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MISD report: Alcohol, pot use
pically begin before teenage years

Editor's note: Midiand ISD has made the Texas Academi
Parformance Report avadable This is another arficle using

normaton from that report

By Stewart Doreen

nfl el mrt (v

| he average age of "first use  for Midland ISD) students

using maryuana or alcohol 1s age |12

I ot intormMmaltun i1s 1,"'.1" '

A puhlu hcarmg on 1is :“”‘r 17

il the district s “Safe and

| nug-free Schools Surnvey, which can be found in the dis
t s Annual Performance Report. [The district wall host

performance report today

durning the board s regularly scheduled meeting, which 1s

use

slated 1o begin at 530 p.m. at the auditonum of Bowe
Fine Arts Academy, K95 Elk Ave

I'he drug survey, conducted by Paimer Drug Abuse
Program, took into account student use of alcohol,
tobacco and marjuana Information included percentage
of students using alcohol, tobacco or manjuana i the last
30 davs, during the last year and the age of first use

e survey showed 31 percent of students surveyed
used alcohol 1n the last 30 days, 48 percent used alcohol
dunng the past year, and 12 was the average age of first

Fourteen percent of students surveyed used cigarettes
during the past 10 days, 20 percent used cigarettes during
the past vear, and |3 was the average age of first use

IODaCCo

— = s

DME ON
THE RANGE

4

James DurbinReporter Telegram

Ally Outdoors facility is shown Saturday. See the
slideshow of photos and review of Midland’s newest
shooting range at mrt.com.

Rash of retirements triggers Texas political bonanza

By Will Weilssert

A cvon wateed Prexs

ALSTIN
bell rmging”
An unusual rash of seven congressio
nal retirements 1s tnggenng a stampede
among anthihous conservatives  and,
gasp, even some Democrats  who see a
rare opportumty for setzng gher-jwofile
office in the state

Frve Republicans and two Democrats in
( ongress have announced that they || be
stepping down next year. Also, the power-
ful GOP speaker of the Texas House and
some of his top heutenants are leaving, in
what seems 1o be more of an actuanal blp
than a sersmuc pohitical shifl

But it's turned what once looked like a
low -wattage off-vear elechon into a polh-
cal spectacie

Hoflﬂhcwulﬁdy n party bal
ance
seats stay in GOP hands rﬂw
upsets, and the Democratic ones look

equally safe. The Texas Legislature will

Is Texas' political dinner

remam solwdly Repubhican-controlled no
matter what

Still, Texas will see a large throng of
conservatives going at each other in a

poltical climate already polarzed by
President Donald Trump. And the U S
may be ntroduced 1o new faces from a
place that lately has been a launching
pad for natonal GOP prominence, while
mmm[hm:ﬂumw
W&Mmﬂum

Iﬂlwﬁlkﬂdmrqrwvuﬂ-l
themselves as consenvatives

represent
really aren't,” said David Balat, a former
CEO who's slready fining early
shots m s bad for the suburban
seat being vacated by retinng Repubhican
lI Ted Poe. “When it comes down
vote, or how they behave, they
dnm-ﬁqlm geared 0
thetr own interest and own longevity ™
Like Poe, set fo retire next are Re-
:lt:- - Sam Johnson subur
Dallas. of Dallas, who
15 term-himited out of his charmanshsp
of the powerful House Fmancial Services

Commuitiee, and San Antonic s Lamar
Smith who s ssmilarly losing the House
Sceence, Space and Technology Commnt
tee ¢ hairmanship

Rep Joe Barton, from Ennis outside
Dallas who ts Texas' most-semor member

longtime
Cireen and ] Paso’'s
Hmtllmmumqmlml S

Sen. Ted Cruz next November
:”lﬁm

Texas has the most opon
Mmhhﬁwyﬁl

6 More than S0
Mnmh;

only two were open in
"

A vacancy m the Legmslature
| mmam_’w

the moderate San A ntomo

Fewer students were using smokeless tobacco. Nine
percent had used smokeless tobacco during the past 30
days, 14 percent used smokeless tobacco duning the past
year, and 14 8 was the average age of first use

Lastly, the report shows | 5 4 percent of students
surveyed used maryuana during the past 30 days (second
only to alcohol), 1 8.3 percent used marjuana during the
past year, and |12 was the average age of first use. That
means the average age of first use for hoth manjuana and
alcohol was lower than either cigarettes or smokeless

The report also indicates there were nine violent or

Please see MISD/ 2 A

Schafersman
declares
candidacy for
county judge

/ roem 1!1# POres

Local scentist Steven Schafersman has
announced his nn for Mdland (ounty
judge. The candidate, who works for area
petroleum and em ron =
mental companies as a
consulting scrennist, sand
he 18 concerned about
ressdents ' future

Schafersman s a long-
time advocate for im-
proved scrence educaton
i Texas public schools In Il
2012, he campaigned for Schafersman
the State Board of Fduca
non's District 15 seat

“When | dad run for state board, | got o
discuss. .. all lhm*ﬂtrmmﬂsﬂmu
education in Texas, and | publicized '
Schafersman sad. 1 can do the same here
in Midiand. | can use it as an effort 10 edu
cale people

Schafersman has filed as a Democratic
candhdate, according t0 a press release He
said the party had success in 201 7 elections
and that he was encouraged 10 enter the
county judge race

“There s an effont all over the state 1o get
Democmts to run for office.” he sad. “The
reason they re domng that s because we
consider 2018 10 be a Democratic vear ™

Schafersman said he plans 10 address
water conservahon locally as well as chro

courses, has lived in

Schafersman was born n Texas and

up i vanous states. He earmed L

and master s degrees from Northern [Thinos

Uneversity and a PhD from Rice University
If elected as county judge, Schafersman

saud he could work with state lawmakers to

nuhccmmhmqﬁnumhndm
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Lance and Stephame Schrmudt pose for a photo with thew children, from left, Stella. Theo and Solo-
mon_ at their home Dec 1. in Okiahoma City The Schmidis have opted for a cosi-shanng ministry
this yoar after they realized thew monthly insurance bill would have more than doubled 10 over

$1 200 and stuck them with an $8 000 deductible for their family of five

Price hikes push
Insurance shoppers
into hard choices

By Tom Murphy

| 8 berle ,[f f‘ﬂ'n {

Margare! | catherwood has eight
choces for health insurance next year but
nn good ophions

I'he cheapest individual coverage avail
able 1n her market would eat up nearly a
quarter of the income her hushand brings
home from the oilhelds

I'he Bryson couple makes too much to
qualify for Affordable Care Act tax credits
that help people buy coverage But they
don 't make enough to comfortably afford
msurance on thewr own, even though Paul
| eatherwood works seven days a week

| hate to put 1t hke thas, but 1t sucks
sard Margaret Leatherwood, who stays at
home and takes care of her grandchildren

s largely middie-class crowd of
shoppers 1s struggling to stay insured
['hey ‘ve weathered years of price hikes
and shrinking msurance chowces with no
help Faced with more pnce increases for
nex! year, they re mulling options outside
nsurance or skipping coverage entirely

a decrsion that could lead 1o a fine for
remaiming unmsured and huge bills of an
emergency hits

I'he sagn-up penod for 201K coverage
¢loses Friday in most states, meaning
shoppers have only a few more days to
find something that squeezes into therr
budgets

| kind of cringe when | am meeting
with those clhients because | don t have a
soluton for them,” sawd Kelly Rector, a
Missourn-based insurance agent

I'he ACA helped chop the L' S un
insured population 41 percent to 2K X
milhon people carlier thas year from 4X 6
mithon m 2010, when 1t became law, a
cording 1o the latest government igures

I'he law expanded Medicand coverage
for the poor and created health nsur
ance marketplaces where people can use
income-based tax credits 1o buy a single
or farmly individual insurance plan i
they don’t get coverage through work
hose subsadies cover part or all of the
ill, capping msurance costs al a percent
age of mcome for those who are eligible
That shields reciprents from price hikes
of 20 percent or more that have hit many
markets

But that help stops abruptly for people
making four hrmes the federal poverty
level or more  around $48.000 for an
ndividual and more than $S98 000 for a
farmily of four

(O the roughly | S milhon people who
bought ACA -comphant ind:vidual insur
ance for thas year, nearly 7 milhon had no
tax credn "tl‘p, accordmng to the Kaser
Family Foundation

Meanwhile, the uninsured rate among
adults who make too much to gualify for
help buying coverage jumped to S percent
this year from 2 percent in 2016, accord
ing to The Commonwealth Fund

Hrokers and health care rescarchers
expect that to climb again, especially for
people with income levels close to the
cutoff for federal help

“It’s not going to be like an on-off
switch where prices get too hgh and
nobody buys coverage,” said ! y Gilhed
of New York Umiversity. “It's more hike a
dnp, drip, dnp.”

The vulnerable lation includes the
seif-employed, small business owners and
those close 10 qualifying for the Medicare
program that covers people age 65 and
over

These customers can face monthly bills

Frem IA

criminal incidents on cam-
puses  These incidents included one
possession of a firearms at Midland High,

one of an 1l knife ot Lee
Hl‘{ hpmho'f'lm
(two at Lee and one at Goddard

weapon
Jumor High), two incidents of

wrth a (one at Goddard and the
at San Jacnto), one aggravated assault

against (Abell
M;‘Lﬂmﬂmﬂ *

(Lee
High and one aggravated rmbbery

that chimb past $2.000 for a famuly plan
and then a big deductible before most con
crage starts. Plus fewer markets thas year
have insurance that comes with a health
savings account, which lets peopie save
for medical expenses before taxes Those
accounts are popular with individual in
surance shoppers who don't get tax credit
help, sand St Lours broker Emily Bremer
| eshe Glogau saxd some of her custom
ers in the Orlando, Flonda area are con
sidering short-term. limited-benefits plans
that are cheaper than AC A -compliant
coverage but can leave them vuinerable 1o
big medical bills Such plans also won 1

stave off the uninsured penalty, which can |

amount to a few thousand dollars depend
INE ON INCOIMC

“People just don't know which way to
furm, {rlngiu savd

Insurance shoppers won 't be fined 1f
they can 't find an affordable option in
their market But gomng uninsured would
still leave them exposed to huge medical
bills

Margaret and Paul | eatherwood wound
up with a limited-benefits plan thas year
but they want better protection 1n case of
a g il She's SK and he just turned 60
ey re weighing joiming a medical cost
sharing mimistry for next year

Mhese mimstnies are not insurance, but
they allow people to band together to
share expenses, often by making monthly
payments They can be cheaper than regu
lar coverage, and belonging to one allows
customers 1o escape the AC A penalty for
remaimning uninsured

Such arrangements usually come with
restrictions or gualificabhons. For instance,
participants may not be allowed to use

tobacco, and there might be limits on help |

for medical condittons that existed before
the customer signed up

“That s really the only ophion we have
that ‘s going to cover anything,” Margaret
|_catherwood sawd

{Lance and Stephame Schmdt bought
farmily coverage in the individual insur
ance market for years because they don 't
get employer - sponsored coverage through
Lance’s dental practice. But the Okla-
homa City couple opted for a cost-shanng
ministry this vear after they realized the
monthly mnsurance bill for their family of
five would have more than doubled to over
$1.200 and stuck them with a deductible
that topped $7.000

They now pay $450 a month for a plan
through Liberty HealthShare, and they are
leanmng toward returming next yeas

“There's sti}l some nsk there, but so far
it has proven 1o be just fine,” said Stepha
nie Schrmadt

("ost-sharing ministnes and short-term
plans aren’t the only alternatives 1o ind-
vidual insurance. Tom Momill, a broker
from Kansas City, Missouri, has helped
many of his customers set up group cover
age through their businesses

He said that gives them befter options
than what they would find on the individu-
al market, where coverage prices from the
dominant insurer, Cigna, are climbing an
average of 42 percent. Four insurers have
left that market. The 10 remaining plans
all have narrow networks of providers and
don 't pay for care outside those networks

“I's nuts,” Morrill said. “Rates have
yjumped dramatically. It's not good cover-
age

(Lee High)

Incident rates, to the district,
were as followed Lee High School 0.2
percent, Goddard Junior High 0.2 percent,
Abell Junior High 0 | percent, San }acmio
Jumor High 0 1 percent, Midiand 00
percent, Lee Freshman High School
percent

