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|winning will be given a rmg

bought at the Broken Dollar
Store. '

The winning boy at the close
of School will be givena good
$5.00 Stevens rifle. The girl

set with her birth stone. i .
“1n addition to these prixes we "(*‘ e
willgive a one pound box of -

M to the one having the most l

i

'one block north of the depot.

Houston, Galveston

reletivesin
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I have made arrangements to}|  (yltivator sweeps from 6 to 16
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S0

* trade, [ invite any pahoka Blacksmith Shop, north
¢ u-il.u‘l to send in an order for| ,f the square. 3-tf
any amount up to a car load. My
prices are right and I keep a| Every body’s drinking it now!
good supply in my w alehouse Drinking what? Orange Julip,
. ..) cents, at Thomas Bros. & Co.’s
@-lt

S. N. McDANIEL, Tahoka, 49 Soda Fount.
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wi idrew her hands from mine, “I
asi:2d you last night if you would not
©ei.ie your inquiries at once.”

‘ Jut—but—" 1 protestingly began.
. *7 asked you to do what I requested
Wwithiout any questions. You have told
me that you loved me. If that is the
s> I know you will do what I ask
wi' hout trying to force my confidence.
Isg ' it enough for you to know that
i v 'sh you to do it?”

“1.0fise, dear,” I said firmly, “a mys-
ter yus trail of hidden evil in some
wa ' has crossed your home. It has
str 'ken your sister and your father.
Yo': yourself asked me to try to find
the secret and I vowed that I would.
1 4 n't know what your motive is in
ma lng this strange request, but I
car . belleve you are doing it of your
ow - volition. I am certain that you
are nfluenced by fear—fear lest some
g.re:ter evil will befall, if my efforts
‘) .amask the criminal are success-

ul. Is it not so?”

:

No. 49

More than ever now I was convinced
that fear of Crandall dominated her.
Quickly following on his telephone
message he hed come to the house
and had cast over her the same mys-
terious spell as had fallen on her sis-
ter. More than ever was I determined
to follow the trail of mystery to its
end, no matter where it lay or what it
cost. What was life to me if the wom-
an I leved was to be for ever under
& shadow, in the power of some hid-
den criminal who might prey on her
as he had done on the other members
of her family? I felt it my duty toward
her to on and, if I could, compel
her to divulge something of what she
was holding back from me.

“Why did you want that bit of the
yellow letter? What were you going
to do with 1t?”

“I can’t tell you. Please don't ask
ml.

“Why do you want me to stop my in-
r.

“I can't tell you. Please don't ask.”

“What was Hugh Crandall doing
here this morning?”

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE STATE CONS’I;{)TI{%ION
SO AS TO AUTHORIZE THE GRANT OF‘ AND
INDIGENT AND DISABLED SOLDII:IRb A
SAILORS AND THEIR Wl\ib.‘s.
(S.J. R. No. 9.) Senate Joint Resolut 'on. A

i f the Con-

oint Resolution to amend Section 51, of J}mcle 3,0 :
Se::n:fu{on of the State of Texas, so as to authorize the grant 3flb.li(l,'

to indigent and disabled Confederate soldiers and sailors and the
widows, ard to solciers who served in the mllx_ug nqd in org:mu-
tions for the protection of the frontier and their mdxgex‘xt wi hovtvns,
and to grant aid for the establishment and mall}lennnc; g nf - ov 1:
for the indigent and dependent wives and mdow‘l of Confedera .

soldiers and sailors, and snch women as aided the Lox_lfedcucy, an
authorize a special ad valorem pension lax, and making appropria-

tiens for same.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:' :

sgcrion 1. That Section 51, Article 3, of the Constitution of the
State of Texas be so amended as to hereafter read as follows:

ARTICLE 3. Section 5I. The ngislature shall have no power to
make any grant or authorize the _ma!u.ug of any grant of public money
to any individual, association ot individuals, mumcn_pal or other cor-
poration whatsoever: provided, however, the Legislature may grant
aid to indigent and disabled Confederate soldxers.add sailors who came
to Texas prior to January 1, 1900, and their widows iun indigent cir-
cumstances, and who have been bonafide residents of the State of Tex-
as since January 1, 1900, and who were married to such soldiers and
sailors anterior to January 1, 1900; to indigent and disabled soldiers.
who under special laws of the State of Texas, during the war between
the States served for a period of at least six months in organizations
for the protection of the frontier against Indian raids or Mexican
marauders, and to indigent and disabled soldiers of the militia of the
State of Texas, who were in active service tor a period of at least six
months during the war between the States, to the widows of such
soldiers who are in indigent circumstancer, and who were married to
such soldiers prior to January 1, 1900, provided that the word
“‘widow’’ in the preceeding lines of this section shall not apply to

