

A prominent Detroit statistician is
authority for the first statement. The
president of one of Detroit’s largest
national banks mentioned Henry
Ford’s cash balance in an ' offhand
way as though it was ordinary.

‘What if the Ford Motor company
did cease producing model T. four
cylinder powered automobiles tomor-
row? < Few of us realize that his
plants would keep going at a lively
clip producing parts for the 14,000,-
000 Fords that have already been
built and sold. :

It is true that Henry Ford: will
build again this year approximately
40 per cent of all the automobiles sold
in the TUnited tates. Perhaps his
portion of the whole will help a few
per cent. It is only reasonable that
with the prosperity this country has
had recently more people should de-
sire more expensive automobiles.

This velative change in production
totals has set many people to ask-
ing the guestion “What is-Henry Ford
going to do?”

There are some who are endeavor-
ing to answer the question for him.

About two weeks ago a news gath-
ering organization supplying Wall
street brekers printed a report that
the Ford Motor company would short-
ly announce a six and an eight cyi-
inder automobile.

Those who understand manufac-
turing methods, especially along the
progressive assembly plan which has
been developed to its highest point
of efficiency by Ford, realize it would
take him months and months to pre-
pare for such a change.

An earlier report credited
with contemplating a change in his
planetary ‘transmissiorn. |This one
would give the Ford four speeds for-
ward. The date set by the rumor has
passed long ago.*

Another rumor would have Ford
at war with General Motors corpora-
tion. General Motors, of course is
not making secret of its desire to sell
Chevrolet as Ford does his products.
It is only a natural ambition.

Another rumer credits Lincoln, a
division of the ¥ard company with
planning to bring out a light eight

Ford

cylinder car or some say it is a six.
Investigation production at the
Lincoln plant shows that the factory
has been running steadily with a pro-
duction of 25 to 30 _cars daily. This
is within five cars of the capacity, of
the factory. It is doubtful that Ford
would start manufacturing a car on
a basis of five cars daily.

‘The latest story is that the Ford
engineexs have perfected a ‘“Double
Cross” eight cylinder motor. This is
said to be built in parallel function- |
ing on.a single crankshaft. Should
he start building this kind of an au-
tomobile it would take, close to -a
year to prepare for it, production ex-
perts state.

It must also be remembered in
this connection that Henry Ford once
said that he would never build but
one kind of an automobile in the
Ford plant.

Edsel Ford and Charles E. Soren-
son, in a joint statement a few weeks
ago said the company had been av-
eraging 6,500 cars daily, on a five
day a week basis since the first of
last January. - _

The peak day was 8,500. Sorenson
said that employment at River Rouge
plants totaled 52,047 and at High-
land Park 37,066. 'The total of 89,-
113 was only 11,000 under the peak
of last year, he added.

Figuring on the basis of 6,600 cars
daily, five days a week, we find that
Ford will build about 1,625,000 cars
for domestic consumption this year.

In another recent statement it was
pointed out by Ford officials that
raises granted in connection with the
new five day week policy announced
in September brought the average
wage at Highland Park to 89 cents,
per hour.

Besides the Detroit units Ford has
his own system of distribution which
comprises assembly plants and ware-
houses in over 40 cities in the United
States. An important feature of the
Detroit plants is the profit exacted
from waste materials. The by-prod-
ucts division of the company report-
ed last year that its sales totaled $11,-
000,000. -More than half of this sum
was gained by conversion of waste.