There wasn't any information in the re-
p-lhllhlh School,
Alamo Jumor High or any of the elemen-
tary schools
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| called him "Punk * He cher

' (The

. based owmt of

| Hemby from

>

]
"
L1

Arlice Houston
77, of Mudiand,
on Thursday,
2017

No services will be held of
this time with Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home. A

valc famuly bunal will be

Hamby,
passced away
December 7,

id m Olton at 2 tme to be |

determimed by the famuly
Houston was bom on
August 12, 1940, i Kress
fexas W J O
Pauline Carson

Anvone who knew Hous-
fmend

ished the fishing and hunting
inps with all of hus buddics

| over the years. Al knew ham

as the “hife of the party™ and
a jokester He loved pulhing
silly pranks on s fnends
and famly He was a beauty-
ful man and beloved Pala
We will miss vou dadadv
Houston and s dad
IC Hamby. owned a Pl
hps™ jobberstup (hgud fuels
distributorshep) in Planview
Dymout, Hant, Olon and
Halfway, Texas and Woest
Texas (mas ik was able
o purchase that jobbership
on February | 1980, along
with keeping almost all of the
local cmployees. Some of
those employees were (lyde
Schulte,. Rovy Harmon and
Melvin - Bramiett Houston
was very knowledgeable and
respecied i those communi-
es and allowed for the
contmued growth and suc-
of West Texas Gas
company further
guired jobberships in Morton
(larendon, Semmnole. Pecos
and other Texas Panhandic
cornmuninics ) Houston
supervised the Northern
stricts for many vean
Plamvew
Sometime n the late N
Houston rclocated w0 Mud-
land o further the scguisithon
and operatons of several
more jobberships m Wes
Texas Houston knew and
was shie to help m J L Da
vis' personal farm operabions

L CNY

by his contacts m the caftle |

busmess.  farm equipment
and seed companmics

He 1 survived by s chl
dren, Sharnssa Karol and hus-
band Mike from Austin
Texss, Crvstal | asater and
hushand Paul from Mdiand
Texas, Bremt and (Thnsty
Hamby from Ollon., Texm
Page Perry and  busband
Jared from Mudland, and Ken
| ubbock
[exas, grandchildren, Karson
Karol from The Woodlands,
Texas, Kole Karol from
Austin, Reagan Omeal from
San Amtomo., Texas, and
Ryan Cook and Loren ( ook
from Fort Worth. Texas, s
ler. Seundra McCoy, meces
Rhonda McCoy Coffee and
Pamela McCoy, and nephew
Jason McCov, all from Ama-
riflo. Texas

He s preceded i death by
his parents, J C Hamby and

J..L i l-:..' - -—.I-'—‘I-JIJI- I--! H = =

Hamby and |

Paufine Carson Hamby
In heu of flowers, doma-
tons may be made w0 The
C.F. Foundation.
arc  under

the direction of -Pickle
& Welch Funenl &
Crematory of Midland On-
line condolences can be
madc at www apwelch com

Mary £ “Bonme”
77 of Mudland. passed away
on December K 2017 The
famaly will be accepting

~ : |
guests af Nalley-Pickle & | o @ i Mt Tutes

| where she

Welch Funeral Home from
S 00200 PM on Tuesday
December |2, 2017 Services
will be ot West Kentucky

Baptist Church at 100 PM |
- on  Wednesday,

[December
13 2017 with Brother Bob
Porterficld officiating
Pallbearers for the service are
May Ford Mathes. JR
Mathes, Gene Mathes, Joe
Mather. Glenn Ledford.
David ledford and John
| edford

Bonme was bom on
\ugust e | 940 in
Carrollton, Georgia o Henry
and Alice Puckett She was
an excellent cook. loved to
sew. and had a great person
ality. She worked for 36
YCArs 8% 2 nursc s adic o
vanous faciliies She was
very proud of her family, her
children. Mary Jo. Helen and
James. and numerous grand
children and great grand-
children

Bonme 15 survived by het
husband. James W Scoft Se
her children, Mary Jo Rigshy
of Camroliton, Georgia, Helen
Moore of Midland, Texas
and James W Scott v of

Chaparral, New Mexco, step |
| daughters, Sheenie N Fvam

and Gemetic Barton, brother
Clyde A Puckett; five grand

children and ton great grand-

chldren
She 13 preceded n death by
her parents, Henry and Alice
Puckett: msters, Florence
Adams. Jewell Thomas. Ema
Puckett, and Helen Thomas,
and brothers, James Puckett
and Wilhe Puckett
Arrangements are under
the dwection of Nalley-Piwckie

. & Welch Funeral Home

& Crematory of Madiand
(mime condolences may be
made st www npweich com

| ﬁnl-y-ruthtm

Funer sl Mome
& Cramatory

Patients at risk at
psychiatric hospital

Associated Press

DALLAS Federal
officials have wamed that
al s
(et n Salios oo in
“immedhate " two
years after Texas regula-
tors threatened 1o close the

in October descrnibed how
Tnﬂﬂhﬂpuchilﬁm
ot risk, with

. August 0,
' Dardanclle, Arkansas 10 Lee

| and Alevandra

Marguertte Clark
Aldana

Clark Aldana,
47, of Midland, entered into
Heaven on Thursday,
December 7, 2017
You arc welcome to pa)
your respects on Monday,
December 11, 2017 from

| 800 am. w0 noon at Nalley-

Pickle & Welch Funenal

. Home

Funcral services will be

' held on Monday, December
11, 2017 at 1:00 pm. at Ele
- vate Church m Midiand

Scolt, |

Marguertte, kmown 10
many as Margie, was bom on

1970 n
and Carol Amn Clark. She

would stay and
marry the love of her hife
Bobbe, and rase thewr two
rs, Ton and Alex
argie will be remem
bered for her stromg spant
She was a fighter and stayed
tough until the end She was
feisty and fumny, strong-
willed, loving and the life of
the party
Her hobbies included nd
mg Harley-Davidson motor
cycles with her husband
infenor design, arns and crafs
projects with her girls, and
party planning She was truly
“the hostess with the
ﬂ'ﬁﬂu““- Il'Hj [lﬂ.'ld oy m
throwing fun. themed parties

| She was an excellent hame

maker and contimucd 0 do
her absolute best, desprie be

ing diagnosed with numerous
condibons throughcut  life

incloding lupus and lympho
ma

She 1 survived by her hus

' band. Bobbe Aldana. daugh

ters. Victora “Ton™ Aldana
“Alen”
Aldana: mother. Carol Ann
Clark: misters, Rachel Sim
mons and Rebecca Bradford

L a5 well a3 numerous meces

snd nephews

She s preceded i death by
her father, Lee Clark

In leu of flowers, the famu-
ly suggests memonals be do-
nated 1o the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Socwety or the
Texas Oncology Foundathon

Armangements  are  under

| the direction of Nalley-Pickie

& Weich Funcral Home &
Crematory of Midland Om
ine condolences camn  be

 made a1 www apvrlch om

Pickle & Welch
funer al Home
& Crematory

1412) 48-Sa00

Death Notices

Thomas Allen Puthof!, 71

away on
2017 o

care and treatment in a safe

LR

The federal and state
scrutiny raises ons
about whether Texas has
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Candidate filings

Fings for office fr the 2018
prmary elechions wil coninue Prough
6 pm Mondey Those mterestec
N running can contact Repubé:
can Party Char Sherm Mervat o
shem b merst@ gmad com or
Democratc Party Char Devio Rosen
af orS002 @ yahoo com

Republican Party filings

Weather

Sunday s (rwperatures
I"llﬂh )

Low 29
Normal high 9
“~ormal low i1

Dec. 10's records

L

~ TODAYINMIDLAND

Laow 02

Marwn Moors

Justice of e Peace Precinct |

vy Luch

Justice of the Peace Precinct ]

Deract M Cobow

Jastice of e Peach Precinct

ot Weses Ravr

Destrict Clert

o Hose

Midiand County Treasures

Winds

A\verage: 5 () mph
Highest wind speed:
| 2 mph

Highest gust speed: | ¢
mph

Record high: X set in
1911

Record low: | S set 1n
1{].""-‘

Today's lorecast

High: 70

lLaow: 1%

( onditions: Sunm
dunng day ‘partly cloudy
1 mght

Preciphtation

Saturday
Sunday
Month total
Year total
SNormal total
(vear to date) 14 20 .1n

() IX) in
ARV IET:
() 16 n

- -q.II‘n

Your: Bigar s Siary
hasedd on the degrve of veur
voem at Dirth  The stgn nam
s simply a label astrolo
gers pul on a sel of degrees
for comvenience. For best
resudts readers showld refer
o the dates followmg eanh
L1

A baby bom today has
2 Sun in Sagttanus and a
Moon in Libra

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
for Monday, Dec. |1, 2017

s year your focus s
on accomplishenents and

change. You have the unigue

abirty o make waves and
get extremely positive

results. Do not disperse your
energy n too many different

directions. If you are single.

you will be much happeer
with your romantic life as
your next

you
birthday A friendship could

develop into a bond
If you are atiac the
two of you will pursue one
of your mutual -term
dreams. Do not back

for what you want'
LIBRA proves to be a good
frend

ARIES (March

11-April 19)

t & ® Your fery spint
emerges and makes the day
more

interesting than
HMMI-{::H

attempt 10 he plomanc

Winds: 5 18 rnph dur
g the day and might

{ hance of rain: None
Sunrise
Sunset

7'YWam

S45pm

pheromy’ I ruath

Annual Christmas parade Saturday.

ver Baker

Midland Courty Ciert
Almon Haley

Wicliand County Repubicar Party
Chaw

She B Mokt
Democratic Party fings

County Judge
e u PR

Hilmmwm
Sars Ruth Specwry

Forecast for Monday, December 11

Justice of e Peace. Precinct |
HAre Moimes Mmoo

Justice of he Peace Precinct )
By Johvaon

Muhiand Courty Democrest Party
Chaw

Vamarst Heeh Wikarrs

Karry Margo

Things to do

B SoGen STEM Camp by ages
512 Spm Nafand County Pubic

2017

A v i W
WI:

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

he stars show the kind of dkry v N have

process. Tonight (0 along
with a uest
TAURLS (April 26.
May 20)

wxd® (Others will iy
0 be diplomatic when pre
senting thew different pornts
of view Just be mellow
and agreeable, and together
you Il be able 10 resolve a
problem. Your sense of hu
mor emerges when dealing
with a somewhat childhke
personality. Tonight: Kick
back and relax

GEMINI (May 21
June 20)

ehtdd Make n
your pleasure 1o add some
romance o your day. You
have high energy. and others
can | seem 1o stay away
from you Your creativity
continues o emerge. You
indirectly inw the we
around you Make the most
of the moment. Tonlght:
T'me for excrtement’

CANCER (June 11-
July 11)

wad® Tenmon butids
around ) - personal hfe
Take a deep breath rather
than react. You will be better

be draning you Make a
point of and
Homeward bound

LEO (July 13-Awg. 12)

S22} com-
munication { hers

ander 2 on
find

Y nh"‘h‘ﬂ'h

the nght words o encowr
age more mutuabty with

_ Sppons
Tonight: Keep it hg

VIRGO (Aug. 13-Sept.

