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- Texting and driving ban to get final vote in House
Legislation sponsored by Rep. Tom Craddick passes 113-32 after four tries

misdemeanor and be fined $25 10 $99. Re the behavior of adul
peat offenders would have to pay between In a statement. Craddich
$ 100 and $200 in fines LIH} Crroundhog Day

For years, the bill's author, state Rep “This is the fourth session that |
Tom Craddick, R-Midland, has pushed before the Texas House to propose
legislation that would penalize drivers saving legislation, he smd |
who use their phuncu on the road that the Texas House ha

In 2015 and 2013, Craddick’s proposal support our effort. We an
passed the House but died in the Senate 0o HB 6.2 bey
In 2011, it raveled through both chambers  testament to the mem!
only to be vetoed by former Gov. Rick
Perry, who said it would “micromanage

By Sanya Mansoor
Texas Tribune

More inside

® “Bathroom bill" clears Texas Senate but
still faces hurdies.

® New pro-iife proposals in Texas
early OK in Senate. -
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a statewide ban on texting and driving
Under the measure passed by the
House, offenders would be charged with a

The Texas House on Wednesday passed
a statewide ban on texting while driving

Members voted |13-32 to tentatively
approve the legislation, which will get a
final vote in the House before it can pro
ceed to the Senate. A Senate committee
has passed a similar measure

Texas 1s one of four states that do not have

||f!!1T!1'

1exas sues

(3ET INTO THE GROOVE

James Durtin/Reporter- T‘oum

Kids get in formation Wednesday during Midland Festival Ballet's spring break Cinderelia Ballet Camp for ages 4 through 8 at Midland Count

Public Library downtown branch. See more photos from the camp in a future adition of the Reporter- Telegram

Luigi’s owner starts community
appreciation campaign, acknowledges nurses

B Michael Hochman
gives nurses gift certifi-
cates to his restaurant

By Simone Jasper

sjasper@mrt.com

Restaurant owner Michael
Hochman is on a mission to
recognize unsung workers in
Midland. When he launched
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an appreciation campaign
with nurses at Midland Me.
morial Hospital, the act had
personal significance.

“My late wife was a nurse
of 30 years,” Hochman said
“1 always want to acknowl-
edge them and thank them. |
want to show my appreciation
for nurses and how special
they are.”

Hochman gave each nurse

i

a certificate to redeem ftor
a free meal at his business
Luigi’s ltalian Restaurant
 he restaurant owner plans
to deliver additional cer
tificates to local teachers and
first responders. He hopes the
message of gratitude extends
beyond his efforts.
“We want it to grow in the
community to show appre
ciation and respect of police

The big number
An identity fraud study estimates

ey

and firemen, Hochman sad
“They put their lives on the
line cvery Liilr\ 1O USs I'L'H{‘lll'
take it for granted and don't
think about it until something
happens. We lost five police
in Dallas and a sherift 's depu
ly locally. They work hard for
their money and are passion
ate about their jobs.”

Please see LUIGI'S/4 A

- Word of the Day:
sacroiliac

Do you know what
means? Find out the
- definition on Page JA

feds on
nuclear
waste facility

B | _awsult accuses aeenc
fai1ling to hicense repository 1n

Nevada

By Jim Malewitz
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time Houston Largo
as a

States’ |

WWM.MIMBMIME)M about mmchmwﬂuhwi“hhe-

50 yards from the vehicle he had stopped, ~ Witt, New Mexico, a tiny,

sheriff’s officials said. He was flown to an ~ community in McKinley County. The area

Albuquerque hospital where he died. 's 5o remote, Francisco said, that some-
“He embodied what we ask for from our  times officers’ radio transmissions will fail.

officers right to the very end,” said Amber You'll look out and see a couple

Kanazbah Crotty, a lawmaker on the Na-
vajo Nation council. “The violence we are
seeing is showing our officers are not only
stretched thin, but they also are facing
challenges with the vastness of the area.”
The Navajo Nation covers 27,000
square miles in New Mexico, Arizona and
Utah where tribal officers patrol the rural
roads alone, Navajo Police Chief Phil-
lip Francisco said. That can leave them
without backup during a life-or-death situ-
ation, especially in circumstances where
the nearest fellow officer is more than an

hour away, he said.

Tribal jurisdictions across the West
often cover sweeping, remote areas that
are larger than some U.S. states, but with

far fewer police

“It’s just a fact of geography that creates
all sorts of challenges as far as policing
reservations,” said Tim Purdon, a former
U.S: attorney for North Dakota and part-
ner at the Minneapolis law firm Robins
Kaplan. “The issue here is both officer

safety and public safety.”

The FBI has released few details
stemming from its investigation into the
shooting, including what sparked it. But
Largo’s death has renewed focus on the
dangers that Indian Country’s remote
“landscapes can pose for officers both
within the Navajo Nation's chronically
understaffed police department and on
remote reservations from the Dakotas to

the Southwest.

In Montana, there are fewer than 20
Bureau of Indian Affairs officers to serve
the Fort Peck Indian Reservation, which
spans an area of the Great Plains twice
the size of Rhode Island. Tribal Chairman

Flovd Azure said

He called the situation “abysmal.”
saying the reservation is likely in need of
more than twice as many officers than it

has

A high volume of domestic violence
calls adds another layer of danger for of-
ficers on many reservations. Such calls are
statistically considered the most deadly

for police

More than half of Native American
women and nearly half of men surveyed

ST

SAN ANGELO
2nd person charged
with murder in death
of West Texas woman

Officials say a second
suspect has been arrested
on a murder charge after
the remains of a West Texas
woman were found buned
at a former speedway.

tom Green County jail
records show Ludonna
Gail Yoder was being held
Wednesday on $500,000
bond

Shenf! David Jones says
Naomi Miller was last seen
alive in 2005. Relatives re-
ported her missing in 2015
Her remains were located
March 8 at the ex-San
Angelo Speedway

Jones says Miller’s
husband. Robert Lamar
Miller 1]. was arrested
March 2 and accused of
Killing her at their home.
Yoder was arrested Tues-
day after investigators said
she provided a statement
saying she participated in
the slaying.

Autopsy results were
pending.

Investigators didn’t im-
mediately say how Yoder
knows Robert Miller. On-
line records didn’'t list an
attorney representing her.

HOUSTON
Texas chief:

road while en route to a domestic violence
call on the eastern edge of the United
argest American Indian reserva-
tion. The 27-year-old was found critically

Navajo officer’s death
dangers for tribal office

By Mary Hudetz
Associated Press/CJ Project

N.M. — The first

Xico

had a sus
“Owur o

those that

houses in different areas, but
so spread apart,” he said. “It can be over-
whelming when you drive through.

It remained unclear Wednesday whe
another officer also had been cal
same domestic violence dispute as Largo.

A woman who came up on the scene
used Largo’s radio to ca‘l‘r
county sheriff's office said, and the first
authorities to arrive found him with a bul-
let wound in the forehead.

It wasn't yet known how much time
elapsed between the shooting and when
emergency responders arrived.

The Navajo Times obtained a report
the sheriff's office, one of the law enforce-
ment agencies that initially responded to
the shooting, saying that when deputies
arrived, the driver of the pickup truck that

mmng wheel.

The driver provided information about
the suspect, and authorities found him hid-
ing on a ridge

The FBI has not commented on the re-
port or the suspect, except to say that they
t in custody Sunday.

rs put themselves in highly
volatile situations every day in addressing
domestic violence situations,” Navajo Na-
tion President Russell Begaye said earlier
this week in response to Largo’s death.

Last year, Begaye had asked U.S. House
members to increase the Interior Depart-
ment’s public safety for Indian
Country, as he testified
shortage on his reservation was to blame for
INCreasing response times to crimes.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs is re-
sponsible for providing law enforcement
on reservations that don’t have their own
police and ‘E'ﬂ\fi(:k‘i federal funding for

Largo had st
handcuffed t

On the Navajo Nation, there is roughly
one officer for every 1,000 residents. The
national average is double that rate.

Of the department’s officers, Largo — a
nearly five-year veteran of the force —
was an especially active and passionate
officer, the police chief said.

His funeral service is set for 1] a.m.
today in Rehoboth, New Mexico.

s
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to the

for help, the

from

on the county road was

how an officer

FROM WIRE REPORTS

fatalities.