The question, direct and blunt as I
put it, had almost the same effect as
it I had fired a bullet at her. She |
caught her breath quickly and her
face turned pale. I thought that she |
was going to faint. With a great ef- |
fort she recovered, and loeking me |

was?”

1 did not try to conceal the open-
eyed amazement with which I stared
at her as she gave me this unequivo-
cal reply.
could not, would not believe that this
high principled, honorable girl would
wilfully deceive me, yet I was as sure
as that 1 was standing there that
Hugh Crandall had been in the house
that morning. Could it have been that
he had entered without her know)
edge? Was it possible that one of the
malids in the Farrish home was in
his pay and had permitted him to en-
ter without Loulse’s knowledge? That
might explain the rifilng of the locked
desk. The maid might know of Lou-
ise's habit of hiding the key In a vase,
It began to look as if I had a solution
of this new mystery. Yet it cculd
hardly be possible for Crandall to
have been In the house for fully half
an hour without Loulse knowing it.
Furthermore, why had admittance
been denied me when I first called?

“I saw Hugh Crandall leaving this
house not ten minytes ago,” I sald.

“Really!”

Her tone was cold, hard, foroed.
though she tried to make it sound nat-
ural.

“It was he who broke open your
desk,” I crited. “He wanted to regain
possession of that scrap of paper and
thus remove all evidence of his guilt.”

“I am afraid,” said Louise with the
manner of offended dignity, “that you
are entirely mistaken. I was not
aware that you knew Mr. Crandall by
sight.”

“If that wasn’'t Hugh Crandall who
came out of your house just now, who
was 1t?” I asked, my anger at this
man whom I believed responsible for
the chain of evil getting the better
of me. “I don't know Crandall, but I
know the evil he is responsible for,
for the tragedy of your sister, the
plight of your father, the suicide of
old Andrew Elser, the suicide of that
poor woman out in Ardway. Why, not
an hour ago I helped drag from the
park lake a fifth victim, a poor young
girl, driven to death by another of his
accursed yellcw letters. I found the
fragments of it, water-soaked and {lleg-
ible, in the lake.”

“Mr, Kent,” interrupted Louise, “you
were kind enough to undertake a mis-
sion on my behalf and I appreciate it
greatly. Certain circumstances haxve
arisen that have entirely altered mat-
ters. I called you up last night and
asked you to drop all investigations.
You have said that you love me. By
that love you say you hold for me I
now ask you, no—more—I order you
to make no further attempts to solve
the mystery—please, Harding, please.”

Her voice broke, and with one last
gesture of appeal she flung herself
into a chalr and covered her face with
her hands.

Perplexed beyond measure with the
turn affairs had taken, with my heart
aching with sympathy for her, I stood
watching her slender form as it shook
with sobs, trying to make up my mind
what to do. My heart bade me prom-
is@ bher anything, everything if #
would bring her peace of mind, yet
my brain told me that it was best for
her, best for every one, if I should go
shead a8 my friend, the inspector,
had advised.

“Louise,” I began, trying to keep
my voice steady, “if you will answer
me one question—"

“ on't ask me, ITarding,” che begged
piteously. “I can’t tell you. It is not

mmy secret. I can tell you ncthing.
Ple se don't ask me.”

L - — -

“Don’t, Harding, please don't,” she
sobbed, lifting her tear-stained face
10 me in entreaty. “You mustn’t. You
mustn’t ask me any questions. If you

morning. What made you think he |officers, in November, 1912.

