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NINETEKN NP:W 
lU SÎNESS FIRMS 

TO LOC.VTK HERE
T hat Merki-l ia ooiisiilered the loji- 

ical (Uítributioii point for oilfield 
m aterial is shown by the list we ap­
pend hereto of supply and other com­
panies who have leased ground from 
the Texas & Pacific Railway, ac­
cording to J. Childress, local 
ag e n t:

Continental Supply Company 
Oil Well Supply Company 
Jarecki Mfg.. Company 
H arris-C lay Lumber Company 
Dunnigan Tool & Machine Co. 
Republic Supply Comoany 
Parkei-.-bui'K Rig & Reel Co.
L. C. .Moore & Company 
Longheart Supply Cfimpany 
Atla.s Supply Company 
W agner Supply Company 
Hardin Lumber Coiitp^y^
Union Iron Works 
Frick-Reid Supply CoiTipany 
National Supply Ciifnpany 
Marion .Machinev« Foundry C(^ 
Blacii Steel &/AVi re Company ' 
Peden Iron Si Steel Company 
C raigin & Son
Confidence that the Noodle C'res'k 

fMlfieUl will become one of impor­
tance is al.'io evidenced by the ac­
tion ot the firm s above named in j 
preparing to ! «eate houses here. ! 
This should be of g reat benefit t > 
Merkel ns usually the growth of a 
town in nn oilfield follows in tho 
wake of the sup))iy hon.-es,

L.. R. Thomp.-.ni, .•iecrvta. y of the 
Chamhei of Commerce, states he re­
ceive? many letters froni .-¡vpplv ar.i- 
other companies t'-.r inforniMion cor- 
cerning .Mirkel and dcvelopm-nt in 
the No'xiie Creek Oilfield. Mr. 
Thmopson replies to each of the»» 
letters with a full account of t i e  
many ndvant.ages of Merkel as a 
point for the location >t such busi­
nesses. He fu rth e r keeps tho«e firm, 
fully informed a.s to progress of the 
oil de-.-elopment. With proper s u ,-  

• port of the citizen.s, Mr. Thompson's 
effort.s .«hould result in the ioratio.» 
of these industries here.

CAR THIEVES 
FRO.M .MICHIGAN 
ARE CAUGHT HERE

MARLANI) .\1AS0N 
WELL TO REACH 

PAY SAND NEXT

MRS M. R. WOODRUM 
PIONEER WOMAN 

OF MERKEL DIES

Construction Started 
On Theatre Building'

Work was started  Tuesday fnorn- 
ing on the construction of the Queen 
Theatre, new motion picture theatre 
here, H. T. Hodge of .Abilene and 
Clyde Foster of Merkel, owners. F. 
M. Brown oi .'t.-j nenvide has tr.e. 
contract for the erection of this 
theatre.

The building will be .VixIlO feet, 
built of trick  with * aicnny and 
sea*.ng ca. acl'y  of SoO. C'thor fea­
ture of tne building will b: a large 
stage w lih t>|Mcial sevnery, and will 
accon-.odate the largest road shov. .c. 
On the second floor -.vill be a ladie.«’ 
rest room. gentlen:i*n s roooi ánd -in 
office. On the firs t floor will be * vo 
store spaces, one on each side of the 
main theatre entrance, -.vhich wi'l 
be occupied by a ^onfecti^mery and 
other busine.sses. The theatre  will 
be modern thocughout, having tho 
best and latest eciuipment obtainable, 
and when completed will represent 
an expenditure of $'a0,l)00.

The Queen Theatre will be one of 
the best in West Texa.', and Merkc! 
is to he congratulated upon thi.- 
creditable addition to her amusement 
facilities. The owners, .Mr?srs. Hodge 
and Foster, arc also owners of the 
Coxy Theatre, and for a number of 
years have furnished Merkel with 
up-to-date, first-rlass pictures and 
other shows, and their ability in this 
line needs no introduction to Meikel 
show patrons. Mr. Hodge has been 
in the show busines.s for 15 years, 
and is now operating tacatr-es in a 
number of West Texas towns, in­
cluding Abilene, Lubbock and others, 
thereby enabling him to secure the 
best pictures the m arket affords.

SMALL BOYS TAKE GUN

JIrs. M. R. Woodrum of ^ilerkel 
died a t 2 p. m. Thursday, November 
2.5th, a fte r an illness of some three 
moiuhs, aged 7.1 year.'', 4 months and 
1.5 days.

M argaret Rebecca Boyce was born 
JuU 10, 185;L at P’alcon. Columbia 
county, .Arkansas. Marc’- IST»!.
she was m arried to Charies Wig3ti ".’m 
at H^pe. .Aikanfas. The couple mov­
ed to Tipton, Missouri, and resided 
there until Mr. Woodrum’.s death 
Ui'tober 'to, 18[»0. Mrs. Woodrum 
end her family of eight children came 
to Texas in iJcce.niber, ISO'.*, l.)cating 

'in  Merkel, \vh.*re she ha.- since resid­
ed. Ml'S. Woodrum engaged in the 
hotel busint's.s, which she foll-'we ! 
during her 27 year.s' residence her-. 
.Siio firs t operated the oUl .‘touthside 
Hotel for 12 years, this nosteiry be­
ing located on the sit^ now '.ccupiefl 
by tho Presbyterian cnurch. .She a l­
so conducted the Woodrum Hotel for 
11 years. Mrs. Woodrum became a 
member of the Baptist church early 
in life.

Funeral services were conducted at 
the home of deceased at 2:50 p. ni. 
F riday by Rev. C. H. Little, pastor 
of the Presbytariun church; assisted 
by Revs. W. R. M cCarter, L a  L. 
Parrack and W. G. Cypert. In te r­
ment was niailo in Koae Hi'.I C ..r.i- 
tery. Profuse and beautiful flora! 
offerings decorated the ca.«ket and 
rooms.

Mrs. Woodrum is s'urvived by four; 
sons and fouY daughters, John H> 
Woodrum of .Abilene, F rank, Hasl^y 
and Geoige Woodrum, Mrs. K .j M. 
Heetei, .Mrs. A. V. Dye and S«die 
Wcodrum, all of .Merkel, and -*Mr.s. 
Bob Russell of C alifornia, ^all of 
w’nom were present a t th e / funeral, 
e.xcept .M'S. Russell. Mrs. JWoo.lrum 
is also .-"jrvived by a s'/.'*ter. Mis. 
Mary C. T raylor ot W.inf'ield, Tex­
a s ; and three brother», <M. C. Boyce, 
J r ., Utopia, Texas; J.I-A. Boyce, .-\bi- 
lene, and George B oy/c of Merkel.

Those in attendnyice at tho funeral 
from out of towiy were: .Mrs. Clyde 
.'IcGce, of F ort j  Worth. Mesdameis 
E. L. Veulc, L.^TI. Harrison. J r ., M. 
H. Darden, ¡L  Lewis, Bob Linsey, 
E. F. Chelf, ^ u s  King, .Mark Chinn, 
Bilman. Wi/ialey, Raine.s, D. F. 
Goetz, Ed AVilliamson, Wallace Wil- 
linr.ui..;, wi-pw'i. Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 
Cm :h. jClessrs. Wade Ricnard«on 
and ChAs. Bovins. Mis.xes Elsie 
H arber A nd Ola Gibson.

D uririg  Mrs. Woodrum’s long life 
she bi^ightcncd the lives of aP with 
whom / she came in contact with her 
manur gentle m inistrations and deeds 
of k/ndness. Her hospitality was 
n ev ^r lacking, and the hungry and 
thir^ needy never left her door unfed 
n r/r  uncared for. By her death her 
ftBmily has lost a sweet and faithful 

lothor and sister, and the commun- 
ty a worthy and loyal citizen.

Clesby Patterson Studying For 
Christian Work

An accident and an unusual suc­
cession of coincidences caused the 
downfall here .Saturday of three en­
terprising  young men who had en­
gaged in the car stealing profession. 
Two of them it is alleged had stolen 
a car in .Michigan, and had been 
joined by the other in Okluhum.a, 
and were on their way to California 
until the car together with their 
plans were wrecked by their car go­
ing off the end of a culvert on the 
highway about four mlies ea.st of 
here early Saturday morning.

I ’nhurt, two of the band pro­
ceeded to Sweetwater either by stage 
or by asking a ride in some pass­
ing car. There they stoic a car from 
B. H. Lancaster, rig contractor of 
.Merkel, br-longing to H. C. Duff, em­
ploye of B. H. Lancaster and also a 
resident of Merkel. The two thieves 
then returned to Merkel to pick up 
their companion who had remained 
behind in charge of such baggage as 
the gang possessed. When they 
reached here in Mr. D uff’s ca r he 
recognized it and notified officers 
who gave chase. The gang abandoned 
the car in a cottonfield and conceal­
ed themselves from the officer.». 
Later .Mr. Duff in his car overtook 
the unsuccessful bandits an J  o ffer­
ed them a ride. They accepted and 
•verc conveyed in the car they had 
stolen to the reception committee of 
officers who were w aiting for them. 
They were taken to .Abilene by Dc:<- 
ut> .Sherift W. H. Laney and pl:>" 1 
in th. county jail.

The member of the gang le^t a.-, 
cu.stnditin of the baggage was ob- 
sevred walMng along the Highway 
toward .Merkel by a pass'-rby, who 
so advised City MarsHall J- A. 
Woodard. Officer W-ooilard met 
the young man who hi* noticed had 
an ’ injured hand. M arshall W'kkI- 
a rd  questioned the ^oy as to w hat 
had caused the in ju ry  to his hand. 
He informed Mr* Woodard tha t he 
had fallen an<J cut his hand on a 
piece ot giaso- A* this did not seem 
probable, Q ificer Woodard became 
Luspicious, but having no charge up­
on which to hold the y‘outh, he con-* 
trived »ju secure the baggage carried 
by tNa young man, and locked it in 
his 'jffice until such time as he couid 
ascertain  the boy’s sta tu s with the 
la^' •

.MERKEL MEN GRANTED 
PATENT

Howard H. Hand and J. L. Riddle 
have been granted a patent on a 
combined mixer and sludge remover 
for acetylene gas generators.

The purpose of their invention, ac­
cording to Me.s.srs. Hand and Riddle, 
is to eliminate tbey langer of explo­
sion of acetylene gas generators used 
with oxy-acetylene torches for weld­
ing, due to .»ettling of the slack ca r­
bide or sludge in the bottom of the 
generator v.here it jiacks somewhat 
on the order of sediment in tho bot­
tom of a w ater tank, and is difficult 
to drain from the generator. Un­
burned carbide falling into the 
sludge may be reached by water, 
whereupon acetylene gas is formed 
so fa st tha t the safety vent or valve 
will not allow it to escape, and the 
pressure engcndere<l by the gas 
causes spontaneous combustion, re­
sulting in an explosion. Messrs. 
Hand and Riddle’s appliance will 
serve, to keep the sludge in a fluid 
state by keeping it mixed with w ater 
in the generator, and thereby en­
able tho operator of the generator 
and torch to drain off the sludge 
easily a t any time.

Messrs. Hand and Riifdle are to 
be congratulated upon their inven­
tion which will serve a very useful 
purpose. They plan to m anufacture 
these machines locally.

With less than  tiO days having 
elapsed since the discovery of oil in 
the Noodle Creeks Field, 19 rigs 
have been built or are io the process 
of erw tion today, and which shows 
more real development for the time 
than has ever been made in a new 
field in Texas before.

Tinlay there a re  th ree wells com­
pleted; a ’l producers. One well, the 
Hurley, Sears, said to have drille<l 
to depth below the pay sand, with 
only a slight showing, but still d rill­
ing, and about a dozen wells d rill­
ing, with a number of rigs up.

The M arland Oil Company’s Ma­
son No. 1, is the next -well eyr>^t»*d 
in, possibly the last of n<xt' week, 
now drilling a t 2274.

M arland Mason No- 2, 700 feet. 
No. 3, 4l0 feet.

.Midwest, building rig  for Thorn­
ton No. 2.

.Midwest Thornton No. 1, making 
434 barrels.

Philips No. 1. W inter making 650 
barrels. No. drilling a t 2,140 feet.