Chief Samuel Pena
spoke Wednesdav at a me-
monal service for retired
Houston fire Capt. Wil-
liam Dowling, who died
last week of complications
from his injuries

Pena says Dowling's
death is an urgent reminder
that leaders must improve
on the “unacceptable™ loss
of firefighters’ lives.

Dowling responded in
May 2013 to a restaurant
fire that spread to an ad-
joining Southwest Inn.

The roof of the struc-
ture eventually collapsed.
trapping firefighters inside
Four were killed that day
and more than a dozen
injured.

A federal report later
said several factors con-
tributed to the deaths,
including commumcation
problems among emer-
gency personnel.

AUSTIN
‘Bathroom bill’ clears
Texas Senate

but still faces hurdles

The Texas Senate has
passed a North Carolina-
style “bathroom bill” that
targets transgender le,
but the still faces
big obstacles from becom-
ing law.

21-10 final vote

ATEBRIEFS

el e i —

. where he

— = — o

The hot-button issue
was a Senate priority. But
Republican House Speaker
Joe Straus has publicly and
repeatedly denounced the
proposal as bad for busi-
ness. He has stopped short
of declaring the bill dead
on armival but his opposi-
tion is significant.

Republican Gov. Greg Ab-
bott also hasn’t taken a clear
public stance on the bill.

e e m— = o o

AUSTIN

New pro-life proposals
in Texas get

early OK in Senate

New pro-life efforts in
Texas that would ban a com-
monly used second-trimes-
ter abortion and
prohibit fetal tissue donation
for research are close to

clearing the Senate.
The measures given pre-
liminary approval Wednes-

day are two of the most
minent anti-abortion
ills in Texas this year.
Republicans are pushing
eflorts say protect
fetuses, w comes after
the U.S. Supreme Court
struck down a major Texas
anti-abortion law last
summer that was sold as
women's health.
bans a proce-

Bleu College of Culinary
Arts in Dallas.

He had many interests and

aptain.. Charles

 loved sailing and spent much

of his time in Kemah, Texas,
spent many
hours on his 38-foot sailboat.

He is survived by his two
daughters, Kristen Priddy
and Joslyn Priddy, both of
California.

Charles is also survived by
his sister, Barbara Priddy
Clark and her husband, John,
of Dallas; twin brother,

Walter Priddy and his wife |

Kim, of Dallas;

SmHeoduwanhsof

Midland; and by many nie-

ces, nephews, great-nieces,
o Al o
ection.
CMEuis preceded in
death by his mother, Mary
Nell Priddy. father, Charles
Horne Priddy, Sr.; stepmoth-
er, Beth Priddy; brother, Bob

Priddy. and stepbrother, Rick
Henderson.

The family is especially
grateful to Yvonne
for her help ané
support of Charles during his
extended illness.

A private ceremony will be
held at a later date.

The family requests memo-
rials be directed to the First

Presbytenian Church of
Midland, Texas.

i

3

I

-

Jean mamied Harold L.
Comer on September. 16,
1955 and they had celebrated
61 years of marriage this last
September. She had been a
resident of Pampa for 60

years.
She was active in her
church, her children and

grandchildren’s school activi-

y will receive

friends from 5:30 p.m. - 7:00
p.m. on Friday, 17,
2017 at Carmichael-Whatley
Funeral Directors.

Sign the online guest
register at www.carmi-

. chael-whatley.com .

Death Notices
Bob Herell
Bob Herell, 93, of Mid-
land, Texas, passed awa
. March 14, 2017
Memorial services will be
m., Saturday,
March 18, 2017 at Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Chapel in
Midland.

Survivors include daugh-

ters, Janice Kay Thompson
and Dana Lee Kiser.
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.Odena. Texas,

ody Brooks Prather, 27
of Midland, Texas, passed
;gn; on Friday, March 10,

I

Viewing will be at Nalley-
Pickle Welch Funeral
Home from 8:00 am. - 9:00
m. on Friday, March 17,

17.

Funeral services will be at
1:00 p.m. at Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Chapel on Saturday,
March 18, 2017. Interment
will follow at Serenity
Memorial Gardens.

Cody is survived by his
father, Kevin Prather; moth-
er, Karen Kull; and by one

brother.
Gwendolyn Joyce
Paige

Gwendolyn Joyce Paige,
60, of Midland, Texas,
sed away on Sunday,

arch 12, 2017.

She is survived by her two
daughters, Keysha Marie
Paige and LaToya L. Paige.
three brothers: one sister.

Services are pending with
American Heritage Cemetery
/Funeral Home /Crematory.
4100 N. FM-1788, Midland,

Texas, 79707.

John Bochniak, Jr.
John Bochniak, Jr., 67, of
passed away
on Saturday, March 4, 2017.

He is survived by his wife,
Laura "Susie” iak; son,
Timothy Scott; and by one
sister.

A memorial service will be
held on Saturday, March 18,
2017 at Bethel Assembly of
God (Odessa) at 10:00 am.
followed by a luncheon at
12:00 p.m.

SR
Lonnis Ray "Mac"
McCollum

Maria Salgado, of Mid-
land, Texas, passed away on
March 14, 2017

Funeral services will be

held at 11:00 a.m. on Friday,
March 17, 2017 at Hosanna
Church in Stanton, Texas.
Burial will be held at St
Joseph's Catholic Cemetery
immediately following the
services.
Maria is survived by her
husband, Felix Salgado, Sr.;
daughter, Mary Jane Wagner,
sons, Felix Salgado, Jr. and
Billy Joe Salgado; and by
five sisters and six brothers.
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KFDA-TV via AP

This frame grab from video supplied by KFDA-TV shows investigators looking over the broken fuselage of an Air Force plane Wednesday in Clovis. N M The Air Force
says three service members were killed when the single-engine reconnaissance and surveillance plane crashed in eastern New Mexico auring a training flight

Associated Press

Three service members assigned
l0 a special operations unit were
killed after a single-engine recon-
naissance and surveillance plane
crashed in eastern New Mexico

during a training flight, the Air

Force said.

Officials at Cannon Air Force

Base said the U-28A crashed
Tuesday night in a field about a
quarter mile east of Clovis Munici-
pal Airport, about 3 miles east of
Cannon. The plane was assigned

to Cannon.

The identities of the victims will
be withheld until 24 hours after
the families are notified, Cannon
officials said in a statement.

The cause of the crash is under
investigation, and base commander
Col. Ben Maitre said during a
news conference Wednesday that
it would be premature to speculate.
He said there was no indication of
any problems with the plane be-
fore the crash, and weather reports
for the area suggested clear skies

“Right now, we're working to
secure all of the data from the
wreckage and the documentation
that went into the preparation and
conduct of that sortie.,” Maitre
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OKLAHOMA

2 small earthquakes
recorded in northern

region by USGS

PAWNEE — The U S
Geological Survey reports
two small earthquakes in
northern Oklahoma.

A 3.2 magnitude quake
was recorded Wednes-
day near Pawnee, about
70 miles northeast of
Oklahoma City and 2 3.0
magnitude quake was
recorded near Watonga.,
about 50 miles northwest
of Oklahoma Cirty

No injuries or damage
are reported and geologists
say damage is not likely in
earthquakes below magni-
tude 4.0

Thousands of earth-
quakes have been recorded
in Oklahoma in recent
years, and many have been
linked to the underground
injection of wastewater
from oil and natural gas
operations.

Regulators have directed
o1l and natural gas produc-
ers to close some disposal
wells or reduce the volume
of fluids they inject.

OKLAHOMA

Historic building
to be demolished

after quake

CUSHING — Officials
have decided to demolish a
nearly ce -old building
in Cushin its front
facade collapsed this week.
about four months after it

said

Special (

-

The 1920s Cushing
Lion’s Den was damaged
but remained standing after
the 5.0 earthquake hit a
few miles outside Cushing
and damaged some of the
city 's downtown area in
November, the Stillwater
News Press reported

T'he buitlding's side brick
veneer began to bulge and
peel away shortly after the
quake, and most of it was
later removed. Lions Club
president Lou Griffin said
the club hasn’t occupred
the building since No-
vember after a structural
engineer warned it wasn 't
safe.

“We had some engineers
(say) it could be saved, and
we had others who said
they wouldn’t re-enter it.”
Griffin said.

Club members salvaged
plaques, photos and a large
statue of a lion that repre-
sent their club history

But after the building 's
front facade collapsed on
Tuesday, its demolition
fate was sealed.

Griffin said she wasn't
surprised by the collapse
because she noticed the
building looked like it had
shifted since the earth-
quake. Griffin said she
believes the earthquake.

a series of smaller quakes
and recent strong winds
played a role in the col-
lapse.

