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LANDSCAPE ALTERNATIVES

many seek ways to conserve water

Facing continued drought,

'_By James Cannon
Staff Writer

The dwindling water supply and
outdoor use restrictions are forcing
some West Texans to consider alter-
native landscaping designs.

Hot summer temperatures, per-
sistent drought conditions, de-
creases in available water sources,
prohibitive costs and restrictions are
spurring new ideas in some cases,
while others switching to more sus-
tainable native flora.

Despite this year’s above average
rainfall — 1.18 inches of rain in
2012 compared to historical date av-
erage of 1.03 inches — water tables
still are dangerously low. Not only
would the Permian Basin have to
exit the drought, there would need
to be enough rainfall to make up for
last year’s dry conditions. An ever-
increasing population also adds con-
straints to the area’s access to the
life-sustaining commodity.

The drought aside, the West
Texas reservoir system is more than
100,000 acre feet less than when
originally established in 1961. Re-
cently, the main reservoirs that sup-
ply water to the region have
dropped from 500,000 acre feet of
water to about 100,000 acre feet, ac-
cording to the Colorado River Mu-
nicipal Water District’s historical
tables.

Conditions are their worst in
more than a generation. The last
eity to use the E.V. Spence Reser-
yoir has discontinued to drain the
lake because it is at only .5 percent
capacity. The last of the great West
{exas lakes, the O.H. Ivie Reser-
voir, is hovering around 17.5 per-
cent and tasked with supplying
Odessa, Midland, Big Spring and
San Angelo, among others, with
water. Recent precipitation 1s doing
little to replenish the lakes.

The drought is exacerbating the
danger. Usage levels are unsustain-
able and require municipalities to
not only look for other supplemen-
tal sources, but also to fundamen-
tally address how water 1s used.
Several community leaders, includ-
ing Mayor Wes Perry, are stressing
the need for a landscaping cultural
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shift.

Most forms of innovation take
hold at the grassroots level. Several
such as Alldredge Gardens and Top
Notch Landscaping, started toying
with the idea of installing low-main-
tenance artificial turf as a possible
solution to local governments’ in-
creasing restrictions on outdoor
water use.

Most cities started enforcing
water restrictions last summer. As
the drought persisted, the number of
days and hours a homeowner could
water kept decreasing. This week,
Odessa announced residents will
only be able to water outdoors for
two hours a week starting Apnil 1.
Perry said Midland might follow
suit. The limited amount of outdoor
water likely will not be enough to
sustain the lush, well-manicured
lawns Midlanders have been used
to. In face of adversity, innovation
flourishes.

“Midland’s residents simply don’t
want dead yards,” said Josh Clark,
manager for Alldredge Gardens’
landscaping division.

To offset dwindling revenue
streams, local landscapers are look-
ing at synthetic alternatives.

Clark said all of Alldredge Gar-
dens recent jobs have been complete
artificial renovations. The company -
exclusively i1s using a high-end arti-
ficial grass called EZ Turf. The
massive, carpet-like squares are
stitched together and have an under-
ground urigation system to stop
pooling. The landscaping company
has installed more than 30,000 -
square feet of the matenal in the
past four months.

The chief landscaper is optimistic
about this product as he rattled off
its benefits: No need to water, no
mowing, low maintenance, pet

Please see LANDSCAPE/4A
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James Cannon/Reporter-Telegram

Jose Ruiz and about a dozen other landscapers with Alldredge Gardens install synthetic grass called
EZ Turf at Henry Petroleun’s office on Andrews Highway on Wednesday. More than 30,000 square feet
of the turf has been laid since November to help reduce the amount of water the company uses.

Former Midlander presents

‘1 Have a Dream’

speech at

King memorial dedication
By Audrie Palmer -

Staff Writer

John Lee, 65, was a senior at Carver High School in
Midland when Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. gave his famous

“I Have a Dream” spee

ch in Washington.

Almost 50 years later Lee would present

that same speech at the dedication of the
| Martin Luther King Jr. National Memonal
3 in the nation’s capital.
When Lee heard the speech in which

King called for racial equality and an end

-

“to discrimination, the civil rights leader

became his hero.

“He meant a lot to me, ,
grew up in Midland during the segregation

See photos from Satur-

day’s Black Pearl Expo at
the Horseshoe. Page 18

" said Lee, who

Please see DREAM/4A o
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More on Black
History Month

Sto anumber of cost

Lights iljumi-
nate the Mar-
tin Luther
King Jr. Me-
morial as
dusk ap-
proaches in
Washington,
D.C., on Aug.
23, 2011.
John Lee,
who grew up
in Midland
during segre-
gation and -
graduated
from Carver
High School,
gave King's “|
Havea
Dream”
speech at the
dedication of
the memorial.

Jacquelyn
Martin/AP

Conference honors
work of acclaimed
local architect

By Kathleen Petty
Staff Writer

With his cane propped to the side of his chair
and a photo of one of his homes splashed
across a sign announcing this weekend's design

. conference, architect Frank Welch smiled and
said he’s becoming a bit self-conscious.

The octogenarian was recognized as part of
the Architecture in the Hinterlands conference
and said he’s still not quite comfortable with all
the accolades.

But, he said, leaning back in his chair as the
next generation of architects buzzed around
him Friday afternoon, “Deep down. I'm also

Please see ARCHITECT/5A
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It’s happening |

Tuesday
@ The Alaska String Band,

7 p.m., Fellowship Hall, First
Baptist Church, 2104 W.
Louisiana Ave. Admission:
Free to public, sponsored by
First Baptist Church. Info:
hitp://www.alaskastring-
band.net.

