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Wife of former-GISD superintendent arrested
Maudine D’Laine Young held on felony charge for illegal conduct with student

By Tyler White, Meredith Moriak

and James Cannon

Midland Reporter-Telegram

Greenwood ISD officials claim they didn’t have any
evidence of illegal conduct between
former Curriculum Director Maudine
D’Laine Young and a student before
accepting her resignation and entering
into a $79,000 settlement and release of

claims on June 19.

Young, wife of former Superintendent
Robert Doug Young, was arrested around
noon Monday in Wise County on charg-
es of improper relationship between an

educator and student.

degree felony charge.

“We had no evidence of illegal conduct at the time of
their departure,” said Aniel Elliott, who was appointed
GISD’s interim superintendent following Doug Young's

departure.

She 1s being held on a $50,000 bond for the second-

In a statement released to the media, Elliott said,
“GISD will fully cooperate with law enforcement. At this
time, we decline to make further comments and direct
you to law enforcement with your questions.”

Precinct 2 Justice of the Peace Judge David Cobos
1ssued an arrest warrant for D’Laine Young on Sept. 19.
The warrant was then turned over to the Lone Star Fugi-
tive Task Force. The task force, with the help of the U.S.
Marshals office in Wise County, executed the warrant and

of the Wise County Shentt’s Otfice.

A former GISD student made the complaint to the

Midland County Shentf’s Office on June 15. The former
student said the relationship took place between 2009 and
2011. according to a shenft’s office news release ob-

tained by the Reporter-Telegram

arrested Young in Wise County. She remains in custody

Young othcially has been charged with “engaging 1n
sexual contact. sexual intercourse and deviate sexual
intercourse with a male student whom was enrolled at
Greenwood High School.” the documents stated

The Reporter-Telegram does not release the identity of
an alleged victim of sexual abuse.

Midland County deputies responded to the 1000 block
of East County Road 109 on June 15 to speak with the

Please see GISD/2A

EARCHING FOR WOR

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

Eli Morales of The Home Depot shakes hands with a prospective applicant at a job fair sponsored by the Midland Reporter-Telegram on Monday

at Midiland Center.

Businesses representing a variety of busi-
nesses filled 37 booths in Midland Center for
the Reporter-Telegram’s fall Career Fair.

Who was there?

National retailers such as Home Depot,
Lowes, Old Navy and Starbucks were repre-
sented, along with local retailers such as Alon
USA, which was seeking sales associates as

Career fair summary

well as store managers for its local 7-Eleven
stores.

instant opportunities
Chris Robin with Mazda of Midiand and Sky
Mazda of Odessa reported he was in urgent
need of detailers and lot attendants at both

dealerships. He has two openings in Midiand
and one in Odessa, each paying $14 an hour.

Robert Half representatives said they had
already signed up eight candidates in the first
90 minutes of the job fair.

Coming from California
Preferred Personnel noted that a number
of attendees they spoke with had just moved
to the area or relocated with their spouse,
including many relocating from California.

Pioneer presents UTPB with $300,000 for engineering

By Meredith Moriak

mmoriak@mrt.com

ODESSA — UT Permian Basin Presi-
dent David Watts expects enrollment in
UTPB’s petroleum engineering program
to continue booming thanks to a three-
year $300,000 donation received from
Pioneer Natural Resources on Monday.

“We are so grateful for your support,
which will help the program in a vanety
of ways,” said Watts to Mack Duck-

Sunny
92/66

 Get your complete
forecast on 58

Energy prices

WTI Fulwree $102.33 v+ $0.54
WHiPoshed 59050 * $1.00
WISPostad 59748 ¥ $1.00
Natural Gas $3.500 v $0.029
Gasoline $3.178 ¥ 50.024

Business 6C | Classified 1D | Comics 7C | Dear Abby 58 | Lottery 2A | Obituaries 2B | Puzzles 5B | Sports 1€ | TV 3B

worth, Pioneer’s engineering training
and development senior manager who
presented the check to UTPB
administrators.

UTPB is one of six universities
Pioneer invests in financially, and Watts
said the donation will give the three-
year-old petroleum engineering program
an “enormous boost.”

