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Conference
center study

results are
due Monday

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Members of the, Big
Spring Conventions and
Visitors Bureau board of
directors are holding
their collective breath, as
the results of a feasibility
study on the construction
of a hotel conference cen-
ter is slated for presenta-
tion Monday.

Set for 5:30 p.m.
Monday at the Dora
Roberts Community
Center, the presentation
should take approximate-
ly 30 minutes, according
to CVB Director Dana
Baker.

Baker said the need for
the feasibility study was
first pointed out by mem-
bers of the community.

“The CVB board of
directors was approached
by people from the com-
munity who were inter-
ested in looking at a con-
vention and hotel visitor
center,” said Baker.
“They approached the
CVB so we could fund the
project because we
thought it was a quality
project that could really
work for our area.

“They went out and -
found an organization
that works international-
ly, specifically for towns
like Big Spring. From
this, we now have a
rough draft.”

The presentation of the
study will be made by

e 20

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer
The Local Advisory

Panel (LAP) for the Big
Spring VA  Hospital
Capital Asset Realign-
ment for Enhanced
Services (CARES) project
has confirmed times for
the Sept. 1 hearing con-
cerning the facility.

The hearing, is slated
from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. at
Dorothy Garrett

By THOMAS JENKINS

Staff Writer

As the Local -Advisory
Panel for the Big Spring
VA Medical Center gets
ready to hold its second
meeting in reference to
the Capital Asset
Realignment for Enhan-
ced Services (CARES)
project Sept. 1, it appears
the new “catch phrase” is

Paul Sajovec, senior vice Contttny phote oing to be options
president with HVS Wednesday, representatives from ALON USA Energy Inc. (NYSE:ALJ), gathered to gThgt‘s th[()a méssa e
Convention, Sports & “ring iIn a new era” during the opening bell ceremony at the New York Stock delivered to the Bgi
Entertainment Facilities Exchunge (NYSE) to commemorate the listing and initial trading of the company's Spring Area Chamber 0%
Consulting. stock. The company’'s common stock began trading on the NYSE under the tickeér sym- Commerce Wednesday

“They came to our town

See CENTER, Page 3A

bol “ALJ" on July 28. Pictured Trom™ et aré Shraga Biran, ALON USA founder; Robert
Britz, NYSE president and Co-COO; Jeff Morris, ALON USA president and CEO; and David
Wiessman, ALON USA chairman.

afternoon, as Shelley
Smith, chief executive

LAP confirms
times for 2nd
VAMC hearing

Key event set from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sept. 1 at Dorothy Garrett Coliseum

Coliseum and will be the
second of four such meet-
ings planned to help gath-
er public comment on the
realignment effort, which
could have a drastic
affect on the long-time
Big Spring facility.

“This meeting is a very
important one for gather-
ing feedback from the
public,” said John Fears,

See LAP, Page 3A

Mental health needs
for veterans growing,

chamber board hears

More importantly, Big Spring VAMC
poised to play major role in treatment

“ .there’s '
nQ better
site to
deliver
these
services
than right here in Big
Spring, Texas.”

|
Smith 1
\

officer for West Texas
Centers for MHMR, said
the current data being
used in the study sup-

See VAMC, Page 3A - «.

United Way’s Dine out Day will get under way this week

Specilal to the Herald

The United Way of Big Spring
and Howard County is asking
for the public to participate in
“Dine Out Day for United Way”
again this year.

For the third year in a row, a
different restaurant will be rec-
ognized each Friday as the

United Way’s “Restaurant - of
the Week.” Each of the restau-
rants will donate a portion of
their sales to the United Way.
Last year, the program was a
successful fund-raiser for Both
the restaurants and the United

Way, according  to Cheryl
Truszkowski, chairman of the
Dine Out Day event.

This Friday, Al’s and Son Bar-
B-Q will begin this year’s fund-
raiser by hosting a steak night.
Al’s and Son is the first restau-
rant in this popular series of 14
that will participate.

The United Way helps 15 local
agencies, American Red Cross,
West Texas Chapter; Boy's Club
of Big Spring; Buffalo Trail

Council, Boy Scouts of
America; CASA of West Texas;

Center; West Texas Girl Scout
Council; and YMCA of Big

Council on Aging (Meals on
Wheels); Dora Roberts
Rehabilitation Center; Howard
County Humane Society; Isaiah
58; Northside Community
Center; Salvation Army; Victim
Services; Westside Community
Center; Westside Day Care

Spring.

For more information, contact
the United Way at 267-5201.

If a local restaurant wishes to
participate in Dine Out Day
and has not been contacted,
they are asked to call
Truszkowski at 267-1113.

Fair queen contest deadline extended through workday Friday

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Organizers of the Howard
County Fair Queen contest
have extended the entry dead-
line for the event.

Nancy Howard, one of the
event’s directors, said interest-
ed persons have until 5§ p.m.
Friday to enter the event,
which is one of the mainstays

of the annual county fair.

“We have a great prize pack-
age this year,” Howard said.
“We want those girls to enter
because they can win so many
things.”

The contest is open to resi-
dents of Howard and adjoining
counties. Entrants must be of
high school age or be attending
Howard College or SouthWest
Collegiate Institute for the Deaf,

INDEX

AUCTION SET TONIGHT

The Fourth Annual Howard County
Humane Society Auction, featuring

and must have never been mar-
ried or had children, Howard
said.

The winner of this year’s con-
test will win a $300 scholarship
to Howard College, a photo ses-
sion and one free 8-inch-by-10-
inch photo from J Renee’
Photography, a month’s free
tanning at Tanique Tanning
Salon, a gift from Faye’s

. Flowers, and the traditional

COMING THIS WEEKEND

. 8
tiara, dozen roses and banner.

First runner-up will receive a
$200 scholarship to HC, while
second runner-up will receive a
$100 scholarship.

Howard said all contestants
will receive a gift package for
entering.

Interested young women can
pick up entry forms at the
county 4-H office at the county
courthouse, Posey Cotton Co.,

Cover Story:
Talk show host

and Faye’s Flowers.

For more information, contact
Howard at 353-4448 or Janice
Barnes at 353-4434.

The queen contest will be held
at 2 p.m. Saturday at the
Municipal Auditorium.

The event is free to the public,
Howard said.

The Howard County Fair
begins Wednesday at the the
county fairgrounds.

A GUMMY SITUATION

ALBUQUERQUE (AP) — It was dis-
gusting, but not a felony. A dental
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lots of autographed memorabilia,
expense-paid trips and more, will be
held at 7 p.m. today in the Dora
Roberts Community Center. .

Items for auction will be available
for preview at 6 p.m., and fajitas and
libations will be available, said Jo
Stone, coordinator.

All proceeds go to the local Humane
Society. Last year’s auction brought
in about $47,000 for the animal shel-
ter. The local Humane Society cur-
rently houses about 147 dogs and
more than 50 cats.

Don Imus has
turned his
ranch in Ribera,
N.M,, into a
summer camp
for children
who are cancer
survivors. At

' v this working
ranch, the word “cancer” is never
mentioned, and children are treated
as if they are just like their healthy
counterparts as they ride horses and
enjoy other ranch activities.

student who sent some chewed bubble
gum along with a money order to pay
a speeding ticket has been found
innocent of felony counts of mailing a
threat. The wad of gum was treated
as a HAZMAT incident when a work-
er at the Santa Fe Motor Vehicle
Division office opened the envelope.
A note with the gum read: “Caution
Touch at your own risk or use gloves.
Ha-ha.” An attorney for 24-year-old
Rosemary Ho argued it was “the stu-
pid act of a young girl,” not a terror-
ist threat. The federal jury agreed.
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Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Wednesday and 8 a.m.
today:

« MICHAEL SEAY, 26, of 204 S. Runnels, was arrest-
ed Wednesday on four local warrants.

« JAY BILLINGSLEY, 39, of 510 Jeffrey, was arrest-
ed Wednesday on a charge of driving while license
invalid.

« MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ, 29, of 3209 Auburn, was
arrested Wednesday and held for the U.S. Marshal
Service.

« HOWARD FOSTER, 29, of 1002 N. Main Street,
was arrested Wednesday on a Howard County warrant
and charges of failure to identify and a parole viola-
tion. .

« NICHOLAS BYRNE, 18, of 608 E. 15th Street, was

arrested Wednesday on charges of driving while

license invalid and driving under the influence by a
minor.

« JOE ERNEST VALENCIA SR., 42, of 2002 N.E.
Third Street, was arrested Wednesday on charges of
failure to identify, resisting arrest and a Howard
County warrant.

« ERIC ANTHONY VALENCIA, 20, of 801 W. FM
700, was arrested Wednesday on a charge of

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

« JASPER MCCARTNEY, 30, was arrested
Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of theft by check.

« EMIEL JOZEF VANDERMISSEN, 47, was arrest-
ed Wednesday by the HCSO on a judgment/sentence
for possession of a controlled substance.

« ROY D. STEWART, 51, was arrested Wednesday
by the HCSO on charges of unauthorized use of a
motor vehicle, fraudulent use/possession of identify-
ing information, 18 counts of credit/debit card abuse
and 18 counts of tampering with government records
license/seal to defraud or harm.

* GEORGE CHAPMAN COKER, 53, was arrested
Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of public intoxi-
cation. .

« THOMAS FAY, 65, was arrested Wednesday on a
charge of public intoxication.

Weather

Tonight—Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 70s.
South winds 10 to 15 mph.

Friday—Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 90s. South
winds 10 to 15 mph.

Friday night—Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper 60s.
South winds 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday—Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 90s.
Southeast winds around 10 mph.

Saturday night—Partly cloudy with isolated showers
and thunderstorms. Lows in the 1&9: 60s. ,. .5« .

+ - Sunday—Partly. cloudy with a slight chanc -
ers and isolated thunderstorms. Highs in mmr
‘90s. The chance of rain is 20 percent.

Sunday night—Partly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows in the
upper 60s.

Monday—Partly cloudy with
storms. Highs in the mid 90s.

Monday night—Partly cloudy. Lows around 70.

Tuesday—Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 90s.

Tuesday night—Partly cloudy. Lows around 70.

Wednesday —Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 90s.

isolated thunder-

« EDUCATION AND EDUCATORS IN HOWARD
COUNTY opens at Heritage Museum with a reception
from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. Saturday. Call 267-8255 for
more information.

« DONATIONS OF NEW STUFFED TOYS FOR
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES are being
accepted through Sep. 1. Drop off new, up to 18-inch
stuffed toys at any fire station or at one of the EMS
booths at the Howard County Fair. Cash donations to
purchase stuffed toys are also being accepted. For
more information, contact Joel Miller at 267-4082 or
213-1221.

* DONATIONS TO DEFRAY COSTS OF FUNERAL
EXPENSES FOR 14-YEAR-OLD ISIDRO GONZALES
are being accepted at Myer’s & Smith Funeral Home.
He died Aug. 12 from leukemia. Make donations direct-
ly to Meyers & Smith at P.O. Box 2760, Big Spring
79721-2760.

assault/family violence.

 CHRISTOPHER LEE FUQUA, 34, of 2604
Richmondell, was arrested Phursday on a charge of
driving while intoxicated - third or more offense.

* THEFT was reported: ‘

- in the 1100 block of Stanford.

- in the 400 block of Birdwell Lane.

- in the 1700 block of FM 700.

- in the 200 block of Marcy.

« RESISTING ARREST, SEARCH OR TRANS-
PORTATION was reported in the 2500 block of Gregg
Street.

* FAILURE TO IDENTIFY AS A FUGITIVE FROM
JUSTICE was reported:

- in the 2500 block of Gregg Street.

- in the 500 block of Goliad.

* DISORDERLY CONDUCT was reported in the 500
block of Lamesa.

« ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was
reported:

- in the 800 block of FM 700.

- in the 2100 block of Runnels.

« ASSAULT WITH INTENT TO CAUSE BODILY
INJURY/FAMILY VIOLENCE was reported in the
200 block of W. Marcy.

Fire/EMS

| The Big Spring Fire Department reported the follow-
ing activity:

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of
Simler. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of Sunset.
One person was transported to SMMC.

o MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 200 block of
Veterans Boulevard. One person was transported to
the Big Spring State Hospital.

« STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 2600 block

| Lottery

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 2-6-23-30-36. Bonus Ball: 43.

Number matching five of five, plus Bonus Ball: none.

Number matching five of five: 4. Prize: $5,977.

Number matching four of five, plus Bonus Ball: 11.
Prize: $1,972.

Number matching four of five: 472. Prize: $98.

Number matching three of five, plus Bonus Ball: 421.
Prize: $97.

Number matching three of five: 17,314. Prize: $5.

Number matching two of five, plus Bonus Ball: 5,440.
Prize: $5.

Number matching one of five, plus Bonus Ball:
23,667. Prize: $3.

Estimated, jackpot for Saturday night drawing: $40
million. ‘

Lg |

Results of the Cash 5 dtawing Wednesd&y'night:

Winning numbers drawn: 6-12-29-30-34.

Number matching five of five: none.

Matching four of five: 104. Prize: $457.

Matching three of five: 2,802. Prize: $12.

Matching two of five: 31,414. Prize: $2.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Thursday night.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 1-3-1

Take note

cancer patients to treatment in Midland. This requires
just a few hours commitment each month. To volun-
teer, or to request a ride for treatment, call LaWanda
Hamm at 263-7827.

* BIG SPRING HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1995 10-
YEAR REUNION is set for Homecoming weekend.
For information about the events, contact bshs
1995@yahoo.com or call Amanda or Stacie at 267-1353.

» CLASS OF 1970 35th ANNIVERSARY HOME-
COMING set for September. All classmates should
send an e-mail address to Clarinda Harris Wright at
richardwright@cox.net. For more information, visit
www.bshsalumni.com/SiteMap/htm.

« THE BIG SPRING HIGH SCHOOL OLD-TIMERS
(those who graduated before 1940) are planning a
Qeunion for the annual BSHS Homecoming Sept. 16-17.

nyone able to attend a reunion Sept. 17 should call

432-267-2900 and leave phone and address information.

* THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY need good con- ,

dition books for an annual sale. Paperbacks and large
print items are especially needed. Donated books can
be delivered to the library weekdays during regular
operating hours. If unable to bring the books to the
library, call 263-4980 and request a pick up. All money
from the sale goes to purchase items not included in
the library’s regular budget.

* SAM SOLEYN, FORMER SPEAKER AT LIVING
WATER FELLOWSHIP will be speaking at the Dora
Roberts Community Center at 6 p.m. Saturday and 10
a.m. Sunday. For more information, contact Jim
Alexander at 457-2202.

« HOWARD COUNTY FAIR WEB SITE is
www.howardcountyfairoftexas.com

« THE MOBILE MEALS PROGRAM that delivers
meals to the elderly and homebound needs volunteers
to deliver meals. If you can spare one hour per week
to deliver eight or 10 meals, you are needed. About 85
to 90 meals are prepared, packaged and delivered to
recipients within the city limits of Big Spring. If you
can volunteer, please call 263-4016 before 3 p.m.

« ROAD TO RECOVERY, sponsored by the
American Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive

* HOWARD COUNTY CHILD WELFARE BOARD

9 o N . . .
is seeking financial donations to provide support for
»children in Howard County who have been removed

from their home due to abuse or neglect. Contact Patti
Richard at 432-559-6953 or mail donations to HCCWB
P.0O. Box 3101 Big Spring, 79721.

* LEGAL AID OF NORTHWEST TEXAS is accept-
ing appointments for 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and
third Wednesday of each month. Individuals seeking
legal advice for matters concerning family law,
divorce, custody and child support issues, social secu-
rity cases, employment and housing may contact the
office to schedule an appointment. Criminal cases are
not accepted. Anyone recently served with legal docu-
ments should call the office immediately at 800-926-

Coronado Hills Apartments
lm-$375-2m-947503m-0575d
801 W. Marcy * 432-267-6500

Big Spring, Texas 79720

Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking
& Washer - Dryer Conn. @
2-3 Bedroom

Bulletin board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or emall

?oBgl?izd the Red Shield event at the SalvauoP
Army. Call 267-8239 for more information.

« Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267-

79.

64- Citizen's Police Academy Alumni Association
meets at 5:30 p.m. in the RSVP office at 501 Runnels. |
« American Legion Post 506 meets at 6 p.m. Call

263-2084 for more information.

« Rackley-Swords 379, Vietnam Veterans of
America meets at 7 p.m. in the Sparenburg Building,
309 S. Main St. ‘

« Big Spring Masonic Lodge No. 1340 meets at 7:30
p.m. at 2101 Lancaster.

FRIDAY

« Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9
a.m. until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Members
bring their own lunch. Call 267-1037 or 267-7281 for
more information.

« AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

« Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in
the Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell
Lane.

« Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center country and
western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. featur-
ing Monroe Casey and the Prowlers. All area seniors
are invited.

SATURDAY

« American Legion Post 506 fish fry from noon
until 3 p.m. $7 per plate and carry-out is available.
Public is invited. The post is located at 3203 W.
Highway 80. Call 263-2084 for delivery.

e “Education and Educators in Howard County”
opens with a reception from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. at
Heritage Museum.

» Big Spring Shrine Club meets at 6:30 p.m. at
Goliad and First streets for a meal with a meeting to
follow.

« Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

« Big Spring Squares. Call 267-7043 or 263-6305 for
more information. '

Support groups

THURSDAY

e Narcotics Anonymous, non-smoking discussion
meeting, 8- 9 p.m., at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church,
1001 Goliad.

* Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;
women’s meeting; 6:30-7:30 p.m. Non-smoking closed
discussion meeting, 8-9 p.m.

* Alzheimers Support Group meets at 2 p.m. on the
third Thursday of each month at The Texas State
Veterans Home, 1809 N. Hwy 87. For more informa-
tion call Orand Carroll 268-8387.

FRIDAY

¢ AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1
p.m. at 605 Settles. Noon open Big Book study meet-
ing, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

5630 or 432-686-0647.

* A SAVINGS ACCOUNT TO BENEFIT LOVE
FROM HOME has been established at Citizen’s
Federal Credit Union. Love From Home is a local
effort to provide personal items needed by the soldiers
serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Contact the cred-
it union at 267-6373 to contribute funds to offset the
cost of postage for the packages mailed to the soldiers.

* CHRIST’S COMMUNITY CHURCH is looking for
infant cars seats to be given to needy families. Call
Karen at 263-3517 or the church at 263-5683.

* BIG SPRING AND SURROUNDING counties are
in critical need of foster families. Foster parents are
the caretakers for the children in the community who
have been abused or neglected. For more information
on becoming foster parents or adoptive families, call
the Children’s Protective Services office at 263-9669.

* SPRING TABERNACLE CHURCH, 1209 Wright,
has free food for the area needy. Distribution is sched-
uled from 10 a.m. to noon every Thursday.
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Cornell: Investigation continues
into altercation at Flight Line Unit

HERALD Staff Report

Five staff members
were injured, with one
requiring hospitalization,
following an altercation
at the Cornell Corrections
Flight Line Unit over the
weekend, according to a
press release made avail-
able to the Herald
Wednesday afternoon.

According to the state-
ment, dated Aug. 15, the
altercation began at 8:30
p.m. Saturday when sev-

eral staff members at the
Big Spring Correctional
Center’s Flight Line Unit
were assaulted by
inmates.

“One staff member did
sustain injuries that
required hospital treat-
ment and four other staff

members sustained minor
injuries,” the report
reads. “No inmate

injuries were reported.
Minor facility damage
was reported.

“Cornell prison officials

and additional staff
responded to the facility
and the Big Spring Police
Department also respond-
ed to assist with outside
perimeter security. An
investigation is being
conducted by prison per-
sonnel and no further
information is available.”

Big Spring Fire
Department responded to
a report of a fire at the

unit at 11:11 p.m.
Saturday but ‘did not
enter the facility.

LAP

Continued from Page 1A

LAP Chairperson. “At
this meeting, the options
developed by the VA con-
tractors will be presented
to the general public and
others for their feedback.

“According to the
process, the contractor,
PriceWaterhouseCoopers
(PwC), was asked to use
their best technical judg-
ment to develop the
options after listening to
stakeholder input from
the LAP meeting, stake-
holder mail, Web site
comments and individual

HOUSE FIRE

Big Spring Fire Department personnel battle a house fire on the 2600 block of Albrook Monday afternoon. No one was
injured in the fire, which was apparently caused by an electrical short in the kitchen, BSFD Fire Marshal Carl Condray

Herald photo/Steve Reagan

VAMC

Continued from Page 1A

ports a decline in inpa-
tient and surgical needs,
and a dramatic increase
in mental health and sub-
stance abuse programs.

“What they’'ve
(PricewaterhouseCoopers
) done is projected out-
ward to years 2013 and
2023, and they identified
increases in psychiatry
and substance abuse pro-
grams, other mental
health inpatient programs
and residential rehab and
domiciliary,” said Smith.
“In the beginning, every-
one wanted to bring back
the medical and surgical.
If we had presented that
idea to them, it would
have been dead on
arrival. What they are
seeing is a sharp decline
in those services. What
they are seeing an
increase in is mental
health - and substance
abuse areas. So it's quite
evident they're pondering
how to take care of those
needs in the coming
years.”

Smith said the shift to
mental health services for
the local VA Hospital
isn’t far-fetched at all.

“They’re currently pro-
viding substance abuse
services, so it would be an
expansion of those ser-
vices,” said Smith. “They
would be adding the resi-
dential or psycho-social

residential rehab pro-
gram and it would be
adding the long-term
domiciliary program.
Those are not currently
provided.

“They’re also not pro-
viding in-patient psychi-
atric care. We're not sug-
gesting they bring that
back. What we’re saying
is when the people in
these other services need
that type of care, we con-
tract with Big Spring
State Hospital.”

While such a shift in
services might seem dras-
tic to some, Smith said
the need for medical and
inpatient services could
very well increase, bring-
ing back medical and sur-
gical services.

“In the long-term domi-
ciliary, a lot of those
patients might have men-
tal health needs, but a lot
of them might just have
complicated medical
needs,” said Smith. “So
the domiciliary isn’t
exclusively for the mental
health patients. We would
continue the medical ser-
vices currently being
offered at the VA, and
potentially enhance those
services as the needs of
these new patients arise,
and they might need an
increased level of medical
care.”

As for swaying PwC
away from its hard data,
Smith said that approach
is a lost cause.

“When we met with the

team leaders at PwC, they
are totally committed to
this data,” said Smith.

“They - believe strictly, in,,

the data and there were a
couple of points we tried
to argue and we didn’t get
very far with that. They
are convinced this data is
accurate.”

Smith said she and oth-
ers presented the “option”
to representatives of
PricewaterhouseCoopers
in Philadelphia, Pa.,
recently, and she hopes to
see it as one of the possi-
ble avenues PwC is
expected to present Sept.
1.

“Absolutely,” Smith
said confidently. “It’s our
hope that PwC and the
LAP (local advisory
panel) will consider it as
a very viable option.

“We can do this,” she
said. “Big Spring has a
long history of these type
of services. We have a
trained workforce in Big
Spring that’s used to
working with this type of
population and that
enjoys working with this
population. People that
have spent their entire
careers working in this
field, and they're right
here in Big Spring. So
there’s no better site to
deliver these services
than right here in Big
Spring, Texas.”

The Sept. 1 LAP meet-
ing is set from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. at the Dorothy
Garrett Coliseum.

CENTER

Continued from Page 1A

and looked at the options.
They did statistical data,
and now we're getting
ready to receive the over-
all presentation from
them,” said Baker.

So what’s the verdict?

“I'm not going to blow
it,” said Baker with a
laugh. “You're just going

to have to come Monday
and find out. They will
present their findings
Monday, and that’s what
we're looking for.

“We’ll be looking at
their findings... We want-
ed this company to actu-
ally come and present
what they looked at and
why they looked at it,
what they found and what
the possibilities are. What
they see in our future.”

Regardless of the
results, Baker said she
and the CVB board are
optimistic about the idea.

“We're always opti-
mistic and we always
want the best for our
community,” said Baker.
“But sometimes we have
to sit back and look at the
reality of things. And
that's why this organiza-
tion is coming in and giv-
ing their perspective.”

Water Water, Inc.

Exclusively available at

»

Fears said the Sept. 1
meeting could be a piv-
otal part of the process,
which will decide the fate
of the local facility.

“This is perhaps one of
the most important meet-
ings in this whole
process, since it will
allow us to gather feed-
back from the community
on what is being present-
ed,” said Fears.

Public comment is slat-
ed from 1 p.m. until 4
p.m. during the hearing,
with PwC expected to

explain its proposed
“options” for the facility
during the morning

hours. U.S. Congressman
Randy Neugebauer is
expected to be in atten-
dance.

In December 2002, for-
mer VA Secretary
Anthony Principi estab-
lished the VA's Capital
Asset Realignment for
Enhanced Services
(CARES) Commission to
provide a review of the
national plan to realign
the DAV’s health care
system.

In its massive report,
the commission suggested
that a feasibility study
concerning the Big
Spring facility be con-
ducted. Specifically, the
commission suggested
that a study be made to
see if the Big Spring facil-
ity should be closed and
services moved to a new
care center that would be
constructed near Midland
or Odessa.

Not to be singled out, 17
other VA facilities nation-
wide were also chosen for
study.

Principi later apprcved
the award of a contract
for Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers (PwC) to conduct
business plan studies of
the sites. Wednesday’s
meeting was the begin-

:\lng of the process local-
y.

“We are looking to the
public to tell us if these
options will help move us
in the direction of provid-
ing the best services we
can for our veterans in
the Big Spring and sur-
rounding communities,”
said Fears.

The public will have the
opportunity to provide
feedback via open testi-
mony at the meeting, the
Internet site located at
www.va.gov/cares or via
postal mail. All non-elec-
tronic correspondence
should be sent to: VA
Cares Studies Big Spring,
PO Box 1427, Washington
Grove, Md. 20880-1427.

Once the options are
presented at the public
meeting, any member of
the Big Spring communi-
ty will have 14 days to
submit additional com-
ments either in writing or
via the Internet.
According to VA officials,
all public comments will
be incorporated in the
report provided to the VA
Secretary for considera-
tion.

According to Shelley
Smith, CEO for West
Texas Centers for MHMR,
participation from the
community will be cru-
cial during the Sept. 1

meeting.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Audrey Vess, 82, died
Monday. Funeral serv-
ice will be at 11 a.m.
Thursday at College
Baptist Church.
Graveside Services will
be 10 a.m. Friday at Red
Oak Cemetery, Red
Oak, Texas.

invited.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS

" BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX RATE

'The Forsan Independent School District will hold a public meet-’
ing at 6:30 P.M. on August 29, 2005, in Forsan ISD Board Room,
Forsan, Texas. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the
school district’s budget that will determine the tax rate
that will be adopted. Public participation in the discussion is

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a
separate meeting at a later date may not exceed the proposed
rate shown below unless the district publishes a revised notice
containing the same information and comparisons set out below
and holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Maintenance
& Operations Sinking Fund*  Total
Last Year's Rate $1.50000 $0.00 $1.50000
Rate to Maintain Same
Level of Maintenance
& Operations Revenue
& Pay Debt Service $1.37533 $0.16875 $1.54408
Proposed Rate $1.50000** ~  $0.16875 $1.66875

*The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, equipment, or both.

The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of the district.

#46.5 cents of the Maintenance & Operations tax rate represents taxes for maintenance tax supported debt (which is
required to be treated as debt and not for operations) in accordance with Section 45.108 of the Texas Education Code.

Per Student  Per Student
$4,849 $1,325
$6,177 $1,346

$6,342 $1,346

Average Market Value of Residences $41,042
Average Taxable Value of Residences $17,834
Last Year's Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value $1.50
Taxes Due on Average Residence $267.51
Increase (Decrease) in Taxes

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence home-
stead of a person 65 years of age or older or of the surviving spouse of such a per-
son, if the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older when the person died, may
not be increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person turned 65,
regardless of changes in tax rate or property value.

$39.24

of $1.66875.