Thursday through Sunday

@ Shotguns & Stilettos, pre-
sented by the Junior League,
a multi-day celebration of
shopping, shooting and social-
izing at Midland Center. For
more info: visit www.jimid-
land.org or call 682-4732

Friday through Sunday

® Permian Basin Home
Builders Association 14th

Annual Home & Garden Show,

Horseshoe. For more info:
520-7917.

a Continental Antiques
Show at the Ector County Col-
iseum.

Saturday

@ Reporter-Telegram
Spelling Bee, 9 a.m., Allison

Fine Arts Center, Midland Col-
lege. Admission: Free.

m Steers and Stars, a formal

evening of dining and dancing
benefiting the children at Mid-
land Children’'s Rehabilitation
Center, 7:30 p.m., Petroleum
Club.

@ Starship concert, 8 p.m.,
Wagner Noel Performing Arts
Center. Tickets: $30-$75. Go
to wagnernoel.com.

Sunday, Feb. 26

@ Broadway in the Basin:
“Stomp” at Wagner Noel Per-
forming Arts Center. Go to
wagnernoel.com.

Meetings Schedule

Midland—-Odessa Trans-

portation Organization
(MOTOR)

5 p.m. Monday

Wright Office Complex,
Suite 1, 9601 Wright Drive

Airport Board

9 a.m. Tuesday

Third floor conference room
Midland International

Airport

Permian Basin Communi-
ty Center for Mental Health
and Mental Retardation

3:30 p.m. Tuesday

Permian Basin Regional
Planning Commission

2910 LaForce Bivd.

Planning and Zoning
3:30 p.m. Tuesday
Council Chambers
300 N. Loraine St.

Midland College

4 p.m. Tuesday

Gibson Boardroom, Admin-
istration Building

Midland College campus

Midland Coalition

11:30 a.m. Wednesday

Palmer Drug Abuse
Program

11:30 a.m. Wednesday

1208 W. Wall St.

Note: Anyone concerned
about underage drinking and
substance abuse is encour-
aged to attend.

Midland-Odessa Urban
Transit District Board
Noon Wednesday
Midland-Odessa Trans-
portation Organization
(MOTOR) boardroom
Wright Office Complex,
Suite 1, 9601 Wright Drive

Midiand Development

8:30 a.m. Friday
City Hall basement,
300 N. Loraine St.

Education
meetings/forums

& The Midland ISD school

board will hold a special work-

shop at 6 p.m. on Feb. 26 to
look at the $158 million bond
proposal. The meeting will
take place in the MISD board-
room, 615 W. Missouri Ave.

® A public forum to raise
awareness of the local impact
of budget cuts and possible
community solutions will be
from 7 to 9 p.m. on Feb. 28 at
the Cogdell Learning Center,
201 W. Florida St. Speakers

include Midland College Presi-

dent Steve Thomas, MISD

Superintendent Ryder Warren,
Larry Carroll of Permian Basin

Community Centers and
Joanne Mundy from the
Department of State Health
Services.

Today in History

Today is Sunday, Feb. 19,
the 50th day of 2012. There
are 316 days left in the year.

On this date:

- In 1846, the Texas state
government was formally
installed in Austin, with J.
Pinckney Henderson taking

the oath of office as governor.

.In 1945, during World War
Il, some 30,000 U.S. Marines
began landing on Iwo Jima,
where they commenced a
successful month-long battle
to seize control of the teland
from Japanese forpes. -

YO
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Community News

The Reporter-Telegram and MyWest-
Texas.com is looking for community
news items. If you think you have one,
send it to Editor Stewart Doreen at
sdoreen @ mrt.com. Selected items will

find their way into the paper or online.

SAYING GOODBYE TO A GOOD FRIEND

Alan Krenek, board president of Casa de Amigos, thanks Lael Cordes-Pitts on Thurs-
day at her goodbye party. She was honored for her more than 26 years as execu-
~tive director at Casa de Amigos. Cordes-Pitts resigned in December and will leave
. her post at Casa de Amigos this month to assume the role of executive director at

the Henry Foundation.

Photo by Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram

@ Bridge of the Permian
Basin Studio and Bridge Cen-
ter of Austin are planning an
Inter-Club Championship
Game for 1:30 p.m. today.

In an inter-club champi-
onship game, ACBL (Ameri-
can Contract Bridge League)
emails the hands to the partic-
ipating clubs, and members
play at their own bridge club.
Sgores are emailed to ACBL,
which compiles the results.

The local club meets at
4000 N. Big Spring St., Suite
218.

The tournament is open to
players with 199 or fewer mas-
terpoints.

For more information, call
Mercedes Barker at 550-7343
or Deborah Brookins at 978-
4085.

. @ The Inspirations outpa-
tient counseling program at
Allegiance Specialty Hospital
Permian Basin is marking its
second anniversary 4-5 p.m,
Tuesday at 207 Tradewinds
Bivd. Dr. Sergio Silva, medical
director, will be available to
meet with the public.

For more information, call
699-3215.

@ The Junior League of
Midland is hosting Shotguns
and Stilettos Thursday
through Sunday to raise funds
for its community programs.

W 3101 ILBlgSpmg
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Community Calendar

The celebration includes the

Stilettos Market, Friday through

Sunday at Midland Center;
Girls’ Night Out Preview Party,
Thursday at Midland Center;
Buckshot Bash featuring Jerry
Jeff Walker, Friday at Com-

memorative Air Force museum:

a clay shoot, Saturday at
Jake's Clays; and two Pretend
and Play Luncheons for chil-

dren, Sunday at the Hilton Mid-

land Plaza Ballroom. -

For more information,
including how to buy tickets,
call 682-4732 or visit
www.jimidiand.org.

@ Shrimpfest, for the benefit
of Ellen Noél Art Museum, is
planned for 7 p.m. Feb. 27 at
the Ector County Coliseum
Building G, Odessa.

The annual event features

+an all-you-can-eat shrimp din-

ner, silent and live auctions
and entertainment by Main
Stream Jazz Quartet.