Philips T<’*sie No. 1 pumping 375 
barreLs.

A tlantic, Howell No. 1, underream ­
ing a t  2.195 feet.

WorJ<l Oil Company, Clark, B^ney 
and fRaoford, drilling at 465 feet.

Michaleson et al. Largent, No. 1, 
¡»pudding in.

H unter & Gri.sham, D. 0 . Huddle­
ston, No. 1, putting m aterial on the 
ground.

MRS. W. F. HAMBLET 
INJURED IN CAR 

ACCIDENT

Plans Now Being Made 
To Banquet Oil Men

In order tha t .Mi-rkel may show 
her appreciation of the discovery of 
oil in her midst, together with the 
coming to our city of many fine citi­
zens and much new business as the 
result of the discovery of oil, the peo­
ple of this city, through the local 
Chamber of Comrherce, are planning 
to entertain the Oil F ratern ity  an«l 
other new comers to our city, on next 
Thursday evening.

Mr. L. R. Thompson, .Secretary of 
the Chamber of Commerce has been 
working on the m atter for some time 
and now has plans about completed 
for one of the most interesting and 
best entertainm ents and big Turkey 
dinners ever held and spread in the 
city upon a sim ilar occasion.

.As to where same shall be held ha.s 
as yet been determined, but it 

w ill\^)ce place in the down-town sec­
tion, and »1 « .Secretary or a commit- 
te will soon -*11 upon the b u sin e^  
men and o theis, \ -̂ho may dea'j*» ■ < 
attend, giving full d \»^ ls. However, 
if  you are  not solicited, and wish to 
attend, cal! a t office of the .Secre­
ta ry  and he will take ca.-e of your 
wants.

5c P Z V eO P Y

Sear* well 
should affc 
the oil bu 
field is 
same old 
much Ml 

I fithei

Wednesday a traveler 
through Merkel missed a gun 
his car and reported his loss to 
M arshall. J. A. Woodard, 
some search Officer Woodard 
owner of the gun located it 
possession of some small 
had apparently  taken it fr 
car. Such acts as these on 
of boys a re  a discredit to 
boys and their parenU, whJ 
punish their sons severel.^ 
found to be guilty of such aci] 
ever, with efficient officers 
it is likely th a t boys will 
caught when they indulge^ 
conduct.

Cat for health, b<Jt be 
get your m eat from Baker 
Market. -.

Clesby Patterson, son of J . A. P a t­
terson of Merkel, and a student of 
T rin ity  U niversity a t Waxahachie', 
is a member of the Life Work Re­
cruits, an organization of students 
of the U niversity who are preparing 
themselves for work in Christian 
education a fte r graduation from the 
University. In the work of this or­
ganization the studenU get practical 
experience in Christian work by go­
ing into communities of needy fam i­
lies, and organizing groups for the 
study of Christianity.

Mr. Patterson is also a member 
of the men’s glee club of the Uni­
versity.

Ik is indeed a pleaaure to the 
Mail to report such commendable 
activities on the p a r t of one of 
Merkel’s young men.

RODEO COMING HERE
CHRISTMAS WEEK

On December 24 and 25 Malone 
B rothers will put on in th is city, a 
big Cow Boy Rodeo.

These gentlemen, are home boys, 
but have played and put on some of 
the biggest Rodeo shows in the 
United States and Europe.

They may be depended upon to give 
a f irs t class entertainm ent in their 
line. Watch for fu rth e r announce­
ment.

Mr. W. M. Snow one of our good 
friends and pioneer citizens of the 
Canyon community, has our thanks 
for several subscriptions to the Mail 
which he sends to relatives and takes 
himself, including the Abilene Re­
porter. - -

Monday night a t about 7 p. m. 
Mrs. W. F. Hamblet of Merkel while 
traveling in an automobile from 
Hermleigh to Loraine sustained a 
broken hip when the car overturned 
in a ditch a t the side of the road, 
about eight miles from Loraine. She 
wa.s accompanied by her son, Mr. 
Greenfield of Hermleigh, one other 
man and two children, none of whom 
were injured.

-At the time of the accident Mrs. 
Hamblet was re tu rn ing  from a visit 
to her son and was try ing  to reach 
Loraine in time to take the tra in  to 
•Merkel. .As the car in which Mrs. 
Hamblet’s party  were riding ap ­
proached another car near a bridg" 
the lights of Mr. Greenfield’s car 
failed. Mr. Greenfieid a t once slow­
ed his automobile, with the intention 
of stopping it, and a t the same time 
turned to the side ol the road to a l­
low the other ca r to pass. However, 
he turned out too fa r, and his car 
went into a deep ditch, tu rn ing  over 
on its side. Mrs. Hamblet’s righ t 
hip was broken. She was rushed to 
Snyde» fo r treatm ent, and later 
taken to the hospital a t .Abilene, and 
is reported slowly improving, how­
ever, it is stated it will be some time 
before she will be again able to walk.

Many Visitors From 
Other States Here

New Linotype Inst'ill- 
ed by The Merkel Mail
The Mail this week received and 

instaled a No. 14 Linotype, the la t­
est and most improved mf.Jel, m anu­
factured by the M ergenthaler Lino­
type Comp.'.ny of Brook: yn, N iv  
York. This machine repre-ents ex 
penditure of $5200,

The new machine ha? a tyi>e range 
much g reater than the machine it re­
places, and will do the work of sev­
eral men. By its installation we will 
be cnableil to keep abreast of the 
progress of our town and community 
by enlarging our publication when 
necessary, and by i.«suing a daily 
paper when th a t is justified. It is 
our iiesire to a t all times put out 
the best paper we are capable of, and 
it was to carry  out this purpose tha t 
we have installed this modern, up-to- 
the-minute machine.

Practically all of the type used in 
this l.ssue of the .Mail wa.? set on the 
new Linotype.

Restricted Sub-Division 
For Merkel Homes

.Apparently all roads lead to Mer­
kel these days. We haVe seen or. the 
streets here many cars bearing li­
cense plates from the following .»tal­
es : Vermont, New York, Pent syl- 
vania. New Jersey, M aryland. V ir­
ginia, Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Indiana, Ohio, Iowa, Missouri, Kan-1 
sas, Florida, Tenreccee. Mississippi, 
Arkansa.«, Louisiana, Oklahoma, New I 
Mexico, .Arizona, Colorado, Caliior- j 
nia, Idaho, Wyoming, Oregon, Wn.sh- j 
ington and M assachusetts. '

T hat many of the people from the 
above named States are interested in 
the Noodle Creek Oilfield and other 
oil activities near Merkel is evi­
denced by the many letters received 
by L. R. Thompson, secretary ot tho 
Chamber of Commerce, from ron- 
dents of these States requesHrg in­
form ation concerning oil develop­
ment in this section. To such in­
quiries Mr. Thompson replies by i-er- 
sonal letter in detail, covering not 
only the oil operations but the nu­
merous advantages of Merkel and 
the Merkel country as a place of 
residence and as a farm ing country.

Merkel’s firs t restricted sub-divi­
sion will be offered to buyers next 
week, we are advi.sed by the promo­
ters, .Messrs. J. T. and Booth W ar­
ren. This addition is located at the 
eouth end of Ijocuat Street, south of 
Heath Street and extends from <>ak 
S treet on the east to Yucca Street 
on the west, and contain? 28 home- 
sites. Certain moderate restriction? 
will be placed on thi? sub-division.

While the natural beauty of this 
sub-division is great, it will be fur- 
thei improve«! in appearance by 
parkways along the center of each 
street. Contract . ha? been let for 
concrete curbing, work on which will 
be started  early next week.

That this new sub-rlirision is a 
desirable residence place is evidenced 
by the considerable interest already 
manifested. Messrs. W arren are to 
be congratulated upon this addition 
to the town, and it is to be hoped 
they will meet with success in their 
laudable enterprise.

Elsewhere in this issue is to be 
found an advertisement by Messr?. 
W arren offering *5 in gold for a 
name for their new sub-division.

Presbyterian Revival
Now In Progress

Supt. I. L. Jaekson and Mr. Carl­
ton, Prineipal, accompanied by Misa 
Byrd, attended the meeting in El 
Paso last week of the Texas State 
Teachers Association.

Mr. Miller, banker of Royse City, 
Texas, who owns 160 acre farm  north 
of this city near the Noodle Creek 
oilfield, was here firs t of the week 
looking a f te r  same.

The row al meeting in progress 
a t tfie Grace Presbyterian Church is 
increasing in interest and numbers 
a t each service. Dr. E. B. Surface, 
pastor of Central Presbyterian 
church, Abilene who is doing the 
preaching has been bringing a help­
ful and inspiring message a t each 
service. The services will continue 
throughout the week a t 7:30 p. m.

Services Sunday as follows:
Sunday School a t KhOO a. m.
Preswhing a t 11:00 a. m. and 7:00 

p. m.
C hristian Endeavor Rally, and 

Young People’s service a t  3:30 p. m.
A cordial invitation extended the 

public to attend each service.

SEARS WELL F/AILS 
TO FIND PA^  ̂ AT 
DEi>TH OF WINTER

Merkel citizens have held their 
breath ,?o long over /the Sears well, 
or hole ir. the groun/li, th a t they a re  
a!rr.o:-t bl’je  in the ^ace as they are  
in spirit. .And foV what reason? 
Because, n' " satisfied  with haring  in 
a corr.Tfi'jnitv oilfield, they want a 
private oiif eld near their back door, 
regardles' d  smell and messy oil 
lur.g aro'jnd carelessly by excitable 

ICUt her-!.
It may be iif - ause of our extrem e 

youth and ve»ianc>, but we are un­
able to .?ee v.fiere the failure of the 

prove a producer 
Merkel’s fortunes in 

?■». The Noodle Creek 
doing business at the 

land, and it is still as 
e l» field as anybody’s, 

are being drilled a t 
poijiU ^  idely enough separated th a t 
fcffy one of them bringing production 
will open wp a ronsi<*»mb4e area 
with reference to the Noodle Creek 
field. Chit! of these are the Hay­
nes, I.-argent, Wheeler, Cranston, 
Smith, Batman and Huddleston. 
Either te.?ts now drilling and to be 
drilled in the immediate Noodle 
Creek afea '.vill, if producers, fu r- 

I 'h er pro'.e tha t field.
Oil i? where you find it. 5’ou may 

mi.?.? it in one hole and find it in 
*hc next a couple of yard? or a mile 
a=‘ a'.. To qui<te from the Texas 
-Alrjr'fóic, which everyho<ly swears 
hj in a?e no Bible ir handy: “The 

M '.i't.ir!-  of Ttxa .he under- 
i¿i'i.-..id re?ervoii -w-K hold oil, 
a re  i i^any types. orig:n? and di­
mer: They generally bear little
relation, and tha t only to be detect­
ed by the traine<i eye. ;o the surface 
topog'-a,’h>. .Areas looking very 
much alike t ¡ the ca.-'oal observer 
may ha'.'c quite d ifferent ?tructures 
underground and thus "•bile one area 
holdf- ' i! the other a r ta  will have 
none. i Don’t we know th a t? )

“ .An oil structu re  is a reservoir in 
which oil may accumulate, such as a 
porous layer of sand, and from 
■which it cannot escape.’’

Although it is somewhat discour­
aging to note in the above extract* 
th a t an area which has no oil may 
look very much like another which 
is producing oil, thus creating confu­
sion among am ateur oil hunters, it 
is com forting to read in the last sen­
tence of the quotation tha t if there 
is oil in a s tructu re or reservoir, it 
cannot escape us. W hat more can 
we ask than that oil being foond it 
i.? propeily corralled by Dame N a­
ture? All we have to do is look 
a r  >.»nd and pick out the righ t place 
to drill: nothing more to it than find­
ing 'he  hole in the w ater where the 
biggest fi«h we ca'.ight got away.

To make a long story r hort, Mer­
kel ha? !‘.-t nothing ‘h.'.'Ugh failure 
of the Scars well to how produc­
tion: ?he merely faile«l to gain. To 
p-is-jme otherwise is to err, as an ex- 
ten.-i in ot the field in any direction 
will accrue to M erkti's benefit.

