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Services Tuesday for 16-year-old...

il Shooting death
ruled accident

HOMECOMING CANDIDATES — Snyder High School’s homecoming queen candidates from left are Claire Cotton, Whit-
ney Graham, Tara Price, T'Leah Eicke and Brooke Williams. The queen will be crowned Friday during halftime of the Sny-
der Tigers and Abilene Wyhe grid match. (Staff Photo by Shirley A. Gorman)

Two from Atlantis ‘hike’ in space

SPACE CENTER, Houston had ventured while tethered.
(AP) — An American astronaut “Got a great view back at the
and a Russian cosmonaut drifted nose of the shuttle,” said Lu, who
out of space shuttle Atlantis early was on his first spacewalk. His
Monday, making a successful partner performed spacewalks
climb up the international space while living aboard Russia’s Mir
station that was more spacehike space station.
than spacewalk. The spacewalk official inside

Edward Iu and Yuri Mission Control, Mike Hess,
Malenchenko made the grueling likened the foray to working on
ascent to lay cable and install a the 11th story of a 13-story build-
boom for a navigation unit on the — with a much better view,
exterior of the 140-foot station 230 miles above Earth.
during their 6 hour, 14 minute The work went flawlessly, end-
spacewalk. They carried the ing 16 minutes ahead of schedule
bundled cables on their backs, even with the addition of a brief
along with the boom and their task, the manual extension of a
tools. docking target that didn’t deploy

The spaoewalkers ventured an properly and was in the astro-
astounding 110 feet from Atlagitis’ nauts’ way. Ordinarily, NASA has
cargo bay, where the space sta- fast-working spacewalkers tackle
tion had been anchored for the chores scheduled for later mis-
past day. It was the farthest diss sions; but Lu and Malenchenko
tance any NASA spacewalker did not have to perform any get-

Final auditions are
tonight for Ritz play

Auditions for the Ritz Community Theatre fall production, The For-
eigner, will be held from 7 to 9 this evening at the Ritz Theatre on the
south side of the square.

The cast of the comedy by Larry Shue requires five men and two
women.

The action of the play takes place at Betty Meeks’ Fishing Lodge
Resort in Tilghman County, Georgia.

The characters include two Englishmen: Sergeant “Froggy”
LeSueur, a British demolition expert in the U.S. as a guest instructor,
and his friend Charlie Baker, a former army buddy he has brought
with him to the U.S. to recover from a disastrous marriage.

Froggy is outgoing and self-confident, while Charlie is just the oppo-
site, shy and petrified at the thought of having to meet and talk to
strangers.

Both have British accents and are in their late thirties or early for-
ties. The other characters are all Southern natives and speak with
Southern accents.

Betty Meeks, abouit 70, is the widow of Omer Meeks and the naive
proprietress of the lodge. David Lee, a young clergyman, is a very lik-
able young man mterested in purchasmg the lodge with the aid of his
fiancée’s money.

Catherine Simms is his demanding and spoiled fiancée. Ellerd
Simms is her backward, somewhat dim-witted brother.

Owen Musser is the red-necked local who is in charge of the Klu
Klux Klan.

“The inventive comic script is equal in hilarity to the playwright’s
class comedy The Nerd. It won awards as Best New American Play
and Best Off-Broadway production.

The dates for the Ritz production are scheduled for Nov. 3-5 and

Nov. 10-12. Sue Parham is directing and may be reached at 573-9068
for additional information.
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ahead tasks.

“There wasn'’t really anything
else to do on space station and

won't be, really, until the next
crew gets up there,” Hess said.
To get to the top of the tower-
ing station, Lu and Malenchenko
first took a 40-foot ride on the
shuttle robot arm. Then they
ascended hand over hand like
rock climbers, clipping and
unclipping their tethers like
climbing ropes as they moved

It was deliberate travel, slowed
by a multitude of obstructions
like antennas and docking tar-
gets. Astronaut Daniel Burbank,
watching from inside the cockpit,
guided L.u and Malenchenko up
the stack.

“Watch your head,” Burbank
ordered. “Don’t move right.
Bring your legs straight up. ...
Watch your right foot. Put your
feet up.”

The two men needed to scale
the Russian service module Zvez-
da to erect a 61/2-foot boom for a
compass and to install nine
power, data and television cables
between it and the other Russian
module, Zarya.