General admission tickets
are $35 and can be pur-
chased at the museum or
online at www.noelartmuse-
um.org. Sponsor tables are
available for $1,200, $3.000 or
$5.000. These tables include
admission to the sponsor-only
cocktail reception. For more
information, call 550-9696.

@ West Texas Conference
on Aging is planned for 8
a.m.-4:45 p.m. March 1 at Mid-
land Center.

The keynote speaker is 1o
be Peter Harrell Jr., president
of Harrell Communications
and consultant for Verbal
Defense & Influence. The con-
ference will feature four break-
out sessions: “Tactical Com-

Fun Facts Sponsored by

EZ Rider report
for January

Fixed Route

2012

Total 37,251
Midland 20,316 18,898
Odessa 16,513 19,017

Year-to-date: 149,247 (a

201
37,915

decrease of 2.89 percent com-

pared to last year)
Year-to-date in Midland.:
84,279 (an increase of 6.37
percent compared to last year)
Ridership in Midland was
17,669 in 2010 and 21,292 in
2009.

Revenue in October
2011 2010
$27,026 $25,026
Midland $16,062 $14,334
Odessa $10,964 $10,707
Year-to-date in Midland:
$57.,088, (an increase of 8.97
percent compared to last year)

Paratransit Riders

in Midiland-Odessa

Year~to-date: 9,967 (an

increase of 16.97 percent
compared to last year)

EZ Express: 422 passen-
gers, an increase from 323 in
December.

Total

Midland vs. Odessa
last three reports
Midland Odessa
October 22552 17,723
December 19,864 14,985
January 20,316 16,513

munication,” “The Right to Die,"
“When the Passion is Gone”

. and “Stuff in the House: Are

the Elderly Really Hoarders or
Just Poor Housekeepers?”
Registration fee is $50
before Thursday and $65 after.
The fee includes lunch. The
conference may be used for
nursing and continuing educa-
tion hours. For more informa-
tion, call Ann at 681-6303.

EZ Express

Leaves Downtown Midland:
6:15a.m., 7:15a.m, 8:15
am., 3:15p.m., 415 p.m.,
5:15 p.m.

Fare: $2

For a full schedule for the
service, visit:
http://www.youareheremedia.c
om/ezexpress/schedule. htmi

- FRANKLIN FOLIAGE

LANDSCAPING

“Serving West Texas Since 1981" . ot
Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Water, - .
Outdoor Rooms, Low Voltage Lighting Systems ' §w~u8h§kll§ol§goz¢!n _
Alexander Graham Bell applied for his patent on the telephone, an
“Improvement in Telegraphy”, on Valentine's Day, 1876.

L

About 3% of pet owners will give Valentine's Day gifts to their pets.
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Mldland Downtown Lions Club

Rrin

. 55" ANNUAL
Pancake Jamboree

(Sa sage, Drink, Plus All The Pancakes You Can Eat)

Saturday, February 25*

/7am to 7/pm

200 Plaza

(behind Walgreens & Gold's Gym off lllinois)

Tickets are *6 ea & can be purchased
from any Club Member or at the door.

4' ar

e
B Procoeds o benelih
* The Texas Lions Camp for Handicapped & ¢ College Scholarships
Diabetic Children * Lions Dist. 2A-1 Eye Bank & Dist.
- * The Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center 2A-1 Acuiia, Mex. Eye Clinic
(located in Midland) * And Many More! )
R A Big Thank You To Our Sponsors:
* A-1 Signs ¢ Bill Williams Tire » Corey Sly Electric
: * Midland Reporter-Telegram ¢ Midland Small Engine Service
Action Discount , Bosworth, Builders & Homeowners Supply, Celtic Heritage, Chaparral Bolt & Supply,
Communi Na Bank, Custom Benefit Services, Ellis Funeral Home, Energi Personnel,

Works, Swenson's.

BLOOD MOBILE

FastSuir; Tnnkmiesmorts

t"-"!.-"r [ I l

Warehouse, KWEL 070,

LnbertyTaxSemce Lonnie
Ovefhead Door, Printer Solutions, Quality Body
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Support groups
@ Survivors of sexual abuse

call 570-59835; interactive Bible
study 10 help deal with the
consequences of sexual
abuse meets Tuesdays. Child
care available. Call House of
Hope, 570-5935.

@ A group for those with
eating disorders meets 8 p.m.
Mondays at Fellowship Com-
munity Church, 5206 N. Mid-
land Drive. For more informa-
tion, call 296-1087.

& Food Addicts Anonymous
meets noon-1 p.m. Wednes-
days at the Center for Spiritual
Living, 2311 Elizabeth St. For
more information, call 553-
1031.

@ A confidential peer-to-
peersupport gathering for
combat veterans meets first,
third and fifth Tuesdays at Mid-
land College Cogdell Center,
201 Florida Ave. For more
information, contact Steve
Cree at 770-7469.

# Midland Optimist Club
meets noon Tuesdays at
Abuelo’s, 4610 N. Garfield St.
For more information, call 685-
7486. .

@ Midland Odessa Chapter
of the United Ostomy Associa-
tion meets 2:30 p.m. the third
Sunday at Midland Memorial
Hospital West Campus.

s TOPS (Take Off Pounds
Sensibly) meets 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays at Midiand Senior
Center, Midkiff Road and Illi-
nois Avenue. Weigh-in is at
5:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 694-8643.

a TOPS (Take Off Pounds
Sensibly) meets 10 a.m.
Thursdays at Christian Church
of Midland, 2608 Neely Ave.
For more information, call 694-
8347.

= Midland Walkabout
Volkssport Club meets 5 p.m.
the third Sunday at First Pres-
byterian Church, 800 W. Texas
Ave. For more information, call
687-2588.