The Lions Club aims to
take down the building as
soon as possible to keep
residents safe and prevent
further damage. The club
lacks funding but is hoping
to demolish the building
for a low price

Investigators also are reviewing
maintenance records for the plane

Maitre described the U-28A
as reliable, saying that type of
aircraft 1s used thousands of hours
a year and that crew members fly
hundreds of hours annually to
maintain their proficiency with the
plane and its systems

Capt. Brandon Baccam. chief
spokesman for the wing. said the
crew was assigned to the 318th
Jperations Squadron, part
of the 27th Special Operations
Wing based a Cannon.

The wing's units use sev-
eral types of aircraft to perform
missions that include personnel time
transport, combat support, aerial
refueling of helicopters, close air
support and drone operations

Officials said use of the Clovis
airport was part of the training

e SIS —— = - — —

Cannon Air Force Base col. Ben Maitre

mission, but additional informa
tion on the mission and circum
stances of the crash itself were not
immediately available

The crash caused a fire that was
extinguished by local firefighters
officials said

I'wo large pieces of the aircraft
including the tail section, were [
visible Wednesday moming at the

crash scene

Maitre saxd

NEW MEXICO

State police
search Roswell
victim's home again

ROSWELI Au-
thorities have conducted a
second search of a home
belonging to a missing
woman who was found
dead alongside a highway
in eastern New Mexico

'he Roswell Daily Re-
cord reported Maria Elena
Itlton Aragon of Roswell
was found dead on the side
of U.S. 285 on March 6
State police searched her
home the following day
and again Tuesday

I'he victim's husband
Castulo Aragon Jr., says

police returned to the home

to see if they missed some
thing the first time.

Police are investigating
the 4Y-year-old woman's
death as a homicide

Police say Castulo
\ragon reported his wife
missing the night before
her body was found.

Castulo Aragon says he
last heard from her when
she sent im a text mes-
sage saying she was walk.
ing, but she never retumed.

‘We are deeply saddened by this
loss within our Air Commando
family,” Maitre said. “Our sympa-
thies are with the loved ones and
friends affected by this tragedy.
and our team is focused on sup-
porting them during this difficult

Cannon has about 5. 800 military
personnel and civilian employees
It has been several years since

the base has had a fatal crash

I'he last deadly
ng a |
2012 as the plane was returmning
from an intelligence. surveillance
and reconnaissance mission for the
war in Afghanistan. Four airmen

J service men Killed in military plane crash in New Mexico

By Paul Davenport and CC
Susan Montoya Bryan

e are deep/y mddenc’d b_y this loss within our Air
Commando family. Our sympathies are with the
loved ones and friends affected by this tragedy, and our team

is focused on supporting them during this difficult time.’

»

crash imvols
28A occurred in Afnica in

were k iled

An Air Force fact sheet says the
28A 1s used for tactical airborne
intethgence, surveillance and
reconnaissance in support of spe
cial operations forces. The plane
typically has a four-member crew
of two pilots, a combat systems of
ficer and a tactical systems officer
According to the fact sheet. the
U-28A “evolved from commer

crally avarlable aircraft that were

purchased and then modified with
commumcanons gear, airrcratt
survivabiiity equipment

slectro

| ?"‘-*‘l sensors. and advanced

naviganon systems

6-month-old dies after

sitter couldn’t reach 911

1\\; T _rh”'{.-”!' J‘}-"r' r e

DALLAS — Dallas
public safety ofhcials are
pressing [-Mobile for
solutions following the
death of a 6-month-old boy
whose baby sitter couldn '
reach Y11 operators

I'he city said in a state
ment that the 911 call cen
ler was jammed with calls
Saturday evening because
of an ongoing 1ssue with
[-Mobile. Dallas television
station WFAA reported
that when T-Mobile cus
tomers call 911, ghost calls
are created that jam the
system and operators end
up putting callers on hold
AS Iht‘f‘u iy o catch up

I'he bov's mother. Bndg
et Alex, told the staton
that she was at her sister '«
home when her baby sitter
frantically called her, say
ing her 6-month-old son
had fallen from a dav bed
and was unconscious. he
baby sitter said she called
911 three tmes but kept
beng placed on hold

Alex sand she sped home
and took her son to a
hospital

“I yjumped 1n the car with

mm, and | just kept Kiss
ing his hips. He was still
warm. | jusi kept saving
Brandon, please wake up
Please wake up. " she 10ld
the station

| he babyv was transferred
1O another hospital. where
he ded without regaining
CONSCIOUSNESS

The city 1ssued a state
ment Tuesday saving Dal
las police found no imme
diate evidence connecting
the death to the ghost-call
Issue. but conhirmed the
caller was using T-Mobile
service when trving to call
Y11 on Saturday evening

LIt Manager | (
Broadnax said he spoke
with 1-Mobile CEO John
| CRCIC ind that Legere
1"*'1‘1‘}11%1 O send s op
engineers 1o Dallas on
Wednesday 1o widress the
oroblem. [-Mobile spokes

yoman Stacev IhiNuzzo
said she had no additvonal
datement from the com
Danh

This 18 an unacceptable

sttuation and the cinzens
v I};IHIIH Jeserve et
Broadnax said. adding that
ne was hopetul the 1ssue
could be hixed
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A new road in Midiand will soon
provide rehef for nearby residents and
allow runners and bicyclists 10 enjoy
three miles of continuous trails in
southwes! Midiand

City officials will hoid a ribbon cut-
tng for the extension of Beal Parkway
at 10 am Tuesday near the street’s
ntersection with Leisure Drive. The
new portion of road extends from
Letsure Drive 10 the intersection of
ilinois Avenue and Thomason Drive,
which will reduce nesghborhood traffic
associated with new developments in
3 residental area

Engineers designed the project
o be pedestrian- and bike-fnendly to
connect portions of an existing hike/
bike trail system, which created three
continuous miles of trail between Beal
Park and Lancaster Park

The total cost of construction for
this project was about $1.2 million
Maverick Engineering assisted
with the design of the project and
construchon was completed by Jones
Brothers Dirt & Paving

Source Uity of Midiand

MPD receives
reports of scam

Midiand Police Depariment has
received reports about a scam Involy-
ng someone posing as an employee
of the Transportation Security Admin-
stration in order 10 persuade people

Port by the TSA with a large amount of

cash in s or her possession The caller

then asks for money 10 Nay a tax on

the cash n order for the lamily member

‘0 be released. according 10 a press

elease from the city Another person
acting as the distant family member
- then gets on the phone

The phone number is usually from |

Mexico. and the caller requests that
the money 1o be sent 1o Mexico

Mitand residents who are uncertan |

whether a request for money s valid are
encouraged 1o call MPD at 585-7108

Source. City of Midiand

10 vieh Midiand

J S Rep Beto ORourke. a Demo- |

rat from £ Paso w# be in Midiand
r Saturday '0 mee! with residents
according o Dawd Rosen, chairman
f the Midland Democratic Party
' Rourke wl be at Grub Bun;ef
nop 250 and Midiand Drive. begin
ngn wt 5:30 p.m

Lottery

Pick 3 morning: 4-9-5

Dally 4 night: 1.3-5-6

Cash Five: 2-3.5.23-32

Lotto Texas: 4-11-19-27-32-46

Powerball: 16-30-41-48.53 PB 16
e ﬂia-', L

Texas Triple Chance: 2-3-7-13
311-44-48-51-54.55

All or Nothing morning: 1-2-6-9
10-11-13-16-19-21-22-23

All or Nothing day: 3-4-7-8-8-10
11-13-18-19-21-23

All or Nothing evening: 1-3-5-6
79-10-13.14-16-22-24

All or Nothing night: 4-5-8-9-11
12-15-18-21-22-23-24

Today in history

~ Today s Thursday, March 16, the
7oth day of 2017 Theare are 290 days
oft in the year

On this date:

In 1926, rocke! SCIeNCce ploneer
Hobert H (oddard successfully
‘ested the first hquid-fueled rocket
at his Aunt Effe’s farm in Auburmn
Massachusefts

in 1935, Adolf Hitler decided fo
Dréak the military terms set by the
Treaty of Versaifles by ordering the
rearming of Germany

In 1968, during the Vietnam War
the My La: Massacre of Vietnamese

roops. estimates of the death ol
vary between 347 and 504

in 1974, the Grand Ole Opry
House opened n Nashville with a
concert attended by President Rich-
ard Nixon and his wile, Pat

in 1987 Massachusetts Gov. Michael
Oukalos announced his candidacy r
the Democratic presidential nomination

civillans was camied out by US Army |
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“We're going to win. We're go-

e

US. hi

ing to keep our citizens safe,” the In Maryland, attorneys told a
president said at a rally in Nash- federal judge that the measure still
ville. “The danger is clear. The law  discriminates against Muslims

| 1s clear. The need for my executive Government attorneys argued
order is clear.” that the ban was revised substan-
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story. He received his law
degree from Harvard in 1991.