Pioneer has historically supported and
recruited from Texas A&M University,
UT Austin, the University of Oklahoma,

1,500 pilots

Over the next five years,

will be hired by American
More on

Texas Tech University, the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology and the
Colorado School of Mines, but has opted
to drop Colorado School of Mines to
instead support UTPB, Duckworth said.
“We need young engineers in Mid-
land, Texas. Currently, we have about 10
out here and we would like to see that
increase,  Duckworth said. “For some
of the young people who have never

Please see UTPB/2A

Coming Wednesday

Today in West Texas Living

Bob Fu of ChinaAid releases a new book.

| See the selections of the Lee Wall of Honor.

MOTOR

unvells
plan for

revised SH 191
corridor

By Joseph Basco

Jbasco@mrt.com

The State Highway 191 Comdor and
Sub-Area Plan has been revised to ac-
commodate the diverse new development
In the area.

The long-term plan. which has been
on the Midland Odessa Transportation
Organization’s agenda since at least 201 1.
has always called for a mixture of back-
age roads along SH 191. artenal roads.
collector streets. bike and pedestrian
trails from the eastern end of Odessa to
the western border of Midland. But what
has changed from its July 2012 vaniant 1s
change in “land use strategies.” as named
by Edmond Haas. with consulting firm
Freese and Nichols.

Haas explained the initial study called
for a “corndor plan— along SH 191.
but then a need for a “sub-area plan™
emerged as the stakeholders of the area
between the two cities — namely groups
such as the cities of Midland and Odessa
and the counties of Midland and Ector
— gave 1nput to all the new development
coming along the cormdor. Many resi-
dential subdivisions. industnial and office
facilities are among the new develop-
ments that have formed or will be formed
in the area between both cities.

But the most drastic hew development
that MOTOR did not anticipate 1n July
2012 was a spaceport at Midland Interna-
tional Airport for California-based private
aerospace company XCOR.

“XCOR 1s a new land use that wasn't
envisioned that wasn’t part of that initial
land strategy around the airport.” Haas
said. “Previously we had industnal or |
airport type uses. now we have aerospace
activity there and maybe some changing
dynamics with some of the land uses that
they need to support their operation.”

New roads suggested by the plan since
2012 include backage roads that run
parallel to SH 191 like the frontage roads
but are two-way. Cameron Walker. MO-
TOR executive director. said the two-way
roads will save drivers time by eliminat-

Please see PLAN/2A

Daily $1, Sunday $2

T
|
1
|
1T
1 B
|
i |
§
|
i
1
11

16364700001




PAGE 2A

TODAY IN p

improvement project
public meeting

The city of Midiand will be hosting
a public meeting to present concep-
tual designs of the Bnarwood Avenue
Roadway Improvemeqt-Project from
Holiday Hill Road to Avalon. The
meeting is 7 p.m. Thursday at the
Bush Tennis Center, 5700 Briarwood
Ave

The project will result in widening
and extending Briarwood Avenue,
with curbing along both sides. Resi-
dents will*have a chance to provide
nput and to speak directly with the

engineers.

B A fundraising garage sale for
Peeps and Creeps is planned for 8
a.m.-noon Saturday at A to Z Veten-
nary Clinic, 8535 W. Highway 158.
The event includes a pet costume
contest. ‘

Garage sale donations and $10
contest entry fee may be dropped of-
at the clinic. For more information,
call 520-8387 or 640-7578.

B Permian Basin Mensa, the
local chapter of the international High
IQ Society, is to offer membership
testing 5:30 p.m. Oct. 21 at Midland
County Public Library Centennial
branch.

Preregistration is required. For
more information or 1o make a res-
ervation, call 889-6858. Test takeres
must bring photo identification.

- Candidates must receive a testing
voucher from the American Mensa
website — (hitps://www.us. mensa.

. org/join/testing/testingvoucher/) — or
contact the proctor to make other ar-
rangements in advance of testing.

B Pink the Park, a tnbute to those
affected by breast cancer, is 3-5 p.m.
Sunday at Windlands Park. Pink flags
are available for $25 each. Proceeds
will benefit organizations that support
Dreast cancer patients.

For more information, call 940-
PINK or email fos02@ aol.com.

B The George W. Bush Child-
hood Home monthly reading event
s planned for 4:30-5:30 p.m. Oct.

17. This month's featured book IS
“Pumpkin Cat.”

Each child will receive a copy
of the book. Refreshments will be
served. To make a reservation, call
685-1112.

Club meetings,
support groups today

B Survivors of sexual abuse;
interactive Bible study to help deal
with the consequences of sexual
abuse meets Tuesdays. Child care
available; House of Hope, 570 5935.

@ Midland Chapter of NAMI
(National Alliance on Mental lliness),
7 p.m., First Presbytenan Church
(Koinonoa Room); Judith Craig,
683-3648.