12)

* & & You maght not be
abie 1o remn m your feel
ngs You are vuinerable to
overinduligence. Know that
you can make an adjust-
ment Inter, if need be. Emoy
the moment, as you don !
{M'ﬂhlhu RO
lucky as you are nght now
Tonight: Be sure 10 balance
your checkbook

LIBRA (Sept. 23Ot
1)

dhddd The spothght
s on you. You naturally are
spontancous, and today s
no different. Remamn upbeat
and open to fast He
sware that you could be-
come involved n a financial
crisss. Hold off on making

any agreements for now
Tonight: | et someone clse

pck up the tab
(Oxt. 13-

Nﬂ.!i)
e Lo low, if pos-

4 f‘h‘HHHl'

"Wk Nrh

i-average [

stbie. Share a progect or
some other important wica
with others. Waiting 1o take
action for several days wall
be important. Trust that you
will know when the timing
s nght. A key person in
your life might ask some

anmqqﬂm Tomght
Witha

SAGITTARIUS (Now.
11-Dec. 11)

tddd You might be in
volved in a lively discussion
of meeting i the moming
Do not ignore any harsh
comments, as they could
help you tighten up a proy
ect. Listen o news openly
Friends surround you. Be

o forthcorming
::tmm: Happy
among the crowds

CAPRICORN (Dec.
13Jan. 19

* & & Sometimes you
feel as if oo much falls on
your shoulders. Look for a
positive resolution o your
dilemma. You like ‘
and you hke Often
with these charactenstics

responsshrlity Tomight:

[ <l

L ibrary downtown tranch 01 W
Mssour Ave

B Bingo, 6 pm Ted Cay VFW Post
T208. 1308 E Tayior Ave. Ohiren
T

8 Open Shop Nights hosted by he
Mickand Gem and Mineral 6 308pm
602 S Man St

Vislors can walch mambens

o rock and work On apidary prosects
8 Brige game play 645 pm
Allgon Bridge Center 913 W Wadtey
Ave $8 For more nlormaton cal

A2 8565
B Wes! Texas Astronomens

ﬂl‘“;ﬁﬂ“?pm
UTPEh 130N Farmto-
Martnt 1 788 Wiastro org Guests are
asked 1 bring & pofluck digh and flems
or WIA'S oy drve.

B Moncay Mayhem inat res
underdied bowing b §14 08 wilh free
shoe rentas afer 8 p m Bowero 5300
W Loop 280 N bowlero com

Meatings this woek

530 pm Monday
Bowe £ lementary 805 E b Ave

Today n Mistory

Tocay s Dec 11 e
M5 day of 2017 e 20
Jays et n e year

™ Germary and Raly Seciared
wiv on he Unied States e U S
mapOnOed 1 Ung

r 1980 Prescent Jrymy Carwer

ugned womiaton 8 §1 6 bilon
Caaata s

n Kyoln Japan 1o cordol e Earthy
Feerhouse Jases

n 2008 'rarce Bamw Madof
was avesiec accused of ruveng

4 mullihion-aofer Pone scheme
Madofl & servng 2 150-yeer ooy
prRon sendencs |

Todey v Brthdeys A 1w Ha,
Morano s A8 Roos musioen Nk
Serx (Motiey Cruel 8 58 Rock muse
can Darry' Jones (The Rofing Stones |
s 58

Check m with an older
frend or famaly member
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20
Feb IW)
*hdd Your umgue
trve adds an interest
ing quality 1o the next few

adad Youdon'
always empoy histerung to a
one s commentary
nevertheless, you might be
abie to handie this better
than usual right now. Your
ability to say what you think
be somewhat dimin
shed, as you worry sbout
others ' feelings.
¥ : Accept an offer
BORN TODAY
Actor Rider
(1979), comedian Mo "Nigue
(1967), actress Maila Nurmy
(1922)
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Insider Q&A: PayPal founder talks
digital payments, bitcoin

By Michael Liedtke

{ssociated Press

SAN FRANCISCO

Pal in the late 1990s.

These days, he's still trying to use
: the world of finance. He
15 currently CEO of Afirm, a San Francisco
startup that offers fixed-payment loans
thra.zgh the internet. It's an altermative
tradihonal credit cards, which can get con-
sumers Into trouble because small mintmum
payments they make each month can keep

scrvices o

them in debt for decades

Levchin, now 42, recently connected
with The Associated Press to discuss the
state of digital payments, computer secunty
and bitcomn, a cryptocurrency whose value
has ranged from about $1,000 1o more than
$19,000 this year as mvestors have bet on
prospects. The interview has been

its future
edited for length and clanty

Q: Are digital payments progressing
as quickly as you hoped since you started

PayPal”

A: They are moving at a good pace,
adjusted for just how large and complicated
the market 1s. It's highly regulated and there
are a lot of thangs to be careful about. The
clephant in the room for the last seven or
cight years has been cryptocurrency. A big
when i has been surround

‘what i "and °
ing bitcosn and s 11k
: Why s0”

A: T'he asset generally appreciated at such

Removal of feral
hogs continues

'l"-'HH JII“J .P"r LR

CARLSBAD N M
The US. Department of
A gnculture 15 neanng the
end of an eradication pro
gram targeting feral hogs
that have been rooting up
New Mexico and other
narts of the country

'he program s set 1o
end in September 20| X
and more funding will be
needed to continue fighting
the pests, LU'SDA Dhistrict
Supervisor for Wildhife
Services Bnan Archuleta
said

(fhicials say about | 620
nvasive feral hogs were re

Max Levchin
helped introduce the masses 1o the concept
of a digital wallet when he co-founded Pay-

a blistering pace. Any time you acguire it,
why not hang on 10 it? Because you just
don’t want to spend it yet. On the whole,
it’s a kind of transaction tool that s locked
intc arcas where credit and cash don't really
service the purpose So you wind up finding
it in somewhat darker comers.

Q: Do you mvest in bitcoin”

A: | wound up with a lot of bitcoin as
an carly investor in one of the early bitcomn

But it wasn 't a conscious decision

startups.
to go buy a bunch of bitcoin

| generally don't speculate. | am very old
school in that sense. | try to understand how
value 1s traded and what 1s going 10 happen
10 1 1n the very long term, not because | am
a stranger 1o speculative investing. It’s be-
cause | don't have time to time the market
So what | end up doing is committing to a
stock or committing 10 a company

Q: What are some of the most interesting
arcas of digntal payments”’

A: A good example is international remut-
ances, where companies can pop up and
do well They re the guys who figured out
how 10 do #t much ¢ and much more

with much lower friction to
both the rec.pient and the sender

Q: Should we be concerned sbout hackers
wreaking havoc with our financial system”

A: We should be worned broadly about
our cybersecunty preparedness. | don't think
it's specific to payments. It is just generally
mcreasing the cost of domng business and
reduces societal trust And thas is the first
time in history where it's scary. Evervthing
has got a chip. We are going 10 have to leam
how 1o secure keys (secret codes for unlock-
ing digntal files and services)

online

m the | 500s when explor
ers were setting up future

food sources in what was a |

desolate, untamed wilder
ness

The pigs can grow to
more than | 000 pounds
and as long as 6 feet, the
( arisbad C urrent- Argus
reported

o eradicate the pigs. lhf
U S Department of Agn

in the five years since
cradicahon began
The prigs dig up $1 S bl

hon 1in damage cach year
across the country, accord
ing 10 USDA records

I'hey re just mean
amimals, savd Woods
Houghton, Eddy County
agnculture extension agent
with New Mexico State
L miversity

They can sure eat up a
freshiy planted held easily
Uhey get everything you
planted. It's unbelievable
what they can do to an
alfalfa Hheld ™

Not native 1o New

Mexico, the hogs are

Health Inspecthion Service
embarked on a five-year
eradication program n
2012

Ihe project started out
with an annual budget of

ing has dropped to about
$400.000 per year

We need to do more
eradhwcation efforns,
leta sand “We re trving to
find these hittle needles in
2 haystack. They are scal

hnrught over from | urope |

culture 's Amimal and Plam |

|
$1 mulhion, but today, fund |

Archu- |

Associated Press

This photo provided by Affirm shows PayPal co-founder Max Levchin Levchin thinks the pace

of kmnovation s werdl

side of health care

considering the banking ndustry
NMHMMMM&WWHM

i the most reguiated this

room  He also thinks massive computer hacking aftacks are threatening 1o reduce society s

trust in technology

RETIREMENTS

From IA

transgender people, 1s leaving as House
speaker. Some House Republicans are

already pushing 1o adopt rules to ensure that
Straus  replacement 1s more conservative

The spate of competitive races should
showcase the ssues that conservatives
beheve are the best weapons 10 wield agamnst
cach other

One hkely comentious pomt s who would
be tougher on immigrants. That ssue s
potency was reflected by the Legisiature s
recent approval of anh- “sanctuary cibies
pohcies that can jail police chiefs and sher
iffs who don 't crack down. Trckier would
be trying 10 use Trump, who, said Rice
Uneversity political science professor Mark
Jones, “1s oo much of a wild card™

Some of his policies “are in line with
movement conservatives,” Jones saxd But
“the way he comports himsell, as well as
some of his other policies are not in hine ™

That I'-..'l 1 Roger Barone, 2

Johnson, whose online
b il}'l 1 only M MAGA™ for

Make Amenca Great Agamn
Candidates relying on thewr colorful

C1A operations officer, who wants to replace
Smith. Burkhart says he survived bemng po
soned repeatedly over a three week penod
dunng lavish meals prepared by a Russian
contact while working i the Balkans in
2001

For most, the objective is to get 1o the
nghtmost point in the field while attempting
o pamt thew as closet moderates

Former state Rep. Kenneth Sheets, an
img war veteran, hopes 1o stake out the
nght flank in the race to replace Hensarling,
saying, “People in this district are concerned
about conservative ssues

But Sheets may have trouble owning that
turf 1f he has 10 face ex-Florida Congress-
man Allen West, a tea darting who
once famously called President Barack
Obama “probably the dumbest person walk-
ing around in America.” West has moved to
Texas but hasn 't announced plans to run

On the Democratic side, state Sen Sylva
Crarca 1s the favonie 1o replace Gireen, end-
mg Houston's run as Amenca’s largest His-
pamic city without a Hispanic m Congress

“That's significant, not just for me as a
candidate, but for our commumity,  sasd
Crarcia who would also be the first Hispanx

moved from New Mevico heheved 1o have been first

By Kelly Bostian
fwlsa World

WM MIWARD, (kia Her story wasn | so much
about the calf that was saved, but the tree that was lost

A fler learmming some details about a 3150-mile power
Iine planned to connect the massive Wind Catcher wind
farm in the Panhandle to a substation 10 be built near
Tuisa, rancher Candye~ Klime raised the calfl story as an
example of the unknown challenges facing that line and
to air her doubts, and others ', about the dea of complet
ing the largest rer hine Oklahoma has ever seen in a
peniod of less than three years

When the cattle count came up one short one day at her
| . 200-acre Fllendale Springs Ranch, a portion of family
property that dates back to 1915, about 30 miles northeast
of Woodward, she went looking

| heard him bawling and found him down in there,”
she saud, pomnting to a brush-lined hole in the rolling high
prairie CGrypsum Hills accentuated by white outcroppings
of the porous stone

The rancher and a fnend worked up a system of pul
leys and ropes and used a big overhanging tree to ift the
calf out of the hole that was “like a dran in the bottom,
perfectly round and about | S feet i

As she rctold the story, she had to describe the situation
because & few years later the hole now 15 more than 40
yards across, has steep, unstable sides. and 1s bottomiess

hat big tree”’

It's gone

“It keeps expanding, Klmne saud
that tree "

She knows of at least 10 other sinkholes on her | 200
acres, the Tulsa World reported . She said she can only
imagine how many are just under the surface of the
Ciypsum Hills region  home 1o the nearby Alabaster
Caverns State Park, the Okishoma of Wild-
life Conservation’s Selman Bat Cave, and right next door
to the University of Central Oklahoma’s Selman Living
Laboratory, all of which are home to miles of caves and
hundreds of thousands of bats

Concern about the geology s just one reason Kline,
two net and the former director of the Seiman
Living Laboratory met at her ranch this month to explain
w::.l!anliunh routing the hine through the area is a
m ¢

Wind Catcher, a partnershi
Company of Oklahoma lnd

Co., 1w a $4.5 bilhon

r«mmw llehm

according to a statement from PSO
It ncludes a 2 000-megawatt wind farm in develop-

ment with ROD turbines in Texas and ( imarron counties

that s bemng buiht by ( hased . Genenl

Electric is providing the | Subject o

approvals, the power companies will acquire the

farm from when 1t s operational i 2020
Amencan Power Transmission will build the

line, which will connect 10 & new substation 1o be

north of Tulsa.
The final route for the power line 18 to be axnounced in
o go into service in

carly 2018, and the line is
late 2020, according to Jackson, PSO director of

“The hole swallowed

between Public Service

Fm Power
rhu. af-
$ economy,

tered

humm include Ene Burkhart, a retired

woman from Texas m Congress

SRS = e - ST e = R e SRS = S = A — pRUEE

Oklahoma residents concerned about 350—mile power line

communmicahons
I'he final route will be determined with feedback gath
ered from landowners at a senes of public mectings that
wrapped up in October, and through an online open house
option, according to Jackson
he Wind Catcher Connection project, with its 765k
lovolt lime, will be larger than any other in Oklahoma,
and the Wind Catcher wind farm 15 the largest of s kind
mthe US
“PSO 15 one of the largest purchasers of wind power
mn Oklahoma. Wind energy has helped us provide our
customers with clean, reliable energy at stable and afford
able prices,” Jackson wrote in an email. “Our long-term
plan s t0 increase rehance on clean energy resources,
like natural gas, wind and solar y. When it comes on
Iine, Wind Catcher will be the lowest cost energy on our
system.
Jackson savd AEP proneered big power lines in the
| 960s as an improvement over running several smaller
lIines
“AEP mantains and operates roughly 2 000 miles of
765 kV line, the first of which was constructed in 1969
All of these lines are east of the Mississippi,” she wrote
Jackson noted that the line would be roughly 150 miles
long with towers every 1,000 to | 500 feet along the route
that's | 400 10 1,750 towers. Each tower is 140 feet
tall with a base that is 40 10 S0 feet across. The right-of-
way will be 200 feet wide
By ¢ son, wind turbine tower structures are 210
feet tall with | 16-foot-long blades
Kline sawd she drove 1o ranch the day after the com
mumity meeting in Woodward and checked the
rmhlcrmhﬂwﬂ'ly She almost fell into a sinkhole
she had not seer
parked the truck, and when | walked around, | saw
lhun!blmlrﬂmd "‘Uh-oh!" | moved the truck night
she sand as she stood aear 3 hole not much bigger
umuld than a truck tire but of indiscernible depth
“You couldn’t build towers across here,” she said. “It’s
not just the towers, but it's the equipment across
hers and disturbing all this, you don’t know where these
sinkholes will , She said.
Sue Selman, owner of the nearby Seiman Ranch and
» longtime prairie chicken advocate, laid out a hist of
CONCens.