Notice of Rollback Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before
requiring voter approval at an election is $1.66875. This election will be
automatically held if the district adopts a rate in excess of the rollback rate

Fund Balances

The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are
not encumbered with or by a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary
for operating the district before receipt of the first state aid payment:

Maintenance and 6mdons Fund Balance(s)
Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s)

$2,039,015
$ -0

o
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DITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Susanne Reed
Publisher
Bill McCiellan
News Editor

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor
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Farmers Market
provides great
local produce

hope you are taking advantage of
‘the West Texas Producers and
" Farmers Market, going on through
October at the Heart of the City
Park each Tuesday and Saturday.

It's a great place to get some home-grown pro-
duce such as tomatoes, squash, okra, peppers,
black-eyed peas, canteloupe and watermelon.
Vendors also offer eggs, honey, jams, jellies,
fruits and pecans.

From time to time, vendors offer baked goods,
soft drinks and even novelties.

The farmers market was started two years ago
and has been a success, although organizers hope
to see an increase in the number of producers.

Producers begin setting up between 7 a.m. and
7:30 a.m. adjacent to the park, located at Scurry
and Third in downtown Big Spring. The market
is usually open until near noon but customers
are advised to arrive early for the best selections.

The farmers market is a great way to.give
Crossroads’area préducers and gardeners‘a place
- to sell their goods and customers the unique
experience of shopping outdoors and selecting
the freshest, “home grown” vegetables and other
products.

Be sure and check it out this Saturday.

‘4
‘g

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

« Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

« Sign your letter.

» Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street
address for verification purposes.

» We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

* We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per
30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone
number or address will not be considered.

* Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

OPINION

An August to forget for president?

r George Bush, August
ay turn out to be the cru-
elest month.
First there is the matter of
indy Sheehan. On Aug. 6, Ms.
Sheehan showed up outside Bush’s
ranch in Crawford, Texas,
demanding the presi-
dent come out and
talk to her about the
death of her son in
Iraq. So far, he has
refused.

Yes, she already has
met once with the
president. Yes, there

" might be some truth
to the accusations ROGER
that others are trying SIMON

to use her for their
own political agen-
das. And, yes, it does look a little
odd that she has a public relations
firm working for her.

But so what? The poor woman
has lost a son. Which makes this a
lose-lose situation for the presi-
dent. If he gives in and meets with
her, he might be asked to meet
tlme and again with other griev-
"ing parents. If he refuses to meet
. with her, he might look callous
and uncaring.

Personally, I don’t think the
president is callous or uncaring,
but I think the war is increasingly
boxing him in.

His low poll numbers are a
result not just of more losses in
Iraq, but a de-coupling of Iraq
from the war on terrorism in the
mind of the public.

One of Bush’s most successful
tactics during his re-election cam-
paign in 2004 was coupling the
fighting in Iraq with the fight
against terrorism in the United

It did not really matter why we
were in Iraq (the mythical
weapons of mass destruction as a
reason to go to war no longer
counted), but by fighting the
insurgents in Iraq, Bush said, we
were fighting the terrorists who

‘ would do us harm at home.

The public no longer seems to
see (or believe) there is much of a
connection, however. Some argue
that by fighting in Iraq we are
actually taking resources away
from safeguarding the homeland.

Others say the British are fight-
ing in Iraq and that did not save
them from a recent terrorist
attack.

All of this is driving down
Bush’s popularity, while making a
reduction of forces in Iraq by the
congressional elections of
November 2006 almost a political
necessity. But can we really draw
down forces from Iraq at a time
when the insurgency seems to be
growing in strength and effective-
ness? There are those who argue
we need more, not fewer, forces in
Iraq. (Though where we would get
those forces and how we would
equip them is a real question.)

If all this were not bad enough,
there were the two lead stories in
The Washington Post and The
New York Times on Sunday.

The Post story was headlined:
“U.S. Lowers Sights On What Can
Be Achieved in Iraq.”

It said: “The United States no
longer expects to see a model new
democracy, a self-supporting oil
industry or a society in which the
majority of people are free from
serious security or economic chal-
lenges, U.S. officials say.”

Bia SPRING HERALD
Thursday, August 18, 2005

Pointing out that August is
already the worst month for
National Guard and Reserve fatali-
ties since the war began, the story
goes on: “Washington now does
not expect to fully defeat the
insurgency before departing, but
instead to diminish it, officials
and analysts said. There is also
growing talk of turning over secu-
rity responsibilities to the Iraqi
forces even if they are not fully up
to original U.S. expectations, in
part because they have local legiti-
macy that U.S. troops often do
not.”

Then there was The New York
Times story. It was headlined:
“U.S. Struggling To Get Soldiers
Updated Armor.”

The story began: “For the second
time since the Iraq war began, the
Pentagon is struggling to replace
body armor that is failing to pro-
tect American troops from the *
most lethal attacks by insurgents.”

This is not the kind of story you
want to read if you have a loved
one in Iraq. This is not the kind of
story you want to read if you are a
military recruiter trying to get
young Americans to join up and
fight in Iraq: This is not, in fact,
the kind of story anybody wants to
read.

Usually, August is a slow month
for the news. This August, howev-
er, has been all too busy.

To find out more about Roger
Simon, and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate webpage at www.cre-
ators.com.

© 2005 CREATORS SYNDICATE
INC.

TS NO OLDER TAAN THE ‘SPACE SHUTTLE.
AND | G&T ARoCKET SOENTIST TO
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Lawsuits SLAPP-ing down our freedom of speech

4Editor’s note: Molly Ivins is on vaca-
tion. The following column was first
published in January 2000.

% ternal vigilance is the price of
..um, well, guess we can’t say

that anymore. We might get

[ sued.

Mostly when we think of threats to
free speech, it’s government actions or
laws we have in mind —
the usual bizarre stuff like P#
veggie libel laws or P
attempts to keep govern-
ment actions or meetings
secret from the public.

Sometimes you get a
political case, like then-
Gov. George W. Bush’s
effort to stop a Bush-paro-
dy site on the Internet. Moty
The parody, run by a 29- IvINS
year-old computer pro-
grammer in Boston named
Zack Exley, annoyed Bush so much
that he called Exley “a garbageman”
and said, “There ought to be limits to
freedom.” (That’s not a parody — he
actually said that.)

Bush’s lawyers warned Exley that he
faced a lawsuit. Then they filed a com-
plaint with the Federal Elections
Commission demanding that Exley be
forced to register his parody site with
the FEC and have it regulated as a

political committee.

This fits in with the four instances in
which faculty jmembers at the Bush
School of Government and Public
Service in our fair state were repri-
manded at the behest of Bush associ-
ates for sayinf; less than-glowing things
about our theh-governor.

But this is petty stuff compared to
corporate efforts to curb free speech.

SLAPP suits (for “strategic lawsuits
against public participation”) are a
serious menace to free speech. The lat-
est example is a real prize: The
Consumers Union, publisher of
Consumer Reports, has already spent
$10 million defending itself against a
lawsuit filed by Isuzu Motors Ltd.
because, eight years earlier, Consumer
Reports rated the Isuzu Trooper “not
acceptable” for safety reasons. And the
case has not yet reached trial.

And that is the real menace of SLAPP
suits. It's not that corporations win
them, but that they cost critics so
much money that the critics are
silenced — and so is everyone else who
even thinks about raising some ques-
tion about a corporate product or prac-
tice.

Isuzu claims that CU’s reports are
“not scientific or credible,” but the
company'’s internal memos state that
the “lawsuit is a PR tool” and “when
attacked, CU will probably shut up.”

According to a study by two University
of Denver law professors, “Americans
by the thousands are being sued, sim-
ply for exercising the right to speak
out on public issues, such as health
and safety.”

New York Supreme Court Judge J.
Nicholas Cobella told PR Watch in
Madison, Wis.: “The longer the litiga-
tion can be stretched out ... the closer
the SLAPP filer moves to success.
Those who lack the financial resources
and emotional stamina to play out the
‘game’ face the difficult choice of
defaulting despite meritorious defenses
or being brought to their knees to set-
tle. ... Short of a gun to the head, a
greater threat to First Amendment
expression can scarcely be imagined.”

PR Watch also quoted George Pring
and Penelope Canan, authors of the
1996 book “SLAPPs: Getting Sued for
Speaking Out.”

“Initially, we saw such suits as
attacks on traditional ‘free speech’ and
regarded them as just ‘intimidation
lawsuits,’” the two authors say. “As we

‘studied them further, an even more sig-

nificant linkage emerged: The defen-
dants had been speaking out in govern-
ent hearings, to government officials
r about government actions. ... This
as not just free speech under attack.
It was that other and older and even
more central part of our Constitution:

the right to petition government for
redress of grievances, the ‘Petition
Clause’ of the First Amendment.”

Some examples of SLAPP suits from
PR Watch:

— In Las Vegas, a local doctor was
sued for his allegation that a city hos-
pital violated the state’s cost-contain-
ment law.

— In Baltimore, members of a com-
munity group faced a $252 million law-
suit after circulating a letter question-
ing the property-buying practices of a
local housing developer

— In West Virginia, an environmen-
tal activist was sued for $200,000 for
criticizing a coal-mining company for
activities that were poisoning a local
river.

— In Pennsylvania, a farmer was
sued after testifying to his township
supervisors that a low-flying helicopter
owned by a local landfill operator
caused a stampede that killed several
of his cows.

— In Washington state, a homeowner
found that she couldn’t get a mortgage
because her real-estate company had
failed to pay taxes owed on her house.
She uncovered hundreds. of similar
cases, and the company was forced to
pay hundreds of thousands of dollars in
back taxes. In retaliation, it sued the
woman for slander and dragged her
through six years of legal harassment
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Cow tramples man to death
CHRISTOVAL (AP) — A T72-year-old
Central Texas ranch foreman was tram-

LOoCAL

Some residents left their homes
because of concern about the potential

for another explosion or the release of ,

'WIRE

detainee so badly that his leg muscles
were all but destroyed.
An all-male jury of four enlisted sol-

Christie’s car specialist. “But it does
make the car more attractive thall one
that was owined by just an average Joe.”

e fatali- pled to death by a cow while he was toxic gas. The company said there was diers and three officers deliberated two
:foztsm'y feeding some cattle Wednesday morn- :‘y" danger to the surrounding communi- l\“?n“l‘;: %’dmg t&a_fore ﬁv‘m‘i- Jurors receive case
e m%ﬁ:uct:l:rige;ﬁ;g' severe injuries to . : ment, maiming and making a false ofri- t center of first Vioxx trial
% but Eugene Barber's chest, said Russell Man sentenced to death for killing cial statement in connection with an ANGLETON (AP) — A Merck & Co.
ials Smith, Tom Green County justice of the hig former boss and attack on a detainee known as Dilawar lawyer urged jurors at the end of the
also peace. his { a woman at Bagram Airfield in Afghanistan while hation’s first Vioxx-related civil trial to
)r secu- “It's not » Smith said of SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A 2l-yearold Brand worked in a detention center consider what would happen to the cen-
raqi the incid ;u}%)mm?:' hile have son of Christian missionaries has been there in December 2002. tury-old company if it knowingly creat-
fully up a:owih:tnlé car?t:;ke:o:s 1ie you sentenced to death by lethal injection The jury acquitted Brand of other ed deadly drugs.
8, in The cow turned on.Barbér as he was for the double murder of a former boss charges that he abused a second “Would that be good business? Would
l legiti- feeding it, then it bowled him over, said 214 & Woman in an apartment he mis- detainee, Habibullah. Both prisoners that make sense?” asked Gerry Lowry
1do raneh ow;\ er Mary Lee Butts ’ took for his boss’. .died in December 2002, just days after before both sides handed the case to
“She just mauled him.” Butts, who i Espada apologized to the faml- arriving at the detention center north of jurors after hearing several hours of
York witnessed the attack. said. ' lies of the victims Wednesday after the Afghan capital of Kabul. closing arguments Wednesday.
ed: “He was a very hard worker who was D ¢ing sentenced to death. He had been  Homicide charges against Brand, a  But plaintiffs lawyer Mark Lanier
diers alwivs willtiie t6 o what wat asked” convicted Aug. 9 for the 2004 capital mijlitary police officer from an Ohio- Said Merck should have told doctors and
But{s id ghe 264 not know whet murders of Sandra Ramos, 29, and paged reservist unit, were dropped earli- - consumers “the good, the bad and the
» second would msa nsto the co:‘vo Luther “Luke” Scott, 30. er this year. ugly” about Vioxx long before pulling
san, the ppe . “Above all, I don’t think words can  When the punishment portion of the the drug from the market last year.
aplace express the meaning of the sorrow Ifeel. trial resumes Thursday, Brand faces a When those arguments ended, jurors
o pro- No injuries reported in blast I want you all to know, though, that no range from no punishment up to 16 Who have spent more than a month
the " at Borger chemical plant matter what happens, I won’t ever forget years in military prison. He was taken hearing medical jargon-filled testimony
rgents.” BORGER (AP) — Federal safety offi- what I did. I won’t ever look at myselfin jnto custody Wednesday night. finally got the chance to stop listening
ry you cials -continued their investigation the same way,” Espada said. “As a mat- i and start deliberating. The jury of seven
loved Wednesday of an explosion at a chemi- ter of fact, I hate myself the way you @ ictie’s to auction men and five women left for the day,
 kind of cal plant that sent flames shooting more hate me. I have no excuse. I'm sorry.” . and were to begin deliberations
ou are a than 100 feet into the sky Scott was Espada’s former boss at a LBJ’S 1964 Lincoln Thursday.
) get No injuries were repoi'ted from the Popular River Walk nightclub. HOUSTON (AP) — Lyndon B. Johnson  Lanier, who represents the widow of a
p and Tuesday night explosion at the Chevron Espada said in confessions revealed was known for driving his cars around Texas man who died in 2001, accused
1 fact, Phillips Chemical Co. plant during the trial that he killed Scott his Hill Country ranch like all-terrain the New Jersey pharmaceutical compa-
wvants to Fire crews from 'the ;;lant extin- because he had been fired two weeks vehicles, scaring the cattle. Historians ny of practicing denial and deception for
guished the blaze in about an hour and Peforehand. say he loved to drive and drive fast. And the past decade, minimizing safety con-
“month 15 minutes. The company said the explo- He said he killed Ramos two days ear- he often drove in a white Lincoln cernsabout Vioxx to reap billions of dol-
howev- sion occurred in a brine storage dispos- lier when he broke into the wrong apart- Continental convertible. lars in annual profits.
al tank. ment looking for Scott. One of his Continentals — a 1964 ver-
Investigators from the Occupational sion — will be on the auction block FB| flier says Jeffs possibly
oger. Safety and Health Administration, who Jury convicts Army reservist Caeday at Christle’s in Monterey. - gighted in Florida
Zr?d ce(;r- V\?}a‘re - Borgeir Tul;a: dayld mknig al;g:tst?ln of abusing one detainee The car is expected to garner as much ~ SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Fugitiv
0 uer cog‘lt’ﬁ“ e, g g‘i’“ OOOS?{gA' Oth€  FORT BLISS (AP) — An Army ag $60,000, about nine times its original Polygamous-sect leader Warren Jeffs
o E?r set s Ri ﬁ e(;(g‘os Aon, T bbocsk an_eg reservist whose attorneys argued the price. may have been sighted in Leesburg,
We?lcnO:d LEAREERDIO R Sald  military didn’t train him properly has ~ The Lincoln will be among 48 other Fla., a new wanted flier circulated by
ICATE BSURY- been convicted of beating an Afghan cars, which may attract higher bids, but " the FBI said.
there’s value in history. Leesburg was among a handful of
“In collecting terms, having an inter- places where Jeffs, possibly accompa-
esting ownership, it's hard to put a nied by his bodyguards and some of his
value on that,” said Mark Donaldson, a followers, has been thought possibly to
/*QY \}*\ be hiding.
\
; NOW IN BIG SPRING |[|[|mlj|[|[|[|l ‘
, Reliance Continence S one beavtite place
\/r\/jv &‘% Centers Jewelers
00 Sy, Ton 79720 Dr. Pill G. Raja Inside Big Spring Mall
.. nweich com 616 Greogg St. 10-6 Monday-Saturday
1-868-582-2523 14618 287-6338 13678
] NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
“ BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX RATE. -
— B AL i 4" g . g RN P } Wl
The Glasscock County Independent School District will hold a
public meeting at 6:00 p.m. on August 29th, 2005, in the board
room. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the school
district’s budget that will determine the tax rate that will be
adopted. Public participation in the discussion is invited.
The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a sep-
arate meeting at a later date may not exceed the proposed rate
shown below unless the district publishes a revised notice con-
taining the same information and comparisons set out below and
holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.
8 Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year's Rate
Maintenance Interest & Local Revenue State Revenue
& Operations Sinking Fund* Total Per Student Per Student
ote Last Year’s Rate $1.428 $0.000 $1.42800 $9,873.00 $357
Big Spring State Hospital Volunteer Council received a $1,000 grant from the local Rate to Maintain Same  $1.406 $0.00 $1.406 $9,917.00 $307.00
Wal-Mart, part of the company’s community grant program. Becky Thomas, left, Susan Level of Maintenance
Willlams and Roman Weathermon, co-manager of Wal-Mart, present the grant to Doris & Operations Revenue
5 Hulbregtse, Mark Barr and Stacy Barr representing the BSSH volunteer council. & Pay Debt Service $0.00000 $0.00000 $0.00000 $0 $0
Proposed Rate $1.46570 $0.00000 $1.46570 $10,645 $312
l : * .;g [:hn.s r'mﬁw: L:res.On. * : SCENIC MOUNTAIN *The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded Indebtedness on construction,
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Dodge boldly revives
Charger name with
new four-door model