B A confidential peer-to-peer
support gathenng for combat veter-
ans, first, third and fifth Tuesdays at
Midiand College Cogdell Center, 201
Flonda Ave.; Steve Cree, 770-7469.

B Peer to Peer support group for
veterans, active duty, guard, reserves
and thewr famikes, 6 p.m., Permian
Basin Community Center, 401 E.
lllinois Ave., Suite 403; Wil Hog-
gard, 213-5342, willam.hoggard @
wicmhmr.org.

B Parent Quest, for parents of
special-needs children, meets 6-8
p.m., First Christian Church. For
more information, contact Malissa
Roach, SHARE program coordinator,
at 349-1069.

B Classic Movie Club, 7 p.m.,
Cigar Frog's, 216 N. Main St.; 687-
1671,

B Permian Basin Dance Club.,
7:30 p.m., St. Stephen’s Catholic
Church; cost is $5 for members, $6
for non-members; 520-4343.

@ Midiand Optimist Club, noon,
Abuelo’s, 4610 N. Garfield St
685-7486.

@ Tall City VFW Post 7208, 1303
E. Taylor, bingo games 7 p.m.

Happy birthday

Albert Zubia, of Midland, owner
of Majestic Petroleum Services LLC,
turns 34 today.

If you would like to submit a
birthday or anniversary for publica-
tion, please send the information to
news@mrt.com.

Lottery

Pick 3 morning: 9-8-5

Pick 3 day: 6-9-1

Pick 3 evening: 3-4-4

Pick 3 night: 5-4-3

Daily 4 morning: 3-6-1-9

Daily 4 day: 8-1-5-1

Daily 4 evening: 7-6-1-9

Daily 4 night: 0-0-9-0

Cash Five: 4-5-16-29-36

Texas Two Step: 5-7-9-34 BB: 20

All or Nothing (morning): 1-2-5-
6-7-8-9-10-12-14-21-23

All or Nothing (day): 2-3-4-5-7-
10-11-14-15-17-20-24

All or Nothing (evening): 1-2-3-
5-8-9-10-12-14-16-20-24

All or Nothing (night): 1-2-3-4-5-
10-11-12-14-15-18-20

Today in history

Today is Tuesday, Oct. 1, the
274th day of 2013. There are 91 days
left in the year.

Today's highlight:

On Oct. 1, 1908, Henry Ford
introduced his Model T automobile to
the market.

On this date:

In 1932, Babe Ruth of the New
York Yankees made his supposed
called shot, hitting a home run
against Chicago's Charlie Root in
the fifth inning of Game 3 of the
World Series, won by the New York
Yankees 7-5 at Wrigley Field.

In 1961, Roger Maris, of the New
York Yankees, hit his 61st home run
dunng a 162-game season, com-
pared to Babe Ruth’s 60 home runs
during a 154-game season. (Tracy
Stallard of the Boston Red Sox gave
up the round-tripper; the Yankees
won 1-0)

. The Associated Press

oA
Tid

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

SAVING A LIFE
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Midland emergency personnel work to free a man trapped in his vehicle after a crash at the inter-
section of Highway 191 and FM1788 on Monday.

uTPB

From 1A

A s ey

lived in Midland, they get
surprised when they come
out here and so we have
decided that with the won-
derful program you have
here, that we’ll attempt to
hire young people from
UTPB to stay with their
communities.”

Pioneer owns more
than 900,000 acres in the
Spraberry Wolfcamp and
with the intent to develop
it, Duckworth said the
company is in need of
petroleum engineers who
want to live in and make
the Permian Basin home.

A majority of UTPB
students have a real-life
understanding of how the
industry works and many
hold part-time jobs at o1l or
service companies, Duck-
worth said.

“That experience and
exposure puts them ahead
of other students,” he said.

UTPB’s petroleum
engineering program began

From 1A

former Greenwood student.
according to the arrest war-
rant athdavit.

The former student, now
23. said that when he was
a senior in high school,
D’Laine Young called
him to her office. closed
the door and began Kkiss-
ing him. He said that on
another date, Young texted
him and asked him to meet
her in the parking lot of the
former Luby’s Cafetena.
They met and drove to an
unknown oil field lease
road off North Highway
349 and engaged in sexual
activity, according to the
afhidavit.