Federal judge in Hawaii puts

Associated Press

WACO — A former soldier

has been accused of making threats to go

on a shooting rampage at Fort

A federal grand jury on Tuesday in-

- dicted Thomas Anthony Chestnut on one
count of using interstate communications
to threaten injury. The 28-year-old man is

jailed without bond pending a

detention hearing. If convicted, he faces
up to five years in federal prison.

= e — —

A message left with his attorney
Wednesday was not returned.

from Texas

Hood.

March 22

Court records show Chestnut called
Fort Hood saying he’s an ex-soldier
wrongly accused of a crime. Chestnut said
he would shoot soldiers at the post if he
didn’t receive back pay.

In 2009, 13 people were killed and
31 others wounded in a shooting at Fort
Hood. Nidal Hasan, a former U.S. Army
major, was convicted and sentenced to
death in that shooting.

LY

‘r - e 2 i - [ -
- -
1 . -
. E
— r w ¥

1S a2 sham and false””

Eﬁcﬂ-ﬂsLoldier accuse‘d-of threatening
Fort Hood shooting rampage
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From staff reports

A Midland man was
arrested Tuesday after he
allegedly
sexually
assaulted
a child,
according
{0 court
docu-
ments.

Luis
Angel
Cepeda, Cepeda

19, was

being held Wednesday on
a $10,000 bond for a state
jail felony ¢ of theft
Or more

of property $2.°

From 1A

M;l; charged
with sexual assault

—

but less than $30,000. He
was also facing a second-
degree felony charge of
sexual assault of a child,
and bond for that charge
had not been set.

A Midland Police
Department detective

could face up to 20 years
imprisonment for the
second-degree felony
charge and up to two years
imprisonment for the state
jail felony charge.

phone,” said Rep. Harold
Dutton Jr., a Houston

crashes and save lives.” Democrat, who noted law
“I have continued to enforcement may not be
fight for this legislation able to distinguish between
because | could not in someone who is texting or
good conscience i using GPS.
this life-threatening safety In response, Craddick
issue as Texans continue said that lJaw enforcement
to die in car crashes while  have said they can con-
other drivers threaten lives  sistently tell if people are
as giey exchange messages  texting.
— in Facebook, upload a Rep. Eric Johnson, D-
Tim Flschéreporter-Telegram to Instagram, or check and Dalg tacked an amend-
' Michael Hochman, owner of Luigi's, is showing appreciation for nurses by giving them gift certifi- read email or texts,” he ment onto the bill that
. cates 10 his talian restaurant. He plans to also present certificates to teachers and first responders. | said. “I am confident this says police officers cannot
3 statewide law will help to  arrest people for texting
. Lm s prevent crashes, injuries while driving.
5 and tragic deaths.” The National Highway
From 1A About three dozen Traffic Safety Administra-
e : “A lot of responses have  tion established the Patsy Texas cities already have a  tion estimates that every
When Hochman shared been great,” Delgado said. ~ Hochman, R.N., Nursing texting-and-driving ban in  day in the United States,
the concept with restaurant 1 hey feel a lot of emo- Scholarship Endowment place. Cities would still be  more than eight people
| workers, many were on tion, especially nurses v.:!m Fund. The program is open | allowed to implement ordi-  are killed in crashes that
haond have worked with Patsy. lo nurses in various degree | nances that are stricter than  involve a distracted driver.
‘We thought it would be Patsy Hochman, Mi- programs and requires them | the proposed state law. Craddick noted Wednes-
an exceptional idea,” said chael’s wife, was killed to work for the hospital for In a tweet, House Speaker  day that more and more
julian Delgado, assistant ~ “hen & driver struck her  two years afler gradustion, | Joe Strmus fasallivs lose loved cnss
senoral manager. “He car in 2008. After the according to the fmm. C raddick on at he called  to distracted driving and
wers sy .. SRS tragedy, Luigi’s adopted a Hochman said he's COMMON-sense | no Texas laws target the
hougls Gt e o Sl two-drink alcohol limitto  grateful for support from | of the bill offense.
200d thing 10 do. My mom  STCOurage safe driving. foundation contributors raised concerns about how “That’s the sad part be-
g nurf- s s gy “A few people don’t like  and others in the com- a police officer could tell cause those families have
l Im* 'l‘hchi ' e that,” Hochman said. “Af- munity. As he prepares to that a person was texting, somehow been affected
a | y don { get a ot ter they read why we do distribute more certificates | especially because the by some type of accident
ol appreciation _ that, they're understanding. throughout Midland, he legislation said officers or death that's happened
Delgado said staff mem-  Maybe when they go to wants the gesture to inspire | could not take and inspect  because of no texting while
bers talk to nurses who another restaurant and have  others to do good deeds. the . driving (ban),” Craddick
redeem their certificates drinks. thcy don’t £0 oul “We're tel ing them we “1 find 1t absolutel said.
He said some previously and put others at risk.” appreciate them,” Hoch- incredulou> except for Su-
visited the restaurant but A contribution to the man said. “We're planting | perman, who can tel! what The Reporter-Telegram
others are new customers Midland Memorial Founda- the seed.” you are doing on your contributed to this report.
From IA ___ billions of dollars to fund a waste di!tﬁsed of contaminated tools, iawsuit, “therefore, we don't know
_ repository — including $815 mil-  building materials and ’ if it will have an impact on our
~ Though the nuclear energy lion collected from Texans. With clothing, among other , from ject or not.”
industry insists that temporary interest, Texans have contributed shuttered reactors and hospitals. he added: “WCS has always
:ra:::ﬂl::]s In dry—c_a::::rrf Im !;f :;merg?démn mml:llinm' Perry’s final - and : :ﬂh\.
concrete — is safe and environ- A 2013 federal court years in d&! Over the objec- m&h storage h.;.-yh
- mentally sound, it has long agreed  ruling halted the jons, and the needed as part of an
- that sealing the waste in geologic fund now has an unspent balance of
formations deep underground $40 billion, to Paxton’s
boosts protection against terrorist lawsuit, which opens with a com-
~ attacks and natural disasters, such  ment from Perry during his confir-
| as the ¢ and tsunami that  mation hearing as energy secretary:
rocked Japan's Fukushima Daiichi “My hope of this committee and
nuclear power station in 201 1. administration is that we, finally
in:t:n n::e than 20 quhﬂ' f&nﬁu 35 years of kicking the :
saw Yucca n.as whatever reason, we can
solution, and the federal govern- ... moving to or
ment spent tens of millions of siting ofmulild mpu'm!-
not im-

dollars
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say blended intelligence gather-
ing with old-fashioned financial
greed, the four men the
t]nsﬂlmd :xl

.S. government officials, Rus-
sian journalists and employees
of financial services and other
m[l'l‘m businesses, U.S. officials

Unn; in some cases a tech-
nique known as “spear-phishing”

4
card and credit card numbers,
prosecutors said.

“We will not allow individuals,
groups, nation states or a com-

ity of our coun-
try,” said Mary McCord, acting
assistant attorney general and the
head of the Justice Department’s
national security division.

One of the defendants, a Cana-
dian and Kazakh national named
Karim Baratov, has been taken
into custody in Canada. Another,
Alexsey Belan, is on the list of
the FBI's most wanted cyber
criminals and has been indicted
multiple times in the U.S. It’s not
clear whether he or the other two
defendants, Dmitry Dokuchaev
and Igor Sushchin, will ever step
foot in an American courtroom
because there's no extradition
treaty with Russia.

“I hope they will respect our
criminal justice system,” McCord
said.