Mr. J. H. Bridges <.ne of the enter- 
prisirg  and ?octtssful farm era re­
siding "car >'*:th. wa: in th ' ;ty 
one day this w»t-k and dropjieo in t 
have us renew his s’abscription to 
the Mail, as well a.-' th a t of his son, 
who resiiles a t Brec’Kenridge. Mr. 
Bridges, like most oi the farm ers of 
the south, has made a fine crop, tha t 
is w'nen compared to quantity of 
production, but when prices are  com­
pared, he has received but little for 
his year’“ labor.

Mr. G. M. Sharp retur; 
week from a visit to his d 
Mrs. Cari W eavei, residing ... to. 
Rio Grande Valley, and who has 
been quite ili for tome time. Mrs 
Shaip  has been with ber d a t^ h le t 
for some wtuAs.

.Mr. John Collins and sister 
C hristine, have this week m 
to their new and modern b 
home in the south part of t j

ir-

Mr. L. M. Estes returned this week 
from 'Waco where he had been call­
ed to attend the funeral of a slater, 
Mrs. Bynum, who died there on last 
Thursday.

Mr. G. P. Bradley, now 
cola but formerly a citizen -,
kel, was here this week mixi »ih 
old friends and looking a l te r  his 
property interest r.tar here. He has 
our thanks for his renewal tn the 
Merkel Mail.

Misses Emma Tombs and 
Richie of Simmon Univers 
cd home folk? Sunday.

Geldie

Mayor N. D. Cobb retu 
of the y/eek from n k.—n: 
Toyah and El Pa«o

/ i
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EXCHANGED ROUGH SEA 
FOR ROUGH COUNTRY

By Vinson Ervin
T hat a storm off the Irish Coast

FARMERS STATE BANK

'once blew Texas a new citizen may 
seem far-fetched, and many folks 
will find it hard to believe but it is 
literally true, s|>eakinK fiRuiatively. 
Sam Butman, Merkel st<K-kman and 
banker, is the citizen, and the storm, 
well, it was no doubt recorded in the 
marine annals of the maritime na­
tions of the world, but we have no 
more s|>ecific desixnation for it than 
that above, althouKh Mr. B ut­
man, a t the time it was occurinK 
with himself as one of the oceurees, 
probably i)resented it with such 
nanu»s as he deemed adequate.

Born on the Maine coast within 
siKht of the iK-ean and in hearinK of 
the roar of it.s breakers, and of a 
seafarinK family, Mr. Butman early 
chose life at sea as his profession, 
and while still a boy in his teens 
made several voyages across the 
iH-ean, some of them as sailors under 
h.-*’ "'rother, Jam es, fifteen years 

rolder hiinsell, and who was a
ship capta'ff, Jam es Butm an’s record 
as a m arine, jj, worthy of more than 
jia.'^sinK note, jq,, ^ a s  a m aster of 
suilinK vessels and established a 
reputation for qtick pa.ssa»es, break- 
inif several record, and upon one oc­
casion at least, his i^wn. In 18!*0 

• and ISltl he comma,,}ed the Henry 
, B. Hyde, the finest Atjprican sailin^r 
ship ever built, a painvinjr of which 
is in the Smithsoniai. Institute, 

^  j W ashington, D. ('. 
j^ ii .A r >ii>rh voyatft term inaUd fj^m 

I Ilutm an’s likitiK for the sea. With 
'^ '¡h is  brother Jhiiie.-. who wu.« ciiptair., 
2 ' he sailed in li e ship, John Buiiv^n 

‘\  f r  mi New Y'orU to

MERKEL TEXAS

ian tander. S pan
with a eai'Ko of tobacco for th>

OFFICERS
J. S. S^ann, Pre-?i'ient 
R. 0 . .An lerson, V. Pres. 
J. C. Mason, V. Pres*
W. L. Diltz, Cashier

A N D | .DIRECTORS
Herbert Patterson, 

Assistant Cashier

Dallas Scarbrough 
David Hendricks

\m rw  j r  L ^ iT o a s a tj

Mr. G. B. Brown, now of Abilene, 
form erly one of Merkel’s very fin ­
est citizens, was here this week 
»hakintf hands with old friend.s and 
inculenUUy rcnewinn up 
Merkel Mail another year.

OIL! OIL! OIL!

Y'es we have oil but our prices are 
the same as before we got oil.—Ba-

for the ' *  XVheelcr Market. tf

W. W. Westerhouse and wife, of
i l l .  Sam Foster, must excellent 

t.zen and gjod friend of the Mer-
Shreve>port, La., are h- ■? on a pros- 
pertin*’ tr io  and visit t ’ Mr .n d  Mrs 
J. H. M-D nald

I . .*lU
scripnor
;. i)the..

has out thar.k.s for a sub- 
which he sends to his

Spanish (b '.erhm ent, and returned 
1̂ ’ with iron ore for New Y'ork. On the 
•i' re turn  journey a terrific storm came 

uj), and for many days trie sea raged, 
g reat waves “half as high as those 
hills,’’ to quote Mr. Butman as he 
pointed to the range of hills .o be 
seen .south of Merkel; bore down 
upon the ship, and it seemed to the 
youthful seaman that each one would 
sink the vessel. While they failed to 
sink it, they drenched it and every­
thing and everybody aboard it, mak­
ing life miserable for the crew. .A 
weird touch was added by the play­
ing about the spars of the ship, which 
were studded with iron, of g reat balls 
of fire, known by the seamen as St.
Elmo’s fire.

One night while acting as helms­
man, Mr. Butman saw a great ship 
headed directly for his ship. It 
seemed that a collision was unavoid­
able, due to the storm and the great 
,^eas running, and the boy sailor held 
hi.s breath or said his prayers, he has 
now forgotten which. However, he
remembers clearly one thought he «.ast h a lf 'e a s t.

i  - ':^z:~Tzr.?z^-7r  '

in the spring.
“ Later I had cattle. There wore 

no fences in those days, and the 
cattlemen would nu*et in Fort Worth 
and set days for the roundups, s ta r t­
ing away down on the Colorado 
River and working up this way 
Slick Hill, about half a mile from 
my place, was where some of the 
biggest roundups were held.

“ I once had a neighbor, a cattle­
man named Hoc Grounds, who when 
he got drunk enough would come and 
tell me to keep my sheep away from 
his place. Otherwise I had no trouble 
with him. One day while 1 was 
working for the sheep ranch near 
Boll Plains I stopped with a flock of 
sheep a t a well south of the railroad 
and west of Tebo, which is now Tye. 
Grounds came along in a buggy. IK 
stop|>ed and said, ‘I'm Hoc Grounds. 
-Are those sheep for sale?’ I told 
him they were and the price asked 
for them. He said, ‘Well, I’ve got 
the money to pay for them.’ and he 
pulled a grip  from under his buggy 
seat and ojicned it. It was full of big 
rolls of bills. He had about $60,000 
with him. which was a good deal of 
money to be carry ing  around a wild 
country.

“Grounds was a tough customer 
and kept a hard gang with him. One 
time when they were accused of cat 
tic stealing they became afraid  a 
nigger who was working on Groumi ’ 
ranch would testify  against them, so 
they took the nigger out and hung 
him.

“Game was plentiful in those day 
There were lots of deer, antelope, 
wild turkey, panther, bear and wolv­
es. One day 1 managed to dri^e a 
fliKl; of about SO wild turkeys up 
close to tho hi jse , intending to g i ;

I the .shotg.in and .-hoot .■•onie of them. 
da\' or .-o before I had used the 

r  1.' and instead of taking it back t ' 
thi- h 'use. I stt it again.'t thi wall 
r>uts;.jt There had been u rain, and 
when I went to get the gun to shoot 
the tun-pys, both barrels of it were 
full of waipr which had run d iv.n 
from the rx^.f. Bo I didn’t shot>t any 
turkeys th a t time.

“ .About 30 years ago the skeleton 
of an Indian was found on my place 
where the Indian had been buried 
under a ledge and the place walled 
up with rock. B url-d with him was 
probably anywhere from  50 to 100 
yards of strings of beads, and a sad­
dle made of mesquite.”

In 1883 Mr. Butman whs married 
to Miss Madge Vaughn, daughter of 
J. L. Vaughn, firs t station agent of 
the Texas & Pacific railroad a t Mer­
kel.

Althougn nearly half a century 
has passed. Mr. Butman still recallc, 
the f irs t course by compass given 
him on board ship. It was. South-

A S K t
A N Y B O D Y

-

ly,

YOUR

B A T T E R Y
Now is the time to put your Battery 

in condition for cold weather, a freeze 
means a new battery. A battery in good 
condition will not freeze. We now* have 
a battery man with ten years factory e x - , 
perience and are in a position to service 
batteries of any make.

Come in and let us test your Battery 
and put pure distilled water in it. This 
will not cost you anything.

MerKel Motor Co.
A uthorized Ford Dealer

had. which was th a t if the world was 
big tnough. he would find a place in 
it where he could stay without going 
to sta. He held to his determination, 
an«' in a few day.> a fte r the voyage 
ended he was uii his way to Texas, 
then a wild and rough country, but 
Mr. Butman thought lam er than the 
sea. ,

He informed his brotner th a t he 
intended to go t<p Texas and raise 
sheeii. His brother's opinion was 
th a t he would do well to exchange 
ship for sheep.

“I had a Ijoy friend," said Mr. 
Butman, “who* wsa going with me 
to Texas. We heard of a young man 
who had recently returned from 
there, so we went to see him and get 
him to tell us about Texas. He told 
us many scary stories. When we 
had left him, I said to my friend, 
‘Y'ou can get you a grip there ,’ and 
pointed out a store to him. He had 
spoken of wanting a grip. ‘Grip,’ he 
said. ‘I don’t  w ant any grip. I ’m 
as near Texas as I want to be.’ So 
he backed out on me, but I came on 
by myself. I went to Boston, and 
from there went to Baird, Texas, 
which was as fa r west as they sold 
tickets in those days.

“ I got to Baird in the night. I 
went over to the old City Hotel. The 
office was full of cowpunchers with 
big hats and leather chaps on and 
several, if not all, of them had big 
six-shooters. I began to think of the 
bad tales I had heard of Texas, and 
I decided th a t the best thing for me 
to do wa« to go to bed.

“The next morning I went with a 
man over to Bell Plains, where I gut 
a job on a sheep ranch. About three 
months la ter I came to Merkel with 
a flock of sheep for that ranch. I 
got a claim about nine miles south 
of here which had on it one of the 
f irs t board houses built in this part 
of the country. I t was built about 
1879. I came to Texas In 1882.

“I stocked my place with sheep. 
In the fall I would take a wagon and 
my herders and we would drift south 
with the sheep at the rate of about 
three miles a day. We would go as 
far as the Pacos, and sometimes near­
ly to the Rio Grande. We called that 
cooBtry No Man’s Land. Wa would 
stay t^ r e  all winter and drift back

The Old Reliable

■' FARMERS & MERCHANTS NAT’L. BANK ■
iMerkel, Texas
‘•Organized 1901."

Mr. Butmiin’s family, as has been 
stated, wa.< a seafaring  folk, and the 
sea has marked it with its own 

I IKH-uliar tragedy. William Butman, 
'elde.a brother cf Mr. Butman, went 
I to «en and was never ag.ain heard of. 
Janie:; Bu:man, mentioned above, by 
m arine records ^m l calculations a.̂ - 
certained the approxim ate time his 
brother W illiam’s ship \xa.s |ia.ssing 
along the African coast on the v.>y- 
age of his disappearance and as 
there wa.s no record of a storm at 
th a t time which might have wrecked 
the ship, he was of the opionion that 
the vessel was becalmed, and was 
captured by natives together with the 
crew and such passengers as the 
ship m ight have carried. He had 
known of such instances.

Mr. Butman showed the w riter a 
picture of the old Butman home sit­
uated on Penobscot Bay a t Sears- 
port, Maine, the birthplace of Mr. 
Butman. The house, Mr. Butman 
stated, is 115 years old, is as good 
as when built and is now occupied.

As shown above, Mr. Butman and 
his wife a re  pioneers of this section, 
and have seen its development from

O l F I t E K S
J. T. Warren, Pre.s. G. F'. We.st. Pre.s.
Booth Warren, Ca.shier, F. V. Gaither, A.ss’t Cashier 

Owen Ellis, A.ss't Cashier.
DIRECTORS

J. T. WARREN 
G. F. WEST BOOTH WARREN

SAM BUTMAN, Sr.