By MATT NAUMAN

Knight Ridder Newspapers

With its 2006 Dodge
Charger, the Chrysler
Group seeks to continue
the momentum it started
last year with two bold
newcomers, the Dodge
Magnum wagon and the
award-winning 300C
sedan.

It also revives a classic
name from the muscle-car
era.

But it’s not running
away from the fact that
all the old Chargers had
two doors and this new
one has four.

That’s hard to disguise,
after all.

“It's not about two or
four doors,” Joe
Eberhardt, Chrysler
Group’s executive vice
president of global sales,
marketing and service,
said earlier this year. “It’s
about looks. It’s about
performance. It’'s about
functionality.”

It’s also about reality.
Two-door muscle cars
were very popular in the
'60s and "70s. Names like

Challenger, Super Bee,
Superbird, GTO,
Mustang, Camaro and,

yes, Charger remain part
of today’s automotive lex-
icon. But these days, with
the advent of minivans
and sport-utilities that
offer plentiful cargo and
passenger room, cars are
being designed that
mimic those traits. And,
to many, four doors
means function.

The automobile-infor-
mation Web site
www.Edmunds.com
offered details on 182 2004-
model-year passenger
cars — 125 had four doors,
and only 74 had two
doors. (Some models offer
both two- and four-door
versions.) Judy Wheeler,
Dodge’s marketing direc-
tor, said two-door models
accounted for 80 percent
of the car market back in
the 1969. Nowadays, it’s
about 15 percent.

“The challenge was to
do a four-door that looks
as cool as a two-door,”
Eberhardt said.

And to do one that’s as
successful as the 300 and
Magnum and doesn’t dis-
grace the Charger name.

The first Charger
arrived Jan. 1, 1966.
Among the available

engines was a 425-horse-
power, 426-cubic-inch
Hemi, so-called for the
hemispherical shape of its
combustion chamber. In
1969, the Dodge Charger
Daytona won its first
NASCAR race. But, in
rather quick fashion,
fueled by changing emis-
sions regulations and the
oil crisis, the muscle-car
era started waning. The
last Charger with a Hemi
was sold in 1971. By 1978,
the rear-wheel-drive
Charger ended produc-
tion.

When Chrysler tells the
story, the timeline jumps
from 1978 to 2006.

But in reality, Chrysler
sold a front-wheel-drive
version of the Charger, a
twin of the Plymouth
Turismo and based on the
Omni and Horizon, from
1982 to 1987.

This new Charger, the
company’s top executives
insist, is more authentic.

Its front end with a
chrome cross-hair grille
— a Dodge signature —
wide air inlet and inte-
grated fog lights has
something of a “sneering
look to it,” Wheeler said.

The Charger’s long hood,
short deck and high rear
haunches give it an
aggressive, sporty appear-
ance.

It’s built on the LX plat-
form that’s also used by
the 300 and the Magnum.
All three cars share
engines and other
mechanical parts and are
built at the
Canadian factory.

In a May visit to San
Francisco, Chrysler
President and Chief
Executive Dieter Zetsche
said using the Charger
name was “somewhat
evoking this great suc-
cess, this legacy, the suc-
cess of the past, like we
did with the Hemi engine.
On the other hand, we
make it very clear this is
not a replica. It's a very
contemporary car, which
can measure itself against
any cutting-edge-technolo-
gy car of today.”

And, Zetsche said, the
number of preorders
before the Charger went
on sale in May (more than
25,000), plus the number
of people who are aware
of this car, put it ahead of
the 300 at the same point
in the launch of that prod-
uct.

In 2004, Chrysler sold
39,217 Magnums and
112,930 300 models. So far,
in the first five months of
2005, Magnum sales are
up 1,044 percent and 300
sales are up 119 percent.
Both cars went on sale in
early 2004.

At the Inn at Oyster
Point in South San
Francisco in June,
Wheeler asked, “Why put
the name Charger on a
vehicle in 2006?”

The answer, she said, is
because Dodge can and
because it should.

Surveys show 70 percent
of people still associate
the Charger name with
Dodge — even though it
has been out of produc-
tion for 28 years (at least,
based on Chrysler’s logic
above).

“It’s too much of an icon
to walk away from it,” she
said.

The new model will
come in three versions,
plus some interesting spe-
cial models.

The base SE model with
a starting price of $22,995
comes with anti-lock
brakes, traction control,
17-inch tires and wheels,
a five-speed automatic
transmission and a 250-
horsepower V-6 engine.

At $25,995, the Charger
SXT adds a tuned suspen-
sion, a split back seat,
leather-covered steering
wheel and shift knob, a
six-speaker, 276-watt
Boston Acoustics audio
system and a chrome
grille.

The top-line Charger
R/T has the 340-horsepow-
er, 5.7-liter Hemi V-8
engine, leather seats, 18-
inch aluminum wheels,
dual exhaust and further
suspension tweaks. It’ll
sell for $29,995.

“We’re not being shy,”
said Wheeler. “This vehi-
cle is about perfor-
mance.”

Additionally, there will
be a Road/Track
Performance Group ver-
sion that’ll have wider
tires, Nivomat shock
absorbers, a performance
steering gear and more.
The Daytona R/T package
adds special design cues
and heritage paint colors.
Both of these will feature
a 350-horsepower Hemi.

The Chrysler Group

COX

COMMUNICATIONS

# Your Friend in the Digitol Age .
2000 Birdwell Ln. 267-3822

same

also intends to get back
into the law enforcement
business, offering a
Charger police car in the
fall. And also coming in
the fall is the Charger
SRT-8, a higher-perfor-
mance model with 425-
horsepower, 6.1-liter
Hemi V-8.

Chrysler executives
won’t predict how well
the new Charger will sell,
but they've added a third
shift to the Brampton

Ontario, assembly plant.
The plant’s previous
capacity, before adding a
third shift and 900 more

workers, was 240,000
units.
The success of the

Magnum and 300 was
enough to boost Ontario
ahead of Michigan as
North America’s top vehi-
cle-making state or
province in 2004 — an
auto-industry first.
Wheeler said the aver-

age Charger buyer will be
46, with an annual house-
hold income of $85,000.
About 65 percent of buy-
ers will be men.

At the recent Mopar
Rally, an annual car show
staged in Fremont, Calif.,
by the Mopar Alley
Chrysler club, the new
Charger was parked not
far from a row of classic
Chargers.

Gil Garcia, who owns a
1966 Charger with a 426

Hemi, doesn’t have much
interest in the new ver-
sion. )

“It's not like the old
cars,” said Garcia, a long-
time muscle-car fan and a
Fremont resident who is
retired from the grocery
business. “It’s like a new
car with the name
Charger on it.”

Distributed by Knight
Ridder|Tribune
Information Services.

FROM THE FORD MOTOR COMPANY. -
FAMILY TO YOURS ... WELCOME.

UNTIL SEPTEMBER 6, GET THE SAME GREAT PRICING FORD
MOTOR COMPANY EMPLOYEES AND THEIR FAMILIES GET ON
FORD TRUCKS. INCLUDES SELECT 2006 MODELS.

NO HASSLES. NO GIMMICKS.

2005 FORD RANGER

XLT SUPERCAB

$19370® *~
$17020% s
s3,monn ngSsTOMERCASH

$14020 =

2005 FORD F-150

XLT SUPERCAB

$28895*
24477 ¢

MSRP

EMPLOYEE
PRICE

$3000% Srovencasn

$21477 =R

2005 FORD F-250

SUPER DUTY XLT CREW CAB

$32485* "~
$27540* =&
$2500% Siromencasn

$25040 s

BOB BROCK

500 W. 4TH

-
267-7424

OFFER ENDS SEPTEMBER 6, 2005. www. ford.com

“Available on 2005 models and 2006
Mustang or Escape Hybrid, E-450 and higher, and F-450 and higher. Take delivery from participating dealer stock by 9/6/0S.

* *Prices exclude tanes, tide and license fees. See dealer for complete program details.

Escape, E-Series and Super Duty. Not available on Ford GT,

- 5

e ———erereeteee el e e e et



http://www.Edmunds.com
http://WWW.ford.COm

re much
ew ver-

the old
, a long-
anand a
. who is

grocery
e a new
name

Knight
'bune
ves.

.........

124

»

Spo

 BIG IR

e A I g g~

v il c— - -

Do you have an interesting sports or

? Troy Hyde at 263-7331,
g:{ymwnmﬂo .

sports@bigspringherald.com Ay

B .

Page 1B

: Thursday, August 18?&!)5

' AP Sports Writer

Déll'aé_ still trying to find a;swers at right tackle

¥y E

' OXNARD; Calif,(AP) —
Although the biggest
drama at Dallas Cowboys
training camp lacks the
hysteria of the Terrell

. Owens'Saga, there is asbit
" of & soap opera feel about

it. -

+“ Call it, “As The Right

Tackle Turns ... And
Turns ... And Turns ...”

So far, there are four
candidates: a sixth-round
draft pick, a second-
rounder from last year
who hardly played as a
rookie and the two guys
whose performance last
season sent the team look-
ing for other options,

There could . be more
candidates, too. Coach
Bill Parcells has a list of
out-of-work linemen who
are only a phone call

away. He'd rather not, but
he will if he can't settle on
a starter’soon.

How soon is part of the
drama.

Parcells acknowledges
that right tackle is his

By ROB MAADDI

AP Sports Writer

PHILADELPHIA (AP)
— Terrell Owens ran
routes, caught passes
and joked around with
his Philadelphia Eagles
teammates — quite a dif-
ferent T.O. from the one
booted out of training
camp a week ago.

This Terrell Owens
smiled, laughed and
even tutored some of the
younger receivers on the
sidelines Wednesday.

“He was fine today. He
did a great job,” said
coach Andy Reid, who
gave the All-Pro wideout
the heave-ho and told
him not to come back for
a week.

The new Terrell
Owens, however, still
couldn’t bring himself to
talk to the player he
needs to be in sync with

1~the most: Donovan

McNabb.

KRT photo/Aeljandro A. Alvarez, Philadeiphia Dally News
Philadeiphia Eagles receiver Terrell Owens works out with the team at their practice

facliity In Philadelphla Wednesday. Owens retumed to the field after being asked to
leave for a week by Eagles coach Andy Reld. Reid said he and Owens talked in a meet-

ing and everything so far Is fine.

1 Risgruntled T.0: ¢
camp, things fine for now

For the first time,
McNabb — who has
maintained his sense of
humor throughout the
ordeal — said he antici-
pated talking to Owens
at some point.

“I think it’s going to
happen. I look forward
to it happening,”
McNabb said. “But,
again, when we get to
that situation, then
that’s when we will han-
dle it.”