The indictment identifies Do-
kuchaev and Sushchin as officers
of the Russian Federal Security
Service, or FSB. Belan and Bara-
tov were paid hackers who were
directed by the FSB to break into
the accounts, utors said

Dokuchaev has been in cus-
tody in Russia since his arrest
on treason charges in December,
along with his superior and sev-

WEB LIQUORS & WINE

L | W

Russian agens, hackers

eral others. Russian media have
reported that Dokuchaev and his
superior were accused of passing
sensitive information to the CIA
The media reports also have
contended that Dokuchaev was
arrested by the FSB several years
ago and offered a choice: serve a
long prison sentence on hack-
Ing charges or sign a contract to
work for the agency

The FSB hasn’t commented

Yahoo didn’t disclose the

on Wednesday. The Justice
services, for a mega data breach at Yahoo.

FLUHNC

UG

Susan Waish/Associated FPress

McCord, left, accompanied by U.S. Attorney for the Northern District Brian
, Speaks during a news conference at the Justice Department in
announced charges against four defendants, including two officers

do they should have” she said.
| mmm a suspicious email,
not their computer’s program or not
to thermostats o automo-
oneself from cyber
she said. And consumers may feel
under attack from the of hackers — whether
it's commercial hackers who steal personal information 10
wmmmmmﬂ
who are looking to make political points.

.d;rhopodnmi.Mmmwucmdo.'Hyan

She offered three suggestions:

® Use strong passwords, of at least 10 characters

® Keep your operating system updated, your browser
updated, your smartphone systems updated

® Be t of what you're clicking on. In other
words, “don't click "

As Ryan put it, “You are a human firewall "

By Mella McEwen
mmoewen @mrrt.com

The
from televisions to
biles are connected — makes
theft more

breach until last September when
it began notifying hundreds of
milhons of users that their emai!
addresses, birth dates, answers
to security gquestions and other
personal information may have
been stolen. Three months later,
Yahoo revealed it had uncovered
a separate hack in 2013 affecting
about | billion accounts, includ- Cord said
ing some that were also hit in Paul Abbate, an FBI execu
2014, tive assistant director, said the
U.S. officials said it was es- bureau had had only “limited

pecially galling that the scheme
involved officers from a Russian
counterespionage service that
theoretically should be work-
ing collaboratively with its FBI
counterparts

“Rather than do that type
of work, they actually turned
against that type of work,” M

an educated workforce. The Chamber's State of Education
luncheon is designed to facilitate meaningful discourse on
the topic and inform the business community about pressing
ssues faced by today’s educators

This vear’s luncheon features:

Interkn&perinfendmt
Midland Independent School District

1)
RiCK A

President
Midland Independent School District Board

yusan Spratien - Mode!
Vice President
Pioneer Natural Resources
&
Chair-Flect
Midland Chamber of Commerce

The Midland Chamber of Commerce recognizes the value of

H

charged in massive Yahoo breach

ion with that element
of the Russian government in
the past,” noting that prior U.S
demands to turn over Belan had
been ignored.

Though the Justice Department
has previously charged Russian
hackers with cybercrime — as
well as hackers sponsored by the
Chinese and Iraman governments
— this 1s the first criminal case
to implicate the Russian govern-
ment so directly in cybercrime
and to name as defendants sitting
members of the FSB for hacking
charges.

The announcement comes as
federal authorities investigate
Russian interference through
hacking in the 2016 U S
presidential election. One of the
defendants, Belan, was among
the Russians sanctioned iast yeas
following those campaign hack
ing efforts; though U.S. officials
said the investigations were
separate

The indictment, which
includes charges of economic
espionage, trade secret theft and
unauthorized access to protected
compulers, anse from a « Ompro
mise of Yzhoo user accounts that
began at least as early as 2014

The Justice Department’s as
sertion that the FSB was direct
ing the hacking hikely provides
significant political and legal
cover for Yahoo, which saw its
multibiihon-dollar deal with
verizon teeter after it was forced
10 warn consumers that their
private information might have
Dpeen exposed

Companies are far more likely
1o be blamed for secunty incom
petence, with all the attending
legal and PR exposure, when then
networks are compromised by
thieves or wayward teenagers than
wvhen they become the targets of
sophisticated espionage camed
out by foreign governments

In a statement, Chnis Madsen
Yahoo's assistant general counse!
and head of global secunty
thanked law enforcement JdECN
cres for their work

"We re committed 1o keeping
our users and our platforms se
cure and will continue
with law enforcement to combat
cybercrnime, he said

RKich Mogull, CEO of the
security fiirm Securosis, sad
the indictment “shows the ties
between the Russian secunty
service and basically the cnmina
underground, something that
had been “discussed in secunty
circles for years

L]
L) CINYard

March 21, 2017

Doors open at 11 am,
LUACh S(:T'ftd
wnbil 11:30 am

Widland Counbu Horseshoe
Areno £ J&ull{)n
2514 Arena Trail
Widland, TX 78%01

Lickets and sponsorships
are available now

Tickets;
$60/ Non-Members

FOI more intormation.
call us at:

432.683.33081




Politicai

must be fought with other ideas
rather than fists

wo weeks ago, political scientist
Charles Murray of the American
Enterprise institute went to speak
at Middlebury College. There, he was
quickly surrounded by protesters chanting:
“Racist, sexist, anti-gay. Charles Murray,

go away!"” On his way out of the venue, riot caused by one of my speeches. When

a violent throng surrounded him and his a fellow guest on CNN's HLN grabbed
security, as well as a university professor. ™€ by the back of the neck on national

Shccmkdupjnaneck brace. The same Emmmls.mmm
week, supporters of President Trump held ~ celebrated. In Berkeley, we saw Antifa
a rally in Berkeley, California, and anti- rioters run roughshod through the town

Trump protesters threw smoke bombs and  in honor of an upcoming visit by provo-
began punching people. cateur Milo Yiannopoulos. During the :

This sort of political violence is becom-  presidential campaign, we saw a Trump Not all ideas are created equal. Some
ing more and more common around the event in Chicago shut down by leftists are terrible and should be dismissed. But

country. I've personally been smuggled who were intent on causing havoc, and we  that’s not the same thing as
onto and off the California State Univer- saw Trump supporters beaten in the streets  or treating them with violence. In

SHAPIRO

Creators Syndicate

Mll-dl.,«u—‘lﬂ-,-lm«-l“““.’"l”ﬁ .

ranny

in the name of freedom
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ing ideas

that ideas must be fought with fists rather

sity, Los Angeles campus during a near- in San Jose. Meanwhile, we saw Trump the irony of those who claim to be doing than other ideas.

GUEST VIEW

Showing compassion
toward immigrants

1s a smart policy
The Monitor

e want to commend McAllen Mayor Jim Darling for his
WL‘Iarif}lng statements regarding the city’s status, specifi-
cally pointing out that McAllen is not a sanctuary city
and should not be subject to any penalties if one of Gov. Greg Ab-
bott’s legislative priorities should become law.
Darling apparently felt compelled to point out McAllen's status
because of the international attention that is being received for
. the great work of the Humanitarian Relief Center at Sacred Heart,
which is located in downtown McAllen
With the help of both city and county officsals, this way station
for immigrants seeking refugee status in our country has rightfully °
become a symbol of the community’s compassion. But, as Darling
has pointed out. such actions come with critics who question why
the city would help people who have entered this country illegally?
While we believe showing compassion is answer enough, we ap-
preciate the efforts being made by Darling and other city officials
to clarify the city 's actions
First, as the lawyer in Darling has pointed out, the aid that is be-
ing provided to these immigrants is being provided to immigrants
who have been processed by the U.S. Border Patrol and released
into the community
50 while they may have entered into this country illegally, U S.
law provides for people seeking refugee status — the types of
people that routinely are being released at the downtown McAllen
bus station — to get a judicial hearing before being allowed to stay
or being deported
As such. these immigrants temporarily have the federal govern-
ment s legal permission to stay in the country pending an immigra-
tlon court hearing
But beyond the legalities, there are practicalities that McAllen
city officials have demonstrated, the key being that by helping
these immigrants get on their way to relatives in other parts of the
country. local officials are circumventing potential problems of
homelessness or even criminal probleras as hundreds of people are
dumped by the Border Patrol onto our city streets, essentially to
fend for themselves
The beauty of this tactic is that a private nonprofit, Catholic
Charities of the Rio Grande Valley, through Sacred Heart Church,
1s providing the bulk of this relief and absorbing the bulk of the
expense — and not McAllen taxpayers
Therein lies the brilliance of the Darling strategy in aiding these
immigrants and the flaw in the legislation being sought by Gov
\ bbott
Abbott seeks to abolish the notion of sanctuary cities or sanctu
ary college campuses and make clear that local officials should
cooperate with federal immigration authorities — or face punitive
measures in the form of state funding being removed
As McAllen Police Chief Victor Rodriguez also recently made
Clear: his agency already cooperates with federal immigration
authorities without acting as deputies of these federal authorities
which 1s a clear violation of the law
It's a fine line that can only be observed through smart policing
It's the notion, as Rodriguez pointed out, that if local police leam
that a person is in this country illegally in the course of investigat-
ing and upholding state and local regulations, they will alert federal
authonties
But that does not mean that local law enforcement will and is
even allowed to be surrogates for federal law enforcement in deter-
MININE a person s immigration status
In short, the fact that Mayor Darling and Chief Rodriguez feel
compelled to clanfy that McAllen is not a sanctuary city despite
the compassion it shows immigrants in our midst demonstrates that
entities can adopt smart policies as it relates to immigrants — and
not need heavy-handed dictums from the state
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Honesty needed on immigration