On another unknown
date, the man said Young
called and texted him all
that day and evening. He
said D’Laine Young picked
him up in the early morn-
ing hours from his parents’
residence and drove to an

- unknown lease that led to

a pump jack on Farm-to-
Market Road 307 where
they engaged in sexual
Intercourse.

Phone records between
the alleged victim and
D’Laine Young were
subpoenaed and indicated
several phone calls and text
messages supported the
man’s accusations. accord-
ing to the report.

If convicted, Young
could face up to 20 years
in prison. As of press
time Monday, Young. 46.
remained 1in Wise County
custody on a $50.000
bond.

The Young
family’s departure
from Greenwood ISD

GISD trustees unani-
mously voted to release
Doug and D’Laine Young
from their contracts on
June 19, citing the need for
a new direction.

“We just came to an
amicable decision to go
separate ways, said GISD
Board President Cody
Mebane in June. “After
discussions with both
(Doug and D’Laine) we
felt this was the best option
for both parties. We wish
them the best.”

At the time, M¢bane
said he was unaware of
any open investigations
concerning the Youngs.

With one year left on
D’Laine Young's $79,000
annual contract and three
years on Doug Young’s
$116,745 contract, GISD
would have been contrac-
tually obkgated'to pay

UT Permian Basin President David Watts thanks Mack Duck-
worth, Pioneer Natural Resources’ engineering training and
development senior manager, for a $300,000 gift to UTPB's
petroleum engineering program Monday morning on the Odessa
campus.

in fall 2011 and currently
enrolls about 250 stu-
dents. more than any other
engineering discipline at
UTPB. Watts said.
Duckworth said it 1s
Pioneer's intent to hire
young UTPB graduates

March 4: Trustees opt not
to extend Superintendent
Doug Young's contract.

April 6: Doug Young
named lone finalist for super-
intendent job in Pilot Point
ISD, according to board
minutes.

April 7: Doug Young noti-
fies PPISD trustees he will
not accept the job, according
to the Pilot Point Post-Signal.

April 8: Trustees opt not
to renew D’Laine Young's
contract, though they did
renew the other 11 adminis-
trative contracts considered
that evening.

June 10: Trustees
reassign D’Laine Young to
assistant pnncipal post at
Brooks Middle School follow-
ing closed session.

June 14: Trustees meet
with Board Attormey Dennis
Eichelbaum in closed session.

June 15: Former GISD
student contacts the Midland
County Sheriff's Office

and alleges an improper
relationship between him and

D’Laine Young.

June 18: Investigators
interview former student to
obtain details of the alleged
relationship.

June 19: Trustees
unanimously approved a

the Youngs a combined
$429.235. had the couple
not decided to voluntarily
resign from their positions.

However, by reaching a
separation agreement with
the Youngs. trustees paid
out only 45 percent of the
contract obligations. As-
sistant Superintendent of
Finance David McCulloch
told the board in July.

The Youngs™ administra-
tive contracts were last re-
newed in 2012, when Doug
Young’'s was extended
through June 30, 2016 and
D’Laine Young's through
June 30. 2014, according
to meeting minutes. It 1s
customary for superinten-
dents and administrators to
be on multi-year contracts.

On March 4, trustees
opted not to take action in
extending Doug Young'’s
superintendent contract
and on April 8 chose not
to renew D’Laine Young's
contract, though they did
renew the other 11 admin-
istrative contracts consid-
ered that evening, accord-
ing to meeting minutes.

Later that month,
D’Laine Young was moved
from curriculum director
to the position of Brooks
Middle School assistant
principal.

- Doug Young emailed
the following statement to
the Reporter-Telegram on
June 20: .

who would like to build
their careers in the Permian
Basin.

“We recently talked with
many UTPB students and |
was amazed with the qual-
ity of young people in the
program.” Duckworth said.

settiement and release of
claims for Doug and D’Laine

Young. They also appointed
GHS Principal Ariel Elliott as
interim superintendent.

June 20: Doug Young
emails the Reporter-Tele-
gram calling their departure
an “amicable agreement.”

June 29: Terms of the
separation agreements are
made public. The couple was
paid a combined $195,000
for leaving the district, Doug
Young was paid $116,000
and D'Laine Young was paid
her full contract amount of
$79,000.

Sept. 18: GISD trustees
voted to begin the search for
a new superintendent and
hired education consultant
and former Grady ISD Su-
perintendent Johnny Tubb to
coordinate the search.

Sept. 19: Precinct 2
Justice of the Peace Judge
David Cobos issued an
arrest warrant for D'Laine
Young.