“There is no mmuﬂulmmg

ot pesie Chichen habite
pramne chicken
mﬂhhhm&lﬂy Mlﬂmmm
miss i" she said. “N is an issue, but right now our main

Townsend's big-cared bat, he said

'he construction process and the resulting structures
could have untold impacts and potentally violate the
Oklahoma Cave Law, which prohibits activities that can
harm or disturd the biota of any cave, Caire saud

In addition 10 the bats, the caves and the surrounding
gypsum outcroppings are home to dozens of species of
plants and amimals umque to that habitat, he saxd

Power lines are known to emit UV light and clec
tromagnetic ficlds that affect insect behaviors, but it's
unclear what impact that may have on bats, which feed
on msects

“It’s an unknown, but it’s a concern,” Caire sand

Ome of the proposed routes would put the e just
south of the Selman Bat Cave, part of a system that's
home 1o | 50,000 to 30 2 migreiing Mexican free
tailed bats each summer, he said.

“That would have the line immediately south in thew
migration route,” Caire said. “We don 't know of that's a
problem, but that's why you research and study before
you buitld. It would be such a shame 10 damage these cave
sysiems.

Justin Voigt sumumed up the concerns after looking over
his land, which adjoins the Seiman Lab property. His
property has cave entrances and sinkholes, but the land
scape free of power lines is valuable as well, he said

“This is a umique place, a special part of the country,
and | don’'t think they really know what they ‘re gefting
nto up here,” he said. “The timeline - they ‘re doing this
0o fast. | don't see how they ‘re going 1o be able to do
any kind of environmental study to know what kinds of
problems that kind of construction could cause ”

Jackson sard thie community meetings gave the
company “a lot about our state that could not be learned
lonking at maps™ and noted that PSO is considering the
topography and geology of the Gypsum Hills

“At this time we ‘re still working to identify a proposed
route,” she said “Once identified, a siting study will be
prepared that documents our process, outreach efforts,
data gathening effort, and the environmental, cultural,
and land use considerations used in the selection of the
proposed route

“This document is not an Environmental Assessment
or Environmental impact Statement under the federal
National Environmental Policy Act, but includes much of
the same information and analysis Any additional analy
s of process requirements under the National Environ.
mental Policy Act will only be identified once 3 Proposed
Route i1s ultimately selected.” she wrote

No more community meetings are scheduled along the
route, but Jackson said PSO and Wind Catcher repre-
m will be meeting with individuals and that the

house on h PSO website includes all of the

ﬂ*‘ﬂ
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‘Coco’ tops box office again before ‘Star Wars’ hits

LY

L ochDisney-Pixar via Associsted Press

In thes image relsased by Daney-Pixar. character Hector, voioed by Gael Garcia Bernal, lefl, and Miguel, voiced by Anthony Gonzalez. appesar in a scene from the animated fim. “Coco”

By Lindsey Bahr

dssociated Press

LOS ANGELES ' he amimated fam
iy film "Coco™ has topped the box office
for a third time on a quiet, pre “Star Wars
The Last Jedi™ weekend in theaters

IDisney estimated Sunday that “Coco’
added $18 1 milhon, which would bring
its domestic total to $135.5 milhon

I'he weekend 's sole new wide release
was the Morgan Freeman film “Just Get
ing Started, which launched 1o a meager
$31.2 milhon from 2,161 theaters and
barely made the top 10

Most studios have chosen tc. avond
competing agamst “The Last Jedi,” which
15 expected to dominate theaters and mon
icgoer attention when it opens on Dec 1§

Thus, most of the charts have looked
quite similar for the past few weeks
Warner Bros. and DC's “Justice League
ook second place with $9 6 milhon and
Lionsgate s sleeper hit “Wonder,” which
has now passed $ 100 milhon, placed

third with $X. 5 milhon. Warner Bros. also
crossed the $2 bhilhon benchmark domest:-
cally Saturday  the first studio to do so
m 2017

his queet penod before “Star Wars™
has allowed some of the indie and prestige
titles 1o thrive i limited releases and
expansions, hike James Franco's “The Dh
saster Ariist — The film, about the making
of one of the worst films of all ime, “The
Room, expanded to 840 locations in its
second weekend in theaters It managed 1o
bring in $6 4 mulhon, landing 1t in fourth
place

Creta Crerwag s comang-of-age Him
‘Lady Bird™ also added 161 locations and
placed 9th n i1ts sixth weekend in theaters
With the $3.5 milhon from this weekend,
‘Lady Bird™ has netted $22.3 milhon

he Guillermo del Toro-directed roman
tic fantasy “The Shape of Water” expand
ed 10 4] theaters in its second weekend
and cammed $1.1 mulhon

I'he Tonya Harding bropic “1, Tonya™
launched n four locations in New York

ENTERTAINMENTBRIEFS

ATLANTA
Jane Fonda raises $1.3
million at 30th
birthday fundraiser

Jane Fonda used her
Xith birthday celebration
o rase $1. .1 millon for
her foundation

The two-time (Oscar
winner held the “Figv
Decades of Jane” fund
raiser at an upscale hotel
Saturday mght

I'he event recogmzed
Fonda s life achevements
along with her foundation
Ceorgia Campaign for
Adolescent Power & Po
tential. which she created
in 1 994

The Atlanta-based
nonprofit focuses on feen
pregnancy preventhion and
adolescent health

Fonda s foundaton
hosted the event with 22K
guests in attendance n
cluding CNN founder and
ex-husband Ted Tumner,
her son Troy Garity and
producer Paula Weinsten
James Taylor and Carole
King performed several
songs including “So Far
Away and “You 've Got a
Frend. ™

Dolly Parton, Kerry
Washington, | udacrns and
Oprah Winfrey shared a
lcast through a video mes

sage
CALIFORNIA
(Queens of the Stone

Age singer apologizes
for concert kick

INGLEWOOD
Queens of the Stone Age
frontman Joshua Homme
has after a

claimed the
singer kicked her camera
while she photographed
the band’'s concert in
Southern Califorma

I g
=y

trestment the camena
smashed o her face from
the kick mght
at a radio statvon s annual

FROM WIRE REFORTS

C hnstmas event. Video
posted to socal media
shows Homme swinging
his leg and connecting
with the camera while
playmng guitar at the Forum
near Los Angeles

Homme saxd on Twitter
Sunday that he was “in a
state of being lost in per
formance  and Ihuugm he
was kicking highting equip
ment on state. He says o
was unintenthional and he
hopes Lauren accepts his

.]{ﬁ‘l'h"lgy

MIAMI
(omedian Hannibal

Buress arrested on
intoxication charge

A Flonda new rre
ports that comedian Illnm
bal Buress was armrested on
a disorderly imoxication
charge after an encounter
with a police officer

he Miamu Herald first
reported that 34.year-old
Buress was booked into
Miami-Dade jatl ot 1.57
am. Sunday and posted
bail just before 6 a.m

A video circulated on
social media showed Bu
ress handcuffed against a
Miami patrol car

According to the paper,
Buress asked officers why
he was bemng arrested. One
officer said, “trespassing,”
but he wasn 't charged with
that

A police obtained
by the H savd Buress
asked an officer to call him
an Uber, and when the offi.
loud 1gerent

Miami Police did not

a statue of theyr mother
Princess Diana, o mark

the 20th anniversary of her |

death

Rank - Broadley, whose
image of Queen Ehzabeth
Il has appeared on Brit.
ish comns since | 998, will
co lete the work by
2019 The statue will be
tlm:ed on the grounds of

ensington Palace, where

Diana once hved

he princes said in a
statement Sunday that the
statue = meant o creale 2
fitting and lasting tribute to
our mother” and to remem
ber her life and legacy

The princes added they
had been touched by the
kind words and memonies
shared with them about
Diana this year, as the
world recalled her death

in a Pans car acowdent
199

NEW YORK
("harlie Sheen sues
tabloid over assault

allegation

Charle Sheen 1s suipg
the National Enquirer,
saying that the ne
defamed him by alleging
he sexually assau teen
actor Corey Haim

In filed Friday in
Los Angeles, Sheen called

the tabloid’s a
ing.” The Enquirer’s
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| of twisting tree roots emerges

| cetling and branches out into the lobby

| featuring green, earthy accents, crystal

' chandeliers and soon, work from British
| Pop Ant legend David Hock
. away from the check-in desk, Pablo

| Picasso artwork graces a South of France
. inspired restaurant

and Los Angeles and brought in a sohd
$245.602

'he Winston Churchull film “The Dark
est Howr™ and the summer romance film
“Call Me By Your Name™ also continue
o thrive 1n more limited releases as well
“The Darkest Hour,” which stars Gary
Oldman as Churchill, carned $777.000
from 53 locations, and “Call Me By Your
Name,” with Armie Hammer and Timo
thee Chalamet, took in $291.101 from
nine theaters

“This 15 the best ime 10 be a moviegoer
if vou're an indie fan.” said comScore
seniof media analyst Paul Dergarabedian

I'he last few weeks have enabled films

hke ‘'The S of Water.” ‘Three Bill-
boards ( Ebbing, Missoun’ and
now ‘|, Tonya 1o really find an aundience ™

He added: “It’s great time for those
films ahead of the box office death star
that 1s “Star Wars.'™

I'he year 15 still down 4 percent from
last year, though, which is a pit that even »
Ju ut like “Star Wars™ might struggle
o Al The cash imflux from “The Last
Jedi” will be significant, nonetheless, and
if the precedent of “Rogue One™ and “The
Force Awakens™ holds, it could ran
from $400 mulhon 10 over $600 million
of addmonal domestic revenue before the
books close on 2017

— e —

.

John Locher/Associsted Press
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Wednesday The Monte Carto m undergong renovatons o bacome the Park MGM

~ Las Vegas’ overhauled Monte Carlo

transforming into Park MGM

By Regina Garcia Cano
dssociated Press

LAS VEGAS A hfelike network

from the
Steps

Not one slot machine is within sight of
the lobby at this [as Vegas casino-hotel

With a robust art collection, rooms with
a restdential feel and an overall romantic
atmosphere that contrasts with the
city’s al ghitz, the te Carlo

T from an antiquated
midievel property taking up prime real
estate on the Las into the
upscale Park MGM cas |

The s aimed at aftracting
younger, affluent visitors who favor
modern aesthetics over kitschy themes
and who travel to Sin City for its coumt-
less entertainment options, not necessanly

"wtmmmunm

International with New York
hotelier § Ciroup for the ongong
$450 overhaul that will result in

two hotels.
Park MGM will retain 2,700 rooms.,
M“Hﬂmuﬂ“ in the

the patterned carpet and drapes, cream
colored walls and genenic hote! furniture

sets

“At the heart of what we do is we like
o create a sense of community, a sense
ol warmth, almost ke a residential feel ™
Sydell CEO Andrew Zobler recently told
The Associated Press. “We create a place
where you go and you kind of feel at
home.”