Russia installed the compass,
which measures Earth’s magnet-
ic field, too close to Zvezda's

metal hull, knocking the instru-
ment’s readings off. NASA had
asked from the start that the
compass, called a magnetometer,
be equipped with an extendable
boom, but the Russian space pro-
gram declined because of a lack
of money, Hess said.

NASA discovered another
small problem on Zvezda on
Monday: a jammed solar panel
on one of its wings. The panel did
not unfold following launch of the
module, and NASA may have to
fix the problem on a later visit.

Atlantis linked up with the sta-
tion as the spacecraft soared
above Kazakstan on Sunday, end-
ing a two-day chase complicated
slightly by a failed navigation
device aboard the shuttle.
Atlantis was going to take advan-
tage of the linkup and give the
station an orbital boost of about 3
miles Monday.

The seven astronauts and cos-
monauts will enter the complex
Tuesday to haul in thousands of
pounds of supplies for the first
residents, due in November.

At the Kennedy Space Center
in Florida, meanwhile, NASA
moved space shuttle Discovery
to the launch pad Monday for an
Oct, 5 liftoff on a station-assem-
bly mission.

Russian official denies report
of secret service probe into
nuclear submarine disaster

MOSCOW (AP) — A top Russ-
ian official today denied reports
that the nation’s security service
was investigating last month’s
sinking of a nuclear submarine
and had presented its findings to
President Vladimir Putin.

First Deputy Prime Minister
[lya Klebanov, the head of a gov-
ernment commission investigat-
ing the Aug. 12 disaster, also reit-
erated Russia’s denials that the
Kursk was sunk by a missile fired
by a Russian ship.

The Federal Security Service,
the Russian navy and Klebanov’s
commission had already rejected
a German newspaper report Fri-
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day that the Kursk was hit by a
new anti-submarine missile fired
by a nuclear-powered cruiser, the
Peter the Great. The ship’s com-
mander al$o denied it.

Klebanov also denied reports
the Federal Security Service, the

- FSB, had given Putin secret doc-

uments relating to the disaster,
and that the secret service had
begun its own inquiry, the Inter-
fax news agency reported.

An FSB spokesman refused to
comment on the report Monday,
refem'ng callers to a secret serv-
ice statement last week that
denied the Kursk was sunk by a
Russian torpedo.

The shooting death of a 16
year-old Snyder youth has been
ruled an accident, Justice of the

Peace Deborah Boyd said this
morning.

Johnny Dean Ervin Jr., 16, was
killed by a single gunshot wound
to the head around 10 o’clock Fri-
day night.

According to Sheriff Darren
Jackson, Ervin and two other
males, ages 16 and 17, had been
shooting guns in a field off of
North Highway 208 when the
mishap happened.

“They started to put all of the

guns up. They thought they were
empty, but the rifle discharged,”
Jackson said.

The sheriff said that Ervin and
the two other youths were down
in a field when the boy was shot.

“They put him in the pickup to
bring him to the house for help,”
Jackson said.

Judge Boyd was called to the
scene and pronounced Ervin
dead around 11 p.m. Friday.

“It is a tragic accident,” Jackson
said. “I remind everybody to be

careful and always assume a

firearm is loaded.”

Bridgestone chief:
Tires not defective

TOKYO (AP) — The presi-
dent of Bridgestone Corp. sug-
gested Monday that fatal acci-
dents blamed on tires produced
by the company’s U.S. sub-
sidiary weren't caused by
defects.

While stopping short of blam-
ing Ford, Yoichiro Kaizaki said
it struck him that there was a
high accident rate only for Ford
Explorers fitted with the
Bridgestone/Firestone tires
and not for other carmakers’
vehicles that used the same
products.

“There were a lot of accidents
on Fords,” Kaizaki said in his
first press conference since the
company announced the recall
of 6.5 million tires in August.
“The accident rate for other
cars is dramatically lower.”

He said underinflation of tires
or poor maintenance are known
to be potential causes of the
tread belt separations and punc-
tures suspected in the acci-
dents. He added that no struc-
tural deficiencies have been
found in the tires themselves.

“We didn’t recall the tires
because we found a defect that
caused the accidents,” Kaizaki
said. “We decided to conscien-
tiously recall the tires having
put a top priority on consumer
safety.”

When asked if he thought
Ford might be responsible, he
replied: “I can’t answer that.”

Ford did not immediately
return calls seeking comment.
The company has said that most
of the reported accidents have
involved Explorers because
most of the recalled tires still in
use were sold on Explorers.

On Aug. 9, Bridgestone

announced a recall of the
P235/75R15 size ATX and ATX
II models as well as Wilderness
AT tires in the same size.