Monday: D’Laine Young
was arrested around noon on
charges of improper relation-
ship between an educator
and student. Young, 46, is
being held on a $50,000

bond for the second-degree
felony charge.

“After careful consider-
ation by the GISD Board
of Trustees and myself, we
all came to the conclusion
that a new direction was
needed for GISD. D’Laine
and I are greatly apprecia-
tive to the community of
Greenwood for the six
years we were here. | wish
the students, staff, and all
of the Greenwood commu-
nity nothing but the best in
the future. | have no hard
feelings toward anyone in
Greenwood. This was an
amicable agreement and
| support and respect the
decision of the Board.”

GISD trustees hired
Doug Young in July 2007
to replace Glenn Barber,
who left Greenwood
ISD for Pilot Point ISD
after serving nine years as
superintendent, accord-
ing to Reporter-Telegram
archives.

D’Laine Young has a
bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology from Angelo State
University and a master’s
in educational administra-
tion from Lubbock Chris-
tian University, according
to her LinkedIn profile.

Before becoming a
member of Greenwood’s
curriculum department —
she was appointed director
in 2008 — she worked one
year as agreading coach in
Brownfi€ld ISD.

Mldland County

By Tyler White

twhite@mrt.com

The Midland County Sheriff’s Office released the name
of a man who was found dead Sunday night in a sem-
trailer in southwest Midland. County.

Carlos Polanco Cazares, 59, of Odessa, was pro-
nounced dead at 10 p.m. by Billy Johnson, Precinct 3

justice of the peace

Midland County Sheriff Gary Painter said Cazares’ co-
workers saw him sitting in a semi-trailer and thought he
was fine. When they checked on him 30 minutes later —
at about 8:50 p.m. — they noticed he was unconscious,

Painter said.

The"men were working at a hydraulic fracturing site |
near Farm-to-Market Road 1788 and Farm-to-Market
Road 1787, according to Ken Whiting, Midland Fire

Department battalion chief.

An autopsy has been requested; foul play is not sus-
pected in Cazares’ death, Painter said.

LOCALBRIEFS

FROM STAFF REPORTS
W iailed on  he and some coworkers
Lo, Wonn ith were drinking at Riley’s
charge of DWI wit Bar and Grill when Wad-
child in vehicle dell became “embroiled in

A Colorado woman was
arrested Friday for drunken
driving with a child in the
vehicle, according to court
documents.

Shelby Nicole Roop, 22,
of Woodland Park, Colo.,
is being held on a $40,000
bond for
state jail
felony
charges
of driving
while
INntoxi-
cated with
a child
under 15
years of
age and
abandoning or endanger-
ing a child with criminal
negligence.

A Department of Public
Safety trooper responded
to a crash sometime before
8 p.m. Friday in Midland
County.

The drniver. Roop. was
standing with a small child
next to her. The trooper
said the woman displayed
signs of intoxication. He
conducted a field sobriety
test, which he said Roop
failed.

Roop imtially demied
having consumed any
alcohol. but later told the
trooper she drank four
mixed alcoholic beverages
before getting behind the
wheel, according to the
arrest affidavit.

A witness said Roop
poured out a beer by the
driver’s-side door after
crashing her vehicle.

The affidavit states that
the child was under 15
years of age.

If convicted. Roop faces
up to two years in prison
for each charge.

MPD: North Dakota

man convicted in
aggravated assault

Roop

A North Dakota man
was arrested Saturday for
assaulting a coworker after
a visit to
a Midland
bar, ac-
cording to
| his arrest
affidavit.

James
Phinn
Wad-
dell, 40,
of South
Fargo,
N.D.. is being held on a
$100.000 bond for a sec-
ond-degree felony charge
of aggravated assault with
a deadly weapon.

A Midland police officer
responded to the assault at
about 12:50 a.m. Saturday
at the Luxury Inn, 3101
Bankhead Highway.

The alleged victim said

Pu" -

From 1A

Waddell

ing the need to U-turn at
the next exit miles away if
one intends to travel back
in the opposite direction.

But the many proposed
roads, Haas said, are
merely a long-term vision
that may become a reality
20 years from now.

As for funding a par-
ticular project, Walker said
MOTOR will discuss with
the respective partners
— the cities, counties or

#he Texas Department of

¥

a physical altercation.” The
work crew was asked to
leave the bar.