® American Legion Auxiliary
Unit No. 19 meets 6:30 p.m.
every third Tuesday of the
month at 501 Veterans Airpark
Lane; 682-5511.

= Sons of Confederate Vet-
erans, Dunn-Holt-Mid-kiff
Camp No. 1441 meets 7 p.m.
the third Tuesday at Fairmont
Park Church of Christ Activi-
ties Annex. For more informa-
tion, contact Tom Owens at
tmowens44 @ juno.com or call
697-6955.

a Midland Gem and Mineral
Society meets 7 p.m. the
fourth Thursday at Sibley
Nature Center. For more infor-
mation, call 687-6467.

a Permian Basin Chess
Club meets 6 p.m.Thursdays
at University of Texas of the
Permian Basin student union.
For more information: Steve
Dudley, 556-1920; Brian Far-

Club, Support Group Meetings
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rell, 288-7141;
pbcc.50gigs.net;
odessachess @ cableone.net.

Toastmasters Clubs

@ Slyker's Professional
Toastmasters Club, 10 a.m.
second and fourth Saturdays,
Texas Tech University Heaith
Scienge Building, Room 1C12
(west side), 800 W. Fourth
St., Odessa; 522-2716,
marken1986-
slykers1@yahoo.com,
http://slykersprofessionaltoast-
mastersciub.blogspot.com/

@ Pop-Up Toasters Toast-
masters Club meets 6:30 a.m.
Tuesdays at First Presbyterian
Church'’s Family Life Center -
Room 228, 800 W. Texas Ave.
For more information, call 432-
242-2061 or email popupioast
ers @ gmail.com.

@ Permian Toastmasters
1509 meets every Friday at
noon at the Midland Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce, 208
S. Marienfeld. For more infor-
mation, contact Celeste Perez,
432.682.2960 or
celeste @ midiandhcc.com.

Alcoholics Anonymous —
hotline 580-7868.

m Serenity Group meets 8
p.m. daily at 3101 N. A St
Building C. For more informa-
tion, call 685-3100.

m 710 Group meets 7 a.m.,
noon and 8 p.m. Wednesdays
at 710 Ohio Ave. For more
information, call 682-8162.

@ Alpha Omega meets 8
p.m Tuesdays and 11 a.m.
Saturdays and Sundays at 311
S. Pecos St.

m Alanon 12-Step Group
meets 7:30 p.m. Mondays and
Tuesdays and noon Thursdays
at La Hacenda Outreach Cen-
ter, 206 N. Midkiff Road.

Narcotics Anonymous —
hotline 582-2926.

® Laundry Group meets 8
p.m. daily and noon Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays at
104 N. Marshall St.

® Xodus Group meets 5:30
p.m. Sundays, Mondays, Tues-
days, Thursdays and Fridays,
7 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. Wednes-
days and 8:30 p.m. Saturdays
at 206 N. Midkiff Road.

Dance clubs

a High Sky Squares meet
the second and fourth Tues-
days at the M-Squarena
Square Dance Hall, 2800 W.
CR 130. Round dances begin
at 7 p.m.; squares at 8 p.m.
For more information call 697-
0281.

@ Tall City Cloggers meet
6:30 p.m. Mondays at the M-
Squarena Dance Hall, 2800 W.-
CR 130. Lessons available.
For more information, call
Lynn Meyers at 528-0374.

@ Permian Basin Dance
Club, 7:30-10 p.m. Tuesdays at
St. Stephen’s Catholic Church;
cost is $5 for members, $6 for
non-members; 520-4343.

NO SALT-WATER SYSTEMS

Whole House Filtration
Drinking Systems

Good Technologies

HEALTHY WATER SYSTEMS

www.GoodTechnologies.Biz
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a hot meal to a Meals on Wheels client

Nearly every Thursday, the seven stu-
dents in Linda Brown’s upper-elementary
class pile into the school’'s bus and deliver
lunch to 11 homebound elderly who live in
the county south of Interstate 20.

Volunteers for Midland’s 38 Meals on .

- Wheels routes deliver about 450 meals up.

Photo by Meredith Moriak/Reporter-Telegram

each day to homebound elderly.

Wheels?

Kitchen.

Put your birthday,
anniversary in the

newspaper

The Heporter-Telegram-has‘
started running birthdays and

anniversaries as part of our
daily presentation on 2A or
4A. This includes Sunday’s

Your City section.

If you would like to submit
an entry, please send us the
following information.

m Birthdays: Name, age,
birthday and place of
residence.

@ Anniversaries: Names,
years married, anniversary
date and place of residence.

This will not replace the
longer, more detailed
announcements that run in
Sunday’s West Texas Living
section.

Please submit your item to

Editor Stewart Doreen
(sdoreen@mrt.com). We will
run as many items as space

allows.

E— ——

Note: Because we cannot
research and verify all infor-
mation, by publishing them we
neither imply nor guarantee
the accuracy of information
submitted to us.

Know a soldier
coming home?

Military families can call
689-8698 or email Vickie

. Interested in helping with Meais on

Volunteers are needed from 8:30 to
10:30 a.m. to help package meals in the

Drivers are needed from 10:30 a.m. to
noon to deliver meals.
Call Martha Valdiva at 689-6693 to sign

B S — -— — = L ———

Gomez
(zemogv @ cableone.net) when
they know their soldier is flying
into our airport so the Permian
Basin Welcome Home Com-
mittee can be there to greet
them.

MRT on the radio

Editor Stewart Doreen dis-
cusses local news at 9:35 a.m.
Thursdays on KWEL (AM
1070).

o F
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January Midland
International

Airport report

Enplanements
(people boarding an
airplane)
January 2012: 33,605
January 2011: 32,787
. Percent difference: 2.5 -
Year to date: 155,752 (2.2
percent increase from 2010-
11)
January 2010 total: 29,764
January 2009: 29,684
Note: Airplane boardings
have increased the last three
months.