The running feud
between quarterback
and receiver was set
aside while they were on
the field, at least.

The two stood next to
each other in the huddle
at times, across from
each other at others, and
appeared to communi-
cate between plays.

ut they also stood side-
by-side while stretching
at the end of practice —
and didn’t say a word.

eturns'to

Owens ran precise
routes and caught crisp
passes from McNabb.

Owens met briefly
with Reid before prac-
tice, a condition for his
return.

He didn’t answer ques-
tions from reporters
after the morning prac-
tice.

“It was a good meet-
ing,” Reid said, avoiding
questions about particu-
lars. “He did a nice job.
He worked very hard.”

A message left on
Owens’ Web site last
week said he planned to
catch more balls than he
ever has and his “on-the-
field heroics will far out-
weigh any off-field criti-
cism.”

Owens had 77 recep-
tions for 1,200 yards and
a franchise-record 14
touchdowns before
severely injuring his
ankle late in the season.

v

Surging Cubs get by Houston, 4-2

By PAUL J. WEBER

Associated Press Writer

HOUSTON (AP) — The
Chicago Cubs left
Houston banged up but in
better shape.

Nomar Garciaparra
homered one inning
before leaving the game
_with a stiff lower back,
but the shortstop and the
formerly fading Cubs
were feeling better after
beating the Astros 4-2 on
Wednesday night.

Garciaparra said his
injury was not serious,
and the Cubs won their
second straight behind 8
1-3 innings from Carlos
Zambrano to 'win the
series after arriving in
Houston having lost six
straight on the road.

Garciaparra said he felt
his back tighten up after
lunging to catch Orlando
Palmeiro’s hard line

drive in the second
inning.

He said he felt OK when
he hit his solo homer two
innings later, but decided
to leave in the fifth after
having trouble moving
around in the field.

Zambrano (10-5) wasn’t
feeling entirely well,
either, but the hard-
throwing righty hardly
showed it.

Despite battling flu-like
symptoms, Zambrano
allowed two runs and
three hits and struck out
10 for his third win in
four starts. He homered
leading off the third, his
first of the season.

Zambrano is 6-1 in his
last 10 outings.

The Cubs have won five
of seven to get back in the
NL wild-card chase after
losing eight straight.
Chicago trails the Astros

\J

by 5 1/2 games.

Ryan Dempster came on
with one out and one on
in the ninth and got him-
self out of a bases loaded
jam for his 18th save by
getting Brad Ausmus to
ground out to end the
game.

Roy Oswalt (14-10) gave
up four runs and eight
hits in seven innings.
After a stretch of going 9-
2, Oswalt is 0-2 with a 4.67
ERA in his last four

starts.
The Astros have
dropped four of their last

five, scaring a total of
three runs in the losses.
Houston got plenty of run
support for Wandy
Rogriguez in its 124 win
Monday, but have gotten
a total of three runs for
its three aces — Oswalt,
Andy Pettitte and Roger
Clemens.

" biggest question mark,

yet he keeps saying it's
not time to panic. If he's
still flummoxed after the
third preseason game, a
week from Saturday, then
panic — or at least strong
concern — can set in.

“I know somebody is
going to step up and play
that position,” offensive
line coach Tony Sparano
said. “When they do, it'll
be the right person

because they've won the
job fairly and squarely.”

The competition seems
to be mainly between
rookie Rob Petitti and
Torrin Tucker, the prima-
ry starter last season.
Second-year player Jacob
Rogers has blown his
chance with slow-healing,
seemingly minor injuries,
while veteran Kurt
Vollers has become a
valuable backup.

Young shuts down
Indians with heater

« Other Young homers
in first inning to lead
Texas past Cleveland

By TOM WITHERS

AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) —
His fastball is more than
adequate, and Chris
Young is capable of blow-
ing it by major league hit-
ters. The Texas rookie’s
changeup, slider and
curve are about average
and need work.

But Young has a
weapon that teams who
haven’t faced him can'’t
prepare for.

“He’s got something you
can’t teach,” Rangers
manager Buck Showalter
said, “and that’s releasing
the ball at a 6-foot, 10-inch
angle.”

Young cut Cleveland’s
hitters down to size for
eight shutout ' innings,
allowing; just two singles
as+-the; Rangers snapped
an eight-game  losing
streak with a 3-0 victory
Wednesday night.

The 6-foot-10 Young, the
tallest player in Rangers’
history, was too much for
the Indians, who only had
videotape and scouting
reports to go on before
seeing the 26-year-old in
person. They’ll have to
wait until next time to try
and figure out Young (10-
7).

Cleveland didn’t get a
runner to third base off
the right-hander, who
walked one, struck out
seven and retired 15 of
the final 17 batters.
Francisco Cordero
worked the ninth for his
27th save.

Since a shaky start in
New York on Aug. 7,
Young has been using
bullpen sessions to work
on keeping his fastball
down.

“l had one goal,” he
said, “to throw at their
knees or lower.”

The Indians, who were
shut out for the fifth time
at home this season, did-
n’'t do much more than
flail weakly at Young’s
pitches.

“We had trouble picking
the ball up a little,”
Cleveland manager Eric
Wedge said. “He’s a big
guy. He’s a little bit
sneaky. He hides the ball
and has a little hitch in
his delivery.”

Michael Young hit a
two-run homer in the
first off Cleveland'’s Kevin
Millwood (6-10) and Phil
Nevin connected for a
solo shot in the fourth as
the Rangers ended a nine-
game road losing streak
dating to July 30.

Texas improved to 11-22
since the All-Star break, a
slide- that has all but
taken the Rangers out of
playoff contention.

“We went through a
tough stretch and even
though we got one win,
it's not over,” Michael
Young said. “Hopefully,
this is a good start.”

The Indians, mean-
while, failed to gain
ground on AL wild-card

/A

leading Oakland, which
lost to Baltimore.
Cleveland stayed three
games behind the
Athletics with its fourth
loss in five games and
second shutout in three.

And once again,
Millwood was on the
wrong end of a tough loss.
The right-hander’s record
doesn’t come close to
showing how well he has
pitched in his first season
for Cleveland. He gave up
four hits, but his only two
bad pitches cost him dear-
ly.

The Indians have aver-
aged 3.0 runs in
Millwood’s 22 starts and
have been shut out four
times in his last nine out-
ings.

“l don’t know what it
is,” Millwood said. “It’s
one of those "things.
There’s nothing I can do
about it. Whatever hap-
pana, happens: As lang, as
1.,cam, give smy; team. 3
chanee, to .win, 1've dong
my job.” S

Young allowed one hit
— Coco Crisp’s two-out
single in the third —
through the first six
innings and retired 10
straight before Travis
Hafner led off the seventh
with a single.

However, Young got
Victor Martinez to fly to
right, struck out Jeff
Liefer and retired Ronnie
Belliard on a fly to left.

Cleveland’s best threat
came in the first when
Young put two runners
on without giving up a
hit.

He plunked Jhonny
Peralta in the upper leg
with two outs and walked
Hafner before striking
out Martinez.

“He was throwing his
fastball and changeup,”
Cleveland’s Casey Blake
said. “He was using two
pitches and he pitched a
two-hitter. I hate to make
excuses, but I think if you
asked everyone in here,
we all got one or two
pitches to hit, but we did-
n’'t do anything with
them.”

Millwood found himself
in a familiar hole in the
first. After walking lead-
off hitter David Dellucci,
he hung a 3-1 pitch to
Young, whose 18th hoiner
put the Rangers ahead 2-0.

Nevin hit his second
homer since comine to
Texas in a July 30 trade
from San Diego in the sec-
ond to make it 3-0.

0
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Business Opportunity

The Big Spring Herald has
the following carrier routes

n.
Various in-town routes
&
Sandsprings area.

Also looking for substitue
carriers, need to be availabe
for on-call basis.
Reliable transportation.
Apply in person.
Contact Duane McCollum

710 Scurry (432)263-7331

Garage Sales

MOVING SALE, 3600 Hamil-
ton, Saturday, 7:30-1:00. Lots
of miscellaneous.

ATTENTION

THE BIG SPRING
HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper's liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.

Garage Sales

“DON'T MISS THIS ONE".
Thur., Fri. & Sat. 9:00-5:00pm.
409 East 5th Street. Tools -
Tools - Tools, New fencing
wire, new drill press, new 2 mi-
crowaves, cabinets, tables, lots
of misc.

3 FAMILY Backyard Sale:
3313 Duke, Saturday
8:00-1:00. Children's up to
adult clothes & shoes, toys,
deco items and much more.

BENEFIT GARAGE Sale:
Raising money to “Sent Jayde
to Alabama”. 1402 East 18th,
Saturday Only 7:30-?.

GARAGE SALE, 2200 Edge-
mere. Friday, 4:00p.m. -6:00
p.m. Saturday, 9:00a.m.-
4:00p.m. Furniture, dishes, ma-
terial, books, baby clothes 0-3
months & up, bedding, slipcov-
ers, TV, speakers, wood shelf,
curtains, adult clothes, decora-
tive items, tablecloths, collecti-
bles.

GARAGE SALE, Friday,
3:00-? 811 East 16th. Clothes,
Jeep rims 15x8, household
items.

MULTI. FAMILY Garage Sale:
2509 Ann, Saturday & Sunday
8:00-?. Bed linens, stove, re-
frigerator, school  clothes,
crafts, home decor., lots of
misc. and New items on Sun-
day.

Garage Sales

4 DAYS ONLY
Wednesday thru Saturday
9:00 AM till 7:00 PM
2606 S. Gregg
(Across from Pizza Hut)
Rain or Shine Inside Sale
Over 350 boxes full of
brand new merchandise.
Crystal, light stands, glass

! fruit, swinging fruit baskets,

flarge selection of tools & toys,

initial hats and purses, kitchen-

I car & hair accessories, silk
flowers. Many Name Brands
Yu-gi-oh, Barbie, Hello Kitty,

Spiderman, much more. Come

out and see us. Tell your family

& friends we are here.

SATURDAY, 8:00-NOON.
2512 Carol. Microwave, new
gril, Nordic Track, baby boy
clothes, shoes, purses, home
decor, remodeling items,
clothes, knick-knacks, weede-
ater.

Help Wanted

APARTMENT MANAGER
needed for brand new 64 unit
tax credit property. Salary/ Apt/
Bonus. Interviewing soon. Fax
or mail resume to: Attn: RSW,
Wilhoit Properties, Inc. 1730 E.
Republic, Ste. F, Springfield,
MO 65804. Fax: 417-883-6343.

CHILD CAREGIVER. Full or
part-time. Apply in person at
Jack & Jill, 1708 Nolan. Prior
applicants, please reapply. No
phone calls please.

I REMEMBER! Find It In Big Spring First!

Help Wanted

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

Comanche Trail Nursing Cen-
ter, is accepting applications
for Housekeeping/ Laundry Su-
pervisor and CNA. Benefits in-
clude: Paid vacation, 401K
plan, health insurance. Please
apply in person at 3200 Park-
way, Big Spring, TX 79720.

DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe-
troleum Products. Coastal
serves high profile accounts &

needs dedicated professionals

to join our growing team in Big
Spring. Qualify 23 with class A
& One year driving experience.
Inquire about Sign-on Bonus.
Call Jay at 888-527-7221.

EXPERIENCE TRUCK me-
chanic needed to work on
Cummins & Caterpillar en-
gines. Salary DOE, health in-
surance, 401K plan. Apply at
Price Construction, 2701 N.
Hwy. 350, Big Spring, TX
79720 or fax resume to
(432)263-6012. EOE.

EXPERIENCED DOWN hole
pump repair person wanted for
oil field pump & supply store.
Full benefits, Salary D.O.E..
Send resume to P.O. Box
2234, Big Spring, TX. 79721.

LOCAL INSURANCE office
has an opening for an
entry-level staff position. If you
are a pleasant and personable,
career-minded, ambitious
self-starter with good work hab-
its, please fax resume to
(432)267-3920 or apply in per-
son at 408 E. FM 700. No
phone calls.

Help Wanted

FOREMEN to lead utility con-
tract field crews. Outdoor
physical work, paid trgining,
$14/hr plus bonuses after pro-
motion, company truck and
benefits. Must have good driv-
ing history, strong leadership
skills, and be flexible to travel
throughout Texas and nearby
States. Call Alicia at
(877)473-6711 for interview lo-
cations/times on August 23rd
WWW.0SMOSe.cCom EOE
M/F/DNV.

HILLCREST CDC is looking for
part time Caregivers. Hours are
3:00-6:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri.. If you
are energetic and love kids
please come apply. Hilicrest
CDC, 2000 West FM 700.

LOSE IT FAST AND
MAKE IT LAST.
| lost 25 Ibs., 2 sizes and
gain tremendous energy.
Stephanie (432)218-6189.

THE HOWARD County Sher-
iff's Office has openings in the
Jail Division for part time jail-
ers. Applicants must be de-
voted to the job, 18 years of
age or older, and be able to
meet the minimum standards
as set out by TCLEOSE. Ex-
tensive background checks will
be conducted. Current certifica-
tion and or experience in cor-
rections a plus. All interested
applicants should pickup appli-
cations in the administrative of-
fices of the Sheriff's Office lo-
cated on the first floor of the
Howard County Courthouse,
300 S. Main, Big Spring.

Help Wanted

Manager Trainee/
Loans & Collections
Security Finance, a recognized
leader in the consumer loan in-
dustry for 50 years is now ac-
cepting applications for the
above position in Big Spring. If
you are dedicated to excel-
lence in customer service, mo-
tivated by achieving results
through teamwork, and a posi-
tive thinker with a drive to suc-
ceed - we want to talk with you
about joining our team. The
ideal candidate will have prior
customer service or manage-
ment experience, finance expe-
rience is a plus. Must have
daily access or reliable trans-
portation for field collection
work. Bilingual English/Spanish
is a plus but not required. We
offer competitive income and a
benefit package that includes
paid vacation,
much more. Great potential for
advancement. Apply in person
at Security - Finance, 501 E.
3rd, Big Spring, Texas. Equal

Opportunity Employer.