What could it mean? 1 ;
|

TricksoftheTrad

We sometimes hear the expression ‘‘tricks of the g "
but do not know just what is meant by it. In the bank
business there can be no such thing. The banker in gl his §
advertising must tell the truth, the whole truth and no|
but the truth, and he must tell the truth today,
the next day, every day. Without realy thinking abogtis
the public demand of the banker the same high grade of
morals that they demand of the preacher. A liar is mighgy
poor material of which to make either a preacher or g | :
er. Absolute confidence is necessary before the publie ep.
trusts its money to the keeping of any man, and confidengg
is not inspired by questionable methods in business.
banker must not onlyjtell the truth, but must be conneg
with an institution that will bear having the truth told gk
it. Right here is where this bank comes in strong. T
is not a thing here that will not stand the search-light
truth any time---day or night. Nothing to cover up, not
to lieabout. The more we are inspected, examined and
probed the better we are advertised. If such a bank ap
peals to you we should appreciate your account. 1

me First Nat'l Bank

Of Tahoka, Texas ~
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GENTS OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY AND BOARDS O®
TRUSTEES AND MANAGERS OF THE EDUCATION-
AL, ELEEMOSYNARY AND PENAL INSTITU-
TIONS SHALL BE ELECTED OR APPOINTED
FOR THE TERM OF SIX YEARS.

(H. J.R.No. 9.) House Joint Resolution.

An Act proposing an amendment to Article 16 of the Consritution of |
the State of Texas, by adding a new section thereto, to be entitled |
‘‘Section 30a’’; providing that the Board of Regents of the State
University, and the boardsof trustees or managers of educational,
el:emosynary and penal institutions of the State and such other
boards as have been, or may hereafter be established by law, may
be elected or appointed for term of six (6) years, one third of the
members of said boards to be elected or appointed every two (2)
years in the manner provided by law, fixing the time for holding the
election, and making the appropriations therefor.

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SecTioN 1. That Article 16 of the Constitution be amended by
adding a new section thereto, 10 be known and designoted as **30a,”’
and to read as follows:

Section j0a. The Legislature may provide by law that the mem-
bers of the Board of Regeuts of the State University and Boards of
Trustees or Managers of the educational, eleemosynary and penal in-
stitutions of the State, and such boards as have been, or may hereaf-
ter be established by law, may hold their respective offices for the
term of six (6) yeors, one-third of the members of such boards to be
elected or appoluted every two (2) years in such a manner as the
Legislature may determine; vacancies in such offices to be filled as may

be provided by law, and the Legislature shall enact suitable laws to
give effect to this section.

Skc. 2. The foregoing Constitutional amendment shall be submit-
ted 1o a vote of the qualihed electors for the members of the Legisla-
turr, at the next gencral election to be held in this State, at which
election all voters favoring said proposed ameundment shall h'nvc print-
¢d or written on their ballots: “For the amendment of Article 16 of
the Constitution of the State of Texas, regulating the term of office of
the Board of Regents of the State University, and tll other Boards of
Trustees, or Managers, heretofore or hereafter established by law.”
And all voiers opposed to said ameudment shall have priuted or wr{t
ten on their ballots the words: ‘‘Against the amendmeut of Article 1(;
of the Constitution of the State of Texuas, regulating the term of o%ice
of the Board of Regentsof the State University, and other Boards f
Trustees, or Managers, heretofore or hereafter established by law 0

SEC. 3. The Governor of this State is hereby dj i
: ) thi: ate iy y directed to isst
necessary proelamatxon for said election, and have the same ubifsllxt:l
as required by the law of the State. y

SEC, 4. The sum of five thousand dollars (¢
. Tl : 5,000,00), Oor o m
thereof as nm)’t‘)e uecessary, 1s hereby appropriated oul)nf any fu‘l:((;l;
in the State Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, to defray tl e ex
penses of said procl.mation, publication and elﬂ';irm . :
e —— —

love me, please do just as I say.~ '
s “Louise,” I replled almost sternly,
you are not yourself. Can’t you rely
on me? Can't you trust me? Don’t
you know that I will do nothing that |
is mot for the best?"

gently freed herseir rrom my encir
cling armg and, facing me, looked at
me with firm resolution written all
over her lovely face.

“You must do what I tell you, I

| can answer no tions
I gathered her into my arms an& could, but I etn%.“Yon n“lm;:d:.:

held her close, I press secret,

against her fngran? hal:d v‘::ronvl: m?"!'hlo‘ :::'um’vd 2 Louise.