Total Passengers
January 2012: 68,489

January 2011: 66,482

Percent difference: 3.0

Year to date: 310,285 (2.0
percent increase from 2010-
11)

Fuel Sales

(in galions)

January 2012: 471,074

January 2011: 460,876

Percent difference: 2.2

Year to date: 2,220,258 (8.2
percent increase from 2010-
11)

January 2010 total: 399,177

Januaty 2009: 369,371

Parking Revenues
January 2012: $175,542
January 2011: $161,477
Percent difference: 6.7
Year to date: $712,033

“ (10.6 percent increase from

2010-11)

January 2010 total:
$144 206

January 2009: $145,538

Source: City of Midland

What’s on the radio?

News Talk: KCRS (AM 550),
KWEL (AM 1070)

Sports Talk: KMND (AM
1510)

Contemporary Christian:
KFRI (FM 88.7)

NPR: KOCV (FM 91.3)

for new market

Tuesday - Friday 10am - opm e 1107 Pueblo, Midland, TX

items!
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LANDSCAPE

From 1A

friendly, durable and almost fade-proof.
Although the initial investment price for
the artificial grass is about three times
what his company would charge fer a
simplé sod job, after about eight years the
investment starts to pay dividends. Once
the initial cost is covered, there is little
more expenditure compared to those of a
natural lawn. There i1s a 15-year manufac-
turer warranty and an estimated life-span
between 20 and 25 years.

So far, most of the 30,000 square feet
of turf has been installed on residential
property, but Clark says he sees more cor-
porate interest. While at an installation at
Henry Petroleum on Andrews Highway
this week, he demonstrated how time con-
suming and meticulous th¢ work was. The
relatively small job took about a dozen
crew members to complete. Some were
laying the basework irrigation system,
others were anchoring the turf and stitch-
ing pieces together. Once the grass was
laid, stitched and anchored, silica sand
and a rubber compound were added to
keep the blades facing upward and add a
natural bouncy grass-like feel to the syn-
thetic matenal.

Clark said he has heard nothing but
positive reviews from customers and ex-
pects the already high demand to increase
once people see more of the turf through-
out the city.

Homeowner Victoria Wantland already
was excited about her new yard and Top
Notch Landscaping’s Brad Tatum hadn’t
even finished his work. |

She said she learned of the product on
Home and Garden TV and did a lot of 'n-
dependent research before deciding to
make the switch. When she and her hus-
band moved into their north Midland
neighborhood, their backyard was lush
and green. But, because of watering re-
strictions, a large tree preventing direct
sunlight and three dogs digging, the yard
resembled a dirt lot with sporadic patches
of grass.

“I’'m just pumped to not have any more
paw prints in my Kitchen” Wantland said.

Tatum said Wantland's backyard, about
1.000 square feet, would take a crew of
two about two full days because of how
labor intensive the artificial turf was to
lay and stitch. He said the meticulous
work was to ensure no seanis were show-
ing so it resembled real grass.

His relatively new company exclusively
1s 1nstalling the product. He described his
business as “zero-scape’ installation.

Aside from going artificial, there also
has been an uptick in landowners seeking
more native, desert landscaping options.

Native al :

Not everyone is onboard the plastic
grass express. Although Kelly Cook, a
partner with landscape architecture firm
KDC Associates, said artificial is a vahd
sustainable option, he 1s hoping its adop-
tion 1sn’t widespread. He raised a few is-
sues with some types of artificial turf —
but praised EZ Turf as high quality —
and had other issues with shoddy installa-
tion because of how difficult it is to install
properly. His main point of contention
centered around aesthetics. He compared
the plastic grass to mini malls and parking
lots. Cook said West Texans should be
embracing native style plants and look at
cities such as Scottsdale, Ariz., for inspi-
ration, rather than east where there 1s
more precipitation.

“In my more than 4,000 residential jobs
since | started this company, | can count
on two hands the amount of people that
have asked for a desert. native landscape.”
Cook said. “Most of the time | get some-
one asking for a landscape they saw in
Southem Living (magazine). This is not
Dallas or Atlanta. There are limited water
supplies and people should start embrac-
ing more sustainable landscape choices.”

Although few opt for a natural route,
the demand has increased during the past
year, according to owners and managers
at several Midland-based landscaping

Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram’

Brad Tatum and Fernando Arriaga, of Top Notch Landscaping, put down the weed barrier
lining after leveling and adding fill to a yard they are “zero scaping” with synthetic grass.

companies and nurseries.

The demand for natural sod 1s almost
nonexistent, said Homero Galindo. owner
of Sandy’s Nursery. He said more people
are asking for gravel and rock to make
beds. Native desgrt plants such as cactus
are gaining popularity.

Galindo said the drought has hurt his
business, but in response he is further di-
versifying the type of flora at his nursery.
He 1s encouraging more customers to
consider heartier trees, like live oaks, that
don’t require considerable amounts of
waler.

Clark said Alldredge Gardens 1s seeing
an uptick 1n desert plants. Last year he
started to notice a more native trend and
said since then. 1t has continued to grow.
He said he wasn’t satisfied just getting the
basic desert plants and his company 1s
seeking more diverse and interesting
styles of plants.

“In the end. these types of decisions
will be better for Midland long-term.”
Clark said about the alternative landscap-
Ing styles.

r living rooms
Other options Midlanders have, Cook
said, are outdoor hiving spaces composed

-0f trees, beds, bushes. rock and pathways.

The style has exploded since the advent
of HGTV and other DIY publications.
Some are more basic designs, but others
incorporate fire pits. massive outdoor
Kitchens and lounge areas.

Aside from water management statis-
tics — which Cook said were improve-
ments — he said the outdoor living
spaces were more aesthetically appealing
than acres of flat grass.