GEO. L. PAXTON |
L

weeksOnly five more 
until Christma.s.

See our line of Dia­
monds. Watches, Jewelry, 
Cut Glass, China Sterling;: 
and Plated Silver and etc.

We will meet any mail 
^rder prices.

PRESLEY’S
Jewelry and Gift Shop 

209 Pine St. 
ABILENE, TEXAS

a wilderness to a g reat agricu ltural 
country, and have aided in its devel­
opment. They are, perhaps, destined 
to see it become a g rea t oilfield. A 
test well fo r oil is to be spudded in 
on their ranch sometime next month, 
and it is to be hoped it is nothing 
short of a gu.«her.

Mr. Butman has leased for a num­
ber of years some land owned by the 
Georgia In stitu te  of Technoiogy. 
Thes/» lands were inspected recently 
by H r M. L. Britton, president of 
the Institu te . While in this section 
Dr. B ritton  was a guest a t t'ne B ut­
man ranch October 2t'th.

Bo>-8! Will pay 25 cenU per dozen 
for washed pint and quart bottles 
Hamm Drug Co. It

Full Set Teeth $17.50
Xo B etter P late Made a t Any Price 
22-k Gold uaed in all Crown and 

Bridge work a t |4 .50 a«id Up 
Gold Fillings $1.50 and Up.

1 Cure Those Old Bad Gums.
I■  ’ If

Mrs. Geo. Brown has our thanks 
for a subscription to the Mail which 
she had us se»;d to her mother in
.Alabama.

D R .  H O U G H T O N
Bring your laondrv to the 

HOME LAUNDRY, 4 blocks 
south of depot on Alain street. 
Satisfaction guarantieed. Itp

.All Work Guaranteed 
25 Years Ex|>erience 

SOUTH SIDE DENTIST 
116 1-2 Chestnut St. Abilene.

For
Winter
Driving
—you’ll w’ant your automobile snug* and 
warm. Now’here wnll you find a more 
complete stock of Winter Auto necessi­
ties than you will finV} here.

Auto Heaters 
Side Curtains 
Top Material 
Celluloid 
Glass
Floor Mats 
Radiator Covers 
Top Recovers

—In fact, if its anything- 
plies you need, we can tall

in Auto Sup- 
care of you.

WEST COMPANY
_Li I t f  thb MOO— » a

t j |p « P £ rC A B L E  AUTO [CESSmESm

L
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THE MERKEE MAIL

LOCAL MERCHANTS AD­
VERTISE MERKEL IN 

WESTERN WORLD
We rep iin t a part of a fine 

“w rite up" of Merkel by the Western 
World and we regret th a t lack of 
■pace forbids our publishing all the 
articles. We have heard the W’es- 
tern  World praised in a fine way 
for th if publicity of Merkel.

BY L. R. THO.MPSO.N
Secretary, Merkel Chamber of 

*■ Commerc«).
M ERKEL, Texas.—Selfish in te r­

ests are forgotten or disregarded by 
the business men of Merkel when 
they conflict with the general in te r­
ests of the town and trade territo ry .

The new industries th a t arc allied 
to or follow up the discovery of oil 
will find a people not only ready to 
give them a hearty  and whole-souled 
welcome, but will find a town well 
organised to lend them every assist­
ance in locating here and well equip­
ped to take care of them. They will 
find the finest w ater here in West 
Texas, with a good w ater and sewer­
age system and the best roads in 
this p a rt of the State.

We have heard only one oil man 
express serious doubt th a t this field 
would not be extensive and he gave 
as his reason “ tha t it wa.s too giKxl 
a place to find oil”—th a t Merkel of­
fered too many advantages for com­
fortable living and too good roads 
leading to the wells now drilling, 
and too much genuine hospitality to 
those who foll'iw the oil game.

Ho plnceii these advantages against 
the rei>ort.s ni the best geologi-t.s, 
anti the fact tha t we have a well 
th a t ha- had an av ' age protiucti m 
of more than eight hundretl barrel.s 
daily since its discovery. His a rg u ­
ment st.-ited in the fewest possible 
words was, “ It is just too good t-> 
be tru e .” Merki-1 is e imjKdletl to d<'if 
it.s hat tt< that sort of |K‘.-simisrn be­
cause It n\ust not become offen«led 
when complimented.

We take issue with all who doubt 
th a t this well ■will be a field b«*cause 
it is contrary  to the geology and re­
cent discoveries.

Merkel will profit greatly  by 
those who have been and will be a t ­
tracted  here. We have one of the 
best farm ing sections in the State. 
This town ships from sixteen to

twenty-two thousand bales of cotton 
every year. W'e are singularly free 
from the pe.st.s which destroy the 
cotton crop in other localities.

You can drill into the earth  any­
where from the western edge of 
Merkel to .Mulberry Creek on the 
east and north and south for twenty 
miles and find the purest of w ater at 
a depth of sixty feet, and this w ater 
is apparently  inexhaustible. You 
can raise anything here tha t can be 
r.-iised in West Texas.

.Merkel people believe in law ob­
servance and law enforcement and 
if a field develops this will be a very 
unhealthy place for the law violator. 
We would advise him to detour 

i around the town.
The w riter met a s tran g e r in one 

of the drug stores the other day 
who remarke<l th a t this was about 
the friendliest town he had been in. 
He said, “ 1 have been standing here 
only about five minutes and have 
had four invitations to have a cold 
drink.” It has been many more 
years before the adoption of the 
eighteenth amendment since the old- 
time Texan could give the invitation 
locally to come up and base some­
thing. But th a t old Texa.s sp irit of 
hospitality and friendline.ss is here 
and has become designate<l by all 
who know the town as th® “ Merkel 
sp irit.”

Merkel does not have a vacant 
I resilience or busiress room in the 
I town and many homes are und*T 
, con.struction. Bnsine.ss houses are 
, being built as ia.st as there is a lie- 
! maud for them. Local capital will 
I invest in nothing th a t will no*' be a 

(Huniam-nt, safe inve.stment and it i: 
to bi eoinmcnded, instead of putting 
up cheap wooden-shacks. The res­
tricted d is t r ic t  are being enlarged.

.V residence section between Oak 
and Yucca streets known as th ’? 
W arren .Addition, will so<)n be curbed 
and parked and will be a restricted 
residence section tha t will add to the 
beauty and permanency of the town.

Merkel’s normal business in ter­
ests and varied and substantial. It.s 
banks and m erchants enjoy a very 
high credit and there have perhaps 
been fewer failures in .Merkel than

r

NEW I SEFri.N ESS OK THE 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

L. R. Thonip.son, seiT itary  of the 
Chamber of Commerce, reports a 
new activity engaged in recently by 
his office which resulted in direct 
and substantial benefit to a Taylor 
county furm ei, G. B. .N’oel.

.Mr. Xeel discovered cholera among 
his hogs and having no means at 
hand of checking the disease, he ad­
vised Mr. Thompson of the trouble. 
Mr. Thompson a t once got in touch 
by long distance telephone with J. 
R. Masterson, county demonstration 
agent, Abilene, and requested his aid 
in handling thè situation. Mr. Mas- 
terson Immediately notified the coun­
ty veterinary, who came and vacci­
nated the hogs, saving the entire 
herd.

Mr. -  Mrs. J. W. Hland' 
Celebrate (iolden 

Wedding Anniver.sary

CELEBRA TES 13TH BIRTHDAY

Mrs. Earl Diltz entertained on 
November 23 in honor of the 13th 
birthday of her daughter, Pha'.a 

I Earl,
I Various presents ■were*presented, 
!an<l delightful refreshm ents were 
'served to thirteen girl friend.s. Hours 
I of entertainm ent were from 4:00 p. 
! m. until 7:0D p. m.

any other town of the same sire in 
the State.

There are two strong banks, the 
Farm ers and M erchants National 
and the Farm ers S tate Bank. The 
firs t named bank received its charter 
in 1904 with J. T. W arren, president, 
who ha.s held th a t office continu- 
ou.sly to this date. Thos. John-on 
was cashier until 1919 when a con­
trolling interest was sold to L. R. 
Thompson, who wa.s cash ljr until 
Dccenibet, 192.o, being succeeded by 
Mi. Bo'ith W arren, one of the 
youngest hank ea-hiers in the State 
and who is m easuring up in a fine 
way to the responsibilitie.s of his 
ro. it: >n.

The Farm ers S tate Bank wus 
chartered in 1912 and is fortunate 
in having one of the best c’nartrrs  
in the State. R. O. .Ander.son began 
with the bank us cashier and is now 
vice-president and m anager. W. L. 
Diltz is cashier and J. S. Swain, 
president. The bank has had con­
nected with it in an official way 
many of the prom inent people of this 
community. John Sears and T. J. 
Tix)mbs have served as president, and 
many prominent men have been on 
the directorate. Both bank.- are 
-oliil institutions.

r i  -

Summer Oil In Winter
—  means incomplete lubrication,

TNcoId weather your engine may re- 
A quire a lighter oil of greater fluidity 
so that it can more easily reach the points 
to be lubricated.

Consult the Vacuum Oil Company’s 
Chart of Recommendations in our shop. 
Then let us drain and relill your crank­
case with the grade of Gargoyle Mobiloil 
recommended.

And your starting troubles will stop.
Y*ur car will be correctly lubricated 

f«r winter operation.

Saturday, November 27, was *he 
iiccasion of a happy gathering a t the i 
home of .Mr. and .Mrs. J. W. B’ard  
when all their children, with their 
families, and other relatives and ■ 
friends helped the couple to celebrnte . 
their Golden Wedding Anniveraary. i 
The joyful gathering ■was a happj 
■urprire to the honorées.

The guests begain to arrive in the 
early forenoon, laden with an abund- j 
ance of prepared fi<o<l for the sump- \ 
tuous noon-day repast which was 
served to about fifty-five people. ,
The dinner table was in tru th  a 
“groaning board,” with its weight »f I 
all the delicacies th a t the best of ! 
cooks could possibly prepare. The i 
ecene presented at the firs t sitting 
with the fa ther and mother and their | 
eight children, together with Mr. W. ^
L. Diltz, Sr., grouped about the table ■ 
was indeed one not to be easily for- , 
gotten.

Fam ily group pictures were made j 
in the early a fte rn w n  by a local j 
photographer. !

Mr. and Mrs. Inland were the re- j 
cipient.s of numerous gifts, among | 
them being quite a number of five ! 
and ten dollar gold pieces, a hand- : 
some console set in old gold of candle 
holders and clock, a ttractive book- 
ends, and a new Ford Sedan. The 
honorws of the day were also kind­
ly remembered with a beautiful 
prin t of the “ Dutch Flower Girl,” 
presented with the compliments of 
Grimes-Smith Drug Co., Merkel.

-Mr. John W. Bland and Miss Lock- 
eye CraddiK-k were happily un it“'l in 
m.irriag«“ November 27, 187*5 a ' ''

m. by the Reverend John F. ’ »*.- 
ton, m inister of the Cumbei l-md 
Fre.-byteriaii Church at State.svdle.
Tenne.ssce. To this happy hoir,'- 
have bei*n Ixjrn eleven chddren. t '.- to  
of whom died in infancy. Thos<- '-e- 
maining are; R. L. Bland, Ahi'one;
J. .M. Bland, .Southland; Ro.icoe 
Bland. .Merkel; Mis. R. R. C lar’;.
M erkel; Mrs. L. White, M erkel; J.
•A. Hland, Levelland; A rthur Bland 
and Dee Bland, Merkel. All these 
were with their parents for the cele­
bration. ^  . — - —

Those who helped in making the 
day a joyful one for the couple 
were; Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Blnni 
and children, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 
Brewer, Mr. and Mrs. Dee Bland and 
baby. .Mr. and Mrs. A rthur Bland,
.Mr. and Mrs. R. R. Clark and child­
ren, Mr. and ^Irs. L. White ami 
children, .Mr. and .Mrs. Joe White.
Mr. and Mrs. .Marvin Bland and | '  ' ~
baby. Mr. W. L. Diltz, Sr.. .Mis.sos ' 1«"«. Mr. J . D. Kelly, .Mr. and M r.. 
M ary Chaddock. sister of .M-s. Bland. Hobert Kelly of Colorado City, Bus­

ter Kelly of Fort W orth, and Stati- 
Icy Bland of Blair.