The company expects 10 have 90

. cm
. seat T-Mobn
Arena and near the complex that includes
the luxury Ana casino-hotel But over
time, the 2| -year-old Monte Carlo, which

“It was not living up 10 its poten-
tial based on its real estate.” said Alex

. gambly
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Clinton’s specter loomed over Franken resignation

B Democrats in Congress could ill-

afford to look the other way again

t seems odd to think a president would

play a role in the forced ouster of a

Democratic senator, despite having
departed the Oval Office more than 16
years rgo

But there 15 hittle doubt that Ball Clinton
became part of the equation when Senate
Democrats called on Al Franken, D-
Minn., to resign afler multiple women
accused the senator of groping them

For whatever reason, six accusations
made against Franken were not enough,
but when his seventh accuser stepped
forward, that was a bndge too far. Sen
Kirsten Cnlhibrand, D-N.Y., was the hrst
to call for Franken to resign. The number
quickly increased to 30 Democratic sena-
tors, and by that point, everybody knew
Franken would have o step down

In ms Senate floor speech, Franken was
hardly contrite. He demied the allegations,
spoke of himself as a “champion™ for wom
en and complamned about President Donald
[rump and Senate candidate Roy Moore,
both accused of sexual assault, before say
ing he'd resign “in the coming weeks

So why the sudden reversal” Democrats
were ready 1o let Franken off the hook
Congressional colleagues defended him
or refused to condemn him_ He received a
letter of support from three dozen female

JAY
CARUSO

[Nesllas Morming News

employees on Saturday Night Live

Two explanations complement cach
other

First, the Democrats wanted to have
the upper hand agamnst Republicans. With
Rep. John Conyers, D-Mich., and Franken
both stepping down after accusations of
sexual harassment, Democrats can claim
the moral high ground as the GOP contin-
ues 1o support Trump and Moore, should
he win his race on Dec. |12, They wouldn 't
be wrong, but let no one say Democrats
pushed for Franken's ouster based solely
on the menits

The other explanation 1s the ghost of
Hill Clinton and the many accusations
made aganst him by a vanety of women
Forget about his blue-dress dalhance with
Monica Lewinsky. Her name surfaced be
cause of the sexual harassment allegations
made by Paula Jones

I'he defensive reaction of Clinton
operatives o Jones accusations would
be unheard of in today 's polincal climate

lence and its cover-up

university
Stlence Hreakers

counts of sexual harassment and assault

GUEST VIEW

Baylor, its survivors
offer important lessons
for #MeToo movement

M en long entrenc hed in power are now ensnared in an
astonishing moment of U S. history that s calling out
perpetrators of sexual assault and harassment

As the #MeToo movement forces establishments everywhere
to look hard at themselves and ngorously clean house, 1t s worth

remembering that one Texas institution, Baylor University, got a
humihating head start on grappling with the reality of sexual vio

Baylor's reckoning came about only because many courageous
women united to demand accountability as they revealed their sto
nes of sexual assault on the campus of the world's biggest Baptist

N'hese Baylor survivors weren 't featured in Time magazine 's
its just-released 2017
recognized those who helped force consequences with thewr ac

Person of the Year that

Yet the women from Waco, honored by this newspaper last

CHE N MAN

REA

Clinton adviser James Carville said of
Jones, “If you drag a hundred-dollar bill
through a tratler park, you never know
what you'll find." When the

Court ruled 90 in 1997 that Clinton

was not immune from lawsuits, Clinton
attorney Bob Bennett went on Meet the
Press to warn if Jones “really wants to put
her reputation at issue, as we hear, we are
prepared to do that.”

Bennett faced cniticism from The New
York Times and Maureen Dowd for his
threats. Patricia Ireland, then head of the
National Organization for Women, said
Bennett engaged in the “nuts and sluts”™
defense. One would think afler facing
such cnticism, they might go a differ
ent route should any other accusers step
forward

Bonne chance

Kathleen Willey (who alleged Clinton
groped her) and Juanita Broaddrick (who
claims Clinton raped her) were writien
off as hars. Even in the case of Lewinsky,
before the truth emerged, some descnibed
her as a “floozy,” “bimbo™ and “stalker.”
Even Hillary Clinton referred to her as a
“narcissistic loony toon.”

None of it mattered to Clinton s
populanty. Even after Chinton’s lies
were revealed, he remained a rock star
in Democranc circles. The imagery of
him makmg his way 1o the stage at the
Democratic Nathonal Convention i 2000

ROY MOORL. .

TANE NEwS

AL "TRANEN
MEwS

o

was choreographed in a manner befitting
a conquering emperor returning to Rome
and basking in the adulation of the crowd
Clinton received VIP treatment during the
2012 Democratic National Convention, as
well, credited in large part with distin-
guishing President Barack Obama from
Mitt Romney.

Hillary Clinton’s loss -— which helped
expedite her and Bill's shift to political
wrelevance — and the #MeToo movement
proved to be the conduit for people to
ex new | ts on Clinton’s legacy
Gilhibrand said Clinton should have
resigned his office when the Lewinsky
allegations surfaced. MSNBC host Chns
Hayes tweeted, “As gross and cynical and
hypocritical as the right’s “what about Bl
Clinton’ stuff is, it’s also true that Demo-
crats and the center-lefl are overdue for a
real reckoning with the allegations against
him."

New York Times colummst Michelle
Goldberg wrote a prece titled “1 Beheve
Juanita

Democrats in Congress could 1ll-afford
10 look the other way agam. Call it polity-
cal machination on their part if you want,
but both sides of the political aisle have
now added to the negative portion of
the Bill Clinton legacy what it so nchiy
deserves

[Distribwted by Tribune C omtent Agency
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ANVEODY ELSE NOTICINS A PATTERN ¥

Trump partisans undermine America

hursday was Pearl Harbor Day, the anm
I versary of one of the deadliest attacks on
Amencan soil and perhaps the most unifying
day in Amencan history

This year some of us marked Pearl Harbor Day
by attacking Amenca from within

DANA
MILBANK

year as one of our Texan of the Year finalists, were a compelling
harbinger of Time's 2017 designation  In our opimion, the Baylor
survivors rank high among, in the magazine s words, “the vosces
that launched a inovement

This year's Person of the Year cover included well-known faces
such as Ashley Judd and Tavior Swift, but look carefully at the lower
right-hand portion of the photo 10 see the most significant honoree

The carcfully cropped image 1s of a hospital worker from Texas
who told her story 1o Time on the condition that she remains
ANONYMOuUSs

Like so many of the Baylor women whose cases are pending at
the courthouse, this young woman represents those who can’t pub
licly Wdentify themselves because they fear the problems it maght
cause for them personally and their families

These Jane Does are proof that it doesn’t require a high-profile
name to be a powerful catalyst for change

In response to the survivors ' solidarity and perseverance, Baylor
has done a lot of things nght over the past | 8 months, starting with
firing 1ts pressdent and football coach

While the tragedy was hardly confined to the school’s then
mighty football program. Baylor took a stand 100 many schools
stumble over: College sports are not as important as student safety
and school integrity

Under new President Linda Livingston, the school removed ad-
ditonal administration figures whose behavior was sketchy at best
The school’s accrediting agency just lifted sanctions afler verify-
ng more than 100 improvements Baylor made 1o its institutional
response 10 sexusl assault

But questions  and lawsuits  linger

Baylor’s board of regents never agreed to release a wntten ver
sion of the Pepper Hamilton investigative report. Just Thursday,
the school's latest Title IX coordinator, who has been on the job
a little more than a year, resigned. Baylor so far has offered no
details, citing the situation as a personnel matter

Despite Baylor's promises that the days of deception are over,
the school 1s hardly in the clear. What | is that have oc-
curred should be credited to Baylor’s brave survivors, who refused
to remain shamed

Long before this year's recognition of “The Silence Breakers,”
the Baylor women challenged their school 1o make things right and
have persevered beyond the trauma 10 try to protect their peers

— Dallas Morning News

Distribsted by Tribune Content Agency

10 OLR READERS

For five hours on Thursday, President Trump 's
partisans delivered a reckless and sustamed attack
on the FBI and the 12l counsel. They amph
fied Trump's claim that the FBI's “reputation 1s
mn Tatters — worst in History™ and that Robert
S. Mueller I1l's Russia probe, which has already
secured guilty pleas from two Trump campaign of
ficials and the indictments of two more, i1s part of a
system that is “rigged.” “phony.” “dishonest™ and
using a “double standard "

Shamefully, Republicans on the Hovse Judiciary
Commitiee launched an all-out assault on the
special counsel and the FBI - choosing to protect
Trump at the cost of Amencans’ faith in the justice
sysiem and the rule of law

Rep. Bob Goodlatie, R-Va_ the chasrman, echoed
Trump’s “tatters™ claim and told FBI Director
Chnistopher A. Wray that Mueller’s probe and the
Clinton ematl probe have been tainted by “buas ™

Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Oho, said he has a “hunch”™
that “pro-Clinton, ants- Tramp bias™ at the FBI was
behind a secret “warrant 10 spy on Americans as
sociated with the T campaign

Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., called former FHI
director James B. Comey an “egomaniac rogue”
and speculated that the FBI paid for the “dossier”
onT s activities in Russia

Rep. Ron DeSantis, R-Fla., speculated that
anti- Trump bias led the FBI to conclude that
Russia interfered in the U S, election, and he
threatened Wray: “| think you're walking into a
contempt of Congress.”

This s cal - Mueller i1s a longtime Repub-
hcan who was appointed F Bl director by George
W. Bush. He was named special counsel by Rod )
Rosenstein, also a R hcan, who was appointed

by Trump himself to duwl'ylml;;lrnenl
Comey, a Republican who served in 's Justice
Department, made political contributions to John

McCam, Mitt Romney and other Republicans
Wray, llqu.hlmwilolhn 10 GOP candi-
dates, was appointed

delﬂuuhudu that several of
Mueller's underfings made political contributions
that went mostly to Democrats, including Clin-
ton, that one member of Mueller's team opposed
Trump's first travel ban (which was struck down
and withdrawn), and anti- Trump texts between one
of Mueller's people (since taken off the case, with
ummm hhﬂuﬂqnn

" doclare “biased those who

inspector general

But if we're
rwmnym tuluulluﬁm.
vanka Trump, Steven Mnauchin, Gary Cobn and

Washmgion Post Writers Growp

the president himself are based against Trump
Also, if Mueller had inquired about political lean
ings before making him he would En violated
Justice Department rules

And more broadly : pro-Clinton bias? It was
precisely Comey’'s public announcement of a re
opened Clmton probe just days before the election
that helped give the presidency o Trump

What's more ou 15 the purpose of the al
tacks on the FBI and Muelier: To help Trump with
his legal problems, these officials are willing to
undermine Amencans ' farth in the justice system
T'his is part of a pattern. As House Republicans
were attacking the FBI and Mueller, Sen. Al Fran
ken, D-Minn_, was announcing his resignation on
the Senate floor. He had been dru out by fel
low Democrats for sexual misbehavior, but Trump
and the Republicans are nallying behind GOP
Senate candidate Roy Moore, faced with credible

al wns of sexual mishehavior with lumngn
or the short-term benefit of keeping one Senate
seat R Kan

Trump routinely attacks institutions, mclud-
ing the courts, the media, the electoral process
the mtelly community, the IRS, the United
Nahons, albies, the Justice Department and
the pope. That's the strategy of the autocrat: Don 't
believe the courts or the justice system or the elec-
toral process or the leg or the media or my
accusers Believe me

When lawmakers back up Trump, however, they
;m:mhmrm&umhmdm

mhmmrm legitimate. That's how

. That's how we're getting
Hnm‘rhu icans are being con-
vmthBlm.‘l mm:w
The FBI 1s one government

Republhican

h held m
.M&mﬁm-- Iﬂlm{m
poll), but a poll by the University of Texas in June

after T 's attacks began - found favorable
views of the FBI among Toxas Republicans at 43
percent.
are far more likely to ﬁm
mMmﬁMuMu;ﬁ
h‘l’ﬂ?ﬂhh g T and

o
- meant hb rump.
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exual
misconduct

often part of

hospitality
Industry

By Don Babwin

{ssociated Press

C HICAGO

(ne woman recalls how a general

manager at a Chicago-area restaurant where she worked
old her that if secunty cameras recorded him reaching
between her legs and grahhm:.. her genitals, he could

simply “edit that out.”