Cook described a typical outdoor back-
yard with 26 irrigation spray heads. After

quickly doing the math, he said a system
operating four times a week for 15-
minute increments during growing season
and a water cycle of two times a week for
I S-munute cycles during the winter season
will use about 189,000 gallons a year. In
contrast, he said water usage for an out-
door living room using a new water
method becoming popular with many
landscape architecture firms: Netafim
Drnip Lines.

The lines are long subterranean hoses
that slowly drip water rather than spray-
ing 1t throughout a yard. More than 60
percent of water used on irrigation spray
systems 1s lost because of blow off,
runoffs or evaporation, he said.

“It’s all about using innovation to save
resources, he added.

An outdoor living area using the
Netafim Drip Line requires only 3,648
gallons for optimal use, a literal drop in
the bucket compared the 189.000 needed
under the average current setup, Cook
said. o

Although none of these answers will be
right for everyone, a collection of water-
reducing outdoor landscape designs col-
lectively will lower Midland’s water use.
Regardless of which option Midlanders
choose, it will be a step toward prolong-
ing Midland’s limited life-sustaining
commodity until other sources of water
can be tapped, developed and fully

realhized.

James Cannon can be reached at jcan-
non@mrt.com.

Online:
See more photos from this story at
www.mywesttexas.com

- ‘cultural shift’
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City water
policy can
encourage

By James Cannon
Staff Writer

It’s not just residents and commercial
business owners changing their ways to help
make water supplies last in West Texas.
Many government officials and experts are
looking at ways to encourage a cultural shift.

There have been talks of providing resi-
dents incentive: Increasing fines for water
abusers and providing tax credits or water
bill prebates to those changing their outdoor
waler usage ways.

“lmigation usage is by far the biggest
threat to our water supplies,” Mayor Wes
Perry told the Reporter-Telegram. “We need
to craft policies that will cause a cultural
shift.”

But, he isn’t suggesting only residential
and commercial owners change their water
usage, he expects the city of Midland to lead
by example.

In that vein, he and other City Council
members have decided to invest park main-
tenance funds to redesigning some parks to
reduce water needs. He also has helped
make the Midland Independent School Dis-
trict — one of the city’s biggest water users
— become more water efficient. Before the
recent acquisition of modern umigation
equipment, the district was dragging around
old pipes to water the property, wasting a
considerable amount of the precious com-
modity, he said.

Aside from the city changing the way it
uses water, the biggest task will be reeducat-
ing the public on the best ways to conserve
the imited supplies of water.

Of the dozens of water violation citations
issued last year at the zenith of the drought,
there was a relatively low amount of actual
fines levied. Kelly Cook, a partner with
landscaping architectural firm KDC Associ-
ates and a water ordinance consultant to
many Texas cities, including Houston and
Midland, sees the lack of fines levied as the
biggest problem.

During a water ordinance meeting with
Houston officials, he advocated considerably
higher fines for violators. After a warmning
and a second-violation fine, he said should
impose a third-time fine of thousands of dol-
lars to force culpnts into comphance.

He also said cities should have “water
cops’ to enforce policy. The positions would
be self-funded. via revenue gained from is-
suing citations, and would ensure compli-
ance. He suggested one officer per 100,000
residents.

Not all of his suggestions were reac-
tionary. He encouraged cities to have incen-
tives, like a water “buy-back™ program,
which will be aimed at encouraging resi-
dents to turn lawns into beds and other per- .
meable low water consuming matenals.

Perry said he would be in favor of a dis-
counted water bill to those who take proac-
tive steps to lower thefr outdoor water
dependency, although the idea has not yet
been formally brought up dunng a City
Council meeting.

The city also will be enforcing a progres-
sively bracketed tax on a heavy water users
this year, Perry said.

The biggest thing Midlanders can do,
Perry and Cook explained, 1s be conscious of
the amount of water used outdoors. A typical
yard can consume as much as 189,000 gal-
lons of water a year, but through the use of
synthetic grass, desert landscaping or con-
verting wide-open yards into outdoor living
rooms, water usage can be curtailed.

“I'm concemned that life sustaining
choices won’t be made until too late,” Cook
said somberly. “People need to stop reacting
to dire situations and be more proactive.”

James Cannon can be reached at

jeannon@mrt.com.
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years. “Equality meant a lot to
me. To hear that speech and to
see him give it so many times
on tape, it was inspiring every
time | heard it. I saw the ex-
pressions and reactions on
people’s faces every time they
heard it."”.

After he graduated from
Carver, Lee went to Odessa
Junior College for a year but
didn’t have enough money to
finish school. He enlisted in
the U.S. Army and served for
20 years before retiring in Jan-
uary 1986.

Some time later, Lee heard a
rendition of King’s speech
and realized it wasn’t pre-
sented with the cadence and
intent with which King deliv-
ered 1t.

“I just had to learn that
speech,” he said.

Lotto Texas:
| 3-9-13-39-47-53
- Cash Five:
- 4-5-8-22-36
- Pick 3 Day:
- 0-4-8
Pick 3 Night:
3-7-5 |
' Dally 4 Day:
- 5-0-6-2
; Daily 4 Night: B
- 9-4-2-2 |
Powerball:
- 23-28-50-56-59
PB:5
2

|
|
|
|
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To memorize just the words
took about two months. but to
memorize 1t with the right ca-
dence and presentation that
mirrored King took longer. It
was another six months before
Lee was comfortable enough
to perform the speech in front
of a crowd.

The first time he presented
“I Have a Dream™ was in 1987
at a church in Charlotte, N.C.,
where he lived. He spoke at
other churches, too.

When Lee moved to Okla-
homa in 1992 from Macon,
Ga. — where he served as a
regional vice president for
United Family Life Insurance
Co. — he continued to give
the speech. In the past 26
years, Lee estimates he’s given
the 17-minute presentation at
more than 50 events, many in
honor of Black History Month.