Waddell and the al-
leged victim were walk-
ing to the Luxury Inn
and became involved in a
verbal altercation. Waddell
then struck the man in the
mouth with a closed fist.
He then grabbed a steel-
handled rake, removed
the rake head and swung
at the man’s head. The
rake struck a stucco wall
and then grazed the man’s
head, according to the
report.

The man said he be-
lieved Waddell was trying
to kill him.

If convicted, Waddell
faces up to 20 years in
prison.

Police search for
man in stabbing

Police are searching for
a suspect in the stabbing
of two people outside the
bar at the DoubleTree
by Hilton Hotel over the
weekend.

Midland Police and Fire
departments responded
at about 1:40 a.m. Sun-
day to reports of multiple
stabbing victims at the
downtown hotel. located 1n
the 100 block of West Wall
Street.

One man and one
woman were found with
knife wounds and were
transported to Midland
Memorial Hospital with
minor injuries, according
to a press release from the
city’s public information
officer.

Witnesses told police
that the suspect had been
approached by the two In-
dividuals after the suspect
had “grabbed™ the female
in the hotel’s bar. The male
initiated a physical con-
frontation with the suspect
in the hallway outside the
bar. The suspect was struck
several times and knocked
to the ground. He then
pulled a knife and cut the
male approximately five
times, according to the
release.

The female attempted to
engage the suspect and was
cut on her arm.

Patrons and friends
attempted to chase the
suspect, who fled the scene
heading south.

The suspect was de-
scribed as a bald, heavy-set
Hispanic male about 6
feet tall, according to the
release. He was wearing a
white T-shirt, black pants
and a gold chain.

Transportation — that will
be affected by the

construction.

Haas denied that this
was part of a plan to merge
the cities of Midland and
Odessa, saying that while
both are growing toward
each other, the “growth
strategies” of each respec-
tive entity are being treated
on an individual basis,
but yet collectively in the
‘Midessa sub-area.

“It’s a key area.for both
communities,” Haas said. -
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Once infertile,

woman gives birth

Associated Press

NEW YORK — A
30-year-old infertile
woman gave birth after
sufgeons removed her
ovaries and re-implanted -

tissue they treated in a lab,

researchers report.

The experimental tech-
nique was only tried in a
small group of Japanese
women with a specific kind
of infertility problem, but
scientists hope it can also
help women in their early
40s who have trouble get-
ting pregnant because of
their age.

The new mother gave
birth to a son in Tokyo last
December, and she and
the child continue to be
healthy, said Dr. Kazuhiro
Kawamura of the St. Man-
anna University School
of Medicine in Kawa-
saki, Japan. He and others
describe the technique in
a report published online
Monday by the Proceed-
ings of the National Acad-
emy of Sciences.

The mother, who was
not identified, had been
diagnosed with primary
ovarian insufficiency,
an uncommon form of
infertility sometimes called
premature menopause. It
appears in about 1 percent
of women of childbearing
age. The cause of most
cases is unknown, but the
outcome is that the ovary
has trouble producing
eggs.

That leaves women with
only a 5 percent to 10
percent chance of hav-
ing a baby unless they get
treated. The standard treat-
ment is using donor eggs.

After the experimental
procedure, Kawamura
and colleagues were able
to recover eggs from five
of their 27 patients. One
woman went on to have a
miscarrage, one did not
get pregnant, and two more
have not yet attempted
pregnancy, Kawamura said
In an email.

The approach differs
from what has been done
to preserve fertility in
some cancer patients,
who had normal ovarian
tissue removed and stored
while they underwent
cancer treatments, and
then put back. The new
work involved ovaries that
were failing to function
normally.

In the ovary, eggs mature
in structures called fol-
licles. For women with the
condition the new study
targeted, the follicles are
either missing or fail-
ing to produce eggs. The
experimental treatment
was designed to stimulate
dormant follicles.

First, the women's
ovaries were removed and
cut into strips, which were
frozen. Later the strips
were thawed and cut into
tiny cubes, a step intended
to stimulate maturation
of the follicles. Then the
cubes were treated with

after surgery

drugs to stimulate further
development of the fol-
licles. Cubes were then
transplanted just under the
surface of the women'’s fal-
lopian tubes.

Within six months, clgh

.women showed signs of

follicle maturation, and «
five of them produced
eggs for fertilization in the
lab with their husbands’
sperm. The fertihized

eggs were grown into
early embryos, which
were frozen for preserva-
tion. In the three attempts
at pregnancy, one or two
embryos were implanted in
the women.