Belter let us fill your 
radiator with alcohol 

before it’s too late.

Mobiloil
ATui- lie

L et US pu t your Car in shape 
for th a t Thanksgiving trip .

A Complete Service

Everybody’ s Garage
i

Phone 72 F ro n t St.

and Lunnas White, all of Merkel; 
Mr*. Rosa Lee Netlcs, sister of Mrs. 
Bland. Gatesville; .Mr. and Mr.s. J  
.A. Bland and children, Levellami, 
rdr. and .Mrs. J. .M. Bland and child­
ren. Southland; Dr. and .Mrs. Hugh. 
B. Tandy and baby, and Mr. and

McDonald & Collum are  taking 
orders for pure E ast Texas Ribbon 
Cane S\‘inrp, IVcember 15th delivery.

CARD OF THANKS

Mrs. R. L. Bland and children, .Vbi- ■ See sample a t store It

r e a î é ^ t ' ï e a i *

V R G A I N S :

I can save you money on Dry Goods 
and Shoes. Tarbuttons’, watch makii^g’, 
Shoe and Dry Goods store, located on 
Front Street, in same buildini»’ with 
Smiths’ barber shop.

We extend to our friends and 
hbors our heart-fe lt appreciation 

for their many kindnesses shown, and 
sympathies extended to us during the 
recent illness and death of our dear 
Mother and wish it were ;)oa-it>ic to 

I meet each and every one person- 
’ ally, and expres.s our heart-felt ap- 

pri-ciation to each one of you all. and 
want to doubly thank those who so 
iavishly remembered her with the 
bea'jtiful floral offerings, for our 
mother was a g reat lover of flo'wers, 
and nothing was more beautiful, and 
raor« apprei'iated than the great 
amount of hoquels tha t decorated her 
grave, and accept this as a token of 
e>teem, love and friendship for her, 
and we feel keenly the emblems of 
same. .May GikI’s richest blessings 
rest upon all for their sweet consola­
tion,-.— The WiHHlnim Children

I n  192 5 ChexTolet a s to n ish e d  
th e  autom otive w orld  by attain- 
in s  an  ann n a l p roduction  never 
before reached  by any m anutac- 
tu re r o t Kearshift autom obiles. 
Yet, so spectacular has been th e  
increase in  d em an d  for Chevro- 
l e t c a r s . t h a t  a n e w  a n d  e v e n  
m o re  b r i l l i a n t  r e c o r d  is  th e  
clim ax for 1926.
Thus, for two years in succession, 

, Chevrolet has broken all its pre­
vious records and has set a new 
mark in automotite history.
T h is  sp lendid  a c h ie v e m e n t re ­

sults from  a steadfast adherence to  
thcfundam entalC hevT olet policy 
o f  bu ild ing  a car o f  th e  finest pos­
sible quality  to  sell at a low  price.
T h a t th e  vast m ajority  o f buyers 
now  d em an d  a car o f  th is  t>-pe— 
an d  th a t C hevro let has been  suc­
cessful in  build ing  such a car—  
possessing th e  h ighest degree of 
sm ooth  perform ance, sm art ap­
pearance, an d  econom ical oper­
a tio n — is proved by C hevro let’s 
success d u r in g  th e  y e a r  n o w  
draw ing  to  a close. C om e in  an d  
see th is record-breaking car.

L’ajafai^Æ ra/afzrar2Æ fgjafgjE Æ Æ fej2fafiU iiajaiaiaiziaig iaiaiiB iiii

Sm all daum pa ym ent a n d  camfonieni term s, A sk  ahout mtr 6%  PufcHoM Csetificmts PUm̂

T#wH*S or K nadsur $$10, Crmpe or Cnach S sdan  $ 735 , LanJam $765 , W T o «
T n tc l i |J 7 5  i* T sn T r tte k  $495 (Chassis amly),AU pfiess f,a,h. F kn t, M ieK

% »

LOWE-BRACKEEN MOTOR CO.
MERKEL, TEXAS

Q U A L I T Y  "A T ’ L 'O W 'C O jS T

REMEMBER WHEN YOU WANT 
YOUR CLOTHES CLEANED THE 

MODERN WAY
No gas odors comes back with that clean, sweet smell. 
We are the only plant in town equipped with the mod­

ern drying tumbler.
Clothes washed in a continuous flow of clean gas. 

Your clothes come back like new.

CALL NO. 3.

THE MODERN DRY CLEANERS 
AND TAILORS
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COM M ENCES 
FRIDAY, December 3

CLOSES
FRIDAY, December 24

EXTRA SPECIAL
A Gotxl Grade, 27 inch 

OutitiK
December Sale Prici'—

lOc

EXTRA SPE( lAL
One lA>t 27 inch 

Ked Seal (linKham 
I)oe.embi‘r Sale I’rice—

12 l-2c

EXTRA SPEC! VI.
500 Yards G«hh1 Grade 

('otlon l ’hi*cks 

n(*cemlM*r Sale I’ricfr—

7 l-2c

f

EXTRA SPECIAL

ifniH» lilo n c ' ! 

I>ome^tir

D^vcmber Side IVic«'—

TO TH E LI

f i j ,

i ,  ( t  «  w.-f 1 %

^ I T§i ^

i'\Ti< \  s e ic n  \ i .
A S|>I''iidid v^i.dily 

'' O,' I Va I her Tick 

l^ceniiier Sale I’rice

25c

EXTRA SPEnAL
All 25 Tent 

(•¡nuliam
Ihreniber Sale» Price-

19c

EXTRA SPECIAL
All 25 Cent 

Crelones
I)»-<emlH‘r Sale Price—

19c

a

. ''«a

EXTRA SPECIAL

One Lot Indies’ Velvet

Hats

Values up to $G.60

DiMíember '^ I c  Price—

98c

EXTRA SPECIAL

40 Pairs Cotton

Blankets

DecemlsT Sale Price—

Men’s Overcoats

We are going Into Deceml̂ 3:̂ r ¥i/ith 
too niudi Merchandise. Wl CGiiipiy 
must reduce this stock. The ^iump 
in cotton caught us all. Qur loss 
is your gain—

The Goode Must’ Be
A. ♦  "

We are going to sell Merchandise

iil
•51

KXTKA Sl’KriAL

500 Varris Goixl (Quality

r>i< a( lied or Brown

Ikimeslie

n eenilM“!* Sale Price —

lOc

I'tt.

$1.69

’ fticISSMe'«“ " $19-75jIrom now until December 24th—
All $25.00 Coats go 
at • • • «
All $22.50 and $19.75 
Coats go at
All $14.75 and $17.50 
Coats go at

$17.50 j right when winter goods are needed
$14.75 m ost-at prices tha tdefy allcompe-
$9.75|flfj0^ No old shop worn goods in

COATS DRESSES

1

EXTRA SPECI AL

HoUulay (iuoflH and No-

tioan not included in

Sale.

«i.

- A L L -
Trunks and Suit Cases 

and Folding Bags
go in this sale at greatly 

REDUCED PRICES

this Store.

All Ladies’ and Misses’ 

Coats and Dresses go in 

this sale at greatly
fm f -A

STOCK MUST BE REDUCED
O ur stock m ust be reduced and w e are 
offering; Phenom enal Bargains in all lines 
of merchandise. Every article going on sale 
carries the B ig Reduction Price T a g s. 
Stop for a m om ent and ponder, you will 
realize w hat savings we are offering Our 
one aim  is reduction of this stock.Profits  
are no ob ject- Cash is what talks.

— ALL—

Mens and Boys 
Clothing

go in this sale 
at greatly

R EID U C ED
PRICES

REDUCED PRICES

L.XTRA SPKCIAL

.M<*n’ Stonewall

(ivemlls

DocemUr Sale IVice

95c

EXTRA SPECIAL

81x‘.K) Seamlo.ss

Ble.ached Sheets

Decemlx'r Sale Price—

98c

EXTRA SPECIAL

M.*n\s $1.25 

I nion Suits

DivemlM'r Sjtlo Price—

C losed  all Day

I B

1«

PREPARING FOR THIS SALE
No Refunds or Exchanged 

EVERY S A LE  EIN A L 

Be Careful in your Purchases

J O N E S DRY OODS
M E R K E L ,  -  -  T E X A S

Ton Stores in Texas W. J. SHEPPARD, Manager

Ï ....
.vsjíí
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ÍThe Merkel Mail White ('hureh
Published on Friday Morning by a»»“ almost jrathemi
11»e M fik e l M ail P r in t in g  C o . ' Some few have soweil tti'ain anti 

T h o s . D u rh a m , E d ito r -M g r . plow ini{ will hi- the order of the day
before another week rolls around. 

',>ur scho«il bojan last week and 
, .'.ivms to be pro(ires,sin>r nicely uinler 

A n t u h e i e  e lse  (hi sui>eivision of Miss Brookerson
IN  .A D \ -ANCE _______ jof Buffalo tiap , anti Mis» O rr of the

1 I. X. I., community.
Grandm a Norris has been quite 

ill of neuralgia the last few liays. 
Little Bobby Glen Chitwisid has

SUBSCRIPTION R.XTES 
Taylor and Jones counties .$1.50'

from Butman community »jient Sun­
day with Mr. and Mrs. John Frazier.

Mr. Throw er from (juitaque came 
down one day this week, a fte r his 
»i>n. Everett and family, who return- 
e<i with him for an exten.led »tay on 
the Plain.s.

W H E N  T O  M A II . ( HRLST.M AS 
C A R D S  A N D  l* A R C E !.S

delivery of mail, particu larly  Christ-

TEJ.EPHONE Nt). (>1 
Entered at the pH).stotlice at .Mer-, 
kel, Texas as second class mail, i

been sick the last few d.ays.
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Demere 

spent one day la.st week in .Abilene.
Nell William, anil I.avern HuKhes 

of Merkel spent lust week end with 
their cousins the little Snows of this 
community.

.M“. a rd  Mrs. it. I„ Shuff >lH'nt|r,ias cards and parcel.», the I’ostoffice 
last week at I.evelland lookinjt a fte r ' IV pnrtm ent offers the followinK sutr- 

I their farm  there. Tfcstions:
Mr. .Malone and «on, Raymond j Christm as t;ifts ai.d cards addre.ss-

1 , ........  ne.ir ly e  wine vi«iti:i>r here I point« within one days’ travel
I one li.iy this week. j >hould be mailed not la ter than Pe-

l ncle t harlie Brown and son, jcpfnher 20th; within two days’ t”avel 
I Mo.«e were Sweetwati-r visitor« M on-| ^ot la ter than  Decei'ber IS;
I ‘i a \ .

.Airs. .Amelia RiifKins spent the 
, I la tte r part of last week vi.sitini: in 

ra g e ,,  a n d  it  m ay he \e r}  r e a l . , homes of Charlie and .Arlie Holl­
a n d  so m e  p re l im in a ry  p ro p a ra -  „^^th of Merisel,
t io n  to  t a k e  c a re  Ot th e  proo-aole ^^0 I.ttle infant son of Mr. and 
s u d d e n  g ro w th  Ot th e  to w n  .^^ebb was laid to rest in the
w o u ld  b e  \M.«e, s u c h  .1.« .> jr\ e> . Church cemetery this after-
o f  w a te r  supp lv  ,0 d e te r m ,n e  *t , nivin. Funeral services were conduct- 
a d e iiu a te .  a n d  ren :o n d L tio n iiv i o l 1^., b,. w iuiam s. our pastor, 
s tree t.« . Heavy o ilf ie ld  t r a U u ’ | frent

cember 22nd.
Parcels .nnd envelopes nmy be in­

dorsed, ‘‘Flea.He Do Not OiKUi Until 
C hristm as.”

.Another deck ha* l)Con .iddod to 
the fi)ree in the local postoffice d u r­
ing the holiday ru.-h, and if the pub­
lic will co-ope.a;e with postm aster 
Davis and his force by complyintt 
with the sUKjfi’-tions K>veu abov’e, 
they ma> fee! a«.sureil that their 
Christm as mail will be handled with 
efficiency and dispatch by the local 
force.