Last year, when Lee found
out about the dedication of the
King memorial in Washington
D.C., he emailed the entertain-
ment committee and sent a
video clip of himself perform-
ing the speech. The committee
replied three weeks later that
he had been accepted to pres-
ent “l Have a Dream” at the
memorial dedication. |

“l was over-the-top excited
to do that,” Lee said. “That
particular speech is the speech
that everyone around the
world kind of identifies Dr.
King with. | was a little bit
nervous. I know the speech so
well but just Jhe idea that |

was giving the most famous
speech for the most famous
civil nghts leader for our
time.”

Lee said when he got behind
the microphone at the Wash-
ington, D.C., Convention Cen-
ter on Aug. 26 his nervousness
disappeared.

“It was kind of like fulfilling
a dream — his dream. His life
was cut short and if he were
alive today, he would still be
doing the same thing today
that he was doing in 1963.
Had he not been killed in 1968
... he would be attacking (the
problems of) today like he had
then,” said Lee, who lives in
Yukon, Okla.

Lee plans to visit Midland
soon and said he’d like to
speak at Macedonia Baptist
Church, where his nephew, the
Rev. Woodrow Bailey, is
pastor.

“As long as God allows me
to do 1t, I will do it,” Lee said.
“I am just happy that the
speech itself gathers so much
attention, even today.”

He said giving King'’s
speech “means to carry on his
legacy and to carry on his
dream. 1 hope with me giving
his speech — no matter how
many times | give it — | hope
it inspires somebody else ... to
carry on his dream.”

'Audrie Palmer can be

reached at apalmer@mrt.com. r
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Australia asks — again:
Did a dingo kill the baby?

Associated Press

SYDNEY — The growl came
first, low and throaty, piercing the
darkness that had fallen across
the remote Australian desert. A
baby’s cry followed, then
abruptly went silent. Inside the
tent, the infant girl had vanished.
Outside. her mother was scream-
ing: “The dingo’s got my baby!”

With those panicked words, the
mystery of Azana Chamberlain’s
disappearance in the Australian
Outback in 1980 became the
most notorious, divisive and baf-
fling legal drama in the country’s
history. Had a wild dog really
taken the baby? Or had Azana’s
mother, Lindy. slit her daughter’s
throat and buried her in the
desert?

Thirty-two years later, Aus-
tralian officials hope to finally,
definitively, determine how
Azana died when the Northem
Territory coroner opens a fourth
inquest Friday. Lindy Chamber-
lain, who was convicted of mur-
dering her daughter and later
cleared, 1s still waiting for author-
ities to close the case that made
her the most hated person in
Australia.

To the rest of the world, the
case 1s largely known for 1ts place
in pop culture: countless books,
an opera, the Meryl Streep movie
“A Cry in the Dark.” and the sit-
com “Seinfeld’s” spoof of
Lindy’s cry, “Maybe the dingo

ate your baby!"

But to Australians, the case 1s
about much more than the guilt
or innocence of one woman. It is
about the guilt or innocence of a
nation — a nation that prides it-
self on the concept of a “fair go,”
an equal chance, for all. Did
Lindy Chamberlain get a fair go?
Or had Australians misjudged
this woman? With doubts grow-
ing about just how fair and toler-
ant they truly were, many
wondered if they had misjudged
themselves.

Police and the public originally
doubted a dingo was big or
strong enough to drag away a 10-
pound baby. Nobody could find
documentation of a dingo killing
a child before. While Australia is
notorious for its deadly creatures
— snakes, spiders, crocodiles —
the humble dingo was considered
a shy animal that posed little
threat to people.

Lindy was convicted of mur-
der, accused of slashing her
daughter’s throat with nail scis-
sors and making it look like a
dingo attack. She was sentenced
to life in prison with hard labor.
Michael was convicted of being
an accessory.

Three years into Lindy’s prison
seritence, Azana's jacket was
found by chance — near a dingo
den. Days later, Lindy was re-

\leased from prison. J

-
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John Glenn reunites with

50-year-old Mercury team

By Marcia Dunn

Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL,
Fla. — John Glenn joined
the proud, surviving veter-
ans of NASA’s Project Mer-
cury on Saturday in
celebrating the 50th an-
niversary of his historic or-
bital flight.

The first American to
orbit the Earth thanked the
125 retired Mercury work-
ers, now in their 70s and
80s, who gathered wiih
their spouses at Kennedy
Space Center to swap sto-
ries, pose for pictures and
take a bow.

“There are a lot more
bald heads and gray heads
in that group than others,
but those are the people
who did lay the founda-
tion,” the 90-year-old Glenn
said at an evening cere-
mony attended by NASA
officials, politicians, astro-
nauts and hundreds of
others.

“We may be up on the
point of that thing and get a
lot of the attentien, and we
had ticker-tape parades and
all that sort of thing. But
the people who made it
work ... you're the ones
who deserve the accolade.
So give yourselves a great
big ovation,” Glenn said,
leading the crowd in
applause.

Glenn and fellow astro-
naut Scott Carpenter, now
86, spent nearly an hour be-
fore the ceremony being
photographed with the re-
tirees, posing for individual
pictures in front of a black
curtain with a model of a
Mercury-Atlas rocket.
Glenn and Carpenter are
the lone survivors of
NASA'’s original Mercury 7
astronauts.

Earlier in the day, the
Mercury brigade traveled
by bus to Launch Complex
14. That’s the pad from
which Glenn rocketed away
on Feb. 20, 1962.

Some retirees were in
wheelchairs, while others
used walkers or canes.

James M. Alsup
Robert A. Spears
Thomas W. Ortloff
Harper Estes
Steven C. Kiser

Lisa K. Hooper

Most walked, some more
surely than others. But they
all beamed with pride as
they took pictures of the
abaﬂcbmd pad and of each
other, and went into the
blockhouse to see the old
Mercury photos on display
and to reminisce.