‘The total profit of the Ford Mot-
or company was estimated by a lead-
ing financial news service as having
been $115,000,000 in 1925. At the
rate of production indicated by Sor-
enson it would be safe to predict a
similar income this year due to the
econoemies effected recently.

of

Texas Cattle Take
Most of Prizes in
Sharp Competition

College Station, Texas, Dec. 15.—
The Texas cattle did well at both
the Royal Live Stock Show at Kan-
sas City and the International Show
at Chicago, advises G. W. Barnes,
beef cattle specialist, extension serv-
ice, who has just returned to Col-
lege Station, after visiting these
live stock shows in behalf of the ing
terest of the Texas farmers. Some
of the Texas winners at the Kansas
City Royal Live Stock Show are as
follows:

Feeder Calves Before Jan. 1, 1926

~—26 shown—First: George Jones,
Marfa, Texas; second, Smith Bros.,
Marfa, Texas; third, T. C. Mitchell,

Marfa, Texas; fourth, W. A. Hunter,
Hereford, Texas; fifth, 1. C. Brite,
Marfa, Texas, and seventh, Mitchell
Bros., Marfa, Texas. This is an ex-
cellent showing, Texas having won
the first five consecutive prizes.

Feeder Calves in\ 1926, 27 shown
at the Kansas City Royal—First and
second, George Jones, Marfa, Tex-
as; third, Smith Bros., Marfa, Texas;
fourth, Halsell Cattle Co., Amherst,
Texas; fifth, Matador Land and Cat-

tle Co., Matador, Texas; sixth, L. C.
Brite, Marfa, Texas, and seventh,
Hobart Ranch, Canadian, Texas.

Texas furnished the bulk of the
feeders at this show. The High-
land Hereford breeders from Alpine,
Marfa and Fort Davis furnished
more than half of the exhibit, and
all of their cattle were Herefords
They were the best of the many
loads shown, reaching the live stock
show in good condition,

George Jones, a Highland breed-
er, was awarded the championship
in the Hereford feeder section on a
carload of calves. This is the sev-
enth consecutive year that the Jones
calves have won the championship.
For six consecutive years, prior to
1926, the Jones’ calves won the
grand championship over all breeds
in the feeder division in the Ameri-
can Royal. This year there was
no grand championship.

Pollard and His Aids
Guests of Galveston
Lawyer at Luncheon

Galveston, Texas, Dec. 15.—An in-
formal luncheon honoring Attorney
General-Elect Claude Pollard and
his recently appointed assistants, D.
A. Simmons and Miss Ethel F. Hil-
ton, was tendered at Gaido’s by John
L. Darrouzet, popularly known as
the ‘“Black Eagle of Galveston.”

Several friends of Mr. Darrouzet
and the honored guests attended the
affair. A number of impromptu
talks were made.

Pat Neff Named by
Governor Special
High Court Judge

Austin, * Texas, Dec. 15.—Former
Gov. Pat M. Neff of Waco was ap-
pointed Monday by Governor Miriam
A. Ferguson as special Chief Jus-
tice of the Tenth Court of Civil
Appeals at Waco to sit in the case of
the Greenville Gas and Fuel Com-
pany vs. the Commercial Finance
Company, on appeal from McLennan
county. Chief Justice J. N. Gal-
lagher notified the Governor that he
was disqualified.

Texas Divorcee Is
Bride of Heir to
Rogers Millions

New York, Dec.. 1b.—Announce-
ment was made in" New York of the
marriage of Mrs.. Caroline Graham
Slaughter and William Robertson
Coe of New York. Mrs. Slaughter,
formerly of Dallas and very widely
known in Texas, had recently been
divorced from her first husband, E.
Dick Slaughter of Dallas, and while
close friends and relatives knew
that she and Mr. Coe expectéd to
be married, the date had been fix-
ed for the middle of February. They
were married at the home of the
bride at 290 Park avenue, Rev. T
A. Kilbourne, pastor of the Green-
wich Presbyterian church, perform-
ing the ceremony. An informal re-
ception for a few close friends fol-
lowed the marriage.

Mrss Coe is the daughter of the
late Alexander Hutchinson Graham
of Dallas and has a son by her first
marriage on whom, according ta
friends close to the bride, Mr. Coe
already has settled a round million
dollars. :

Mr. Coe was.a widower, his first
wife, a daughter of the late Henry
H. Rogers, leaving him the larger
part of the enormous fortune which
she inherited from her father. He
is a member of the Metropolitan,
New York Yacht, Riding and Driv-
ing,  Turf ‘and Field, Piping Rock
and several other clubs of distin-
guished membership, and is known
in the sporting as in the financial
world. His age was given at the
license bureau ‘as 57 and that of the
bride at 49.