Those tire models are under
investigation as possible causes
in traffic accidents that have
killed at least 88 people. Many
were made at the company’s
plant in Decatur, Ill. The tires
are standard equipment on
some Ford models, including
the Explorer.

While he stressed that no
quality problems have been
detected in its U.S. products,
Kzizaki admitted that Bridge-
stone should have exercised
greater quality control in its

TODAY’S THOUGHT

U.S. operations.

“There was a problem that
our control over overseas opera-
tions was insufficient,” Kaizaki
said, adding that his company
should have brought the U.S.

peratlons up to Bridgestone's
standards.”

Kaizaki also disputed Ford
claims that the U.S. carmaker
was forced to independently
recall Explorers from Saudi Ara-
bia because Firestone refused
to take steps to fix tire defects
suspected in accidents. He said
that in a joint investigation,
Ford and Bridgestone/Fire-
stone found that tire problems
did not cause the accidents,
prompting Ford to assume its
responsibility and order the
recall.

“There has been talk that
there was some sort of cover-
up, but I want to stress that
there was no such thing,” Kaiza-
ki said, referring to allegations
that Bndgestone tried to hide
potential problems in Firestone
tires in the Middle East and
South America from U.S.
authorities.

United Way
to launch
campaign

Scurry County United Way
2000-2001  campaign kick-off
luncheon will be held starting at
11:45 a.m. Tuesday at the Martha
Ann Woman’s Club. Campaign
goal is $80,000.

Guest speaker will be Jim Bob
Jones from Texas Tech University
Health Science Center.

“The agencies benefiting from
our efforts do an excellent job of
providing a better standard of liv-
ing to our citizens,” said Kent
Wright, president. “The economy
in our area seems to be on a slight
rebound. While acknowledging
this, we should remain concerned
and interested in securing the
greatest amount of resources for
all the agencies. As you know, the
economy continually has a “roller
coaster” effect on our lives. I am
excited and confident with the
help of Scurry citizens, that we
will be able to meet, or even bet-
ter, exceed our goal again this
year.”

United Way agencies include
Snyder Child Day Care, Boys and
Girls Club, Snyder Area Council
on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Girl
Scouts-West Texas Council, Buf-
falo Trail Boy Scouts, American
Red Cross and the Food Cup-
board.

Anyone interested in h

with the ign is asked to
Zola sch%aﬂmm or UW
president t Wright at 573
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‘West Wing’ earns record-setting 9 Emmys

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Once
again, crime didn'’t pay.

Weeks before the election of a
new U.S. president, the Emmy
Awards elbowed aside the mob-
focused “The Sopranos” to show-
er honors on the White House
drama “The West Wing.”

NBC’s freshman series won a
record-setting nine Emmys on
Sunday, including best drama.
Only James Gandolfini’s best act-
ing trophy prevented a shutout
for “The Sopranos” after 18 nom-
Inations.

“I wish we had done a little bet-
ter,” Gandolfini said after the
show. It was the second straight
year “The Sopranos” met mostly
with Emmy disappointment.

He suggested the surreal
drama may be a little too dark
and violent for many Emmy vot-
ers. Some of Hollywood’s old
guard also may be reluctant to
vote for a cable show instead of
one on the broadcast networks,
he said.

“Also, ‘West Wing’ is a very
good show, from what I under-
stand,” he said. “I've never seen
it.”

The NBC show is an uplifting
look at political life not weighed
down with cynicism. Its charac-
ters try to do the night thing,
even if they don’t always suc-
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ceed. Real Washington leaders
are constantly thanking produc-
ers for their portrayal.

“By and large in movies and
television shows, the country’s
leaders are portrayed as either
dolts or Machiavellian,” series
creator Aaron Sorkin said. “Here,
they are neither. They're very
bright, committed and energetic
people.”

Sorkin won an Emmy for his
writing; Thomas Schlamme for
directing. Richard Schiff, who
plays the grim aide Toby Ziegler,
and Allison Janney, who plays the
White House’s tough press sec-
retary, won supporting actor
awards. The show won four other
technical awards.

Asked whether “The West
Wing” educates viewers about
politics, Sorkin replied: “We're
not asking anyone to eat their
vegetables.” But he said he was
pleased that some people have
credited his show with exciting
people about the political system.

Martin Sheen, President Josi-
ah Bartlet in “The West Wing,”
was dead-on walking into the
Emmys with his prediction that
Gandolfini would beat him for
best actor, but his show would
win best series.