Since the rtn^ent .«tindstorm 
blew the padding out of the 
chuckholes in the jungle trail 
to the county seat even balloon 
tires fail to entirely' ab.sorb the 
jolts.

Due to di.scovery of the] 
Nooille Creek oilfield M- rkei is I 
entering pt'rhaps the periiMl of i f 
greatest dev ‘lojiment a i 
growth in her history, and it 
would behoi ve her citizens t*' 
spare no effort to haiiiiK the 
bix>m in a ‘redilable manr»r. 
An oil boom m.ry bt‘ as a mi-

ro.«tmaster T. F. r>avis advises us 
.hat the postoffice will be open only' 
two hours t ’hristm us Day, from s 
a. m. to 10 a. m., and the public is 
invited to transact its bu»ine.«s d u r­
ing; these hours.

To alleviate as much as possible BcjcinninK ne.xt Monday, Dec. 0, 
the usual congestion of the mails ilur- (. ompulsory Schix)l .Attendance 
inK the holidays and to insure prompt

COMPULSORY SCHOOL L.AW 
E F F E C T IV E  DEC. CTH

law Invomes effective fo r this term 
of the Texas Public Schools and Supt. 
J. L. Jackson sta tes th a t the law 
wil be strictly  enforced in the Mer­
kel School D istrict. .All children be- 
tw«een the ages of 8 and 1*5 are re­
quired by law to a ttend  school d u r­
ing the i>erio(l from December fith to 
-April d, four months. .All parents 

w ithin i »«*iu«isted to take duo notice of 
three days’ travel, not later than  ^^>‘s ’a " ’ « " ‘1 place their children in 
Dt*eember ItJth; for more d istan t **chool for the required time a t least. 
!v>int.«, not la te r than DecemlM-r 14th.
Parcels and cards for local delivery 
should bo mailed not la ter than De-

Sell those lots with a clas.sified 
ad in the Mail. tfi

REAL ESTATE, FARM LOANS 
FIRE INSURANCE

After a Fire—
y o u ll find no satisfaction in figuring up  
the am ount of insurance you should have 
had. B u t there is a lot of satisfaction in 
know ing that your property as it stands 
today is fully covered by dependable fife 
insurance.

O ur fire insurance policies are dependable.

W. O. B O N E Y
MERKEL. TEXAS

C o n s u lt  y o u r In s u ra n c e  A g e n t a s  y o u liw o u id  y o u r L a w y e r.

and rains can play havoc with 
streets and roiid«. availi'tde 
housing of all cIa^^es such us 
apartments, residences a n d 
rooms should lx» listed wi-h tne 
Chamber of C 'mmerco.

was in our

Often the citi.’elis o f  i. LO' 1, 
overwhvimid 1-y ;in - < ' . i  

.suffer with a «r)iei. .« of 'vii i- 
ej’eil e.xcitement and .-nt r',u:n 
a notinii «inular to  tr. o  * illo-.v- 
ed by fretMi »'tur- :>.rnl hi-’ack- 
ers. g . t  all th e  n.uney y<a! van 
while you van. and that i t- 
crea-cd ;iiniand ju - t ¡fies unjust

Inidst this afteìnotin.
Th»' children of Mr. ami Mrs. E. J. 

Co'tcphens spent .im enjoyable day 
!a.'t M 'rvlny when ihi y ail came to 
their >1.1 h'lme piace f< r a bird hunt 
r>inn> r w a> -c rved picnic fashion and 

t .ii'i- that rcastL.l (|u;iil was I 
■ !-ntií.i!.

Ml. E. .V. Muri.hy 1- priparir.c  
t '  iii.c.c \\ > k I'n.m the t'l ste- .
p.h p i;... ' Blai;.

h'i.iî ’v -' Di ”'.: re I'f W ichita Fall ; 
h.=. 1  h:- • arents lateiv. !‘ I

A! a- 1 ,'lr . ; har. c Hutchin«, > 
ais'i .'!r. a:, i Mr-. H.i-sley and child- ' 
ren •> : ’ . a r  .<w -ctw;;'.. r were ;
,. S'in>lay.

M l-—- Pi'e.;>ley and W'l.son left 
."•'.itid.V' ftir Le'.'ellaì'ii til .'i>e u ler 

f the cr>>| s on their ■
there.

price«. Nothing i.« more fai.a- 
cious. Because busiiu -- is g.-.i: 
i.s no rea.'on for gmiging *1' 
people who make it good and in .̂ t̂hering 
the case 01 an ■>il Lvx»m they are ; 
mostly the oil opere.tors. .-.ome >̂j,.
one. or >Ome .«eVend. ol w h o m i,; . . ; ,  Ja jj-h te r  from Abilene spent 
created the cause 01 the »>oom. i ^
the discovery ot od in the vi- 
cinit> of such town. If the oil 
operators and the employes of 
oil companies and other busi-

ar.d Mr.s. W illard .Marion an.l !
S'r

nes.ses brought in by the bixim 
will iMiy high prices and rents, 
it is rot becau.se they delight in 
that .sort ot thing or have the 
money to throw away, but *'e- 
cause they must have the ae- 
comoiiations in order to live in 
the town and carry on their 
work. We ^ru.st that the citi­
zens of Merkel will permit no 
such .'pirit of unfairness to i)re- 
vail.

and Airs. G.
j son.
1 Lee Clanton from near Mnryneal 
I vi.«itf->i at Wm. Snow 's Sunday aftcr- 
1 n> i-n.

IT ’.S .A tiU ESTIO N

L. R. Thonips iii, th»' best known 
Chamb«>r of ('om re ri c -ecretary in 
Mer'Kcl, became mi.splaccd, in other 
words mysteriously d isanpearel -or.ie 
tim e Wednesday, •>.' about the time 
discouraging reivir'.s ■ n the .^ears 
well rea''he<i town. We di*ei>ly re­
g re t th a t he took it -eriou.sly. J ’js t  1 
before g.nr.i; to pre.--, in ordf ;■ *•> 
give an alarm ed populace news of] 
the situation, v. c interviewed *h<' I 
loca', police force, un i he a<ivi-e>i cs 
th a t his . s e a r r ¡ . . i r t i e s  had foL..,.'i j 
no trace in ■ ■ 'fo rtunate  mun's
body.

Will, we've srot th;.-. to ;iay. if he ‘ 
does ■ iw up via hi» own peilal ex- j 
tremi; to th t disapp'dntm»!r.t of I 
everybod; but the bill c ilu« t<. •. he | 
may wirn ;;ad retu: r.i d urap .d ;n 
» wo'>dcn mon-.

On the lo th  of December our home ! 
dem 'm strator. .Miss Chamber- will be 
a* the h ''’r.r r f  Air. and Air-. .\. I'. : 
Wil.son to can a beef. We are !>«>k- | 
ing for-war'i to this as .1 .startimr, j 
for the ..rganization of a canning j 
club in our community.

Air. H. E. Farm er rc'-iened t'riday 
from an extende«! visit to T e n : '- -— .;

Air. Wm. .Snow spen' Thark«riv ' 
ine with .Mr. and Air-. H H. .Spear ! 
lif Hawley. |

Elmer Harrison who is attending ' 
school at .Abilene spent the holidays 
With hi^ pa.en is, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
-A. Harrison.

Air. Keynolils from Trent »pent 
Friday night in '>ur community.

Mr. and Airs. Wade Ensminkfer '

- \  H

nmsfi
CtuB

M -V H T I V

Mr. .A. D. Wilsonof the Cany-n 
community, was here yesterday and 
ha* our thanks for several subscrip­
tions to the Mail and T 'egram.

Mrs. H. B. I>eeton and son James, 
of Eldorado, Ark., and Airs. E. E. 
Kimbrough and son Joe Earl, are 
visiting their parents, .Mr. and Airs. 
J .  H. McDonald.

W. O. Boney represents the San 
Antonio Joint Stock and Land Bank. 
See him for 6 per cent money. tf

C . B .  B a r n e s

A new name fer th ’ maiden blush 
apple is long over due. Jake Bentley 
has sold his farm  as he couldn’t a f­
ford it.

H .  W .  B a r n e s

Barnes Brothers
Contractors and Builders

WE INOW HOW
F .  L .  B a r n e s

PLANS AND ESTIMATES FURNISHED 

P H O N E  229 O. w. Barnes
sfeasaa taga iÉ S ààM É B itt^

M AKE THIS

E le c tr ic a l G ifts W ill Be Rem em em bered Throughout 
» The Y ear

Th e r e  ¡s  an Electrical Gift for ev­
ery member of the family.

We have a large stock of High Grade 
Electrical Merchandise to select 
from. Come In and select NOW.

W e w ill keep it for you un til Christm as.
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PROFESSIONAL
.  UK. W. M. GAMDIIX 

Dentist
—X-Ray Diagnasis— 

Office phone 116 Res. phone 108 
Office on Front S t.; Boney Bldg

M. ARMSTRONG, M. D.
Office Over F'armer.s State 

Bank
vRes. Phone 12. Office 195.
Local Surgeon T. & P. For Last 

10 Yeans.
Furnish Drugs From Office.

W. O. Buney can make you a loan 
from 6 yeara to  33 yeara a t 6 'r  
intcraat. '  tf

í ó á  SALE
FOR SA LE—Two good Percheor. 
mares and one colt. tN’ill seL cheap. 
See J . F. Douglas, a t Hamm Gin or 
’Phone t>y. Itpd

PU R EBR ED  G iant Bronze Tur- 
keya, Goldbank atta in . Big bone, 

: heavy weight. Took blue ribbon a t 
j Merkel fair. Toms $10, hens $6. 
I .Mrs. J . R. Dean, R. 2, Sylvester, 
Texas. 3t2p

T. C. W I L S O N  
...JEWELER...

116 Chestnut Street Abilene

DR. R. I. GRIMES 
Physician and Surgeon

flours 10 to 12 a.m 2 to 6 p.m. 
Phones 105-163 Res. 166

;
WL S W. JOHNSON. 

Surgeon Dentist

Office jver Farmers State Bank 
Office Phone 306

PAULINE JOHNSON
Succeaaur to

G. W. JOHNSON

liisurunce—Notary Public 
Over West Company—Front St. 

t Aleiku! — I— Texas

FOR SA LE—I have aome real good 
L ankhart cotton aeed, 2nd year from 
originator. C. B. William.s, Merkel, 
Route Two. 3tpd

McDonald ¿: Collum are taking
ordera for pure E ast Texaa Ribbon 
Cane Syrup, Decentber 15th delivery. 
See »ample a t atore. I t

FOPi SALE—One span of mules, 
one two-row cultivator, one 2- 
row planter, some maize and 
cane. Sam H. Martin, Merkel 
route 2. 26t3

FOR SALE—Four-burner oil 
stove, in good condition. Cali 
at Merkel Mail. tfp

NOTICE to the public. I am now 
prepared to do your car repair­
ing. Prices right; all work guar­
anteed. Earl T. Pribble, 3 miles 
south of Blair. 26t2p

FOR SALE—9-room house, six 
lots, garage and servants house, 
on Oak street, for $5,000.00. See 
J. F. Abemathy. 26t2p

Coming to 
ABILENE

DR. M ELLIN TH iN
SPECIALIST

in Internal Medicine for the 
past fifteen yeai’s

DOES NOT OPERATE

Will be at GRACE HOTEL 
TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY 

December 14 and 15 
Office Hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

TWO DAYS ONLY

No Charge for Consultation

FOR SALE—Wagon, team and 
harness, cheap. Will st'll together 
or separately. See G. B. Rich­
ards at Noodle. 26t2p

FOR SALE—100 White Lt'ghorn 
hens, at $1.00 each. Higgins 
Hatchery. tf

W. W. WHEELER

Real Estate, Fire. Acciden«, auc 
Tornado Insurance Agent. 

Notary Public.

Office over Crown Hardware Co.