Another woman worked at an Atlanta restaurant and
says her boss did nothing when two dishwashers kept

making vulgar comments, so she quit wearing makeup to

look less attractive and hopefully end the verbal abuse

In the wake of sexual misconduct allegations against
several prominent men in entertainment, politics and
journalism, accounts like the ones these women share
quietly play out in restaurants, bars and hotels across the
country and rarely get the headlines

( ourt documents and interviews with the women and
experts on the topic show hospitality industry workers
are routinely subjected to sexual abuse and harassment
from bosses, co-workers and customers that are largely
unchecked The nature of the work, which often has
employees relying on tips, can make them especially

vulnerable 1o abuse

‘| was absolutely humihated.’
who said the abuse at the Atlanta restaurant began shortly
after she started working there last year

said Sharonda Fields.

‘It was degrad

g | felt embarrassed | felt low | just felt like nothing
happened when those guvs talked 1o me that way, and
especially when the stafl and the managers knew what
was going on. It made me feel like dirt

She filed a lawsuit agamnst the restaurant last spring
( alls to the restaurant from The Associated Press went

nanswered
Jovce Semithey.

an Annapohs, Maryland, attorney who

has handled several sexual harassment lawsuents, sawd
those accused of misconduct “have a great sense of who

the victims are, who the women are who will put up with

this, who need the job, are so scared they don 't fight

h‘-h_ h

'hat s especially true in an industry where immagrants
ire a large part of the workforce. In a 2014 federal law
sutt in New York that was ultimately settled, a woman

alleged that the general manager of a fast-food restaurant

where she worked asked about her immigration status
regularly and knew that she was “even more vuinerable
partly because she had no family in the United States
Many accusers think fighting back 1s futile. According
10 a survey in Chicago, not only had 49 percent of hotel
workers reported incidents in which guests “exposed
themselves, flashed them or answered the door naked.

Sharonda Fieids. lefl. who sa«d she was abused while workung sl a Georgia restaurant last year. talks with her attorney Brad Dozier
n s office Dec 4 in Alanta “| was absolutely humiliated It was degrading, | felt embarrassed, said Fields 1 just fell like nothing

happened when those guys talked 1o me that way and especially when the staff and the managers knew what was going
of sexual harassment are levied ageins! famous people in the worids of entertnment. news and
Fsids are quietly playing out in restaurants. bars and hotels acroas the country

me feel Fke dirt " As new
poktics day after day stones

but just | mn 3 of the workers who had such expenences
reported it to a boss
Sarah Lyons, a research analyst with UNITE HERE
Local |, the union that conducted the survey last year
and represents more than | 5,000 hospitality workers in
the Chicago area and northwestern Indiana, saxd the most
common reason these workers didn 't come forward 18
because they knew someone who tned to report sexual
misconduct and nothing changed as a result
Often things can get worse for those who repont
misconduct. Attorneys and advocates for workers say
wattresses who -l.pcl‘ out risk facing retaliation Therr
shifts can be taken away or they might be scheduled for
slower business times when there are fewer opportunitics
10 recerve lLips
in a 2011 lawsuit against a Maryland yacht club, Vi
toria Tillbery reported that a boss had told her she would
never have to worry about your shifts™ if she let him per
form oral sex on her. She refused and after she reported
her allegations 1o the Equal Employment Opportunity
( ommussion, her job started making her do her prep du
ties during shifts and not before them. That took her away
from waiting tables and carming tips
Attorneys say the goal in these situations 1s 10 prompl
the employee 1o quit and, if that doesn | work, the worker
15 often made the target of an effort 10 discredit her char
acler
After Fields, the Atlanta restaurant worker, refused to
quit, “false and bogus reasons 1o terminate her surfaced.
hl."f attorney sand
“They enhisted another employee to falsely state that
she (Fields) had come up t0 her and said, ' If you agree to
back me up on my claim 'l pay you $100." smd Fields
attorney, Brad Doanser
The other worker, hoping to gam favor with the bosses
and get a promotion, made the false claim and the restau
rant used it 1o fire Fields, Doner sand
'he woman who recounted the story about the Calumet
City, Hiinows, restaurant general manager, who suggested
he would ednt security camera footage of ham o opn
alely touching her, sawd she rebuffed the man's 3 Vances

on i made

After that, Vger Williams said, a job opportunity she was
promised at one of the restaurant chain's other locations
never developed and she was fired

Williams filed a lawsuit last month. Restaurant officials
declined comment when reached by the AP

Workers who are sexually harassed by customers are
ofien under pressure to remain quiet, 00

David Craver, president of the National Bartenders As
soctation, saxd compamies don 't want 10 lose business so
"lhcy roll out the red ¢ 10 every customer.”

“It's just hike of a family member saxd something map
propriate, you can’t get nd of family,” he sad

A lot of harassment occurs in situations in which
the workers are underpaxd, said Saru Jayaraman, co-
founder of the Restaurant Opportunities Centers United,
a national orgamization that works to improve industry
condiions. She saxd managers ofien encourage wastresses
to dress sexier 10 get more tips, which can lead to sexual
misconduct. If the workers were paid more, they wouldn 't
have 1o rely on tips and the misconduct would decrease
she sand

Improvements have shown up in other ways. In
October, following the lead of voters in Seattie the yvear
before, the Chicago City Council passed an ordinance
requinng hotels 1o develop anty-harassment policies and
to provide panic buttons to workers by next summer 1f
they work alone in guest rooms

Also in October, celebnity chef John Besh stepped
down from the company he founded after 25 women
alleged that male supervisors at Besh's New Orleans res
taurants sexually harassed them. One woman says Besh

ssured her into a sexual relatonship, but Besh has sad

believes 1t was consensual

While suing i1s one way vichims of musconduct can fight
back, most settiements contain nondisclosure clauses that
prevent them from talking about what happened 1o them
S0 the incwdents are not publicized

“It fosters the problem we are seeing so much of (be
cause) these senal harassers, bullies and predators aren 't
talked about,” Boston employment attorney James Weliky
sard

After allegatlons, Moore avoids spotlight, questions

Steve Bannon e, ntroduces U S senatonal candidate Roy Moore, fighl, during & campaign rally
Tuesday n Fairhope Ala Dogged Ly aflegations of sexusl misconduct, Moors hal kept 1o events
with lrnited pubicity and shunned contact with the radiional media in he heated mce for U S Sen-

e

By Kim Chandler

n s 305 and they were

the phone with pastors and
others urging supporters to
get to the pools on Tues
day. He sayd the campaign
feels confident going nto
Tuesday

Moore s campaign s
actively pushing his nar
rative on social media and
i press releases. He's also
drawing headlines with the
help of President Donald

T who came 1o the
m Panhandle on
Friday night and has lined

up & recorded te
call from the president that
will start being delivered
0 Alabama voters on
Monday
Moore has never been
convenhonal He has buih
Iute following among

uzhul vnltn

q!holdm.nb yuflhe
Ten Commandments in a
state building and trying
to block same-sex mar
riage in Alabama He was

during one of several stops  1ossed from office in both

Moore knows how to focus
on his !'ﬂlf

“We never knew where
he was and then we 'd get
a prcture from somebody
showing us some church
marquee saying, Judge
Moore 1s here on Satur
day, " he recalled. “He's
out there, he's just with his
base, and usually m small
evenls

Mowery sawd the tempta
on is 1o obsess oo much
over what Moore 1s doing

“You lose the forest for
the trees worrying over the

tTprwcnt.” Mowery sawd
“It wasn't hke we were

competing over the same
volers anyway.

“We were going after the
Chamber of Commerce,
country club, First Meth-
odist kind of Republicans

not the fundamentalists
and the snake handlers We
were never gomng o get
them anyway, and neither

s Doug,” he said

Bill Stewart, the former
charrman of the political
scrence department at the
LUmiversity of Alabama,
sard Moore appears to be
banking on his evangehcal
base, as well as the state's
overwhelming tendency to
vole Republican, to carry
him to victory on Tuesday

Republicans in Alabama
tend to clear 60 percent
of the vote - though
Moore has struggled in his
previous races to reach that
number - and voters here
haven't elected a Democrat
o the Senate since 1992

Stewart sasd he can't
remember a candidate cver
virtually “disappeanng
from public view"™ the way
Moore has. Stll, he sand
Moore has little to gain but
“a lot to lose™ by making »
mistake

“There may be a methed
in his madness,” Stewan
sard

4 svociated Press

MONTGOMERY., Ala
Republican U S, Senate

candidate Roy Moore has
been a rare sight on the tra-
dimonal campaign trail in
the days ahead of a critical
US. Senate mce. He's ap-
peared at only a handful of
rallies in front of friendly
audences and steadfastly
has shunned reporters from
the mainstream media

Moore's mumlgm
have never heavy on
the conventional, but his
relative absence from the
spothght this time around
15 nearly unheard of for a
majx party candidate

Moore has focused
on mecting with small
groups of supporters and
an aggressive socal media
campaign out of camera
rrup as he tries 1o win

uesday ‘s elechion against
Democrat Doug Jones - a
contest that was
o be an easy

leenagers
Moore has denied the

allegations and refuses to
back down

Moore ‘s stealth effort
has left Jones resorting
0 mockery as the Demo-
crat crisscrosses the state

tr} mpullnwln

lhchon.

Republicans

emu.h
will sbandon the 70-year-
old Moore in the wake of
the allegations
“Roy Moore is in nd-
ing. He's kind of hike the

for the Democrat this
weekend
Ben DuPre, a campaign

spokesman, said Moore 1s
back

Sage out any way
can. | know you are the old
media and you get offend
ed when we don't talk o
ou, but we've er
‘ve got F . He's
doing interviews. He's do-
madio.”
campaign
chairman Bill Arrmistead
said Moore has spent
the week dong smaller
unannounced event with

instances
Moore plans to :Im:

uut his cmx
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Rogefio V Solis’ Associated Press

Sunglasses reflect the audwence as a protester wears a Confederate battie flag sticker on her mouth as part of a silent protest 10 the current Mississipp: state lag dunng the grand opening ceremony for the
Museum of Mssssipp: History and he Masssippr Cwil Rights Museum on Saturday. in Ja. kson. Miss A small group of protestions wore the stichers and stood silently holding an alternative flag dunng the

Prograrm

Trump draws protests while -
honoring civil rights heroes

Virginia, over the summer. Trump has also relentlessly
criticized NFL players for knecling duning the national
anthem 1o protest racism and pohice brutality largely
directed at Afncan- Amencan males

Trump opened his presidential campaign by branding
Mexicans as rapists and cniminals, and while campaign
g called for a “complete and total shutdown™ of Mus
hims entering the U S. after a deadly gun attack in San

By Darlene Superville

{ ssociated Press

IACKSON, Miss President Donald Trump has hon
wed higures of the cmvil nghts movement, some famous,
some not, at a ceremony that exposed stark divisions
imong Amencans about his commitment 1o that legacy

(rump on Saturday toured the new Mississippt Civil
Rights Museum and the adjacent Museum of Mississippr,
both m Jackson Outside, demonstrators protested his
presence, some holding signs that said “Make Amernica
Cwvil Again™ and “Lock Him Up™ and otliers shouting

No Trump, no hate, no KKK n the USA ™ During the
opening ceremony, about 25 people stood stlently with
( onfederate hattle flag stickers covering their mouths

[rump spent about 30 minutes at the museums, gave a
| O-munute speech to select guests inside and flew back o
his Flonda estate, skipping the dedication ceremony held
outside on a chilly day He spent more lime gething to
Jackson than he dyd on the ground

In a dehiberate vorce and rarely diverting from has
prepared words, the president sought 1o honor the famous
and the anonymous for theirr efforts on behalf of freedom
and equalhity. He did not acknowledge the anger his par
ncipation had sparked leading up to the dedication

The cvil nghts museum records the oppression,
crucity and impustice inflicted on the Afncan- Amencan
commumty, the fight to bring down Jim Crow and end
segregation, 1o gan the nght to vote and to achieve the
sacred birthnght of equality,” he sasd. “And it's big stuff
hat 's big stull

[rump has been accused of harborning racial amimos
ity, and cnitics cite his blaming of “both sides™ for deadly
violence at a whnte supremacst rally m Charlottesville

Bemardmo,. Cahfornia

The national presadent of the NAACP and the mayor
of Mussissippi ‘s capital city said they kept their distance
from Trump because of his “pompous disregard™ for the
values embodied by the civil nghts movement

Demick Johnson, head of the nation s oldest civil nghts
orgamization, and Mayor Chokwe Lumumba sawd at a
news conference Saturday that they looked forward 10 a

grander opening of the museum that they can attend

“We will never cede the stage 10 an individual who will
johnson sard. “We will not allow the
history of those who sacrificed to be tarmished for polity

fight against us,”

cal expediency

Johnson and L.umumba spoke to about | 00 supporters,
mcluding some who participated m the civil nghts dem
onstratons of the 1960s, at Smuth Robertson Museum
and Cultural Center Once the first public school buiht
for Afncan- Amencans 1 Jackson, it s now a museum to

black history and culture

Lumumba called Trump to task for “his pompous
disregard for all of those factors that will not enable us 1o

stand with him today.”