“James was selected MVP but
we won the game,” Sheen said.

v

“That's  the most important
hing ¥

Emmy voters showed their
sentimental sides Sunday.
Michael J. Fox won best actor in
a comedy for his final perform-
ance in “Spin City” before retir-
ing due to Parkinson’s disease.
Jack Lemmon won best actor in a
miniseries or movie for “Oprah
Winfrey Presents: Tuesdays
With Morrie.”

Both veteran actors
standing ovations.

drew

Gary Shandling sparkled as

“Will & Grace” was selected
best comedy, boosting the show
as it moves to Thursday nights.
Its supporting actors, Sean
Hayes and Megan Mullally, each
won their first

For the third vear in a row,
David Letterman’s “Late Show”

won the award for best variety .

series. It came during a year Let-
terman had to take a break for an
emergency quintuple bypass
operation in January.

“Dave, if you're watching at

home, it looks like the fake heart
surgery paid off,” said the show’s
executive producer, Rob Burnett.
Other winners: Patricia
Heaton, comedian Ray Romano’s
long-suffering wife in “Every-
body Loves Raymond,” as best
actress in a comedy; Sela Ward of
“Once and Again” as best actress
in a drama; Lorne Michaels, the
originator of “Saturday Night
Live,” for the show’s 25th
anniversary special. Multiple
winners

one-man show at 1V awards

NEW YORK (AP) — “I said to
my mother, I'm hosting the
Emmys,” cracked Garry Shan-

dling. “She said, “You do what you

have to do.” .

Thank goodness he did.

Neurotic, self-embarrassed
and fearlessly ironic, ‘Shandling
turned Sunday’s Emmycastinto a
one-man show.

Aired live on ABC from Los
Angeles’ Shrine Auditorium,
“The 52nd Annual Primetime
Emmy Awards” was what it
always is: an overlong display of
gussied-up stars and mostly hol
low tributes.

This year, no problem. Even
when absent from the handsome

grids-and-cubes stage setting,

‘Shandling drolly ruled. With his

wry stewardship, he kept every-
thing honest.

“You know what slows this
show down?” he mused. “Seri-
ously: the awards. They should
just tape ‘em under the winners’
seats.” |

At another point, he yanked
things into perspective again by

| introducing a few TV clips “over-

looked by the Academy”: mon-
ster - truck races, “Jerry
Springer,” Weather Channel fore-
casts and a woman hawking
watches on Home Shopping Net-
work.

He did a quick, apparently off-
the-cuff interview with the
onstage “trophy girl.”

'*T'started as a trophy girl,” he
told her. “And now I'm host.”

800) 893-024

If you or a loved one has been injured
in an accident involving the rollover

of a Ford Explorer, Expedition, Ranger
or Bronco ll, you are encouraged to call
the Law Offices of Paul H. LaValle, P.C.
which is pursuing cases against
'Ford for rollover injuries.

All cases are handled on a contlugent foe
basis. If no recovery is.obtained, you ¢
will not be responsible for attcnuy's i

hosoranyofthmstsoﬂho lawsuit.
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And in a backhanded compli-
ment to the cable network that
aired his bygone comedy series
“The Larry Sanders Show,” Shan-
dling observed that an accept- °
ance speech could go on for days
if HBO, rather than ABC, were
airing the Emmys.

Shandling’s style of keeping it
real (or at least an irreverent fac-
simile of real) proved infectious.

Former “Seinfeld” plaver
Michael Richards delivered a
lengthy, unpass.l ioned thank-you
.::pccx.u ior mwmg been chosen
by the Academy as a presenter,
seeming to forget all about pre-

senting the award.

Even Michael J. Fox made
sport of his Parkinson’s tremors
in a mock-impromptu backstage
encounter with Shandling.

“Your tie is all screwed up,”
Fox told him.

“Could you fix it?” Shandling
asked.

“Believe me,” warned Fox, pro-

* ducing his shaky hands, “you

don’t want ...”

Later, no one could have failed
to be touched by Fox’s brief but
heartfelt acceptance for his Best
Comedy Actor award.

Veteran actor Jack Lemmon,
who won for his performance in
the TV film “Oprah Winfrey Pre-
sents: Tuesdays with Morrie,”
also won himself a standing ova-
tion.

Each of themr.
gowned and great/with child, tan-;
dem presenters Jane Leeves
(“Frasier”) and Kelli Williams
(“I'he Practice”) made a lovely

sight.