DR. MINTON T. RAMSEY 
[ DENTIST

X-Ray and Diagnosi.s

3rd Floor Alexander Bldg. 
Telephone 177 Abilene, Tex

H. P. HULSEY, D. C. 
Graduate 

CHIROPR.ACTOR 
Merkel. Texas Phone 51

Office in We.st Building 
^ Over Bragg Dry Goods

DR. CH.AS. E. HARRISON
Practice limited to Refracting

FOR SALE—I have some lots 
on Bettis Heights that 1 will sell. 
Come see me. I need the money. 
Abstract title. Want to sell all 
together at once. J. P. Hut­
chins. 26t2p

FOR SALE—See my Copper 
b.ack Bronze Turkeys before you 
buy. My flock is headed by a 
Tom from the Martin W’aide 
farm, Denton, Texas, one of the 
best breeders in the state. J. Ben 
Campbell, phone 246. tf

USED CARS— Have aome real b a r­
gains in aome good u.sed cars. See 
me a t once. F. E. Church. tf

FOR SA LE—Complete household
furnishings and bath fixtures at 
bargain prices. Call a t office of 
Dr. Gambill in Boney Building or 
phone 224. tf

H^ve a number of u.sed duplex 
shade.« to sell worth the money. See 
Mrs. J. E. Richardson nt residence.

Itod

FOR RENT

j Dr. Mellenthin is a regular 
graduate in medicine and sur­
gery and is licensed by the state 
of Texa.<5. He does not operate 
lor chronic rp; Lndicitis. gall 

¡.stones, ulcers of stomach, tor.- 
isils or adenoids, 
j He has to his credit wonderful 
results in diseases of the stom­
ach, liver, l-ov.els. blood, skin, 
nenes, iiearl, kidney, bladder, 
bed wettiui, catan h, weak lungs 
rheumatism, sciatica, leg ulcers 
and rectal ailments.

Below are the names of a few 
of his many satisfied patients in 
Texas.

Oscar Seawald, Doeme, stom­
ach trouble.

Dorothy Heitfelts, Fredericks­
burg, tonsils and adenoids.

Alva Peaper, New Braunfels, 
heart trouble.

Mrs. Wm. Lehman, Brown- 
wood, heart trouble and colitis.

Mr.s. A. F. Tate, Cross Plains, 
high blood pressure and gall 
bladder trouble.

A. D. Tinker, Whitt, hemor­
rhoids.

Remember above date, that 
con.'sultation on this trip will be 
free and that his treatment is 
different.

Married women must be ac­
companied by their husbands.

Address: 211 Bradbury Bldg.. 
Los Angeles, California. 26t3p

FOR R EN T—Large furnished ber- 
rovm. clone iu; tuilel and bum. Reu-

E y e s  E x a m in e d — (ilasne.«. F i t te d  | r e nt.  S. K, Haynes. itpd

209 Clinton Bldg. Phone 2020
Over Brooks D.G. Abilene, Tex

—PILES CURED— 
jNo Knife No Pain No Deten­

tion from Work 
DR. E. E. COCKRELL 

Rectal and Skin Specialist 
of Abilene, Texas 

Phone No. 359 Alexander Bldg

J. S. PHILLIPS 

CONTRACTOR & BUILDER 

Plans & Specifications furnished 

Address P. O. Box 38 Merkel

FOR R EN T—Two furnished rooms, 
for light housekeeping. Mrs. W alter 
Boden. It

FOR R EN T— Bedroom, access to 
bath. F ront ent;ance. Nicely fu r ­
nished. Mrs. Geo. Brown, Phone 
132. Itpd

FOR RENTLI have 160 acres of 
land for rent and 350 acres for 
lease, C, A. Duncan, Trent 
route two. tf

WANTED

PUBLIC STENOGRAPHIC 
WORK

Call at N. D. Cobbs Office 
Over Farmers State Bank Bldg. 

We W’rite
All Kinds of Legal In.struments

A. V. D Y E  
,  — Contractor and Builder— 
See me for Plans and Specifica­

tions and contract terms.

Len Sublet!
Water well Driller, 
all workguaranteea 
ftrst-clasB.

Merkel, Texas
g h o n t IM w P. 0 . B in m

W ANTED—Bedroom, with modern 
accomodations. Would also like ac­
cess to garage. Call a t  Merkel Mail 
office. I t

WANT to buy royalty direct 
from owner. Great Plains Royal­
ty Co., phone 2148w, Abilene, 
Texas, 26t4p

McDonald & Collum are taking 
orders for pure E ast Texas Ribbon 
Cane Syrup, December 15th delivery 
See sample a t store. I t

LOST AND FOUND
LOST—On the night of Nov. 24, a 
tan  suit case, containing m an’s and 
woman’s clothing, somewhere be­
tween Woodrum Hotel and depot. 
F inder please leave a t Merkel Mail 
office. I t

FOUND—Small amount of money 
in Barrow F urn itu re  store. Owner 
can get same by giving proper de­
scription and paying for this notice. 
—J. S. Thomas. Itpd

Compere News
School is progressing nicely a t 

Compere.
Most of the farm ers are through 

picking cotton. All are anxious to 
see the pretty  w eather continue so 
they can finish.

Mr. T ravis left Sunday on a busi­
ness trip  to the Plains.

Mrs. Lijrene Allred who has been 
sick for the past two weeks is able 
to be up now.

Mr. and Mrs. Chester Lucas and 
Mrs. Richardson sptmt Sunday with 
Mrs. Marshall.

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Stout and 
Miss Lauvern Bond spent Saturday 
night with .Mr. Grady Bund and fam ­
ily in the Canyon.

Some from here attended the ca r­
nival in .Merkel last w'eek.

Mr, Allred, Harvey and 'C harlie 
Allred made a trip  to South Texas 
la.st week.

Mr. A. M. Stout and sons, Everett 
and Herman and .Mr. Hall Hobbs vis­
ited a t Mr. S tout’s Sunday.

Mis Carrie W hitaker from Abi­
lene spent the week end with home- 
folks and friends here.

Every one who attended the party  
a t Mr. Gouteers .Saturday night re­
ported a nice time.

Mrs. Nora Lanier visited a t Mrs. 
Allred.s’ a while Sunday afternoon.

Mr. J . C. Stout returned to his 
home in Arlington last Wednesday.

Mr. Claud Ramsey and family 
left last week for E ast Texas where 
they will make their home in the 
future. We are sorry  to lose them 
from our community.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack  I.«nier and 
baby and Mr. Hou.stnn Lanier who 
have been studying with Mr. Tarvin 
returned to their home a t McKinney 
Sunday.

ilis« Floy McKinney spent a few 
•iay- last w ti! with Mrs. Pearl .AM- 
rtrl.

M’ . S,oui tird family spent Sun­
day aftenuxin with Mi. M. .Stout 
and family of li.e S tith  c  mmunity.

Mr. and Mrs. C lareiue I'o. ter are 
the proud parents of r. baby boy, 
born on the 27th.

Bro. B ryant held his regu lar .ser­
vices a t the Presbyterian thurch  
Sunday. There was a good a ttend ­
ance Sunday and Sunday night also 
a t singing at the Baptist church.

Mrs. Myrtle Foster is spending the 
week with Mrs. Willie Mae Foster.

Several from here attended the 
show a t S tith  Tuesday night.

Bro. Bryant took dinner with Mrs. 
Horton and family Sunday.

A large crowd attended the musi­
cal a t Mr. M arshalls’ Saturday night 
all reported a nice time.

Mrs. Eva Adkins and Mrs. Jim  
Johnson visited a t  Mrs. C. Foster’s 
Monday afternoon.

Mr. Grady Bond and family spent 
the day Sunday with Mr. .A. C. Bond | 
and family.

BIG KARNIVAL

Big K am ival a t B lair school build­
ing, December bth, Wednesday p. m. 
beginning a t 8 o’clock. Special fea­
tures. Clown show. “ F a iry  in the 
Well,’’ and many other interesting 
features. Every one come with a 
pocket full of money.

BOX SUPPER AT W ARREN

W’arrcn  school will have a box 
supper F riday  night, Decembor 10.

Let all who will bring boxes and  
help. The funds will be spent ia  
equipping the playground.

Try a Classified Ad in The MaiL

Trent .MiHsionary Society

The Womans’ M issionary Society ! 
of the M. E. Church, South will have I 
their annual Bazaar, p 'riday and 
Saturday, Dec. 10 and 11.

All ladies of the church are cor 
dially invited to help us and every 
body be sure to visit our B azaar be 
fore making your holiday purchases

Many beautfiul things all hand 
made will be on exhibition.

On Saturday, Dec. 11, we will 
serve dinner.

Come and enjoy a bountiful feast.

FRESH FLORIDA ORANiiES

Fresh Sweet F lorida Oranges $3 ! 
|>er box ot three hundred large size. | 
Sound fru it and satisfaction guaran-1 
teed or money back. We pay express i 
charges. A box of these makes an  | 
appreciated Christm as gift. Remit i 
with order.—ACME FARMS Gaines­
ville, Florida.

T ry a Classified Ad in The Mail.

Hey, Boys!
We’ve just received a 

shipment of- all sizes of 

those famous Pennsylvania

VACUUM CUP
BICYCLE TIRES
You’ll find our stock of 

Bicycle Supplies complete.

West Co.

$ Over 31,000,000 Children X 
$ Now In  School in the U nited $ 
f .  States

FARM & R.ANCH LOANS 
At 6, 61 2 and 7 per cent inter­

est payable once a year. Teims 
5, 10, 20 or 33 years, tlie best 
contract ever offered the lx>r- 
rower. NO RED TAPE. See me 
if you want a loan. V. E. MITR 
Abilene, Texas. LTan27

Their Clothing often Drv-cleaned will eliminate 
more than 75 per cent of the different diseases 
during the calendar school year. “ Dry-cleaning 
Protects the Health of the Nation.” A National 
slogan demanded by the Goverrirert in the late 
World War. Let us prove our assertion.

P I L E S  C U R E D
NO KNIFE NO PAIN NO DETENTION FROM WORK

Dr. E. E. COCKERELL
RECTAL and SKIN SP ECIALIST of ABILENE

W ill be a t the S te p h e n s  Hotel in M e rk e l on M o n d a y  
Dec. 6 from 1 p. m. to 5 p. m. 

Phone No. 369 Abilene, Texas

One Day Service
Cash Tailor Shop

On K ent St. Phone 18 0

H R A D I
TtaOTieil

Davis & Tyler Realty Co.
Located in N. A. Dowell Paint Shop Front St. 
If you want to buy or sell Leases, Royalties, 
Farms, Ranches or City Property—
--------------------- SEE  US---------------------

For quick truck service see 
McClure & Pledger at Merkel 
Lumber C a phone 62. 26t4

ABSTRACTS OF TITLE
for prom pt and accurate service 

call on

SECURITY ABSTRACT CO.
Abilene, Texas

Second floor of Court House 
Phone 2378

H. W. 09IM SLEY, M anager

youxtirl 1 .ii nHfgenTn n c TpnJ3feT^tewn'ef 
in  KlavingfBosch Radio On y,pjur homjci

Perfect radio'arTd’̂ fine'furniturL are'combined,
-7 will enjoy the peHect tonal quality, be de-,

».lighted at the unequalled performance and 
amazed at the simplicity of tuning in program*

 ̂ after program.^ Bosch Radio is the outstanding 
’i 'development of the industry. Built like an auto-, 

mobile, on a steel chassis, a single station selcc- 
t̂or, â< perfect volume contrcl - unusual powery 

and,reach are some of the features you have 
.waited for.  ̂Here they are it. their highestj 
development. Never has rad«o cíen so pleasing 
|to Jook upon or so satisfying to hear. Be sure 
to hear and see Bosch Ra?irr in your home 
of in our store before yc-*t buy any radio.

HOLMES ELECTRIC COMPANY

! y ♦
t r9
r

V
t-

PHONE 15S.
Garrett Feed Store Bldg

MERKEL, TEXAS

'«■I
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Pac* Eiffht THE MERKEL MAIL

BAPTIST ANN’OUNCEM EXTS

Sunday School 10 a. in.
The orchestra will becin 15 min­

ute« before and will play until Sun­
day School time. All officer» and 
teachers khuuld be in their place» 
■when the orchestra lieirin» playini;. 
Let every tnuly come early  and en­
joy the music.

Preaching by the pa.«tor, 11 a. m.
.All B. Y. P. U.’» will meet at *i:l."i.
No evcninif preaching: on account 

of the revival m eaung a t the Pres­
byterian church.