;:’rayed from under her automobile | As the maid's Mun"l — .
mnet. As she lay unresistiing in my gave a start, and Mo‘ o g

arms her sobs decreased and ghe be- | out lmpnllh.ely to mght: ::r:“ll::

ca'm‘l; c:lm;r A | her own dear voice, sald to S
= ¥ darling,” T sald, “I know that “Harding, 1 must go, Please trut-..
ugh Crandall has be#n here. I feel | me, and please, please,

that he has been 'Dﬂmnc’n‘ you  of you. Good-by.” do what I ask

against me. Won't you do what |
our he broke
heart bids you and tell me evyorr :.n: n: to thotmmm mt’ :mnclrcung hands

| thi
ng about it 7* By thotlmo!mhgtt after har

women born since 1861, and also to grant aid for the establishment -+
and maintenance of a home for said soldiers and sailors, their wives
and widows, and women who aided in the Confederacy under such Tah0ka B..'?.E.!S s-!'nlth Shop Houses
regulotions and limitations as may be provided for by law; provided, ] 2 ¥
the Legislature may provide for husband and wife to remain together || Let Us Make Your Plow Points To Order As They ! S—
in the home. Will Last Longer Than The Ones You Buy, | S
The Legislature shall have the power to levy and collect, in addition ALL WORK GUARANTEED -
to all otber taxes heretofore permitted by the Constitution of Texas, a Bring In Your Points Now And Do Not Walt Till { r—
State ad volorem tax on property not exceeding five cents on the one You Need Them To Mave Them Fixed Up .
hundred dollars valuation for the purpose of creating a special fund o e e
for the purpose of creating a special fund for the payment of pensions AR ot SR R -t
tor services in the Confederate Army and Navy, frontier organizaticns | PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION AUTHQR
and the militia of the State of Texas, and for the widows of such| IZING CITIES OF MOKE THAN 5000 INHABITANTS 19
soldiers serving in said armies, navies, organizations, or militia, ADOPT THEIR CHARTERS> BY VOUTE OF TiiE PEOPLE, >
SkEc. 2. The Covernor of the State is hereby directed to issue the (H. J. R. No. 10.) House Joint Resolution. .
straight In the eve, she answered soft- | necessary proclamation for the submission of this amendment to the | House Joint Resolution proposing au uxxlgxxdxxlcxll to Section 5,.0! Ar.
ly: “Mr. Crandall was not here this |qualified voters of the State of Texas at the general election of State| ticle II, of the Constitution of tne State of lexas, providing for
At which election all vorers favoring | cities of more than five thousand (5000) habitants to adopt their
| this amendment shall have written or printed on their baliots t‘ue{cuancr LY & Voie ol the peoplc \ BOB
| words: “‘For the amendment to Section 51, Article 3 of the Coners |Bof re clved » t e tu f the § [oxas r
[ tution relating toinc: ase o C ni-de « ¢ peus as; o & At S ey g - ritution of the r
opposed to said amendmemnis shall have wrirten or printed on tueir | \(:,,..‘-‘,- ekt it b & » o .
ballets the words: ‘‘Against the amendment to Section 51, Article 3| _ okl u_"
{ot the Constitution, re'ating to increase of Contederats nensine f . e T »
SEC. 3. The sum of $5,000 00 o1 much the e i~ s e J 1 y i
sary, is hereby gppn_.vprm_!c-l to pay the expenses of carrying ocut to \;uc:;‘ U SV, ‘h‘_w: < prescr POR—— :w E o CI
proxisions of this resolution. 43-51| iding that mno charter or any oru nance passed ander said ch e d‘.Jx
—— |snail conoan )y V510N 10CONSIS a0 s
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE STATE CONS Ui IUTIUN | ouaie, oi wiy wi ihe general laws eia e il b%he
PROVIDING THAT MEMBERS OF THE BOARD Of RE- |Staic; said cides may levy, assess and collece dchh axe Way o

anthorized by law or by their charters; but no tax 10 au; paidw |
shali ever be lawful for any one year, whica shall exceed . 2:u 2|
half per centg of the taxable property ot such city, and no deot shall}
ever be created by any city, unless at the same time provision be made’
to assess and collect annually a sufficient sum to pay the interest thems
on and creating a sinking fund ot at least two per cent thereon;
provided further that nocity charter shall be altered, amended ot
pealed oftener than every two years.