Berry's World

elegantly

Agravet

Livestock & Pet

Supply

Livestock Supplies * Small Animal Supplies
Science Diet Dog & Cat Food

And presenter Cher, as always
a welcome addition, scored with

her dyed-blond tresses and

accompanying

joke.

West Wing.”

“I read for the part of vlce pres-

ident,” he disclosed. “They said,
“Too Jewish.’"

The season past was an odd
one whose biggest craze, reality
TV, flew under the Academy’s

radar. But not Shandling’s.

To prove it, the Emmycast
(which Shandling said ABC con-
sidered renaming “Who Wants to
Win an Emmy?”) began uproari-
ously with a taped sketch spoof-
ing CBS summer smash “Sur-

vivor.”

In a setting that looked exactly
like remote Pulau Tiga, “Sur-
vivor” host Jeff Probst convened
a tribal council to decide who
would host the Emmy show (and

receive the Pontiac Aztec).

Among Shandling’s fellow cast-
aways were Arsenio Hall, who
complained that Shandlmg was
“walking around buck naked on

included “Tuesdays’

dumb-blonde

But the night belonged to
Shandling, who even put his

imprint on the night's biggest
winner, White House drama “The

National

With Morrie” and HBO's series

about a to
borhood,

Baltimore neéigh-
e Corner.”

Emmy watchers were anxious

toseetheunpactofachangem

voting procedures designed to

widenﬁtevodngpmelmdmake

it younger.
Instead of requiring Academy

of Television Arts & Sciences
members to watch nominated
shows in a hotel, the academy
sent out videotapes for voters to

watch at home. As a result, more

than 2,500 people voted this year
as opposed to 650 last year.

“I happen to think this change

in the voting is working extreme-
ly well,” said Heaton, clutching
her award.

The results of the awards —

McBeal” and Sarah Jessica Park-
er of “Sex and the City” — indi-
cate that most voters took their
jobs seriously, said Thomas
O’Neill, author of “The Emmys”
and a frequent critic of the plan.

needed that

“I think we saw the proof we
voters really

watched the tapes,” O’Neill said.
“The biggest winner tonight was
the Emmy Awards.”

NBC won bragging rights with

23 Emmys. HBU had 20 awards,

ABC had 15, Fox had 11 and CBS
had 7.

Date Book

and the 84th day

Monday,
Today is the

11, 2000
th day of 2000
of summer.

TODAY’S HISTORY: On this

day in 1609, Henry Hudson discc
m the river that is named after

On this day in 1789, Alexander

Hamilton became the first secretary

oftheT

reasury of the United States.
On this day in 1991, Soviet presi

dent Mikhail Gorbachev announced
the withdrawal of thousands of Sovi-
et troops from Cuba.

the island,” and Craig Kilborn of

“The Late, Late Show.”.
When the votes were counted,

it was Shandling who was cho-

Ser.

“Can | just take the car?” he

begred Probst.
“No, Garry, you have to host.”

If viewers are lucky, he’ll have

to host again next year.

%M’
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TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS: O.

Henry (1862-1910), writer; D.H.
Lawrence (1885-1930), writer; Paul

“Bear” Bryant (1913-1983), footbal]
cggl)l Ferdmand Marcos (1917
1

Landry (1924—

és leader; Tom
), football coach:;

Brian DePalma (1940-) director, is

60; Kristy ‘McNichol
actress, is 38.

(1962 -),
TODAY’S SPORTS: On this day

~ in 1974, the St. Louis Cardinals bat-
tled the New York Mets for 25

mmnﬁ'l‘he Cardinals won 4-3.

Y’S QUOTE: “When you
want to win a game, you have to
teach. When you lose a game, you

h

(Se

! ythruFrldayﬂl (S .

aurd

ave to learn.” — Tom Landry
TODAY’S MOON: Between first
uarter (Sept. 5) and full moon
Sept. 13).
2000, Newspaper
se Assn.
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Fed’s strmg of rate boosts nearing end [Skier will be tried

National Association for Busi-
ness Economics said Monday in
its quarterly economic outlook.

“Panelists are mcreasmgly con-
vinced that the run-up in interest
rates is at its end,” the group said
in its survey, which is based on
forecasts made by 30 of the asso-
ciation’s 3,000 members in the
last two weeks of August.