Wamrd.' A president who will be hon- R EN
est about the fact that he is deporting N
housekeepers, gardeners, nannies and AVARRETTE

farmworkers who, while in the country without the Washington Post Writers Group

proper documents, are non-criminals who pose no
threat to anyone.

| want a president who has the character to take ::::sﬁt:“m: :;om t:;:] Obama hyp:igts
responsibility for his actions. And if that means fumed and asked: Who wml)trl be so cruel as to
deporting people who are in the country illegally separate families”

- even if they're harmless, productive and benefi- You mean, besides the Democratic president vou
cial to society — then | want him to own it, admit voted for rw;cc" Ohlma didn’t break ;efm“e);
o ll't and not try to spin it. , at the border. He let them get settled in the interior

m looking for a president who — instead of first. Then he broke them up

pretending he’s a better person than he actually , _ |

s by claiming that he is only removing “gang- T T (NN & Shytwmay Syt
bangers” and “bad hombres™ — says: “It's true. | S50 B broken b asked: wﬂ:" ‘ﬂl"
deport the people who pick your fruit and care for pod- - preys on g - 11::“
your kids, the sorts of non-criminals who don't psyc seii-esteem :

harm anybody. They 're here illegally, and I'm voiceless? The powerless”” To Trumip supporters.

: T he said: “All of you should be ashamed. and. if
enforcing the law. Deal with it. | y : | i
| cm'l‘lakc any more sanctimony, lying and there is a hell, df“’ will be a special spot waiting
phoniness. Everyone creates their own reality fgf"rt?)'pny of YmTE'f ended his note by imploring:
m ::lld:;?:::: anyone who disagrees with AWI"EF'F’M Bhand il it
Whether President Obama was deporting Obama administration, declared the Trump team
Dreamers while claiming he wasn’t, or remov- corrupt, cruel, racist and as they say in Spanish

ing tamale vendors who lacked sales permits, or sinverguenzas (shameless).” Then he added: “1
dumping the U.S.-born children of deportees into  Farely say hate, but | HATE this administration
foster care, or sticking Central American refugees which he called a freak show full of “heartless
— mainly women and children — into detention demagogues ushering in a horribly dark chapter in

facilities without access to legal counsel. he was our history.” ‘

horrendous on immigration. tle all this was But my favorite response was from Thomas
happening, most of his su didn’t seem to Perez, the former Labor Secretary and newly elect-
care. To this day, they still believe the revision- ed chair of the Democratic National Committee.

ist propaganda that only hardened criminals were ~ When a young girl was apprehended after reveal-
removed. Only one thing says otherwise: memory.  Ing that she was undocumented, Perez tweeted:

The Republicans are no better. Even after “She was arrested after speaking to the media, and
Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly signed ~ now she will be deported without a hearing. This
memos essentially declaring that anyone in the s not America.”
country illegally was fair game to be deported. To which, | would respond:

Trump supporters were still claiming that house- “Dear Mr. Perez, someone hasn’t been paying
keepers, gardeners and other domestic workers attention. You're a fraud and a partisan hack. I'm
will be safe. Really? Based on what evidence” sorry that recent events in Trump Land have awak-

And here’s the really galling part: Many of those ened you from your slumber. But, this is America
biindly loyal Democrats who always gave Obama  and — for the last eight years — it has been
a pass while he was shipping immigrants out of America. Under the administration that
the country faster than x, and are still giving  you served — including, ironically, a stint as the

him a pass by rewriting history, have rediscovered  assistant attorney general for civil rights — this

their liberal . And they know just where to  kind of horror story played out nearly 3 million
aim it — at President Trump and his administra- times. That’s not on . That's on you.”
tion. It’s on all of you. For everyone who stayed quiet

After Kelly confirmed that he was considering a  for the last eight

years, why don’t you stick with
plan to separate women and children who illegally  that approach?

Buliding. Sen- Locai office address & Desta Drve_ Surte

ate Office Washinglon, D.C. 205104302 2000, Midland, TX 79705
SENATORS m:'m Phone: 687-2380

Fax: 6870271
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he also met with auto company
executives and workers.
“This is going to be a new
era for American jobs and job
creation,” Trump said at a round-
table at the American
Center for
i, e,
a cars
ks requiring a fleet-wide
am'eof%mmml -world

mm:y:dacinm.whihhw-
ing no immediate effect, requires
thﬁnvimmmlhmﬂon
A.l-cywdmmhewlnu
2018 whether the
appropriate. If the EPA
are
determines they are not
ate, the agency will

"Ry iminersion il v

lr} hllmg regulations, to Iower
the job-crushing taxes and to
ensure a level playing field for all
American companies and work-
ers, Trump said at the center,
which produced B-24 bombers
during World War Il and is being
converted into an automotive
testing and product development
facility

Trump’s announcement is ex-
pected to set the stage for weaker
fuel efficiency standards as well
as drawn-out legal battles with
environmental groups and states
such as California that adopted
their own tough tailpipe stan-
dards for drivers.

“These standards are costly for
automakers and the Amencan
people,” said EPA Administra-
tor Pruitt. He promised a
“thorough review” that will “help
ensure national program is
good for consumers and good for
the environment

California Gov. Jerry Brown
accused Trump and Pruitt of
trying to weaken auto-emission
standards in what he called “an
unconscionable gift to polluters.”

Brown and New York Attorney
General Eric Schneiderman an-
nounced their states are interven-
ing m a lawsuit challenging the
EPA rule. New York is among
more than a dozen, mostly
Northeastern states that have

= a—— _— S - i e S

hﬁﬂﬁﬂlm wlnu,

Evan VuccVAssociatec Press

President Donald Trump tours the American Center of Mobility on Wednesday in Ypsilanti Township. Mich. From left are, EPA Adm inistrator Scott Prumt Michigar

Gov. Rick Snyder, GM CEOQ Mary Barra, and Trump

adopted California standards.
The Alliance of Automobile
Manufacturers — which repre-
sents a dozen major car manufac-
turers including General Motors.
Ford, Fiat Chrysler and Toyota
— praised Trump's action. It said
he was creating an opportunity

plete a midterm evaluation by
2018. But seven days before
Obama left office, the EPA
decided to keep the stringent re-
quirements it had set in place for
model years 2022 to 2025. The
industry balked at the decision,
insisting it was rushed through to

can auto industry 1s over,” he
declared

Although the administration
has not said explicitly it wants to
weaken the standards, a senior
White House official said the
Obama-era EPA had ignored

irump campaigned
eliminating “job kithng' regula
tions. and the administration |
expected to take additional \tep:
in the coming days to roll back
environmental regulations

Rhea Suh prr-u!vnt of the

for federal and state officials to
“reach a thoughtful and coordi-
nated outcome predicated on the
best and most current data.”

Environmental groups said
Trump and his team appeared
Intent on easing gas-mileage new standards in 2018
requirements set by Obama.

“If they succeed we'll pay
more at the pump, depend more
on oil from bad countries, drive
up the trade deficit and pollute
said Dan
Becker, director of the Safe Cli-

our kKids' atmosphere,”

mate Campaign.

As a practical matter, Trump's
announcement will target the
Obama administration’s
ary decision to lock in strict gas
mileage requirements for cars
and light trucks, ending a review
process before the Democrat left

nfﬁCC

Back in 2012, the Obama
administration set fuel-economy

regulations for model years
2017-2025 and agreed to com-

P m——. PRS- s

workers

o renegotiate NAFTA, which
includes Canada and Mexico, but
he did not mention those plans in
Wednesday's remarks

“The assault on the Amerni-

beat the change in
administrations.