Work has starte<l on our improve­
ment and will be finished as soon as 
practical.

Since we have tf ' evening services 
Sunday let every one come to the 
m orning service. Come in time for 
Sunday School and stay for preach­
ing.

S trangers and visitors are always 
Welcomed in these services.

IRA L. PARRACK, Pastor.

.METHODIST (TUTU H

The follow i;;g services a t the 
Methodist church Sunday:

Sunday Sch» d at Pid."».
W orship at 11:'H) a. m. and at 

7:00 p. m.
Rev. W. E. Lyon will preach at 

the evening hour.
Hoj>e that al! the services may be 

well attended Sunday.
Interested members of the .Sunday 

School invite others to attend, and 
all try  to be on time.

We invite strangers and visitors 
to  our services.

w. R. McCa r t e r .

Miskes .Annie and Willie Swann, 
of Snyder, were here la.st week v isit­
ing home fiilks and friends. While 
here they ordered the Merkel .Mail 
for the ne.xt year.

Mr. J. S. Swann returned this 
wet'k from a bu>iiie.ss tr ip  to Fort 
Worth.

Mr. R. L. Ferguson of Waco, was 
here this week on a visit with friends 
and relatives. He will read the Mer­
kel Mail for the next year.

.Mw. J. R. B arnett left firs t of the 
wck for Temple, where she went to 
consult specialists a t the Scott sani­
tarium .

Mr. H. C. West left this week for 
Temple, where he is under the care 
and treatm ent of :pecialists a t the 
Scott Sanitarium .

■M iss .Mamm Ellis was home last 
wc“ek from Fort Stockton, where she 
is teaching in the Public Schools, for 
a visit with homefolks and friend«.

Mr. B. K. M aitland, of Pennsyl- 
\an ia , who during It'l'.t had the 
drilling contract on the old Bland 
well cne and half mile.«, southwest of 
the city, arrived this week to look 
over the oil conditions here.

WILL PRE.ACH AT TRE.NT

Elder W. G. Cyi>ert announce- 
th a t on next >ur.day he *>vi!l breach 
a t Trent, a t ‘'o-ih the nv in ing  and 
evening hour-. .A 'rd:al welcome is 
extemled t'> ar.il all to attend.

A very enjoyable >o.-ial nu‘eti” g 
was held by *bi- Woman- Mi«^:o^.;lry 
Society at 'h . hurch on last .Monday 
aftenicHin.

The prim ary Sunday School n>.)m 
had been neatly arranged and deco­
rated with b.>uuuets and bai-ketj of 
flower«. The program  committee 
carried out a very intere.«ting pro­
gram of song-, reading« and contest«. 
An appetizing refreshment platn of 
sandwiches, olives and hot tea wa« 
serve<l by the refre.«hment commit­
tee. Next Monday afternoon the 
regular monthly bu.«iness meeting 
will be held. .\t  this meeting a dele­
gate will be elected to the all dav 
district meeting at Abilene to L: 
held on the 10th.

The meeting Monday will be at ; 
2;.30 o’clock.

Sound  C om m on S en te
Between the value of a man’s 'work 

and the money a buyer will pay for a 
flnlshe<l article, the capitalist has hl.s 
ludispeiisable fu n c t io n .  He mu.«t sup­
ply what i»s>ple will And they w.iiit. 
Rut that will not In Itself make them 
want gisxl things, .sir Krnest Bc‘ven 
advises them to «ave rather than to 
siHmd. hut only i . i s te  and morals can 
' e a c h  then; «I 'ending. .Viid when they 
have clone tsith. they will ne»-d to ad­
j u s t  tl.e s.M-ial organism by some glv- 
li.g which moiii.s ns much from m ind 
a« from p cske t« .  If the clues for that 
are left To ti e «tate. hundrt 'c ls  of uill- 
•lotis will '»■ thrown aw ay—Itolcert 
l.eiicc ait In the .\tliintlc Monthly.

T h e  D o m esday  B ooks
tVheti i ju e e n  V ic to r ia  cftnie to  th e  

th ro n e  th*. iifltlonal a rc h iv e s  were- 
s Mtterc-cl in abou t  s ix ty  p laces ,  but 
h '  ai. nc't |ca««ed in I'Clx th e y  w e re  
c -r . '  er.tratiHl in th e  pub lic  r e c o n l  o f ­
fice. w hich  now c-ontulns recccrcls of 
tile chanc*-ry, exch»s|uer, variou.s 
cfciirts, a n d  clepartinent.s icf s t a t e  such 
a s  ' h e  tre.i.«ury, ho m e  office, fo re ig n  
oA'.ce. w a r  otflee. a d m ira l ty ,  b o a rd  of 
•*ade ainl cu s tom s.

Anicct.gst th e  p r in c ip a l  exhibits a re  
t.'ie I >c Tiicsc.ay bcs»ks, t h a t  a r e  t h e  out- 
c ' .m e cf a  g en e ra l  su rv ey  of K ng lan d  
o rd e red  by William th e  (. 'cn.' jueror ■! 
».'ce en>l o f  p iN j.— L ondon  A n s w e r s

C IT A T IO N  ON I T ’ H L K  A T IO N  
F O R  1‘ R O H .V rE  O F  W l l . l .

TH E STATE OF TEXAS 
To the Sheriff or any ('oni-tablc of 

Taylor County -Gicceting:
YOU ARE HEREBY Cvl.M.M AND- 

El), to cause to be rubli-hed, once a 
week, for ten days, i*xclii»ivc of the 
firs t day of pubiicatiun, before the 
re tu rn  day here f. in .«.cme news­
paper of general circ.ilation pub­
lished in said county, which has bc*en 
continuously and regularly published 
in said county for a perioil of not less 
than one year; the following notice:

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
To all persons interested in the 

Estate of .Mrs, .M. R. Woodrum De­
ceased.

You h re hereby notified tha t .Sadie 
Woodrum has filed in the County |
Court of Taylor County, an applica­
tion for the probate of the last Will 
and Testam ent of said Mrs. .M. R.
WcHidrum, Decea«ed, filed with saiil ( 
application, and for Letters T esta­
m entary which will be heard at the 
next term  of said Couit, commencing 
on the Third Monday in December 
A. D. 1U26, the same being the 20th 
»lay of December 1026 a t the Court 
House thereof, in .Abilene, a t which 
time all jiersons interested in said 
E state  may app»*ar and contest said 
application, should they desire to do 
so.

H ER EIN  FAIL NOT, but have i 
you before said Court on the firs t 
day thereof this W rit, with your re­
tu rn  therec.n, showing how you have 
executed the same.

Given under my hand and the Seal 
of said Court, a t office in .Abilene, | LOST— Two .'*.5.00 bills on the streets 
this the 2nd day of November 11*26. | of Merkel Wednesday, December 1.

W. E. BE.ASLEY', ¡F inder please re tu rn  to Merkel MaM I
Clerk, County Court, Tayior County, and receive reward. Raymond Brew- 

T txas l^er, Merkel, Route 1. Itp J
Dy Ben lit-1? Britii.n, Deputy. j ________________

r-f-'n't

W h a t’ s in a N a m e ?
$ 5 :2 2 .

TO THE PERSON OFFERING THE BEST 
NAME FOR MERKEL’S NEW SUB-DIVISION

LOCATION—At South end of Locust Street, between 
Oak and Yucca. To consist of 2<S Build­
ing sites.
District approved by Abilene Building 
and Loan Association.

IMPKOv FOMENTS—One way drives throughout. Con­
crete curb and mid-street parking 

RESTRICTIONS—Moderate building restrictions.
PRICE—FYom $250 to $500 per site.
The name selected and the name of person suggesting 

same will be printed in next issue of this paper.
All proposed names must be in the postoffice by noon

MONDAY, DECEM BER 6th .

A ddress P. O. Box 518, Merkel, Texas

■ W.ANTRl)—GtM.»l farm  wagon. See 
Mr. Minor Burns of Canton, T e x - 'y  j  Xo» mbs, Merkel, Texas. Itpd

a.s, was up last week spending ' ________________
Thar.k.-giving with home folks and 
friends.

at Rntton’.» Groc-ery. Itpd
FOR R EN T— Bedro« m, close in. Call

Wc are thankf'jl to .Mr. .1. L. Tuck­
er for a subsiriptioii to the Mail, 
which he had u« .-«.rd to his nioiher, 
Mr -. A. J. Tucker, in New Mexico.

F'riendships Most Perfect Gift— 
Your Photograph

Make the appointment now, and avoid 
disappointment.

Roddens Studio, Merkel, Texas.

FOR R E N T --T w o furnished room». 
:.Mr.s. J. M. Meeks, ’Phone 22». It
I

1

Mrs. McConnell's Cake* on »ale 
every Saturday, a t Dununings Drug 
Store. Special orders anjAime. 3t4p

If it is a house want built, see 
a carpenter, but if it is Meats, see 
Baker Wheeler Market. t f

PYORRHE.V— .'SORE GUMS: Your 1 friends dare not say so but your 
I gums and foul breath don’t make 
folks like you any better. Leto’s Py­
orrhea Remedy heals worst ca.se» 
promptly. It is not a mouth-wash or 

j paste, and is sold on a money back 
guarantee.

HAM.M DRUG CO.

T*‘

Too Much 
“Acid?”

Jlr. W. H. Bigley. Tye. Texa.s, ha* 
our thanks for the renewal >f hi« 
Merke! .Mail for the next year.

Mi.ss Inice Brown spent last w»*ek 
end in .Abilene visiting a t .MeMurry 
C ollege.

Baker dt Wheeler will appreciate 
your business. We handle fresh and 
cure»! meat.« at all time«. tf

Mis ses .^lary Eu!a and B'- g .Sear* 
of M> Murry «¡itnt ia«t Sunday in 
Merkel visiting hr^me folks.

Excess Uric Acid Cioes Rise to Mon? 
L'npleusani Trowbies.

Au t h o r it i e s  agree that an ex- 
L cesa of uric acid is primarily 

due to faulty kidney action. Reten­
tion of this toxic material often 
makes its preaence felt by sore, pain­
ful joints, a tired, languid feeling 
and, sometime«, toxic backache and 
headache. That the kidneys are not 
functioning right is often thosvn by 
«canty or burning passage of secre­
tions. Thousands assist their kidneys 
at such times by the use of Dtutn’s 
PiJIs—a stimulsmt diuretic. D oan’s 
are recommended by many local peo­
ple. A ik your neighbor!

Mr. E nnis Grime« of Chillicothe | ^*v a my f ^  PILLS
wa.- here last u- ck for a vi.sit w th j 1 J  1 \  ^  g n ^
hi* father. Mr. 7. L. Grimes and | Shmaiant D.arctic to the JC.dney.

I Foater Cc . Mf«. C hem  . Buffalo. N  Y .manv frier.<Ls.

THIS CfIRISTMAS
(iive Something Different

For the Family, for your Friends 
The gift that only you can give,

Your Photograph
RODDEN STI DIO, Merkel, Texas

N O T I C E  T O  O U R  
C U S T O . M E R S

We sincerely appreciate your pati'on- 
age, but if you have not paid your account 
with us, please do not ask us for further 
credit. We cannot run o".:* business with­
out iunds, and we depe^* 1 on our customers 
acC'Ounts for an incoric to carry on our 
business.

We are glad to serve you, and will 
bend every effort possible to please you.

Come to see us.

THE CORNER GARAGE

A NEW SHOP

F. C. McFARLAND, Mgr.

House W iring, Electric Fixtures

Starter and Generator Work 

We Wind All Kinds of Motors and 

Generators.

Repair Anything Electrical 

A Complete Stock of Lamps and 

Wiring Devices.

Radio Sets and Supplies.

HOLM ES ELECTRIC
COMPANY

PHONE 155.

“No Place Like Holmes”
Addrens—Garret Feed Store Bldg:.

t
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G u aran ty A b stra ct C o.
114^ Pine Street

ABILENE, TEXAS
For PROMPT, EFFICIENT SERVICE have your abstract work done by us.

- —  ' ....... -  W e  G uarantee Satisfaction = = = = = = = =

B. TAYLOR, Manager Phone 1132 ABILENE, TEXAS
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