Sec. 2. The Governor of this State is hereby directed to
the necessary proclamation, submitting this amendment to the q
fied voters of Texas at the next general election held in this State,
In case any previous election shall be held in this State for other pur:

S—

fied voters of the State. At such election, those favoring the amend- A
[

——

poses, then this proposed amendment shall be submitted to the quali-
ment shall have written or printed on their ballots, the words: “Fa
amendment to Section 5, Article II of the Constitution, authorizing
cities of more than five thousand inhabitants to adopt their charters
by a vote of the people;’’ those opposing said amendment shall haw
written or prioted on their ballots the words: '‘Against amendmest
to Section 5, Article II of tne Constitution, authorizing cities of mor
than five thousand inhabitants to adopt their charters by a vote of the
people.””  The sum of five thousand dollars, or so much as 1s necer
sary, is hereby appropriated out of the Treasuary of the State of Tex-

as out of moneys not otherwise appropriated to pay the expenses o
the publication of this amendment and the proclamation for the election,

FROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE STATE CONSTITUTION

CREATING THE OFFICE OF PRISON COMMISSIONER
AND MAKING THE TERM OF OFFICE OF THE BOARD
OF PRISON COMMISSIONER SIX VEARS.

(H. J. R. No. 22.) House Joint Resolution.

A Joint Resolution proposing to amend Article X VI of the State Cos-
stitution by adding thereto Section s, creating the office of Priss
Commissioners, and making the term of office of the members of the
Board of Prison Commissioners six years, and making an appropr
ation,

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. That Article XVI of the Constitution of the State
Texas be amended by adding -hereto a new section which shall
km‘)wu. as Section 58 and shall read as follows:

Section 58. (Article XVI.) The Board of Prison Commissiooet
charged by law with the control and management of the State F‘ e ——
shall be composed of three members appointed by the Governor, b lf o8
and with the consent of the Senate, and whose terms of office ih',. 3 1t 1S l‘]
six bears, or until their successors are appointed and qualified:
ed that the terms of office of the Board of Prison Commissioners
appointed after the adoption of this amendment shall begin ou Jas®
ary 2oth of the year following the adoption of this amendment, wi
shall hold_ office as follows: One shall serve two years, one four
and one S1X years. Their terms to be decided by lot after they s
have qualified, and ore Prison Commissioner <hail be ‘Pmndm

two vears thereafter. In case of vaceney in said office the G
nl.’"f Sta e hall fin 1 4 tment for the ue Hl '
pried term tnereor, “ : |

Sre 1 :

SEC. 2. The Godernor of this State is herehy directed to R

:‘llfl have published the necessary proclamation for the Sﬂw‘
:IH: proposed amendment to the Consiitution of the Smcd“’:
‘¢ qualified voters for members of the Legislature of the Statc® |
Texas at the next general election 1o 1. h:hl‘iu this State. A
:“"I‘l\ ‘fVOIT}-[K said amendment sha!l 4. . written or printed 08
n;pg::d tol;(}:r a ;‘lx vears' term for nrison Cummhsionerf.. F' |
. ;)n theire d}()“lll’“(?"‘ ‘of th.l.\ ;unen“ln ¢t shall have "YE“"'. !
g allots “"Against a six ye.1<' term for Prison ’
th‘esr};%f ngmaTltl,: sum of three thousand doilars (§$3,000) 0 & g
g .Smey Tnecessary, is hereby appropriated out of &
reasury not otherwise appropriated to def

She drew a
' long deep !;mth bt (Continued on third page)

penses of publication of the Goy G , . .
proposed amendmert, overnor's proclamation su
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THE WIIGR_T-CA.TI!!.L SANITARIUM
Drs. Wright and Campbell

Ei Physicians in Charge

Equipped for the Treatment of all
Medical and Surgical Cases. Gonta-
gious Diseases not admitteg. Trained
.\.uru}. in attendance. Open to all
Physicians. Big Springs, Texas
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B I o l The Arcadian is a perfect baking
B o S ' range, and stays a perfect baker for a life-
S I/ - time because it is built like a locomotive
o | > boiler. Builtof malleable iron and charcoal
iron riveted together instead of being bolted

together. Made airtizht without the use of
L stove putty to crumble and fall out, as hap-
AN A pens in cast iron and so-
= S called steel ranges, allow-

l——

17

ing false drafts to fag the
fire or deaden it.
The Arcadian Range will never
have false drafts—it will always do
e baking, using a third less

-

Complete Line of Shelfand Heavy Hardware,
Sweeps of All Kinds and Makes, Hoes, Rakes,
‘Garden Plows and Implements, Screen Wire,
Screen Doors, Poultry Netting

COMPLETE LINE of LEATHER GOODS

than common ranges.
Never need 0 use blackening—a rub with
an olled cloth makes it appear like new. 1%
ysforitself overand overin the fuelitsaves,
to say ncthing of the way it makes a woman's
work easier and allows her to do perfect baking.