The researchers found
that half the 27 patients
had no follicles at all,
which meant the treatment
could not help them, said
Aaron Hsueh of Stanford
University, senior author
of the study. He also said
researchers hope to find a
way to stimulate follicles
without removing the
ovaries. .

Dr. Sherman Silber of
the Infertility Center of
St. Louis criticized the
approach, saying he has
had success by using drugs
rather than surgery to treat
the condition. He also dis-
agreed with the research-
ers’ explanation for why
their treatment worked.

Some other experts said
treatment with drugs often
does not work.

The new results, experts
cautioned, must be viewed
as preliminary.

“It shows a lot of prom-
ise (but) I don’t think it’s
even close to being ready”
for routine use, said Dr.
Mark Sauer of the Colum-
bia University Medical
Center in New York. Dr.
Amber Cooper of Wash-
ington University in St.
Louis called the technique
“very much an experimen-
tal method.”

The reported efficiency
1s very low, and the pos-
sible health nsk to babies
born from the method 1s
unknown, said David Al-
bertini of the University of
Kansas Medical Center.

“One success does not
mean we have a treatment.

.. Stay tuned,” he said.

He and others were
also skeptical of the re-
searcher’s suggestion that
the procedure would help
women between ages 40
and 45. Eggs from women
of that age often show ge-
netic abnormalities, many
of which would prevent a
live birth, said Dr. Marcelle
Cedars of the University
of California, San Fran-
cisco Medical Center.
Stimulating egg production
wouldn’t overcome that
problem, she said.

Kawamura released a
photo of himself holding
the newborn shortly after
he delivered him. He said
the mother hopes to have
another child with one of
the frozen embryos in stor-
age from her treatment.
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§C HICAGO sleepmg alcme in a crib.
That was up from about 7
More babies shar? percent in 1993, and the in-
parents’ beds despite  crease was mainly among
SIDS risks blacks and Hispanics.

The government’s latest
infant bed-sharing numbers
show a troubling trend: the
percentage of U.S. babies
sleeping with parents
or another child more
than doubled since the
early 1990s, despite public
health messages linking
the practice with sudden
infant death syndrome.

Nearly 14 percent of
adults, mostly mothers,
surveyed in 2010 said their
infants usually shared a
bed, either with parents or
another child, instead of
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Bed-sharing was most
common among blacks;
nearly one-third of those
surveyed said their infants
usually shared a bed.

“That’s a concern because
we know that blacks are at
increased risk for SIDS,”
said study co-author Manan
Willinger of the National
Institute of Child Health and
Human Development.
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Health insurance application is work-heavy

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Getting
covered under President Barack
Obama’s health care law might
take you more than one sitting. In a
media preview Monday, it felt hike a
cross between doing your taxes and
making an important purchase that
requires research.

“Nothing like this has ever existed
before,” said Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Kathleen Sebelius.

You’ll need accurate income
information for your household, plus
some understanding of how health
insurance works, so you can get the
financial assistance you qualify for
and pick a health plan that’s right for

“your needs.

The process involves federal agen-
cies electronically verifying your
identity, citizenship and income, and
you have to sign that you are provid-
ing truthful information, subject to
perjury laws.

You heard it was going to be like
buying airline tickets online? Not
quite. But even if it tiggers some
anxiety, it’s not the government
poking into your medical records, as
“Obamacare” foes have suggested.

After state health insurance mar-
kets open today, people who don’t
have health care on the job can apply
online, via a call center, in person or
by mail. Trained helpers are sup-
posed to be available, but there may
not be enough of them 1in every state.
Foreign language interpreters are
available through the call centers.

The main steps are:

B Identify yourself and your fam-
ily members.

B Provide current information on
income, jobs and any available health
insurance options.

B Learn how much financial as-
sistance you re entitled to.

B Shop for a health plan and
enroll.

Many people will qualify for tax
credits to help buy a private insur-
ance plan. The government will send
money directly to your insurer, and
you’ll make arrangements to pay any
remaining premium.

The poor and near-poor will be
steered to Medicaid in states that
agree to expand that program.

Here's an overview of what to
expect applying online, with tips:

Go to healthcare.gov and click on
“Get Insurance.” The site has links
to every state market. You'll set up
an account and password. You'll
provide your contact information and
the best way to reach you.

Tip — Treat your password like a
bank account or credit card
password.

Now you can tackle the actual ap-
plication. You’ll need birth dates and

This Sept. 11 photo shows the federal
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government form for applying for heaith cover-

age, in Washington. Getting covered through President Barack Obama’s health care
law might feel like a combination of doing your taxes and making a big purchase that

requires research.