Trump said he’s putting that
midterm review back on track. so
officials can spend another year
studying the issue before setting

Trump delivered a campaign-
style speech in which he railed
against big trade agreements.
specifically NAFTA and the
recent Irans-Pacific Partnership.
laying out in stark terms his
view of how the pacts had hurt
the U.S. auto industry and its

Trump said he had kept his
Janu- promise 1o withdraw the U.S
from the TPP, an agreement that
former President Barack Obama
pursued with | | other Pacific

reams of data cited by the au Natural Resources Defense
lomotive arldmtr}. The official Council, said the change "make
spoke on condition of anonymity  no sense

at a White House briefing in or ‘Mileage standards save con
der to outline the action, despite sumers money at the gas pump
the president’s criticism of the make Amencans less dependent

he w.llll

use of unnamed sources

'he auto alliance last month
urged Pruitt to relax the standards
saying they will dnve up car costs

“Sometimes 1it's a tim
amount of fuel. It's a verv small
thing we 're talking about.”

n otl, reduce ca
and advance innovation.” she sad
After the speech. Trump wa

headed to Nashville, Tennes

member of the Washni
*.thl’rhh’l’!t'“* andl

Q‘HIHr'_' |V

rbon pollution

price customers out of the market ee, to lay a wreath at President
and depress the industry. Obama’ Andrew Jackson's tomb to mar)
EPA had argued the costs to what would have been Jacks
consumers were mitigated by gas 230th birthday. before holding
savings and that the rules would campaign-style rally in the cin
decrease greenhouse gas emissions IrTump will tour Jackso
that contnbute to global warming home. according to Howard K1t
[rump told the auto execu tell. president and CEO of the
LIVes Ihut ﬂhﬂt‘ ht‘iu ..lmmf:d L0 Ht'nmhu_'r mansion. Jackso
concerns about the environment enjoved something of a resw
he doesn 't want to stifie jobs gence thanks to Trump. During
We want you to make great the campaign. some of Trump
Rim nations. Trump also wants cars. And if it takes an extra udes 100k to companing hnim
thimbie full of fuel. we don’t the former presidemt  fello
want that to ﬂl'ip Hldklllj;_' 1 I‘H"["Hlfle outsider who 1ok
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Gov’t report: More Gorsuch view on Second Amendment a judicia! mystery

than 12M signed up
for ‘Obamacare’

people in a decade.

Associated Press

In the Senate, a senior

WASHINGTON — The
government says more
than 12 million people
have signed up for cover-
age this year under former

President Barack Obama’s

Republican said even if
the health bill passes the
House, “it wouldn’t pass
the Senate.” On a call
with state reporters, Sen
Charles Grassley, R-lowa,

By Holbrook Mohr

Associated Press

Despite strong endorse-
ments from some gun rights
advocates, Supreme Court
nominee Neil Gorsuch has a
slim appeals court record on
the subject — a record that
leaves his views a mysten
on how far constitutional
firearms rights extend.

The National Rifle As-
sociation notes favorably a
2012 case in which Gorsuch

health care law, even as the  said his has to act,
Republican-led Congress but he's E::‘ncyemed that W‘E o [L'"f ;()th la‘;fm(;"'
debates its repeal middle-aged and older -y bt e g
The official national adults will have to pay e Secu(?ﬂ":n;lﬂnr ';
figure of 12.2 million does  more uhder the House bill uuts o 'ndividtml'n ht
not include an additional House GOP leaders met F{rnwn ﬁmalnm o n:a:‘ Er:n!
765.000 people signed with Senate counterparts be infringed lightly”
up under an option in the recently and “they got a Takan with his consrrva-
Obama-cra law called the Cloar message flom Senaic tive leanings, originalist
Basic Health Plan, which Republicans that there had to | .00 0 i armreting the
IS used by two states, New  be changes.” said Grassley. C nmlill.ltinn .:pmr:le COIE‘I-
York and Minnesota. The GOP bill — the [.)al'i‘ti{'lllﬂ to the late Justice
Traditionally, that figure American Health Care Antonin Scalia. that leads
has been reported separate-  Act— would repeal major many gun SWHars 80
ly because of differences in  elements of Obama's law, believe Gorsuch would
the type of health plan pro-  cap future federal spending protect their interests.
vided. But counting those on Medicaid for low- “He has an impressive
enrollees as well, sign-ups income people, and reverse | n.ond that demonstrates
approach |13 million people. tax increases on wealthy | i, for the Second
“This report 18 a reminder  Americans used to finance | " Chris W Cox.
that while there’s a big coverage expansion. ~ executive director of the
debate in Washington about Conservatives say the ' NRA's Institute for Legisla-
the future of the Affordable  bil! is an inadequately | tive Action. said in a state-
Care Act, the law remains in ~ weak repeal of “Obam- " ment endorsing the nominee.
place for now and is cover-  acare.” Party moderates | However, he has not
ing millions of people,” said  say it will push too many ruled on major Second
Larry Levitt of the nonparti-  constituents off cover- ' Amendment cases.
san Kaiser Family Founda-  age, including Obama's “We don't know, for in-
tion. The report was issued  expansion of Medicaid for | stance, if he believes people
by the Centers for Medicare  more low-eaming people have a right to carry guns
and Medicaid Services. and others who've bought | in public. We don't know
which also administers the  insurance — often with what he thinks about restric-
ACA’s imsurance markets. federal subsidies — on tions on assault weapons or
Meanwhile, House government-run online high-capacity magazines.”
Speaker Paul Ryan was marketplaces. sad Adam Winkler, a law
stress
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professor at the University
of Caltforma, Los Angeles
and author of “Gunfight

I'he Battle Over the Right 1o
Bear Arms in Amenca.

“Those are the big issues
that are likely to come
before the Supreme Court
with regards to the Second
Amendment,” Winkler
said. “And on those 1s-
sues Gorsuch 1s a Second
Amendment mystery.

'he case cited by the
NRA invoived a man who
appealed his conviction of
being a felon in possession of
a gun, saying he didn’t know
he was considered a felon
due to a misunderstanding
over his deferred prosecution
IN a previous robbery case

Although he had signed
documents indicating he
would be considered guiln
of a felony, the state judge
told ham. among other things.

It 1 accept your plea today,
hopefully you will leave this
courtroom not convicted of
a felony and instead granted
the privilege of a deferred
judgment, which means you
will be supervised by the
Department of Probation for
a penod of two years.

Miguel Games-Perez was
arrested less than a year later
with a pistol that had an
obliterated senal number.

Gorsuch was on a three-
judge panel that found the
government had only to
prove that Games-Perez
knew he had a gun, not that
he knew he was prohibited
from having one.

Gorsuch said the panel
was bound by precedent

“Our duty to follow prec
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cdent sometimes requires
us 10 make mistakes Un
fortunately, this 1s that sort
of case. Gorsuch wrote
Cames-Perez later asked

the full appeals court |

hear the case, a request that

was demed 1n a 6-4 dec
ston. Gorsuch dissented
saying the full court could
reconsider its precedent
He wrote that due 10 the
“repeated misstatements
from the court itself, Mr
Games-Perez surely has
a tnable claim he didn 't
Know his state court de
ferred judgment amounted
10 a felony conviction
Some groups favoring
more stnngent gun laws
refer to the same case when

arguing that Gorsuch 1s unhit

tor the Supreme C ourt
Flltifﬂ‘ (}Hrhln'h'a YVIECWN
are so outside the mamn-
stream that he has gone
out of his way 10 side with
felons over pubhic salety,

ause of anothes

Larry Pratt. executve
LhireCtor ementus of G
Lwners of Amenca. sad
the case that gave him |
nvolved a pobice office
in New Mexico disarmm
Damel Rodnguez. a con
MENCe Store emplovee wh
had a pistol tucked into |
wairsthband. The man tumed

Mt 1o .}\'

} COMVICTed felon

bt Fratt said the ofhces
NO way of knowing that af
the time because the mas
wasn t accused of a cnme
and the ofhcer didn t Ques
non m betorehand

\ inrulh n %lth"li WA '”' n

appeals panel 1o uphoid the
man s convichon
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Isaiah 40 29-31 NIV
"He gives strength to the weary and increases
the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired
and weary, and young men stumble and fall;
but those who hope in the Lord will renew their
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Josh Boak
Jeff Horwitz
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Donald Trump campaigned
for the presidency by

2o tax cuts for
the y, but newly
leaked pages from his 2005
taxes demonstrate how
the wealthiest Americans
— like Tramp — would
benefit from some of his
tax S.