The state s attorney general, Jim Hood, cnticized Re
publican Gov. Phil Bryant for inviting Trump

that comes over you 1n waves as you see the past, the
struggle, the conflict. |'m so very proud today that the
president of the United States was here 1o see and witness

rump told Sryant the museums would be a “great
legacy  for him as governor

in his remarks, Trump drew on the achievements of
civil nghts veterans

“Today we strive 1o be worthy of their sacrifice,” he
sard. “'We pray for inspiration from their example. We

want our country 1o be a place where every chiid from

Trumg’s

every background can grow up free from fear, innocent
of hatred and surrounded by love, opportunity and hope
Today we pay solemn tribute to our heroes of the past and
dedicate ourselves to building a future of freedom, equal
ity, Justice and peace.

He called the museums
sissippi, love for your nation, love for God-given dignity
written into every human soul

Trump singled out M
NAACP leader who was &
m 1963 His wadow, Myrhe, was in the audhence for
speech and drew a standing ovation when he
ac know ledged her

Trump sand Medgar Evers “knew it was long past hime
for s nation to Nl 1ts founding promise to treat every
citizen as an equal chiid of God
now rests in Arlington National Cemetery “beside men
and women of all mces, backgrounds and walks of hife
who ‘ve served and sacrificed for our country. Their head
stones do not mark the color of their skin but immortalize

“labors of love bove for Mis

r Evers, the Mssissippt
" 10 death outsade his home

"Evers, Trump saud,

the courage of thewr deeds.”

Myrlie Evers did not mention Trump in her remarks a
short time later at the outdoor public ceremony
less of mce, creed or color, we are all Amencans. . I
Mississippi can nise to the occasion, then the rest of the
country should be able 10 do the same “HI'I'..”

“Regard

she sawd

Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., a leader of the crvil nights

Trump’'s

movement, was among those who stayed away He sad

¢ ot the museum opening was an nsult

The White House accused Lewss and othess of impect

“It threw

cold water in the face of people who fought the batties for

cwvil nghts.” Hood saud

Bryant, who introduced Trump, spoke of “the emotion

d wsociared Press writers Jefl Amy and Emuly
Py ttus comtribwted 10 this report

mg politics into a moment it said could be used to bring
people together

H‘mth'r

US Nobel laureate worries politics could undermine science

By David Kevton and Jim Heintz

{ «xere sated Press

STOCKHOLM An Amencan
rescarcher who shared thas year's Nobel
Prize for medicine bluntly cniticized polnt.
wal developments at home in s address
at the lwlrdt'j:h banquet Sunday mght

Michael Rosbash, who was honored for
his work on circadian rhythms — com-
monly called the body clock  expressed
concern that U S. government support
such as that received by him and col
icagues Jefirey Hall and Michael Young s

ngered

We benefited from an enhightened
period in the postwar United States. Owr
Natnonal Institutes of Health have enthu-
siastically and generously supported basic
research . (but) the current climate in the oAy |
LS. 15 a waming that continued "*
cannot be taken for granted.” he sa & -
a short h at the ornate city hall in
Stockho

The 2018 federal budget by
Pressdent Donald Trump calls for cutting
science funding by billions of doflars

“Also in danger is the histic
Amernica into which all of us of born
were Born and raised affer World War 11"
Rosbash sad

“Immigrants and foreigners have
always been an indispensable part of our
country, including its great record in sci-
enfific research.”

|_nersture laureate Karuo Ishiguro of
Britam concern about increas-
ing tensions between social factions

thhthhyﬁlliﬂdm
tribal enmities of commumities fractur
ﬂﬂ

g, who wes bore 8 Jepan

vivor of the stomic bombing
compared her struggle 1o survive in |94

He said Nobel pmnc.ll counterbal-

kmﬂﬂdnhﬂldﬂ
cant contribution to our common human

endeavor.” he said.

capital of Oslo, a sur-
of Hiroshima

Frodrik Sandberg/Associated Press

Michan Nosbash aureste in Medicmne 2017 delvers a speech during the Nobel banguel n he
City Hall on Sunday in Stockholm

10 the objectives of the grup awarded this
year's Nobel's Peace Prize

Setsuko Thurlow, who was | 3 when
the U S bomb devastated her Japanese

city dunng the final weeks of World War

Il.q-uh-lmm-n&h
Nobel-winnmg International ( ampaign 1o
Abolish Nuclear

Thbwﬂhl-lhﬂ-bhuluﬁ
her buried under the rubble. but she was
able to see hight and craw! to safety

In the same way. the campaign to which
she belongs 1s a hubdhl-
M “.
mﬁ-ﬂ*tmm&

Nobel prize it won in Ogtober

“Our light now is the ban treaty,”
low sand

“1 repeat those words that | heard called
0 me n the ruins of Hiroshima: ‘Don’t
give up. Keep pushing. See the light?
Crawl toward 0.

The treaty has been signed by 56
countnes  none of them nuclear powers
and ratified by only three. To become
binding it reyywres ratification by SO

countnes

ICAN Exccutive Director Beatrice
Fihn, who accepted the prize along with
Thurlow, said that while the treaty is (2
from ratification “now, at long last, we
have an unequrvocal norm agamst nuc lear
weapons.

“This is the way forward. There is only
one way o prevent the use of nuclear
weapons  prohibit and eliminate them ~
Fihn saxd

The prize winners were announced n
October Al except the peace prize were
awarded i Sweden on Sunday

The other laurestes were Amernican
Richard Thaler for his work in behavior|
economics, American physicists Kip
Thorne, Rainer Weiss and Barry Barish
for confirming the existence of gravity
waves, and Jacques Dubochet of Switzer
land, American Joachim Frank and Rich
ard Henderson of the United Kingdom for
advances in electron microscopy

Thur

reported this story in Oslo and AP writer
Jim Heintz reported from Moscow
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RECOGNIZING MIDLAND'S UNSUNG HEROES & VOLUNTEERS

“HE'LL BE RIGHT THERE
TO HELP MAKE THE
IMPOSSIBLE, POSSIBLE"

t has beer a joy to watch Aaron Battley a man who
serves others with a piving heart, grow in the sprt
{ making the world a better place

have known Aaron for more than 1) yean
Durng this tme. one thing has become dear Thas
m.an 1 absolutely one of the most philanthropac
people | know just ask aryone m Mucland. they
will tedl you that Asron, through ether Carmo's or
lexas Roadhouse, has played a key role i ther
rpanizaton s fundraner

Aaron has 2 ‘never-qay-che” atttude whach n
ontagoun when t comet 1o overcomng obstackes
el be nght there 10 help make the mposuble
rovuble

iy work wath Seruor | imk Medland has macke
posuble 1o honor owr homebound veterang For the
past several yeary Aaron has partnered with Seror

bk Micdland 10 ensure that even homebound
veteram are able '0 be honored through the Texas
Roarthouse Veterans Day meal

Aaron loves people and he loves his busmesns \Whae
makes Agron 0 special to this community 11 that he
'reaty (everyone ) hke they are the most mportant
nerson m the world Mve seen him with hny stafl and
h customery, everyone loves hine it o truly ar
honor 10 nomenate Aaron Battles for 57 faces

Trocy Renton, development director, Servor [ ink
Aty of

Human enerqgy

“HE IS TRULY CHANGING THE FACE OF OUR
COMMUNITY FOR THE BETTER"

Aaron Battles s a wonderful example of why Medland 1 a great place to bve

He has been a blesuing for Big Brothery Big Sisters Whenever we have ash~d for
help, the response has always been “Absohntely” For many rears (100 many to count)
he and his crew at Texas Roadhouse have cooked, delvered and donated food for
bowders during our anmal Bowl For Kicls' Sake, helping 10 ensure we rane the money
needed 10 serve the children in owr program

Frve years ago, we had to find a new locaton for our Breakfast with Santa — an annual
event in whach the dhidren n our program have breakfast with thew famihes see Santa
and choose a gft. \We were 2 itvle hestant about approaching Aaron because we feh
he was already doing so much, but we couldn’t think of where else to turm W asked
and he promptly anvwered ‘Absolutely” S0 for the past five yeary he and the crew
lexas Roadhouse open early on a Saturday moming pust for Big Brothers Big Sestery, and
they provide a great breakfast 1o the 150 or w0 people who attend

Aaron thares his love of gving back with hy employees fnends and family His daughter
and her Inends often swerve as ‘ebves” (complete with the eary) at our Breakfast wath
Santa Starting early on a Saturday morrung makes 1t a very long day for the crew at
Texas Roadhouse but we never wee anything but urdles from everyone there

Perhaps the most impressive part s that Big Brothers Bag Sisters i just one of many

nonprofits and schook that Aaron and Texas Roadhouse wupport He u truly changng
the face of our communtty for the bener

Keay Crites, evecutive diwector Bag Brothery Big Sisters of Midland

Fuels Our Community

Chevron supports Midland.

AARON
BATTLES

TEXAS ROADHOUSE

partner of Texas Roadhouse-Mdland
spnce NLvember 2010 | have served
on the board of Unlock Mimistries

for etght years, | am a volunteer

cross countryftrack coach at Medland
Chrstian, and | support Meals on
Wheels Veteran's Day lunch mmative
Breakfast with Santa - Big Brother's Big
Sisters, Kick 4 Kenya - KWO Ministries,
blood drives - United Blood Services
and Tour De Vine - March of D'mes

In your position at Texas
Roadhouse, how did you get
involved with local nonprofit
organizations, especially Senior
Link Midland? When my family

and | first moved to Madland and |

was still working with Carno’s, Kob
Nix Limcoin mvited me to support an
event for the orgamization that i1 now
Serwor Link It was a taste of the town,
and | reahzed Midlanders enjoyed
gong to events ke that, and they
supported nonprofts they felt strongly
about Ower ime, | noticed the same
restaurants and companies were ahwvay’
atl these bncdt of events That't how |
met jerry Morales, and as | was asked
10 support more events, | would ask
Is jervy poing to be there ™ o he was |
wis there 100

What unexpected lesson have

you learned while helping these
nonprofits!? The unexpected lesson:
"ve learmed are from some of the
great leaders in Owr community The
ieaders 've supported the longest
are those who have decided 1o be
excellent at whatever they do Al
Texas Roadhouse, we hke 10 way. “Be
egendary” These leaders won't take
no for an answer, and they hnd way
1o become better at what they do The
Tracy Remtons, Saul Merreras. Trebsa
srsmores and Ben Walls of the world
nspre you with thew paswon fo.
thewr organzation  You know when
vou support them, they will make ,
Afererce in the lives of the people
thew organizabong serve Ag 3 result
"ve become a better leader

Why is volunteerism a priority

for you? | rarely say "no” 10 any
srganization From a buuness
perspective it gets Texas Roadhouse s
name out there | grew up with two
amarng parents (Mary Helen and
Burrwe Batties) who voluntesred 3 lot
W thew free time They were ahwayy
volunteering at our church or being
the “water boyt” at my high school
‘oothall games, and they taught my
brother sister and me the importance
of grving back 've had a blewsed e
and | enjoy helping othery