WASHINGTON Ar) —
group of top économic forecast
ers believes the Federal
Reserve’s 15-month string of
interest rates boosts to ward off
inflation is near an end.
Economists “seemed increas-
ingly optimistic that the Fed has
successfully countered any infla-
tion threat to the economy and
they have adopted an opm'rnstxc The Fed has boosted interest the United States.
outlook for interest rates,” the rate six times since June 1999 to They said they now expect

North Texas pair gets lucky
on $60 millon Lotto jackpot

DALLAS (AP) — A glance at the clerk, told The Dallas
the morning newspaper con- Morning News in Monday’s
firmed the multimillion-dollar editions. “I started screaming. |
dreams of a North Texas cou- was really excited and I didn’t

ple over the weekend. even win any money.”

Although an independent For the third- hxghest lottery
auditor of the state Lottery prize ever in the state’s lottery,
Commission must validate the Osorio had said he would
winning ticket in the $60 mil- choose the cash-value option
lion Lotto Texas, John Osorio rather than 25 annual pay-
and Lois Loden claim all the ments. After taxes, the amount
jackpot numbers. would total about $21 million.

A grocery store clerk who The ticket with the winning
apparently sold the winning numbers, sold at an Albertsori’s
ticket was on duty when the grocery store for Saturday
Richardson couple walked in night’s drawing, listed 1, 16, 36,
about 10:30 a.m. Sunday to get 43, 44 and 52.
the ticket verified. The largeSI jackpot was $74

“She looked at me and said, million in 1994 while the sec-
‘Hey, we did it,” Jeanne Curso, ond largest included two $65

Dear Abby @D

By Abigail Van Buren

slow the economy and keep infla-
tion under control.

The forecasters, citing solid
advances in business investment
and both exports and imports,
revised upward their forecasts
for the economy’s growth this
year as measured by the gross
domestic product, the total out-
put of goods and services within

million payoffs, said lottery
spokeswoman Leticia Vasquez.

She said the commission
would take about six hours
Monday to validate the ticket.

The couple had decided not
to stay up late Saturday to await
the lottery drawing on televi-
sion. The next morning, Osorio
said, they were in disbelief after
reading of the jackpot winnings.

Loden was a frequent shop-
per and often bought her lottery
tickets from the Albertson’s
store, said Corso.

“She normally does Quick
‘Picks, but this time she did
birthdays and arniversaries,”
said Corso. “She had trouble
coming up with that last num-
ber.”

Commissioners in May set up
larger jackpots by making it
harder to win. Players now
must match six numbers from a
pool of 54 instead of 50.

“’It just takes one ticket to
win,” said Osorio, a 78year-old

Questions about new mo ’“
age get old really quick

DEAR ABBY: I am 42 and
recently gave birth to a beautiful
baby boy. I had my last child at 37.
One day | encountered a very rude
woman. She raved about how cute
my baby was and then proceeded
to ask me if he was my grandson' In
this day and age, many women
have babies in their 40s and
beyond. I would never ask a woman

of any age that question. I know

g'om expenence that.it can ruin her
ay

A

grandmother, but the point is that |
am not. Since I'm five years older
now, I'm sure I'll encounter the
same situation. I wonder if I should

 realize I'm old enoug&ntobefhe'

ical offices when I'm asked for my
personal information.

Abby, my handwriting looks like
a doctor’s prescription written on a
plane in hea turbulence. Howev-
er, even in my condition, I still get
the impression people think it is
rude of me to use the labels. —
SCOTT E. JOHNSTON, APOP-
KA, F1A.
DEAR SCOTT: Your reasons for
using preprinted labels are practi-
cal and sensible. Common sense
has to rule. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: I am a retired U.S,
postal employee and would like to

inform “Unglued” that the U.S.
Postal Service recommends and

attorney.

" On the Net:

Texas Lottery Commission:
http://www.txlottery.org

Bridge

By Phillip Alder

wear a button that says, “No, I'm prefers preprinted mailing labels in
-not the grandmother. I'm the moth— ]ace of handwritten names and
er.” addresses. Our automation equip-

Another unpertment question I ment can read legible preprinted
have been asked is, “Are you ﬁ labels at an enormous rate of speed,
to have your tubes tied now?” Abby, thus getting the mail to the
it is no one’s business! addressee much quicker. — BOB

Can you please tell me what to MIKRUT, GLEN ELLYN, ILL.