Mr. and Mrs. Coe left shortly aft-
er the marriage for a trip through
the west. On their return they will
leave for Paris and later make a
cruise of the Mediterranean and a
trip 'to Egypt.

Two Asleep in Auto
Bus With Engine in
Operation Are Dead

Peoria, Ill., Dec. 15.—Sleeping in
a closed motor bus with the engine
running to provide warmth was
fatal to H. E. Baker, 34, and Dan

Ehnle, 26, bus line drivers. They
died two hours after they were
found wunconscious from carbon-

monoxide gas. The men had gone
to sleep in the bus after coming into
the garage from work early in the
day.

C. G. Dibrell Named

Judge in Place of
Brady at Galveston

Austin, Texas, Dec. 15.—Charles
G. Dibrell of Galveston was appoint-
ed by Governor Miriam A. Fergu-
son as judge of the fifty-sixth dis-
trict ®court of Galveston county to
fill the vacancy caused by the resig-
nation of Judge Leo C. Brady. Judge
Brady tendered his resignation to
the governor in a telegram received
Thursday morning, requesting that
it be accepted immediately.

$200,000 Fire in Ohio.
McArthur, Ohio, Dec. 14.—Fire of

unknown origin, in the business
district of McArthur at midnight
last might, destroyed ten buildings

with an estimated loss of $200,000.

Point Isabel Needs
Money at Once for
Port Engineers Say

Brownsville, Texas, Dec. 15.—Col.
W. P. Wooten of New Orleans, United
States army division engineer and the
highest ranking official to inspect the
port activity at Point Isabel; Lieut.
Col. J. I. Schley of Galveston, dis-
trict engineer, and N. T. Blackburn,
engineer in_ the office of Col. Schley,
arrived in Brownsville Saturday, and
spent the day at Point Isabel inspect-
ing the port work. '

The party spent only a-short time
in Brownsville, leaving in a special
car provided by L. S. Bourne, general
manager of the Rio Grande Railroad,
for Point Isabel, They were welcomed
here by S. C. Tucker, president of the
Chamber of Commerce; G. C. Rich-
ardson, manager of that organiaztion;
John Gregg, W. B. Clint, Commodore
Louis Cobolini and Mr. Bourne.

Col. Wooten stated that he was
stationed at Fort Brown from June,
1916, to the spring of 1917, He says
that he was commanding a battalion
of engineers at that time on the
“jsland” just beyond the resaca in
Fort Brown.

The party of engineers came to
Brownsville following an inspection
of the Houston ship channel. They
were guests at a banquet given in
Matamoros Saturday night, and tour-
ed the Valley Sunday.

The item of $187,000 in the river
and harbors budget for Brazos San-
tiago harbor is for the completion of
the Point Isabel port, according to
Col, Schley. He said that an attempt
was being made to secure this money
now from other funds that are not
being used. The appropriation, when
made by Congress; then will be used
to refund the money borrowed from
other funds. :

Col. 'Schley said that it is impera-
tive for this money to be secured im-
mediately if the harbor work is to be
continued. Bids for $70,000 worth of
stones for the two long jetties to be
built out into the Gulf from Padre
and Brazos islands can not be accept-
ed and contracts let until money is se-
cured, the engineer said.

The trestle on the Padre Island
side for transporting materials, prin-.
cipally these stones, is completed, ac-
cording to Col. Schley, and work has
been started on the Brazos Island
side. He said that it would be im-
possible to tell when the harbor will
be completed.