Social Security numbers for yourself
and other family members listed on
your federal tax return.

You’ll also be asked if you're a
citizen. Legal immigrants will need
their immigration documents.

Tip — You don’t have to plow
through the entire application at
once. You can save your work and
come back later.

Next, you’ll be asked about
Income.

You may need your most recent tax
return, pay stubs and details on other
kinds of income, such as alimony,
pensions and rents. You can still ap-
ply if you haven't filed a tax return.
You’ll also be asked about access to
health insurance through your job.
You may be required to take that
insurance if available.

Your personal and income details
will be routed through a new govern-
ment entity called the data services
hub, which will ping agencies like
Social Security, Homeland Secunty
and the Internal Revenue Service for
verification. The feds will also rely
on a major private credit report-
ing company to verify income and
employment.

How smoothly all this works 1s
one of the big unknowns. It could get
tedious if discrepancies take time to
resolve.

Tip — Provide the most accurate
estimate of your expected income
for 2014. Lowball the number, and
you might see a smaller tax refund
in 2015. Overestimate and you won'’t
get as big a tax credit now.

Most people applying will qualify
for a tax credit to help pay premi-
ums. The credits are based on your
income and keyed to the premium
for a benchmark plan known as the

“second-lowest cost silver plan” in
your area.

With your tax credit, you can
finally shop for insurance. Be aware
that you’ll probably have to live with
your decision until the next annual
enrollment penod.

You’ll have up to four levels of
coverage to consider: bronze, silver,
gold and platinum. Plans at every
“metal level” cover the same benefits
and have a cap of $6,350 a year in
out-of-pocket expenses for an indi-
vidual, $12,700 for families.

Bronze plans generally have the
lowest premiums, but cover only 60
percent of medical costs on average.
Policyholders will pay the differ-
ence, up to the annual out of pocket
cap. Platinum plans have the highest
premiums, but cover 90 percent of
costs. Young adults up to age 30 can
pick a skinny “catastrophic” plan —
but you can’t use your tax credit on a
catastrophic plan.

Tip — Make sure your doctors
and hospitals are in the plan you
pick. You’ll have to check the plan’s
own website, or better still, call your
doctor.

Tip — Your share of the premium
could be lower — even zero — if
you apply your tax credit to a bronze
plan. It’s because the credit is keyed
to the cost of a silver plan, which 1s
generally more expensive.

Tip — Check if you are eligible
for “cost-sharing subsidies,” 1n ad-
dition to your tax credit. Extra help
with out-of-pocket costs is available
to people with modest incomes. But
only with a silver plan.

Head spinning”?

“Obamacare” is finally here.

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A
biotech drug from Roche
has become the first
medicine approved to
treat breast cancer before
surgery, offering an earlier
approach against one of
the deadliest forms of the

disease. Perjeta to treat breast can-  to taking the drug. Genen-
The Food and Drug cer that has spread to other  tech, based in South San
Administration approved parts of the body after Francisco, Calif., has al-

Perjeta for women witha ~ SUIEETY: ready enrolled about 4,800
The FDA granted the patients in the follow-up

form of early-stage breast
cancer who face a high
risk of having their cancer
spread to other parts of the
body.

Surgery to remove
tumors is usually the first
step in treating most forms
of cancer. Perjeta is the
first drug to be approved as
a pre-surgical step.

Doctors hope that using
cancer drugs earlier could
help shrink tumors, making
them easier to remove.

In some cases, that could
allow women to keep their
breasts, rather than having
a full mastectomy. Doctors
also said that treating the
disease at its earliest stages
could prevent tumors from
returning later, though
studies have not yet estab-
lished that benefit.

“By making effective
therapies available to high-
risk patients in the earliest
disease setting, we may
delay or prevent cancer
recurrences,” said FDA's
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drug accelerated approval
for its new use based on

a study showing women
who received the drug as
an initial treatment were
more likely to be cancer-
free 12 weeks later than
women who received
older drug combinations.
Accelerated approval is re-
served for drugs that show
groundbreaking results for
treating life-threatening

FDA approves pre-surgical cancer drug

Dr. Richard Pazdur, who
directs the agency’s office
of cancer products.
Cancer specialists al-
ready use several chemo-
therapy drugs as initial
treatments for cancer,
but they are not formally
approved for the use. The
FDA originally approved

ed in 2016.

survival.
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