MARTIN CO. Hospital Home
Health is looking for a full-time
LVN to join their energetic staff.
Person must be willing to travel
to surrounding areas. Bilingual
preferred and salary DOE. In-
terested parties may call Alli-
son @ (432)756-3259 or fax
resume to (432)756-4510.

PIZZA INN accepting applica-
tions for qualifed people to join
qQur Management Team. Look-
ing for individual with manage-
ment and food experience. Ap-
ply in person with resume,
1702 Gregg Street.

401-K, and '

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

e

BODY SHOP COMPUTER COMPUTER CONCRETE CONCRETE DIRT WORK
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our old cusremers 2 All work guaranteed. JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ i
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Big Spring Wﬁ Benny Marquez_owne’. (432) 263-2110 Rees. and Will Cleal‘ Lots.
(432) 264-0623 267-8997 267.8716 Lk 432-756-3444
EDUCATION FENCES FENCES HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT
Rainbow Christian DOORS/ e 1
Pre-School is now enrolling %&1132,.2&2%?3 GARAGE HOME REPAIR Gibbs Remodel;
for the fall semester. ‘ e - DOORS/OPE NERS Custom Wood Decks, New home Construction *
OPENINGS Finest In Home Repair * Carpentry Remodel, Carpenter, Room Additions
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MAINTENANCE A-1 PEST
Ca PAINTING
*Repairs owing, Trimming, Edging, PRESSURE WASMING Since 1954
*Maintenance TREE TRIMMING SPECIALTY - . 432-263-6514
Dusiity Work CALL MEDGES, SHRUBS B &
Satisfaction Guaranteed QUALITY WORK 267-2227 Max F. Moore
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL! gl FREE ESTIMATES + PREE RSTIMATES + www.swalpe.com
Rues Cram (owner) 422.276. 2688 816-6150 (432) 264-6162 Soniny Wy Sy Somoiiog i mm@swalpe.com

PRODUCTS RENTALS ROOFING ROOFING STORAGE TREE TRIMMING

JOHNNY FLORES PALACIOS LUPE’S TRE
AV ,c?.,,.N ROOFING ROOFING & HOME TRIMMINGE
Great prod ucts af affordable COMPANY ShmA:" Hot Tar & Gravel. R IL:PROVEMENT m‘w More than 20 years
rices! 432-267-2688 type of repairs! DR, OGN Addi e, 15t 1/2 Month of experience. Stump
Hiring new representatives Houses * Storages Work Guaranteed. Ceramic Tile, Fences, Rent FREE grinder available.
now. Commercial Buildings m‘:‘:“mkw' Painting Insured & Bonded on selecy ewit For Tree Trimming
(;:uet s Taik. ;'me.;'t/:l:é". b Doctor of Repairs! g For All Your Storage Needs R
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MIDWESTEEN SERVICES,

Inc.
Tank Cleaners needed. In &
out of state travel & work 60+
hrs. per week. Transportation
to and from job site. Hotel paid
& $175 a week per diem.
Hourly wage & bonuses. 100%
drug free. EOE. Apply at 1913
7th St., Snyder, TX.

MOUNTAIN VIEW Lodge now

hiring 10:00 p.m. - 6:00 a.m.

Charge Nurse.

* Excellent Starting Pay

* Great benefits including
retirement & health insurance

* Friendly Atmosphere

Please inquire at 2009 Virginia

Ave.

THE CITY of Coahoma is ac-
cepting applications for one
Public Works position. Mini-
mum  qualifications  include:
High School graduate or GED;
Public works experience pre-
ferred; ability to operate back-
hoe and other similar equip-
ment; have a valid drivers li-
cense with a good driving re-
cord; Must have the ability to
get Water/Wastewater license
within one year of employment;
C 'ndidate is required to pass
arug screen/pre-employment
physical. Salary is dependent
on qualifications.

Applications are available at
City Hall 122 North 1st, Coa-
homa. If you have any ques-
tions please contact City Hall at
(432)394-4287.

TUBING TESTER operator/
derrick person. Must pass drug
test. Good wages. Call Jesse,
(432)267-5818  after 7:00 p.m.
only!

WAITSTAFF NEEDED
Must be able to work
Split-shifts.
Monday-Saturday
Apply at,

Red Mesa Grill
2401 South Gregg
No Phone Calls

CITY OF Big Spring is taking
applications for Administrative
Technician/Landfill. Applica-
tions may e obtained at City
Hall, 310 Nolan (432)264-2346.
The City of Big Spring is EOE.
WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store.
Benefits include paid vacation,
retirement & health insurance.
Requirements are back ground
check, drug screening, good
driving record and be at least
21 years old. Apply in person,
Credit World, 1611 Gregg.

Items for Sale

GRANDFATHER CLOCK.
lew Dinette with six chairs,
and full length Mink coat. Call
for more information
(432)268-8000.

Miscellaneous

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches,
Candelabras and florals. FREE
DELIVERY. Call Grishams
(432)267-8191.

the Cat’s Meow.

Area shoppers know the Classifieds are the

r-fect place to find a bargain in the
Cﬂ:sM . you can track down deals on

everything from collectibles to cuddly
kittens. It's easy tuﬂaca an ad or find the
items you want and it's used by hundreds
of area shoppers every day

520,00

Buy Up To 25 Words for 6 Days

Go with your instincts and use
the Classifieds today.

Big Spring Herald
710 Scurry
(432) 263-7331

email:
wwwbl‘sgrlngherald.cnm
A =

14507

m.m‘y' "k. %
CAT CLAW TREES

Prices start at $30. & up. 12 or
more styles. Always Available
to choose from. Will build to or

der, also dog beds. For infor-

mation call (432)466-2251,
(432)264-9026.
TANKS: 110 Gallon reef,

ready- $550.00. 75 gallon reef
ready- $300.00. 30 Gallon-
$75.00. All tanks with stands
Call (432)264-0977.

National Ads

CITY OF Big Spring is taking
applications for Heavy Equip-
ment Operator/Streets. Appli-
cations may be obtained at City
Hall, 310 Nolan (432)264-2346.
The City of Big Spring is EOE.

AKC REGISTERED Cocker
Spaniel puppies. 2 Females
and 1 male. Call
(432)816-4907 or 517-0321

FREE KITTEN to good home.
Call (432)263-3412
FREE KITTENS to good home.

5-1/2 weeks old. Call
(432)816-5064 ask for Kodi

538 Westover

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

Choose Your Own Monthly Rent Options
3299 Such As ALL BILLS PAID §
MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

Housing Assistance Accepted

Studios, 1 & 2 Bdrm Units

* Freshly Remodeled with New
Paint, liances & Fixtures *

$1 Move In Special

599 Move In Special

* All_utilities ex
* Free High Smpud.\ﬂlw‘cnbnwd
Internet + Basic Cable
On-site Mgr.
Laundry & Vending Facility
Depos

Call Stemple @
432-714-4840

NEIGHBORHOOD 5
Q COMPLEX ﬁ
:q Swimming Pool g
>:< Carports, R
0] Most Utilities Paid, ﬁ
O Senior Citizen H
Q - 0
] Discounts, 8
( 1 1 & 2 Bedrooms & é
>:< 1 or 2 Baths 8
0 Unfurnished §
Y KENTWOOD {»
\| APARTMENTS ?
}:1 1904 East 25th Street 2
3 267-5444 Il
[ 263-5000 - g0 0

107 EAST 17TH. Large 2 bed-
room. Newly remodeled. $375.
month, $200. deposit. Call
(432)264-6611.

1404 TUCSON. Two bedroom,
one bath. Call (432)267-38410r
517-0642.

2008 Nolan. 1 bdrm. $295.
month, $150. deposit. All bills
paid. 2004 Johnson. 1 bed-
room, $195. month. Call
(432)263-1792, 816-9984.

1809 Johnson- 2/1 bath,
washer, dryer connections,
new paint & carpet.
$525. month, $275. deposit
No HUD.

Call (432)267-2296.

1900 MORRISON, 3 bedroom,
2 bath, CH/A, fenced yard and
carpart. $550. Month, $300.
deposit. Call (432)270-3848 for
more information.

2 BEDROOM, 1 Bath cute
older, renovated home. Corner
lot. $450.00 Monthly.
(432)816-9881.

2210 LYNN. 3 Bedroom 2
bath, garage, fenced yard. One
year lease required. No indoor
pets. $595. month + $400. de-
posit.  Call  (432)263-6514
Owner/Broker.

263-1252

FOR SALE

No Down Payment
OWNER FINANCING
Bad Credit O.K.

2-3-4-5 & 6 Bedroom Brick Homes
“6 MONTH WARRANTY ON EVERYTHING”

Call Beverly 263-3461

<

\. .

. “THERE’S MORE
" $$$ IN THAT OLD
.. . CAR THAN YOU

. THOUGHT”

TODAY!!
UP TO 25 WORDS.

1= Week $28°°
2 Week *14°°

If Your Car hasn’t Sold

you get the 3rd Week m

Call or come by to place
your ad, now!

710 Scurry
Call: (432) 263-7331
email: classifieds@bigspringherald.com

$500. month,
$275. deposit. No HUD. Call
(432)267-2296.

BUILDING for LEASE for retail
or office. 1712 Gregg. Approxi-
mately 5000 sq. ft. $750.
month . Call WESTEX
Auto Parts (432)263-5000.

FOR RENT one bedroom, fully
furnished, CH/A. Located 8
miles from downtown Big
Spring. $300. month plus elec-
tric. Call (432)399-4395, leave
message, if no answer.

GARAGE for LEASE. Car lift
and over head doors at 608
West 4th. $500.00 monthy
$250.00 deposit. Call
(432)263-5000 after 6:00 p.m.
call 264-7711.

HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
$200. Move-In Special  ’
$200. deposit.
Al Bills Paid
403 East 8th
Call (432)267-2771

Largest nicest apartments
in area
Move-in 50% off
1st months rent
Coronado Hills Apartments
801 W. Marcy
Big Spring, Tx. 79720

(432)267-6500

LOFT AND Studio for rent.
Beautiful apartment in back, re-
tail shop or private gallery in
front. Downtown Loraine. $400.
month. (903)816-1468 or see
www.mamawarhols.com

SPACES for LEASE
1900 Block of Birdwell
No 6 Month or Yearly Lease
Lease by the MONTH!!
Great for Retail or Office
(5) Five spaces to
choose from.

For more information
Please Call
(432)466-3415

THREE BEDROOM, one bath.
CH/A. $525.00 monthly, plus
deposit. 2410 Carleton. Call
432-263-6997.

$99 Move-in Avall
Cable TV Free!
. Disney Channel
y Playground!
No Water Bill!
‘Panomsowruy
'24 Hour Laundry
On-Site Mgr & Maint

2BR $285 - $315
1 BR $185 - $215
(432)263-2292

Real Estate for Sale

10,000 square ft Commercial
building, plus 2000 sq ft metal
building on 5 ac.. Close to hos-
pital on Scenic Mountain. Call
(432)213-2319.

2,340 sq. ft, 3 bedroom, 2
bath, 2 living areas, fireplace,
office, barn, 5 acres. 3001
South Moss Lake Road. Re-
duced more $125,000.00.
(432)393-5705, 816-9969

50 ACRE tract on 1-20 in city
limits. Super commercial build-

ing site. All or part. Call
(432)213-2319.

804 Settles. 2 bedroom, 1
bath. CH/A. Call

(432)263-1792, 816-9984.

BEAUTIFUL 140 acre trac. in
city limits. Flat, great commer-
cial building site. All or part.
Call (432)213-2319.

BEAUTIFUL 3 bedroom, 3
bath split level home on 65
acres in northern Martin
County. New metal roof, new
carpet & tile. 60'’x120’ barn. 22
miles north of Stanton on Hwy
137. Bethel Realty,
(806)872-8858, Lamesa.

COAHOMA HOUSE Rebuilt in-
side & out, 3 bedroom, 2 full
baths. 412 South 2nd. No
Owner Finance. Call
(432)270-0548 or 263-4548.

GREATER STARTER home or
investment property. Clean two
bedroom, one bath. 2009 John-
son. Call (432)466-0227, leave
message, all calls will be re-
turned.

NO DOWN Payment on 2 thru
6 Bedroom Brick Homes.
Owner Financing. Bad Credit
OK. 6 Month warranty on eve-
rything. Call Maria
(432)263-3461.

Dens OF THE MOWTI:

¥ New 2004 Models §

p ‘Still In Stock! =

111,000 orr - Don’t Miss 1t!
BOB BROCK FORD
TN ¥

v M Ith 4,

1996 SOUTHWIND Motor
Home 34L. Excellent shape,
52,000 miles. New tires.
$27,500.00. Gotta <-e this one,
5701 North Service Road.
(432)267-2958.

1998 LINCOLN Towncar Ex-
ecutive, 4-door, low miles
38,967. Good condition. Call
(432)394-4652.

Legals

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR
FLUID INJECTION WELL
PERMIT AMENDMENT

Pure Resources, L.P,
500 West lllinois Ave.
Midland, Texas 79701

is applying to the Railroad Com-
mission of Texas for an Amended
permit to inject fluid into a forma-
tion, which is productive of oil and
gas.

The applicant wishes to amend
the Interval of Fluid Injection into
the San Andres and Glorieta for-
mations of the Otis Chalk Unit in
well number: 4-W. The injection
well is located 15 miles Southeast
of Big Spring, Texas in the How-
ard-Glasscock Field, in Howard
County, Texas. Fluid will be in-
jected into the two stratas in the
subsurface depths of 1600 to 2800
feet and 2800 to 3200 feet, respec-
tively.

LEGAL AUTHORITY: Chapter 27
of the Texas Water Code, as
amended, Title 3 of the Texas
Natural Resources Code, as
amended, and the Statewide Rules
of the Oil and Gas Division of the
Railroad Commission of Texas.

Requests for a public hearing
from persons who can show they
are adversely affected, or requests
for further information concerning
any aspect of the application
should be submitted in writing,
within fifteen days of publication, to
the Environmental Services Sec-
tion, Oil and Gas Division, Railroad
Commission of Texas Drawer
12967, Capitol Station, Austin,
Texas 78711 + (Telephone
512/463-6792).