say when rude pleask methese ° DEAR BOB: Thank you for _
questions? — “GREAT” BUT writing. For anyone who doesnt Vulnerable: Neither
NOT “GRAND” MOTHER know it, the Postal Service also Dealer: South
DEAR MOTHER: When some- prefers envelopes on which | South West North East
one asks if you're the baby’ _w{'an addresses have been typed in capi- | } 27 ‘l::“ b
mother, smile and reply, do tal letters with no punctuation | ** " 48 pass

you ask?” If the person is rude marks. - .
enough to answer that you appear ' Opemng leas: &
too old to be the mother, inform , " .
him or her that you ARE the child's =~ CONFIDENTIAL to 10 the exclusion

“HEARTBROKEN PARENIS":
“Tolerance is the positive and cor-
dial effort to understand another’s

mother and you feel that’s “grand™
When asked if you're going to
have your tubes tled reply, “If that

of all others

were any of your bumness, you beliefs, practices and habits without By Phillip Alder
would already know the answer to necessarily sharing or acoeptmg Booklets only 16 pages long are
that question.” them.” — Joshua IJebman expensive. Yet they allow

er er — and the writer — to
*w _ 7 Bndge

DEAR ABBY: Thank you for  For an excellent guide to Plus magazine from Enzland
our response to “Ung lued in mabemm found this approach popular, hav
alist and a more attractive per-

:,order“Hothqum

24 titles in its serles and more
babies on the way! This week, let’s
look at the latest half-dozen.

Fu'st, “Practise Your Finessing”

assachusetts,” who was offended

- when people use a preprinted mail-
ing label on their correspondence.

You asked her what was more

Sendabudnuo—hd,ulf
order g 83 95

important — the envelope or its or money
contents. $4.50 in Canada) to:

I am a deaf, le blind man P PO
with partially rson Box 447, Mount M IL
my writing hand. [ use the labelsfor 61054-0447. (Postage is

mailing, and give them to people in

included.)
places like repair shops and med-
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GDP to increase 5.2 percent in
2000, up from their previous estr-
mate of 4.9 percent. If the 5.2 per-
cent GDP increase is realized, it
would be the strongest economic
growth since a 7.3 percent
advance in 1984. In 1999, the
economy grew by 4.2 percent.

The forecasters estimated that
GDP will grow by 3.3 percent in
2001, up from 3 percent in the
previous survey in May.

A surge in oil prices led econo-
mists to boost their inflation fore-
casts.

They now estimate that infla-
tion as measured by the Con-
sumer Price Index on a year-
over-year basis will increase to
3.3 percent this year, compared
with its earlier estimate of 3.0 per-
cent. In 1999, the CPI rose 2.2
percent on a year-over-year basis.

In 2001, the forecasters expect
inflation to moderate to 2.7 per-
cent, unchanged from the previ-
ous estimate.

Economists also said they
were bullish about the prospects
of continued strong gains in pro-
ductivity — the amount of output
for each hour of work.

Sizable gains means compa-
nies can pay employees more
and still hold the line on prices.
Computers, satellites and other
technological advarnces are cred-
ited with helping boost workers’
efficiency. -

“Strong productivity gains,
still-low inflation despite rising
energy costs ... all provide the
basis for solid growth with no

end to the expansion in sight,”

said Richard Berner, NABE's

vice president and managing
director and chief economist for
Morgan Stanley Dean Witter &
Co.

On the Net: NABE's web site:
http://www.nabe.com/

with Stephke]? Caslllamog] dgﬁs I
expect you know, in

tise” is the verb and "'ngractlce the
noun.) Cashmore begms with four
pages of basic information about
the various finesses, and — which
is equally impo rtant — when not to
finesse. Then there are 18 prob-
lems on which to test yourselﬁ
These are of variable complexity,

and often feature bizarre bidding.
However, the play’s the thing. In
this one, you reach four spades
after North has used Sta
West leads the club king.
your approach?

There are one diamond and two

club losers stan.r? you in the face.
you can avoid a trump loser,

though all will be well. There is
only one legitimate way to do that:
find West w1t.h king-doubleton. So,
lead a low spade — not the queen,
unless West has never heard about
covering an honor with an honor —
and finesse dummy’s jack. Assum-
ing it wins, cash the ace. If the king
appears, nod learnedly, draw East’s

remaining frump, run the hearts,
discarding a club, and claim an
overtrick. But if the spade king
doesn’t drop, play on hearts, hop-
West has at least three, so you
get a club loser away in time.