How long has Midland bee~ your
home, and why have you stayed?
ve hved in MacRand a Iitle over 1)
years. My family and | moved here

a' a hme when we were ready to
jettie down U5 4 great City 10 run 3
restaurant, or any business, and it's
Deen a great Oty 1o rase my ks

readers to know abowt you? Comyg
back to my "Be legendary” comment
"m very proud of my team at Texa
Hoadhoute as we were voted Best
Restaurant and Best Steak m Madland
by the readers of the MRT We know
we are not perfect, but we strive 10 be
every shift Other than that, my favorte
pastime is grabbing my gerifnend
Jessica, and heading 10 one of our fouwr
nds sporting eventy/activities and
emoying time with our family.
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Digital gifts can simplify holiday shopping

By Lauren Zumbach
Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO - It's Christmas Eve, you
still have gifts to buy, and as the hours tick
by, your options grow thin

Anything you order online won't armive
in time. A gift card feels impersonal
You're skeptical that something picked
primanly because 1t was in stock at a
retatler open late on a hohday will be a
hit, and don 't want to saddie the recipient,
or yoursell, with the hassle of returning a

slapdash gift

This year, more retailers are giving
desperate last-minute shoppers another
option — e-gifts

After choosing an item 1o give on a
retaller’'s website, a gift-giver can send a
message by email, text or Facebook mes
sage inviting the recipient to “vnwrap™
their present. |he customer doesn 't have
to know the size, color, or even home
address — the recipient provides all that
information. If the recipient doesn 't hike
it, the giver never has to know — the gift's
value can be applied to something else

Like gift cards, which more than half
of consumers plan to buy this holiday
season, e-gifls are procrastinator-friendly
and reduce the rnisk of guessing wrong on
size or style. But unlike the ubiquitous
gift card, which can be grabbed while in
Une af the supermarket or printed from a
home computer, e-gifts are designed to let
givers show they put in at least a bit more
Ihnuﬂhl

Nordstrom, Macy's and Amencan Grant
have offered e-gifting options for at least
a year. But more retatlers have joined the
bandwagon within the last year, inClud

(GET YOUR MOTO RUNNING

’*‘W

Courtesy of SR internetionslTNS

Motobol 2 0. a jont ressarch progect of SR international and Yarmaha Molor Ventures in Menio Park, Calll  is shown in a promotional image The
2 year -oid Motobot progact, whach n its second lersbon recently achveved spoeds higher than 124 miles par howr empioys a humanosd robot on an
nmodified Yamaha YZF R1M 10 les! ways 10 norease performance and speed while boosting ndershep safety

Robot tries to move faster
than human motorcycle racer

By Kevin Kelly

Mercury News

Researchers who want to leave one
of the world 's fastest motorcyclists in
their robot s dust farled in two attempts
but they aren | ready to give up

Since late 2014, Menlo Park, Calif
based SR! International’'s robotics divy
sion has partnered with Yamaha Motor
Co. 10 perfect Motobot, a humanoid ro
bot that controls an unmodified Yamaha
YZF-RIM and transmits data to boos!
its performance, maneuverability and
speed. The goal s to create smoother
rides and increase nder safety

The Yamaha YZF-RIM happens to be
the same motorcycle used by Valentino
Rossi, a nine-time Grand Prix world
champion from Haly whose lap time
the SRI/'Yamaha team has been trying
o beat. The joint venture failed twice
by about 30 seconds, most recently in
(ctober

With Motobot 2.0, the second itera
tion, the team did manage 1o exceed
| 24 mph, roughly 30 mph faster than
the first version

Speed 1s important because “the

@'Exns

higher the speed, the greater the
requirement on sensing, computing, po
sihhoning and more,” said Hiroshi Sayo,
CEO and managing director al Yamaha
Motor Ventures and Laboratory Silicon
Valley. “In short, the higher the speed,
the greater the technical challenge We
wanted to establish the comprehensive
capabilities of professional test nders

Satjo left the door open 1o racing
Rossi a third time and hinted there
may be a Motobot 1.0. He said Yamaha
plans to continue collaborating with
SRI researchers, though what that next
joint project will be is yet to be deter
mined

The team achieved higher speed by
switching the robot’s frame from alu
minum to light carbon fiber, which also
freed space for more battenies farther
down the robot’s legs, giving it a lower
center of gravity. Brign Foster, SRI's
Motobot project manager, said the
lower center of gravity allowed Moto-
bot to accelerate more quickly without
doing a wheelie

“In order 1o improve a system like
this, you have to find out where it
doesn’t perform well.” Foster said

i R | G

' HIRE |

You have to find its limits before vou
can change its code or change its hard
ware 1o make improvements. ... We're
constantly testing right at that threshold
of s capability. If Motobot goes be
yond that limit, then he might crash ™

Beyond improving future Yamaha
motorcycles, SRI and the local Yamaha
team say they hope the research will
lead 10 robots integrating with other
vehicles, such as farming and mining
equipment. Foster said deploying ro
bots on existing unmodified vehicles is
far less expensive than creating autono
mous vehicles, particularly important in
developing nations. And, he said, why
throw away perfectly good equipment’

Saljo sard such robots could also im
prove the health and safety of workers
by keeping them out of some hazardous
industrial zones

“1 think that ... a key role for robotics
1 to keep humans away from dangerous
or contaminated areas,” he said “
are many labor-intensive industnial uses

where humans are at risk ™

Distributed by Tribune
Comtent Agenc

ing Target, Lilly Pulitzer, Vera Bradley
and Gap's Banana Republic and Athleta
divisions.

“People don’t necessanly know what
size thewr fnends or famuly it in, or what
fatters them. Fit isn't just size, but how
they hike it to fit, which can be very per
sonal.” said Noam Paransky, senior vice
president of digital at Gap. “This gives the
gift-giver the option of choosing some-
thing they think would be great or want
to share, but they can give without the

Please see E-GIFTSM4B

Instagram
releases most
photographed

locations and
cities of 2017

By Megan Mcdonough
Washington Post

What s the pomt of traveling the
world if you cant shace it or boast
about t  with desk-bound fnends
back home”

Instagram, the popular photo-sharing
platform, has become a fan favor
e among travelers, who often post
wanderiust- inducing photos from their
worldly adventures o remand loved
ones they re on vacabon  and veny
*happy about 1

The app recently released its year
in-review data, which included, among

other stats, the most photographed

crhes, locations and museums, based on
geotageed data, of 2017 Instagram s
data weam also mghhghted the top
hashtags and filters used by its global
commumnity of R00 milhon users thas
past year

The Hi‘ '\ﬂ'ﬂf and the House of
Mouse ook the top slots for most
photographed city and location, respe
tively, while Pans™ Louvre Museum
was the most Instagrammed museum
workdwide (no d thanks o tounsts
countiess seifies with the “Mona Lsa™)

The Metropohtan Museum of Art i
New York took first place among U S
museums, while Washington's Hirsh
horm Museum and Sculpture Garden
cracked the top 10 - st No. 8 - for
the first ime, probably because of
Yayor Kusama's wildly popular and
photo- fnendly mirrored llJlnll} roOms
Nearty 160,000 people expenenced the
museum ‘s record-breaking K usama
exhibition and posted around 34,000
snapshots from it on theyr Instagram ac
counts, according to the museum

Here are a few of the site's top lists

MosT INSTAGRAMMED
cares or 2017

New York
Moscomw
L.ondon
Sao Paulo
Pans

Los Angeles

St Petersburg, Russia
Jakarta, Indoncsia

9 Istanbul
10. Barcelona

« R T RN SR R

MosT INSTAGRAMMED
LOCATYONS OF 2017

. Disneyland, Anabetm, Calid
Times Square, New York
Central Park, New York
Eiffel Tower, Pans

S Tokyo Disneyland

6. Disney's Magic Kingdom,

Orlando

7. Louvre Museum, Paris

5. Brookiyn Bridge, New York

9. Disney California Adventure Park,

Anaheim, Califorma

10. Las Vegas Stmp

MosT INSTAGRAMMED
MUSEUMS (GLORAL) OF 2017

| Louvre Museum. Pars

Please see INSTAGRAM 4R
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| 700 W. Wal St | www centersty org
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Years of bailouts fazl fo help ? GOREN BRIDGE
sister who's drowning in debt

DEAR ABBY: My only
sister has been “borrowing

moneyfrom me very o DEAR ABBY W

credit card debt and cannot Wrise Dosr Abby of wers Deay 480 com or PO () | — Nesther vainerable, as South two Clubs. Good Juck

afford 10 meet her monthly Box AOE0. Los Angeiex, (A YRGS [ler colwmn s you hodd Q } — East-West vuinerable, as

financial obligations
. by | Prans |
Last year, my husband and harributed My | 'miversal Press Svodcate

| paid her property taxes for $6VIR630OAKSIOQI07Y  Sowh, you hold

her so she wouldn't lose her
house It was over $5,000 She  that you have already given and | are Rercely feminist and | WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH #AR3IDAJI20J7640K4

promised 1o pay us back with her mformation about debt independent, but | still think |
her tax return money, but we consolidation, and that you it would have been the caring INT N Dbi* R 1ght-hand opponent opens one heart

never saw a dime will no longer continue pour thing to do. My own father | .
| have given her information  ing and your husband + would, even | was 40, | Negative, values with no clear wd What call would you make”

on debt consolidation pro- -earned money down a and he still does it 1o this day. | _

grams and offered to pay for bottomiess pit. Then stick to It didn’t bother my daugh- What call would you make’ A — Double is out — you can't sup-
her 10 file bankruptcy, but she our . |

her financial situation DEAR ABBY: My husband ink W’ 1 , ‘
She works and makes OK  and |, 2|,-¢mh-pp5ym go . - thew spade fit. Put some pressure on~ enough 1o bid one no-tremp. What's

money. Her husband 1s dis- ned, have a recurring problem |
abled, but Social Security It rarely happens, but when it ' | them by beddng four hearts left” Pass.

and a smal ., She also does. it causes an argument. : ~
aunuit s sl Ghilh. whe e » | Q2 — North-South vuinerable, a Q 4 — Both vulnersble, as South, you

doesn’t work, and she smok : generation | ' |
hhlch* . - | South. you hold hold

P, ed Lo ",:"‘,i',‘,:“ - OKISADAKOIOEOAKQS  #65UAKTION42HA 1064
S | * s | WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

With Bob Jones

money, but she stll
month. This is causing a stran

nm 1 don 't know ’
:hli,tl:ﬂ to do. Any words . * Pass INT * ¥ o

of advice would be . , W N

ated “'nmor - " What call would you make What call would vou make’

*wjf’:%w 72." ' A — Don't double, as that will srely A — It's dangerous 10 bid ot the five
fetch a duamond td from partner You  level, hut you cannot suppress magmif -

can't pass with such a massive hand ient support hke thes Bud five hearts

either Pick between two hearts and with confidence
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Apps

App Store Official Charts
for the week ending Dec. 3

Top Paid iPhone Apps:

1. Heads Up!, Warner Bros

2 Minecrafl. Mojang

3 kirakira+, Kentaro Yama

4. Plague Inc. Ndemic
Creations

5 Monument Valley 2
ustwo Games Lid

8. Bloons TD 5 Ninja Kiwi

7T 1Schedule HotSchedules

8 NBA 2X18. 2K

9. Facetune, Lightricks Lid

10. Trivia Crack (No Ads),
Etermanx

Top Free IPhone Apps
1 YouTube Wailch, Listen,
Stream, Google Inc
2 Rules of Survival, Ne
lE ase Games
Messenger, Facebook

Snapchat, Snap Inc
instagram_ Instagram

F acebook . Facebook Inc
Rush, Kelichapp
Amazon Mobile, AMIN
Mobile LLC
9 Gmal — Email by
Google, Google Inc
10 Google Maps — GPS
Navigaton Google Inc

Top Paid iPad Apps

1 Minds On Physics the
App — Part 1, Physics Class-
room, LLC

2 Minecraft. Moyang

3 Procreate Savage Inter-
active Pty Lid |

4 Monument Velley 2 Antonio Perer’Chcago Tribune TNS
ustwo Games L!id

5. The Escapists, Team17 Store manager Lisa Stasch demonstrates the oGt card al the Athieta store in the Oak Brook shopping mall in Chicago on Nov 28 Several reladers are grving cusiomens
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