THE ARCADIAN IS SOLD BY US.

We invite you to call as we wish to d
strate the value of this range to you.

-

Gutter

Let Us Build Your Iron Tank And
Your House

ool <

§

5 S. RAMSEY, Genearl Contracter

ESTIMATES FURNISHE!D

. The

i{ouses Built at Reasonable Prices. by Skilled Workmen.

for Trade «

COPYRIGHT 191
t

k. | [Continued from second page]
eit RNlTURE STORE, she was aiready In the car. I tried

to catch the direction she whispered
to the chauffeur but could not. Before
I could collect my thoughts the great

Tahoka, Tex. I
Hitchen Range.
cuxira kFine Rich Tone Piano
‘Jher second-hand Furniture
' BARGAINS. |

a
* J0B MAJOR'S FU
Y Main Street,

“| 8aw Hugh Crandall Leaving This
House Not Ten Minutes Aga”

For All Kinds Of
- Building Material, Posts, Wire,

sixty horse-power raachine had vam
lshed around the co. ner.

Where was she golng? It seemed
to me that every hour added to tha

P‘ o d W . chain of mysterles In which I hed
lplng an ell CaSlng, become involved. I was convinced
that In some way Loulse, too, had

been ensnared by tk e master of crime
who had plotted all this evil, but how,
[ could not imagin: Yet more and
more, it seemed to all clues point-
ed to Hugh Crandall. What could have
been Louise's motl re In denying to
me that he had be:n in the house?
She must have kno vn It

I began to wish that I had taken
Davis’ advice and remalned in Ard-
way. Perhaps by ‘his time I would
have had some definite clue. I re-
solved to go back there at once. The
| Inspector seemed to think that that

Also
Famous Star Windmills

ne
‘o

O. M. Wylie, Mgr. Tahoka, Tex.

sot JUST ARRIVED ANOTHER_CAR OF FEED

"‘ o o A 4
poc/ 1 If it is hay, grain, cotonseed cake, coal or salt you want just

"'ﬁ_-;phone 38 and let us deliver it. BIGHAM & SNIDER §

HIGGINBOTHAM---HARRIS GO.

- Want to figure your bill for
Lumber, Sash, Doors, Shingles, moulding, Eclipse Wind-
mills, Stock Tower, Piping and Fittings o all kinds,
/Lime, Brick, Cement, Posts and Wire.

Geo. Small, Manager

',._{.!"o BLOKS EAST OF SQUARE

i
!

|

TAHOEKA, Lynn ounty, TEXAS
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was the most fruitful fleld for investi- |

gation, and probably he was right.
Halling a taxi, I bade him drive me
to the ferry, but to my great annoy-
ance reached it just two minutes too
lete to make a train. Too dispirited
to do anvthing else, I entered the wait-
ing ferrvboat, and, sinking into a seat
in the corner, gawe myself up to bitter
reflection on my fatlure to molve the
problem I had set mygelf. The more
I thought about it the more firmly I
became convinced that it was wise to
disregard Louise’'s request. My love
for her, my duty to her, demanded
that I go on

So absorbed was I In my reflections
that T did not notice that the bhoat
had reached its glip, and I was almost
the last to leave it. Just as I stepped
off the gang-plank a huge machine
shot by me, giving me barely time to
catch 8 look at the occupants, but in
that fleeting glimpse 1 recognized
them both.

It was Loulse with Hugh Crandall.

CHAPTER XI.
More Discoverles.

The worse the injury the less it
hurts at the moment. [ once saw a
man with both legs cut off laughing
and joking with the men who pulled
him from under a car. Though he
died In ten minutes, I doubt if he suf-
fered half as much as i{f he had
bumped his head or had run a splinter
ugder his thumb-nail. It Is when you
are mortally huet and live that the
pain becomes so terrible.