One booklet is apprommately S6
postpaid and four are about S22
from www.bridge-plus.co.uk.
Copynright 2000, Newspaper
Enterprise Assn.

at 1s

for murder after
collision kills man

DENVER (AP) — Even as ski resorts crack down on reckless
skiing and snowboarding by introducing slow zones and speed
patrols, prosecutors are putting a ski racer on trial for manslaugh-
ter this week.

Nathan Hall then 18, is charged with felony manslaughter in the
death of a skier he hit while bouncing down a bumpy run at Vail
Mountain after finishing his shift as a lift operator in April 1997.

Buck Allen, a Vail municipal judge and expert skier, saw Hall
flash by, “sitting way back on his skis” and unable to stop. Hall
smashed into Alan Cobb, killing the 33-year-old Denver skier
almost instantly.

Jury selection, which starts Monday, was expected to last more
than a day.

Two Eagle County courts dlsrmssed the charges against Hall,
ruling that “a reasonable person would not have expected skiing
too fast to cause another person’s death.

With law enforcement complaining this decision gave reckless
skiers carte blanche, the Colorado Supreme Court granted the
prosecutor’s appeal and ordered Hall tried. The Chico, Calif., cok
lege student could face up to six years imprisonment.

“What better state than Colorado to decide this issue? And what
better county than Eagle?” said District Attorney Mike Goodbee.
Goodbee’s jurisdiction includes the Vail and Beaver Creek resorts;
most residents ski or snowboard and many work at resorts.

In the three years since Cobb’s death, major Colorado resorts
have stepped up their enforcement of ski safety rules. Vail seized a
record number of lift tickets in 1998. And to further prevent
injuries, Vail, Breckenridge and Keystone, the nation’s busiest
resorts, created speed patrols in 1999.

Goodbee and Hall's lawyer, Brett Heckman, were under court
gag orders, limiting what they could say, but Heckman appeared
likely to argue that times have changed, and that his client’s con-
duct wasn’t unusual in 1997.

Clinton’s rival defends
handshake with Arafat

NEW YORK (AP) — First the
kiss, now the handshake.

Hillary Rodham Clinton’s rival
for New York’s open senate seat
found himself under fire after a
photograph of him shaking Pales-
tinian leader Yasser Arafat’s hand
two years ago resurfaced.

The photograph, which
appeared in Sunday’s New York
Post, was taken by a White House
photographer in 1998 when Rep.
Rick lLazio visited the Mideast
with President Clinton and other
U.S. officials.

Lazio, the Repubhcan Senate'

Clinton, for hugging Arafat’ s wife
after she delivered a contentious
speech last year.

“Be careful when you start
throwing stones,” said state
Assemblyman Dov Hikind, D-
Brooklyn, an Orthodox Jew who
has not yet made an endorsement
in the Senate race.

“Everyone in my community
and beyond is shocked as to why
he embraced Yasser Arafat so
warmly. Rick Lazio has avoided
defining himself,” Hikind said.
“He’s done nothing other than
saying T'm not Hillary Clinton.’
Now he’s being defined by this
handshake and he’s got a big

ﬁrobtem.

dent Chnton s impromptu hand—
shake with Cuban President
Fidel Castro.

“We Cater to the Busy Family”
2311 College Avenue
574-2000
M-Tu- W-Th-Night
4.7 pm

Thiec Week:

Hamburger Cabbage Texas Tater Tot Chicken Spaghetti
Green Chili Chicken Lasagna  Broceoli & Rice Banana Pudding

NOW OPEN WEDNESDAY NIGHT ,
LARGE SELECTION OF FROZEN CASSEROLES

One Year Annivercary Celebration
Bring the Ad for $1 Off Any Casserole

Your Tires Should
Be Full Of It...

Genuine 3t Carpenter
Polyurathane

Huntin‘g
Vehicles &
Jeeps

Pumped Into the tire through its valve stem, Amco's patented®, iquid
polyurethane flatproofing polymer replaces all of the air and cures o a
resilent, synthefic rubber core in 24 hours. I completely efiminates flats. R
works in any lire with a sound casing. R works in the most adverse weather
conditions; Amco flatproofing has been tested to 70° F below zero by the

University of Alaska. Rt works o keep your equipment working.
Amco Flatproofing Is available in three grades o meet your

particular load, ride and traction needs.
¢ RePneu® ror meduun defiection,
best for most conditions.
® sml'ﬂtl. For maxinum deflechon,
approximates an air-filled ride.
* HevwiDuty” ror minionan deflection |
under heavy loads.

Tom’s Marine and
Chemical Pump

Sales & Service, Inc.
315 Coliseum Drive 573-6562
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