Spinach is Found to
Do Well in Irrigated
Valley of Northwest

College Station, Texas, Dec. 15.—
County agents are finding a number
of farmers whose ' fruit trees are af-
flicted with root rot, crown galls
and other troubles, which can be
traced to poor nursery stock. This
emphasizes the importance of using
care in the purchase of fruit trees.

Sixty-six farmers in the irrigated
valley of Wichita county planted 270
acres to spinach. This is part of
the program of learning the crops
best adapted to these irrigated lands
Guy R. Jones states that spinach has
passed the winter successfully in this
district six out of the last seven
years. The crop was planted in
October and was coming up to a
good stand late in the month.

Thinning out pecan bottoms by
killing the unwelcome trees with a
poison mixture seems to be an in-
creasingly popular methad of per-
forming this task. The poison
used by C. H. Atchison Jr. of Blance
county consists of 1 3-4 pounds
white arsenic and 2 3-4 pounds sal
soda mixed with one gallon of wa-
ter. This. will kill about forty
trees. The trees are first girdled
and then saturated with the poison.
If this method is used there is no
danger of the stump sprouting.

Six dairy feeding demonstrations
are being conducted by farmers in
six communities of DeWitt county
with more people attending the dem-
onstration meetings each time. Farm-
ers are planting Canadian field peas,
clover, oats, and barley for winter
pasture. Over 150 COWS were
bought by farmers during October.
The local creamery is now receiv-
ing some 750 pounds of butter fat
from cream routes daily. One farm-
er milking fifteen céws had a net
monthly income of $125 for October.
He attributes his prosperity to better
methods of feeding and manage-
ment picked up through the com-
munity demonstrations.

A soilage demonstration conduct-
ed by Mrs. Weigand of Diekinson
with the assistance of E. N. Holm-
green, the Galveston County Agent,
showed that a saving of sixteen
cents in the feed cost per 100
pounds of milk was made where
cows were fed green sorghums. Be-
sides this, the entire herd, with no
new additions, was producing 11
per cent more milk at the end of
this feeding period than when the

Weigand figures that this two acres
of sorghum paid her a total of
$158.40 for the two months, after
deducting all expense of growing
and chopping it up.

‘Wise ‘county ' has, so far as we
know, the only cow testing associa-
tion in Texas. During October 361
cows were tested. They produced
about 12 per cent of all milk sold
in the county. The total value of
the product of these tested cows
for that month was $5,063.07. Some
farmers are disposing of cows which
do not produce as much as twenty-

five pounds of butter fat per
month, showing already the good
effects of the testing work. A

survey reveals that 73 per cent of
the members own their own farms.
E. C. Jameson states that one man
reports the testing saved him $150
in one month’s feed bill.

—

Farmer Mysteriously Killed.

Grandfield, Ok., Dec. 14.—A. C.
Cunningham, 38, a farmer residing
three miles west of here, is dead

today after being found unconscious
Sunday in the road beside his auto-
mobile. His skull was crushed, but
police have been unable to explain
| the cause of the injury.

green sorghums were first fed. Mrs.

Houston’s Biggest Baptist
Church Split Wide Open in
War Over Pastor’s Policy

Houston, Texas, Dec. 15.—A split
in the membership of the Ifirst Bap-
tist church, with the largest congre-
gation in the city, was declared in-
evitable a week ago when scores filed
out of the church after all efforts at
reconciliation = in their ‘“‘covenant
dispute’” had failed. 1

. The sensational exit followed an of-
ficial ballot of the membership ap-
proving in full the resolution adopted
on November 17, which provides
‘“that only those signing the church
covenant on or before January 1,
1927, constitute the membership of
the church.”

By a vote of 589 to 278 the church
followed the Ileadership of its pas-
tor, the Rev. James B, I.eavell and
the board of deacons, retaining the
“penalty’”” and all other features of
the original resolution, which pre-
sceribes rules of conduct for members.

J. M. Minton, leader of the oppo-
gition, delivered an impassioned ad-
dress in which he said that ‘“the
Baptists, who+ have been notably
democratic for years, should not be
forced to do anything.”