In the few minutes I had had with
Louise I had not realized the depth of
the wound in my heart her conduct
toward me had made. Even wten I
saw her dash away from me in an au-
tomoblile, pained t{nuzh 1 was that our
interview should have been cut short,
I still did not comprehend what a ter-
rible blow it wgs that had befallen
me. It was the sight as I left the
ferry of the automobile dashing by,
with Louise—the woman I loved—
geated Hugh Crandall, that
gave new polignancy to my pain, that
added to the fires of jealousy, that
made me understand to the full the
dire import of what had happened.

Louise had lied to me.

Crandall had been in the house. She
had seen him. She had left me to
join him. She had even deserted her
helpless sister and her dying father
to go with him. And all the while her
lips had protested that no one had
been in the house but the doctors and
nurses.

As I paced the platform and paced
it back again, waiting two weary hours

begide

| for an Ardway train, as I sat for two

unending hours more in the long ride
through New Jersey, like a poisoned
knife, cutting my heart to shreds and
cutting the shreds agalin, the thought
kept coming back to me over and
over: “She lled to me.”

Quarter a man alive, pour molten
metal into his eyeballs, feed him salt
fish and cut off water, bury him alive
in quicklime, devise what torture you
will and double it, the pain and agony
can not equal that which comes to a
man who, belleving in and trusting
and loving a woman with his whole
heart, is forced to admit to himself
that she has deceived him—that she
has lled to him. In those awful hours
I came to kpow the seven hells. I
went through all of them.

Only one ray of comfort came to
me. As I had asked myself “Why did
she lle?” I found myself belleving that
she had done so, not of her own free
will, but impelled by some motive sc
powerful that she could not resist it.

- < ——————————

That it was the Influence of Crandall
I could no doubt. He had so preyed
| on her fears for her father and sister,
perhaps on her fear for me, that he
bad induced her to try to persuade me
to give up my investigation and had
made her promige to accompany him
on some doubtful secret mission.

“It 1s not my secret.”

I recalled the piteous cry my en-
treaties had wrung from her lips, and
found the logical explanation of it in
. her havin® been terrorized by that

villain, Crandall. If I could have found

him at the moment I could have killed
| him wigh my naked hands.
| Yet even though I was convinced
| that Loulse had lied to me, I began to
| feel that whatever ghe had done, what-
ever she was now doing, was in the
belief that she was acting for the best
for her dear ones, for me.

My duty to her, my duty to myself,
I reasoned,, demanded that I do my
{ utmost to solve the hideous mystery
and free her from the fear that I was
sure was responsible for her strange
actions. I swung off the train at Ard-
way and hastened to the hotel, eager
to tell Davis what I had learned about
the movements of Hugh Crandall, but
Davis was not there. All that I could
learn was that he had hired a horse
and buggy early in the morning and
had driven off in the direction taken
by Crandall the day before.

“If he is following Crandall's trail,”
said | to myself, “he is just a day too
late.”

So long as Davis was not about ]
decided | might as well see if the mise

{ng postmaster had been found. As I
walked up the street I could not help
thinking how dumfounded Davis would
be when he returned from his fruit-
lees chase for Crandall and listened
to my tale of Crandall’s actions. While
| he had advised against my return to
the city, he would have to admit that
it had not been without result.

As | entered the post-office T found
| that Miss Cox was still in charge.
| Approaching the letter window, 1 bade
' her good afternoon and asked if there
was any news of the missing postmas-
| ter. It was late In the afternoon and
| the last mail for the day having been
| distributed, she sat crocheting. She

motioned to me to come around to
' the rear door,

“How about 1t?” I asked as I en-
tered the office, “has anything been
heard of Rouser?”

She shook her head.

“That’'s about the eighty-ninth time
I've answered that question to-day.
Seems like the whole town was in
here wanting to know.”

“Has the post-office inspector been
here?”

“He was In here this morning and
made just the routine examination. He

“Hae Been Heard of

Anything
Rouser?”

didn't ask no questions, though I un
| derstand he has been sleuthing
| around up to Widow Smfth's, where
| Charlie Rouser boards. If he’s looking
| for anything wrong with Charlie's ac-
counts it's my private opinion that he
ain’t going to find it. I've been all
over the books twice today and there
ain't anything out of the way.”
“Have you any ldea where all that
money camg f{rom that we t_ound_!_:g

i

fme NORTH SIDE
BARBER SHOP

Will be pleased to serve you
when in need of an artistie
hair cut, clean smooth shave,
massage, shampoo or tomic.