#4665 August 18, 2005

NOBODY ASKS FORIT
Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312

Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring

There’s something for everyone in the

Big S

ing Herald’s Classifieds!

Grandpa sold his sailboat
Mama found the missing piece for her china set...
Papa bought a great used car ...
Little Brother traded his baseball cards for a guitar...
- Big Brother found an awesome set of free weights...
Cousin Bill found a great apartment ...
Big Sister found a great new job...
Aunt Sue found a dining room table...

ALL THIS IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

To p!ace an ad in the Classifieds
| Call 263-7331

710 Scurry « Big Spring
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BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
It's the eve of the full
moon in Aquarius, and a
friendly vibration perme-
ates every
nook and |g
cranny of
our being.
We could
even make
friends with
our enemies
— in fact, |
that wculd
be a wonder-
ful way to
bring in the
full moon. [t =———
can be very inspiring to
learn more about the
opposition. In doing so,
you could decide to drop
the fight altogether.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You feel closer to the
source of your joy. Take a
chance with a Sagittarius
or a Virgo. You'll wind
up, as the Wallflowers
song suggests, “on the
beautiful side of some-
where.”

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You do your best
work when forced by cir-
cumstances to be
resourceful. Say “yes” to
dates, and ask people out.
You'll be free to go at
your own pace. Avoid the
pitfalls of gossip and com-
plaining.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You have so much
energy to burn off!
Strenuous activities could
actually relax you. Doing
things with your chil-
dren, especially sports or
hobbies, will bond the
relationship. P.S. Grown
children still need you.

CANCER (June 22-July

/

HoLiDAY
MATHIS

22). Restlessness has its
benefits, so don’t be dis-
couraged by the need to
move. Travel will bring
you benefits that are
intangible yet very real.
Scorpio or Aquarius
turns you ou to new
stomping grounds.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Having a good time with
loved ones is underrated.
This will help you in the
future to quickly resolve
issues that unhappy peo-
ple spend a lifetime fight-
ing about. Work on dis-
agreements only when
you are at your best.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You have new ideas
about what to do next —
don’t be afraid to pursue
them. Change provides a
release from anxiety and
tension, even if (heaven
forbid!) that change is
from bad to worse.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Your world is expanding
through personal con-
tacts. You'll get a window
into how others live.
Artistic individuals are
especially interesting to
you now, and you could
be inspired to create an
homage.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). There may never be a
time when you're not
working out some kind of
mystery in your head.
There is wisdom in kid-
ding, dreams and pure fic-
tion. Believe your own
stories.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Whatever you
concentrate on, you'll get
it done. Co-worker rela-
tions need attention. Your
business and your person-

Tomorrow s Horoscope

al life are linked some-
how in a good way. One
helps the other.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Sticking to the
plan might be just plain
stupid. Instead, you are
flexible, checking to make
sure it’'s working along
the way. Popularity at
work increases after you
are instrumental in get-
ting current policies
revised.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Regarding those
powers untapped — start

‘tapping them! You’ll be

reminded about what you
owe someone. You could
make a trade that helps
you settle a debt faster.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Be mindful of the
company you keep. The
wrong influence makes
ybu act very unlike your-
self. The right one brings
out your most lovely qual-
ities. An upgrade of one of

our possessions makes
gou feel spiffy.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “I'm really
confused about the transit
of Saturn into Leo. The
articles I've seen on the
web seem to be saying
that all 12 signs will have
no fun at all for the next
two years and that our
leaders will become more
disdainful and less hon-
est. (How is that even pos-
sible?) What is your take
on this transit?”

What you've read is
true. There will be no fun
at all for the next two
years for anyone, period.
Just kidding. Saturn has
been in Leo since July 16
and will continue to be

PUT YOUR
COFFEE CUP
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PAGE.
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there until September 2,
2007. Saturn is all about
lessons. On a large scale,
these lessons could come
out of the entertainment
industry. I think we’ll see
a lot of life imitating art
and art imitating life, and
there will be a debate
about the responsibility
of the media and where to
draw the line. As far as
our world leaders go, I
don’t know about them
being more disdainful
and less honest, but I do
think they will use drama
to advance their purpos-
es. On a personal level,
you can use the Saturn in
Leo transit to explore
your own “story” and
rewrite it in a more
empowering way.

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Sean Penn showed his
Leo loyalty at the last
Academy Awards ceremo-
ny when he stood up for
his fellow thespian Jude
Law and defended him
against the stand-up rou-
tine banter of Chris Rock.
It’s not that Leo people
don’'t have a sense of
humor. But sometimes
their tendency toward
drama trumps their abili-
ty to laugh at themselves
or each other.

If you would like to write
to Holiday Mathis, please
g0 to www.creators.com
and click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

Don't you wish your advertising could stop consumers that effectively? Let's
face it, most of the time it gets lost in the shuffle.
It takes a certain ingenuity to stand out in a crowd. You've got to be provoca-
tive. Unpredictible. A little smarter than the next guy. And you've got to have a
real feel for the medium you're working in.
We put those talents to work for our advertisers everyday...and at no extra cost.
It works for them. And, you'll have to admit, it just worked for you!’

SPRING

BIG

Let us be your advertising specialists.
Call today!

432-263-7331
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Annie’s Mailbox .
: Advice for those in need

Dear Annie: My hus-
band and I adopted two
children out of the foster
care system. Our daugh-
ter, “Tabitha,” is almost
11 and lies to anyone any
time it will benefit her.
For example, she hates
doing homework and will
spend an hour lying to us
about it rather than the 15
minutes it would take to
complete the assignment.
She also will lie to her
teachers and grandpar-
ents to get something she
wants or to get out of
something she doesn’t
wish to do.

We have explained to
Tabitha that lying is
wrong and it hurts the
people she lies to. We also
told her that if you lie to
people all the time, they
won’t believe you even
when you are telling the
truth. This, in fact, hap-
pens all the time now,
and Tabitha gets very
angry if we don’t believe
her. She admits that she
wouldn’t believe someone
who lied all the time, yet
she doesn’t connect it to
her behavior.

It’s becoming a very
frustrating problem.
Tabitha lies so much, we
doubt every word that
comes out of her mouth.
She went through therapy
a few years ago, and the
therapist basically said
that she knows lying is
wrong, but she has to be
the one who wants to
stop. So, Annie, how do
you convince an 11-year-
old to stop lying? — Lied
To in Virginia

Dear Lied To: Tabitha is
old enough to understand
that her lying results in
lack of trust. If she won’t
stop, it may be beyond
her conscious control.
Either she still is getting
some reward for it (atten-
tion, most likely), or she
cannot distinguish
between her lies and the
truth. If you think it is
the latter, she needs ther-
apy NOW.

On the other hand, if

she is craving attention,

you need to work out
ways to reward her only
for positive behavior, so
she wants to change. She
needs to feel special when
she is being honest, and
not receive a flurry of
negative notice from her
parents because she has
told yet another lie. Talk
to a counselor who spe-
cializes in childhood
behavior, and ask for par-
enting assistance in
behavior modification.

Dear Annie: My hus-
band and I have been hav-
ing the same argument
every time a certain cou-
ple invites us over. For
years, we were good
friends with “Jane” and
“Joe,” but now, because
of a series of incidents, he
no longer likes them.

Jane and Joe have no
idea that my husband’s
feelings have changed.
They still invite us to
their parties, and this is
when the problems start.
I enjoy their company,
but I rarely see them
these days. When they
call, I am hesitant to men-
tion their invitation to
my husband. His reply is
always the same: “I don’t
want to go.” When I say I
would like attend without
him, he says, “I wish you
wouldn’t.”

Am I wrong for wanting
to spend time with Jane
and Joe? I love my hus-
band and hope you ¢an

. help work this out., —

Frustrated and Confut
Dear Frustrated: We're
wondering what Jane and
Joe did that made your
husband dislike them
enough to end a long
friendship, but even so,
you are entitled to have
your own friends.
However, we advise that
you limit the invitations
you accept from Jane and
Joe, and don’'t stay too

s g 5 L ol el

KATHY MITCHELL
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long.

Dear Annie: I am a pro-
fessional, Equity actress
and would like to respond
to “R.S. in Wisconsin,”
who attended a play and
was annoyed by some-
one’s portable oxygen
machine.

Professional actors are
prepared to deal with
such noise distraction
without compromising
performance. But more
importantly, art was not
created only for the able-
bodied. It exists to tran-
scend, to teach, to pro-
voke, to entertain and to
provide an escape from
daily life. Anyone who
does their best to be cour-
teous should be allowed
to experience live artistic
performance. Sometimes
you have to sit behind a
tall person who obstructs
your view, or near those
who cough and blow their
noses.

Here is what is unac-
ceptable background
noise: cell-phone rings,
cell-phone conversations
and ongoing commentary
to your friends in atten-
dance (we can hear you).
That is rude, inconsider-
ate and preventable
behavior. But as fellow
human beings, we-ought
to accept the physical
realities of those less for-
tunate than ourselves.

If this woman’s breath-
ing device truly inter-
fered with R.S.’s ability to
hear the performance, he
ought to have approached
management at intermis-
sion regarding a seat relo-
cation or a complimenta-
ry ticket. Most places
would be happy to oblige.
I hope all people with dis-
abilities will come to the
theatre. — Actress in
New York City

Dear Actress: Thank
you for your compassion-
ate letter. Read on:

From Florida: Our year-
long wait and $100 tickets
to “La Boheme” were
spoiled by the oxygen
tank hiss behind us. It
gasped loudly every 10
seconds, ruining the
music for us. We could
not change seats. Quiet is
required for opera and
the symphony, and there-
fore, they are unsuitable
choices for those who
cannot comply.

Chino, Calif.: Exactly
what does R.S. consider
to be a lack of common
courtesy? Breathing? Or,
perhaps she could turn
off the machine, so the
play could be interrupted
by the paramedics. I regu-
larly attend professional
performances and am
seated next to a woman
who uses a portable oxy-
gen tank. It does not hin-
der my enjoyment of the
performance. As a special
education teacher, 1|
applaud those people with
disabilities who lead an
active life. A lousy atti-
tude is the greatest dis-
ability.

Annie’s Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please e-mail
your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or
write to: Annie’s Mailbox,
P.O. Box 118190, Chicago,
IL 60611.

© 2005 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.
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*BUT, MOM, IT WAS A WATER BALLOON !
WHAT ELSE CAN YOU PO WITH IT2"

BC

WHO CAN TELL ME WHAT
'GLOBAL WARMING' IS ?
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“Every day God lets some of the
water out so there’s room

to play on the beach.”

This Date
In History

YOUR PRIMERB |S EXCELLENT,
BUT IT LACKS THE' PRESENTATION
THAT MY WIFES HAS

AGNES
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MYSTERY THAT 1S YOU.
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WHAT YOU BECOME .
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By The Associated Press

Today is Thursday, Aug.
18, the 230th day of 2005.

There are 135 days left in the
year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Aug. 18, 1846, U.S.
forces led by Gen. Stephen
W. Kearny captured Santa
Fe, N.M.

On this date:

In 1587, Virginia Dare
became the first child of
English parents to be born
on American soil, on what is

now Roanoke Island, Ni€C» -

In 1914, President Wilson

issued his “Proclamation of —

Neutrality,” aimed at keep-
ing the United States out of
World War I.

In 1938, President
Franklin Roosevelt dedicat-
ed the Thousand Islands
Bridge connecting the
United States and Canada.

In 1954, during the
Eisenhower administration,
Assistant Secretary of Labor
James E. Wilkins became
the first black official to

2008 by King Festurss Syndioste, inc. Wond Aghts reserved.
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attend a meeting of a presi-
dent’s Cabinet as he sat in
for Labor Secretary James
P. Mitchell.

In 1958, the novel “Lolita”
by Vladimir Nabokov was
published.

In 1963, James Meredith
became the first black to
graduate from the
University of Mississippi.

In 1982, for the first time,
volume on the New York
Stock exchange topped the
100 million level as 132.69
million shares were traded.

In 1983, Hurricane Alicia
slammed into the Texas
coast, leaving 22 dead and
causing more than $1 billion
worth of damage.

Ten years ago: Shannon
FaFl‘ﬂer. who'd won a 2 1/2-

battle to become
thé-first female‘cadet at The
Citadel, quit the South
Carolina military college
after less than a week, most
of it spent in the infirmary.

Today’s Birthdays: Former
Secretary of Defense Caspar
Weinberger is 88. Actress
Shelley Winters is 85.
Former first lady Rosalynn
Carter is 78. Movie director
Roman Polanski is 72. Actor
Robert Redford is 68. Singer
Johnny Preston is 66. Actor
Christopher Jones is 64.
Actor Henry G. Sanders is

o

63. Actor-comedian Martin
Mull is 62. Actor Patrick
Swayze is 53. Country singer
Steve  Wilkinson (The
Wilkinsons) is 50. Actor
Denis Leary is 48. Actress
Madeleine Stowe is 47. Actor
Craig Bierko is 40. Rock
singer-musician Zac Maloy
(The Nixons) is 37. Hip-hop
artist Everlast is 36. Actor
Christian Slater is 36. Actor
Edward Norton is 36. Actor
Malcolm-Jamal Warner is
35. Rock musician Dirk
Lance is 29. Actor Mika
Boorem is 17. Actress
Parker McKenna, Posey is
10. v

Thought for Today: “That
is one of the bitter curses of
poverty; it leaves no right to
be generous.” — George
Gissing, English author and
critic (1857-1903).
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— FOUR-WAY SCRAMBLE by Fred Pisco
Newsday Crossword Edited by Sta)r/\ley Newmag

www.stanxwords.com

ACROSS 72 X marks it 11 Adman’s 42 Bohr or Borge
1 Sudden fancy 73 Sketched award 45 Threatens,
5 Dove calls 12 Has a bug as a lion
9 Pie nut DOWN 13 Hornet's home 47 Talked
14 |, as in Ithaca 1 Birthday 18 Midterms, e.g. too much
15 Part to play thought 19 School since 49 Tiny amount
16 Stan’s 2 Crosby'’s 1440 53 Hibachi
partner “Road” partner 23 Adds turf to residue
17 “Keep it short!” 3 Slanted type: 24 B-ball 55 Treaty
20 Slinky Abbr. 26 In la-la land subject
shape 4 County north of 27 Set aside 56 Bona fide
21 Beats it San Francisco 28 The Tempest 57 Undecorated
22 Big name in 5 PC screen character 58 Mayberry tyke
light verse 6 “I'm 30 Rip off 59 Maryland
25 Diviner’s need impressed!” 32 SAT portion collegian
26 RR stop '+ 7 Cassini of 33 Farm units 61 Remain
29 Cattle calls r fashion 34 Error's unsettied
31 Broadway Joe “8 Passover partner 62 Way out there
of football feast 35 Type of 63 Drink garnish
36 Trims, as 9 1945 summit sweatshirt 64 Meat-and-
a budget site 37 Catchall abbr. potatoes dish
39 PC shortcut 10 Mideast 38 Under- 66 Critical cry
40 In __ (soon) airline privileged 67 Garage fig.
" vl?llgntmderoover 112 B |4 6 [7 |8 10 [11 [12 13
43 Small combo 7
44 Welcome
forecast 17
46 Be the 3
leader of
48 Cowardly
50 Writer Ferber
51 Stallone,
to pals
52 “Gotchal”
54 Kobe cash
55 Tree maven
60 Fall B
birthstones i
65 Is rewarded
for good -
planning
68 Sound of
Music heroine
69 Bow-toting god
70 Byline feature
71 Unwelcome
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check out www .thatsracin.com for the latest information and news on stock-car racin

.
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NASCAR driver Tony Stewart, center, and his pit crew celebrate his victory in Sunday's Sirius Satellite at the Glen, Stewart's fifth win of the year.