It was contrary to the spirit of the
United States constitution, he de-
clared, and was not at all in keep-
ing with the best traditions of m
church whose members have indi-
vidual rights.

A motion to adopt the resolution
unanimously, after it had carried by
589 to 278, failed to carry, and an-
other motion looking toward a recon-
ciliation of the members also failed
to stem the movement of Baptists to-
ward the exits.

One man at the door declared that
he had been attending the First Bap-
tist church for 10 years, but avowed
that he would never hear Rev. Mr.
Leavell speak again.

In an appeal for the members to
follow his leadership, the pastor made
this assertion, “If you do not bélieve
that the pastor is a man God has
called, there is no connection between
God and the church organization.”

He said that many charged this was
the papal theory-—that of infallibility
—but made no modifying statment.
In any case, the majority of the mem-
bers voted as he and the deacons
recommended.

“The best way to fight God,” he
said, ‘‘is to fight your pastor.”

“Nobody in America can be forced
to do anything,” he said. ‘“Of course,
the church covenant is a matter for
your individual conscience.

‘““A man is an absolute fool to think
that another can be forced to live up
to the covenant. All you are required
to do is to try to abide by its provi
sions.” ;

Rev. Leavell then explained that
the penalty in the covenant was ne-
cessary to proper discipline and for
many others reasons. He said that
a pastor in San Antonio would have
the same covenant adopted in his
church, if he could. :

The covenant is working success-
fully at Jackson, Tenn., he declared,
and probably will be adopted in hun-
dreds of other Baptist .churches

throughout the country in the future.

Mr. Minton took the opposite view,
declaring that Baptists had proved
themselves a democratic, self-govern-
ing body for years, with due consider-
ation for individual rights, and he ex-
pected them to continue.so for years
to come.

Shouts of “Amen’” came from all
parts of the congregation as the Rev,
Leavell spoke, and later when Mr,
Minton, champion of the opposition,
was on the floor,

Many women Ileft the church in
tears, saying “O, I am so sorry. this
thing has happened.” They stood
about the entrance of the building,
while others retorted hotly to any
who tried to console them-—and hur-
ried away.

Inside the building were hundreds,
some of them for the covenant and
others against, who were trying hard
to find common grounds for their old
friendship, but the strain was evident.

At the start of the meeting, anthem
leaders of the church asked all but
bonafide members to go up in the
balcony. The congregation then vot-
ed unanimously to ask the reporters
not to report the meeting.

Dr. Leavell made the suggestion,
declaring that “reporters would not
understand’’ the situation.

Amarillo Man Drinks
71 Cups Coffee for
New World’s Record

Dec.
galore were

15.—Coffee
shat-

Amarillo, "Texas,
drinking records

\tered here December 10.

\ As a result of a coffee marathon,
H. A. Street of Amarillo, claims to
be the new world’s champion, with
71 eight-ounce cups to his credit
within ten hours. ;

Street’s feat climaxed a free-for-
all java-consuming contest in which
Gus Comstock of Minnesota, former
world’s champion, with 62 five-ounce
cups, was made to look like a piker.

Starting early in the morning, eight
contestants began a grind for the
record. Perry Wilson of Canyon,
first shattered the state . record of
twenty-six cups held by Franc Rob-
erts of Corpus Christi. Wilson con-
tinued until he had broken Com-
stock’s world record and. proceeded
to set one of his own at seventy
cups.

Street, who started two hours after
Wilson,) equalled the latter’s world
and state record and established a
newt world record with seventy-one,
finishing an hour and thirty minutes
ahead of the allotted ten hours.

Street’s record of seventy-one eight-
ounce cups is equivalent to 103 five-
ounce cups, the size said to have been
consumed by Comstock.

Six of the eight drinkers fell out
before reaching the twenty-six mark
set by Roberts. ;

Both men finished the contest in
good shape. Hundreds of people
thronged the cafe in which the mara-
thon was staged.
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