As retired engineer Norm
Beckel Jr. rode to the pad .
Saturday, he recalled being
seated in the blockhouse
right beside Scott Carpenter
as the astronaut called out
to Glenn right before liftoff,
“Godspeed John Glenn.”.

But there’s more to the
story.

“Before he said that, he
said, ‘Remember, John, this
was built by the low bid-
der,”” Beckel, 81, told the
Associated Press.

The Mercury-Atlas
rocket shook the domed
bunker-like structure, al-
though no one inside could
hear the roar because of the
thick walls.

“Nothing was said by
anybody until they said,
‘He’s in orbit,” and then the
place erupted,” Beckel re-
called.

Beckel and Jerry Roberts,
78, a retired engineer who
also was in the blockhouse
that historic day, said al-
most all the workers back
then werg in their 20s and
fresh out of college. The
managers were in their 30s.
“I don’t know if I'd trust a
20-year-old today,” Beckel
said.

“They don’t know it, but
we would have worked for
nothing,” said Roberts, who
spends the winter in
Flonda.

Bob Schepp, 77, who
like Beckel traveled from
St. Louis, Mo., for the re-
union, was reminded by the
old launch equipment of
how rudimentary every-

thing was back then.

“I wonder how we ever
managed to launch any-
thing in space with that
kind of stuff,” Schepp said.
“Everything is so digital
now. But we were pioneers,
and we made it all work.”

The Mercury team in-
cluded women, about 20 of
whom gathered for the an-
niversary festivities. One -
pulled aside an Associated
Press reporter to make sure
she knew women were part
of the team.

“Most of the women here
are wives,” said Lucy
Simon Rakov, 74. But not
her.

“We weren’t secretaries.
We were mathematicians,”
said Rakov, a pioneering
computer programmer who
traveled from Boston for
the reunion.

Patricia Palombo, 74,
also a computer program-
mer, said working on Proj-
ect Mercury proved to be
the most significant thing
she’s done in her career.

Glenn’s flight was the
turning point that put
America on a winning path
that ultimately led to the
moon.

“It’s been downhill from
here,” Palombo said with a
laugh. She lives near Wash-
ington, D.C.

Roberts praised the wives
who endured the hardships
back then. He recalled how,
he and his colleagues -
worked 16- and 18-hour
days, seven days a week,
especially after the Soviet
Union grabbed the prize of
first spaceman with Yuri
Gaganin in 1961. Gagarin
reached orbit on his mis-
sion; another Soviet cosmo-
naut also rocketed into orbit
before Glenn’s voyage.

Many marriages ended in
divorce because of the ex-
cessive workload, Roberts
noted.
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pleased.”

Welch was one of about
40 architects to assemble
in Midland on Friday and
Saturday for the inaugural
Texas Society of Archi-
tects Design Conference.

The group heard from
speakers who touched on
the works of architects
who, like-Welch, created
great pieces in areas not
traditionally known as a
center for architectural
design.

“They’re able to do
magical, marvelous, per-
ceptive things with the
tools many of us take for
granted,” said Michael
Malone, who co-chaired
the conference with Mid-
land architect Mark
Wellen.

Malone said architects
in large cities, such as Dal-
las, often are influenced
by the cultural atmosphere
of the town, while those
who design in places such
as far West Texas or the
deserts of California rely
on the basic tools of natu-
ral light and landscape.

Wellen agreed and said
the theme of the confer-
ence and the ability to host
it in Midland was a great
way to start off what offi-
cials hope becomes a regu-
lar event.

“It’s about architects
who do exceptional work
based in places that typi-
cally you wouldn’t think
of as being the outpost for
great architecture,” he
said.

For his own part, Welch
said he never set his sights
on building a career in
Midland. More than 40
years ago he took a job re-
designing a home owned
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by a friend of one of his
classmates and the rest de-
veloped from there.

“Midland was probably
looking for some new
blood,” he said. “I was in
my late 30s. I raised my
three kids here. | was part
of the community.”

One of the high points
of Welch'’s career occurred
when he took on another
project for the family his
classmate had connected
him with.

The family had pur-
chased a ranch property in
Sterling County and
wanted Welch to design a
“shelter” they could stay
in during their weekend
trips.

Known as “The Birth-
day,” the assignment
turned into what critics
have described as a unique
yet simplistic piece that fit
in perfectly with the West
Texas landscape. Made of
wood, stone and other ma-
tenials, the structure fea-
tured a large porch held up
by tall stone pillars, as
well as an open room and
fireplace.

Welch also worked on
homes and commercial
structures throughout Mid-
land. He designed Trinity
School, helped with Mid-
land Community Theatre
and completed a number
of houses.

With each project,
Welch said he designs
based on the client and
their personality, or site
he s working with and the
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constraints of the budget.

“A couple are like
cousins,” he said of his
Midland works. “Some are
quite different.”

On Saturday, those at-
tending the conference
toured several homes
Welch designed.

Wellen said while each
home is different, Welch is
known for his consistency
in quality and design,
which was the tour’s pur-
pose. Each also uses natu-
ral light and other design
elements in a unique way.

“They just have a great
aura about them,” Wellen
sand.

Welch moved his firm to
Dallas more than 20 years
ago and still works from
his headquarters there.
“The Birthday,” which he
remains proud of, has
since been sold and encap-
sulated amid the construc-
tion of a new home.

Welch looked into the
distance as he shared this
news. Then, after a mo-
ment, he said he’s had to
get over the changes. What
happens to a building is ul-
timately up to the property
owner, not its designer.
Plus, the legacy of his
piece seems to have
survived.

“It became celebrated
among architects,” Welch
said. “l was very grateful
for that.”

Kathleen Petry can be
reached at
kthurber@mrt.com.
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