RAKING UP
HE POINT

By Davip POOLE
Knight Ridder Newspapers

he season’s second Nextel Cup race at
Michigan International Speedway com-
pletes a nine-week spin cycle that has tum-
bled the series standings dramatically.
On June 19, Tony Stewart was one point above
1 1th place in the standings and Kevin Harvick
was ahead of Stewart, Rusty Wallace and Kurt
Busch.

Two months later, Stewart is on top of the
standings and pulling away. Wallace has racked
up more points than anybody other than Stewart
in that stretch o all but lock up a spot in the
Chase for the Nextel Cup with just four races
left before the cutoff.
Harvick, meanwhile, finds
himself 70 points out of the
top 10 and needing to pass
four people in four races to
make the Chase.

Stewart’s incredible
surge over the past two
months is clearly the sport’s
biggest story since the last
race at Michigan, the site
for Sunday’s GFS Marketplace 400.

Since finishing second to Greg Biffle on June
19, Stewart has won five of seven races. He'll
come back to Michigan this week looking for a
third straight win, having tied Biffle for the most
wins this season with his triumph Sunday at
Watkins Glen (N.Y.) Intermational.

Stewart has scored 1,432 points in the past
eight races, only 89-fewer than the maximum
possible. That’s 485 more points over that span
than Jimmie Johnson, who led Stewart by 380
points going into the first Michigan race but now
trails by 105.

But the margin between drivers at or near the
top of the standings will mean nothing after four
more races. Following the 26th race at
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To succeed in
the Chase, drivers

realize that every
point counts

{

STREETER LECKA FOR NASCAR

Richmond, the leader’s total will reset to 5,050
points and he will go into the 10-race Chase with
only a five-point lead over second, with the rest
of those running for the title in five-point incre-
ments behind that.

“You have to keep your eye on the ball,” said
Johnson, who at one point last year had a big
lead in the standings before slipping to second
behind teammate Jeff Gordon at the Chase cut-

off. “You always have to try to make the most 4

out of a bad day. You’ve got to collect points
regardless of the point system.”

Johnson faltered early in the Chase in 2004,
then went on a hot streak similar to the one
Stewart is enjoying this year by winning four
races in a five-race stretch. His rally fell short,
however, and Kurt Busch
won the championship by
eight points.

“Last year, I thought at
times I had a different
format or mindset,”
Johnson said. “But in the
end it still added up to
gaining points. In a 10-
race schedule, you can
look at it as having to be
more consistent or you can look at it and say
you’ve got to win races.

“Last year, we won a lot of races but came up
eight points short. Kurt (Busch) had a solid 10
races and ended up being the champion. So I
think there are some things that are different, but
at the end of the day you’ve got to get points.”

It’s especially critical, of course, for those dri-
vers who're in the tight battle near the bottom of
the top 10 to collect points.

Going into the weekend, only nine points
separate Jamie McMurray, Carl Edwards, Elliott
Sadler and Dale Jarrett who're now in the ninth
through 12th spots. Jeff Gordon is only 67 points
out of 10th and Kevin Harvick is just three
points behind Gordon.

Numbers game
| Top 10 1n points earned in the season's
| past eight races among Chase for the
Nextel Cup contenders
|
1. Tony Stewart 1,432
2. RustyWallace .............. 1,141
3. Matt Kenseth 1,066
4. MarkMartin ................ 1,048
5 Jeremy Mayfield 1,025
6. KurtBusely :.c:-izc:cssesss 1,011
7. Dale Jarrett . .966
8. Jimmie Johnson .............. 946
9. Jamie McMurray ...929
10L. Greg BitHeg: ... v v osos sisc s o 922
| PROJECTING THE CHASE
It the drivers contending for spots in the
Chase for the Nextel Cup finish the next
four races at Michigan. Bristol, California
and Richmond in the same positions they
| did earlier this year, here's how the points
would look after 26 races
Rank/Driver Points
1. Tony Stewart - 3,745
2. GregBiffle ..... ... ..... .. 3,524
3 Jimmie Johnson 3,492
4. RustyWallace ............ 3,363
5. Mark Martin 3,291
6. Elliott Sadler . ............. 3.195
7. Kurt Busch ..3.169
8. Ryan Newman .. ... .. ..3,145
) Jamie McMurray 3113
10. Kevin Harvick . .. .......... 3,111
i iN’ THE CUT
1R JP emy MAy \eid 3,101
12. Carl Edwards . ............ 3,093
13 Dale Jarrett 3.027
f 14. Matt Kenseth . ............ 2,930
i 5. Dale Earnhardt Jr : 2,890
! 16. Jeft Gordon . ............. 2.835
% — David Poole
|
THAT'S RACIN'S TOP PICKS
1. Tony Stewart (car No. 20): In fhig
the mine-race stretch from
Martinsville to Pocono, he averaged a
[9th-place fimsh. Add up his past
cight finishes and the total 1s 19. Last
week: |

2. Jimmie Johnson (car No. 48):
Rebounded trom a poor Indy showing
with a nice Watkins Glen finish. Last

3. Greg Biffle (car No. 16): Only
one top-10 finish in the past seve

this year. Last week: 3.

4. Rusty Wallace (car No. 2): Mr.
Consistency has earned 106 poings or
more in all but one of the past 13
races. Last week: 4.

5. Mark Martin (car No. 6): Has
gradually built a 192-point cushion
between him and the Chase cutoff

point. Last week: 5.

on five racc:"

6.

6. Jeremy Mayfield (car No. 19):
If he makes the Chase, his seventh at
Sonoma and 1 Ith at the
parts of the reason why.

7. Kurt Busch (car No. 97): You
can’t help but wonder what impact
his deal with Penske might have on
the remainder of this year. Last week;

8. Ryan Newman (car No 12): All
of a sudden these guys don’t seem all

that safe as the Chase cutoff draws
nigh. Last week: 8.

9. Jamie McMurray (car No. 42):
Nine points isn’t a safety net, but at
least he’s that far inside the Chase
line right now. Last week: 11.

10. Carl Edwards (car No. 99):
Victory isn’t out of the question at
Michigan and would be a big boost
for this team. Last week: 9.

For the rest of the top-40
rankings, go online and visit
www.thatsracin.com.

Glen will be
Last week: 7.

All bets are on NASCAR hall going to Kansas City

ch«»ncx\ are trained to be skepti-
cal. But skeptical is only a half
step from cynical. and the
two are not the same.
After deciding to write
about this week’s visits to
the cities most everyone
believes to be the three top
candidates to land the
NASCAR hall of tame
Atlanta: Charlotte, N.C.;
and Kansas City. Kan. —
I looked up those words.
Skeptical is defined as
“marked by or given to
doubt; questioning.” That's a perfect
description of what reporters are sup
posed to do. You doubt everything
until you question it and convince
yourself that you're as close to the

In other words, you think every-
thing is crooked.

game NASCAR has played with
Nextel Cup race dates, the process its
spin doctors dubbed “realignment”
that has shut down North Carolina

moved in to get a piece

That brings us to the
NASCAR hall of fame.

Frankly, my nine
seasons of covering
stock-car racing's gov-
eming body makes it
consiflerably difficult
not to be cynical about
the process that appar-
ently will reach critical
mass over the next few

start, a done deal.

I've seen the shell

those companies balk after NASCAR

and ran the total cost up to a point
where the sponsors walked away.
Maybe I am wrong, and I really
hope I am. Maybe the people I talk to
about this hall of fame process have
become jaded about the company
that’s playing judge and jury here.
But what those people tell me is
that this is, and has been from the

The NASCAR hall of fame?
days. Kansas City, here it comes.
Without going into the financial
details, suffice it to say that when
Kansas Speedway was built, the tax-
payers of Wyandotte County, Kan.,
made a big investment in stock-car

ship between ISC/NASCAR and the
governmental agencies there, and to
be perfectly honest, I believe the peo-
ple who tell me that the hall of fame
is going to be the latest trinket
exchanged in that relationship.

In fact, it wouldn’t surprise me if
the Nextel All-Star Challenge winds
up as part of the deal, too. Kansas
wants a second Cup date and
NASCAR isn’t keen on adding to its
36-race schedule. If the hall of fame
winds up in the Midwest, a mid-May
weekend with an induction ceremony
and an all-star race would work out
nicely.

I do not doubt that the contingent
who visited Atlanta, Charlotte and
Kansas City believed they reviewed

of the action

truth as you're going to get.

The definition of cynical is
“believing or showing the belief that
people are motivated chiefly by base
or selfish concerns.”

Speedway and robbed Darlington
Raceway of the Labor Day weekend
date it had occupied since 1950.

I've heard tales from team owners
who thought they had a sponsor ready
to sign the dotted line only to have +

/

racing’s success in their comer of the
world. Millions of dollars in bonds
and tax incentives later, they had
themselves a race track.

The passion has apparently not
faded from the sweetheart relation-

the proposals with an open mind —
and with the charge to make a recom-
mendation that NASCAR will take to
heart.

But I'll also bet you $5 that some
of them are at least skeptical.

\

updated daily

B =" THIS WEEK'S RACE =

GFS MARKETPLACE 400

Where: Michigan International Speedway, a
2-mile paved slightly banked oval located in
Brooklyn, Mich.

When: Sunday at 2:10 p.m. (all times ET).
Qualifying is 12:10 p.m. Saturday.

TV: TNT.

Radlo: Motor Racing Network.

Purse: $4,912,254.

Last year's winner: Greg Biffle.

Also this week: Martin Truex Jr. has
opened up a 122-point lead over Clint Bowyer
in the NASCAR Busch Series standings enter-
ing Saturday’s race at Michigan.

Worth mentioning: There have been 10 dif-
ferent winners in the past 12 Cup races at
Michigan.

The last Chevrolet driver to win at
Michigan was Jeff Gordon in June 2001.

Matt Kenseth has a starting average of 23.1
and finishing average of 7.1 in his past 10
races at Michigan.

& POLL POSITION =

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

The NASCAR brass is touring
candidate cities as an announcement
nears on where its multimillion-dollar hall
of fame will be built. Do you think that
decision has already been made?

Cast your vote at:
www.thatsracin.com

LAST WEEK'S 78%
QUESTION

Is it “game over” for
Dale Earnhardt Jr.'s
Chase hopes or
can he still rebound?

Number of votes: 16,225 . Yes No

. STOP 'N' GO ®
WHO'’S HOT

B Series points leader Tony Stewart has led
the most laps in eight of 22 races this season,
including six of the last eight.
B Rusty Wallace ranked
18th in points after 22
races one year ago. This
year he is fourth.
B Mark Martin has four
top-10 finishes in the last
five races, and nine top
15s in the last 10.
H Brian Vickers has fin-
ished in the top 15 in five
consecutive races.

WHO'S NOT

M Despite five victories this season, Greg
Biffle has only one top-10 finish in his last
seven races.

@ Jeff Burton has gone 13 consecutive races
without a top-10 finish.

B Scott Riggs has finished 23rd or lower in
nine consecutive races.

22%

Wallace

© — Jim Utter

®m BY THE NUMBERS =

Thetop-40 dnversasofAug 14
Rank/Driver  Points Rank/Driver Points
1. Tony Stewart ....3113
2. Jimmie Johnson . 3008
3. GregBiffe. ...... 2861
4. Rusty Wallace . . . 2855
5. Mark Martin
6
7
8
)

21.Michael Waltrip . . 2282
22 JeffBurton . ..... 2274

. Mark Martin ... .. 2782 25.Ricky Rudd. .. ... 2063
. KurtBusch ...... 2692 26.MikeBiss....... 2010
27.Kyle Petty. . ..... 1980

1. Martin Truex Jr. . . 3441  11.JasonKeller . . . .. 2574
2. CiintBowyer.....3319 12.J.J.Yeley ....... 2533
3. ReedSorenson..3222 13.Johnny Sauter . . . 2324
4. CarlEdwards....3085 14.Stacy Compton .. 2305
5. Kenny Wallace. .. 2069 15.GregBiffe.. .. ... 2301
6. Denny Hamiin ... 2011  16.Randy Lalole. . . . 2297
7. DavidGreen. .:..2728 17.Justin Labonte .. . 2205
8. David ..3708 18.JonWood....... 2197
9. PaulMenand. ... 2687 19.Stanton Barvett. . . 2089
1ommm....m 20, Kevin Harvick. . . . 2009
NEXT RACE: Saturday, Domino's Pizza 250,
Brookiyn, Mich,
The top-10 drivers as of Aug. 13:
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http://www.thatsracln.coin
http://www.thatsracin.com