Trump’s $ 10
eliminate the |
minimum tax, cut the capital
gains tax rate and curb
income tax rates would have
shrunk his tax bill dra-
matically if they had been
in place over a decade ago.
The AMT alone was respon-
sible for roughly 86 percent
of his federal tax bill.

The Trump administra-
tion has said it would make
up for lost revenue by clos-
ing loopholes, but the spe-
cific deductions Trump's
plan would eliminate have
not been laid out in detail.

“Any reductions we have
IN upper-income taxes
would be offset by less
deductions, so there would
be no absolute tax cut for
the upper class,” Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin
told CNBC in November.

Trump's promise to not
slash taxes for the rich has
already been called into
question by the nonparti-
san Tax Policy Center and
other analysts. According
to the group, the top |
percent of earners would
receive a tax break averag-
ing more than $200,000
each. Those gains would
be concentrated among
the wealthiest: The top 0.1
percent would receive tax
breaks averaging around
$1.1 million. Meanwhile,
middle-income households
would receive $1,010 in
tax cuts, and the lowest-

“Income earmers would

receive a benefitof $110
e summary of Trump's
2005 taxes does not provide
a full picture of Trump's
hinances, the deductions he
claimed and the detail of
his income earned. Still, the
numbers in broad strokes

President Donald Trump listens Monday during a meeting on healthcare in the Roosevelt Room of the White House in Washington. Trump
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for the presidency by pledging

no tax cuts for the wealthy, but newly leaked pages from his 2005 taxes demonstrate how the wealthiest Americans — like Trump — would benefit from some of his tax proposals.

illustrate why his tax plan
would be a boon for the
ultra-wealthy.

Trump made nearly $1
million in wages and an-
other $32 million in capital
gains, according to the two
pages obtained by journal-
1st David Cay Johnston
Most of his earnings came
from business income,
rental real estate, royalties
and partnerships. Trump
offset much of that income

through a tax loophole In
the 1990s that enabled him

to deduct more than $900
milhion in past losses on
his casinos as past business
losses of his own.

Trump has maintained
that the publication of
the returns was illegal,
although he seemed to
take pride in the financial
results shown in the returns

e

during an interview for Fox
News Channel’s “Tucker
Carison Tonight™ to be
aired Wednesday.

“It’s certainly not an
embarrassing return at all.”
Trump said.

The first big win for
Trump would have come
from his proposed elimi-
nation of the Alternative
Minimum Tax, which was
first enacted in 1969 to en-
sure that top earners could
not use tax breaks and
deductions to avoid paying
any federal taxes

Had the law not been
in effect in 2005, Trump
could have avoided almost
all of the federal income
tax he paid that year.
Instead of paying $36.5
million, he would have
paid just $5.5 mallion

Another smaller benefit

Trump’s allies melting away

because of his wiretapping claims

By Julie Pace

A 50 HHF:f PH'H

WASHINGTON President Donald
[rump s explosive allegation that Barack
Obama wiretapped his New York skyscrap-
er during the presidential campaign has left
him increasingly isolated, with allies on
Capitol Hill and within his own administra
tion offering no evidence to back him up

On Wednesday, Attorney General Jeft
Sessions said he had not given Trump any
reason to believe he was wiretapped by
President Obama. Republican Rep. Devin
Nunes, chairman of the House intelligence
committee, said he had seen no information
to support the claim and then went further
He suggested the U.S. president’s assertion,
made 1n a senes of March 4 tweets, should
not be taken at face value

Are you going to take the tweets
Iiterally”” Nunes said. “If so, clearly the
president was wrong.

But Trump, in an interview Wednesday
with Fox News, predicted there would be
'some very interesting items coming to
the forefront over the next two weeks.”

Trump's allegations have put him in a
potentially perilous position as congres-
stonal investigations into Russia’s involve-
ment in the 2016 election — and possible
Russian contacts with Trump associates

- ramp up. The FBI is also investigating.

If no evidence of wiretapping at Trump
lower emerges, his credibility would be
newly damaged. If there is proof that the
Obama administration approved monitor-
ing of Trump or his assocjates, that would
suggest the government had reason to be
suspicious of their contacts with Russia
and a judge had approved the surveillance

The president, who npﬁ's to have
made his allegation in t of anger, has
asked lawmakers to investigate the claim.
LLawmakers have since tumed the question
back toward the administration, asking the
Justice Department to provide evidence of
wiretapping activity.

The Justice Department missed a Monday
deadline for providing the information to the
House and was a one-week extension.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., who
heads the Judiciary Committee’s crime
and terrorism subcommittee, said the FBI
will provide a classified briefing on the
matter “at some time in the future.” Gra-
ham has previously said he would use sub-
power to get information from the
I about whether a warrant was issued
allowi the Obama administration to tap
Trump s phones the campaign.
told The Associated Press Wednesday that
he believes his own online exchanges with a
Russian-linked hacker were obtained through
a special warrant that allows the
to collect the communications

Wtfhh“dlh?*

Stone communicated through Twitter direct
messages with Guccifer 2.0, a hacker who
has claimed responsibility for breaching the
Democratic National Committee

Stone said he was unaware at the time
that U.S. officials believed the hacker had
ties to Russia. He said he 1s willing to
testify before any congressional commit-
tee that holds its hearings “in public and
not behind closed doors.”

The House intelligence committee will
begin holding public hearings on Monday
Nunes said FBI Director James Comey
and Adm. Mike Rogers, the director of the
National Security Agency, will testify.

Ahead of the hearing, the committee
sent a letter to the FBI, CIA and the Na-
tional Security Agency requesting details
by Friday about Americans who surfaced
in intelligence collections last year.

Identities of Americans who show up in
U.S. surveillance against foreign targets aré
generally concealed, but can be unmasked
by intelligence agencies in certain circum-
stances. Those include situations when the
communications contain information that
a crime has or is about to be committed,
when the Americans’ identity is necessary
to understand the importance of the foreign
intelligence collected or when the communi-
cation provides information that an Ameni-
can may be an agent of a foreign power.

Asked whether Trump's communica-
tions may have been swept up in surveil-
lance, Nunes said it was “very possible.”

Sessions, a staunch supporter of Trump
during the campaign, recused himself ear-
lier this month from the Russia investiga-
tions after it was revealed that he did not
disclose his own contacts with Russia’s
ambassador to the United States. Asked
Wednesday if he had ever briefed Trump
on the investigation or given the presi-
dent any reason to believe he had been
wiretapped by the Obama administration,
Sessions said, “The answer is no.”

Trump has said little about his allega-
tions against Obama, largely leaving it to
White House aides to explain his inflam-
matory statements.

The White House appeared to be back-
Ing aw'ifmm Trump's claims on Mon-

day, with spokesman Sean Spicer saying
the ident was referring to general sur-
veillance that may have been ed by
the Obama administration. On Y.
Spicer said the

confident” the

provide evidence

Graham and lowa
Grassley have both

they will hold up

mhmmmsu—
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L— ' recusal, Rosenstein would
for any probes

campaign and Russia’s
he’s confirmed.
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Sen. Chuck

would come from a lower
tax on the wages Trump
pays himself. Under the
most recent Trump plan

announced during the cam-

paign, the president would
pay a lower 33 percent tax
rate on his nearly $1 mil-
lion in 2005 wages.

Other elements of
Trump's tax plan would

be likely to benefit him as

well, his 2005 filing shows.

Trump would cut taxes
on pass-through income.,
such as that earned from
assets he holds through

various holding companies,

to 15 percent — a boon
for people who have set
up businesses in the same
way he has, a common
practice in the real estate
business. As such, it would
encourage other taxpayers
—including regular wage
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earners — (o set up sole
proprietor companies, then
declare their income as
business income, according
to the Tax Policy Center.

If the president’s current
income is similar to his
2005 tax filings, he may
also save money through
the House Republican
plan to repeal and replace
President Barack Obama’s
health care law.

The replacement would
repeal a 0.9 percent

Medicare surtax on high
earners and a 3.8 percent
net investment income tax
that would apply to capital
gains and rental and roy-
alty income, among other
sources. The Congressiona!
Budget Office estimated
that repealing these two
taxes would amount to a
nearly $275 billion tax cut
over 10 years.

Those savings would
largely accrue to wealthier
Americans such as Trump.
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