Bath room and laundry
basket in connection

SHOOK & CLAYTON
North Side Square Taheka

(22 2 2 XX 2 2

Blacksmithing
5

{ Flows made any
size, wagon and
boggy work done.
Satisfaction
Guaranteed at

5

J.Macfarlane’s
! %

Ta,hok; Ta,iic;!
Shop

WADE RAY, PROPRIETOR

South of Square

Don’t Wear a Baggy, Mis-
fit, Hand-me-down Suit Let
Us Take Your Measure Fora
Real Suit Made of Better Coth
% Guaranteed to Fit Perfectly

Price the Same

We Do the Best Work in
Cleaning and Pressing Ladies
and Gents Clothing. A Trial
[s All We Ask.

A~~~

'ﬁORTH VSIDE PUBiIO sqQ
Tahoka, Texas

hind the cash-drawer?”

“No, and I don't see that it's any of
my affair. His books is right, and his
stamps and his stamped envelopes is
all accounted for. Maybe he made It
in Wall street, or maybe somebody
left it there with him for safe-keap
ing.”

As I recalled Davis’ parting Instruo
tions to me when I had first come
out to Ardway, I was more and more
surprised that he had not investigat-
ed further at the post-office. He had
seemed to think that the clue to the
whole mystery would be found there
and he had particularly charged me
to find out to whom Lock Box No. 17
had been rented. I decided to ask
Miss Cox if she knew anything about it.

“Seventeen has never been rented
as long as I have had anything to do
with the office. It is away off there
in the corner where it is hard to see
into. There's always been more
boxes than there was any call for. Not
one of them in the lower row ever bhas
been rented, even in summer, when
there's a lot of city folks out here.”

“Do you ever remember of seeing
any mail addressed to that box?”

She worked Industriously at her
crocheting for a minute or two befere
replying and then, putting it aside, said
thoughtfully:

“It's funny that you should have
asked me that.”

“Why?”

“] don't know that I've
ness telling you,” sald Miss Cox, a8
she debated with herself whether or
not she was talking too much, “but I
am as anxious as anybody to find out
what’s become of Charlie Rouser, and
from what I've seen of you 1 guess
you're a sight more likely to find him
than Jim Dobbs, the constable. If I
wasn’'t sure in my own mind that Char
lie hadn’t done nothing out of the way,
't know as I'd even be telling
you about it. But since you've asked
me, I guess I wiHl”

(Continued on back page]




Wholesale and retail dealer in Hay, Grain, Coal and Sc.a}t. We are re.
ceiving feed and coal

:..: o :
-4 all the time and are prepared to fill large and small
S" N’ | MCDanlel orders promptly. Give us a trial order.

Feed and coal delivered to aJ
parts of town. Phone No. 14 your wants or call at the yard one block north
CEED EEID RSP oy Prgty (L LI @RITITID NS

of the Santa Fe Depot, Tahoka, Texas.

Jetters right -out of my hand before I
had a chance to look at the postmarks

The ===

or anything. 1 noticed, too, that he &I / . to go 1o the Farrish home B i
: didu't put them In the box, but jammed bis bands he J"’,l couldu’t wait to go He had so intimidated Louise that |~ ™ e S ®
Nt irl.” “I've got some great 's Tor .
thent Into his pocket slong with a Jot aud tell the girl. she had asked me to withdrew at once |, . ‘¢ B0 SOMe E - =T G ‘v Har »
of other Jetters he had. 1 couldnt “Somebody would have known it If ¢ iy tnquiry I whigpered and went on up with him. QX e " r m

say who the other letters was ad-
dressed to, for 1 didn't get a chance
to see them. They might have been

"LETTER
‘E'n

“TThal’s just what he wouid do. I
bet he had a windfall of some sort
and the minute he got the money in

a horse at the livery stable,

he got
would they not
“Oh, that's neither here nor there.

Unable to learn anyvihing from Lou-

fse over the had dared

telephone, he

Acting on her fears, he had persuad-
to

accompany him sO0me

Jersey

ed her (¢}
place in New

v

lung hi

LN

| eeemee—— e —————— — s e i R , R T -
e ! . . . . oy s 4 Fverv bo s drinl o it NOW
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